
Salute to the sixties 
For the second annual Canada Day historical 

section, the Driftwood is thrilled to feature some 
photographs of late Salt Spring photographer 
Marshall Sharp, courtesy of his wife Nora and 
daughter Betty Taylor, who still live on the island. 

Marshall Sharp was a retired R.C.A.F. squad­
ron leader who moved to Salt Spring with his 
family in 1960, settling on Beddis Road. 

Until his death in 1973, Sharp was a well-

1. The September 15, 1960 Driftwood 
reported: "The shock of the week was seeing 
Johnny Bennett drive through Ganges with a 
cow in the back seat ... Another startling event 
for a resident of Burgoyne Bay last Tuesday eve­
ning about 6 p.m. was hearing a loud, screaming 
roar and looking up in time to see an object 
plunge into the bay about 75 feet from shore. It 
made a terrific 'hole' in the water and the water 
bubbled for nearly five minutes. It had all the 
earmarks of a meteor or something from outer 
space." 

known island photographer, who took pictures 
for all kinds of private and public functions. 

Sharp also served as a school trustee, chaired 
the library board and was a hydro meter reader. 
fie enjoyed sailing, the outdoors, scuba diving, 
inventing and reading. 

Since the photos are a random selection from 
the 1960s, including the 1967 aerial shot of Gan­
ges, above, we plucked news from the 1960s-era 

2 • Gavin C. Mouat donated 50 acres of land 
to the provincial government for a park site, with 
the announcement made by Premier W.A. C. 
Bennett on Salt Spring in July of 1960. Mount 
Maxwell Provincial Park was also worked on 
during that year. 

3 • Legion Fishing Derby winners in 1960 
included John Bennett (whose boat broke down 
in Active Pass), Dick Royal, Betty Mouat, Ricky 
Parsons and Frank Stevens. 

Driftwood papers to replace some of the facts in 
last year's inaugural historical section, compiled 
by historical society members and our staff. 

If anyone can identify people in the pho­
tographs, please call the Driftwood office 
at 537-9933, or send an e-mail message to 
news@gulfislands.net. 

We hope you enjoy the stroll through 1960s 
Salt Spring - and Happy Canada Day! 

4. Gavin C. Mouat died on November 26, 
1961, at the age of 68. Mouat had worked in 
the family store, served in France in World War 
I, engaged in farming and headed Salt Spring 
Lands, among many other community and busi­
ness activities. "So many of the local improve­
ments on Salt Spring Island were initiated by 
Gavin Mouat and interwoven with his career, 
that it is difficult to find any that did not feel his 
inspiration and assistance," noted the Driftwood 
story on Mouat's death. 
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ABOVE LEFT: A Rotary club float in Ganges. At right, laying of wreaths for 
Remembrance Day at the cenotaph after it was moved and became part of the 
new Centennial Park in 1967. 

, 5. The Salt Spring fire 
department held the grand 
opening of its new fire hall 
on Boxing Day, 1961. 

6 • Eighty people parad­
ed from the Legion Hall 
for the Remembrance Day 
parade in 1961 the larg­
est turn-out of veterans in 
recent years. Legion presi­
dent John Sturdy was in 
command of the parade 
and parade marshal was 
Frederick Jackson. 

7 • Salt Spring's golf and 
country dub was founded 
in 1961 and work on the 
15-campsite Mouat Park 
also got underway. 

8. Premier WA.C. Ben­
nett purchased property on 
Sunset Drive in 1961, fuel­
ling hopes that the island's 
potholes and ferry schedule 

problems would be attend­
ed to. 

9. Class of 1962 mem­
bers were Lyn Akerman, 
Joan Bidwell, Ronald 
Bonar, Jean Galbraith, 
Susan Graham, Shane 
Heinekey, John Money, 
Kathie Morrison, Bruce 
Murakami, Marilyn Par­
sons, Donald Sharp & John 
Sturdy. Grad exercises held 
at Mahon Hall at 8:15, fol­
lowed by a dance from 10 
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Bidwell 
was the valedictorian. 

1 0 • North Salt Spring 
Island Water District 
imposed a parcel tax for the 
first time in 1962. Cost was 
$16 for a property of one 
acre or less with a house, to 
$22 for more than 10 acres 
with one or more houses 
($22). The monthly charge 
was $4 for up to 3,000 gal-

Ions of water per month. 
A bond of issue of 

$35,000, to be spread over 
25 years, was needed to 
meet minimum mainte­
nance standards, said water 
board chair man C.R. 
Horel. 

11 • In 1962, land was 
purchased by the B.C. 
Ferry Authority for a future 
terminal at Long Harbour. 

12 • Bill Evans' sheep 
dogs again won provincial 
championships in 1962. 

13 • The 40-car Queen 
of the Islands, serving the 
Tsawwassen-Gulf Islands 
route, took its maiden run 
on July 4, 1963. Welcome 
ceremonies took p'lace at 
Ganges dock. 

14 • Pirate Days - a 
Sea Capers predecessor 
- was declared a success 
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Photo circa 1979 - Manager Ben Martens 
and support staff Don Cunningham. 

Thank you 
Salt Spring for your years of support. 

We are proud to be a part of this great 
community and serving you is our #1 priority. 

Ken Marr, Mike Stefancsik and staff. 

Wmdsor Plywood 
'---~-~537-5564 __ _ 

Dick Toynbee Jr. (left) was among the youth in a driver education class offered by 
a Duncan company. The photo was taken outside the then-new high school (now 
Salt Spring Island Middle School), which was opened in 1967. 

when first held in 1963, 
but cancelled the next year 
by committee chairman 
C.R. Horel due to lack of 
interest. 

15. An automatic tele­
phone system came to the 
island in 1964, marking 
the birth of the 537 tele­
phone exchange. 

16 • Approval to bor­
row funds to build a new 
high school on Salt Spring 
passed by 71 per cent in 
a June 1964 referendum. 
Similar questions had failed 
on two previous occasions. 

17 • Pink seagulls were 
reported around various 
shore points of the island 

in 1964. "The mystery was 
never completely solved," 
stated the Driftwood. 

18. Salt Spring's Cen­
tennial Library was opened 
in 1964, and the Shell Ser­
vice station was refurbished 
by the McManus brothers. 

19 • A large water tank 
was installed for Scott Point 
residents in June of 1965. 

2 0 • Leisure Lanes 
bowling alley opened in 
1965. 

21 . Ganges Govern­
ment Building opened 
on October 15, 1965 by 
WA.C. Bennett. 

Salt Spring has been home to the 
Mcfadden & Hedger families since 
1861. We have taken part in horse 
logging, farming, fishing, market 
gardening and land development. 
Having lived off the land and sea and 
prepared sites for island residents 
to live, we are pleased to provide a 
service that supports the environment. 

22. A Centennial plaque 
commemorating the long 
association between the 
Canadian Scottish Regiment 
and Salt Spring men who 
passed through the ranks 
of the famous regiment was 
installed on Legion Hall in 
May of 1966. 

23 • Construction of 
a new Ganges wharf was 
announced in 1966, with a 
$58,505 contract awarded 
to the Pacific Piledriving 
Company. 

24. Centennial Park 
opened on July 8, 1967 with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and visitor Lieutenant Gov­
ernor George Pearkes. 

La«!tie4- James Mcfadden 

RECYCLING & WASTE SERVICE INC. 

Sam - Spm Monday thru Saturday 
Drop-off next to Ganges Village Market 

653-9279. 537-9898 

Additional copies of the 
Looking Back 

Historical Section 
are available in limited numbers 

at the Driftwood 

D:ti:f'f:WOod 
328 Lower Ganges Rd. 
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25 • Pioneer Village, 
a Salt Spring Lions Club 
project that was built by 
J .L. Patterson of Duncan, 
officially opened on June 
16, 1967. 

26 • Ganges area prop­
erty voters against incor­
poration of the village in 
a June 1967 vote. Results 
were yes, 91; no, 1 09; three 
ballots were spoiled, with 
370 eligible voters. Incor­
poration was seen as a way 
to bring in a village sewer 
system. 

27. The Gulf Islands 
were brought into Capi­
tal Regional District by 
an order-in-council on 
October 17, 1967. Doug 
Cavaye was Salt Spring's 
first appointed director 
and, Joan Purchase was 
the Outer Islands rep 
from Pender. The move 
would pave the way for 
local zoning and plan­
ning controls. Regional 
districts were being set up 
throughout B.C. "to pro­
vide a form of administra­
tion more widely appli­
cable than the towns or 
municipalities they may 
embrace and less exten­
sive than the province as 
a whole." 

ABOVE: The annual Shrove Tuesday pancake race in 1968. Pancakes were flipped 
in a pan as the guys raced down the street. Above right, the new Bank of Mon­
treal building is constructed next to the old one in 1968. 

28 • World Day of. 
Prayer was held on Salt 
Spring for the first time on 
February 10, 1967 at Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church. 

29. In 1967 Lady 

Minto Hospital served 663 
children and adults, and 
27 babies were born there. 
Those figures were up from 
464 patients and 17 babies 
in 1966. 

30 • Carol Moulton 
was May Queen of Fulford 
in 1968. 

31 • Ontario Drive 
residents protested plans 
to install a boat-launch­
ing ramp at the foot of 
their road at a Chamber 
of Commerce meeting in 
March of 1968. 

32 • Fred Morris retired 
as a Salt Spring school bus 
driver in June of 1968, 
after 17 years behind the 
wheel. 

33. Ganges RCMP 
investigated numerous 
complaints of youths being 

"forcibly shorn of their 
long hair," reported the 
June 6, 1968 Driftwood. 

34 • Salt Spring fire­
men staged a Hall owe' en 
fireworks display in 1968 
for the first time. It lasted 
almost half an hour. 

35. Rita Dods took 
over the Reef Fish and 
Chip Shop at the end of 
November in 1968. 

36 • The Bank of 
Commerce became Salt 
Spring's second bank when 
it opened in 1969, join­
ing the Bank of Montreal, 
which had received a new 
building in 1968. 

37 • Incumbent MP 
Tommy Douglas held 
his Nanaimo-Cowichan 
and the Islands seat after 
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In 1912, the Mouat Brothers moved into a new building, 
the one still occupied by the store. 

Canada is only 40 years older than Mouat's Trading. Thank 
you Salt Spring for 98 years of incredible support! 

- from all the folks at Mouats. 
........ ........ .. ... .. .. ..... .... .. ..... ..... ........ ... ... .. ... ... ..... ...... ..... ... ................. ....... ....... 
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The North Salt Spring Waterworks District was established in 1913 

the Ganges Water and Power Company. It grew steadily over the years 
become the largest Water Improvement District on the island with 1--- ;;;r::zd 

active connections and a tax roll of 1956 to date. 
We have eight full time staff with a combined total of 121 years 

in bulk water treatment, distribution and admin. support. Quamtcatlons 
range from office administration and accounting, five ... certified 
and an Applied Science Technologist: 

We contract our services to some of the other small districJs to onP.r;:~tP. i.W¥01 

and maintain their systems. 
With the help of other· contributors the district purchased the 

Lake watershed in 2001 to protect the communities water supply. 
staff members are involved in volunteer work in their private capacity. 

the February 1969 fed­
eral election. Later in the 
year, Socred John Tisdalle 
retained his Saanich and 
the Islands provincial seat. 

38. Use of rifles was 
banned on the Gulflslands 
in 1969 following the acci­
dental fatal shooting of 
land surveyor Peter Arnell 
on Salt Spring the year 
before. 

39. Ian Kyle won a 
bicycle for selling the most 
tickets in the annual greasy 
pig contest in October of 
196 9. Kids catching the 
pigs, provided by John 
and Mary Stepaniuk, were 
Kyle, Colin Byron, Michele 
Larson, Alex McManus, 
Debbie Woodley, Danny 
Fraser, Janice Ryles, Brian 
Bogdanovich and Bobby 
Empey. 
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Pirate Days participants get into the spirit of the 
occasion. The festival was similar to Sea Capers. 

On December 14, 2005, the Islands 
Farmers Institute will begin its 
110th year of community service, 
supporting the island's · agriculture 
and rural community lifestyle. The 
current directors proudly feel that this 
is a significant achievement ~ worth 
celebrating . 

• Since the first 17 settlers in 1859, the cultural heritage of Salt Spring 
has been about agriculture. 

• In the spring of 1860, Jonathan Begg and J. P. Booth started the 
"Salt Springs Island Agricultural Society." In 1868 they joined 
with Cowichan and Chemainus farmers holding their first "Annual 
Agricultural Exhibition," at Maple Bay . 

• December 14, 1895, when the"Fair"was moved to Duncan, Salt Spring 
farmers formed, once more, their own Association, the forerunner of 
our present day "lslands Farmers Institute." 

• One of the two items on that first agenda was a 30' by 60' public 
gathering building, completed by the "Institute" in 1896 ~ today's 
Central Hall. The first Fall Fair was held there and across the road on 
October 14, 1896. 

• In 1896 Burgoyne Bay Schoolhouse was rebuilt and the Fall Fair held 
there in 1900. 

• The Islands Farmers Institute acquired, on behalf of the public, its 
landmark property on Rainbow Road, with a museum of the rich rural 
history of Salt Spring. 

• Here, also, is held the annual Fall Fair ~ the most seminal and vibrant 
community event on Salt Spring, involving 500 volunteers. 

Please join us again this year for Fall Fair~ September 17th and 18th. The 
theme of this year is aptly titled ~ "Farming: Food for Thought." 

Historical research continues thanks to able assistance 
from the Salt Spring Island Archives. 
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40 • A ba~ on subdivision 
of Gulf Islands land into parcels 
smaller than 1 0 acres in size was 
imposed by the provincial gov­
ernment in November of 1969. 

41 • Lees Hill used to be called 
Maple Hill because of seven large 
maple trees on that spot, advises 
islander Gordon Lee. Two of the 
trees are still standing. 

42 • Vesuvius Bay was the 

Drop in for fundi 
• Sushi • Pad Thai 
• Organic, free range 

meats, poultry and 
exotic game 

• Steve's serious soups 
(formerly from Alfresco's) 

~fi/Ju; 

LOOKING BACK 
island's first landing spot -
1864. 

43. The first black child -
Ernest Harrison - was born on 
the island in 1867. 

44. In 1868, Joe Akerman . 
was the first white child born on 
the island. 

45 • The Traveller's Rest, 
the island's first rooming house/ 

hotel, was opened in 1884. 

46 • St. Paul's Catholic 
Church in Fulford Harbour was 
opened as the island's first church 
in 1885. 

47 • The Hul'qumi'num/ 
Sencoten name for Fulford Har­
bour is Hwne'nuts, which means 
"move your butt over." 

48. The Hul'qumi'num 

word for the Vesuvius area 
was Tatmul, meaning "warm 
waters." 

49. OnJuly 17,1859, a party 
of 18 men, the first non-native set­
tlers on Salt Spring Island, landed 
at Walker's Hook beach. Most of 
them married native women and 
they settled the northeast shoreline 
from Walker's Hook to Southey 
Point, the original settlement. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

50 • Thomas Henry Lineker 
and family built the first non­
native house in Ganges Harbour 
in November of 1859. They 
stayed less than a year. 

51 • Central Hall, built in 
1896, was the island's first com­
munity hall and hosted the first 
agricultural show on October 14, 
1896. It was once flanked by the 
jail and Central (Vesuvius) School. 

SINCE 1980 
~~ 
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Serving the islands 
since 1989. 

G.l. Optical 
Gulf Islands Optical 

Salt Spring's Eyewear 
Specialist since 1988 

537-2648 

140 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
537·2979 

wrvEsEEN 
COOKING 

SINCE 1991 

~My Kitchen 
FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES 

140 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
537-5882 

Fully booked 
for summer painting. 

Call now for fall 
painting and renos. 

lliljjj~~o~ 
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Jerry Small Wolf 537-5703 

Clothes 
That Work. 

152 Fulford-Ganges Road 
537-2999 

Spencer's Excavating 
Serving .the Isl~nds for over 30 years 

~~-- ·····~······-················' 

• Land Development 
• Consulting 
• Excavations 
• Trucking 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• Aggregate 

Tel: 537-4364 
Fax: 537-4209 

Email: 
abley@ saltspri. ·~- .... u.• 

WARRANTY TECHNICIAN FOR 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 

537-5268 
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Teacher-coach Bob McWhirter (top right} and his cham- AJune 16, 1967ceremonyofficiallyopened 
pionship winning Gulf Islands Secondary volleyball the Lions Club's Pioneer Village project. 
team. Bob still remembers their names. 

Brenda and Ernie Lowe and family (sitting on the grass}, 
along with visitors to Lakeridge, which was operated by the 
Lowes at Bullock Lake during the '60s. 

52. St. Mark's Angli­
can Church was built from 
1889 to 1892 by Samuel 
Beddis and sons. Henry 
Stevens donated the land 
and it was dedicated in 
1892 by Bishop Hill of 
Victoria. 

53 • Bittancourt Cha­
pel, also known as The Ark, 
was built in 1898 or 1899. 
It was a small Catholic cha­
pel at Vesuvius and is now 
a private residence. 

houses Embe Bakery. 57. The first fall fair Bella were killed. 
was held in 1896 on the 

55. Japanese Canadi- grounds of Central Hall. 60. In 1862 an explor-
ans were among the earli- atory tunnel was made into 

62 • Alan Blackburn 
had the first car on Salt 
Spring- 1911. 

63 • The Royal broth-
ers' dog was run over in 
the island's first motor car 
accident in 1913. 

est non-native settlers on 58 • Beaver Point was the south face of Mount 
Salt Spring Island. In 1901 named after the Hudson's Maxwell by the San sum 
there were 59 islanders of Bay Company steamer S.S. Copper Company. The site 
Japanese origin. By 1941, Beaver. The Beaver, British may have been visited by 
77 Japanese Canadians in Columbia's first steamship, Governor James Douglas 
11 families lived here. sank off Stanley Park, near in August of 1862. 64 • A.R. Bittancourt 

56 Prospect Point, in 1888. 61 received the first traffic 
• At the onset of 59 • In May 1863 dur- ticket for speeding also in 

World War II, the Cana- • The 4th of July ing a short war between the 1913. The fine was' $15. 
dian government incarcer- 1860 marks the Battle of Colonial government and 

and wife. In July 1968, the 
outstanding shares of Salt 
Spring Recreational Hold­
ings were purchased and 
the club became Salt Spring 
Golf and Country Club, 
which recently celebrated , 
its 75th anniversary. 

66 • Burgoyne United 
Church was built in 1897 
by Charles Horel Sr. and 
described as a Union 
church. It once had a small 
steeple. ated all people of Japanese Shiyahwt, when some 50 the Lamalchas of Kuper 65. Salt Spring Island 

ancestry who lived along local natives fired upon Island, the stone-masons at Golf Club was established 
_ 54. The Saltspring the coast and forced them a canoe containing 14 Stonecutters Bay were vis- in 1928 at the Barnsbury 67 • St. Marys' Church 

Island Creamery, located to move inland. In 1954 Bella Bella people from ited by a "special messen- estate, the site of Norman (Anglican) was built in 
at the bottom of Ganges the Murakami family the mainland. Over 200 ger" and "given one week Wilson's farm. First club 1894 by volunteers and 
Hill, which was then called returned to Salt Spring and shots were fired and some to live and at the expiration president was W.E.Scott. Fred Raines, costing $700, 
"Creamery Hill," closed in bought property on Rain- of the bullets struck set- of that time they would cut Annual fees were $20 for including seating, chancel 
1957. The building now bow Road. tiers' cabins. Ten Bella all their throats." a man and $25 for a man fittings and the organ. 

~ :r~ ~I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 1 -1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ~ t:"":><t_ =-ft. 
.~ . ~····································;~······································:·················································································:····~·····~······., ' . 
• ~ r . aAN_s; ..a:aA Ill A 20 vear tradition ~ • 
il" l': 

' · ' t 

., 
of friei1dly service, 
com})etitive })rices 
and great selection 
coJltillltes from the 

staff who collectivelv ., 
offer over 750 vears ., 

eX})erieJlce! 

Thank you for shopping at 

Saft Spring's 100% foca[[y owned 
& operated Food store 

Mike, Tf~Dit/ 

Karelf/ Hartley 

Brut& CDoper 

Bia WiiJcbitDII/ 

SlutrDII/ WiJJdHsDII/ 
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68 • Fulford Hall was 
built three times - origi­
nally in 1921 on land 
donated by John Shaw. The 
project was spearheaded 
by the fundraising South 
Salt Spring Women's Insti­
tute and built with help 
from many volunteers. It 
burned in 1925 and again 
in 1936. 

69. Beaver Point Hall 
was built in 1934 on land 
given by Frank Pyatt. It was 
destroyed by fire in 1936. 

70 • The island's first 
subdivision is undertaken 
in 1891 in the Grantville 
Street area. It remains the 
most densely populated 
part of Salt Spring. 

71 • Lady Minto Gulf 
Islands Hospital opened 
in 1914 in what is now 
the Community Services 
building on Ganges Hill. 

72. The Salt Spring 
Island Volunteer Fire Bri­
gade began in 1946. Don­
ald (Goodie) Goodman 
was named as fire chief. 
The first professional fire­
fighter was hired in 1996. 

73. The Fulford Fire­
hall was relocated in 19 81 
from Morningside Drive in 
Fulford Village to its cur­
rent location on Fulford­
Ganges Road. 

7 4. The White Ele­
phant Cafe was opened 
in 1945 and run by Alice 

ABOVE: Leisure Lanes bowling alley was brand new 
in 1965. 

Hougan. It was ongt­
nally located at the Gar­
ner House on McPhillips 
Avenue. The Rex Theater, 
owned by Victor Henn, 
was located next door. 
In 1947 it moved to the 
waterfront in Ganges. The 

Garner House is now the 
Core Inn. 

7 5 .._ Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 92 was 
established in 1931. 

76. Electricity came 

MERCRUISER • VOLVO • HONDA • VAN MAR • ICOM MARINE ELECTRONICS 

• Lawn & 
Garden Tractors 

• Lawn mowers 
• Tillers 
• Chainsaws 
• Pumps 
• Brushcutters 
• Trimmers 
• Generators 
• Patio Heaters 

• Marine Parts & Service 
• Boat Hauling 
• Hull Repairs 

• Towing 
• Chase Boat 

• Mobile Mechanic 
• Chandlery • Storage 

ABOVE: Vehicle 
ends up in Ganges 
Harbour. 

AT LEFT: New Queen 
of the Islands ferry, 
serving the Tsawas­
sen-Southern Gulf 
Islands route, is cel­
ebrated at the Gan­
ges dock in 1963. 

to the north end of Salt 
Spring in 1937. 

77 • The Salt Spring 
Island Board of Trade 
made plans in 1950 to 
install street lights in the 
centres of Ganges, Fulford 

and Vesuvius. Thirty lights 
were installed in 1950. 

78. Salt Spring's first 
newspaper was started by 
Rev. E.F. Wilson. He called 
his paper Salt Spring Parish 
and Home and published 
it from 1895 until 1906. 

7 9. Miles Acheson 
started the Spotlight in 
1950. It was a mimeo­
graphed paper and covered 
island events. 

80. In 1953 the 
Spotlight stopped being 
published, but in 1960 
Woody Fisher started the 
mimeographed editions 
of the Salt Spring Island 
Driftwood. 

H·· l·''' ., "' " · IPIRU you 

It merged with the Gulf 
Islander on Galiano and 
became the Gulf Islands 
Driftwood. 

81. The Wards took 
over the Gulflslands Drift­
wood paper in 1964 and 
three years later sold it to 
Barbara and Frank Rich­
ards. 

The newspaper is still 
owned by the Richards 
family. 

82 • The Tsawout 
Indian Reserve was estab­
lished in 1877 at the foot 
of Reginald Hill, cover­
ing 43 acres. It remains 
uninhabited but is a 
gathering place for her­
ring roe, other seafood 

build your drealns .. 

. ~~.p1a.cally PiOta lor 
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ABOVE: The graduating class of 1967. How many people do you recognize? 
BELOW: The B.C. Centennial trailer visited Salt Spring in 1966. 

83. Beth and Ray Hill dis­
covered the Drummond Park 
petroglyph in 1963 when the 
Fulford Harbour log dump was 
being constructed. It was specu­
lated that this petroglyph may 
have been located on the seaward 
site of a now submerged Tsawout 
village. 

84 • In 1872 Henry Ruckle 
took possession of land at Beaver 
Point. In 1973 Ruckle Farm was 
donated to the British Columbia 
government by the Ruckle fam-

ily and Ruckle Provincial Park 
ws created. The original family 
homes are still part of this park. 

85. Kiave, the first Hawai­
ian to preempt land, settled on 
about 150 acres on the water­
front between Isabella Point 
and Fulford Harbour in 1868. 
Roland family members who still 
live on the island are descendants 
of these early Hawaiian settlers 
known as Kanakas. 

86. In 1886, William Hau-

Aerial photo of Ganges, 1967, after Centennial Park and the Ganges 
boat basin projects were completed. 

mea acquired Russell Island 
where he established a successful 
farm. In 1902, William Hau­
mea left Russell Island to Maria 
Mahoi and in 1997 the land was 
dedicated as a provincial marine 
park. New Star publishers has 
just published historian Jean Bar­
man's book called Maria Mahoi 
of the Islands. 

87 • In 1873, Salt Spring was 
incorporated and became the 
Township of Salt Spring Island. 
The first council members 

were: Thomas Perry (warden), 
Henry Robinson (clerk), Charles 
McDonald (collector), Frederick 
Foord (treasurer), Joseph Aker­
man (assessor), Jacob Crane and 
John Jones. 

88 • In 1881, a municipal 
election was declared null and 
void after a charge of malprac­
tice by south-enders. Counter­
charges and dissension led to bad 
feelings. 

89. In 1883, the municipali-

ty of Salt Spring was dissolved by 
the Provincial Legislative Assem­
bly in Victoria. 

90. In 1887, the Stevens 
Boarding House was established 
on North End Road near Cen­
tral. Cost of lodging was $1 per 
night or $5 per week. 

91 • The Ganges station of 
the Coast Guard was established 
about 1980 with the 40-foot 
Moorhen as its first vessel. The 
original station location was at 
the dock at Centennial Park. 

Island 
Family 
smce 
1886 

GoRDoN LEE 
'{he Tt:ee Guy 

Day or 
Night 

537-4668 
~ 

Thinning • • Removal 
Limbing • • Snags 
Climbing • • Views 
Falling • • Site Prep . 
Topping • • Big Jobs 
Bucking • • Small jobs 
Chipping • • Hydro Lines 

LIABILITY 

537 • COVERAGE 4668 
WCB- Covered 

Beaverpoint Wharf 
W D. Patterson 

Site Eval.-Free 

Serving Islanders for 90 Years 
from Beaver Point to Fulford Harbour 

As you may already know, it was Captain W. C. Grant - The FIRST 
independent settler on our fair island who started referring to this wonderful place as 
"SALTSPRING" in 1856! So now that we know the Grants were here first, it's nice 
to know there are a few Grants around today. 

One of them - Rob Grant is Executive Director of Salt Spring Island 
Community Services Society - a long time Island organization that oversees a 
multitude of programs from The Food Bank to Counseling services to the Climbing 
Wall and also The Recycling Depot on Rainbow Rd. Another is Peter Grant, who 
manages said Recycling Depot. 

The Recycling Depot has been in its present location for 15 years and operates 
under a contract with the CRD as well as B.C. Productcare. Prior to that, the Depot 
had several other locations over the years. Islanders have embraced the Depot with 
much enthusiasm over the years and we have had stories of our success taken literally 
around the world. We've had officials from The Philippines over to check it out. 
And Dr. Lawrence Woods has done a presentation twice to University Students in 
Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates regarding our recycling efforts on Salt Spring. 
It is pretty amazing! And what's more amazing is our wonderful, committed staff 

(see picture). 
Thank you all for your continued support of this local, non-profit, community 

project. 

349 RAINBOW ROAD 
TUES. • SAT. 10 - 5 (except holidays). 
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Remem­
brance Day 
ceremonies 
in Ganges. 

LEFT: Plaque 
ceremony at 
Legion hall, 
1966. 

9 2. Salt Spring's 
RCMP station was in the 
red brick building on Gan­
ges Hill it moved t'o brand 
new premises near the 

' Legion in 1998. 

93 • The earliest vol­
canic rocks of Salt Spring 

"Fresh Isn't All We're Famous For!" 537-1522 • 7:30am· 9pm 

• With over 250 years combined experience, our team of 
Realtors know the Salt Spring and Gulf Island markets. 

• Our company and its antecedents have been serving Salt Spring and the 
Gulf Islands continuously since 1928. 

• Our team of Realtors have access to all the current technology tools. 
• Our marquee tent is provided free of charge to over 25 community events 

each year. 
•Our Realtors participate in a wide range of community organizations from 

Lions and Rotary to volunteer coaches of athletic teams from community 
government to Coast Guard Auxiliary. Check it out, a member of our team 
just might be on your team too! 

AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 
#1101-115 Fulford Ganges Rd., 

ROYAL LEPAGE Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9 
-mnmmnnmm1 1-888-537-5515 (toll free North America) 

SALT SPRING REALTY e-mail: realestate@saltspring.com 

were laid down in the 
South Pacific Ocean 400 
million years ago. 

94. 5,000 years ago 
the sea level stabilized 
and cedar forests spread. 
Native people established 
salmon-cedar cultures- and 
tribal boundaries. 

95 • Salt Spring Island is 
the only Gulf Island whose 
name retains a connection 
to its aboriginal past. The 
name came from the Salt­
spring Settlement, estab­
lished in July 1859 on the 
site of modern-day Fern­
wood, a translation of the 
Hul' qumi' num place-name, 
Hwtlelum (Salt Spring). 

96 • Salt Spring's first 
store was established at 
Fernwood by Jonathan 
Begg in 1859. Begg called 
it The Balmoral Store. 

97. The first school was 
opened at Central in 1861 
by John Craven Jones. 

www.gangesgarmentco.com 

98 • Salt Spring's first 
election was held in 1860, 
with John Copland elected 
to the House of Assembly. 
Jonathon Begg was return­
ing officer. 

'99. 135. In 1894, Salt 
Spring orchards contained 
13,739 apple trees, 1,689 
plum trees, 1, 161 of pear, 
474 cherry and 279 other 
fruit trees. 

1 00 • In 1895, Salt 
Spring's population was 
estimated at 450, consist­
ing of 62 married couples, 
35 single men or widow­
ers, seven single women, 
50 young men, 20 young 
women, 85 boys, 80 girls 
and 16 babies. 

Specializing in quality Canadian made 
clothing for comfortable living 

INFANTS • CHILDREN • ADULTS 

Agents for : • Helly Hansen 
• Australian Outback Collection • Ex-Officio 
• ICEBREAKER • OshKosh 

#1104, 115 Fulford Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC, VSK 2T9 Tel: (250) 537-8999 

13B year~ old? 
l don,t think ~o, dear. 

Phurmu~uve .. ~ 
titill groovy, bubyl 

Lzve well wzth 

DOWNTOWN: 537-5534 • 104 Lower Ganges Rd. 
UPTOWN: 538-0323 • 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 


