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PANDEMIC

Island contracts with virus threat
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Library patrons Dietrich Luth, left, and Mel Ferrabee read in chairs that have been moved to increase the space between them at the Salt Spring Public
Library. The library is open at this point, with some furniture placement modifications undertaken, although special programs have been cancelled. See
story on page 13 for details and suggestions for using online library services.

Cancellations and closures the norm
The Anglican Diocese of British Columbia cancelled service for 60 days beginning Tuesday. All
Salt Spring community groups, local govern- church facilities are also to be closed for the same
ment bodies and businesses are enacting precau- period of time, except to parish staff.
tions that include the cancellation or limitation
“It’s really important for all of us to stay conof normal activities to help prevent spread of nected through all this, but also to be sensiCOVID-19.
ble,” said Susan Grace of the Salt Spring United
As of Tuesday morning, no COVID-19 cases Church. “We don’t want to lose connection
had been diagnosed on Salt Spring.
with people because winter is a depressing time
Provincial health officer Dr. Bonnie Henry anyway and we’re just coming out of it. So we
updated a prohibition on large public gatherings need to stay connected with emails, phone calls
on Monday, reducing the previous limit of 250 and visits.”
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make the changes indicated.

sessions. Salt Spring Fire Rescue has suspended
meetings and training sessions, but members
remain ready to deploy in case of emergency.
The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee has
cancelled a public hearing on a retail cannabis
outlet application and its entire business meeting scheduled for March 24.
Theatre and music performances set to take
place at ArtSpring and other venues have been
cancelled or postponed for the foreseeable
future. As of Tuesday some public institutions
were open but had made efforts to encourage
social distancing. The Salt Spring Public Library
has eliminated spring break events but will stay
open with some adjustments to its layout to
increase space between seating and computers.
“The health authority still says we are low
risk, and we can provide a safe public space for
people,” said Salt Spring chief librarian Karen
Hudson.

COVID-19 continued on 2
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HEALTH CARE

Residents’ cooperation needed
Need for self-isolation
stressed
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

It’s easy to get information overload during the COVID-19 crisis, but
some things are crucial to know on
the local level and beyond.
The Lady Minto Hospital Medical Staff Association has been issuing regular updates with a local
focus since Thursday. If COVID-19
cases begin appearing on Salt Spring
Island, that body is the source designated by Island Health to provide
the information.
“We are prepared,” said LMH chief
of staff Dr. Holly Slakov on Friday.
“We are taking this very seriously.
I myself am feeling more reassured
we have the right preparations in
place — but we need people to do
their part. That’s the biggest mes-

sage.”
On Monday the LMHSA stated:
“As we move into what is called a
phase-2 response, testing will focus
on health-care workers, admitted
hospital patients and long-term
care facility outbreaks. All travellers
returning home from outside the
country, including the United States,
must self-isolate for 14 days . . . If
you are ill, please self-isolate for 14
days. If you do not follow these recommendations you are putting your
family, your friends and our community at risk.”
People are asked to not go to
Lady Minto Hospital with minor ailments at this time.
As of Tuesday morning a new
covid19.thrive.health website was
set up to help people determine if
they fit the testing criteria.
Salt Spring residents with symptoms are asked to call the Salt Spring
Public Health office at 250-538-4880

Limited visits, screening protocols enacted
COVID-19
continued from 1
Some restaurants have
decided to stay open, offering
take-out and/or delivery services only for the time being.
As of press time Moby’s
had cut all music and related activities and reduced its
capacity to 50 persons, while
considering a shift to takeout only service.
“I feel a growing responsibility with respect to the health
and well-being of the members of the staff and members
of the community,” owner
Dale Schweighardt said.
The Rainbow Road Pool
and outdoor programs
under Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation had been operating, with reduced capacity
and extra sanitation measures in place at the pool.
An update on the situation
was expected Tuesday after
Driftwood press time.
Salt Spring United soccer
club has issued a full closure
of its activities in conjunction
with the BC Soccer Association and Soccer Canada.
Salt Spring Island Community Services will continue
to operate the food bank
on Tuesdays but orders and

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Near-empty parking lot behind North End Fitness/Salt Spring
Books and Natureworks at 3 p.m. Monday shows how few people
are out in public.
pick-ups will be outdoors
and choices will be restricted. For people who are not
able to make it to Community Services on Tuesdays, a
limited number of pre-filled
food bags are available at
the main building at 268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
The Let’s Do Brunch Tuesday meal program is cancelled and will not be operating for the next two weeks
at least. Showers and laundry facilities will be available
for people at the outreach
centre onsite in a limited
fashion and with no gathering of people.

Island Health has limited
the number of visitors entering its buildings and hospital units, with just one adult
caregiver or support person
permitted for each patient
in most areas. Exceptions
are that two caregivers per
patient will be permitted in
neonatal intensive care units
and in long-term care facilities.
As seniors are particularly
vulnerable to COVID-19, a
number of directly related services have tightened up their
regulations. Visitation at Heritage Place assisted living and
Greenwoods Eldercare facili-

We’re all about the Islands
• 6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and
Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR
terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other destinations,
including USA.

Ganges

Richmond (YVR)

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. If directed by staff to
go to Lady Minto Hospital, people
must read the instructions on a sign
posted outside rather than entering
the hospital’s main entrance.
On Monday, Service BC initiated
a non-medical toll-free number for
COVID-19 questions. That number
is 1-888-COVID19 (1-888-268-4319).
The intent is to take some pressure
off the HealthLink BC 811 number.
Islanders returning from travel
outside of Canada are asked to not
only stay home but to not invite
people or tradespeople into their
homes for non-emergency situations until the required 14-day selfquarantine period has passed and
they have no symptoms of COVID19.
See the BC Centre for Disease Control website at www.bccdc.ca for
accurate information about COVID19.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your flight on-line and
on a return trip airfare.

SAVE $6.00

ties is now limited to essential
visitors until further notice.
At Greenwoods, essential visits are defined as compassionate visits for end-of-life care
and visits that directly support
residents’ care plans.
Meadowbrook independent seniors’ residence is
also taking a precautionary
approach. In addition to the
extra emphasis on hygiene
and cleanliness, non-essential visitation was stopped
as of Friday. Administrators
were working Monday on a
strategy to allow residents to
eat dinner at a safe distance
from one another, rather
than the usual common meal
being served to everyone at
the same time in the dining
room.
Salt Spring Seniors Centre
has cancelled or postponed
all meetings. The office will
be open between 10 a.m. and
12 p.m. on weekdays. Income
tax returns may be submitted
during office hours, although
pick-up may be delayed.
“Requests for drivers may
be submitted at that time or
by telephone and we will try
to deal with them if possible,”
said Salt Spring Seniors Society chair Jean Elder. “For this
and for other needs, we will
do our best to help.”

Super Saver Webfares

$
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& taxes
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between Richmond (YVR)
and Salt Spring Island.
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Water main
woes
The North Salt Spring
Waterworks District dealt
with two water main breaks
in recent days.
According to NSSWD operations manager Ron Stepaniuk, the first, at the corner of
Vesuvius Bay Road and Sunset
Drive broke Sunday morning at about 6:30 a.m. It was
repaired and back is service
by noon the same day.
All Vesuvius village households were affected, and
those on Vesuvius Bay Road
between Sunset Drive and
the ferry terminal.
“Because the repair
required a shutdown and depressurization of the system
a boil water advisory was put
in place until two successive
samples came back negative
for contamination,” Stepaniuk said.
The first sample was submitted on Monday and a second on Tuesday.
Another water main failure
occurred Monday night on
Quarry Drive, affecting residents of Quarry Drive, Farm
Court and Chu-An Drive. It
was also repaired and a boil
water advisory put in place
with the first sample going to
the lab Tuesday.

Ferry changes
made
Provincial health officer Dr.
Bonnie Henry announced Monday that Transport Canada had
relaxed its requirement for
ferry passengers to leave their
cars on enclosed decks in efforts
to keep people separated during the COVID-19 epidemic.
No formal announcement
had been released by BC Ferries
as of Driftwood presstime.
BC Ferries also reduced service between Vancouver and
Victoria earlier this week
in response to lower traffic
demands.
Ferry passengers are advised
to check the website at bcferries.com for any new advisories
before travelling.
BC Ferries states all customers
with reservations on cancelled
sailings will be advised by email
that their booking is cancelled
and where possible, accommodated on a later sailing. Reservations that are cancelled will
have their reservation fees fully
refunded.
In addition, the Pacific Buffet
available on the Spirit of Vancouver Island, the Spirit of British Columbia and the Coastal
Celebration has been closed
until further notice to mitigate the spread of illness,
including COVID-19.
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Returning families isolate
Travellers surprised by delayed
Canadian response
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Several Salt Springers who were recently in Italy
have now made it home and are observing the
14-day quarantine period as recommended by Canadian health authorities.
Heidi Crouse, who arrived on Salt Spring with her
son on Friday, and Robert Birch, who returned home
Thursday with his partner Mark Stevens, are now
partway through their first week of isolation. As of
Monday, neither pair had reported any symptoms
of illness but both were happy to stay isolated as a
preventative measure.
Crouse and her 17-year-old son Seth had to cut
short their month-long trip to Europe, and were
lucky to fly out of Florence to Paris and then to Vancouver after two previous flights were cancelled.
“I’m over the massive disappointment,” Crouse
said Monday. “Yesterday I just felt so sad that it’s
coming here too.”
Birch and Stevens were in South Africa for a conference on community adaptation to crisis with a
LGTBQ focus. They had layovers in Rome scheduled
for both legs of the trip, and had spent four days
in northern Italy before the outbreak spiked on the
way to the conference. The difference to their return
layover was stark.
“Going back everything started to move very
quickly. Literally, things were shutting down as we
stepped out the door,” Birch said.
Having seen the empty streets and local travel
limitations enforced by police and armed guards,
Crouse and Birch were impressed by the seriousness
of the situation when the virus has overwhelmed the
health care system’s capacity to respond. Both were
therefore surprised to find the Vancouver airport
failingto reflect the serious possibilities with suitable
prevention or tracking measures.
Birch and Stevens had transferred planes in Montreal, and were two of just 43 passengers on a 747 jet.
Birch said they passed through the gates in Vancouver without being questioned at all.
“It was the fastest experience of going through
checkpoints ever,” he said.
Borders were closed to most people who are not
Canadian citizens, residents of Canada or U.S. citizens
as of Monday. The Canada Border Services Agency
also announced that it was increasing staffing, educational materials and screening measures at airports
and other entry points. Incoming travellers are being
asked if they have any symptoms of illness, and to
acknowledge they have been told to self-isolate for
14 days if travelling from anywhere outside Canada.
Crouse found there were some precautions being
taken in international arrivals last week, but not
much. Travellers from a few countries, including Italy
and Iran, were asked to go into a separate line and
then to check a box on a form and include their flight
and seat number. Since this was voluntary, Crouse
felt some travellers wouldn’t bother. She and her son
received a leaflet with information about COVID-19
and were given masks to wear, but were not told
they should self-isolate.
One of the issues coming off the plane was how
to get back to Salt Spring, but a couple from Chilliwack who they met on the plane offered to drive
the Crouses to the ferry terminal. They took extreme
precautions to make sure they didn’t pass anything
on from there.
“We didn’t touch anything,” said Crouse, who
ensured she and her son stayed seated in just one
area, and informed staff they might want to pay
extra attention to cleaning there even though they
weren’t sick.
They are now staying at home along with husband/dad Dean Crouse for the two-week period and
are monitoring their temperatures several times a
day.
“We’re lucky we live on a huge farm,” Crouse said.
“And I’m cooking up a storm, so we’ve been having
fun. We’ve been recreating meals like we’d been
having in Italy.”
Birch and Stevens arrived on Salt Spring with

friends having made preparations on their behalf,
including delivering their car to the Fulford ferry terminal and stocking their fridge with food.
On Monday, Birch and Stevens were on their fifth
day back and had not developed any symptoms of illness but were committed to staying put for the full 14
days. Avoiding social interactions in general and being
prepared with three weeks’ supplies in case of any
emergency is a good idea, Birch said, recommending a
policy of “preparation not panic.”
“This won’t be the last crisis, obviously, we deal with
as a community. This is the opportunity to support
each other as a community to have a better outcome,”
Birch said.
Birch’s community health research suggests that
sharing reliable information in digestible amounts
is one way to help people get through challenging
times. Making sure the most vulnerable people in the
community are supported is important, and so is doing
frequent check-ins with your social groups. Birch said
this could be done with online platforms such as Skype
or Zoom.
“Anxiety and depression have a huge impact on
our personal and collective immune system. The more
we can reassure each other that we have each other’s
backs, the better our response will be. Reassurance is
critical,” Birch said.
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Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Program for Children and Youth
Experiencing Violence
250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#119-109 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.iwav.org

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF THE
NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR THE ELECTION OF ONE TRUSTEE
Notice is hereby given to the Ratepayers of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District,
that nominations for ONE trustee will be received in the District office between:
8:00 am March 18, 2020
12:00 noon April 1, 2020
Nomination of candidates for this position must be made in writing, duly signed and
seconded, by two duly qualified electors of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District
with signature of agreement by the nominee, and delivered to the District Office at or
before 12:00 noon, Wednesday, April 1, 2020.
NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR
The Trustee position is for a three year term commencing at the Annual General
Meeting, to be held on Saturday, April 25, 2020 beginning at 2:00 pm at the Community
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road. Voting for the Election will be from 10:00 am to
3:00 pm at Community Gospel Chapel on April 25, 2020. Results will be announced as
soon as they are available.
To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 years of age or older, an owner,
or spouse of an owner of land in the North Salt Spring Waterworks District, and entitled
to be registered as a voter under the Elections Act.
Visit the “Who We Are” and “Becoming a Trustee” pages on our website for more
information about the role of a Trustee.
Nomination forms are available at the District Office and online in the Documents/
Forms section of the District website.

NOTICE OF
2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Ratepayers of the North
Salt Spring Waterworks District will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 25, 2020 at
the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC. Voting
for the Election will be from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1 (250) 537-9902
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Bylaw enforcement issue aired
Trust Council responds to delegations
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
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Islands Trust staff will be creating a report on bylaw
enforcement case volume and capacity issues following
information presented at Trust Council’s quarterly meeting
on Salt Spring last week.
An update from bylaw enforcement manager Warren
Dingman and a delegation by Salt Spring resident Maxine
Leichter brought the issue to the forefront, producing
quick recognition of the need for more information. North
Pender trustee Deb Morrison observed that better bylaw
enforcement and funding to support it have been called
for in public feedback on the 2020-21 budget.
“I think my favourite [comment is] ‘The Islands Trust
needs to be strong in order to carry out its mandate to preserve and protect the natural rural features of the Islands
Trust. It needs to be able to hire people, among other
things, to enforce bylaws,’” Morrison read. “So really having clear information on this can help us get ahead of this
for next year’s budget cycle and figure out how to do this
fully.”
Dingman reported that more than 300 files remained
open at the end of December 2019, representing an
increase over the previous year-end number. He further
noted the litigation budget for compliance and enforcement is forecast to be $25,000 over budget this fiscal year
due to short-term vacation rental litigations, the desire for
more enforcement by some local Trust committees, and
the fact that enforcement of development permit areas
cannot be done using the bylaw enforcement notification
system.
Leichter said in her delegation that she had spoken with
many islanders who felt frustrated with bylaw enforcement because they weren’t updated on compliance progress. She also pointed to open file statistics across the Trust
area, which show 156 cases are from one to five years old
and 56 have been open for more than five years.
“It appears that the bylaws only apply to those who
choose to follow them. The Islands Trust cannot protect
the islands if they do not achieve compliance in a timely
manner or, in some cases, ever,” Leichter said.
Gabriola trustee Scott Colbourne spoke in favour of
getting the enforcement capacity report as a step toward
improvement.

“I think this goes hand in hand with stewardship education,” Colbourne said. “There’s a lot of newcomers to the
communities which I represent, and we need to communicate to them where they’re living, what’s special about it
and how to reduce our impact on the environment. This is
for when that doesn’t work, and I think these two do need
to go hand in hand.”
“A lot of our work is going to retroactively dealing with
people who simply go ahead and do things, and then a lot
of our LTC and staff time goes into how to try to put a tree
back where a tree was cut down,” he added.
Salt Spring trustee Laura Patrick agreed that she has
spent time with people who feel their complaint isn’t
being taken seriously, and suggested better communication about the process could be discussed. Staff confirmed
that people do receive an initial letter of receipt after a
complaint is made.
Another council resolution stemming from the public
delegations last week will see staff report on policies related to application processing times and efficiencies. Salt
Spring resident Eric Booth, who was a trustee in the early
2000s, has charged that planning staff and administrators
don’t follow policies, leading to more lengthy application completion times and in turn to a higher overall cost.
Booth said this cost is borne by taxpayers because the fees
aren’t covering the staff time spent.
“I think it’s really important to understand that if we
have existing policies that they’re clearly being followed
or not, and if they’re not, what is wrong with it,” Morrison
said in support of the report. “So really just understanding that clearly would help, particularly with application
processing.”
Council further resolved to follow up with the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development regarding a request to have more authority
over forestry in the Islands Trust Area. Susan Yates and Jan
Slakov of the Gulf Islands Alliance requested more action
on this front in their delegation.
A statement in support of Indigenous, Inuit and Metis
peoples was also approved that calls upon the provincial
and federal governments to uphold the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and recommendations from the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls, but without specifically
naming the Wet’suwet’en conflict as requested by a group
called Gulf Island Frontlines.
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Trust Council contemplates SRKW support
Saturna Island LTC
advocates for change
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local Trust committees would consider passing resolutions on regulating the whale-watching industry,”
added Middleton’s fellow Saturna
trustee Paul Brent. “Their behaviour is
obnoxious, and I think if we can advocate for whale-watching permitting
and regulation, it won’t stop it from
happening, it would just give it some
teeth, and it would be really really
appreciated by the southern resident
killer whales.”
Middleton said there are additional
areas of interface between the Islands
Trust’s strategic plan and budget and
the federal government’s work, pointing to an eelgrass mapping project
the Trust is partnering on as a prime
example. While the Trust is ready
to commit its $50,000 to the work,
nonprofit group Sea Change failed
to receive its federal funding in this
cycle.
“To me it seems that that would
be the simplest of asks of DFO and
Transport Canada to have that work
completed because obviously it’s critical forage habitat for one of the
four primary threats to the southern
resident killer whales, and that’s prey
availability,” Middleton said. “And so
I think it’s time for us to become more
coordinated with this initiative of the
provincial and federal governments.”
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COVID-19

Virus outcome defies predictions
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Salt Spring Forum
videotaped interview
with Dr. Kevin Patterson

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

When it comes to the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Kevin Patterson is not inclined
to make predictions.
Because COVID-19 is such a new virus,
there’s much the epidemiologists and
other experts do not know about it. Making firm predictions about things like
infection and mortality rates, or whether
our government’s response is adequate
or not at this point is folly, he said during
a videotaped Salt Spring Forum event
posted online Saturday.
“Everybody making firmly stated assertions about this is blowing smoke,” he
said in a 75-minute conversation with
Greenwoods Eldercare Society executive
director Aletha Humphreys where he also
answered questions that had been posed
by community members.
Salt Spring resident Patterson, a specialist in internal medicine, has been one of
the voices contributing to public discourse
about the unprecedented situation.
Anyone expecting reassuring words
about the virus and its impact won’t hear
them on the video.
Patterson’s main message is that “We
won’t know until afterwards,” he said,
“and commenting on the adequacy of
our response right now is hard because
it’s hard to know the future. But of course
you would rather be Taiwan where
aggressive public health measures were
taken and perhaps in retrospect it looks
a little bit like an overreaction . . . but
they look pretty smart to me right now
considering how mild their experience
has been.”
Patterson praised Taiwan, Singapore
and Hong Kong for efforts that included “mass testing, aggressive testing
and isolation of infected people, and
second-level testing of contacts . . . in an
effort to get all the contagious people
at home and out of the community
effectively.”
Humphreys asked Patterson to compare COVID-19 with two other terrifying
events: the SARS outbreak of 2003 and
the Spanish influenza of 1918-19.
Patterson explained that while SARS
had a quite high mortality rate of about
10 per cent, infected people did not have
an asymptomatic period.
“So when people got sick, they got sick
quickly, they felt awful and they didn’t
have to be told to self-isolate. There
weren’t a large amount of people spreading the virus. In the end it was feasible to
do contact tracing and isolate people and
stop the epidemic.”
Some 8,000 people were infected by
SARS and 775 died in about two dozen
countries over a six-month period.
There are already 15 times as many
people infected by COVID-19 as SARS,
Patterson said, and as of March 16 127
countries have reported COVID-19 cases.
The mortality rate in Italy at the moment
is more than eight per cent; it was about
five per cent in Wuhan, where the outbreak originated. The fact that COVID-19
is generally less virulent than something
like SARS is problematic.
“With COVID-19, people feel less sick.
There are large numbers of people who
are infected who don’t feel that badly
and so they are in the community and
they are moving around and you have a
lot of propagation of the infection from
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Screen shot of Dr. Kevin Patterson and Greenwoods Eldercare Society executive
director Aletha Humphreys in a conversation videotaped and uploaded to the www.
saltspringforum.com website in lieu of the initially planned live event.
people who don’t feel very sick . . . or may
not know that they are sick.”
The mortality rate of the Spanish influenza was only 2.5 per cent, but it was the
most lethal epidemic in history, with 27
per cent of the world’s population infected and at least 50 million people dead. It’s
that kind of infection rate that the world
hopes to avoid with COVID-19.
Patterson asserted that the world’s pandemic preparation is poor.
“Where are the warehouses of spare
ventilators and the crates of personal protective equipment [for healthcare workers]? This is the third such event we’ve had
in 20 years. I think we could have done a
better job and I think after this we will do
a better job.”

“We should wash our hands
every single time we think of
it and we should think of it
often.”
DR. KEVIN PATTERSON
Salt Spring physician

He added that the role of the World
Health Organization needs to be clarified
and supported more fully so it can do outbreak monitoring and be more proactive.
“The WHO is a necessary structure and
we need it to be able to lead epidemic
outbreak containment. More pandemics
will emerge and they need to have the
resources to respond to them.”
“This has been an obviously enormously important development with ramifications for every human being alive, and
we’ve been able to watch it approach
over the course of two months, which is
a lot of time to get extremely anxious,”
Patterson said.
Humphreys and Patterson also touched
on one of the non-medical impacts of
COVID-19.
“Pandemics injure societies by causing
infections and killing people . . . but they
also injure societies through other methods too,” said Patterson. “And one is the
fear, and frightened people behave badly
sometimes.”
He cited the “othering” that often
occurs, such as Jewish people being
blamed during the Black Death, ostracizing of gay people during the HIV crisis and
Sinophobia during the SARS outbreak of
2003.
“The fear becomes an injury as well,
and when people are panic shopping

at the grocery stores and emptying the
shelves of, oddly, toilet paper . . . the panic
response and the fear response becomes
part of the injury too.”
The impact of social isolation, especially for elderly people, was raised in the
discussion. Patterson asked Humphreys
about whether or not Greenwoods, a
51-bed complex care facility, would be
closed to visitors. Trying to find a “balance” is tricky, she noted, since residents
rely on regular visitors to maintain their
emotional and mental health. (On March
17, Greenwoods was closed to all but
“essential” visitors.)
Near the end of the presentation, in
response to a question about whether
Salt Spring is more or less at risk because
it is a ferry-dependent community, Patterson did make a prediction.
“I think COVID-19 is coming to Salt
Spring and when it does it doesn’t matter
[about ferry dependency].”
He characterized our vulnerability level
as “high” due to the older population
(with a mean age of 55). He said he hoped
the public health measures of social distancing, self-isolation for returning travellers and individuals with symptoms,
increased hand-washing plus cancellation
of travel plans would be embraced.
And one more prediction was offered:
“I think we could all be at home playing a
lot of Scrabble for a long time.”
Humphreys asked Patterson to provide some “key words of advice” on how
to reduce the negative impacts of the
COVID-19 situation.
“We should understand we have a difficult period coming up,” he said. “That
most of us will be OK, we will get through
it. We should be maximally kind to one
another. We should depend on and support our communities to get us through
this. And we should wash our hands every
single time we think of it and we should
think of it often.”
The video, produced by Robert Reinhardt of The Makers Multimedia on a volunteer basis, is on the Salt Spring Forum
website at www.saltspringforum.com.
Ironically, the COVID-19 event was
inserted into the forum’s regular schedule
of public events. Then when the directive
against large gatherings was issued by
the provincial government and its health
officer Dr. Bonnie Henry on March 12,
organizers switched gears and created a
virtual event instead.
Forum manager Richard Steel said as
of Monday morning the video had 2,300
views. It was also being posted on The
Tyee’s website, which would raise that
number considerably.
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hat a difference a
week makes.
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Just over a week ago some
of us may have harboured
fantasies of life as we know it not being turned
completely upside down by COVID-19. But since
the virus was declared a pandemic by the World
Health Organization on March 11 and the infection numbers in Canada and around the world
have continued to rise dramatically, chilling reality
has swiftly replaced wishful thinking.
As Dr. Kevin Patterson stated in a videotaped
Salt Spring Forum event that was posted online
Saturday, Salt Spring Island will see cases of COVID19. All we can do is try to minimize the number
and especially the number of vulnerable people
who become infected.
As Patterson also pointed out, some countries
have successfully curtailed infection rates through
aggressive testing and
isolation of infected
individuals, and strict
restrictions on gatherCOVID-19
ing and travel that are
now being implementresponse
ed in Canada and elsewhere.
The need to heed
directives to practice
We all must
distancing and to
heed directives social
wash hands with soap
and water for 20 seconds frequently cannot
be stressed enough. As well, those who are returning from travels or who are sick absolutely must
“self-isolate” for 14 days. That means limiting
exposure to people in your own home and not just
refraining from going to the grocery store.
While common Salt Spring acts like hugging,
and socializing at numerous public events and
meetings have been put aside indefinitely, one
other well-defined community characteristic will
no doubt surface instead: the predilection for
helping each other. Already, able-bodied younger
individuals are volunteering via social media to do
grocery deliveries for elders and others who may
not be able to go out. As of this writing it was not
known whether the Salt Spring Island Emergency
Program’s neighbourhood pod program could be
activated so that vulnerable individuals would be
checked on in a systematic way in areas that have
organized pods. Regardless, this is a time when
extra efforts should be made to connect with
isolated friends and family members via phone or
internet, at least.
What will things look like next week? Hopefully
not much different than today, as we all put the
pause button on normal life for the sake of our
families, friends, communities and humanity.
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All of head
the news is not bad
Head
BY LINDA STARKE

Thirty years ago I wrote
a book entitled Signs of
Hope: Working Towards
Our Common Future. It
was a follow-up to Our
Common Future, the
1987 report of the World
Commission on Environment and Development,
known as the Brundtland
Commission. My goal
was to look at the positive developments during
the three years since that
report came out. It was, of
course, a short book.
Most of the few positive
changes had to do with
the environment. Governments pledged to protect
the ozone layer. Three out
of four Americans identified themselves as environmentalists. Mayors
and ministers of energy
launched tree planting
campaigns to slow global
warming. (Yes, some people were worrying about
climate change in the
1980s.) Consumers clamored for “future-friendly”
products.
But the Brundtland
Commission brought
international attention
to the concept of sustainable development, which
it defined as meeting
“the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their

VIEWPOINT

own needs.” This is not
just about environmental
problems. The commissioners were clear on the
simultaneous importance
of ending global poverty and meeting people’s
needs today.
“A world in which
poverty and inequity are
endemic,” the Commission wrote, “will always
be prone to ecological
and other crises.” The
final chapter of my book
was entitled The Unfinished Agenda because
in 1990 the statistics on
poverty, illiteracy, the lack
of clean water, and childhood and maternal mortality around the world
were alarming.
Thirty years later the
picture looks different.
The health of the planet
is a grave concern despite
all the environmental fervour of the late 1980s, but
people’s lives have quietly, without much fanfare, improved overall. In
a recent New York Times
article, columnist Nicholas Kristof detailed some
signs of hope. Although
four per cent of children
today die by the age of
15, in 1950 that number
was 27 per cent. In 2016,

according to the World
Bank, 214 women died in
childbirth per 100,000 live
births, but in 2001 that
figure was 342 women
per 100,000 live births.
And less than 10 per cent
of the world now lives
on less than $2 a day —
the UN’s definition of
extreme poverty — while
in 1981 that figure was 42
per cent. Five decades ago
most people in the world
could not read, but 86 per
cent of adults were literate in 2015.
Kristof writes a column
about such improvements
in human development
every December because
“I fear that the news
media and the humanitarian world focus so relentlessly on the bad news
that we leave the public
believing that every trend
is going in the wrong
direction.”
Yes, in the last 30 years
climate change morphed
into a climate emergency
and then escalated into
a climate crisis. So that is
clearly the wrong direction. The agenda of sustainable development
remains unfinished, but
the lives of many of the
poorest of the 7.7 billion
people on Earth have
improved a little bit. Not
enough, but a bit. A small
hopeful sign.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Has the Canadian
government done enough
to slow the spread
Yes
of COVID-19?

Are you stocking up
to prepare for
coronavirus impacts?

No
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WE ASKED: What is your

strategy for the next few
uncertain weeks?
MALGOSIA MANN
Staying home,
doing lots of
arts and crafts
and being as
sanitary and
socially distant
as possible.

CHIP CHIPMAN
Washing
hands,
keeping
clean. Social
distancing,
absolutely.

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

LETTERS to the editor
Forget fear
Re. the “Safety Enters Harbour Walk Talk” story in last
week’s Driftwood, it saddens me to think that fear of
“behaviours” could affect our
decision about whether to
build the harbour walk when
they should only be considered
when we decide how to build
it.
It also saddens me that one
of our community leaders
believes that Ganges is “out of
control” and “steadily going
downhill.” I respect the opinion, but surely it’s only half the
story: Ganges is also getting
better. And I say “amen” to
Matt Steffich’s question, “Does
that stop us in our tracks . . . or
is it seen as something that will
improve downtown Ganges?”
I was two months old when
U.S. President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, addressing a nation
in the depths of the Great
Depression, said at his inauguration, “This great nation will
endure as it has endured, will
revive and will prosper. So first
of all . . . let me assert my firm
belief that the only thing we

have to fear is fear itself.”
Fear begets anger. Trust
begets liking. The trick is to get
the right balance in every community question.

BOB WEEDEN,
WHIMS ROAD

Leadership
In the March 4 Driftwood,
Meror Krayenhoff wrote a balanced and impressive “opinion” piece outlining six likely
outcomes of climate change for
us here on the island. I found it
helpful and encouraging.
He was able to transform
this massive and overwhelming
topic into a six-point detailed
view of how we’re all likely to
be affected right here. Then he
proceeded to offer a possible
plan, a vision of how we could
begin proactively to proceed
to make necessary changes
instead of allowing ourselves to
drift into trauma and chaos as
victims of our own neglect and
stupidity.
Clearly none of us working
alone can implement a plan such
as he suggests. It will require

“I think we could all be at home playing
a lot of Scrabble for a long time.”
DR. KEVIN PATTERSON, RE: COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

strong leadership that is able
to plan outside the box and
cut through some of the usual
bureaucratic red tape that we’re
used to. I hear Meror’s leadership potential in his article, and
am left wondering whether he is
willing to “lean in” and lead the
way, and what he needs in order
to do that for Salt Spring Island.

ELAINA HYDE-MILLS,
SALT SPRING

Wake-up call

Re: viruses: I am sad to admit
it but humanity has been in
great need of a wake-up call!
Surely to goodness we are not
that dumb to realize that things
can’t just go on like usual without consequences? To me this is
what “growth” and “evolving”
means.
It can never be “business as
usual” ever again because that
way doesn’t work for the planet Earth, which is desperately
trying to sustain us. We cannot
continue driving other species
into extinction and the cruel and
barbaric animal markets all over
the world must no longer be
allowed to continue.

Animals feel pain the same
way we do. The SARS virus originated from small civet cats being
piled on top of each other in
tiny crates before they are killed.
Many other species, some of
them in danger of extinction,
are also suffering intolerably
before they are slaughtered at
these marketplaces also. They
are an integral part of the creations here on Earth and we
need to respect them. Maybe
they are tired of feeling pain,
and we must always remain in
“awe” and be respectful of the
mystery of nature.
We have been happily and
very busily destroying every
inch of the planet for way too
long and that has to stop now.
Believe it or not, it will be very
easy to simplify our lifestyles.
The pendulum has now swung
to the other side! We need to all
get on board and get very busy
and start respecting and nurturing the Earth. We simply have no
other choice.

NIKKI KIDSON,
MALIVIEW DRIVE

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Getting serious about providing right-sized housing

SOPHIE MILLER
Gardening
and staying
home.

ROBB HULL
Staying home,
washing
my hands a
lot. We’re
stocked up but
haven’t gone
overboard.

TANGACHEE GOEBL
Self-isolating.
Personally,
I’ll be in my
garden.

“And then he asked, ‘How old are you?’”
A friend I’ll call Lucy was telling me about
a recent exchange she had with an old guy
who lives in her townhouse complex. “Well,
I guess I’m straight-laced,” Lucy continued,
“but I wasn’t raised to expect such a blunt,
I’d go so far as to say rude, question. Besides,
I didn’t really know him. So, I pulled myself
up as straight and tall as I could and I said,
‘I’ll have you know I’m going to be 97 next
month. How old are you?’”
The tables turned, his response was less
precise: “Well, I guess I’m younger than you
are.”
“Really?” Lucy shot back. “You could
have fooled me!”
Lucy and I were headed toward our cars
in the Harbour House parking lot having just
attended a briefing from the Gulf Islands
Seniors Residence Association (GISRA) about
Meadowlane, the 48-unit supportive living
residence for seniors. Perhaps you’ve heard
they’re also planning a media centre, small
library, and a variety of activity and meeting rooms. The Salt Spring Seniors Services
Society will be tenants there, and space can
also be made available to the community,
especially in emergencies such as last year’s
windstorm.
So far, 63 potential residents have cut a
cheque for $1,000 to reserve the opportunity to rent a one-bedroom residence (with
or without an office). (An additional 43 are
already on the wait list for Meadowbrook.)
“Demand is so high,” project manager Richard Walker announced, “we could build
two facilities and fill them immediately.”
If you ask me, they could probably build
three!
Let’s do the math. In 2016, Salt Spring’s
90+ crowd numbered 140; in 2021, it could
be as many as 400, the number of 85-andup islanders in 2016. Suppose, for the sake

Helen
Hinchliﬀ
AGING WITH

GRACE
of reality, that some will have died in the
meantime. It’s my guess they are probably being replaced by 85+ year-olds whose
middle-aged kids have encouraged them to
move here from somewhere else.
I can’t wait for 2021 when Statistics Canada starts providing some fresh numbers I
can use whenever I want to talk about taking care of ourselves. Because I’m not sure
anyone’s going to do it for us.
Here’s a case in point: for the past few
years, the Meadowlane folks, like the timehonoured Energizer Bunny, have been hopping through every hoop a myriad of government agencies have been tossing their
way. At long last, they’re expecting the CRD
to grant the building permit soon. Then the
officials can dig up some dirt and the builders can start hammering nails.
There’s no time like now, because this
project, slated to be the most energy-efficient Salt Spring Island has ever seen, could
take almost two years to complete. Hold
on, though! Maybe we’ll have to wait some
more anyway. It turns out there’s the not-sosmall matter of the $6.2-million federal-provincial infrastructure grant GISRA has been
hoping for. It was scheduled to have been
awarded (or not) sometime last August. But
the government called an election instead.
Catherine McKenna is the new Minister for Infrastructure and Communities,

the agency that oversees the grant money
in question. Just a couple of weeks ago,
before the current COVID-19 crisis, Elizabeth
May was figuratively camped out on the
minister’s desk, pen and application form
in hand. Elizabeth is still trying because
she knows that without that grant GISRA’s
hands are tied. The rules say if you dig so
much as one shovel-full of dirt, the chance
for the grant evaporates. I guess they figure
if you’re up and shuffling you don’t need
money after all.
Minister McKenna is “an ardent promoter
of innovation and investments in the clean
tech sector,” so the project seems a perfect
fit. Now that we’re self-isolating at home,
we have time to encourage her to grant
funds by contacting her at 613-949-1759 or
at infc.minister-ministre.infc@canada.ca.
Meanwhile, GISRA is also hoping community members will donate significant sums
toward the project in return for immortalizing their names on meeting room doors. I
hear some have already done so. Let’s hope
more step up because, generally speaking,
nonagenarians need support.
As I was walking with Lucy over to her car,
she started apologizing for having driven to
the meeting. “I live close enough to town
that I can walk,” she explained, “but I have
to admit it’s a challenge to walk back up the
hill again.”
In 2016, one-third of this island’s population was 65 or more. Of course, some are
still earning, but the Salt Spring economy
depends, perhaps more than we realize,
on the pensions and dividend cheques of
its retired population. We need right-sized
supportive housing. It’s past time to get serious about providing it.
author@HelenHinchliff.com
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Bagpiping and
balcony singing

Like many people, I have been enthralled
by the “balcony singing” phenomenon
that’s happening in Italy.
It all started a few days ago in Sienna
when the residents of a narrow street, all
of them confined to their houses because
of the COVID-19 epidemic, opened their
windows in the evening and started singing. Somebody had the presence of mind
to record it on their cell phone and post it
on YouTube.
All you can see is a completely deserted street with not a hint of human life,
except that you hear this extraordinary
choral singing coming from invisible people. The buildings amplify their voices in
a haunting, melancholy, but at the same
time vigorous and bold melody.
It comes across not only as the voice of
a community affirming its perseverance in
the face of calamity, but also as a gesture
of defiance against the brute stupidity of
a mere virus. The human soul versus DNA.
You have to love the Italians. Few other
cultures can combine the grand dramatic
gestures of opera with the truly sublime
honesty of deeply felt emotion.
I was thinking on these things on Saturday and wondering what we have to compare. In response to the Italians’ heartfelt
embrace of art and beauty, do we dare
offer a vision of people lined up at Costco
to buy toilet paper? Surely we can do better than that.
And then, as I turned out of the parking
lot at Windsor Plywood, suddenly there
was a man walking slowly up Rainbow
Road playing the bagpipes.

Who knows why he was there, where
he was going, whether there is a simple
practical explanation for me coming across
him there. But it doesn’t matter.
To me it was the answer I was looking
for.
Whether he intended it or not, his
solemn procession up the road playing
Amazing Grace (yes it’s a cliché, but so
what) was a version of balcony singing —
a gesture of hope, and of faith that art,
more than anything else, can express our
deepest humanity.

GEORGE SIPOS,
SALT SPRING

Protect workers in
community

As local residents hunker down in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, my
thoughts go to all the hard-working people who provide the services that allow us
to survive on this island.
Many of these people, because of the
nature of their work, are unable to practise the same level of social distancing as
the rest of us. Here I am thinking of anyone who works with the public — bank
tellers, grocery store clerks, hardware
staff, ferry workers, hospitality workers,
hospital staff, paramedics, police officers,
pharmacy staff and many more.
Of particular concern are reports in
many news outlets citing studies that the
virus may be spread, at least partly, by
people who are infected but have yet to
display symptoms. As of Monday, March
16, the Health Canada site states: “We are
currently investigating if the virus can be
transmitted to others if someone is not
showing symptoms. While experts believe
that it is possible, it is considered to be
rare.”
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So there is lots of conflicting information and unanswered questions from
around the world.
As receivers of all these services, might
I suggest that we, first and foremost, do
all we can to protect these workers on
whom we rely so much. This means washing our hands, coughing or sneezing into
a tissue or the crook of the elbow, and
taking all other precautions advised by
local health authorities. Especially important is staying home if we have any symptoms of a flu, cold, or the COVID-19 virus,
and keeping our distance. Do not shake
hands or talk in anyone’s face.
Finally, let’s say a big thank you to all
the people who provide these important
community services. They are true modern-day heroes.

FRANTS ATTORP,
SALT SPRING

Disabled travellers
mistreated on
ferries
The following letter was sent to B.C.
Transportation Minister Claire Trevena
and filed with the Driftwood for publication.

medical appointments in Victoria, Saanich, Duncan and Nanaimo may exit vehicles to use the washrooms or, in case of
emergency, to be evacuated.

A. JEAN ELDER,
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS PROGRAM,
SALT SPRING SENIORS SERVICES SOCIETY

Change regs for
ferry passengers
According to news reports, Transport
Canada is refusing to relax their regulation that requires all occupants of vehicles on enclosed decks of B.C. Ferries to
vacate their vehicles and mix with other
passengers for the duration of the sailing.
During the health emergency associated with the spread of the COVID-19
virus, this decision seems ludicrous.
Given the excellent safety record of
B.C. Ferries, I for one would prefer to
remain in my car over mixing with other
passengers during this outbreak. It seems
the more responsible thing to do.
I have sent an email to Marc Garneau,
our Minister of Transport, expressing my
concerns, and I encourage like-minded
ferry users to do the same.
In the meantime, I’ll be the guy huddled in my parka on the outer deck.

BILL STEWART,
SALT SPRING

We have been increasingly concerned
by the treatment accorded to disabled
passengers travelling or attempting to
travel on the Southern Gulf Islands ferries. No consideration seems to be given
by those directing the loading of vehicles
for those bearing “disabled” signage.
As a result, our drivers have found
themselves loaded so tightly into lanes
on the ferries that their disabled passengers are unable to leave the vehicle
for any purpose, including access to the
washrooms. There is no point providing
washrooms for disabled persons if vehicle
doors cannot be opened widely enough
to allow the disabled to exit. We wonder
how the disabled can be evacuated in
case of an accident.
What provisions have you made to
force open vehicle doors or hatches to
rescue passengers in case of a severe ferry
accident?
It surely cannot be beyond the management of BC Ferries to design a system
by which disabled persons travelling to

Editor’s Note: As the Driftwood was
going to press, Transport Canada relaxed
its regulations as suggested in this letter.

Transit driver
kudos
Transit drivers are the unsung heroes who
make sure we get to our destinations safely,
every single day.
On Transit Driver Appreciation Day (TDAD),
give thanks to your driver!
BC Transit, along with transit systems across
North America, will be celebrating TDAD on
Wednesday, March 18 by thanking the hardworking people who help connect our communities throughout the province.
Here on Salt Spring we will be saying thank
you to drivers and thank you to folks who use
our buses.

MYNA LEE JOHNSTONE,
COMMISSIONER,
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
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Roses
100+ sweet smelling
roses to the 100+ gritty
and generous 100+ Salt
Spring Men Who Care
for their support of
the Fulford Community
Hall. Markus Wenzel,
president
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A kitchen full of fragrant
roses from the staff and
participants of Choices Day
Programme to our “secret
Santas” for their generous
gift of a new stove. We
are so appreciative of your
generosity. Gratitude and
blessings.
Many thanks to all who
stopped and assisted fol-

Send your submissions to

newsgulfislandsdriftwood.com.
lowing our fall on the
pathway at Lower Ganges
and Atkins roads. Your
quick response and help
was very much appreciated. Laura and Lucile
Red roses from the Salt
Spring Film Festival Board
to all who made our 21st
festival such a wonderful event! Huge thanks to
our major sponsors, the
Salt Spring Foundation,
and the many other businesses, individuals and
organizations who were
so generous. The staff of
GISS are gracious hosts,
our two staff and 125
volunteers handle everything with charm and
dedication, the Social Jus-

tice Bazaar motivates us,
and the festival patrons
are passionate about
the films and the world.
Thank you all so much!
The Salt Spring Grand(m)others to Grandmothers would like to thank all
of our supporters, venues
and donors for their part
in the success of our 12th
Annual Scrabble Fundraiser. That includes the Driftwood newspaper for their
tremendous and generous help over the years.
We are rather chuffed to
have made $17,269 this
year, with more donations coming in. Thanks
to all! Oni Freeman for
the SSG2G
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ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT

Great Take-Out Options
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”

COMMUNITY ARTS

Planned local arts events evaporate
ArtSpring’s March events
cancelled
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

ArtSpring has cancelled performances and
events it had planned to offer for the rest of
this month, and local choirs, theatre groups
and galleries are also choosing to put scheduled events on hold to help prevent transmission of COVID-19.
“The safety of our patrons, artists, and staff
is of utmost importance to us at ArtSpring. We
are closely monitoring developments around
COVID-19 and following the Public Health
Agency of Canada and HealthLink BC for recommendations, guidance, and direction,” a
statement from ArtSpring explained.

The screening of Der Fliegende Holländer
scheduled for Saturday was the first to go
from the ArtSpring calendar as the Metropolitan Opera in New York cancelled its
performances through March. ArtSpring also
decided not to hold a four-day choral festival
workshop and concert set for March 19-22
due to concerns of close contact between
participants, and cancelled the fourth annual
Celebrate the Arts day on March 28 for the
same reason.
These events were all closed after the province limited public gatherings to 250 people.
More information about ArtSpring’s plans
for April is expected to come soon, now that
events have been limited to no more than 50
people.
Two Mahon Hall events have been cancelled for now: Theatre Alive’s staged reading

of Gently Down the Stream, set for tonight
(March 18), and the March 27 Lasqueti Island
The Lasqueti Island Tsk Tsk Revue.
Moby’s entertainment is suspended until
further notice, meaning no trivia, bingo or
live music.
Other performances that will not go ahead
for now include Bach on the Rock’s concert
planned for April 4. Gulf Islands Secondary
School will not have the chance to defend its
title at the National Improv Games in Ottawa
as the week-long event, scheduled for May,
has also been cancelled.
Salt Spring Gallery has closed its doors and
cancelled all shows until mid April. An exhibit
by artist-in-residence Claudia Wiholt had
been scheduled for the coming week. Stay
tuned for more information about events
planned for next month.

READING

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring author Chris Humprheys
has reason to repeat the old proverb
“It’s an ill wind that blows no good,”
and not just because historical fiction
is one of his favourite genres.
Humprheys’ novel Plague, first published in 2014, has recently surged
to the top of the list in Kindle sales,
reaching number one in medical fiction and number three in historical
mysteries.
On Saturday he said the Kindle version of the book had sold 700 copies
in 24 hours.
Plague won the Best Novel prize in

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

DS
GULF ISLAN

If you have information
on any of our streets,
please
contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwood
gimedia.com

the 2015 Arthur Ellis Awards for Crime
Writing, awarded annually by the
Crime Writers of Canada. The story
is set in 1665’s plague-ridden London and is anchored by an odd-fellow
team of characters in a thief taker and
his quarry, a disenfranchised noble
turned highwayman.
Humphreys’ fun crime fiction clearly
has much historical interest regarding how societies have dealt with the
worst pandemics of the past.
He charts religious fanaticism at its
most crazed level and the restoration
of the monarchy with Charles II. He
even touches on the difficult path of
the earliest stage actresses and provides a glimpse into the notorious
Newgate Prison.
Those who enjoy Plague will no
doubt wish to read the follow-up
story called Fire, set in the following
disastrous year for London in 1666.

SHAKESPEARE’S
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
ROMEO & JULIET
FRI
& NOV
SAT APR
SAT
9 3&4
7:30PM

10AM

$25 Adult
$22/$19
$15
Youth Senior

rtSpringPresents

artspring.ca

MAR. 18, 2020

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW!

Humphreys’ Plague sees COVID benefit
Local author’s historical
novel sales surge with
contemporary outbreak

PUCCINI

gulfislandstourism.com

An informative, glossy, digest size
magazine plus website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com
Plague by local author Chris
Humphreys has topped Kindle’s
best-seller lists.

Contact the Driftwood for more information

250 537 9933

SALT SPRING CHIROPRACTIC
DR. LIBBY BARLOW • DR. ALDA BLANES
TEMPORARY OFFICE CLOSURE
RE: COVID-19
Please note that out of a concern for the health and
wellbeing of our community and to be in line with
recommendations from both the Federal and Provincial
Ministers of Health with respect to minimizing
community transmission of the Covid-19 virus by virtue
of social distancing, we are temporarily closing our
respective practices as of Wednesday, March 18, 2020.
While the situation is fluid, it is expected that Dr. Blanes
will return to the office on April 1, 2020 and Dr. Barlow
on April 3, 2020. We will each be in touch with our
current patients to confirm dates as well as replying
to any phone messages left for us. Dr. Blanes can be
reached at 250-537-8875; Dr. Barlow at 250-537-4142.
If someone feels the necessity to be seen before we
reopen you may contact us and we can discuss the
situation however, we will not be scheduling multiple
patient visits until we deem it safe to do so.
Please look after yourselves, neighbours and community.
Until then…be well.

FOR ALL
OF LIFE’S
RALLIES
2020 SUBARU
FORESTER TOURING
NOW

WAS $35,620
+ $1,000 IN-STOCK SAVINGS
+ $1,000 SUBARU SAVINGS

33,620

$

Includes Freight & PDI

LEASE FROM

$

FOR 48 MONTHS
AT 1.99%
WITH $0 DOWN

MONTHLY PLUS TAXES

LEV $14,949 PLUS TAXES

446

INCLUDES 1% AUTO SHOW RATE REDUCTION
JPSubaruVictoria.com | 1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC | 250-474-2211
Limited time lease and finance offers available from Subaru Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. Prices include freight & PDI. Documentation fee ($395), tire levy ($25), air conditioning fee ($100), taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Lease example based on annual
km limit of 20,000 km with excess km charge of $0.10/km. First monthly payment and security deposit plus GST and PST on first payment are due at lease inception. Reference: Model #LJ2TP. Stock #20192. Offers valid until March 31, 2020 or while supplies last. Some conditions may
apply. Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. ‡For more details, visit www.iihs.org/ratings. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete
details. Dealer #40319.
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EXHIBITIONS

Will Millar paints window into Ireland’s past
Irish Rover’s art
featured at Gallery 8
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Gallery 8‘s now-annual St.
Patrick’s Day celebration was
offered on Friday, in perhaps
one of the last such social gatherings to be seen on the island
for some time.
The moment of levity and
hint of greener pastures came
to Salt Spring thanks to Will
Millar, the Irish Rovers founder
who now spends most of his
time painting at his Cowichan
Valley farmhouse/studio. Millar
and musical friends The Islanders performed for the opening
of his solo art show, which continues upstairs through March
25.
Those who have seen Millar’s
work in the past will be familiar
with his colourful style and regular theme, which is the Ireland
he knew as a child. The show
itself will be new to viewers,
though, consisting mainly of
previously unseen pieces created over the past two years.
“Ireland today has greatly
changed but the Ireland of my
youth was a colourful place,”
Millar said during a previous
visit to the island.
“There were gypsies on the
back roads with painted wagons, raggedy kids and dogs.
Every town had horse fairs and
country markets with cattle,
sheep and wonderful characters. Moonshine men, itinerant
musicians and ballad singers in
old pubs: I remember it all vividly and very fondly.”
While those elements all have
their roots in a real past, the
scenes that Millar puts together are from his own imagination and may unite different
elements. For example, a stir-

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Artist and musician Will Millar, centre, performs with friends Bronwen Young
and Wayne Finucan from The Islanders during an art opening and St. Patrick’s
Day celebration at Gallery 8 on Friday.
ring depiction of a black and
white Percheron horse galloping past a ruined castle atop
seaside cliffs brings together
fond memories of playing in
that very castle as a youngster,
and the farm where the horses
were raised nearby.
Many of the paintings have
an element of the humour for
which the Irish are well known,
and of which Millar enjoys a
great share. One of his personal
favourites in the current show is
Donnybrook Pub. For those who
haven’t heard the term through
its transference to the sports
world, a “donnybrook” has
come to mean any big melée. It
originates from the historic pub
in question, where people once
went specifically to have fights.
Cheeky takes on religious
art that further reveal Millar’s
warm humour include Murphy’s
Last Supper, where a long table
of “reprobates” have a com-

pletely liquid dinner at the local
pub.
A Gypsy Nativity poses
Madonna and child in front of
a stone stable with thatched
roof, with a cheerfully painted
gypsy caravan poking up from
behind a stone wall. The visiting shepherds all wear flat wool
caps — and one white-bearded
fellow holding a lamb has more
than a passing resemblance to
the artist, who is himself often
seen in such headgear.
For those who missed being
treated to Millar’s charming
company last Friday, he has proposed coming back to the island
after the current health crisis
has passed to give a talk called
The Joy of Art. He said the event
would encourage people to
pick up a pencil or a paintbrush
themselves, with a little philosophy and humour thrown in as
well. Until then, his work offers
an excellent source of positivity.

Section of A Gypsy Nativity, with a shepherd strongly resembling artist
Will Millar seen at top right.

Drinking Mates — one of Millar’s favourite new pieces.

healthy LIFESTYLE

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

Weekly Classes
Rejuventating Retreats
SSI - Tofino - Tuscany - Bali

MEDICATION REVIEW SERVICES
NOW MORE THAN EVER, BRITISH COLUMBIANS ARE
TAKING CONTROL OF THEIR HEALTH BY TALKING TO
THEIR COMMUNITY PHARMACIST. Your pharmacist is a
medication expert that can help you better understand
your medications. Accessible and convenient, your
pharmacist is available to help you with a variety of
clinical pharmacy services, such as Medication Review
Services and more.
If you have been prescribed at least five medications
in the last six months and you are a BC resident
with a valid BC Services Card, you may benefit from
Medication Review Services. The aim of the service
is to help British Columbians better understand their
medications. When you understand your medications –
from why you are taking them, when to take them, and
how to best take them – you make informed decisions
and have greater ownership of your overall health.

Pharmacists have been delivering Medication
Reviews since April 2011. The service provides you
with a one-on-one consultation with your pharmacist
in a semi-private area of the pharmacy to discuss your
prescription medications, as well as any over-thecounter meds, vitamins and natural health products you
may also be taking (These are not included in the five
medications required for eligibility). Your pharmacist
will also provide you with a Best Possible Medication
History, a form that lists all of your medications. You can
use this form as a reminder to take your medications
or share it with your family doctor or other health-care
professional.

250-537-7675

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Free prescription delivery Monday - Friday

Next Customer Appreciation Day is
Monday, March 30 - see you there!
LIVE

WELL

WITH

SALT SPRING
250-537-5534 • 104 Lower Ganges Rd.
OPEN MON.-SAT, 8:30-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5
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• Star of the Week
• Remember When
• Where is This?

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

MUSIC EDUCATION

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

CALL GAIL OR ELIZABETH
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING
2505379933

Kids meet ‘moptops’ at library
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!
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proposal.
Ruby is a timid 8 month
“The intention is to bring
old long haired black
kids into the public library and
beauty who is learning to
to show that libraries are not
be social with humans.
just about books,” said MagShe is currently in foster
nusson.
learning how to live
The program also exposes
indoors and is looking for
the young audience to live peran understanding home to
formances, which not all youth
continue her trust skills.
If you have
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on
any
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our streets,
Jacquest, who of
graduated
please
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contact
from Gulf Islandsplease
Secondary
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at:
School in 1988, is a lifelong
250-537-9933
or
250-537-9933
Beatles fan. He created
theor
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
annual Let it Beatle concert
series at the Tree House Cafe
and is the primary force behind
the island’s Wannabeatles band
that plays at various venues. He
has performed as a solo artist
for decades, as well as in duos
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
and large groups.
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239
About the Beatles in the
Library project, Jacquest said,
Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years
“Of course I loved it and I think
I learned as much as the kids.”

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI

D.W. Salty is looking for material for
D.W. Sa
his column,
Subject Property Address: 315 Robinson Road, SSI

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Salt Spring Island musician and Beatles aficionado David Jacquest performs for Salt Spring
Island Middle School students in the library’s program room last Thursday. The event was part
of a Music in the Library series put on by the library thanks to a Salt Spring Foundation grant.

Music history lesson
shared with students
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

Salt Spring’s public library was rocking last Thursday when island musician
David Jacquest brought his Beatles at
the Library show to the program room.
“It’s been a hard day’s night, and I’ve
been working like a dog,” sang Jacquest
with gusto. “It’s been a hard day’s night,
I should be sleeping like a log.”
While plenty of adults were drawn to
the music as they walked through the
library foyer, Jacquest was performing
for French Immersion students from Salt
Spring Island Middle School in one of
three different presentations. A Phoenix
school class also attended one session.
People of a certain age can probably name all of the band members and
sing numerous Beatles songs by heart,
and will likely still have some records.
While the SIMS kids attending the second session had definitely heard of the
Beatles, they were much less knowledgable about the musicians, their songs,
cultural impact and legacy when they
took their seats in the room.
But by the end of the 45-minute presentation, students had learned that
the Beatles were at first dubbed “mop
tops” because of their radical hair styles;
they had been exposed to a Liverpudlian
accent and voices of all four band members as enunciated by a well-practised
Jacquest; and saw famous Beatles vinyl
record covers and memorabilia.

They also heard a representative sampling of Beatles repertoire using three
different guitars — from Hard Day’s
Night to Help! to Eleanor Rigby and
Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds — that
illustrated the band’s evolution and
the individual members’ compositional
styles. Jacquest explained how the first
incarnation of the 1965 hit Yesterday
used the words “scrambled eggs,” adding that it is also considered the most
covered song of all time, with more than
2,200 versions recorded.
“It was interesting and cool to learn
about the Beatles (like a music history
lesson),” wrote one student in an evaluation about the event.
Giving a nod to present-day hit movies,
Jacquest made a connection between
the White Album song called Rocky Raccoon, with a character by that name in
the movie Guardians of the Galaxy.
At the end of the session one student asked: “Why are they called the
Beatles?”
Jacquest replied that the Beatles loved
Buddy Holly and the Crickets, so chose
an insect for their name as well, but
changed the double-e in “beetle” to an
“e-a.” The kids easily fi gured out the
rationale for the vowel switch.
Retired teacher Debbie Magnusson is the initiator of the Music in the
Library program. The idea grew from
her attempts last year to book gigs for
a musician and music historian named
Jeff Warner, who had often played for
children in libraries.
Nikki McCarvill, the children’s librarian
at the time, really liked the idea and the

Streets of Salt Spring
Island
Parcel
Identifier Number: 023-975-377
If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Application: SS-TUP-2020.1

USE
Have TEMPORARY
PERMIT NOTIFICATION
Your
Say
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
will consider a resolution to issue a Temporary Use Permit for the subject
property.

When:

Tuesday,
March 24, 2020
12:00 p.m.

The purpose of this Temporary Use Permit is to allow the following uses:
• Restaurants with outdoor seating (ex. food carts);
• Use of land or structures for recreational, social, charitable,
educational, artistic, and cultural activities and commercial uses and
open to the public (ex. community hall uses); and
• Entertainment uses requiring the amplification of music. Amplification
is defined as the use of electronic devices to increase the volume or
strength of sound (ex. concerts).

Where:

Hart Bradley Memorial
Hall (Lions Hall): 103
Bonnet Avenue, SSI

Who should attend?

Anyone affected by
the application.

Enquiries?

Geordie Gordon,
Planner 1

250-537-9144
Written submissions are
welcome and can be emailed to:

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca
or, mailed or dropped off at the
Islands Trust office by Monday,
March 23, 2020.
Written comments made in
response to this notice will be
available for public review.

How do I get more information?
A copy of the staff report and proposed permit will be available online
after Wednesday, March 18, 2020 on the Current Application webpage:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIapplications
or, at the Islands Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring
Island, BC V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
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what’s on this week
THIS WEEK’S

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com
TIP OF THE WEEK:

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

Spring will appear to arrive early this year due to this being a Leap Year. Otherwise, it is exactly on time. Devices used
to measure celestial cycles are imperfect, yet the Gregorian Calendar is certainly sophisticated and is the most accurate
measure of the Sunlight/Earth relationship ever devised. This is very important in Western Astrology. Astrologically, the
planetary configuration at the exact moment of the equinox is the real takeaway. Mars and Jupiter exactly conjunct,
Saturn at the critical 29th degree, Pluto and the Lunar South Node all in Capricorn suggests major power plays by
governments... The waning Moon in Aquarius indicates a full range of emotional reactions from the public from complete obedience to militant survivalism probably linked to media activated over-imagination and excessive reaction.
So, as will be expected given the current status of the world linked to the Covid19 virus, spring 2020 will be eventful
and dramatic. All of this was generally predicted by astrologers because this year truly marks the birth of a new era.
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Discerning what you truly need
and want to feel secure continues.
In part due to social realities, you
are that much more determined to
assert strategic measures. You will
go bigger than you have previously
and your actions will probably
prove pragmatic. Your estimates will
include both what you can share or
trade and what you may need from
others.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
Mars conjunct Jupiter will prove to
manifest as a veritable militancy
within you. Because you probably
can, you may push harder than others
and even more than you might have
imagined. The intent behind and
especially how you will push is the
other important question. Positively,
you will harness this energy and push
through any of your own limiting
attitudes and any unhealthy habits.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
You are well into the third period
of a deep and powerful cycle of
change in your life that may even be
understood to be metamorphic and
transformational. You may have to
step back to see this clearly. It began
in late 2017. Since then, the process
has deepened and accelerated.
Positively, you feel liberated from
prior restrictions.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Big changes on relationship fronts are
underway. These could prove quite
advantageous and synchronize with
professional advancement. At worst,
you could become overly controlling
of others. Entering into a training
period is a distinct possibility. In any
case, you are committed to increasing
your powerful potential and social
leverage.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
As with the spring thaw, the water
is rising and the current is flowing
increasingly faster. This momentum
will continue over the coming weeks.
A learning curve process is indicated
as well and it could prove to be
progressively steeper. These studies
and training will probably include a
variety of subjects so you will need to
respond with heightened discipline
and focus.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
A deep dive into a process of change
is now underway. Positively, it does
come with a heightened sense of
creativity. Study and research are also
implied. Also featured is a heightened
sensitivity to beauty, color, and
texture. This could well manifest as
the activation of springtime arousal.
Whether for love, business or purely
for pleasure, all your sense levers are
on high.
Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
The hefty Capricorn factor currently
underway could be weighing you
down. It is activating an impulse to
dig deep to overcome your fears.
Some of these could, of course, be
stirred by all the reactive drama
on the world stage. In any case,
deciphering your best direction is part
of this plot yet, while possible, it is
unlikely that you will be ‘going back’.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Do you feel the power? If not, it
is because you are undergoing
something of a rebirthing process. It
could take until the Moon’s North Node
enters Gemini in early may before you
feel it more fully. Yet, the process itself
should be providing you with some
sneak peeks of it. Learning to truly own
it will also take some time so focus to
be patient with the process.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Well, the retreat period is over.
Hopefully, you were able to take full
advantage of it. Now you are back in
the game and your ambition and drive
are in high gear. Yet, you still have to
pay your dues. What this involves is
subject to the specifics of your situation
so perhaps take some time to reflect
upon it. Somehow, it will lead you to
new thoughts and associations.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Captain Capricorn at the helm is
causing people to salute at full
attention. This solid and stoic posture
of power can prove very reassuring. Of
course, there are always many sides
to the story. In any case, you may be
feeling your strength and authority
these days and are determined to
exercise it. The good news: life does
not judge. The fine print: life does
teach by karmic returns.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
This is not simply the dawning of the
Age of Aquarius, the Sun is already
up. Especially now with it in Aries,
you will feel the sap of spring running
fast in your system alright. This will
prove especially true when Mars
enters your sign on March 30th. In
the meantime, focus on breaking
through inner resistances and focus
to maintain your balance despite the
shifting sands underfoot.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
You are usually quick out of the
gates when spring arrives. This will
not prove entirely true this year.
But, you will probably catch-up
when Mercury enters Aries on Good
Friday. Like a bunny outrunning the
fox, you may even surprise yourself
with your adrenal burst and clever
maneuvering. You will also be focused
to collect carrots along the way.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Bond villain Mikkelsen
5. A team’s best pitcher
8. French river
12. Mountain nymph (Greek)
14. City of Angels airport
15. Military force
16. Scrawny
18. Value
19. One billionth of a second
(abbr.)
20. Highly seasoned sausage
21. Trouble
22. Prong
23. Showing varying colors
26. Cloaked
30. Renters sign one
31. Acquires
32. Type of language (abbr.)
33. Partner to pains
34. Third portion of the small
intestine
39. Excessively theatrical actor
42. Infraction
44. Classical music for the stage
46. Slogged
47. One who terminates
49. Breakfast is an important
one
50. Moved earth
51. Medical procedures
56. Genus of clams
57. Not well
58. Comparative figure of
speech
59. Covered thinly with gold
60. Principle underlying the
universe
61. A parent’s sisters
62. Professional engineering
group
63. Coniferous tree
64. Impudence
CLUES DOWN
1. Female parents
2. Region
3. Transaction
4. Heroic tale
5. Of algae
6. Luminous intensity unit
7. Uncovers
8. French commune name
9. Poisonous gas
10. Pearl Jam’s bassist
11. Horse groom in India
13. Destroyed
17. A way to alter

EXHIBITIONS
• a er presents Saint atri k s S rin
e ebration - The rt of Wi
i ar
Toast to
re an through to March 25.

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

24. Promotional materials
25. American state
26. Extinct flightless bird of New
Zealand
27. “Modern Family” network
28. Last or greatest in an
indefinitely large series
29. Exercise system __-bo
35. Type of bulb
36. Opposite of beginning
37. Utilize
38. Type of student
40. Deficiency of moisture
41. Areas of the eye
42. Select
43. Sheets of floating ice
44. Priests who act as mediums
45. Roof of the mouth
47. Unnatural
48. Illuminated
49. There are three famous ones
52. Large, fast Australian birds
53. “Dracula” heroine Harker
54. Subsititutes (abbr.)
55. Tax

What’s not happening . . . .
Driftwood readers will notice the lack of a What’s On
calendar this week. That’s because most public events have
been cancelled and those that have not been cancelled by
Driftwood press time could be cancelled at the last minute
due to the constantly changing COVID-19 situation. Readers
should check with entertainment spots to confirm what’s
happening there on a given night or day, or confirm if
scheduled meetings will occur.
Most art galleries and exhibition spaces remained open to
the public as of presstime. See our usual Exhibitions list below.

What’s On - the go!

With most public events cancelled or postponed, the
Driftwood itself will be challenged in coming weeks. Please
feel more free than usual to send us your letters to the editor,
longer opinion pieces, Rants & Roses, photos, experiences of
how you are coping with COVID-19 and any story ideas that
can be pursued without face-to-face contact.
Please send your submissions and ideas to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com, call editor Gail Sjuberg
at 250-537-9933, extension 210, or send us a message on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.
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SALT SPRING LIBRARY

Library urges online resource use
Most organized programs
cancelled but facility
remains open
The library has postponed most of its
programs for the month of March.
A press release from chief librarian Karen Hudson issued Friday said
the decision was made after the Lady
Minto Hospital Medical Staff Association recommended cancellation of all
regular gatherings and meetings. A
number of special events for kids and
families during spring break had been
scheduled in the program room.
Weekly one-on-one tech tutoring
sessions with Peter Freeman and Conrad Koke, and StoryWalk, a self-led
program that occurs outdoors and is
set for Friday, March 20, are the only
scheduled activities on the March calendar still occurring.
The library itself remains open as
of Monday, but people are advised to
check the library’s website at saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/, its Facebook page,
or phone 250-537-4666 for the latest
information.
“We hold the health and safety of
our staff and patrons as our highest priority,” said Hudson. “We will continue
to monitor the situation and will post
updates. As preventative measures,
the library has undertaken steps to
increase safety for patrons, and staff
and members of the public are actively
encouraged to frequently wash their
hands with soap and water for at least
20 seconds, especially after any contact

WHEN
Five years ago
The Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission hosted a much-anticipated preview of what
the Ganges boardwalk project could evolve into
during its regular business meeting. The presentation outlined the many possibilities the project
could offer, with the vision growing far beyond
a mere plank and piling extension of the current structure. The concept covered from where
the boardwalk currently ends at Rotary Park
to Peck’s Cove at the head of Ganges Harbour,
where it would connect with the Harbour’s End
pathway then under construction.

SSLIBRARY WEBSITE

Screen shot of Salt Spring Public Library website link to Hoopla, the free source for
ebooks, movies and TV shows accessible online.
with a public surface, and to stay home
if sick.”
Hudson recommends that people
explore the library’s website to access
great free resources. Those include:
• For ebooks, movies and TV shows,
check out Hoopla. “An enormous
selection, plus no waitlists, immediate
access to all titles,” states the library. “If
you’ve got a hot title in mind, try OverDrive & Libby. OverDrive is the program
for computers, Libby is the App-version
for devices. The platform offers more
than two million digital titles from over
5,000 publishers.”
• Another interesting option Open
Library; this resource offers free access
to 1.7 million scanned versions of
books, and links to external sources.

NATURE

Hummers return
March 9 is first Salt Spring
sighting
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

Rufous hummingbirds have returned to Salt
Spring feeders for the season.
The first report came from Daphne Taylor on
South Road in Fulford, where two male rufous
were spotted at her feeder on March 9, followed
by a female on March 12.
Leanne Gallagher of Garner Road also reported a March 10 female rufous sighting to the
Garden-Variety Hummingbirds of Salt Spring
Island Facebook page.
Jean Brouard had his first male rufous appear
at his Roland Road property on the morning of
March 14.
People are encouraged to share first sightings
information on the local Facebook page and/or
the www.hummingbirdcentral.com spring 2020
migration map.
“In 2019, we received over 10,000 ‘first sighting reports,’” the HUmmingbird Central website
states. “The map has now been viewed over
6,900,000 times during the six years we have
monitored the hummingbird migration!”
Brouard also said he has about two dozen or
so year-round resident Anna’s hummingbirds at
his feeders.
“These are a motley collection of juveniles,
still with baby down on their bellies and thighs,
adult males in full breeding plumage, and the
occasional but infrequent gravid female with a
noticeable fat belly.”
Brouard’s wife Sally John also saw the first
turkey vultures of the year in Fulford Harbour
on March 3.

• To read some magazines without
buying them, try RBdigital Magazines
– Offers full text and full images from
200 popular magazines. They can be
read on a computer or downloaded via
the RB Digital app.
• For edgy independent lm, RBdigital Indieflix is a good option. This
streaming movie collection of 8,000
titles provides unlimited access to
award-winning independent shorts,
feature lms, classic TV and international documentaries from 85 countries. Search or browse the collection
by: country, film festival or language.
• RBdigital Audiobooks Recorded
Books is the largest independent publisher of audiobooks, with a catalogue
of over 35,000 exclusive titles.

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF NOMINATION
TWO TRUSTEES
Notice is hereby given to the owners of land within the Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District that nominations for two trustees will be received between:
9:00 a.m. Monday March 16th, 2020
and 4:00 p.m. Friday March 27th, 2020
During which period the nomination documents shall only be received during
the office hours of Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the
Ganges Fire Hall, 105 Lower Ganges Road, or arrangements may be made to file
nomination documents by phoning Anthony (Tony) Kennedy at (250) 537-8815.
The Trustee positions are for a three-year term commencing at the end of the
Annual General Meeting to be held on April 27th, 2020 and terminating at the end
of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the year 2023.
The Election to be held on Monday, April 27th, 2020 at the Ganges Fire Hall, 105
Lower Ganges Road from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Advance Voting will be held at the
Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue on Wednesday, April
22nd, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Only persons who are qualified electors
of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District may hold the office of Trustee.
Qualified candidates must be nominated by two duly qualified electors of the Salt
Spring Island Fire Protection District. Nomination forms may be obtained at the
Ganges Fire Hall or from Anthony (Tony) Kennedy, Returning Officer (250) 537-8815.
Those persons eligible to vote at this election will have the following
qualifications:
1. Be a Canadian Citizen
2. Be eighteen years of age or older
3. Be a resident in the Province of British Columbia for at least six months
prior to the election day
4. Be an owner of land located within the boundaries of the Salt Spring
Island Fire Protection District
5. One vote is also allowed for each board or corporation that owns land
within the Fire Protection District. The Board or Corporation must designate
one person in writing to act as an authorized agent to vote on its behalf.
If more than one person is registered on title as an owner of land, then
all the owners may vote providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No
person may vote more than once with the exception that they may vote as an
authorized agent and personally if they own land on a personal basis.
Dated at Salt Spring Island, B.C.
Anthony (Tony) Kennedy
this 26th day of February 2020
Returning Officer

4x6.5” - march 11 and 18 DW & Extra

Ten years ago
The owner of Gulf Islands Wireless said getting
customers to pay their outstanding invoices is the
only way the company could get service restored.
Shaw Communications severed its connection to
Gulf Islands Wireless and the company’s 200 customers as a result of an outstanding bill for more
than $24,000. Company owner Bill Wadsworth
said the debt accumulated over the past year as
a minority of his clients exceeded their maximum
monthly data-transfer allowance.

Twenty years ago
Barring a miracle, a CUPE strike was to shut
down Gulf Islands public schools. CUPE locals in
many B.C. districts gave notice March 15 that a
strike would occur March 27 if bargaining was
not finalized by that date. Yvonne Fee, local
CUPE president, said there was no way to avoid
the strike unless the provincial government intervened.

Thirty years ago
Weldwood Canada was to begin logging its
300 hectares on Mount Bruce on Salt Spring in
April, the company’s forestry manager Sandy
Gray announced. Gray maintained the logged
areas, in strips, would not be too visible because
of the topography of the land. The Islands Watch
Society disagreed, saying “from Lee’s Hill and
Mount Maxwell [the visual impact] would be
significant.”

Forty years ago
Fernwood School was another step closer to a
French Immersion program after winning the support of the Gulf Islands School Board’s education
committee. The committee chairperson told his
fellow trustees that the immersion method was
the best way to teach French and that Fernwood
Elementary School was the best place to implement the program.

Sixty years ago
The first issue of the Driftwood, a weekly newspaper to come out every Thursday in Ganges, was
published on March 24. Originally, the Driftwood
was to be delivered through the mail system to
every home on Salt Spring for free. “We hope for
three things: that you will like DRIFTWOOD, that
we improve with each successive issue, and that
we can be of service to Salt Spring and the Gulf
Islands,” read the front page of the issue. The
paper was published then by the Fisher family,
who promised to never use the paper as a “privileged pulpit” and would attempt at all times to
show both sides of controversy equally. Also on
the front page was news of a fire on the north
end of the island with the headline: “Fulford
Fire Truck Beats Ganges’ Truck to Fire at St. Mary
Lake.”
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DEREK R. WILKINSON
June 28, 1954 - March 4, 2020

Derek lived a good, rich life, and
passed away surrounded by love,
music and family.
Born in New Denver, BC to
delighted parents Tom and Bette
Wilkinson, Derek was a cherished
little brother to Gail. His early
memories included living in
England before the family returned
to BC, built a home in Tsawwassen
and welcomed his little sister Kim.
He started learning guitar at age 9, and continued to
make and appreciate music throughout his life.
During high school his family moved to Port Alberni.
Derek’s first summer jobs were in fish camps and on firesuppression crews. He completed a Bachelor’s degree in
Philosophy at UBC, later trained as a Forest Technician,
and hired on with the BC Forest Service. He met Jean
Wallace in 1983 at Gail’s house-warming party; they
fell in love and were married the next year. Together
they renovated their home, created a garden, and built
a strong network of friends in Squamish. After traveling
in Great Britain and Hawaii, they celebrated the birth
of their son Sean in 1987. On top of being a fullyengaged and involved father, Derek commuted to SFU
to earn a B.Sc. in Computer Systems, and returned to
the Squamish Forest Service office to provide systems
support, training, analysis and trouble-shooting. In 1991
daughter Kayli was born, bringing even more joy into
the family.
Derek loved being a dad, and sharing day-to-day
enjoyment of nature, music, gardening, board-games,
movies, soccer and charades made for a fun and active
family life. Frequent adventures included camping,
cross-country skiing, Peace marches, kayaking, roadtrips through Canada and Western US, snorkeling and
exploring warm destinations on spring vacations, and a
summer travelling in Northern Europe together. Derek
also maintained close ties to his parents, sisters and inlaws, regularly visiting and spending special times with
them.
After retiring in 2009, he and Jean fulfilled another
dream by moving to Salt Spring and happily settling into
this special place. Derek thoroughly enjoyed having more
time to read, kayak, play guitar, compose music, build and
fix things, garden, cook, pursue photography, volunteer at
Folk Club, Xwaaqw’um and other gatherings, and meet
new friends. Other favourite pursuits included winter
travels through Costa Rica, Nicaragua, California, Cuba,
Guatemala, Belize and Hawaii, and summer camping
trips in the Yukon and throughout BC.
Derek was a kind, strong, quiet man with an
intelligent and discerning outlook. He was a very caring,
supportive husband who cherished his family and valued
his connections to friends and community. He was
always learning and thinking, and supported many
environmental and social justice causes.
Derek leaves his loving family: wife Jean, son Sean
(& Emily), daughter Kayli (& Adam), sister Gail (&
Dave) Morton, sister-in-law Ruth (& Brian) Menegozzo,
nephews Cedar and Brant, nieces Brooke and Renatta,
several cousins, many close friends, and numerous others
whose lives he touched in various ways. We’ll always
remember his engaging sense of humour, gentle teasing,
warm hugs and grins.
Throughout his life Derek faced various health
challenges with courage and refused to let them define
him. Our deep and sincere thanks go to all the ambulance
and medical personnel who provided such compassionate
and professional care to him when needed.
We also wish to express our lasting gratitude to
everyone who was part of Derek’s life, and to all who
have so freely offered their support and condolences on
his death. Our hearts are heavy with his sudden passing,
but Derek gave us so many wonderful times together and
a lifetime of good memories. His love still surrounds and
sustains us.
A celebration of Derek’s life will be held on June 28 at
Beaver Point Hall on Salt Spring Island. Donations in
his memory may be made to the Land Conservancy of
BC (conservancy.bc.ca).
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PETER BRODIE
May 19, 1922 - March 4, 2020
Peter Brodie passed away
peacefully at home with daughters
Dawn and Robin and his devoted
dog Ryder by his side. He was
predeceased by his wife Betty in
2017 and his son Scott in 2019.
Peter was so pleased when he got
the right answer on his favourite
show “Jeopardy”.
Peter was born in Big Valley, Alberta and spent his
childhood and school years in Calgary. He met his
lifelong best friend Betty at Banff Springs Hotel in
1941 where they both held summer jobs. Their early
courtship got off to a rocky start with Peter trying
hard to make a good impression. He took Betty on
a tandem bike ride on a freshly tarred road only to
look back to see her covered in oil splatters on her new
suit! Other misadventures did not deter them from a
wonderful married life for 75 years.
Peter was a WWII Veteran. He joined the RCAF
with sights on becoming a pilot but colour blindness
steered him to became an aircraft engine technician
where he worked extensively on helicopters. Search
and Rescue missions took him to remote areas across
Canada. Peter and Betty made several moves to air
bases across Canada from Moncton to Winnipeg. Now
with five children they bought a summer cottage “The
Rainbow Ridge”, an acreage with 5 ponies! We were
the envy of the air base. Their lifelong love of nature
and wildlife was instilled in all the children who often
and quite regularly brought home injured birds, stray
cats and dogs. Peter was often the “neighbourhood
dad” who organized outings for the local kids. He was
a whiz in the repair and maintenance department and
had tools for every need.
Retirement in 1968 from the Air force in Moose
Jaw took Peter and family to Vernon, BC for a career
in the optical business. With a menagerie of 6 horses,
cats, dogs and 2 chickens Peter and Betty created a
stunning garden where they grew 2 tons of raspberries
a year, vegetables and variety of fruit on their 7 acres.
They formed many friendships through hiking
the Great Divide, canoeing Bowron Lakes, crosscountry skiing, the Vernon Naturalist Club and many
adventurous trips to Britain.
They moved to beautiful Salt Spring Island in 1988,
where they established a lovely home and garden and
became active members of the Scottish Country
dancing group and Garden Club. Peter became a
Fickle Fingers Golf member for years. His winemaking abilities was appreciated at many SSI events.
How we all loved his superb home-made bread! Peter
spent years as a Senior For Seniors scheduler and
driver. Peter and Betty walked the Channel Ridge
trails always with a dog by their side. In 2014 the
family installed a bench “Rest and be Thankful” in
their honour for all to enjoy. The bench has been a
special place to toast past friends with happy hour sips
and celebrations.
Peter leaves behind his family who loved him
dearly: daughters, Jill, Joanne (Jack), Robin (John),
Dawn, grandsons Stephen (Renee), Jody (Sa), Wes
(Amy), great grandchildren, Lucy, Pippa, Georgia,
Betsy, Reese and Cade.
Support from his family, Dr. Ryan, Home Care
and Community Nursing were wonderful in their
support for Peter to stay in his home until the end.
Meals-on-Wheels were committed and faithful in
their deliveries each day and always had a cheerful
word and a dog treat for Ryder. A special thank you
to the neighborhood for their daily chats, visits and
friendship to Peter.
A Celebration of Life will be held at the Brodie
home on SSI in June. Date to be announced.
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ART SIMONS
Art Simons, who died aged 94 on
March 3, was an artist, a cartoonist,
a fine singer, a longtime Salt Spring
Islander, and a quiet activist.
Art was born in Kitchener, Ontario
in 1925, spending his youth in Mimico
(now part of Toronto). He volunteered
for the Royal Canadian Air Force in
1944, but had the good fortune to
not be sent overseas. After the war,
he did sign-painting work, enrolled
in the Ontario College of Art, and
married Margaret Graham, a fellow art student. From 1953-54
Art, Marg, and their newborn son Bob lived in a small cottage
in the Toronto Islands; they decided to move to Vancouver
when the city began to demolish houses on their island.
Art continued to paint for pleasure when not painting
signs for gas stations, building up a portfolio of work
(mainly watercolours). Two more sons were born -- Ken in
1956 and Wayne in 1963. The family moved to Fulford in the
fall of 1966, and Art began work on building a two-winged
A-frame at the top of Hilltop Road. It became home to Art
and Marg for the next 47 years.
Art drew a weekly one-panel cartoon for the Driftwood
for several years up to 1972. The collected Salty cartoons
(named for its principal character, a retired ship captain)
were also published as an annual, with short comic essays
by Art, publisher Frank Richards, and Ed Gould.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Salt Spring became
known as a friendly place of refuge for US draft resisters. Art
and Marg’s house was a first port of call for many of them, who
would stay for a night or a week and then move on to more
permanent digs. We remember playing touch football with
war resisters on the steep dirt road in front of the house, with
half of the action following American rules, and the other half
Canadian.
The 1980s saw a blossoming of talent and activism for
both our parents. Marg’s involvement in the Peace Petition
Caravan, the Raging Grannies, and Voice of Women for Peace
was quietly supported by Art, who drew graphics and ad
layouts for a wide variety of campaigns: his most enduring
illustration was perhaps the Salt Spring Raging Grannies’
“old lady with umbrella and hat” logo.
From the Vancouver Marathon to his daily (or at worst,
weekly) 10-kilometre run from Fulford Harbour to the
end of Burgoyne Road and back, Art was a one-person
advertisement for healthy living. He also found time for
music, lending his tenor voice to some of Ray and Virginia
Newman’s musical endeavours.
When son Bob was dying of cerebral encephalitis at 45,
Art gently took care of his body, as we may imagine he
would have done with a newborn.
Art is survived by his wife of 67 years, Marg; sons Ken
and Wayne; and seven grandchildren. Special thanks to Kate
Peter for her weekly visits to, and dedication and love for,
Art and Marg.
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Business
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Financial Services

In Memorium

AGM

MARCH 25th
Postponed
until further
notice.
250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org
SUPPORTED BY

March 18 & 25

GET BACK ON TRACK!
Bad credit? Bills? Unemployed? Need Money? We
Lend! If you own your own
home - you qualify.
Pioneer Acceptance Corp.
Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Computer Services
CALL BOB’S COMPUTER
Service for
troubleshooting, software &
networking support.
We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or
cell 250-538-7017.
Please back-up
your important data now!

Building Supplies
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008.
Built with concrete posts.
Barns, shops, riding arenas,
machine sheds and more.
Adam.s@integritybuilt.com.
1-250-351-5374.
www.integritybuilt.com

Building Supplies
STEEL BUILDING SALE
...”BIG BLOWOUT SALE ALL BUILDINGS PRICED
TO CLEAR!” 20X23 $6,249.
25X27 $7,334. 28X29
$7,877. 30X31 $8,965.
32X31 $9,863.
One End Wall Included.
Pioneer Steel
1-855-212-7036
www.pioneersteel.ca
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DR. W.W. LANGFORD
At home on 11 March
2020 on Salt Spring Island,
B.C., in his 95th year.
Beloved husband and best
friend of Helen Elizabeth
Langford (nee Lindley) who
passed away in 1993. Beloved
partner and best friend
of Ailsa Ruth Pearse who
passed away in 2011. Walton
was predeceased by many cherished friends and family
members. He is survived by his dear sister Patricia
Whittier and brother Robert Langford (Barbara), as
well as his five children, ten grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. Walton grew up in Hamilton,
Ontario, and completed the MD program at Queen’s
University in 1951. He ran a very busy doctor’s office
in Burlington, Ontario, for 32 years, assisted greatly
by Helen who held a nursing degree.
Away from work, Walton was an avid downhill
skier. In addition, the Langford family enjoyed
wonderful summer vacations on Lake of Bays with
a large collection of friends and family. Shortly after
their retirement in 1986, Walton and Helen visited
Salt Spring Island and fell in love with the climate,
landscape, ocean and people. They settled in a home
with a spectacular view of Active Pass. After Helen’s
death, Walton found a kindred spirit and fellow
outdoors adventurer in Ailsa Pearse — for over 15
years they enjoyed numerous kayaking and hiking
trips, and travelled the world with zest. He also
developed a strong environmental consciousness, in
keeping with the ethos of Salt Spring Island.
A final word from Walton: “It really was a good trip
while it lasted. Regrets? Of course, and expected. That
is what life is all about…. No gathering or service
requested, and if a donation to your favourite charity
is made, thank you.”

Information

Information
The School Program
needs volunteers.
Give us a call
250-538-0318
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Evelyn Margaret
(Bennett) Lee
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Lee, Evelyn Margaret (Bennett) died peacefully on
March 11, 2020, at Greenwoods Eldercare with her
daughter Elizabeth at her side.
She was born June 29, 1918, in Seaford, England, to
parents John (Jack) Bennett of British Columbia and Alice
Rogers Bennett of Rotherfield, England, during WWI.
Evelyn was brought to Salt Spring Island at the age of ten
months when her father purchased the farm at the top of
Dukes Road. Evelyn is predeceased by her husband Ronald
Lee, their three sons Melbourne, George and Baby Lee, and
her siblings Mary Mollet, June Stevens and John Bennett.
Left to remember her are her daughters Lois Nadin
(Peter) of 100 Mile House, B.C., Ronda Farrow (Len) of
Dalmeny, Sask., and Elizabeth Lee of Salt Spring Island,
four grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, 8 great great
grandchildren, and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
Ron and Evelyn operated the Fulford Shell Station
and Garage in the early 50’s, and later the Ganges Shell
Station and Garage. They farmed on Lee’s Hill, part of
Ron’s grandfather’s homestead, now Garry Oaks Vineyard.
They enjoyed raising sheep and other animals, growing a
huge vegetable garden, hunting and fishing. Evelyn was a
member of the Women’s Institute, famous for pies, and the
Burgoyne United Church Women for over seventy years,
and the South Salt Spring OAP. She also canvassed for the
Red Cross for many years. She was known for canning and
preserving anything and everything edible, baking and
decorating beautiful wedding cakes, family get togethers
and being a great organizer. She enjoyed travelling to
England several times to meet her English family, and to
Australia where her father was born and raised.
The family would like to thank Home Support staff
for helping to keep her in her home until after her 100th
birthday. Thank you to Dr. Butcher for his kindness and
support, and the staff of Greenwoods, especially the care
aides, for their loving care of Evelyn for the past 1 1/2 years.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Burgoyne
United Church, or the Women’s Institute. A service of
remembrance will be held at a later date.
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Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3:30 p.m. Thursday, March 26, 2020
Community Program Room
Salt Spring Island Library
129 McPhillips Avenue, Ganges, BC
A resolution to amend the bylaws of the
Association will be presented for approval by
the members of the Association present at the
Annual General Meeting. The full text of the
proposed resolution will be posted in the Library,
and on the Library’s website http://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/ between the publication of this
advertisement and the Annual General Meeting.

of the

Email your answer to

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
or look for the photo on our Facebook page.

Last Week’s Answer:
Caitie Hunter was the first person to correctly
identify the path behind Laurie’s Recycling and
Waste site, followed closely by Joanna Barrett.

FOODSAFE LEVEL 2,

Monday and Tuesday
April 06 and April 07. 8:30
am to 4:30 pm. Lions Hall,
103 Bonnet Ave. $165.
There is a mandatory
PRE-REQUISITE: Within
the two weeks prior to
this course you must
successfully complete
either FOODSAFE Level 1
or the Food Safety Basics
review module through
Open School BC.
Call Sheri 250-537-1883
to register.
––––––––––––––––––––––––
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RECYCLE
THIS
NEWS
PAPER.
Career
Opportunities

ISLAND SAVINGS

WEEK

Dr. Kevin
Patterson
WHERE IS THIS FOUND ON SALT SPRING?

Wednesday April 01.
8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
Lions Hall, 103 Bonnet
Ave. $80.
Call Sheri 250-537-1883
to register.

All active Library cardholders are welcome to attend
and are eligible to vote at the meeting.
Refreshments will be served.
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Coming Events

What’s happening at your Library?

A h e a l t hy l o c a l e c on om y d e p e n d s on yo u

SALT
SPRING

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

A Salt Spring physician
and celebrated author of
fiction and non-fiction
works, Kevin has been
sharing his prodigious
knowledge of infectious
diseases via radio, the
Salt Spring Forum and
websites such as The
Tyee, helping people
understand the COVID-19
pandemic while urging
kindness and rationality.

A division of First West
Credit Union is a tight-knit
team of smart, friendly,
creative, skillful & passionate
professionals spread across
British
Columbia
and
beyond.
We’ve
come
together because we believe
in making a real difference in
people’s ﬁnancial lives. We
believe that keeping things
simple, showing leadership,
and banking cooperatively
can change the world for the
better. We are seeking a full
or
part-time
Member
Services Advisor to join our
team. The Member Services
Advisor is responsible for
providing
exceptional
customer service to current
and
potential
members
by
completing
member
transactions,
providing
members with solutions to
their ﬁnancial needs, and/or
referring members to an appropriate advisor. We offer a
total rewards package that
includes a competitive base
salary, annual performancebased bonus eligibility, merit
pay increases, ﬂexible beneﬁts and retirement beneﬁts.
To apply, please visit our
career site at
www.ﬁrstwestcu.ca/careers
or email your resume to
hgillette@ﬁrstwestcu.ca.

Concrete & Placing
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SCHOOL BOARD

Fate of school trips and grad rates dissected

Poor classroom
attendance cited as a
problem

go ahead with these trips, we
would be an outlier taking an
unacceptable risk. I, as superintendent, have the responsibility
to make this decision and I do not
feel it is appropriate for me to
position our students and families
in such a risky situation.”
Benwell expressed sorrow for
the financial implications arising
out of his decision, but noted,
“Safety and health are our primary concerns.”
He explained that although the
provincial Health Act governs the
response to transmission of the
virus, any necessary quarantines
would fall under the federal government’s Quarantine Act.
“The School Act also governs
continuity of service during such
events, such as work-from-home
scenarios, so that the education
of students is not interrupted,”
Benwell added.
He outlined current actions
taken in response to COVID-19.
Letters have been sent to parents, and routines around cleaning of schools in the evenings
have been increased, to match
what would be done if schools
had a high flu rate. As well, there
has been cross training at the
board office, building in redundancies to meet possible shortstaffing situation.

BY PAT BURKETTE
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

COVID-19, and the 17 students
who didn’t receive their Dogwood
diploma in 2018, were front and
centre at the Gulf Islands School
Board’s March 11 meeting.
Shortly after the meeting was
called to order at 1 p.m., School
District 64 superintendent Scott
Benwell drew trustees’ attention
to his removal of agenda item
8d, a proposed October 2020
Gulf Islands Secondary School volleyball and cultural field trip to
Hawaii.
“I have revoked my permission,” he said.
Benwell put his decision into
context by discussing the school
district’s current response to the
worldwide spread of COVID-19.
“An unfortunate global event
has impacted our local decision
making,” he said.
Benwell had already cancelled
spring break trips to Seattle, Italy
and Greece, and Cuba.
“As of 10 a.m. this morning,”
he explained, “COVID-19 is a
global pandemic. If we were to

“From now on we will take a
close look at cancellation issues
on international trips. Our policy
previously did not consider situations like a global pandemic,”
said Benwell.

“I just kept thinking
about the 17 students
who didn’t graduate in
2018, and what could
be done to ensure
success.”
LYALL RUEHLEN
GISS principal

D’Arcy Deacon, director of
instruction, human resources,
advised, “Because it is a rapidly
changing situation, it is really
worthwhile to keep in touch
with our website (sd64.bc.ca/
coronavirus). We may be facing
a different set of circumstances
after spring break.”
(Editor’s note: Some provinces
had moved to close schools for
longer periods or for the rest of
the school year. The B.C. Minister

of Education was set to join the
March 17 provincial government
news conference about COVID-19,
with further school closures considered a possibility.)
Trustees quickly moved on from
one thought-provoking subject
to another, as GISS principal Lyall
Ruehlen began a presentation on
student success in high school.
“I just kept thinking about the
17 students who didn’t graduate
in 2018, and what could be done
to ensure success,” he said.
Ruehlen and his team, including
vice principals Jude Shugar and
Boe Beardsmore, identified areas
of improvement, such as planning
for the transition from Grade 8 to
Grade 9, early intervention and
attendance.
Shugar updated trustees about
work that’s been done around
transition in the last year and a
half, including gathering information about Grade 8 students, targetting individual supports such as
peer supports and counsellors, and
working with Grade 9 students to
portray what life is like in Grade 9.
Beardsmore discussed increasing early intervention from school
and community when students
have problems. As well, an online
self-referral form has yielded
results.
“Last year, in a six- to seven-

month period, there were 53
Indigenous self-referrals. Our data
shows there is a problem with
Indigenous learners graduating.”
Beardsmore noted there is a
district Indigenous support worker to assist students.
The team also targetted poor
classroom attendance this past
year. Notices have been consistently sent to parents notifying
them of student absences from
class periods, and all students
must now meet with an administrator at least two weeks in
advance of any trip being taken
to discuss school work that must
be done.
Ruehlen noted increased focus
on skills of numeracy and literacy.
“Students proficient in those
skills are more likely to graduate, and we have been marking
GISS students in comparison with
provincial standards. We are
working really hard at the intellectual development required to
advance in a career.”
Ruehlen reported a 10 per cent
increase in GISS graduations last
year, and a projection for a further two per cent increase this
year. And what about those 17
kids who kickstarted new GISS
success initiatives? So far, 12 of
them have now earned their
Dogwoods.

RUNNING

COVID-19 wipes out running events
Annual distance races cancelled
or postponed; club keeps running

GET THE CAR YOU DESERVE
100% Approval**
Available Over 16 Lenders
Better Rates than the Bank!
**see dealer for details

2018 TOYOTA

2018 MITSUBISHI

XLE

PHEV

CAMRY HYBRID

OUTLANDER

2017 SMART

FORTWO
ELECTRIC DRIVE
PASSION

2016 KIA

SOUL EV

STK# P27432A

2016 FORD

FOCUS ELECTRIC

$17,995

*

STK# V27366

STK# E26964

2016 FORD

C-MAX ENERGI

$26,995

*

STK# P27075

STK# V27239

2014 BMW

I3 ELECTRIC

RANGE EXTENDER

$25,995

*

STK# P27538

http://www.galaxymotors.net/

DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

In consideration of the provincial government’s
latest recommendations and protocols regarding
the COVID-19 outbreak, many sporting events in B.C.
have been cancelled, including major road racing
events.
With just two days to go, Salt Spring Sneakers’
coach Susan Gordon received notice that the BMO St.
Patrick’s Day 5K to be held in Stanley Park on March

LUXURY

$36,995* $31,995* $19,995* $22,995*
STK# U27320

BY SUSAN GORDON

2007 LEXUS
GS 450H

$13,888*
STK# P27182

*Plus $599 Administrative Fee and Tax.

VICTORIA 250.478.7603 COLWOOD MEGA CENTRE 1772 ISLAND HIGHWAY SALES & SERVICE DL#30897
DUNCAN 250-597-0424 7329 TRANS CANADA HWY SALES DL#31033

Lady Minto
Auxiliary
Thrift Store
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until
further notice.

14 had been cancelled. This was also
to be the B.C. 5K Championships and
Gordon had been seeded in the elite
field. The race will now combine
with the James Cunningham Seawall
10K Race to take place on Nov. 1.
The organizing committee’s decision to cancel the Vancouver-based
race quickly followed other major
cancellations around the world,
including the New York Road Runners Half Marathon, the Berlin Marathon, the Rome Marathon, and postponements (so far) for the Boston
Marathon and Paris Marathon. Others are likely to follow suit.
A huge blow to local runners also
comes with the cancellation of the
legendary Vancouver Sun Run and
the Times Colonist 10K in Victoria
next month.
The Vancouver Island Race Association series is taking pause with the
cancellation of the Comox Valley RV
Half Marathon. With two other VIRA
races scheduled to follow, Sooke
10K, and Bazan Bay 5K, we expect
that race committees will take the
containment situation into consideration on a per-event basis.
As a local running group, the
Sneakers’ consensus is that our outdoor activity, typically undertaken
in groups of less than 30 people, will
continue to be safe, and good for
both mental and physical health.
It makes us truly appreciate this
wonderful community and the sensible approaches undertaken by
health officials and business owners
at this stressful time.

