
indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Annual Fundraiser for the Heart & Stroke FoundationSWIM FOR HEART
MAIN EVENT ON FEB. 12THMAIN EVENT ON FEB. 12TH 10 - 11 am Water Fitness w/Brenda Akerman - 80 participants is our goal.   

 Entrance fee will be by donation to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 
11 - 12 noon Swim Challenge - 100 lengths is the goal!

To participate in this fun and worthy event call the pool 250-537-1402
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BY GAIL SJUBERG 
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

Kees Ruurs, Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission manager, has been promoted to a 
newly created Capital Regional District senior 
manager position for Salt Spring Island. 

As of April 2, Ruurs will oversee and support 
existing CRD services and functions on Salt 
Spring, including water and wastewater, trans-
portation, economic development, and parks and 
recreation. Other functions could be included in 
the longer term, subject to effi ciencies and com-
munity needs.

“As well as more local support, the staffi ng chang-
es will address this demand by providing additional 
coordination between CRD functions on the island,” 
states a CRD press release. “All commissions that 
currently oversee functions will remain as advisory 
to the CRD director and the senior manager.”

PHOTO BY RICK NEUFELD

FLIPPED: The driver of a 2007 Dodge Ram truck was uninjured after her vehicle slid off  the road, 

into a ditch and then fl ipped over after hitting black ice in the 2300 block of Fulford-Ganges Rd. on 

Thursday morning. Roads were extra slippery, but only the above incident was reported.

CRD beefs up
on-island 
staffing 
Senior manager and civil 
engineer positions created to 
address ongoing problems

Channel 
Ridge 
owners 
appeal 
to BCA
House value 

increases buck 

island-wide trend

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A group of Channel Ridge 
property owners is set to 
begin the first stage of an 
appeal process following 
surprising increases to their 
BC Assessment values.

Murray  Nurse,  pres i-
dent of the Channel Ridge 
Home Owners’ Association, 
said the building portion 
of his assessment went up 
$60,000 this year despite 
the fact that he’s made 
no improvements. Other 
Channel  Ridge proper-
ties saw similar increases, 
while the trend for most 
Salt Spring properties was a 
decrease overall.

“I’ve been emailing peo-
ple to let them know they 
can appeal,” Nurse said. 

By Jan. 31, the last day 
possible to register a com-
plaint, he estimated around 
20 to 30 out of 35 associa-
tion members were going 
to follow suit, while non-
association members in the 
neighbourhood might also 
be joining in. 

Channel Ridge resident 
Garth Hendren confirmed 
that he is one the people 
who has entered the com-
plaint process, stating the 
assessment on his building 
had gone up 15 per cent, 
“which is excessive consid-
ering all kinds of factors.”

PROPERTY VALUESBUREAUCRACY

Ferry Tales underlines love/hate 

relationship and unique rituals 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Phillip Vannini has been fascinated with the 
coastal ferries ever since his fi rst trip to Vancou-
ver Island a dozen years ago. 

Since then the ethnographer and Gabriola 
Island resident has travelled to every small 
community serviced by ferry on the coast, 
clocked 250 ferry rides and conducted some 
400 interviews with ferry users on their rela-
tionship with the system. 

Vannini, a Royal Roads University professor, 
has formalized his interest in ferry travel with a 
new book called Ferry Tales: Mobility, Place and 
Time on Canada’s West Coast.

Through his research Vannini discovered 
that the ferry is a mode of communication that 
allows the emergence of unique rituals and fos-
ters “a sense of place that’s really distinct.”

“Everyone says that we have a love/hate rela-
tionship with the ferries. What I try to do in my 
book is really explain what the love is and where 
it comes from and is all about, and where the 
hate comes from and is all about,” Vannini said, 
adding media attention usually focuses on the 
negative without acknowledging the positive 

part of the equation.
One of the things he found is that similar 

but different practices exist in relation to ferry 
travel throughout the islands — rituals that 
mean everything to locals but that outsiders 
can easily get wrong. 

He gives the example of islanders leaving 
specifi c gaps in roadside parking at the Gab-
riola terminal, which allows people to access 
driveways or avoid a particularly steep stretch. 
Woe to the person who inadvertently “fi lls the 
gap” by parking there instead of joining the 
back of the line.  

ISLAND CULTURE

CRD STAFFING  continued on 2

Ferry culture explored in new book

FERRY TALES  continued on 2 ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

Our Islands. Our World.

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

DOWNTOWN DOWNTOWN 
VANCOUVER VANCOUVER 
HARBOURHARBOUR

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S More daily fl ights home from the mainland

(Ganges Vancouver) (Vancouver Ganges)

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main  
YVR terminal and bus exchange

•  Frequent fl yer discount

•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 
including USA.

For scheduled fl ight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $5.00 
on a return trip airfare.

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINAL ATTERMINAL AT
VANCOUVERVANCOUVER
INT’L INT’L 
AIRPORTAIRPORT

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ftFEB

01 09:58   3.1   10.2   
WE 18:30   1.1   3.6    
02 03:56   3.0   9.8   
TH 06:06   2.9   9.5   
 10:36   3.1   10.2   
 19:17   0.9   3.0    
03 04:21   3.1   10.2   
FR 08:15   3.0   9.8   
 11:28   3.1   10.2   
 20:02   0.8   2.6    
04 04:46   3.2   10.5   
SA 09:18   2.9   9.5   
 12:29   3.0   9.8   
 20:44   0.7   2.3   

 
05 05:09   3.2   10.5   
SU 09:53   2.9   9.5   
 13:29   3.1   10.2   
 21:23   0.6   2.0   
 
06 05:30   3.3   10.8   
MO 10:22   2.8   9.2   
 14:27   3.1   10.2   
 22:01   0.6   2.0   

07 05:51   3.3   10.8   
TU 10:53   2.6   8.5   
 15:24   3.1   10.2   
 22:37   0.6   2.0   

DON’T BE LEFT IN THE DARK!
Check our 

Honda Generators
1000 watts ~ 6500 watts

closed weekends Jan. & Feb.

Winter Hours:
8:30am-5:00pm
Monday-Friday

Closed Weekends
January & February

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENTHARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
250-537-4202

Post your comment to this story 

online at 

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth 
and families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service 
is free and confi dential.

*   Family Place: 
Baby Talk & Breastfeeding Support: Mon. 10:30-12
Stay & Play Drop-In: Fri. 10-1 & Tues./Thurs. 12-3
Parent-Child Mother Goose: Wed. 10-12, Fernwood Elementary

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-

9:30 pm. Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover, 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to 

midnight at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected 

with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

Staff additions viewed as welcome change

In addition, a senior 
civil engineer will be 
hired on a full-time 
basis and will be solely 
responsible for local 
services utility and 
transportation initia-
tives on the island, 
plus project manage-
ment and other tech-
nical support services.

Ruurs told the Drift-
wood it is hoped that 
individual will live on 
Salt Spring full-time.

Wa y n e  Mc In t y re, 
S a l t  S p r i n g ’s  n e w 
electoral area direc-
tor to the CRD, said 
that while the change 
w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d 
before he was elected, 
increasing the CRD’s 

presence on the island 
was part of his elec-
tion platform. 

T h e  s t a f f - c h a n g e 
idea was raised by 
CRD staff at his first 
meeting with them on 
Dec. 7. 

“It’s a really wel-
come change and a 
positive one for Salt 
Spring,” said McIntyre, 
predicting it will result 
in a better relationship 
between islanders and 
the CRD. 

He also said Ruurs is 
“a remarkable island 
resource.”

L a t e  l a s t  y e a r 
Ruurs had also been 
approached by the 
CRD regarding his 
future plans. 

While he is close 
to retiring, he noted 
he wasn’t  going to 

spend his retirement 
years “sitting in a rock-
ing chair.” 

“Since I’m still rel-
atively healthy and 
interested in working, 
when the CRD sug-
gested I might be able 
to help out with some 
other areas I said I 
would think about it.”

R u u r s  e x p re s s e d 
o p t i m i s m  t h a t  t h e 
new arrangement will 
benefit Salt Spring. He 
pointed out how PARC 
faced some difficulties 

before he became the 
manager in 2008, but 
that it now functions 
well.

“I’m hoping Wayne 
[McIntyre] and I can 
d o  t h e  s a m e  w i t h 
some of these issues 
that are playing right 
now, and I don’t see 
why we won’t be able 
to do that.”

He said the key to 
meeting current chal-
l e n g e s  —  s u c h  a s 
incomplete water dis-
trict projects or prob-
lems with the CRD 
liquid waste facility 
at Burgoyne Bay — is 
b u i l d i n g  t r u s t  a n d 
improving communi-
cation and the flow of 
information between 
various parties so the 
best decisions can be 
made. 

A new PARC man-
ager will also be hired 
to replace Ruurs. 

While Ruurs’ posi-
t ion is  of f ic ia l ly  a 
part-time one, he pre-
dicted it will require 
full-time dedication 
at the start. 

McIntyre said fund-
ing for both the new 
senior manager and 
civil  engineer posi-
t ions  a lready exist 
through management 
and engineering time 
allotted for various 
CRD commissions. 

M c I n t y r e  a l s o 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
appointment of Peter 
Lake, a retired engi-
neer who has volun-
teered on a number of 
Salt Spring commit-
tees over the years, as 
his alternate director. 

CRD STAFFING
continued from 1

KEES
RUURS

Channel Ridge assessments appealed

“Other people I know on the island in 
similar neighbourhoods, the assessment 
had not gone up so much or did not go up 
at all.” 

Hendren suggested the problem might be 
that assessments aren’t based on an actual 
physical check.

Rick McMahon, an assessor for the Capi-
tal Regional District, said Channel Ridge 
is not the only neighbourhood in the Gulf 
Islands to see an overall increase. He also 
noted that assessments are calculated on 
the market value of the property as of July 
the previous year.

Assessments are based primarily on the 
value of the land, and assessors can get a 

good idea of that fi gure based on recent bare 
land sales in the area. The building value, 
McMahon said, is “what’s left over.” Building 
values can increase without improvements 
because rebuilding costs are calculated each 
year and include rising labour, material and 
construction costs.

In regard to the Channel Ridge assess-
ments, McMahon said, “We were spot on 
in the fi rst half of the year,” but then two or 
three sales since Nov. went through at under 
the assessed values. 

Normally there is a two per cent com-
plaint rate, but the possibility that 10 per 
cent of Channel Ridge owners could be fi l-
ing appeals warrants further investigation, 
McMahon said.

“This indicates something we’ll have to 
spend a bit of time and review. We’ll be look-

ing at these on a one-on-one basis and we’ll 
have assessors look at what’s happening on 
Channel Ridge.”

Property owners with concerns about 
their current evaluation can discuss them 
with assessors until Jan. 31 each year, 
and may fi nd that an amendment can be 
reached informally. If this does not hap-
pen, complaints registered as of the cut-off 
date will be scheduled for a hearing with 
the Property Assessment Review Panel. 
PARP members are members of the public 
appointed by the Minister of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Development. 

If the outcome is not satisfactory, a 
second level of appeal can be taken to 
the Property Assessment Appeal Board, 
whose members are appointed by Cabi-
net. 

Ferries seen by some as ‘gateway to home’ 

“But on Bowen, that’s totally 
okay,” he observed.

Ferries play a part in other 
island rituals, such as Hornby’s 
wave-off of the tourists, cel-
ebrated with a big party at the 
dock every Labour Day. Ferry 
captains have been known to 
join in by doing “donuts” in 
the water. At Sointula, island-
ers have had a Halloween 
tradition of pelting the ferry 
with eggs, to which the crew 
responds by hosing down the 
local kids with freezing cold 
water — all in good fun.

The idea of “island time” 
and what that means to vari-
ous communities is also some-
thing Vannini explores. He was 
interested to see the difference 
a late arrival time makes to dif-
ferent users: 10 or 15 minutes 

late on one of the major route 
ferries tends to outrage travel-
lers, while being hours or even 
days late on a northern route is 
met with equanimity. 

On the route leaving the 
protected waters of Prince 
Rupert, it is the practice for 
captains to wait until the strait 
is safe enough to cross, with-
out returning to port. Vannini 
experienced a 19-hour wait at 
sea on his fi rst crossing — leg-
end has it the wait has gone as 
long as three days.

“But no one gets upset 
because they’re used to it,” he 
said.

For islanders who might feel 
the romance of ferry travel has 
been lost, Vannini promises 
it is latent and can return. A 
recurring motif in his research 
is the ferry as the gateway to 
home, especially if someone is 
returning to a small commu-

nity after an absence.
Ferries seem to play a critical 

part in maintaining island cul-
ture, providing a passage but 
also a barrier to the world at 
large that most residents have 
left behind on purpose.

“The typical islander has 
four jobs, a very eclectic sense 
of fashion, a politically and 
socially progressive outlook, 
an island car, and gener-
ally character-wise has a mix 
of creativity and community 
involvement, or has a curmud-
geon-like attitude,” Vannini 
said.

“If there were no ferries, dif-
ferent people would live here.”

Islanders may in fact be 
sophisticated and cosmo-
politan, but they have chosen 
to interact with the city only 
when necessary and then go 
home. They are not interest-
ed in being linked to “big box 

land,” greater traffic or the 
suburban environment that 
greater connectivity would 
bring. As Vannini states in rela-
tion to Denman Island, “a fi xed 
link is a threat to island life.”

Ferry Tales is available now 
as an ebook through sites like 
Amazon and Chapters. Van-
nini has also supplied his pub-
lishers at Routledge with an 
extensive list of the bookstores 
found in the communities he’s 
visited, where his book should 
be appearing soon. 

His website at http://www.
ferryresearch.ca includes fun, 
interactive maps and other 
hypermedia options such as 
interview clips, chapter sam-
ples and essays.

ASSESSMENTS
continued from 1

FERRY TALES
continued from 1
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Heads up!
SS Local Trust Committee
Thursday, FEBRUARY 2 
Lions Hall, 9:30 a.m.; town hall at noon.

Salt Spring Realty

MYLES WILSON MYLES WILSON 250.537.7200250.537.7200NORMAN ROTHWELL NORMAN ROTHWELL 250.537.5166250.537.5166

R O T H W E L L  •  W I L S O N

N o r m a n R o t h w e l l . c o m   •   M y l e s W i l s o n . c o m  

*  Inviting, well-maintained Post & Beam 
home tucked away on quiet cul-de-sac.

* Level entry, main level living with wood 
floors & ceilings, great kitchen cabinetry. 

*  Potential for additional accommodations 
in the daylight lower level. 

*  3/4 acre, rock gardens, lawns and 
mature tree cover. 

* Garage/workshop and three small out 
buildings.

$449,000

*  12 South facing acres, close to 
town. 

*  1800 sq.ft. tri-level, 3 bedroom, 1 
1/2 bath home. 

*  Large over height carport. 
*  The land gently slopes and then 

levels out. 
* Great land and location. Needs 

TLC.

$370,000

*  Private, two level home, surrounded 
by stately cedars & arbutus.

* Sits atop a nice sunny wooded glen. 
*  3 Bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms, with 

stone fireplace. 
*  1 bedroom in-law suite with oak 

cabinets, solarium, 3 pc bath/shower.
*  Large separate garage/workshop.

$458,500

*  Traditional-style family home tucked 
away on a private, sunny 5.37 acres.

*  3 bedroom with upper sitting area, 
2.5 bathrooms. 

*  Classic mantel fireplace in living 
room, radiant heated tile flooring in 
kitchen, spacious family room.

*  Ducks & year-round pond, detached 
workshop & studio. 

$489,000

*  Large family home Vesuvius area.
* Great potential for additional accommodations.
*  1.2 acres that is mostly fenced is 

usable and flat.
*  Property offers western exposure & 

above ground pool. 
* Huge living room with fireplace 

overlooking fenced-in grassy yard
and many mature plantings.

$499,000

*  Looking for an Island Hobby Farm?
*  7.75 acres with the the vast majority 

fenced and cross fenced. 
*  The main home has 3 bedrooms/2 

baths plus teenager room, two 
covered porches. 

*  Upper and lower meadow as well as 
treed areas. PLUS guest cottage.

*  Land is completely private and quiet. 

$569,000

*  Rare south end 23 acre lake front 
farm.

*  1908 4 bedroom farm house & 
guest cottage.

*  Rolling hills, old growth forest  & 
rich bottom land.

*  5 stall barn, 1800 sqft workshop 
& studio.

$1,690,000

* Great light-filled open floor plan.
*  Beautifully maintained 2400 sq ft 

home.
* Two bedrooms & two bathrms.
*  Private ¾ of an acre, west facing 

with all day sun.
*  Fenced area with gardens & fruit 

trees.

$498,000

*  5 acres, close to parks and the 
ocean.

*  A substantial building, framed to 
lockup.

* Well and septic field developed.
* Attractive financing available.

$249,000

*Fantastic location for a home based 
business. 

*Large family home with generous 
sized rooms.

*Level, ocean view lot close to 
Ganges. 

*Finishing touches need to be done.
*Three bedrooms, den and three 

baths. Court-ordered sale.

$469,000
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WATER QUALITY 

Lake health must become political issue, says expert
Visiting limnologist 

Rick Nordin says more 

research and resources 

needed to control local 

algal blooms

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s drinking water 
lakes face unprecedented chal-
lenges and not enough work is 
being undertaken to devise a 
long-term strategy, according 
to a respected limnologist.

Rick Nordin,  one of B.C.’s 
foremost lake experts, made the 
statements to nearly 80 island-
ers at  the Salt  Spring Water 
Preservation Society’s annual 
general  meeting on Sunday 
afternoon.

Nordin said more research is 
needed to determine why the 
island’s largest supply of drink-
ing water is subject to regular 
algal blooms and potentially 
toxic cyanobacteria outbreaks.

“Knowledge is essential,” he 
said.

Nordin said islanders need 
to put more pressure on Saan-
ich North and the Islands MLA 
Murray Coell,  the Vancouver 
Island Health Authority and the 

Minister of Health to have the 
work commissioned.

“It must be politically moti-
vated,” he said.

In 2011, three of Salt Spring’s 
major drinking water lakes — 
St. Mary, Cusheon and Weston 
— suffered blooms that result-
ed in the release of toxin-pro-
ducing cyanobacteria. 

Although water  treatment 
processes at the island’s water 
districts can eliminate cyano-
bacteria from drinking water, 
Health Canada warns “extend-
ed exposure to low levels of 
cyanobacterial  hepatotoxins 
could have long-term or chron-
ic effects in humans.”

“Drinking, showering in it 
and breathing it as an aero-
sol is not good,” Nordin said. 
“The consequences for human 
health are serious.”

Symptoms can include skin 
irritation, fever, sore throat, 
headache,  muscle and joint 
pain, blisters of the mouth and 
liver damage. 

“Swimmers in water contain-
ing cyanobacteria toxins may 
suffer allergic reactions, such 
as asthma, eye irritation, rashes 
and blisters around the mouth 
and nose,” reads information 
on the World Health Organiza-
tion’s website. “Animals, birds, 
and fish can also be poisoned 
by high levels of toxin-produc-
ing cyanobacteria.”

As if to underscore the impor-
tance of Sunday afternoon’s 
talk, organizers were forced to 
relocate the event to a larger 
room as participants spilled 
into the hallway outside the 
original venue at the Harbour 
House Hotel.

As he spoke to the need for 
more action at the provincial 
level,  Nordin credited mem-
bers of island-based organiza-
tions like the Water Preserva-
tion Society for their tireless 
efforts to promote education 
and awareness about threats to 
the island’s lakes.

Documents like the water-
shed management plans for 
Cusheon and St. Mary lakes, 
added biologist John Sprague, 
of fer  good foundations  for 
s p e a k i n g  w i t h  g ov e r n m e n t 
agencies.

Du r i n g  h i s  a n n u a l  p re s i -
dent’s  repor t  ear l ier  in  the 
afternoon, WPS president Ron 

Hall said conducting regular 
and reliable monitoring of the 
island’s lakes is a significant 
challenge faced by the WPS. 

“ We want VIHA to deliver 
appropriate measures to test 
the water and to ensure the 
timely issuance of cautions or 
warnings when levels of cyano-
bacteria or other toxins occur,” 
he said. “Both local residents 
and visitors need clear pub-
lic notices promptly posted to 
advise consumers of drinking 
water and swimmers of prob-
lems.”

To promote more education 
about the island’s lakes, the 
WPS has announced a spring 
speakers’ series that will fea-
ture experts talking about local 
freshwater fish populations and 
work to conduct a provincially 
sponsored streamflow monitor-
ing project. 

In other WPS news, Maxine 
Leichter was elected society 
president by acclamation and 
John Borst will serve as treasur-
er. They will serve with fellow 
board members Chris Dixon, 
Usha Rautenbach, and Penny 
and Rodney Polden.

“Drinking, showering in it 

and breathing it as an 

aerosol is not good. The 

consequences for human 

health are serious.” 

RICK NORDIN, PH.D.
Limnologist

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Rick Nordin, Ph.D., is one of B.C.’s 

foremost lake experts. He spoke 

to a crowd of about 80 at the 

Harbour House on Sunday. 
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For information call toll free 1 866 659 9445   •   9805 Seaport Place, Sidney www.sidneypier.com

$109*BOOK NOW 
FROM:

Stay, Park 'n Fly Flying out of Victoria for your winter getaway? We make it easy.  

If you’ve got an early flight, stay the night before with us from only $109 – 

and park your car for just $5 per day while you’re away.  

We’re just 10 minutes from Victoria 

International Airport.

* Single/Double  |  Valid January 1 - March 31, 2012  |  Subject to availability

+ $5 per night parking

APPLIANCE REPAIR
INSTALLATIONS

& SERVICING

The

Right
Hand
Man

PETER ANDRESS

righthandman@telus.net 250-537-0881
(Fully Insured)

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABSMB LABS

CORVID CRIME

Winged thieves target 
Thrifty Foods fruit stand
Blocking measures used

Thrifty Foods produce staff are going 
to extraordinary measures to protect 
the fruit displayed on the outdoor sale 
rack following a rash of shoplifting inci-
dents perpetrated by a gang of harbour 
crows.

“At fi rst they were going after individ-
ual grapes, making individual dash and 
grab raids, snatching a grape and fl ying 
off,” witness Greg Middleton wrote in 
an email to the Driftwood.

“This morning as I dropped in to 
pick up milk, the checkout staff were 
all agog because the crows had starting 
dragging off whole bags of grapes at a 
time.”

Produce shift supervisor Aaron Kyle, 
who was on duty while the most bra-
zen attacks occurred Tuesday morning, 
said it’s not unusual for the corvids to 

go after pieces of fruit that fi t in their 
beaks, but the level of moxy required 
to attempt entire bags was something 
new.

“That’s pretty much a fi rst. I’ve never 
seen that before,” he said.

In Kyle’s experience the crows tend to 
come in waves every four hours or so. 
They often go for small fruit like grapes 
and cherries, but have been known to 
peck an apple as well. 

In response, the produce team 
attempts to block the crows’ sight lines 
to the fruit by erecting umbrellas and 
shields made from cut-up boxes. In 
extreme cases staff will bring the fruit 
inside to protect public health. The 
store has not tried to remove the crow 
population.

“It’s pretty much part of life. You 
can’t do much about the bird prob-
lem at the waterfront,” Kyle said. 

ENERGY

Spotlight put on island’s energy future
Oversight omits 

elected offi  cials from 

guest list

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Organizers of a meeting 
designed to spark discussion 
about Salt Spring’s energy 
future may have stirred up 
more than they had bargained 
for during a two-day session 
held at the Harbour House last 
week. 

Many participants said they 
recognized the need for more 
talks, broader community 
input and tangible results.

“In terms of a general dis-
cussion about how we reduce 
carbon production as a society 
it was very useful,” said Chris 
Anderson, a participant who 
represents Gulf Islanders for 
Safe Technology. 

Anderson, whose group 
opposes BC Hydro’s installa-
tion of wireless smart meters in 
island homes and businesses, 
was less enthused about the 
amount of time devoted to dis-
cussion of the utility’s ongoing 
upgrades to the power grid.

“Here I thought we’d have a 
robust exchange of views and 
the major defi cits,” he said.

Anderson is upset that any 
discussion was limited to ques-
tions for BC Hydro representa-
tives at the event.

“The smart meter side of 
things was disappointing,” he 
said. “While there were discus-
sions prior to the one hour that 
was allotted to the issue, the 
actual so-called dialogue was 
not applicable.

“Some people brought out 
the broader issues in an inter-
esting exchange, but there were 
many people who kept asking 
‘why are we here?’”

Officially billed as an effort 
to “identify key challenges in 
energy supply and demand on 
Salt Spring Island, and to dis-
cuss options for future energy 
use on the island,” the meeting 
brought together participants 
from 23 local and off-island 
community organizations, 
businesses, government agen-
cies and business sectors, along 
with representatives from BC 
Hydro and Carbon Talks, the 
group behind the event.

Carbon Talks is a partnership 
with Simon Fraser University’s 
Centre for Dialogue in collabo-
ration with SFU’s Beedie School 
of Business, the School for Pub-
lic Policy and the School for 
International Studies, with the 
goal to advance Canada’s global 
competitiveness by shifting to a 
low-carbon economy.

The Salt Spring event is 
among six discussions Car-
bon Talks will hold in B.C. and 
Ontario in 2012.

“We’re a research-based 
organization interested in help-
ing communities, businesses 
and local governments transi-
tion to a low-carbon economy,” 
said Carbon Talks’ Elodie Jac-

quet. “Salt Spring is an interest-
ing community because lots of 
work was done to transition to 
a low-carbon economy.

“There are a lot of people on 
Salt Spring who are interested 
in alternative energies.”

The invitation-only round-
table-style discussion, held on 
Jan. 24 and 25 at the Harbour 
House Hotel, featured discus-
sions on global, national and 
provincial trends that effect 
Salt Spring, pressing needs the 
island must address to secure 
its energy future, smart meters 
and a discussion of the island’s 
energy future.

Part of the discussion 
touched on BC Hydro’s capa-
bility to run additional cables 
along the existing high-voltage 
connector between the Lower 
Mainland and Vancouver 
Island.  

In an interview following the 
event, BC Hydro’s senior man-
ager of transmission and inter-
connection, John Rich, said 
such a plan depends largely 
on the power demand on Van-
couver Island. Based on recent 
projections, he added, the new 
cables shouldn’t be considered 
until the end of the decade.

Among other points identi-
fi ed in a discussion guide pre-
pared by Carbon Talks is a call 
to increase the amount of ener-
gy produced on Salt Spring, a 
goal highlighted by the island’s 
position in the worst one per 
cent of communities across the 
province when it comes to the 
reliability of electricity distribu-
tion.

The meeting provoked a 
strong reaction from island-
ers like Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee member George 
Grams, who only received his 
invitation to the event after 
hearing about it through the 
island’s Chamber of Com-

merce.
“Of the participants that 

were identified as represent-
ing the Trust, one (Peter Lamb) 
had been out of offi ce for some 
years and the other (Tony 
Law) was from Hornby,” he 
said, adding that “none of the 
current Salt Spring local trust-
ees nor the CRD director had 
received an invitation.”

Although efforts to invite 
local elected officials were 
made after Carbon Talks staff 
were made aware of the over-
sight, Grams and Salt Spring 
electoral area director Wayne 
McIntyre had prior engage-
ments. Salt Spring LTC member 
Peter Grove was able to attend.

“I understand that they had 
some out of date mailing list 
which included past trustees 
and not the current ones,” 
Grove wrote in an email. 
“George got wind of it and got 
us invited.”

Jacquet said Carbon Talks’ 
discussions are kept small in an 
effort to promote the sharing 
of ideas in “a safe space where 
people can really dig into the 
issues.”

Proceedings of the meet-
ing will be made available on 
the carbontalks.ca website by 
the end of February, she said, 
although speakers’ names will 
be omitted in keeping with 
rules of order governing the 
event.

Grams said he feels any dis-
cussion of energy use on Salt 
Spring should have much 
broader community involve-
ment.

“This subject is an important 
one for our community,” he 
said. “BC Hydro has an impor-
tant role to play in discus-
sions on the energy future of 
the island, but in my view our 
community should lead this 
debate.”

“There are a lot of 

people on Salt Spring 

who are interested in 

alternative 

energies.” 

ELODIE JACQUET
Carbon Talks
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Flashback Friday
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ISLANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1972

This year we will be celebrating 40 years of serving the residents of Salt 

Spring Island.  
Back in 1972 the original K & R store opened its doors and so began 

what would prove to be the largest and longest running grocery outlet in the 

Gulf Islands.  We are now a 2nd generation “family owned and operated” 

company of islanders serving islanders.

Over the past 40 years a lot of things have changed here on the island 

but our mission has remained the same.   We continue to offer competitive 

pricing, the largest selection and superior service to our customers and the 

community.
Our way of saying thank you during our 40th Anniversary celebration is 

to bring back the 1972 pricing on special products every Friday.  

So each Friday will be FLASHBACK FRIDAY at Country Grocer where 

we will present one item at RETRO PRICING!

We are also bringing back some of nostalgia from 1972 with news items 

in the Driftwood from the same day 40 years ago.

I suggest you check the Driftwood every Wednesday for our 

FLASHBACK FRIDAY ad bringing you retro pricing from 1972!

We look forward to sharing this special year with you and want you to 

know that myself and the Country Crew here on Salt Spring are proud to 

“still be your foodstore!” Paul Large 
MANAGING PARTNER

            Son of co-founder

ANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS

Paul Large

ISLANDERS 
SERVING ISLANDERS

SINCE 1972

1972

STILL YOUR FOOD STORE
YearsYears

to 
d to 
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Airstrip Must Be Zoned First
- GOVERNED BY TWO BODIES

No airstrip, public or private may 

be established on Salt Spring Island 

without the approval of the Capital 

Regional Board.
On Tuesday, Dennis Young, execu-

tive director of the board told DRIFT-

WOOD that the regional district’s 

solicitors have advised directors that 

the present rural zoning on the island 

prohibits use of any property as a land-

ing strip without rezoning.
Technical approval by the federal 

department of transport is concerned 

with safety of the strip and not with its 

acceptance by the community.
There has been some concern ex-

pressed in the Fulford area over the 

proposal to establish an airstrip in the 

Burgoyne Valley, parallel with the 

main Fulford-Ganges Road.

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for 
your greeting, gifts 

& useful info.
250-537-1558

Fine cookware
& accessories 
available at:

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!

News 
Updates

Follow the Driftwood 

on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 

Portable AEDs save lives at the press of a button
Local Pharmasave 

owner jump-starts 

community initiative

 BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

 The Lady Minto Hospital 
Foundation, island physicians 
and Salt Spring Fire-Rescue want 
to put islanders at the vanguard 
of saving the lives of cardiac 
arrest victims.

“Our goal here tonight is to 
convince you that it’s a good idea 
to have more (automated exter-
nal defi brillators) on Salt Spring 
Island than we have now,” said 
Derek Fry, one of the founda-
tion’s members at large, during 
an AED workshop held last week.

Fry provided the opening 
address to a group of about 20 
community leaders, business 
owners and concerned citizens 
assembled to learn about AEDs 
from the perspective of medical 
professionals, emergency service 
providers and industry experts.

Dr. Shane Barclay, chief of 
staff at Lady Minto Hospital, 
has been trying to raise aware-

ness about the need for more 
AEDs on the island for years as 
mounting evidence published in 
research journals has confi rmed 
the devices’ benefi ts.

The lightweight laptop-sized 
units are designed to deliver an 
electrical jolt to a subject imme-
diately after the onset of sudden 
cardiac arrest.

Ventricular defi brillation, the 
most dangerous form of cardiac 
arrest, throws off the heart’s nat-
ural pumping rhythm.

“Instead of your heart pump-
ing it just quivers like a bag of 
worms,” he said.

More often than not, the result 
has been death.

“Once the heart stops or goes 
into fi brillation, from our point 
of view, you’re dealing with a 
dead person and the only way 
you’re going to bring them back 
to life is by getting electricity on 
them quickly.”

By “descrambling the defi-
brillation,” the electrical charge 
supplied by an AED offers the 
subject valuable time as more 
qualifi ed medical help travels to 
the scene.

Barclay said subjects face a 90 
per cent survival rate if treated 
with an AED within a minute of 
sudden cardiac arrest. Chances 
of survival drop precipitously to a 
70 per cent survival rate for treat-
ment within four minutes and a 
mere two per cent survival rate 
for patients who aren’t treated for 
10 minutes.

“In other words, you want to 
get a defi brillator on you really 
quickly,” he said.

What makes the units so 
attractive is that almost anyone 
can operate them.

The devices offer step-by-step 
voice instructions on how to treat 
a potential cardiac arrest victim. 
Clear diagrams and a simple 
interface allow users to have the 
machine set up within seconds. 
The units should be mounted on 
a wall in a highly visible and eas-
ily accessible location.

It didn’t take much more to 
persuade Gary Utter, the owner 
of Salt Spring’s two Pharmasave 
stores, to buy seven of the units 
displayed at last week’s work-
shop. Thanks to a provincially 
sponsored program, units are 

offered for approximately $1,300 
each.

“I just think that if we saved 
one life, my investment would 
pale in comparison,” Utter said. 
“If we can be a leader in the 
country and the province in 
terms of placing them I think it’s 
a positive thing.”

At least one unit will be placed 
at easily accessible locations at 
each Pharmasave location. Utter 
said he intends to consult fire 
chief Tom Bremner to determine 
ideal spots for the five other 
units.

Bremner, who was among the 
speakers at Wednesday’s meet-
ing, said the local fi re-rescue ser-
vice will provide yearly inspec-
tions of the devices and offer a 
basic four-hour fi rst-aid course 
for one employee of any orga-
nization or company that buys 
an AED. Anyone who’d like to 
receive more information about 
the device can call the Ganges 
fi re hall during regular business 
hours.

“The more we can have across 
the whole island, the better off 
we will be,” he said.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Chris Metcalfe, president of MediQuest Technolo-

gies, left, and Dr. Shane Barclay with a laptop-sized 

AED, one of several the Lady Minto Hospital and 

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue would like to see distrib-

uted around the island.
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Are YOU in the directory?
To advertise in the next SSI directory
Please call 250-537-2000  or email 

lionsdirectory@telus.net 

To add a new listing or change 
your current listing 

Deadline is February 15, 2012

We do not get automatic changes 
from Telus or Shaw so it is up to 
you to add or update your listing.

PUBLIC INPUT 
Proposed 2012-2013 Annual Budget  

Visit our web site at:  
www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

E-mail:  budget2012@islandstrust.bc.ca

We’d like to hear from you 

The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its proposed annual budget.  Trust 
Council will consider your input during its budget deliberations, before it makes a final 
decision during its quarterly business meeting March 6 - 8, 2012 on Gabriola Island. 

You can see the proposed budget on-line at www.islandstrust.bc.ca or you can get 
printed versions directly from the Islands Trust offices: 

1-500 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, BC 
Phone: 250-537-9144 

700 North Road 
Gabriola Island, BC 
Phone: 250-247-2063 

200-1627 Fort Street 
Victoria, BC 
Phone: 250-405-5151 

Submissions from the public regarding the proposed budget must be delivered to: 

Islands Trust Council 
Attention:  Treasurer 

#200-1627 Fort Street 
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8 

OR
Fax: (250) 405-5155  

OR
E-mail at:  budget2012@islandstrust.bc.ca 

If you want your submission to be considered as part of the Financial Planning 
Committee’s budget recommendation to Trust Council, and you want it to be in the 
public Trust Council meeting package and posted to the website, your submission 

must be received by NOON FRIDAY February 10. 

Later submissions will be accepted until NOON THURSDAY March 1st

and be delivered to Trust Council at its March 6th meeting.  

ALL BUDGET FEEDBACK WILL BE PROVIDED TO TRUST COUNCIL MEMBERS

If you would like to apply for a grant, for full and recently updated
information, including eligibility, and an application form, please go to 
www.saltspringislandfoundation.org. Applications must be received on or 
before March 30. (The next granting cycle will be in fall 2012.) 

Connecting your giving with island needs

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

Spring Grant Applications 

The purpose of the Salt Spring Island Foundation is to enrich the quality of life in 
our community. One of the ways it does this is through annual grants to a wide 

 

I will help you design 
 your dream home

website:

email:

Dennis Maguire
       Architect

www.dmarchitect.ca

dmaguire@dmarchitect.ca

Part of the Community since 1965

FERRIES 

Ferry advisory group wants to see 
fares drop, not just a tie to infl ation
Says service cuts 

must be balanced by 

subsidy

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Ferry Advisory Commit-
tee Chairs are upping the ante 
established by the BC Ferry 
Commissioner in recommen-
dations to overhaul the Coastal 
Ferry Act by calling for a 25 per 
cent fare rollback. 

Commissioner Gord Macatee 
and his deputy Sheldon Stoilen 
identifi ed fares as a top concern 
in the report they released last 
week, stating, “The overwhelm-
ing issue which came up at 
every public meeting and in vir-
tually every written submission 
during this review has been that 
of the affordability of fares.” 

Fares on the minor routes 
increased 80 per cent in the 
eight years between 2003 and 
2011, a result of “two principles 
which required elimination of 
cross-subsidization from the 
major groups, and the greater 

reliance on user pay.”
The commissioners recom-

mend removing these princi-
ples from the act and limiting 
increases to match inflation. 
The FACC chairs now propose 
it won’t be enough to start that 
system when the new price caps 
are announced in September.

“The FACC considers govern-
ment contribution to be ade-
quate if it brings fares back from 
the tipping point. That requires 
an initial fare roll-back, to cre-
ate a sustainable baseline for 
infl ation-indexed increases,” a 
press release states. 

“Only this method will restore 
traffi c to levels that will support 
the system,” added Bill Cripps of 
Northern Sunshine Coast FAC.

The FACC also commented 
on the commissioner’s propos-
al that ferry users must make 
accommodations, such as some 
loss to service levels. To take 
advantage of labour costs, the 
cuts would have to mean half or 
full days without ferry service on 
some routes.

FACC members support this 
idea within reason.

“Coastal ferry users have to be 
realistic and accept some ser-
vice changes,” said Salt Spring 
FAC chair Harold Swierenga.

“But we want to be abso-
lutely clear: service cuts are only 
acceptable if the provincial gov-
ernment does its part too, and 
increases its fi nancial contribu-
tion to adequately support the 
coastal ferry system. Anything 
else just won’t work.”

Another point that has island-
ers asking for more information 
is the commissioner’s recom-
mendation to improve vessel 
utilization and traffi c forecasting, 
in part by implementing a free 
reservation system and charging 
more for unreserved tickets.

Macatee said the idea is to 
create a better system overall, 
both for the corporation and for 
ferry-dependent users. He said 
many users of non-reservation 
routes voiced dissatisfaction 
at the public consultation ses-
sions.

“We aim to put more on 
routes that don’t have them so 
people don’t have to do things 
like get in line three sailings 

early to make sure they make it 
to their doctor’s appointment,” 
he said.

Phillip Vannini, a Royal Roads 
University professor who has 
been researching the meaning 
of the ferry service to coastal res-
idents, said he feels the commis-
sioner’s report does a good job 
refl ecting community concerns.

“I see this as very positive and 
a step forward,” he said.

“I also see the process as posi-
tive. The commissioners visited 
and they listened. They didn’t 
make a presentation and then 
leave.”

Based on his research, the 
Gabriola Island resident said 
having a two- or three-hour gap 
between sailings wouldn’t be an 
unreasonable sacrifi ce for most 
people.

“I don’t think that’s the end of 
the world,” he said.

 The commissioner has yet to 
hear back from Transportation 
Minister Blair Lekstrom about 
the recommendations and said 
he does not expect to do so until 
the province’s new budget is 
released. 

MARINE TRAGEDY 

Search called off for man gone 
missing from BC Ferries vessel
Salt Spring Islander 

assists with Sunday 

search

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

On Tuesday there was still no 
sign of a man who reportedly 
jumped overboard from the BC 
Ferries vessel Coastal Celebra-
tion on Sunday afternoon.

The search headed by Victo-
ria’s Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre began at around 1 p.m. 
on Jan. 29 after a sweep of the 
ferry in Tsawwassen failed to 
turn up any sign of the missing 
51 year old, according to a state-
ment from police in Delta.

Family members reported the 
man missing to ship staff before it 
docked at Tsawwassen after com-
pleting its voyage from Swartz 
Bay. Police say surveillance video 
shows a man going overboard 

between Active Pass and the 
Lower Mainland.

Helicopters and vessels and 
over 100 members of the Cana-
dian Air Force, U.S. Coast Guard, 
Canadian Navy, and Canadian 
Coast Guard searched the area 
before darkness fell at around 6 
p.m. 

Salt Spring’s Nick Boychuk, 
owner of Eagle Eye Vessel Assist, 
was among those who took part 
in the afternoon search. He said 
water conditions to the east of 
Active Pass were rough with three-
foot seas and whitecaps.

“We also conducted an exten-
sive search of the shore lines of 
Gossip Island, Mayne Island in 
Active Pass and Galiano,” he said. 
“As a mariner I feel a sense of 
responsibility to assist when a life 
is in peril in surrounding waters.”

The search came a week after 
Boychuk was involved in the 
recovery of Salt Spring Island’s 
Richard Legallou in Ganges Har-

bour.
He said the search included 

three navy training vessels, one 
Coast Guard Auxiliary boat out of 
Delta, the Cape Naden from Gan-
ges, the Coast Guard hovercraft 
out of Richmond, a U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter as well as three heli-
copters and two sea planes.

Many passengers aboard 
afternoon ferry sailings were 
also involved in the search as BC 
Ferries vessels continued to sail 
through the area.

“With all the resources avail-
able yesterday, if he was alive he 
would have been found,” Boy-
chuk said.

The investigation is still ongo-
ing, but there was no plan to con-
tinue the search, Delta police said.

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed the incident from the 11 
a.m. Coastal Celebration sailing 
from Swartz Bay to Tsawwassen 
or elsewhere is asked to contact 
the Delta police at 604-946-4411.

LAND USE

Online mapping tool seen as a 
boon for Gulf Islands residents 
Accessed 

through Islands 

Trust website

Islands Trust area resi-
dents can get closer to 
the ground with the new 
online MapIT system.

“This is a very excit-
ing new online mapping 
tool that gives islanders 
quick online access to 
much of the same map-
ping information that 
our staff and trustees 
use during the land-

use planning process,” 
said Linda Adams, chief 
administrative officer 
of the Islands Trust. 
“Now you can explore 
the islands with the click 
of a mouse in your own 
home. Or you can build 
your own custom map 
of a single property or 
an entire island. I think 
this will be a particularly 
useful and interesting 
tool for homeowners, 
community groups, 
students and business-
es that need property 
information, but anyone 

interested in knowing 
more about the islands 
or specific properties 
will fi nd it helpful.” 

According to a Trust 
press release, Islands 
Trust staff have assem-
bled mapped data in 
cooperation with several 
other agencies over the 
past number of years. 
MapIT puts it all in one 
place, matches it to 
legal property lines and 
makes it easily acces-
sible to the public. The 
new mapping interface 
provides many new 

features, such as more 
frequent updates of geo-
graphic information and 
simple, fast and infor-
mative data exploration 
and discovery tools. 

“MapIT will be a liv-
ing tool, continuously 
growing and evolving”, 
said Adams. “The next 
step is to link the zon-
ing classification for 
each property directly 
to the relevant land use 
bylaw.”

M a p I T  c a n  b e 
accessed through www.
islandstrust.bc.ca.
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149 FULFORD-GANGES RD • 250.537.5882
FINE COOKWARE  & ACCESSORIESFINE COOKWARE  & ACCESSORIES

flocking off to Mexicoflocking off to Mexico

SALE
20%ff

Everything in
the store

70% off
the stuff we 
are sick of 
looking at.

She’s 
gone for
2 weeks...

Deals
Every-
where!

Check it
Out!

SAM ANDERSON
A P P L I A N C E  R E P A I R

TEL: 250-537-5268
FAX: 250-537-1100
samander@telus.net

AEG, ASKO, BERTAZZONI, BLUE STAR, BLOMBERG, BOSCH,  DCS, DACOR, DANBY, 
ELECTROLUX, ELICA, FABER,  FISHER PAYKEL,  FRIGIDAIRE, GE,  GAGGENEAU, 
HOTPOINT, INGLIS, KITCHENAID, LG,  MARVELLE, MAYTAG, MIELE,  SUB ZERO, 

ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL, 

AUTHORIZED WARRANTY FOR

SAM ANDERSONSAM ANDERSON

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service
Factory Certifi ed Warranty Technician 

for all Makes and Models
Hot Water Tank and Appliance Installation

Licenced Refrigeration. Fully Insured. 
Emergency Service.

250-653-4148
Kapa Kai Glass

ON CALL &
  ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers

• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms

Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

TROY KAYE

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave
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SPECIAL
DELIVERY:
Tom McKeachie, right, 

picks up just-delivered 

salmon eggs for all Salt 

Spring school Salmo-

nids in the Classroom 

hatching projects, 

and coho eggs for 

the Cusheon Creek 

hatchery in Ganges 

Harbour. The delivery 

was made on Jan. 24 by 

DFO’s Conservation and 

Protection Branch staff : 

fi sheries offi  cer Cam-

eron Blacklock, left, and 

Don Lowen, fi sheries 

education coordinator 

for the region.

WATER COUNCIL

Council members back in the fl ow
Society holds fi rst 

annual AGM 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Members of Salt Spring’s 
Water Council shrugged off 
a controversial end to 2011 
at Friday’s AGM and regular 
public meeting with a focus 
on its full workload for the 
upcoming year.

Recent B.C. Supreme Court 
decisions to throw out confl ict 
of interest allegations against 
elected officials who had 
served with the Islands Trust 
and Capital Regional District 
while on the Water Council 
means $4,000 in funding from 
the Islands Trust can fl ow to a 
February groundwater work-
shop.

“It looks like we will have 
the resources to carry out 
the workshop and I am very 
pleased about that,” said 

George Ehring, water council 
chair and a former member of 
Salt Spring’s local Trust com-
mittee who was a defendant 
in the civil court case.

Council coordinator Peter 
Lamb said the Feb. 28 work-
shop will bring together a 
panel of experts to discuss the 
effects of climate change on 
groundwater resources, map-
ping of vulnerable groundwa-
ter areas, efforts to update the 
province’s Water Act, a pro-
posal to conduct a detailed 
hydrogeology study on the 
island, and status of the ongo-
ing well-monitoring program.

Lamb said well owners are 
invited to attend the public 
meeting to share their expe-
rience and learn from the 
experts.

“It’s really important that 
we get people who have expe-
rience and expertise. What I’d 
like to end up with is some 
sense of what concerns are 

on Salt Spring when it comes 
to groundwater,” he said. “I’m 
really quite excited that we 
can get this gang of people to 
have a discussion.”

The groundwater workshop 
is among a list of 10 projects 
Water Council directors hope 
to tackle this year. 

Discussion among the 
meeting’s dozen participants 
touched on efforts to revisit 
a septic monitoring program 
introduced within participat-
ing CRD communities in 2009. 
Former Salt Spring Island CRD 
director Garth Hendren opted 
out of the plan on grounds it 
was too costly and diffi cult to 
implement.

“I would hope that septic 
monitoring, particularly on 
St. Mary Lake, gets a little bit 
more attention,” said Ron 
Hawkins, a Water Council 
member. “More than just eye-
balling needs to go on there 
because we know that there is 

heavy incursion.”
According to the 2008 St. 

Mary Lake Watershed Man-
agement Plan, runoff from 
septic tanks accounts for 
approximately 29 per cent 
of the total phosphorus that 
enters the lake. Only natural 
regeneration of bottom sedi-
ment, at 63 per cent, ranks 
higher. Limiting phosphorus 
is known as the key to control-
ling the level of algal growth in 
the lake.

Council members amended 
the society’s bylaws so that 
locally elected officials need 
not serve as Water Council 
directors. John Borst, George 
Ehring, Rick Gilleland, Garth 
Hendren, Lorrie Hunt, Trevor 
Hutton and Angus Mitchell 
were elected to the council’s 
board of directors by accla-
mation. 

The Water Council’s next 
meeting is on Friday, March 
30 at 10 a.m. in Lions Hall.

NATURE

The good, the bad and the 
‘slugly’at Conservancy talk 
Illustrated slug and snail talk given 

by biologist Kristina Ovaska

An expert on B.C.’s amphibians and gastro-
pod mollusks is set to introduce islanders to 
some creatures they share their back yards 
with. 

Kristina Ovaska is a consultant population 
biologist who has studied slugs and snails of 
B.C. for over 15 years. She is also a UBC research 
associate and has worked in Central America, 
the West Indies and other exotic locations. 

On Friday, Feb. 10, Ovaska will present a 

wonderfully illustrated talk about these slimy 
citizens of forest and garden at 7 p.m. at Lions 
Hall. 

The talk is sponsored by the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy as part of the “eco-tourist in our 
own back yard” series of entertaining and infor-
mative talks about Salt Spring’s natural history.

“This presentation will introduce you to the 
slugs of B.C. and particularly of Salt Spring 
Island,” said Ovaska. “Meet the characters 
— the good, the bad and the incredibly slug-
ly. Learn how to identify a tail-dropper or a 
chocolate arion and find out how to catch a 
jumping slug.”

ISLAND HISTORY

Historical Hedger roots explored on Wed.
Laurie Hedger makes 

presentation at 

Central Hall

The Hedger family history will 
be brought to life on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8, when Laurie Hedger gives 
a presentation for the Salt Spring 
Historical Society. 

The Hedger family, which has 

roots on the island from 1861, 
settled in the Whims Road area.

The Hedgers are known for 
their community involvement. 
They ran the family farm for 
many years and have worked 
in the logging industry on the 
island. 

Laurie’s Recycling and Waste 
Disposal, which is located next 
to Country Grocer, is their latest 
venture. 

Beginning at 2 p.m. at Central 
Hall, Hedger will recount the 
early years and show photos of 
his family history on the island. 
Tea and coffee will follow. 

The historical society is always 
looking for program topics, so 
if anyone has special historical 
interests they would like to share, 
contact the society through its 
website at http://saltspringar-
chives.com/historical. 
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Ferry
tweaks

W
hat’s clear from last 
week’s Review of 
the Coastal Ferry 
Act is that the solu-

tions to BC Ferries’ woes come 
down to a not-so-simple choice 
between the undesirable and 
the perplexing.

Every time changes are made to one end of the 
system, tweaks are needed elsewhere. When the 
changes are severe, the tweaks can be jarring.

The phenomenon can be observed when it 
comes to the issue of capacity utilization, a mea-
surement the company uses to determine what 
percentage of its sailings is being fi lled with pay-
ing customers.

The report notes that routes with lower than 
average capacity utilization (such as Vesuvius-
Crofton) “drive signifi cant costs to the system” 

by burning fuel on sail-
ings where there are very 
few, if any, passengers or 
vehicles.

According to  data 
provided by BC Ferries, 
the removal of even one 
round trip per day for 
half the year on select 
minor routes stands to 
save the corporation 
upwards of $5.4 annually 
while posing “minimal 

disruption to riders.”
Although the report notes that it’s through the 

elimination of shifts, not sailings, that real cost 
savings can be accrued, the elimination of ferry 
sailings seems like a fair compromise.

It’s also sure to raise alarm bells for those among 
us who sometimes like to stay off island until the 
wee hours of mid-evening.

To avert the prospect of any local unrest, the BC 
Ferry Commissioner’s review proposes to turn the 
current reservation model “upside down.”

The idea is to offer passengers who book in 
advance a free reservation and charge those who 
choose to travel at the last minute a premium. 
By giving the company a sense of which sailings 
will be fi lled, it can eliminate one or more pre-
designated “optional sailings” if warranted by the 
lack of demand.

It’s a model that’s worked in the airline industry 
for years and, according to the commissioner, 
has merit because “it rewards people who plan 
ahead.”

While it should certainly be looked at in the mix 
of possible solutions, one can be sure it will clash 
with the hardy tradition of “island time.”

Ferry review needs gov’t support
BY HAROLD SWIERENGA

The BC Ferry Commissioner’s report of Jan. 24 has 
the potential of leading to a substantial reversal of the 
intent of the Coastal Ferry Act of 2003. 

While the intent of the CFA was to remove the ferry service as far 
as possible from the government’s fi nancial responsibility by mov-
ing toward a “user pay” principle, the result has been an escalation 
of fares to the point where ferry travel has dropped to a 20-year low 
with a resultant decline in the fi nancial prospects of BC Ferries. In 
economic jargon, the demand for ferry service has proven to be 
much more price-elastic than the CFA had obviously envisioned. 

The report is very clear regarding the negative impact the high 
fares have had on both the coastal community and on the fi nances 
of BC Ferries. Therefore the report recommends that future fare 
increases be limited to the rate of infl ation (CPI), although there is 
doubt that even that measure would lead to a signifi cant recovery 
of traffi c. A larger roll-back of fares to a level which would have 
been reached had they been indexed to infl ation since 2003 would 
have a more drastic impact, but would require a greater fi nancial 
contribution by the province. 

On the other hand, the report also recommends significant 
changes to be considered on the cost side of the ferry service. A 
reduction in the number of under-used sailings should be consid-
ered, although it would have to be kept in mind that some such 
sailings are almost-empty ships on the way to pick up a full load of 
commuters. A revamped, reservation system with no-cost advance 
booking would lead to better load projections and capacity utiliza-
tion. However, this would be diffi cult to implement in cases such as 
Fulford and Vesuvius where there is no ticketing. 

A move towards lower cost liquefi ed natural gas instead of diesel 
fuel, it is estimated, could save up to $30 million per year, but there 
would be signifi cant conversion costs for existing ships. In some 
areas there may be merit in passenger-only ferry service, especially 
for commuters, if connecting public transit is available. In summa-

ry, numerous suggestions are made for consideration 
and most would lead to some change in how the ferry 
service is provided. 

A major suggestion in the report refers to the need 
by the province and BC Ferries to establish a vision for the future of 
the ferry service. It has been my contention that the original con-
cept of a comprehensive coastal ferry service acting as an engine 
of economic and community development has been downgraded 
over the years and the service treated by the province as a utility to 
be operated at least cost to the provincial treasury. Yet the ferries 
are absolutely essential to a major part of the provincial population 
and economy and it behoves the province to establish a fi rm vision 
of how the system fi ts into the provincial society and economy. 

What could the report mean to a typical ferry user of Salt Spring 
Island and elsewhere? Depending on how many of the commis-
sioner’s 24 major recommendations are implemented by the prov-
ince we could, for instance, see fares increasing at no more than the 
CPI, free reservations on all routes where they are possible such as 
Route 1 (Swartz Bay-Tsawwassen) and a refocusing of BC Ferries on 
the needs of the ferry users. 

On the other hand, we may also see a reduction in the number 
of sailings and a resulting reduction in convenience. However, if 
as recommended, the province also recommits itself fi nancially to 
the ferry service on the coast, the long-term sustainability of the 
service should be enhanced. The coastal residents should expect 
no less. 

The Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee submitted sev-
eral extensive reports to the commissioner’s review and trusts that 
these had some infl uence on the fi nal recommendations. Needless 
to say, the general thrust of the report has been very well received 
by the FACs on the coast. The task now is to help ensure the recom-
mendations are, in fact, acted on by the province. 

The writer is chair of the SSIFAC. 
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It is said that there are no more than six 
degrees of separation between any two 
humans on the planet. This “small world” 
notion argues that through a series of fi ve 
friends or acquaintances, anyone can make 
a direct connection with any sixth person 
anywhere in the world. The preponderance 
of world travel, the internet and social net-
working in the last decade have probably 
decreased that number. In fact, judging by 
the number of e-mails I receive informing 
me of the millions I have waiting for me 
in unclaimed bank accounts, I must be a 
household name in countries like Uganda 
and Nigeria.

On Salt Spring Island, however, six degrees 
of separation has a completely different 
connotation. Here the term refers to the six 
different stages a couple must go through 
during the process of separating. There’s 
no real time limit for how long the whole 
procedure takes and most short-cuts usually 
backfi re so that the entire painful experience 
is actually prolonged.

Let’s take a closer look at each degree or 
stage as the separation progresses. 

In the initial stage, both halves of the cou-
ple agree to stay together but live in separate 
parts of the house. This is done for the sake 
of the kids, the pets, or strictly for economic 
reasons so that the combined budget doesn’t 
have to be stretched to cover the expense of 
two residences. This change can be some-
what confusing for the children as they won-
der why Daddy is spending so much time 

behind the hanging blanket, 
but they fi gure he’s just going 
through one of his phases 
like when he got into tango 
dancing and you couldn’t talk 
to him about anything else.

As time moves on, the 
couple progresses to the sec-
ond stage of separation. They 
agree that one of them must move out of the 
house but still remain on the property. This 
way, both parties are still available for duties 
such as driving the kids to soccer practice 
or taking the dog for a walk. One of the 
adults remains in the house while the other 
moves into the garage, studio or crawl space. 
The kids are now aware that something is 
going on but fi nd it easy to adapt as they 
are now probably getting more attention 
from both parents than they did before this 
whole separation business started. The dog 
is somewhat confused but sees it as a game, 
while the cats look bored and stare off into 
space. The gerbil doesn’t give a damn as long 
as nobody messes with the cardboard toilet 
paper core he sleeps in inside his cage.

Stage 3 (also known as “The 3rd Degree”) 
occurs when the couple decides it would be 
better for all concerned if there was some 
distance created between the two factions 
in order to minimize the “in your face” 
encounters. A second residence (which is 
not on the same property) is rented. Both of 
the separating parties take turns living in the 
second house while the kids (or dog, cats, 

gerbil) continue to be the 
main occupants of the prin-
cipal dwelling. This “revolv-
ing door” strategy creates a 
“whatever” coping behav-
iour in the kids, while the 
dog starts acting more pos-
sessive of his chow dish. The 
cats still look bored and the 

gerbil spends most of the time hiding under 
crumpled toilet paper.

The fourth degree of separation is also 
known as the “sorry I didn’t call fi rst” stage. 
In this stage, the person who is presently not 
staying in the family home constantly fi nds 
reasons or excuses to drop in unexpectedly 
in order to fi nd a tool or borrow a kitchen 
utensil or take a shower because the hot 
water tank in the rented house sucks. Usu-
ally the kids and the dog are elated to have 
everybody together again while the cats 
spend an inordinate amount of time staring 
at the gerbil.

Eventually, both adults graduate to the 
fifth degree where they each now live in 
their own space and stay put while the kids 
travel back and forth between them at pre-
arranged times. The term “pre-arranged” is 
an extremely controversial word which usu-
ally leads to an argument because neither 
party admits to having agreed with what the 
other believed to be the understanding. This 
is especially magnifi ed if one of the parents 
moves off the island and complex logistics 
must be enacted in order to complete the 

transfer of the children on and off the ferry. 
The dog is sad when the kids are away, the 
cats pout when they return and the gerbil 
has by now developed eczema.

The sixth and fi nal degree of separation 
evolves with time as all parties become 
accustomed to the new order. Life has now 
achieved a sense of “normalcy” and inter-
changes have become quite civil. In fact, 
friends of the separating couple begin to 
wonder why they don’t just get back togeth-
er. The peaceful truce is suddenly disrupted 
when one of the parties introduces the other 
to that “special person” who is now part of 
the picture. All hell breaks loose and nobody 
remembers or cares what degree they had 
reached in the separation. The kids with-
draw, the dog throws up on the living room 
rug and the cats disappear for hours (or until 
their food dishes are fi lled again). Only the 
gerbil maintains composure and perspec-
tive as he continues to race around and 
around on his whirling wheel in an attempt 
to show everyone that life is one big cycle 
and there are actually 360 degrees.

There you have it. Nobody asked me, but 
all this talk about the six degrees of separa-
tion is making my own head spin like a gerbil 
wheel. Doesn’t sound like anything I want 
to go through any time ever. Maybe it’s time 
to drop the subject and go answer some of 
those e-mails from Africa . . . .

thyme2001@hotmail.com

Three-way 
stop a better 
Central idea 

I have lived and driven 
on Salt Spring Island for 30 
years so consider it justi-
fied in having an opinion 
regarding the proposed 
changes to the Central 
intersection.

I agree with Tom David’s 
Jan. 25 letter about the 
impractical nature of a 
roundabout (too much 
space, too expensive, dif-
ficult for trucks etc.) and in 
all these years I have never 
heard anyone suggest it 
except in jest.

After some consider-
ation I think a three-way 
stop with a  stop s ign 
added on North End Road 
would be the most effec-
tive. Most of the traffic 
entering the intersection is 

coming from Lower Gan-
ges Road and either turn-
ing left to Vesuvius or con-
tinuing north along North 
End Road and this traffic 
should be given the right 
of way. The suggestion of 
a four-way stop creates a 
scenario of Lower Ganges 
Road traffic backed up to 
the golf course at peak 
times as frustrated driv-
ers try to access Portlock 
Park, Vesuvius Bay Road 
and the ferry. 

Observing over the years 
southbound drivers rock-
eting through the intersec-
tion from North End Road, 
I would be surprised if that 
wasn’t the main cause of 
accidents. A four-way stop, 
however, is not a solution 
and could lead to more 
congestion, accidents and 
frustration.
RICK LAING, 
W I L K I E  W A Y

Enough help 
already 

Regarding your ques-
tion of the week “Should 
the Islands Trust give help 
to SS Metal Recycling?” — 
my question is: “Hasn’t the 
Islands Trust helped this 
business enough by allow-
ing it to operate, develop a 
clientele and profit, with-
out benefit of zoning or 
licenses, for approximate-
ly four years at the expense 
of the law-abiding neigh-
bours?”
TOM PICKETT,
L E E  R O A D 

No personal 
insults, please

I am writing because 
I am offended that Ross 
King made fun of  Salt 
Spring Local Trust Com-
mittee chair Sheila Mal-

colmson in his Jan. 18 let-
ter to the editor. 

I find it sad that people 
stoop to personal insults. I 
am surprised that this let-
ter was published. 

It is hard enough to run 
these meetings as it is. No 
one wants to feel afraid on 
Salt Spring, which should 
be a warm, welcoming 
place.

I have only met Sheila 
once, at the Jan. 5 LTC 
m e e t i n g .  S h e  s e e m e d 
quite professional. She is 
just another person doing 
a job and does not deserve 
to be hated or made fun 
of.
JENNY MCCLEAN,
G A N G E S

Selling off our 
resources

Why are our political 
leaders so anxious to get 
rid of all our resources?

Raw logs are shipped out 
as fast as can be. Now the 
bitumen is to be shipped 
out as soon as pipelines 
can be built.  Next, our 
water will be sold in the 
new arrangement with 
Europe.  There  wi l l  be 
nothing left for our grand-
children.

Perhaps with no clean 
air or clean water no one 
will want to live here any-
way. 
PAT O’NEILL,
H O W E L L  L A N E 

Benefi ts 
slashed 

I am a member of the 
retired public service plan. 
When I retired in 1996, part 
of our retiring benefits at 
the time was full coverage 
of our medical premiums, 
extended health and den-
tal premiums. These were 
negotiated by the unions.

In 2008, the B.C. Liberal 
Party under Gordon Camp-
bell took away the major-
ity of dental and extended 
care benefits, and sliced 
the medical service plan by 
50 per cent.

Now the Liberal party 
under Christy Clark is 
finishing the cutbacks to 
all retired public service 
seniors. She is removing 
the rest of the Medical Ser-
vices Plan benefi t starting 
April 1, 2012. This means 
that coming in March we 
will be billed what we have 
to pay.

I had thought I was OK 
when I received a small 
pension increase. It didn’t 
quite cover a full tank of 
gas, but it would help. Now 
it’s all gone — plus more.

Thank you for such a 
nice New Year’s present.
BARRY PINCHIN,

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What are your thoughts about the BC Ferry Commissioner’s review?

WENDYL ARNOLD 
I guess the ferries run-
ning empty will have to be 
addressed. You can’t expect 
the company to keep run-
ning those.

DOROTHY CHRISTOPHERSON
I just moved to the island and 
had a rude awakening. I thought 
the report was poorly worded and 
fi lled with extravagant language.

KELLY GOODWIN
I agree something needs to be 
done. I just spent the last week 
travelling back and forth and 
it was a nightmare.

CARL GRAHAM
I think it was an honest 
appraisal. The response will 
be more signifi cant than the 
review.

DAVE PETTMAN
A cap on ferry fares can’t be all 
that bad can it? Also, I think 
islanders should be offered 
further discounts to travel at 
off-peak times.

Six degrees of separation — and the gerbil

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I just think that if we saved one life, my investment 
would pale in comparison.”

GARY UTTER, PHARMASAVE SALT SPRING

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

NOBODY ASKED ME BUT 

Shilo
Zylbergold

MORE LETTERS  continued on 11
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OPINION

A southern Gulf Islands university: why not just do it?
BY ROSS KING 

As we well know, on Salt Spring 
Island we can’t “do” steel mills and we 
can’t “do” coffee-roasting” and some 
are saying we can’t “do” metal-recy-
cling in our little paradise.  Short of 
throwing ourselves collectively into 
the social welfare net, what, then, can 
we do?

Trustee Peter Grove said: “Let’s ‘do’ 
something cerebral,” and this reso-
nates with what we have been think-
ing — and, indeed, by all accounts, 
several others too, on parallel tracks.  

To illustrate best the goal to which 
we would like to attain over the next 
couple of generations is a university 
of the southern Gulf Islands. Think 
Banff Centre! This started as the 
Banff School of Fine Arts and has 
now metamorphosed into its cur-
rent format where lots of very inter-
esting programs are taught, to say 
nothing of bringing in the confer-
ence business. Banff can’t do any-
thing that we, on Salt Spring, can’t 
do!

Think Hollyhock (on Cortes 
Island), which is a year-round centre 
for all sorts of environmental and 
“new age” sharing and learning. We 
can do that too!

Think of the economic stabil-

ity, year-round, such an enterprise 
would bring to Salt Spring and the 
southern Gulf Islands!

So how do we get to “there” from 
“here?”

Salt Spring is home to a lot of very 
competent, skilled and committed 
people, many already running cours-
es that bring in people from all over 
North America — e.g., rammed earth 
construction techniques; painting; 
editing; weaving, to name but a few. I 
understand the fi ne arts groups run 
many programs and are already look-
ing at a school of fi ne arts. Here, ladies 
and gentlemen, we have the acorns 
from which the university will grow.

What we are suggesting is:
There is synergy in coalescing like-

minded practitioners under respec-
tive umbrellas (future faculties) such 
as fi ne arts, crafts, music, performing 
arts, agriculture, etc., 

An embryonic university could 
start from a simple but well-crafted 
website, a central accommodations 
bureau and a co-ordinator (with a 
calendar) in someone’s basement. 
The ultimate aim is one-stop shop-
ping for students, participants and 
visitors.

The website showcases our island, 
the courses on offer, the calendar of 

events and the recreational opportu-
nities available.

We are now asking for expres-
sions of interest from all who might 
be attracted to an expansion of their 
activities and who share such a 
vision. 

We would like to get them together 
in a hall and brainstorm ideas rang-
ing from a suitable name for the insti-
tution, the structure of a co-ordinat-
ing agency, central accommodations 
booking, available facilities, through 
to an outline of the ultimate faculties.

We have already discussed this 
with our three new politicians and 
all are behind this idea. Approaches 
are being made in the immediate 
future to the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Community Economic Develop-
ment Commission of the CRD and 
the Salt Spring Foundation, inter alia.

We would most certainly like to 
meet with the acorns of the agricul-
tural faculty: some very interesting 
stuff is going on with sustainable hor-
ticulture, locavorism, lamb-farming 
and processing, orcharding and 
cheese-making, etc. The Farmers’ 
Institute already constitutes a “bricks 
and mortar” centre.

We are keen to establish what syn-
ergy there might be between us and 

the fi ne arts group — at least, to keep 
apprised of who does what.

I have no proprietary or pecuniary 
interest in any of this . . . it appeals to 
my fertile brain!

There is a strong feeling afoot that 
the teeter-totter on Salt Spring has 
swung to a new “yes, we can!” mood 
of optimism. Surf’s up, ladies and 
gentlemen!

“There is a tide in the affairs of 
men.

“Which, taken at the fl ood, leads 
on to fortune . . . .” (Brutus in Julius 
Caesar) 

In conclusion, I would like to paint 
a picture of the faculties that might 
exist in fi ve to 10 years’ time . . . just to 
whet your appetite!

Farming and agriculture: sustain-
ability and locavorism; small com-
munity farming; preservation of heri-
tage species and research; aquacul-
ture; sustainable forestry.

Fine arts: music, dance, classi-
cal, modern, contemporary music 
and performance,  schools, festivals, 
literature, writing, editing, English 
as a Second Language, performing 
arts and theatrical management, 
cinematography (enjoin the Galiano 
school?), crafts, weaving, basketry, 
embroidery, pottery, etc.

Physical education: school for fi t-
ness trainers, outdoor education, 
adventure travelling and certifica-
tion, marine park conservation and 
education, fishing and the marine 
habitat, sailing school with certifi ca-
tion, diving school, seaplane training 
school, parasailing, rock-climbing, 
circus school.

Sports training: tennis camps, golf 
camps, soccer camps. 

Cookery, with emphasis on loca-
vorism; new age studies; creating 
sustainable communities in remote 
areas — opportunities and solu-
tions; indigenous studies; herbal 
medicines; local foods; culture and 
mysticism; centre for alternative 
building materials and codes rel-
evant to rural communities; low-
cost solutions; rainwater processing; 
grey-water recycling; geothermal 
energy.

Could we have a “bricks and mor-
tar” campus with residences in 10 to 
20 years?

Please let us know your thoughts. 
Contact me, Ross King, at 250-537-
0666. 

To coin a phrase: let’s “Just Do It!”

The writer has an MBA and is a 
retired engineer living on Salt Spring.

RANTS and 
Roses
Rants

To the little grey-
bearded man with the 
walking stick: please 
stop urinating — often 
and in broad daylight 
— on the public path 
leading up beside the 
Driftwood. Our chil-
dren walk there. Rich-
ard Less 

Rants to the Salt 
Spring Conservancy for 
destroying and barri-
cading the hiking trails 
on Mount Bruce and 
Hope Hill.  I thought 
the conservancy’s mis-
sion was to protect land 
from development, not 
prevent residents and 
visitors from enjoying 
it! D. Rumsey

Roses
A large bouquet of 

the finest roses to all 
the amazing musicians 
and singers who per-
formed in the recent 
G I S S  m u s i c  c o n -
cert. What a fantastic 
group of very talented 
youth in our com-
munity. Thanks also 
to everyone involved 
in putting this show 
together, especially 
Bruce Smith, the music 
teacher. Thank you 
from a very apprecia-
tive audience.  

Bouquets of roses to 
Melanie and Ian Wil-
liamson for taking us 
in and giving us a bed 
(their bed) when we 
were stuck on the ice 
on our way home from 
Burns Night at the 
Legion. Neighbours like 
this are beyond value. 
Sheila and Nils Chris-
tensen

Roses and many, 

many thanks. I am 
absolutely blessed and 
overwhelmed at the 
outpouring of support 
in so many ways that 
I continue to receive 
from friends, acquain-
tances and some peo-
ple I don’t even know! 
A simple thank-you 
seems inadequate, 
but you certainly have 
mine! Jill Tarswell

A single “Rosa Sim-
plicifoliae” to all those 
who made the fi rst Salt 
Spring Spelling Bee 
such a success. Offi-
cials: Scott Hylands, 
Shilo Zylbergold, Kathy 
Page, Jean Southgate, 
Joel Shaver. Great food: 
Mark K i lner.  Won-
derful music: Wesley 
Hardisty. The teams 
from: Island Savings, 
Lady Minto, Salt Spring 
Books, Salt Spring Fire-
Rescue, Salt Spring 
Library and GISS. All 
those who came to the 
event and contributed 
to GISS athletics. All 
the businesses who 
gave so many wonder-
ful prizes to the cause: 
Studio One, House-
boat, Mouat’s, Phar-
masave, Pomodoro, 
West of the Moon, TJ 
B e a n s ,  Mi d - Is l a n d 
Co-op, SS Books, North 
End Fitness, Thrifty’s, 
Country Grocer and 
Sports Traders. And, 
of course, the staff and 
students of GISS. We 
look forward to next 
year!

An enormous bou-
quet of trimmed and 
colourful roses to all 
my clients for all your 
support while I was 
recuperating. Thank 
you. I am back to work 
now. Patti — Beauty at 
the Beach


