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Salt Spring Books

Fears that Salt Spring and the southern
Gulf Islands would be over-run by visitors
over the Easter long weekend turned out to
be largely overblown, despite early indications that ferry trafﬁc might be picking up
ahead of the holiday.
BC Ferries communications director Deborah Marshall reported Saturday morning that
reports of full ferries based on the reservations system did not show the true picture.
“We are seeing a huge reduction in the
number of customers travelling with us,”
Marshall said.
Marshall pointed out temporary Transport Canada regulations mean BC Ferries
can only carry 50 per cent of the normal
maximum passenger limits. On Friday, the
highest passenger count was seen on a 5
p.m. sailing from Swartz Bay to Tsawwassen, with 408 passengers or 39 per cent of
the new reduced limit. That sailing was the
designated through-fare sailing for evening
connections to Salt Spring.
On the Fulford-Swartz Bay route, no sailing
on the Skeena Queen had more that 30 vehicles and 44 passengers on either Thursday or
Friday, or about 10 per cent of the regular full
capacity on what are traditionally the busiest travel days. The Vesuvius-Crofton route
maxed out at 20 vehicles and 30 passengers.
Marshall noted that despite calls to limit all
ferry trafﬁc to residents and essential services,
it is not in the company’s capacity to do so
without a provincial order.
Government ofﬁcials and local associations
did everything else possible to discourage
visitors over the long weekend. While the
provincial health ofﬁcer urged people to celebrate the Easter weekend in their primary
households and avoid inessential travel, BC
Ferries schedule reductions to the Gulf Islands
were timed to help prevent it. Service to Salt
Spring’s Long Harbour terminal was cut for 60
days beginning Friday and the Southern Gulf
Islands route from Tsawwassen saw additional
reductions.
BC Parks closed all provincial parks ahead
of the long weekend on Wednesday, April 8.
While the Capital Regional District decided to
keep its parks open for now, the local government body issued a plea for proper distancing
etiquette so they could remain so.
Local groups doing their best to let nonresidents know this was not the time to
visit included the Salt Spring Business and
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Pat Webber places a flower on the cross outside Salt Spring United Church on Easter Sunday after
some early morning gardening. Island churches offered alternate ways of celebrating the holiday as
part of the effort to discourage visitors, limit gatherings and prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Farm Response & Recovery Task Force, which
launched its Stay Home, Stay Safe campaign
on Thursday.
“The overall message is if we can stay this
course, the sooner we can get back to business on Salt Spring,” said Islands Trust trustee
Laura Patrick, who chairs the new task force.
“We were proud to launch the campaign
and get the message out, which was quite a
consistent message with what the mayors of
other communities were sending. It appeared
to have worked.”
Saanich North and the Islands MLA Adam
Olsen publicly supported the campaign while
the Lady Minto Hospital Medical Staff Asso-

ciation issued its own appeal against risking
fragile community resources.
The Salt Spring Community Farmers Market Association had planned to begin market operations under B.C.’s essential services
regulations on Saturday, with a permit to do
granted by the CRD. The association board
decided Thursday to hold off the opening and
move the market back to its original Tuesday
time slot beginning April 21, in large part
because community members were concerned
that tourists would confuse it with the regular
Saturday Market in the Park.

VISITORS continued on 2

Zen Master Wolfgang says:

“To well appreciate heaven, it’s good to have
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Crafty islanders sew masks for personal use
Official stance on
regular use evolving

the chance that others are com- though they are part of the same
ing into contact with your respihousehold, just
to help remind HNP
FULFORD
HARBOUR
ratory droplets, in the same way them about the risk. She has
April-avril
May-mai
June-juin
that our recommendation
to been using shirts in fun
fabrics
cover
your
cough
with
tissues
that
she
had
previously
purDay Time Metres Feet jour heure mètres pieds Day Time Metres Feet jour heure mètres pieds Day Time Metres Feet
jour heur
or your sleeve can reduce that chased at the thrift store.
3.1 10.2 16 0129
0037
3.3 10.8
3.3 10.8 16 0106
3.2 10.5
10.8
Masks going
out to3.3other
com16 004
1 0050
1 chance.”
1 0036
1639
0821
3.0
0.9
7.5
1702
2.3
3.0
0.9
0813
6.2
1.9
4.6
0747
1.4
081
The
health
agency
suggests
munity
members
are
sealed
in
a 154
7.5 FR
2.3
6.9 MO 1343
2.1
7.5 TU
2.3
SA 1234
TH 1025
WE
3.6 VE wearing masks for short
1.1
4.9 bag
periods1.5 ziplock
1833come
1.7with5.6
a disMA 190
LU and
SA 1807
JE 1805
ME
of time when physical distancing claimer about personal responsi0134
0213
10.2
3.1
10.5
3.3 10.8 17 0135
3.1 10.2
3.3 10.8 17 010
2 0118
2 is0118
2 1745 0.8 2.6 17 0852 3.2
not possible
in public settings,
as COVID-19
infor- 084
6.9
0758
2.1
7.2
2.2
0838
5.2 as well0822
1.6 bility,
3.3
1.0
1227
7.5
1107
2.3
7.5
2.3
1416
7.2
2.2
8.5 for
1516
WE 163
SU
SA such as when grocery
shopping.
FR
TH
mation TU
from the BC2.6Centre
3.9 SA 1809
1.2
3.3
5.9 MA
1907
1.8 Disease
6.6 ME 201
1935
2.0
DI informaVE 1906
JE
“With 1.0
the emerging
Control.
pre-symptomatic
way3.3
to wear
a 012
3.2 10.5 18 0249
0153regarding
3.2 10.5
3.2 10.5
9.8 proper
3.0 The
10.8 18
3 0145
18 0159
3 tion
3 0220
0835
0918
8.2
2.5
6.6
0821asymptomatic
2.0
6.2 transmission,
1.9
4.6 is to make
0901
1.4 mask
2.0 up
0858sure0.6
090
and
it comes
8.5 SA 1400
2.6
7.9 SU and
1305
2.4
7.9stop
2.4 to
7.9 toWE
1529
2.4 close
9.5
1628
2.9
TH 172
MO
FR 1049
our
goal
the
spread
the
bridge
of
the
nose,
2.6 SA 1959
0.8
4.6
1.4
3.9 LU 2001
1.2
6.6 ME 2035
2.0
7.5
2.3
JE 210
DI 1911
VE 1850
of COVID-19 by all means possi- completely covers the mouth and
3.2 10.5 19 0317
0223
3.1 10.2
3.2 a10.5
9.8 down
wearing
non-medical
mask3.0 goes
all the 3.3
way10.8
under
19 015
4 0213
19 0221
4 ble,
4 0257
0852
0941
7.9
2.4
5.9
0851
1.8
4.9 no symptoms
1.5
0923
1.2 the3.9
0936 also
0.3 fit1.0
093
—
even
if
you
have
chin.
It
should
snug8.5 SU 1511
2.6
8.2 MO 1440
2.5
8.2 TU 1626
2.5
8.5 TH 1729
2.6
3.1 10.2 FR 180
SA 1235
is an additional
measure
face without
2.6
0.8
4.9 LU —
2008
1.5
4.9 MA
1.5
6.9
2052you2.1 ly around
8.5 any
2136
2.6
VE 220
JEthe
DI 2047
SA 1949
can take to try to protect others gaps. Non-medical masks or
3.2 10.5 20 0339
9.8
0249 you,”
3.0
3.2 10.5
9.8 coverings
3.3 10.8
20 021
5 0244
20 0241
5 around
5 0329
the
agency
states. 3.0
facial
should
not
be
0917
1004
6.9
2.1
5.2
0924
1.6
3.6
1.1
3.3
0947
1.0
0.3
1016
0.1
100
The
Salt
Spring
sewing
group
placed
on
young
children
under
8.9 MO 1608
2.7
8.5 TU 1559
2.6
8.9 WE 1714
2.7
9.2 FR 1824
2.8
3.3 10.8 SA 184
SU 1405
3.0 LU 2129
0.9
5.6 MA researched
2100
1.7
1.7 the5.6
2140 to2.3 age7.5two,
2239 who
2.7 has8.9
SA 225
VEanyone
ME
DI 2042
best
pattern
trouPhoto by jane mackenzie
use
and
came
up
with
one
that
ble
breathing,
or
anyone
who
is
0357
3.2 10.5 21 0358
9.8
0315
3.0
3.3 10.8 21 0301
9.8
3.0
3.2 10.5 21 024
6 0318
Julia Kerr and Mac Flett 6
model
personal masks
Jane 6 includes
a filter
Filters0.8 unable
mask0.0
with- 104
0950homemade
1026 made
5.9
1.8
1001
1.4 by4.6
2.6 pocket.1012
0.8
2.6 to remove
1057 the
0.0
1524
9.2 household
2.8
1707be made
2.7don’t8.9
9.5
2.9
SA 1915
1759
3.0 out9.8
TU 1658 and
MO are
3.4 11.2 SU 191
MacKenzie, although they
part of
the same
needWE can
fromTH
substances
assistance.
3.6 MA 2210
1.1
5.9 ME like
2152
1.8
6.6 bags
2.0 cleaner
8.2applaud
9.2andDI 234
2.8
SA 2346
JE 2227
LU 2130
them around each other.
vacuum
or shop2.5 “I
the creativity
cloths
and
need
to
be
replaced
ingenuity
of
many
who
have
0422
0415
10.8
3.3
9.8
0342
3.0
10.8
3.3
9.8
3.0
3.2 10.5
22 031
7 0356
7 1027 1.4 4.6 22 1050 1.2 3.9 7 1040 0.4 1.3 22 0320
2.0 the time
1039
1140 to 0.1
112
after a single use. The cloth
mask0.6 taken
make 0.3
these
1637
1745
9.5
2.9
9.2
1810
2.8
10.2
MO
SU
FR
3.1
10.2
TH
1842
WE
TU
3.1
11.2
2004
3.4
195
es and heath-care workers
use in 1.4lar community
members
be washed
after2.6 cloth
4.6 ME 2249
6.6not JE also
2246needs
2.0 did
2.3 to 7.5
8.5masks
LU
DI and it is encouraging
VE 2313
MA 2217
hospitals.
need to wear masks in public, every use.
to see the social connections that
10.8has23
0432
9.5the 8 0410
2.9
10.8 going
3.3 are
9.8been
0339
9.2pat0057 by 2.8
“I think it was a kind
of syn- 3.3there
been
adjustment
in
“If people
to
wear3.0 have
sharing
23 003
8 made
23
8 0448
1107
3.6
1115
1.1
3.3
1121
1.0
0.7
0.2
1.6
1108
0.5
9.8
0436
3.0
035
chronistic thing. Everyone
was
past
week.
a
mask
they
do
have
to
be
very
terns
and
creative
ideas
online,”
9.8 TH 1831
3.0
9.5 FR 1910
2.9
3.3 10.8 SA 1925
WE 1745
3.2 10.5 MO 1224
0.7 TU 120
0.2
thinking about this,”ME
MacKenzie
Health 2.2
Agency
and 8.2
makeSAtheir own provincial
2304
5.6 Public
1.7 The
7.2 ofVE informed
2345
2.5
MA 203
11.2BonLUhealth
2051 officer
3.4 Dr.
JE 2329
said. “It’s amazing when peo- Canada says wearing a non-med- choice,” MacKenzie said, but nie Henry said on Friday.
10.8 24 0448
9.5
0441
2.9
3.2 10.5 24 0002
8.9
8.9 24 013
2.7
9 0213
9 added,
9 0514
ple are behind something
and 3.3
mask has1142
not been
behav-2.7
said
wearing
1150
0.7ical 2.3
3.0
1204 “We
0.9 proven
0.3 all be0359
0.1 should
9.8
3.0 Henry
9.5 is
0517
2.9 a mask
044
it just takes off. Everyone
wants 3.1to 10.2
protect
person
as if 3.4
we have
1918
9.8 SA ing
SU virus
2010
3.0 wearing
FRthe
11.2 the
TH 1852
1.3 TU choice,
1141and0.4 a personal
1.0 WE 124
1308 but
0.3 reminded
6.6 VE it may help protectSA are asymptomatic.” DI 2010
2.0it. However,
10.8 MA
ME 210
3.3 people
JE 2353
to help.”
that2135
it does3.4not11.2
make
The group now has 770541
mem- 3.3other
people
in
the
vicinity.
The
local
group
is
delivering
it
okay
to
go
out
when
ill,
and
10.8 25 0010
7.9 10 0053
2.4
8.9 25 0056
2.7
9.2 10 0332
2.8
8.5 25 023
2.6
10 contactbers, and has even been
a0505
non-medical
mask 100
Spring2.9 cannot
following
proven
1235
1.6
0.5 “Wearing
9.5
2.9
0515cloth3.1masks
10.2 to Salt0423
9.5 replace
8.9
0558
2.7
053
2001was 3.1is another
10.2 SAway
1212
2.3
FRwho
0.7
1249
0.7 MO
0.2 Services
1.0 WEsuch
2.0 TH 132
1352
0.6 washing
ed by a nurse in Florida
of covering
yourSU Community
for1218
its use0.3 measures
as hand
3.1 10.2
2108
JE 214
3.4 11.2 LU 2054
SA 2008
3.3 10.8 ME 2216
VE
3.4 11.2
looking for help with
supplies.
mouth and
nose to prevent your DI and for vulnerable clients.
Memand physical distancing.
TABLE
DES MARÉES
FULFORD
HARBOUR HN
(The group lent their 11
support
but
from8.2
con-11 bers
been
0049
including
infor7.5 26 droplets
0056
2.3respiratory
2.5
0214have
2.7also8.9
9.2 11 tips
0202
2.8 Helpful
7.9
0451
2.4
26 034
26supplying
0610
10.5
0520
9.5
2.9
0550
9.5
2.9 May-mai
9.5 on what
0449 in2.9 mation
8.2
0646 materials
2.5 June-juin
asked she connect with her
local 3.2taminating
others
or landing
friends
and
acquaintances
make 064
April-avril
1322
1.3 SU 1245
SA
0.4
2.0 MO 1336
0.6
1.0 TU 1259
0.3
1.0 TH 1435
0.3
2.6 FR 141
0.8
sewing groups.)
surfaces,”
the health
need.
best JE
filters
can be
onjour 221
3.2on10.5
10.2
3.1 agency
3.4 11.2
DI 2102
10.8
SA
3.3 the
10.8
2253
3.3 found
Day 2112
Time Metres
Feet jour
heure mètres
pieds LU
Day 2204
Time Metres
Feet MA
jour 2139
heure mètres
pieds Day
Time Metres
Feet VE
heu
While Canadian health offi- explained on April 7. “A cloth
Mackenzie made some for the Hand Sewn Face Masks for
0156
8.2
0152
2.5
8.9
0036
2.7
0351
8.9
0129
2.7
9.2
0325
2.8
7.2
0559
10.2
10.8 121her
0037
10.8
3.3 his
10.5 12
10.8 27
3.3page.
004
cials started out saying
or face
can reduce
son and
girlfriend
even 3.2Immune
Compromised
27
27
12that
16 044
1 0050 2.2
16 0106
16 covering 3.3
1 regu- 3.1mask

2020

TABLE DES MARÉES

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
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Changing knowledge about
COVID-19 and the way it spreads
means more Canadians may
soon be sporting non-surgical
masks in public.
Islanders who need direction
on how to go about making their
own masks will find a number of
crafty community members are
already ahead of the curve. Coming together through the Hand
Sewn Face Masks for Immune
Compromised group on Facebook, people who are skilled at
sewing have been hard at work
for some weeks researching and
creating the safety gear.
Jane MacKenzie, an experienced textile artist, started the
Facebook group on March 22
with immediate participation of
retired midwife Maggie Ramsey
as a founding member.
“I just felt like I had to do
something. I couldn’t not help,”
MacKenzie said, adding, “Maggie jumped right on board.
She came up with the pattern
because she has the medical
experience.”
Other people who joined early
were also thinking along the
same lines, including islanders
who produce clothing or textilebased arts such as Mary Holding, Anna Gustafson, Zoe Fox,
Tara Huth and Najma Manx. The
group formed specifically to provide cloth masks to people in
the community who might need
them, not to try to replace the
medical quality masks that nurs-
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District adapting to change
WHEN

School board updates
community
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Five years ago
Salt Spring RCMP officers made a presentation to the island’s
Parks and Recreation Commission regarding efforts to restore
order in Centennial Park, and suggested video surveillance
might be an option to explore. The commissioners responded
by asking staff to investigate how Victoria-area jurisdictions
had implemented video monitoring. Results would be used
to help determine if a similar strategy might work in the
downtown Ganges park, where public nuisance complaints
had become commonplace.

Ten years ago
The South Salt Spring Property Owners and Residents
Association was calling for better regulations around
live-aboard vessels after a Good Friday windstorm caused
considerable damage, including the beaching of a derelict float
home at Drummond Park. Association president Ken Lee said
the regulations were needed to keep surrounding property
and the environment safe. The Islands Trust meanwhile
confirmed it was investigating the beached vessel in question
for signs of permanent habitation, which is not permitted in
the shoreline zones.

Twenty years ago
A “wolf-dog” that had terrorized Saturna Island sheep
farms was shot and killed on neighbouring Samuel Island.
After being collected by RCMP, the BC Conservation Service
took custody of the carcass and subsequently transferred it
to biologists in Victoria to determine whether the animal was
in fact a wolf, a dog or a hybrid. Before it was stopped the
animal had killed a large number of deer, wild goats, at least
15 sheep, a llama and a dog.

Thirty years ago
The Ganges seawalk project had ground to a halt. Parks
and Recreation Commission chair Kellie Booth said there were
too many loose ends involved for the commission to assume
complete responsibility for the project. Commission member
Ian Fraser said the commission had never received finalized
plans of the entire boardwalk. Some private property owners
were also not happy. Bard Brown, owner of the oil depot and
Ganges Marina, said he was not willing to allow the boardwalk
to proceed across his property. “It’s been botched up as far as
I’m concerned, so I’ve shut it down,” he said.

Forty years ago
Mayne Island residents supported the southern Gulf Island’s
sole nurse, Gina Dingwall, when she warned a crisis could be
looming unless she got some support. Dingwall was employed
by the Capital Regional District and was required to be on call
24 hours a day, seven days a week to serve Mayne, Galiano,
Pender and Saturna islands.

Fifty years go
Mrs. H.E. Bryan wrote a letter to the Gulf Islands School
District decrying the “quagmire” state of the playing field
at Salt Spring Elementary School. School board chair George
Heinekey said the field had been tiled but drainage remained
poor. He believed the best solution would be to close Kanaka
Road to traffic, which would allow half the field to be taken
out of commission and restored in rotation.

Sixty years ago
Donations were being accepted by the Anglican Church
to assist the widow and four small children of Ronnie Smith,
who had drowned while attempting to paddle a canoe from
Crofton to Vesuvius.

The Gulf Islands Board of
Education’s public meeting last
Wednesday was its first since the
provincial health emergency was
declared, and the Zoom platform
used to hold the session electronically will likely be its venue
for the remainder of the 2019-20
school year.
Some of the board’s first business was to pass a motion suspending all committee meetings
for the rest of the year and moving all scheduled board meetings
to be online or by teleconference only. Trustees also gave first
reading to an amended procedures bylaw that will provide the
ability to hold meetings only as
often as necessary to transact its
business, but at least once every
three months.
School board chair Rob Pingle
thanked all levels of administration, staff, families and students
for working together to get
through the crisis.
“We’re all experiencing a
global change and I’m grateful
for the work that’s being done
here locally. I only see room for
growth and further engagement, and it’s a beautiful thing,”
Pingle said.
District superintendent Scott
Benwell provided an update on
how education is being delivered
to students, who were faced with
a whole new reality when spring
break ended on March 30 but
schools remained closed.
“We’re in uncharted territory.
We are in receipt of expectation
both nationally, provincially and
locally and we’re trying our very
very best to position our district
to do its part, to fulfill our expectations and do it in a way that is
responsible and compassionate,”
Benwell said.
He thanked the executives of
the two union groups operating in the district — CUPE and
the Gulf Islands Teachers Associa-

tion — for helping navigate the
difficult change, as well as the
district’s administrative team and
board.
Benwell said the district has
based its response on the framework set out by the provincial
ministries of health and education. That means providing a safe
and healthy environment for all
students, families and employees;
providing the services needed
to support children of essential
workers; supporting vulnerable
students that may need special
assistance; and ensuring continuity of instruction for all students.
Spring break’s timing over the
second half of March made it
possible for the district to enact
enhanced cleaning and disinfection at all facilities. Although
teachers and students are now
permitted to collect personal
belongings from schools, doors
are locked and arrangements
must be made ahead of time.
People coming in are required
to wash hands and be disinfected when they enter. They are
accompanied to their destination
by staff who immediately disinfect anything they touch.
Most areas of facilities are
being closed off entirely so custodians don’t have to continue
cleaning them and supplies can
be conserved.
“We’re carefully considering
what buildings are going to be
the most used and which buildings we can decommission for a
period of time, fully recognizing
that as operations may change,
they may need to be brought
back up. But at this time we want
to make sure that we’re concentrating on the areas that do
require the most cleaning, and
being thoughtful and judicial
about our resources,” explained
secretary treasurer Jesse Guy,
who is leading the health and
safety effort.
Speaking after the meeting,
local CUPE president Larry Melious confirmed workers are feeling good about the arrangements. While all district employees are to remain on the payroll

through April, those who have
special health concerns are able
to take a leave of absence.
“The schools are like an operating room right now. They’re
very very clean,” Melious said.
“It’s been gratifying to see
everyone come together and
put all the nonsense behind
them,” he added. “I think we’re
going to make it through this
alright.”
Providing services to families
of essential service workers is
part of the provincial response
to the COVID crisis, Benwell said.
The district is currently offering
care for children in kindergarten up to 12 years old whose
parents are first responders,
health-care workers and other
tier-one workers at Fernwood
Elementary School.
Supervision is done by educational assistants. According to
Melious, the take-up has been
so limited to mean as few as two
children in a day.
Benwell said the district will
take provincial direction as to
whether it should open the service to the second tier, meaning
any other occupation on the list
of essential services.
Food services and supports for
vulnerable students continue to
be provided by the district, with
focus on remote resources and
physical distancing. Food vouchers are being provided rather
than meals in school.
Education-wise, Benwell
reported that teachers are
adapting their lessons and delivery of instruction to the distance
format.
“If anything we’re seeing the
creativity, the passions, across
our district emerge and flourish.
This won’t be perfect ... We’re
learning as we go and we’re part
of this broad strategy to be resilient in this province, resilient in
our communities,” Benwell said.
“That often comes as a confusing message,” he acknowledged,
but noted the Gulf Islands is not
alone in its journey. “We’re one
of 59 districts tackling the exact
same things.”
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Adapting
behaviour

I

f there’s one thing the
corona virus pandemic has
taught us so far, it’s how
quickly we must adapt to
change.

From information about the gravity of the
situation as a whole to the steps we have
been asked to take in order to survive it, it
can feel like the updates, exponential increases and outright reversals have been coming
daily — if not more frequently.
In some ways, the gradual shift from heightened awareness during travel to near lockdown at home has helped people adapt to a
new reality. On the other hand, the aggregate
closures and restrictions can start to feel like
too much. Hearing new instructions that go
contrary to what was previously said — like
the recommendation to wear masks in public
— can be even harder to swallow.
While the wearing
of masks may seem
like the final humiliation in a long series
Wearing masks
of losses to personal
liberty, it’s now more
in public
crucial than ever to
accept the wisdom of
our medical professionals. British ColumEmbrace new
bia does appear to
trends
be doing better than
Canada’s other large
provinces at stabilizing the rate of infection, hospitalization and
death, but officials are clear our fight is far
from over.
Islanders with sewing skills have been busy
making cloth masks with refillable filters for
people with compromised immune systems.
We’re now hearing that masks could be even
better purposed if used by the people who
feel perfectly healthy.
It’s true that getting used to masks, which
is not part of Western culture, may take some
doing. Fortunately humans are known for
their ability to quickly embrace new trends.
Those people alive during the 1980s may
remember the strange phenomenon known
as “deely bobbers,” which saw people sporting headbands with sparkly foam objects that
sprung up from the ends of coiled wire antennae. The hand-sewn cloth mask could carry
some of the same quirky sense of fun while
embodying a much more serious intention.
Humans, ultimately, are adaptable, and
we’ve seen how well people in this community
have adjusted to trying circumstances.
Masks will not be the one hurdle we can’t
clear.
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Time head
to say ‘carpe diem’
Head
BY FRANTS ATTORP

Mother Nature now
has our undivided attention. Just weeks ago, few
imagined a submicroscopic
infectious agent could turn
our world upside down.
Even the great windstorm
of 2018 was a weakling in
comparison; all we did then
was clean up and move on.
This time, the global economy has been brought to
its knees and everyone sent
into hiding with a year-long
supply of hand sanitizer, toilet paper and hair dye.
Thanks to modern science, we know that COVID19 is a zoonotic disease
linked to environmental
destruction. Our relentless extraction of natural
resources along with rapid
population growth and
urbanization are destroying
wildlife habitat and forcing
animals and humans closer
together. Wet markets have
become the ultimate breeding ground for a host of
pathogens that may soon
be heading our way.
The word “zoonotic”
is itself a clue to how we
view ourselves in the grand
scheme of things. A zoonotic disease is defined as
one that “exists in animals
but can infect humans.”
This, strangely, implies that
humans are not animals,
and partly explains why we
pay so little attention to the

VIEWPOINT

ecological crisis. We don’t
see ourselves as part of the
animal kingdom and the
natural world.
Our lightning-fast
response to the pandemic
was fueled by fear for our
personal safety. We saw the
saber-toothed tiger at the
cave entrance and together
we sprang into action.
So why has our response
to the infinitely greater
threat of ecological collapse been so sluggish? It’s
not that we don’t have the
information. Scientists have
been sounding the alarm
for decades.
In many ways, we are
behaving like the thousands
of deer on the island who
respond instantly to an
immediate threat, such as
a loose dog, but ignore the
greater danger of destroying the very habitat that sustains them. Overpopulation,
disease and starvation inevitably lead to a die-off. That’s
how nature rebalances.
But we have significant
grey matter, and should, in
theory, be able to prevent
a global calamity. Perhaps
we can use our much touted
intelligence to live slower,
simpler and more fulfilling
lives.
Many are now wonder-

ing if the pandemic will be
the crisis that transforms
society and opens the door
to a more just, cooperative
and sustainable future. The
fundamentals of a green
revolution have already
been identified. The basics
are not hard to understand:
provide for everyone, protect ecosystems and avoid
overstepping the ecological
boundaries of the planet.
Much has been written
about the need to flatten
the COVID-19 curve. But
there’s another, more dangerous curve that must be
flattened. The stock market’s long-term trajectory
reflects not just the explosive consumption and economic growth of the past
century, but also the rapid
destruction of our life support systems. We are left
with a rather inconvenient
choice: drastically change
our ways or watch helplessly
as Gaia continues to wreak
her revenge.
The COVID-19 crisis has
demonstrated that society
can indeed turn on a dime,
and that, when the chips are
down, humans have a great
capacity for courage, compassion and adaptation. It is
now up to us to make sure
that the lessons of the past
several weeks are not forgotten. If ever there was a
time to seize the day, it must
surely be now.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you making use
of local restaurants’
take-out service? Yes

Will you be impacted
by the reduced ferry
service?

No

167
63
YES NO

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

>
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Opinion
Salt
Spring

Says

We asked: How are you

keeping busy during
the COVID-19 crisis?
Richard Murakami

I have been
staying out of
trouble, make
sure things are
getting done
that need
getting done.

Elena Dunn
Reading the
Driftwood,
staying busy
keeping up with
all the coverage
and issues,
especially as they
relate to SSI, the
ferry schedules
and the treatment
plans as they
affect seniors.

Chevy

NEWS

Quote
of the
Week:

Letters to the editor
Ferries
challenge
Interesting reading “Admiral” of the fleet Mike Collins ruminating in the April
8 Viewpoint on the ferry
scheduling changes needed
and reduction of service. This
could continue for the next 60
days or further notice.
Considering BC Ferries has
experienced an 80 per cent
reduction in traffic across
all routes this seems necessary. This is unprecedented
and the impact will be felt
by all of us. Islanders appreciate all the employees on the
vessels for their professional
service: the front-line workers, those making reservations, the officers operating
the ferries, all providing this
essential service.
CEO (Admiral) Mark Collins lauds employees’ courage
and determination to support
coastal ferry service. Then Mr.
Collins speaks of the necessary
layoffs for hundreds of dedicated and loyal employees. Mr.

Collins notes how hard it will
be for those and their families laid off. Not a problem
Mr. Collins will face. Probably
he is remunerated hundreds
of thousands of dollars per
year. Correct Mark? Plus endless perks, a golden parachute
when he drops anchor.
He wants all skilled employees back as soon as possible.
Well, Mr. Collins, if that is true
why didn’t you work with the
union to do this according to
the collective agreement you
signed with them? You chose
to ignore lay-off notice in the
contract. You would rather
the union file a grievance
and ignore it, go to arbitration and waste time and public money, then have lawyers
defend your actions when a
lawsuit is handed to you. More
money. None of which shows
any real concern for your “valued” employees.
Wrong, Mr. Collins. How
about reconsidering this bad
idea and avoid walking the
plank in the near future.

David Merke,
Salt Spring

Thomas Boland
I have been
helping set
up the new
store, where I
will be doing
computer
repairs. We
are open,
come find me.

John Elliot
Doing all the
normal things,
but making
sure to
practice social
distancing.

“Don’t take up a pitchfork unless you’re
in your garden.”
laura patrick, islands trustee, on how not to deal
with visitors from off-island.
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

COVID/EVs
The universally recommended actions of staying at home
and not travelling (except for
specific priority trips) have
reduced the traffic on the
roads (and ferries). The world
is quieter and carbon emissions
have fallen off the cliff. In some
especially polluted cities, citizens are seeing the stars and a
blue sky for the first time. Guess
what, that was the intention of
the electrification of transportation from day one: reduce
our global emissions.
Now that we are walking, hiking, biking and kayaking more, the benefits are
plentiful. Slimming down,
stretched muscles, exercised
lungs, increased generation
of brain chemicals like dopamine. On Salt Spring we have
quiet streets and nature connection with mountain paths,
forests, beaches and parks. Is
this a good place to weather
this particular nasty storm, or
what ?
I am sure the COVID-19 challenge will pass, and for us in

B.C., perhaps sooner than other
parts of the country due to your
devoted support of six-footing
and hunkering down. We have
also been careful about what
we touch and when.
Is there an EV connection? Yes. If you use one of our
11 free public charging stations, it is best to sanitize the
power wand before and after
use. Especially if you are in a
higher risk category (like my
wife and I am). Of course, the
Salt Spring EV Group always
recommends installing a Level
2 charger at home if you can, so
the risk of virus transfer would
be virtually zero (you are the
only user).
Financially, BC Hydro has
announced relief for some customers and companies who
have hit on hard times. For an
EV driver, you will benefit from
this program. It remains to be
seen if there will be relief for
cars which run on gas.
Stay six feet and be safe.

Jim Standen,

Team Lead, EV Group

more letters continued on 8

Front line: A perspective from the grocery store
BY Noémie Desbiens Riendeau

Trying to do as
much hiking
as possible. It
can be difficult
when you
have to rely
on others.
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I work at one of the island’s grocery stores,
and let me tell you, these are stressful times
for anybody who works in this industry. We
are on the front lines; so are the workers in
the health-care system whose stress levels, I
can imagine, are much higher.
The other day I went to work feeling
tired and wondering how we were going to
make it through another week like the four
that have just passed.
As I was greeting my colleagues to start
another busy day, a customer came in the
store nudging his finger at us saying that
we, the employees, were not respecting
the social distancing rules because we were
not standing at a six-foot distance. None
of us answered. We are so exhausted and
frazzled by the last crazy busy weeks that
we couldn’t even find the words to respond.
I understand physical distancing is crucial in
stopping the spread of the virus and that
this person might also be experiencing some
level of fear caused by what is going on in
the world right now. However, with the
increased workload and stress we’ve been
experiencing at the store lately, this kind
of interaction was simply just too much to
take in.
So I decided to write about what is going
on for us on the front lines in order to share
my experience, which hopefully will resonate with other people working in the
industry during these trying times. My intention is to bring some awareness to our reality to anyone who shops for food on the
island.
It is important to mention here that many
customers I meet are grateful for the work
that we do, and their good words are always
welcome. Any form of recognition means a
lot to us.
What I would have liked to respond to
this customer that other morning is the following: We are like a family. My colleagues

GUESTColumn
and I are working together all day long,
touching the same surfaces all day long,
using the same bathrooms all day long. I
heard the recommendation to choose your
cluster — the group of people you are going
to interact with during these difficult times
— in order to stop the spread of the virus.
Knowing how much time I spend with my
colleagues, they are obviously part of my
cluster.
In addition, keeping physical distance
while getting the work done is different
than a one-time visit to the store. The nature
of our work sometimes doesn’t allow for
the six-foot distance needed between each
other. And this is an issue which, while being
busy filling up the shelves, can add more
stress to our days.
Also, we are doing our best to stop the
spread of the virus. We clean and sanitize all
surfaces touched by customers frequently,
which means counters, carts, etc. We are
all keeping our distances with customers.
We require everyone to use hand sanitizer
before they come in and as they leave. All
employees have their hands cracking up
because of extremely frequent hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer. We’re
encouraging everyone to not touch their
face, to sneeze in their elbow, etc.
On top of that, we, the employees, are
currently overworked and exhausted, physically and emotionally. The last three weeks
have been busier than ever, I dare to say,
for most grocery stores. This is in part due
to food hoarding and the closing of restaurants. Also, not only have we been busier disinfecting the store, filling up the shelves and
serving customers at the tills, but our staff
team has been reduced as some employees
have to self-isolate.

You do not have to be good at math
to understand that everything mentioned
above means more work for less people,
hence, a recipe for exhaustion.
Finally, in addition to dealing with the
physical and emotional hardships the current situation is bringing us personally, we
are on the receiving end of the emotional
stress and dis-ease that customers share
with us, verbally or tacitly, while shopping
at the store. As most people are staying at
home and fear is becoming rampant, we
often accidentally become our customers’
impromptu therapists. People not only shop
for food, a lot of them look for an interaction or a way to connect. That said, it is a lot
to be holding space for our customers when
our own internal resources are already in
limited supply.
Oh and have I mentioned that grocery
store employees are being exposed to the
public eight hours or so a day? Customers
can wash or sanitize their hands before and
after a visit to the store to protect themselves. We are spending the whole day at
the store, thus increasing our risk of exposure.
Suffice to say that grocery store employees are doing a huge favour to the population at this moment, exposing themselves to
the risk of potential contamination all the
while going the extra mile to make sure the
shelves are well stocked.
So please, keep that in mind when you
shop at a grocery store.
And please, please be kind to workers.
Let’s reverse the roles for a moment: smile
at us and ask us how we are doing and
what we need. We are working very hard
right now, physically and emotionally, to
stay healthy so you can all be well-fed and
healthy.
The writer is a graduate in agricultural and
environmental science from McGill University.
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Roberts Bank expansion horrible idea
BY SUSAN PAYNTER

I read the comments on Elizabeth May’s response to the Roberts Bank expansion proposal
and was shocked at how many
say “go ahead, build it, we need
the jobs.” Then I read some of
the dozens of reports about the
COVID virus ... well, perhaps now
it is time for us to really take
a look at the earth and how
humans have “progressed” and
maybe it’s time to rethink.
This virus, that has so many of
us locked down, while healthcare workers, grocery store and
post office employees, truckers
and others still work, can bring
us together into rethinking how

our species has dominated the
planet and also to rethink how
we have treated our planet. I am
not an environmental scientist or
an economist, I’m a teacher and
a textile artist, but I am reminded
of a life-changing event that took
place years ago and I’ll share it.
It might cause someone else to
rethink. I and two generations of
ancestors have lived in B.C. near
the Fraser River and so I perhaps
see things a bit differently from
the thousands of you who have
moved here for our wonderful climate and beauty.
I was flying home to Salt
Spring from a little class I taught
in Kimberly, a small town in the

A message from your
MLA, Adam Olsen:
We continue to provide
support and advocacy
through COVID-19.
Please contact us:
250-655-5600
adam.olsen.mla@leg.bc.ca

mountains of southeastern B.C.
I had a spectacular day for a
flight, in a fairly small plane.
Remarkably, there were no
clouds and I got to see B.C. from
Kimberly to the coast.
In case you didn’t realize it, this
province is mostly all mountain
ranges, interspersed with lakes,
until you get within 150 kilometres
of the coast. There are about five
million people living in B.C. and I
could see during the flight many
tiny towns along each of the lakes,
nothing on the mountainsides,
until we got to Hope.
When you drive through B.C. you
don’t really realize where most of
the people live. Past Hope, spread
out before us, shimmering in the
sun, was the vast flat, rich, fertile
Fraser River delta, reaching west
and south as far as I could see. I
remember shuddering to realize this wonderful farmland was
almost entirely covered with huge
housing developments, buildings
and malls, then the cities of Chilliwack and Abbotsford and finally
the massive cities of New Westminster, Burnaby and Vancouver.
Oh yeah, out the other window
were acres of glass greenhouses,
freeways and an airport. The river
that produced this delta was lined
with industry, bridges and other
industrial buildings. We had turned
paradise into a parking lot.
I thought if I was an alien I
would say, “Are they crazy? Where
does their food come from? Why

don’t they live on the hillsides and
keep the rich soil for farmland?”
Then as we turned and started
the process of landing, I saw Langley, Richmond, Bellingham and
the ferry terminal on the Fraser
River estuary. I have to say, this was
before the abomination that is the
coal port was built, but now they
want to put in a massive terminal
to accept the thousands of tankers
and ships that bring all the stuff
we want from offshore.
The Roberts Bank terminal,
only quietly talked about. Heck,
I bet most people don’t even
know where Roberts Bank is and
there are three folks who are
doing the environmental study
for its approval. What? Who are
these three people and where do
they live?
This is not about the killing of
whales and salmon, although that
is slowly happening as we continue to trash the Fraser River, this
is about the life and death of an
ecosystem that controls most of
the people who live in B.C.
The Fraser River is British Columbia, it’s what brought people here
from Europe and it’s sustained
humans for many thousands of
years. My life-changing flight of
many years ago has now become
a horror movie. Are we going to
rethink our lifestyles and the way
we do business after this crisis or
are we going to deal a final blow
to the mighty Fraser? I’m very
concerned.

+ ROSES
Send your submissions to

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com.

Roses
Roses to all the folks at
Country Grocer who are
being especially patient
with all the customers with
whom they are serving and
to everyone else on the
front lines. An appreciative
senior
Many many Girl Guide
coloured roses to our
local businesses, big and
small, who have taken up
the challenge of selling
Girl Guide Classic cookies
during these interesting
times, and thank you to our
loyal customers for buying
cookies to support our girls,
locally and around the
province. Gail Temmel
A rose with a salute to
William Wordsworth: “My
heart with pleasure fills and
dances with the daffodils.”
Thank you. Jewel Eldstrom
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR

Local Farmers!

This profile is the second in a
series of Salt Spring Island farm
profiles the Driftwood is running
to support island growers,
many of whom have been hit
hard by the COVID-19 crisis.

Heavenly Roots Farm
OWNERS: Ben Corno & Kaleigh Barton
FARM:

Our Story: We started our
farming adventure in 2014 with a
two-acre patch of grass. Since then
we’ve expanded to four acres, and
grown thousands of pounds of
vegetables over five seasons.
Our farm is at the Burgoyne
Valley Community Farm on land
leased from the Salt Spring
Farmland Trust. Entering our sixth
year of production, our mission
is to provide a wide selection of
exceptional organic produce while
making a positive impact on our
community. We love tasty, local
organic food and feel excited to
share it with our fellow Islanders.
Ecology and sustainability are a
big priority for us. Aside from
growing food without synthetic
pesticides or herbicides, we enrich
our soil with compost, manure,
mulch and cover crops.
Crops: Mixed vegetables, berries,
orchard fruits and vegetable
seeds.
How the COVID-19 crisis has
affected us: The disappearance
of off-island visitors could have a
really big impact on our livelihoods.
With the new Essential Services
Farmers Market starting Tuesday,
April 21, we are really hoping the

island community comes
out to support its farmers.
At the new market we
will be doing things
differently. From serving
one customer at a time to
accepting pre-payments
and cashless purchasing
we’re committed to a
safe, busy season serving
Salt Spring residents.
What we’re doing to
respond: We’ve decided
to start a weekly vegetable
box program in what is known as
community-supported agriculture,
or CSA for short. Members of our
CSA pay in advance, and receive a
selection of our freshest in-season
produce every week. Usually CSAs
require a year’s payment up front.
But our members can commit to
a renewable two-month period,
which helps us anticipate demand
when we plant crops for you.
How Salt Springers can access
our produce: Check out our new
CSA program! Details are on the
website listed below. We also
supply produce to Country Grocer.
Come visit us starting in mid-June
at the new market on Tuesdays
starting April 21.

PHOTO CREDITS: BILLIE WOODS AT
WWW.BILLIEWOODS.COM

Kaleigh Barton and Ben Corno at
work at Heavenly Roots Farm, left; a
bean harvest rainbow demonstrates
their diverse production.
We are very grateful to live in
such a supportive community, so
we just want to say thank you.
We really appreciate that people
have responded so well to our CSA
program, and have encouraged
us with kind words to keep doing
this work. Right now, it feels good
to be needed.

Contact information:
• Website: www.heavenlyrootsfarm.com
• Email: heavenlyrootsfarm@gmail.com
• Instagram: @heavenlyrootsfarm

To access more online Salt Spring market vendors go to the
Salt Spring Community Market’s online ordering portal at
www.localline.ca/salt-spring-community-market

GARDENING

For the love of leeks: Home gardening tips for mid April
BY LINDA GILKESON

Leeks grow beautifully in our climate, are easy to
grow and are a mainstay of my winter harvests. The
huge, mild stalks stand in the garden right through
the winter and I am still eating leeks from last year’s
planting in May.
Some varieties are hardier than others so check
seed descriptions to know whether they are for
late summer and fall harvest or whether they are
truly frost hardy and suited for overwintering. My
favourite super-hardy leek is Unique, which I saved
from oblivion in the 1990s. Seeds are carried by Full
Circle Seeds, but your best bet now is to get started
seedlings from Chorus Frog Farm on Rainbow Road.
Salt Spring Seeds also carries the very hardy Linnaea
leek, which is indistinguishable from Unique (they
may have originated from the same stock 30 years
ago). There are other good winter cultivars too, such
as Durabel, Siegfried Frost and St. Victor.
I start leek seeds indoors in early March, and plant
out the seedlings usually around the third week of

April, depending on soil temperature.
When it is time to plant out the seedlings, don’t
go to the trouble of transplanting seedlings into
trenches for blanching as you see recommended in
old gardening books. I plant them like onion seedlings and find that my leeks grow tall, maturing with
long white stems. It is less work this way and they
are much cleaner since soil and grit doesn’t get in
between the leaf sheaths.
In rich soil garden soil, leeks can be planted closely
because they have short, dense roots. Leeks are
edible at any size, so you can harvest them any time,
starting as soon as they are big enough to be worth
the effort. For winter, cover the soil between plants
with a thick mulch of leaves or straw for winter. The
hardy varieties hold well, poking through snow and
shrugging off frost. If they freeze hard in a cold
snap, wait until it warms enough to allow the leeks
to thaw completely in the garden before you harvest them.

PHOTO BY LINDA GILKESON

Linda Gilkeson’s prize-winning leeks at the Salt Spring Fall
Fair.
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ASK SALT SPRING

Here’s
My Card

CRD director Holman answers
The following Q&A with CRD
director Gary Holman was compiled
by ASK Salt Spring coordinator Gayle
Baker.

and science, not political considerations.
Measures that only a short while ago were
the subject of political debate, such as
provision of a safe drug supply for addicts
It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
and the concept of “basic income,” have
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
First,
how
are
you
doing
dursuddenly been implemented. Let’s hope
corporate,
estate)
INCLUDE:
ing this crisis? My family and I are some of these measures will survive the
•Tax planning
well, and we feel grateful to be pandemic.
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
living in such a beautiful part of the
The response of our community has also
•Consulting for buying/selling/
world where governments, health been heartening. Some examples are the
starting a business
systems and communities are ris- willingness of most to accept social distanc340 Lower Ganges Road
ing to this challenge. My thanks to ing recommendations, the success of emerChartered Professional Accountants
250-537-9742
everyone in public or private sector gency fundraising, initiatives to locally proorganizations who are taking care duce personal protective equipment and
of our essential needs, particularly coordinated efforts to support farmers,
our health-care providers who are artists and small business. Many people are
saving lives while putting theirs at growing food again or for the first time,
risk.   
and we are demonstrating that computerWhat is the hardest part for you based conferencing can be an effective
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
to address as our CRD director? substitute for face-to-face meetings.
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
One of the most difficult issues has
What have you learned from this crisis?
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
TROY KAYE
always been difficult — providing For me, this crisis has reconfirmed what
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates
safe shelter and services for the we already know about this community:
homeless. I have prioritized CRD its inherent good will, sense of empowgrants in aid this year to help sup- erment and creativity. Emergencies like
250-653-4148
port the Salt Spring Island Founda- this always seem to highlight the importion Emergency Fund, as well as tance of greater local resilience, especialorganizations like Salt Spring Com- ly regarding food security and tourism
munity Services and Copper Kettle dependence. This pandemic has demonDuncan Realty
Salt Spring Ofﬁce
who work directly with those most strated the fundamental importance of
INDEPENDENTLY
Sylvia
OWNED AND OPERATED
in need in our community.
public health care, available to all.
Vasquez
The economic hardships faced by
The need for collaboration is also reinLicensed Agent
those laid off from their jobs, our forced. The joint efforts of small businesses
250-221-1581
local business community, and Salt and the farming community, the coopsylviavasquez@royallepage.ca
Spring’s many self-employed work- eration between the CRD Community EcoPlease proof this ad carefully
and
reply ASAP
with your approval
or changes.
ers and
artisans
are unprecedent103-342 LOWER GANGES ROAD
nomic
Development Commission and the
SALT SPRING ISLAND V8K 2V3
ed.
Unfortunately,
these
losses
are
SalttoSpring
Chamber
Commerce, and
If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time
make the
changesofindicated.
largely beyond the capacity of local the mutual aid agreement between North
“Proven honesty, integrity & quality customer service.”
If we do not receive a response
by MONDAYto
ATdirectly
5 PM this
ad goes toSalt
press
in this
format.
governments
address.
Spring
Water
District and CRD InteWhile
federal
and
provincial
govgrated
Water
Services are all examples of
RESOLUTION DIVORCE FAMILY LAW
ernments are responding at a scale this collaboration. We need to build on
Helping families resolve issues
previously only seen during war- these cooperative efforts in the future.
Elaine M. Buck McCann
U L F I still
S L A N Dsome
S
time, there Gare
gaps to
When will we have hygiene stations set
(formerly Kurek), LLB.
be addressed, including support for up for those without homes? Salt Spring
EMK LAW CORPORATION
property tax deferrals (see below).
Community Services, with assistance from
Family Mediator, Collaborative Lawyer,
Y O U R
C O M M U N I T Y
N E W S P A P E R
S I N C E
6 0
Despite the
tragedy of
the 1 9 various
funding sources, will be expandParenting Coordinator, Family Law Arbitrator
pandemic, are there good things ing its shower and laundry services. The
NOW SERVING
that are happening to give you Lions Club has distributed wash stations
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
hope? I’ve been impressed at how throughout Ganges. The family washroom
(250) 327-9066
our senior governments and public in Centennial Park continues to be open
resolutiondivorce.ca
health systems have risen to the from dawn until dusk. The outside wash
occasion. Partisanship at the fed- station at Centennial Park and showers at
eral and provincial levels has disap- the pool (now being repaired) are possible
peared almost entirely, with the options in the future.
focus on implementing immediate
When will the recycling centre reand substantial emergency health open? The recycling centre is now open
and economic measures. Senior again Tuesday to Saturday. For health reagovernment health directives have sons, the number of vehicles allowed into
been driven by health authorities the depot is being limited, which is creating lineups, at least until pent-up demand
due to the closure has decreased. I hope
that residents safely store their recyclables
until they can access the depot and that
they are kind to workers who are also at
greater risk providing this essential service.
• Area rugs
It is possible that many businesses and
• Laminate
residents will not be able to pay their
• Hardwood
property taxes this July. Does CRD have
• Vinyl
SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
a plan to address this possible shortfall?
Serving the Island
• Luxury vinyl
The CRD, along with many other local govsince 1975
Salt Spring Transition
plank
By

The numbers don’t lie

#1 AD

Your “clear” choice
for glass.

ROTATE DONE
FOR apr 15

Kapa Kai Glass

apr/june

top goes to

DRIFTWOOD AD
PROOF
bottom
all
IMMEDIATE response required

moves up

Thanks very much.

Driftwood

101-2700 Beverly St.
Duncan
www.unitedfloors.ca
ucduncan@shaw.ca

appointment
during
Covid-19

• Carpet
• Ceramic
• Vinyl decking
• Window
coverings

House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

We will remain closed to the public at this time. Drop off laundry
services available, or we are booking one laundry customer at a
time to maintain social distancing. Call to book an appointment.
1606 JOAN AVE., CROFTON 250.324.2249
Not accepting donations at this time, thank you for understanding.

closed until further notice

Program for Children and Youth
Experiencing Violence
250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#119-109 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.iwav.org

MORELETTERS
Timely reports
Thank you so much for the illuminating announcement from BC Ferries and
its alternative (green) energy idea for
remote ferry routes (Electric eels hold
promise). That report made my day last
Friday when I picked up the Driftwood,
and it’s the best April 1 story I’ve seen in
long time.
Humour and innovative research aside,

ernments, is requesting that the province
fund the deferral of property taxes. It is
my understanding that provincial school
property taxes for commercial properties
(Classes 4, 5 and 6) will be reduced by 50
per cent for the 2020 tax year.
During this emergency, do you have
the authority to impose guidelines (for
example, wearing masks) for Salt Spring
in advance of the province? The B.C. government has assumed complete responsibility for this province-wide issue. Therefore, local governments in B.C., except for
Vancouver, which has its own charter, do
not have the authority to impose legallyenforceable directives. While the CRD can
still provide advice to residents and visitors, our main role is to ensure continuity
of essential services (such as sewer and
water), as well coordination and information sharing through our regional and
local Emergency Operations Centres.
When will our roads be upgraded? I
have lived on Salt Spring for over 20 years,
and I have never seen any upgrades, only
patchwork fixes that do not last.
The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MoTI) provides the funding for
our roadwork. I have lived on Salt Spring
for 30 years, and I agree that road maintenance and upgrades have been lacking.
There have been some improvements, such
as the paving of Stewart Road between
Beaver Point and Cusheon Lake Roads,
and chip sealing of Blackburn Road. The
province has also responded well in emergencies like major washouts requiring the
very costly replacement of old culverts. The
new road maintenance contractor, Emcon,
has been very community-minded and is
playing a constructive role as an intermediary with the MoTI to address needed
improvements.
Please give us an update on Ganges Hill
and other transportation initiatives.
It is our understanding that Ganges
Hill will be repaved this year. MoTI has
committed to 1.8-metre bike lanes. These
widths may have to be adjusted (e.g., on
the downhill side where cyclists can travel
close to traffic speed) depending on the
width of the public road. A pedestrian
pathway on the uphill side of the road is
a CRD Transportation Commission priority.
The North Ganges Transportation Plan and
a portion of the Booth Canal to Central
pathway should also be completed this
year.
NEXT UP:
Responses to questions for Islands Trustee Laura Patrick will be published in the
Driftwood next Wednesday.
ASK Salt Spring questions for the chamber’s executive director, Jessica Harkema,
and Emcon, the roads maintenance contractor, will be accepted until 5 p.m. Tuesday, April 21 at asksaltspring@gmail.com.
Any other questions can be sent anytime
to asksaltspring@gmail.com.
I also want to thank you seriously for two
other reports: the first being the poignant
story written with such compassion about
organ donors and their families.
The second is the “Two emergencies”
essay by David Denning, whose reports I
always deeply appreciate. I wish that friends
who are my age would think twice about
getting back to “normal” by re-booking
their missed cruises and overseas holiday
flights. Mr. Denning is profoundly correct in
assessing the global climate emergency as
being the overall crisis that will cause such
suffering for younger generations.

Susan Yates,
Gabriola Island
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Here’s
My Card
Stanley Laing

BIRTHS

Babies welcomed in novel times

Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

Personal Taxes

Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged
115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860
shakima@shaw.ca

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

PHOTOS COURTESY DANIEL SQUIZZATO AND CHARLOTTE PRIEST

Left: Laughlin Meagher and Charlotte Priest with their son Zaeden. Right: Daniel Squizzato and baby boy.

Community support
found in isolation
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

As British Columbia travels the
COVID timeline along with the rest
of the world, Salt Spring families
who had babies just after the pandemic hit have a unique perspective
on the crisis.
Emma Yardley and Daniel Squizzato welcomed their son at Victoria General Hospital on March 18,
just as provincial orders on physical
distancing and limited gatherings
were coming into force.
Due to medical reasons they had
an induction already scheduled.
Staying in the hospital area in the
days leading up to the birth, Squizzato said he noticed things starting
to change. But while COVID anxiety
and awareness was growing out in
the world, it wasn’t something anyone wanted to affect Yardley’s birth
experience.
“I was conscious about keeping
that information out of the maternity ward room. The staff and nurses were great and kept Emma comfortable so she could focus on what
she needed to do,” Squizzato said.
Charlotte Priest and Laughlin
Meagher were also at Victoria General Hospital for the birth of their
son, who was born on March 17.
They left Salt Spring a week earlier
for a stress test appointment as the
baby was overdue, and planned to
be home again that evening. When
they learned the island midwives
were over-capacity and would not
be able to help, they decided to stay
in the city with family. The changing
rules on hospital visitors meant only
Meagher could be in the room, so
the doula they had planned could
not attend.
“Laughlin was kind of wandering
around the hospital that night and
VIHA was talking about how they
were going to ramp up their COVID
measures so we convinced them to
let us go home the next morning,”
Priest recalled.

The family returned to Salt Spring
without the help they expected to
have. Priest’s father and his partner
were planning to come and stay for
up to a month but decided against
it, and Meagher’s mother was going
to fly in from Ontario. Her flight has
been cancelled twice so far.
“It’s definitely impacted things
because we planned to have family
support for the first bit,” Priest said.
Follow-up midwife appointments have been done by distance,
although Priest’s doula was able to
come visit after she spent two weeks
in isolation. As for more general
visits, Priest was planning to basically self-isolate with the new baby
in any case.
“It’s been a huge adjustment for
all involved and I didn’t really want
a lot of visitors. I feel like it’s been
really good to have just the three
of us for the first couple of weeks,”
Priest said. “But now I’m at the
point where I would kind of like to
see someone.”
For Squizzato and Yardley, coming home from Victoria and immediately going into isolation with a
new baby was not so bad either,
although Squizzato agrees some
in-person visits would have been
appreciated had they been possible.
“The strange thing is we have
actually been better prepared for
this than other people because we
were already prepared to hunker
down for a while after we came
home,” Squizzato said. “It’s been
tough to not have friends and
other people come to see him but
we have an abundance of people
helping out in other ways, whether
dropping meals off or checking in
online to see how we are and offer
support.”
Priest and Meagher have also
found community support from
afar, including a meal train organized by their doula. People have
been leaving food in a safe tote
in the driveway. While aware the
pandemic has changed the world
outside, Priest said she’s too busy
with full-on baby care to read
much news or to worry about

anything. As well, her baby’s birth was actually a
good model for the larger situation.
“From the moment we ended up leaving the island
a week early, nothing went as planned. A lot of my
birth story was unexpected change and just trying
to go with it,” Priest said. “I feel like that’s what this
whole time in the world is about. That’s what everyone is doing — trying to make empowered choices
and not give in to fear or anxiety.”
Yardley and Squizzato have also found the two situations are strangely compatible, even though there
is the added worry about COVID-19 risks in addition
to the normal worries of new parents with a small
human to care for.
“We already expected a massive change in our dayto-day routine, so in a way the timing has worked,”
Squizzato said.
“We feel we are getting support. People in the
community are getting the message about what
needs to be done and I just hope that keeps up,”
he continued. “Having a newborn reminds me that
there are a lot of vulnerable people in this community, so the hope above all is everyone keeps working
together and doing what they need to do for as long
as it takes.”

Currently, all SPCA
shelters are closed
to the general public.

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SPRING & SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to
stereos, tune up parts to mag wheel socket sets, pickup
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
Licensed Refrigeration
Fully Insured & Security Screened
Kenmore Service Technician

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

RO O F I N G

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

RITE-ON
HAUL/TRANSPORT

To see adoptable animals around
the province, please visit the SPCA
website and fill out the convenient
online application.

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE

Staff is still available to answer
emails and return phone messages.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

EMERGENCY SERVICE

• Gravel & Soil
• Sod
• Junk Removal
• Estate Clean Up

JIM PARK
cell: 250 538 8088
parkconnect1@gmail.com

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com
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Recognizing the many CoVId Challenges & Risks,
we are offering 25% off Take-ouT food to our Hospital, Paramedic,
first Response and RCMP Professionals with official identification.
THANK YOU ALL and KEEP UP YOUR GREAT WORK

Practise Your
Physical Distancing
Leave 2 metres (6 feet) of space
between yourself and other people!

GULF ISLANDS

Your Community Newspaper
Since 1960

POTENT IMAGERY:

Apotropiac Garlic by Salt Spring
Painters Guild member Philippa
Tattersall. Tattersall used Red Korean
garlic as her model. Korean lettering
at the edge of the table reads “Allium
sativum ... wards off devils, vampires
and evil .... protects travelers ... negates
negative spirits.” The artist would like
to sell the painting by silent auction
and donate the proceeds to a local
organization like the Salt Spring
Foundation COVID-19 Emergency Fund.
Stay tuned for more details.

SUBSCRIBE
NOW
Subscribe now for important
up-to-date news, including
information on how Covid-19 is
affecting our community.

$

Subscribe to the Gulf Islands Driftwood
and we’ll deliver it to you and send you
the online edition ..............................................

VIDEO ART

Short films connect islanders

85

00

Creative islanders share output
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Time on their hands and the wish to reach out to
others has inspired some islanders to refine their video
production skills over the past few weeks, while othGULF ISLANDS
ers are making their existing content available at an
opportune moment.
Salt Spring puppeteer Jesse Thom — creator of the
show Some Bunny Loves You — offered a moving message of support via his Facebook page last month, filming a performance of Sending Love (A COVID-19 Isolation Song). Thom made the video available to share for
gulfislandsdriftwood.com
anyone who might need it, although it’s particularly
inquiries@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
suited to young children.
National improv champion Jo Gaffney didn’t get to
help defend Gulf Islands Secondary
School’s title in Ottawa this year after
SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE
the pandemic cancelled all events,
but at least she’s had more time for
PROTECTION DISTRICT
her filmmaking practice. Viewers can
find some of her haunting creations
AGM & TRUSTEE ELECTION
on YouTube such as a song-length
POSTPONED
look at an empty Ganges during
quarantine.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Minister of Municipal
A filmmaker for the past two years,
Affairs and Housing has authorized all improvement districts to
Gaffney’s latest short film is Sheets, a
postpone their annual general meetings and trustee elections.
spooky version of the “boy crushes on girl” story. A friendly ghost
That means that the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District’s
(Marcus Degenstein) crushes on a girl
annual general meeting scheduled for April 27, 2020 and the
(Kahlila Ball) and tries to get a mestrustee election, schedule for April 22, 2020 (advance poll) and
sage to her. Gaffney demonstrates
April 27, 2020 (voting day) have been postponed. These events
“unrequited love is hard, even with
will be rescheduled once it is safe to do so.
spirit worlds between them.”
Odessa Scott is a 10-year-old artTo provide continuity the two trustees whose terms were
ist, fashion designer and musician.
expiring will continue to hold their trustee positions until an
She completed the short film The
election and AGM can safely be held.
Lonely Bride Lonely in recent weeks.
Dressed as the bride, the young girl
Laurie Taylor
performs a wiggly dance in several
CAO
vacant city locations at night.
Salt Spring Island Fire Improvement District
“The premise for her film was
March 27, 2020
developed when Odessa thought it
would be fun to dance in an aban-

Call 250-537-9922

Tom Messer shows how to create the perfect isolation drink in Salt
Spring Quarantini.
doned gas station while wearing a wedding dress,” explained her
mother Emily Goodden. “Once she started filming, fuelled by gas
station candy, she wanted to try dancing in other locations as well.”
Footage was captured before the COVID quarantines. Isolation and
loneliness is a topic that can permeate even the best of days, but as
Goodden observes, the theme is now more poignant than ever.
Odessa’s uncle Hugh Goodden helped with filming and editing.
Find his Instagram account @huba.gooding.jr for more interesting
video content.
Most of us could use a laugh at this time and Tom Messer can
certainly help produce it. Known for the hilarious sketch films
Sh** Salt Springers Say as well as his top bartending skills at
the Salt Spring Inn and the annual Glowtini contest, Messer has
responded to popular demand with a “Salt Spring Quarantini”
how-to. Instructions include throwing the martini shaker overboard because what people really need in isolation is a one-litre
drinking jar.
A gallery with all the fun and poignant film selections mentioned above can be found on our website, gulfislandsdriftwood.
com.
The Salt Spring Arts Council has created an entire stream for the short
video medium on Facebook. Viewers can find musical performances, art
lessons and more on the page SSI Cultural Connections Channel.
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copy has been reset
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FITNESS

Track good place to start program
Flat surface better than
island roads for beginners
You’ve decided to give it a try.
Maybe it’s running, or upping your
walk pace to a new cardio zone. So
what do you need to get out the
door?
I’ll get into shoe and gear details
in a future column, as many of you
already have appropriate foo twear. If
your current running shoes are comfortable, and still have low mileage,
then you can start with whatever is in
your closet for now.
Two things to hold back on in the
beginning are speed and distance.
Distance is also known as “volume” in
the running world, being the number
of kilometres you will log per week.
Training blocks also vary, generally
speaking in macro and micro cycles
that will help you increase fitness, but
hopefully not overdo it.
A longer cycle might be, for example, a 16-week program that will
take you up to the half-marathon
distance. A micro cycle will be about
four weeks, with an increase in either
speed or volume for three of those
weeks, followed by a low week to
help with recovery.
If you are over the age of 50, or
have not done a progressive exercise program in your lifetime, the
standard model that I’ve mentioned
above might not work for you. For
some people, maintaining a rigid protocol proves to be too much, and too
tiring.
Extra recovery time is proving to be
a major factor in helping masters athletes stay in successful training cycles.

THE PERENNIAL

RUNNER

PHOTO COURTESY SUSAN GORDON

Susan Gordon running at the Portlock Park
track in 2017.
try out the wonderful track at the
Cowichan Sportsplex in Duncan, or
one of Victoria’s rubberized tracks,
just to feel the difference in surface.
Still motivated? Good! Because
there’s lots more to come.
Susan Gordon has been a Salt Spring
resident since 2012, and a successful
competitive runner since 2008, with
many age-group wins and series championships. She is an NCCP Trained Endurance Coach, member of BC Athletics,
and coach for the Salt Spring Sneakers.
She holds B.C. Sr. Games meet records
for W55-59 at the 800m, 1500m and
5000m, and the B.C. 1500m Racewalk
record for W55-59. In 2018 was W55
B.C. Road Race Championship at the
5K, 10K, and half-marathon, and the 8K
Championship in 2019.

Classifieds 250-537-9933

WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM • OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT:

DEADLINES:

Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify: Monday 1pm

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS:
3 line rate $16.75 additional lines $1.00 ea

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:

DISPLAY ADS:

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

$14.00 per col. inch

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

YOUR AD ON-LINE

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at

Book your classifieds online - open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or

www.bcclassified.com

bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. wil accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Computer Services

Concrete & Placing

Drafting & Design
Helset Design

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF

Alice Richards
Two years ago we had
to say goodbye to our
wonderful mother.
You will always be alive
in our most
treasured possessions ~
our memories.
We miss you every day
and we send our prayers
to tell you once more ~
we love you.
DAMIAN AND ROBIN

i

Looking for
GRIEF
SUPPORT?

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for
troubleshooting, software &
networking support.
We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or
cell 250-538-7017.
Please back-up
your important data now!

Hospice offers 1-on-1
and group help.
Call for info
250-537-2770
250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

• Concrete
• Concrete Pumps
• Sand/Rock
• Rebar
• Bagged Cement
• Colour & Sealers
Call to schedule
material

Supported by

RECYCLE
THIS
NEWS
PAPER.

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com
TIP OF THE WEEK:

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

Aries time enters its last stretch now and the Waning Moon is in sync.
The turn spring has taken comes with a wonderful surprise. Right on
April 22, 2020, Earth Day, the Moon will be new in Taurus. This is indeed
a blessing and a good omen. Yet, ironically, it comes at a time when the
world just so happens to be in an unprecedented crisis. Deciphering its
deeper meaning will be easier if you understand that all of these events
are features of the dawning of the Age of Aquarius. The fact is that the
Sun is now up, even though as the metaphor goes, it is still very early
in the morning. Yet, the Sun is above the horizon and its light is revealing that the world has changed and now the outer expression of these
changes is coming into the full light of day. While there is much to say
about this, one thing is certain, in many respects, this is indeed the end
of the world as we knew it.

Susan
Gordon

Sleep, nutrition and a day off when
needed turn out to be necessary components in support of an athlete’s
wellbeing.
If just starting to run or push your
walk pace, I’d recommend spending
some time at the track first. Roads
here can be tricky, and they tend to
have a camber or slant to them that
can contribute to imbalances in your
stride and increase injury potential. A
flat surface is good.
Try a brisk walk for one minute,
jog for one minute, and repeat. If
you do each repetition of walk/jog 10
times, you’ll have an initial 20-minute
workout, and a great start. You can
gradually increase your run segments,
and lessen the walk rests between
repetitions until you are able to run
at a consistent pace for 20 minutes.
There are many excellent videos
online about the correct form for running, power walking and race walking. For walks, you can apply the
same routine of repeats, but change
gears from a normal walk pace to a
stronger push-off to increase speed.
Don’t worry about how far you go.
One lap around the Portlock Park
track on the inside lane is 400 metres
for your reference. This is a standard
size for all outdoor tracks. If you have
to go off-island, make some time to

THIS WEEK’S

345 Rainbow Road

250-537-2611

Until further notice
our office hours are:
10am - 2pm
Monday to Friday

TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD EMAIL:
driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

DRIFT WOOD CLASSIFIEDS
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Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
By now you have shifted into A busy time on relationship
high gear. If not literally, fronts continues. The results
your mind is racing. You of your experiences may be
are in revolutionary mode. mixed. On one hand, there have
Many thoughts, ideas, and been some truly exhilarating
considerations are gaining your moments while on the other,
attention. At worst, you may you have been contending with
feel overwhelmed by choices curveballs that have caught you
yet unable to make a decision. by surprise. Allowing yourself
Positively, your energy levels the opportunity to enjoy arts
are running high. Focus to and culture in whatever form
will calm your nerves.
prioritize.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
Circumstances are pushing The focus and continue to be on
to breakthrough. This may health. This may generally imply
include education and training. your overall lifestyle. Weaving
Allowing yourself to entertain in new activities into your usual
or to attend to a variety of fronts routine is likely. Yet, you may
will probably work better than be dealing with an internal
trying too hard to focus on just struggle between what you feel
one thing. In other words, do the you should do and what you
rounds and enjoy each task until simply want to do. Deciphering
you get bored or frustrated and between short and long term
move on to the next and repeat. rewards and gain is featured.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Your intuitions are running A creative cycle continues. It is
strongly. You may even be as much about seeing things
experiencing epiphanies and differently as it is literally
mini-enlightenments. These engaging in art or craft
are moving you to try new activities, perhaps even more.
approaches. Creative projects As the week progressed, your
that you can immerse yourself focus will become more sober.
into stand to prove extra This could include decisions to
rewarding now and over the commit to a course of study.
coming weeks. Accept this With your energy levels running
invitation to attend to those higher than average, you could
items on your list that keep achieve a lot quickly.
getting pushed to the bottom. Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Directing your focus to truly
Deep changes continue to connect with who you are,
occur within and without. what you want, and especially
These may even be deemed to get clear about what action
transformational and even to take continues. It is likely
metamorphic. Yet, these are not that your traditional approach
destined to occur all at once. no longer works or is no longer
What you are experiencing as satisfying as it once was.
now is the preview. The real At worst, you are and have
deep dive will begin at the end been spinning your wheels in
of the year and carry into the terms of deciphering your best
following. Positively, this is a direction. If so, you may need
very expansive time.
some guidance.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
You have been making extra Since Saturn entered your sign
efforts to see a bigger picture. a few weeks ago, you may
What you are aiming for is a have noticed that you have
clear vision of your priorities become more sober, serious and
and goals. This invariably disciplined. Doing so can prove
requires a plan. Yet, there may very empowering. This cycle
be some decisions that you will actually continue for many
need to make that will require months and you are wise to gain
you to step out of your comfort a clearer sense of its importance
zone and perhaps even to make and what constitutes your best
some sacrifices.
strategy. Make a plan.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
You are in the final stages of a Getting clear on your priorities
mini transformational cycle. All may full like an ongoing process
being well, you feel renewed at times and it is not over yet.
and empowered. This will be The focus now, however, has
especially true if you answered more gravity than previously.
the call to ‘clear the clutter’. Yet, ironically, you may feel
Whether your focus has been less grounded than you used
on literal fronts or you have to. This paradoxical situation
been focusing on limiting requires a patience and steady
subconscious beliefs, it was approach. As well your greatest
time and it does continue for outer results may be the result
DEADLINESof diligent inner work.
another few days anyway.

TUESDAY 9:30 AM
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Salish Sea has near miss after vessel drift
Narrow escape
highlights concerns
with anchorages
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Islands Trust is frustrated
more attention has not been
paid to a recent incident that
saw two freighter vessels collide
in the Plumper Sound anchorage
off Pender and Saturna islands.
High winds are believed to
have caused the MV Golden Cecilie to drag its anchor and send it
on a path directly into the MV
Green K-Max 1 on March 30. The
ships’ anchors then got tangled
up.
“It seems that coastal communities in the southern Gulf
Islands narrowly averted a cata-

strophic oil spill,” said Islands
Trust chair Peter Luckham, who
pointed out the 200-metre long
freighters can carry anywhere
from 1.5 to three million litres
of fuel at maximum levels. “If
winds hadn’t dropped and the
window of opportunity opened
to untangle the anchors, there
could have been a much worse
outcome.”
Transport Canada said it had
investigated the collision and
found both vessels were in shape
to continue their operations. As
of Friday, the Green K Max-1 was
en route to its next destination
after finishing its business at the
Port of Vancouver. The Golden
Cecilie was back at anchor in
the Salish Sea — this time in an
anchorage off Penelakut Island.
Luckham said even though
Transport Canada had inspected

Photos by dan rogers

The Golden Cecilie arrives in Burrard Inlet after leaving the Plumper Sound anchorage in the Gulf Islands, where it
dragged its anchor and became entangled with another ship on March 30.

CAMPFIRES ARE THE ONLY BURNING ALLOWED
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND AT THIS TIME
Campfire Permits are available on line at:
https://saltspringfire.com/fire-permits-and-bylaw/
For Immediate Release

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development, and BC Wildfire Service have put
into effect burning restrictions that include Salt Spring Island.
(Effective March 26th 2020 until further notice)
Open burning activities are prohibited throughout British
Columbia to reduce the likelihood of human caused wildfires,
although campfires are still allowed at this time.
The following activities are prohibited, and these restrictions
will remain in effect until the public is otherwise notified:
• Category 2 open fires;
• Category 3 open fires;
• Resource Management open fires;
• The use of fireworks;
• The use of sky lanterns; and
• The use of burn barrels
These open burning prohibitions will reduce demands on
firefighting resources and help protect the health and safety
of the public, as well as firefighters. They will also help
reduce the impact of wildfire smoke on air quality and public
health during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Typically, humancaused fires are more common in the spring due to field and
debris burning. By enacting an earlier provincewide burning
prohibition, the BC Wildfire Service anticipates a reduction
in human-caused wildfires. This will minimize the need to
deploy staff, which help to reduce their risk of exposure to
COVID-19.
To apply for a campfire permit on the Salt Spring Island Fire
website complete the fire permit application form at:
https://saltspringfire.com/fire-permits-and-bylaw/
Although you can still apply for a Backyard Burn permit as
well as the Campfire Permit on the website, ONLY CAMPFIRES
ARE PERMITTED AT THIS TIME.
A few things to keep in mind prior to submitting your request
• You must be one of the following:
• Property owner
• Have a Power of Attorney from the property owner
• Grant of Probate/Administration from the property
owner
• Legal representative of a Strata or Corporation
• Please review the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection
District Open Burning Bylaw No. 125
• Please review additional information on our Burning
Regulations page.
For more questions please call the Ganges firehall:
250-537-2531 or email info@saltspringfire.com

the ships, this was just an assessment. An official Transport
Safety Board investigation into
the incident was not opened.
The incident further highlights
the ongoing issue that Islands
Trust, conservation groups and
residents’ associations have with
the anchorages program, which
sees freighters berthed in the
waters around the Gulf Islands
while waiting their turn to enter
the Port of Vancouver. There are
33 such anchorages and they
experience heavy usage, yet
Luckham said the program was
established without any consul-
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tation with local governments or
First Nations.
“There has been a significant
increase over the past 10 yeas to
the point where the anchorages
are at full capacity. If you think
about it, that’s 33 200-metre
freighters drifting around,” Luckham said. “We recognize the economic necessity of shipping —
we’re not asking for no freighters
to come here ever, we’re asking for a significantly improved
management plan that manages
them in the port rather than putting them out to pasture in the
Gulf Islands.”

Luckham noted that even
though the two ships in the
recent incident were okayed
for travel, photos taken by the
Trust reveal obvious damage. He
added this is not the first time
a dragging incident has taken
place, but the issue somehow
fails to be taken seriously at the
national level.
“We just think there was a
near catastrophe on the West
Coast. If we didn’t raise the red
flag no one would ever know it
happened, because they don’t
do investigations,” Luckham
said.

NEW
LOCATION
NOW OPEN!
346 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Communication Station is now offering the
same great service in our new bigger location. We are
happy to be providing you with a larger selection of
electronics as well as continuing to offer all of the great
TELUS products and services.
Be sure to ask about our computer repairs and home
networking products and services.
We are open, with restricted hours, and limited customers
allowed in the store at a time.

Give us a call at 250-537-8371

346 LOWER GANGES ROAD
250.537.8371

The Island’s source for retail and consumer electronics

