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RED AND WHITE FAIRWAY: Members of the Salt Spring Golf and Country Club’s ladies group pose last Thursday during their annual Canada Day colours
event on the course — separate, but together. Happy Canada Day, everyone!
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Market opening plan uncertain
Thursday-Friday plan floated by Parks and Rec
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Plans to reopen Salt Spring’s Market
in the Park sometime in July have hit a
snag, with the departure of long-time
coordinator Rob Pingle leaving a crucial
role open.
Salt Spring Parks and Recreation manager
Dan Ovington reported Monday that Pingle
would be moving on to a new on-island
opportunity after 12 years of managing the
market for the Capital Regional District.
“We want to thank Rob for all the hard
work he’s done over the years working
closely with the CRD, with our vendors
and our visitors, and all our stakeholders
in the downtown core,” Ovington said.
Pingle was not available for comment
prior to the Driftwood’s press deadline.
The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission decided only last Tuesday
to bring a limited version of the market
back to Centennial Park, with start-up

hopefully in mid July. Ovington said PARC
will now have to post an expression of
interest for the coordinator position and
then go through the hiring and training
process, which could push back the opening date.
Parks staff surveyed market vendors
earlier this month to see whether there
was enough interest to consider reopening after provincial health orders changed
to allow crafts and other goods to be sold
at markets along with farmers’ produce.
Vendors were also asked whether they
would support moving to another location outside of Centennial Park and if
they would support a different market
day than Saturday.
Based on those responses, staff recommended the market stay in its usual
venue, but found Centennial Park was not
large enough to implement safe distancing controls with full vendor capacity. A
two-day operation with a maximum 50

vendors per day was recommended to
take place on Thursdays and Fridays at
first.
Vendors demonstrated a marked preference for the original day of Saturday in
the consultation period.
“The market has to stay on Saturday,”
market vendor and advisory committee
member Bree Eagle stated in an email.
“We rely on tourists. They account for
the vast majority of sales. Without them,
there’s no reason to hold the market at
all.”
C o m m i s s i o n e r s a n d s t a ff s a i d t h e y
would like to see the market eventually
return to Saturdays as well. The days and
mode of operation could change depending on how the community reacts and
how the COVID-19 situation changes over
the summer. To begin, though, the group
wants to see how the test model works.

MARKET continued on 3

THRIFT STORE - TEST REOPENING
This Thursday, Friday and Saturday
Noon-4pm

Must wear facemask and admission is limited.
Please see posted notice on the door for Covid rules.
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Practise Your
Physical Distancing

SD64 commits to anti-racism work

Leave 2 metres (6 feet) of space
between yourself and other people!

Ad hoc committee terms
to be ready in September

change things, and that we ensure that
the methodical approach focuses on the
system, and not on individuals,” Pingle
said after discussion with the board. “If
the system doesn’t change, we can’t provide the best path forward. And I think
we all agree the system needs to change.
We’ve seen great leadership in this district
and provincially on Indigenous improvements, and I think we can do the same for
our Black students and people of colour.”
Board members identified district
superintendent Scott Benwell as an asset
for this work; Benwell previously served as
the Ministry of Education’s field liaison for
aboriginal education and oversaw significant improvements to student learning as
superintendent of the Vancouver Island
North School District.

many others had different experiences.
People working on anti-racism in the
community say the district will also need
to look at the ways it reinforces power
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
structures and limits opportunities for
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
participation by people of colour. That
The Gulf Islands Board of Education
includes policy around criminal record
reaffirmed its commitment to addresschecks for volunteers. Direct interactions
ing racism within the school district and
between police and both Black and Indigvoiced willingness to advocate for change
enous men are known to be dangerous
on the provincial level during a special
for the civilians, so a means of proving
Single Use Plastic
meeting held on June 24.
identity other than fingerprinting at the
Elimination
“I think we have a moment to take a
station needs to be accepted.
and Recycling
breath. I know we’ve been in our comRacism doesn’t only affect students and
munities listening, and I really am just
their families. Administrative assistant
seeking to ensure the trustees all have
Tania Aguila is one of the employees callSANDWICH BAGS
the opportunity to share what they are
ing for change, noting she has experiThe convenience of using zip lock and other
feeling and hearing about this huge issue,
enced discrimination in the workplace.
and ensure our staff go forward with the
She was part of the CUPE local’s delegaplastic bags for sandwiches and snacks
work we sent to them,” said school board
tion to the June 20 BIPOC protest.
has become a normal practice in many
chair Rob Pingle.
“I shouldn’t have to justify my accent,”
households. These bags look like jellyfish
The discussion followed up on a motion
said Aguila, who speaks English as her
to marine animals like turtles and whales,
“The worst part of this is that second language. “The worst part of this
to establish the terms of reference for an
so they commonly ingest them.
ad hoc anti-racism committee, which was
is that it is so institutionalized that people
it is so institutionalized that
approved
at
the
regular
board
meeting
don’t even realize they are discriminating,
What you can do:
on June 10. Galiano trustee Shelley Lawand others tend to think that it is okay,
people
don’t
even
realize
Use reusable containers for packing lunches
son initiated the committee in response
and it is not okay.”
and picnic food. Invest a little bit of money
to specific concerns raised by parents and
People of colour say it’s important to
they
are
discriminating,
and
up front in washable containers and you’ll
students about racist language used at
move away from thinking of “racist” as a
save a lot in the long run, and save wildlife
Gulf Islands Secondary School. Parents
others tend to think that it is pejorative and instead accept that it accuwith children of colour in the district say
rately describes a social system. Getting
while you’re at it.
racist behaviour in local schools is not new,
to the roots of systemic racism, how and
okay, and it is not okay.”
however, and so far it has never been
why it was created to benefit a class of
TANIA AGUILA
properly acknowledged or addressed.
white elites, and bringing to light to the
Paul supports this
SD64 employee
Pingle explained the ad hoc committee
historic achievements of people of colour
was back on the agenda at the June 24
will require a major educational overhaul.
meeting because the previous meeting
In the shorter term, professional develop______________
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News
briefs
Man rescued
in harbour

A 38-year-old male was rescued by a bystander after falling into the water at the Ganges Marina dock on June 24 at
about noon.
Salt Spring RCMP Corp. Matthew Crist said a medical incident likely contributed to the
man ending up in the water,
where a 72-year-old witness
rushed to his aid and performed a rescue.
Other bystanders and boaters in the area assisted with
pulling the male to safety, said
Crist.
“We would especially like
to recognize the 72-year-old
male for his quick and heroic action, as well as all those
who rendered assistance,” said
Crist. “By all accounts a life was
saved.”

Pool reopens
Monday

The Rainbow Road Aquatic
Centre is scheduled to open on
Monday, July 6 with measures
for COVID-19 spacing and safety in place.
The number of spaces available for lap swimming and
Aquafit will be limited. The
pool will also be operating
with reduced hours and the
hot tub will be unavailable.
Pre-registration will now be
required.
Because the reduced availability will make it difficult for
people to take full advantage
of annual passes, Salt Spring
Parks and Rec has refunded
the unused portions of paid-up
time on passes to an account
credit. Patrons can use this
account credit to purchase a
punch-pass or, if desired, contact 250-537-1402 for a refund.
Pool users are encouraged
to access the www.ssiparc.ca
website to create an online
account if they don’t already
have one, and to obtain the
latest schedule information
and pre-register for lap swimming or Aquafit.
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Tree cutting error prompts policy
Duck Creek and
Mouat park work
alarms users
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Parks and Recreation staff will be creating a new policy around tree
removal in Capital Regional
District properties after work
took place without the proper
professional guidance earlier
this month.
Island residents reported
feeling concerned about seeing multiple trees felled in
Mouat and Duck Creek parks.
Timber from the latter operation, which included 29 trees
that were topped or taken
down completely, was seen to
be impeding water flow in the
creek.
“Right away when I saw that
I wondered who they talked to
in Fisheries [and Oceans Canada] and did they have a riparian plan,” said Cathy Lenihan,
who has led educational programming for the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy.
Parks and recreation manager Dan Ovington reported
staff work with an arborist to
assess dangerous trees each
spring and complete park
maintenance work. All such
work near creeks is supposed
to be done in consultation
with the Island Stream and
Salmon Enhancement Society,
but the society was only told
about the 2020 tree cutting
after the fact. Ovington said
that was a mis-step.
“While safety of our visitors
is our top priority we need to
work with a qualified riparian professional when working in riparian zones,” Ovington said, adding the new
policy will ensure there are
clear guidelines for working
in sensitive ecosystems in the
future.
Kathy Reimer, the biologist who heads the salmon
e n h a n c e m e n t s o c i e t y, s a i d
riparian regulations were
upgraded last year. All qualified riparian professionals
were required to upgrade
to the new standards at that

time, and she said not many
people on Salt Spring aside
from herself have those qualifications. Tree-cutting took
place well within the riparian
zone.
“I enjoy working with the
CRD. I did three projects for
them on Pender last year. But
I had no clue this was happening right near my home,”
Reimer said.
Reimer explained that
according to the Fisheries Act,
the window for such work is
from July 1 to the end of September. The riparian regulation also requires that trees
near creeks are topped, not
taken down completely.
“The creek is now full of
salmon and trout fry and
there must be measures in
place to ensure there are no
further impacts to them,”
Reimer said.
While PARC said no bird
nests were detected in the
trees cut down at Duck Creek
Park, Reimer noted because
of the migratory bird legislation, tree cutting was not permitted until after July 31 at
one of a consulting projects
she did on Pender.
Without access to the
arborist’s report, concerned
residents have been baffled
by some of the decisions for
tree removal. Rot is clearly
visible in some of the downed
trunks and stumps, but others
appear perfectly healthy —
including a massive hemlock
in Mouat Park that is estimated to be around 250 years old
and was still bearing fresh
needles and cones.
Reimer believes PARC should
be more transparent about
the work they are doing in
parks, which are managed by
the CRD but she says actually
belong to the community.
“We’ve got all these bright
people on the island who
care,” Reimer said. “I’d like to
see some improvement in the
public consultation process.”
She suggests reviving
Friends of Salt Spring Parks,
which was an umbrella group
representing multiple community organizations and
active during the Burgoyne
Bay parkland acquisition.

PARC takes ‘cautious’ approach
MARKET
continued from 1
“I think it’s very important to proceed
cautiously to protect our community,” said
PARC chair Sonja Collombin. “Everyone
who lives in the community is going to be
affected by this decision.”
Salt Spring Capital Regional District
director Gary Holman said that even
though vendors would prefer the Saturday
date, he did not believe the rest of the
community feels the same way. He spoke
against a suggestion from staff to refer the
matter back to the market advisory group
for comment.
“The policy directive is still ‘proceed with

caution.’ That’s the advice we’re getting
from the provincial health officer,” Holman said.
In addition to the hiring process, Ovington said parks staff will need to develop a
safety plan based on WorkSafeBC guidelines and it will need to be approved by
the CRD’s operational health and safety
department. Parks staff also hope to work
with the Ganges Alley owners on sharing
parking lot space on days outside their
regular Saturday agreement.
Ovington said Monday the feedback he’s
received from vendors since PARC made its
decision has been largely positive. Anyone
who would like to provide an official comment should email ssiparc@crd.bc.ca.

Photos by elizabeth nolan

From top, Cathy Lenihan with the stump of a large hemlock taken down
at Mouat Park; examples of standing dead trees at the park that are being
used by wildlife.
That way, not just one or two
people would be contributing
to important decisions, she
said.
The practice of taking down
entire trees is another concern. Lenihan observed wild-

life makes use of rotting
trees and natural decay is an
important part of the forest’s
regenerative cycle. Ovington
said the draft tree removal
policy will include information on wildlife trees.

Anniversary Sale at

Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Point Sq 250-537-1299 • gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

25%

off all wood mouldings
for the month of July!

• open monday-friday 10-4pm
• welcoming 1 person/party at a time
• please call for appointments when possible.
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Seeking
balance

A

s Salt Spring joins the
rest of the province in
tentatively “opening
up,” what to do with
the Saturday market brings
conflicting views into focus.

Last Tuesday the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission announced it will try organizing a
market that would be limited to a maximum of 50
vendors but be held on Thursdays and Fridays rather
than on Saturday. The logic is that holding the market on Saturday would attract too many visitors,
which would make the general community uncomfortable due to an increased risk in transmission of
the coronavirus. Few vendors responding to a survey
wanted the market on different days, and they note
that a market without many tourists is not worth the
trouble. The question arises from this scenario: Who
is the market really for, or
mostly designed to benefit? While the Capital
Market in the
Regional District benefits
by collecting vendor fees,
park
that income is somewhat
offset by increased park
maintenance and market management costs.
Some tourism
Residents who purchase
needed for it to items from the market
and especially fresh farm
work
produce like the market.
Tourists obviously enjoy
the experience. Other merchants benefit if visitors
come to the island specifically for the market and
end up spending money elsewhere too.
But the vendors clearly benefit the most. Conversely, they also have the most to lose if a ThursdayFriday experiment is not successful. Beyond time
spent on making products, so much work goes into
market set-up and take-down, and those CRD fees
must be paid regardless of sales made that day.
Ultimately it’s the vendors who will determine and
decide if shifting from the Saturday norm this year
makes any sense at all.
For some people whose livelihoods do not rely on
visitors, no tourism may be the only kind of good
tourism this year. But shutting down the island is
not realistic. We need to find some kind of balance,
which PARC is trying to do with the market example.
Island residents need to adjust — as we do every
summer anyway — and up our individual safety game
with increased precautions of hand-washing, sanitizing and mask use. As islander Neva Hohn suggests in
this week’s paper, some kind of prominent signage
reminding visitors that all possible COVID-19 safety
precautions should be taken is also a good idea.
And through it all, we must heed Dr. Bonnie Henry’s mantra to “Be calm, be kind, be safe.”
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REVERSE BELOW

Creating
something better
Head
head
BY SHARYN CARROLL

We have had two rallies for Black, Indigenous,
people of colour (BIPOC)
in Ganges. This movement
has brought out the richness that ties our community together.
I see allies showing up to
help educate themselves
and each other, helping
with logistics and inviting
each other into discussions around equity. People are beginning to see
the connection between
racism and the climate
crisis, which is at the very
heart of this issue. Black
and brown bodies pay the
heaviest price not just in
the developing world but
also in our world, which
tends to have brown
people inhabiting places
where there is no clean
drinking water; ancestral hunting grounds are
destroyed in the name of
“progress;” lakes and rivers are full of toxic waste,
and polluted air is causing illness in adults and
children alike. The BLM
struggle is also connected
to housing insecurity, food
insecurity, LGBTQ2S rights,
mental health, violence
and safety.
Of course there will
always be people who
resist. Resistance may take
many forms. Some of it
will be subtle. It may show

VIEWPOINT

up as nostalgia for raceinsensitive branding, and
some of us may feel defensive when we are being
called out.
Other times it is going to
be more direct: doubling
down and retreating into
defensive aggression, hate
mail and making threats
of bodily harm or worse.
This is what is occurring
here on Salt Spring right
now.

Every threat we
receive is reported
to the RCMP and
we are working
closely with them
to ensure that all
threats are taken
seriously.
Those of us who are
working hard, within the
movement, to create positive change in our community, while sometimes
letting family life and
work responsibilities slide,
are now having to think

a little harder about our
own safety.
Of course micro-aggressions and the constant
teaching of non-POC
can be frustrating and
take up a lot of time but
nothing can compare to
the threats of physical
harm we are receiving
on social media. Is it seeing images of protesters
being beaten in the U.S.
that is perceived as giving
licence to this behaviour?
Every threat we receive
is reported to the RCMP
and we are working closely with them to ensure
that all threats are taken
seriously. We will not be
intimidated nor distracted
from our struggle.
The many different
movements fighting
against social injustices
in our society seem to be
coalescing behind Black
Lives Matter right now.
Let’s hope we all emerge
from this tsunami of activism and consciousnessraising to find that, even
though the landscape is
somewhat different, we
all know we can depend
on each other to create
something better, for
everyone.
This writer has lived on
Salt Spring for 19 years and
is a feminist activist and
community organizer.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you support the
Thursday-Friday
market idea?
Yes

Do you wear a mask
to the grocery
store?

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.

152 170

NO YES

>
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OPINION
SALT
SPRING

SAYS

WE ASKED: For Canada Day, is

there something you would change
to make the country even better?
BRETT GADKE
We have
beautiful
nature and I
live in a really
beautiful spot,
so for me it’s
“Thank you,
Canada.”

CHERYL FRASER
I’m going to
say no; we’re
doing pretty
good.

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

LETTERS to the editor
Assess bylaw
Maxine Leichter’s June 17
letter urging abandonment of
proposed TUP Bylaw 471 contains an implicit assumption
that needs to be identified and
justified before its conclusions
can be assessed.
The argument advanced
against the bylaw is that
although affordable housing is
an acknowledged and urgent
need on the island, increasing
density (the only way to make
more affordable housing available) must be achieved with no
disturbance of current or even
contemplated future use of
water by incumbent property
owners. This would confer a
significant privilege on incumbent landowners in the name
of protecting water as a scarce
resource.
There are many ways to
allocate the use of a scarce
resource such as water. First
come, first served, as proposed,
is certainly one. Indeed, that
is generally how water rights
were historically granted at
the subscription level as the

province was developed. However, it has not been uniformly
used at the distribution level by
water utilities and has generally been rejected as an appropriate approach for most essential services throughout North
America. There is good reason
for that.
At the distribution level,
water use policies should promote efficient use of water so
that as many people as possible can benefit from its use;
be fair in the sense that like
uses are treated similarly; and
be predictable so people can
arrange their affairs with some
reasonable expectation of how
issues will be resolved in future.
Where water is scarce, a rationing system can be introduced
either through pricing or by a
set of consumptive limits applicable to all. A system which
provides unlimited use for
the few lucky enough to have
arrived first at the expense of
the basic needs of the many
who come later is unlikely to
meet those objectives.
Water shortage on Salt
Spring is a real issue. So is the

“We rely on tourists. They account for the
vast majority of sales. Without them, there’s
no reason to hold the market at all.”
BREE EAGLE, MARKET VENDOR
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

shortage of affordable housing. Reconciling these sometimes competing pressures will
require a nuanced approach to
zoning, water use, pricing and
other community needs. Bylaw
471 should be assessed on the
basis of how it fits into that
approach rather than from the
single lens of water use.

CHRIS SANDERSON,
SALT SPRING

Croftonbrook
issues
With regards to sites #2 and
3 at Croftonbrook, there are
some serious issues. Allowing
the project to start at all was
irresponsible.
What we now have is an accident waiting to happen. The
reality is that Corbett Road is
narrow, there are no sidewalks
and we now have heavy traffic
and will do so for the next two
years. Most of the folks that live
in the area in Croftonbrook,
Roscommon and Cottonwood
Close are seniors and some of

them use walkers. Also with the
increase of the population in
the area with these projects it
only makes matters worse. Now
we have an unhealthy situation
about to become more dangerous.
On top of that the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee is now
about to consider changes in
bylaws affecting the construction of site #3, which include a)
allowing a three-storey building instead of two storeys; b)
increasing the height of the
building from 7.6 meters to
9.5 meters; c) decreasing the
setback to a water body from
15 to 10 metres; and d) removing a restriction on minimum
floor height above the natural
boundary of a waterbody.
Before any approvals to
the construction of site #3
are made, access to the area
must be improved, including
the road width and a sidewalk.
Get it together folks, lives may
depend on it.

CLIFF JONES,
GANGES

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Walking in circles a physical metphor for the times

CLIFF KNOX
I’m a
transplanted
American. I’m
glad I’m not
there.

SANDY ST. PIERRE
I think we
need to
support
mothers and
childcare
should be
the common
denominator.

NIKOLAS LAMY
Electoral
reforms to
change firstpast-the-post
system, which
hasn’t been very
representative
of the Canada
we want to be.

Those regular readers of this column
(Oh, come on! There must be at least one
out there) will know that Before Corona
(1BC) I regularly submitted myself to the
ministrations of the Blessed Brenda down
at the swimming pool where I would
cavort to Abba and Elvis with an assortment of other indifferently shaped bodies in a fanciful attempt to get fit. A bit
fit. Or less unfit.
Needless to say the dumb-ass virus put
paid to that and the Rainbow Road recreation centre shut its doors, lifted its
duck boards and most likely drained the
pool so that I was obliged to put away my
rubber shoes and outsized bathing shorts
and go unexercised. Not that I blame the
pool manager Zach and his splendid team
of young merfolk. To be brutally honest,
most of us in Brenda’s 9:30 a.m. Aquafit
class are bona fide endangered citizens
given our ages, varying decrepitudes and
near-zero ratings on the coronavirus survival index. Personally, I am never more
than a hand-crafted face mask away from
becoming an unhappy statistic.
So that was that and I was left outside
of the pool floundering like a stunned
mullet, faced with the miserable prospect
of exercising in the full gravity of dry land
with none of the buoyancy of water to
make it feel like I actually weighed less
than a removal truck. But what’s a man
to do when he’s spent a lifetime avoiding anything more energetic than rolling
a cigarette or adding extra cream to his
coffee but knows that unless he takes
some exercise he is destined for a mobility
scooter and a giant coffin?
I do own a bike, which is like Donald
Trump owning a book, something to be
looked at and even admired without ever
putting it to good use. It’s actually a rather
splendid bike once you get beyond the
cobwebs and layers of dust and it rests

Paul McElroy
+ ANOTHER

THING
in my garage along with the golf clubs
and other sporting monuments to good
intention and weak will. I think the lawn
darts have had an occasional outing and
the swing ball comes out when my grandchildren need something to occupy them
between fights and feeding frenzies.
Everything else — the squash racquets,
ice skates (really!), basketball, badminton nets and shuttlecocks — remain on
their shelves like exhibits in a depressing,
unloved museum of sport.
But needs must when the devil drives
(another one of those entirely incomprehensible aphorisms my mum would level
at us when we were boys) so I pumped
up the tires, dusted off the saddle and
loaded the bike into the back of the car
before heading out to the only flat stretch
of road I could find on the island. I regret
to tell you that my cycling excursion was
underwhelming and if I told you I rode
more than 100 metres I’d be lying. I tried,
but if the spirit was willing, the flesh was
weak. Especially the buttock flesh. With
parts of my body I’d forgotten I even
owned screaming for mercy I shoved the
bike back into the car and reassigned it to
its hook in the garage. So much for two
wheels.
Now I have taken up walking. Don’t get
me wrong, I’m no stranger to walking . . .
to the car, to the fridge, to the counter of
TJ Beans, even around Thrifty’s or Coun-

try Grocer without needing to lie down
half way through to recuperate, but this
time I’m neither strolling nor sauntering
but seriously walking around the track at
Portlock Park under the vigilant eye of my
Apple Watch. And let me tell you, there
is more fun to be had in a proctologist’s
waiting room than there is in walking in
circles. It’s a physical metaphor for the
lockdown, a mindless, mind-numbingly
dull excursion to nowhere. I don’t know
how beneficial it is (actually I do because
my watch is forever advising me that I’ve
allegedly walked off a cart load of calories. Hah! So how come I’m still pushing
XXXL then, Mr. Smarty Watch? If I’d shed
as many calories as the damned watch says
I have, I’d be virtually transparent. And
don’t tell me it has something to do with
my diet because . . . well, just don’t!)
But it is an almost perfect lockdown exercise because those few of us on the track
can spot the other walkers and runners
who are walking or running in single file
and avoid them like the plague (unfortunate simile, but it gets to the point) except
....
Look, I’m not much given to meaningless confrontation, but I’ve come across a
minor irritant that baffles me as much as
it annoys and it’s this. Why is there always
at least ONE person who insists on walking
around the track in the opposite direction
to everyone else? Do these same people
join checkout lines at the exit end? Drive
on the left? Beats me, but they presumably
read their Driftwood from back to front so
when they eventually reach this page, let
me offer them this small piece of advice.
Conform! You know it makes sense.
Editor’s note: Paul will be happy to
know that Rainbow Road pool will be
opening on a limited basis beginning
July 6.
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Send your letters,
viewpoints and
in-depth pieces to

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Program for Children and Youth
Experiencing Violence
250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#119-109 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.iwav.org

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

INFRASTRUCTURE

Roads 101 outlines responsibilities
ASK Salt Spring compiles
local information

for other services like road maintenance and
painting. Stay tuned . . . a deeper dive into
MoTI is coming soon.

By GAYLE BAKER
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

Maintenance
MoTI contracts all of our road maintenance to Emcon. Emcon managers have
been extremely proactive and seek information from us about maintenance concerns,
encouraging all to use their Road Hazard
Reporting Line (1-866-353-3136). They welcome all comments and promise that they
will not get so tired of us reporting issues
that they stop listening. They have responsibility for potholes, minor paving work,
annual sweeping, clearing vegetation along
the roads, and, in general, maintaining our
roads to a safe standard.

For slightly more than six months, islanders
have been gathering (recently on Zoom) on
Fridays for ASK Salt Spring - Neighbours Helping Neighbours Find Answers. There, everyone
gets an opportunity to ask questions as well as
participate in discussions about the issues that
mean the most to them. Some recurring themes
have emerged.
One predominant theme is concerns about
our roads. While many of these concerns have
been addressed by our new roads maintenance
contractor, Emcon, confusion about who does
what continues to abound. Hopefully, this will
clarify some questions.
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
MoTI receives money from us through our
provincially collected property taxes and is
responsible for our roads. These responsibilities include major repairs, like the slide
at Walker’s Hook; upgrades; major paving
projects, like the proposed repaving of Ganges Hill; changes to speed limits; the addition
of crosswalks; and ownership of the rights
of way along our roads. They also contract

Painting
Emcon has no responsibility for line painting.
That task is contracted to LaFrentz. The good
news is that Salt Spring is scheduled to welcome painting crews this summer. According
to Emcon, everything is ready for their arrival.
The bad news is that the painting contract
does not provide enough funding for all the
needed painting. Some communities contract
with LaFrentz to get markings that are beyond
the MoTI-funded level. This option is being
explored.

Locally
The CRD Salt Spring Transportation Commission has a mandate for coordinating with MoTI
on some aspects of our roads, such as traffic
calming, pathways and pedestrian safety. Commissioners welcome delegations to present concerns at their regular monthly meetings. To be a
delegation, please call 250-537-4448 to request a
form. Additionally, commissioners welcome letters and take follow-up seriously.
ASK Salt Spring has also become a place islanders bring roads concerns. If you have any concerns, please send them to asksaltspring@gmail.
com or join us on Fridays.
You
We also have some responsibilities for our
roads. Did you know that the culvert under your
driveway is your responsibility? (They should
have a diameter of 16 inches and be buried eight
inches.) While Emcon will occasionally clear a
driveway culvert, they will only do so when its
malfunction threatens our roads. As one ASK
Salt Spring guest noted, when Emcon spends its
time clearing our driveway culverts, they are not
doing the other work we need them to do.
When cars are parked along our narrow, residential roads, it is almost impossible to plow, fix
and clear them of encroaching vegetation. Neighbours need to work together to ensure their
roads are accessible if they want work to be done.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Business services program morphs
COVID-19 recovery viewed as top
concern by economic group
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Disagreement on how to deliver a $90,000 B.C.
Rural Dividend grant to support Gulf Islands businesses was settled at the Salt Spring Community
Economic Development Commission meeting on
Thursday with a resolution to use an existing organization rather than forming a new society as the
commission had intended.
The Capital Regional District commission received
$90,750 in 2019 to establish a non-profit co-operative that would provide shared services for Salt
Spring Island businesses, including a distribution hub
and labour force. The project came out of a feasibility study funded in an earlier Rural Dividend intake,
and was expanded to include the Southern Gulf
Islands for a more regional approach.
Commissioners were hoping to incorporate a new
society as the first step. Salt Spring CRD director Gary
Holman opposed that step, however, and argued
the program could be delivered by an existing organization. The commission eventually moved to seek
a proposal from the Rural Islands Economic Partnership — another organization the CEDC had a hand in
creating — to deliver that work.
“I do think the shared services model is worth pursuing . . . What I’m suggesting is can we pursue this
project, but using an existing entity,” Holman said.
CEDC chair Francine Carlin reported expert commission members had put in thousands of hours of
volunteer time developing the idea over the past
four years. Holman’s opposition to their recommendation was very upsetting, she said.
Carlin eventually made the motion to take the
director’s approach.
According to a 2018 feasibility study, local businesses’ top three needs were marketing and sales
resources, distribution and cost-sharing of shipping
costs, and access to workers. The commission determined the gap would be best filled with a body that
could offer business development services and create economies of scale through shared purchasing
power. Successful models in the Cariboo region and
in Washington state were examined.

BLACKPRESS: Gulf Island Driftwood

An early version of the plan developed by consulting firm Realize Strategies called for the hiring
of four full-time staff operating out of an office
in Ganges. The budget was estimated at $325,000
per year for the first three years of operations with
government grants to supply a large part of the
financing.
An update report by Realize Strategies dated
June 12 notes the original plan was modified significantly due to COVID-19 and other factors, and
the Rural Dividend grant was now viewed as best
directed to “support struggling local growers,
producers, crafters, artisans, health and wellness
providers and tradespeople as soon as possible.”
The revised budget assumes that most services
would be delivered indirectly through contracts
with independent specialists. Proposed staffing was
shifted to two part-time contractors working out of
a virtual office, with a revised budget of $70,000.
“These financial and staffing assumptions will
be tested and revised through the ongoing validation of the feasibility study and the development
of the business plan,” the report states, although
establishing the new society was named as the top
priority.
The fact the consultants had set aside creating
the business plan they were contracted to do, as
well as consultation to see who would be willing to
pay for the services, was a major problem identified
by Holman.
Holman raised the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce as one possibility for delivering the service.
Chamber executive director Jessica Harkema said
the board was willing to explore the idea to see if
it would be a good fit. Carlin did not support that
direction, though, observing the group’s mandate
is to support its members and not broader economic development. Commissioner Randy Cunningham
also noted the chamber had not taken up the
opportunity when the CEDC approached it earlier
in the process.
The Rural Islands Economic Partnership, which
has been identified as the best option aside from
a new co-op, is already delivering the Island Comeback program. This provides a central website
where people can purchase gift certificates for
shops or donate to organizations to support their
COVID-19 recovery efforts.
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NSSWD

Maxwell dam examined
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Birthday fireworks light the skies

Photo by Gail Sjuberg

Meeting around a collection of tables at Community Gospel Chapel on June 25 are, clockwise from
bottom right, NSSWD board chair Michael McAllister, trustees Gary Gagne, Sandra Ungerson,
Chris Dixon and Les Howell, acting operations manager Ron Stepaniuk, acting district manager
Meghan McKee and office manager Tammy Lannan. One member of the public attended.

Engineering firm also
addresses Maxwell
treatment plant options
BY GAIL SJUBERG
Driftwood editor

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District
is creating a Maxwell Lake dam emergency
plan and other materials in response to provincial government directives.
NSSWD acting operations manager Ron
Stepaniuk explained that the dam itself is in
good shape, but a formal review of the dam
and downstream area by Thurber Geotechnical Engineers has boosted its “consequence
rating” from low to high.
“The reasons for the increased rating are
the potential for loss of a community water
supply and risk of loss of life and property
should there be a catastrophic failure,” he
stated in a staff report. “The increased consequence rating triggers the need for additional
monitoring and reporting.”
Trustees approved the required $12,528.59
expenditures for the report, an emergency
plan and an operations, maintenance and
surveillance manual.
The Thurber report said NSSWD staff should
conduct visits to the dam at least once a week
and maintain a logbook summarizing inspection observations.

Treatment plant

Trustees also got the lowdown on Maxwell Lake treatment plant upgrades from an
in-person presentation by Kerr Wood Leidal
personnel.
Irfan Gehlen, who leads the company’s
water supply and treatment sector, outlined
the nature and estimated costs of three technologies detailed in a KWL feasibility study.
The construction cost of the dissolved air
flotation plant would be close to $6 million,
including design engineering and construction contract administration expenses, com-

pared to $7.8 million for an ozone and slow
sand filtration plant and $7.5 million for a
plant that uses ceramic ultra filtration technology. A 30 per cent contingency is added to
those figures at the beginning of the process,
explained Gehlen. The 25-year life-cycle cost
is also a critical consideration, he said.
At the previous month’s meeting, trustees
had asked that “alternate technologies” be
considered when a request for proposals goes
out.
Gehlen recommended against that practice.
“Spending money doing preliminary design
on more than one option is a waste of money,”
he said. “If you have questions at a feasibility
level, and you want to spend more time and
money looking at other options, then the
time to do it is at the feasibility level.”

Photos by David Borrowman

Canada Day fireworks in Ganges
may have been cancelled this
year due to COVID-19, but a
smaller private show took place
on Friday to mark longtime
islander Tim O’Connor’s 60th
birthday the previous day. Salt
Spring Fire Rescue personnel
agreed to handle the show
for O’Connor, who along with
partner John Dolman have been
key supporters of Canada Day
celebrations in Ganges.

Meeting in public

The June 25 meeting at Community Gospel Chapel was the first one held in public
since COVID-19 shut down regular public
activities. Trustees have met to conduct
business via teleconference since then. The
NSSWD office remains closed to the public
and a COVID-19 safety plan is in place to
protect workers.
Acting district manager Meghan McKee
said the NSSWD does not have extra workers
who are familiar with operating the various
water systems, or a mutual aid agreement
with any other organization that could provide them with qualified operators.
“We are taking extreme caution to keep
our staff safe because there really isn’t somebody else that could come to our aid.”

AGM

The NSSWD is proceeding with plans to
hold its 2020 annual general meeting and
trustee elections, which should have taken
place in April. One challenge is securing a
large-enough space to hold the meeting
while ensuring physical distancing can be
arranged. Approximately one month of public notice must be given before the AGM.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

The Annual General Meeting of Mid Island
Consumer Services Co-op will be held online
by way of Zoom Video Conference due to
Covid-19 health and safety requirements.

Huge pathway grant awarded

Date:

Thursday July 16th, 2020 at 6 pm

For Lower Ganges route

Register By:

Friday, June 12th, 2020

Register Here:

www.midislandcoop.com

Salt Spring has received a $490,000
Active Transportation Infrastructure Program grant to complete a portion of a new
pedestrian pathway between Central and
Booth Canal Road.
The provincial government announced
the grant for the Capital Regional District/
Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission project on June 24.
Work on the first part of the path — from
Portlock Park to Baker Road — is already
underway using Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission trail-building personnel. It is being funded by approximately

$200,000 in gas tax funds and a $100,000
Shaw Family Community Grant awarded in
2018 by the Salt Spring Island Foundation
to the Partners Creating Pathways group,
of which the SSITC is a member.
Salt Spring CRD director Gary Holman
said the Active Transportation funds will
be used to complete the “tricky bit” of
the route between Booth Canal and Baker
roads.
Salt Spring CRD senior manager Karla
Campbell said the CRD should be ready to
tender the project by the end of the year.
Once the work is complete, people will
be able to walk from Ganges village to
Central using an off-road trail.

Members on record date of April 27, 2020
will be eligible to vote
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Clean, green future encouraged

Here’s
My Card

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

After nearly four months away, the
British Columbia Legislative Assembly
will finally resume. MLAs will sit for
eight weeks through July and August.
British Columbia has been widely recognized for our collective handling of
the pandemic. Our public health professionals, civil service and politicians
have all been focussed on addressing
the emergency as best as possible. Our
response and the result have been
remarkable.
As we begin the economic recovery
there are critical choices that must be
made. Are we going to rebuild the
economy of the last century? Or, are we
going to build a cleaner, greener, more
resilient economy of the future?
With this key question in mind, the BC
Green Caucus has been working closely with the provincial government to
encourage them to invest in the latter.
We recognize the investments coming
out of the pandemic will set the direction for the coming decades. B.C. has
the opportunity to be a climate leader,
make strategic investments and build a
low-carbon, sustainable, just and inclusive economy for all. By committing to a
green recovery coming out of COVID-19
we have the opportunity to make this
change. We cannot afford to let it pass
us by.
I am committed to prioritizing a green
recovery on all fronts, and I will continue
to focus over the months ahead on promoting long-term, evidence-based policies that address the core issues facing
our province. We need to address the
inequalities and disparate impacts of

SAM ANDERSON

MORE LETTERS

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SPRING & SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to
stereos, tune up parts to mag wheel socket sets, pickup
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

APPLIANCE REPAIR
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
Licensed Refrigeration
Fully Insured & Security Screened
Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Vasili Skrivanos

License Home Inspector
CPBC license number 78827

Call or Text 250 812 5335
vasili@maxinspection.ca
maximumhomeinspections.ca
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328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
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#1 AD

Adam Olsen
MLA’S

REPORT
COVID-19 on women, minority groups,
low-paid workers and marginalized
communities, and make sure that ensuing policies will support them in this
health and economic crisis.
We have provided the BC NDP government with a comprehensive list of
specific policies that we are advocating
for as part of a green recovery. These
will be the central feature of the BC
Green Caucus work this summer.
In summary, they include:
• Using CleanBC as a guiding strategy for B.C.’s economic recovery, with
a focus on recovery policies that help
us reach legislated emission reduction
targets;
• Prioritizing economic stimulus initiatives that advance the implementation
of DRIPA and address the structural elements that limit Indigenous self determination;
• Strengthening made-in-B.C. supply
chains, to create more jobs in B.C. and
make our economy more resilient to
future shocks;
• Creating immediate employment
opportunities across B.C., especially for
young people, through environmental

ROTATE DONE
FOR junly 01
top goes to
bottom all
moves up

continued from 5

Who’s in
charge?
Tourist season is upon us.
On Saturday I was in town
dodging tight-knit groups of
disoriented off-islanders, and
there was not a mask in sight.
Standing in line for Thrifty’s
I was jostled to hurry up from
impatient tourists, something I
have never experienced since
this pandemic started. I look
in vain for signs that tell newcomers what the protocol is
and find no signs (except the
months-old one at the Ganges fire hall); not in the park,
not in parking lots, not around
stores or on paths.
Do we even have a public
health officer making policy
about “opening up” in Ganges? Who’s in charge here? Or
is it just Salt Spring as usual:
you pays yer money and takes
yer chances?

Neva Hohn,
Cusheon Lake

Popularity
contest
I live in an area zoned for
homes and don’t mind the
occasional bursts of concert
noise and heavy car traffic
here above Fulford Harbour
where the sound travels all the
way up and down its length.
Sure it’s understandable
why a private group wants

to host a concert series, but
where zoning/land-use regulations give exceptions those
must be fair and based on wise
policy.
The flood of letters from
summer concert fans is no
basis for approving the proposed PitchFork Social use
at The Cottages. Instead, it
threatens the neighbours’
quiet enjoyment of residential
use, along with their fraught
water supply.
Zoning exceptions are not
supposed to boil down to a
popularity contest.

Dennis Lucarelli,
Fulford

Restrictions
offend
Not so long ago, Salt Spring
Island woke to the sounds of
loaded logging trucks rumbling down from Mount Maxwell.
The community was galvanized. Women shed their
clothes for a calendar, grandmothers chained themselves
to logging trucks, people
young and old lay down in the
road and the community as
a whole found a way to purchase and preserve the land
surrounding Maxwell Lake.
Although the NSSWD contribution was negligible, as
soon as the property was purchased they began to rule with
an iron fist. First signs went
up and we could no longer
swim in the only real locals’
lake on the island. Well, okay I

remediation projects, tree planting and
rewilding projects;
• Increasing social supports like mental health programs and affordable
housing in conjunction with safe supply
to protect the most vulnerable in our
society;
• Using Genuine Progress Indicators
to measure our progress to building a
healthier economy, instead of continuing to rely on GDP growth as the primary metric;
• Using the Emerging Economy Task
Force and Innovation Commissioner
reports as roadmaps to harness innovation across all sectors of B.C.’s economy
so we remain competitive and provide a
high quality of life;
• Creating a truly sustainable forestry
industry that emphasizes value-added
manufacturing and does not rely on
logging the last remaining old growth
to be viable;
• Ensuring that any “shovel ready”
projects that receive funding are also
“shovel worthy” projects;
• Supporting worker transition with
programs and skills that would have
long-term applicability, and redistribute
jobs across B.C.;
• Ending fossil fuel subsidies and
instead investing into strategic sectors
with long-term sustainable growth
potential.
Please visit my website at http://
adamolsenmla.ca/mla-column-greenrecovery/ to learn more. If you have any
questions or comments, do not hesitate
to contact my office at Adam.Olsen.
MLA@leg.bc.ca or 250-655-5600.

guess. Then a fence and more
signs threatening prosecution
for even walking around the
lake appeared. Really! You can
swim, boat, build your house
on and wash your dog in every
lake that supplies community
water on Salt Spring, but the
people who fought and paid
for the lake would be prosecuted for walking around it!
Next, the old logging roads
across the road from the
lake saw signs that all activities including hiking would
be prosecuted. Although this
clearcut might technically be
in the watershed, the very
idea that walking on these old
roads would impact the lake is
ludicrous if not geographically
impossible. If the area is so sensitive, what was the rationale
for bringing in heavy machinery, repairing the road and
chainsawing the deadfall? The
only apparent reason was to
create vehicle access to pound
in more signs and in the process disturb the land far more
than the people who walk or
bike could do in 100 years!
It is clear that Salt Spring
Islanders who have already
made their contribution are
offended by these hamfisted
tactics.
Why should we trust the
veracity of NSSWD’s latest
plea? Why should Salt Spring
Islanders who have the good
fortune not to be tethered to
a NSSWD water line cooperate
when all we get in return is
the one-finger salute? Please
don’t insult me with the
wildfire argument. The land
in question is completely sur-

rounded by private and provincial land with uncontrolled
access, and hikers and bikers
don’t cause fires because we
live here.

Bob Elsea,
Dukes Road

Sing along
There’s something about a
song.
Since 2015, I’ve found it
interesting how, at Trump rallies, the loud speakers blare
out the famous old tune from
’68, sung by an angelic choir
and The Stones. “You can’t
always get what you want . .
. but you get what you need”
repeated and repeated again.
I wonder how Mick Jagger and Keith Richards feel as
they witness this use of their
great song? Maybe the Trump
organization has bought the
rights to use it? Maybe Mick
and Keith find it humorous or
ludicrous?
A more appropriate number for Donny could be a Frank
Sinatra song, which starts,
“And now the end is near
and so I face the final curtain
. . . .” The Southern District of
New York court could give the
encore in the new year with
an Elvis tune, Jailhouse Rock.
Now that could be the ticket. I’d sing along with that.

Peter Haase,
Salt Spring

Editor’s note: On June 28 it
was reported that The Rolling
Stones told Trump he would
face a lawsuit if he did not
stop using their song at his
rallies.

>
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PARC market idea sure to fail
BY TOBY FOUKS

Last week there appeared an item
in the online edition of the Driftwood about the likely return of our
“legendary” market sometime in
July. According to the article, the
PARC commission has decided to
separate vendors into Thursday or
Friday market days, limiting each
day to 50 vendors with choice of
day based on seniority. Further,
the days and mode of operation
could change “depending on how
the community reacts and how the
COVID-19 situation changes over
the summer, but a shift back to Saturday is the eventual goal.”
This plan was presented despite
the fact that in a recent survey
that half of a total of 250 vendors
responded to, only 22 of the 70 vendors who indicated they would like
to return to the market this season
would consider a day other than Saturday. That’s 11 vendors each day in
the two-day plan. And, it’s “consider,” not “prefer.” Granted, responding to an online survey is not a commitment, and many who did not
respond might actually want to take
part, but it does provide a general
idea of how people are thinking.
Some vendors are available only
on Saturdays because lives have been
organized around this being market
day. The commissioners might be
assuming that of the other vendors
who wish to vend on a Saturday
there will be some who will change
their minds and sign up for one of
those alternate days. A ceiling of
50 vendors a day is unlikely to be a
problem.
The image that comes to mind is
something that looks totally unlike
the “legendary” Salt Spring market.
And, because choice of day will be
by seniority, there will be no way to
provide variety of product. In fact,
merely organizing such an arrangement is going to be a giant headache.
Alvaro Sanchez, a long-time vendor and member of the Market Advisory Group, pointed out to the Commission that the majority of buyers
are visitors to the island, and Saturday is the day with which there
could be some hope for success. The
commission was apparently deaf to
this lone voice of experience and
good sense.
Salt Spring Capital Regional District director Gary Holman said that
even though vendors would prefer
the Saturday date, he did not believe
the rest of the community feels the
same way.
Mr. Holman appears to be forgetting that the community — whatever that means, but I suspect he

INDEPTH
means voters or people with loud
voices — has opinions but mostly no
serious vested interest. And what
does it matter what day people who
do not have to be at the market
would like it to take place when the
very people who will be there all
day are the ones we need to listen
to? Vendors are the part of the community that feels the greatest impact
of having a Saturday market or not
having one. The rest who do not
have to be in Ganges can stay home
as they generally do during the summer months.

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

Aside from the fact that
a skeletonized market
would not be appealing
either to vendors or
visitors, the issue of
If youdistancing
have information
social
is not on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
being
fully considered.
250-537-9933
or

+ ROSES

Rants
This morning I was happy to see
the song sparrow in my garden
gathering food for its babies in
the nest. This afternoon a cat came
into my garden and killed it. I’m
heartbroken to think of the little
ones starving to death, waiting
for the parent that never returns.
To people who own cats, please
keep them indoors during daylight
hours. They kill not only birds but
also snakes and shrews and other

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Ou r m a r ket has a wonder f ul
reputation because Salt Spring is
extremely fortunate to be home to
a very large number of people who
have the talent and skills to create
a wonderful array of objects and
goods and who wish to sell them
in an open-air market during the
warmer months. Their sole purpose
in being at the market is to sell product. For that they require buyers and
most buyers come from away.
A vendor doesn’t have a storefront
where the turn of a key means s/he’s
ready for business. A lot of effort
goes into producing, then loading,
unloading, setting up, spending all
day, taking down, re-loading, and
possibly unloading again at home.
Then product has to be created
before the following market day.
There has to be enough income from
sales to warrant all of this effort and
time.
Aside from the fact that a skeletonized market would not be
appealing either to vendors or visitors, the issue of social distancing is
not being fully considered. Vendors
can easily be six feet from each other
since frontage is already eight feet,
so the issue is not the placement
and distancing of vendors one from
another. It’s impossible for most
vendors to keep a social distance
from buyers. The risk to vendors is

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

from shoppers needing to see what’s
being sold, often wanting to touch
it, sometimes needing to try it on (if
it’s a ring for example), and wanting
to talk to the vendor. The majority
of visitors to the market, unless they
are looking for produce or occasionally a specific vendor, like to browse,
find things that catch the eye, and
chat with the person who has made
the item. The market is goodies for
the eye — all the colour and variety
is joyous. People love that about our
market.
The market is not about need,
it’s about appeal. It’s about seeing
interesting things, and thinking this
would be a great opportunity to
buy them. It’s about an enjoyable,
memorable experience that in future
years many wish to revisit.
Lurking in the corner is an elephant in the room: vendor fees. Seasonal vendors pay for a permit by the
end of February. These are people
with the most seniority. The cost for
2020 was a little over $218. Additionally, there is a frontage fee for
each Saturday the vendor is present
at the market. Vendors who do not
have a regular assigned spot but are
“day vendors” do not have to pay
the permit fee; they are charged for
frontage each day they are vendors.
Once seasonal vendors agree to
take part in this reduced market, there
will be a permit fee of some kind. As
it is, PARC now owes money to a lot
of seasonal vendors who paid $218. I
requested and received my permit fee
refund some time ago when I realized
that because of my age I would not be
willing to risk taking part were there
to be a market this summer. With no
market at all, PARC would have to
refund all that money. As it is, some
money will have to be returned to permit holders because of the shortened
period of operation. This may well be
a consideration for the commission.
What the commission is definitely
not considering at all is the welfare
and well-being of the very people
who make the market possible: the
vendors. The PARC group reminds me
of a politician talking about solutions
to COVID-19 while muzzling the scientists who actually know something.
We can aim for success, as Alvaro
points out we should — and even
then success will be tempered by the
COVID-19 situation — or we can aim
to reduce the PARC deficit slightly,
make it a waste of time for many
vendors who won’t think it worth
the time and effort, and provide our
visitors with a venue not much worth
visiting.

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

useful creatures, but not mice or
rats, because those come out at
night. Nancy Wigen

Roses

In these days of practising social
distancing, pedestrians are taking
up more space on our roads than
usual. A huge bouquet of the sweetest roses to the cyclists who give us a
pleasant heads up so we can move
out of their way. Not everyone is so
considerate; some are verbally abusive. Sharing the road isn’t just for
cars and bikes. Practising social kindness is always needed. Sam Keating
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Here’s
My Card
Duncan Realty

Sylvia
Vasquez

INDEPENDENTLY
OWNED AND OPERATED

Licensed Agent

250-221-1581

sylviavasquez@royallepage.ca
103-342 LOWER GANGES ROAD
SALT SPRING ISLAND V8K 2V3
“Proven honesty, integrity & quality customer service.”

Serving the Island
since 1975
101-2700 Beverly St.
Duncan, 250-746-4851
www.unitedfloors.ca
ucduncan@shaw.ca

• Area rugs
• Laminate
• Hardwood
• Vinyl
• Luxury vinyl
plank
• Carpet
• Ceramic
• Vinyl decking
• Window
coverings

Open
Mon-Fri
8:30 to 5,
Sat. 9-3

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,
• Affordable drop-off services • Large capacity machines

Streets of
Salt Spring Island
• Ask about pick-up service

OPEN: 10AM TO 7PM! CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
1606 Joan Ave., Crofton 250.324.2249
Collectibles • Eclectibles • Estates & More!
Come Snoop Around!

If y
on
ple
250
dw

The numbers don’t lie

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
corporate, estate)
INCLUDE:
•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business
Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road
250-537-9742

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

The writer is a long-time Saturday
market vendor.

ISISYOUR
WELL
WATER
SAFE SAFE
TO DRINK?
YOUR
WELL
WATER
TO DRINK?
Contamination
can can
occuroccur
without
Contamination
without
changes
in
colour
or
taste.
changes in colour or taste.
$50.50
per test
Results
in 24 hours
$25.00
per• test
• Results
in 24 hours
Be Safe
Test Annually!
Be •Safe
• Test Annually!

Salt Spring Ofﬁce

Kapa Kai Glass

TROY KAYE

250-653-4148

D.W. Salty is looking
for material for his DRIFTW
column,

IMMEDI

Streets
of
Please proof this ad carefu
If you have changes, please respond ASAP thu
Salt
Spring
If we do not receive a response b
Island Th

If you have
If you have information
information on any
on any of our streets,
of our streets,
please contact us at:
MB
LABS
MB
LABS
250-537-9933 or
please contact
4-2062
W. W.
2062 Henry
HenryAvenue
Avenue
Sidney,
B.C.
V8LV8L
1Y5 1Y5
656-1334 dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
Sidney,
B.C.
us at:656-1334
250-537-9933 or
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Classifieds

WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM • OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT:
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES:

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS:

Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify: Monday 1pm

3 line rate $16.75 additional lines $1.00 ea

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:

DISPLAY ADS:

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

$14.00 per col. inch

Obituaries

Coming Events

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

250-537-9933 HOROSCOPE

YOUR AD ON-LINE

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at

www.bcclassified.com

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online - open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or

bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. wil accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Obituaries

THIS WEEK’S

Celebrations

Celebrations

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com

TIP OF THE WEEK:

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

The epic Solar Eclipse that coincided with Summer Solstice just two weeks
ago now culminates as a Lunar Eclipse this weekend, July 4/5 depending
on your time zone. Generally, it occurs at 13 Capricorn 38, adding to the
already loaded Capricorn influence. The result of this will be to usher
in the next stage of events as the Moon, linked to the past, is eclipsed.
With Mercury still retrograde in Cancer until July 12, we can expect that
it will continue to manifest as complex emotional currents linked to racial
equality and justice.

BRD Mtg.

Jason Ramsey
Shortreed
With heavy hearts and
profound sadness, we announce
the passing of Jason Ramsey
Shortreed, at his home on Salt
Spring Island, BC on June 23rd,
2020, at the age of 58. He put up
“the good fight” with tenacity and
courage for many years.
He will be sadly missed by the love of his life Roberta
of 33 years and his loving daughter Sydney.
The much-loved son of James and Eleanor Shortreed
and son-in-law to Jean Mack of Guelph.
Jay was 5th in line of the “8 is enough” gang of
siblings. Jay will be forever remembered by his siblings
Debbie Easton (Don), Barbara (Art), Gregory (Jannie),
Bradley (Wendy), Odette Titone (Piero), Annette
(Ben) and Nicole (Craig) nieces and nephews, Stefania,
Alessandra, Brandon, Cameron, Alex and many aunts,
uncles, cousins and friends.
Jason was a dreamer, a man of action and an
impeccable mechanic. He dreamt of having his own
business and in 2000 bought property in Elora, built a
garage, and opened up Shortreed Auto Centre.
Over the years he earned a reputation of being a
fair, honest businessman offering exceptional service
to his loyal customers. His motto was to always treat
his customers like he would his family and his family
was always his number one priority. In 2013 they sold
the business, their home and the family moved west,
eventually finding the home and property of their
dreams on Salt Spring Island.
Jay loved life and lived it to the fullest with a passion
for Nascar, motorcycle road trips, camping, hiking, and
boating. He could fix anything you sent his way. He was
lighthearted, happy, kind spirited and a mischievous
joker. Always smiling and oh, those dimples. Most
importantly he always had time for everyone. Jason was
generous and selfless with a heart of gold.
A celebration of Jason’s life in Guelph with family
and friends will be held at a time to be announced at a
future date. The family extends sincere thanks to Lady
Minto Hospital and Salt Spring Island Health Centre
for their caring compassion and kindness.
Please honour Jason’s memory by doing a good deed
for someone today, tomorrow and embrace it daily
going forward.

Gordon & Sheila Ellis
60th Wedding Anniversary
Gordon and Sheila were
married in Spirit River,
Alberta on July 2, 1960.
24 major moves,
5 provinces —
it’s been quite a ride!

GULF
MATERIALS

COAST

ij
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Ganges Hall Replacement Project
Project Planning Coordinator
The Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District (SSIFPD) is
seeking a qualified person to work with the SSIFPD Board
of Trustees, CAO, Fire Chief, firefighters and staff, as well as the Fire Rescue
Advisory Committee, project consultants, and other key stakeholders and
community partners, to facilitate ongoing planning, collaboration and potential
construction of a replacement fire hall.
This temporary contract position reports to the CAO and Fire Chief, and through
the CAO to the Board of Trustees.

Drafting & Design

=<

Responsibilities include:
• Coordinating planning for a replacement hall, including identifying various
options for consideration in collaboration and with input from both
internal and external stakeholders as identified.
• Developing, implementing, and maintaining up to date critical pathway
and work plans for the project.
• Undertaking identified communications and engagement processes with
both internal and external contacts to ensure these views are taken into
consideration in the planning and implementation of the project.
• Working collaboratively with all project consultants including architects,
engineers, technical and communications and engagement experts.
• If the project proceeds to construction of a new fire hall, developing and
implementing a critical path and work plan for the siting and construction
of a new facility that meets all legislative requirements.
The ideal candidate will have proven experience in the planning, and
development of similar projects with fire rescue and emergency services and
working in the public sector structure. Exceptional interpersonal, written, and
verbal communication, and strategic planning skills as well as the ability to
develop effective working relationships with key participants across a range of
stakeholders are a necessity.

Business
Opportunities

In Memoriam

Congratulations
from your
loving family.

Concrete & Placing

DAVISON - looking for investors. Ideas Wanted! 1800-218-2909

Helset Design

Building Supplies
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008.
Built with concrete posts.
Barns, shops, riding arenas,
machine sheds and more.
Adam.s@integritybuilt.com.
1-250-351-5374.
www.integritybuilt.com

Online applications will be accepted by ltaylor@saltspringfire.com until July 3,
2020 or the position is filled. For more information please contact:
laurie taylor, ssiFpd cAo
cell: 250-265-8742 or 250-538-7426
ltaylor@saltspringfire.com

Storage
Computer Services

Electrical
Fitz Electric
www.ﬁtzelectric.ca
604-690-1968

is currently accepting applications
for the full-time position of
Advertising Sales Representative.
We offer training, a competitive salary
plus commission and benefits.
Interested candidates send resumes to:

Rick Colliou

rcolliou@driftwoodgimedia.com

The fact that this eclipse is occurring on Independence Day in The United
States is noteworthy. (P.S. Happy Birthday USA!) Having gained the
attention of the world with the mass demonstrations and rioting linked to
the Black Lives Matter movement, as well as the all-important Presidential
Election, the United States especially will gain even more global attention
over the coming days, weeks, and months. Exciting times indeed and
destined to become even more so yet. Stay tuned for more updates coming
soon!
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Wow! The Sun in Cancer plus Mercury Rx there, the Lunar Eclipse in
Capricorn and Mars in your sign will
altogether activate some rather
complex emotions and reactions.
Positively, you will feel charged and
determined to take new leads for
the sake of practical ambition. Yet,
quality time with home and family
will also demand your attention.
Remember, we do what we do to
feel good so focus there.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
Many thoughts, ideas, impressions, reflections, and reactions are
crowding in your mind. This is an
especially good time to slow down
and center. If you allow yourself to
get swept up in the emotions of
others, especially if they are imbalanced, the result could prove quite
challenging. Step back to see the
bigger picture and make every effort to keep an open mind.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Getting clear on what is truly important to you at this time is in
the spotlight. The simple answer
is probably: family. Yet, themes of
security are woven into this plot,
and with the Capricorn Full Moon
and eclipsed at that, you should
not expect the waters to be flat and
calm. In fact, you are in the final
stages of an important and powerful process of not just change, but
transformation.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Sometimes the current flow faster
than others while at other times
they are slow, but may also be
stronger… This complex weave
of emotions is influencing you and
are invariably manifesting on the
screen of your outer relationships.
Family is certainly featured, but so
too is your public and professional
status. The biggest question is
which direction to take.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Despite all the commotion occurring on the world stage, you are extra happy to be out of the limelight
and focused behind the scenes at
this time. If you are not able to do
so enough, you may feel grumpy
and depressed. So, take whatever
windows you can to take time out.
Since you also feel inspired to socialize a little, allow for that but do
not over-promise. Short visits will
work best.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Dreams of possibility are flowing through your mind. This has
been a strong theme for the past
couple of weeks anyway. Yet, with
Mars in Pisces, you may not have
felt the drive or will to take direct
action. However, Mars in Aries
should prove helpful in terms of
getting you more focused and willing to do the work required. This
includes gathering new tools and
knowledge that you can actually
implement.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
A lot is probably shaking close to
home. Positively, this is amounting to a busy time in your garden
and with family toward practical and productive outcomes.
However, some of the indicators
include some more pointed and
edgy elements that could be the
source of some conflict. But, this
is the last thing you want to direct
this energy to external things and
projects and away from people.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
As eager as you are to see the bigger picture and gain a clear sense
of what is actually going on, you
may still feel lost and confused
due to so many mixed messages.
Moreover, these are coming from
both within and without. These
clouds of confusion will clear
eventually but it may take a couple
of weeks yet. So, gather information and facts now and connect
the dots later.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
You have entered a rather deep
cycle. Although spring is now officially over, this energy might be
best met with a focused resolve to
do some deep cleaning. Whether
your focus is directed to your
home, your body, or your mind,
or all of the above is for you to
decide. Either way, doing so may
not be the same as fun in the sun
but the clear and flowing feeling
afterward will be worth it.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
This Full Moon Lunar Eclipse in
your sign will activate you very
noticeably. Your ambition, drive,
determination, discipline, and
resolve will all get a boost. If you
have been waiting for such a wave
of energy to arise in order to get
things done or to take new initiatives, this is probably it. Be careful,
however, not to let negative reactions disperse your focus.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Changes in your lifestyle linked to
your public and professional life
are in the spotlight. The urge to
play more and to express yourself
more and creatively is part of this
plot. Positively, your critical faculties are all working well and your
focus is clear and sharp. It may,
however, amount as much to completions, if not more so than fresh
initiatives. If so, trust this phase is
tie up all necessary loose ends.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
The world is changing are you see
and feel it and you both want to
do something about it and also
to escape all the drama. This is
probably a good idea for now.
More time spent close to home
with your projects and studies
will at least prove fulfilling and
productive. You will know when
it is time to get more involved but
it is probably not time yet, at least
not literally.
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DINING IN - Starting June 1st
Mon-Fri 11am - 8pm and Sat/Sun 9am-8pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”

PHILANTHROPY

Riding group gets Shaw grant
tion lost from trees downed in the
2018 storm. The shelters have been
funded by a 2019 $5,000 SSIF grant.
“The SSTRA teams, both the twoand four-legged, are enthusiastically dedicated to their mission, but
COVID-19 has forced us to rethink
how we serve the community during these challenging times,” said
SSTRA president Gail Muise. “Our
infrastructure projects and the
income generated by two new programs will assist us in getting back
to working with our therapeutic
riders when it is safe to do so.”
PHOTO COURTESY SSTRA

Salt Spring Therapeutic Riding Association volunteers Louise, left, and
Sarah assist Leelu, who is riding Chip.

Covered arena will be
built with funds
The Salt Spring Therapeutic
Riding Association has received a
$75,000 grant from the Shaw Family
Community Fund of the Salt Spring
Island Foundation.
The grant will fund a covered riding arena to expand the organization’s ability to operate in most
weather conditions and ensure that
horses, riders and volunteers are as
safe and comfortable as possible.
SSTRA has served the Salt Spring
community for 19 years and has
worked with over 150 families on
the island. The organization is supported by volunteers who collectively dedicate over 1,000 hours of
their time every year.
“The foundation is pleased to
support SSTRA and this vital program,” said SSIF board chair Brian

Lawson. “It fills a great need in
our community and beneﬁts many
island families.”
As the SSIF explains, the SSTRA
program provides therapeutic
activity in a controlled and safe
environment for individuals having
physical, intellectual or emotional
challenges. One-on-one riding lessons are supported by a team of
highly qualiﬁed, skilled and caring
instructors, side walkers, volunteers
and special horse “therapists.” Beneﬁts to the riders include physical
exercise, emotional connections
with the horse, the development
of equine skills through instruction and improved communication
skills.
While SSTRA has currently paused
its riding program due to COVID19, the arena project, which has
also received funds from the Ames
Family Foundation, will proceed,
as well as the construction of new
horse shelters to replace the protec-

LEARNING

“[The program] fills
a great need in our
community and benefits
many island families.”
BRIAN LAWSON
SSIF board chair

The new programs to support
SSTRA are an “Adopt a Horse” program, which provides horse enthusiasts with a virtual and fun equine
learning experience, and horse
manure sales to Salt Spring Island
gardeners. More information on
these programs is available at www.
sstra.ca.
The SSTRA grant is one of two
Shaw Family Community grants
that will be disbursed in 2020.
The grant is part of a bequest
left to the foundation by May Cree
Shaw, part of a south-end farming
family. A total of $500,000 in grants
from the Shaw bequest are being
awarded over a ﬁve-year period.

Course site offered

Currently, all SPCA
shelters are closed
to the general public.

New library
service

Staff is still available to answer
emails and return phone messages.

Thanks to funding
from the Salt Spring
Island Foundation, the
Salt Spring Island Public
Library is now offering
patrons access to Lynda.
com, an online learning
platform.
The SSIPL received
$3,100 from the COVID19 Emergency Preparedness and Relief Fund.
Tech Café instructor
Phil Rees describes Lynda.
com as an “excellent
resource. I used it with
the kids. We’re studying
2D game design together.”
Lynda allows people
to take a magnitude of

courses, ranging from
digital publishing and
ﬁlmmaking to programming foundations.
“If you’ve ever wanted to take a course in
something new, now is
the time,” states information from the library.
“It’s free with your library
membership and there
are thousands of courses
to choose from.”
To access the service,
people need to select
“sign-in with your organizational portal” and
enter “saltspringlibrary.
com” on the Lynda.
com site. They will then
be asked for their library
card number and password (or PIN) from
their online library
account.

To see adoptable animals around
the province, please visit the SPCA
website and fill out the convenient
online application.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years

WHEN
Five years ago
• The Fulford Inn was demolished by Salt Spring Island Excavating
workers after the CRD determined the abandoned structure posed a
safety hazard. The derelict waterfront building, which had been used
intermittently by squatters, was built by Lancer Contracting in 1978.
The inn closed in 2010, and the property was purchased by David Fullbrook of Merchant House Capital two years ago with the intention
of potentially hosting small craft or food businesses as well as housing
units as per its existing Commercial-Accommodation zoning.

Ten years ago
• Several dozen islanders joined hands for 15 minutes at Drummond Park as part of a Hands Across the Sand event that saw more
than 800 other communities around the globe come together to promote awareness of renewable energy, protest offshore drilling and
to protect the world’s oceans. The beach setting was chosen to draw
a literal line in the sand to protest against dependance on fossil fuels
that exacerbate climate change.

Twenty years ago
• Two of B.C.’s biggest bestselling authors gave a joint reading
at ArtSpring. Vancouver residents William Gibson and Douglas
Coupland, who respectively introduced the terms “cyberspace” and
“Generation X” to the lexicon, each read from their latest works of
ﬁction and answered questions from the audience at a gathering
sponsored by Vancouver’s Duthie Books.

Thirty years ago
• The Islands Trust Fund Board received its ﬁrst donation through
a covenant on 160 acres of land in the Musgrave Landing area. The
covenant restricts logging activity and protects the tree cover. The
acquisition was a ﬁrst for the board authorized to acquire land,
covenants and money as necessary for the preservation of places of
special beauty and natural value.

Forty years ago
• The return of public transit services was announced after the
Capital Regional Board decided an earlier decision was not valid and
that the matter would be tabled for two weeks in order that Saanich
director John Mika might be at the board table to cast a ballot. Earlier
in the month, a motion to have Salt Spring excluded from the bus service area was declared lost, with 21 weighted votes in favour and 20
against. The chair announced that the conclusion had been in error
that he had advised the Urban Transit Authority the people of the
island would not be paying for city buses that do not reach the island.

Fifty years ago
• The CRD agreed to withdraw a controversial proposed
interim bylaw to zone the majority of Salt Spring Island as rural.
The plan had gained initial approval of the community planning
committee. Many owners of commercial properties had loudly
protested the bylaw, and the plan provided for no commercial
or industrial zones outside Ganges, Vesuvius and Fulford.

Sixty years ago
• The Ganges Boat Yard ofﬁcially opened its doors to the
public with an event featuring a variety of door prizes, including a brand new 1960 Johnson outboard motor. More than
600 people attended the grand opening, roughly double the
expected numbers, and they quickly ran out of free doughnuts.

ISLAND LIFE
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COVID-19

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Outdoor summer camp launched
This year’s theme
is The World
Around Us
The Salt Spring Public
Library is presenting a
variety of free and exciting summer programs
for kids to build and
maintain their interest
in the outdoors, explore
and express their creative side, and just have
fun.
Children aged four to
14 are invited to sign up
for the free Salt Spring

Public Library Summer
Camp program, which
will run from June 22 to
Aug. 28.
This year’s theme is The
World Around Us, with
variations on the theme
each week as outlined
o n t h e l i b r a r y ’s w e b site. The Summer Camp
program will consist of
safe, socially distanced
crafts, games and stories
in an outdoor setting.
For children aged four
to seven, a 10 a.m. to 12
noon program is offered
on Tuesday and Thursday. For children eight

Rainbow Road
Aquatic Centre
Starting
July 6th, 2020

to 11, programs also run
on Tuesday and Thursday, but from 1 to 3 p.m.
For kids aged 12 to 14, a
full day of programming
takes place on Friday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Participants can sign
up for a single week or
for many at a time and
be confident that the
experience will be different each week. Registration is now open by
phone at 250-537-4666.
The Salt Spring Public
Library is also encouraging participation in
the BC Summer Read-

i n g C l u b . Yo u t h a g e d
five to 14 keep track of
their reading in a summer reading booklet,
and ear n s t ic ker s and
prizes for every week of
reading or being read to.
Those who complete all
seven weeks of summer
reading earn a summer
reading medal.
Other summer events,
such as outdoor movie
matinees and writing
clubs for children and
young adults, will be
announced by the library
once details have been
set.
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✔ Pre-registration required
✔ Blocks includes time in
✔ Swimmers will not be
change rooms
✔ Registration will open
permitted into the facility
each Friday at 3pm for the
if they have cold or ﬂu✔ Spaces limited & physical
following week’s swim times
like symptoms.
distancing required

Lap swimming &
Aquaﬁt Available
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(15
per
Spaces
per
Spaces
per
per
per
class)
class)
class)
class)
class)
class)

9:15am-10:30am
Moderate to High Intensity 9:15am-10:30am (class 9:30am-10:15am)
9:15am-10:30am
9:15am-10:30am
9:15am-10:30am
9:15am-10:30am
9:15am-10:30am
(Class 9:30am(Class
(Class
9:30am(Class
9:30am(Class
9:30am(Class
9:30am9:30amLow to Moderate Intensity 10:45am-12pm (class 11am-11:45am)
10:15am)
10:15am)
10:15am)
10:15am)
10:15am)
10:15am)
10:45am-12pm
(Class
11am-11:45am)
10:45am-12pm
10:45am-12pm
10:45am-12pm
10:45am-12pm
10:45am-12pm
Registration available at ssiparc.ca
(Class
(Class
11am-11:45am)
(Class
11am-11:45am)
(Class
11am-11:45am)
(Class
11am-11:45am)
11am-11:45am)

•
• Over the phone registration is open Mon-Fri 8:30am-4pm
at 250-537-1402
• No in-person registration at this time

Life Goes On . . . .
Live It
Up

on Friday,
July 10th

A DAY Life
2020
IN
THE

SALT SPRING ISLAND

Send us your photos taken between 5 a.m. on Friday, July 10th
and 5 a.m. on Saturday, July 11th.
Send just one photo or up to 20 different shots!
Please email editor Gail Sjuberg at
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
for deadlines and details about how to submit.

Face mask sales
benefit food bank

GULF ISLANDS

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Toby Fouks with samples of face masks she is making,
with 75 per cent of sale proceeds being donated to the
Salt Spring Food Bank for the farmers market coupon
program.

Island resident enjoys creating
useful and fashionable product
for a good cause
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

A Salt Spring woman is using her sewing skills
and compassionate heart to create quality face
masks, while also raising funds for the Salt Spring
Food Bank.
“It’s really astonishing,” said Toby Fouks on Friday, noting that just over $1,900 had already been
amassed from the project, which sees $15 donated
from every $20 mask sale.
Fouks started making masks just to give them
to Salt Spring Island Community Services for staff,
volunteers and clients, but once enough masks
were made for that purpose she didn’t want to
stop, so she shifted her focus to benefit the food
bank.
She recently stipulated that funds should be
dispensed through the farmers market coupon
program. That means food bank users can access
healthy, locally grown food, which also benefits
island food producers.
Fouks’ washable masks are fitted in the “Olson
style,” and have a copper wire in the seam so
it can be shaped around the nose and prevent
eyeglass fogging. The inside of the mask has a
pocket for an included washable filter made from
viscose bamboo. Fouks says that material has
anti-fungal and anti-bacterial properties and is
hypo-allergenic.
Some of the masks have elastic loops that slip
over the wearer’s ears, while others use ties, which
she says facilitates better snugness adjustment.
Fouks is grateful to Charlotte Thompson, Joy
Longley and Donna Johnstone for donations of
fabric and elastic.
“I’ve gone through a huge amount of fabric,”
she said.
If people want to purchase a face mask made by
Fouks to benefit the food bank they should email
Community Services at connect@ssics.ca.
“I do think that as things open up and people
travel more they will see a need to wear masks,”
she said.
Fouks also has fabric printed withs paws and
bones, which she uses to make bandannas for dogs
and cats and sells in the Saturday market along
with her gourmet pet treats. She is considering
using that fabric for mask making and directing
the proceeds from those sales to the Salt Spring
branch of the BC SPCA.

