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Salt Spring market vendors started returning to Centennial Park and the surrounding
area on Saturday, although few people
appeared to be out shopping at the handful
of stands on offer.
The Capital Regional District decided last
week to offer 20 spaces on the Centennial
Park promenade with a one-day Salt Spring
Parks and Recreation park use permit and
insurance. July 18 marked the first date
those spaces were available.
Ganges Alley also started hosting privately run market stalls on its adjacent property
on Saturday, with a 60-vendor limit. Fewer
than 10 vendors were set up in each jurisdiction by early afternoon.
“It is my understanding that the Centennial Park market had a moderate level of
shoppers on Saturday, which is what we
expected given the reduced number of
tourists this summer,” said Salt Spring Parks
and Rec manager Dan Ovington.
Ovington explained the CRD is offering a
temporary arrangement at Centennial Park
until new market coordinator Dawn Larden
can begin work. Larden and her family have
vacationed on Salt Spring for 15 years and
recently purchased a home on the island.
She has experience both as a vendor and
with organizing markets in the Okanagan,
and helped create the COVID-19 safety plan
for the Kelowna Farmers’ Market.
In the interim period, each one-day
park-use permit allows operation in a preassigned market stall between the hours of
10 a.m and 4 p.m. Permits are available on a
ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served basis with submission
of a COVID-19 safety plan. They can be used
any day of the week, aside from Tuesdays
and Sundays, through to Saturday, Aug. 1.
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IWAV seeks project approvals

The numbers don’t lie

Croftonbrook permits on
July 28 LTC agenda

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
corporate, estate)
INCLUDE:
•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business
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Islanders Working Against Violence will
be appearing before the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee on July 28 hoping to
secure a development permit and some
340 Lower Ganges Road
variances needed for the final phase of
Chartered Professional Accountants
250-537-9742
an affordable housing development at
Croftonbrook.
Construction on the Phase-2 apartment
complex for seniors is proceeding, with
work on the 22-unit building now underway. Phase 3 will be a multi-family building with 34 units.
• uto lass • esidential
ommercial
“Our goal is to really create afford• luminum a rication • ustom
lig ts
PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
ability and accessibility. For people that
• irrors
ower oors
TROY KAYE
are having lower incomes, it’s really really Construction of Phase 2 at Croftonbrook now underway. Permits to allow Phase 3 to
• ustom unrooms • ree stimates
hard to find housing,” IWAV executive proceed will be considered by the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee next week.
director Kisae Petersen told the Drift250-653-4148
wood. “It’s a good mix, and we’re really dated June 26. “IWAV shouldn’t bear the units in a smaller footprint that is outexcited to provide housing to families, to brunt for the whole of Salt Spring’s afford- side Cottonwood Close sight lines. If the
people working in the community, and able housing issues and if they choose to three-storey plan is denied, she said that
• rea rugs
people needing clean new housing.”
do so, they shouldn’t place it all here. This will mean more months of design time to
• aminate
IWAV is requesting to increase the is not their work site, this is our homes, finalize an L-shaped model. Part of that
• ardwood
numbers of storeys permitted in the final however modest.”
building would then be within the sight
• in l
building from two to three, with a total
Petersen said that IWAV is very aware lines. It would also be closer to existing
Serving the Island
• u ur in l
height variance of 1.9 metres (just over of that impact. The timing of Phase 2 residents and be much more costly for
since 1975
lan
en
six feet). The development variance per- has been unfortunate with people stuck both construction and operations.
• ar et
on ri
101-2700 Beverly St.
mit application also includes requests to in their homes during the pandemic at
Complicating the siting issue are a num•
eramic
to
Duncan, 250-746-4851
decrease
the
setbacks
from
a your
waterbody.
the
same time that major projects to lay ber of constraints that limit the possi•
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a
60-year
operating
agreement
with
With
that
in
mind,
a three-week break geography. A steep rocky section would
If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.
BC Housing. A change to the program in construction has been scheduled in require blasting plus more removal of
through which the BC Housing funds are August. Petersen said the work to install trees and soil if the building was moved
flowing, however, means that 18 units utilities and other systems covered both further north. Petersen said IWAV prefers
previously planned to serve people expe- phases, so at least there will not be a to leave as much of the mature secondSalt Spring office located at
GULF ISLANDS
riencing homelessness
are no longer part repeat of that noise when Phase 3 begins. growth forest as possible.
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
of the picture.
IWAV does not support shortening the
The development variance permit is
The current program provides for 20 construction day, however, since that will being considered alongside the developY O U R
C O M M U N I T Y
N E W S P A P E R
S I N C E
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• New Dentures
per cent of the total units in Phases 2 just make the overall period longer.
ment permit for the residential building
• Reline & Repairs
and 3 to be subsidized housing rented at
Opposition to the proposed variance and a separate suite of offices on the
• Home & Care Facility Visits
shelter allowance rates. Another 50 per has also been registered by the Cotton- same property. IWAV intends to move
cent will offer rents geared to individuals’ wood Close strata residents living next six staff people to the Croftonbrook site
For appointments call 1-250-710-1884
income levels, and the final 30 per cent door, who do not wish to see a three-sto- from the space they currently lease in the
will be at “near market rates.”
rey building anywhere on the property. Ganges courthouse building.
The construction project has not been The strata additionally objects to a plan to
Petersen noted that sharing the space
welcomed by some people who already divert the brook.
can be problematic for IWAV clients who
live at Croftonbrook. Residents of the
IWAV had initially asked for a three-sto- are fleeing domestic violence. And in
original duplex homes for seniors and rey building in its earlier rezoning appli- addition to the financial gain from not
people with disabilities say they have cation. The organization removed that paying the lease to another body, having
• fforda le dro off ser ices • arge ca acit mac ines
been severely impacted by Phase-2 con- request after people became concerned staff in place at Croftonbrook could ben• s a out ic u ser ice
struction noise and don’t want to con- about the fact it would have theoretically efit that community.
tinue having their lives disturbed for the applied to the entire lot — which Petersen
“It will be good to be present on the
OPEN: 10AM TO 7PM! CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
next year or more.
said was an unintended consequence. property. I think in some ways that will
1606 Joan Ave., Crofton 250.324.2249
Resident Jessica Garceau has submitted The DVP is a more appropriate tool, she create more access to our services,” Petersollecti les • clecti les • states
ore
several
letters to planners regarding the said, because it applies to just one specific en said.
Come Snoop Around!
impact.
building.
The July 28 LTC meeting will be held
“Too much is being asked of this vulnerGoing to three storeys was the result of electronically. See the meeting calendar on
able population and its neighbours and multiple draft designs. Petersen explained the Salt Spring page at islandstrust.bc.ca
even IWAV itself,” Garceau said in a letter it would allow IWAV to include all 34 for information on how to participate.
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Streets of injured while diving at Stowel Lake
Swimmer
Salt Spring Island
PARC signage could be considered

If you have information
any ofman
ourisstreets,
A on
60-year-old
suspected to be suffering major injuries
after a swimming accident at Stowel Lake on July 13.
please contact us at:
BC Ambulance and Salt Spring Fire Rescue crews were
deployed
to the beachor
just after 3 p.m. last Monday with reports
250-537-9933
of a possible drowning. Acting Fire Chief Jamie Holmes said the
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
BC Ambulance
paramedics arrived first and firefighters assisted
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

with patient care. The man had already been pulled from the
lake by the time both teams arrived.
“People on scene had extricated him out of the water and
onto the beach,” Holmes said.
Traffic on Beaver Point Road was limited to one lane for

around 15 minutes while the patient was loaded into transport.
He was sent to hospital off-island via air ambulance, with the
Fulford Fire Hall grounds serving as an emergency helipad.
Salt Spring Parks and Recreation manager Dan Ovington said
reports suggested the man had broken his neck after diving into
shallow water off a float or a dock. PARC has installed a rescue
ring at the beach, but Ovington said he had not received any
report that it had been opened or used during the incident.
The Capital Regional District maintains the beach access at
Stowel Lake but Ovington said it does not have jurisdiction of the
water or any structures. He said installation of signage to warn
people of the risk could be considered.
Stowel Lake was closed to swimming by Island Health in early
June due to an extremely high E. Coli bacteria count. A subsequent sample on June 23 indicated acceptable levels.
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Locals champion Salish Sea Trail
Green opportunity in stimulus funding

for anyone, so Mogus hopes vehicle drivers will also support
the campaign.
“It’s just ludicrous. We’ve been trying to get bike lanes for
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
30 years and we have one kilometre by Country Grocer. This is
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
an amazing solution,” he said.
People with a stake in Salt Spring’s road safety are hopeful
Saanich North and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen, who is
the stars could be aligning under COVID-19 recovery spend- also the B.C. Green Party’s interim leader, has called on the
ing to complete a major infrastructure project islanders have NDP government to focus its $1.5 billion recovery fund on
dreamed of for decades.
Clean BC goals. He’s also been calling for more support of
Members of the Island Pathways active transportation the struggling tourism industry. He believes the Salish Sea
group have long been calling for a safe cycling and pedes- Trail is exactly the type of project stimulus funding should be
trian pathway all the way from Fulford to Vesuvius. The directed toward.
island route has been proposed as both the missing link and
“Not only are there benefits to increasing safety for pedesthe crown jewel of a regional “Salish Sea Trail” that would trian and cycling commuters on Salt Spring Island, helpdouble as an alternate route for The Great Trail
ing achieve more active transportation
(previously called the Trans Canada Trail).
options and reducing the greenhouse
“It’s going to take
Until recently the necessary funding investment
gas emissions in the transportation netby senior government has proved out of reach,
work, and encouraging people to invest
work and we’re going in e-bike technology that is already
but those looking at COVID-19 revitalization
believe now is the perfect time to champion a
growing in popularity, but this investto have to be an
green recovery legacy project that would meet
ment will also support the tourism and
multiple provincial objectives. A petition just
hospitality businesses across southern
active community to Vancouver Island over the long term,”
launched by Salt Spring Solutions is the first step
in drumming up widespread community support
Olsen said.
get the attention of
for the project.
Mogus said the 5,000-km Route Verte
“Salt Spring has been working 30 years for
in Québec accounts for millions in revgovernment.”
major improvements to our roads,” said Salt
enue to the regions it passes through, as
Spring Solutions founder Jason Mogus. “People
just one example of how such projects
JASON MOGUS
need to know it’s possible. There is this incredible,
can have wide-reaching benefits.
Salt Spring Solutions
world-class green travel network and Salt Spring
“We’re going to build an economic
is the broken link.”
case and present it to the NDP governActive transportation proponents envision a
ment and to Ottawa,” Mogus said.
Salt Spring trail connecting into the safe, mostly off-road
Like Olsen, Mogus sees the current stimulus spending as a
Lochside and Galloping Goose trails, the Cowichan Valley major opportunity that should not be missed. He also predicts
Regional Trail and the E&N Railroad. Mogus said complet- no such spending is likely to come again for at least a decade.
ing the link would encourage low-impact tourism and Because the federal and provincial governments are putting so
potentially act as a major regional economic driver, as well much forward now, it will require a lot to rebuild the coffers.
as offering health benefits. And as a bonus, it would drastiCommunity members are urged to show their support by
cally improve the island’s major transportation corridor at signing the petition first, with additional opportunities for
the same time.
involvement coming soon.
As Mogus observes, Salt Spring’s “narrow roadways, lack of
“It’s going to take work and we’re going to have to be
shoulders, dangerous blind crossings and fast-moving traffic an active community to get the attention of government,”
make bicycling a dangerous choice for all but the most coura- Mogus said. “We need everyone; if you believe in this, please
geous and athletic riders.”
help. The squeaky wheel gets the oil.”
Creating a safe alternative won’t just benefit locals and
More information and a link to the petition can be found
visitors on bikes, though. The current arrangement isn’t safe at www.saltspringsolutions.com/safe-cycling.

Petition calls for abandoning phased approach
MARKET
continued from 1
“This will give vendors the opportunity to get into the park more often than
usual, so that will help them supplement their income,” Ovington said.
Ovington said just six vendors had
registered for a stall on Saturday, of
whom five showed up. Another six people who had not filled out the required
paperwork also set up shop.
“Given that this was our first Saturday market of the season, we had a
bylaw officer attend to ensure vendors
were adhering to the new stipulations
of their registration, such as a COVID
safety plan, physical distancing requirements and liability insurance coverage,”
Ovington said.
Ovington said the bylaw enforcement officer worked with the unregistered and registered vendors to find a
solution that ensured the market could
proceed in a manner that adhered to
provincial health guidelines.
“Moving forward with the remaining market days, we will not be able to
accommodate non-registered vendors,
and if no resolution can be reached
at the time, bylaws may need to be
enforced,” Ovington said. “It is inherently unfair when a vendor who takes
the time to register and pay for their
stall in advance is the neighbor to a
vendor who has not similarly paid for
their stall, or received advance approval

under new safety guidelines.”
The permitting practice will end when
Larden takes up her position as coordinator. She will oversee registration
and placement and ensure adherence
to provincial health guidelines. The CRD
plans to continue its phased approach to
restarting a larger-scale market at that
point with vendors to be spread between
Thursday and Friday dates.
“Once we’ve established we’re able
to meet our COVID-19 health and safety
protocols on Thursday-Fridays, we’d be
looking to transition to Saturdays, providing everything goes well,” Ovington said.
A petition calling for the CRD to
immediately restart the market on Saturdays and skip the phased approach
had gained 430 signatures as of Monday morning. Salt Spring CRD director Gary Holman said he stands by the
Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission’s decision to take a cautious
approach, which has received support
from the Lady Minto Hospital Medical Staff Association and the provincial
health office.
Holman explained he wrote to Dr.
Bonnie Henry to ask about reports she
had questioned why the Saturday market was not happening when she visited
Salt Spring the previous weekend.
In a reply sent by her staff, Henry
states, “I did ask about the Saturday
market and was told several different
things as there seemed to be some confusion on whether it was going to open

at all or on what day. I did not suggest
it needed to be on Saturday and if they
have decided on Friday that is great
(and no, my office does not play a role
in those decisions).”
“I absolutely understand the need to
have it managed safely and have been
pleased at how other farmers’ markets
have been doing that,” Henry added.
Despite the petition, Holman still
feels many residents who do not have
an economic interest in the market
remain concerned about the potential
for attracting crowds of visitors to the
island.
“It’s absolutely clear from our survey
and the feedback we’ve received what
most of the vendors want and most of
the nearby merchants want, and that’s
Saturday. The problem is, while the
economic impact on the vendors and
merchants is clear, the health risks are
not. It’s hard to quantify the risk,” Holman said.
“The public interest is broader than
just the vendors and the merchants.
That’s a tough balance and I realize the
impacts people are going through.”
After the regular start date in April
was cancelled, market vendors who
had paid a seasonal fee for 2020 were
offered either a refund or a credit that
could be applied to future fees. PARC
has additionally pro-rated the seasonal
permit fee for the remaining weeks
until the end of the market season on
Oct. 31.
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Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
Licensed Refrigeration
Fully Insured & Security Screened
Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Vince Smythe
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SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Vasili Skrivanos

License Home Inspector
CPBC license number 78827

Call or Text 250 812 5335
vasili@maxinspection.ca
maximumhomeinspections.ca

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR

SUMMER DRIVING

From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to
stereos, tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Saltspring
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It’s the
right place

W

henever a new
development or
land use is proposed on Salt
Spring Island, it’s inevitable
that the words “It’s not the
right place” will be uttered.

That statement will often be preceded by sincere
expressions of support for the initiative being discussed, but the person making those claims will insist
there must be a better place for it. Somewhere further away from them, for sure.
Opposition to anything new is not only due to a
Not In My Back Yard mentally, of course. But adding
54 dwelling units (in two phases) at the site of an
existing 20-unit affordable housing development,
as is being proposed by Islanders Working Against
Violence for its two-hectare (five-acre) Croftonbrook
property, is simply not
unreasonable.
Yes, existing CroftonCroftonbrook
brook residents and those
living on nearby residenexpansion
tial properties are bearing
the brunt of the change
and the construction
activity. But adding mulLTC must
tifamily dwelling units to
support project an area that already has
them is not inappropriate
by any practical or landuse planning measure.
The location meets other official community plan
criteria for affordable housing developments, such as
being close to Ganges and near a bus route. Where
else close to town could or should this project be
located? Appropriate available properties are scarce,
and projects are already in the works for some of
those.
In the end, the details of the finished project
won’t really matter. There will be construction noise,
increased traffic and a less peaceful existence for current residents whether a two- or three-storey building
is built, or the tenants are seniors or families.
Very few properties on Salt Spring are not already
subject to or vulnerable to a use — or neighbours —
that will be annoying and negatively impact the level
of serenity we have become accustomed to.
Our community desperately needs decent, affordable housing for far more residents than will be
accommodated at an expanded Croftonbrook. Just
as we are making sacrifices to prevent a COVID-19
outbreak on our island, some of us are being asked to
make sacrifices to achieve a greater good, which is to
help islanders who need housing while maintaining
at least a semblance of diversity in our community.
Salt Spring’s Local Trust Committee needs to do the
right thing at its meeting on Tuesday and help make
this invaluable project happen.

THE ISSUE:

WE SAY:

Rick Colliou
ADVERTISING MANAGER

rcolliou@driftwoodgimedia.com

Elizabeth Nolan
REPORTER

enolan@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Dennis Parker
CARTOONIST

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

D. W. Salty
HISTORY REPORTER

dwsalty@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

328 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3 | PH: 250-537-9933 FAX: 250-537-2613 TOLL FREE: 1-877-537-9934
Email: driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com | Website: www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

MEDIA

OFFICE HOURS: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday
SUBSCRIPTION RATES PER YEAR:
Digital
Edition with Print Edition: $85.00 | Elsewhere in Canada $115.00
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA
Foreign: $248.00 | Digital Edition: $45.00 anywhere | Prices include GST

MEDIA

DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837 | International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council
REVERSE BELOW

Criticism
Head
headnot deserved
BY CHRIS ROWTHORN

I am writing in response
to David Rapport’s op-ed
titled “Essential services
demand essential responsibilities” (July 15) and
A. White’s op-ed titled
“Store practices questioned” (June 24). Both
writers expressed concern
about the fact that most
Country Grocer employees do not wear masks
while working.
First, let me say that I
share their concern: Since
the pandemic spread
to Canada, I have been
wearing masks whenever
I go into stores, a practice I continue to this day.
I strongly believe that
masks are critical to stopping the spread of the
virus, and I think that the
success of some East Asian
countries in controlling
the virus is due to their
cultural acceptance of
mask wearing.
That said, I feel uncomfortable about members
of the public criticizing
workers who place themselves in harm’s way so
that we can eat. I would
ask that we consider how
we feel when we go into
a shop. It’s scary. You’re
entering an environment
you cannot control and
coming into contact with
people who may not be

VIEWPOINT

social distancing. The people who work at Country
Grocer and other stores
have to endure that feeling for several hours at a
time, day in and day out.
And few of them have
any choice in the matter:
They do it to support their
families and keep a roof
over their heads.

The last thing
these people need
is criticism from
those of us who
benefit from their
services.
Furthermore, most of
us have to wear a mask
for just a few minutes at
a time, and even then it’s
uncomfortable. Is it really
our right to dictate that
the workers at Country
Grocer wear them for up
to eight hours at a time?
If we have the luxury of
working from home, I
think we should be careful of the demands we
place on those who do
not have this luxury.

Given that the good
people of Country Grocer
and other island shops are
literally putting their lives
at risk so that we may eat,
I think that there is only
one response that we
can have toward them:
gratitude. Deep, honest
and heartfelt gratitude.
The last thing these people need is criticism from
those of us who benefit from their services.
Obviously, I hope that
this gratitude extends
beyond merely putting
up signs thanking “front
line heroes.” Such signs
are great, but let’s hope
that these wishes translate into support for fair
living wages and job security. Salt Spring is a special place, and I think that
this type of change might
actually occur.
Finally, it should be
noted that Country Grocer still has a policy of
allowing only seniors and
other vulnerable people
into the shop during the
first hour of business each
day. Those who are especially concerned about
infection can safely shop
during this time. For those
even more concerned,
food delivery services are
available from Copper
Kettle, an island charity
that can be found online.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Did you see
the NEOWISE
comet?

Are you happy
about BC Ferries’
increased summer
service?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.

86 126

YES NO

>
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WE ASKED: What do you think

about the phased approach to
reopening the Market in the Park?
MICAH BIELERT
I think they
should have
opened two
weeks ago.

MARGARETHA NORDINE
I wouldn’t
want to be
a vendor
now, but I’m
glad there’s
no busloads
of tourists
coming.

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

LETTERS to the editor
Market needs
changes
The Tuesday Farmers’ Market in Ganges is an unsafe
situation because social distancing to minimize the risk
of spreading the COVID-19
virus is not successfully practised there.
As I stood in line at the market last Tuesday, I saw that
maybe one person in 10 was
wearing a mask. I was bumped
twice by careless, mask-free
people who weren’t distancing. Many people there were
not distancing. I left without
completing my shopping list
because distancing was impossible.
Staying home to avoid
unwanted exposure weakens
my community and defeats
the fabulous opportunity the
Tuesday market presents: to
buy the best possible food
while supporting my neighbours.
Three simple changes would

transform the market into a
much safer place to shop. First
is to adopt a mask policy. This
takes courage and leadership.
All vendors and patrons without exception must wear a
mask. Distancing is also a challenge, but improvements are
possible.
Mask-free people walking
through the lines of distanced
customers are the biggest concern. Two cones and 10 feet of
flagging tape could establish
and define each waiting line
and people would be herded
toward the clearly marked
alley where they belong. People in the front of the queue
are forced to be close to the
folks in the alley. They need
more space in front of them,
and again, the cones can help
establish this safe space.
Of course, we would
enforce our mask policy in
creative, friendly ways. Here’s
where the elves come in. We
hire three or four people (or
maybe they’re volunteers? I
will) to be the Tuesday Mar-

It’s long
overdue.
Everyone is
doing well
[with safety
measures]. It’s
a good eye
opening.

MARTA MCKEEVER
I feel like slow
and steady is
good. It feels
super weird
and I’m glad
it’s not back
to its regular
capacity.

KENT FLETCHER
I think it’s a
good plan
to get open
and back
to normal
as soon as
possible.

JASON MOGUS, SALT SPRING SOLUTIONS
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

ket Mask Police, and we equip
them with bright, white “Market Staff” T-shirts.
One person stands at each
end of the market, beside the
giant “Masks are Mandatory” sign, and hands out free
masks. The other two cruise
the crowd, encouraging noncompliant patrons to mask up
or leave. The elves help the
market coordinator by setting
up the cones and tape.
Free masks are cheaper than
health care and they would
greatly reduce the risk level in
the Tuesday market. A mask
policy at the market would
raise COVID awareness in our
local culture, and it would protect us from visitors from less
enlightened places.
By wearing a mask, each of
us helps to make the world a
safer place. We become participants in our community
response to the virus, rather
than off-loading that work to
someone else.

CHRIS DIXON,
SALT SPRING

Honoured
Thanks for the coverage of
the Indigenous signage project
by Elizabeth Nolan in last week’s
paper.
Regarding my graphic design
contribution to Xwaaqw’um village, I’d like to clarify that it’s
been a rich collaborative process
with Joe Akerman and other
talented folk: a careful co-creation of the interpretive panel
designs, combining the words
of Quw’utsun elders and knowledge-keepers with striking Coast
Salish designs by Cowichan artist Stuart Pagaduan and watercolours illustrating traditional
harvesting activities by Salt
Spring’s Briony Penn (the detail
published with the article is hers,
not mine).
This work continues to be
an honour, a pleasure and an
opportunity for me to learn.

PHIL VERNON,
ISABELLA POINT ROAD

MORE LETTERS continued on 6

IWAV details latest plans for housing development
BY KISAE PETERSEN

KELLY LUNDY

“It’s just ludicrous. We’ve been trying to
get bike lanes for 30 years and we have
one kilometre by Country Grocer.”

On behalf of Islanders Working
Against Violence, I would like to provide a response to recent correspondence in the Driftwood and to the
Islands Trust about our Croftonbrook
housing project.
Over the past decade, our island
has seen a shortage of rental housing combined with high demand. This
combination allows owners of rental
housing to charge high market rents
and to select from a wide pool of possible tenants. The end result is that
people with low incomes, poor or limited references or immediate need (i.e.
women fleeing violence) are unable to
find clean, safe and affordable housing. This is unfair and stressful for
many people in our community and is
the reality that IWAV sees on a regular
basis through our work. Our organization actively chooses to be the
“developer” and “landlord,” so that
we can provide homes to those who
would otherwise be left out in the
cold or choose housing that is unsafe
or outside their means. Our commitment to housing is about equity: creating opportunities for those who
don’t have the same access because
of the systemic barriers existing in our
society.
On July 28, the LTC will consider
IWAV’s application for a development
permit and development permit variances for our Phase-3 building. As
first announced in 2017, this will be a
34-unit apartment building that will
provide housing for individuals, couples and small families who have low
to moderate incomes. These tenants
will have a range of incomes, education, genders, abilities, employment
and ages. We have intended to have
a mix of units, including families with
children, throughout this four-year

INRESPONSE
development process, so it’s surprising to me that people are shocked or
offended that children will be living at
Croftonbrook. They need homes too!
The 2017-18 rezoning process did
include a request for three-storey
structures, but we soon realized that
this could be applied to the entire
five-acre site and that wasn’t what we
intended. The Islands Trust and IWAV
agreed that a three-storey building
could be considered as a development
permit variance for Phase 3 because
it would be specific to one building
location and not across the whole
property.
The site plan, building location and
three-storey design have been chosen carefully by IWAV. A three-storey
building has a smaller footprint, is
energy efficient and will reduce the
impact to the existing mature forest and brook. A two-storey building
would have a 50 per cent larger footprint and this will move it into the
sightlines of the neighbours, closer
proximity to the current buildings and
limit the space for the playground and
native plant landscaping. Although
there is resistance to the idea of a
third storey, we are certain that the
neighbours and existing Croftonbrook
residents would not be pleased with
the sprawl and location of two-storey
options.
The Salt Spring Island Official Community Plan specifically identifies Ganges as a suitable area for the Islands
Trust to consider three storeys, and
the plan meets the Trust’s height variance guidelines. Although the third
storey does increase the height of
the building, this is the trade-off for

the benefit of the smaller footprint.
The use of the lower grade and the
low slope roof helps to minimize the
elevation. In the end, the difference is
only a six-foot increase, which is only
about half a storey.
Croftonbrook is also the name
of the “brook,” and this is to be a
feature of the property. IWAV has
undertaken a thorough process (with
biologists and acquiring permits) to
ensure that the brook will be protected, well managed and won’t negatively impact the new building or
neighbouring ponds.
The basement is important as it will
provide secure, dry storage space for
each of the residents. As well, the
mechanical room will be located in
the basement, which allows space for
the program room on the main floor.
Although the basement is lower than
the level of the brook, an engineered
stormwater plan and drainage solutions will ensure there are no flooding
issues that arise from the location of
the basement.
I WAV ’s d e v e l o p m e n t t e a m h a s
always included consideration for
the lived experiences of the existing
residents, neighbours and potential
tenants for the new buildings. We
work diligently to create safety, privacy, respectful communications and
to design the building with these key
people in mind. We are not always
able to meet everyone’s needs or wishes, but we do listen and do our best in
finding solutions.
It is our hope that the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee will see the
benefits of the current design and
approve IWAV’s development permit
and variances on July 28.
The writer is executive director of
Islanders Working Against Violence.
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Lack of island laundromat a public health issue
The following letter was sent to Dr. Bonnie
Henry, B.C.’s public health officer, and filed
with the Driftwood for publication.
BY CHERIE GEAUVREAU

Salt Spring Island, population 10,640, has
not had a laundromat or public shower facility for five years.
Our non-profit, Wagon Wheel Housing
Society, took on the task of opening a facility
in 2016. We have had some good progress
of late, after the hurdles of water availability (no new hookups allowed in town) and
we cleared zoning and sewer requirements
as well. The community has donated over
$60,000.
On March 1, 2020, we signed a five-year
lease and we have ordered the commercial machines. Our fundraising was “tootin’”
along. Then COVID-19 entered our lives and
on Salt Spring Island, that meant that the
laundromat, public shower and Salt Spring

soap exchange came to a screaming halt.
This is a very serious public health and safety
emergency amid the pandemic. The homeless
shelter and its amenities have been shut down
since mid-March. Our homeless, live-aboards
and marginalized people have nowhere to be
except Centennial Park in the middle of Ganges. They have nowhere to wash clothes or
bedding. The park bathroom closes at 4 p.m.
The thrift stores have been shut, so people
have nowhere to purchase affordable clothes
to replace their soiled clothing.
In addition, our community is at risk
because Salt Spring is a very popular tourist destination. In summers, the population
doubles. A portion of this increase are summer people who come for the season every
year. Most of the increase is tourists who book
Airbnbs or B&Bs for three days, a week, etc.
and come from everywhere in great volumes
all summer long. On the weekend leading up
to Canada Day and the Fourth of July we have

MORE LETTERS

All of the above is what I will remember about Country Grocer this pandemic year of 2020, not D.J. Rapport’s nasty article
in last week’s Driftwood.

continued from 5

Hardworking staff

JANE HORSBURGH,
SALT SPRING

In the last four plus months, I have found people more
friendly and more willing to help than in normal times. This
applies many, many times over to the hardworking staff in
Country Grocer (and Thrifty’s too).
We never ran out of food, or other essentials. Staff stood
aside to allow customers to pass safely, and were unfailingly
polite and helpful.
Meanwhile, the cashiers cleaned the card receivers after
each customer, cleaned the conveyor belt and end counters
after each customer, while outside, staff cleaned every shopping cart after every use, and monitored a safe number of
customers entering the store at one time. This meant a lot
more work. Yes, each cleaning was probably only 20 seconds
or so each time (more for the carts outside), but how many
minutes did that add up to per day? Country Grocer instituted a safe and efficient check-out procedure by having us
line up at six-foot intervals and then be called to a cashier.
(It’s better and faster and I hope they keep it once we return
to normal.)
And what a great idea it was when Country Grocer allowed
Gulf Islands Secondary School grads to celebrate safely in
June. They were all outside at safe distances in the parking
lot, and then the best idea of all: to allow each grad to shop
(at Country Grocer’s expense), not for themselves, but for the
food bank.

expert

seen plates from Florida, California, Texas,
Oregon, Arizona and Washington State due
to travel loopholes. Europeans love to get
away from it all and Salt Spring Island is a
favourite destination for many. Islanders are
sitting ducks and without a laundromat and
public shower we are critically vulnerable in
this continuing pandemic.
B.C. declared laundromats to be an essential service. We have tried to apply for emergency federal funding, but we do not fit their
criteria. Wagon Wheel Housing Society will
be operating this public health and community service as a social enterprise. All “profits”
are earmarked for local, affordable housing
solutions. As an example, our rental account
profit has funded the first conestoga hut
in Canada, to keep a homeless person safe,
warm and dry every night — not in a tent
anymore and there is a door that locks.
This person still needs a laundromat and
public shower, along with more than 1,000

a ily defined
These past four and a half months have been hard on
everyone.
In a lot of ways I’ve had it easier than a lot of people. I own
my home. I’m retired, so I didn’t have to worry about my job.
I have pension income, so I didn’t have to worry about paying
my mortgage or basic needs.
I think I’m a fairly conscientious citizen in these pandemic
times. I’ve stayed home except for essential trips to town. I
haven’t left Salt Spring at all. I wear a mask in stores, and I get
a lot of my groceries delivered.
I haven’t seen my family since Christmas.
So, you can understand how happy I was when I heard
that immediate family members from the U.S. would be able
to visit. My daughter and granddaughter made plans for an
extended stay. I looked forward to having some help and company. (I turned 70 in May, and the yard work is getting away
from me.) Then my daughter started getting nervous about
crossing the border, so we investigated further.
Turns out my family is not my family!
I have a small family: two adult children and one grandchild. No spouse or common-law partner (he died in 1986), no

ADVICE

Financial Advice

MAKING AN OFFER
Part 1

I’d like to align my
investments with my ethics
and values. Can you help?

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)
STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST
Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate
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parents (both deceased), no step-parents, no parents or stepparents of my spouse or common-law partner, no dependent
children (they’re both adults) and no guardian or tutor. Does
that sound like an odd description of “immediate family?” It
does to me, too.
Even though B.C. defines immediate family (for the purposes of bereavement) in a more logical way as “the spouse,
child, parent, guardian, sibling, grandchild or grandparent of
an employee, and any person who lives with an employee as
a member of the employee’s family,” the federal government,
for the purposes of crossing the border, uses the limited and
arcane definition it uses for immigration sponsorship. It is obviously inadequate in the case of family reunification.
Were my family members be allowed to visit, they would
drive. They would cross the border in their private car, drive on
the ferry at Tsawwassen, drive off at Long Harbour and proceed directly to my house, where I have a guest suite in which
they can quarantine. They would pose absolutely no danger
to any Canadian.
I’ve lived on Salt Spring Island for 13 years. I became a
Canadian citizen in 2014. I’m an active member of the theatre and music communities here (which I miss like crazy).
I volunteer with the Literacy Centre as a computer support
provider. I try to be kind, polite and generous.
But right now, I’m sad and angry that Canada has decided
my family is not my family.

VERA ALGOET,
SALT SPRING
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CALL 250-537-9933
TO BE A PART OF THIS POPULAR FEATURE!

Real Estate

Ask your realtor for all the documentation
JAN
MACPHERSON
on file describing the property (such as
Property Disclosure Statement, title search, CRD Building
Inspection report, septic & woodstove permits, survey, well log
& water tests).
Is this home accurately priced? Ask your agent for comparable
sales to see what other similar homes have sold for an to assist in
determining your offering price. Consider the listing to selling
price ratio for similarly priced homes.
Confirm with mortgage broker or bank that you are qualified
to make the purchase and that you have deposit funds of
approximately 5% of the selling price available within 2 weeks.
List the “chattels” that you wish to have included (and
excluded) in your contract.
Above all put your agent to work for you - ask lots of
questions so that you can make informed decisions.

islanders, who either have to go off-island at
a substantial cost or pay to do their laundry
in someone else’s house or they wash their
clothes in a bathtub with a stick.
Wagon Wheel Housing Society is not giving
up, but we could use some pandemic emergency funding. We have reached out locally
to many partners, but the virus put us all out
of commission.
Dr. Bonnie Henry, we know you have compassion, intelligence and common sense.
Maybe you could find a way to bring this
essential service to fruition. We would appreciate any advice, suggestions or direction you
might have for us. We are an island — one big
petri dish, if you will.
Thank you for listening. At least now
you are aware of our predicament. Please
enjoy the enclosed book [Some Encouraging
Words]. It is a token of our appreciation for
the wonderful job you have been doing, providing a calming voice during this time.

SCOTT HOWE
E thical investing is an area that I’ m particularly
passionate about. I’ m also proud to say that my team at Island Savings has a
lengthy history of providing socially responsible investment options. In days
gone by, ethical investors sometimes had to compromise on the performance
of their investments. This is simply no longer the case – there’ s a large and
growing number of outstanding values- based investment options, products
and strategies. Whether you simply want to avoid certain industries like
tobacco or military products, for example, or you want to ensure your
investments are divested from fossil fuels, there are solutions for you. It
doesn’ t matter if you’ re j ust starting out as an investor or if you’ re highly
experienced: you can ensure that your entire portfolio is invested responsibly
in companies that are committed to making a positive impact on our planet.
n ortunately not all finan ial ad i or ha e ignifi ant e erien e with
socially responsible investing, so if this is important to you, make sure you
find an ad i or who doe m ha y to ugge t one i you like

Scott Howe BA, PFP®, CFP®, CPCA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor
Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868 showe@islandsavings.ca
First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc.
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+ ROSES

Rants
To the vermin, and I use the term carefully and
sincerely, who came to the open window of my
car at the Long Harbour ferry terminal at 1:20 p.m.
on Friday, July 17. You were not wearing a mask. I
was because I, my wife and my son are all high risk.
You shouted, “Were you the guy who passed
a car a while back, etc.” claiming the car almost
knocked you off the road. We were sitting in the
parking lot for over an hour and a half having
lunch. It couldn’t have been us.
Had you moved back from my window as I
politely asked you to do I might have told you
that. Instead you threatened me with violence,
verbally abused me in front of my family, and were
emitting spit as you yelled at me.
You are a foul, selfish human being and I am
ashamed to admit you are in the same species.
Next time you want to accuse someone, get your
facts straight and have some respect in case you
are wrong. People like you make a pandemic even
that much harder. Jan Rabson
Here’s to the businesses that say they accept
cash, yet do not accept coins and do not give coins
as change. Unless you expect a large tip with every
cash transaction, just say you don’t accept cash.
Shame on you. John Hoyle

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Aren’t They
Lovable?
Once again we asked islanders for
pictures of their pets, and they responded
with wagging-tail enthusiasm.

1

3

Many photos were accompanied with the owners’
expressions of love for their pets,
or details about the image.
If you missed this year’s call for pet photos, stay
tuned for the next request in June of 2021.
In the meantime, keep on loving
the pets now in your household
and save some love
for those to come in future.

4

5
1. Chevy being pretty cool
(from Amber Ogilvie).
2. Blue, a two-year-old Siamese
(from Karen Gray).
3. Banjo, the green-cheeked conure
(from Kim & Cole Thompson).
4. Orla cooling off (from Dovene Steele).
5. Luna and Ziggy (from Nirmal Dryden).
6. Rosey, age 12, who recovered from a
stroke one month ago (from Wendy Judith
Cutler and Corrie Hope Furst).
7. Schnoodle Pepper in one of his favourite
stretching poses his owners call “the super
dog” (from LeeAnn Norgard).
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Ann McPhee, Certified Trainer

CERTIFIED NADOI & MENTOR TRAINER WITH ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR COLLEGE

13
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• Recei e a 10 disco n
2nd ednesday o e ery
mon .
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128
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G

R . 250 53 1838

www.w is erspe s ore.com
w is erspe s ore gmail.com

M-Sat 9:30-4:30; Closed Sundays and holidays
(across from the Visitors Centre)

Watch for
our store
renovations!

• Dog obedience training, owner counseling
• Group & puppy classes, private lessons & behaviour counseling
• Show handling also available

trek hond@me.com

250.537.9505

PETS
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1. Emma the Belgian shepherd (from Juli Paul).
2. Buddy, who runs the Rabson family
household (from Cindy Rabson).
3. Charlie, an 11-year-old Maltipoo, who doesn’t
really appreciate the rain
(from Angela Anderson).
4. Pinot in his wagon (from Joyce Christenson).

5. Sophie, the eight-year-old Havanese
(from Brenda Bowes).
6. Sir Freckles, a three-year-old Lynx Point
Siamese (from Susan Lee).
7. Honey the chicken (from Juli Paul).
8. Screech, left, and Growler
(from Elsie Bosnell).

9. Mia finds the sink is just a good cozy place
for a cat to curl up in
(from Marg and Tony Threlfall).
10. Sansa
(from John McNab).
11. Conan the Basset hound pit bull cross
(from Juli Paul).

Large or small
we feed them all!
We Carry a Wide Range of Animal and Pet Feeds,
Supplies and Toys for All Your Animal Needs

Supporting the
Gulf Islands
for over 32 years

Cowichan Valley
Owned and Operated
2800 Roberts Road,
Duncan
1-800-663-3966
topshelffeeds.ca

SPCA Branch open Weekdays noon-4pm and by appt.
540 Lower Ganges Road, off Sharp Road
(250)537-2123
Now through July 27th, all adult cats are 50% off
regular adoption fee of $95
Meet your new BFF today!

QUALITY BAG AND BULK FEEDS FOR ALL
YOUR LIVESTOCK NEEDS!
100% Quality • 100% Veggie
100% Fresh • 100% Service

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE LOCAL SPCA

Top Shelf
Feeds Inc.

Vancouver Island’s Only Feed Manufacturing Company
100% Locally owned & operated
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-6 | SUNDAY 10-4

GULF ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

G.I.S. SALES
& RENTALS INC.

250-653-4013
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1. Lewis the min pin (from Rob Ogilvie).
6. From left, Mindy-lou, golden retriever pug cross,
and Valdi, Lab and retired guide dog (from
2. Charlie with his first haircut. Shout out to
Caren Fennell).
Michelle Grant of Smiley Dog Grooming Spa
(from Elizabeth Nolan).
7. Mitzi the Chihuahua rat terrier cross with her
pal Maple, a Pekinese-Papillon-Chihuahua cross,
3. Nina the Bichon (from Kathy Fraser).
AKA Thelma and Louise. They think they are
4. Gemma, who is 20 years young
going on a road trip!
(from Nirmal Dryden).
(from Jerry Lee Allen)
5. Dexter the two-year-old Boston terrier
8. Nina having a bad hair day
(from Lisa Cherneff).
(from Nirmal Dryden).

11
9. Nishim/Nisien. Nishim means ‘my little
brother’ in the Indigenous Innu language
of northern Quebec and Labrador; in Welsh
stories, Nisien (Nee-Shenn) is the halfbrother of the deities Bran and Branwen,
and is a peacemaker (from Kate Leslie).
10. Pippa waits for the Crofton-Vesuvius
ferry (from Ann Chinnery and Claudia
Ruitenberg).
11. Sam the Shih Tzu (from Kathy Fraser).

The last Thursday
of every month is

SENIORS’
DAY
*

%

10

iced
on regular prse
merchandi

OPEN
OPEN

7 DAYS
DAYS

WEEK!
AA WEEK!

• We oﬀer doggy daycare and
boarding on our 22 acres.
• We have 10 runs, two outdoor play
areas, 22 acres to hike “on leash” for
safety and a large indoor play area.
• We are working on a fenced doggy
waterpark !
• We are open 24/7.
• We have Free pick up and drop off
times at the library daily (see our
fb page for times), pick up/ drop oﬀ at
your location is $5.00.

• We are now taking orders for
homemade dog food.
• Recently, we are taking in ALL lost
dogs in cooperation with CRD Victoria
(Don Brown) and SPCA and caring for
them until the owner is found.
• All vaccinated dogs welcome,
including preventive treatment for
Bordetella, Parvo and lepto.
• Soon, we will also be oﬀering
organic dehydrated raw
diet for dogs!

*Some restrictions apply.
See in-store for details.

BOSLEY’SININ
SIDNEY
BOSLEY’S
SIDNEY

#4-2353
Avenue
#4-2353Bevan
Bevan
Avenue

250.656.6977
250.656.6977
www.bosleys.com

www.bosleys.com

@BosleysSidney
@BosleysSidney

DAYCARE, BOARDING
& RESCUE

250-210-4440
jaimehh3@gmail.com

www.saltydogdaycare.ca
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OPEN FOR DINING IN
Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm
Sunday Brunch - Garden Patio

MUSICIANS

Practise Your
Physical Distancing

Lazare follows musical dreams

Leave 2 metres (6 feet) of space
between yourself and other people!

New single to be released
Aug. 7 despite COVID-19
hurdles

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Mystery is a very timid but sweet gal who needs a
loving and understanding home to help her learn to
trust humans. Although not interested in being held,
she does love pets and is very curious.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Life as an independent musician is a
challenging prospect at any time, but
especially so under pandemic conditions
when live performances and discretionary spending by supporters have been
curtailed.
COVID-19 has sent several challenges to
Salt Spring-raised singer-songwriter Phöenix Lazare, but it’s also inspired a new
single due to be released on Aug. 7 and
opened new doors while closing others.
Lazare graduated from Gulf Islands
Secondary School in 2014 and went on
to the Berklee College of Music in Boston
and from there to pursuing her career in
Nashville. She made the decision to move
home to Canada early in 2020 because
she was denied an artist’s visa to continue living in the United States. She and
her fiancé Justin Kelley went to Toronto
first, where they were living with Lazare’s
grandmother when the coronavirus crisis
hit.
“My decision to move back to Salt
Spring was definitely affected by the pandemic. Justin and myself decided we didn’t
want to be in the city and realized that as
musicians we can really be anywhere,”
Lazare said. “Now I’m trying to navigate
being a musician in this community when
this is going on. It’s been
interesting.”
Lazare was working
for a booking agent in
Toronto and also booking her own live shows
when COVID-19 forced
cancellation of her last
gig. She and Kelley
went through the first

PHOTO BY HOLY SMOKE PHOTOGRAPHY

Musician Phöenix Lazare.
few months of lockdown in her grandmother’s basement.
“It’s been a bit wild. I’m not an artist
that particularly goes on months-long
tours. I’m grateful for that because a lot
of my friends and artists from Nashville do
make their money by touring for months
on end. But not playing shows has been
impactful financially and creatively,” Lazare said.
Some relief has come through her
relationship with Side Door, a performers’ marketplace platform. It was cofounded by Juno award-winning musician and songwriter Dan Mangan in
2017. Lazare explained that while in
the past Side Door’s focus had been on
connecting independent performers
with home concerts and other small intimate venues, the COVID pandemic has
seen the company’s ability to produce
ticketed online shows become more
prominent.
For many artists who rely on live shows
and touring to make an income, it’s been
a way to get through the pandemic, and
Lazare has been happy to do some shows

that way.
“That’s been really amazing for me,
but I miss the energy of playing music in
a live setting and just that atmosphere,”
she said, adding live shows are especially
useful for trying out new material on an
audience.
Lazare’s new single Warm Soles was
created without that tool, but captures
many aspects of the current mood. She
wrote the song in Toronto after talking
with her grandmother about wedding
dresses. As someone who was newly
engaged, she was feeling sad about not
being able to start planning her wedding
and decided to use that as a prompt for
the daily songwriting challenge she’d
assigned herself. (Kelley has applied for
permanent residency in Canada, but the
couple want the immigration question
cleared up before they get invested in
the deeper planning.)
Lazare sent her recording to her friend
Louis Remenapp, a music engineer in
Nashville, to help with light mixing and
production. Swelling between deep
synths and soft guitar, the lyrics paint a
picture of her future wedding, a dream of
ivory and sky.
“It’s very soft and gentle, and I feel like
there’s where I am as a musician naturally,” Lazare said. “I’m settling back into my
roots as a songwriter and this is shining a
light on just myself— my voice, my lyrics
and the guitar.”
The single is being put out digitally
through Lazare Music Inc., the independent label her family runs. It will be available though their website, at phoenixlazare.com or any of the artist’s social media
accounts as of Aug. 7.
Audiences will get their chance to hear
the song live at Lazare’s first public performance in six months, which is taking
place at the Tree House Cafe sometime in
August. She is also planning a free online
show, to be announced in the coming
weeks.

VISUAL ARTS

Xplornet data is unlimited.

Painters hold summer show at ArtSpring
First public gallery event

ONLY

79

$

SUBMITTED BY SSI PAINTERS GUILD

99

/month1

First 3 months
$99.99 in month 4.
1 year term required. $99 installation fee applies.2

Call 1-866-256-9764 today!
xplornet.com
Offer available until August 31, 2020 for new customers only. Price in month 4 varies from $99.99 to $149.99
per month. Reduced speed beyond the data included in your plan. Monthly service fee includes rental cost
of equipment, except optional Xplornet Wi-Fi router. Taxes apply on all plans. 2Plans are subject to network
availability at your location. Site check fee may apply. If installation requirements go beyond the scope of a
basic installation, additional fees apply. See dealer for details. Speed online may vary based on Internet traffic,
servers, computer/router configurations and other factors. Traffic Management policy applies, see xplornet.com/
policies. Xplornet® is a trade-mark of Xplornet Communications Inc. © 2020 Xplornet Communications Inc.
1

ArtSpring will open its doors to the public for
the first time since March on Monday, July 27 for
the annual Salt Spring Island Painters Guild Summer Show.
Thirty-five artists will be showing new paintings
and prints in the gallery through to Aug. 5.
Guild members have taken advantage of this
time of COVID to focus on their art and to produce
new works to show. Many have commented that
the cancellation of most activities has led to more
time in front of their easels and more inspired
paintings. The guild’s printmaking group has also
been active, both online and recently in a carefully
orchestrated studio day.
In addition, the guild’s sketching group has a
colourful and intriguing virtual show at https://
ssipaintersguild.ca/sketchers-show/. It will run to
the end of August. The group formed a year
ago after an inspiring class with Bob Altwein
and it now meets weekly at locations around
the island to sketch local scenes and people. For
more information people can email Ellie Casey at

Maritime Day by Peter Eyles. Viewers’ Choice winner
from last year’s show.
elliecasey1951@gmail.com.
The Summer Show is open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
each day, and to noon on the Aug. 5 closing day. Stringent precautions will be in place to keep visitors safe
while they view the more than 60 paintings and prints.
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LTC, not staff, makes decisions

continued from 6

Abandon
TUP housing
bylaw
The following letter was
sent to the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee and filed
with the Driftwood for publication.
Proposed Bylaw 471 is a
half-baked idea that will
“gift” Salt Spring with a can
of worms.
Water supply, rural sprawl
and other problems will
result from Bylaw 471 with
zero guarantee of adding
“affordable” rental units. It
also violates the Islands Trust
Act’s “preserve and protect”
mandate.
A wiser strategy would take
a comprehensive approach:
first, identify key areas from
a “preserve and protect” perspective (promote close-in
locations, and bus routes) that
avoid rural sprawl and conserve land and resources, and
second, advocate for eligibility criteria (like long-time residency, critical-sector employment, etc.)
The U.S. and Canada rely
too heavily on the privatesector land development and
Bylaw 471 will continue in
the same vein, promoting skyhigh rents that price too many
renters out of the market.
Bylaw 471 is an impulsive
Band-aid proposal, a shot-inthe-dark likely to go awry,
doing environmental harm
with zero predictability of
added “affordable” rentals.
I would support the trustees pushing the province and
the Capital Regional District
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to advance strategic and com- out the front door. Don’t forprehensive housing solutions, get they also included reas- ket for non-food vendors at
especially if these involved suring signs that stock was Centennial is initially schedreducing rural sprawl, increas- available to prevent hoarding, uled for a limited number
Yourmore
Community
while Newspaper
staff wore signs on their of vendors throughout the
ing density in the core,
Since
1960
common-area shared spaces, backs: “Stop. Stay 6 ft back week, rather than on Saturand loosening the grip of from me.” Not only dealing day, to avoid large crowds.
CRD managers
provincial building-code and with anxious, irritable custom- Our local 48
land-use regulations that ers but their own fears as well, have worked quickly to hire
strangle attempts at eco- I never saw one of them break a new market coordinator to
friendly construction meth- down or be unhelpful to us all. replace the one who recently
w
At the time Mr. Rapport stepped down. Until the new
ods.
Trustees, please kindly refer dropped by to “help” in coordinator arrives in early
back to your legal mandate, March, anxiety, confusion and August, vendors will provide
and get busy with some outright fear were hampering their own COVID safety plans
all of us. Do you remember the with assistance from CRD
newer and better ideas.
newscasts: all COVID, all the staff.
DENNIS LUCARELLI,
SALT SPRING
Ganges Alley has also starttime, with horrifying epidemiological predictive models, ed a market for up to 60 venconstantly evolving and some- dors on their property. The
times contradictory advice CRD has no involvement with
from global reputable sourc- this private market, but to
es with actual experience in support community health
pandemics such as the World and safety, we have closed
David Rapport’s “Essential Health Organization and cen- our adjacent parking stalls.
services demand essential tres for disease control, etc.?
While travel within B.C. is
responsibilities” contribution
not being encouraged, Dr.
Mr.
Rapport
refers
to
Dr.
Subscribe to the Gulf Islands Driftwood
to the July 15 Driftwood is Bonnie Henry, but he seems to Bonnie Henry continues to
and we’ll deliver it to you and send you
a pompous, nit-picking cri- have skipped reading her first urge respect for local conthe online edition ..............................................
tique of Country Grocer that rule: Be kind.
cerns and vigilance about
was distressing to read at any
safety measures such as
CAROLINE KYLE,
SALT SPRING
time and irresponsible at this
physical distancing. Concerns
time.
G U L F I S L A N D S remain in smaller communiWhile I do not have as many
ties, including Salt Spring,
fancy letters after my name, I
about large numbers of visihave considerable experience
tors, particularly non-essenas a health services officer in
tial travellers from the U.S.
the Canadian army in counDecisions about reopening
tries whose entire infrastrucpublic and private facilities
ture has been demolished.
I
involve a difficult weighing
gulfislandsdriftwood.com
• inquiries@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
also have decades of experiof economic benefits and
ence as an RN, including time
health risks. Dr. Henry and
As I indicated in my direc- Lady Minto’s chief of staff
in the intensive care unit.
I wholeheartedly admire tor’s report in the July 8 Drift- Dr. Holly Slakov have both
Country Grocer and Thrifty’s wood, your local CRD staff informed me they support
for the herculean work they and volunteer commissions our cautious approach.
have done since the pandemic have been gradually reopenOur thanks to local healthbegan. Overnight they made ing our facilities to the public, care workers, first respondhuge changes to their business- including markets in Centen- ers, businesses and citizens
es in order to provide us with nial Park. The Tuesday Farm- for their efforts and patience
food: from receiving through ers’ Market has successfully during these difficult times.
the back door to stocking operated there for almost As Dr. Henry says, “Be kind,
while also changing proce- two months.
be calm, be safe.”
Consistent with the caudures for customers entering,
GARY HOLMAN,
SALT SPRING CRD DIRECTOR
shopping, paying and exiting tious approach taken for
GULF ISLANDS

SUBSCRIBE
NOW

Missed first
Henry rule

Subscribe now for important
up-to-date news, including
information on how Covid-19 is
affecting our community.

$

Reopening
requires
Call 250-537-9922
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and
patience
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MORE LETTERS

based on analysis of existing bylaws and
policy. The members of the LTC must also
factor in other considerations, including
the views of the public and protection of
the environment.
The policies and regulations related to
land-use planning on Salt Spring are plentiful but often are written in “planning”
language rather than “plain” language.
There is lots of information on the Islands
Trust website and the friendly, knowledgeable planning staff are available to
answer your specific questions. The Salt
Spring office will be open again to the
public soon. In the meantime, please call
250-537-9144 if you want to speak with
planning staff.
Besides making decisions related to
applications, the LTC focuses resources on
projects. Our current project work consists of water sustainability, protection
of the coastal Douglas fir and associated
ecosystems, Ganges village planning, and
cannabis production regulation. You can
find information on current applications
and projects on the Islands Trust website.
Contrary to island legend, it is not better
to ask for forgiveness after the fact, rather
than asking for permission first.
Your two locally elected trustees are
also part of the Trust Council, a federation of 13 local Trust areas. Trust Council
establishes and maintains policies for car-

FULFORD HARBOUR

Kudos to Michael McAllister for standing up and supporting the North Salt
Spring Waterworks District and its staff
(“Water trustees urge direct communication,” July 15 Driftwood letter).
Services on Salt Spring are delivered by
various bodies (provincial government,
Capital Regional District, Islands Trust
and improvement districts) with elected
officials and staff. Building on Michael’s
refresher on NSSWD, here is some information about the Islands Trust.
The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee is
a body of three individuals — two locally
elected trustees (Peter Grove and myself,
Laura Patrick) — plus an appointed chair
(Peter Luckham, elected Thetis Island
trustee). The chair’s role is not as a tie
breaker, but as a full legal voting member
of the LTC. This committee is responsible
for land use planning and regulation,
which includes the preparation and adoption of the official community plan, landuse bylaws, and zoning and subdivision
bylaws, for example. Subdivision approvals are issued by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.
Like the NSSWD, the responsibility for
decision making lies with the LTC and not
with their staff. A staff report is only one
of the factors that the LTC has to consider
when making decisions. Staff reports are
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Advertising Deadlines Change
Please note that the
Gulf Islands Driftwood office will be closed
on Monday, August 3 - BC Day
and will reopen 8:30am - 4pm on Tuesday, August 4.
Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood
Wednesday August 5 edition will be as follows:
Display Advertising, Classified Display & Classified Word
deadline: Wednesday, July 29, 12 noon

• Remember When
• Where is This?
• Star of the Week

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

SUPER GROUP
Single Use Plastic
Elimination
and Recycling
PLASTIC WRAP
Plastic wrap has been used in recent decades to
cover or wrap food, especially leftovers, but before
that we had many alternate means to keep food
fresh. Today there are many alternatives and the
use of plastic wrap can readily be eliminated.
What you can do:
Instead, to seal bowls or wrap pieces of fruit or vegetables, use
beeswax-coated cloth wraps. These include brand name products,
which are available in stores or online (high quality wraps are
available from Saltspring Island Beeswax wraps) or homemade
beeswax-coated cloths. Reusable silicone stretch lids are also a good
alternative. However, one could simply place leftovers in reusable
glass, metal, or ceramic containers that come with lids or place
plates on top. This works fine if the leftover is expected to be used
in the next few days.

Paul supports this

SUPER IDEA!
______________

250-526-2626

paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Ofﬁce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Swarms on the move a challenge
Advice for novice
bee-keepers

BUZZ
ONBEES

BY RACHEL HALLIWELL
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

GULF ISLANDS

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Have you ever seen a clump
of bees hanging off your
neighbour’s tree and thought,
“I don’t remember seeing that
there yesterday.”
That is a swarm: half of a
beekeeper’s precious colony
has up and left and is now
temporarily trespassing on
your neighbour’s property.
But what is a swarm? Swarms
consist of thousands of worker bees, a handful of drones
(male honeybees) and one
queen that have left their original home and are in the middle of finding a more suitable
location. They are temporarily
using your neighbour’s tree as
a resting post while sending
“scout” bees on the hunt for
a more permanent spot. Once
the scout bees find a better
home, they will let the colony
know and within moments,
the swarm will leave just as fast
as it arrived. Swarms can be
waiting in that clump formation anywhere from an hour to
a few days.
Although the sight of a
mini colony hanging from
your neighbour’s tree may
seem daunting, swarms are
typically quite gentle. Prior to
leaving their original hive, the
workers filled their stomachs
with honey, therefore they
are quite full and heavy —
reducing their desire to sting
innocent bystanders. As well,
they do not have any brood

SALT SPRING ISLAND
FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Since March, the SSIFPD office has been closed to the public
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and ensure the District can
continue to provide essential services. During the pandemic,
meetings of the Board of Trustees have been held electronically.
Since the provincial government is now allowing groups of less
than 50 people to gather, the District will be opening the July
27th Board meeting to the public.
The meeting will be held at the Lions Club Hart Bradley Hall
located at 103 Bonnet Avenue.
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Seating will be arranged so that a 2-metre distance is
maintained between chairs. Attendance will be limited to the
number of people that can be accommodated with appropriate
social distancing measures in place. Attendees are asked to
wear face masks and persons with any possible symptoms of
COVID-19 will not be permitted to attend.

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

(babies) to defend. That being
said, they are protecting their
queen, so I would suggest giving the swarm some breathing
room and admiring them from
If you have
If you have
a safe distance.
information
on any
information on any
Swarms may occur for severof our streets,
of our streets,
al reasons but there is one
rea- contact
please contact
please
son, especially around thisus
time
us at:
at:
of year, that is the most 250-537-9933
com250-537-9933
or
or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
mon: insufficient space in
the
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
home they currently occupy.
This is why routine inspections
of your colony is important.
Hive inspections will give you
an indication if your hive is in
need of more room and adding boxes (supers) as needed,
giving your queen more room
to lay and reducing their desire
to swarm.
PHOTO BY RON PITHER
If a swarm does occur and
you discover this hanging bas- Salt Spring’s Ron Pither, regionally famous for catching swarms
ket of bees, there are a few of bees, places a branch covered with escaped honeybees into a
hiveisbox
in latefor
May.
options. You could contact
theSalty
D.W.
looking
material for
D.W. Sa
local bee club. They typically
his column,
have a swarm catcher list
that aofperfect
backdrop
to search equipment.
Streets
Salt Spring
Island
St
you could call, and a local
bee-havefor
the queen
if our
she hapGood luck and happy
If you
information
on any of
streets, please
contact
us at:to the ground
keeper will take them away.
pened
to fall
swarm catching!
or
If you are this lovely250-537-9933
bee- during
the commotion. Place
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
keeper and want to acquire the cardboard box on the
Rachel Hallwell is founder
your first swarm, I would sug- ground with the lid ajar and of Home Grown Bee in the
gest bringing a cardboard box allow the rest of the colony, Comox Valley, is Bee Master
(with ventilation), placing a that may have missed the certified and well educated on
white sheet on the ground box, to make it back to their the world of honeybees. She is
and holding the box under- family. You can be confident passionate about honeybees
neath the hanging colony. that you have acquired the and believes that education is
With one forceful bang to queen if the colony doesn’t our strongest tool in spreading
the branch, the colony should fly back to the branch. Take awareness about these pollinadrop in the box typically with- the box home and relocate tors and all the wonderful
out a fuss. The white sheet is them to your standardized work that they do.

COVID-19

Hospital staff urge COVID-19 caution
Increase in
movement and
visitors prompts
message to
community
SUBMITTED BY THE LADY MINTO
HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF
ASSOCIATION

After a long absence from
posting, the Lady Minto
Hospital medical staff feel
it might be time to update
the community on all things
COVID.
While all cases on Salt Spring
have long since recovered, we
are entering a new phase of
risk as more and more visitors

arrive and each of us starts to
expand our “bubble.”
First, thank you so much to
all the businesses and individuals who have clearly made
a huge effort to put in place
precautionary measures as
recommended by our provincial leaders to keep all of us
safe.
Second, please do not allow
all the hard work and sacrifices go to waste. As all of us
start to socialize more, please
do NOT meet with friends
or go to work if you feel
ill. Remember to wash your
hands, do not touch your face,
and if you need to sneeze or
cough, cover your face with
your elbow.
Masks should be worn in
any situation where it is difficult to maintain the required

six feet (two metres) of separation from anyone not in
your bubble.
Finally, thank you to the
Capital Regional District and
the coordinators of the Saturday market who have been
working hard to sort out the
s a f e s t w a y t o r e o p e n . We
know that many people are
desperate to see the Saturday market. If you are attending any of the markets in the
park, please be aware that
this is potentially a highrisk event, even though it is
outdoors. Should there be a
COVID-positive person in the
crowd, contact tracing will be
almost impossible in this scenario.
Please wear a mask, carry
hand sanitizer and continue
to respect social distancing.
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Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com
TIP OF THE WEEK:

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Nick and Celine Boychuk of Eagle Eye
Marine Services pull Edward McKeever’s
truck out of the soft shingle at Hudson
Point where it got stuck during low tide
Sunday morning. McKeever had been
attempting to bring an important delivery
to his family members on the beach.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Work by a Don Mann Excavating Ltd. crew to create a proper pedestrian pathway on Rainbow Road as part of the Capital Regional
District’s North Ganges Transportation Plan got underway last week, with traffic delays through Ganges a regular occurrence.

PHOTO BY RON WATTS

Salt Spring’s Tom Mitchell drives
his electric car past the B.C.
Legislature during a recent
event organized by the Victoria
EV Association to publicly
demonstrate how clean the
air can be when vehicles have
no emissions. The group was
advocating for people who want
to purchase electric vehicles
due to long delivery wait times
or lack of access, and those who
already have EVs but no access
to charging infrastructure.
Several islanders participated in
the rally.

SALT
SPRING

of the

WEEK

Jim Standen

WHERE IS THIS FOUND ON SALT SPRING?
Email your answer to

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PHOTO BY RON WATTS

or look for the photo on our Facebook page.
We haven’t run the Where Is It feature since
the COVID-19 shutdown due to smaller
papers, but it’s back this week!

St★r

Jim Standen is the
Energizer Bunny of the
electric vehicle movement
on Salt Spring, promoting
and facilitating the
electrification of the
island’s transportation
system in whatever way he
can through the Transition
Salt Spring Island EV
Group.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

The emotional turbulence that flooded the airwaves in late June and
early July has subsided. This outer synchronicity as the expression of
Mercury retrograde, Jupiter conjunct Pluto, Saturn re-entering its own
sign of Capricorn, warrior Mars in Aries, Uranus in Taurus the builder, and
the Lunar Node in Gemini. With this current lunar cycle hosting the second
New Moon in Cancer in a row, the destined theme includes stepping back
to digest and to reflect upon both the social implications of our times and
perhaps especially their personal significance, meaning, and purpose.
For the sake of clarity and integrity, such self-inquiry invites intellectual
honesty and critical thinking such as the following:
· Do I see things as they are, or perhaps according to conditioning bias and
unexamined beliefs?
· Am I truly a critical thinker, which requires an integral journalistic
endeavor to see all sides?
· Do I categorize people with derogatory labels in an attempt to appear
intellectually superior?
· Do I invite sincere dialogue or have I entered I segregated ‘thought camp’?
Our human family is in trouble and unless we unite, we will remain
divided making it easy for enemies to conquer us.
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
We are all surfacing after a deep
and intense dive over the past
several weeks. The aftershocks of
this cycle will linger for you, yet
the Sun in Leo indicates a time
when you will make every effort
to get in as much fun in the sun as
you can. You may also feel itchy to
go on an adventure. If you do, your
approach may be deemed ‘conservative’, so trust that and go for it!
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
You have been busy taking stock of
what you have and what you need.
The focus is very much on family
needs. You are hardly in the mood
to bust the bank, and will likely
lean towards frugality. Yet, as
you cast your sights to the bigger
picture, you see ominous storm
clouds. So, you are also willing to
make any necessary investments
to achieve your goals.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Amidst lingering security concerns
and questions, your energy levels
will rise noticeably over the coming days and weeks. Given the social atmosphere, moods continue
to rise and fall and the calm water
does not appear to be in the forecast. Making the most of it, you
will aim to enjoy more playtime
and this could amount to diving
into creative projects, in a couple
of weeks.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
New Moon # 2 in your sign indicates that the process of taking
pioneering leads will continue.
Looking back later, you will realize just how much you advanced
somehow in the summer of 2020.
This process includes new knowledge and perhaps training for the
sake of fixes and repairs. Some
may deem your approach to be
‘maverick’. As far as you are concerned: ‘whatever it takes!’
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Keeping busy behind the scenes
continues and you are probably
fine with that. Although the appeal of social interaction lingers,
it is on the lesser end and you
are probably happy to keep the
company of your family and closest friends only. Meanwhile, you
find yourself on a quest to decipher how you can best attend
strictly to practical needs in order
to strengthen your faith and confidence.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
A deepened sense of social responsibility is percolating within you.
These are moving you to exercise
a mode of leadership. Yet, you also
feel inclined to remain somewhat
behind the scenes. The creative
resolution for this may amount to
participation via social media. In
this regard, your focus probably
features a balance of philosophical
ideal and realistic pragmatism.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Activations in your public and professional sphere continue to be a
central theme and focus. Yet, you
are dealing with mixed feelings
regarding your role and actual
participation. While you do want
to fulfill a sense of purpose, and
the prospect of social interaction
may hold some appeal, it is more
a matter of practicality and duty
that guides above all.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
A mood to get things done continues. Weaving outdoor activities
and practical projects are likely
and ideal. You prefer to work with
other key players than alone.
Creative activities and projects
also hold great appeal. Yet, you
do reserve a healthy measure of
creative license and, if this is not
available, you will probably be a
bit grumpy and may even walk
away altogether.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
A lot of deep changes continue to
churn within. Hopefully, these are
the kind you want. The entire process may be deemed transformational. Positively, it is leading you
to be more social and to increase
and improve the quality of your
communications with others. This
is not the time to be self-determined at the expense of a spirit of
cooperation.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
A steady flow of social activity
continues yet may be especially
focused on family. However, key
people who played an important role in your past may enter
the stage. These reunions could
prove quite emotionally charged
and could activate the beginning
of a whole new foundation of
relationship involvement, especially into the second week of
August.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Building upon new foundations
especially in terms of new lifestyle
rhythms continues. This process
began, perhaps with a bang, at the
solstice. Positively, it has activated
a more creative and animated
mood, on one hand, yet which
may also be woven with some uncertainty in terms of entering the
unknown. Positively, your energy
levels are running high.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
A mood to be focused on creative
projects close to home continues.
It is likely that you are attending
to several simultaneously and are
enjoying that. Among these is the
theme of securing our nest and or
making your home environment
more beautiful and functional. The
Sun in Leo will direct your focus to
more practical activity and Mercury following suit in mid-August
will increase your focus and resolve.
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PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT:

DEADLINES:

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS:

Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify: Monday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS:

3 line rate $16.75 additional lines $1.00 ea

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:

DISPLAY ADS:

$14.00 per col. inch

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

250-537-9933
YOUR AD ON-LINE
All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at

www.bcclassified.com

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE
Book your classifieds online - open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

or bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Obituaries

Obituaries

In Memoriam

Business
Opportunities

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Concrete & Placing

Hospice

Islands Trust is looking for a

BRIGITTE HAYES

Bylaw Enforcement Officer

January 10, 1953 - July 13, 2020

to join our Team

It is with a sad heart that we
announce the passing of Brigitte
beloved, wife, mother, and friend.
Brigitte was an inspiration. She was
such a fighter and so determined
and creative in charting a course
since her cancer diagnosis. She
met cancer head on and engaged
in every possible way to live her
life fully – and against all odds –
she biked mountains, hiked waterfalls and championed
her love of life every day. With her indomitable sprit,
she never gave up. She never gave up being kind and
generous, maintaining a positive outlook, and enjoying
nature’s wonders. She will be so dearly missed.
Brigitte and her husband of 35 years, Stephen Young,
and son Drew moved from Redmond, WA to Salt Spring
in 2012. Bringing with her the knowledge and skills
honed over a career spanning over 30 years in marketing
management at multiple high-tech companies in both
the US and Canada including Fulcrum, Cognos and
Microsoft. Her constant good cheer and warm smile
brightened every encounter.
In 2017 the Salt Spring Community Economic
Development Commission was privileged to contract
with Brigitte to help establish the operational components
of it’s Rural Business Accelerator Program, designed to
support business skills training for local entrepreneurs
across all business sectors. Her contributions to the
success of the program are ever present.
Brigitte was also an active in our local community and
gave rigorous support to the Green Party campaigns of
Elizabeth May and Adam Olsen. She had a keen interest
in art and the arts community and was quite excited
about her work with water colours.
Above all, Brigitte was a woman of generous heart.
May she now be at peace.

RECYCLE THIS
NEWSPAPER
Coming Events

FOUND: prescription sunglasses near Monteith boat
lauch, call the Driftwood
250-537-9933.

––––––––––––––––––––

let’s celebrate!
Say Happy Birthday...
Happy Anniversary...
Congratulations on your
New Baby...
you name it, we can celebrate it!
$58.00 includes photo!!
FOR DETAILS

250.537.9933

Drafting & Design

Computer Services

Lost and Found

.,

Contribute your valued expertise! The BC
Public Service is an award winning employer
and offers employees competitive benefits,
amazing learning opportunities and a chance to
engage in rewarding work with exciting career
development opportunities. Find out more by
visiting www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Salary Range $54,933.89 - $62,318.99 annually
Close Date July 23, 2020
This posting is to establish an eligibility list to
fill both current and/or future permanent and/
or temporary appointments for Victoria, Salt
Spring Island and Gabriola.
There is currently a full-time permanent
opportunity at Salt Spring Island.

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

is currently accepting applications
for the full-time position of
Advertising Sales Representative.
We offer training, a competitive salary
plus commission and benefits.
Interested candidates send resumes to:

Rick Colliou

rcolliou@driftwoodgimedia.com
Pet Memoriam

Pet Memoriam

C

Chumley McCollough

I lost my beloved Chum on
Sunday, July 12th, two weeks
short of his 17th birthday.
Throughout his life, he gave
and received nothing but love.
Chum was all “lick and wiggle.”
He romped at the beach, played
hide and seek around the house
enthusiastically discovering each
hidden tiny piece of low fat mozzarella, and would sit in his car
seat observing the active world outside with endless fascination. He was a happy dog who lived a happy life. Inside his
9 lb, 10 inch high body resided a toy incarnation of a voracious
lab…a total foodie. As I write, Chum is across the Rainbow
Bridge engaged in a seriously goal directed search for treats.
The Royal Canin calorie control is edible but hardly exciting.
However, a few tiny bits of rib eye are a great find and a dollop
of liverwurst will be joyous ( even if it hides a pill.)
Many thanks to Dr. Justene Tedder and the Gulf Islands Vet
Clinic staff for many years of extraordinarily competent and
compassionate care.
“The presence of that absence is everywhere.” ~ Sharon

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper? Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End. Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

Electrical
FITZ ELECTRIC
www.ﬁtzelectric.ca
604-690-1968

Building Supplies
INTEGRITY
POST FRAME BUILDINGS
since 2008.
Built with concrete posts.
Barns, shops, riding arenas,
machine sheds and more.
Adam.s@integritybuilt.com.
1-250-351-5374.
www.integritybuilt.com

SEE
WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON
PAGE 13

Michael O’Connor Life Coach Astrologer
www.sunstarastrology.com
1-800-836-0648
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY

New SAR group graduates
WHEN
Five years ago
The Salt Spring Refugee Sponsorship Action Group welcomed new friends from Syria to the island after a long wait
for government approvals. They succeeded in providing a safe
landing spot for Samer and Rana Khaldi and their children
Serina, Adam and Mirna, plus single young man Matt Aljumaa. Conflict in Syria between rebels and forces loyal to the
Bashar al-Assad government had killed hundreds of thousands
of civilians over the previous five years and forced millions to
flee the country.

Ten years ago
PHOTO BY ALAN BIBBY

Members of Salt Spring Island Search and Rescue bring a stretcher to a team member acting as an injured person
during SAR’s survival weekend, an intensive training event for the local group’s members held July 18-19. From
left visible carrying the stretcher are Sam Moore, Jason Grindler, Adam Lynes-Ford, Matt Kellow and Dan Snowsill.

Wide range of
activities for those
involved in vital
island service
BY CHRIS ROWTHORN
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

Even in these unusual times, life
goes on: people still go hiking,
climb mountains, get lost, and get
injured. Fortunately, even during
this pandemic, Salt Spring Island
Search and Rescue has continued working and has even managed to train a new crop of five
team members. The five trainees,
known as members-in-training or
MITs, are expected to graduate at
the end of this month.
Salt Spring Search and Rescue, or
SSISAR, has been in existence since
1989 and currently comprises 38
members. Members range in age
from 20-somethings to 70-somethings and come from all walks
of life. Women make up a significant number of members and are
actively welcomed by the team.
Naturally, SSISAR responds to a
variety of calls on Salt Spring itself,
ranging from lost hikers in Ruckle
Park to individuals with dementia
who have wandered away from
care facilities. SSISAR also performs
non-search tasks like notifying pod
residents of evacuation orders,
and, following the windstorm of
December 2018, they did wellness checks of housebound island
residents and delivered vital supplies. SSISAR is also responsible for
searches and rescues on the other
southern Gulf Islands.
Of course, there aren’t that
many incidents that require searches in the southern Gulf Islands, and
much of SSISAR’s work involves
offering assistance to other SAR
organizations in the province of
B.C. These so-called “mutual aid”
missions frequently take the team
to Vancouver Island, but they also
participate in searches all across
mainland B.C.
SSISAR usually trains new mem-

bers once a year. Training takes
about six months, with two-hour
meetings held once or twice a
week. Training covers all aspects
of search and rescue and includes
such topics as wilderness survival,
compass and GPS skills, map reading, radio work, search techniques,
tracking, rope skills and evacuation techniques. SAR members are
also required to complete a basic
first aid course. There are plenty
of opportunities for members to
deepen their knowledge of particular skills, and senior members
offer excellent and supportive
mentorship.
This year’s crop of five MITs
underwent training in circumstances utterly different from those of
previous years. Even book-based
training was often held outdoors,
and social distancing and hygiene
regulations were strictly adhered
to. Despite the unusual circumstances, the group came through
their training with flying colours.

“Training has taught
me valuable navigation
skills and has been a
great place to practise
critical thinking.”
SAM MOORE
SSISAR MIT

Conrad Bowden, a senior member who’s been training the new
recruits, says, “This years MITs are
very solid. They have shown commitment and enthusiasm for the
training and an ability to work
independently and cooperatively. They are fit and capable, like
being outdoors, and like engaging in practical tasks.”
So why do people decide to join
SSISAR? Adam Geddes, a recent
transplant to the island from Vancouver, says, “I was first exposed
to the SAR world a number of

years ago by a first-aid instructor. During our class a few search
and rescue stories worked their
way into scenarios and conversation. After that course the idea of
joining a SAR group was always
in the back of my mind. When
my wife and I made the decision
to relocate from Vancouver, that
same day I emailed SSISAR and
asked about joining! It was a way
to connect with locals who knew
the island and to help integrate
myself after moving to a new
community.”
Another MIT, Adam Lynes-Ford,
saw a search and rescue team in
action and that spurred his interest.
He says, “When I was a kid we
spent a lot of time adventuring
around outside on the island. I
never gave a thought to getting
lost or stuck outside until one of
my friends got stuck up one of the
cliffsides we liked to climb around
on. Search and Rescue came and
got him down, and the resourceful and helpful volunteers made
an impression on me.”
What do MITs get out of their
training? Sam Moore, another
MIT, reports, “Training has taught
me valuable navigation skills and
has been a great place to practise
critical thinking. As a bonus, outside of SAR tasks, it has made me
more confident in the outdoors.”
Another new member, Dan
Snowsill, says that SAR gave him
“an introduction to a range of
skills I never knew I needed. I also
got to meet some great people I
didn’t know on the island and got
to know a few people better.”
SSISAR is always looking for
new members. SAR manager and
training officer Zeke Blazecka
says, “Those that like being outdoors, as part of a team of likeminded individuals, will find a
high level of satisfaction helping
others within the search and rescue mandate.”
Anyone interested in SSISAR
should start by visiting the website at https://saltspringsar.org/.

Retired surgeons Pamy Sira and Roy Preshaw made public
their offer to act as locums on Salt Spring while a citizen’s group
fought to keep the Lady Minto Hospital operating room in use.
The two doctors offered their service to the Vancouver Island
Health Authority in hopes the organization would resume its
search for a long-term general surgeon. VIHA had previously
announced its intention to repurpose the operating room and
end general surgery on Salt Spring except for endoscopy services.

Twenty years ago
A maintenance crew was hard at work cleaning up shattered
beer bottles, ripped up pipes, broken tree branches, overturned
garbage containers and scattered trash on a Tuesday morning following a Monday-night rager at Centennial Park. Though damage
was considerable, it was really just more of the same as partying
at the park was thought to have reached an apex. “It’s a constant
problem in the park,” said RCMP Const. Jamie Tretiak. “If we could
do it, we’d sit here 24 hours a day. But we can’t.”

Thirty years ago
Ongoing tensions at the Saturday Farmers’ Market in Ganges
were eased somewhat as result of a meeting between vendors to
sort out problems. The vendors agreed to unload their wares and
then park elsewhere in the village to ease parking problems near
the park and in Gasoline Alley. They also decided to reserve space
in the centre portion of the market for growers of local fruit, flowers, herbs and vegetables. Vendor space would be limited to 3.7
metres (12 feet) and it was agreed that a permitting system would
be implemented the following January.

Forty years ago
The Salt Spring Island Trust Committee initiated legislation
to have all commercial areas in Ganges designated as development permit areas. At the time, only the core area of Ganges
was a development permit area. Planner Dean Strongitharm
explained the Trust would retain control over future developments and the community would also get a say through the
change.

Fifty years ago
A plea from Saturna for a plebiscite on membership in the
Capital Regional District was turned down. Municipal Affairs Minister Dan Campbell stated there was no provision in the act for
secession from a regional district. Islanders had argued Saturna
had not been asked whether residents wanted to be part of the
district and said they should be given the opportunity to vote on
the matter.

Sixty years ago
B.C. Premier W. A. C. Bennett convened an official cabinet
meeting at the Harbour House on Salt Spring Island. Delegates
from the Salt Spring, Galiano and Pender islands Chambers of
Commerce, the Mayne Island Farmers’ Institute and the Saturna
Island Community Club presented a joint request that the government incorporate the privately run Gulf ls!and Ferry Co. into the
provincial ferry system, and as such put it under the Department
of Highways’ administration.

ISLAND LIFE
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GARDENING

Succulents fan shares joy with fellow islanders
Drought-tolerant plants a winning
choice for Salt Spring
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

With a changing climate, water restrictions and
busy lives, local gardening buffs say drought-tolerant plants are a must in the Gulf Islands.
The ideal solution? For Salt Springer Andria
Scanlan it’s to garden almost exclusively with succulents.
Succulents are extremely low maintenance and
drought tolerant. They have very shallow roots
and actually prefer poor soil. And they have an
astonishing ability to thrive in areas that are dry or
otherwise difficult to plant.
“Once they are established they can literally be
neglected indefinitely,” Scanlan said. “And if you
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are concerned about fire-smarting
your property, our local department will tell you, as they’ve told
the Salt Spring Garden Club, there’s
nothing better because all their
leaves are filled with water.”
Scanlan has been collecting succulents for around 15 years and
estimates she has one of the top
three or four collections on the
West Coast, aside from garden centres. Her passion for propagation,
design, showing, selling and gardening with the plant family took
off when she was home with her
daughter Zoë as a small child.
“I didn’t have a babysitter and
my husband was doing an Olympic
campaign,” Scanlan said. (She is
married to Richard Clarke, a toprated international sailor and sailing coach.) “I have a PhD in health
PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
education, and when I start to get
into something I really get into it.” Flowering succulents propagated and grown by Andria Scanlan in her greenhouse.
Putting her education background together with her love
of plants has proved to be a winning combination. Scanlan offers
workshops at her home garden
and greenhouses and also leads
the garden club’s very popular Succulent Group, which boasts around
20 members. Last year Succulent
Group volunteers renovated Lady
Minto Hospital’s extended care
wing garden, planting over 500
succulents.
StaffARTS
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beautiful, low-maintenance and
drought-tolerant options.
Scanlan has had more traditional
flower gardens in the past, but life
events have encouraged her focus
on succulents for
) outdoor planting. Her family was just about to
move Winners
into a determined
new house
by at Maracaibo when
burnt
down
in 2006.
randomitdraw
for blue
ribbon
Following
that
and $50
gifttraumatic
certificate.event, fire
prevention has been top of mind.
TheirGocurrent
home.org
in Channel
to www.ssifi
Ridge for
includes
a cistern
information
and rulesbuilt into
PHOTOS BY ANDRIA SCANLAN
the patio that collects and holds
16,000 gallons of water off the Left: Andria Scanlan, right, with her daughter Zoë at their Salt Spring Market stall in 2018.
Right: Succulents varieties that tolerate drought and grow outside year-round.
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We’re having a

F UN FA IR not a FALL FA IR!

Email a photo of yourself with your exhibit to
ssifallfair@shaw.ca before Sept 1.
HORTICULTURE ENTRIES • With the gardens growing out of control this year,
you have many chances to enter photos of your
spectacular vegetables,
fruits and owers.
Winners determined by
random draw for blue ribbon
and $50 gift certificate.
Go to www.ssifi.org
for information and rules
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We’re having a

F UN FA IR not a FALL FA IR!

Email a photo of yourself with your exhibit to
ssifallfair@shaw.ca before Sept 1.

• With time on your hands the last months you have
done many pro ects, so enter a photo of yourself with
your work! (Sewing, knitting, weaving, spinning,
basketry etc.
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OUR COMMUNITY HEALTH

Everyone understands that the COVID-19 pandemic is taking
a toll on people’s mental health. Mental Health First Aid
training is the most efficient way to help us all weather this
crisis and become a more resilient community overall.

Mental Health First Aid Courses - August
FREE and subsidized seats
Understand signs/symptoms/risk factors –
Increase confidence to talk to co-workers/
family/friends – Learn when & how to
intervene – Improve personal mental health
– Reduce stigma/misunderstanding.
For more information and to register, go to:
saltspringcommunityhealth.ca/upcoming-events
Recruiting Salt Spring Resident(s) to become
certified Mental Health First Aid Instructor(s)
this Fall
Courses, travel and accommodation
expenses covered. Applicants must be able
to combine knowledge of mental health
problems and supports and be able to
effectively engage groups of adult learners.
For more information and to apply, go to:
saltspringcommunityhealth.ca/getting-involved

saltspringcommunityhealth.ca
1/6 - 5c x 4.8”

Funding for all training
generously provided by
• Salt Spring Island
Foundation - COVID-19
Emergency Preparedness
and Relief Fund
• Government of Canada Emergency Community
Support Fund
• Capital Regional District –
Grant-In-Aid
More Mental Health First Aid
courses possible with additional
donations or sponsorships
Contact Martha:

info@saltspringhealth.ca
250-931-2413

roof, and the gardens are almost entirely
based on succulents, with some raised
beds for vegetables.
“Our last garden was magnificent, but
come June I couldn’t water it. So now I
don’t have to water any of this,” Scanlan
said. “We just can’t do the old Victorian
cottage garden.”
Scanlan notes succulents never need
mowing and their dense growth smothers potential weeds. The minimal time
needed for their care suits a busy lifestyle: Scanlan works full-time for the
school district and Clarke is usually away
working for much of the year.
Some succulents need to be sheltered
during the winter, but others can be used
for year-round outdoor gardening. Scanlan has many varieties that are native to
the Pacific northwest and are frost-tolerant. There are over 400 varieties of Sempervivum alone that can be grown locally outdoors. Other favourites in Scanlan’s
garden are ice plants (Delosperma) and
varieties of Sedum — a large genus of
flowering plants commonly called stonecrops. Plants can vary from annuals and
creeping herbs to shrubs.
“The genus has 475 to 600 separate
species we can grow here in the northern
hemisphere,” Scanlan said. “With a little
planning you can have flowers straight
from early March through late Novem-

ber, just with the Sedum. They come in
a lot of different colours, and when they
get stressed out they just deepen the
hues.”
Sedum is used as a food plant by many
species of butterfly and attracts nectarfeeding insects of all kinds. In addition
to the thousands of bees that come to
feed at Scanlan’s home, the flowers also
attract hover flies, a beneficial insect
that feeds on aphids. Sedum plants are
also edible to humans, and were traditionally used by some coastal First
Nations.
The sheer number of different types
of succulents means exciting combinations are possible. Gardens with geometric designs or large swaths of dramatic
effect can be created using plants with
different colours and texture. The tall
herbaceous Sedum species can grow to
be a metre high.
While Scanlan has sold planter collections at craft and farmers markets under
her Salish Sea Succulents brand, she’s
put that part of her practice on hold for
now due to the pandemic. She is offering
several workshops outdoors this summer,
which began on July 18 and provide for
physical distancing. Email andria.scanlan@gmail.com for more information,
or visit her Salish Sea Succulents page on
Facebook.

