
Joni Ganderton

  Protect
      your 
 WEALTH

BMO Nesbitt Burns

537-1654

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

BEDDIS 
ROAD 

GARAGE
Repairs to all 

makes & models
181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

Your Community Newspaper Since 1960  •   gulfislandsdriftwood.com  •   250.537.9933

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Lower Ganges Road was closed to traffi c between 
Atkins and Booth Canal roads for over an hour on 
Friday afternoon while island emergency service 
providers attended to a crash that sent one driver to 
hospital off-island.

According to Salt Spring RCMP,  the crash involved 
a female moped driver travelling north toward Cen-
tral who crossed the centre line into oncoming traf-
fi c and then collided with a pick-up truck that was 
travelling south. 

“The rider of the moped was visiting Salt Spring 
Island with her family from Alberta. She was airlifted 
to Victoria with serious but non-life-threatening inju-
ries,” said RCMP Sgt. Clive Seabrook.

Salt Spring Fire Rescue Capt. Mitchell Sherrin 
reported the fi re department was called out around 
1:30 p.m. Members assisted at the crash site and with 
traffi c control, while another team prepared Portlock 
Park as a landing site for the air ambulance.

Portlock Park was used as the landing area because 
the helipad at Lady Minto Hospital is under renova-
tion until at least Aug. 30, Sherrin explained. 

In addition to Salt Spring Fire Rescue and RCMP, 
BC Ambulance paramedics and personnel from road 
maintenance contractor Emcon Services were also on 
scene. 

In other police news this week, RCMP are recom-
mending charges against a Salt Spring man who 
brandished a replica handgun in Ganges on Thursday.

Seabrook said RCMP received a report of two men 
arguing on the Centennial Wharf on Aug. 19. Wit-
nesses reported seeing one of the men retrieve what 
appeared to be a handgun and point it at the other 
man.

“Thanks to a witness who quickly called 911 and 
provided a detailed description of the suspect, Salt 
Spring RCMP located the male suspect a short dis-
tance from the dock,” Seabrook reported. “The sus-
pect was taken into custody without incident; neither 
of the two males were injured.” 
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PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

MUSHROOM BOWL: Chris Spencer holds a bowl containing the huge fungus he 
found at the base of a plum tree in the Ganges hill area last week. Two local fungi experts 
— Juli Mallett and Linda Quiring — believe it to be a Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus 
sulphureus) specimen. They also stressed that no mushrooms should be eaten without a 
person having personal confi dence in an identifi cation.  
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The suspect was searched and a rep-
lica pellet handgun was seized. Charg-
es of uttering threats and possession 
of a weapon for a dangerous purpose 
are being recommended. The suspect 
is due to appear in Ganges Provincial 
Court on Nov. 19.

Salt Spring Fire Rescue also had a 
busy week with 25 calls for service just 
from Wednesday to Sunday. Included 
in the list were two brush fires that 
appeared to have been intentionally 
set and were discovered at different 
points in the early hours of Aug. 18.

The first fire was located in some 
grass and brambles in the 100 block 
of McPhillips Avenue around 1:20 a.m. 
Another fire involved a stump on the 
roadside of the 200 block of Fulford-
Ganges Road, reported around 5 a.m. 

“Capt. Cody Hunsberger was the 
commanding officer on scene and said 
both fires looked very suspicious to 
him,” Sherrin reported, adding the 

incidents are under investigation. 
Sa l t  Spr ing F i re  Rescue a l so 

received a call from a Galiano resi-
dent who thought they spotted a 
fire on Salt Spring on Thursday. It 
turned out to be smoke from the 

wildfire on Mount Hayes near Lady-
smith. On Sunday afternoon, the 
B.C. Wildfire Service changed the 
status of that fire from “out of con-
trol” to “held,” but 73 hectares (180 
acres) had already been burned.
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Brought to you courtesy 
of the 

Murakami family

Lovely Hermione is a 
very sweet 13 year old 
girl who is seeking her 
retirement furrever home.  
Visit spca.bc.ca to fi ll out 
our online interest form.
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at Fulford Harbour
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AUG/SEPT 2021 PST (UTC-8h)
When using Daylight Saving Time, one hour must be added to the predicted time in the table
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HOSPITAL 

ER campaign needs more funds

Foundation excited about community 
support shown to date

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

Lady Minto Hospital Foundation members are thrilled 
with community response to the emergency depart-
ment campaign so far, but need the donations to keep 
on flowing in order to meet their target. 

Some $1.3 million has been raised since the Strength-
en Our Lifeline community fundraising campaign was 
launched on June 23, with $700,000 still required to 
meet the $2-million goal. 

LMHF executive director Roberta Martell said it’s 
been an incredible experience to go through the mail 
that comes in every day. 

“When you open the envelopes there can be $50, 
there can be $50,000; they can be lifelong donors, and 
lots of people are first-time donors, writing their sto-
ries about how important the emergency department 
has been to them and how it’s impacted their family, 
and they are giving what they can, whether it’s $50, 

$500 or $50,000. It’s impressive.”
Carol Biely, campaign committee chair, agrees that 

it’s “very humbling. It’s a wonderful feeling that we 
are doing something the community really really cares 
about to get us to this point so quickly. It really shows 
the commitment to the hospital and the love of the 
hospital in the community.”

The heartfelt stories accompanying many donations 
has been an unexpected facet of the campaign.

“It is really giving people an outlet for their grati-
tude and I think that is really important,” said Biely.

A number of donations have also been received from 
people in other communities who have been treated at 
Lady Minto Hospital. 

“It’s amazing to see the love not only from Salt 
Spring but from other communities,” said Martell. 

With all funds hopefully secured by Thanksgiving, 
the $10.4-million, 420-square-metre (4,500-square-
foot) project will be put out to tender by mid-October. 

LMHF chair Dave Taylor said the detailed design 
process is now complete and everything is right on 
schedule. 

“I think our projection of shovels in the ground early 
in the new year is a good one,” he said. 

Construction time is an estimated 15 months. 
The foundation has committed to providing $7.4 mil-

lion of the total cost, with the Capital Regional Hous-
ing District adding $3 million. 

The new department will double the number of 
acute and primary care patients that can be treated 
at one time, will have a mental health and substance 
use treatment room, medication area, dedicated triage 
desk, ambulance bay, accessible washrooms, decon-
tamination site and a larger patient and family waiting 
area. 

Biely stresses how everyone wants to improve the 
working conditions for the much-valued hospital staff 
by providing the new facility. 

“I don’t know how they manage when they have 
two or three people on gurneys coming in,” she said. 
“And a lot of the stories I hear are about the need for 
privacy. The staff are so good and respectful about that 
but there is only so much they can do in that space. We 
need to support the staff.”  

People can donate online, via etransfer, with cheques 
sent by mail, do share donations or give cash. All dona-
tions over $20 receive tax receipts. 

The website for more details is ladymintofoundation.
com and the office phone number is 250-538-4845.

Thermometer-image signs will be in place around 
the community to report on progress towards the 
$10.4-million goal. 

“We just want to say, ‘Help us over the top, every-
body!” said Biely. 

ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE CHANGE

Please note that the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood o�  ce

will be closed on 
Monday, Sept. 6 - Labour Day 

and will reopen 9am - 4pm
on Tuesday, September 7.

........................
Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood 

Wednesday Sept. 8
edition will be as follows:

Advertising deadline: 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 12 noon

G U L F  I S L A N D S

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Road

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com • gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Holding a sign showing progress of the fundraising campaign for 
the new emergency department at Lady Minto Hospital are, from 
left, Lady Minto Hospital Foundation (LMHF) chair Dave Taylor, 
campaign chair Carol Biely and LMHF executive director Roberta 
Martell. Some $700,000 must still be raised to reach the LMHF 
goal.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Salt Spring Fire Rescue Capt. Mitchell Sherrin, centre, helps sweep glass off the road 
following a serious collision between a moped and a truck that occurred on Lower 
Ganges Road near Booth Canal Road Friday afternoon. 

RCMP and fire service see busy week
EMERGENCY
continued from 1
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Real Estate

JAN 
MACPHERSON

Set Your Priorities – BEFORE you 
view homes and while you are thinking 
intellectually and not responding emotionally.

Determine Your Price Range – Speak with a mortgage broker 
or lender and have yourself “prequalified” so that your mortgage 
limit is predetermined. Establish what your down payment is (who 
is assisting you, or when the down payment will be “liquid”).

 Find A Realtor To Represent You - Most buyers just “happen” 
to connect with a realtor who has a house listed that they are 
inquiring about. The listing realtor will often refer to another 
realtor. Savvy buyers will seek the opinion of their lawyer, 
mortgage broker or others and determine whom they would like 
to represent them in obtaining what is likely the largest asset in 
their lives. Experience and strategic negotiation skills are great 
attributes. This is the person who will provide guidance as to 
offer price and subject conditions to protect ...

YOUR BEST INTERESTS.

What Should Buyers Do 
BEFORE Viewing Homes?

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 2 0

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(BC) - GOLD AWARD 2020 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

Marketing

When business revenue streams are choked by 
circumstances like the coronavirus pandemic, it 
can be tempting to sacrifi ce the marketing budget. 
Cutting back on advertising is not the best strategy, 
however.

Businesses that maintain visibility through tough 
times will thrive when compared to competitors 
that remain silent and give up their share of voice. 
Revenue growth for businesses that advertise has 
been found to occur in the short term, defi nitely, 
but even more so in the long term.

Don’t pull back on 
advertising

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Road,

Salt Spring Island
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

NANCY JOHNSON
PUBLISHER
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REVERSE BELOW>

NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee is 
waiving the public hearing for proposed Bylaw No. 271, cited as “Galiano 
Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 1, 2019”. The public 
hearing is being waived under the authority granted in Section 467 of the 
Local Government Act that states that a local government may waive the 
holding of a public hearing on a proposed bylaw if an O�cial Community 
Plan is in effect for the area that is subject to a proposed zoning bylaw, and 
the proposed bylaw is consistent with the Plan. Upon adoption, Bylaw No. 
271 will be consistent with the O�cial Community Plan for Galiano Island. 

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will consider further readings 
to the bylaw at its electronic business meeting scheduled at 12:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021. 

Proposed Bylaw No. 271 – The purpose of the proposed bylaw is to amend 
the zoning classi�cation of the subject property from Village Residential 
1 (VR1) to Retail Commercial 1 (C1). The proposed change in zoning is  
consistent with the current O�cial Community Plan (OCP) land use 
designation of ‘Community Facility/Commercial’  for the subject property. 

A staff report is available on the Galiano Island Islands Trust application 
webpage: 
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/galiano/current-applications/ 

The location of the subject properties is shown on the following sketch map. 

ISLANDS TRUST GALIANO ISLAND 
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF WAIVER OF PUBLIC HEARING

A copy of the proposed bylaw may be inspected at the Islands Trust O�ce, 
#200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, 
commencing August 23, 2021, and up to and including September 7, 2021. 

The proposed bylaw can be viewed at 
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/galiano/current-applications/ 

Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to the Islands Trust 
O�ce, Brad Smith, Island Planner, at (250) 405-5194 or, for Toll Free access, 
request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in 
BC 1-800-663-7867.

Jas Chonk, Deputy Secretary

 
 

ISLANDS TRUST 
GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF WAIVER OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee is waiving the public hearing for proposed 
Bylaw No. 271, cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 1, 2019”. The public 
hearing is being waived under the authority granted in Section 467 of the Local Government Act that states that a 
local government may waive the holding of a public hearing on a proposed bylaw if an Official Community Plan is in 
effect for the area that is subject to a proposed zoning bylaw, and the proposed bylaw is consistent with the Plan. 
Upon adoption, Bylaw No. 271 will be consistent with the Official Community Plan for Galiano Island. 

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will consider further readings to the bylaw at its electronic business 
meeting scheduled at 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 7, 2021. 
 
Proposed Bylaw No. 271 – The purpose of the proposed bylaw is to amend the zoning classification of the 
subject property from Village Residential 1 (VR1) to Retail Commercial 1 (C1). The proposed change in zoning is 
consistent with the current Official Community Plan (OCP) land use designation of ‘Community 
Facility/Commercial’ for the subject property. 
 
A staff report is available on the Galiano Island Islands Trust application webpage: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-
planning/galiano/current-applications/ 
 
The location of the subject properties is shown on the following sketch map. 
 

 
 

A copy of the proposed bylaw may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, 
commencing August 23, 2021, and up to and including September 7, 2021. 

The proposed bylaw can be viewed at https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/galiano/current-applications/ 

Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to the Islands Trust Office, Brad Smith, Island Planner, at 
(250) 405-5194 or, for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in 
BC 1-800-663-7867. 

 
Jas Chonk, Deputy Secretary 
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CRIME

RCMP reports busy quarter
More than 700 incidents 

responded to 

The second quarter of 2021, April 1 to June 30, was a 
steady period for Salt Spring Island RCMP with 728 calls 
for police response and investigation.

The types of reports included, among others, 123 
mental health calls, 112 traffic-related calls, 12 firearms 
calls, seven sexual offence investigations and 20 COVID 
complaints. There were 439 foot patrols conducted and 
97 bar walks done over this 91-day period. In total, SSI 
RCMP have now responded to over 1,400 calls since the 
beginning of 2021.

In the month of April 2021, there was a 200 per cent 
increase in traffic collisions when compared with April 
2020, a 33 per cent increase over April 2019 and a 140 per 
cent increase over April 2018. In May 2021, motor vehicle 
collisions increased 50 per cent from 2020 and over 125 
per cent from 2019. Single-vehicle collisions, multi-vehicle 
collisions and collisions involving pedestrians with injuries 
were all responded to during this quarter.

Calls included the following:

April 2021
• SSI RCMP were advised of a boat taking on water 

in Sansum Narrows with adults and a child on board; 
the boat made it to shore prior to fully sinking with no 
injuries.

• SSI RCMP assisted the BC Coroner’s Service on mul-
tiple investigations during April and throughout the 
quarter.

• After arresting a female for mischief and damage 
to downtown property, the female was subsequently 
arrested again weeks later for threatening a SSI RCMP 
member.

• Police responded to a downtown business where 
the owners and staff refused to wear masks in contra-
diction to current provincial guidelines. Education was 
given and a discussion was had regarding businesses 
operating legally on SSI.

• Police responded to multiple acts of graffiti in the 
downtown core; the investigation is continuing.

• SSI RCMP responded to a report of an intoxicated 
male at a downtown business. Because of the level of 
the male’s intoxication, he was transported by ambu-
lance to hospital for assessment and treatment.

• Police were advised of a local resident who gave 
out credit card numbers to a phone scammer and sub-
sequently had money withdrawn from their account. 
RCMP are reminding residents to not give out their 
credit card numbers, SIN card information, etc. over the 
phone to people alleging to be from Revenue Canada.

• Police were advised of a boat adrift in Ganges Har-
bour, without power, with multiple people on board; 
Coast Guard and RCMP attended on separate vessels 
and the boat was towed back to land.

May 2021
• SSI RCMP received a report of a male coming to 

SSI on the ferry with outstanding provincial warrants; 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic was screened and the 
incoming ferry was searched by police. It was deter-
mined that a wrongful ID of the male occurred and the 
male was still somewhere on Vancouver Island.

• Police responded to a report of a male who broke 
a downtown business window with a skateboard; the 
male was found, arrested and charges recommended 
to Crown.

• A drug investigation resulted in the laying of charg-
es against a couple supplying drugs to minors.  

• Police assisted with multiple missing persons investi-
gations throughout this quarter.

• SSI RCMP were advised of a positive COVID test of a 
person who had just returned to SSI after being out of 
country; the importance of quarantining and avoiding 
people was discussed, and the person agreed to quar-
antine for the required two weeks on SSI.

• A theft of produce from a local farm stand was 
reported to police; safety practices and surveillance was 
discussed.

• Police assisted the BC Sheriff’s office with the issu-
ing of documents for family court.

• Police received a report of a male going to a house 
on Salt Spring to “exact payment.” Police intercepted 
the male and arrested him; the male has since left Salt 
Spring Island.

• SSI RCMP responded to a male who threatened to 
kill himself; the male was transported to hospital for 
assessment.

• SSI RCMP are investigating the deliberate sinking of 
a 42-foot boat in Ganges Harbour by an act of mischief; 
charges under the Criminal Code and the Shipping Act 
are being recommended to Crown.

• Duncan RCMP requested assistance locating a miss-
ing male; the male was found living in Ganges Harbour 
by SSI RCMP.

• A female was arrested by SSI RCMP after an SSI 
investigation into an alleged online request for the 
abduction of a child; the woman offered to pay $20,000 
for a child’s abduction.

• Police were advised of a van parked outside a 
downtown business with the van’s residents using a 
bucket for human feces; the bucket was kept outside 
the van and passers-by could see the residents using the 
bucket for their toiletry needs. Police discussed other 
toiletry options with the residents and the van was 
encouraged to move along.

• A male who threatened to kill himself was appre-
hended by police and taken to hospital for assessment.

June 2021
• After a two-year investigation by SSI RCMP into an 

incident involving child pornography and exploitation 
that occurred on SSI, a male in the U.K. was arrested 
and charged this month.

• Police assisted with the removal of a child from the 
home of an intoxicated parent who was not able to 
provide the necessities of life for the child.

• SSI RCMP mediated an altercation between feud-
ing neighbours.

• Police were advised of a set of car keys stolen from 
an unlocked, windows-down vehicle in downtown 
Ganges.

• Police responded to a male waving a knife in Cen-
tennial Park; the male was arrested and the eight-inch 
knife was taken from him. The male has since left SSI.

• SSI RCMP removed a burning garbage can 
from near the propane tanks in Ganges Alley; the 
fire department extinguished the fire and then 
together with police extinguished a second fire on 
the nearby beach. 

• In the past quarter, SSI RCMP responded to 112 
traffic-related incidents, including erratic driving, vari-
ous parking complaints, impaired drivers and speed-
ing. Multiple charges for impaired driving by alcohol 
and drugs were issued. SSI roadblocks are increasing 
in frequency and impaired drivers are being caught, 
including two impaired drivers caught within the first 
seven minutes of a roadblock being set up during the 
last week of June. 
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It’s Back to School Time!
Tuesday, September 7th

School District 64 (Gulf Islands) is excited to be welcoming students back to school and a return full-time
to regular, in-class instruction.

Opening Day Only: Tuesday, September 7th will be early dismissal (regular school start time, dismissing 
at lunch). Full day classes begin Wednesday, September 8th.

Schools will be open for student registration and inquiries from August 30th to September 2nd, 2021.
(Gulf Islands Secondary School and Saltspring Island Middle School open August 23rd.)

School Principal Office Hours Phone #
Fernwood Elementary School (K-6) Michael Berendt 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-537-9332

Fulford Community School (K-6) Marie Mullen 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-653-9223

Galiano Community School (K-8) Brenda Lepine 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 250-539-2261

Gulf Islands Secondary School (8-12) Lyall Ruehlen 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-537-9944
and Phoenix Place Alternate Program

Mayne Elem. Jr. Sec. School (K-8) Amy Dearden 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 250-539-2371

Pender Islands School (K-12) Adrian Pendergast 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-629-3711

Phoenix Elementary School (K-8) Dan Sparanese 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 250-537-1156

Saltspring Island Middle School (7) Judy Smith 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-537-1159

Salt Spring Elementary School (K-6) Shelly Johnson 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 250-537-9928

Saturna Elementary/SEEC (K-5 / 10-12) Adrian Pendergast apendergast@sd64.org 250-539-2472

Kindergarten: A child must be five years of age by December 31st, 2021 to enter Kindergarten this year.  
Please provide your child’s Birth Certificate and BC Care Card at the time of registration.  Parents will be 
contacted by the school with arrangements for your child’s entry date into the Kindergarten program.

StrongStart BC Programs (ELF): StrongStart Early Learning programs will be welcoming families 
again this year. Please check in with the school in your community for more information.

Student Transportation: School bus and student water taxi route information is available on the SD64 
website at sd64.bc.ca/transportation. Facilities and Transportation administration will be available August 
23rd to September 3rd for student transportation registration and inquiries (250-537-5723 or 
transportation@sd64.org).

HUMAN RIGHTS

Inquiry to investigate pandemic’s hate boom
Public participation model to 
be announced

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

British Columbia’s Human Rights 
Commissioner Kasari Govender has 
announced her first public human rights 
inquiry will examine the disturbing surge 
of hate in the pandemic. 

According to  last  Wednesday’s 
announcement, the Office of the B.C. 
Human Rights Commissioner has been 
monitoring hate incidents as part of its 
core strategic priority work on hate and 
white supremacy. Since early 2020, there 
has been a significant increase in report-
ed hate-related incidents in B.C.

“It is critical for all of us to be better 
prepared to prevent and respond to 
hate during global health, economic and 
social crises to protect our human rights 
during turbulent times,” Govender said. 

The increase in incidents of hate 
directed at Asian people throughout 
British Columbia has also been noticed 
on Salt Spring, as reported by the 
Driftwood in June. Groups working to 
raise awareness of racism on the island 
include the Japanese Garden Society 

and the BIPOC Community Collective 
(BIPOCCC). Members of both groups are 
encouraged by the announcement, but 
see a lot of work ahead to change sys-
temic inequities and the cultural biases 
they are based on. 

“This initiative is a very small step in 
the right direction, but the pandemic 
highlighted significant systemic ineq-
uities and I would like to see resourc-
es directed to resolving those,” said 
Shamana Ali, who is a member of the 
BIPOCCC board. “Violence is also perpet-
uated when health, housing, safety and 
societal needs are unserved in communi-
ties which provide the cheap labour that 
this system requires to function.”

Japanese Garden Society director 
Rumiko Kanesaka also believes the 
inquiry is an important step in a larger 
process.  

“I think it’s a good thing. I don’t want 
it to be just another case of talking and 
researching and not doing anything 
after that,” Kanesaka said. 

Both BIPOCCC and the Japanese Gar-
den Society (JGS) have focused on educa-
tion as a key area to address. BIPOCCC 
members have been working with the 
Gulf Islands School District to create poli-
cy for dealing with incidents of racism at 

schools and are advocating for changes 
to the curriculum and to teacher training. 
JGS has hosted discussion forums with 
BIPOCCC guest speakers and has strived 
to bring Salt Spring’s own problematic 
history to light regarding the internment 
of Japanese Canadians during the Second 
World War.

Kanesaka said future plans involve 
creating a safe space and support system 
on the island for those who are directly 
affected by hate before creating more 
resources for the wider community. She 
hopes people from non-marginalized 
groups seek out their own education.

“People who haven’t done their work 
often don’t realize where they’re behav-
ing from. Doing their work would be 
really great,” she said. 

The Office of the B.C. Human Rights 
Commissioner said the intent of the 
inquiry is to examine hate in all its 
forms: “not only racism and racial hate, 
but also hate directed at groups protect-
ed under B.C.’s Human Rights Code. For 
example, hate perpetuated on the basis 
of religion, gender identity, disability, 
Indigeneity, sexual orientation, poverty 
or homelessness.”

The inquiry will take the form of a 
year-long investigation. At the close, the 

commissioner will release a final report 
with recommendations to address, pre-
vent and manage outbreaks of hate 
during times of social upheaval now and 
in future. The inquiry can establish facts 
but cannot make legal findings of guilt 
or liability or compel governments to 
accept the recommendations.

Due to the challenging nature of the 
inquiry topic, the office said it will not 
hold open public hearings. Instead, staff 
will solicit expert and public testimony 
virtually to protect privacy and embed 
trauma informed practices. The office 
will inform the public on how they can 
participate in the inquiry later this fall 
once the submission period formally 
opens. 

“Many of us are uncomfortable 
acknowledging hate because we want 
to think of our country as a peaceful, 
respectful place. The truth is that hate 
is here, and it is growing,” Govender 
said. “Fear and ignorance underlie much 
of the rise of hate and white suprem-
acy in B.C. Combatting hate in all its 
forms requires addressing fear, systemic 
inequality and ignorance through an 
evidence-based approach to change.” 

For more information, see the com-
mioner’s website at bchumanrights.ca.

COVID-19

Vaccine requirements set
Gulf Islands case 
numbers increase

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

People in British Columbia will 
have to provide proof of at least 
one COVID-19 immunization shot to 
attend concerts, sports events and 
other indoor activities beginning 
Sept. 13. 

B.C. Premier John Horgan and 
provincial health officer Dr. Bonnie 
Henry announced the new measure 
Monday, along with a warning the 
final phase of the province’s reopen-
ing plan is unlikely to go ahead on 
Sept. 7 as hoped. Full vaccination 
with two doses received at least 
seven days earlier will be required to 
attend non-discretionary events and 
services as of Oct. 24. 

“Vaccines are our ticket to put-
ting this pandemic behind us,” 
Horgan said during Monday’s press 
conference. “So I call on all eligible 
unvaccinated British Columbians 
to roll up their sleeves to stop the 
spread, and help protect them-
selves, their loved ones and the 
people in their community. British 
Columbia has one of the strongest 
vaccination rates in Canada with 
75 per cent of eligible people now 
fully vaccinated, but there is still 
more work to do.”

The new provincial health order 
will affect a broad range of social 
and recreational events and busi-
nesses including indoor ticketed 
sporting events, theatres, concert 
halls and movie theatres, indoor 
and patio dining in restaurants, fit-
ness centres, casinos and nightclubs 
and indoor organized events like 
conferences and weddings. Faith-
based gatherings are not included, 

and neither are retail businesses or 
health services. 

The vaccine requirement is set to 
continue through to Jan. 31, 2022, 
and is subject to possible extension. 

The announcement comes as 
cases continue to increase across 
the province, which is experienc-
ing a “fourth wave” fuelled by the 
Delta variant and largely affecting 
unvaccinated people. 

“Most of the cases we’re seeing 
are unvaccinated people between 
the ages of 20 and 40,” Henry said 
Monday. 

Data collected by the BC Centre 
for Disease Control for the week of 
Aug. 8 to 14 showed four positive 
cases on the Southern Gulf Islands 
after many weeks with zero cases 
reported. Salt Spring’s second-dose 
vaccination rate stood at 71 per 
cent of eligible people age 12 and 
up as of Aug. 19, compared to 75 
per cent across the province. The 
first-dose rate on Salt Spring was 78 
per cent compared to 83 per cent 
across B.C.

Children under the age of 12 
are not yet eligible for vaccination. 
Henry said they will be permitted to 
attend the proscribed events if they 
are accompanied by adults who are 
vaccinated. 

British Columbians will be able to 
access their digital proof of vaccina-
tion through a secure weblink that 
will be provided before Sept. 13, 
and will be able to save a copy on 
their phones to show at designated 
businesses and events. Those who 
don’t have phones will be provid-
ed with another secure alternative 
option, Henry said.

The officials said details on COVID-
19 safety requirements for K-12 and 
post-secondary schools will be pro-
vided sometime this week.
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Listening
to Dorothy

A
n early voice in 
climate change 
activism who lived on 
Salt Spring Island for 

many years died last week at 
the age of 90.

Cutting made an impression on everyone she 
met. She was intense, generous, affectionate and 
had complete conviction in her beliefs. Way back 
in 2002, when she was 71, Dorothy Cutting made 
national headlines when she drove across Canada 
in a hybrid car, delivering copies of Robert Hunter’s 
book called 2030: Thermageddon in Our Lifetime 
to every member of Parliament. She was convinced 
that if all the politicians read that book they would 
be motivated to act to prevent what we now call 
climate change. 

“This may not be the hardest thing I’ve ever 
done,” she told the Drift-
wood at the time. “But 
it is the most important 
because the planet is in 
such trouble.” 

Warnings about cli-
mate change had of 
course been made long 
before 2002, but it 
wasn’t until then that 
the subject started to 
become part of main-
stream conversation, in 
part due to books like 

Hunter’s and actions undertaken by people like 
Dorothy Cutting.  

Between the B.C. wildfi re situation, impacts of 
the late June heat dome and current drought, the 
latest warnings from the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change and news that rain has fallen on 
the Greenland ice cap for the fi rst time ever, Hunter’s 
“Thermageddon” has clearly arrived in our lifetime. 

Where might Canada and the world be today if 
leaders had acted on the warnings of people like 
Cutting, Hunter and many more, instead of either 
making climate-friendly policy statements without 
any clout, or taking climate-harming actions just to 
give themselves the best chance of being elected? 
We can’t be building pipelines to sell our fossil fuels 
to foreign countries on one hand and promising to 
meet Paris Agreement targets on the other. 

In calling a federal election only two years after 
the last one, the Liberal government is following the 
pattern of other governments that put short-term 
political gain ahead of all other goals, as the B.C. 
NDP government did last year when it unnecessarily 
called an early election during the pandemic.

Short-term thinking is what got us where we are 
today; that and not heeding warnings from people 
like our own Dorothy Cutting.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Climate change

WE SAY:
Leaders should 
have listened to 
island activist

End ancient forest logging
BY BRIAN SMALLSHAW

The federal election 
a n n o u n c e d  o n  A u g . 
15 will be the climate 
change election, and as a 
citizen of British Colum-
bia I would like to hear 
from all parties and their 
candidates in this riding 
about how the protection 
of the last of the ancient 
forests of coastal B.C. fi ts 
into their climate change 
plans.

We know that in addi-
tion to being places of 
majestic beauty, spiritual 
inspiration and remark-
able biological diversity, 
ancient forests like the 
one at Fairy Creek are 
enormous carbon sinks. 
When they are cut, and 
especially when they are 
clearcut, a huge amount 
of carbon is  released 
into the atmosphere; the 
resulting lumber contin-
ues to sequester carbon, 
but the waste that is left 
behind, the sawdust, the 
emissions from decay and 
burning amount to well 
over half of the carbon 
contained in the original 
forest. 

Even worse, after old-
growth forests are clear-
cut the land loses much 
of its ability to retain 
moisture and the second-
growth forests that follow 
are much more suscepti-
ble to forest fi res, which 

when they occur are huge 
emitters of carbon, not to 
mention their disastrous 
impact on air quality.

In Br it i sh Columbia 
active logging of old-
growth forests continues, 
despite the fact that very 
little of the area contain-
ing the original bottom-
land giants has not been 
logged. How much actu-
ally remains is a subject of 
some debate, but even the 
most generous estimates 
have it at less than 10 per 
cent of what once existed. 
Yet they continue to be 
clearcut, in many cases 
because the First Nations 
on whose land they reside 
are in such a state of eco-
nomic deprivation that 
they are forced to sell off 
their most valuable assets 

to survive.
This is madness in a 

world where there are 
almost no ancient forests 
left, where people are 
clamouring for the spiritu-
al rejuvenation from time 
spent in nature, and in a 
world that is literally on 
fi re because of the climate 
change that has resulted 
from humanity’s carbon 
emissions. It is doubly mad 
when one considers the 
minimal cost of protect-
ing these forests and the 
economic gains for every-
one (except a few logging 
companies) that would 
result from their preserva-
tion. They are worth more 
standing.

So my question for the 
Greens, Liberals, Conser-
vatives and NDP: If you 
form government after 
this election, what steps 
will you take to end all 
logging of ancient for-
ests in coastal British 
Columbia, and Canada 
as a whole, and how will 
you ensure that the First 
Nations where these for-
ests exist are economi-
cally advantaged by this 
ban?

The writer is  a Salt 
Spring resident.

VIEWPOINT

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

25 

 YES   NO

167 Are you happy that 
a federal election 
has been called?

Does news about local 
COVID cases change 
your behaviour? Yes No
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in a world where 

there are almost no 

ancient forests left ... 

and in a world that is 

literally on fi re.
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OPINION
“It really shows the commitment to the 
hospital and the love of the hospital in 

the community.”
CAROL BIELY, LMHF ER CAMPAIGN CHAIR

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED: How would 
you feel about a vaccine 
passport for access to 
nonessential businesses?

LAUREL STARK

I really 
feel that’s 
Orwellian and 
it’s going to 
create a two-
tiered society 
of those that 
have it and 
those that 
don’t. 

BRANDON BRONSON

I am very 
mixed. As a 
teacher I think 
more needs to 
be done, but 
maybe not in 
that direction. 

JENNA BRADLEY

I think there 
needs to be a 
global system 
for travel for 
sure. I’m not 
sure about 
locally. 

GLEN STOJCIC

I think it’s 
too much. 
Vaccination 
should be your 
choice. 

BARBARA DUMOULIN

Great idea. I’m 
fully in favour.

Top priority
Last March, we learned of Salt 

Spring trustee Laura Patrick’s 
desire to keep interpretation of 
the Islands Trust mandate “as 
broad as possible.” She helped 
defeat two motions to prioritize 
protection of the natural envi-
ronment in the draft Trust Policy 
Statement.

Then at a June 23 meeting of 
the Trust’s Executive Commit-
tee, Patrick seconded motions 
by Gambier Island trustee Dan 
Rogers to weaken clauses that 
stated: “Local Trust Committees 
shall . . . ensure: (1) that fresh-
water quality is maintained; (2) 
that islands are self-suffi cient in 
their supply of water; and (3) 
that freshwater use is not to the 

detriment of in-stream uses such 
as: fish and fish habitat uses; 
Indigenous cultural and spiritual 
use; aesthetic and recreational 
uses; and, the maintenance of 
water quality in lakes, streams 
and wetlands.” The motions 
sought to change “shall ensure” 
to “shall strive to ensure.”  

Speaking to the last point, 
William Shulba, the Trust’s senior 
freshwater specialist, expressed 
support for leaving the word-
ing unchanged. He reminded 
the committee that the Trust 
has effective mapping tools and 
a commitment to protect fish 
habitat.

Despite this expert opin-
ion, the wording for all three 
points has now been changed to 
include “strive to.” What used 

to be a requirement has become 
an aspirational goal that can 
easily be ignored.

With months to go in the 
review process, there is still time 
to object to the constant ero-
sion of the draft document and 
ask that protection of the natu-
ral environment be the top pri-
ority. Send your comments to 
islands2050@islandstrust.bc.ca.

WAYNE & DOREEN HEWITT,
SALT SPRING 

5-star service
I suffered a terrible fall last 

week and was in a lot of pain.
I wanted to take this oppor-

tunity to thank the doctors and 
nurses at the Lady Minto Hos-
pital where I received wonder-

ful treatment. Nothing was too 
much trouble and I was seen to 
and cared for in a very timely 
manner and received nothing 
short of fi ve-star treatment!

RUTH HARPER,
SALT SPRING 

Division
Last week’s Question of the 

Week was whether we were 
happy about the federal elec-
tion. My vote is YES. If Trudeau 
doesn’t have a majority of peo-
ple backing his policies (i.e. for 
vaccines, etc.) then our country 
will be even more divided.

T. GILLEN,
SALT SPRING

Here are the fi rst couple of lines of a song 
written approximately a century ago: “Pack 
up all my cares and woes, here I go, singing 
low, bye bye blackbird.” 

Compare these lyrics to those of another 
song that has about the same vintage: 
“Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag 
and smile, smile, smile.”

What do both these songs have in com-
mon? Obviously, they both refer to the act 
of packing away negative feelings and con-
cerns in order to allow a more hopeful and 
optimistic state of mind to appear.

So much for the act of packing. After the 
hundred years or so since these tunes were 
popular, we fi nd that nobody packs any-
more. The buzzword making the rounds 
today is “unpack.” I guess you can still 
unpack your suitcase or groceries, but the 
word is used mainly to describe what you 
do with thoughts, fears, feelings, emotions, 
frustrations and grief.

“Unpack” has replaced words we once 
used, such as analyze or examine, to 
describe the process of breaking down con-
cepts into their component parts in order 
to better understand them. In fact, it’s a 
rarity today to hear an interview with any 
kind of authority on anything without hav-
ing the word “unpack” pop up.

That’s not to say that unpacking is a 
spanking new digital creation. No, even 
William Shakespeare, back in the 16th 
century, had his protagonist, Hamlet, pro-
claim “unpack my heart with words” as he 
attempted to deal with his malaise of inac-
tion. So even though the word has been 
around for a long time, it’s the overuse of 
the word and its “buzzwordiness” that irks 
this listener.

Another buzzword making the rounds 
recently is “journey.” Nobody ever takes a 
trip anymore. No, a simple walk down to 
the corner 7-Eleven for a litre of milk is now 
described as a mystical, life-altering journey 
of self-discovery. Coffee and a donut at 
Tim Hortons is a mind-expanding journey 
towards actualization of your identity. Even 
your morning stumble through the kitchen 
to check for leftovers in the refrigerator is 
now a door-opening journey to reconcile 
past experiences.

Don’t get me wrong. I understand that 
new words and expressions come into 
use while others become archaic and fall 

into the language waste basket. Current-
ly, there are approximately half a million 
words in the English language, although I 
remember when I was a teen that I could 
get by on a couple of dozen monosyllabic 
words and a few grunts.

Some words explode on the scene, splash 
themselves into every conversation, and 
then exit stage left almost as quickly. When 
was the last time you heard “groovy?” Or 
“grok?” Have you recently had the occa-
sion to feel “uptight?” How good does 
something have to be before you describe 
it as “outasight?” While once pervading 
every other nook and cranny of our lan-
guage, expressions such as “I can dig it” 
and “weapons of mass destruction” are 
now only heard as the butts of jokes.

Other overworked expressions seem to 
fi nd a way of sticking around no matter 
how tired and hackneyed they get. At the 
end of the day, when will people stop using 
“at the end of the day” instead of simply 
saying “fi nally?” What’s wrong with saying 
“now” instead of “at this point in time?” 
Can we please stop saying “moving for-
ward” and acknowledge the fact that for-
ward is the only direction that time knows 
how to move?

When it comes to overworked clichés, 
especially here on Salt Spring, “wellness” 
takes the proverbial cake. If I hear that 
term used instead of health one more time, 
I’m going to have to realign somebody’s 
chakras. Another buzz-phrase that gets 
my goat is “think outside the box.” Hey, 
if you so appreciate the art of originality, 
how come you can’t come up with another 
expression that means to think unconven-
tionally?

Let’s look at the word “grow.” I like to 
garden. I spend much of my time growing 
carrots and beans. It takes sunshine, water 
and good soil nutrients to get an excellent 
harvest. I have no idea what it takes to 

grow the economy, grow your business, or 
grow the community. Yet, politicians spend 
half their campaign speeches extolling the 
virtues of all these abstract nebulae they 
promise to grow.

Lately, an expression that has elbowed 
its way to the front of the buzzword line is 
“the new normal.” Ostensibly, this expres-
sion implies that some novel behaviour or 
phenomenon has replaced another previ-
ously accepted one and is now looked 
upon as normal. For instance, wearing a 
mask when entering a bank may be con-
sidered the new normal, whereas a decade 
ago it would have got you a sentence of 10 
to 15 years with time off for good behav-
iour.

Some words make it into the English 
language by piggybacking on words that 
are already accepted. For instance, “indige-
nous” is a term used to describe something 
or someone native to or belonging natural-
ly to a specifi c place or locale. Because some 
people tend to think they will appear more 
intelligent if they use words containing 
more syllables, words as “indigenousness” 
and “indigenousity” have wormed their 
way into our lexicon. It’s only a matter of 
time before we start hearing “indigenous-
ityness” bandied about.

I can only guess at the meanings of some 
other recent terms that are banging at 
the door to get into the English language. 
“Bouncebackability” could be a measure of 
the quality of a basketball or possibly the 
resilience of someone who has received a 
hundred consecutive job application rejec-
tions. 

When it comes to “eco-bling,” your guess 
is as good as mine. 

Nobody asked me, but my most recently 
hated buzzword expression is “good ques-
tion” or “that’s a great question.” It is usu-
ally used by people who have been asked a 
question for which they have no answer. It 
is employed as a stalling tactic in the hope 
that in the second or two it takes to utter 
this phrase, something will come along 
to save them from the inevitable embar-
rassment that is about to become evident. 
Something like a gigantic asteroid unpack-
ing itself into planet Earth. At which point, 
all of these irritations of mine become 
absolutely moot. Unpack that thought into 
your eco-bling.

Buzzwords unpack a lack of linguistic imagination
Shilo

Zylbergold
NOBODY 

ASKED ME 

BUT

MORE LETTERS continued 8 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
NORTH SALT SPRING 

WATERWORKS DISTRICT
IS NOW IN

STAGE 4 WATERING 
RESTRICTIONS

Per Bylaw 301

Stage 4 
Watering Restrictions

Comprehensive 
Water Ban

 

ALL WATERING IS BANNED EXCEPT:
•  Micro or Drip Irrigation of trees, shrubs, and 

gardens: Odd numbered civic address may use 
micro or drip irrigation to water trees, shrubs, and 
gardens on odd numbered days and even numbered 
civic addresses may do so on even numbered days 
before 10:00 a.m. and after 5:00 p.m. for a maximum 
of two (2) hours per watering day. 

•  Hand watering of trees, shrubs, and gardens: Odd 
numbered civic addresses may hand water trees, 
shrubs, and gardens on odd numbered days and 
even numbered civic addresses may do so on even 
numbered days before 7:00 a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. 
for a maximum of two (2) hours per watering day. 

For the complete details and penalties 
view Bylaw 301 on our 

website under the Documents section. 

Visit the Water section for conservation tips 
or the Documents section to view the 

entire Bylaw or its overview.
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 

(250) 537-9902

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Every Drop Counts!

Dorothy’s request
M y  d e a r  f r i e n d ,  

Dorothy Cutting, asked 
me to write this mes-
sage from herself to our 
Salt Spring community, 
a community which she 
loved with great pas-
sion. Her words also 
reflect her endless love 
for Canada.

Dorothy passed away on Monday, Aug. 
16, as many of you may know.

While saying my goodbye to her the day 
before, she asked me to impart something 
near and dear to her heart to the Driftwood 
so it can be shared with all of us.

I am honoured to be able to do this for 
her. Although I am sad that she has left 
us, I am inspired by her strength, bravery 
and determination to do things in her own 
way. Those of you who had the pleasure 
of knowing Dorothy know she always did 
things her own unique way!

Here are the words she asked me to share. 
They come from the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, which she was given 
by Canada when she became a citizen. Her 
hope is that we all share and embrace the 
responsibility bestowed upon us in this 
beautiful nation of ours. 

“As a Canadian, you must uphold the 
principles of democracy, freedom and com-
passion, which are the foundation of a 
strong and united Canada.”

With much love from Dorothy.
CINDY AKERS RABSON,
SALT SPRING 

Compassionate 
heritage

When Dorothy Cutting came to Salt 
Spring, she didn’t plan to stay long. But she 
fell in love with this place, this community 
and felt that love was returned handsomely.

She was wracked with foreboding about 
the ecological catastrophe we are bringing 
down on ourselves, and helped make this 
part of the world one of the most aware 
and committed to action of any. 

But it wasn’t the climate crisis that she 
focused on, directly, in her last days. It was 
compassion.

Compassion was part of her identity as 
a Canadian. She had her citizenship certifi-
cate, which underlined how Canadians have 
a duty to uphold the principles of democ-
racy, freedom and compassion, framed. And 
when the wording of the certificate was 
changed, during the Harper era, it felt to 
her that part of our Canadian identity had 

been betrayed.
In a world as hot and bothered as ours, 

calling for compassion might seem futile. 
But we know that even some Nazis helped 
victims of the regime (e.g. Oskar Schindler). 
Surely, the least we can do is what musician 
and activist Pete Seeger suggested, in his 
later years: “Taking the opportunity to talk 
with people I disagree with . . . that’s a skill 
we all should learn.” Even without a banjo 
like Seeger’s, a “machine that surrounds 
hate and forces it to surrender,” we can look 
for ways to help compassion overcome the 
injustices and heartbreak of this world.

We know that our MP Elizabeth May, who 
considered Dorothy to be a second mother, 
is committed to work to get compassion 
back into the citizenship certificate state-
ment. In honour of Dorothy, let’s look for 
ways to live up to that part of our heritage. 

JAN SLAKOV & 
JOANNE MONTRICHARD,
SALT SPRING

Island’s natural 
beauty fading fast

Though I now live on another Gulf Island, 
my family roots run deep on Salt Spring. My 
great aunt was Helen Ruckle, whose family’s 
conservation foresight helped ensure Ruckle 
Park is public land today.

I have been distressed over the years to see 
all the development occurring on this beau-
tiful island to the detriment of the natural 
environment.

How sad to read in last week’s Driftwood 
that the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee is 
enabling a large resort at the end of Fulford 
Harbour. The truly incomprehensible aspect 
is that a septic variance was approved against 
the advice of the Islands Trust staff, including 
the Trust’s freshwater specialist. These are 
the people who actually have expertise in 
the complex matters of environmental pro-
tection. What expertise do trustees have to 
disregard such advice? 

I remember the old pub at this location 
and always hoped the site could be restored 
as a fully functioning estuary. Granting the 
variance was a most egregious error that will 
certainly further pollute the adjacent streams 
and harbour.

Who will pay the price when things go 
wrong as they surely will? The environment 
and the taxpayer will, not the developer. A 
solution must be found to protect this rare 
and precious ecosystem.

Trustees’ disrespect for the “preserve and 
protect” mandate is impossible for me to 
understand. I grieve for Salt Spring whose 
natural beauty is fading fast as the island fol-
lows the same growth pattern as other com-
munities in the province.

JENNIFER MARGISON,
GALIANO ISLAND

DOROTHY
CUTTING

PHOTO BY ALAN BIBBY

SMOKE ACROSS THE WATER: Dense smoke from the Mount Hayes wildfire near Ladysmith 
on Vancouver Island is seen from Salt Spring Island on Thursday evening. The fire was deemed 
under control by Sunday, but with 73 hectares (180 acres) of land already burned. 

MORE LETTERS
continued from 6
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250.537.5551     
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK    

8:30 AM - 5 PM

25% OFF

select blow out 
sales of up to 

50% OFF 
you won’t want 

to miss!

THE whole store!

SEPT. 1 & 2
ONLY

Mouat’s 
Home Hardware 
would like to 
thank everyone 
who has shopped 
locally and supported us 
through the pandemic.

SEPT. 1 & 2 ONLY
EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

Trans youth supported
BY THE DAISSI BOARD

We on the board of 
Diverse and Inclusive Salt 
Spring Island, our island’s 
LGBTQ2SIA+ community 
organization, wish to pub-
licly respond to discussions 
going on across our island 
about some very public 
incidents which have been 
deeply disturbing for those 
of us who are trans, and our 
allies, within the queer com-
munity and beyond it.  

We have no desire to 
repeat and address in a 
detailed way the deeply 
upsetting content, nor to 
make this about calling out 
individual people, when the 
more troubling fact is that 
incidents of transphobia are 
all-too-widespread on Salt 
Spring, and insidious trans-
phobic beliefs are present in 
all parts of our community.

We must have a zero toler-
ance policy for transphobia. 
In saying that, we are all pain-
fully familiar with the inevi-
table responses, with hand-
wringing concern about 
free speech and the honest 
debate of ideas. There are, 
indeed, interesting conversa-
tions to be had about gender 
and the construction of bio-
logical sex, but they do not 
begin with the assertion of 
a fixed hierarchy, unscientific 
statements about the nature 
of human biology, and senti-
mental appeals for a return 
to the way things used to be 
— and, in fact, never really 
were.

Those whose gender 
and sexual biology varies 
from the norm have always 
been present in society, and 
throughout the natural 
world, but our existence is 
routinely denied, minimized 
or pathologized.  What is dif-
ferent now from the world 
some of us grew up in is that 
the attempts to suppress 
our existence and limit our 
behaviour to uphold a false 
reality are failing. We are, 
all of us, confronted with 
new possibilities for what 
gender, sex and sexuality 
might mean, and the pos-
sibility that things could have 
been different all along. 
This is destabilizing, and can 
feel rightly unsettling, but 
that calls for us to develop 
and learn, not to retreat 
into what we were raised 
to believe, and to condemn 
those who stir up cognitive 

dissonance for us about the 
truths we thought we knew.

Too often we see our 
children and youth being 
named as a cause for concern 
and caution, even as those 
who claim to be speaking 
to protect them put them 
in harm’s way, deny their 
lived experience, and seek 
to work against their self-
exploration, self-expression 
and liberation — and even 
against their safety in our 
community. Demanding that 
younger generations con-
strain their existence so that 
we can maintain our illusions 
about the world is unaccept-
able, and when this is done 
in a way that makes children 
vulnerable, subjects them 
to bullying or makes them 
feel unsafe when around 
adults in positions of leader-
ship in our community, that 
is destructive. It is destruc-
tive for those children, and it 
diminishes those adults who 
are deprived of the opportu-
nity to learn from those who 
are growing up in a world 
full of more possibility than 
many of us ever dreamt pos-
sible.

The pandemic has frayed 
all of our nerves, and 
stretched our resources thin, 
but if we are the community 
we claim to be, we will work 
to be kinder and gentler 
with our youth, and to give 
less airtime to reactionary, 
hateful views which deny 
the lived experience of our 
trans and queer population, 
young and old. 

There is so much to be 
learned here, and DAISSI is 
interested in facilitated con-
versations where all mem-
bers of the community can 
have opportunities to have 
deep conversations about 
challenging realities. There 
are very real discussions to 
be had about how our ideas 
about social gender and bio-
logical sex have been shaped 
by colonialism, by our politi-
cal systems and by patriarchy.

We want to provide a 
forum for those conversa-
tions — which are not con-
versations about whether 
trans people should be 
“allowed” to transition, or 
to exist in public, or any of 
the other absurd and hate-

ful conversations that mask 
themselves as intellectual 
discourse, but are nothing 
more than hate. We want 
to experience our collective 
awakening to the wideness 
and the wildness of the natu-
ral world, and to have the 
opportunity to listen to the 
voices of our youth who are 
experiencing and creating 
a new world. It is a gift to 
glimpse the wonder of the 
world as it really is, and not 
as we imagine it to be, and 
it is invigorating to see the 
future through the eyes of 
those who will make it. We 
hope that once the post-pan-
demic normal emerges, you 
will join us for some conver-
sations and talks in which we 
can all share a deeper experi-
ence of the bigger picture.

Until then, and always, we 
want trans individuals across 
the island, of all ages but par-
ticularly our youth, to know 
that there are many of us 
who are committed to walk-
ing this journey together. We 
do it clumsily at times, but 
we make efforts to do our 
best, and we begin always 
from a place of honouring, 
respecting, and loving one 
another, and our lived expe-
rience. If you feel alone, you 
are not. If you fear that the 
world is turning against you, 
and that those who work 
for your extermination are 
winning, it is not so, and we 
will not let it be so. Hateful 
speech may make a lot of 
noise, and it always bears 
more heat than light, but 
the truth of your existence, 
of our existence, will not be 
erased.

And to our trans youth 
especially, know that we 
stand with you. We are com-
mitted to the transformation 
of our community, and we 
will have your back as you 
speak and live your truth. Tell 
us what you need from us, 
and know that we will con-
tinue to work to transform 
this community, and to reject 
transphobia in all its guises 
as it so often — too often — 
appears in our community.

May we walk together 
into a better world than the 
one we have known.

DAISSI board members 
are Jean Burgess, Karen 
Cunningham, Juli Mallett, 
Shellyse Szakac and Bill 
Turner.

INDEPTH

PHOTO BY JILL TARSWELL

VOCAL: Some 180 
people rallied outside 
the Salt Spring 
RCMP station on 
Monday afternoon 
to protest alleged 
police brutality at 
the site of the Fairy 
Creek blockades on 
Vancouver island, 
which many Salt 
Spring residents 
have been involved 
in.
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SALT SPRING INN
Cozy Indoor or Garden Patio Dining & Take-Out too!

★ ★ ★ Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm★ ★ ★ 

250-537-9339ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

JACKIE SHRIVE
CAMPAIGN TEAM MEMBER

Over the years, we have benefited enormously from the 
Emergency Department—grandkids with a bead up the 
nose, concussion (sailing), broken elbow (tennis), etc.  

The need for an Emergency Department large enough 
for more sophisticated equipment and patient privacy is 
essential to better serve our growing community. I am 

proud to be part of the Capital Campaign team charged 
with raising the necessary funds.

ladymintofoundation.com/lifeline
Strengthen Our Lifeline

NEW EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

MUSIC

Outdoor concert series on tap

Salt Spring Arts presents free local 
music Aug. 26-28, Sept. 9-11

Live musical performances will return to Centennial Park 
just in time for the end of summer thanks to a free concert 
series presented by Salt Spring Arts.

The Summer Outdoor Concert Series features back-to-back 
evenings of live music for two weekends, with shows run-
ning Thursday to Saturday, Aug. 26 to 28 and Sept. 9 to 11 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

“There has never been a better time to support our music 
community, and here we get the chance to celebrate 15 local 
acts with six free concerts in the park,” Salt Spring Arts states 
in a press release. 

Salt Spring Arts previously hosted six evening concerts in 
Centennial Park In 2019. The series showcased touring B.C. 
musicians with local opening arts. This year’s concerts focus 
entirely on Salt Spring Island musicians and groups. 

The Summer Outdoor Concert Series presents a diverse 

collection of musical acts, showcasing genres from punk rock 
to traditional bluegrass and more. This coming weekend’s 
concerts will feature local acts Élisa & Blair, Sharon Bailey 
(Thursday), Hownd and The Buck Dodgers Stringband (Fri-
day) and S.K. Wellington and The Myrtle Sisters on Saturday. 

The September weekend event will include more live 
local music, including a special Nashville-style writers’ round 
hosted by Valdy on Sept. 10. 

“We all know how difficult this past year has been for all 
of us, especially the arts community,” the Salt Spring Arts 
Council states. 

“These events are designed to support a broad array of 
entirely local talent, bringing Salt Spring together in a cen-
tral location — from families to seniors, tourists and every-
one in between.”

All concerts are free with donations collected to sup-
port the presentation of the series. Audience members are 
encouraged to bring blankets, lawn chairs and snacks to 
enjoy a full evening out.

To see the complete schedule, visit www.ssartscouncil.com. 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

WORK FLOW: Sarah Jim of 
the WSANEC Nation adds to the 
Coast Salish mural project taking 
shape outside the Salt Spring Public 
Library on Monday. The mural is 
being produced by Quw’utsun artist 
Charlene Johnny, who is mentoring 
young artists of local Indigenous 
communities. Partnering with the 
library to facilitate the project 
are Stqeeye’ Learning Society 
(Xwaaqw’um Project), Salt Spring 
Arts Council, the Gulf Islands School 
District’s Indigenous Education 
Department, MLA Adam Olsen, the 
Capital Regional District and funders 
the Salt Spring Island Foundation 
and the Philip and Muriel Berman 
Foundation Fund, (which is held by 
the Vancouver Foundation).

PHOTOS COURTESY SALT SPRING ARTS

Salt Spring musical acts appearing at free concert evenings at Centennial Park this summer are The Myrtle Sisters, left, and The Buck 
Dodgers Stringband. 
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Wed. Aug. 25

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Besse’s Will. ExitStageLeft 
Productions and Graffi ti 
Theatre present a new 
play by Jeffrey Renn 
starring Renn and Christina 
Penhale. 7 p.m. Tickets 
& location info at www.
exitstageleftproductions.com.  
Susan Cogan and Sue 
Newman. Live at the Tree 
House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Museum at 
Bittancourt House. At 
the Farmers’ Institute 
grounds. 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday. 
Library Summer Camp. 
Games, crafts and more. 
SS Public Library on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. Ages 5-8 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.; 
ages 9-11 from 1 to 3 
p.m. Advance registration 
required: 250-537-4666 or 
kpowell@saltspringlibrary.com.

Thur. Aug. 26

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Summer Outdoor Concert 
Series. Sharon Bailey is 
headliner with opening 
act Elisa & Blair. Centennial 
Park. 6 to 8 p.m. 

Thur. Aug. 26

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Lend Me Your Ears. An 
exitStageLeft Productions 
and Graffi ti Theatre tour-
de-force performance 
of an actor’s life lived 
with the words of 
William Shakespeare put 
together and performed 
by Scott Hylands, with 
musical stylings by Jekka 
Mack. 7 p.m. Tickets 
& location info at www.
exitstageleftproductions.com.  
K-Tones. Tree House Cafe. 
6 to 9 p.m. 
Open Mic & Jam. At the 
Legion. 7 p.m. (Preceded by 
the meat draw at 5 p.m.)

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Museum at 
Bittancourt House. See 
Wednesday listing.
Library Summer Camp.  
See Wednesday listing. 

Fri. Aug. 27

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Summer Outdoor Concert 
Series. Buck Dodgers 
String Band is headliner 
with opening act Hownd. 
Centennial Park. 6 to 8 p.m. 
Besse’s Will. See 
Wednesday listing. 
Billie Woods. Tree House 
Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 
Table 25. Live music at the 
Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Fri. Aug. 27

 ACTIVITIES

StoryWalk. Self-guided 
family activity from SS 
Public Library through 
Mouat Park toward the 
Rainbow Road Pool. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Salt Spring Museum at 
Bittancourt House. See 
Wednesday listing.
Ask Salt Spring. This 
week’s guest is members of 
the Livable Roads for Rural 
Saanich group. 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. United Church 
Meadow. 
Dungeons & Dragons 
Camp. A Salt Spring Public 
Library event. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Groups of 5, multiple 
campaigns, advance 
registration required 
through nsadouski@
saltspringlibrary.com.
Friday Games Night. Board 
games gathering at the 
Salt Spring Public Library. 
6 to 10 p.m. Limited 
numbers. Sign-in required. 

Sat. Aug. 28
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Summer Outdoor Concert 
Series. The Myrtle Sisters 
is the headlining act with 
opener S.K. Wellington. 
Centennial Park. 6 to 8 p.m. 
Lend Me Your Ears. See 
Thursday listing.
Farm Team. Tree House 
Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 
Karaoke. At the Legion. 
7:30 p.m. 

Sat. Aug. 28

 ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the 
Park. Saturday market runs 
in Centennial Park from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pride is Alive – Walk 
& Wheel. A leisurely 
walk for people of all 
abilities starting from the 
Fernwood Road Café at 
1 p.m. with a return back 
to the cafe’s picnic tables 
for goodies. Registration 
is essential. Please RSVP 
to save your spot at www.
prideallyear.ca. 
StoryWalk. See Friday 
listing.
Movie Matinee. Family-
friendly movie at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. 1 p.m. 
Salt Spring Museum at 
Bittancourt House. See 
Wednesday listing.

Sun. Aug. 29

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Besse’s Will. See 
Wednesday listing. 
Peter Prince. Folk/world 
music that moves body and 
soul at Shipstones. 5 to 8 p.m.
Tom Hooper. Live music at 
the Tree House Cafe. 6 to 
9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

StoryWalk. See Friday 
listing.

Mon. Aug. 30

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tyler Lieb Trio. 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 
p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Mount Erskine Provincial 
Park Addition Celebration.
Celebratory hike 
on Trustees Trail at 
9:45 a.m. RSVP to 
https://buytickets.at/
bcparksfoundation/551634.
StoryWalk. 
See Friday listing.
Dungeons & Dragons 
Camp. 
See Friday listing.

Tue. Aug. 31

 ACTIVITIES  
Tuesday Farmers’ Market. 
Weekly market of fresh 
produce and food/drink 
products at Centennial 
Park. 2 to 6 p.m. 
Library Summer Camp. 
See Wednesday listing.

 ONLINE

Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee.  
Monthly trustees meeting 
via Zoom. 9:30 a.m. 
See the Islands Trust 
website for Zoom link to 
participate or simply to 
watch.

Wed. Sept. 1

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Nicky Mackenzie. 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Library Summer Camp. 
See last Wednesday listing.
Salt Spring Museum at 
Bittancourt House. 
See last Wednesday listing. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone 
to download, 
instructions below.

  THE FRITZ CINEMA

The Fritz shows F9 The Fast Saga on Wed.-
Thurs., Aug. 25-26 at 7 p.m. Then from Fri., 
Aug. 27 to Tues., Aug. 31 the movie is Jungle 
Cruise at 7 p.m. nightly plus a 3 p.m. Sunday 
matinee. COVID-19 protocols, 
including limited seating, 
in place.
More info: thefritz.ca

 EXHIBITIONS

• This Land: Artworks in Monochrome 
features work by Sibeal Foyle, Lucas Wolf, 
Anna Gustafson, Jim Holyoak, Esme 
Hedrik-Wong, Jan Smith and Julie Kemble 
as the Showcase exhibition at Artcraft at 
Mahon Hall daily until Aug. 29. 
• Tree Stories - Oil Paintings by Cheryl Long 
show in the exhibition space at Salt Spring 
Gallery until Sept. 1. 

 EXHIBITIONS

• The Art Connection group exhibits at the 
Salt Spring Public Library program room 
through August. 
• Artcraft, the summer-long show and sale 
of work by Gulf Islands artists and artisans 
and regional Indigenous artists, runs at Mahon 
Hall daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 EXHIBITIONS

• The Salt Spring Photography Club 
presents Eclectic Visions, an online 
exhibition accessible at https://ssphotog.
ning.com/page/eclectic-visions and open for 
viewing until Aug. 31. 

Friday 
Games Night

All-ages board games 
gathering at the 

Salt Spring Public Library 
on Friday nights. 

6 to 10 p.m. 
Limited numbers & 

sign-in required.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre
7:30am to 9pm

Customer Service 250-537-1522

CELEBRATIONS 

Hike highlights expansion of Mount Erskine park
BC Parks Foundation hosts 
Aug. 30 event

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Community members are invited to par-
ticipate in a special hike taking place this 
Monday, Aug. 30 to celebrate the successful 
addition to Mount Erskine Provincial Park. 

A unique partnership between the BC 
Parks Foundation, BC Parks, local volunteers 
and donors brought about the acquisition of 
a 2.5-acre triangular parcel of land earlier this 
summer, allowing continued public access to 
the park from the southern approach and 
the spectacular views of the Salish Sea along 
that stretch of trail.

“This purchase accomplishes several objec-
tives,” said Salt Spring Trail and Nature Club 
president Charles Kahn, who was active in 
the purchase campaign. “First, it secures the 
trail connection from Toynbee Road through 

to Collins Road by connecting Manzanita 
Ridge Nature Reserve and Mount Erskine 
Provincial Park. Second, this trail connection 
provides the only direct public link for resi-
dents of the Cranberry Road area to enjoy 
the provincial park. 

“Finally, the new piece of land pro-
vides beautiful views both to the north 
over the ocean and to the south over the 

Shepherd Hills and the magnifi cent Cran-
berry Valley.” 

The fundraising partnership marks one 
of just a few purchase campaigns BC Parks 
Foundation has endorsed since it started 
operating three years ago as an independent 
body devoted to supporting provincial parks. 
The foundation handled receiving donations 
and outreach to signifi cant donors, one of 
whom was able to come up with a large 
donation at the last minute to complete the 
project. Government agency BC Parks han-
dled the purchase agreement and will for-
malize the addition to the park boundaries.

The foundation has acknowledged the 
volunteers who spearheaded the campaign 
to purchase the plot, “most notably Charles 
Kahn and Gary Quiring, who were steadfast 
champions and fundraisers.” Betty-Ann 
Kruger and Sheryl Taylor-Munro were also 
named for their help with grant applica-
tions. 

“It is great how everyone worked so 

closely together to expand Mount Erskine 
Provincial Park, and especially the volun-
teers and donors,” said foundation CEO 
Andy Day. “Their gift will fi ll the hearts and 
souls of everyone who experiences that mag-
nifi cent view, for generations to come.”

“We are so grateful to everyone who con-
tributed to making this happen,” said Quir-
ing, who reported he and Kahn had a very 
positive response from islanders over several 
months of phone calls, emails and word-of-
mouth requests.

Donors and other members of the public 
can commemorate the purchase by joining 
some of the volunteers and staff on a cel-
ebratory hike on Trustees Trail this Monday 
starting at 9:45 a.m. Local craftsman and 
Island Pathways member Donald McLennan 
has built a cedar bench that will be offi cially 
unveiled at the event. 

Interested attendees are asked to RSVP 
through the webpage https://buytickets.at/
bcparksfoundation/551634.

“It is great how everyone 

worked so closely together 

to expand Mount Erskine 

Provincial Park, and especially 

the volunteers and donors.” 
ANDY DAY

BC Parks Foundation CEO
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

 

 
DDraggonnf yy

Art Suppplies
102 Fulford-Ganges Road 

250 537 1151
10am-5pm Monday to Saturday

dragon� yartsupplies.com

Serving the Island 
since 1975

101-2700 Beverly St. 
Duncan, 250-746-4851

www.unitedfloors.ca
ucduncan@shaw.ca

•  Area rugs
•  Laminate
•  Hardwood
•  Vinyl
•  Luxury vinyl 

plank
•  Carpet
•  Ceramic
•  Vinyl decking
•  Window 

coverings

Open 
Mon-Fri 
8:30 to 5, 
Sat. 9-3

Grace Point Square | gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

12

AUGUST 18, 25, sept 01

sept 08

Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Pt. Sq.  250-537-1299

gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

i n d i v i d u a l
i n n o v a t i v e
i n s p i r e d
in your home...

12
for something lasting

new work in landscape
by gabrielle jensen
now showing during august
at auntie pesto’s

COURSEWORK

Buddhist teachings 
aid climate support
Eight-session EcoSattva 
course begins Sept. 7

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

People who are experiencing fear and 
grief related to the global climate crisis 
may fi nd a way to move forward through 
the new fi eld of “ecodharma,” which com-
bines Buddhism with ecological activism.

An ideal opportunity to dive into the 
topic is coming to the community this fall 
via the Salt Spring Zen Circle. The organiza-
tion is hosting an online study group that 
will explore how Buddhist teachings and 
climate psychology can support people 
through the crisis brought about by climate 
change. The group will follow One Earth 
Sangha’s EcoSattva training course, com-
prising a series of videos featuring leading 
voices in ecodharma, as well as background 
materials and suggested meditation prac-
tices. Eight sessions are offered on alternat-
ing Tuesdays beginning Sept. 7 and ending 
Dec. 14. 

“The devastating effects of climate 
change are being felt around the globe 
in increasingly dramatic ways … Many of 
us ask ourselves how we can face this real-
ity without getting overwhelmed by grief, 
and how we can be agents of change with-
out being consumed by anger or frustra-
tion,” information from the Salt Spring Zen 
Circle explains. 

The sessions will be facilitated by Bill 
Henderson and Gabriela Persson. Hender-
son is a well-known musician, a Member 
of the Order of Canada, and a Zen practi-
tioner. Persson has done research in astron-
omy and bioengineering, and practices 
Vipassana and Zen.  

Henderson told the Driftwood he took 
the EcoSattva course himself during the 
spring and found it so valuable he’s now 
helping bring it to others. 

One of the messages that has stuck with 
him, he said, was the idea that “as 10,000 
years of climate unravel, there’s never been 
a better time for internal balance.” Finding 
a way to cultivate personal well-being and 
to effect positive change in the world are 
equally in scope.

Participants will meet online every other 
week to discuss the materials presented 
in the videos watched on their own time 
and other concerns they may have about 
current events surrounding the climate 
crisis. An important part of program for 
the creators is the development of sangha 
(community) where members can share 
concerns and support each other in their 
individual responses to climate change.

Henderson observed the question of 
how to deal with the psychological impacts 
of the climate crisis has not been addressed 
much in the public sphere to date.

“It’s mostly about the mechanism caus-
ing this and how do we change it,” he 
said, while noting the personal burden of 
climate change can be overwhelming. And 
even those people who think about the 
issue and try to be good climate citizens 
have some sort of carbon footprint.

While Buddhist teachings are central 
to the course, Henderson said previous 
experience with Buddhist practice is not 
necessary. Basic instruction in meditation 
will be provided to anyone without prior 
experience.

The lectures that provide the base for 
the weekly discussions are given by people 
in multiple fi elds, including scientists and 
psychologists. The chapters include topics 
as wide-ranging as “mind and resilience” 
to “compassionate reflection.” Another 
session addresses how the climate crisis 
intersects with racism, patriarchy and colo-
nialism.

While bridging cultural gaps to under-
stand others’ perspectives is an important 
aspect of the program, Henderson said 

he didn’t realize how much of the course 
would be about working on oneself. Par-
ticipants look deep within before learning 
how to move forward with a better sense 
of agency.

“You’re really personally dealing with 
a lot with this. There’s a lot of emotions,” 
Henderson observed. “I think a lot of 

people look at Buddhism as a way to 
take shelter from things and not take on 
thorny issues, but that’s not it.”

The study group will be capped at eight 
participants; if interest is high Henderson 
expects future sessions will be offered. 
Cost is approximately $140, with some 
partial and total scholarships available. 
The Zen group says no one will be turned 
away for lack of funds.

“We really just want people who are 
interested to be able to join in,” Hender-
son said. “There’s a quote from the eight 
sessions that I really liked that ‘it’s better 
for 1,000 people to take one step than 
for one person to take a thousands steps.’ 
That’s the spirit of the thing — we’re all in 
this together.”

For more information or to register, 
email bcislands.ecosattva@gmail.com or 
call Marion Pape at 778-265-4567. A basic 
course outline and rationale can be found 
at oneearthsangha.org. 

PHOTO BY ELLEN VESTERDAL

BUOYANT SMILES: Community partners show off the new Kids Don’t Float 
station stocked with children’s personal fl otation devices at Fernwood Dock. The station 
was installed by Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue Station 25 volunteers in 
collaboration and with fi nancial assistance from the Capital Regional District and the 
Salt Spring Foundation committee Foundation of Youth. From left are RCMSAR members 
Chris Levan, Tim Slaney and Jerry Fitzpatrick and CRD Parks maintenance supervisor Kirk 
Harris. The station joins three others established on Salt Spring and Galiano islands. 

“I think a lot of people look at 

Buddhism as a way to take 

shelter from things and not 

take on thorny issues, but 

that’s not it.”
BILL HENDERSON

Salt Spring Zen Circle member
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business
340 Lower Ganges Road  

250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie
SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road  

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

GROW YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE  •  250-537-9933  •  241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  DRIFTWOOD@DRIFTWOODGIMEDIA.COM

Dave
Phillips
––––––––
“We don’t

stand
behind 

our work,
we stand
behind
a tree!”

OFFICE: 250-537-2618 • CELL: 250-537-7481

Here’s 
My Card
Check out the businesses 
below for great products 
and services.

LADY MINTO HOSPITAL 

Islander shares ER experience

‘Preparation meets 
opportunity’ at local 
hospital

BY BRUCE CAMERON
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

According to the Roman Senator 
and philosopher Seneca, “Luck is 
what happens when preparation 
meets opportunity.” I am living 
proof of that centuries-old adage. 

At age 56, when I was experienc-
ing persistent discomfort across my 
shoulders and ribs, I put it down to 
a recurrence of acid reflux, which I 
had experienced years ago prior to 
my permanent move to Salt Spring 
Island. But when the pain persisted 
during that September of 2016, I 
asked my brother and sister-in-law, 

who — fortunately — were visiting 
us from Toronto, to drive me to Lady 
Minto Hospital to get checked out. 
In retrospect, I thought at the time 
that I might be overreacting and 
wasting valuable emergency time 
and resources on a minor inconve-
nience. Little did I know I was on the 
verge of death.

Days later, lying in the ICU car-
diac wing of the Royal Jubilee Hos-
pital in Victoria, the puzzle pieces 
slowly came into focus. When I exit-
ed the vehicle in front of the Lady 
Minto Hospital emergency doors 
(my brother, Jim, thankfully insist-
ed on driving), I collapsed onto the 
pavement. A nearby nurse coming 
off shift immediately sprang into 
action, administering CPR and call-
ing for a crash cart. Fortunately, a 
paramedic team had just dropped 

off a patient and was nearby with 
a mobile crash cart, which pumped 
currents through me not once but 
twice, to restart my heart. 

Once I was stabilized at the hos-
pital, using a procedure that saved 
not only my life but also most of the 
function of my heart, a helicopter 
transported me to Victoria where 
hours later an operation inserted 
two stents into my artery. 

A widow maker. That’s what they 
call the type of cardiac attack I expe-
rienced. Aptly named, it is a sud-
den blockage of the left anterior 
descending artery, stopping almost 
all blood to the left side of the 
heart and causing sudden death. 
As a pollster and statistician, I rolled 
around in my mind the odds of sur-
vival as I recovered over the next 
few months. My research suggests 
only about seven per cent of people 
survive such an event. One in 14, I 
was one of the lucky ones, due to 
the skill, training, quick response 
and life-saving equipment at Lady 
Minto Hospital. 

Four years later, after a rigorous 
heart and blood examination, my 
cardiologist said rather matter-of-
factly that I was lucky (there’s that 
massive little word again) that CPR 
was administered so quickly and that 
the blood-thinning procedure was 
enacted right away at Lady Minto. 
Going forward, with a healthier 
diet, exercise and some heart protec-
tive drugs, he said, the initial quick 
response had been fortuitous: I still 
had some scar tissue on the left side 
of my heart, but its function remains 
surprisingly good given the trauma 
of a widow-maker attack.

Luck had something to do with 
my survival, but I would have been 
one of the 13 out of 14 that didn’t 
survive if not for the dedication 
and preparation of the staff at Lady 
Minto Hospital emergency depart-
ment.

Editor’s note: The above article 
forms part of the Lady Minto Hos-
pital Foundation campaign to raise 
the  remaining $2 million required 
to build a new emergency depart-
ment at the hospital.  

VOLUNTEER EFFORTS

Saanich roads group
visits Salt Spring
Livable roads initiative ongoing

This Friday’s ASK Salt Spring session will welcome 
members of a Saanich organization called Livable Roads 
for Rural Saanich (LRRS). 

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the United Church Meadow, 
the visitors will share their group’s story, from the reason 
for its formation to its strategies and successes.  

According to Gayle Baker of ASK Salt Spring, LRRS was 
created as a result of a 2017 public meeting and works to 
improve rural road safety for all users in Saanich. 

Major concerns are: 
•	 	heavy	commuter	use	at	speed;	
•		excessive	speeding,	including	park	and	school	zones;	
•		unsafe	passing	of	both	vehicles	and	vulnerable	users;
•		aggressive	bullying	behaviour;
•		accidents	(including	those	not	reported);	
•		use	of	non-truck	routes	as	truck	cut-throughs;
•		lack	of	enforcement;	
•		lack	of	a	responsive	approach	from	the	municipality;
•		loss	of	neighbourhood	safety	and	livability;	
•		knowledge	that	 these	narrow	winding	roads	are	

improperly designated with a default speed that is 
too high. 

“Over the years, LRRS has learned that the quick fixes 
such as a new sign, a speed check, more data collection 
or a few letters are not sufficient,” said Baker. “Instead, 
they work towards a culture shift in which these nar-
row winding rural roads become shared pavement that 
is safe for all users: cyclists, pedestrians, equestrians and 
vehicles.” 

Baker said achievements realized through collabora-
tion include new signage in various areas, inclusion of 
a section of rural Saanich in their Active Transportation 
Plan, a speed reduction pilot project, agreement to 
remove rumble strips from shoulders of a paving proj-
ect and participation in a safety walk. 

Ongoing activities include multiple engagement 
modes, including a monthly bulletin to more than 150 
readers, a website, Facebook page, regular submissions 
to local media, an incident report page, and numer-
ous presentations to decision-makers, such as mayors, 
police, councillors, traffic committees and engineering 
staff.

“LRRS volunteers also take an active role in elections, 
publicizing candidates’ levels of commitment to rural 
road safety,” said Baker.

“Volunteers have learned that this is a long game 
with few quick victories,” she added. “They continue 
to work hard, always watching for opportunities and 
acting strategically to enhance the value of their rural 
areas by increasing rural road safety.” 

PHOTO BY COURTESY BRUCE CAMERON

Bruce Cameron on a Mount Maxwell hiking trail. Cameron collapsed in the 
parking lot of Lady Minto Hospital from a heart attack in 2016. He urges people 
to contribute to the campaign for a new emergency department.  



14 |  WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classi�eds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Celebrations Celebrations

“When someone 
you love 

becomes a 
memory the 

memory becomes 
a treasure”

      Fall Fair 
FOCUS

See you at the Fair   

  Sept. 18 & 19!

 All livestock displayed  or entered at the Fall Fair must 
be tagged.  This is a mandatory regulation that applies 
to all fairs.
•	 All	entries	are	subject	to	a		veterinary	inspection	
upon	arrival	Friday	Sept.	17	between	3:30pm	and	
7:30pm. 

Pet Parade...NEW THIS YEAR...
•	 All		pets	need	to	be	registered	with	an	entry	form	
from	the	catalogue.	

•		Deadline	for	entry	form	is	Saturday	Sept.	11.	 
No entry fee is needed.

See	page	40	of	the	
catalogue	for	classes	
and the rules that apply.

Doro�y Cutting 
 
Dorothy Cutting, beloved 

mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, and friend, passed 
away Monday, August 16, 2021. 
She celebrated her 90th birthday 
in March of this year. Dorothy 
is survived by her son Duncan, 
daughter-in-law Lai, daughter 
Melissa, son-in-law Steve, 
grandchildren Jeff, Ryan, David, 
and Ann, and great grandson 
Greyson.  

Dorothy was born in Denver, Colorado, and grew 
up in Warrenton, Virginia. She loved scuba diving, 
becoming the first female diving instructor in the State 
of Florida. In 1965, she took off from Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida on a cross-country camping trip with her 
children, discovering a passion for the outdoors that 
inspired her for the rest of her life. Dorothy loved sea 
kayaking and was completely fearless. She took many 
solo kayak tips to the Baja Peninsula, Costa Rica, Belize, 
and all around the San Juan Islands and Canadian Gulf 
Islands.  In 1990, at age 59, Dorothy won 3rd place 
in the Sound Rowers Race, Women’s Single Kayak 
division.  She was an avid sailor, discovering Salt Spring 
Island, which became her beloved home in 1992.  

Dorothy was catapulted into activism by the Chicago 
riots during the 1968 US Presidential election. Outraged 
by police violence against protestors, Dorothy became 
a Precinct Committee Person, and then a volunteer 
lobbyist for the Washington Environmental Council.  
Dorothy was a champion for the environment, working 
tirelessly to protect the shorelines of Washington State, 
on initiatives to limit nuclear arms, to raise awareness 
of climate change and to preserve the beauty of Salt 
Spring Island. In 2002, she drove across Canada in her 
hybrid Honda to bring a copy of Bob Hunter’s book 
on climate change to every member of the Canadian 
Parliament. Island Trust recognized Dorothy in 2010 
with the Community Stewardship Award for her West 
Coast Climate Equity website and climate change 
education work. Dorothy’s focus the last several years 
has been on her wonderful organic garden, a place of 
beauty and peace.

Dorothy became a Canadian citizen July 3, 1998, 
the greatest honour of her life.  One of her final wishes 
is to have the following language added back into the 
Certificate of Canadian Citizenship:

“As citizens, you must uphold the principles of 
democracy, freedom and compassion that are the 
foundation of a strong and united Canada” 

 Her family would like to extend their deepest thanks 
and appreciation for the loving kindness and care 
Dorothy received from her many wonderful nurses, as 
well as their gratitude to Dr. Slakov and Dr. Butcher for 
their loving ministrations at the end of her life. 

Donations in lieu of flowers can be sent to Dying 
With Dignity Canada, donations@dyingwithdignity.ca. 
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A Celebration of Her Life.

Save the Date!!  

Sunday Sept 12, 2021 
from 2pm - 4pm

142 Woodland Drive, SSI
  (for directions 250 931-8215)

The family of Lisa Tong would 
like to invite those who knew 

our dear girl to attend a 

LIFE

Event will be outside on the 
deck where distancing is 

available and masks are optional. 
We look forward to seeing you!

In Memoriam

Memorial

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
for 

EVELYN LEE
June 29, 1918 - March 11, 2020

A memorial service for 
Evelyn Lee will be held 
on August 28, 2021, 

at 
Burgoyne United Church 

at 2pm, followed by a 
graveside interment 
service at St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church. 

A reception will follow 
at the OAP room of 

Fulford Hall.
 

If you are fully vaccinated 
and free of Covid 

symptoms, you are 
welcome to attend. 

.,

.,

In Memoriam

Computer Services
Computer Ad

Concrete & Placing
GULF COAST MATERIALS

Drafting & Design
Helset

Building Supplies

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS 
since 2008. 

Built with concrete posts. 
Barns, shops, riding arenas, 
machine sheds and more. 

Adam.s@integritybuilt.com. 
1-250-351-5374. 

www.integritybuilt.com

Free Items

FREE TRAILER

Storage

Pacifi c Rim Storage

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

www.sunstarastrology.com  1-800-836-0648  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

THIS WEEK’S  

HOROSCOPE
Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Although summer only o�  cially ends 
at the equinox in later September, 
Virgo time tends to redirect our focus 
to more practical matters and away 
from the fun-in-the-sun aspirations of 
Leo. Positively, your focus has shifted to 
� x, repair, improve and re� ne. This may 
apply to your home, your health, your 
primary relationships or your lifestyle, 
in general.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
You have entered a creative cycle. The 
early signs of this began when Venus 
entered Virgo weeks ago and was then 
followed by Mars and Mercury. Now, 
the Sun brings its vitalizing in� uence 
to this focus. The main issue is that you 
may have to give more than you would 
like. The solution may be to hire out or at 
least seek inspiration in order to activate 
your resolve.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Digging deep close to home has been an 
active theme for some weeks now. This 
has and continues to include a purging 
and puri� cation process. Depending 
on your situation, the focus may be 
external, but it may also be directed 
internally as with a cleansing process. 
The focus may also be directed to your 
perceptions, interpretations, attitudes, 
habits and emotional attachments.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
The desire to create a more beautiful, 
healthy and satisfying home environ-
ment is a motivating factor currently. 
Your focus is strong and your energy 
levels are high in this regard. Returns 
from prior e� orts have been coming in 
steadily all year. These will be revealing 
just how diligent you have been. Either 
way, invest your energies as creatively 
and constructively as you can.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Establishing a more realistic foundation 
in your overall lifestyle is underway. 
How you interpret realism depends on 
you, your life circumstances and your 
dreams and goals. Either way, your 
sights are set on the future and you are 
feeling both inspired and pressured to 
make changes, especially in your public 
and professional life.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
The Sun in your sign is a strong indica-
tion that you are in the mood to take 
new leads and initiatives. These prob-
ably began back in July and have been 
active ever since. A discernment process 
revealing who you are and are not, 
based on what you want and do not, and 
are willing to do, or not, are all featured 
in this sifting and sorting process.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
You have entered a contemplative cycle. 
Stepping back to think carefully regard-
ing your priorities is likely. Yet, you also 
feel inspired to express yourself in new 
ways. Thus, your imagination is probably 
fully activated. Creative inventiveness is 
part of this plot. However, you may be 
contending with health issues or feel 
distracted by worry due to personal and 
social instability.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Gaining a more accurate understanding of 
where you are at now in your life in light 
of both larger cycles of personal and so-
cial/collective changes is a central theme 
now. Either way, you feel determined to 
take action. One of the main obstacles is 
your own imagination. At worst, you may 
feel overwhelmed. This is the time to ‘feel 
the fear and do it anyway.’
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Changes in your public and professional 
status and outlook are underway. You 
may be undergoing a process of critical 
analysis and review. Making improve-
ments is featured and may include some 
form of reconstruction. Either way, your 
social network is likely to be extra ac-
tive of late. Expect this social dynamic 
to continue, increase and deepen in 
complexity.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
You are in a rather philosophical mood. 
You want to better understand the hu-
man condition and the complexities 
of the current and ongoing social and 
global crisis. Assuming a more balanced 
and diplomatic posture is contributing to 
pushing you to break free of assumptive 
conclusions. In the deepest reaches, you 
will review why you believe what you do.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
A cycle of change and transforma-
tion continues and deepens now. Your 
deepest needs associated with a sense 
of stability and security are featured. 
These may refer to your home and liv-
ing situation. Yet, the emphasis may be 
directed to realizing a sense of security 
beyond the material. For best results, 
identify what constitutes a realistic, 
creative dynamic.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)                
For a peace-loving dreamer, you sure can 
be a warrior at times. This is one of those 
times and will continue for some weeks 
yet. Success now depends on your abil-
ity to think critically and creatively. As 
well, your ability to accept and embrace 
change and transformation and, more-
over, to take an active lead to realize it 
without injury to yourself and others is 
the mastery you are meant to realize now.

We love you Papa! 
Dominic, Francis, 

and Josina
.,

Many thanks to Sandi Muller and all the 
wonderful sta�  at Heritage Place where 
Jan has been residing for the last year. 
Also thanks to the sta�  at the Salt Spring 
Inn for accommodating his special needs. 
Here’s to a letter from the Queen next year!

HAPPY 99th BIRTHDAY 
JAN (JOHN) ETTEMA ! ! !

The Sun, now in Virgo as of August 22, brings its solar energy to Mercury 
and Mars already in Virgo. The sign of critical thinking and analysis, Virgo 
often manifests as a strict adherence to empirical facts. In its lower or most 
basic expression, Virgo simply organizes the facts into logical compartments. 
In its higher expression, Virgo is associated with holism which can basically 
be understood as all the parts functioning with all the other parts, whereby 
the whole is greater than the sum of the parts. Holism in its most material 
expression can be recognized as a machine that requires every part in it, in 
order to function as it is intended.

Venus in Libra in its most basic expression, meanwhile, activates the 
appreciation of beauty and harmony. On a more social and political level, it 
is synchronizing with the aspiration towards fairness and justice. Of course, 
these are ever subject to perception and interpretation, which are also subject 
to spin. In like manner, the higher principles of holism present the aspiration to 
realize the higher ideal socially and politically. As it is, compartmentalization 
of perception is an ever-present factor.

SUPPORT 
LOCAL NEWS
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AT THE

Open Wednesday 
through Sunday.
5:00pm-9:00pm 
Closed Mondays 

& Tuesdays

250.537.9339
saltspringinn.com

Where Islanders 
& Friends Meet
In the Heart of Ganges

Thanks to all for 
your support throughout 

the pandemic.  It has been 
a long-haul for all of us in 

small businesses and our 
islanders have been 

wonderful supporters 
throughout; 

we heartily thank you all.

122-149 Fulford-Ganges Road

RIGHT NEAR DA BEACH

Ask about GF and 
dairy free options

Meals 
from 

$10.00

• Air Fried Chicken n Wa�  es
• Ice cream, Snow cones 
• 10:30am - 7pm daily 
• Payment methods: Square, Visa, 
M/C, Apple Pay, Google Pay, Cash, Amex 
FIND US IN THE FOOD GARDEN, 105 RAINBOW ROAD
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KITCHEN 92 OFFERS:
•  This week we have a Mumbai Inspired Staycation Menu, 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 5pm-8pm
•  Plus our regular menu and our NEW KID’S MENU

It’s easy to join, sign up today!

BRANCH 92 

•  Thursday: 5pm Meat Draw
7pm Open Mic & Jam

•  Friday: 7:30pm Table 25
•  Saturday: 7:30pm Karaoke

Dining outdoors is one of the best things 
about summer. Whether you eat at a 
restaurant, in your backyard, at the beach or 
in a local park, everything seems to taste 
bett er with some fresh air.

Salt Spring Island has a wide range of choices 
available to sati sfy your craving for a 
delicious meal you don’t have to cook 
yourself. 

All of the establishments on this page are 
ready to serve great food and drinks that 
can be enjoyed outside during our glorious 
summer months (but also indoors in some 
cases if you prefer to do that). 

We hope you will be inspired to try some new 
island taste sensati ons — al fresco style. 



For more information, visit:
www.crd.bc.ca/hhw

Keep your fuel
out of the fire.
What you throw in the garbage matters—and household waste
like batteries and chemicals can spark landfill fires if they wind
up in your trash.

Drop off old batteries at one of more than 50 locations
across the region and bring your unused or expired pool
and hot tub chemicals to Hartland Landfill for FREE. Visit
www.myrecyclopedia.ca to find a drop-off location near you.

DAVE TAYLOR
INCOMING CHAIRPERSON, LMHF

The week we made the o�er on our house, I spent a 
couple of hours in the Emergency Department with 
a broken foot. When we returned a few weeks later 

to take possession, I discovered the Emergency 
Department had literally saved a friend’s life. The 
Emergency Department is the heart of Lady Minto 

Hospital. The new Emergency Department will serve 
the community well for decades to come.

ladymintofoundation.com/lifeline
Strengthen Our Lifeline

NEW EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
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SPORTS + RECREATIONSPORTS + RECREATION+ RECREATION+ RECREATION RECREATION
GROW YOUR 
COMMUNITY

SOCCER 

Full soccer season set to unfold
Program details paint 
the picture

Yes, it has been a long wait, 
but fi nally Salt Spring United 
Soccer Club can announce a 
regular soccer season will get 
underway in September. It is 
an exciting moment for all 
our members and local soccer 
enthusiasts to see the program 
back up and fully running with 
games against Victoria opposi-
tion once again.

For those of you who have 
not signed up yet, here is what 
our program offers:

Team Programs  
a) Tots Program: ages 2-5 

years, boys and girls, basic skill 
development in a fun atmo-
sphere on Saturdays. No games.

b) House Program: a g e s 
6-9, boys and girls, advanced 
skill development on Saturdays. 
Small-sided games.

c) Euro Program: ages 10 to 

12, boys and girls, small-sided games 
against Victoria opponents, no standings 
or points, training done during the week.

d) Full-sided Programs: ages 13 to 17, 
boys and girls, full 11-a-side format, Vic-
toria, Duncan opponents, training during 
the week.

All teams currently have spaces avail-
able for more players.

Register at www.saltspringunited.com. 
For help or questions on registration con-
tact Maggie at maggiemayrn@gmail.com.

Fall Academy
Open to all boys and girls 7 and up, 

held every Friday (two exceptions) start-
ing Sept. 17 to Dec. 17. Held at Portlock 
Park, with extra training for the keen 
soccer player or just those who want 
to improve their skills. Training done 
by Josip Bratanovic (technical director), 
Ciaran Ayton (academy coach) and sev-
eral guest coaches.

Register at www.saltspringunited.com or 
contact Ciaran at ciaranayton@gmail.com.

Referees Program
Open to all boys and girls 11 years and 

older. Basic course for small-sided soccer 
will be offered this fall (TBA). Training by 
Malcolm Legg (head referee) and assis-
tants Daniel Squizzato and Dan Margo-
lese. Six training sessions during season. 
Refs are paid and club provides uniform 
and equipment. 

Register at www.saltspringunited.com 
or contact Malcolm at mallegg@shaw.ca.

 
Dates to Note

• Sept. 11: Ice Breaker Tourney – season 
start-up with small-sided games and skills 

challenge for all kids, concession, prizes 
and a shirt garage sale. Schedule to come.

• Sept. 17: Fall academy begins at Port-
lock Park. Extra training for youth who 
want to improve their skills and have fun 
doing it. Times TBA.

• Sept. 18: League play for boys/girls 
U-14 to U-17 begins.

• Sept. 25: League play begins for girls/
boys U-10 to U-13. House and Tots pro-
grams begin at Portlock.

• Sept 26: SS United involved with the 
Rotary Plank in the Park fundraiser at 
Portlock Park. Prizes to be won for all 
who participate and extra prize draws by 
SS United for all soccer youths who enter. 
Concession open for goodies.

• Sept 29: SS United AGM at a time to 
be determined in the evening. Club pres-
ents its program for 2021-22 and budget 
for approval and the executive will fi eld 
questions from the floor. Special prize 
draw for all members that attend.

Other Notes
Of course there is always more.
SS United is still looking for more 

executive members to help us with our 
program. Contact Malcolm at mallegg@
shaw.ca if interested or to volunteer.

Interested in coaching? Contact Josip 
at jbratanovic@shaw.ca to fi nd out where 
we can use you.

Interested in track suits, jackets, bags, 
etc.? Contact Greg at gstaicesku@gmail.
com.

The fall season will run until the middle 
of December and restarts with the winter 
program in the middle of January, which 
leads to cup play and tourneys as well 
as the Spring Academy. April brings the 
Windsor Plywood Spring League soccer 
program and our wrap-up tourney in late 
April.   

It’s a long season but we are glad it is 
back and we can offer a full program to 
the youth of Salt Spring. Our program is 
player driven and the executives’ goal is 
to provide the best and most fun soccer 
experience for Salt Spring youth that 
we can.

Malcolm
Legg

SOCCER
ROUNDUP 

Submit 
your 

favourite 
recipes!

Salt Spring’s Very Own...Community 

Cookbook
COMING SOON!

Email: news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
Or: drop-off in person 

250-537-9933  •  241 Fulford-Ganges Road
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Calling all 
Cooks!!

G U L F  I S L A N D S

SUPPORT LOCAL NEWS
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