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Lady Minto Hospital staff show their enthusiasm for the new emergency department that will be constructed in the current hospital parking lot area where 
they are standing. The Lady Minto Hospital Foundation is leading a community campaign to raise $2 million this summer so the $10.4-million project can 
get built as soon as possible.

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR 

Salt Spring residents are being asked to con-
tribute to a new emergency department for 
the island’s hospital, as the Lady Minto Hospital 
Foundation kicks off a dedicated “Strengthen 
Our Lifeline” fundraising drive this week. 

Plans to replace the current emergency room 
(ER) space have been underway for several years. 
While Island Health would not commit to capital 
funding for the project, when $3 million in Capi-
tal Regional Hospital District funds were secured 
last October, the LMHF decided to raise and con-
tribute the remaining funds. 

As of today, the 240-square-metre 
(4,500-square-foot) facility comes with a 
$10.4-million price tag. The LMHF is committed 
to providing $7.4 million of that total and still 
needs to raise $2 million from the broader com-
munity.  

“We are asking the community at large to 
please get behind this and put us over the top so 
we can build the new ER, which we fi rmly believe 
will ultimately be of benefi t to every single per-

son on this island,” LMHF chair Dave Taylor told 
the Driftwood last week.

Anybody who has been in or around the cur-
rent emergency department will know that the 
63-year-old space is woefully inadequate, primar-
ily due to its small size and confi guration.

Carol Biely is a LMHF board member who is 
thrilled to be chairing the fundraising campaign 
committee for such an important project. 

“Who hasn’t been in there and come away 
with three comments . . . ‘Oh boy, didn’t have 
much privacy in there! Second, how on earth 
do those wonderful staff work in that cramped 
space? How do they do it day after day?’ And 
then recently, of course, ‘How are they really 
coping with infection control issues’ because it is 
so small.’” 

Taylor said the new ER plan was developed 
after consultation with hospital and Island Health 
staff, and the facility should be able to serve the 
island’s population for the next several decades.

“It is a really good plan,” he said. “It deals with 
the infection control problem in an effective way. 
It provides space for the medical team and their 

equipment — safely. That is a real issue when 
you have an emergency trauma case: Just getting 
the equipment and the team around the patient 
to triage them and stabilize them and get them 
over to Victoria [if needed].”

The new emergency department will have a 
triage desk and waiting room, and the nursing 
station will have better sight lines so staff can 
keep an eye on all patient bays.

“There is a dedicated room for mental health 
and substance use treatment, which is at the 
front end of the issues we face on this island,” 
Taylor added. 

In addition to contributing more than $1.4 
million of LMHF reserve funds, fundraising team 
members have been working intensely for the 
past six months, directly contacting individuals 
and organizations deemed to be supportive. 
Among the $4 million in pledges gathered to 
date are two $1-million donations from indi-
viduals who wish to remain anonymous at this 
point.
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Earl Grey is a very 
friendly cat who just 
loves to tell any who 
will listen his life story.  
If interested in meeting 
him, please fi ll out an 
online application at 
spca.bc.ca.

Brought to you courtesy 
of the 

Murakami family

Foundation aims to meet target by Thanksgiving
Biely said the foundation is delighted 

with the level of support shown so far. 
“It just speaks to this wonderful com-

munity that really believes in this hospital. 
It has given us the confidence to move for-
ward on this community campaign.” 

The LMHF team is also pleased that the 
Salt Spring Island Foundation has made a 
major contribution with $100,000 from the 
Shaw Family Community Fund. 

“We believe this contribution honours 
the legacy of the Shaw family, an island 
farming family that resolutely support-
ed our community,” said SSIF chair Brian 
Lawson. “The Lady Minto Hospital and 
emergency department are an essential 
and important service for our island com-

munity and one with significant benefit 
for all, now and into the future.”

Kirsten Reite Architecture of Vancouver, 
which specializes in designing health-
care facilities, is the contracted architec-
tural firm. The project is currently at the 
detailed design phase, and should go to 
tender this fall. Once all approvals are 
received, actual construction is expected 
to take 15 months. A May 2023 opening 
is the goal. 

Biely and Taylor are confident the expan-
sion can be completed for $10.4 million, 
despite the current climate of rising con-
structions costs, with $2.7 million of the 
total consisting of three significant con-
tingencies. (As well, $400,000 has already 
been added to last year’s estimate due to 
rising lumber and other material costs.)

People who want to donate to the 
campaign can visit the website ladymin-
tofoundation.com/lifeline or respond to 
the brochure that should be in island 
mailboxes this week.

The foundation hopes the $2 million 

needed can be secured by Thanksgiving 
and encourages everyone to contribute 
what they can. 

“We want everybody to feel it is their 
project, because it is their hospital and 
everybody cares about it,” said Biely.  

ISLANDS TRUST 

Policy update alarms islanders

Trustee stresses public 
input period on draft just 
beginning

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Residents of many communities in 
the Islands Trust Area have become con-
cerned about a project to update the 
Trust Policy Statement, but officials say 
any changes that have been proposed are 
far from the “done deal” some people 
have proclaimed. 

Salt Spring trustee Laura Patrick said 
Friday she had received many phone calls 
and emails from people who were upset 
Islands Trust Council is scheduled to con-
sider first reading of a new draft policy 
statement without the public being invit-
ed to comment on it first.

“It is the right way to go forward,” 
Patrick said regarding first reading. “It’s 
going to be fair and transparent and out 
there, and this is the way to do it. Let’s get 
a proper draft on the table, and then let’s 
get feedback on it.”

Patrick also faced questions about the 
issue from a crowd of about 50 residents 
at Friday’s ASK Salt Spring session in the 
United Church meadow who felt the Trust 
was trying to push through major changes 
without proper public consultation. 

Patrick noted the Trust’s programs com-
mittee has produced an evolving docu-
ment under the “Islands 2050” project, 
with two sets of amendments to date 
in order to present an initial version for 
Trust Council’s consideration. At least two 
different versions of the draft have been 
circulating through social media since the 
programs committee’s last meeting on 
June 15 and neither one is correct, she said. 

Patrick said there are parts of the pro-
posed amendments she doesn’t agree 
with herself, but she is committed to the 
sequence of events. Many more amend-
ments and editing can be expected before 
the statement gets to second reading, 
and even after that. 

“I’m not blessing the policy — I’m bless-
ing the process,” Patrick said.

People who are concerned that massive 
changes are coming without any chance 
to stop them have listed several key issues 
of concern. Top of mind for some is a pro-
posed amendment that would prohibit 
new private docks through the entire 
Trust area, along with seawalls and other 
hard surfaces at the shoreline. Changes to 
definitions about agriculture and forestry 
as valuable traditional activities have also 
been flagged. Due to new areas of focus 
on reconciliation and climate change, 
draft language proposes that small-scale 
sustainable agriculture that increases local 
food security be prioritized. Maintain-
ing tree cover as a priority has also been 
added to one draft. 

John Money, a Saturna resident who 
formerly served as an islands trustee for 
21 years, has written to several provincial 
ministries to protest what he terms to 
be a “heavy handed” policy statement 
and “an abuse of power” that would 
negate a local Trust committee’s ability 
to meet their community’s unique situa-
tions. Money said the process should be 
paused until town hall meetings can be 
conducted in person.

“A major policy review that dictates 
to every community and their official 
community plans should be taken out to 
each and every community, to as many 
local meetings as it takes for residents 
to understand and come to some kind 
of consensus,” Money wrote. “For the 

Islands Trust to expect the residents of 
all the communities in the Trust area 
to go onto the Islands Trust website to 
find the huge number of changes being 
done with no consultation is unrealistic, 
undemocratic and very poor thinking; I 
would go so far as to say that a very lim-
ited number of residents even know that 
this is happening.”

The Islands Trust issued a statement 
Friday assuring constituents the project 
is still in its early phase and that plenty of 
opportunities for input will be offered. 
The first formal opportunity will be a 
town hall session taking place on Zoom 
from 7 to 9 p.m. on July 7. The event runs 
the evening before Islands Trust Council 
considers first reading of the draft policy 
statement amendments. 

“This is typically the stage where peo-
ple get more deeply interested and com-
ment on specific proposed policies,” Trust 
Council chair Peter Luckham observed in 
the statement. “We invite everyone to 
read the document cover to cover to get 
a complete understanding about what 
is being proposed, the rationale and the 
commitment to reconciliation.”

Luckham said people will have at least 
three months after first reading to provide 
feedback by email or letter, and there will 
also be a survey open for several weeks. 
Information about the draft bylaw will be 
provided on the Islands Trust website and 
at online open houses. 

“All feedback will be considered as we 
work towards a revised version for second 
reading,” Luckham said. 

More information, including the Islands 
2050 project timeline, can be found at 
islandstrust.bc.ca.

For a story on Friday’s ASK Salt Spring 
session, see the gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
website. 

LADY MINTO
continued from 1

IMAGE COURTESY LADY MINTO HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

Rendering of the future emergency department at Lady Minto Hospital. 

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Myles Wilson, centre with microphone, expresses concerns about a proposed ban on future private dock construction in the Trust 
Area that has appeared in a draft revised Islands Trust Policy Statement, as well as the process involved in creating the draft to date, 
at an ASK Salt Spring session on Friday.
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Help build a 
NEW EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT

Strengthen Our Lifeline

ladymintofoundation.com/lifeline to donate todayladymintofoundation.com/lifeline to donate today

We would like to thank all of the 
many loyal customers we’ve had 
over the years. We appreciate 
your trust. 
Special thanks to Tim Doerksen, 
who was with us for almost 
15 years.
Now, off to the boat! 

             ~ GYLE AND SAM

PARKS AND RECREATION

Kanaka maintenance yard rezoning paused
PARC seeks more 
info on Rainbow Road 
potential

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The Salt Spring Parks and Rec-
reation Commission has reconsid-
ered a plan to rezone two lots on 
Kanaka Road as maintenance yards 
with their Rainbow Road recre-
ation site newly raised as a possible 
alternative.

The Capital Regional District 
commission voted at their April 
meeting to direct staff to pursue 
rezoning of the adjoining proper-
ties at 210 and 220 Kanaka Rd., 
where a modular staff building 
and storage yards are currently 
located. That step would bring the 
existing use into zoning compli-
ance and facilitate new building 
construction to replace the aging 
structure. 

After discussing the matter again 

on June 15, some commissioners 
agreed with staff that Kanaka 
Road is the best option under the 
circumstances. A small majority, 
however, decided more informa-
tion was needed about Rainbow 
Road. 

“I’m very concerned about a con-
tentious rezoning application, how 
long it’s going to take and what it’s 
going to do to our reputation in 
the community,” said commission-
er John Gauld, who emerged as a 
strong supporter of the Rainbow 
Road option. 

Some concerns that com-
missioners have raised with the 
Kanaka Road plan include bring-
ing increased traffic through a 
residential neighbourhood, being 
adjacent to Gulf Islands Second-
ary School and a desire for more 
housing. The existing zoning and a 
historic density transfer from PARC 
to a developer, in which the con-
ditions were never fulfilled, has 
led some to suggest the property 
would be an ideal location for an 

affordable housing project.
Commissioner Randy Cunning-

ham said his main concern was the 
rezoning process. Staff have sug-
gested it may be changing the defi-
nition of the use to public services 
might be sufficient. 

“Trying to get anything through 
the Islands Trust these days is a 
bear. So if it is just a definition issue, 
Kanaka would seem to be the bet-
ter risk to take,” Cunningham said. 

Commissioners and staff main-
ly agree the third option of Port-
lock Park is not preferred, in part 
because it is already heavily used 
by a variety of different sports com-
peting for space. A master plan for 
reconfiguration is being developed. 

“I would hate to see the plan-
ning and opportunities at Port-
lock Park be constrained by having 
a substantial maintenance yard 
there,” commissioner Drew Boda-
ly commented. “And it seems to 
me, having trucks and other indus-
trial equipment and buildings is 
a bit incompatible with Portlock 

Park as a recreational area, and 
would constrain what we could do 
in the public consultation process 
and the decisions … We want big-
ger playing fields, we want bigger 
courts to play on. We want a lot of 
different things at Portlock Park 
in the future. If we put a mainte-
nance yard there we tie one hand 
behind our backs before we even 
get started.”

Salt Spring Parks and Rec man-
ager Dan Ovington outlined a 
number of issues with the Rainbow 
Road property as well. The zon-
ing allows maximum lot coverage 
of 25 per cent. It currently has an 
aquatic centre and a daycare build-
ing and a new multi-use room is 
under construction. 

Gauld pointed out the Rainbow 
Road property is 7.82 acres in size 
and could therefore legally host 
nearly two acres of building, or 
85,000 square feet. 

“Basically you could build two 
new hockey rinks on that property, 
and you still wouldn’t have 25 per 

cent coverage … so it really doesn’t 
make sense to me to rile up the 
neighbourhood when we have a 
property that has all sorts of built 
area permitted,” Gauld said. 

Ovington said another problem 
with Rainbow Road is construction 
would likely need to be located 
in the forested area, but that for-
est is a former heron rookery and 
laws state any nests must fall down 
naturally before the trees they are 
in can be removed.

“One of the concerns there is 
it is the only property zoned for 
indoor recreation,” added com-
mission chair Sonja Collombin. 
“Portlock is our biggest outdoor 
recreation property —  Rainbow 
Road has the future of any indoor 
recreation. And second to that, we 
have to consider that cutting down 
trees for a maintenance yard is not 
optional. We have to consider that 
is just as contentious for the pub-
lic.”

Ovington will report back at an 
upcoming meeting. 

COVID-19

‘Near normal’ return to school expected in September
Province ends learning group 
requirement

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

School District 64 administrators are shifting 
gears to produce school timetables for this fall 
that will closely resemble pre-pandemic days.

B.C. Education Minister Jennifer Whiteside 
and provincial health officer Dr. Bonnie Henry 
announced Thursday that schools won’t have to 
use the learning group model to keep students 
and teachers in small cohorts come September. 
That means timetables with more movement 
between classrooms and other activities will 
be permitted as long as COVID-19 transmission 
rates in the province stay low.

Henry said provincial data shows schools were 
not significant sources of COVID-19 transmis-
sion, and with high vaccination rates through-
out B.C., those measures will no longer be 
necessary. 

“This was a very different school year for 
everyone, and school communities have done an 
exemplary job adapting to the challenges we all 
faced,” Henry said during the announcement. 
“Now, as we transition to a new phase and con-
tinue with immunizations throughout the prov-
ince, students and educators can look forward 
to returning to a school environment that will 
be much closer to what they are accustomed to.”

At Gulf  Is lands Secondary School,  the 
announcement means the quarterly timetable 
used for the current school year will be replaced 
with the more usual semester system.

“Administration would like to personally 
thank our entire school community (students, 
staff, parents and community) for their resil-
ience and ability to adapt to the quarter system,” 
states a message sent out Thursday. “Continuing 
to support student success at GISS is at the heart 
of what we do, and it was evident all year long 
in our classrooms, around the school grounds, in 
our hallways and even at the Farmers’ Institute.” 

Ian Mitchell, president of the Gulf Islands 
Teachers’ Association, said teachers are so busy 
wrapping up the end of the school year that he 
hadn’t had time to digest what the shift back 
will mean. However, he’s found teachers and 
students alike are especially exhausted this June 
and COVID has added a new dynamic. In general, 
he feels optimistic about leaving the learning 
group program behind.

“We the teachers were not big fans of the 
cohort situation anyway,” Mitchell said. 

SD64 superintendent of schools Scott Benwell 
agreed the news is optimistic.

“I get the sense that students, staff and fami-
lies are all looking forward to a more normal 
September,” Benwell said. “I think it’s fair to say 
people are weary of the pandemic and anything 
that points to normality in our lives is a good 
thing, and that is equally true of education.”

Benwell further noted the Gulf Islands district 
had fared well, with no reported transmission 
of the coronavirus at school or on district trans-
portation. 

“Staff should be recognized for a very safe 
operation during the pandemic,” he said.

According to the provincial announcement, 
guidance on wearing masks in school settings 

will be confirmed later this summer in alignment with broader pro-
vincial direction for the fall and winter. 

“Students will continue to be required to complete daily health 
checks, stay home when feeling sick and practise diligent hand 
hygiene. Public health teams and school health officers will con-
tinue to closely monitor cases of COVID-19 in schools and the 
community, and will continue to provide support and guidance as 
schools return in the fall.”
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Lifeline 
leadership

F
ew facilities or 
institutions on Salt 
Spring Island touch all 
residents’ lives.

Of the ones that do, Lady Minto Hospital probably 
tops the list for impact. And within our much-loved 
community hospital, the emergency room (ER) may 
be the most important corner of the place.

Anyone who has been in the ER will know that 
the space is no longer adequate for the demand, 
and that’s been the case for a long time. The few 
available beds provide no privacy whatsoever, and 
hospital and ambulance service staff must work in 
an extremely tight space. The ability to deal with 
emergency mental health and substance use issues 
is severely handicapped, something that will be 
addressed by dedicated space for that purpose in 
the new ER. 

Knowing the hospital’s importance to commu-
nity members, the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foun-
dation (LMHF), which 
provides funds for 
equipment purchases, 
staff training and other 
needs, decided to take 
the lead on fundraising 
for a new ER. When the 
Capital Regional District 
Board agreed last fall 
to contribute $3 million 
through its hospital dis-
trict function, the goal 
seemed attainable. 

Through use of $1.4 million of its reserves, and 
$4 million already pledged, the $10.4 million total 
required is in sight for the hospital foundation. 
To gather the remaining $2 million, the LMHF has 
created a community campaign with a tag line of 
Strengthen Our Lifeline. A brochure with a donation 
form has gone out to all Salt Spring Island mailboxes, 
and the ladymintofoundation.com/lifeline page has 
more information and can accept donations online. 

It is true that the foundation could use more of its 
reserves to fund the rest of the project, but as foun-
dation chair Dave Taylor and capital campaign chair 
Carol Biely point out, the hospital has many other 
needs requiring foundation funds in the near future.

As well, a dedicated community campaign gives 
islanders a sense of ownership in the new facility. 
When the ER opens sometime in 2023, everyone 
who has contributed in the coming months will feel 
they have helped build something truly meaningful 
for Salt Spring.  

Lady Minto Hospital has never felt like a soul-less 
healthcare institution. It really is the beating heart 
of our community, and a new emergency depart-
ment will keep it that way for decades to come.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Emergency 
department 
campaign

WE SAY:
Worthy of 
support

Power struggle continues
BY FRANTS ATTORP

The spirit of Machiavelli 
lives on. For proof, look no 
further than the review of 
the Islands Trust Policy State-
ment, the umbrella docu-
ment that is supposed to pre-
serve and protect the Gulf 
Islands into the future.

The saga of the review 
started in the fall of 2019 
with an extensive — and 
expensive — public consul-
tation process called Islands 
2050. That exercise, which 
involved 24 events and gen-
erated input from about 
1,500 people, confi rmed that 
the vast majority of respon-
dents valued nature and 
were concerned, above all, 
with protection of the natu-
ral environment.

Given these results, one 
would think Trust Council 
would immediately make 
environmental protection its 
top priority, but not so! The 
March 2021 meeting saw 
the defeat of two separate 
motions to do just this.

Those who voted down 
the motions have given 
various reasons. Salt Spring’s 
Laura Patrick repeats her 
sustainable development 
mantra even as environ-
mental indicators fl ash red 
across the Trust Area, while 
Gambier trustee Dan Rogers 
pushes the faux argument 
that prioritizing the envi-
ronment would preclude all 
development.

Despite this tragic turn, 
the draft policy statement 
now lists the following as 
a guiding principle: “Trust 
Council commits to place 
priority on preserving and 
protecting the integrity of 
the environment and Indig-
enous cultural heritage in 
all decision-making.” Huh? 
Wasn’t the environmental 
part just defeated?

A second guiding principle 
says “the primary responsi-
bility of Trust Council is to 
provide leadership for the 
preservation and protec-
tion of the unique ameni-
ties and environment of the 
Trust Area.” This contradicts 
the above guiding principle 
since Trust Council decided 
in 1994 that “unique ame-
nities” includes community 
needs. How can the Trust 
prioritize both the natural 
environment and the forces 
that damage it?

Nothing makes sense, 
but there’s an even greater 
conundrum: the policy state-
ment on its own is toothless 
without the policy statement 
Implementation, a totally 
separate document that 
instructs local Trust commit-
tees how to comply with the 
policy statement.

Unfortunately, that docu-
ment contains various escape 

clauses allowing local Trust 
committees to circumvent 
the policy statement, includ-
ing when there are problems 
“balancing two or more 
components of the policy 
statement that cannot be 
achieved simultaneously.” 
Could there be a more bla-
tant admission that social, 
economic and environmen-
tal goals are confl icting?

But there’s more. Even 
though the implementation 
document is supposed to 
reflect the contents of the 
policy statement, it does not 
currently identify anything as 
a priority. “Policy statement 
implementation” is consid-
ered an in-house document 
and, as such, is not open to 
public discussion during the 
policy statement review. So 
much for transparency and 
public process!

If you are wondering 
what’s going on, be aware 
there is a massive power 
struggle taking place within 
the Islands Trust and it’s caus-
ing great confusion. Some 
have likened it to an identity 
crisis.

In the end, protection of 
the islands will depend on 
who we elect as trustees, but 
having a clear policy state-
ment along with implemen-
tation directives that refl ect 
the will of the people can’t 
hurt. Send your comments to 
Trust Council at execadmin@
islandstrust.bc.ca.
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OPINION
“Trying to get anything through the 

Islands Trust these days is a bear.”
RANDY CUNNINGHAM, SSI PARC MEMBER

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED: What’s your 
strategy for dealing 
with the heat wave?

SHANE WILSON

Jump in the 
lake.

JESSICA HILL

Get some 
forest time 
and probably 
make some 
watermelon 
slushies.

SHELDON HEPPNER

Having a hot 
coffee in the 
shade.

TERESA WHITEHOUSE

Doing as little 
as possible and 
wearing lots 
of sunscreen.

THOMAS JOHN

I guess 
kayaking. 
That’s my 
afternoon 
plan.

Firefighters 
get kudos

On behalf of the Salt Spring 
Island Fire Protection District 
board of trustees, I am writing 
today to thank our Salt Spring 
Island Fire Rescue members 
for their excellent work at the 
Windsor Plywood fire on June 1.

The fire was called in by a 
member of the public and iden-
tified as alarm bells at Muraka-
mi Gardens. Thanks to our new 
24/7 staffing model, a fully 
equipped fire engine was on 
scene within minutes and the 
call was identified as a commer-
cial structure fire at Windsor 
Plywood. 

Historically, a duty offi-
cer would have responded to 
the scene from their home in 
a vehicle without water and 
it may have taken that officer 

up to 15 minutes to get there, 
depending on where they lived. 
This case shows the new staff-
ing model is unquestionably 
improving response times. 

While the main building 
was lost, the fact that the sur-
rounding buildings and mate-
rials were saved is remarkable, 
especially given the massive 
fuel load within the main 
building and the radiant heat 
from the resulting fire. An 
investigator had said during his 
review that he had anticipated 
the surrounding buildings and 
materials would have been 
destroyed. 

Our fire department used 
strategic water placement with 
limited resources to achieve this 
save. The single most impor-
tant fact is that there were no 
injuries, either to the public or 
among the 26 members that 
responded with eight appara-

tus in the over 16 hours it took 
to control the fire. This speaks 
to the fantastic management of 
such a dangerous event. 

We would like to extend a 
special thank you to our paid-
on-call volunteers who showed 
up and worked to the point of 
exhaustion. I would also like 
thank the employers of those 
members for allowing them to 
be of service to the community 
when they were needed. Our 
community depends on their 
availability and willingness to 
act in these times of crisis. 

We would also like to put 
on record our appreciation 
for all the efforts by individu-
als and local businesses to sup-
port Windsor Plywood and its 
employees in these challenging 
times for the firm. 

PER SVENDSEN, 
CHAIR, BOARD OF TRUSTEES,
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Don’t delay
federal 
climate bill

I don’t think they get it 
 . . . the Liberal Party of Canada 
that is. 

Hurrying to break for the 
summer they wish to leave Bill 
C-12, Canada’s climate law, on 
the table. 

Oh yes, now I see it, there is a 
part of the bill that will legally 
bind them to emission targets. 
That would be an uncomfort-
able fit for the Liberals. Delay 
and inaction on this nation’s 
most pressing issue, climate 
change, is where they’re at. 

This is no way to win the 
votes they crave. 

We can’t afford to wait. 

KATHLEEN MASER,
SALT SPRING

BY DIANNE CLEMENT
Over the last months we have been pre-

sented with many letters and opinions on 
water resources and forest practices, which 
I have read with interest and incredible dis-
tress. As a senior who has owned land on 
Salt Spring Island since the 1960s I feel I must 
comment on both the conclusions and lob-
bying that has taken place to reach these 
conclusions.

Several years ago, the Trust hired a well-
respected consulting firm, Golder and Associ-
ates, to do a study of wells and water resourc-
es on Salt Spring Island. I sat in on several 
community information sessions and I was 
impressed with the organization and presen-
tations. The impression I was left with was 
one of an island where the water resources 
were plentiful, and I believe they concluded 
that the water resources were sufficient to 
support a much larger population. They talk-
ed about recharge rates of existing wells, and 
overflow being much the same as it has been 
for years. 

At the conclusion of the study, I felt 
confidence in the water resources on Salt 
Spring, so imagine my surprise when I dis-
covered that this was one of many water 
studies done since 1995. Many do not have 
definitive conclusions, but only suggest new 
things for the next study to investigate. It 
appeared to me that the Trust did not get 
the answer they wanted and went looking 
for a new consultant to tell them what they 
wanted to hear.

About the same time, I was contacted by 
the Ministry of Environment with a concern 
about a “pond” which my family had filled 
in the 1950s. Several dams throughout the 
province had ruptured, causing significant 
damage and resulting in the ministry look-
ing at all ponds with the intention of get-
ting rid of them or having them completely 
deconstructed and rebuilt at the owner’s 
cost. After hiring an engineer (as required by 
the province), who I must say concluded that 
our pond was one of the safest he had ever 
seen, I approached the Trust for support in 
keeping our pond. I was turned down and 
in short order decommissioned the pond, 
dumping an estimated five million gallons of 
water, destroying the habitat for a few bea-
ver families and many owls who lived and 

bathed in the pond. It also affected the 
water table for all the surrounding homes 
and the community well for Scott Point as 
previously the seasonal stream would dry 
but the water continued to seep from the 
pond into the ground throughout the sum-
mer and fall.

But the most ridiculous water situation is 
very recent. A good friend, who lives close 
to but not adjacent to St. Mary Lake, applied 
to build a garage and harvest the rainwa-
ter. She was told that she could not harvest 
the water but must let the water run into 
a water garden, complete with swales, so 
that it will become “ground water.” Please 
explain how this is different than watering 
a vegetable garden and letting the water 
become “ground water.”

The same level of foolishness has infected 
discussion of our forests. Most Salt Spring 
residents are very protective of our forests. 
This is not to say that trees are not cut down 
for many reasons, but most of us want to be 
surrounded by the natural forest and the 
wildlife in it. Occasionally, we see a large clear 
cut, which many of us regret, but if you drive 
down any residential road on Salt Spring, you 
cannot help but be impressed by the tower-
ing trees, fir, hemlock, cedar, maple, arbutus 
and other varieties, which dwarf the homes 
built in the shadows of the trees. Most of 
these trees are second growth as the island 
was substantially logged in the early 1900s. 
We do not need to have endless regulations 
passed to protect these trees; the residents 
have demonstrated by their actions that 
they are up to the task. Some home builders 
remove the largest trees from a building site 
knowing that the smaller ones will fill in the 
gaps in a few years.

If it is necessary to prevent clearing a large 
acreage, develop a regulation which accom-
plishes that rather than the outrageous regu-
lations suggested in the Douglas-fir ecosys-
tem paper, which look like they could impact 
every homeowner on the island.

I wonder how many islanders realize that 
the Douglas-fir ecosystem covers a large por-
tion of southwest British Columbia, including 

Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, much of 
the area around Whistler and Sechelt and 
Vancouver-Surrey-White Rock. I believe this 
zone also extends into the northwest United 
States. How many other areas are covered by 
this cut restriction? None that I am aware of!

I am concerned that many of the advisory 
groups are lobbies for a specific goal. Wheth-
er it is to diminish farming on the island, or to 
control the shared water supplies or simply 
gather power into the hands of a few non-
elected bureaucrats I do not know.

What I do know is that Salt Spring Island 
is a community of approximately 12,000 per-
sons situated in a world of almost eight bil-
lion. If you chase all the residents off the 
island and let it completely return to nature, 
it will have essentially no impact on climate 
change. We are already one of the spaces 
with a clean and green mentality. We are 
efficient recyclers and composters, have more 
green vehicles and heat pumps  per capita 
than almost anywhere in Canada and many 
of us try to practise a 100-mile diet or even 
Carolyn Herriot’s The Zero Mile Diet to sup-
port local growers and limit long-distance 
trucking.

I am a firm believer in the science behind 
climate change. Moreover, I believe that each 
one of us must do our part in fighting this 
climate war, but that we do not all have to 
make the same changes. Many small changes 
can have a large effect. For example, think 
how many shoppers now carry reusable bags, 
an idea which was unthinkable 20 years ago, 
but which has saved a lot of plastic from the 
streets and landfills, as well as saving many 
trees from becoming paper bags. Govern-
ments need to be encouraged to support 
the transition from fossil fuel heating sys-
tems and vehicle fuel in a timely manner, but 
equally we all need to buy fewer disposable 
clothes and electronics, and use less cement 
and asphalt, all high on the emissions scale. 
There are many actions that each one of 
us can take voluntarily which will aid in the 
fight far more effectively than passing more 
government regulations.

The Islands Trust was put in place with a 
mandate to “preserve and protect,” not to 
encourage extreme lobbies to overthrow the 
cherished way of life desired and protected 
by Salt Spring residents.

On-island water and forest practices prove sound
INDEPTH
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National Indigenous History Month marked
June is National Indigenous History 

Month, and it is with a heavy heart 
that we acknowledge all the children 
who lost their lives in the residential 
schools that were a pivotal part of the 
federal government policy to assimi-
late Indigenous people starting in the 
late 19th century and running until the 
1990s.

In May, Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
Kukp i7  (Ch ie f )  Rosanne  Cas im i r 
announced the preliminary findings 
of the bodies of 215 children on the 
grounds of the Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School. There were 18 such 
schools in British Columbia and many 
of the survivors, who have courageous-
ly shared their experiences in those 
schools, warn us to expect more stories 
of unmarked graves.

The federal and provincial govern-
ment policy can be summed up in the 
statements of Duncan Campbell Scott, 
who was the Deputy Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs from 1913-1932. He 
said, “Our objective is to continue until 
there is not a single Indian in Canada 
that has not been absorbed into the 
body politic and there is no Indian 
question, and no Indian Department.”

As we unpack the colonial history of 
British Columbia, our eyes are opening 
to the deplorable treatment of Indig-
enous people by European settlers.

Those Europeans claimed the land in 
North America was empty, that there 
were no humans living here. This is 
called the doctrine of terra nullius, 
meaning “nobody’s land.” Paired with 
the Doctrine of Discovery, going back 
to the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas, which 
resolved non-Christian lands could be 
colonized, it resulted in Europeans 
asserting sovereignty to the land.

We now see these doctrines as racist. 
However, what many British Columbi-
ans do not know is that they are the 
foundation of our province, and they 

are still at the heart of the laws, policies 
and practices of our government today.

On Oct. 7, 1763, King George issued 
the royal proclamation, which was the 
first legal recognition of aboriginal 
rights and title and is recognized in the 
Canadian Constitution. Now, 258 years 
later, the question about rights and 
title over the land remains at the cen-
tre of the protests and disputes that 
have occurred over the past decades.

To be clear, the conflict does not 
come from honouring human rights, 
it comes from denying and violating 
them.  

It is important to acknowledge posi-
tive change. In recent years there has 
been an important evolution in Cana-
dian society, following Idle No More 
(2012), the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (2015) and the National 
Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (2019).  

In November 2019, the provincial 
government unanimously passed the 
Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples Act. This law ensures 
the entrenchment of the declaration, 
developed by the United Nations, over 
the next decade through a democratic 

process.
British Columbia was the first juris-

diction in North America to pass such 
a law and included the commitment of 
government to develop an action plan 
and annual report.

These are critical accountability mea-
sures that allow us to understand the 
objectives of government and track 
their achievements. On June 11 the 
consultation draft of the action plan 
was released. It is the result of a collab-
orative process with Indigenous lead-
ership organizations and represents 
the bare minimum of what govern-
ment commits to accomplishing over 
the next five years.

We all have an individual and collec-
tive responsibility to reconcile the hor-
rific history of how our Crown govern-
ments treated and continue to treat 
Indigenous people and nations.

I am thankful for all the people in 
Saanich North and the Islands who have 
reached out with love and compassion. 
I encourage you to continue to learn 
about our history and to demand that 
all orders of government do everything 
possible in advancing our commitments 
to a more just society. 

Old growth poem
BY LIADAN FORD
F U L F O R D  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L  N AT U R E  4 / 5  C L A S S

Old growth.
Our world is a beauty, all daisies and rue.
The wise old growth trees, strong and true.
The ancient remnants, from a time long ago,
The world of tree giants that sway to and fro.
Our great past was viewed and seen,
By the eldest of trees, they know everything.
All of the lives they cradle up there,
Held by their palms that dance in the air.
They know the way of the squirrel, the way of the bees,
The cultures of frog, the song of the breeze,
Trees cannot speak with gesture or word,
They are the keepers of secrets unheard.
Those who don’t make a sound can sing like a bird.
To those who sit by trunk, nest in the tree,
With the perspective the old growth see,
The tree of the wood, the creature, the lake,
are all the world in the breathtaking view.
They can enlighten, with knowledge known few.
The loss of these trees is the loss of such wisdom.
The silent trees can mentor anyone who is with them.
Being with trees, being up in a tree, by the roots of the tree,
But mentally with the tree as well.
Look at the lofty branches, the strong guardians against the rain.
It’s great trunk, scattered with it’s children, the seeds.
Quietly mourning the deaths of it’s hundreds of brothers and sisters,
Who once all stood tall, watching time through a soft sway with the   
breeze. Murdered by the horrid greed of those who would not even 
flinch at the chopping of a great ancient tree.
By those who disrespect the lives of the squirrels, birds, trees, and count
less others, By those who think a tree is below them, that they are above 
all other walks of life. The trees, unlike us human beings, are grand.
They are endlessly generous, in ways we never could be.
They are wise. Knowing and living longer and better.
These trees that are quiet and strong, yet we disrespect them.
At times we take and take insatiably, without giving back.
The trees are our superiors, our friends, relatives, and supporters.
The slaughter of these trees is a betrayal, for they have always been kind.
Great trees, stand strong till the end. Do not ever give in, defy the 
injustice.
To the trees we have lost, remembrance of your wisdom, majesty, and 
guidance. All of them defenceless, forever rest in peace.
To those who are right and strong, protesting and speaking for the great 
trees, forever remember,
The courageous, the strong, the good,
Are kind.

Editor’s note: Teacher Alison Bain said her student Liadan Ford 
wrote the above poem spontaneously after a presentation on the 
Fairy Creek issue and discussion about activism.

Adam Olsen
MLA’S 

REPORT
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DR RON REZNICK
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AMBASSADOR

The Lady Minto Hospital has always been the jewel of the 
island and its major hub for health care. Without the hospital, 

I could not have provided the level of professional care 
and attention I wanted for my patients. Having access to 

emergency services has been a major factor for many people 
choosing island life. In “the old days,” the one room Emergency 
Department was the life-saving core of the hospital. In 1988, it 

was upgraded to the small, four-stretcher Emergency Room we 
use today. Now, 33 years later, our population has outgrown 
our little ER and it’s time for a new Emergency Department. 

Let’s make sure we can continue to provide emergency care in 
the best possible way.

ladymintofoundation.com/lifeline
Strengthen Our Lifeline

NEW EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

expert ADVICE CALL 250-537-9933
TO BE A PART OF THIS POPULAR FEATURE!

JUNE 2

Real Estate

JAN 
MACPHERSON

BUYERS: Before removing all subject 
conditions measure your new home as 
required, for draperies, carpeting & future 
furniture arrangement as you will likely not 
be inside the house before moving day.
INSURANCE: Be sure to inform your insurance agent of the 
dates, especially if the house is vacant, to ensure valid coverage 
& arrange to have the house checked as per requirements of 
insurance policy. 
UTILITIES: Arrange electricity, cablevision, water, sewer & 
private garbage collection as applicable. It is advisable to book 
phone/internet WELL AHEAD of moving day to avoid delays.
BANKING: It is handy to set up affiliation or transfer accounts 
BEFORE moving in order to arrange direct debit for mortgage 
& utility payments.
SELLERS: If necessary, book professional carpet & house 
cleaners in advance as time evaporates as the moving van rolls up!  
Phone me for an excellent cleaner!

Plan ahead, minimize stress & be kind to your self!

Moving Checklists

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 2 0

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(BC) - GOLD AWARD 2020 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

JAN 13

Financial Advice

I’d like to align my 
investments with my ethics 
and values. Can you help?

Ethical investing is an area that I’m particularly 
passionate about. I’m also proud to say that my team at Island Savings has a 
lengthy history of providing socially responsible investment options. In days 
gone by, ethical investors sometimes had to compromise on the performance 
of their investments. This is simply no longer the case – there’s a large and 
growing number of outstanding values-based investment options, products 
and strategies. Whether you simply want to avoid certain industries like 
tobacco or military products, for example, or you want to ensure your 
investments are divested from fossil fuels, there are solutions for you. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re just starting out as an investor or if you’re highly 
experienced: you can ensure that your entire portfolio is invested responsibly 
in companies that are committed to making a positive impact on our planet. 
Unfortunately, not all financial advisors have significant experience with 
socially responsible investing, so if this is important to you, make sure you 
find an advisor who does. I’m happy to suggest one, if you like!

DEC 26

SCOTT HOWE

Scott Howe BA, PFP®, CFP®, CPCA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor

Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca

First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered 
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc. 

Scott Howe BA, PFP®, CFP®, CPCA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor

Island Savings Wealth Management, a division of FW Wealth 
Management ltd. / Credential Securities

250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca
Mutual funds, other securities and securities related fi nancial planning services are offered through Credential Securities, a 
division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc. Financial planning services are available only from advisors who hold fi nancial planning 
accreditation from applicable regulatory authorities. Credential Securities is a registered mark owned by Aviso Wealth Inc.

Self-interest, not charity, at play
BY GWYNNE DYER

At the recent G7 summit, U.S. presi-
dent Joe Biden promised to distribute 
500 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
free to the poorer countries by the 
middle of next year. That’s more than a 
drop in the bucket, but not much more. 
A tablespoon in the bucket, perhaps.

And the other six “Gs” (Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the 
United Kingdom) have pledged around 
the same number of free jabs for poor 
countries on the same timetable. So 
around a year from now the seven rich-
est Western countries will have given 
out around one billion free doses of 
COVID vaccines. Pretty generous, no?

No. China leads all the G7 countries 
combined in the number of doses it has 
delivered to poorer countries in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. Most are sold 
at close to cost price, and sometimes, 
for the poorest, with cheap credit as 
an added attraction. Around half of all 
the doses going to the less-developed 
countries are Chinese.

China is not sacrifi cing its own people 
for this: it has already vaccinated about 
40 per cent of its population, roughly 
the same ratio as the United States. Yet 
its share of the vaccines used in devel-
oping countries is likely to rise even 
further.

Well, good for China. Sure it’s buy-
ing infl uence with its generosity, but 
what’s wrong with that? If the G7 coun-
tries want to counter it, they shouldn’t 
resort to cheap propaganda about Chi-
nese vaccines being ineffective (they’re 
not), and they shouldn’t claim that they 
have to vaccinate all their own people 
fi rst. Instead, try being equally gener-
ous.

But “generous” is actually the wrong 
word. “Self-interested” is a better 
word, because leaving large popula-
tions unvaccinated anywhere guaran-
tees that new variants will arise, some 
of them more infectious and/or more 
deadly, and will spread into the coun-
tries that think they have made them-
selves safe.

Take India, for example. It had a 
quite good “fi rst wave,” with appar-

ently low COVID casualties. Everybody 
knew that there was some under-
counting of fatalities, but the worst-
case estimate was that the real Indian 
death rate might be fi ve times higher, 
which would still be no worse than 
France.

Only three per cent of Indians are 
vaccinated, but Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s government got so cocky 
that it authorized all sorts of crowd 
events like election campaigns and reli-
gious festivals, and then in early 2021 
the “Indian variant” arrived. (Modi 
doesn’t like that phrase, so we’re now 
supposed to call it “Variant D.”)

The new variant swept through India 
like a scythe, with daily death tolls as 
high as Brazil or the United States in 
their worst moments. But of course 
India has four times as many people as 
the United States, so it wouldn’t really 
be all that extraordinary even if its true 
death toll from COVID-19 were up to 
fi ve times higher.

Recently, however, an enterprising 
Indian data journalist called Rukmini S., 
[who was] writing for online news site 

Scroll.in, checked out the offi cial statis-
tics in the state of Madhya Pradesh. It 
turned out that total recorded deaths 
from all causes, known or unknown, 
had tripled in April and May.

Since there was no war, no natu-
ral disaster, no other plague striking 
Madhya Pradesh at that time, it makes 
sense to assume that the huge surge 
in deaths was mostly due to COVID-19. 
But on that assumption, COVID deaths 
in Madhya Pradesh in May were not 
fi ve times higher but up to 42 times 
higher than the recorded COVID mor-
tality fi gure.

Rukmini S. did a similar investigation 
for the state of Andhra Pradesh, and 
got similar results (34-fold higher). This 
is what happens when you have a still 
largely unvaccinated population and 
you take your eye off the ball. The virus 
mutates, and it spreads like wildfi re.

Even a half-vaccinated population is 
not safe. The fi rst Variant D infection 
was only detected in England in April, 
but it already accounts for 90 per cent 
of new infections there, and the U.K. 
has just extended its lockdown mea-
sures for another month.

Only 10 per cent of infected Ameri-
cans have the Indian variant, but that 
just means they are six weeks behind 
the British. And while this variant, 
though much more infectious, is only a 
bit more lethal, other mutations of the 
virus may be less accommodating.

Nobody is safe until everybody is safe. 
Relative safety would require having 40 
per cent of the world’s population vac-
cinated by January, and 60 per cent by 
mid-2022, at a total cost, according to 
the International Monetary Fund, of 
around $50 billion.

The billion doses promised by the 
G7 for mid-2022 just don’t cut it, and 
even an extra billion from China is not 
enough. Two doses each for fi ve billion 
people is what’s needed. Or we can 
choose to live with the killer variants 
instead.

Gwynne Dyer’s latest book is Grow-
ing Pains: The Future of Democracy 
(and Work).

Roses
From the happy camas, blue-eyed Mary and sea 

blush wildfl owers — a patch of wild roses to all who 
tackled broom recently, and gave us space to grow. 
Wendy Hilliard

Wheelbarrows full of mixed roses to the Legion 
executive and especially Bruce Angus. He moved 
and stacked a cord of wood on his own time in very 
hot weather. That is community service to seniors 
‘’par excellence.” Thank you isn’t suffi cient, but . . . 
Mollie Colson

Salt Spring Cat Welfare Society would like to 
thank everyone who came out to support our bottle 
drive and fundraising event on June 12.

Thanks to Emcon services, our road maintenance 
team, for quick and thorough work on the drain-
age ditches and culverts on Roland Road last week. 
Opening these has been needed for several years 
and they worked quickly, with great rapport and 
minimal wait times. Thanks too for whoever got this 
work facilitated. Dan Dickmeyer

+ ROSES+ ROSES

GUESTCOLUMN

The fi rst Variant D 

infection was only detected 

in England in April, but 

already accounts for 90 

per cent of new infections 

there, and the U.K. has 

just extended its lockdown 

measures for another 

month.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

250-537-9933  •  241 Fulford-Ganges Road
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com | gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 
OFFICE 

will be closed on 
Thursday July 1

so that staff and their families 
can celebrate Canada Day.
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GROW YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE  •  250-537-9933  •  241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  DRIFTWOOD@DRIFTWOODGIMEDIA.COM

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Anniversary Sale
for July at Gulf Island Picture Framing

all wood mouldings
in stock AND special orders!

Anniversary Sale
for July

at Gulf Island Picture Framing

Please call 250-537-1299 
to book consultation appointments

3203 Grace Pt Square  •  gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

all wood mouldings
in stock AND special orders!25%ff

25%ff

june 16 - july 2

july 28

Only 3 days left!

Please call 250-537-1299 
to book consultation appointments

3203 Grace Pt Square  •  gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Deborah Osmanich
TAX CONSULTING

Your Paper M�e Jungle is my Delight !

147 Main Street, Salt Spring Island
250.537.2618

CELL: 250.538.7389
dcosmanich@gmail.com

Here’s 
My Card
Check out the businesses 
below for great products 
and services.

Serving the Island 
since 1975

101-2700 Beverly St. 
Duncan, 250-746-4851

www.unitedfloors.ca
ucduncan@shaw.ca

•  Area rugs
•  Laminate
•  Hardwood
•  Vinyl
•  Luxury vinyl 

plank
•  Carpet
•  Ceramic
•  Vinyl decking
•  Window 

coverings

Open 
Mon-Fri 
8:30 to 5, 
Sat. 9-3

ISLAND LIFE
GROW YOUR 
COMMUNITY

AGRICULTURE

Youth win big at island poultry show event
Second annual 
American Poultry 
Association event held 
on Salt Spring 

SUBMITTED BY SSI POULTRY CLUB
The Salt Spring Island Poultry 

Club has continued to make an 
impact both on the island com-
munity and in the national poultry 
world with its engaged and grow-
ing club.  

With more than 100 paying 
members and almost 350 partici-
pants in its online group, the club 
supports, educates and encourages 
poultry enthusiasts on the island 
and across Canada. 

This  past weekend the club 
was able to hold its second offi-
cial American Poultry Association 
(APA) event where poultry of all 
shapes and sizes was brought to 
be judged by APA judge Ramona 
Tremblay.

With exhibitors from Kelowna, 
the Fraser Valley, Saanich, Coombs 
and Cobble Hill, Salt Spring was 
able to offer a competitive show, 
but it was an island teen who took 
the top title.  

Izzy Nowell is a Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School Grade 9 student who 
won Champion Junior and Cham-
pion Bantam titles for her Rhode 
Island Red bantam pullet last year, 
but this year won the show with 
another RIR hen. Nowell fi rst start-
ed entering poultry at the 2014 Salt 
Spring Fall Fair under the wise eye 
of Michael Hogan, and with sup-
port of judge Tremblay and over 
the years has continued to improve 
her fl ock and her knowledge of the 
breeds she shows.  

Nowell walked away with Grand 
Open Champion, Junior Champion, 
Champion Bantam and more for 
her one hen, and received Junior 
Reserve Champion honours for her 
white Serama pullet. 

It is not common for a junior to 
take the show, so this was a huge 
win for Nowell, who will go on to 
show her birds across B.C. as the 
events open up this year. 

Reserve Champion went to Bruce 
Bickle of Coombs with his white 
call duck, who also took the Cham-
pion Waterfowl prize. Bickle domi-
nated the waterfowl category and 
took home Reserve Waterfowl with 
his East Indie drake. Bruce was 
also able to support some growing 
island poultry keepers by offering 
various show-quality birds to the 
community for sale and we are 
excited to see these birds back at 
the fall fair in September. 

The island’s juniors were wel-
comed, many as first-time entrants, 
and were supported throughout 
the event by the seasoned keep-
ers. The Salt Spring Island school 
hatching program produced five 
champion birds from local juniors. 
The poultry club hopes to con-
tinue this program in the fall, 
hatching out more quality chick-
ens, ducks and, new to the island, 
bronze turkeys. 

And no Salt Spring show would 
be the same without recognizing 
Best Pet or Best/Craziest Hair. The 
Best Hair award went to Anezka 
Sikora for her fabulous Silkie Friz-
zle. Sikora entered a great variety 
of Silkies as she continues to devel-
op her flock.

The show was a success in inspir-
ing juniors across the island, and 
spreading “poultry fever” to local 
families and farms.  

PHOTOS COURTESY SSI POULTRY CLUB

Winning entries at Salt Spring’s second offi cial 
American Poultry Association event, held 
Saturday at the Farmers’ Institute grounds 
are, clockwise from top left: Tilly Buck with her 
Silkie pullet, Reserve Pet class winner; Izzie 
Nowell’s Rhode Island red show champion 
and a group of winners: from left are Oliver 
Thring, Hannah Rowthorne, Bryn Pyper, Maya 
Acevedo-Mallard and Tilly Buck. 
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.•Tax preparation (personal, 

corporate, estate)
•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business
340 Lower Ganges Road  

250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie
SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road  

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

GROW YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE  •  250-537-9933  •  241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  DRIFTWOOD@DRIFTWOODGIMEDIA.COM

Dave
Phillips
––––––––
“We don’t

stand
behind 

our work,
we stand
behind
a tree!”

OFFICE: 250-537-2618 • CELL: 250-537-7481

Here’s 
My Card
Check out the businesses 
below for great products 
and services.

CELEBRATIONS 

Canada Day activities set
Classic cars and live music 
among ways to mark the holiday 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Island will have a taste of Canada Day 
festivities next Thursday as the gradual lifting of 
COVID-19 safety precautions continues to roll out 
across British Columbia.

The next stage of reopening expected to begin on 
July 1 will include increased numbers of people gath-
ering outside and the lifting of restrictions on liquor 
service. Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 is taking 
advantage of the new rules to offer an outdoor 
family-friendly event with live music. The Salt Spring 
Cruisers car club will meanwhile once again play it 
safe this year by offering a drive-by cruise instead of 
its large-scale show and shine event. 

Legion branch manager Drew Underwood said his 
organization recently purchased two very large event 
tents and can host around 120 seated people plus a 
stage outside. The day will feature live music starting 
at noon, a barbecue and membership sales.

“I think the executive, staff and our members are 
looking forward to being fully open. The pandemic 
has been hard on a lot of people and it’s a good way 
to bring community back together,” Underwood 
said. 

The band schedule is Two Point OH! at 12 noon, 
Everyday People at 2 p.m. and Table 25 at 4 p.m. 
Underwood said things usually wrap up for the night 
between 7 and 8 p.m. 

Salt Spring Cruisers’ Canada Day Rod Run will leave 
from the Gulf Islands Secondary School Rainbow 
Road parking lot at 11 a.m. on July 1. Their route 

takes specialty car drivers through downtown’s side 
streets, past Lady Minto Hospital and through the Lei-
sure Lane neighbourhood over to Robinson Road and 
Walker’s Hook. The cruise will continue over Maliview 
to North End Road. Then it’s south to Central and a 
turn toward Vesuvius and the Mobrae-Woodland 
neighbourhood before heading back through town. 
The cars will then travel to Fulford village over Bed-
dis, Stewart and Beaver Point roads before looping 
back to town on Fulford-Ganges Road. The total time 
estimated for this 51-km journey is one hour and 16 
minutes. 

See the full route at saltspringcruisers.com/canada-
day.html.

Other potential activities will be announced in the 
Canada Day feature and the What’s On calendar in 
the June 30 issue of the Driftwood.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

FRESH PAINT: Fernwood Elementary School students 
experience being in their first public art show with their painted 
driftwood sculptures displayed outside Mahon Hall. Students created 
the artworks with Artist in the Classroom teacher Janice Parker. The 
installation will be up as part of Artcraft until August.

ISLAND CLUBS

Salt Spring Toastmasters salute two special club members
Club continues in 
online format during 
COVID

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

Two Salt Spring Toastmasters 
members were honoured at the 
club’s last online meeting on May 
16. 

Laura Patrick and Karen Kobier-

ski received certificates for their 
“tireless efforts to keep Toastmas-
ters alive and active on Salt Spring 
Island, B.C., Canada.” 

As a news release from the club 
explains, both were feted “for 
their unrelenting support and 
dedication to their roles as they 
indefatigably worked to ensure 
that each meeting was a success 
in that it was well-organized, 
well-planned and those plans well 
implemented. In their own unique 

ways, both Laura Patrick and 
Karen Kobierski left their indelible 
mark on the meetings, as they are 
held even today as the club now 
attracts members from overseas.”

The current incarnation of Salt 
Spring Toastmasters has existed on 
the island for more than 17 years. 
Like many groups, the island club 
shifted to holding online meetings 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
period. 

Current club president James 

Falcon views the change as ben-
eficial.

“We have made new friends 
and we have expanded the size 
in global reach of our family,” he 
told the Driftwood. “It’s hard to 
imagine what Toastmasters was 
like before COVID. It has really 
pushed us into the 21st century 
. . . The ability now is to connect 
and grow stronger; to be truly a 
multinational club of diverse cul-
tures around the world.”

Earlier in the year, two Salt 
Spring club contestants reached 
the “division” level of international 
competition, which Falcon said had 
not been done for several years. 

Shawaz Baluch of Lahore, Paki-
stan and Zaid Kaliya of Karachi, 
Pakistan earned that distinction, 
with Kaliya placing third. 

For more information about the 
Salt Spring club of Toastmasters 
International, see saltspring.toast-
mastersclubs.org/.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Two of many cars in last year’s Salt Spring Cruisers 
Canada Day Rod Run. The event starts at the high 
school parking lot at 11 a.m. on July 1. 
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Salt Spring Island Transit
Seasonal Service Change
Effective June 30, 2021

} Reinstatement of route 9 Ruckle Park connecting Fulford Harbour  
with Beaver Point and Ruckle Park

For more information, pick up a new Rider’s Guide on board or visit bctransit.com

Marriage Commissioner
The Vital Statistics Agency, Ministry of Health, is looking 
for individuals to serve as Marriage Commissioners 
for Salt Spring Island. The individuals will perform civil 
marriages within their community on behalf of the 
Agency. Applicants must reside on Salt Spring Island 
in order to be considered for these positions.

For information and an application form  
please visit our website at:  

gov.bc.ca/becoming-a-marriage-commissioner

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone 
to download, 
instructions below.

Wed. June 23 

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gordo. Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

Thur. June 24

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sarah Osborne. Live music at the 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

Fri. June 25

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Marianne Grittani. Live music at 
the Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

StoryWalk. Self-guided family ac-
tivity from SS Public Library through 
Mouat Park toward the Rainbow 
Road Pool. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Ask Salt Spring. This week’s guest 
is CRD director Gary Holman. 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Outside at the United 
Church Meadow, or the Portlock 
Park Pavilion if it’s raining.

Sat. June 26

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

John Gogo. Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

Sat. June 26

 ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the Park. Sat-
urday market runs with COVID-19 
safety protocols in place from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
StoryWalk. See Friday listing.

 VIA ZOOM

Kyeren Regehr Poetry Reading. 
Kyeren Regehr is the 2021 Raven 
Chapbook winner with her col-
lection of poems Disassembling A 
Dancer. Regehr’s fi rst collection, Cult 
Life (Pedlar Press), was shortlisted 
for the 2020 ReLit Awards. A Salt 
Spring Public Library event. 7 p.m. 
Email programs@saltspringlibrary.
com for the link. 

Sun. June 27

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Peter Prince. Music that moves 
body and soul. Shipstones patio. 5 
to 8 p.m. 
Tom Hooper. Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

StoryWalk. See Friday listing.

Mon. June 28

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Peter Prince. 
Music that moves body and soul. 
Shipstones patio. 5 to 8 p.m. 
Hownd. 
Live music at the Tree House Cafe. 6 
to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

StoryWalk. 
See Friday listing.
Salt Spring Transportation Com-
mission. 
Annual strategic planning session 
at the Salt Spring Public Library 
program room. 9 a.m.

Tues. June 29

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Live music.
TBA at the Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 
p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Tuesday Farmers’ Market. 
Weekly market of fresh produce and 
food/drink products at Centennial 
Park. 2 to 6 p.m. With COVID safety 
protocols in place. 

Tues. June 29

 VIA ZOOM/ONLINE

Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee. Regular monthly 
business meeting. 9:30 a.m. See the 
islandstrust.bc.ca website for the 
link and agenda. 
Tech Cafe: Digital Media 
Collections. Learn how to check 
out ebooks, audiobooks and 
movies from the library. Join library 
information technicians on Zoom to 
learn the tips and tricks of checking 
out electronic items with your 
Salt Spring Island Public Library 
card. 7 p.m. Email programs@
saltspringlibrary.com to get the link.

Wed. June 30 

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vaughn Fulford. Live music at the 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

 VIA ZOOM

What’s Happening to Our Forests 
& Trees? Join acclaimed B.C. forest 
ecology scientists Andy MacKinnon 
and Richard Hebda for a discussion 
about forest ecology and the effects 
of climate change. 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
at www.tinyurl.com/SSForests.

  THE FRITZ CINEMA

• A Night at the Louvre with Leonardo Da Vinci. Presented by 
National Theatre Live. Thursday, June 24, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
• Nomadland shows at 7 p.m. Friday, June 25 through Tuesday, 
June 29, plus a Sunday 3 p.m. matinee. COVID-19 protocols in 
place. See www.thefritz.ca for updates/more info.

 EXHIBITIONS

• The Exquisite Corpse Art Show & Auction is a Salt Spring 
National Art Prize auction available for in-person viewing at 
Gallery 8 and online daily through June 24. COVID safety 
protocols in effect. Online link at www.saltspringartprize.ca. 

• Taking Flight, new original prints by the SS Printmakers, is 
at Salt Spring Gallery from June 18 to 30. The gallery is open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Eclectic 
Visions

SS Photography Club 
Annual Exhibition

Online now at:
ssphotog.ning.com/page

/eclectic-visions

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm
Customer Service 250-537-1522

CLIMATE CHANGE

Local forest issues dissected
Top climate scientists give Zoom 
presentation on June 30

BY DAVID DENNING
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

Two of B.C.’s top forest ecology and climate 
change specialists will address the health of our 
island trees and forest ecosystems next week in an 
online virtual Zoom event.

The event, called What’s Happening To Our 
Forests and Trees?, will begin at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 30. It is co-sponsored by the Salt 

Spring Island Conservancy and 
Transition Salt Spring (TSS).

The speakers, Richard Hebda 
and Andy MacKinnon, each 
bring an incredible array of 
research, experiences and scien-
tifi c perspectives to the discus-
sion.

“We are very excited to have 
not one, but both, of B.C.’s most 
sought-after authorities on the 
effects of climate change on 
trees and forest ecosystems,” 
said Deborah Miller, a TSS board 

member and coordinator on the TSS Education 
Committee.

Hebda studies pollen grains in lake sediments 
to unravel the mysteries of past climates and 
“ancient” history. He has written hundreds of 
scientifi c and popular articles about the history 
of B.C. forests and how they have changed over 
time.

A recently retired curator of botany and earth 
history at the Royal BC Museum, Hebda is in high 
demand by all media for his knowledge and 
insights.

MacKinnon is the co-author of eight popular 
B.C. natural history guidebooks, including the 
invaluable local volume, Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest Coast. He is a trained mycologist who 
worked for 30 years as a forest ecologist in the 
Forest Research Branch of the B.C. government.

MacKinnon’s research interests include natu-
ral disturbance and climate change, old-growth 
forests, non-timber forest products, and native 
plants, fungi and lichens.

This event presents a unique opportunity to 
help us understand what is happening now with 
our forests, and what is likely to be in store for 
the future. 

Tickets for this online event ($10) are available 
at http://www.tinyurl.com/SSForests.

 EXHIBITIONS

• Artcraft, the summer-long show and sale of 
work by Gulf Islands artists and artisans, runs 
at Mahon Hall daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
See the Showcase exhibit: Persons of Interest 
and Material Witness: sculptures by Gary 
Cherneff and textiles by Joanna Rogers.

• The Salt Spring Photography Club presents 
Eclectic Visions, an online exhibition accessible 
at https://ssphotog.ning.com/page/eclectic-
visions and open for viewing until Aug. 31. 

• Pierre Mineau presents a Black & White 
Retrospective at the Salt Spring Public 
Library Program Room until June 28.

CHARITY

GIFTS and 
hall fl oor 
benefi t
Island’s two “100” 
groups disburse 
funds

Two more local charities have 
benefited from Salt Spring 
Island’s 100 Men and 100+ 
Women Who Care groups.

“Salt Spring Island is a place 
of dreams. It’s where you can 
think big — the sky is the 
limit,” states a press release 
from the 100 Men’s group. “But 
there are times when it’s wise 
to take care of down-to-earth 
practicalities: fl oors and foun-
dations need as much care as 
wild visions.” 

Accordingly, at its most recent 
meeting on June 2, Salt Spring’s 
100 Men group members voted 
to provide the rest of the funds 
needed to purchase and install 
new flooring for Beaver Point 
Hall, which was more than 
$5,000.  

The previous month saw the 
100+ Women Who Care group 
decide to give $17,500 raised at 
its meeting to the Gulf Islands 
Families Together Society. 

“Each member pledges $100 
per meeting and the money 
raised is sent immediately to the 
project chosen by the majority of 
members at the meeting,” the 
100 Men explain. “It’s local. It’s 
quick and it’s open to the small 
things that no other agency or 
government will fund.”

People can search for the Salt 
Spring chapters of the women’s 
and men’s groups for more infor-
mation on how to participate. 
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GROW YOUR COMMUNITY

Buy 
Local

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classi�eds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

www.sunstarastrology.com  1-800-836-0648  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

THIS WEEK’S  

HOROSCOPE
Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Now that summer is o�  cially here, 
balancing your time between work, 
home, family and fun in the sun has 
also returned. Despite the ongoing 
plight of the human condition, you 
are determined to weave in some 
playtime. Some � nal touches of the 
� ner details may continue but they 
too will yield to quality time shared 
and this trend will continue for a 
while.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
While others are reaching out, you 
may � nd yourself digging in. Taking 
projects to a deeper level is implied. 
These may reach to your living en-
vironment, yet may also be focused 
on your most intimate locale – your 
body, mind, heart and soul. Self-
awareness and positive self-regard 
are the preliminaries. Beyond that, 
bonding with family and friends has 
become a priority.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
The new perspectives stimulated by 
the recent eclipse have now passed 
their germination phase and are 
beginning to take root. If you have 
not opened your mind to consider 
new interpretations, you may � nd 
yourself feeling moody, pouty and 
perhaps impatient with others 
whose views di� er from yours. This 
is your invitation to re-imagine what 
you deem to be true.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
As though a bright light has been 
switched on in the basement of your 
mind, synchronistic events are serv-
ing to awaken you. Whether you are 
happy or not with what you are now 
exposed to is another matter. It is up 
to you whether you choose to turn 
the lights back o�  and ignore what 
was revealed. Of course, the conse-
quences of denial and evasion will 
also be yours with which to contend.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
A boost to your sense of originality 
and/or individuality is now under-
way. With Mercury retrograde, it 
could lead you to wishful thinking 
or over-idealistic interpretations 
regarding others. Therefore, avoid 
assumptions and listen more as you 
communicate. Consider that objec-
tive reality is the illusion that we 
partake in since we all experience it 
subjectively.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
The recent activation to your career 
and/or public life should be evident 
by now. Positively, you are respond-
ing consciously and deliberately. If 
you � nd yourself feeling stressed or 
guilty due to procrastination and not 
listening to your intuitions or miss-
ing the outer signs of synchronicity, 
this is your cue to wake up! Sober, 
strategic, disciplined action is prob-
ably required.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Mercury now direct may feel like 
you have emerged out of some-
thing of a foggy spell. At best, 
perhaps you went on something 
of a soul-searching journey and 
have emerged with a new qual-
ity of clarity and understanding. 
The host of planetary shifts is 
likely serving to bring you back to 
reality now. The cycles activated 
could prove advantageous in your 
career life.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Planets in Gemini have the ef-
fect of triggering some form 
of transformation for you. This 
has been the case over the past 
several weeks and continues for 
another few. These processes tend 
to swing between practical and 
spiritual considerations. The two 
meet when our choices and ac-
tions align with our destiny and 
produce meaningful contribu-
tions.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Activations in your relationship life 
continue to evolve and will now 
shift to a deeper level   of change 
and transformation. Speci� cally, 
these reveal a subtle process of 
tuning in to inner guidance. Logic 
guided by wisdom is your basic 
soul path. The shift does include 
an inspirational ignition thanks to 
Venus and Mars in Leo.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
A whole new round and level of 
critical thinking has been acti-
vated. It is causing you to discern 
and di� erentiate between what 
you perceive to be reality and 
fantasy, or fact and imagination. 
Realism is your guiding light yet 
deciphering what it is and consti-
tutes in terms of actual choices is 
part of the plot. Meanwhile, your 
passions and ambitions are rising.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
The creative inspirations seeded 
by the Gemini Solar Eclipse have 
now shifted to the nitty-gritty 
work required to make them 
manifest. This implies the need 
to get your imagination working 
for you as opposed to dwelling in 
it. The Leo in� uence will activate 
your relationship life and probably 
for the better, yet you will require 
a bit more freedom too.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
A creative cycle has begun. Yet, it is 
one that requires more e� ort than 
idle fun. It comes on the heels of 
the eclipse that likely produced 
shifts close to home. These may 
have the e� ect of altering your 
priorities. Now, the focus is on 
responding to these activations, 
which will require a sporting ap-
proach, as in, ‘the game is afoot’.

Summer has � nally, o�  cially begun. Its � rst gift is the fact that Mercury 
in Gemini has also turned direct after 3 weeks of retrograde motion. Because 
Mercury was in its own ruling sign, it may not have proven to be as di�  cult 
as usual, yet it probably still produced real reversals and turnarounds for 
some, for better or worse. Now, we are in what is called the 3-week ‘shadow 
period,’ which is the time period during which time Mercury retraces the 
‘degrees’ it went over while retrograde. What this also indicates is that those 
degrees were ‘transited’ by Mercury three times: � rst while direct, second by 
retrograde, and third when by direct motion again. This is always true of the 
planet-retrograde-process and can be understood as a triple stitching of key 
themes of destiny. So, the Sun in Cancer marking Summer Solstice as of June 
20 and Jupiter in Pisces turned Retrograde the same day, Mercury Direct as 
of June 22, Neptune Retrograde on June 25 and Venus enters Leo on June 26.

GEOFFREY DAVID LEVY 
August 20, 1965 - June 12, 2021

Geo� rey passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family on Salt 
Spring Island as he had wished.

Geo� rey was born in Montreal 
to Aldyth and David (d. 2006) Levy, 
attended Elementary School in 
Ottawa, High School in Belgium and 
Queen’s University in Kingston where 
he graduated with a BFA in 1988.

Following university, he appren-
ticed as a traditional lithographic printmaker at The Printshop 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands, where he worked alongside 
many of the COBRA (Copenhagen, Oslo, Brussels, Rotterdam, 
Amsterdam) artists’ group honing his printmaking skills and 
broadening his creative vocabulary.

After completing his apprenticeship, he moved to Dublin, 
Ireland, and headed up the Open Studio printmaking 
department. He � ourished as an artist and teacher there for 
many years before his health took a turn for the worse as a result 
of a chronic kidney disease, Alports Syndrome, which forced him 
to move back to Belgium at � rst and eventually to Salt Spring 
Island where his family had relocated after leaving Belgium.

He opened his own lithographic printmaking studio, Aerolith 
Press, soon after arriving on Salt Spring, where he printed not 
only his own work but other artist’s work as well. He continued 
printing until his health worsened and he had to begin dialysis 
treatments due to his kidneys failing.

Despite his ongoing health challenges, Geo� rey was able to 
learn and eventually teach Taoist Tai Chi which was one of his 
life’s great passions.

He had an incredible zest for life, a curious, engaging mind, 
a love for cooking and great food, art, music, � lm, friends and 
family. We will miss him greatly in the days and  years to come 
but are relieved that he is now far beyond the su� ering that he 
endured for many years.

He said his � nal farewells on his own terms and went gently 
towards his death with open eyes and an open heart.

He is survived by his mother, Aldyth and siblings Carolyn, 
Barbara and Michael who all wish to thank Dr. Ron Reznick 
and Dr. Gayleen Hargrove for their tireless e� orts over many 
years to keep Geo�  in as good health as possible. We all wish 
to thank the sta�  of Lady Minto, Royal Jubilee, St. Paul’s and 
Vancouver General Hospitals for their extraordinary care, as 
well as Marion Village Assisted Living in Victoria for providing 
a home, excellent care and a loving environment for Geo� rey’s 
� nal years.

In lieu of � owers, please consider donations to VIKPA 
(Vancouver Island Kidney Patient’s Association) or the Taoist Tai 
Chi Club of Canada.

.,

Sharon Reynolds
July 12, 1942 - April 26, 2021

Sharon passed away at 
home in the loving care of her 
husband of 60 years, Bernie.

Sharon and Bernie lived on 
Salt Spring for most of their 
married lives. Sharon and 
Bernie owned and operated 

Reynolds Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning since 
1964.

Sharon was predeceased by her daughter Mary and 
is survived by her husband Bernie, her daughter Karen 
(Tom) and son Paul (Cara); grandchildren Anna, 
Tessa, Karli, Krysta (Graham), Erek, Cayden and 
Ethan; great grandchildren Farah, Kalia and Trissa.

Sharon was loved by all and will be dearly missed 
by her family and friends.   

ij

Obituaries Obituaries In Memoriam

In Memoriam Gifts

The Salt Spring Island Teen Volunteer program is looking for 
new volunteers, aged 14-18, where they can 

gain fantastic work experience and pursue topics that interest them.
Shifts are �exible and can happen in person and/or digitally.

The program o�ers valuable work experience and can expand resumes.
To start volunteering or to �nd out more 

email: jwagner@saltspringlibrary.com 
or visit salt spring.bc.libraries.coop/holds.teen-volunteering/.

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

I’M LOOKING FOR AFRICAN BOER PYGMY 
GOATS. I would like to purchase at least 
one or two does. If you have some 
or know someone that has some, 
please phone me at: 250-537-9744 
or email me at: 
edwenger@saltspring.com

Help Wanted

Livestock

Help Wanted

Livestock

Computer Services

Computer Ad

Concrete & Placing

Drafting & Design

Helset

Retail

MID ISLAND CO-OP 
is

looking for full-time and 
part-time Customer

Service Representatives
For our Salt Spring Island 

Gas Bar. $17.05/hr. Please 
send resume to hr@        

midisland.crs or drop off in 
person at 135 Rainbow Rd.

Introduction Service Introduction Service

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? 

Unemployed? Need 
Money? We Lend! 

If you own your own home - 
you qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

home care

Home Care

Mature, experienced 
registered BC Care Aide 

available for live-in 
position. I have my own 

car and I am a great cook.
jane@victoriacare.ca 

or 250-217-6947

Storage
Pacifi c Rim Storage
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ISLAND ARTS

Arts Council strives to add Indigenous voices
Artists with ancestral ties to Gulf 
Islands featured at Artcraft

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring and the southern Gulf Islands are known for 
their thriving artistic communities, but visitors may often be 
left wondering where the work by local Indigenous artists 
resides.

The Salt Spring Arts Council (SSAC) has been asking itself the 
same question for a number of years, and what it could do to 
redress historic wrongs with continuing modern-day ramifica-
tions. With support from a multiculturalism grant from the 
Province of B.C., the council initiated a pilot project this year 
that hopes to address both points. It extends Artcraft’s usual 
artist criteria to include Indigenous regional artists for whom 
the southern Gulf Islands are traditional territory. 

The 2021 summer art show and sale, which opened on 
June 11, includes works by printmaker and storyteller Eliot 
White-Hill, carvers Doug LaFortune, Perry LaFortune and Bear 
Cat Sam, potter Faye Oakes, and visual artists Chazz Elliot and 
Charles Elliot.

Two key collaborators the arts council engaged for this 
work are Rose Spahan, an artist and curator from Tsartlip First 
Nation who has 30 years experience showcasing Indigenous 
art, and Sarah Jim, an emerging artist from the Tseycum vil-
lage. 

“Salt Spring and the southern Gulf Islands were the ances-
tral territory of the Sencoten and Hul’q’umi’num’ speaking 
peoples. We went there as our summer homes. That was 
common back then, and right now it isn’t common with Salt 
Spring. It’s a missing link,” Spahan told the Driftwood. 

“There are a lot of artists on Salt Spring that aren’t Indig-
enous,” she added. “This inclusion [in Artcraft] is so important, 
to hear our voices and share stories, and it’s important to 
bridge the gap.” 

The arts council has recognized the history of colonialism 
on the southern Gulf Islands means Indigenous peoples were 
removed from their ancestral lands. Artcraft manager Sarah 
Hyams said there are just a few Indigenous artists living on the 
islands today, which is why the show’s participation guidelines 
needed to be expanded. 

To research how to best include Indigenous artists, Hyams 
and SSAC executive director Yael Wand consulted with local 

MLA Adam Olsen, who is a member of Tsartlip First Nation, 
and with Salt Spring-based Ojibwe beader Krysta Furiosa of 
Only Child Handicrafts. Ellie Langford Parks, who coordinated 
the Indigenous Arts & Craft Market on Salt Spring in 2019, was 
another local resource. 

Following on that beginning, Hyams made efforts to con-
tact every First Nation with ties to the southern Gulf Islands, 
and every artist listed on the WSÁNEC Leadership Council 
website, which is how she got in touch with Spahan and Jim. 

“I was concerned about doing a good job and setting the 
tone as best I could as a settler, but having Indigenous jurors 
and working in consultation with them felt really good,” 
Hyams said. 

Spahan was recently guest curator for the Reconciliation 
exhibition at Prince George’s Two Rivers Gallery, among other 
projects. She worked to encourage Indigenous artists to sub-
mit to Artcraft and was named senior Indigenous juror. Jim 
came on board as junior Indigenous juror and offered sug-
gestions for removing participation barriers. She shared her 
passion for the proper acknowledgment of Coast Salish art. 

“Salt Spring is located on traditional Coast Salish territory. 
The art is informed by this place and the culture and teachings 
are based around the natural laws of these lands and waters,” 
Jim said. “Many Salish artists were sleeping after colonization, 
so it’s important to showcase the resurgence of Coast Salish 
art practices because the art is representative of who we are 
and what we believe. The resurgence of this art practice is to 
be celebrated.”

Acting on suggestions from Spahan and Jim, the arts 
council worked to remove the 35 per cent sales commission 
for participating Indigenous artists this year, and waived the 
usual membership fee. They discovered some other barriers 
for participating related to artists living off-island at the same 
time COVID restricted travel, so the arts council allowed photo 
submissions for jurying for the first time. Hyams said there 
were additional issues for some older, less tech-savvy artists, 
so she offered to complete their application forms if need be. 

Hyams noted the high-quality artists working in both tra-
ditional and more contemporary formats that have joined 
Artcraft this year. Doug LaFortune’s carving can be seen at the 
University of British Columbia and The Butchart Gardens, as 
one example. 

“That’s the level of work we have,” Hyams said. 
All of those involved hope the pilot will turn into a con-

tinuing project. The arts council is seeking funds to create a 

position for Spahan, who is hoping to bring in more female 
artists in the future as one goal. Wand said there are other 
ways to shift regular practises to decolonize art institutions, 
as well, such as the simple step of extending the participation 
requirements.  

“I think we really have to change the way we do things to 
make these things possible,” Wand said. “There is probably 
lots more that we can do to make things more accessible.”

Artcraft is open daily at Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
with COVID safety protocols in place. 

In related news, the arts council is also working with the 
Salt Spring Public Library to bring Indigenous art to the 
island, together with School District 64, the Stqeeye’ Learn-
ing Society and MLA Olsen. A call for Indigenous youth 
artists (ages 13 to 19) to work on a mural project at the 
library in August has been extended. Applicants are asked 
to submit a short biography and three to five samples of 
recent work to khudson@saltspringlibrary.com by end of 
day on June 30. 

Cozy Indoor or Garden Patio Dining & Take-Out Too!
★ ★ ★ Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm / 250-537-9339 ★ ★ ★

Congratulations to the Grads of 2021!
SALT SPRING INN

june 23

ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Artcraft manager Sarah Hyams shows work by Eliot White-Hill, 
whose ancestry includes the Penelakut Tribe.
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