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4:39 pm Anne Flieger does some bush trimming on a
perfect garden day.

1.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

7:10 pm Windrush Farm turkey hen self-isolates on

2.
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6.

3.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

5:48 pm Parker Proudfoot feeds the family sheep.
folding pop-up books she is making for an upcoming
exhibit.
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PHOTO BY MARGARET THOMSON

seven eggs.
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8:40 am Parks & Rec trail crew member Justin

12:05 pm Susan Benson’s hands hold one of the new
4.

5.

Byron works on the new Central to Baker Road pathway.
7.

PHOTO BY JILL MAYNARD

2:36 pm Niklas Maynard picks a daisy while playing
at Duck Creek Park.

1:02 pm Karissa and Katie shop for sunglasses at Osisi
Boutique in Ganges Alley.

8.

PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

7:06 pm David Sengler in his garden with some of
his beautiful windchimes.
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MANY HANDS: Salt Spring emergency responders and bystanders attend to a cyclist who fell in the 300 block of Fulford-Ganges Road on Friday morning.
Salt Spring RCMP Corp. Matthew Crist said RCMP received an initial report of a cyclist being hit by a vehicle in the area, but that proved to not be the case.
Paving of Fulford-Ganges Road from the bottom of Ganges Hill to Cranberry Road, which is hoped to include more space for cyclists and pedestrians, is
slated to occur in 2021, hopefully making travel safer for people walking and riding bikes on that stretch of road.

ECONOMY

Job vacancies surge in restart
CERB cited as just one possible factor
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Someone looking for work this summer
would have a wide range of choices before
them on Salt Spring, with positions advertised in nearly every service field as B.C.’s
restart plan continues unrolling.
Some employers feel the Canada Emergency Response Beneﬁt is compacting an already
difﬁcult summer hiring situation. Jobs advertised in the past two weeks cover everything
from airline reservations clerk to sushi maker
to marijuana facility assistant. Housekeeping,
dishwasher and food preparation jobs are
especially plentiful.
“CERB is absolutely having a negative
impact on businesses,” said Jessica Harkema,
executive director of the Salt Spring Cham-

ber of Commerce. “Some are having trouble getting their employees back to work,
and others are having trouble ﬁnding new
employees who are willing to work in service
sectors, which is the most heavily impacted
industry. The other big challenge for many
businesses is that they may only have parttime work, however, even those who would
typically work part time are refusing because
their income is higher on CERB.”
The federal Canada Emergency Response
Beneﬁt provides up to $2,000 monthly for
people who have stopped working or are
working reduced hours due to COVID-19.
Some people receiving CERB can earn an
additional $1,000 during the four-week period. The total CERB period, which started
in March, was extended on July 2 to allow

PROPERTY

people to collect for up to 24 weeks.
Online polling company Maru/Blue
released survey findings last Wednesday
indicating that nearly half, or 48 per cent,
of Canadians, believe it’s time to decrease
spending and shut down the CERB program
regardless of what the impact may be on
people. At the same time, though, a signiﬁcant part of the population say they still need
the beneﬁt to survive.
“One in ﬁve (21 per cent) said that if they
don’t continue receiving COVID-19 related
money — like CERB — from the government, they literally could lose the roof over
their head,” Maru/Blue announced in a press
release.

JOBS continued on 2

RESTORATION
• Asbestos Removal & Testing
• Flood, Fire, Emergency Services
• Pre-Demolition Hazmat Surveys

fiberlock.ca

ABATEMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

250-537-7325
Your Local Abatement Specialists with 20 years
experience. Insurance Claims specialists.
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Order aims to limit STVR guests
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year,” he said.
Dingman told the Driftwood that officers are
empowered to give tickets to property owners,
the property managers
that handle rentals on
their behalf, and even the
guests who are renting
the accommodations. So
far officers have limited
themselves to cautioning guests, although that
could soon change.
Salt Spring trustee Laura
Patrick planned to introduce a motion at Tuesday’s Local Trust Committee meeting in response
to the dual issue posed by
STVRs and COVID-19. The
draft motion asked staff to
compose a letter from the
LTC chair informing key
vacation rental platforms
of the local bylaws and
requesting they immediately remove properties
that contravene those
bylaws, especially entire
homes.
New provincial health
orders announced July 23
meanwhile increased the
safety regulations for restaurants and nightclubs.
Henry re-emphasized the
fact that tables must seat
a maximum six patrons
and said people should
not be asking staff to
push tables together for
larger parties. The new
rules add prohibitions on
dance floors and the selfservice of alcohol from
bars, and state patrons
must remain seated
unless visiting the washroom. All establishments
must now close at 11 p.m.
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Wood feels the federal government
responded well to the crisis and also
feels it’s understandable such programs
were produced with “broad strokes.”
The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy
program, which provides a 75 per cent
subsidy to employee wages for up to
24 weeks, helped the cheese company
survive through the shutdown phase of
the pandemic.
“It’s too bad CERB has made hiring
difficult, but ultimately we’re much
more grateful for these programs than
resentful of them,” Wood said.
The cheese company is currently
seeking packagers for the produc-

tion room, a regular seasonal increase
that occurs because so much of the
product is sold to tourists. Wood said
no one he’s interviewed has directly
stated they want to work in a way that
doesn’t impact their CERB benefit,
although it could be an unspoken factor. However, he has seen many people
over the years who come to Salt Spring
for the lifestyle and don’t want to
work full time.
Both Wood and Marr say the yearround lack of housing is the biggest
issue affecting staffing. The need only
becomes more intense during the busy
summer months, at exactly the same
time that more workers are needed.
“It’s always difficult getting staff in
any event, and it all boils down to getting housing for our working folks,”
Marr said, clarifying he was not speaking to the homelessness issue. “People
who have a decent job and get paid a
decent wage can’t even find a place to
live. That’s a much bigger problem than
COVID-19, and it’s a chronic problem.”
“We will still have a housing problem
in 2021 and that won’t change,” Wood
agreed.
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Laundromat
gets boost
The Wagon Wheel Housing
Society is reporting good news
on its Salt Spring Laundromat
project.
“We’re back on our feet,” said
the society’s Cherie Geavreau on
Friday.
She said that the washing
machines and dryers have been
purchased and are on their way
to the island. As well, $50,000
had been given to the project by
an individual donor.
The society now has enough
funds to do the plumbing and
electrical work to the leased
space in the Creekhouse complex in Ganges, but needs much
more for the finishing and other
details.
Salt Spring Island Community Services is providing tax
receipts for all donations over
$20. Cheques can be sent to
SSICS with “Laundromat” in the
memo line.
People can also support the
laundromat through the Savea-Tape program at Country Grocer’s (Box 15), and a GoFundMe
page titled “Laundromat on Salt
Spring.”

CRD system suffers more main breaks
Replacement
strategy in the works
for aging HighlandFernwood water
system
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Travellers between Crofton
and Vesuvius were delayed on
Friday afternoon as Vancouver
Island RCMP investigated a possible impaired driver on board
the Bowen Queen.
BC Ferries ended up cancelling the 3:35 p.m. sailing from
Crofton and the 4:15 p.m. sailing from Vesuvius as a result.
“The police were called to
investigate a suspected intoxicated driver, after the driver
drew the attention of our crew
by bumping into the vehicle
in front of him,” said Deborah
Marshall, BC Ferries executive
director of public affairs.

Scooter crash

SPEAKERS

Salt Spring emergency services responded to a report of a
scooter accident in the 400 block
of Rainbow Road on Sunday
afternoon.
According to Salt Spring
RCMP Corp. Matthew Crist, a
call was received at 3:40 p.m.
about a scooter that went off
the road and down an approximately 20-foot embankment.
“The scooter operator was
extracted from the ditch and
treated on scene by [ambulance
and fire personnel], and then
transported to Lady Minto Hospital for further treatment,”
he said. “There were no other
vehicles involved in the incident, and based on witness
evidence, it would appear the
MVI was the result of operator error.”
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WATER

Highland-Fernwood Water
System customers will likely face
a major upgrade project in the
near future as distribution pipes
surpass their regular life expectancy.
The system has experienced a
number of boil water advisories
over the past few years due to
water main breaks. There have
been three major breakages in
2020 so far, on Jan. 7, June 13 and
July 17.
Allen Xu, Capital Regional
District engineer for Salt Spring,
noted a large portion of the system consists of asbestos cement
pipes that were laid in the 1970s.
“They have a typical life of 40
to 50 years. As a matter of fact,
those pipes are beyond their service life, so they are due to be
replaced,” Xu said.
The Highland-Fernwood Water
System provides drinking water
to approximately 320 customers
with water sourced from St. Mary
Lake. According to information
in the 2018 annual report, the
Highland service was first developed under the name Vesuvius
Holdings and was converted to
the Highland Water System in
1978. It became a CRD service in
2004. The Fernwood service was
created in the 1970s by a private
developer and was converted
to the Fernwood Improvement
Water District in 1984. It became
a CRD service in 1989.
The utility has been operating as a joint entity 2012, when
the two systems were joined and
upgraded to include a dissolved
air flotation treatment plant.
Dan Robson, CRD Integrated
Water Services manager for Saanich Peninsula and the Gulf Islands,

Ferry delay

NEWS

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

CRD sign on North End Road near the turn-off to Trincomali Heights, which
is part of the Highland-Fernwood Water System impacted by a recent water
main break.
reported the most recent water
main breaks have occurred near
the intersection of Fernwood and
North Beach roads and on LePage
Road.
“It’s pretty well all over the service area, although more so on
the Highland side,” Robson said.
“The last three have been significant.”
Robson noted asbestos cement
pipes can become very brittle as
the age, and it doesn’t take much
to rupture one. The LePage break
happened because a single rock
was up against the pipe. Robson
also suspects the bedding was not
laid correctly when the systems
were originally installed.
Issues with the aging system
have led to an inefficient operation in which as much as 35 per
cent of the water pumped is lost
to leaks. According to the most
recent annual report, the Highland service extracted 85,659
cubic meters (m3) of water from
St. Mary Lake in 2018. Customer
use accounted for just 51,059 m3.
Highland-Fernwood’s operating expenses were over budget
by $56,710 in 2018 due to unexpected corrective maintenance,
and over by another $13,000 in
2019.
“The water loss is considered
high for a small system,” Robson
said.
Salt Spring’s CRD office is in the
process of finalizing a strategic
asset management plan for all of

May visits ASK Salt Spring
MP is guest at July 31
community session
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May is the guest speaker
at the next ASK Salt Spring session taking place this Friday,
July 31 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the United Church Meadow
(or the Portlock Picnic Pavilion
if it’s raining.)
May’s many advocacy priorities include: just COVID
recovery and federal investment into climate solutions;
federal support for child care
to ensure gender equality during the pandemic; bringing
home constituents who are
stranded abroad; federal assis-

tance for small business, tourism, seniors, Canadians with
disabilities and students, both
Canadian and international; a
public inquiry into police wellness checks; and preventing
non-essential border crossings
by Americans.
May will also discuss ways
community members can take
action every day, from writing
letters to sharing and promoting plans that meet goals for a
climate-stable world.
The meeting will be limited
to 50 people. Social-distancing
will be maintained, and masks
are required. Chairs will be
provided. Questions can be
emailed in advance to asksaltspring@gmail.com.

the water systems it oversees.
“An asset management plan will
help prioritize what comes next. In
most cases, the distribution system
is going to be an issue. The question is how do we finance that,”
observed Salt Spring’s CRD director,
Gary Holman.
Holman noted smaller water systems are at a disadvantage because
they lack economies of scale: high

costs are spread between few
ratepayers. Highland-Fernwood
produced some benefit in that
regard when it joined forces, but
the replacement project will still
be costly.
The water main replacement
strategy will likely spread the project out over several years. The project will probably need to include
new bedding and new watercourses as well as new pipes.
Holman said staff may suggest
that CRD water districts nearing
the end of repayment periods for
previous projects keep their fees
the same instead of reducing them
so that funds for pipe replacement
will be available.
“Probably the approach is to
try to incrementally deal with the
problem — unless we are lucky
enough to find infrastructure funding, but there is a lot of competition for those funds,” Holman said.
The CRD is also waiting for
results of a water system optimization report for Salt Spring, which
may suggest further consolidation
of existing service areas.

ATTENTION RESIDENTS !!
Mouats Clothing Co’s next residents day
is Wednesday August 5.
This means 15% OFF
everything in store all day!

See you there!

Advertising
Deadlines Change
Please note that the
Gulf Islands Driftwood office will be closed
on Monday, August 3 - BC Day
and will reopen 8:30am - 4pm
on Tuesday, August 4.
Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood
Wednesday August 5 edition will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline:
Wednesday, July 29, 12 noon
Classified Display Deadline:
Wednesday, July 29, 12 noon
Classified Word Deadline:
Wednesday, July 29, 12 noon
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Step up
ticketing

S

alt Spring Islanders are
justifiably concerned when
they look at the rising
COVID-19 infection rate
attributed to partying vacationers in Kelowna.

B.C. has of course opened up in the past six weeks
and visitors should be welcomed as much as possible.
However, with reports of large groups of people converging on Salt Spring from parts unknown, sharing
a house for the weekend and likely venturing out to
island restaurants, grocery stores and other places,
it’s an unfortunate recipe for a Kelowna repeat.
Salt Spring Islands Trust bylaw enforcement officer
Warren Dingman says the Trust always receives complaints about noise and other impacts of large groups
in vacation rentals during the summer, but this year
COVID-19 concerns are
added to the mix.
That’s why a motion
that
was set to be introSTVRs and
duced at the July 28 Salt
COVID-19
Spring Local Trust Committee meeting makes
a lot of sense. Trustee
Laura Patrick has sugMore Trust
gested that Trust staff
ask vacation rental plataction needed
forms to remove properties that contravene local
bylaws, with entire homes being the specific target.
In several cases, an off-island property manager is
handling the rental for absent property owners.
The house is in effect a commercial enterprise in a
residential zone, not a mortgage helper for island
residents.
In case anyone is deluded or has heard otherwise,
short-term vacation rentals are not allowed on Salt
Spring under terms of the island’s land-use bylaw.
Private rooms in homes and cottages can be rented
as legitimate B&Bs following Islands Trust bylaws and
guidelines. Whole homes cannot legally be rented
out.
A March 2020 report to Islands Trust Council indicated there were 124 open bylaw enforcement files
on Salt Spring as of the end of 2019, but only 21 of
those were about short-term vacation rentals. That is
despite a Salt Spring Local Trust Committee directive
to proactively enforce the STVR ban. Dingman says
the Trust is prepared to ticket vacation rental users,
but has not done so yet. He did not have access to
date about ticketing owners and property managers.
Illegal STVRs can already cause major consternation
for residents living nearby. Valid fears of community
transmission of COVID-19 should give the Trust the
rationale they need to use all the tools at their disposal to quash them this summer.
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Rededicate
Head
head peace efforts
BY JAN SLAKOV

On Aug. 6 and 9, Canada’s
Dominion Carilloneur, Dr.
Andrea McCrady, will ring
the largest bell in the Peace
Tower 75 times. People all
around the world will be
able to hear it, as it will be
audio live-streamed.
Seeing those dates, you
may have a hunch why:
because 2020 is the 75th
anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. Canada was
involved in the Manhattan
Project that built the bombs
— with Canadian uranium.
There is, at least tangentially, a Salt Spring connection to the special bellringing commemoration
of this anniversary. It was
our MP, Elizabeth May, who
asked that the bells in the
Peace Tower be part of a
nation-wide Bells for Peace
commemoration effort,
a request which House
speaker Anthony Rota was
pleased to accommodate.
For decades, Salt Springers have gathered annually to commemorate the
bombings. We want never
to forget the horror of war,
particularly nuclear war, and
to rededicate our efforts for
peace. Holding the event
at the Peace Park — Heiwa
(or “peace”) Garden — is a
way to remember also our
own troubled history with
respect to Japanese-Canadi-

VIEWPOINT

ans and ongoing racism.
This year’s event will
feature singer-songwriters
Sue Newman (who wrote
a song specifically for Hiroshima Day) and Susan Devor
Cogan, who is well-known
in both Israel and Canada as
a folk-world-jazz vocalist. It
is truly an honour that such
gifted artists would show
up, year after year, for these
gatherings.
Why commemorate
such horrible events? Just
as we need, as individuals,
to acknowledge mistakes in
order to learn from them, as
a society, we need to learn
how our forebears engaged
in horrors, so we stand a
better chance of avoiding
similar acts. Germany’s experience is instructive. Police
cadets enrol in a multi-year
program with classes in
law, ethics and police history, which includes learning
from Holocaust survivors. In
Germany, police are trained
to focus on communication
and de-escalation; rates of
police-involved injuries and
killings are much lower than
in the U.S. or Canada.
An emphasis on communication and de-escalation
in international relations
would surely make us all
much more secure. That is

why peace activists across
Canada are mobilizing to
get the Canadian government to drop its plan to
buy new fighter jets, at the
astronomical price of $19
billion. Just the cost of running an F-35 for one hour
is well over $40,000, which
is considerably more than
most bank tellers make in
a year. It’s worth asking our
government whether fighter jets actually provide us
with “security” and whether we might not get much
more by redirecting those
resources. (We don’t need to
ask our MP; she’s already on
record as opposing the plan
to buy more fighter jets.)
Salt Spring’s commemoration will start at 5 p.m., but
anyone who is able to help
with maintaining the gardens in the park (right across
from ArtSpring) is invited
to come earlier, at 4 p.m.,
to chip in. There will also
be a Hibakusha Remembrance webinar at noon on
the internet featuring the
renowned Dr. Mary-Wynne
Ashford (whose family has
strong Salt Spring ties!), Dr.
Jonathan Down and Margritte Gordaneer, founder
of McGill Students for Peace
and Disarmament. For more
information, please call or
email janslakov@shaw.ca or
250-537-5251.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should the Trust
step up enforcement
against STVRs?
Yes

Did you see the
NEOWISE comet?

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.

34

73

YES NO

>
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OPINION
SALT
SPRING

SAYS

WE ASKED: What is

something you love about
British Columbia?
RHEN LEVY
I feel truly
blessed to be
able to step
outside my door
every day into
this amazing
natural paradise
which nourishes
my body, mind
and soul!

JASON GAFFNEY
B.C. has it all
— mountains,
rivers, ocean.
I have lived in
other places
and I always
came back
to this green
paradise.

EMILIE SIPOS
Our ability
to get out in
nature with no
one else around.
And how we
have everything
from mountains
to prairie, and
from desert to
rainforest.

ROB PINGLE
I love the
diversity that
can be found
in B.C. from
beaches to
mountains and
everywhere in
between.

TARA MACLEAN
I’m a huge
fan of Tofino.
Chesterman
Beach is one
of the most
magical places
in the world.

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

LETTERS to the editor
Library love
The following was sent
to Salt Spring Public Library
chief librarian Karen Hudson and filed with the Driftwood for publication.
This is to thank you and
your staff for offering such
wonderful services during
the pandemic. Thank you
for keeping us safe and for
keeping us reading! Recently I phoned the library to
ask if someone could put
together a few bags of children’s books for my grandchildren, ages three and
five. The next day I was able
to pick up 30 lovingly chosen books for them.
The best part of the experience was the look on their
faces when they started to
take the books out of the
bag one by one and “oooh”
and “ahhh” over each one.
“Look at this one! It’s a book

about butterflies! This looks
like a funny one! Can we
read this one right now?”
A few days later their
grandparents from Vancouver came over and they sat
with grandpa for over an
hour listening to him read
to them — priceless! Visiting the library with the children has been missed, but
this brought the library to
us and the children and I
appreciated it very much.
All the best to you and
happy summer!

LYNN THORWALDSON,
SALT SPRING

Words have
power

I was moved by the point
of privilege that Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez made in the
House of Representatives
regarding Representative

“I don’t think CERB helps, but I also think
it’s too easy to blame that when it’s only
one of the factors.”
DANIEL WOOD, SALT SPRING CHEESE GENERAL MANAGER
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Ted Yoho’s terrible treatment of her.
She has an amazing ability to not only pinpoint
the issue but to paint her
detractors into such a corner that unless they have
the courage to undergo a
transformational change
within themselves they
expose the rotten core of
what has been the basis
of their power: “Might is
Right.”
It is a power that has been
wielded in particular by
white men for millennia. I
am ashamed to be a member of such a demographic
and find I must focus my
energies on opposing any
indications of such privilege
within myself. I would be
horrified if I were to discover that inadvertently, or
even innocently, my words
or behaviour had cause to
hurt another human.

Growing up endowed
me with a culture of white,
male privilege which I had
unknowingly adopted, yet
even then, cognitive dissonance fortunately festered
in my brain sufficiently for
me to expel the attitudes to
which I had been exposed.
I always hope that the
aggregate of public speeches of ideas, statements and
expressions such as OcasioCortez had done will be
the catalyst of change that
will enable our species to
continue its existence in a
balanced, equitable and
inclusive manner. We must
evolve to not only guarantee our survival, but that of
the myriad precious species
on our planet.

PETER FREEMAN,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continued on 6

Loveliness of ladybugs gets us through pandemic
Where does your mind go to while you’re
waiting out the COVID-19 pandemic? I
mean, you can bake only so much bread,
watch only this many Netflix shows, and
grow only that many tomatoes. At some
point you have to make a quantum mental
leap and move on to another level of consciousness.
That’s exactly what happened to me the
other day. It started off innocently enough
when my wife, who was checking out her
social network feeds, asked me if I knew
what the name for a group of ladybugs was.
As it turns out, the official collective noun
for ladybugs is a “loveliness.”
Imagine. A loveliness of ladybugs. You
know, like a herd of cattle, a pack of wolves,
a flock of pigeons. A loveliness of ladybugs.
Isn’t that just . . . lovely? Mind you, if there
was a swarm of the little aphid-munching
critters hatching between my bedsheets
while I was trying to get a little shuteye, I
doubt whether “loveliness” would be the
first word out of my mouth.
At any rate, that was all I needed to set
me off on a binge of google searching to
find other group names for animals. Some
of these, such as a gaggle of geese or a
pride of lions, came as no surprise. On the
other hand, a committee of raccoons or a
congress of baboons did indeed tickle the
imagination as to how these names were
first assigned to these particular animals. A
bit of a creepy feeling came over me when
my search revealed a murder of crows and a
congregation of crocodiles. However, there
were other group names that seemed logical and just plain right. Who can object to a
shrewdness of apes or a pounce of cats?
For some obscure reason, hummingbirds
have somehow achieved the “motherlode”
of collective noun group names. There are
no fewer than six different words you can
use to describe a roving gang of these tiny
winged creatures. They can be called a bouquet, a glittering, a hover, a shimmer, a
charm, or a tune.
Having all this COVID-19 time on my
hands, it occurred to me that why should

Shilo
Zylbergold
NOBODY
ASKED ME

BUT

these group collective nouns be restricted
to the animal world? Why not have them
for all groups of anything? And if they don’t
actually exist, then I’m just the person to
inflict these new monikers on the English
language.
The first few came to me easily. I closed
my eyes to envision a scrum of reporters
trying to coax insipid sound bites out of a
scourge of politicians. A few moments later
I imagined a covenant of conservationists
circulating a protestation of petitions to ban
the use of a choke of pollutants.
Hey, this was starting to become a fun
activity. Perhaps I could patent the idea as a
board game and make a fortune selling it to
a dullness of idiots.
The words and ideas started rushing
around my brain. A tangle of coat hangers
conjured up the inevitable picture. Likewise
did a spandex of cyclists. You might see the
world as being divided between a bluebox
of recyclers and a squander of dumpsters.
Would you rather join a pollyanna of optimists or a despair of pessimists? Speaking
of optimists, another possibility for a collective group name could be glass-half-full.
There are so many more possibilities.
Consider an inkling of premonitions, a
slumber of mattresses, or a pythagoras
of triangles. Isn’t it time you thinned out
that attraction of magnets cluttering up
the front of your fridge? And while you’re
cleaning your personal space, how about
gathering up that felt of belly-button lint
you’ve been carrying around with you?
The field of medicine is rife with possible group names for its many specialties.
If you are experiencing vision problems,

you might want to consult someone from
the myopia of optometrists. If skin issues
are bothering you, you might need a session with a practitioner from the blemish
of dermatologists. You may find that your
condition is not a skin issue at all, but just
the result of an infestation by a scratch of
head lice. Perhaps your problems are merely physical manifestations of unresolved
issues in your brain. You could benefit from
a physician affiliated with the rorschach
of psychiatrists. At the other end of your
anatomy, you may seek the expertise of a
member of the finger of proctologists.
Mind you, in these days of the COVID-19
pandemic, maybe I’ve been thinking backasswards about this entire collective group
name business. Hasn’t our provincial health
officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry, been pleading
with us for months to avoid crowds and
restrict the size of our groups? Sure, go tell
a murder of crows that they shouldn’t be
gathering in groups of 50 or more. Let’s see
you be the one to walk up to a congregation of crocodiles ripping apart a bloated
hippo body and inform them that they can
only dine in parties of six or less.
No, social distancing and family-unit
isolating goes against the very grain of
group formation and behaviour. Dr. Henry’s
oft spoken mantra, “be kind, be calm, be
safe” may be just the ticket we need to
flatten the rate of infection curve, but it
will achieve bupkis when a congress of
baboons are screeching it out in a free-forall to determine which ape will ascend to
the role of alpha leader.
Nobody asked me, but there is no shortage of thoughts and activities that can occupy our consciousness until the time when
the “new normal” finally arrives. Whether
it’s making furniture, playing online Scrabble, quilting tapestries, solving Rubik’s cubes,
or, in my case, creating nonsensical group
names for just about everything, it all helps
to strengthen the faith most of us share that
“this too shall pass.” And strictly between
you, me, and a cloud of thousands of ladybugs, wouldn’t that just be a loveliness?
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Cautionary measures needed for hubs
BY DAVID J. RAPPORT
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Counselling for Women
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Program for Children and Youth
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250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#119-109 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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In all appearances, my “Essential services demand essential
responsibilities” piece in the
July 15 Driftwood aroused the
ire of several islanders (Chris
Rowthorn’s Viewpoint and letters by Jane Horsburgh and
Caroline Kyle, July 22), who felt
I was ungenerously taking aim
at Country Grocer workers.
I was taken aback, as that
was certainly not my intention.
Rather, my focus was what I
perceived to be a failure of CG
senior management to adopt
some common-sense precautions to keep our community
safe.
While management did
unquestionably take a number of positive steps, I pointed
out that there is much room
for improvement in some
basic areas, such as ensuring
in-store physical distancing,
mask wearing by employees
in sensitive areas where they
come into close contact with
shoppers, and procedures at
the entrance. I brought those
concerns forward with senior
management in March, but to
no visible effect. Nearly four
months went by, until A. White
(someone I do not know) wrote
of her concerns in this paper—

MORE LETTERS
continued from 5
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Peaceful
warriors
This is an open letter to the
good men of Salt Spring Island.
This is, perhaps, a letter I
should feel disinclined to write;
a “thank you” card for what
should be gifts of basic respect
and dignity. That said, these are
unprecedented times and you
are an unprecedented tribe.
I wish to extend an expression
of my gratitude for the men on
this island who have inspired
my belief in the existence and
impact of highly evolved masculinity. You are men of valour.
You are light and gold.
My life has, thus far, played
out across every major western
Canadian city, from the coast to
the prairies. Being a woman has
been synonymous with being in
the danger zone. I became this,
as I knew only this.
I have learned the beauty of
safety as a woman in the presence of a circle of “peaceful
warriors“ (to borrow favourite
terminology from author Dan
Millman), here, on our beautiful island in the Salish Sea.
I see you.
I see you standing up. I see
you making it safe for your
human family to be female,
to be sexual, gender or ethnic
minorities. I see your courage.
I see your struggle through the
process of shedding the skin of
toxic masculinity our culture
has ingrained in you over a
lifetime of conditioning. I see
you when you intervene. I see

INRESPONSE
concerns I shared, which
sparked the article of mine that
didn’t sit well with some folks.
My critics took my concerns
to be “nitpicky,” “nasty,” or
“pompous”— or all three.
And they chastised me for
not being “kind.” As I see it,
being kind would also have
involved taking the time to
fully read and digest what I
actually said, before flying off
the handle and lambasting
me for something I did not say
or imply. Again, I was calling
management to task for not
putting in place certain safe
operating procedures, not
properly instructing employees about them and not monitoring the situation on a daily
basis, so that this important
island hub won’t risk becoming a source of community
spread of COVID-19 — and so
that customers like A. White
(and she is far from being
alone) will no longer experience extreme discomfort
while shopping at CG.
Management of social hubs
does have special responsibilities to the public to ensure that
you when you lead with great
compassion. I see you forgiving
yourselves and others. I see you
forming the “outside circle;”
becoming protectors of those
who lack your privilege and the
superior physical strength to
feel (and be) safe in the world.
I see you weeping openly for
friends lost and rallying for
those in need.
You know who you are: our
purveyors of light and strength.
You have made it safe for me
to be a woman.
You have made it right to be
a kind man.
You are changing the world,
from the humble roots of a tiny
island.
I celebrate you.
This is my love letter to you,
our peaceful warriors.
May you trust this path.

AMY TREPANIER,
SALT SPRING

Contrary
mask advice
I am writing in response to
David Rapport’s letter in the July
15 paper on wearing masks in
public, specifically at Country
Grocer.
I find that the World Health
Organization and leading
health officials have given out
rather contradictory information on masks and other COVIDrelated issues. Until June, the
WHO advised against the wearing of masks by healthy individuals in public. Inexplicably, it
changed course three months
into a pandemic after the proverbial horse left the barn. This
prompted most governments

the actual operations of their
business are made as safe as
can be. In my opinion, CG has
not fully lived up to that critical
responsibility. And similar concerns have been raised in the
Driftwood about inadequate
management of the Tuesday
Farmers’ Market, which is leading some islanders to avoid that
venue altogether. It is worth
noting that many of the suggestions I had for CG (and that others have had for the market) are
already in place in other stores
both on and off island.

Constructive criticism
and suggestions from
the general public
should be taken
extremely seriously.
The threat of COVID-19 is far
from over, as cases begin to tick
up in this province, across Canada and around the world just as
soon as restrictions are lifted. In
response, public health authorities in B.C. and elsewhere are
beginning to re-impose restricto follow suit, and this despite
pre-COVID studies proving that
medical masks do not prevent
infection of influenza-type diseases.
As for cloth masks, I believe
they can actually increase infection. They are frequently being
used and re-used, put down
on contaminated surfaces and
used again, not washed, or not
washed properly. Masks can act
as petri dishes for pathogens,
including mold, which are being
re-inhaled instead of expelled.
The wearer can frequently
experience dizziness, headaches, fatigue and occasional
fainting, especially when the
mask is worn for an extended
period of time and/ or during
physical exertion.
There should never be a mandate for the healthy public or
employees not in a traditional
medical setting to wear masks,
given the many health risks that
they pose, and I am thankful
for Dr. Bonnie Henry’s calm,
wise guidance throughout this
whole ordeal. It’s an individual’s personal decision to weigh
the risks/ benefits of wearing a
mask; their view should not be
imposed on others.
I would like to thank Country Grocer for navigating the
COVID-19 regulation hurdles
so well. The store is well-organized and not crowded. Despite
new rules, shopping is still a
pleasant experience. I enjoy
exchanging a quick chat with
the friendly employees and
being able to see their smiles.
Kudos to Country Grocer! And
please — no mask requirement
ever!

K. OTTO,
SALT SPRING

tions. Whether we like it or not,
this is a time for being more
vigilant, not less — as an article by the Lady Minto Hospital
Medical Staff Association (“Hospital staff urge COVID-19 caution,” Driftwood, July 22) wisely
reminds us.
The good news is that many
islanders are taking this pandemic extremely seriously,
voluntarily wearing masks in
indoor spaces and doing their
best to keep the distance.
Another crucial way to respond
to the situation is to not shy
away from asking managers
of essential services to do their
utmost to improve their procedures. Constructive criticism
and suggestions from the general public should be taken
extremely seriously.
And one would hope that
efforts by islanders to bring
relevant expertise to bear on
issues of vital importance to the
island would be welcome rather
than summarily dismissed.
The writer has served as an
international consultant to a
consortium of UN agencies,
including WHO, and to the
hovernment of Vietnam on
pandemic spread and pandemic
planning.

+ ROSES
Send your submissions to

newsgulfislandsdriftwood.com.

Rants

To all the golfers and anyone else who did not get it
the first time: It is not okay
to rant or yell at or otherwise abuse a server. This is a
form of violence. If you need
to talk to someone about
your abusive behaviour, call
the crisis line at 1-877-4357544 or 250-537-0735. Jewel
Eldstrom
To a n y o n e w h o t h i n k s
housing people is wrong,
homelessness is a form of
violence and abuse. Equality
for all. Homes for everyone.
Jewel Eldstrom

Roses

A bunch of fragrant summer roses to the person who
handed in my credit card to
Country Grocer last week.
May you be blessed for your
kindness.
Roses to frontline workers who continue to remain
cheerful despite COVID-19
stress and do their best to
serve community members
safely.
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A DAY
in the
LIFE
OF

SALT SPRING

ISLAND
4

5

6

7
1.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

4:39 pm Anne Flieger does some bush trimming on a

5.

PHOTO BY MARGARET THOMSON

7:10 pm Windrush Farm turkey hen self-isolates on

perfect day for gardening.

seven eggs.

2.

PHOTO BY BREANNA PROUDFOOT

6.

3.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

5:48 pm Parker Proudfoot feeds the family sheep.
12:05 pm Susan Benson’s hands hold one of the new

PHOTO BY BOB MACKIE

8:40 am Parks & Rec trail crew member Justin
Byron works on the new Central to Baker Road pathway.
7.

PHOTO BY JILL MAYNARD

folding pop-up books she is making for an upcoming
exhibit.

2:36 pm Niklas Maynard picks a daisy while playing

4.

8.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

1:02 pm Karissa and Katie shop for sunglasses at Osisi
Boutique in Ganges Alley.

at Duck Creek Park.
PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

7:06 pm David Sengler in his garden with some of
his beautiful windchimes.

PHOTOGRAPHED ON
J U LY 1 0 , 2 0 2 0

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND
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A day in a year unlike any other in history
This is the 17th annual Day in the Life of Salt Spring
Island project undertaken by the Driftwood. When
we embarked on our first photo shoot back in 2004
we had no idea how this annual publication would
become such a hugely appreciated visual record of
life on our island.
We also had no idea how different daily life would
be for all of us in the year 2020, due to the coronavirus
pandemic. But except for some photos in this issue
including people wearing masks or positioned in
what we call a “physically distanced” fashion, and a
few other differences, this compilation shows that life
has continued on in a fairly “normal” way for most of
us. Islanders are still spending time with loved ones,
working for others or running their small businesses,
enjoying time spent in nature, with their animals or in
their gardens, making art and music, and having fun

on Salt Spring Island in any number of ways.
A record number of community members
submitted photos this year and we are so grateful
for their contributions. They are: Andrea Varju,
Anna McColm, Avril Kirby, Bob Mackie, Breanna
Proudfoot, Dorothy Irwin, Drew Underwood,
Elehna de Sousa, Hiroe Rowthorn, Ian Franey, Jean
Panepinto, Jill Maynard, Jonn Ashlie, Julia Gilbert,
Julianna Slomka, Junan Adam-Gordon, Kahsia
Hartwell, Kaz Lundgren, Kelly Waters, Kristine
Mayes, Lawrie Neish, Loretta Rithaler, Marcia
Jeanne, Margaret Thomson, Margriet Ruurs, Marie
Beaudoin, Mary Achenhusen, Melanie Morris, Mona
Fertig, Nate Poetker, Nora Layard, Robin Jenkinson,
Sam Barlow, Scott Merrick, Stan Garrod and William
Rithaler.
— Gail Sjuberg, Driftwood editor

PHOTO BY BOB MACKIE

5:00 am The photographer enjoys an early-morning shower
PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

7:01 am Nora Wright takes Shaina for her first walk of the day.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

7:51 am Alec Thomson of Laurie’s Recycling and Waste Services
makes a collection stop at the Tree House Cafe.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

7:10 am A young rabbit at the side of the road.

5 to
9 am

outdoors before setting off to take photos for the 2020 edition of
the Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

7:45 am Wieland and Sue Wettstein get ready to board an 8 a.m. floatplane
flight to Vancouver.

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020 | 9

PHOTO BY BOB MACKIE

7:38 am Gail
Bryn-Jones walks with
Ziggy and Georgia at
Duck Creek Park.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

6:45 am David

Clarke gets carts
ready for shoppers
in time for the 7 a.m.
opening at Thrifty
Foods. The first
hour of the day has
been designated
for seniors and
vulnerable residents
to shop during
the coronavirus
pandemic.

PHOTO BY JULIANNA SLOMKA

8:47 am Lyyle Wrede takes a tasty break from her job at Francis
Bread on Churchill Road.

PHOTO BY ANNA MCCOLM

PHOTO BY JULIANNA SLOMKA

8:59 am School District 64 mechanic John

6:45 am A fawn takes stock in the photographer’s yard before
making its next move.

Wood works to keep the buses going.

Fraser’s Thimble Farms
!
r
e
e
D
h
O

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

6:49 am Carli Bantel, left, opens up North End
Fitness for early birds Cathy Cronin and Bud Sollitt.

Come and see us at Fraser’s Thimble Farms and wander
around our beautiful 3 acre nursery located at the
northern tip of the island. We offer extensive collections
of native and hardy plants from around the world
including ferns, hellebores, hardy orchids,
woodlanders, trees, shrubs and much more.

We can give you advice on plants,
shrubs, trees and repellents so your
garden can be gorgeous even when
deer and rabbits are a problem.
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt. 25 0-537-578 8
Open Tuesday- Saturday 9am-4:3 0pm • Closed Sundays, Canada Day and BC Day

SOUTHEY POINT
Fraser’s
Thimble
Farms
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9 am to 1 pm
PHOTO BY JUNAN ADAM-GORDON

11:46 am Library volunteer Laura Dafoe checks out some books with her granddaughter
Siena Dafoe, testing the new touchless checkout system ahead of the library opening to the
public on a limited basis on Saturday, July 11.

PHOTO BY JEAN PANEPINTO

12:46 pm Sylvia Beech takes a photograph at Fernwood Beach. The weather on July
10 on Salt Spring was mainly sunny with a high temperature of 21.4º Celsius. The average
high temperature for July 10 on the island is 22º C.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

12:13 pm Blanche Poborsa is grateful to get her hair cut by Joanna Barrett of

Island Magic. Personal services such as salons were shut by order of the provincial
health office due to COVID-19 from March 21 to May 19.

PHOTO BY ANDREA VARJU

12:53 pm Salt
PHOTO BY SCOTT MERRICK

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

10:30 am Bruce Wallace has an

12:30 pm Erin Jory is dappled in the shade of

acupuncture session with Dr. Brad Dunstan.

a tree outside the credit union.

Spring Eyecare
manager Gretta
Hildebrandt does
preliminary exam
measurements for a
patient.

• Fresh local vegetables
• Fresh picked &
frozen berries
• Hay sales

Michell’s - OPEN DAILY

On your way to
or from the ferry?
... Come by for your
one-stop shop for
local produce

Corner of Island View Rd. & the Pat Bay Hwy.
8:30am-5:00pm
250-652-6770
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PHOTO BY MARY ACHENHUSEN

12:30 pm Patricia Lockie with Shadow during a relaxing moment on a
Channel Ridge ride and picnic with friends.
PHOTO BY HIROE ROWTHORN

11:45 am Enjoying the sunny day are Kieran and Hannah Rowthorn and their pets:
Jedi the cat, Buttercup the chicken and Rocky the dog.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

12:35 pm

Brody Paine and
Phöenix Lazarre
prepare food in the
Harvest Kitchen
at the Core Inn, a
social enterprise
run by Salt Spring
Community
Services.

PHOTO BY ANNA MCCOLM

12:00 pm ASK Salt Spring session takes place safely outdoors
in the United Church Meadow with guest speaker Gary Holman,
Salt Spring’s Capital Regional District director.

PHOTO BY KAHSIA HARTWELL

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

12:09 pm Library summer students Junan Adam-Gordon, left, and Jacob

12:10 pm Artist

Richardson work at safely distanced tables set up in the library’s program room
to allow some community use of computers.

Mel Williamson works
on a new painting.

See every day in your life clearly!
Complete
vision & eye
health care

• Ocular emergencies
• Laser surgery
co-management
• Eyeglass and contact
lens fitting & sales

Dr. Andrea N.Varju*
Optometrist
#108-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-4356
www.saltspringeyecare.com
*Optometric Corporation

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND
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PHOTO BY MARGRIET RUURS

10:35 am

Salt Spring Island Conservancy
volunteer Kees Ruurs
participates in a Zoom
meeting from his home. The
Zoom online meeting
platform has become an
essential service for people
conducting business and
socializing during the
pandemic period.

PHOTO BY MELANIE MORRIS

11:15 am Sculptor Simon Morris works on the waxes of
his brand new sculpture of “Nowhere To Go,” a comment on
climate change and habitat loss in the Canadian Arctic.

PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

12:51 pm Blake Gold, left, and Scott Harris take a bike break at Ganges Alley.

PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

11:37 am Alix Whitfield delights in cuddling her
PHOTO BY AVRIL KIRBY

11:28 am Sheila and Trevor Harrop, married for 69

new puppy: a Yorkiepoo named Sophie.

years, walk around Meadowbrook. Trevor competed in the
1948 Olympics in London as a swimmer for Great Britain.

Source local
Eat happy

PHOTO BY MARGRIET RUURS

11:00 am Iconic islander Ancient Clown weeds the lavender fields at
Between The Covers B&B on Sharp Road.

Supporting local at Thrifty Foods spans beyond
the thousands of products locally grown and
produced for our stores.
Local is about people. Local is about supporting
our partners in communities across BC.
thriftyfoods.com

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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1 to
5 pm
PHOTO BY JULIA GILBERT

1:18 pm Pippa Gilbert-Isaac samples nasturtiums with her mom
Alura Gilbert.
PHOTO BY JEAN PANEPINTO

3:10 pm Patricia Page buys some flowers for her garden at Fraser’s
Thimble Farms at Southey Point.
.

PHOTO BY KRISTINE MAYES

3:33 pm People walk down Fulford dock, which is closed to visiting
boats, as indicated by the COVID-19 Notice of Closure posted by the
Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island.

PHOTO BY BOB MACKIE

2:30 pm Removing broom from Duck Creek Park are, from left, Bob MacKie, Cathy Lenihan, Chris
Dixon, Steve Abbott, Brian Smallshaw and Gary Gagné.

PHOTO BY WILLIAM RITHALER

3:15 pm William

Rithaler cleans the
chickens’ water
container and gives
them a fresh supply.

PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

3:00 pm Rob Honey works on a renovation project.

LAURIE’S
Garbage,

Recycling, Organics

250-653-9279
Drop Off:

COMMERCIAL • CONSTRUCTION • RESIDENTIAL • STORAGE
Pick Up & Drop Off / Clean Ups
Containers / Scrap Metal Recycling

Monday to Saturday
Winter: 8am-4pm / Summer: 8am-5pm
Next to Country Grocer

An Island Family since 1861 working with the community.
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PHOTO BY JONN ASHLIE

2:10 pm Becka and Brian Heck at the Switchboard Cafe, serving their customers with big smiles.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

3:54 pm Sculptor Bryn Finer works on various elements for a Parks

Canada installation that includes a wall of flora and fauna, part of which
is seen behind him in his studio.

PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

3:19 pm Members

of the Salt Spring
Seals ocean swimming
group hit the water at
Vesuvius from a private
property.

PHOTO BY JILL MAYNARD

2:35 pm Niklas
Maynard runs along
the trail at Duck Creek
Park.

PHOTO BY KRISTINE MAYES

PHOTO BY STAN GARROD

2:30 pm View from Mount Bruce over southern Salt Spring Island and the Gulf and San Juan

4:04 pm From left, pianist Joi Freed-Garrod, clarinetist Kathy Harris and

islands beyond, with the Coast Mountains obscured by low cloud.

cellist Martin Thorn practise in distanced fashion at Joi’s house.

Be Water Wise ... Use Only What You Need
Together we can make a difference
w w w. n o r t h s a l t s p ri n g w a t e r w o rk s. c a

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020 | 15

PHOTO BY SAM BARLOW

4:45 pm Heather, Avery and Samara Leake off on a kayak trip, leaving from Fernwood Beach. First
stop is Wallace Island, then Reid, Valdes and Penelakut.
PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

3:30 pm Gerson Bazaldua through the window at Seaside
Restaurant.

PHOTO BY SAM BARLOW

4:00 pm Rachel Graham braids garlic
and dried flowers at Duck Creek Farm.

PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

3:08 pm Salt Spring Seals member Jane

Armstrong is suited up and ready for an
ocean water swim.
PHOTO BY WILLIAM RITHALER

PHOTO BY LESLIE CORRY

2:36 pm Mark Rithaler prepares to install

3:00 pm A not-shy young buck visits the

a new shed roof on his family property.

photographer’s property.
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Fram

Don’t leave your favorite pictures and
works of art on your memory stick.
• Full-service custom framing
• Large inventory of mats and frames
• Frames of all shapes and sizes, including oval
and round mats

SERVING SALT SPRING SINCE 1995

3-121 McPhillips Avenue
250-537-9917
applephoto@saltspring.com

APPLE
PHOTO
&
IMAGING

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND
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PHOTO BY NORA LAYARD

1:30 pm

Bernadette MertensMcAllister sketches
on Prevost Island,
where she and
the photographer
kayaked for lunch
and some sketching.

PHOTO BY NATE POETKER

2:22 pm An ant is seen in a beautiful runcula poppy. (See the Driftwood’s

PHOTO BY ELEHNA DE SOUSA

2:17 pm Francis Innocenti enjoys a break on Baker Beach.

4:06 pm Two people walk on the beach at Booth Bay at low tide.

PHOTO BY STAN GARROD

Instagram page — driftwoodnews — to see this photo and some others in colour.)

PHOTO BY IAN FRANEY

4:50 pm Marie Beaudoin enjoys life while her Husqvarna robot mower cuts
the lawn.
PHOTO BY ROBIN JENKINSON

PHOTO BY MONA FERTIG

3:10 pm Sam Plosaj takes a break from WWOOFing

4:56 pm Peter Haase works on rebuilding the

at Earth Candy Farm by biking to St. Mary Lake and
having a swim.

greenhouse.

10 COL.

You will need your camera for a
summer to remember!
Staying close to home this summer?
Tour one of the beautiful Gulf Islands and take in
some of the best of British Columbia’s beauty!
For places to play and
places to stay go to:

• less stress
• more economical
• family friendly

gulfislandstourism.com

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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PHOTO BY DREW UNDERWOOD

7:00 pm

The Rough and
Tumble band plays
background music
on the Legion stage
during dinner. While
bars and restaurants
were able to open
for limited sit-down
service in June, social
distancing inside
was still mandated
by provincial health
officer Dr. Bonnie
Henry.
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5 to 11 pm

PHOTO BY KRISTINE MAYES

6:00 pm Jim McGuckin and Max Quinn install a window in
Jim’s tiny house project, while sitting in the bucket of a skidsteer.
PHOTO BY JULIA GILBERT

6:40 pm Liam Stevens with his quail named Plucky.

PHOTO BY KAZ LUNDGREN

5:01 pm Kaz Lundgren’s bike carries a Mystic
Pizza to the beach for the family to enjoy.

PHOTO BY KELLY WATERS

PHOTO BY STAN GARROD

6:19 pm Bruce Sanders serves guests on his deck.

PHOTO BY BREANNA PROUDFOOT

5:30 pm Salt Spring Seals member Kelly

6:03 pm Piper Proudfoot waters the family garden,

Waters, right, in Vesuvius with her childhood
friend Laurie Dolinsky, who lives in Vernon.

including a giant zucchini plant. Gardening activity exploded
on Salt Spring Island as elswhere in response to COVID-19.

Now this is a Day in the Life!
Connect with us,
cell phones and consumer electronics.
346 LOWER GANGES RD • 250.537.8371

your source for retail consumer electronics

DAY IN THE LIFE OF SALT SPRING ISLAND
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PHOTO BY DOROTHY IRWIN

5:54 pm Residents of Fir
Street In Brinkworthy are
treated to a presentation
by Bob Ripley on Winston
Churchill, using snippets
from actual tapes and
interspersed with the music
of Vera Lynn and George
Formby.

PHOTO BY MARCIA JEANNE

5:25 pm Darin, Arne and Wren Wick, and Kaz Lundgren take a
family selfie after a pizza dinner on the beach.

PHOTO BY LORETTA RITHALER

10:12 pm The day is done: Vesuvius sunset.

PHOTO BY BREANNA PROUDFOOT

PHOTO BY MARIE BEAUDOIN

5:54 pm Ian Franey gets set for a bike ride.

5:26 pm Peighton Proudfoot feeds the chickens,
part of the family’s evening 4H chores.

PHOTO BY LAWRIE NEISH

7:30 pm Michael

10:08 pm Bedtime for the flock.

Powell prepares his
Messerschmitt Bf 109
for flight during a Salt
Spring Island Radio
Control Flyers club
gathering.

PHOTO BY LORETTA RITHALER

Nothing could be better
than spending
all the days of your life
on Salt Spring Island.

www.paulzolob.com

250.526.2626

STOP BY OUR OFFICE 342 LOWER GANGES RD., SALT SPRING ISLAND

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Serving Salt Spring Island & the
Southern Gulf Islands

Duncan Realty

SALT SPRING BRANCH
342 Lower Ganges Road
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ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT

OPEN FOR DINING IN
Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm
Sunday Brunch - Garden Patio

AWARDS

Salt Springers wow Sooke jury
PHOTO BY BERNADETTE MERTENS-MCALLISTER

Ofrenda by Mike Azzarello, winner of the Jan Johnson Memorial
Award for Social Commentary.
Pine Trees and Barn - Sibley by Josephine Fletcher earned both
an award of excellence and a Juror’s Choice Award at the 2020
Sooke Fine Arts Show.

Fall Fair
FOCUS
Regional show
awards announced
Saturday We’re having a

FUN FA IR not a FALL FA IR!

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Email a photo of yourself with your exhibit to

ssifallfair@shaw.ca

Salt Spring artists have once made their
beforemark
Sept 1.at the
Sooke Fine Arts Show, both in terms of overall presence and
on the awardsJUNIOR
roster. ENTRIES - ideas for your exhibit include:
you with
your pet.prizes
• you andthis
youryear
pet in costume.
Local talents •who
claimed
are photographers Mike Azzarello
and that
Seth
• a flower bouquet
youBerkowitz
picked for yourand
mom.painter
Josephine Fletcher.
were
• a Lego Awards
or Duplo project
thatannounced
you have made. Saturday
afternoon during
a livestreamed
event,
the entire
2020
• vegetables
that you have
grown.as• baking
or craft project.
show has moved to an online format.
The annual juried show is open to residents of VancouWinners
bySalt
ver Island and the coastal islands. This
yeardetermined
at least 16
random
draw
for
blue
ribbon
Springers were accepted, out of 270 to 280 artists in total.
and
$50
gift
certifi
cate.
Berkowitz had three photos accepted into the show and
won awards of excellence for two of them. He previously
Go to www.ssifi.org
won a Sooke award in 2014. Besides being incredibly surfor
and ruleswas
prised to receive even one award thisinformation
year, Berkowitz
impressed by the strong cohort of fellow islanders.
“The first time I won an award I was excited there were a
couple of other Salt Springers on the stage as well,” he said.
JULY 15
“I did a quick comparison of the population of Salt Spring
versus the population of Vancouver Island and realized Salt
Springers are really really over-represented — and that’s
true this time as well with three of us among the 10 awardwinners. It’s extraordinary.”
Berkowitz received one of his prizes for a piece called
Screamers 4, which is part of his Torn and Splintered Ridge
project, an homage to Emily Carr’s Screamers paintings of
clearcuts.
“She was very much upset by the devastation being
caused, even back in her time,” Berkowitz explained.
Also awarded was Cold On The Lake (Bobcaygeon).
Berkowitz took that image in January while exploring the
Kawartha Lakes area of Ontario, which is best known for
summer recreational activities. As he explains in his statement, “the snow and the cold of winter transforms the
landscape, bringing out the structural elements in winter
monotones.”
Fletcher was also inspired by a visited landscape for
her painting Pine Trees and Barn - Sibley, which earned
both an award of excellence and the Juror’s Choice Award
bestowed by Terry Fenton.
Fletcher explained she was travelling in the area of Sibley,
B.C. and painting views of old houses last summer when she
came across a barn. Green light coming through a nearby
pine forest and gathering storm clouds compelled her to
immediately start painting and capture the scene.
“I was just reacting to what I saw and I was really thrilled
to paint it,” Fletcher said.
The work was previously shown as part of Fletcher’s

Fall Fair
FOCUS
We’re having a

FUN FA IR not a FALL FA IR!

PAINTERS ARE READY!: A gloved and masked
Patricia Calvert accepts a painting for the Painters
Guild’s Summer Show and Sale in the ArtSpring
gallery, marking the first public event at the arts
centre since the COVID-19 shutdown. The show runs
daily from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Tuesday, Aug. 4,
and from 11 a.m. to noon on Aug. 5. Admission is
free and stringent COVID measures are in place to
protect visitors and volunteers.

Fall Fair
FOCUS
We’re having a

FUN FA IR not a FALL FA IR!

Email a photo of yourself with your exhibit to
ssifallfair@shaw.ca before Sept 1.
HORTICULTURE ENTRIES Cold On The Lake (Bobcaygeon) by Seth Berkowitz, one of two
• With the gardens growing out of control this year,
photographs by him that won awards of excellence on Saturday.
you have many chances to enter photos of your
spectacular vegetables,
Houses exhibition at Duthie Gallery.
fruitsFletcher’s
and flowers.
One of
favourite places to paint is the west

Email a photo of yourself with your exhibit to
ssifallfair@shaw.ca before Sept 1.
HOBBY ARTS AND CRAFTS • With time on your hands the last 4 months you have
done many projects, so enter a photo of yourself with
your work! (Sewing, knitting, weaving, spinning,
basketry etc.)

coast ofWinners
Vancouver
Island.byDuring the COVID shut-down she
determined
has been
painting
flowers
since she’s had to focus on her
random
draw for
blue ribbon
“own little
world
at home.”
and $50
gift certifi
cate. A painting of a giant camellia
tree behind Helen Ruckle’s house at Ruckle Farm can be curGo to www.ssifi
.org
rently viewed
at Pod Contemporary
Gallery.
for information
and rules
The 2020
Sooke show
was the first one that Fletcher
has entered, and she was also surprised and delighted to
receive her awards. She observed it’s not easy to be an artist
and art supplies are expensive.
JULY 22
“Getting the award was like, ‘Yay! I get to be a painter,’”
Fletcher said. “I love colour, and I get to play around with
colour. That’s what I’m really doing.”
Azzarello received the Jan Johnson Memorial Award for
Social Commentary for her photograph Ofrenda, which
portrays a woman placing offerings on an altar for Dia de
los Muertos in Oaxaca City, Mexico.
“It’s perfect to be recognized for social commentary
because that is what I shoot for. My interest is community
and social justice, and to be recognized for that in my photography is really great,” Azzarello said.
Azzarello said she was really swept into the spiritual events
she witnessed taking place in Oaxaca, and deeply moved by
the willingness of the people there to include outsiders.
“The woman in the photograph and everyone there were
really open to letting strangers in to something that was
so intimate. They are communing with their ancestors, or
anyone in their family who’s died. It was a really moving
experience,” Azzarello said.
The Sooke Fine Arts Show can be viewed online at https://
sookefinearts.com through Aug. 3. Islanders will have more
chances to see work by local award-winning artists in the
coming months. Fletcher has an upcoming show at Auntie
Pesto’s Cafe. Azzarello will show at Ulrieke Benner’s studio
Art You Wear starting Aug. 25.
ArtSpring’s executive director Cicela Mänsson is hoping
to exhibit all the Salt Spring pieces from the Sooke Fine
Arts Show at the island arts centre once the official event is
closed. Details between the two organizations are yet to be
finalized, but look for an announcement soon.

Winners determined by
random draw for blue ribbon
and $50 gift certificate.
Go to www.ssifi.org
for information and rules

JULY 29

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Mystery is a very timid but sweet gal who needs a
loving and understanding home to help her learn to
trust humans. Although not interested in being held,
she does love pets and is very curious.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years
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ISLAND LIFE

Here’s
My Card
Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

COMMUNITY

New equine program launched
Frontline workers to
benefit from local group’s
initiative
BY KRYSTA REED
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

Vasili Skrivanos

License Home Inspector
CPBC license number 78827

Call or Text 250 812 5335
vasili@maxinspection.ca
maximumhomeinspections.ca

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR

SUMMER DRIVING

From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to
stereos, tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
Licensed Refrigeration
Fully Insured & Security Screened
Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

This high profile advertising space
is available,
call

250.537.9933

MEDIA

DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

MEDIA

Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
DRIFTWOOD
GULF ISLANDS MEDIA
Gulf
Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com

REVERSE BELOW

328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
V8K 2V3 Canada
Follow us on Facebook

Rick Colliou
ADVERTISING MANAGER
PH: 250-537-9933 ext: 205
CELL: 250-538-2429
www.driftwoodgimedia.com

rcolliou@driftwoodgimedia.com

#1 AD

Salt Spring Therapeutic Riding Association is launching a new program for frontline workers on Aug. 3.
The Frontline Heroes Program is a
restorative equine experience that aims
to provide relief to frontline workers from
the stress and anxiety they may experience working on the frontlines of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
SSTRA has been providing a therapeutic
equine program since 2001. The organization has had its fair share of financial
hardship over the past two years, with
damage to infrastructure and loss of revenue from the December 2018 windstorm
and, most recently, due to COVID-19.
Lynn Mosley, director of the Valley Therapeutic Equestrian Association in Langley,
said, “A lot of the therapy barns are run
by volunteers and not paid staff. The therapeutic equine establishment went from
thriving to having zero revenue overnight
because of COVID.”
“The reality was that [therapy] horses
would need to be sold. You can’t replace
them. They are hard to come by. These
horses are beloved members of staff and
there’s a lot of time put into training these
animals.”
The new Frontline Heroes Program
initiative has a community service component and can assist in providing funding for therapeutic centres throughout
Canada.
Mosley said, “[It’s] to help the other riding centres survive. They desperately need
the revenue.”
SSTRA president Gail Muise and her
fellow board members were inspired by
the program VTEA started in June and
decided to create their own Frontline

ROTATE DONE
FOR july
29
Salt Spring Therapeutic Riding Association facilitator Julianna Brossolette, left, with

PHOTO BY ERIKA PONSFORD

frontline worker Gini Eder and Domino, one of the program’s therapeutic riding horses.
Heroes Program. It will provide a one-ofa-kind equine therapy experience on the
island to a new demographic — frontline
workers at the forefront of service in all
communities — improving their physical,
mental and emotional well-being.
Medical professionals, firefighters,
police officers, grocery store clerks, pharmacists, care home workers, mothers and
fathers are invited to SSTRA to experience
relaxation in a safe, unbiased, supportive and serene environment. Participants
will be matched with a highly trained,
empathetic therapy horse and an Equine
Facilitated Learning-trained facilitator
will guide the sessions, integrating the
EFL philosophy — a gentle and highly
effective way of reconnecting to oneself;
a philosophy that promotes relaxation
and wellness.
Equine therapy horses must display a
multitude of qualities and abilities to be
chosen for therapeutic training.
Erika Ponsford, program manager for
SSTRA, said, “The greatest commonality
of horses engaged with therapeutic work
is their connection to people. Whether
the horse is used for riding or unmounted
therapeutic work, a great therapeutic
horse demonstrates consistent compas-

top goes to
bottom all
moves up

sion, patience, kindness and enthusiasm
for the job.”
“Some people say it takes 14 horses
to find a therapeutic horse,” said Muise.
“The therapeutic horses we end up with
are very special.”
As a part of their new program launch,
SSTRA is also offering the Frontline Hero
Appreciation Fundraiser. The fundraiser
gives the public an opportunity to gift a
restorative equine experience to a frontline hero of their choice, or they can
donate to the program if they don’t have
someone in mind to sponsor. SSTRA will
provide their gift to a frontline hero.
Muise said, “Not every frontline hero
will be able to afford the $65 cost for a
therapeutic equine experience.”
“If someone is looking for a way to give
back, it is a concrete way to do that,” she
added.
Registration for the Frontline Heroes
Program and the Frontline Heroes Appreciation Fundraiser is through the SSTRA
website: http://www.sstra.ca/. Tax receipts
are provided.
COVID-19 safety protocols have been
put in place. For those under the age
of 18, parent/guardian information is
required.

LITERARY EVENT

Pandemic limericks wanted for contest
ArtSpring, the library and Salt Spring
Island Foundation team up
SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING

If your problem is COVID-19
And it keeps you from making the scene
Here’s help, have a look
You might win a book!
With a limerick that’s not too obscene.
Feeling more wordy than nerdy? Ready to realize your
dream of becoming a celebrated limerick writer? Hoping for
a contest to showcase your abilities? The Pandemic Limerick
Project provides a chance to claim your title and win a $50 gift
certificate to Salt Spring Books.
ArtSpring, the Salt Spring Island Public Library and the Salt
Spring Island Foundation have come together to assemble
a document of this time of coronavirus, created in our own
inimitable Salt Spring fashion. And here’s how it goes. Write
a limerick on the subject of the pandemic in the style of the
example above. Submit your work (only one per person of any

age) to ArtSpring at artspring.ca/limerick. If you have a friend
or relative who is always sending you limericks, they have a
chance to win too.
The contest is open to anyone who lives in the great Province of British Columbia. People have from July 27 to Aug. 14
to submit. Limericks will be judged by three of Salt Spring’s
finest writers: Kathy Page, Chris Humphreys and Diana Hayes.
A celebratory Zoom event of limerick readings will be
hosted by the Salt Spring Island Public Library on Aug. 20. Two
winners will be chosen and announced on Aug. 31.
Even if you don’t win a prize, your work may be immortalized in a book, available at the end of November for a
minimum donation of just $15 to the Salt Spring Island Foundation. So really, it’s a big win for everyone in the community
and guaranteed to be at least as much fun as your favourite
crossword puzzle. Get writing today. With pen in hand, we
know you can! The book is valued at $15, tax receipts will be
issued for donations in excess of $15.
All proceeds of the Pandemic Limerick Project fundraiser
(less $15 times the number of donations) will go towards the
Salt Spring Island Foundation’s COVID-19 Emergency Preparedness and Relief Fund.
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Centre holds virtual yoga retreat

Here’s
My Card

Community invited
to enjoy and
support island
tradition

Your “clear” choice
for glass.

BY COURTENAY CULLEN AND
SHARADA FILKOW
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

The Salt Spring Centre of
Yoga would like to invite
our fellow Gulf Islanders to
join our Virtual Annual Community Yoga Retreat, taking
place online for the first time
from Friday, July 31 to Sunday, Aug. 2.
This is our 46th annual
summer retreat; the longest-running family retreat
in western Canada. The
theme of this year’s retreat
is “Bringing it Home,” as
we learn to bring our practice home, and also to come
home to ourselves during
these times of change.
While online this year, the
retreat will still be packed
with incredible experiences. From beautiful morning
meditations to breathwork;
yoga classes taught by our
excellent and experienced
teachers; live music and kirtan; and fabulous entertainment, with a one-man Ramayana performance and even
a live-hosted talent show.
We will even have chat
rooms we’re calling “picnic tables” where folks can
simply come together and
connect, whether it be for
the first time, or to reminisce
about retreats past.

PHOTOS COURTESY SS CENTRE OF YOGA

From top, asana in the Pond Dome during a recent Annual
you have
information on any of
D.W. Salty is looking
for YogaIfRetreat
Community
at Salt Spring Centre; kids participate
in Hanuman Olympicsstreets,
in earlier days
at thecontact
centre. us at:
please
material for his column, our
250-537-9933 or

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

inspired by the teachings
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

But it wouldn’t be a family retreat without the kids.
This year we’ve created a
special kids program that
will be partly on-screen but
that will also offer projects
and activities for kids to do
off-screen at home and outside. Kids have always been
a hugely important part
of our community and our
retreat, and this year is no
exception.
The centre was founded
in 1981 here on Salt Spring,

of Baba Hari Dass, a silent
monk and master yogi, who
taught his students to live
their yoga practice through
kindness and service. The
centre is also home to the
beloved Salt Spring Centre School, which for many
years has been helping our
island’s children to grow into
wonderful, compassionate
human beings. The centre
has also hosted many years
of yoga getaways, yoga

teacher trainings, and volunteer programs. Through
all these means the centre
holds a special place in the
hearts of many islanders and
beyond.
Like many islanders and
local businesses, the centre
— a nonprofit — has been
hit hard by COVID-19, with
all of our in-person programing cancelled due to
safety precautions. As such,
our virtual retreat is also a
major fundraising effort for
the centre at a critical time.
We humbly ask our fellow
islanders for the love and
support they have always
given so freely, and to join
us for what promises to be
a weekend filled with joy,
laughter and lots of family
and yoga. We are offering
tiered registration, in hopes
that everyone will be able
to attend, no matter their
financial situation.
We are so grateful to have
been a part of this special
island community for so
many years.
“Peace in the mind, love
and compassion in the heart,
bring the scattered world
into one reality.” -Baba Hari
Dass
To register or find out
more about our Virtual
Annual Community Retreat
or other ways you can help
or donate to the centre,
please visit our website at
www.saltspringcentre.com.
Retreat inquiries can be sent
to acyr@saltspringcentre.
com.

New books still arrivingD.W.
at Salty
Salt Spring library
D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

BY MAGGIE WARBEY
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

You can go to the Salt Spring Library
web page to check out the opening
hours and regulations as well as new
titles. One feature is that a volunteer
will get your books off the shelf and
they will be waiting for you when we
are open.
The Power of Disability: 10 Lessons
for Surviving, Thriving, and Changing the World is a reminder that
we each have the power to create
a good life for ourselves. Drawing
from the lives of many highly regarded individuals, each of whom have
some disability, the author presents
a cogent and humorous discussion
of the many contributions people
with disabilities have made to the
world we live in. The stories are the
basis of 10 lessons of world-changing
ideas and activities that inspire and
educate.
We can still dream of distant places! And the library New Shelf has
a growing complement of wonderful travel books to help you plan as
well as dream. Cook Islands: Travel
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Salt Spring
Island.
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ONTHE
NEWSHELVES
for his column,

essential advice to the Gen X woman
to help her out of the abyss and to
give her the tools to stay out.
Rebel Women: Achievement
Beyond the Ordinary presents the
amazing lives of eight women from
Western Canada who clearly were
capable of more than most. Though
they are largely unknown in this era,
these women each took on their
world in the 19th and 20th centuries and made extraordinary choices
and chances that changed them and
their lives for ever . . . a woman doctor; an aviatrix; a movie actor, writer,
producer; a journalist and more. Each
one of these women tore down the
walls that confined her and made
more of herself and her world than
was acceptable or usual for her time
and place.
On the New Fiction shelf I discovered Friend: a Novel from North Korea
by Paek Nam-nyong. Unlike the harrowing tales of escapees, this is the
story of ordinary life within the borders. It is the unfolding story of a bad
marriage falling apart. It shows that
far from being simply brainwashed
followers of the great leader, people
in North Korea have full lives and
simple dreams of happily ever afters:
the full range of normal human.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Guide opens up the possibilities of
this tropical paradise. Water activities and beach time are just some of
the many treats awaiting the visitor.
White-coral architecture, arts, and
a strong culture are all to be found.
The official language is English, making it easy to get around and get
along. This little volume covers so
much: where to go, what to see,
where to stay, what to eat, what to
buy . . . as well as social, political and
cultural history.
Why We Can’t Sleep: Women’s New
Midlife Crisis is the tale of the Generation X woman and the many issues
that face her. Midlife women across
North America were canvassed to find
out their experiences and concerns:
the results showed that they while
they grew up expecting to “have it
all,” in fact, they are exhausted, terrified about money, underemployed
and overwhelmed. And most important, they are being told that their
issues are not valued. This author
offers reassuring, empowering and
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Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
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Salt Spring Island
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits
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For appointments call 1-250-710-1884
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OPEN: 10AM TO 7PM! CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
1606 Joan Ave., Crofton 250.324.2249
C

READING

Social change, travel and
fiction topics
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Come Snoop Around!

The numbers don’t lie

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
corporate, estate)
INCLUDE:
•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business
Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road
250-537-9742

D.W. Salty is looking
for material for his
column,
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Salt Spring
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If you have information
on any of our streets,
please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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WHEN
Five years ago
Salt Spring was named a finalist in the Canada-wide Kraft Project Play contest, making it one of four communities competing
for $250,000 in recreation project funding. The island was in the
competition thanks to Salt Spring Tennis Association member Erica
Ross, who nominated Portlock Park as needing a major renovation
to its playing courts. Judges were to base their decision on how
the money would be used, creativity of nominations and the community’s passion and spirit. The nomination would set off a major
campaign involving a wide swath of the community.

Ten years ago
Firefighters were kept busy in 30-degree weather by a stubborn
fire over two days at 1482 Fulford-Ganges Rd. The fire started in the
laundry room of a home that was destroyed in the blaze and spread
into the understory 50 metres away. Local firefighters were assisted
by a B.C. Forest Service three-member “rap-attack” dispatched by
helicopter to contain any threat of wildfire. Crews were back on the
scene 24 hours later for a ground burn about 25 metres away from
the house site, which was thought to have sparked underground. A
B.C. Forest Service helicopter dropped five buckets of water on the
area while 20 firefighters and a three-member rap-attack crew took
roughly six hours to fully extinguish the .5-hectare (1.2-acre) blaze.

Twenty years ago
Speakers, musicians and scattered onlookers braved chilly winds
at Centennial Park in a rally to stop Texada Land Corporation from
clear-cut logging part of the Mount Maxwell watershed in the area
of Rippon Creek. North Salt Spring Waterworks District had recently
reached an agreement with Texada to purchase most of the surrounding property, but two small pieces of primary watershed land
were still privately owned, one by Texada and the other by Fairfield
Holdings.

Thirty years ago
Ganges RCMP were investigating two incidents of sabotage of
logging equipment. On a Mount Bruce property owned by Weldwood of Canada, 13 logging machines, including skidders, log
loaders, trucks and a grader belonging to Hamilton Logging Ltd.
were found to have sand in the oil. Hamilton said at least eight, if
not more of the machines, were damaged beyond repair. Damage
was estimated at $200,000. A second incident occurred at a Stewart
Road logging site, where a bulldozer belonging to a local logging
contractor also had sand in its engine.

Forty years ago
Salt Spring’s Mike Menzies was 15th to reach Vancouver in the
Nanaimo bathtub race and also took home the trophy for good
sportsmanship. Menzies had skippered a bathtub in the worldfamous race for several years. In the four years that the sportsmanlike trophy had been offered, he had taken it three times. He was
sponsored by Ganges Auto Marine.

Fifty years ago
Gulf Islands homebuilders and contractors were required to
start following the National Building Code and to acquire building
permits before starting work. Two building inspectors were hired
and an office set up for them through the Capital Regional District.
Property owners were also now required to get permission from the
Department of Highways prior to constructing a driveway.

Sixty years ago
The Driftwood chastised the community for their zero attendance
rate at school board meetings. “The school trustees have the heavy
responsibility of providing for your children’s education and they
oversee the spending of nearly a quarter of a million dollars in
public money,” the front page story stated. “Granted the meetings
are dull and lengthy, but the non-attendance of the public is what
makes them dull and lengthy ... We think the P.T.A. is especially derelict in its duty by not having a representative at every meeting and
reporting back to the P.T.A.”

BIG BASS:

PHOTO BY HAL KEOWN

Islander Michelle Kay shows the huge smallmouth bass she caught in St. Mary Lake last Monday,
July 20. It was the first time she had fished in the lake, which contains bass, yellow perch, rainbow trout and
cutthroat trout.

FUNDRAISER

Campaign for accident victim
Strong family ties hold elder injured
at Stowel Lake
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Family members of a man who was critically injured
in a Stowel Lake swimming accident are doing everything they can to stay by his side through his next few
months of recovery in hospital.
Allen Lewis junior, who is known to most by his
nickname Bebe, was on Salt Spring having a weekend mini-vacation with friends when he suffered a
life-changing accident on July 13. His daughter Angie
August explained Lewis incurred significant spinal cord
damage after taking his last dive of the day.
Lewis was airlifted to Victoria and then moved to
Vancouver on July 14. Surgery on July 18 involved
inserting a rod to secure his skull to his spine. Breathing and feeding tubes were also installed. While doctors have warned the family Lewis may never recover
movement in his arms and legs, they are holding out
hope.
“The spinal team says that he won’t regain mobility but he has a large community and a lot of them
are saying he will, and they know people who have,”
August said. “Everyone is having a positive outlook
for his recovery. We’re just hoping and praying all day,
every day.”
Lewis has seven siblings and six children, and they all
have spouses and kids of their own. The close-knit family rallied to be together at Victoria General Hospital
and then moved on to the home of Lewis’ sister Vivian
Jacob in North Vancouver.
A GoFundMe campaign called “Elder Bebe Lewis
Medical & Family Support” has been launched to help
recover some of those travel costs and to allow family
to continue to be with Lewis as much as possible while
he’s in Vancouver. All of his close family members live
in Squamish aside from Jacob and August, who lives on
the Sunshine Coast.
“During the first week we were all at Auntie’s every
day but this week a lot of people had to go back to
work,” August said Friday, explaining how people are
taking turns to drive in and visit.
A well-known figure in the Squamish Valley, Lewis is
Skwxwú7mesh on his father’s side and Nuu-chah-nulth
from Port Alberni on his mother’s side. August said her
dad is a lifelong learner who has studied computer
programming and earth sciences. Even recently the
68-year-old was studying fibre optics for the second
time. He also loves being out on the river or up in the
mountains and has often broadcasted videos of his
adventures on Facebook Live, which delights his many
followers.
“My dad has a lot great friends, and a lot of them
call him dad or uncle,” August said, adding that made

PHOTO COURTESY ANGIE AUGUST

Bebe Lewis on one of his many travels prior to the
serious spinal injury that occurred after an accident
at Stowel Lake on July 13. Lewis is well known for
preferring his shirts unbuttoned.
things a little more difficult for hospital staff to sort
out visitors.
“He’s just such a great person to be around, and he’s
funny and understanding. He’s always very open and
understanding and welcoming. He’s not judgmental.
He always chooses to be happy,” August said. “And
he’s hilarious.”
August said having family members nearby is especially important for someone like her father, who normally connects with many people during the course of
his day. Now that he’s through his surgery Lewis is active,
alert and doing a lot of talking, although not everyone
can understand what he’s saying through his breathing
tube. (One request that has been clear is he wants the
family to bring a traditional medicine person to the
hospital, so there will be more travel expenses to cover.)
As well as aiding Lewis’ recovery, being able to come
together has provided crucial support for all those
struggling to cope with the tragic situation.
“Being around family the last couple of weeks has
helped me keep it together,” August said. “All my
aunties and uncles came and all my sisters and brothers
came. It really helped having my aunties and uncles;
they just made me feel less scared.
“And we’ve had so much support form the community. Having those people constantly posting and
praying and giving us love has helped me stay positive
about this.”
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Donald Louis Hartwig
1928 - 2020

Don, age 92, passed away
peacefully on July 19, 2020
at Lady Minto Hospital on
Saltspring Island.
Don was born on March
28, 1928 in Prince Rupert to
Elmer and Sarah Hartwig and
was the eldest of three children
(Don, Rose Marie, Alan).
Don leaves behind: his
wife of 65 years, Joyce (Wright); children Jo Ann,
Janet, Susan (Rick) and Gary (Cathy); grandchildren
Brad, Ryan, Chris, Emma, Natalia and Gabriel; great
grandson, Jaydon; and nephews, Fred, Scott and Pete.
His brother Alan predeceased him.
Don attended Western Washington University
and returned to Prince Rupert with a teaching degree
(major in history) where he began his teaching career
in the same schools he had attended as a student.
Don was a sport enthusiast with a particular fondness
for basketball and he coached the Prince Rupert
Rainmakers and Rainettes for the duration of his time
in Prince Rupert. At Western Washington University
Don was an excellent competitive tennis player, and
continued to play regularly well into his 80s.
In 1967 the family relocated to Saltspring Island
where Don began the next stage of his career in
education as the principal of both the Saltspring
Elementary School and Gulf Islands Secondary
School. He continued coaching basketball as well as
organized the first band program to be offered at the
secondary school. He went on to become a Director
with the B.C. Ministry of Education and after
retiring, he worked as consultant well into his 80`s,
auditing private schools around the province.
When it came to family, Don was happiest when
many of his children, grandchildren and nephews
were together. He was an ardent traveller who enjoyed
museums, theatre and visiting family overseas,
especially Jennifer, a recently discovered cousin
residing in Italy. Don was a lifelong learner and great
raconteur, who loved a good conversation; however,
when a subject got heated or off track, he was quick
to change topics with his well-known phrase “while,
anyways…” He also had a sharp wit which held him
in good stead as both a father and a principal.
Don was a kind person who touched the lives of
many friends, colleagues, students and especially his
extended family. Dad, you will be so missed and we
hope you are off playing tennis, shooting hoops or
drinking a beer.
A celebration of life may be arranged at a later date.
The family thanks Dr. Leon and the wonderful
staff at Lady Minto Hospital Extended Care for their
compassionate care of Don during his short stay.
In lieu of flowers the family would like to ask that
a donation be made to the charity of your choice in
his name.

NO

A tribute to the man, wild child,
VP, Mr. Jamaica, mentor, athlete,
track & soccer coach, motorcycle
lover, gardener, son, brother,
husband, father & grandfather.
Jim grew up on a small farm
in Richmond BC where he picked
blueberries with his siblings to help
make ends meet.
He had a long and substantial
travel career working his way up to VP of Operations &
Product Development at Air Canada Vacations.
Jim was highly respected by his coworkers, associates,
and friends in the travel industry. He was smart,
interesting, always ready for a good time and definitely
a bit of a character whose exploits could engender
much amusement and laughter. He truly was nature’s
gentleman and will be sorely missed by everyone who
had the good fortune to know him.
Jim had the kindest soul, the hardest work ethic, the
most discipline, the wittiest sense of humour and the
greatest love for the people in his life. ~ We’ll kick it into
high gear for you always.
He took his last flight on Saturday July 11th, surrounded
by his wife Diane Tremblay, twin daughters Sarah &
Michelle Proctor, son in law Mark Brown, brothers Gary
& Brian Proctor and his sisters in law. He was 72 years old.

Happy anniversary —
65 years! Fantastic!
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Coming Events
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Bob and Jinny Rush
July 30th
From your children and grandchildren

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

You will forever be our
sunshine, our North Star and the
wind in our sails. We love you.

Business
Opportunities

is currently accepting applications
for the full-time position of
Advertising Sales Representative.
We offer training, a competitive salary
plus commission and benefits.
Interested candidates send resumes to:

Concrete & Placing

Rick Colliou

rcolliou@driftwoodgimedia.com
Storage
Drafting & Design

Computer Services
GULF COAST MATERIALS

Auctions
WARD’S & BUD HAYNES
Firearms
Auction, Saturday,
August 22nd, Edmonton,
Alberta. Hundreds of Lots in
all Classes. Huge Colt
Collection.
www.WardsAuctions.com.
Call Brad
780.940.8378, Linda
403.597.1095 to Consign.

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper? Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End. Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

SEE
WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON
PAGE 24

Michael O’Connor Life Coach Astrologer
sunstarastrology.com
1-800-836-0648
sunstarastrology@
gmail.com

24 | WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020

SPORTS + RECREATION
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The astrology forecast for 2020 indicates the dawning of a whole new era and an
economic reset, both of which are connected and are officially scheduled to occur on
Winter Solstice. Jupiter and Saturn will form a conjunction on December 21, 2020, at
0 degrees Aquarius.
That the world continues to be plagued by Covid-19 in the very year when an
economic reset is destined to occur is quite a synchronicity. It has also virtually
silenced the climate change dialogue, which did and does still reveal strong
differences of opinion among the world’s scientific community and, consequentially,
the public. So much for notions of ‘settled science’.
The division is that much more pronounced with this coronavirus. Both it and
climate change last year have also revealed the degree and scope of bias and ‘bigotry’
in the world, which is basically defined as ‘intolerance toward those who hold
different opinions from oneself.’ The time is right for discussion and not for obstinate
and belligerent attitudes, unless you are focused on causing trouble.
A traditional feature of eastern spirituality is the cultivation of the ability to
‘witness’ one’s self. The objective is to question everything, especially what one thinks
and believes and why, or how our perceptions and opinions have been conditioned
and by what source(s). The goal includes the cultivation of critical thinking whereby
the blinding ego light is diminished and one awakens to realize that drawing
conclusions and asserting fixed opinions is the mark of ego-centrism, pride and fear.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) Leo time is
usually one for fun in the sun for you.
While still true this year, you also have
some rather serious and sober goals
and objectives. Currently and for some
time now, these have been focused on
home, family and security. This will
shift this week where more playtime
blends with the desire to now great
a whole new level of beauty to your
home. Home could translate as your
body temple.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) You are
creative at a core level and the urge to
connect to your core is extra strong now.
This trend will continue for a few weeks
especially. Yet, your focus will also be
directed to security. Stimulating multiple
streams of income is emphasized. Making
investments to this end is likely, yet you
will strive to be frugal. Meanwhile, your
thoughts will be directed to appreciate
beauty in all its forms.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Your
energy levels have been steadily rising
and this trend will continue. However,
you may be dealing with your overall
levels of personal power transforming.
The results could go either way, as with
feeling more energized or the decline
of vitality. If the latter is the case, you
can probably change it and good diet,
plenty of pure water and moderate
exercise are the timeless keys.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) An added
boost of drive and determination
accompanied this recent New Moon
in your sign. Your career and/or outer
social status especially has been
activated. While this is an expansive
time in your life, generally, your
direction may not be as clear as you
like. Commitment is not the issue,
clarity of your purpose and role is
where the agitation is triggering.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) All systems are
go and you should be seeing a bigger
picture and are driving to interpret
and engage it effectively. You may be
dealing with some uncertainties, both
personal and subject to the global
crisis underway. That is why you are
wise to get organized and prepared for
the changes that are coming. How you
will do this depends on your situation,
but a learning curve process is likely.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) Your
career and public life are calling. The
trumpets will be piercing the air for
some time, so it is not urgent. However,
you may already have noticed a subtle
but real shift to engage your focus to
dive deeper. This implies both research
and an ambitious drive to fortify your
overall foundation. Gathering new
knowledge, tools, techniques, and
strategies are featured.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) You have
likely been through a lot of this past
couple of years. There are indications
of deep and significant change and
even of transformation. Where and
how you were focused not so long
ago, you are no longer. Positively, new
inspirational activities and projects
are underway. Negatively, you feel like
you are in limbo and a bit lost. If the
latter is true, I can help.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) You are
learning to see a bigger picture. Your
sights are set on the future and you are
willing to make whatever efforts are
necessary to forge ahead successfully.
You want to go big for the sake of
the returns implied, yet you may feel
scattered and uncertain of your best
approach. Learning something you
have never done before could prove
exciting and even lead to success.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Merging thoughts, minds hearts, and
energies in a spirit of cooperation is
the call now. Sometimes the help you
seek is close by and literal while at
other times it may be spiritual. Prayers
do work, but they are responded to
with inspirations and synchronistic
events and leads, so you have to
play along and to the ‘groundwork’.
Currently, this requires creative
thinking out of the box.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Relationship activations of late are
linked to some deep personal changes.
These can be as basic as doing some
‘spring cleaning’ despite the fact that
it is mid-summer. While you may not
feel like it, making the extra effort this
way will bring rewards. This cycle of
getting to the bottom of things will
continue for some time. So, direct your
critical thinking to clear the clutter.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) Changes
in your lifestyle have been unfolding
steadily all summer. This process
continues and is now leading you to
new relationship involvements or to
a deepening of certain significant
existing ones. Of course, this could
also amount to certain existing
involvements ending. Getting clear
on which is important but if you are
unsure, seek counsel.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) A create
cycle continues and has now shifted
into a much more practical mode.
This is an excellent time to engage
in studies or projects that require
technical focus. Combined with an
inspirational and creative interest, the
results could prove quite impressive.
It may also help if your focus is upon
monetizing the sharing of your
creative achievements.
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Dishwasher with Front
Coil-Top Electric Range Controls - Stainless Steel
the concession will run every
Stainless Steel
weekend and we hope to have
• 3 Cycles Incl. Heavy Wash
• 4.8 cu. ft. Capacity
• 14-Place Setting Capacity
• Self-Clean Oven
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April.
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+ FREE STACKING KIT
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If anyone is interested in any
*Can be installed stacked or sideby-side. Hoses sold separately.
of these positions please contact me at mallegg@shaw.ca.
We Offer Delivery to Salt Spring and Gabriola Islands!
We would love to have you
Can’t make it to our store? Chat with our product experts online and buy through our live chat
come on board.
VICTORIA SHOWROOM | 2360 Millstream Road Tel: 250-475-1511
I will have more info after our
early August meeting and also
NANAIMO SHOWROOM | #1-6334 Metral Drive Tel: 250-390-3333
if BC Soccer has any updates on
trailappliances.com
the Return to Play Plan. Until
* Prices, unless otherwise stated, reflect all applicable rebates and offers. Federal and Provincial taxes are not included in our prices. Pricing in effect July 30-Aug 9, 2020 while stock lasts. Actual products may not be exactly
as shown. The ad reflects the most current information available at the time of publication. If despite our vigilance, errors occur, a notice will be printed in store. † Free local standard delivery on purchases of two or more major
then, soccer on DA N has to ﬁll
appliances. Not valid on microwaves (including OTRs and countertops), BBQ’s, warming drawers, accessories, ventilation, food disposers and oversized items. Not valid on prior purchases. One delivery offer per customer. Multihome purchases do not qualify. Does not include installation. Not valid on Miele, Wolf, Sub-Zero, Gaggenau, Thermador, Asko, Bertazzoni, Viking, Marvel, La Cornue, Jenn-Air and U-Line. Offer is valid July 30 - August 9, 2020.
the void. Stay safe.
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