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Guest : 

MRS . SAMPSON 

And so the lady said , " How long have you been here . You ' re 

a newcomer here , are you?" I said, "No! I' m a n o ldtimer 

now!" As soon as I me n tioned that, " Wh y don ' t you write a nd 

ask him any questions?" I sa id. " Why don't you write a 

book? " I was told by a not her gen t l ema n, that I knew quite 

well , "You can write a book all right. " Of course, what 

made me start that, was a diary . I never had one, you 

see . I didn't bother about a diary ; I didn't bother about 

anyth ing like that . What rea ll y made me start was my two 

e 
daughters . Every once in a whi)l, when theywere young, they ' d 

ask me , "Mom what did yo u do whe n you were in Eng l a nd? " Of 

course , I ' d have to stop and think . 

Interviewer: Why don ' t we start wi th that? Your name is Mrs . Elizabeth 

Sampson, a nd you ' re 79 years o l d . What was yo ur maiden name? 

Guest: Hutchinson . 

Interviewer: You were born i n Che i feld , England. Do you remember a nything 

about your ear l y c hildhood in England? 

Guest : Oh, yes . But , I don't want to ta lk about that . 

In terviewer: You told me that you ' re putting that into you r book . 

Gue st : Well, I ' ll tell you . The reason I ' m writing this book is 

that I ' ve got all those boys and t he two gir ls. They want 

to know what did I do, and th is and that a nd th e o ther thing. 

"We ll, :Jt.'..S.:tro..Q long to _tell you . You never wr ite anything 
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Guest: down, and, " I sa id, " I ' m going to wri te a book, and I 'll 

you each one . " Then, someone says t hat if you write a 

book, you can se ll it. No, I don't want to se l l i t. I 

said, " The books I' ve read that peopl e have t o ld, I wouldn' t 

want to compete wi th them." So I s aid that I wouldn ' t worry 

about it . I ' just writing it for the boys and gi rl s . I 

sai d if they think i t' s no g ood then burn it o r give it 

to t he you ngsters. They won ' t do t hat. 

I nt erviewer: How man y children do yo u have? 

Guest: Thirteen - eleven boys and t wo gi rls. 

Inte rviewer: And lots of grandch i ld re n . 

Guest: Oh yes , plenty of t hem. 

Interviewer: When did you come to Sak t Spring? 

Guest : 1910 

I n teriewer : And how o ld were you then? 

Gue s t: Twelve. 

Interviewer: How did you come from Chefield to Salt Spring? 

Guest: On the boat. We then caugh t the trai n from Montrea l. 

Interviewer: You were t e ll ing me that you came to Victo r ia . 

Guest : Across t he strait i n ano ther l ittle boat t o Vic t oria, then 

from there up here in a nothe r li ttle boat. 

Interviewer: Do yo u remember where t he boat l a nded when you came from 

Victor i a to Salt Spring? 

Gue s t: Ganges . 

I n terv i ewer : Right i n Ganges? Why did you come to Salt Spring? 

Guest : Because my sister was here . 
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c' Interviewer : What was yo ur sister's maiden name ? 

Guest : Well, s he was mar r ied th ree times! She ' s not here now . She ' s 

in one of t he homes in Vancouver . She ' s now 97 . 

Interviewer: Did she mee t you whe n yo u were twe l ve a nd l a nded at Sa lt Spr ing? 

Gues t: No, s he was i n Victor i a working. 

I n terviewe r: Who met you then , whe n yo u ar rived on the island? 

Gues t: Whe n we arrived i n Vic t or i a , my s i s t er met us ther . We stayed 

a coupl e of days o r so ; the n we came home . We ha d to stay a 

couple of days because she was working, a nd s he had to te l l t he 

lady she was going back to Sa lt Spr ing. 

I nterviewer : What k ind of wo rk was she doing t he n ? 

Gues t: House work . 

Int e rviewer: So you came with yo u r siste r to Ga nges, on t he boat, and whe r e 

on the i sland was s he living a t that time? Whe r e did yo u go 

to l ive? 

Guest : Well, s he lived up by Maxwe ll ' s Peak in a l og house t hat t hey 

had bu ilt. That's where we we n t . 

Interviewer: What was t he hou se l ike? 

Guest: Oh, wuite a good sized house. She had both the ho use a nd the 

upstair s . Par t of the be randa r oof was a sloping roof. They 

were going to ma ke it in t o a ki tchen, bu t t he d i dn 't be ca use 

her husband go t shot in a n acc ide n t before he got it finished. 

I nt e rviewer: Did he di e before you came out ? 

Guest : Yes . 

Interviewer: You a nd who e l se came out from Eng l and? 

Guest: Just my mothe r. 

Interviewer : You and yo u r mother came out to help your siste r. 

Gues t: To look after the l ittle ones while s he worked . 

J I rv 
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In te r viewer : 

Gues t: 

I think you to l d me that yo u used to ga r de n and take care of 

the house. 

Oh, goodness sakes, yes . We got a littl e pig . I ha d to go and 

chop the trees down, make a fe nce for it, a nd put i t in the r e. 

As soon as it rooted that up, we used i t to grow vegetab l es . I 

got another bigger pe n for it. When it was too big, why, we 

kil l e d and ate i t! 

I nt e rviewer : Did you go to schoo l ? 

Gues t: Well, when I first go t over here, there was no schoo l a t a ll . 

I n terviewe r: Not in that area where yo u we r e living? 

Gues t: Further down there was a great big field where the li tt l e church 

was . 

Interv i ewer : And you used to go to this church t hat was up Mou n t Maxwel l ? 

Gue st: Not quite up that far. 

Interv iewer: Bu t in t he Cranberry Distri c t, was i t? 

Guest : Yes , it was in t he Cranberry district . 

I n te r viewer: Did a l ot of people go to c hu rc h on Sunday? 

Guest : Not so awf ul many , becaus e it was n' t a very big church. 

Interv i ewer : Do yo u r emembe r who the mini s t ers were or any thing a bout the 

church ? 

Gues t: I don 't k now abo u t the church, a nd I forget a bou t t he min i s t e r s . 

I nt erviewer : Do yo u kn ow what hap pened to that churc h? Is it st il l r e maining 

t here? 

Gues t: As far as I know, it is. I asked the lady that lives up there 

now . I aske d her , " Well, what ' s up i n t he Cranber ry now? " They 

have to have a bus now going up for the school c h i l dren ! I said to 

her , " A bus go ing up t he r e after schoo l chi ldre n. For goodness 

sakes, how ma ny c h ildre n a re t here op t he r e ?" She said , " 35 ." 

/ 
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Guest: " Oh gee !· 35 ." I sa i d, "My go s h, t he r e were on ly abo u t 13 goi ng 

t o s c ho o l when I was going . " And she said , " Yes , the r e are 35 

up the r e ." I said , " Gee , I ' ll ha ve to go to see my siste r 's 

house , i f i t i s sti ll the r e ." Bu t, I ' m not sure . It ' s a l l g r own 

up . There use d t o be a road go ing to it . 

Int erviewe r: A r oad , going to yo ur sister ' s? 

Gues t : Oh, yes ! They st ill ha ve it up in t he mountain. 

I n te r v i ewer : I think yo u t old me t hat when you first came to the Is l a n d you 

woul d he lp you r sister c u t h uge t r ees, a bou t s i x feet wi de . 

Gues t: 

I g ues s you use d t o go th r oug h t he wo ods . You te l l me that it 

was very de nse ? 

I c limbed a t ree to f ind whe r e t he r oad went through . My nephew 

was saying , " Is t ha t it Aunty? I t hink we ' re l ost ." I said , 

" I don ' t k now for s u re , but I t h ik I 'll c l imb this t r ee , a nd 

I ' ll c limb t ha t t ree , a n d . .. Oh! I t ' s j ust a bou t fr om this 

tree t o t ha t tree whe r e the road i s! " 

I n terv i ewe r: Were yo u worried about t he wi l d a nima l s or a n thin g l ike t hat? 

Guest : No . The r e were tame cows , a nd e veryth i ng l ike tha t . My mother 

was afra i d of t hem , b ut I wasn ' t . 

I ntervi ewer : What abo u t cranbe r ries? The a r ea you l ived in was ca lled the 

Guest : 

Cranbe r ry dist rict . We r e the r e a l ot of c r a nberries at tha t 

t ime? 

Oh , the r e mi gh t of been a few , bu t I didn' t bother with the cra n­

berr i es . I was too busy . Cutting down these four foot trees , 

and having to c u t fo ur or five bl ocks of wood every day . I n 

wi nte r, because we ha d t he l ea n-to, we ' d ha ve to cut i t al l up , 

Sp read it out , and then stack it f or t he wi n ter, because we could. 

never ge t ou t . I t wo u ld start the beg i nn ing of October . 

Int ervi ewer : The s now? 



Page 6 

Guest : Yes. 

I nt erviewer : And you'd be snowe d i n up there . 

Guest : Oh yea h - fo ur or f our and a ha l f feet, somet hing like that. 

We didn' t have a ny cows, ho rs es, a car or anything • like that. 

We didn ' t worry about it . 

Int e rviewer : Did you stay in the house then. Cou ld you g o to see the ne igh­

bours, or anything a t a ll. 

Guest: If we we nt tot see the neighbours, or a nything l ike t hat, we 'd 

have to s hove l a ll the way down, a bout two miles. So we coul d 

do, bu t we neve r bothered . 

Int e rviewe r : So you just stayed in the hous e . 

Guest : Stayed around t he hous e , a nd s hove l ed t he r oof. 

I n terviewer : An d there wasn ' t any T. V.? What did you do ? 

Guest: No, there wasn't any T.V. Bu t, we had games , and we used to 

wr i te t o the paper from back east . I can ' t r emember its name . 

Int e r v i ewer: You ' d writ e t o t h is paper? 

Guest : No, we joine d it . I t c ame every week . In the wi n ter , we couldn't 

go and get i t , . so the ne i g hbo urs use d to go down a nd ge t it and 

then we used to walk that few miles down t he road. We ha d games 

a nd o the r book s . 

Int erv i ewer: Wh a t games dtd you play? 

Gues t: Checkers and a ll k i nds o f games l ike t he kids do n ow . 

I nt erviewer : Your c loses t n e ighbours were two mi l es away . Did you play with 

othe r c hildren, or mos tly with yo u r sister ' s k ids? 

Gue s t : There was mys e lf, my mothe r, my sister , my n iece and ne phew . 

Five of us . We didn ' t mi nd. There was no school for a whi l e . 

I nterv i ewer: Wh e n d i d the schoo l start? 

Guest : I guess it was proba bly the foll owing s ummer . 
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In t erv iewer: What was that l ike? 

Guest: Wel l, we went to t hat l ittl e church for a whi l e. The r e weren 't 

so v e ry many of us, only about three or four grown- up s - like 

yo u, or ma ybe a bit older . I use d to take my dinner i n a l itt l e 

three poundtlard t t in. There' was this young f e l la •there . • :When 

we were out aft e r school , h e thought he ' d go a nd have a sleep . 

I t was di nner time, a ft er he had eaten . Thes e two other girls, 

t hey got my pail, and fi lle d it f ul l of wat e r. They we n t down, 

and poured it on him, a nd woke him up. I never ·saw a man as 

mad as him . He got that pail , and he slammed it against a tree. 

That didn't sa ti sfy him, so he go t it and s tamped on it . There 

wasn't any pa il left at al l. So, I wen t: home = and ~ said to <my;sister 

"The r e ' s your litt l e l ard pai l." "What'd you do to it?" I said 

"I didn 't do anything. " So , I told her wha t happe ne d, and wh e n 

s he saw that pai l . .. I don ' t know what s he sa id, bu t we laughed 

l i k e anythin. So s he s ays that ne xt t i me, you tak e some pa per, 

a nd blow that up, a n d let h i m kick that a r ound . I r emembe r t hat 

we use d to sure have a lot of f un. And I l aughed , a nd t hough t , 

"Oh gee , I ' m go ing to be in heck when I get h ome ." But I d i dn ' t . 

She t hough t I' d done it . I sa i d , " I haven' t done it ." I tol d 

he r wio ha d done it . Gee , s he was som •mad ; I ' c6uldn't he l~ .but l augh . 

" Oh," I sa id, "Look, I didn't do it . Yo u go ask t hose two g ir l s 

over t he r e . They got my pa i l." The boy tho ught i t was me becaus e 

i t was my pa il. 

I nt er••iewer : Wha t did you ea t ? Di d you buy much food from Mouat ' s store? 

Gues t : Oh, yes! As I was saying , i n t he beg inn i ng of Oc t ober we had 

t o have a ll our supp l ies in to l as t us to the end of March because 

we couldn't ge t out of t he r e . It was dee p snow, 4~ feet deep. 
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I ntervie~er : What k inds of things would you stock up with? 

Guest: Mos t ly we 'd buy f l our , ro l led oats , rice , sugar , and stuff l ike 

that . We knew how muc h we ' d use, and buy them . That wo uld 

las t u s from the e nd of Oc t ober until the end of March, especially 

whe n the s now was on t he grot,nd . My husband anct his nephew 

used t o come up, before we we r e married . You see , my husband 

and his nephew came up on t he i r horses and sleighs, and hauled 

food up f rom Mouat s. 

I nt erviewer : Did they work ;: t Mo uats , or did t h~y do it as a favour? 

Guest : No , t hey we r e t he only two , or I s houldn't say th~y we r e the 

on ly two , bu t they asked them i f they would take it up . 

Interviewe r : How di d you meet your husband? 

Guest : That ' s how I me t him. 

I n terviewer : That s ounds l ike a good story . Before we go ~o that , wh a t was 

the i s l a nd lik e whe n you first came here? What did you see 

wh~n you first arr i ved? 

Guest: Whe n we first arr i ved in Ga nge s, our store was the Mouats Motel . 

The r e was t he s t ore undernea th , a nd they had some like that 

for a nyone who came ... 

In t ervi ewer : A ga lle ry? 

Guest : No , a room ing ho use . For s l eeping in if yo u came fo r t he day, 

a couple of days , o r had too ma ny v is i tors . 

Interviewer: So , when yo u landed , d i d you l and a nd then j ust make you r way 

Guest : 

up to the cranberry? 

We ll, we l a nded there , a nd t he n these neighbo·;rs came down with 

t he i r horses and wagon for grocer i es, to bring my sister down, 

and to bring us up to where she l ived . We were two miles 

further up the mountain then they were . 

q 
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Interviewer: It would have been a long walk if tha t hadn't of happened! 

Guest: I cou ld of walked it, but mother co·. lrln ' t of. 

Interivew~r: I think you told me that when you first lived in the Cranberry, 

you use d to only come down once a week . 

Guest : Yes, on Saturdays . 

Interviewer: How did you come down? 

Guest : Walk. 

Int~rvi~wer: How many mile~ was that? 

Guest: Six or seven mi l es, something like thRt. 

Int e rviewer: You didn't have a horse and buggy did you? 

Gue.;t: No , we didn't have anything . Just these thing~ here! 

I nterview .. ~ r~ Just your l egs! And you told me that your sister used to 1·;ork 

in town. Tell me a little bit about thHt . 

Guest: She used to work on the isla) :d here for he r son. Then, she went 

to town after we came becaus e we used to stay horne and look after 

thH two littl e ones. 

Inte r viewer : When she worked in town, how did s h~ get to work? 

Guest : I gue ~ s on the street cars, but I don't know. 

Interviewer: No, I mean on the island. She used to walk to ~ork, didn't she? 

Guest : Yes, when s he was on the is l a )· d . 

Interviewer : She walked six mi l es to work, six miles back, and how much did 

she get payed a day? 

Guest: A dollar and a half a day. 

I n te rviewer : And you us ed to get an a ll owa nce for c l eaning house . 

Guest : Yes, 25 cents a month . 

Intervi~wer : What could you buy with that? 

Guest : Oh, ther~ was plenty to buy with that - cooki es a nd candies. 

Those were the days - the r e was plenty of it. We use d to get 

a little somet h i ng e xtra for Christmas. 
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Interviewer : Wha t did you do for Chr is t mas? How did you ce l ebrate it? 

Guest : We ce l ebrated i t at home, same as we do now . That didn' t wor ry u s , 

b ecaus e we and the two li tt l e ones us Pd to go outside . One year, 

it s n owe d . We had thHt tin roofing,a n d it s l i d right do~n the 

the s h e d; whdt was supposed to b e the kitchen . We put the wood 

underneath it, a n d we ' d make s t e p s , so thdt we cou ld c l imb on 

it . I n the night time , it would free ze . We went way up t he steps , 

and to the v e r a nda , a nd the n right up on to t h e ma in roof where 

the c himney was . We took t h e t op o f the c himn ey o f f , a nd then 

got a r ea l long st i ck , s hoved tha t down the c h tmney , and c l ean ed 

it out. The r e was bl~ck and white snow on the roof then. 

Interviewer : You t old me some other sto? ies a bo ut p l ay i ng with your niece a n d 

Guest : 

n e phew. 

Whe n we were go ing to ha~e the swings or anyt h i ng outside , we ' d 

go ups ta irs a nd ha v e the swings up on t h e ra fters . We 'd swing up 

ther~. 

I nterviewer : Tha t would be i n the winter? 

Guest : Yes. 

Interviewer : They'd have the swi11g in the inside . That would b e a goo d idea . 

Gues t: Oh, I we n t up~tairs, and p l ayed . 

I n te rviewer : What kind of ligh t ing did yo u have in your house . 

Gue ~ t : Coa l l a mp . 

I nterviewer : And heat? 

Guest: Wood. 

I n terviewer : And you used to have the job of chopping wood? 

Guest : That's rig ht. I was the o nly man you see . I had to do the sawing, 

the s plit t i ng , a nd wh ee ling the wood into t he sh·~ d , and that. 

I just loved it . 
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Intervi~·wer : You loved it! 

Guest : And then, on Fridays I ' d clean the house up . Mother did the cook­

i ng, and I did the c l eaning . 

I n terviewe r : What k ind o f c l othes did you wear? We had a little joke abou t 

Guest: 

whether you wo r e s l acks. 

I never had none of th0se on . It was j ust l ike - wel l , I gue ss, 

skirts - l ike if you ' re going to a party or when you're going t o 

schoo l c l othes . We never had any s l acks or any thi ng. Wh en 

I was marrie d , I never wor e slacks or overa l ls . My husbard 

d i dn ' t l ike me in overalls . Actua ll y, you know, we had lo ts 

of games. We'd have Christmas dinner. The n we 'd be up in 

the bushes in t he summer time picking berri es . Nice blackbe rri es , 

and strawbe rries a round. We neve r got l ost . Jus t the t i me 

I was talking about when I c l imbed that tree . 

Interviewer: What we r e the names of yo ur neighbours . Do you r emember any 

Gues t: 

of t heir names? 

The Marsh ' s 

Interviewer : Did you have you school chums who you used to play with? Do 

you remember thei r names? 

Guest : Oh, there was Elle n and Dora and 

Int e rviewer: Do you r emember the ir l as t names at a l l ? 

You don ' t . Maybe the y ' ll come to you . 

Guest: Yes. Maybe they ' ll come to me some t ime or anot her . 

I ntervie we r : Maybe someday the y ' ll hear the tape and hea r your voice on 

it . 

Guest: Yes, and they ' ll say, " She 's tel l ing t a le s on us . Don't t ru s t 

her , she tells ta l es ." Trust me , I don ' t t e ll tal es . The 

kids just l ike to hea r it . Oh , I don ' t know, I jus t keep on . 

Kiddies , kiddie s, kiddies . . . I think I 've got :more . . . 1 don't 

know where we'd put them a l l, if we had th~m a l l h ome . We've 
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Gues t : had th r ee r e un ions wil·h a ll my famil y . Now , we ' ve got another 

one comi ng up pret t y soon . I wou l dn' t l ive off t he I s l and 

f o :r anything . 

I n te r v i e wer : Wha t a bou t pa r t i es - were t he r e very ma n y part i es on t he island ? 

Yes , on Satu rday n i ghts, e ve n after t he haying was over . When 

t hey f ini shed hay ing , and we ' d have one . I remembe r the t i me 

we had that if t here was n ' t too mu c h snow, we' d go t o every 

h ous e a l ways had a pa rty . Dancing , you kn ow , a n d tha t . We' d 

j oin in a nd take some fo od , a nd some t imes we wouldn ' t . It 

d i dn' t mak e any d ifference , as long as we went down there . 

Tha t ' s where I f i rs t l earnt to da nce . At these peop l es place. 

That ' s h ow we dance d down here . They ' d say, "You can dance 

pretty we ll ! " And I 'd say, " Yeah . " 

I n te r v i ewer : What k ind of da nces did yo u do? 

Gue~ t: Wa l t zes , a nd t wo- steps . 

In t erviewer : I guess you got a l l dr essed up fo r t hose parties . 

Guest : Oh , yes ! An d h ow ! We saved our best dresses for t he parties . 

Interv i ewer: How did yo u go to t he part i es? 

Guest : We l l , we wa lked . 

I n te r v i ewer : How far wou ld yo u wa lk to the party . 

Guest : Two miles . 

In te r viewer : Was the ma i n mode of tra nsporta tion ho r se and buggy wh~ n you 

came down . 

Guest : Horse a nd buggy , yes . 

I ntervi ewe r: Did you see a ny cars at a l l i n 1910 . 

Guest: The only car we did see was Mr . Bu l i t z ' s car , if we were in 

Ga nges . There weren' t too many cars at a l l - I th i nk he was 

the only one who had one . I n those days , 1910, it was mostly 

buggy a nd a team of h orses . We had t hese fairs down in Ga nges, 

t he fal l fairs l ike they did t h is last year . There was a frien d 
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Gues t: of ours that we borrowed the horse and buggy from. They brought 

it up to the cranb er r y, so now I had some extra work to do . 

I h a d to brush the horse, clean the buggy , and ge t it r eady . 

I was so disappointed be cause I tho ught well, I ' d do all that 

work so I hitched the up, an d who s hou ld start to d r ive the 

ho rse but my sister . I wanted to drive. I said, "I cleaned 

the horse, put him in the buggy- I want to drive . " All right, 

you can drive him to it. Oh dear, it was so .. . I go t a picture 

of that horse and driving him too . Then we went down t h e h al l 

and put the fruit in for prizes , and there was quite a l ot 

to do. 

Interviewer: That was a rea l olde country fair. 

Guest: Yes. Thi s one l ast year reminde d me of it too . I was winderi ng 

wha t to pu t i n . I know this year what I ' m going to put in . 

Interviewer: What? I know, it 's a secret, e h ? I guess there wouldn't be 

Gues t : 

ma n y people on the is l a nd in 1910 . 

Most l y farmers. And th ·~ n, we ' d have pic nics and go swimming 

at that lake- Demains Lake we'd ca ll it . It's the one up 

in the cranberry where we ge t our water from n ow , and where 

Ga nges gets its water. No one goes swimming there now . Oh, 

those were the good old days. We used to have-

I n terviewer : How did you tell the time? 

Gue~t : I had the c loc k in the kitche n. 

Interviewe r: You just had to kee p winding it by hand. Did you have a radio 

or anything like that? 

Guest : We had no radios or nothing l ike t hat . 

Interviewer: Did you have a telephone. 

Gues t: No . They need the te l ephones up there now as far as I know 

of, but we had coal oil lamp s . We didn't worry about not having 

a ny telephones . It cost too much, and we weren't making that 
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Guest much. My sister wouldn't want a telephone in a nyway. 

When my mother was there, she'd l ook after us. But, I 

did mos t of t he work then. 

Interviewer: So, you met yo ur husband whe he was the one who brough t 

Guest : 

grocerie s up from Moua t 's. 

When we were there, we used to have some milk g iven to 

us. We'd save t he cream and then make a litt le bit of 

butter, and put it down in the well to ke e p it co ld. 

Interviewer: So, that's how you'd keep you butter cold by putting 

Gues t : 

it down the well. 

Same now. I used to make butter, and se ll it . My husband 

said I cou ld make bu t t er a nd se ll eggs - se l l milk, cream, 

We used to make butter, and we used to se ll i t. My husband 

said I could make butte r and s e ll eggs and sell milk, 

sell c r eam. We made our own jams, but we didn' t sell 

them. I got ten do llar a nyway. I sent to Simpson Sears 

for a summer hat a nd a winter hat, and I remember my 

husband and me were go i ng out for a party and I s aid, 

s top, I f orgot my hat, and he said, " What hat?" When 

I go t it, he said where did ge t that from? I said I 

bought it. I said you said tha t I cou ld have the money 

from the butte r and milk and whatever I sell, and eggs 

you know, and I sa i d that I saved it and got a ha t for 

ten dollars from Simpson Sears . He says I didn't know 

you had that much, and I said you to ld me I cou ld have 

that . I mi l ked the cows any way , too . 

I nt erviewer : When did you get married? How old were you t hen? 

Guest : I was one month off of sevent een . 

I nterviewer: Where were you ma rried? 

Gue s t : St . Mark's Church. 
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Interviewer : That must of been love ly! 

Guest: 

Interviewer: 

Guest: 

Oh, it was . That is a lovely church! I was married, a nd then 

all of my fami l y was christened there. 

Do you remember anything about the \.Jedding? 

It was snowing, and we had s l eigh horses, and there were bel l s 

on them. Dingle, ding l e! I had the den room that was twelve 

feet by twenty-four feet with a tab l e across this way. We 

had it fi l l ed three times! 

Interviewer: With people ? 

Guest: Yes! And then, we danced unti l seven or eight o'clock . Then, 

the farmers went home. 

Interviewer: Sounds like quite a celebration! 

Guest: Yes , it was! We had these every Saturday, too . There was 

the time we were coming from visiting some people . We were 

playing cards when I said, " Lord, i t' s getting late. We better 

get home!" The lady of the house said that she'd make us 

a cup of tea first. I said, "All righ t , we'll have a cup 

of tea f irst." She opened the door to throw the tea leaves 

out, and there were two to three feet of snow on the ground. 

She said, " Oh, no! You can't go home ton i ght." I said , " Why 

no t? " and she said, "Look out there." Wel l, there hadn't 

been a sign of s now before. Oh gol l y, we sure had some times . 

Interviewer: Cou l d you te ll us a li tt l e bit about your husband's family? 

Guest: 

Had they been on the island for a l ong time? 

My husband ' s father was the first pol iceman on the island . 

He was one of the first white men here, and then they mad 

him a policeman because the Indians could ta lk to him in their 

language. 

Interviewer: He lived in the Fe rnwood area? 

Gue st: Oh, yes, that is where he was when the Hudson Bay asked him 
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Gues t: if he wanted l and a nd he l iked that part of the • •. 

Interviewer: Do you know when he came to the isl and? 

Guest : No. 

I nterviewer : Could you t el l us any stories about him? What was his f irst 

Guest: 

name? 

Henry. Me and my oldest boy was there a nd he said, "What 

are you gonna cal l h im? " He said , " Give him two names ." Whe n 

he came out on the boa t with the Hudson's Bay Company , ther~ 

was a Henry Sampson, and Henry Simpson or some other name 

l ike that. They always used to get mixed up wi t h him. So, 

he said g ive your boy two names. I ca lled him (my youngest 

brother go t burnt before we came out here , and his name was 

Harold ) Harold Henr y . 

Interviewe r: Did Henry Sampson have anything to do with the Hudson's Bay 

Company? Did they work with him? 

Guest : Oh, yes, they worked with him . 

Interviewer : Was there a tra ding post there? 

Guest : Yes, but I never saw it a nd I don't know whethe r he owned it or 

a group owned it . I don't think a group owned it because 

he use d t o go out with the Hudson ' s Bay , chasing I ndians . 

He used to have the Centra l Ha l l . That's where he used to 

keep the prisoners. Well, it was t he hall but there were 

two littl e places where he had the prisoners . 

Interviewer: So, he was the first constab le ? Was that a fu l l time job? 

Gues t : Oh, yes . 

Interviewer : And before tha t he was with the Hudson's Bay Company? 

Guest : He came out with the Hudson's Bay Company . They wrote what 

you ca ll the Sa l tspring Saga. It's a book . We ll, his name is 

down there telling a ll about it. I didn't even know when 

I married my husband that Grandpa Sampson could swim. He 

swam a c ros s from Saltspring to Wa ll ace I s l and a nd caugh t 



Page 17 

Guest: the prisoner, and brought him back . 

I nterviewe r: Was t here a lot of work for him to do . 

Guest: Oh , gosh! I guess t he re was . Indians , white people ••. 

Interviewer: He married an Indian Woman. 

Guest : Oh, yes! 

I nt e rviewe r: Wha t wa s h e r name? 

Gues t : Lucy . 

Interviewer : She was a princess? 

Gu est : I think that she was a chief's daughter . Anyhow , that is 

what they say. 

Interviewe r: You have a beautiful portrait of both of them. 

Gues t: Yes . 

Interviewer: Do you know any s to r i es about Lucy? I guess she died before 

you me t her, bu t do you know any stories? 

Guest : Th e only thing I k n ow of them is that the women, when they 

were having the chi ldre n used to get up a midwife a n d they 

to l d me about her. 

Interviewer: What did the say? 

Guest : Sh e said t ha t s h e was a wonder f u l person . 

Inte rviewer : Where we re yo ur children born? 

Guest: On the island . 

I nt erv i ewer: They were born a t the o l d hopital that is now the .•• 

Guest: Yes, al l but two . One was born in Vancouver, and one at 

home . Al l the rest were at the original ho~pital 

I nterviewer : Mrs . Sampson, you raised you fami l y i n Fernwoo d , is that 

right? 

Guest: Yes . The o ldest i s st ill in the house today . 

Interviewer: Is that on your husband ' s father ' s property? 

Gues t: Yes . 

I nterviewe r : Did he h ave quite a bit of property out the r e? 
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Yes , going rig h t ac r oss the road out in to St . Mary ' s Lake . 

Interviewer: Out from Fe rnwood to St . Mary ' s Lake. What happened with the 

land.? Di d he farm it at alil.1 

Gues t: Ye s , t hey had oxen. My husband , when he was strong , used t o 

dr ive the oxen . Some times they ' d get ... I don ' t know what ... 

s ome thing wou l d scare them and they 'd r un and go each side 

of the tree. They ' d break the yoke . My hus band us e d to say, 

" Damn things! " The y 'd run around eating and eve rything un til 

he fixed t hem up again. We did have a yoke then, and were 

go ing t o keep it, but it disappeared . They do come aro und 

the r e l0ok i ng . 

I n te r viewe r : Is t here anyt hing lef t of the original old Sampson Homestead 

where yo ur husband g rew up ? 

Guest : We pulled it all down . 

I n tervi ewer : Was it a l og ca bin? 

Guest : Yes , it was a log cabin . 

Inte r v i ewe r: Were there man y c h i l dre n in your hus band' s fami l y? 

Gues t : Thirt een . 

Interviewer: So, they had e l eve n g irls , and two boys; and you had eleven 

boys a nd t wo g irl s . 

Guest : I married the o l dest boy. 

I nt e r viewer : What kind of work did he do? 

Gue s t: He farme d. 

Inte r v i ewer: So you fa rmed wh en you raised your childre n? 

Guest: Oh, yes! He was on the farm all the time . That farm right 

now has been in t he Samp son family for over a hund red years . 

We're the only Sampson name on t he island since he got married . 

I n terv i ewer: Did he plant fru i t trees as we l l? 

Guest: Yes, we had fruit - trees there that were al l brough t in. 
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Interviewer: There was a warf at Fernwood . Do you remember any of the boats 

that came in then? 

Guest : The Charma came in. Then, there used to be some other boats 

that came . All the fishermen use d to come in, but t hey never 

used to stay there very l ong because they couldn't leave the 

boats there when it was rough. It would just smash them to 

pieces . They didn't stay very long. That warf we 've got now 

is a new one. Before , on the old warf, yo u could drive a 

truck or a car on it right to the end and l et yo ur passengers 

off to get on the boat if they wanted to . If it was too rough 

they wouldn't get in . .. well, they'd get in, but it would take 

them a long time because it was so rough . Some of the farmers 

used to come down and catch t he ropes , and he lp pull the boat 

in . My husband, his fat her, and his brother , and t hem used 

to go down t o he lp. When they had the o ld warf , t here was 

the big posts my boys used to c limb up on, and then dive down . 

One day, I was down with them and I was standing on the f l oat . 

I saw them and I said , "Who ' s going first?" Well, first one 

went, and then another, and all of the sudden, there was one 

disappear. The eighth boy, he disappeare d . I said t o them 

up on the post, "For goodness sakes go and see where he's gone , 

he might of taken cramps or something ." Cramps, nothing . 

No t with that boy! He swam under the water, swam right underneath 

the float I was standing on, right to the beach. Then, he 

yells, "t-1om, what're you looking at? What ' s the matter?" 

I t urned a round so fast, it's a wonder my back didn't snap 

in two or my head snap off! Oh, boy! Did I give him heck 

when we got home! I said, "You're c r azy, you fool. What ' re 

you doi ng there? " He says, "I was just swimming around!" 
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Guest: He came under the fl oa t, but I never heard him. And the boys 

were mad at him. I said, "You go t hat way, and you go that 

way, and you go that way, and you go that way !" See the rest 

of the boys. So the rest of the boys said, "No, I don't see 

him!" 

Interviewer: So I guess you had quite a life with thirteen children ! 

Guest: I guess I did . 

Interviewer: Just keeping them all together and cooking for them and ... 

Guest : Wh en they were s ick , when t he f lu was goin around , or the 

meas l es, or the whoopin cough , I said tha t when they had 

the measles or something, I ' d hope that you'd a ll get the 

measles together so that I wouldn't have to ••• One of the 

times they had something wrong with them, but they wouldn ' t 

take it all together. There'd be one home from schoo l, and 

as soon as that one was better, another one would get it . 

Oh boy! I'd say, "Hurry up and get your measles done with . " 

Oh yes , I didnpt mind them. The only thing I did have to 

take the food up to them . I j ust aob ut got to the top, and 

I hit the t op step wrong, and down wen t his food. I had to 

go back, and get some more! Oh, I didn't mind . I remember 

the doctor saying,when he came to see them, to the two youngest 

boys, "You're not going t o get sick are you?': And the youngest 

one said, " No, I 'm no t going to get that . I'm going to be 

just like my D&ddy! " He was going to be like Daddy . He wasn't 

going to catch any measles. The next day I phoned up the 

doctor, and I said , "You got to come out ." He s aid, "Which 

one has gotten it now?" I said, "That fella there who said 

he was going to be like his Daddy . " He laughed like any t hing . 

He said, "I thought you said you were going to be like your 

Daddy, and not get it ." He didn't know what to say . 
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I nte r viewer: Do you have anything to say to a ll the people on the Is l ands , 

and a l l your re l atives and everyone who wil l be hear i ng this 

tape? 

Guest: We ll, yes , I do . I hope they have a good l a ugh a t it . I'm 

j ust going to laugh at it because I'm laughing at them too . 
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