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On J u n e 15, 1938 a special meeting of t he qualified v o t e r s of t h e Ganges 

Harbour School Distr ict m e t to vote on the following resolut ion: 

Tha t t h i s distriot- i s i n favor of consolidation of t h e R u r a l School 
Dist r ic ts of Burgoyne, C r a n b e r r y Marsh , Divide, Ganges 
Harbour , Nor th Vesuvius and Vesuvius , provided t h e 
Depa r tmen t of Education gives sufficient a ss i s t ance to t h e 
Consolidation Distr ict to enable it to f inance a t t he t ax r a t e of 
not m o r e t h a n six (6.) mil ls . (Minutes, School Distr ic t *64) 

The t a x p a y e r s voted on t h i s resolution and the r e s u l t -was 103 in favor and 

6 against . The consolidated school became k n o w n as Salt Spring Is land K 

United School and w a s to enrol grades 1-12. How th i s resolut ion came 

about a n d the creat ion of School District *64 (Gulf I s lands) wi l l fo rm the 

bas is of t h i s paper . 

The f i rs t Canadian school w e s t of the Rocky Mounta ins w a s established a t 

Fort Victoria in 1849 a n d in 1862 the f i r s t ma in l and school opened a t New 

Wes tmin i s te r . In F e b r u a r y 1856 "The Executive Council of Vancouver 

Is land apointed Rev. E d w a r d Cridge (181? - 1913} a one m a n commit tee to 

r e p o r t on school." (Wilson, Stamp, Audet, 1970, p . 25l) . This appoin tment 

today is recognised a s t he appointment of the f i r s t Super in tendent of 

schools in t h e Colony and Province. 

• 

The f i r s t School Act w a s passed in 1865 and i t established a highly 

centra l ised school s y s t e m w i t h the Governor of t he Colony and a n appointed 

n i n e - m a n General Board to oversee t he educational p r o g r a m s . In addition 

t h e Governor appointed t h e Super in tendent of Schools, the t e a c h e r s and 



7 

local school T r u s t e e s . This Board also w a s responsible for School Distr icts , 

and prescr ibed t h e c u r r i c u l u m and textbooks, defined the dut ies of t r u s t e e s 

and t eache r s , and de te rmined school discipline. 

~J 

Before the Civil W a r b roke out in the United Sta tes m a n y blacks moved 

n o r t h w a r d into Canada seeking the i r freedom. Some of these a r r i v e d in 

Victoria in the 1850's and Sir J a m e s Douglas and the Hudson Bay Company 

gave t h e m land on t he i r f a r m is lands located off t h e Saanich Coast. Many 

of these people sett led on Salt Spring Is land a t th i s t ime and the f i r s t 

t eacher on Salt Spring Is land came from th i s group. For ten y e a r s John C. 

Jones moved f rom f a r m to f a r m providing formal and informal educational 

t r a in ing to t h e people in t he n o r t h e r n p a r t s of t h i s is land. His school w a s 

the k i tchens , b a r n s and meet ing places of the families. 

As t he population increased on Salt Spring Is land demands g r e w to 

formalize t he educat ional s y s t e m and to get f inancial suppor t f rom 

Victoria. In 1864 permiss ion w a s g ran ted for a school to be established a t 

Centra l w h i c h -would s e r v e t he n o r t h e r n p a r t of Salt Spring Is land -with 

Mr . Jones to be t h e f i r s t t e a c h e r and to be paid a n a n n u a l s a l a r y of $500.00 

w h i c h w a s not r e t roac t i ve (Hamilton, 1969, p. 24). 

k 

Central School w a s the f i r s t school d is t r ic t on Salt Spring Is land and like 

t he o t h e r s t h a t w e r e to be established in t he Gulf Is lands , it h ad a t h r e e 

m a n school board to r u n i t s affairs . Johnson (1984:41) outlined t h e i r 
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responsibil i t ies w h i c h included the r ight : to build t he facility; to see t h a t 

au thor ized textbooks w e r e used; to t ax the r a t e p a y e r s ; to record the 

m i n u t e s and to pass such resolut ions to m a i n t a i n t he school; and to see 

t h a t t he school functioned according to the regula t ions . In addition they 

had to r epo r t the en ro lmen t s , admin i s t e r t he gove rnmen t g r a n t s and 

e n s u r e t h a t t he c o m m u n i t y expectations w e r e upheld a s to the c h a r a c t e r of 

t he t eache r . They did not a t th i s t ime appoint o r d ismiss t e ache r s or fix 

t he i r sa la r i e s . 

With the format ion of th i s school d is t r ic t and u p to t he unification vote of 

1933 t h e r e w e r e eight s epa ra t e school d is t r ic t s establ ished on Salt Spring 

Is land all w i t h a s imi l a r m a n d a t e (Appendix * l ) . I n addition in t he 1920's 

Ganges had become the h u b of the is land and all public secondary education 

p r o g r a m s w e r e found h e r e . In 1925 the increased en ro lmen t s caused the 

high school s tuden t s to be moved to a chicken house used to exhibit pou l t ry 

by the F a r m e r s ' Ins t i tu te . (This school today is fondly called t h e "Chicken 

House" by i t s f o r m e r s tuden t s . ) 

Wha t w e r e the r e a s o n s for t h i s move t o w a r d s unification of t h e Is land 

Schools? Transpor t a t ion had improved and i t became feasible to bus 

s t uden t s to a l a rge r un i t , and th i s created sav ings in the operation by 

increas ing en ro lmen t s and decreasing the n u m b e r of staff. The Depression 

had h u r t t he funding for t he r u r a l schools a n d t h e y 'were in a s ta te of 

d i s r epa i r a s a r e su l t . Many dol lars would be needed to u p - g r a d e aging 

4 
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buildings. Small school boards w e r e finding i t difficult to r a i s e funds for 

opera t ing t h e i r schools. Inexpensive t e a c h e r s w e r e h i red to cut costs and 

t h e y w e r e expected to do r e p a i r s and custodial jobs . Living conditions w e r e 

poor and inconsis tent and m a n y young w o m e n t e a c h e r s experienced a grea t 

deal of difficulty in the r u r a l a r ea s . World W a r II also created staffing 

p rob lems in t h e r u r a l d i s t r i c t s and m a n y schools existed w i t h m i n i m u m 

staffing and s tuden t en ro lments . Teachers changed f requent ly and often 

the school w a s left unopened un t i l the r ep lacement a r r i v e d . 

These concerns reached the Depar tmen t of Education in Victoria and in 1939 

The honorable Dr. Weir, Minis ter of Education, visi ted Salt Spring Is land 

and agreed t h e r e w a s a need for improved educational facilities and 

promised to ass i s t t he dis t r ic t . Hence the resolut ion of 1938 w h i c h w a s set 

u p to gain t h i s suppor t and establ ish a Consolodated School. 

The n e w high school facility promised by Dr. Weir c rea ted a demand for a 

consolidated school f rom grades 1-12 to be housed in Ganges. Toynbee (1975 

:62) s ta ted t h a t by 1940 the n u m b e r of schools had been reduced to t h r e e a s 

a r e s u l t of t h e opening of t h e Consolidated School a t Ganges and t h e 

ins t i tu t ion of school bus service" . All s t uden t s en te red th i s school in 1941, 

•when it opened, w i t h the exception of t he e l e m e n t a r y s tuden t s a t Beaver 

Point, Isabella Point and Burgoyne Bay. I t provided the la tes t in technical 

suppor t and the school w a s buil t w i t h g r a n t s and volunteer labor and 

donat ions and it opened debt free in i94i. 



•j Burgoyne Bay s t u d e n t s a r r i v e d the following y e a r a n d in 1945 w i t h t he 

adoption of t he Cameron Report, Beaver Point E l e m e n t a r y and Isabella Point 

E l e m e n t a r y s t uden t s w e r e incorporated into School District *64 (Gulf 

I s l ands ) . I t w a s , h o w e v e r , not unt i l 1951 w h e n t h e Beaver Point school 

w a s closed t h a t all s t u d e n t s a t tended Ganges Consolidated School. 

"At t he t ime of the closing of th i s school, the building, w h i c h still s t ands 

(and is used as a pre-school ) had been used cont inuous ly for classes longer 

t h a n a n y o the r school in Bri t ish Columbia" (Toynbee, p . 64). In 1945 the 

Gulf I s l ands School Board w a s given n ine sea t s to r e p r e s e n t t he a r ea . The 

b r e a k d o w n for each Is land w a s as follows: N o r t h Salt Spring 3 seats , 

South Salt Spring 2 seats , Pender 1 seat, Mayne 1 seat , Galiano 1 seat, 

S a t u r n a 1 seat . 

Other d i s t r i c t is land schools w e r e established a s t h e need a rose w i t h t he 

f i r s t Outer Is land school established on Mayne I s l and in 1383. This school 

w a s to s e r v e South Galiano Island, Mayne Is land a n d some s tuden t s f rom 

S a t u r n a Is land boarded on the Is land and a t t ended school t he r e . In 1894 a 

r ep l acemen t school w a s const ructed on Mayne I s l and and t h i s n e w school 

is n o w the p re sen t school l i b r a r y . 

Residents of Pender Is land established the N o r t h Pender Is land School 

Distr ict in 1893 and t h e South Pender Is land Dis t r ic t in 1925. The s o u t h e r n 

school w a s closed in 1941 and the Pender I s l ands R u r a l School d is t r ic t w a s 



crea ted . This combined school is n o w the c o m m u n i t y l i b r a r y and sen iors ' 

cen ter . 

Galiano Is land opened i t s f i r s t school in 1890 in t he Montague Harbour a r e a 

and in 1894 Galiano South opened. Later these schools would be combined 

approximate ly h a l f w a y be tween t h e m to c rea te one school for Galiano 

Is land. S a t u r n a E lemen ta ry School, the last of the is land schools, w a s 

opened in 1919 bu t w a s not listed in the Cameron Report w h i c h in 1945 

recommended t h e consolodation of over 650 Separa te Bri t ish Columbia School 

Dist r ic ts to a total of 74 (Appendix 2). However t h i s school h a s se rved 

S a t u r n a Is land cont inuously since opening and today it is a mode rn two 

room school. 

The Gulf I s l ands School District is a consolidation of 14 r u r a l school 

d is t r ic t s , w i t h m a n y of t h e m on the original si te and incorpora t ing some of 

t he original building (see a t tached m a p for the compar i son) . We a r e still a 

r u r a l d is t r ic t b u t w e h a v e over 100 t eache r s a n d 1300 s tuden t s on five 

s epa ra t e i s lands w i t h a n in tegra ted t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m to s e r v e t he 

needs of ou r m a n y communi t i t e s and s tudents . The History of t h i s d i s t r ic t 

places u s in t he forefront of the Educational Development of th i s province 

a s some of t he f i r s t school d is t r ic t s established in the colony of Bri t ish 

Columbia -were on Salt Spring Island. 

n The Gulf I s lands h a s become a unique a r e a in t h e province . This s t u d y 



w a s u n d e r t a k e n to co-ord ina te a brief h i s to ry of t he School District . I t 

h a s a t t empted to t a k e c u r r e n t brief references and consolodate t h e m to 

s h o w the development of th i s dis tr ic t . The process is not un l ike all r u r a l 

d i s t r ic t s in the province. The ea r ly conditions, t h e c o m m i t t m e n t to public 

education and the in t e re s t of the citizens to provide a sound educational 

p r o g r a m still exist. This d is t r ic t r ep re sen t s the people of Bri t ish Columbia 

as it reflects a d iverse group of people, a mixed economy and a society t h a t 

suppor t s and involves itself in the educational process . 
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Appendix 1 

School District #64 (Gulf I s lands) 

This d is t r ic t is a consolidation of the following r u r a l school d is t r ic ts : 

A. Salt sp r ing Is land R u r a l School d is t r ic t s 
(1) Beaver Point ( l 8 8 5 > ^ f ? 0 
(2) Isabella Point (l905)(/qor) 

*(3) Burgoyne Bay (1901) [l8T>> 
*(*) C r a n b e r r y M a r s h ( m o ) ^ / ' ) 
*(5) Vesuv ius (Centra l ) (iMtYlffa) 1/ 
*(6) Vesuvius (Nor th ) (1896)(ni*) S 
*(7) Divide ( i923)( /« / ) 

. *(s) Ganges Harbour ( l89l)^/f<H) 
*($) Ganges High School (1927) 

* Joined together J u n e 15, 1938 to fo rm Salt Spr ing Is land United 
Rura l School District . 

B. Pender I s l ands 
(1) Nor th Pender (l893_ (/W-j 
(2) South Pender (1925) Closed 1941* 

hlXl) Close*t Cm?) 
* Pender Is land r u r a l School District Created 

C. Galiano Is land 1 
(1) Galiano Nor th (1890) ( ' ^ a ) 
(2) Galiano south (1894) [ l ^ ) 

D. Mayne Is land School District (1883) (This is t h e f i r s t school in t h e 
Outer Gulf I s l ands . ) ((Vtl) 

E. S a t u r n a Is land (Opened in 1919)/Vq>e|\ 

I 
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Appendix 2 

U n d e r t h e C a m e r o n Repor t (1945), t h e fo l lowing r u r a l d i s t r i c t s b e c a m e 
School D i s t r i c t *64 (Gulf I s l a n d s ) : 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS REPORT 
D i s t r i c t *64 

School E n r o l m e n t G r a d e s 

S e n i o r H i g h - E l e m e n t a r y 
- S a l t s p r i n g I s l a n d Un i t ed 245 1-12 

E l e m e n t a r y 
- B e a v e r Poin t 18 1-8 
- I s a b e l l a Po in t 13 1-S 
- Ga l i ano Wor th 20 1-8 
- S o u t h Ga l i ano 21 1-6 & 8 
- M a y n e I s l a n d 26 1-6 & 8 
- P e n d e r I s l a n d R u r a l 23 1-6 & 8 
- S a t u r n a 9 1-4 & 7 


