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FOREWORD 

While much has been written on Salt-
spring Island, there has never been a con
densed booklet for the tourist. 

Therefore the Saltspring Chamber of Com
merce is pleased to recommend this booklet 
which was written and compiled by the 
Spotlight of Saltspring, to the visitor 
for his convenience. 

We realize that it is, of necessity, 
rather sketchy, but we hope that it will 
arouse the interest of the reader so that 
he will fill in the full picture by asking 
questions of authorized representatives 
of the Chamber of Commerce, 

The following is a list of those who are 
authorized to give information. 

At Fulford: J Grosart, Insurance, Mary 
Lee Snack.Shop, and the Fulford Inn. 

At Ganges: Bank of Montreal, Shell Ser
vice Station, and Jack Smith Taxi, 

At Vesuvius: Vesuvius Marine, 

All registered resorts. All advertisers 
in this booklet. 

Suggestions for improving both this 
booklet and the general facilities on our 
island, will be greatly appreciated by the 
Chamber of Commerce, We hope that you 
will enjoy your holiday and that we may 
have the pleasure of seeing you again next 

President 
Salt .Spring XsJand Chamber of Commerce. 
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LOCATION 

Rushing, swirling tides and water racing 
through narrow passages, serene coves bor
dered with gleaming clam shell beaches, 
austere cliffs and rolling meadow land 
are but a part of the ever varying beauty 
of the Gulf Islands, 

Saltspring Island, the largest island in 
the Gulf Island group, is protected by the 
smaller islands on the North and East, and 
by the mainland of Vancouver Island on the 
South and West. 

The climate is moderate and the rainfall 
just over half of that experienced in the 
Vancouver, lower mainland area. 

Saltspring, like the other islands in 
the Gulf Island group, is heavily wooded 
with coniferous trees. Generally speaking 
the main hill system runs North and South 
over the western half of the island, with 
the higher ground concentrated in the 
southern tip of the island. Mount Bruce 
on Musgrave Mountain is the highest peak 
in the system, and has an elevation of two 
thousand four hundred and eight feet. 

Ganges, the main settlement on the is
land, is equidistant, twenty-eight miles 
by airplane, from Vancouver on the main
land, and Nanaimo and Victoria on Van
couver Island, A line drawn due North 
from Victoria would pass through both Gan
ges and Vancouver. 



EARLY HISTORY 

A living being transformed into rock was 
the way in which the Indians thought of 
this Island and its mountain system. They 
called the peak Chu-an, meaning "facing 
the sea", and knew it as the traditional 
resting place of the Thunder Bird in its 
flight from the sea to the inland mount
ains. Later as dialect changed, the name 
changed to Tuan and then, to Tuam. The 
white men also changed the name of the 
island from time to time. The island was 
originally known as Saltspring Island, be
cause of the salt springs which exist on 
the North End, then was changed to Admiral 
Island in honour of Rear Admiral Robert 
Lambert Baynes, and finally, reverted to 
Saltspring. Prehistoric ruins show that 
the island has been inhabited for at least 
two thousand years. It is believed that 
the villagers made their living by exact
ing toll from canoes passing through the 
narrows. 

The Gulf Islands were all charted by the 
Royal Navy, and the mountains were named 
after officers and the bays after ships. 
For example, Mounts Bruce and Baynes, and 
Ganges Harbour. 

The story of the non-Indian settlements, 
was at first one of hard work, privation 
and sometimes starvation. People came to 
Saltspring because the land had not been 
surveyed and was therefore cheaper than 
the less rugged and more fertile terrain 
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on Vancouver Island. In those days land 
could be purchased for the full price of 
one pound sterling per acre, with a down 
payment of one shilling. Cheaper land in 
the United States lured many would-be set
tlers away. The prevailing price at that 
time in the U.S.A. was one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre. 

The year 1859 was the crucial year in 
the history of Saltspring. In the spring 
ar» exploring party was organized in Vic
toria, and following its return, twenty-
nine men made application for land. Of 
the^e, only seventeen men and their fami
lies actually moved over. By the end of 
that year there were, roughly, forty set
tlers on the island, The balance of the 
population was made up of Negroes who had 
immigrated to the island the previous 
year from Portland and San Prancisco to 
escape the racial discrimination which was 
prevalent at that time. There were three 
or four Negroes who had joined the ori
ginal group from Eastern Canada and the 
Eastern United States. An interesting note 
is that the first school teacher on the 
island was one of these men. His name was 
John Jones, and he held a teachers certi
ficate from the University of Ohio, 

Apart from farming, a small export in
dustry sprang up in the form of sandstone 
quarrying and logging. The stone quarry
ing, particularly, helped in the develop
ment of communications. The quarries were 



in the Vesuvius area close to the water
front, and the finished product was ship
ped by boat from Vesuvius to Victoria to 
sell on the open market for eight dollars 
a ton. 

The so-called Indian wars were a series 
of minor disturbances which lasted for a 
ten year period, from 1860 to 1870, These 
included clashes between roving bands of 
Indians and attacks on the Negro and white 
populations. It appears that the Negroes 
suffered the most, due to the fact that 
the Indians considered themselves superior 
to them. During this time the settlers 
made repeated attempts to have a Justice 
of the Peace appointed by the Governor of 
the colony, James Douglas. It was not un
til 20th July, 1871 that the Colony of 
British Columbia joined the Dominion of 
Canada, Admiral Baynes also joined his 
voice to those of the settlers and recom
mended that a Justice be appointed, in one 
of his reports to London, The Colonial 
Office was finally stirred into action 
and asked the Governor why a magistrate 
had not been appointed. The Governor re
plied to the effect that on Saltspring 
none of the resident settlers had either 
the status or intelligence to serve the 
public with advantage in the capacity of 
local Justice and, further, he did not 
consider the disturbances to be serious 
enough to appoint an outside magistrate at 
the cost of five hundred pounds a year! 
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The disturbances were finally brought 
under control after Confederation, when a 
local constable was appointed. 

In 1873 the settl 
spring Island int 
the Islanders fou 
struggle made it di 
come an organized c 
to this, the cost 
more than they c 
the municipality 
1883. 

ers voted to form Salt-
o a municipality, but 
nd that their years of 
fficult for them to be-
ommunity. In addition 
of local government was 
ould afford to pay, and 
came to an end in May 

The history of later 
given in later chapters. 

development is 
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This is the story of one community. 
Others have entirely different histories 
and there is no end to the interesting 
things that people want to see in print. 
Write for our free booklet on how to get 
your work published by the Spotlight of 
Saltspring Island, B.C», Canada. 

The Spotlight of Saltspring Island 
specializes in producing booklets town 
histories, club rules, company reports, 
text book answers and the many other 
booklets that have to be produced econo
mically in limited editions. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

ROADS 
The island is well covered with a system 

of roads, and it is possible to visit each 
community and practically every point of 
interest by car. 

The main arterial highway from Fulford 
to Ganges, and from Ganges to Vesuvius, 
follows the original cattle trails and 
Indian paths. It is true to say that its 
route has not been appreciably altered 
since the time that it became an open 
road. In the early days on Saltspring, 
it was common practice to ship freight and 
garden produce by oxen sled between the 
main centres. There are men who can still 
remember making many trips from Fulford to 
Ganges in that uncomfortable manner. Oxen 
sleds, as a means of transportation, were 
soon replaced by horses and wagons, and 
in 1911 the first automobile appeared on 
the island. As was the case in many other 
places, horse owners objected strenuously 
to the advent of the horseless carriage. 
Today however, the car is an integral part 
of island life and visitors should not be 
surprised, when taking a walk, to be of
fered a lift by a friendly motorist. 

Road maintenance is an extremely dif
ficult task owing to the type of gravel 
which is available. However a strenuous 
road improvement programme is at present 
being carried out, and it is hoped that 
the main highway will be completely fin
ished with a weather-proof hard surface 
by 1954. 
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During the dry summer months the roads 
are in their best condition and many en
joyable trips can be made to the island*s 
beauty spots. 

An interesting note on comparative costs 
of road building is revealed in a letter 
written by the Provincial Government to a 
road contractor on the island. The let
ter, written fifty years ago, authorized 
the contractor to build a road from Bur-
goyne Bay to Beaver Point, a distance of 
twelve miles, for which he was allowed the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

INDUSTRIES 
The industries which have been developed 

on Saltspring can roughly be divided into 
three main categories: farming, lumbering 
and developing facilities for vacationers. 

As has been pointed out in an earlier 
chapter, most of the early settlers came 
to make their living on the land. In 
those days, modern farm production methods 
such as machinery and chemical fertilizers 
were not available, and so market gar
dening was confined to the pockets of low-
lying arable land. However, as time went 
by, methods improved and it was found that 
the scope could be increased to include 
small fruits such as raspberries, and 
fruit and nut trees of all descriptions. 
Most of the land is very suitable for the 
raising of sheep, and, at the present 
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time, the number of sheep on Saltspring, 
and the other islands is being rapidly in
creased, A few herds of dairy cattle 
are kept to provide milk for the residents 
of the island. Turkey farming too, is 
growing in commercial importance, and sev
eral large farmers have already started to 
breed these birds. 

Farming was gradually superseded by log
ging, until in 1928 it became the largest 
basic industry on the island. During the 
boom years in the lumber industry, this 
natural resource brought a great deal of 
wealth and employment to Saltspring, To
day, however, the best of the timber has 
been logged off, and all that remains is a 
small amount for export and a few sawmills 
which cut rough lumber for island use and 
a certain amount for export. However, a 
new field of lumbering is being opened up 
in the form of pulp wood, and with im
proved transportation facilities, it is 
hoped that an increase in employment will 
result, 

Saltspring Island has been popular as a 
holiday resort for the past fifty years. 
There are a great number of resort hotels, 
holiday cottages, auto camps and guest 
houses where the visitor may stay. A good 
number of farm houses and private homes 
also make arrangements to provide room and 
board for visitors. The number of these 
resort establishments is growing, as many 
visitors return again and again and bring 
their friends, 
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Beaver Point 

2 Nor th End Road 
3 Fernwood Road 
4 Walker Hook Road 
5 Stark Road 
6 Central 
7 Manse11 Road 
8 Scott Road 
9 Churchill Road 
10 Upper Ganges Road. 
11 Rainbow Road 
12 Booth Canal 
13 Cranberry 
14 Beddis Road 
15 Cusheon Lake Road 
1G Stewart Road 
17 Mus grave 
18 Isabella Point Road 
19 Beaver Point Road 
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WATERWORKS 
The North Saltspring Island Water Works 

was incorporated by Order in Council on 
eleventh of February, 1948, under the B.C. 
Water Act, 1939. 

It is governed and managed by a Board of 
Trustees who are elected for a 3 year 
period by the property owners in the Dis
trict. 

Originally the District was divided into 
two main systems; the Ganges Water and 
Power Company which started in 1914, and 
a pipe line from Mr, Gavin Mouat's well to 
the Vesuvius Lodge built by Mr. H W Bui— 
lock and later acquired by the Vesuvius 
Water Works. From these the present sys
tem grew. 

The North Saltspring Island Water Works 
bought up the entire issued stock and 
equipment of these systems for a total 
of nineteen thousand, four hundred and 
eighty dollars. To cover the cost of this 
the company registered a bylaw. 
The present total bond issue is $120,000, 

The financing of the Waterworks is done 
entirely with local money. 

The Water District belongs to the Crown 
and not to the bond holders, who, as such, 
do not have a vote in the elections. Pro— 
gress has been made by building the new 
one hundred thousand gallon tank on the 
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Ganges Hill, and connecting the Vesuvius 
Bay system to Maxwell Lake through Ganges. 

G; Janges uses over thirty thousand gallons 
of water a day during the winter months, 
and a great deal more than that during the 
tourist season. The water in Maxwell Lake 
has been estimated to be enough even if 
the population should grow to be many 
times its present size. 
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SUGGESTED EXCURSIONS 

BEACHES 
The Island offers to the picnicker or 

swimmer several beautiful beaches of soft 
sand and gleaming white clam shell, 

Unlike many other parts of the British 
Columbia Coast, the west side of Salt-
spring Island is completely protected from 
bad weather. The waters are, generally 
speaking, warm and comfortable for swim
ming. There are two lovely beaches on 
this side of the island, one at Vesuvius 
Bay and the other at Burgoyne Bay. An
other beautiful beach, but one which is 
washed by cooler waters, is situated on 
Southey Point at the North End of the is
land. 

The beaches abound with clams and, round 
certain areas, oysters are plentiful. The 
lover of seafoods can spend many happy 
hours digging for the tasty 'butter clams' 
and gathering oysters. 

MT. MAXWELL PARK 
The story of the Parks Board is one of 

men doggedly struggling to achieve a pur
pose and finally succeeding. 

It was due to the suggestion of Mr. 
Harrison, now Mayor in the Capital City 
of Victoria, that Mt. Maxwell Park was 
founded. The request that this park 
should become a provincial park had to be 
made through a responsible body. And in 
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1938, the North Saltspring Island Women1s 
Institute organized a public meeting to 
frame the necessary request. The secret
ary can find no minutes of this meeting, 
although there is an entry dated June 8th, 
1938 of a resolution to support the Lib
eral Association in their efforts to make 
Mt, Bruce a Provincial Park, Various old-
timers, however, say the meeting was def
initely called by the Women's Institute, 

Messrs, A Cartwright, N W Wilson, W I 
McAffee and J S Rogers were named by the 
meeting as the slate of governors to be 
recommended to the Lt, Governor. In Oct
ober 1938 the park was approved and the 
Park Board constituted. By Order in 
Council Maxwell Park was to consist of 
four hundred and ninety acres. 

In 1940, a proposed road had been sur
veyed and a government grant of one hun
dred and fifty dollars was made to this 
Board, This money enabled the Board to 
hire a bulldozer; and with the aid of vol
untary labour, a path was pushed through 
to the summit. The correct name is Baynes 
Peak in Maxwell Park, height two thousand 
feet. It was named after Admiral Baynes. 

In 1950, a certain amount of ripe timber 
in an unfrequented part of Maxwell was 
sold, in return for which a road was con
structed to the peak. 
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When this Park Board was dissolved, the 
Chamber of Commerce took on the respon
sibility of helping the Government to keep 
the park in good order* Picnic tables and 
benches of rustic design are placed in 
picturesque settings on the summit plateau. 

Mount Baynes commands a wonderful view, 
opening up a vista to the sea studded with 
islands, and rugged snowcapped mountains. 
This view is one of the finest in British 
Columbia, and one which should not be 
missed* 

STEWART ROAD VIEW POINT 
There is another exceptionally fine view 

point on the island* It is located on the 
East coast about half way between Ganges 
and Beaver Point. 

This point can be reached from both 
Ganges and Fulford by road. In order to 
aid the visitor to find his way easily, a 
short description of roads and turnings to 
follow is given below. 

From Ganges: drive south on Main Ganges 
Road about two miles to the Cusheon Lake 
Road, Turn left and follow it to where a 
road comes in from your right down a steep 
hill and across a bridge. Take this road 
to your right, crossing the bridge. The 
road is narrow and steep and the view is 
at the top where there is a right angle 
turn. 
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From Fulford: take the Beaver Point Road 
to the first main road which angles back 
sharply to the left. This road runs dir
ectly to the right angle turn. Adequate 
parking space is available at the point. 

From this view point a beautiful scene 
lies stretched out before you to the East 
and North. On a clear day it is possible 
to see the mouth of the Fraser River and 
the sun glancing off the windows of the 
canneries in the Steveston area. 
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RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Saltspring Island offers a great deal to 
the truly out-of-doors sporting enthusiast 
whether he be permanent resident or visit
or. The mild spring and fall weather per
mits much more outside activity than is 
usually feasible on the lower mainland. 

Fishing is possibly the greatest at
traction, and ardent salmon fishermen can 
pursue this sport practically all the year 
round. The largest catches are reported 
during the months of August and September 
while the Cohoe Salmon are running. How
ever during the winter and spring, Spring 
Salmon and Bluebacks are caught in large 
numbers. The Bass fishing in St, Mary 
Lake is world famous and enthusiastic 
fresh water fishermen travel many miles to 
fight the game Lake Bass. St. Mary Lake 
also offers a variety of land-locked Cut
throat Trout which have been caught as 
large as six pounds. 

Both fresh water and salt water swimming 
is available at the beaches or in the many 
lakes. 

The Islanders are proud of a picturesque 
nine hole golf course which can be found 
on the main Ganges-Vesuvius road,about 
a mile and a half from Ganges, The Club 
House is complete with a Licenced Cocktail 
Lounge and other recreational facilities. 

Tennis courts are available at both Har
bour House Hotel and the Fulford Inn. 
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Other private courts are rented out to the 
Clubs which visitors may join. Infor
mation on this may be obtained from any of 
the Resort establishments. Badminton is 
a popular sport on the island during the 
winter months, and the Fulford Inn has an 
out-door Badminton Court on its grounds. 

The Island abounds in Grouse and Deer 
and is a hunters Paradise during the hunt
ing season. The type of Deer which exists 
here is the Black Tail or Coast Deer, and 
the average weight is about one hundred 
pounds, although some animals have been 
shot weighing in the neighborhood of one 
hundred and sixty pounds. 

Willow and piue Grouse, Pheasant and 
Quail are also found in large numbers. 
The Quail and their young can often be 
seen, during the months of May and June, 
parading along the roads or near the 
houses. 
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PLACES TO STAY 

The last real battle of the Indian wars, 
was fought on the Harbour House grounds 
near the lower Tennis Court, There still 
remains visible evidence of this earlier 
civilization in the form of a Chief's 
Council seat cut out of the trunk of an 
old Maple tree. 

The original House and Lands were, prior 
to 1916, the farm of Mr, 6- Mrs. Alfred G, 
Crofton, During the summer of 1916, while 
Mr, Crofton was serving Overseas with the 
Canadian Forces, Mrs, Crofton decided to 
renovate the Home as the first Guest House 
in Ganges, 

It is interesting to note that the seven 
children in the Crofton family, who are 
the present owners of the Hotel, all have 
the initial "DM in their first Christian 
name. 

Both Harbour House and the Fulford Inn 
have licenced beer parlours. 

Among other places to stay are: Aclands, 
The Cottage, Borradaile's Auto Court, St, 
Mary's Lake Resort, Vesuvius Lodge, Rain
bow Beach Camp, Lakeshore Fishing Camp, 
according to the 1952 Auto Court Di
rectory, There are others as well. 
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H W BULLOCK 

The legend of Mr. H W Bullock is an in
tegral part of the history of this island. 
He has done as much as any other man or 
any other event to add colour to the story 
of Saltspring. 

Mr. Bullock arrived on the island just 
prior to the turn of the century. He was 
born in England and when he arrived in 
Canada was comfortably wealthy. He bought 
some very beautiful acreage which included 
three lakes, and there he planned and 
built an English park estate. 

He was an extremely generous man and 
gave liberally to all worthy charities. 
He was famous for his formal dress and was 
seldom seen outside his front gates with
out being fully and properly attired in 
morning coat, striped trousers and top 
hat. His 'boys in buttons* were famous, 
and it was a common sight on Sunday to see 
Mr, Bullock driving to church in Iris car
riage attended by his coachman and fol
lowed by his retinue of boys wearing Eton 
collars and top hats. 
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CHURCHES 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN CANADA (ANGLICAN) 
There are three regular churches of this 

denomination on the island, St, Georges in 
Ganges, St. Mark's at Central, and St. 
Mary's in Fulford. In addition to these, 
there is a hall which is used at Vesuvius 
Bay known as St. Nicholas. 
St. Mark's Church celebrated its six

tieth anniversary in 1952 and in honour of 
this occasion the chancel was completely, 
refitted with new oak furnishings, all of 
them donated in memory of parishioners. 
St. Mark's is probably unique in Canada 
inasmuch as it contains a stained glass 
window in memory of the late Queen Vic
toria, which is inscribed with her coat of 
arms. There is also another fine stain
ed glass picture window in the church, 
portraying Christ calming the storm. It 
was installed in memory of two men who 
lost their lives in Ganges Harbour in 1898 
during a severe storm. 

St. Mary's Church will be celebrating 
its sixtieth birthday in 1954. It was 
built of imported lumber because local 
lumber was not used extensively for build
ing purposes until the local sawmills were 
in operation. 
St. George's is the newest church of the 

three, built in 1940 to replace St. Pauls, 
an old church built on the Hospital Hill 
which was burned to the ground on Christ
mas Day 1939, The new church is com
pletely furnished with beautiful oak wood
work, all donated by members of the Altar 
Guild. 
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CATHOLIC 
St. Pauls Catholic Church at Fulford 

Harbour was built by Reverend Father Don-
kele, and was solemnly blessed on the 
tenth of May, 1865, by the Right Reverend 
J. Brondel, then Bishop of Victoria. Mass 
was said monthly until 1937, when Father 
E M Scheelen S.M.M. became the first res
ident priest, 

St. Edward1s Catholic Church at Ganges 
was opened for Catholic worship in 1940. 
The building is the former Ganges School 
which had been vacant for a number of 
years after the new consolidated school 
had been built. 

The Fathers of Montfort have been in 
charge of the Catholic community of Salt-
spring since 1909. 

UNITED CHURCH 
The first record of a visit to Salt-

spring was that of Rev. Ebenezer Robson in 
1861. It is noted, from his diary, that 
he visited most of the twenty-one houses 
which existed on North Saltspring at that 
time. Four years later Mr. Robson was 
directed to commence regular monthly ser
vices which were held in the Central Set
tlement School House, 

A Methodist Church was built in Bur-
goyne Valley in 1887 and was either the 
first or second church to be erected on 
the island. 
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In 1904 a Church was built at Central 
and was later torn down and re-construct
ed at the new community of Ganges. As 
Church membership increased a new Church 
was erected on a nearby site in 1952. 
This Church has a large basement which is 
used for the Sunday School and other orga
nizations. 

SERVICES and UTILITIES 

UTILITIES 
Electric light and power 
Telephone 
Water 

SERVICES 
Lady Minto Hospital Bank 
Public Health Nurse Pharmacist 
Doctors and Dentist School Busses 
Ambulance 
Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Undertaker 
Forestry Department 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Public Works Department 
Jitney Bus services to villages 
Land, air and water taxis 
Scheduled car ferry services 
Newspaper 
Consolidated elementary & High School 
Public Halls 
Movies 
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SUMMER SCHEDULE. CAR FERRIES & AIR 
GULF ISLAND FERRY CO (1951) LTD. DAILY 
Lv. Fulford Harbour, Saltspring Island. 

8.15 am: 10.00: 12.00: 2: 4: 6. 
Lv. Swartz Bay, Vancouver Island. 

9.15 am: 11.00: 1.00 pm: 3: 5: 7. 
A new ferry may also be in operation from 
Vesuvius, Saltspring, to Crofton, V.I. 
C.P.R. "PRINCESS ELAINE" STANDARD TIME 
from April 26 to September 26. No cars 
taken on Sundays except from Vancouver to 
Sidney & vice versa - make enquiries. This 
run is a trip round the Gulf Islands as 
follows; (intermediate times approximate). 
Tuesdays: Vancouver 8.00 am: Mayne 10.30 
to 11.00: Hope Bay 11.30 to 12: Saturna 
12.15 to 12.30: Sidney 13.45 to 14.15: 
Ganges 15.15 to 15.45: Galiano 16.45 to 
17.00: Vancouver 19.30. 
Thursdays: Vancouver 8.00 am: Galiano, 
10.30 to 11.00: Ganges 11.45 to 12.15: 
Sidney 13.15 to 14.15: Port Washington 
15.00 to 15.30: ftlayne 16.00 to 16.30: 
Vancouver 19.00, 
Saturdays: Vancouver 6.00 am; Galiano 
10.30 to 11.00: Ganges 11.45 to 12.15: 
Sidney 13.15 to 14.15: Saturna 15,30 to 
15.45: Hope Bay 16,00 to 16.15: Vancouver 
19.30. 
Sundays: Vancouver 6,00 am: Ganges 11.00 
to 12.00; Port Washington 12.45 to 13.00: 
Sidney 13,45 to 14.15: Galiano 15.15 to 
15.30: Vancouver 18.00. 

AIRLINES. Two flights DAILY 
Vancouver to Ganges and return. Enquire 
Western Pacific Airlines. 
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BROAD BREASTED BRONZE 

EGGS POULTS :; BREEDING STOCK TA3LE. BIRDS 
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GANGES. SALT SPRING ISLAND B C 

Superb Table Birds 














