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LET THE FESTIVAL BEGIN: Attending the Festival of Trees ribbon-snipping event at the Harbour House Hotel lobby are some of the many participants. 
From left are Cora Platz of the Salt Spring Island Harvest Food Bank, Cherie Geauvreau from Copper Kettle Community Partnership, Mollie Colson from 
Friends of Kenya, Jewel Eldstrom of Copper Kettle, RCMP Const. Hardip Gill on the stairs, RCMP Const. Felix Charette-Thibault, Lynda Turner from Friends of 
Kenya and the main organizer, and RCMP Corp. Matthew Crist. The event sees people place food bank donations under the decorated tree of their choice, 
or provide cash donations to the Copper Kettle, daily until Jan. 3. Last year the popular annual festival could not be held due to COVID-19.

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Residents of two lakeside Salt Spring roads 
are appealing to the island’s transportation 
commission to do something about their safe-
ty concerns, yet local politician Gary Holman 
said those concerns are “falling on deaf ears” 
at the provincial level. 

Debbi Toole, a 32-year resident of Salt 
Spring and co-owner of Lakeside Gardens 
Resort, outlined “grave concerns” on a circa 
one-kilometre stretch of North End Road from 
Langs Road to a rope swing on St. Mary Lake. 

“They’re treacherous curves, it’s utilized 
hugely and . . . differing groups with differ-
ing agendas . . . are utilizing that road. And 
people drive too fast, period,” she told the 
Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission 
(SSITC) at a Nov. 29 meeting. 

Toole recounted a late May collision 
between a van and a motorcycle where the 
motorcyclist was taken by helicopter to Van-
couver, as well as accidents involving rollovers 
and vehicles in ditches.

 “Some are reported, but the majority are 
not,” Toole said. 

ICBC data for 2016 to April 3, 2021 shows 
six crashes in the stretch of North End Road 
referenced by Toole. Seven more crashes were 
reported further down the road, between 
Acheson and before the North End and Upper 
Ganges Road four-way stop. 

The Tooles need to redo their fence on a 
yearly basis and a utility pole nearby has been 
knocked down twice over the past 30 years. 
Toole recounted a vehicle coming around one 
particular blind curve in the road, cutting the 
corner dramatically. 

“I was literally within inches of being com-
pletely wiped out and had to throw myself 
over into the ditch, which is not pleasant, 
because it’s blackberried and all the rest of it,” 
she recounted. “I thought, ‘Something has to 
be done about this.’” 

The issues are amplifi ed to “mayhem” on 
hot summer days, Toole said, as people park on 
an adjacent scree slope and parents, children, 
teenagers and dogs cross the road to the lake. 

“It’s a nightmare and it’s going to be a disas-
ter if something isn’t done.” 

Toole’s warning was echoed in a December 
2019 Driftwood story that described how the 
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
(MoTI) had promised to “review the 60-km/
hr zone and sightlines on North End Road to 
see what safety improvements could be con-
sidered.” 

“Do they have to drive so fast? Will it take 
an injured pedestrian or worse,” stated Susan 
Worrall in the story, which also noted that 
safety issues were fl agged as far back as 2011, 
when the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation 
Commission identifi ed the lake and the North 
End Road access points as a “red alert area.” 

A MoTI staffer confi rmed to the Driftwood 
that the ministry is “committed to a review of 
North End Road,” with plans to look at the cur-
rent speed and consider signage or other safe-
ty improvements. The plan is to collect traffi c 
counts and speed data in the spring of 2022. 

ROAD SAFETY continued on 2

St. Mary Lake and Cusheon area residents seek action

Road safety attention demanded
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Holman: ministry complaints fall on deaf ears

PHOTOS BY EMELIE PEACOCK

At a Nov. 29 meeting, from left, Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission members Aubrey Smith, Peter Meyer and Gary Lehman 
listen to North End Road resident Debbie Toole outline actions she would like to see taken to reduce road hazards near St. Mary Lake. 

LOCAL COVID REPORT
Gulf Islands and Southern Vancouver Island 

Toole outlined a list of measures she wants to see for 
that stretch of North End Road, including a no-parking 
area on the scree slope and enforcement of this rule. 
The speed limit, currently 60 km/hr, should be reduced 
and signage needs to go up, she said. Currently there 
are two signs in the stretch along St. Mary Lake, one in 
each direction, warning of curves ahead and advising 
a speed of 40 km/hr in the curves. 

White lines need to be maintained better, Toole said, 
and speed calming measures put in around corners.

Most of the 14 guests attending the SSITC meeting 
were part of a delegation to discuss another lakeside 
road. Speaking on behalf of the group, Nomi Davis 
said residents of Cusheon Lake Road have appealed to 
an “evolving procession of officials” over the past 30 
years to almost no avail. 

The 30-km/hr zone which runs the length of Cusheon 
Lake goes largely unheeded, Davis said, and with a 
dense residential area parallel to a popular beach, 
increases in traffic volume and heavy trucks using the 
route creates safety concerns. 

“These all contribute to both the degradation of the 
road, which further decreases water quality as well as 
our community’s long-held fears of someone, or more 
beloved pets, being seriously injured or killed,” she 
said. 

The road travels through Salt Spring’s largest water-
shed, and the Cusheon Lake Stewardship committee 
has repeatedly reminded MoTI about pollution caused 
by vehicle-related runoff. 

“Neither MoTI nor other entities that have authority 
over roads act as if they care or understand the value 
of the watershed and the drinking water supply,” 
Davis said.  

ICBC data from 2016 to April 3, 2021 shows seven 
crashes in the area: four near the intersection of 
Cusheon Lake and Stewart roads, and three near the 
Cusheon Lake and Fulford-Ganges roads intersection. 

Citing a Nov. 6 crash and one three years earlier in 
the same location, Davis called these examples of “sys-
temic ineffectiveness” of the transportation ministry. 
Having heard of the Bayfield v. British Columbia ruling 
which found the province partially guilty of failing to 
take reasonable care in the design of a highway and a 
median in which a rollover occurred, Davis said “some 
in our group are now seriously contemplating legal 
action against MoTI for negligence, both to the water-
shed and the humans residing in the community.” 

In addition, Davis brought up the “verbal, physical 
and emotional abuse” that residents have been sub-
jected to from drivers and which appears to be increas-
ing. She noted there had not been consistent speed 
limit enforcement on this route

Davis said actions are needed, starting with the loan 
of an ICBC speed board and weight restrictions on the 
road. As well, the delegation wants to see the speed 
calmed to 40 km/hr for the entire road, while keeping 
in place the 30-km/hr section that exists, as well as sig-
nage pointing out Beddis Road as an alternate route 
for Ganges and north island traffic. In the future, the 
group wants to see permanent speed reader boards 
installed, and traffic calming systems such as speed 
tables, bumps and rumble strips.

Capital Regional District (CRD) senior manager Karla 
Campbell told commissioners a report on speed boards 
will come in the new year. 

Responding to the delegations, CRD director Gary 
Holman and SSITC chair Gayle Baker said immediate 
actions for both North End and Cusheon Lake roads 
should involve getting in touch with MoTI and doing 
walk-arounds with them on those stretches. 

The concerns raised by both delegations are an 
example, Holman said, of how MoTI “doesn’t effec-
tively or meaningfully respond.” 

“This has got to be part of it . . . the public has to 
advocate to us and us to the MLA and to MoTI. But 
you look at the experience, and it’s not particularly 
good. And I think, in part, because we’re voices in the 
wilderness,” Holman said. “Clearly, complaints from 
commissioners, elected officials, commissions . . . and 
that includes MLAs, for the most part appear to be fall-
ing on deaf ears.”

A more effective way to get a response from the 
ministry needs to be considered, said Holman, perhaps 
involving someone with formal professional standing 
or qualification documenting safety concerns. The 
question of advocacy to MoTI will be discussed at the 
next transportation commission meeting in January. 

ROAD SAFETY
continued from 1

Data released by the BC 
Centre for Disease Control on 
Dec. 1 indicates that only two 
new COVID-19 cases were 
reported in the Southern Gulf 
Islands from Nov. 21-27.

The number is the lowest 
recorded since the beginning 
of August when there were 
zero cases. The largest one-
week number was 24, report-
ed in the Oct. 10-16 period.

H o w e v e r ,  S a l t 
Spring’s daily case rate 
per 100,000 between 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 2 was 
six, up from four the 
previous week, indicat-
ing the likelihood of 
more than two cases 
being on the island in 
the latter period. The 
other Gulf Islands have 
a daily case rate of 
zero. 

Eighty-one per cent 
of Salt Spring residents 
aged 12 and over have 
had at least two COVID 
vaccinations. For Satur-
na, Mayne, Pender and 
Galiano islands that 
figure is 92 per cent. 

Forty-five per cent 
of Salt Spring residents 
and 28 per cent on the 
other Gulf Islands who 
are aged 70 and older 
have had a booster 
shot as of Dec. 2.
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WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB  
Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted

Registered under the College of Speech 
 and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

nexgenhearing.com

Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted
Selene Finlayson
RHIP/Owner

Terena LeCorre
RAUD

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
Grace Point Square, 1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

See the NexGen Hearing difference for yourself.

When you walk in 
our door,

the boss gets 
up to help you.

That’s just how an 
owner operates.

nexgenhearing.com

Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC
WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted
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See the NexGen Hearing 
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Windsor Plywood
SALT SPRING

We Do House Calls 
and Job Site Visits!
We Do House Calls 

Page 1Saltspring

NO PAYMENTS • NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS! • uP TO $40,000 OAC • SEE IN-STORE FOR dETAIlS

1 HOUR SPECIALS! • SEPTEMBER 19TH ONLY

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19TH

10AM - 7PM

Enjoy a burrito crafted by leon 
& the Salt Spring youth wrestling team

SAlT SPRING ISlANd
166 RAINBOW ROAD

 PH: 250-537-5564 • FAX: 250-537-1207
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8am - 5:30pm • Closed Sundays

general@windsorssi.com • www.windsorssi.com 

YOU ARE INVITED... 
TO OUR LARGEST PROMOTIONAL EVENT OF THE YEAR!

100000
ENTER TO WIN!

Gift 
Certificate

FACTORY REPS ON HANd
4 Cedar Valley Shingles 
4 Sikkens Anzo Nobel

4 Cloverdale Paint  4 Gentek Windows
4 dewalt Tools  4 Vinyl Click Flooring

4 Barr Plastic Water Systems 
4 Emco Plumbing & Electrical
4 Engineered Wood Products

4 Safety Supplies  4 Gienow Windows
4 Engineered, laminate, Prefinished 

& unfinished Wood Flooring
4 Splashes with Moen Showcase 

4 Pacific Rim Flooring
4 Irwin Tools & MORE!

dON’T MISS THE CHANCE TO quESTION 
THE FACTORY REPS, CHECk OuT THE 

dEMOS ANd THE AWESOME lIMITEd TIME 
PROMO OFFERS!

(Redeemable only at Windsor Plywood Saltspring) 
It’s easy to enter... just visit us on 

September 19th and fill out an entry form. 
One entry per person please!

10am - 11am

2pm - 3pm

12pm - 1pm

4pm - 5pm

11am - 12pm

3pm - 4pm

1pm - 2pm

5pm - 6pm

1/2” DRYWALL SAVE OFF ALL TARPS

8MM LAMINATE 
FLOORING

REDI-MIx 
CONCRETE

6’ WHITE VINYL 
PATIO DOORS

ALL FINGER JOINT 
PRIMED MOULDINGS

788 25%

75¢588 52500 25%

4” x 8’ Sheet
Limited to 20 sheets 
per customer!

Assorted sizes in-stock!

Do it Now & 
Save off regular 
prices...

Wow! That’s per 
square foot!

Limited to 10 bags 
per person!

with screen!
Hurry, only 
while supplies 
last in-stock!

Wow! Drop by 
between 5 - 6pm 
and Save...

Each Off

Bag Each Off reg. 
prices

GENERAL PAINT
EGGSHELL LATEx

2288White only
#55-010
3.78L Each

6 PANEL INTERIOR 
HEMLOCK DOORS

7700Standard sizes 
First come first 
serve! Each

Lots of door prizes to be given away!

See you at the 
Fall Fair!

Mike Ken

SaltSpring
2013  Show SPECIALS!

PRICES MAY VARY AFTER SEPTEMBER 28, 2013

Make a 
donation!

All proceeds help purchase 

training dummies & specialized 

equipment for the wrestling team! 

PH: 250-537-5564 • FAX: 250-537-1207
RAINBOW ROAD

Mon- Fri 7am to 4pm / Saturdays 8am - 4pm until Jan. 31, 2022
Closed Sundays and holidays 

BEDDIS ROAD 
Mon to Fri 6:30am to 3pm

saltspring@windsorplywood.com

DON’T BUY 
WAR TOYS

WAR TOYS; guns, missiles, 
soldier dolls, board and 
video games, all make play 
of war and violence. Toys are 
children’s tools to prepare 
them for adult life. If an 
adult gives a child war toys, 
he or she gives approval to 
violence. The child learns that 
war is a game.

Why not give your child 
CONSTRUCTIVE and IMAG-
INATIVE toys? Balls, blocks, 
stuffed animals, puzzles, 
paints, recreational equip-
ment, and non-competitive 
board and video games, are 
some of the toys that can de-
velop creativity and co-opera-
tion, skills needed by children 
of all ages.

When we buy Christmas 
gifts, we should think about 
the meaning of the feast we 
are celebrating. 

Merry Christmas 
~ Peace on Earth

A Shopper’s Guide 
to Peace

Salt Spring 
Voice of Women 

for Peace

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Brought to you courtesy 
of the 

Murakami family

Tommy is a handsome 1.5 year old panther-like guy who 
enjoys lounging around with occasional exploration 
moments.  Great for a low-key home.

HOUSING CRISIS

Seabreeze tenants get breathing room
But more time is still needed, 
says head of Community 
Services 

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Extension of the subject-removal date for 
the Seabreeze Inne purchase has given cur-
rent tenants some breathing room, but the 
extra six weeks may still not be enough time 
for new homes to be found.

The Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
(LMHF), which has a subject-to offer to pur-
chase the motel that began renting rooms 
with BC Housing support during the COVID-
19 pandemic, announced Friday that the 
foundation’s potential possession date has 
been moved to late February. That means cur-
rent rentals can continue until Feb. 15, 2022, 
rather than the originally set date of Dec. 31.

LMHF said in a press release that it con-
tinues to collaborate daily with government 
agencies and service providers on the transi-
tion of occupants triggered by the sale of the 
privately owned motel near Ganges.

However, Salt Spring Island Community 
Services (SSICS) executive director Rob Grant 
said he is so far not aware of realistic solutions 
to secure housing for the approximately 18 
displaced tenants. 

“That worries me with the tight timeline,” 
Grant said on Sunday. “Feb. 15 is still a very 

short timeline, particularly with Christmas in 
the middle, and organizations such as ours 
already being short-staffed and very busy.” 

Grant added that the 2021 homeless count 
identified 148 individuals on Salt Spring. 

“I would like to see if there is a way for peo-
ple to stay in their Seabreeze homes for now 
and have a well-planned transition based on 
a timeline when LMHF actually needs the 
building vacant for their purposes,” Grant 
continued. “I don’t see any major downsides 
to that option, so I hope it could at least be 
considered. There may be other options that 
I am not aware of, but I think the whole com-
munity would breathe a sigh of relief if we 
can land on a solution quickly.”

Earlier this fall, when SSICS was unsuccess-
ful in its attempt to purchase the inne with 
assistance from BC Housing, and it was going 
to revert to tourist accommodation, LMHF 
decided to purchase the property for hospital 
staff housing. 

“The option was to let the Seabreeze revert 
to tourist accommodation, or to try and keep 
it as a community housing asset,” said Rober-
ta Martell, the foundation’s executive direc-
tor. “Increasing the number of rental units 
will be important to the island and invaluable 
to the hospital where 31 positions are cur-
rently vacant.”

She added, “I hope folks understand that 
the temporary housing operating out of the 
inne isn’t closing because we’re buying it, 
it’s closing because it wasn’t purchased to 

continue as such by either BC Housing or 
Community Services. We understand that 
their decision has been to fund a custom-
built supportive-housing facility rather than 
investing in purchasing the Seabreeze to use 
it as such. For the sake of so many vulnerable 
people on Salt Spring, we look forward to 
seeing progress on that project sooner rath-
er than later. Thanks to the current owner 
for opening up his motel to temporarily 
house the vulnerable, and for working close-
ly with us to provide time to help facilitate a 
transition.” 

LMHF says access to long-term rental hous-
ing is imperative for maintaining optimal hos-
pital staffing levels, which is why the organiza-
tion has made housing a major priority.  The 
Seabreeze’s 28 motel rooms will be renovated 
into 14 to 16 traditional rental apartments, 
which will be rented by Lady Minto Hospital 
staff. 

The foundation’s offer to acquire the 
Seabreeze Inne is its third housing initiative, 
along with providing a grant to support rental 
of a “landing pad” to house newly hired hos-
pital staff, and the creation of an online rental 
database: the Housing Information Portal or 
HIPlist (https://ladymintofoundation.com/hip).

LMHF board chair Dave Taylor noted, “Every-
body needs a home, full stop. This is a time not 
for conflict, but for collaboration. This crisis is 
bringing people together and shining a light 
on the need for focused coordination on hous-
ing.” 

ISLANDS TRUST 

Trustees wrangle over budget strategies
Housing action fails

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Islands Trust Council will float an 
approximately $9.2-million budget 
for 2022, following council’s quar-
terly meeting held last week in Vic-
toria and via Zoom. 

The public will be asked for input 
on the budget before it is passed 
at a meeting in March and so the 
final amount could change. But  if 
it doesn’t, property taxpayers will 
see what Salt Spring trustee Peter 
Grove described as an increase from 
the previous year that is “danger-
ously close to five per cent.” 

“It is just appalling to my mind 
that we would be seeking a five 
per cent increase,” said Grove, who 
also chairs council’s Financial Plan-
ning Committee, which initially pro-
posed a budget that would require 
a four per cent tax hike. 

Increases are attributed to rising 
staff compensation, election costs 
for November of 2022, a larger 
communications budget and other 
smaller items. 

Council chair Peter Luckham 
pointed out that a number of 
reductions had been made since 
the budget-forming process began 
earlier in the year. 

Trustees such as Paul Brent from 
Saturna Island and Michael Kaile 
from Bowen were particularly 
critical of a practice that saw past 
draws on excess surplus funds keep 
tax increases artificially low. Kaile 
pointed to a Trust staff report that 
said that practice “has been previ-
ously flagged by staff as unsustain-
able.”

“Perversely, I actually support 

putting this budget out to the gen-
eral public. Let them see it and let 
it be damned, as it should be,” said 
Kaile. 

Gambier Island trustee Dan 
Rogers, who is also an Executive 
Committee member, said he con-
sidered the budget to be “very 
responsible,” considering “how the 
activities of the Trust have become 
markedly more complex in the 
last number of years, with climate 
change and reconciliation, and it 
overlooks the fact that a lot of the 
increases have been a response to 
that and often are funded by grants 
as opposed to taxes.” 

He agreed that the Trust could 
not live off its surplus in perpetuity, 
but noted those funds were largely 
leftover requisitions for projects the 
Trust couldn’t deliver on for some 
reason in the past.

Rogers said he would of course 
be open to making changes to the 
budget based on public input.

During a delegation to council 
on Dec. 1, Mairead Boland of Sat-
urna Island pointed out that asking 
for public input in February for a 
budget that will be passed the fol-
lowing month did not make much 
sense. 

Instead, she suggested, trustees 
should use feedback provided in 
a survey from February of 2021 to 
guide their more recent decisions. 
That survey indicated people did 
not want a tax increase.  

“Why not skip the usual budget 
survey and use last year’s results to 
guide you?” she asked.

In other Trust Council news, while 
council agreed to acknowledge the 
housing and workforce crisis that 
exists on some islands when trust-

ees met last week, they fell short of requesting the 
provincial government help create a housing authority 
or similar body.

Trustees Laura Patrick from Salt Spring and Scott 
Colbourne from Gabriola had put forth motions hop-
ing to see their colleagues agree to explore a never-
before-used part of the Islands Trust Act, but a number 
of trustees expressed concerns and instead narrowly 
voted to send the matter to council’s regional planning 
committee for consideration first. 

“It is important that Trust Council has declared that 
a housing equity and workforce shortage crisis exists 
on many of the islands within the Islands Trust Area,” 
said Patrick. “However, I am disappointed that Trust 
Council sent the recommendations that the Province of 
British Columbia develop the necessary mechanisms to 
create, fund, govern and administer an islands housing 
authority-type entity that will develop housing solu-
tions . . . to committee for further consideration.”
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GANGES VILLAGE AREA PLAN TASK 
FORCE CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

We are currently seeking applications for two vacant seats on 
the Ganges Village Area Plan Task Force (the Task Force serves 
as a Special Project Advisory Planning Commission). To ensure 
the diverse perspectives and voices that reflect the diversity of 
the community, women, visible minorities, Indigenous Peoples, 
persons with disabilities, persons of diverse sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression (LGBTQ2S+), and others who may 
contribute to diversity are encouraged to submit their application.
 
If you are passionate about planning the future of Ganges Village 
and believe you have the expertise, and experience to serve on 
the Task Force as described in the Terms of Reference, we invite 
you to submit an application for the Salt Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee’s (SSI LTC) consideration. Please review the Project 
Charter and the Terms of Reference prior to your application, 
please visit our project webpage for the application. https://
islandstrust.bc.ca/ganges-village-area-plan/
 
First review will be held in mid January. Please contact our 
Islands Trust office if you have any questions.
PH: (250) 537-9144
Email: ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

4c x 4.5”

Capital Regional District

Fernwood and Highland Water Service Commission
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Ensuring that public health and safety protocols are followed, a hybrid in-person/virtual meeting
will be held. There will be limited capacity at the venue with a maximum of 10 people in-person,
including members of the Commission and staff.
Pursuant to Bylaw No. 3911 (Fernwood and Highland Water Service Commission Bylaw No. 1, 2015),
residents within the Highland and Fernwood Water Local Service Area are invited to attend:
Fernwood and Highland Water Service Commission Annual General Meeting
Date: Thursday January 13, 2022
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Creekside Meeting Room

108-121 McPhillips Ave, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T5

The electronic Zoom link will be provided on the first page of the agenda package posted to
the CRD website: www.crd.bc.ca four days prior to the meeting.

Committee Membership Opportunity
Pursuant to Bylaw No. 3911, real property owners or residents in the Fernwood and Highland
Water Service Area are invited to nominate themselves or another real property owner or
resident who is prepared to represent the Local Service Area to stand on the committee for a
two (2) year term commencing January 1, 2022.
Total membership on the committee is four plus the Electoral Area Director (three members
resident electors; and one member may be a resident elector of the Salt Spring Island Electoral
Area). There are two positions expiring December 31, 2021.
Nomination Instructions
When submitting your nomination, please include the committee name in the subject line,
your full-name, telephone number and residential address along with the nominee’s full-name,
telephone number and residential address. Nominations may be submitted at the meeting for
members to stand on the committee for the following term.
Bylaw No. 3911 is available for viewing on the CRD website at www.crd.bc.ca
Any questions about this matter should be directed to Shayla Burnham, Committee Clerk,
Salt Spring Island Parks and Recreation: 250.538.4304 or email: sburnham@crd.bc.ca
Personal information collected is in accordance with s.26(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, for the
purpose of administering the Fernwood and Highland Water Service Commission nominations. Personal information submitted
will be kept confidential, and used only for the purpose for which that information was collected.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

Program coordinator urges use 
of official sources and local POD 
program

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

After rainfall deluged Salt Spring Island last 
month, causing flooding and road closures, some 
confusion arose as to where to look for the most 
up-to-date emergency information. 

Salt Spring Island’s emergency coordinator 
Charles Nash told the Driftwood that 9-1-1 is 
always the go-to in case of an emergency hap-
pening in front of us. People should also be 
connected to their local neighbourhood POD pro-
gram, as well as check official sources for infor-

mation, starting with the Salt 
Spring Island Emergency Pro-
gram, DriveBC and Salt Spring’s 
local authority for emergencies, 
the Capital Regional District 
(CRD).

In an emergency, the 9-1-1 dis-
patch service will connect callers 
with the right agency, whether it 
be fire, ambulance or the CRD’s 
emergency program. If phones 
are not working, people should 
contact a POD leader. 

Salt Spring Island’s neighbour-
hood POD program has over 50 
PODs and more than 325 POD 
leaders who distribute informa-
tion from emergency services to 
the residents in each group and 
also relay information back to 
the CRD.

“If there is an emergency, we 
will also either call our POD lead-
ers or email our POD leaders. We 
do have a radio system as well, in 
case communications go down,” 
Nash said. 

PODs get their inspiration 
from orca family groupings of 
the same name, Nash said, who 
are known to be really involved 
with and look after one another. 

Anyone new to this system 
can private message the Salt 
Spring Island Emergency Pro-
gram on Facebook or email 
ssidepc1@crd.bc.ca with their 
street address, to find out which 
POD they belong to and how to 
get connected.

While resiliency training and 
meeting with PODs would nor-
mally be ongoing, Nash said 
those activities have been ham-
pered by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As the property market 
surged during the pandemic, 
many people who moved around 
the island or into the community 
may not be aware of the pro-
gram. 

Nash added that the POD pro-

gram is always looking for peo-
ple to volunteer. For more infor-
mation, contact ssiepc@crd.bc.ca. 

To get general information 
during weather events such as 
the recent rainfall, people should 
check the Salt Spring Island Emer-
gency Program (SSIEP) Facebook 
page as well as head to the CRD’s 
website (crd.bc.ca) and search for 
“emergency management.” For more informa-
tion about how to prepare for an emergency, 
visit www.crd.bc.ca/service/fire-and-emergency-
programs/ssi-emergency-program. 

People can also sign up for emergency alerts for 
their area through the Alertable system. People 
with a smartphone can download the Alertable 
app and those with smart home devices like Alexa 
or Google Home can download the Alertable 
skill. There is also an option to sign up online to 
receive text messages, phone calls or email alerts. 
For more information, visit alertable.ca/signup. 

DriveBC.ca is the definitive authority on roads 
and is updated by the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure (MoTI), yet the website is not 
always completely up-to-date for Salt Spring as 
seen by the recent rainfall event. Nash said the 
SSIEP also provides updates on road openings and 
closures on their Facebook page and through the 
POD network when they get them. 

The agencies and leaders involved in respond-
ing to the Nov. 14 and 15 flooding will be doing 
a debrief, Nash said, to look at lessons learned. 

The weather event, which caused around two 
weeks of road closures and repairs, was also a 
topic of discussion at a Nov. 29 Salt Spring Island 
Transportation Commission (SSITC) meeting. 

Salt Spring CRD director Gary Holman said as 
with many emergencies, communication was 
the most difficult issue. Information was flying 
around Facebook, people were moving barriers 
on closed roads to get through and there was 
other kinds of confusion. 

“The emergency program was doing their best 
to clarify that,” and the debrief will consider com-
munications, he said. 

SSITC chair Gayle Baker said “communication 
wasn’t what it should be,” and suggested the 
topic be included at an upcoming commission 
meeting. 

Commission member Aubrey Smith said the 
recent event showed that Emcon Services, the 
contractor for road repairs on Salt Spring, was 
“under-resourced” and lacked decent detour 
signs and barriers for road closures.

“We need to ask them why that happened and 
what the procedures were, what the action plan 
was, and to make sure that they are resourced in 
the right way at the depot here,” he said. 

“In all the matters that I’ve dealt with with 
Emcon, they are under-resourced. They just don’t 
have the equipment to repair roads properly and 
they certainly don’t have the things that were 
needed the other day,” Smith added. 

Emcon resourcing is something that would need 
to be worked on with the Ministry of Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure, Holman said, adding that 
he will bring up the topic in a meeting with Saan-
ich North and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen and a 
staff member from MoTI in December.

Emergency info outlined

PHOTO BY DAVID PAINE

Isabella Point residents 
stranded by a flooded 
and then damaged road 
watch the water flow 
during major flooding on 
Nov. 15. Questions about 
where to get accurate, 
up-to-date information 
have arisen following the 
event.

CHARLES 
NASHLOCAL NEWS 

MATTERS
SUBSCRIBE. ADVERTISE.
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Capital Regional District

Cedars of Tuam Service Commission
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Ensuring that public health and safety protocols are followed, a hybrid in-person/virtual
meeting will be held. There will be limited capacity at the venue with a maximum of 10
people in-person, including members of the Commission and staff.
Pursuant to Bylaw No. 3055 (Cedars of Tuam Water Service Commission Bylaw No. 1, 2003)
residents within the Cedars of Tuam Local Water Service Area are invited to attend:
Cedars of Tuam Local Water Service Commission Annual General Meeting
Date: Friday, January 14, 2022
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Creekside Meeting Room

108-121 McPhillips Ave, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T5
The electronic Zoom link will be provided on the first page of the agenda package posted
to the CRD website: www.crd.bc.ca four days prior to the meeting.

Committee Membership Opportunity
Pursuant to Bylaw No. 3055, real property owners or residents in the Cedars of Tuam Local
Water Service Area are invited to nominate themselves or another real property owner or
resident who is prepared to represent the Local Service Area to stand on the committee for
a two (2) year term commencing January 1, 2022.
Total membership on the committee is two plus the Electoral Area Director (one member
must be an owner of real property; and one member may be a resident). There are two
positions expiring December 31, 2021.
Nomination Instructions
When submitting your nomination, please include the committee name in the subject line,
your full-name, telephone number and residential address along with the nominee’s full-
name, telephone number and residential address. Nominations may be submitted at the
meeting for members to stand on the committee for the following term.
Bylaw No. 3055 is available for viewing on the CRD website at www.crd.bc.ca
Any questions about this matter should be directed to Shayla Burnham, Committee Clerk,
Salt Spring Island Parks and Recreation: 250.538.4304 or email: sburnham@crd.bc.ca
Personal information collected is in accordance with s.26(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, for
the purpose of administering the Cedars of Tuam Water Services Commission nominations. Personal information submitted
will be kept confidential, and used only for the purpose for which that information was collected.

Cowichan 
Petroleum Sales 

2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw 

winner is...
Forsyth Farm

___________
Give us a call for 

Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps. 1-877-715-1019 

KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

FOREST ECOLOGY 

Fire prevention research ignited
Maxwell Lake watershed 
benefits from grant funds 

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring will soon see groundbreak-
ing research and interventions for fire risk 
and resilience in one of its most important 
watersheds, as a Transition Salt Spring project 
has secured $100,000 in federal funding and 
other support. 

The Maxwell Lake watershed will be 
the site of a collaborative project involving 
researchers from multiple universities, Salt 
Spring Island Fire Rescue, North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District (NSSWD), Salt Spring 
Island Water Preservation Society (SSIWPS) 
and the Salt Spring Island Conservancy (SSIC). 
The project is being funded by a $100,000 
commitment from Environment and Climate 
Change Canada’s EcoAction Fund, $25,000 
from a private donor on the island and work-
in-kind offered by NSSWD.

Ruth Waldick, a research scientist who 
heads up climate action plan implementation 
with Transition Salt Spring, said the project 
will start with experts in fire ecology, forestry 
and biology walking the land of the just over 
one-square-kilometre watershed. They will 
collect qualitative and quantitative informa-
tion from different parts of the watershed, 
creating a database and maps to identify 
ideal areas to receive treatment.  

While the community has done very well 
protecting large swaths of second-growth 
forest around Maxwell Lake, Waldick 
explained that logging on the Gulf Islands 
left behind “legacy fuel loads on the ground 
and forests that were not healthy.” These 
second-growth forests have many trees of 
the same age planted too densely together, 
not thriving, and a lack of healthy vegeta-
tion growing in the understory, the area of 
the forest between the forest floor and the 
canopy. 

A study done over 10 years ago found 
there was extreme fire risk in the watershed, 
due to fuels on the ground. If the forests have 
been functioning as they should, Waldick 
said, ideally these fuels would have decom-
posed and no longer pose a fire risk. Part of 
the project will be a re-assessment of this risk. 

Experts from SFU and UBC, as well as Wash-
ington and Oregon universities where fires 
and heat domes have been affecting their 
forests for longer and with higher intensity, 
will be consulted on various options for treat-
ing the forest to reduce fire risk and build 
resilience. This will also include connecting 
with fire stewards from the WSÁNEC com-
munity, for “insights and advice on how they 
historically and traditionally have used fire to 
manage fuel loads and also to enhance the 
health of these ecological systems,” Waldick 
said.

Treatments could include green fire breaks 
or berms or recovering the understory using 
fencing. 

“We want to identify those areas that look 
like they would be a place where a fire could 
gain ground, and then to identify potential 
treatments that could be done to mitigate 
that,” Waldick said.

The project will be the first research of its 
kind on fire risk and mitigation strategies 
in the Gulf Islands’ unique forest ecosystem, 
and groups from other Gulf Islands will also 
be involved. 

Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems are not 
uniform throughout and the watershed area 
itself contains a lot of biodiversity, as well as 
multiple “ecological communities,” Waldick 
explained. These include Garry oak mead-
ows, forested areas with coastal Douglas-fir 
and other species such as hemlock, arbutus 
forests and areas with western red cedar.

“From our perspective, as a model for this 

project it’s excellent,” Waldick said, as the 
team is able to look at “fuel loads on the 
ground, canopy and subcanopy structure” as 
well as forest health, fire risk and biodiversity 
in multiple ecological communities. The proj-
ect and the treatments cannot be done in a 
one-size-fits-all approach, as each area may 
respond differently to different treatments.  

A large part of the work will be restora-
tion and looking at natural techniques to 
help forests recover. When in a healthy state, 
Waldick explained, forests ward off fire risk 
and also ensure watershed health by, among 
other functions, cooling air temperatures, 
growing naturally fire-resistant plants, help-
ing water infiltrate the ground and replenish 
groundwater supply, warding off landslides 
and flash floods. 

“In order to be resilient . . . in the future, 
we need to restore some of the natural func-
tioning in these systems so that they are not 
going to be vulnerable to fire that could 
enter the forest,” she said. 

Captain Mitchell Sherrin with the fire 
department said human activity is behind the 
vast majority of wildfires on the island, with 
the main causes backyard burns get out of 
control or campfires that are unattended or 
improperly managed. The fire department 
will be involved, Sherrin said, in education 
events and developing educational material 
that could come from this project. 

 “If a forest fire wiped through there, it 
would be a major, major disaster for Salt 
Spring, wiping out at least 40 per cent of our 
water supply for many, many years,” said 
NSSWD trustee Gary Gagné. 

While fire is a natural process in a forest, 
without trees to store rainfall, all of the ash 
and debris left by the fire could get washed 
into the lake during heavy rainfall. The debris 
and warming temperatures would result 
in eutrophication, Waldick explained, and 
potential cyanobacterial, or algal, blooms in 
the lake. 

“It’s a long-term problem,” Gagné 
explained, as the underbrush takes years to 
build up, “and it would really, really dev-
astate this island because we don’t have 
enough water.” 

Right now, everything south of the Coun-
try Grocer complex is supplied by Maxwell 
Lake, he said, and the system is set up to be 
able to feed water out of Maxwell Lake if the 
supply from St. Mary Lake is disrupted but 
not vice versa. 

Transition Salt Spring will turn to the part-
ners who own or protect most of the land 
in the watershed to see which actions can 
be taken. By the end of 2022, Waldick said 
the hope is to have community members — 
arborists, landscapers, foresters — implement 
the treatments. 

The project is part of Transition 
Salt Spring’s overall goal to seek 
out clear, scientifically based actions 
people can take to reduce impacts 
of climate change, Waldick said. 
Information gleaned from the proj-
ect will go out to the community in 
real time, she added, so that people 
can take action on their own prop-
erties where the vast majority of 
Salt Spring’s forests are located. 

 A donation made in the name of your 
special someone triples the impact.

•  You feel great about your choice in giving.
•  Your someone gets a tax receipt and joy in the 

spirit of giving.
•  Those less fortunate access basic services like 

food, shelter and mental health supports that 
they could not otherwise afford.

Salt Spring Island Community Services provides over 
40 services across 10 program areas and nine sites.  

We rely on the generosity of those 
who can give to support those in need. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF CHARITY 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

For more information on how to help, 
call us at (250) 537-9971

Or visit us at 
saltspringcommunityservices.ca
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Ruth Waldick of Transition Salt Spring and North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
trustee Gary Gagné on a walk-about at the Maxwell Lake watershed last week. A fire 
risk and resilience project will soon get underway in the area thanks to an EcoAction 
program grant from the federal government, a major private donation and work-in-
kind from the NSSWD.



Find your
POD
 

N
ot having information 
when you need 
it most can be 
frightening. 

Racing around the internet refreshing mul-
tiple websites and asking your neighbours on 
Facebook for updates can be disconcerting and 
time consuming. Doing all of this while water is 
rushing over roads in a deluge like we saw on 
Nov. 15 is not ideal. 

Luckily, for people living here there is already 
a tried and tested network of Salt Spring 
Islanders organized as the killer whales are 
into neighbourhood PODs. These groups put 
offi cial information out to their neighbours as 
soon as they get it, and relay back up the chain 
what’s happening on the ground. PODs are also 

part of a radio system, 
in case telephone and 
internet communica-
tions go down.  

If fi nding your POD 
inspired by cute orca 
families lulls you into a 
false sense of security, 
you can also remember 
the program as P.O.D. 
“P repare  o r  D ie ,” 
as some community 
members have dubbed 
it. Not much grey area 
there. 

You can connect to 
your neighbourhood POD by private messag-
ing the Salt Spring Island Emergency Program 
(SSIEP) on Facebook or emailing Ssidepc1@crd.
bc.ca with your street address. 

Social media is a great source for unverifi ed 
observations. As an Isabella Point Road resident 
told us during the fl ooding, a local Facebook 
group (SSI Road & Ferry Report) provided infor-
mation and solace as she observed the dramatic 
effect of heavy rainfall in her neighbourhood.

 Yet with multiple observations and opinions 
circling on social media, it is best practice to 
head to an offi cial source fi rst, which for Salt 
Spring is the SSIEP Facebook page and crd.
bc.ca.

 Another emergency information tool is Alert-
able, which you can add to your smartphones 
as an app or to your smart home devices as a 
skill. People can also sign up online for text, call 
or email alerts at alertable.ca. 

As with all emergencies, information was an 
issue during the November rains. So we’ll also 
be eager to hear what comes out of a debrief 
offi cials will be having on the response. 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Getting 
emergency 
information

WE SAY:
Get connected 
before disaster 
strikes

Dangerous rezoning planned
BY MAXINE LEICHTER

Ever wonder why we 
have zoning bylaws? It’s 
an important question. 
The rural character of your 
neighbourhood, the pri-
vacy you enjoy, and per-
haps even the quality and 
quantity of your water 
depend on the number of 
dwellings that are allowed 
per lot.

I recommend you take 
a careful look at what 
is allowed next door to 
you. There could be many 
changes as a result of deci-
sions taken at the Nov. 9 
meeting of the Local Trust 
Committee.

In 2017, then trustees 
suspended enforcement 
of illegal dwellings on 
Salt Spring unless there 
are more than one per 
lot. In 2020, that policy 
was expanded by current 
trustees to cover all ille-
gal dwellings, but only as 
an emergency pandemic 
measure. Now, trustees 
have extended that tem-
porary measure “until 
there are safe, secure, 
appropr iate  hous ing 
options that are afford-
able for all demographics 
and household types in 
perpetuity.”

Exceptions will be made 
if there is a health, safety 
or environmental threat, 
but even then, no action 

will be taken unless some-
one complains. And as 
everyone knows, most 
people are reluctant to 
complain about their 
neighbours because they 
don’t want confl ict.

It has long been a Salt 
Spring tradition to rent 
out questionable, non-
code-compliant structures. 
Several years ago, a local 
realtor wrote a blog that 
included this: “The vast 
majority of suites on Salt 
Spring are illegal suites. I 
personally have been in 
hundreds of them and 
some are nice and some 
are not. Some are dank 
dark fi re traps I would not 
let my dog sleep in.”

One would think that 
a non-code-compliant 
dwelling would auto-
matically be considered a 
safety threat. That is the 
reason we have a build-
ing code. Such buildings 
can be a potential fire 
threat to residents and the 
neighbourhood.

The non-enforcement 
policy can only be changed 
at a local Trust committee 
meeting, which currently 
seems very unlikely. But 
change is still possible if, 
for example, new trustees 

are elected. Unfortunate-
ly, that is not the case with 
zoning changes.

Trustees are now pro-
posing bylaw changes that 
would allow “accessory 
dwellings” such as cottag-
es and in-house suites in 
ALL zones on Salt Spring. 
This is particularly danger-
ous because zoning stays 
with the land and is diffi -
cult to undo. Once people 
have a right to develop, 
they don’t want it taken 
away. And we don’t yet 
know how many “acces-
sory dwellings” will be 
allowed in each zone.

Just imagine what could 
end up next door to you 
when this zoning change 
is coupled with the non-
enforcement policy. Write 
to our local trustees and 
let them know that such 
a change of zoning is 
unacceptable, especially 
on an island with limited 
resources and services, and 
where rural character is 
supposed to be protected.

Yes, we need affordable 
housing, but it must be 
safe and it must comply 
with our offi cial commu-
nity plan. This can be pro-
vided by zoning for more 
purpose-built subsidized 
housing, like the 100 plus 
we already have and many 
more being planned.
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OPINION
“It’s a nightmare and it’s going to be a 

disaster if something isn’t done.”
DEBBI TOOLE, ON NORTH END ROAD SAFETY ISSUES

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED:
Are you happy with the 
ferry service right now?

DALTON WOOLCOCK

Recently I 
was almost 
left behind 
because the 
ferry left early, 
but other 
than that the 
service is fairly 
good.

ANDREA HOWELL
We’re homebod-
ies and don’t 
take the ferry 
much. We live on 
the road to the 
Vesuvius ferry 
and my only 
ferry-related 
complaint is that 
the road is get-
ting busier again 
with ferry traffic.

JIM GARRETT

We need 
a bigger 
capacity on 
the Vesuvius 
ferry. Not only 
in summer but 
year-round. 

GILLIAN MCCONNELL
The Queen of 
Cumberland takes 
longer to load, so 
it’s consistently 
half an hour late. 
I understand that 
ferries needs 
maintenance, so 
maybe they can 
adjust the time 
table to make 
planning easier?

JOHN HOBBS

The ferry in 
Vesuvius is 
always backed 
up nowadays. 
We need a 
bigger ferry, 
or two smaller 
ones. 

Punished
Kudos to the Lady Minto 

Hospital Foundation (LMHF)  
for stepping up to accomplish 
two important goals for the Salt 
Spring community by bidding 
on the Seabreeze Inne.

The foundation waited to 
make an offer  until the year-
long attempt by Salt Spring 
Community Services to partner 
with BC Housing to purchase the 
property had failed. 

By moving quickly, the foun-
dation forestalled the proper-
ty being gobbled up by com-
mercial interests that certainly 
would have turned the inne 
into more tourist accommoda-
tions. Instead, if all goes well, 
the foundation will be taking 
huge strides towards filling criti-
cal hospital staffing vacancies 
by providing the critical housing 
piece that currently is missing. 

Yet in this “no good deed goes 
unpunished” world, the fingers 

of blame for the displacement of 
the current low-income and at-
risk denizens of the Seabreeze 
appear to be pointed squarely at 
LMHF. This makes no sense in the 
real world.

Surely it is Salt Spring Commu-
nity Services’ actual job to find 
housing for these folks and they 
have had quite a bit of time to 
formulate Game Plan B should 
their desired Seabreeze pur-
chase not materialize. It feels a 
bit like gaslighting to me to now 
cast shade on the swift, deci-
sive and community-supporting 
actions of the LMHF. 

Unfortunately, it is the Salt 
Spring way is it not, that tenants, 
often long-term ones, get evict-
ed by homeowners exercising 
their right to sell their proper-
ties. This frequent tenant disrup-
tion is rarely pretty but should 
surprise absolutely no one. 

In this case, it is frustrating 
that neither BC Housing nor 
Salt Spring Community Services 

have formulated a concrete plan 
for what’s next for the current 
Seabreeze dwellers being dis-
placed through no fault of their 
own. This freight train has been 
bearing down on Community 
Services for quite some time, so 
it seems only fair for them to 
shoulder the weight of the crash 
and clean up the mess.

The fact is that the Lady Minto 
Hospital Foundation is on track 
to score a significant win for 
health-care services and medical 
housing on our island, especially 
important in the age of COVID. 
If the purchase is finalized after 
due diligence is done, I cannot 
be the only senior rooting loudly 
for LMHF to succeed.

ANNE PALMER,
SALT SPRING

People too
The Dec. 1 Driftwood con-

tained a Viewpoint and a letter 

that were negative about the 
possibility of a project named 
The Vortex being built on the 
site of the old Fulford Inn.

Of course both writers 
neglected to mention that there 
has been an establishment on 
that exact spot since before 1900 
and, prior to its final demoli-
tion in 2015, the Fulford Inn 
had been a popular gathering 
place for locals and others who 
came to enjoy the food, the 
welcoming atmosphere and the 
live music. Certainly the estuary 
needs protection, that’s a given, 
but 120 years of businesses oper-
ating on that property must also 
be considered. 

Salt Spring is not only about 
the environment, it’s also about 
the people who live and contrib-
ute here. Surely a compromise is 
possible and much needed.

MARK PERRY,
SALT SPRING 

BY D.G. COURTNEY
For those of us that use Route 6 between 

Vesuvius Bay to Crofton on a regular basis, 
and the residents of Chaplin Street in Crof-
ton, the answer is unequivocal: there is insuf-
ficient capacity. 

A recent letter from BC Ferries (BCF) Cus-
tomer Relations on behalf of CEO Mark Col-
lins stated that BCF did not expect rider-
ship to recover for the next two to three 
years because of the effects of the pandemic 
on business. The letter also stated that they 
anticipate that the MV Quinsam (vehicle 
capacity 63), which will be redeployed from 
the Nanaimo to Gabriola Island route in the 
spring of 2022 to Route 6, will serve capac-
ity demand adequately until 2035 when the 
ship’s useful service life is complete at approx-
imately 55 years of age. 

The above two comments by BCF manage-
ment are patently unreasonable given the 
current state of ridership on Route 6. 

Actual BCF data repudiates their own com-
ments. From July through October of this 
year ridership is up close to 19 per cent from 
the same period in 2019. There was a definite 
uptick in ridership in June when residents 
began to travel once again and visiting tour-
ists returned. The current building boom has 
kept all our suppliers and trades busy going 
back and forth. The Bowen Queen with a 
capacity of 63 vehicles experienced overloads 
on a regular basis. One to two-sailing waits 
with vehicles lined up on Chaplin Street to 
the turn-off onto Crofton Road were not 
uncommon. On the Vesuvius Bay side were 
one to two-sailing waits with traffic backed 
up to Sunset Drive. Generally in the summer 
months, Mondays and Thursdays are colos-
sal vehicle gridlock nightmares. Just ask one 
of our BCF terminal marshallers who take 
the constant verbal abuse over the under-
capacity situation. They are doing their best 
with the tools provided. 

I think everyone who is familiar 
with and uses Route 6 on a regular basis 
appreciated last week’s “Community fed 
up with Quinitsa” Driftwood piece. Hats 
off to ferry advisory committee chair Har-
old Swierenga and chamber of com-

merce president Darryl Martin for disclosing 
some of the Route 6 issues. The current situa-
tion is intolerable on Route 6. 

I have a proposed solution for Route 6. 
Take the MV Quinsam and MV Quinitsa and 
run them on the hour from each terminal. 
With a turn-around time of approximately 30 
min at each terminal, this service should rival 
the on-time performance of the British and 
German rail services. 

In so doing you provide immediate relief 
to ferry traffic gridlock at both ferry termi-
nals. However, the silver lining might be that  
Fulford ferry traffic will be mitigated by north 
end residents choosing to use the Vesuvius 
Bay terminal rather than Fulford to access 
southern Vancouver Island. Having to be at 
the Fulford terminal one hour and 15 min-
utes prior to be assured of travel, after driving 
30 minutes from the north end, would make 
it an easy call for most. The return of showing 
up 30 minutes prior to the scheduled time at 
Vesuvius Bay terminal without a sailing wait 
would be a distinct possibility with two ships 
running. The Town of Crofton will potentially 
have Chaplin Street returned as a thorough-
fare instead of being used as a parking lot 
for BCF. It’s a win-win situation for all three 
terminals by mitigating traffic congestion 
and relief to all residents who live near a ferry 
terminal. With the new Cowichan hospital 
opening in 2026 and a 10-minute drive from 
the Crofton terminal, ridership will only con-
tinue to grow for this and the other ameni-
ties the Big Island has to offer. It’s interesting 
to note that ridership on the Fulford ferry 
is down by .06 per cent from July through 
October of 2021 compared to the same time 
frame in 2019. The migration to travel from 
the Vesuvius Bay terminal seems to have 
begun already. If anyone would like to repu-
diate my data, just ask one of our dump 
truck operators on your next crossing on how 
much productive time they lose to ferry waits 
on a daily basis. Darryl Martin alluded to this 
in his comments last week. 

For those who come from a contrar-
ian point view and say that this would be 
extremely costly for BCF, here are a couple of 
little known facts: 

• Route 6 Vesuvius Bay – Crofton is the 
most cost-effective route in the inter-island 
system, subsidized at only $205 per capita 
per year. (All smaller routes within the ferry 
system are subsidized.)

• Route 19 Nanaimo – Gabriola is subsi-
dized at $1,220 per capita per year. But here’s 
the thing: Route 19 is receiving two new 
Island Class eco-ferries, which will incur termi-
nal upgrades for the spring of 2022, provid-
ing a two-ferry service for Gabriola residents. 
Each ferry cost approximately $50 million.

Equally interesting, the distance on both 
Routes 6 and 19 is three miles and Gabriola 
residents pay approximately $9.50 less per 
crossing. Hmm, it’s either good negotiating 
skills or karma on behalf of the elected offi-
cials in both Nanaimo and on Gabriola Island. 
Hats off to them.

Now if you’re still feeling a little contrar-
ian about an upgraded two-vessel service on 
Route 6, using two fully depreciated 40-year-
old vessels, consider this: 

• Route 5 – Southern Gulf Islands Route 
is subsidized at $4,910 per capita per year.  
Route 5 is slated to receive the latest Salish 
Class vessel — the Salish Heron — in the 
spring of 2023. The Salish Heron, capacity 138 
vehicles, cost $95 million. Another hmmm? 
However, BCF CEO Mark Collins advises the 
Southern Gulf Islands residents that sailing 
waits will be a thing of the past. Hats off to 
our friends and families over there as well, 
well done! 

I believe the way forward is to campaign 
BC Ferries for a two-vessel service on Route 6. 

Email BCF CEO Mark Collins – mark.col-
lins@bcferries.com and cc to CRD director 
Gary Holman - ssidirector@crd.bc.ca with a 
subject line of “The Fix For Route 6.” 

The main body of the text should politely 
request a two-ferry service on Route 6 for 
the spring of 2022 to end traffic gridlock at 
Vesuvius Bay, Crofton and Fulford Harbour 
terminals. Thank you! (Please keep your com-
ments civil). 

Two-vessel service a suggested fix for Route 6
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Consequences to choice
In response to Daniel Leonard’s “Gay man compares two 

forms of discrimination” piece in last week’s Driftwood, as 
far as I know, the state of homosexuality is not a choice. 
Those who are homosexual don’t choose to be homosexual; 
they have no choice. Antivaxxers, on the other hand, choose 
not to vaccinate. Hence, this is an entirely false comparison. 

All choices have consequences. Accept yours. 
With regard to the writer’s comment “What society do 

we have if we coerce people into having medical proce-
dures they do not want?” Oh please! Having your tonsils cut 
out or kidney removed is a medical procedure. A vaccina-
tion is not a medical procedure. And even if you defi ned it 
to be such, there’s a long history of such mandatory “medi-
cal procedures” that have benefitted human society in 
incalculable ways: Billions of people can thank vaccinations 
against polio, diphtheria, smallpox, cholera, etc. for being 
alive and well today. 

MIKE CHIN,
SALT SPRING

Roses
A huge bunch of roses to the caring 

people who helped me after my fall 
on Nov. 25. So much compassion was 
shown in helping me with my injuries 
and calling the ambulance right away. 
It was there immediately with two 
wonderful attendants. My care in 
the hospital was also the best. Things 
could have been so much worse. Salt 
Spring has again shown us why we live 
here. Mary Fraser

A rose to all property owners who 
keep their culverts clear. In case you 
didn’t know, it is your responsibility to 
keep culverts unclogged.  

I send 2,021 poppies to Legion 
president Tom Woods and his team for 
planning and delivering a memorable 
Remembrance Day ceremony on a 
rainy COVID Nov. 11. Ken Lee

I would like to thank Emcon for 
the well-timed road maintenance of 
cleaning out of many of the ditches 
that parallel our main roads before the 
heavy rain fell. It made a difference.  
Jean Gelwicks

A big bouquet of red roses to our 
ambulance crew who swept the street 
in front of the ambulance station to 
remove the rubble left by the big 
storm fl ooding the ditches.

A fragrance of flowers for 
the Country Grocer, its van and 
especially its driver for her patience, 
organization and good will in 
taking van loads of Meadowbrook 
passengers to ArtSpring and other 
events around the island. We 
otherwise would not likely be out at 
night! Jean Elder

A huge bouquet of roses to the 
Salt Spring Island Foundation. Their 
generous funding allowed us to 
install 13 laptops and a laptop safe 
into a Social Studies classroom at GISS 
with the goal of supporting student 
learning. Rachel FitzZaland  

Roses to the kind and lovely person, 
or persons, who put gravel on the 
path between Sunnyside and South 
Ridge. Thank you for keeping us safe! 
Marlyn Horsdal

+ ROSES
MORE LETTERS
continued from 7
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Salt Spring inn 250-537-9339

IT’S
BACK! BURGER & A PINT

All day MondayARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

Capital Regional District

Arts & Culture

Grant Deadline
If your non-profit arts organization has an idea for a
project, series or program, it may be eligible for Projects,
Series and Extended Programming Grant funding.
Apply by January 13, 2022 at 4:30 pm

Learn more:
Online info session: Thursday January 6, 2022 at 12 noon
CRD Arts & Culture Support Services
250.360.3215 | artsdevelopment@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/arts

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood 
for local businesses and organizations to publicize charitable 
donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.

CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933

G U L F  I S L A N D S

From left, Salt Spring Rotary Club 
members John Walker and Richard 
Hannah present Salt Spring Island 
Community Services executive 
director Rob Grant with a cheque 
for $12,600, representing proceeds 
from Rotary’s Fabric Frenzy 
fundraising sale held Oct. 22-24. 
Funds will be used for local youth 
mental health programs.

ARTSPRING

Howard Jang takes helm of island arts centre
Salt Spring Island 
resident brings 
extensive and 
varied background 
to ArtSpring 
leadership position

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING 
The board of the Island 

Arts Centre Society is very 
happy to announce the 
appointment of Salt Spring 
Island resident Howard Jang 
as ArtSpring’s next executive 
and artistic director (EAD). 

Jang is a senior arts and 
cultural leader with over 30 
years’ experience running 
large arts organizations in 
Canada. He will assume this 
position in early January 
2022, taking over from cur-

rent executive and artistic 
director Cicela Månsson. 

Society president Wal-
ter Stewart notes that the 
search for a new EAD attract-
ed applications from across 
North America and Europe. 

“We were bound that we 
were looking for the best 
candidate regardless of that 
candidate’s location. It was a 
real joy to discover that the 
best candidate was right in 
our midst, having moved to 
Salt Spring a little more than 
a year ago. Howard brings an 
extensive and varied back-
ground in arts and arts facil-
ity management with a real 
commitment to the place of 
the arts in the community. 
He has an extraordinary net-
work in the arts right across 
Canada and beyond, which 
will benefit ArtSpring and its 
service to Salt Spring Island. 

One person we talked to 
said, ‘Anywhere in the arts 
in Canada, the name Howard 
Jang is gold.’” 

Jang started his career in 
New York City before moving 
back to Vancouver in 1989, 
first as orchestra manager 
of the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra, and then execu-
tive director of Ballet BC. Fur-
ther executive directorships 
followed at the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra, and 
Arts Club Theatre Vancouver. 
More recently Jang has been 
director of Simon Fraser Uni-
versity Goldcorp Centre for 
the Arts, and vice president 
arts and leadership at the 
Banff Centre. 

“I am thrilled to be join-
ing ArtSpring as their next 
executive and artistic direc-
tor, and to build upon the 
tremendous foundational 

and organizational work 
of Cicela Månsson,” said 
Jang. “When my wife Alex-
andra and I moved to Salt 
Spring last summer, we were 
attracted to the breadth 
of the artistic and creative 
community and intuitively 
felt that ArtSpring would 
be a home for us. I am look-
ing forward to be work-
ing with such a committed 
team and board of directors, 
and excited to be given this 
opportunity to contribute to 
such a vibrant organization 
inspired by place.” 

The board and staff look 
forward to working with 
Jang in the post-pandemic 
renewal of ArtSpring’s ser-
vice to the community, and 
in driving that service to new 
levels of support for artistic 
expression on Salt Spring 
Island. 

CONCERT PREVIEW 

Salt Spring Singers ‘rise again’ on stage
Lifting people’s 
spirits part of choir’s 
motivation

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

ArtSpring promises to be a 
place of overflowing joy this 
weekend when the Salt Spring 
Singers choir presents its first 
concert in two years. 

Called We Rise Again, the 
program will be a mix of sea-
sonal tunes, some inspirational 
pieces and two that honour 
those who have lost their lives 
due to COVID-19. 

The concert runs Saturday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day afternoon at 2 p.m. All 
ticket purchases are in advance 
through ArtSpring.  

A s  c h o i r  d i r e c t o r  D o n 
Conley’s program message 
explains, “After two years of 
deprivation, we gather again 
to celebrate our joy of music 
and its healing effect. Singing 
is truly a balm for our times 
that has the capacity to heal 
and reinforce the interior 
beauty that lies in the core of 
every individual. Choral sing-
ing brings unity of soul and 
heart and reminds us of our 
deeper true nature.” 

The Dec. 11-12 performances 
will appropriately open with 
the We Rise Again title song 
by Leon Dubinsky, followed 
by We Are the World, written 
by Michael Jackson and Lio-

nel Ritchie for 
the 1985 Live 
Aid multi-artist 
concert  that 
ra i sed  funds 
for Ethiopian 
famine relief. 

B e a u t i f u l 
pieces called 
T h e  G r o u n d 

by Ola Gjeilo and In Remem-
brance by Jeffery L. Ames will 
acknowledge the human losses 
of the pandemic, and the audi-
ence will join in for an in-the-
round song called Love is Love. 

Seasonal music includes the 
first movement of John Rut-
ter’s Gloria, four Spanish car-
ols, an old French carol, Sir 
Christèmas, Jingle Bells, Christ-
mas Angel, the comedic Twelve 
Days of Christmas Confusion 
and the Hallelujah, Amen from 
Handel’s Judas Maccabaeus.

In addition to enjoying sing-
ing together again, Conley 
said choir members look for-
ward to being of service to the 
community.

“I think the choir and myself 
believe this is something we 
can do to lift people up at this 
time, so this is a motivator,” 
he said. “A lot of people have 
been isolated and haven’t 
been out much, so this is an 
opportunity to come out and 
experience something that’s 
live safely.”

Conley said precautions will 
ensure the event is a safe one. 
Both choir and audience mem-
bers will wear masks and be 

distanced. Audience capacity is still at 50 per 
cent at ArtSpring this month, and all patrons 
must show proof of double vaccination. 

“All choir members are double vaccinated and 
some have had boosters,” said Conley.

Due to COVID the choir is both smaller than 
it was and has also been rehearsing a bit differ-
ently: in two smaller groups and distanced.

“We had to retrain in how to hear the rest of 
the choir when we are distanced.” 

Conley said his singers have risen to the chal-
lenge and achieved a beautiful sound.

“They are doing a fantastic job,” he said. 
Deb Smith is the choir’s assistant conductor 

and James Yee is the accompanist. 

PHOTO COURTESY  ARTSPRING

Howard Jang, the new artistic and executive 
director of ArtSpring.

DON 
CONLEY



10 |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2021  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

SEE WEEKLY  HOROSCOPE ON DRIFTWOOD WEBSITE - 
GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Employment Employment Employment

Services

Barbara ‘Bo’ Phelan (nee Southern) 
July 22, 1928~Dec. 1, 2021

Barbara ‘Bo’ Phelan (nee Southern) born on July 22, 1928 in 
Peterborough Ontario, has died in her 93rd year in Victoria, B.C.

Bo started life as a country girl and, although she travelled far and 
wide internationally and lived in various cities including Montreal and 
Toronto, Bo’s most enduring love was for life in the countryside, ideally in 
a cottage beside the water, surrounded by dogs and beauty.

Bo found this dream location on Salt Spring Island BC where she spent 
the last 30 years of retirement with her husband of 68 years, Daniel ‘Dan’ 
Phelan as well as with her grown children, Tracey, Jamie, Darragh and 
Maureen. Much like Bo herself, some of these were also smitten with the 
beauty of this coastal region and have put down roots here as well.

Bo enjoyed active early years as a graduate of the University of Toronto 
and she particularly relished her time at CBC in the early ‘50’s before her 
life as a wife and mother began in earnest in 1954 when she married Dan 
while he � nished his studies at Cornell University in Scranton NY. Busy, 
busy years followed, full of the joys and sorrows of family life, beginning 
with the loss of a � rst daughter, Mary Julia, who did not survive.

Shortly thereafter the four other children were born and Bo and Dan 
were swept up in all that family life entails: home making and career 
pursuits, and, later in life, lovely winters skiing in Ontario and playing 
tennis, and swimming on Sanibel Island, Fla. These passions continued 
for Bo well into her 70’s and 80’s as did her love of making family meals 
and taking long walks in nature.

Over the last 24 years on the island, Bo especially cherished visits with 
her only grandchild, Conor Phelan Barry, son of Jamie and Mark Barry. 
And most recently, Bo received a visit from her only nephew on her side 
of the family, the only son of her only sister Joan Kie� er (nee Southern), 
the Rev. Charles ‘Chuck’ Kie� er of Phoenix, Arizona.

Bo was also part of the large extended West Coast Phelan clan and had 
life-long friendships with Dan’s brother, Peter Patrick Phelan of Vancouver 
and his sister, Darralyn Bonnor of Victoria as well as their children, Bo’s 
many nieces and nephews, on the Phelan side of the family.

Bo’s family would especially like to acknowledge Dr. Ron Reznick, 
Bo’s faithful physician of thirty years and Jean, who listened so patiently 
whenever Bo called the o�  ce. More recently, both Sandi Muller of 
Heritage Place and Darlene Carpenter Valcourt of Salt Spring Island, 
have also shared their friendship with Bo and have given her loving care. 
Finally a special thank you to the sta�  at Parkwood Court, Victoria, BC, 
where Bo spent the � nal months of her life in comfort and peace.

A celebration of Bo’s life is planned for sometime in May 2022, in 
Toronto, Ontario where Bo’s ashes will be laid to rest with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. JJ Southern, at Mount Hope Cemetery, Toronto Ontario. 
Please contact Hayward Funeral Services on Salt Spring for more details 
by emailing Contact@haywardsfuneral.com or Bo’s only son, Darragh by 
emailing Darragh.p@sympatico.ca

Martin Glenn 
Woodley

Glenn passed away peacefully the 
morning of November 23rd at the 
Royal Jubilee Hospital in Victoria. He 
is survived by his wife of 62 years 
Linda, son David (Christina), daughters 
Deborah (Bill), Barbara (Gregg) & 
Glenda (Paul), and his 12 grandchildren.

Glenn lived an outstandingly full life, making the most 
of everyday. Born in Port Alberni, BC and later moving to 
Chemainus, where he excelled in sports as an all-star athlete, 
winning provincial titles in basketball and baseball. Later in 
life he coached basketball and Little League Baseball. When he 
wasn’t on the court or the diamond he was in the boxing ring, 
winning a Golden Gloves title at 14. 

And then there was golf at his beloved Salt Spring Island Golf 
Club. Glenn became a club member in 1966; he was a player, 
tournament volunteer, Junior Golf supporter, coach, ambassador, 
Grounds Committee and House Committee member, Men’s 
Captain, Club President, and a proud Popo as he’d take time to get 
all of the grandkids out on the course at every opportunity. He 
loved to travel for golf and teeing it up at Scotland’s St. Andrews 
Old Course was a life long highlight.  He loved History and made 
sure his travels always included visits to meccas of the past. 

It was all fun but not all games. Glenn worked just as hard 
at academics as he did in sport. He graduated from UVic’s 
Education Faculty and immediately took a position as Principal 
at Saturna Island Elementary school. Along with starting his 
career came starting his family of four children before moving to 
Salt Spring Island in 1964, a move that truly sparked his nearly 
40 year teaching career starting with a teaching position at Salt 
Spring Elementary. While teaching, Glenn earned his Masters of 
Education in Administration from UVic and enjoyed principalships 
at all 3 Salt Spring Elementary Schools. It was not uncommon for 
many a past student to stop Glenn in town to thank him for his 
direction and caring during their early school years. 

He worked passionately to strengthen Salt Spring’s community. 
He sat on the Board of the SSI Foundation, was Chairman of SSI 
Parks and Recreation for 15 years where, under his leadership and 
the dedication of fellow islanders like Hal Leighton and Roy Lee, 
the Commission developed the Fulford playing � eld for soccer, 
baseball and softball, the Little League diamond in Ganges, 
Portlock Park for soccer, tennis, softball and track and � eld and 
the commission took over Mahon Hall for the arts.

With never a minute wasted, teaching, coaching, & countless 
committee & community meetings he still made time to create 
a farm with his wife in the Cranberry Valley.  Land clearing and 
swamp draining brought hay � elds and acreage for beef cattle 
and a barn for pigs, not to mention his very own rustic driving 
range. But his vegetable garden was something to behold. Glenn 
was passionate about his garden and his toiling paid dividends. 
His corn and hay were award winners at the Fall Fair and he loved 
to boast over a late summer dinner that “everything on your plate 
is right o�  of this farm”. 

Spanning 82 years, Glenn was an athlete, an academic, a 
farmer, and a community builder respected by many. He was a 
kind-hearted man with a gift of honesty, integrity and fairness.

During the last 6 years Glenn quietly dealt with Parkinson’s, 
but never missed his Yoga with Celeste, PD Movement with Anna 
and training sessions with Leslie.  He faced his challenges bravely 
only to � nd himself being eased out of the game but Glenn was 
never the guy you’d want to see benched.

Memorial service will be held at the Community Gospel Church, 
147 Vesuvius Bay Rd. On Wednesday, December 15 at 2:00 pm.  

In lieu of � owers, please consider a donation in Glenn’s name 
to the SSI Foundation.

Masks and proof of double vaccination 
are required.

Richard Gray 
Johns

June 19, 1928 -  Nov. 28, 2021

An Anglican Priest, enthusiast 
of classical music, the symphony, 
local stage and New York City 
Broadway productions. Richard 
also loved power boating, great 
wine and travelling the world 
with his children and late wife, ‘partner in adventure’, 
Yvonne. 

Yvonne met Richard 65 years ago when she was a 
parishioner at his fi rst Church as ‘Priest in Charge’ 
in California. Together they spent years with their 
4 children as Richard fulfi lled a calling to parishes in 
Nicaragua and Guatemala; the most wonderful years 
for them both as they grew to love the Latin American 
culture and especially its people.

The family then moved to Manhattan where Richard 
spent 8 years at the head offi ce of the Episcopal Church, 
until he and Yvonne moved to Toronto to what would 
end up being 30 years at Church House as Director of 
Personnel for the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Richard and Yvonne loved their weekends at Lake 
Simcoe navigating the Ontario Locks, and their greatest 
joy .. .  becoming Canadian Citizens.

After retirement, the familiarity of the West Coast, 
Salt Spring Island and All Saints by-the-Sea in Ganges 
was where they knew they wanted to call HOME. 
Boating … a home with ocean views, wonderful 
friendships, seafood, visits from friends, grown 
children, grand children, and great grand children 
became the main stay until Yvonne passed away and 
Richard moved to Vancouver to be closer to family.  

Sadly, Richard has left us after a year in long term 
care in West Vancouver, but those who knew him well 
will remember his extraordinary ability as a ‘story teller’, 
sharing  funny and heartfelt stories of people and travels 
from his ‘life well lived’.

A memorial service for Richard’s Celebration of Life 
will be held at Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver, 
April 2, 2022 10:30am-1:00pm.

Obituaries Obituaries Obituaries ObituariesObituaries Obituaries

In Memoriam In Memoriam
Margaret Mem.

CAT FOOD DRIVE  

Visit us at www.SaltSpringCat.com

help us stock our 
cupboards

In partnership 
with Foxglove 
Farm & Garden 

Supply
see shop 

for more details

Coming Events Coming Events

Visit Motorize.ca to
buy, sell, or trade your EV. 
Located in Sidney and View Royal

Auto Dealers Auto Dealers

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? 

Unemployed? Need 
Money? We Lend! 

If you own your own home - 
you qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Computer Services

Concrete & Placing

Drafting & Design

Senior Assisted 
Living

$3,250/MONTH
1 Bedroom + Den

 SENIOR Independent Living, 
privately owned condo 

on 4th fl oor in The GARDENS 
Qualicum Beach. 

Elevator & wheelchair 
accessible. Full kitchen, 

parking stall, 24hr security.
250-951-5415.

241 Fulford-Ganges Road
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com

G U L F  I S L A N D S

We are on the lookout for a community-loving, well-organized 
people person to take on the position of OFFICE MANAGER 

at the Driftwood. For full position details contact 
njohnson@driftwoodgimedia.com or call 250.537.9933

Join Our Team

Storage

GET RESULTS! Post a classifi ed in 
92 newspapers in just a few clicks. 
Reach almost 2 million people for 
only $395 a week for 25-word text 
ad or $995 for small display ad. 
Choose your province or all across 
Canada. Best value. Save over 85% 
compared to booking individually. 
www.bccommunitynews.com/
advertise or 1-866-669-9222.



Ganges, Mouat’s Centre
7:30am to 9pm  /  Customer Service 250-537-1522
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ISLAND LIFE

Wed. Dec. 8
 ACTIVITIES

EV Group Holiday 
Gathering. For EV owners 
and seriously interested 
folks. Mateada Cocktail 
Restaurant in the Creek 
House complex. 5 to 8 p.m.

Thur. Dec. 9
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic and Jam. At the 
Legion. 7 p.m. 
(Preceded by 
the Seafood 
Draw at 5 
p.m.) 

Fri. Dec. 10
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Buck Dodgers String Band. 
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.
Doug and the Buds. At 
the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 
(Preceded by the Meat 
Draw at 5 p.m.) 

Fri. Dec. 10
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Film Festival. 
Fulford Hall at 4 p.m. 
for the fi rst fi lm. See 
saltspringfi lmfestival.com 
for all the details.
Hackergal Day: Women in 
Technology Panel. Meet 
and ask live questions 
to an inspiring online 
panel of women who 
are breaking down 
stereotypes in technology. 
Geared for ages 12 to 
20. Library Program 
Room. 10 to 10:45 a.m. 
Contact atrepanier@
saltspringlibrary.com to 
register or to receive a link 
to attend from home.
Amnesty International 
“Write for Rights” Event.
Write letters to support and 
free unjustly imprisoned 
people around the globe. 
At the library. 3 to 5 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 11
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Singers: We 
Rise Again. Seasonal 
concert at ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m. (Advance tickets only.) 
Mike and Margo. At 
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 11 p.m.
Pride Karaoke. Sing solo, 
a duet, a group, or just 
cheer everyone on! At the 
Legion. Doors at 7 p.m. for 
a 7:30 p.m. start. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Film Festival. 
See Friday listing.

 ONLINE

Majik Kids - Magical Stories 
for Magical Kids! World-
wide Listening Party & Book 
Launch. Salt Spring-based 
children’s book publishing 
company releases fi rst six 
stories via www.majikkids.
com. 9 to 10:30 a.m.  

Sun. Dec. 12
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Singers: We 
Rise Again. See Saturday 
listing, except the concert 
time is 2 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Film Festival. 
See Friday listing.
ART can HELP Event. In-
person part of a sale of 
artwork by Julia Lucich and 
a fundraiser for Food Banks 
Canada and Canadian Red 
Cross, with two-thirds of 
the price of the piece going 
to charity. Lions Hall. 2 to 8 
p.m. View artwork online 
at www.julialucichart.com/
art-can-help/
Mon. Dec. 13
 ACTIVITIES

ART can HELP Event. See 
Sunday listing. 
Salt Spring Island Fire 
Protection District Trustees 
Meeting. At the Ganges 
fi re hall. 6:30 p.m.

Tue. Dec. 14
 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee. Regular 
business meeting at Lions 
Hall. 9:30 a.m. Town hall 
at 12 noon. 

 VIA ZOOM

Poetry Evening: From 
Darkness to Light — 
Nurturing the Urge to 
Create. A collective of 
aspiring poets on Salt 
Spring will lead an 
evening of shared poetry 
with an invitation to 
participants to also share 
poems dear to their hearts 
or sprung from their pens. 
7 to 8:30 p.m. Register at 
staroftheseassi@gmail.com 
for the Zoom link.

Wed. Dec. 15
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISS Music Presents: 
Arcadia. Featuring 
students from the guitar 
class, composition class, 
GISPA music and the GISS 
jazz combo. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

 VIA ZOOM

Check Mates Teen Chess 
Club. A Salt Spring 
Public Library event via 
Zoom where ages 12-18 
play world-class chess 
instructors. 6 to 7 p.m. 
Contact atrepanier@
saltspringlibrary.com for 
the Zoom link.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone 
to download, 
instructions below.

  THE FRITZ CINEMA

Belfast shows Friday, Dec. 10 through Tuesday, 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. nightly, plus a 3 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday. COVID-19 protocols in place.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Artcraft Winter, a showcase of work by 
more than 100 Gulf Islands artists, runs at 
Mahon Hall until Dec. 22, plus artwork by 
Artists From the Fringe and a youth arts 
group in the annex room. 
• Gallery 8 presents its annual Christmas 
Show of Small Works upstairs in the gallery 
in Grace Point Square through Dec. 31. 

GISS Music Presents: Arcadia
Concert at ArtSpring

Wednesday & Thursday, Dec. 15-16, 7:30 p.m. 

Advance tickets only through ArtSpring.

124 McPhillips Ave , Salt Spring

Tel: 250-537-4542

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:00
Saturday: 9:30 - 3:00
westlandinsurance.ca 

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES
140 FULFORD-GANGES RD. 

250-537-5882
Mon.-Sat. 10am ish - 5pm ish

Set of 4 
French Onion 
Soup Bowls

50% OFF
Reg Price $34.95 

SALE ENDS SOON!

FUNDRAISER 

Crash victim needs support
GoFundMe page 
helps Rudy Hexter

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Community members are ral-
lying around a Salt Spring Island 
man in critical condition after a 
crash involving his electric motor-
bike and a vehicle. 

Rudy Hexter was fl own by heli-
copter to hospital in Victoria after 
the Nov. 29 head-on collision, a 
GoFundMe online fundraiser stat-
ed. A local writer, carpenter and 
teacher of breathwork, medita-
tion and qigong, Hexter is in criti-
cal condition and is preparing for 
further surgeries amid fears that 
he may lose his right leg. 

The near fatal accident resulted 
in Hexter sustaining a fracture in 
his left shoulder and severe dam-
age to his right leg, the fundrais-
ing page stated. His shoulder has 
been repaired through surgery, 
with three months of rehabilita-

tion time ahead. Doctors are look-
ing at options for the damage to 
his leg, which includes broken and 
missing bones and a broken knee 
joint. This could entail at least fi ve 
to six reconstructive surgeries or 
amputation. 

A Dec. 6 update on the fund-
raising page stated that Hexter’s 
haemoglobin is slowly stabilizing 

after he lost blood at the accident 
scene. 

“Our beloved Rudy faces a long 
road of recovery,” the fundraiser 
stated, including surgery and reha-
bilitation for the next year or more 
or possibly learning to “live and 
adapt to life without his right leg.” 
The fundraiser, which has so far 
raised $44,616 of a $50,000 goal, 
will help with costs of medical 
treatments, temporary accommo-
dations, renovations to make Hex-
ter’s home accessible, paying for 
caregiver support and help with 
income. The expenses will likely 
be far higher than the fundraising 
goal, organizers wrote. 

“Rudy is an incredible shining 
light in our community - all who 
know him, love him,” the fund-
raiser stated. “His huge warm gen-
erous heart and beautiful warrior 
spirit inspire and uplift everyone 
around him. Now is the time to 
show him we are by his side in 
this time of great adversity and 
healing.”  

CHRISTMAS

Santa needs
toy donations
Collection boxes in 
island stores

This year’s Santa’s Workshop 
program has seen high demand, 
and donations are now needed 
to ensure enough gifts can be 
provided to island children at 
Christmas time.

Workshop head elf Wendy 
Eggertson said new and lightly 
used, clean toys for children up 
to age 12 can be donated at 
collection boxes at West of the 
Moon, Mouat’s Home Hardware, 
Pharmasave and Country Grocer. 
Boxes will be on site until Dec. 16. 

Cash donations are also 
appreciated so that new gifts 
and gift certificates can be 
purchased. People should contact 
Eggertson at weggertson@shaw.
ca or 250-537-2658 regarding cash 
donations.

PHOTO COURTESY GOFUNDME

Crash victim Rudy Hexter in 
hospital in Victoria.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Ceramic artist Denys James holds an 
open studio on Saturdays, Dec. 11 and 18 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 182 Welbury Drive. 
Phone 250-538-7001 to arrange a visit on 
other days and times.
• ART can HELP sale of work by Julia 
Lucich to benefi t Food Banks Canada 
and the Canadian Red Cross. Online at 
julialucichart.com/art-can-help/ through 
December, plus an event at the Lions Hall 
on Dec. 12 and 13. (See listing above.) 
• Heather Webb has artwork at Dragonfl y 
Art Supplies this month. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Avril Kirby shows photographic works 
from her Conversations With Thomas 
series in the library program room 
through December. 
• Salt Spring Painters’ Guild member 
Marian Hargrove exhibits watercolour 
works in the Country Grocer café through 
December. 
• Salt Spring Island Printmakers present 
Foot Stomping Prints in the ArtSpring 
lobby until Dec. 16, on Tuesdays through 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. only.
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expert ADVICE CALL 250-537-9933
TO BE A PART OF THIS POPULAR FEATURE!

DEC 1 & 2

Real Estate

JAN 
MACPHERSON

During this holiday season we are reminded of how 
blessed we are to live on this island, in this province and 
in this country.

To my clients, friends and colleagues in real estate, 
I continue to enjoy and appreciate working with you 
especially during these times of immense change.

In 2022 it is my hope that our sense of world community 
deepens and that we can work together to find creative 
solutions to address the many challenges ahead.

Peace, Good Will, Prosperity, 
And Above All Good Health To All !

A Time For 
Thanks

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 2 0

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(BC) - GOLD AWARD 2020 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

Marketing

The results of a new survey by the 
Toronto-based public relations fi rm Kaiser 
& Partners, Inc. has found that Canadians resoundingly view 
established news outlets as the best source for reliable news and 
information when compared to social media platforms.

Overall, the survey shows that 39 per cent of Canadians indicated 
that they consider some sources of information to be less credible 
today, compared to pre-pandemic. By far, the outlets taking the 
biggest hit are crowdsourced news platforms and social media.

Content from social media in general is reported as the least 
credible (73 per cent of Canadians), followed by information 
conveyed by others in platforms such as Reddit and Quora (45 
per cent). When broken down by age, more than three quarters 
of Canadians aged 55 and older fi nd social media less trustworthy 
as a result of the pandemic than those between the ages of 35 
and 54 (74 per cent) and those between 18 and 34 (66 per cent).

SOURCE: News Media Canada

Trust matters: Canadians 
turn to news outlets for 
information they need to know

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Road,

Salt Spring Island
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

NANCY JOHNSON
PUBLISHER

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

REVERSE BELOW>

250-537-9933  •  241 Fulford-Ganges Road
gul� slandsdriftwood.com 

njohnson@driftwoodgimedia.com

Please note that the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood o   ce 

will be closed at noon on Fri Dec 24 
and all day Mon Dec 27, 

and will reopen 9am - 4pm 
on Tuesday, Dec 28.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES FOR 
THE GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Wednesday Dec 29 edition 
will be as follows:

WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 22, NOON

Advertising 
Deadline Change

G U L F  I S L A N D S

CLIMATE ACTION

How do we cope with the challenges we face?
Transition Salt Spring 
activities recapped 

BY DARLENE GAGE
TRANSITION SALT SPRING
There is something changing in the air. Can 
you feel it?

Rain, heat, smoke.
Fear, division, loss.
It can be overwhelming to experience so 

much change and upheaval in such a short 
period of time. 

As humans, we are hard-wired to seek out 
security, and that seems to be in short supply 
these days.

We all need some hope that things will 

get better, that we will manage, that we can 
adapt to the changes and even thrive (despite 
or because of them).

Want to know how to reconnect to hope?
Get busy with people you like. 
Volunteer your time.
Give money to causes you believe in.
Share your anxieties with people you trust.
Connect with your neighbours. 
Lower your consumption on the daily.
Walk or bike when you can. In a forest. By 

the sea.
Use your voice to push our leaders to wake 

up and smell yee olde coffee. 
Learn from those who’ve come before, and 

those whose voices you’ve not heard before.
It’s like exercise, this muscle called ‘hope’. It 

needs to be used time and again to get stron-
ger. 

As the Talmud counsels us, “Do not be 
daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief. 
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, 
now. You are not obligated to complete the 
work, but neither are you free to abandon it.“ 

Over here on the climate action end of the 
work, Transition Salt Spring has been super 
busy this past year pushing to make sure that 
some of the most important of the 250 recom-
mendations from our Climate Action Plan are 
implemented. 

While we are the only group on Salt Spring 
Island fully dedicated to addressing the cli-
mate crisis, this work can only be done by 
working with others. We believe that it’s only 
in collective action that we can actually hope 
to see results in the time we have left to 
address the climate crisis. 

And it’s not always easy -- this working 
together. We disagree, we get hurt and we 
hurt each other. We get tired. We lose hope. 
Then, we try again. We apologize, we rest, we 
care for each other. And we get busy again. 
And our hearts are fi lled.

“How busy?” you ask.
Well, through our Climate Action Coach 

Program we’ve helped over 700 residents 
(in two short months!) access rebates and 
information about home renovations to save 
energy and money and reduce emissions. 
Everything from heat pumps and insulation, 
to rainwater collection and windows.  And in 
the new year, with incentives to upgrade that 
old wood stove!

Transition Salt Spring is delivering regular 
webinars to help us all understand what the 
coming climate change impacts will be and 
what it will all mean for us right here at home. 
This past year alone has seen 10 webinars 
attended by close to 1,000 people. We make 
sure there are ongoing social and print media 
and community outreach tables and materials 
to accelerate our learning.

Transition is working to restore ecosystems 
like our new Lake Maxwell watershed project 
that will help us protect this precious source 
of water from deepening drought and the 
increasing risk of forest fi res. We will share 
what we learn with every community in the 
region that supports Coastal Douglas-fi r for-
ests. 

Transition Salt Spring facilitates the Climate 
Action Network that brings local agencies and 
experts together to set climate priorities, learn 
and collaborate on new projects. The Lake 
Maxwell project is the fi rst to spring from this 
collaboration.

We also support six working groups like 
the Electric Vehicle Group, the Rainbow Road 
Community Gardens, and the Native Plant 
Stewardship Group. You can start your own 
group any time. And we are here to help. 

Transition is working hard to put climate 
change at the top of the agenda with actions 
like the Climate Strike Rally and through our 
advocacy, pushing local and provincial offi cials 
to act with much-needed urgency.

But we can’t do this alone. Come join us, 
won’t you? Volunteer, donate, learn. We 
invite you to get busy with us.

Transition Salt Spring has embarked on 
our annual giving campaign. Our Decem-
ber target is to raise $25,000 to keep up this 
important work. There’s no better time since a 
generous island donor is matching every dol-
lar you give until Jan. 2, 2022.

And new this year is our ‘Give the Gift of 
Local Climate Action’ program where you 
can donate on behalf of a friend or family 
member.  Choose that option and we will send 
them a card to let them know how much you 
care about them and their future. 

As the year comes to a close, and we fi nd 
time for some refl ection, I urge each of you 
to choose hope. Choose action. Choose com-
munity.

On behalf of all of us at Transition Salt 
Spring, you have our deep gratitude.

One Cool Island is a regular series produced 
by Transition Salt Spring. Darlene Gage is the 
TSS programs manager and a local leader in 
the fi eld of restorative justice. To support our 
work and learn more: transitionsaltspring.
com.  
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Holiday Story 
Writing Contest

• All Gulf Islands students in 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged on quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in 
the Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written 
on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
241 Fulford-Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com.

• For more information, 250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 

participation level are eligible to win 
a donation of $100 made on behalf of 
the class to the charity of their choice! 

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 10th.  
Win a Salt Spring Books gift certificate
for a story of up to 500 words about the 
Holiday Season.

Write a story of 500 
words or less whose 
topic relates to the 
Holiday season.
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