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An excavator works on Friday night to dismantle the remains of the Castle Finn catamaran that’s been stuck in the muck by Ganges Alley for more than a
year. Further derelict vessels around the island will be removed in coming weeks as more federal government funding is disbursed for that purpose.
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Salt Spring Ofﬁce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
was “conceptual” and that details would follow if the rezoning Since no designs or feasibility have been determined, the
AND OPERATED
BROKER/REALTOR®
application proceeds through the Trust.
group was not at this point endorsing a final project.
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2207

Full Service Marine &
Equipment Repairs
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SUPER GROUP

Float home concept receives initial support

HNP (UTC-8h)

SUPER

Paul Zolob

• 2 continuinG educAtion
B U RS ARI ES to G ISS graduates who have
completed at least one year of a healthcare
course of study, continuing in a healthcare
related field.
li ations at I
ounselling
D epartment or www.lmhas.ca/bursaries.
Ap p lication deadline is March 3 1, 2020.

• 1 Jr. Volunteer AwArd to a graduating

3 “ B AC K T O S C H O O L ” B U RS ARI ES
to mature adults who wish to pursue a career
in a health related field.
Information & application forms available at T hrift Shop
and on our we site www.l has. a ursaries
Ap p lication deadline is March 3 1, 2020.

G ISS student with at least 5 0 hours of volunteer
work in a healthcare facility and with plans to
ontinue health are wor .
S ubmit to G I S S C ounselling by March 3 0, 2020.
• 2 ScholArShipS to students presently
attending G ulf I slands S econdary S chool.
C ompleted applications must be submitted to
GiSS counselling department by March 30, 2020.
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Trust Council
delegation
deadline set
Members of the public who
wish to speak to the Islands
Trust Council as delegations
have until Feb. 18 to send
their requests.
The Islands Trust Council
will be holding its next quarterly business meeting March
10-12 at the Harbour House
Hotel. It will hold a town
hall session on Wednesday,
March 11 starting at 1:30 p.m.
Formal delegation requests
must be made three weeks
before the meeting, and must
include the topic, speaker’s
name and contact information.
Other sessions will include
a trustee roundtable to
exchange info about island
topics, a budget presentation
and decision, and many information items. The full agenda
package will be posted online
by Feb. 28.
Those wishing to be delegations can contact executive coordinator Lori Foster at
lfoster@islandstrust.bc.ca.

Emergency
prep sessions
on offer
The Salt Spring Island Emergency Program is set to offer a
series of free info sessions on
emergency preparation topics
at the Salt Spring Public Library
program room.
The first one, on Thursday,
Feb. 13, is called Hydro Safety
and Awareness - Navigating
power outages safely on Salt
Spring Island. It will be presented by BC Hydro representatives. All events run from 5
to 7 p.m.
Upcoming sessions are:
Feb. 27: Generator Safety
and Maintenance. Is your generator ready for an emergency? Mid Island Marine.
March 12: FireSmart. Learn
about reducing the risk of
wildfires to your home. SS Fire
Rescue.
March 19: GMRS 101. Learn
the functions of and how to
communicate using a General
Mobile Radio Service radio. SS
Amateur Radio Society & POD
Message Relayer.
March 26: POD 101. Everything/anything you wanted to
know about the POD program.
More sessions will be offered
in April and May. No pre-registration is required to attend.
SSIEP has also organized
three more sessions of the Salt
Spring Emergency Resilience
Training that it first offered
last year, but all seats have
already been filled.
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TAXATION

Regional housing AAP deadline Feb. 18
CRD director clarifies
issues
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Voters in the Capital Regional
District’s three electoral areas
have until Feb. 18 if they wish to
register opposition to a taxation
increase to boost funds for the
Regional Housing First Program.
Approval of amendments to
two bylaws is being sought to
authorize the borrowing of an
additional $10 million for the
Land Assembly, Housing and
Land Banking Service. The CRD
can proceed if two-thirds of the
16 local governments within the
district give their assent.
Elector approval in the three
electoral areas is being judged
with an alternative approval
process, while elected councils
will make the decision in the 13
municipalities. Six out of the 16
local governments would have
to object to the bylaw for it to
be defeated.
Unlike the safety service requisition defeated by Salt Spring
electors using the AAP in December, director Gary Holman feels
there is widespread recognition
of the housing program’s value.
Saanich Council gave its unanimous consent to the borrow-

ing bylaw on Jan. 29 and others
have indicated they will be following suit.
“The trend appears to be support at this point,” Holman said.
The CRD is seeking the funding in order to complete its goal
of creating 400 housing units
by the end of 2021 for people
experiencing chronic homelessness. The Regional Housing First
Program started out with $90
million to accomplish that goal,
with equal contributions from
the CRD, BC Housing and the
Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation.

“The trend appears to
be support
at this point.”
GARY HOLMAN

Salt Spring CRD director
Escalated construction costs
have caused the regional district
to look for an additional $30
million partnership, which BC
Housing has agreed to support
on its part. Without additional
funding, the CRD says the program will max out at 300 units.
Housing developments that
have been approved for funding

Several helpers
effect removal
CASTLE FINN
continued from 1
Roe said the catamaran’s front pontoon sections had to be drained of water and debris
first. The rear sections had been loaded up with
garbage and parts of the boat’s engine, so they
had to cleaned out as well. Although the Coast
Guard had previously removed fuels and dangerous chemicals, an oil boom was used in case
of any further contamination.
Reimer noted the harbour area is habitat for
sand dollars and eelgrass, which is why a landbased approach was taken to recover the wreck.
“We didn’t really like the idea of it being
dragged off to sea. It was impossible to do without
damaging the estuary,” Reimer said.
Watkin said Monday his Beachside staff were
still doing double-takes on their clear view of the
harbour after more than a year with the wreck in
front of the business.
“We’re so used to seeing it, it’s almost a trick of
the eye. But it feels natural again,” said Watkin,
who hopes birds and other wildlife that used to
frequent the area will start coming back.
“They did a really nice job; they really took care,”
he added.
The Dead Boats Disposal Society will be at work
this week to remove two floating wrecks located
in Fulford Harbour and near Galiano Island, as well
as sunken vessels in Long Harbour and Burgoyne
Bay. Roe said a new round of federal funding for
wrecked and abandoned vessels is about to be
announced, so people with problem boats should
contact the society to learn how they can sign over
responsibility.
“If you can’t afford to get rid of them, we can
help,” Roe said. “But I’d rather we get them before
they got on the beach like that, because it’s very
expensive.”

through the program so far will
create 907 new mixed-market
units, of which 211 units are
to be rented at the provincial
income assistance shelter rate.
Holman notes that project funding is allocated based on applications from affordable housing
proponents.
“Historically, Salt Spring has
received significantly more funding from regional housing programs than they have contributed, partly because we have
such an active non-profit sector
here,” Holman said.
He noted the $10 million
request is a fixed amount that
would be repaid over 15 years,
with no opportunity to increase
the amount. The impact to
home owners will be spread
across the entire regional district and will be $0.61 for every
$100,000 of property value. A
property assessed at $650,000
— the average value of a single
family dwelling on Salt Spring
as released by BC Assessment in
January — would see an annual
tax impact of $3.97.
Holman said some concerns
with Salt Spring’s last AAP process have been resolved this time
around. The elector response
form has been revised to clarify
that petitions can be dropped
off at the Salt Spring CRD office

at Creekside on McPhillips Avenue, as well as CRD headquarters
in Victoria. A metal lock box for
the forms has been installed in
the front entrance at the CRD
office to address previous security concerns. Wording on the
form suggesting that the bylaws
be attached has been removed.
The deadline to submit
responses indicating opposition
to the requisition is 4 p.m. on
Feb. 18.
Holman said anyone with
questions is welcome to contact
him at 250-538-4307 or directorssi@crd.bc.ca. He will also be
in attendance at the Feb. 14 ASK
Salt Spring session from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Thrifty Foods
community room.
All electoral area residents
can submit an elector response
form as long as they are 18
years or older on the date of
submission, are a Canadian
citizen, have resided in British
Columbia for six months and
in the Salt Spring, Southern
Gulf Islands or Juan de Fuca
electoral area for at least 30
days prior to signing the form.
Those who don’t live there,
but have owned property in
an electoral area for at least 30
days and comply with the other
conditions, are eligible as nonresident electors.

Subject Property Address: 804 Fulford-Ganges Road, SSI
Parcel Identifier Number: 005-511-313
Application: SS-TUP-2019.8

USE
Have TEMPORARY
PERMIT NOTIFICATION
Your
Say
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
will consider a resolution to issue a Temporary Use Permit for the subject
property.
The purpose of this Temporary Use Permit is to allow the following uses:
•
Retail Sales for a period of up to 3 years.

When:

Tuesday,
February 18, 2020
12:00 p.m.

The subject property currently allows sales of building supplies, furniture,
and appliances, which are also uses proposed in the application.

Where:

Hart Bradley Memorial
Hall (Lions Hall): 103
Bonnet Avenue, SSI

Who should attend?

Anyone affected by
the application.

Enquiries?

Claire Negrin,
Island Planner

250-537-9144
Written submissions are
welcome and can be emailed to:

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca
or, mailed or dropped off at the
Islands Trust office by Monday,
February 17, 2020.
(NOTE: the office will be closed on
February 17, 2020 for Family Day)

Written comments made in
response to this notice will be
available for public review.

How do I get more information?
A copy of the staff report and proposed permit will be available online
after Wednesday, February 12, 2020 on the Current Application webpage:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIapplications
or, at the Islands Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring
Island, BC V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
(NOTE: the office will be closed Monday, February 17, 2020)
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EDUCATION

Youth in care funding highlighted
Ministry of Education
hints at further review

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Stanley Laing

ACCOUNTING & INCOME TAX SERVICES

Personal Taxes

Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged
115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860
shakima@shaw.ca

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

School administrators have their
first hint at how the Ministry of Education could be planning to fund
students and schools in their yet-tobe-released funding model review.
An announcement on Friday
showed that children and youth in
care will be one of the priorities for
the ministry, but just how that priority will play out in the final model is
unknown.
Gulf Islands School District secretary treasurer Jesse Guy said that “it
means the Ministry of Education is
making this a priority. Youth and children in care will be directly addressed
through the funding model. We have
nothing clarified, other than it’s
being highlighted.”
A new supplement was announced
recognizing youth and children in
care, which will also expand priority funding to children with mental
health challenges and those living in
low-income families. The announcement indicates that the funding will
go to programs like trauma counselling, school breakfast and lunch programs, as well as classroom support,
transportation and tutoring. The

amount allocated for the supplement
will be announced after next week’s
provincial budget day.
The government had been considering a prevalence model for funding
these students, which, according to a
letter from the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, would be based on population
statistics instead of actual student
counts. The prevalence model had
been in place under the previous B.C.
government.
“We were concerned about the
negative consequences for students
with special needs, their parents and
their teachers,” said BCTF president
Teri Mooring in press material. “It’s
an incredibly important change that
will help undo some of the damage
done by the previous government.
Children and youth in care are some
of our most vulnerable students. It is
so important that they get the extra
help in classrooms and in the community to keep them well and help
them thrive.”
Guy said it was likely that the Ministry of Education would be coordinating with other ministries to determine the number of students who
fit the new category, and allocating
funds based on their findings. The
district itself does not have access
to the information concerning the
amount of students affected, since
the definitions have not yet been

#1 AD

ROTATE DONE
FOR feb 12
jan 01 - mar
top goes to
bottom all
moves up

released by the government.
The review is expected to be
released on March 13, and based on
the announcement will be following
a multi-phase process in its launch.
Part of the language used in the
announcement was a discussion of
two distinct phases.
While no concrete information
about what those phases may look
like has been released, Guy said, “It
tells me that there’s a thoughtful process being rolled out and any changes
that come to the funding model may
be perhaps more graduated instead
of all at once.”
According to the announcement,
phase two will look at inclusive and
modernized education policies ensuring a level playing field for students,
online learning programs and ways
to support students’ transition to
post-secondary education.
Since the 2016/2017 school year, the
ministry has increased funding by $1
billion across the province. The funding model review has been ongoing
since 2018, with a progress report
released in summer of 2019.
The Gulf Islands School District is
currently undergoing a configuration review, results of which will feed
from the new funding model. Final
decisions about configuration will be
reported at the district’s board meeting in September 2020.

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR

FALL & WINTER DRIVING
Items geared toward winterizing:

Tire chains • Batteries • Antifreeze • Wipers • Headlight upgrades
Battery Chargers • Led Lights • And more..

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•
•
•
•
•
•

rompt elia le rofessional er ice
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tan Appliance nstallation
Licensed efrigeration
ully nsured ecurity creened
enmore er ice Technician

250-537-5268

samander telus.net
.AndersonAppliance epair.ca

EMERGENCY SERVICE

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

RESOLUTION DIVORCE FAMILY LAW
Helping families resolve issues

Elaine M. Buck McCann

(formerly Kurek), LLB.
EMK LAW CORPORATION
Family Mediator, Collaborative Lawyer,
Parenting Coordinator, Family Law Arbitrator
NOW SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

(250) 327-9066

resolutiondivorce.ca

ISLANDS TRUST

Galiano forest lot owners seek bylaw’s end
Petition filed in BC Supreme Court
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Four property owners and the 50-member Galiano Forest Lot Owners Association have filed a B.C. Supreme Court
petition to overturn a prohibition on residential dwellings
in a Galiano Island forestry zone.
Galiano’s Forest 1 zone limits buildings to a single nonresidential “unenclosed” structure no more than 93 square
meters in size. The petition filed on Jan. 15 names four
individual petitioners rejecting the limitation whose property is within the forest zone and is also designated Private
Managed Forest Land.
The Private Managed Forest Land designation requires
property owners to commit to a long-term management plan for harvesting timber and managing forest
in exchange for lower property taxes. Both the Private
Managed Forest Land Act and the preceding Forest Land
Reserve Act (1994) allowed for a single-family dwelling as
part of forest management activities, and both prohibited
local governments from adopting any bylaws that would
restrict forest management activity on those lands.
The Galiano Local Trust Committee had not yet filed a
response as of press time.
“Islands Trust received the petition challenging the validity of Section 7.1 of the land use bylaw, and it is currently
with our legal advisors. The Local Trust Committee will
receive appropriate advice and act accordingly in defence
of the bylaw,” the organization said in a statement made
to the Driftwood on Friday.
Galiano LTC restrictions against residential use in the
Forest 1 zone date back to a historic battle with MacMillan Bloedel, the timber company that once owned around
half the island, including the four properties named in the
petition. The LTC changed the island’s official community
plan and land use bylaw in 1992 because the company
planned to finish its logging operations, remove the land
from its “tree farm” tax status and then sell it off for major
development.
MacMillan Bloedel was successful in having the bylaws
overturned by the Supreme Court, but that ruling was
reversed in the LTC’s favour by the B.C. Court of Appeal in
1995.

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Forested road on Galiano Island. Local forest lot property
owners are asserting a bylaw that prohibits residences in Private
Managed Forest Land is invalid.
All the properties named in the petition received either
forest reserve or PMFL designation after the 1992 land use
bylaw was adopted and after Bylaw 127, the 1999 LUB
update. One property was registered as PMFL as recently as
2014. However, the Galiano Forest Lot Owners Association
argues the local government has nonetheless exceeded its
authority with the most recent LUB in attempting to override the earlier provincial legislation.
The petition claims the Forest Reserve Land Act was
aimed at managing forest land reserves and encouraging
reforestation of smaller parcels of land, and furthermore
recognized “a dwelling was essential to carrying out ongoing forest management activities.”
“The FLRA therefore demonstrated a clear intention on
the part of the provincial legislature to permit small foresters to live on their land and to be assessed lower taxes as
an inducement for managing their forest reserve lands,”
the petition states.
The petitioners conclude that restricting forestry activities through Bylaw 127 was contrary to the Forest Reserve
Land Act and remains contrary to the PMFLA. The assertions have yet to be tested in court.
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Ken Wu talks trees with Forum

Here’s
My Card

The numbers don’t lie
PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Left: Activist Ken Wu discusses coastal forest ecosystems with moderator Susan Hannon at a Salt Spring Forum event held at
ArtSpring Friday night. Right: A huge cedar on Mount Maxwell located in an area of old-growth trees that has been hit hard by recent
windstorms, which is one of the climate-related impacts discussed during Friday’s session.

Activist says diversifying
support base key to
conservation success
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Forum participants had
an engaging conservation Friday night
with Ken Wu, a co-founder of the
Ancient Forest Alliance and a longtime campaigner fighting to save British Columbia’s remaining stands of old
growth.
Wu had personally crossed paths
with several people in the audience
who had mobilized for forest protection starting in the early 1990s with
campaigns for the Walbran Valley and
the Great Bear Rainforest. Although
he has recently stepped down as executive director of the Ancient Forest
Alliance to build a new national organization called the Endangered Ecosystems Alliance, B.C.’s big trees are
still very much a passion.
With a degree in eco-sciences from
UBC as well as his activism credentials,
Wu explained why forests are important to protect as intact ecosystems
and he shared strategies on how to
help make sure this happens on Salt
Spring and around the province.
Some people have argued that rotting old-growth trees contribute more
carbon to the atmosphere than they
sequester and planting new saplings
is the better path to fighting climate
change. Wu squashed that theory.
“It’s totally wrong. Partly it’s bad
logic and partly it’s factually wrong
according to science,” Wu said. “Oldgrowth forests have accumulated
all that carbon over the span of 500
years. They store more than twice the
amount of carbon as the ensuing second-growth tree plantations, if those
plantations are allowed to grow to
100 years or so.”
He added it would take even longer
to re-sequester the carbon produced
by the logging process and resulting
wood waste in landfills.
“The second growth is just trying
to get back all the carbon it’s lost by
logging of the original old-growth
and it would take 200 years to get it
all back,” Wu said. “Nobody’s waiting
200 years — they’re re-logged every
50 to 60 years — and even if you were
to wait 200 years, we don’t have 200
years to solve this climate crisis.”
Wu said he is not against using high-

ly valued old-growth trees for specialized products like musical instruments
and furniture. The problem is there
are so few of those trees left, and
most old-growth is just cut into building timber.
“It’s like finding the last herd of
elephants or pods of blue whales and
just slaughtering them,” Wu said.
Wu’s experience shows that no
degree of scarcity will cause a forprofit timber company to self-regulate
and stop logging before the prized
old-growth is all gone. The NDP government has meanwhile initiated a
public engagement process on oldgrowth but so far has done little to
change forestry policy in the province.

“Building non-traditional
allies is the
game-changer.”
KEN WU

Founder and executive director,
Endangered Ecosystems Alliance
“They promised, before they got
elected, they would use the Great
Bear Rainforest ecosystem management-based model where 70 per cent
of the area is in different types of forest reserves or legislated protection;
they would use that same model to
manage our old-growth. And they
haven’t even mentioned it once, and
instead they’ve just been apologists
for the status quo and dragged it all
out,” Wu said.
“So we need science-based local
legislation, we need moratoria on the
most endangered old-growth forest,
we need the incentives and regulation
for the value-added second-growth
forest industry, and we need the province to support the international and
national targets for protection.”
Financial support for First Nations
conservation areas and building economic alternatives other than logging for Indigenous people is another
important strategy, he said.
Conservation groups and scientists
don’t just want to protect the oldest, biggest trees. The forest structure
with all its interacting species can’t be
replicated by replanting. Wu said second-growth Coastal Douglas-fir forests also need to be protected so they

can mature, and tree species aside
from timber-friendly conifers need to
be recognized. Red alder, for example, is an important nitrogen fixer
for coastal soils. Old-growth maple is
actually the most valuable wood and
isn’t being replaced.
In addition to logging, climate
change is another human impact
affecting forest health. Wu said there
seems to be an impression that Canada’s forests will just move north or to
higher elevations if southern zones
become too warm. Models do suggest
some trees may shift their ranges, but
ecosystems as a whole won’t be able
to adapt at the same rate as climate
change hits and many species will be
lost along the way, Wu said. Climate
change is also having impacts in the
form of more intense windstorms,
which have been toppling huge trees
from Stanley Park to the San Juan Valley to the sides of Mount Maxwell.
Despite the crisis, Wu said this year
is also potentially a time of opportunity because a United Nations Biodiversity Conference is coming up this
fall, when a post-2020 global biodiversity framework will be negotiated. With nations setting targets for
ecosystem protection, there will be
momentum for conservation efforts.
The federal government under Justin
Trudeau has in fact set a target of 25
per cent land protection by 2025.
In terms of protecting privately
owned lands like those in the Gulf
Islands, Wu said purchasing them
might be the best option. He suggested lobbying the provincial government to re-establish its land acquisition fund to help aid such purchases.
Provincial government change is also
necessary to give the Islands Trust
more authority over tree-cutting.
Protecting any ecosystems at risk
will require a broadening and diversification of the movement’s base.
Wu described how getting the Port
Renfrew Chamber of Commerce on
side made the difference in saving
the Avatar Grove from logging, for
example.
“Building non-traditional allies is
the game-changer,” Wu said at one
point. He added later on, “You’re
going to see us pushing forward
now to get as many businesses, as
many faith groups, unions, recreation
groups, small conservation groups
[and] big conservation groups on
board for the call for 50 per cent protection by 2030.”

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
corporate, estate)
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•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business
340 Lower Ganges Road
250-537-9742

Chartered Professional Accountants
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Love for
the library

S

alt Spring’s public library
has come a long way in
60 years.

From its origins in a room in Mouat’s
store with 1,300 books to its location in an old
house when it was Mary Hawkins Memorial
Library to the purpose-built structure it is today,
the island’s library has served us in an everincreasing number of ways.
The library is no longer just a place to borrow
books, although that may remain its primary
function.
Patrons can also take home DVDs, musical
instruments and pick up free museum passes
there. They can get tutoring in computer and
tech device use, stream movies, access the internet for free, and hold meetings and other gatherings. All of this activity occurs thanks to dedicated
staff, board members, and an army of volunteers
and community partners.
The addition of the
program room in the
structure that opened
Salt Spring
in December of 2012
lets the facility continue
Public Library
to be a community hub
in the evenings and on
Sundays as well.
Perhaps most imporEssential
tantly, the library is
community
a place that brings
people from diverse
amenity
spheres together. It’s
easy to remain within
one’s own niche on Salt Spring, whether it’s
carved out by age, wealth, health or occupation.
Just about everybody who lives on the island
goes to the library for some reason at some point.
Or if they don’t, they easily could.
Last Thursday night the depth and diversity
of the library’s community was in full evidence
when appreciation for the library was expressed
in poetic form. Shortlisted entries in an Our
Library in Poetic Life contest and library love
were shared.
As the Salt Spring Public Library enters its seventh decade of existence, it will be exciting to see
how it evolves and adapts to new demands.
The 60th anniversary celebration continues
at the library with the ongoing Brushstrokes &
Bookshelves art show in the program room and
the Salt Spring Archives display. It culminates in
the Anniversary Gala and Dance on the evening
of Feb. 22, after kids have participated in a tilemaking workshop for one of two legacy art projects in the works and teens have enjoyed a movie
in the program room that day.
It might not be possible for our library to be all
things to all people, but it makes a huge effort to
do so and largely succeeds.
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Education
Head
head funds lacking
BY DEBORAH NOSTDAL

As many of your readers are aware, the British Columbia Teachers’
Federation is working to
negotiate a contract.
Our last contract
expired in June 30, 2019.
We have been bargaining
for a year now. Currently
we are in mediation and
are committed to that
mediation process.
It has been widely commented on by media outlets that we have unreasonable asks with respect
to finances. Keith Baldrey
recently said that the BCTF
“Continues to demand
the education budget be
increased to accommodate their fairly expensive
contract demands.”
I feel that we need
some perspective on this.
Spending on education
in British Columbia for the
2002-2003 school year was
3.66 per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product. The last
figures available are from
the year 2017-2018 and
they indicate that education spending in the province was 2.48 per cent of
GDP. This represents a significant decrease in real
dollars.
Recruitment and retention issues abound. We
have over 400 unfilled
teaching positions in

VIEWPOINT

British Columbia and a
record number of unqualified teachers teaching on
letters of permission. We
are unable to recruit
teachers when we are the
second lowest paid teachers in the country. Coupled with our high cost
of living, it’s an untenable
situation.

After fighting in the
courts to reinstate
our illegally stripped
language to have
supports in place for
our students, we are
looking at a revised
funding formula that
falls short of what is
needed.
Our students are funded at $1,800 below the
national average. Teachers are struggling to support the diverse needs
of the learners in their

Yes

The writer is president
of the Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

Do you support
the Wet’suwet’en
protests?

classrooms. After fighting
in the courts to reinstate
our illegally stripped language to have supports
in place for our students,
we are looking at a
revised funding formula
that falls short of what is
needed.
At the same time, the
government is steadily
increasing their funding
of private schools. Funding private schools with
public money has not
always been the case.
British Columbia started
funding private schools
in 1977. The government
is now spending approximately $400 million a year
on private schools, which
is exacerbated by the taxfree status of the properties and the income
tax deductions parents
receive from tuition that
is charged. We are not
only funding the private
schools at record high
levels, but we are missing out on tax dollars that
fund the system.
The public should expect
and demand more from
our government. Our kids
deserve better,our teachers deserve better and our
province deserves better.

No

Would you offer rental
accommodation if it
were legal on your
property?

107 138

YES NO

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

>
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WE ASKED:

What is your ideal
Valentine’s Day date?
ALANA ARMSTRONG
Probably
being with
whoever’s
special and
getting to
have a meal
on the beach.

GWYN BUTLER
It’s unique
to everyone.
Do what
you like to
do together,
nothing fancy.

KIRK HARRIS
Generally I
make a nice
dinner for
my wife and
daughter at
home with the
fire going.

LEAH LITTLE
Just being
with the
people I love.
Any day I can
spend with my
loved ones is a
good day.

MARDON NORDINE
Going to see
live music with
my guy on Salt
Spring.

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

LETTERS to the editor
Nature has
no voice
Unlike Ashley Hilliard (Feb.
5 letter regarding the Vortex proposal), I do not “have
faith that the Islands Trust and
other government regulators
will only grant approvals if the
project meets environmental
standards.”
Indeed, by reducing septic
setback distances against the
advice of Trust staff, trustees
have missed an opportunity to
show they truly care about the
environment.
Interestingly, the application was not referred to
Fisheries and Oceans even
though the Fulford estuary
is an important riparian area
with fish-bearing streams. This
means trustees are the last line
of defence.
A recent study by the Silent
Spring Institute on emerging contaminants from septic
systems states: “These types
of pollutants are frequently
detected in U.S. and Canadian
rivers, lakes and drinking water
supplies. Many emerging contaminants are hormone disruptors. Their presence in the

environment has been associated with the feminization of
male fish and reduced fertility
in other wildlife.”
Given the environmental
sensitivity of the Fulford estuary, along with the flooding
hazard and high groundwater table, a responsible choice
would be to scale down the
project to something that does
not stress water supplies and
produce so much effluent. At
the very least, plans should be
revamped to concentrate the
scattered development and
relocate the septic to higher
ground.
The next step for this project is the issuance of a development permit. There is no
requirement to advertise, but
anyone concerned about the
application can submit comments to the Trust at any time.
Plankton, invertebrates,
insects, salmon, eagles and
great blue herons cannot complain when their living conditions are destroyed. They simply disappear, quietly, without
fuss, and usually forever. Who
will speak for those with no
voice?

FRANTS ATTORP,
SALT SPRING

“Everything was done exactly perfect. It
all just went lickety-split.”
KATHY REIMER ON CASTLE FINN REMOVAL

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Governments
breaking laws
As one who wrote about
the Oka Crisis in my book Stolen Continents, I had a strong
sense of foreboding when I
heard B.C. Premier John Horgan invoke the “rule of law”
to justify using force against
the Wet’suwet’en pipeline
protesters. Those same words
were used often during the
Oka Crisis by the government of Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney in 1990. Have we
learned nothing in 30 years?
Of many parallels, these stand
out:
1) Like the Mohawks, the
Wet’suwet’en have never
lost their ancient sovereignty
as an independent people.
Under international law there
are two ways for a people
to lose their sovereignty: by
armed conquest, or by signing
it away in a treaty. Neither is
the case here.
2) Like the Mohawks, the
Wet’suwet’en have an ancient
system of self-government
that predates European occupation and is still alive. In the
B.C. case, this is exercised by

hereditary chiefs, who have
consistently upheld their
people’s rights since outsider
encroachment began.
3) The elected band councils set up under the Indian
Act merely administer the
small territories defined as
reserves under the Indian Act.
They have no jurisdiction over
traditional territories beyond
those boundaries, and no
authority to make “agreements” on what may be done
there.
With the Delgamuukw decision of 1997 and the Tsilqot’in
decision of 2014, the Supreme
Court has upheld aboriginal
rights in B.C. and has said that
the Wet’suwet’en unceded
territory — in other words,
land never transferred to Canada — may cover as much as
22,000 square kilometres. This
means that neither the federal nor provincial government
has any right to enforce its
will there. It is British Columbia and the RCMP who are
breaking the rule of law.

RONALD WRIGHT,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Sailing through one’s 80s at top speed with HRT
“I’m so ready for menopause,” a 40ish
woman announced, galloping into her
future, but wanting to know more. “You’ve
come to the right person,” I replied,
“because I’ve been through menopause
three times.”
That piqued her interest, so I promised
to write a column about it. It’s been over
a year since that conversation and I’m only
now getting around to it. You see, I woke
up last night stimulated by a full-blown
night sweat brought on for no apparent
reason . . . except perhaps an innate need
for one last kick at the can.
Men, before you turn away, I urge you to
read on. If, heaven forbid, you develop prostate cancer and are treated with hormone
therapy, you are likely to experience a few
menopausal symptoms yourself. It won’t
hurt you to know about them just in case;
besides, hearing of my experiences with
menopause might inspire you to have more
compassion for the women in your life.
Here’s the scoop. The average age of
a woman’s symptom awareness is somewhere in her 40s. In my case, I was attending a conference I can date back to 1989, so
I was 49 when I experienced severe hemorrhaging. That might not be typical, but
it wasn’t long before I suffered through
the usual hot flashes, night sweats, memory lapses and insomnia. But worst of all,
I’d say, was depression. I would stand for
months on end staring through a picture
window at an otherwise gorgeous view,
but all I could see was a bog of depression.
Occasionally, I’d sigh and lament, “I don’t
know.” For someone who otherwise moves
at the rate of 19 to the dozen and who
wants to know everything, I’d guess I’d
been in a deep, black hole of despair.
Determined to tough it out, I soldiered on

Helen
Hinchliﬀ
AGING WITH

GRACE
even though Donald and his 30-something
daughters weren’t much help. “First you’re
hot and then you’re cold,” one daughter
complained, as I’d hastily peel off a sweater
while fanning myself. “Can’t you make up
your mind?” the other daughter would
pipe up when, five minutes later, the flash
over with, I was hastily putting my sweater
back on again.
Donald’s main frustration was I couldn’t
find the words I wanted. “Why can’t you
figure out what you want to say?” he’d
demand to know. “I don’t know,” I’d reply,
and start shrivelling up emotionally. I used
to be a competent person, I’d think to
myself, but now I’m a gibbering idiot. So I
went to my doctor and he prescribed hormone replace therapy (HRT). It wasn’t long
before all that bad stuff disappeared.
Someone going straight through menopause can expect these symptoms to last
about seven years, but who knows how
long I experienced them because, after 10
or 12 years of the good life, I had a new
doctor who took me off HRT because it
might cause breast cancer. It wasn’t long
before I was plagued again.
Somewhere in there, my then-partner
Murray’s dementia was deepening and
there’s only so much sleeplessness and
depression a caregiver can manage. By

then, I had yet another doctor and we
decided that maybe I should go back onto
HRT. Wow! Energy, alertness, a stable temperature, strong bones. Life was great — all
over again!
And then another study and another
HRT breast cancer scare! I didn’t investigate
the statistics; I just followed my doctor’s
advice, went off HRT a second time, and
proceeded to suffer through the same old
symptoms again.
By now I thought I was finally done
with them, but last night, I woke up completely soaked. And I couldn’t go back to
sleep because I’d been having an amazingly vivid dream about a torrid love affair
with a guy I’ve seen around town and
at political meetings for some 20 years.
That dream took some processing since I’ve
never entertained one conscious romantic
thought about this man. I shared my dream
with a friend in her 80s. Surprise! She, too,
is an on-again, off-again HRT recipient.
She’s back on again — for life — and she
tells me of women in their 90s who are too.
So I looked up the scare stats. According
to the British medical journal Lancet in 2019,
the chance for breast cancer for women
starting HRT at age 50 after five years is
between 1 in 50 and 1 in 200, depending
on mixes of estrogen and progestin. The
risk doubles after 10 years. Compare that to
a 2001 review of benefits: “Maximal relief
of vasomotor symptoms, optimal effects on
bone, lipids and the urogenital tract, and
the possibility of protection from cardiovascular disease, cerebrovascular disease,
colon cancer and neurodegenerative disorders such as Alzheimer’s disease.”
Soon I’ll turn 80. Now what?
Author@HelenHinchliff.com
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CRD funding
process needs
to be reversed
and audited
I was pleased to see the
announcement that the
Rainbow Road and Lower
Ganges Road sidewalk project has now completed the
First Nations review and can
proceed with tendering.
(“Pathways Projects To See
Action” Feb. 5 Driftwood).
I was also pleased to see
CRD director Gary Holman’s
acknowledgement of the
necessity of this delay and
his thanks to those involved.

This admission is in stark
contrast to his previous and
less poetic comments made
regarding the project’s progress and my involvement as
former Salt Spring Transportation Commission chair.
Now that Gary Holman has
come clean on this, perhaps
he will finally do the same
regarding his own involvement. This is limited to the
decision to continue the
four-year referendum funding passed its fixed term. In
the 2019 budget, the shortterm capital funding of
$250,000 per year for the
Rainbow and Lower Ganges
roads project was redirected
to long-term CRD administrative expenses, in direct
contradiction to the referendum terms.
The action Gary Holman
has taken in support of staff

— which was also supported
by previous director Wayne
McIntyre — will cost Salt
Spring Island taxpayers $1
million in additional spending during Holman’s current
four-year term. This will further continue at a rate of
$250,000 a year every year,
term after term until someone can figure out how to
reverse the process or turn
off the tap.
What is really needed is
an independent audit of the
funding of the 2014 referendum and the numerous other
CRD Salt Spring capital projects and reserve accounts.

ROBIN WILLIAMS,
SALT SPRING

Send your letters to
the editor to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.com.

celebrating SENIORS

Dance and Dine
program on tap

RESPONSE HAS SO FAR BEEN ENTHUSIASTIC
TO A FREE SALT SPRING COMMUNITY SERVICES
PILOT PROGRAM LAUNCHING THIS FRIDAY.
Dance and Dine matches facilitated dance
movement with a yummy nutritious lunch, and
is free for people aged 60 plus. The pilot series
will run on consecutive Fridays until the end of
March at the lower hall at All Saints By-the-Sea.
Dance Your Ability, with trained facilitator,
Viv Nielsen, allows for individuals to move to
music as they are able. There is no pressure to
learn specific moves, rather support is offered
to move in ways that are comfortable and
enjoyable. The dance movement is individual,
but the experience is one of connection.
Sessions end with a nutritious lunch with fellow
participants provided by Harvest Kitchen.
“There is so much research now showing
that dance is one of the best things we can
do for our bodies and minds,” states Shellyse
Szakacs, SSICS Seniors’ Program coordinator.
“Research shows that dance above other forms
of exercise, significantly reduces the incidence
of dementia and slows its progression. It
supports cognitive function, but the best part
is that it is really enjoyable”
United Way created the Active Aging Program
because inactivity leads to an overall decline
in health. As many as 30 per cent of older
Canadians fall each year, and 80 per cent of
hospitalizations among seniors are due to falls.

Home is Where the Heart is
s

Jane Owen (HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com
In-Home Assisted Living

I FYO U
COULD
HEARBETTER
EN V ISION W H AT
2020CANSOUNDLIKE
NexGen Hearing can help you hear better in 2020.

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
Grace Point Square, 1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

One-hour dance sessions start at 11 a.m., followed
by lunch served at 12:15 p.m.
Pre-registration for sessions at 250-537-9971 is
required. Participants will be asked about dietary
restrictions, physical ability and favourite music.

Ask our residents:

Life is
relaxing
here.

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Helen, Glenn and Otis
are happy to have
all the comforts
of home.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney l 250.656.8827 l www.welcometopeninsula.ca
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Complex forest
issues reviewed
SUBMITTED BY SS COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Approximately 40 people came to discuss the complex issues surrounding our forests and the wide variety of relationships that we have
with them at the Jan. 27 Salt Spring Community Alliance gathering.
The discussion began with a large circle in which everyone participated by answering “Why are forests important to you?”
Answers were heartfelt and very personal. Many spoke with awe of
the beauty of forests and the rejuvenation and nourishment they offer
— both to ourselves and to the plants and animals that thrive in them.
Some spoke of their pristine air and their importance to our mental
health. Others spoke of the forests’ roles as nature’s water-retaining
sponge as well as their glorious shade in warm summers.
Many cited the balance our forests give to our island home, expressing that they are essential to our survival, the habitat for ecosystems
and complexities in nature beyond our understanding. They reminded
us that we are forced by climate change to figure out how to protect
our precious forests. Others spoke of a different close relationship with
trees as their livelihood, citing decades of both cutting and planting
them. They offered the perspective of logging as a centuries-old and
critically-important element of Salt Spring’s ecology and economy. We
were reminded that agriculture required the clearing of trees and that
regeneration is successful on Salt Spring.
A number spoke of their love of forests but also of their recognition
that trees were cut to build their homes. They shared their appreciation
of lovely wood products that enrich their lives every day. They wished
for a balance of these conflicting feelings. Some sought solutions by
lamenting the disappearance of local wood economies, such as local
mills and wood crafting, with so many of our logs going to China.
Couldn’t we re-establish those businesses to allow a forest economy to
continue while still respecting our forests?
With clearly different perspectives, participants split into three
groups to further explore this complex issue by discussing: “What are
the challenges, issues and complexities that are obstacles to achieving
or sustaining balance for our forests?” While the three conversations
were markedly different, two very different perspectives emerged:
“Everything must change. It is no longer business as usual,” and “Nothing needs to change. Business as usual is just fine.”
One group worked to define “clear cutting.” The benefits of different, more ecological methods of logging were mentioned with
frequency. Also, our wastefulness as a society was discussed as well
as the impact of this wastefulness on our forests. It was asked: “What
compromises and alterations are we willing to make concerning our
lifestyles and the way we live?” A conclusion from the small groups
seemed to be that this discussion was the first step toward understanding those with different perspectives. Solutions will require working
together and compromise, as do most things in our diverse community.
Just before the end of the meeting, everyone gathered again into
one large circle for the opportunity to speak to these three queries:
“What surprised you?” “What did you not hear?” and “Do you have
a project in mind, and do you need help with that project from folks
in the room?” In answer to the first question, some were surprised
by the respectful discussion that resulted when so many different
strongly-held opinions were expressed. In response to “What did you
not hear?” some said not enough was said about fire prevention. One
person noted that we did not focus on defending private property
rights. There was no plan to protect our forests while also keeping our
loggers in business.
Projects that emerged from the third question were: an invitation
to visit Seven Ravens Eco-Forest to see what is being done there as an
alternative to clear cutting; a request that information from the meeting be shared with landowners to inform them of potential restrictions
that may be coming on tree cutting; volunteers were sought to help
map the island’s big trees; a project to control our deer population
through a controlled venison harvesting program was proposed to
improve the recovery of clear-cut areas; a request was made to assess
forests in protected lands (possibly by the Salt Spring Conservancy) for
a selective logging project; a study to look more deeply into the community forest project by a Chekamus and Whistler partnership was proposed; and an invitation was given to all to attend the next Community
Alliance meeting (Feb. 24) to discuss the Climate Action Plan.
This discussion clearly illustrated that forests are an extremely complex
issue. It also revealed the extent of the work needed to bring those with
a diverse array of forest perspectives together to address the issue. Listening to others’ perspectives was only the first step on a long journey.
Some who wanted answers were frustrated, lamenting “We haven’t
solved anything!” Despite this frustration, new connections were made
among those with different perspectives. These connections were illustrated by the multiple conversations extending long after the end of
the meeting. Only at 10 p.m. when the lights were turned out did these
groups disperse.
We are left with the question “Who will take this to the next level?”
Island Forest Watch volunteers will follow-up with individuals to pursue
some of the information that emerged at this meeting. But, to successfully
address this complex issue, strategic alliances with the multiple groups,
such as the Conservancy and Islands Trust, will need to be developed.
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PHOTOS BY GAIL SJUBERG

TIME TO GROW: Seen at Seedy Saturday at the Farmers’ Institute on a sunny Saturday were, from left, Peri Lavender of Salt Spring Apple Company, selling apple trees and bright new swag, and
Mary Alice Johnson from Full Circle Seeds in Sooke. The hall was full to bursting with vendors and islanders ready to tackle a new gardening season.

BC Greens attend BC Natural Resources forum
The B.C. Natural Resources Forum in
Prince George at the end of January brought
together resource industry leaders, provincial
government officials and Indigenous leaders
to discuss how we can enhance sustainability and competitiveness in British Columbia’s
resource sector. The BC Greens attended for
the first time.
Natural resources have been the foundation of the British Columbia economy. In the
rotunda at the legislature there are paintings depicting agriculture, fishing, forestry
and mining, four industries that have been
the source of much of the prosperity of our
people, communities and province.
The BC Greens are not opposed to resource
use. However, we have long been critical of
how our natural resources have been managed. We are concerned about a model of
natural resource development in B.C. that has
for too long relied upon simply extracting and
exporting non-renewable resources, often in
a way that benefits the shareholders of major
multinational corporations more than it benefits local communities, and that forgoes eco-

Adam Olsen
MLA’S

REPORT
nomic opportunities for people here.
We have outstanding natural assets in B.C.,
and we can be smarter and more innovative
about how we manage them, taking a truly
sustainable approach. There are some exciting
developments in this direction. For example,
Canada’s Digital SuperCluster, Innovate BC
and a number of tech companies participated
in this forum. Through partnerships with the
tech sector we can make our natural resource
sectors more competitive, more efficient, and
add more value in B.C. communities.
Our criticisms of historic and current provincial government policy is not an attack on

expert

industry, workers or rural communities. It is
the job of the BC Greens, as members of the
opposition and partners with the government, to create a healthy tension (even at
times in an imperfect way), demand better
policy and much longer-term thinking that
stewards our natural resources for the benefit
of current and future generations of British
Columbians.
In some cases we are the lone voices
in opposition asking tough question and
demanding answers. The lofty claims of the
liquefied natural gas industry is an example.
There are substantial environmental and
social challenges that are the result of a massive expansion of fracking, fugitive methane
emissions, energy intensive processes of liquefaction and shipping a fossil fuel in a time
when we know we need to be urgently moving away from fossil fuels, not trading one
fossil fuel for another.
The BC Greens are the only MLAs that
criticized and voted against the massive taxpayer funded corporate welfare package for
LNG. While our colleagues in the BC NDP and

ADVICE

BC Liberals celebrate the so-called economic windfall, they conveniently ignore these
huge subsidies, the increasing costs of climate
change, and Indigenous rights and the social
maladies created by going all in on boomand-bust projects.
It is this model of natural resource use that
deeply concerns me. As we see ecosystems collapse causing mass biodiversity loss as a result
of this old-style approach, and government
policy continuing the decades-old policy of
division in Indigenous communities, it is clear
we have to embrace a new path forward.
The BC Greens are thankful for the warm
reception at the BC Natural Resources Forum.
It’s with an open heart and a commitment to
dialogue that we can overcome our differences.
We must support the people and communities across our province. We are stronger
when all of the regions of B.C. are thriving.
My role is to ensure the politicians in Victoria
are making good decisions based on science
and with the long-term health and well-being
of British Columbians at the core.

CALL 250-537-9933
TO BE A PART OF THIS POPULAR FEATURE!

Financial Advice

Real Estate

Mechanic

I’m worried about my savings,
especially with all of the negative
headlines. Can you help?

Listing with the world’s
largest real estate network

Winter does seem to be
holding on

SCOTT HOWE

If you’re looking for some reassurance when it comes to your
investments, I always recommend going back to the original objectives
you set for the money you invested. H ave those objectives changed?
D o you need the money sooner than you ex pected? N o? D o you have a
lan in la e hort ter
ar et u tuation is nor al and orre tions
do occur, producing all manner of headlines including some negative
ones. H owever, if you have a solid plan in place, you can usually remain
onfident a out the long ter out o e. hat s not to say you an t
also make adjustments to your investment strategy along the way, of
course. B ut if you’ve done the groundwork in the beginning, it’s often
just a matter of doing regular reviews and updates as your life changes.
If you haven’t yet built a solid plan, or if you feel it’s time to review
your original lan a rofessional finan ial ad isor an hel . hen when
you’re tempted to panic, remind yourself: this too shall pass.

Scott Howe BA, PFP®, CFP®, CPCA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor
Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868 showe@islandsavings.ca
First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc.

Many of my clients choose RE/MAX as they have worked with
RE/MAX here or in other communities & recognize
RE/MAX as being the leader in the use of cutting edge
technologies within the real estate industry.

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)
STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST
Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate
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P LA T IN U M
A WA R D

GYLE
KEATING

With the recent return of colder weather and snow it is
setting our regular maintenance back a bit.
Let’s be optimistic and say we will probably only be a
couple of weeks behind last year by the time we are into the
last week of March.
So take your snow tires off the middle to end of March
along with your spring check over and plan for any major
work to be done in time for summer holidays.
If your vehicle is due for an oil change don’t put it off just
to fit the weather. If you are hearing odd noises or feeling
something different in your car get it checked out before it
becomes a major problem.
Drive Safe, Gyle
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...has it’s advantages. I choose to represent
MACPHERSON
R E / MA X Salt Spring because my clients
re ei e the following enefits
- B uyer referrals from LE A D ST R E E T our B uyer - Seller world
wide matching services.
- B uyer contacts arising from R E F E R R A LS from R E / MA X inter
offi e ountry wide and world wide offi es in
ountries.
- My listings appear on R E / MA X ’s lead generating proprietary
websites & micro- sites plus my personal website & the ( MLS)
R ealtor.ca site.
- My listings gain ex tra ex posure as B uyers love searching properties
on the R E / MA X mobile phone / tablet app & receiving instant
notifi ations of new listings on their o ile de i es.
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RETIREMENT PLANNING

Never too late to start

Retirement perceptions

Retired Canadians have some advice
for those approaching retirement: don’t
expect it to be as advertised, according
to the RBC Retirement Myths & Realities
poll. Responding to the biennial poll of
Canadians aged 50+, retirees cite three
notable misconceptions about when,
where and how you plan to retire.
As the aging population continues to
grow in Canada, the cautionary note
from retirees is that taking the time to
plan can help ensure you minimize any
gaps between your expectations and the
realities of retirement.
“We know that the majority of
Canadians do not have a retirement plan,
and those who do are more prepared
and confident,” says Rick Lowes, vicepresident, Retirement Strategy, RBC.
“A plan helps you understand all your
options so you don’t have to make major
trade-offs to enjoy the retirement lifestyle
you desire.”
Retired Canadians called out three key
misconceptions about retirement:
Thinking you’ll know your
retirement date well in advance?
While more than half (55 per cent) of
pre-retirees aged 50+ expect to know
their retirement date more than one year
in advance, this was true for only 39 per
cent of retirees aged 50+… and 16 per
cent had no advance notice at all.

Expecting to winter in warmer
climates as a snowbird when you
retire?
Close to one-third (29 per cent) of
pre-retirees expect to be snowbirds, but
only 18 per cent of retirees are actually
flocking south in the winter. Ranking
higher for retirees: spending time with
family (51 per cent) and friends (48 per
cent).
Planning to return to work in
retirement?
While half (50 per cent) of pre-retirees
plan to work in retirement, only 11 per
cent of retirees responded they actually
had returned to full-time or part-time
work. The main reasons why pre-retirees
say they plan to go back to work: to
stay active, mentally (64 per cent) and
physically (48 per cent); to stave off
boredom (44 per cent); and to generate
income (43 per cent).
Lowes also stresses that it’s never too
late for Canadians in their 50s and into
their 60s to set up retirement plans and
make tax-smart decisions, to ensure they
get the most out of their savings and
investments when they retire.
“Perhaps the biggest myth of all is the
fear that you’ve missed the chance to
plan for your retirement,” Lowes adds.
“That’s just not the case. Canadians are
redefining retirement and there is a wide
range of financial options to explore right
up until the day you stop working.”

The numbers don’t lie

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
SERVICES OFFERED
INCLUDE:

•Tax preparation (personal,
corporate, estate)
•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road
250-537-9742

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

SECOND IN A FOUR-PART SERIES

RRSPS

RRSP account holders up
nine per cent this year
Survey results released
Last week BMO announced the findings of its annual RRSP study, which
found Canadians are increasingly contributing to an RRSP: 69 per cent of
Canadians now holding an account, compared to 60 per cent last year.
As well, Canadians who have already contributed to their RRSP say they have
contributed $6,409. This is up from $5,247 in 2018. The average amount held in
RRSP accounts has hit $111,922, up by almost $10,000 compared to 2018.
The Retirement Equation
Up against constantly changing
variables like life expectancy rates, cost
of living and career paths, Canadians
are moving the bar on when they plan
to retire. The report revealed:
• On average, Canadians plan to
retire by age 62. But 25 per cent of
Canadians do not know when they
will retire and 10 per cent don’t think
they will ever be able to retire.
• Fifty-nine per cent of Canadians
are unable to estimate how much
money they would need to retire
comfortably. Meanwhile, only half of
Canadians are hopeful they will have
enough money by their retirement
and will be debt-free by the time they
retire.
• Those surveyed who can estimate a
dollar amount say they would need
between $1 million and $1.5 million.
• illennials believe they will need
more money to retire than boomers,
$1.7 million on average compared to
boomers, who think they need under
a million.
• Women believe they need less money
to retire compared to men (average
of $1.2 million and $1.4 million
respectively).
“The financial equation for
retirement is changing, and Canadians
need to consider many variables when
determining how much they need to
fund the next chapter of their lives,”
said Robert Armstrong, director, multiasset solutions, B O Global Asset
Management. “It’s important Canadians
work with a financial advisor to
establish an effective plan that prepares
them in the lead up to and following
retirement. A financial planning expert
can help define a personalized strategy
and approach to help save and invest
for the future.”

It’s your ﬁnancial well-being.
Are you keeping score?

Maximize the Benefits of a RRSP
Start early: Get serious about building
retirement assets and take advantage of
the tremendous impact that compound
interest has on the growth of your RRSP
by setting up a continuous savings plan.
Maximize your contributions: Making
small, regular contributions can help
you get closer to reaching your limit
each year. Contribute only within
your available room, because you’ll be
charged a one per cent penalty every
month for over-contributions over
$2,000.
Expertise: A financial planner can take
a holistic look at your financial situation
and your goals to help you figure out
the details of your retirement plan.
Monitor progress: Keep an eye on how
your accounts are doing and check in
with your financial planner to see if you
should adjust your plan.
D a t a - d r i v e n r e t i r e m e n t : B O ’s
Retirement Savings Calculator can help
you determine how much money you
will need for your retirement and assess
whether your current financial plan will
get you there.

The BMO RRSP Survey was conducted by
Pollara Strategic Insights via an online survey
between Nov. 26 and
Dec. 3, 2019, with
an online sample
of 1,500 adult
Canadians. Data
has been weighted
using the latest
census information to
be representative in
terms of age, gender
a n d r e g i o n . Th e
margin of error for a
probability sample size of
1,500 is ± 2.5 per cent 19
times out of 20.

Say yes to
life’s possibilities.

Clear & honest pricing.
To achieve true ﬁnancial well-being,
YOUR
Smarter
solutions.
you ﬁrst need
to know if you’re
on
LIVING
track to meet your ﬁnancial goals.
PLAN
Local
expertise.
Try the IG Living Plan Snapshot™
SNAPSHOT
Offset your merchant fees with Baseline this

Let IG Wealth Management work with you to create a ﬁnancial plan for you
and your family – an IG Living Plan™ – that adapts and changes as your life
does so you can embrace all of life’s possibilities.

customers pay in their home currency.

Talk to me today.

tool to get your score now.

tourist season. Get a 1.5% rebate when foreign
Visit snapshot.investorsgroup.com/.
Weber
MARKUSMarcWENZEL

MARKUS WENZEL

Payments
Consultant
BBA (Hons), CFP,
Financial
Consultant
C: 604-999-9991
Investors Group
Financial Services Inc.

BBA (Hons), CFP, Financial Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

marc@baselineprocessing.com

baselineprocessing.com/ssi
250-653-9788

markus.wenzel@IG.ca

Baseline is an Elavon Payments Partner & Registered MSP of the Canadian branch of U.S. Bank & Elavon.

250-653-9788
The Poynt Smart Terminal

Trademarks, including Investors Group, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

markus.wenzel@IG.ca

Trademarks, including Investors Group, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
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RRSPS

New year means new rules and tips for RRSPs
Check on changes for
2020 contributions
(NC) A Registered Retirement
Savings Plan (RRSP) is one of today’s
most commonly used savings vehicles, in large part because contributions are tax-deductible and the
product is designed specifically for
retirement.
You’ll have until March 2, 2020 to
contribute to your RRSP and claim
the amount on your 2019 tax return.

Any contributions made after this
deadline will count towards the
2020 tax year.
RRSP season is a great opportunity to review your finances and
decide if you want to make any
adjustments or set up automatic
contributions for the upcoming
year.
With the 2019 deadline fast
approaching, here are some tips
from TD:
New year, new rules: Every year,
there are new contribution limits,

deadlines and other changes. For
example, in 2020, first-time homebuyers can now withdraw up to
$35,000 (or $70,000 per couple) from
an RRSP to finance a down payment on a home, subject to eligibility and conditions. This withdrawal
is tax-free but must be repaid into
the RRSP within 15 years. Before
taking out any money, speak to an
advisor or financial planner to see if
this program is appropriate for you.
Contribute carefully: Understanding how much to contribute can be

confusing. In 2019, each Canadian
has a personal RRSP contribution
limit of up to 18 per cent of their
earned income, up to a maximum
of $26,500 plus any unused contribution room from past years. However, those belonging and contributing to an employer’s pension plan
may have reduced limits for their
RRSP. It’s important to keep track of
all your contributions to ensure you
stay within your annual limit.
Withdraw wisely: RRSPs are typically set up to support long-term

savings and retirement. Since RRSPs
are designed for long-term saving, withdrawals are subject to tax.
However, under the Home Buyers’
Plan, first-time homebuyers can
withdraw up to $35,000 (or $70,000
for a couple) to finance a down payment, subject to eligibility and conditions. The withdrawal is tax-free
but must be paid back into your
RRSP within 15 years. Speak with an
advisor or financial planner before
withdrawing any funds to ensure
you understand the implications.

LINES OF CREDIT

Think twice before borrowing against your home equity
HELOCS come with risks
(NC) An estimated three million Canadians have one, and they have emerged as the
single largest contributor to the growth of
household debt in Canada.
Yet many consumers do not appear to fully
understand how they work.
No, we’re not talking about credit cards or
car loans. We’re talking about home equity
lines of credit or HELOCs.
According to a 2019 survey by the Financial
Consumer Agency of Canada, many people
appear to lack awareness of the terms and

conditions of this widely sold financial product, exposing them to the risk of over-borrowing, carrying debt for extended periods and
uninformed decision-making.
HELOCs are a secured form of revolving
credit. The lender uses your home as a guarantee that you’ll pay back the money you
borrow. And, as you pay your HELOC down,
you can borrow it again, up to a maximum
credit limit.
Most major financial institutions offer them
with a mortgage as a combined product,
which is sometimes called a readvanceable
mortgage. Many use them for renovations,

TFSAs & RRSPs

debt consolidation, vehicle purchases and
day-to-day expenses.
When used responsibly, HELOCs can benefit consumers through low interest rates,
convenient access to funds and flexible repayment terms.
Unfortunately, the convenient features of
HELOCs can encourage consumers to add too
much to their debt load.
In fact, 27 per cent of those who responded
to FCAC’s survey said they make mainly interest-only payments on their HELOCs. Considering that, on average, Canadians owe about
$65,000 on their HELOCs, this means many

homeowners end up carrying debt for long
periods.
So, if you have a home equity line of credit
or are considering getting one, you need to
ask yourself:
Would a HELOC tempt you to use your
home like an ATM?
Could you still afford HELOC payments if
you lose your job or interest rates go up?
Are you prepared to stick to a plan to pay
it off fully, and avoid continually borrowing
against your home equity?
Those are just some of the questions to
consider.

Learn more about the differences and benefits of each.

Should you contribute to your RRSP or your TFSA? The decision can be taxing. The best strategy might be to contribute to both. Consider the table below before making your decision.

Minimum Age

Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA)

Registered Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP)

To open a TFSA you must:

There is no minimum age to open an RRSP;
however, you must have earned qualified income in the previous year to contribute and:
• Be a Canadian resident, and
• Have a Social Insurance Number (SIN)

• Be 18 years of age or older
• Have reached the age of majority in the province where you set up
the account
• Be a Canadian resident
As long as you meet the above requirements, there is no maximum
age to contribute.

Contributions can be made until the end of the year in which you turn 71. After that
point, you must convert your RRSP into a Registered Retirement Income Fund (RRIF) or
an annuity.

Contributions

• Contributions are NOT tax deductible.
• Annual contribution dollar limit is determined by the Canadian Revenue
Agency (CRA). For 2020, the maximum contribution limit is $6,000
annually, plus any unused contribution room from previous years.*
• Unused contribution room can be carried forward indefinitely.

• Contributions are tax deductible.**
• Maximum contribution for 2019 is 18% of your previous year’s earned income up to a
maximum of $26,500, plus any unused contribution room from previous years.
• Unused contribution room can be carried forward until the end of the year in which
you turn 71, as above.

Withdrawals

• Withdrawals are tax free.
• Withdrawals in one year will increase contribution room by the same
amount in the following year.

• Withdrawals are taxed as income.
• Withdrawals do not create additional contribution room.

Deadlines

There is no deadline for contributions to a TFSA, as the unused
contribution room is carried forward into the next year. However, a
withdrawal in any year does not increase the TFSA room until the
following calendar year.

In order to receive a deduction on your 2019
tax return, contributions must be made by March 2, 2020.

Maximum Age

A Scotiabank Investment Specialist can help you determine how each can help you achieve your goals.

Brian Young, PFP
Investment Specialist and Financial Planner

250-216-8159
brianjp.young@scotiabank.com
*
®

If you have never contributed to a TFSA, you can contribute up to $69,500 for 2020. Contact CRA to confirm your available TFSA contribution room. ** Your RRSP deduction limit can be found on your most recent Notice of Assessment from the Canada Revenue Agency.
The above chart provides highlights of TFSAs and RRSPs. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to be investment or tax advice. Investors should consult a professional advisor for specific investment and tax advice.
Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotiabank includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia Securities Inc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial Planner”,
“Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and “Financial Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative who is also registered in the category of Financial Planner.
Scotia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association.
5392-2020-0129 F2
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ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT

Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”

EXHIBITIONS

FOR MORE SALT SPRING
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT HAPPENINGS,
SEE OUR WHAT’S ON CALENDAR
ON PAGE 14.

Birgit Freybe Bateman shows photos
ArtSpring presents
Russian Museum
collection

Mindful Vision is Bateman’s description of her ability to see potential
subjects where others might not,
and reflects her mind’s accumulated
knowledge and her artistic training in
seeing and composing each picture.
SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING
The collection is diverse with far-rangIn 2010, Birgit Freybe Bateman, ing subjects — environmental, animal
to her surprise, was invited to show and industrial — from many contiher photographs in Russia, and the nents. It is interesting that humans,
following year 67 of her images despite appearing in many images, are
PUCCINI
were hung in The
Stroganoff
Palace, seldom the focus; they oftenPUCCINI
JOHN
MCLACHLAN,
only prowhich is part of MARC
the Russian
Museum vide a context for the patterns, colours
ATKINSON,
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
MADAMA BUTTERFLY
in St. Petersburg.
DER FLIEGENDE
and motifs that so attract
Bateman’s
AND SCOTT WHITE
This honour came about, partly, by eye.
HOLLÄNDER | WAGNER
her ability to speak German to the
This is a fascinating and comprehenTUES MAR 10
non-English speaking
curator
SATMAR
NOVBateman’s
9
SAT NOV
9 she met sive exhibition showcasing
SAT
14
7:30PM
at a dinner, and
the remarkable vision unique perspective on life as it unfolds
10:00AM
10AM
10AM
$30
Adult
and diversity of
subject
contained in around her. She pays attention. With Sandhill Cranes by Birgit Freybe Bateman of Salt Spring, part of
$22/$19
Senior
$5
Youth Senior
$22/$19
$22/$19
Senior
the selection of
images she sent to an unerring eye for
composition,
her the Mindful Vision exhibition that opens next Friday.
$13 Youth
him for consideration.
Hebyselected
sponsored
John Moore strong artistic background provides
them all.
a solid springboard from which she photographs provide a smorgasbord that, on many levels, satisArtSpring is delighted
to bring explores colour and pattern
in a wide fies taste and provokes thought.
rtSpringPresents
rtSpringPresents
The exhibit opens Friday, Feb. 21 with a reception starting at
Birgit’s Mindful Vision exhibition to variety of subjects. Mindful Vision runs
Salt Spring. It’s the first time the collec- the gamut from emotionally seductive 5:30 p.m. It continues from Feb. 24 to March 8, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
tion has been shown inartspring.ca
North America. to slightly unsettling. Asartspring.ca
a whole the An artist’s talk will be held Friday, Feb. 28 from 12 noon to 1 p.m.

PUCCINI
JANINA
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
FIALKOWSKA

THUR MAR 5
7:30PM
| bar
SAT
NOV
9 6:30PM
$30 Adult

10AM
$5 Youth

$22/$19 Senior

sponsored by
Joan Farlinger and Mary & Alan Hughes

rtSpringPresents

artspring.ca

FEB. 12, 2020

FEB. 19, 2020
CHILDREN’SART
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CHORAL
me to our and paradise!
WelcoFESTIVAL
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2019 VISITORS’ GUIDE

WORKSHOP

. Galiano . Saturna
. Mayne . Salt Spring
. Pender

with

Morna Edmundson
THUR MARPUCCINI
19 - SUN MAR 22
$130, AFTER FEB 6 $160

MADAMA BUTTERFLY
REGISTER

Early bird starts JAN 6 $130, after
FEB 6 $160. Registration closes
SAT 12.
NOV
9 music packet
March
Includes
and
2 tickets to Sunday show plus
10AM
Saturday dinner and snacks.

ATTRACTIONS • RECREATION • ARTS • MAPS • DINING • ACCOMMODATIONS

!
W
O
N
K
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$22/$19 Senior

rtSpringPresents

artspring.ca

If you are involved in one or
FEB. 26, 2020
more of the following:
• accommodations
• dining & entertainment
• retail • studio • gallery
• outdoor adventures
Call us to advertise in the
award winning 36th edition of

The Gulf Islander
250.537.9933

FEB. 26, 2020

Gulf

VISITOR INFORMATI

ArtSpring youth program yields rich results

Gulf Islander
VISITOR INFORMATION FOR THE CANADIAN GULF ISLANDS

Exhibition set for
Feb. 14, 17 and 18
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

2019 VISITORS’ GUIDE

r
Welcome to ouisland paradise!

Welcome t

. Galiano . Saturna

. Mayne . Salt Spring
A free arts enrichment program
. Pender
offered annually by ArtSpring is getting ready to share its 2020 project
results with the community.
HIROMOTO
IDA
Islanders can see
how local youth
PUCCINI
have transformed things like used
(ICHIGO-ICHIEH
PUCCINI
LIONS
GATE
envelopes,
juice tin lids and cardboard
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
NEW THEATRE)
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
SINFONIA
WITH
into amazing artworks during three
PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
exhibition
MON
MAR 30dates starting this Friday, JOAN BLACKMAN
Youth arts enrichment program participants working on projects at ArtSpring on Friday
Feb. 14.
7:30PM
are,APR
from 19
left, Blossom MacAllister, Lyra Gay and Xiomara Robles.
This
year
SAT
NOV
9 the program is being run by SAT
$30
Adult
NOV
9
ATTRACTIONS • SUN
someone with a special connection
to RECREATION • ARTS • MAPS • DINING • ACCOMMODATIONS
$5
Youth
10AM
ATTRACTIONS • RECREAT
10AM
2:30PM
the facility:
$22/$19
Seniormaintenance manager Erin $22/$19
$45
Adult
Senior
Cleal. by
Cleal
also
happensand
to be a studio damaged and discarded children’s during the first class how quiet the
sponsored
Victoria
Olchowecki
Youth Other materials she brought
Made who
in BC Dance
on Tour a lifelong prac- $5 books.
artist
has made
group seemed to be, she soon realized
tice of creating art with materials that in for the ArtSpring workshops were that’s because they were concentratmightrtSpringPresents
otherwise be discarded.
Herare
dis-involved
scraps
of printed
words,
If you
inrtSpringPresents
one
or more of
the maps, sheet ing on their work.
tinct collage style employs bold
graphic music and wrapping paper.
“I can’t believe how much they
following:
elements and an almost seamless
cut“I save
everything,”
Cleal confirmed, get into it and it really takes up their
•
accommodations
•
dining
&
entertainment
artspring.ca
artspring.ca
ting and glueing technique that
belies
her
family adventures
members regularly time,” she said.
• retail
• studioadding
• gallery
• outdoor
the constructed nature of the work. send her packages of the metal ends
In addition to teaching kids how to
She
has been
her trade from
frozen
juice
concentrate.
make art without spending a lot of
MAR.
11,sharing
2020some ofCall
APR.
01,
2020
us to advertise in the award winning 35th edition of
secrets with a dozen or so students
Those finished-edge disks are the money on supplies, Cleal’s techniques
from grades 3 to 7 who have joined the perfect mount for collaged fridge offer an accessible entry into art-makthree-week ArtSpring program.
magnets, which is one of the projects ing for those who may not have develAs someone who grew up without she’s had students undertake. They’ve oped graphic skills.
a lot of material excesses, Cleal’s goal also made wall hangings using office
“I started doing collage because I
has always been to not let lack of supplies and a set of unique greeting can say what I want to say through
If you are
money get in the way of creating, a cards. This past Friday they were about these other images. Not everybody
or but
more o
message she hopes to pass on to her to launch into a giant group painting can draw the perfect butterfly,
students.
on the corrugated cardboard sheets they can put the perfect butterfl•
y on
accom
“I’ve been a collector and a saver of covering their work tables. (Cleal their art piece,” Cleal said.
dining
things forever, and I just thought I’d saved the packaging from those very
Art pieces produced during •the
share it with them,” she said.
tables for the workshop.)
past few weeks will be on display
at
• retail
During childhood Cleal was allowed
Participation in the free workshop ArtSpring over the Family Day weekstudio
to keep up to three large paper bags came through notices to the local ele- end from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on Friday•and
of materials for her projects at a time. mentary schools and middle school at from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday,
• gallery
She encourages using cereal boxes for first, with additions arriving through Feb. 17, plus Tuesday, Feb. 18 from 10
card stock and often finds images from word of mouth. If Cleal was concerned a.m. to 4 p.m.
• outdo

!
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O
N
K
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DANCE

Tentacle Tribe set to dazzle with Ghost show

Humour, poetry, technique
and more in dance evening

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, ArtSpring presents
another dance treat when two former RUBBERBANDancers, Emmanuelle Lê Phan and
Elon Höglund, perform with their own company, Tentacle Tribe, which was founded in
2012 in Montréal.
Tentacle Tribe’s latest piece, Ghost, offers

a distinctive mélange of street dance, tribal,
contemporary and martial arts, set to a score
that echoes the subtle pulse of respiration.
“The six dancers are a joy to watch,”
explains ArtSpring marketing manager Diana
Lundine. “They move like one entity, creating an intricate dynamic that is satisfying
in the extreme. They become a six-headed,
12-armed, 60-fingered being that contracts
and expands like air filling the lungs, or waves
being pulled by the moon. In Ghost, the per-

formers exemplify what happens when communication takes place on a profound, intuitive and spiritual level.”
Ghost is steeped in poetry, humour and
dazzling technical precision, adds Lundine.
Showtime is 7:30 p.m. with the lobby bar
open at 6:30. A post-show talkback will be led
by community engagement facilitator Anna
Haltrecht.
As well, Lê Phan and Höglund, who have
also performed with Cirque du Soleil, Cirque

MULTI-MEDIA

Orca and salmon star in Against the Current
Art exhibit, talks
and film
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Mahon Hall is the location for a multi-media
group show and related
events opening this Friday
that will address the plight
of the southern resident
killer whale population.
Coordinated by the Salt
Spring Arts Council, Against
the Current: Orca + Salmon
will feature whale and fishthemed artworks by selected artists and youth participants in the main part of the
hall, while a two-hour video
loop of documentaries and
educational content runs in
the back room. The exhibition period will also include
a number of workshops and
talks informed by the art,
plus a special film screening
on opening night.
Arts council program
manager Jane MacKenzie
has been working for several years to bring more
events to the hall in the
period between Wintercraft
and the Easter Art Show.
The upcoming program was
inspired by sad events taking place at the same time
as youth art classes run by
the SSAC in 2018: the epic
mourning journey during
which orca J35 or Tahlequah
carried her dead calf for 17
days. The tragedy was just
the latest for a population
on the brink of disappearing, with human impacts
from over-fishing, vessel
noise and ocean pollution
to blame.
“Artists are responding more and more to
these issues,” MacKenzie
observed. “There’s nothing
else that has much resonance as the environment
and the extinction of species.”
MacKenzie worked with
Gulf Islands artist and teacher Emily Gooden last spring
to produce an immersive art
experience by high school
students called Please Touch
the Artwork. It included
workshops, a public exhibition and a fashion show
with pieces made from recycled clothing and materials.
“I really saw the benefit of

Salt Spring’s CIBC Banking Centre is
Celebrating its 50th Anniversary!

ComeJoin ourCelebration!
WHEN: Wednesday, Feb. 19 between 11:30 am-1:30pm
WHERE: 120 Fulford-Ganges Road

discuss the important role that
herring play in the life cycle of
the resident orcas and their main
food, Chinook salmon.
With a somber topic at the
heart of the show, Against the
Current won’t have a typical opening reception. There will be a special event to mark the first night,
though, with a film screening of
To the Orcas With Love by Natalie
Lucier. MacKenzie said the film is
uplifting and features some beautiful photography, mainly of the
less troubled northern resident
killer whale population in action.
Against the Current: Orca +
Salmon will be open daily from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Feb. 14 to 23. See
ssartscouncil.com for the full list
of participating artists, events and
workshops.

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Éloize, Bboyizm, and Out Innerspace Dance
Theatre, will lead a community workshop on
Monday, Feb. 17 from 5 to 7 p.m. Participants
will study concepts found in breaking and
popping with a contemporary approach. The
aim is to diversify personal vocabulary while
raising one’s notion of the body and consciousness of movement.
Workshop and ticket sales are available
Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
ArtSpring box office, by phone or online.

Banking that fits your life.

PHOTO COURTESY PAUL BURKE

Artist Paul Burke at work sanding the dorsal fin of a wooden
orca sculpture, which wil be part of the Against the Current
exhibition opening this Friday.
embedding the workshops
with the other events,” said
MacKenzie, who looked at
a similar model for increasing arts engagement this
winter.
Orca Soundings, an art
project started in 2016 that
invited adults and children
to act as the spokesperson
for an individual SRKW
member, was another
source of inspiration.
“People care about the
orcas — there’s no doubt
about it,” MacKenzie said.
“They want to support
something, they just maybe
don’t know how to do it.”
Artists participating in the
show include those whose
work directly addresses
issues of endangered wildlife and ocean sustainability, like Salt Spring’s Paul
Burke and Anna Gustafson.
Guests include SSAC artist-inresidence Joyce Majiski, and
Vancouver Island’s Natasha
Van Netten, both of whose
work embraces the connections between science,
nature and art.
Youth are another important component. Salmon
stencils created by artist
Quentin Harris were distributed to local schools to be
coloured in, with more to be
available on site at the hall.
Around 900 are expected to
make their way back for the
exhibition and multiple class
visits are expected.

As well, MacKenzie has
incorporated orca drawings
made by a Fulford Elementary class into a family tree
depicting all the members of
the J, K and L pods on three
marine charts of their territory. With recently deceased
“ghost whales” shown, the
exercise illuminates how
meaningful each orca death
actually is to the population
as a whole, and also suggests
the devastation to closely
knit social groups.
“If you look at the vast
geography they cover and
how few of them there are,
you really realize the fragility,” MacKenzie said.
Cetacea founders Mike
de Roos and Michi Main
are contributing some scientific elements to the program, based on their work
preserving and articulating
whale skeletons. On display
under glass will be an actual
orca skull, flipper, ribcage
and teeth. Some bones will
be available for people to
touch.
Main and de Roos will also
be giving one of the educational talks, sharing the
bill with biologist John K.
Ford on Monday, Feb. 17.
Ford will talk about killer
whale culture and conservation. The following evening, Hereditary Chief Eric
Pelkey of Tsawout Nation
and marine science specialist
Vanessa Minke-Martin will

GET THE CAR YOU DESERVE
100% Approval**
Available Over 16 Lenders
Better Rates than the Bank!
**see dealer for details

2015 VW

E-GOLF

LIMITED EDITION

2017 SMART

FORTWO
ELECTRIC DRIVE
PASSION

2016 KIA

SOUL EV
LUXURY

2016 FORD

FOCUS ELECTRIC

$21,995* $19,995* $22,995* $17,995*
STK# V25691

2017 CHEVROLET
VOLT LT

STK# E26964

STK# V27239

STK# V27366

2016 FORD
C-MAX ENERGI

2016 NISSAN
LEAF S-HEATED

2007 LEXUS
GS 450H

*
$27,995* $26,995* $16,888* $13,888
STK# V27308

STK# P27075

STK# V27318

http://www.galaxymotors.net/

STK# P27182

*Plus $599 Administrative Fee and Tax.

VICTORIA 250.478.7603 COLWOOD MEGA CENTRE 1772 ISLAND HIGHWAY SALES & SERVICE DL#30897
DUNCAN 250-597-0424 7329 TRANS CANADA HWY SALES DL#31033
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Feb. 12

Thu.

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Historical
Society: Black History
Month.
Fran Morrison of the B.C.
Black History Society
is guest speaker, with
discussion about the story
of the migration and
settlement of black people
in B.C. starting in 1858,
including some of Salt
Spring Island’s own pioneer
families. Central Hall. 2
p.m.
Yoga Nidra—A
Meditation on Deep
Rest.
Guided visualization
meditation, led by Celeste
Mallett Jason at Star
of the Sea Centre for
Spiritual Living and Practice
(St. Mary’s church in
Fulford). 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Participation is by donation
and registration is not
required.
Swing Night.
Swing Night is at Central
Hall tonight. (Not the
Legion as usual.) 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

Feb. 13

ACTIVITIES

Feb. 14

ACTIVITIES

Emergency Prep
Series: Hydro Safety &
Awareness.
Navigating power outages
safely on Salt Spring Island.
Presented by BC Hydro
representatives. Salt Spring
Public Library program
room. 5 to 7 p.m.
Open Mic & Jam.
Thursdays at the Legion. 7
to 9 p.m.
Poetry Book Launch:
Brent Talbot.
Brent Talbot releases
Rainbow Soul Food - Heart
Opening Poetry at the Salt
Spring Public Library. 7:30
p.m.

Fri.

Fri.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Monik Nordine Organ
Trio.
Monik Nordine, sax
and vocals; Tony Genge,
Hammond organ; and
David Emery, drums will
play jazz and blues at the
Legion for Valentine’s Day.
Be prepared to shimmy to
the blues and swing your
partner. 8 p.m.

Insight/Mindfulness
Meditation.
A guided session of
meditation in the Buddhist
tradition by Heather Martin
Galentine’s Day With
at Star of the Sea Centre
Ange Hehr.
for Spiritual Living and
Live band at Moby’s Pub.
Practice. 7 to 8:30 p.m.
9 p.m.
Music Bingo.
ACTIVITIES
Every Wednesday with
ASK
Salt Spring,
Taylor at Moby’s Pub. 7:30
Neighbours
Helping
to 10 p.m.
Neighbours Find Answers.
At the Thrifty Florist Shop
(upper level) from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. This Friday, CRD
director Gary Holman will
join volunteers from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. to listen to
your questions and address
your concerns. All welcome;
coffee and cookies.

Feb. 17

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Thrust: A Visual
Celebration of Human
Sexuality.
Opening reception for
juried show of erotic art.
Featuring artists from Salt
Spring, Pender, Duncan,
Victoria and Vancouver. Salt
Spring Gallery. 5 to 7 p.m.

Family Day 2020: Raven.
Raven is an interactive
storytelling performance:
a light-hearted theatre
version of “How Raven
Stole the Sun,” sharing
the holistic values,
traditions and culture of
Indigenous peoples of the
Pacific Northwest Coast.
Film Screening: To the
Indigenous storyteller
Orcas, With Love.
Dallas Yellowfly (3 Crow
Documentary film directed Productions) brings positive
by Natalie Lucien and with humour, a high-energy
Rob Stewart, David Suzuki, performance and audience
Paul Spong, Alexandra
participation. Mahon Hall.
Morton. Mahon Hall. 7 p.m. 2 p.m. Starting at 1 p.m.,
Part of Against the Current: families are invited to view
the Against the Current:
Orca + Salmon activities.
Orca + Salmon Exhibit
and to enjoy art activities,
facepainting and snacks.

Sat.

Feb. 14

Mon.

Feb. 15

ACTIVITIES

Tentacle Tribe Dance
Workshop.
Blanky.
All-levels dance workshop
Rock, dance, ska, funk
for teens and adults
band at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. led by Tentacle Tribe
founders Elon Höglund
ACTIVITIES
and Emmanuelle Lê Phan.
An Introduction
ArtSpring. 5 to 7 p.m.
to Mindful SelfCompassion.
Against the Current: Two
Facilitated by Marcia
Talks. Two talks offered
Burton. Experiential
in one evening as part
morning of exploration
of Against the Current
at Star of the Sea Centre
exhibition events. Creatures
for Spiritual Living and
of Habit: Culture and
Practice. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Conservation of West Coast
Registration required at
Killer Whales is with John
staroftheseassi@gmail.
K. Ford, Pacific Biological
com.
Station, Fisheries & Oceans
Canada and Department
Karaoke Night.
of Zoology, UBC. Then Mike
At the Legion. 7:30 p.m.
deRoos and Michi Main of
Cetacea share stories of
their experience working
with orca skeletons over
years in Orca Tails From
Feb. 16 the
the Bone Yard. Mahon Hall.
6 to 8 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tues.

Feb. 18

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tentacle Tribe: Ghost.
Dance production by
Montreal-based Tentacle
Tribe conceptualizing hip
hop with a contemporary
twist, while intermingling
organic influences from
earthly creatures. ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee. Regular
business meeting at Lions
Hall starts at 9:30 a.m.,
with trustee reports and
town hall at 12 noon.
Feedback on temporary
use permit application for
Fields store at 804 FulfordGanges Rd. around noon.
Let the Herring Live.
Hereditary Chief of Tsawout
Eric Pelkey and marine
science specialist Vanessa
Minke-Martin give a talk
on the restoration of the
Salish Sea’s distinct herring
populations and the effect
on the southern resident
killer whale population.
Mahon Hall. 5:30 to 7 p.m.

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Tues.

Feb. 18

ACTIVITIES

Evening of Sacred
Poetry.
Facilitated by author and
poet Lorraine Gane, the
evening sees participants
share a favourite poem
with the group and take
time to listen, reflect and
consider their impact and
meaning for personal
journeys in the search for
spiritual insight. Star of the
Sea Centre for Spiritual
Living and Practice. 7 to
8:30 p.m. Participation is by
donation and registration is
not required.
Trivia Tuesday.
Every Tuesday at Moby’s
Pub. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Wed.

Feb. 19

ACTIVITIES

CIBC Ganges
50th Anniversary
Celebration.
At the Ganges CIBC
branch. 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m.
Human Beings and
Their Microbes.
Presentation by Dr. Claire
Cupples at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2 p.m.
Best of the Fests: If
You Could Read My
Mind.
Salt Spring Film Festival
presentation of a
film about legendary
Canadian performer
Gordon Lightfoot.
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

SS Farmers’ Institute
AGM.
Music Bingo.
With guest speaker Conrad See last Wednesday’s
listing.
Pilon on the Farmers’
Heritage Foundation.
Farmers’ Institute meeting
room. 7:30 p.m.

Send your calendar submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

Sun.

Island Pathways AGM.
Topic of Walkable Villages
explored. Salt Spring Public
Library program room. 2 to
4 p.m.

THE FRITZ CINEMA
• Knives Out — Crime novelist Harlan Thrombey dies just
after his 85th birthday, and debonair Detective Benoit Blanc
arrives to uncover the truth. From Friday, Feb. 14 to Tuesday,
Feb. 18, 7 p.m. each night plus a Sunday matinee at 3 p.m.
PG. 131 minutes.
For more movie info go to www.thefritz.ca

EXHIBITIONS
• Thrust: A Visual Celebration of Human Sexuality
opens at the Salt Spring Gallery on Friday, Feb. 14 with
an artists’ reception from 5 to 7 p.m. and continues until
Wednesday, March 18.
• The Group of Six Photographers — Simon Henson,
Larry Citra, Bruce McPhee, Kahsia Hartwell, Ross
McLeod and Judy McPhee — exhibit at Fernwood Road
Cafe until March 15.

Sacred Song Circle. Led
by Barb Slater and Kevin
Wilkie at Star of the Sea
Centre for Spiritual Living
and Practice. 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Monik Nordine and her organ trio, with Tony Genge and David Emery, play at the
Legion on Friday, Feb. 14.

EXHIBITIONS
• Against the Current: Orca and Salmon Exhibit runs
at Mahon Hall from Friday, Feb. 14 through Sunday, Feb.
23, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, with associated events also
scheduled throughout the week.
• Youth Art Enrichment Exhibition of work by students
in an ArtSpring program runs at ArtSpring on Friday, Feb.
14 from 3 to 4:30 p.m.; on Monday, Feb. 17 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.; and Tuesday, Feb. 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Brushstrokes & Bookshelves, a juried exhibition of
work in celebration of the Salt Spring Public Library’s
60th anniversary, is in the library program room for the
months of February and March.

EXHIBITIONS
• Looking Up - a joint show of Bill Underwood’s
photographs and Suzanne Prendergast’s art is in the
ArtSpring lobby until Feb. 28.

Family Day Weekend
Free Swims
Feb. 15, 16 & 17
Rainbow Road Pool
Call 250-537-1402 for exact times

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com/events/
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• Remember When
• Star of the Week
• Where is it

WHEN

VOLUNTEERISM

Thirty years of service for Burch

PHOTO COURTESY SALT SPRING SEARCH & RESCUE SOCIETY

Judy Burch during a past Salt Spring Search and Rescue session. Burch
has volunteered for SSSAR in many capacities for more than 30 years.

Desire to help kids
drew her to the group
BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Things were a lot different on
Judy Burch’s first day with the Salt
Spring Search and Rescue group.
Burch is the longest-standing
member of the group, having
started as a founding member of
the first branch on the island in
1989. Burch at the time was working as a counsellor in the school
system. Through her work she
saw a need for more education
for kids about how to be safe in
the woods.
“I work with kids in the school,
so I saw a need there with the
children. It was something I just
sort of tried and I loved it,” she
said.
After joining, Burch was one
of a small number of people who
would go into the woods in any
conditions to find people who
needed help. SAR in those early
years was different than the welloiled machine it is today.
“In the old days we certainly
didn’t have the numbers we have
now. We didn’t do as much training. Back in the old days we were
just trying to get our feet underneath us. We’ve always had training, though,” she said. “We definitely have developed far more
skills. We do a lot more than we
ever did.”

“There weren’t the strict protocols there are now, and the equipment wasn’t available. Everything
was a little ad hoc,” added fellow
SAR member Alan Bibby.
Though getting the program
up and running was a priority,
Burch did not forget about the
kids. For 16 years, beginning in
2001, she was the coordinator
and presenter for the national
Hug-A-Tree program on the
island. The program is presented
every year in local schools, giving
kids the tools they need to successfully stay safe if they ever get
lost in the woods. She also helped
expand the program to the public, offering evening courses to
people in the community and
especially seniors.
As the years went on, Burch
developed a love for tracking,
and became one of the organization’s highest-rated trackers.
Though to some people tracking
may seem like an esoteric skill
that is a combination of magic,
mystery and luck, Burch explained
that it is as easy as going for a
walk in your backyard.
“All you do is go outside in your
back yard and walk. Then you go
around and see if you can find
where you’ve walked,” she said.
“It’s really an important skill for
searchers. It’s like doing a jigsaw
puzzle. It’s a challenge. You know
they went that way, but can you
prove it? Can you find where they
went?”

Tracking helps decrease the length of time
needed to find the subject. Instead of having
a group of searchers fan out in all directions, a
skilled tracker helps pinpoint the direction of
travel and allows the rescuers to quickly zero in
on their target.
“They can be anywhere if you think about it.
If you walk into Mouat Park, then they could be
anywhere,” she explained. “You could send out
a whole bunch of teams, but you’re wasting a
whole bunch of time. The person may need help
right away. For example, with our elderly people
who can wander away at times, we want to get to
them quick.”
While Burch has fond memories from the last
three decades with SAR, the job was at times difficult. The work can be hard and unforgiving. It is
a risky job with potentially traumatic experiences.
Rescuers often find people at their worst, and
being able to carry on in these circumstances is an
important part of what they do. Thankfully, the
team is like a family and being able to depend on
each other through the hard times makes it more
palatable.
“Judy’s been such a stabilizing force in the
group,” Bibby said. “New members come through
the door and they feel like there’s someone they
can relate to. When someone needs help in training, she’s there and available. She’s always been
available and just generally loved by the people
she’s encountered. I’ve never heard an unkind
word towards Judy, never one.”
After approaching 31 years on the team, Burch
has lately been slowing down with her commitments. She does not spend as much time out on
rope calls or crawling around on cliffs, but she still
has an active and important role to play. Manning
the radio, working in the background, teaching
new recruits and helping kids are still important
parts of the job that Burch is happy to do. Burch
has had a few recognitions for her long service,
but she says the real reward is the feeling of finding a lost child in the woods.
“I’ve been around so long, they had to do
something with me. It’s always nice to be recognized,” she said. “I’d rather just be out there
in the woods, finding a kid, grabbing them and
hugging them . . . I’d rather do that.”

ADOPT A PET TODAY!
Captain is a beautiful,
friendly 7 year old
guy who is looking
for a castle to be king
of. He does require
a special diet and
needs a home that
can help him maintain
good health.

Five years ago
The pilot and passenger of a Cessna 180 floatplane escaped unharmed after their aircraft
crashed upon takeoff from Galiano Island’s Montague Harbour and was partially submerged in
Trincomali Channel. Salt Spring resident Kurt Irwin
was fishing on the other side of Galiano Island
when the mayday call came in and he was one of
the first to respond. When he arrived 15 minutes
later the pilot and passenger had already been
picked up by another private boat near Sphinx
Island.

Ten years ago
Salt Spring’s affordable housing crisis was confirmed in black and white with release of a new
local housing report. “It clearly shows that our
population is struggling with affordability,” said
Janis Gauthier, co-author of the Islands Trust Housing Needs Assessment. “We’re losing families and
we risk changing the fabric of our community, and
it’s already happening.”

Twenty years ago
Texada Logging Corporation director Derek
Trethewey was linked to at least $270,000 of debt
owing to Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas and other private individuals. Paperwork on dealings between
Nelson Skalbania and a Vancouver development
that Texada director Rob Macdonald was involved
with in the mid-‘90s, plus a host of other documents, were brought to the Driftwood by investigative research analyst Adrian du Plessis. A garnishing court order to a Royal Bank of Canada found
no money in Trethewey’s account, and Caesar’s Palace lawyer James H. Goulden told the Driftwood
that the debt had not been repaid.

Thirty years ago
Icy snow on Salt Spring’s Lee’s Hill caused problems for motorists. A quick, heavy snow squall
slicked the hill and Ganges RCMP reported at least
two vehicles couldn’t cope with the icy highway
as it dips into the Burgoyne Valley. Police stopped
vehicles from negotiating the hill until sand was
spread by highways department personnel.

Forty years ago
Two local jurisdictions and a senior government
official approved Mouat Park in Ganges as a site for
a proposed recreation complex. Glenn Woodley,
chairman of the Parks and Recreation Commission,
said the Islands Trust had approved the rezoning of
the subdividable lots adjacent to the campground.
Also, Deputy Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing
Tom Lee was to recommend to the minister that a
site be turned over to the Capital Regional District,
Woodley said. He explained that the government
would continue to maintain the campground.

Fifty years ago
Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years

A complaint about telephones was directed
at users and not at the telephone company or its
service. The Ganges exchange quite frequently
connected one line into another. Instead of getting
through to the number dialled, they landed into
the midst of a conversation, usually on a private
line. Misconnected calls occurred between doctors,
between a real estate firm and a client, and about
a lawsuit. A north-end resident did not complain of
the short-cut to valuable information. She protested the rudeness of many people thus interrupted.
“GET OFF MY LINE!” is the standard remark. “It is
expressed clearly and indignantly and in the tones
of a sergeant-major practising for a yodelling contest,” the Driftwood report noted.

ISLAND LIFE
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LIBRARY ANNIVERSARY

Poetry contest finalists named
‘Magical’ evening created with poetry
submissions and community
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

The Salt Spring Public Library’s program room was full of
people, poetry and love last Thursday evening.
That’s when the Poetry Open Mic was dedicated to
poems submitted for the Our Library in Poetic Life contest
held to mark the 60th anniversary of the library. A dozen
poets whose work was shortlisted read their poems.
Chief librarian Karen Hudson said it was “an unprecedented, magical event. We felt truly honoured with the
love and appreciation expressed by our diverse community
in attendance. I said it was like Valentine’s Day for a librarian.”
Poems submitted by Natalie Meisner and Carrie Cogan
were named the finalists. They will read their poems at
the 60th Anniversary Gala and Dance on Saturday, Feb.
22, and will be presented with first and second prizes by
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May that evening.
“I just want to give a shout-out to [board member] Peter
[Freeman] and Karen [Hudson] for putting together the
amazing Our Library in Poetic Life 60th anniversary event
last night,” said board and anniversary committee member Donaleen Saul on Friday. “It was a remarkable evening
— a full-to-bursting house, a range of ages and extraordinary poetry. I don’t envy the judges. It was truly magical.
I feel even prouder to be part of this board and library.”

PHOTO BY KAREN HUDSON

Natalie Meisner, left, and Carrie Cogan celebrate being named
the two finalists in the Our Library in Poetic Life contest
during Poetry Open Mic on Feb. 6.
In addition to the Feb. 22 gala and special events for
youth at the library that day, the Brushstrokes & Bookshelves juried art exhibit of library and archives-themed
work continues in the program room through March,
along with the Salt Spring Archives display case exhibition.

PERSONAL GROWTH

Mindfulness in focus
Guided meditations and other
exercises used at workshop
Marcia Burton will introduce the practice of Mindful
Self-Compassion, as developed by Chris Germer and Kristin Neff, at a workshop on Saturday, Feb. 15.
The workshop will include some brief theory, followed
by several experiential practices to introduce Mindful
Self-Compassion. There will also be time for participants
to share their experiences of the practices together.
It runs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Star of the Sea Centre
for Spiritual Living and Practice at St. Mary’s church in
Fulford.
“In this workshop, one can expect to enjoy a slowpaced morning to relax and gently reconnect with yourself,” explains Burton. “Together, we will use guided
meditations and experiential exercises that encourage
us to be more self-compassionate, and more compassionate with others. We will also briefly explore some of
the barriers to being kinder to ourselves. You will learn
simple yet powerful techniques that you can take away
to practise on your own, and to support friends, family
and clients.”
Burton is a certified Mindful Self-Compassion teacher. She has an MA in counselling/psychotherapy and is
a registered clinical counsellor. She has been facilitating
mindfulness-based groups for 13 years, has had a private
practice for over 20 years, and is a long-time practitioner
of mindfulness.
Registration is required at staroftheseassi@gmail.com.

FILM

FAMILY DAY Gordon Lightfoot’s career explored in documentary
♥ SALE ♥
Final film in Best of the Fests
50% OFF

all items storewide
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday
Feb. 14-17

$5 sidewalk bag sale
(shoes, clothes, houswares)

oan A e Cro ton •

series at ArtSpring
SUBMITTED BY SS FILM FESTIVAL

Salt Spring Film Festival’s popular Best
of the Fests film series at ArtSpring continues on Feb. 19 with Gordon Lightfoot:
If You Could Read My Mind, an entertaining exploration of the career and influence of the beloved Canadian musical
icon who helped define the folk-rock era.
With 16 Junos and over 10 million
albums sold — and having been inducted
into both the Canadian Music Hall of

Advertising
Deadlines Change
Please note that the
Gulf Islands Driftwood office
will be closed on
Monday, Feb. 17 - Family Day
statutory holiday - and will reopen for usual
business hours on Tuesday, Feb. 18.
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Fame and the Songwriters Hall of Fame
— Gordon Lightfoot is widely considered
Canada’s greatest singer-songwriter.
Produced and directed by Martha
Kehoe and Joan Tosoni, this illuminating
retrospective on the legendary musician
follows Lightfoot’s evolution from Christian choirboy to troubled troubadour,
featuring disarmingly honest musings
from Lightfoot himself, and laudatory
interviews with such Canadian music
legends as Ian and Sylvia Tyson, Murray
McLauchlan, Randy Bachman, Anne Murray, Geddy Lee and Sarah McLachlan.
With rare archival footage and unprec-

edented access to the musician described
by Robbie Robertson as “a national treasure,” this intimate and emotional journey takes audiences from high school
auditoriums in straight-laced, smalltown 1950s Ontario to the Yorkville and
Greenwich Village coffeehouses of the
‘60s, through Lightfoot’s turbulent, substance-fuelled arena shows of the ‘70s,
and finally to the artist as elder statesman, contemplating his own mortality at
80 years of age.
The film is co-presented by Gulf Islands
Community Radio Society and screens at
7:30 p.m.

NON-PROFITS

Local charities to benefit from special foundation fund
Application deadline for spring
granting cycle is March 31
Helping Salt Spring’s non-profit groups build their
capacity will be a focus of the Salt Spring Island Foundation this year.
As the foundation’s Grants Advisory Committee chair
Gordon Chutter explains, “The foundation has always recognized the need to assist non-profits in reaching the next
level of operational or organization maturity. By dedicating funds specifically to those activities that build capacity,
we hope to give this process an even bigger boost.”
For 2020 the foundation has committed $25,000 to
projects that aim to build the capacity of qualified local
non-profits. Of that amount, $15,000 will be awarded during the spring grants cycle. Examples of capacity-building
activities could include strategic planning, technology
upgrades, operational improvements, board development,
improving volunteer recruitment, and even conducting an
organizational self-assessment as a way to learn which
core capacity areas may require more attention.
The impacts of previous capacity-building grants are
being felt by local organizations, says the foundation.
Greenwoods Eldercare Society recently received a $10,000
grant toward an IT infrastructure upgrade project to
enhance the use of electronic information for resident
care planning and record-keeping, communication with

families, and core business systems such as shared calendars and HR scheduling. The upgrade will also enable
accreditation and telehealth capability.
“Greenwoods greatly appreciates the support of the
Salt Spring Island Foundation,” says Greenwoods executive director Aletha Humphreys. “Upgrading our IT infrastructure will significantly modernize our operations,
enable our team to access greater education opportunities and contribute to several quality improvement
initiatives. I think we’re most looking forward to providing computer and Skype access to our residents to stay
in touch with family and friends and engage with new
experiences.”
Another 2019 grant supported our community’s capacity
to handle emergencies. A $6,000 grant to the Salt Spring
Island Emergency Program funded an on-island, two-day
Justice Institute of B.C.–certified course on the subject of
Emergency Operations Centre Essentials. The course was
attended by 20 top emergency program community volunteers and first responders.
For 36 years the Salt Spring Island Foundation has been
supporting the charities that make the island a caring
community. Thanks to many generous donors, more than
550 grants have been awarded to over 85 local charitable
organizations, totalling over $3.3 million.
The deadline for the spring 2020 grants cycle is March
31. For complete information about the foundation,
including how to apply for grants, go to ssifoundation.ca.
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READING

New shelves
set to delight
BY MAGGIE
WARBEY
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

PERFECT CUP: Ometepe Gulf Islands Friendship Association volunteer Jerry Lee Allen serves Ometepe Coffee at
Seedy Saturday at the Farmers’ Institute. OGIFA co-founder Ron Pither has recently returned from Ometepe Island
in Nicaragua with the latest news and goodies to share.
Having declared February Fall in Love With Your Sister
Island Ometepe Month, Pither and OGIFA are planning
special events like one at El Loco Taco on Sunday, Feb. 23
from 3 to 7 p.m. It will feature Ometepe-themed dishes, a
honey tasting bar and coffee cupping, art, music, poetry,
door prizes and table-top take-away gift bags. More
details will be in next week’s Driftwood.

ONTHE
NEWSHELVES

Every day the
new shelves at the
library are being
stocked with the
best of winter reading. Take a
look, and take a book.
Sadly, much of Australia
is burning; however, we can
still dream of the land down
under and visit where the fires
are not. West Coast Australia,
the Lonely Planet guide offers
excellent planning advice,
maps and information about
this more remote part of this
beautiful country. From Perth
on the Indian Ocean coast to
Broome in the north and the
old whaling town of Albany
to the south, this part of Oz
has much to offer tourists.
My Generation: a Memoir of the Baby Boom is the
story of Nowick Gray, a typical
“tune in, turn on, drop out”
advocate who follows his path
from the east coast to California then northward to the
Inuit hinterland of Quebec,
and finally to the mountains
of British Columbia where he
homesteads, raises a family
and works for world peace.
The memoirs take on the
themes of the era: Viet Nam,
university life, the Beatles and
the gypsy life. Reflective yet
contemporary, the book will
appeal to the Baby Boomer
in each of us as we look back
and look forward.
The Law Is Not for Kids: a
Legal Rights Guide for Canadian Children and Teens is an
informative and engaging
treatise on how the Canadian legal system impacts the
rights and responsibilities of
the next generation. Written with young people in

SALT
SPRING

mind, the book
answers questions such as
“What happens
if I get arrested?” on a province by province
basis. Included is a useful glossary of legal terms and appendices. The authors encourage
readers to know their rights
as well as their responsibilities
and to be prepared to fight
for their rights when necessary.
The Anarchy: the East India
Company, Corporate Violence,
and the Pillage of an Empire
is the historical account of the
rise, perpetuation and disintegration of the East India Company as it changed the lives
of individuals and countries.
The author does not shy away
from the violence or corruption of the company’s reign.
Yet, he also includes many of
the cultural gains that reached
Europe because of the pillage
of the east. The book includes
beautiful coloured plates of
relevant portraits, places and
items that bring the story to
life.
Roots Jam 4: World Beats:
Rhythms Wild, also by Nowick
Gray (above), is part of series
on collected hand drum and
percussion rhythms and lessons that the author has
gathered during his travels
and performing experiences.
Included are discussions on
history, cultural differences,
techniques and rhythms, as
well as playing diagrams and
charts. The author reveals
interesting insights into his
own development as a person
and musician. Nowick lives
on Salt Spring Island and can
often be heard drumming
with other nearby musicians.

St★r

of the

WEEK

Judy Nurse
WHERE IS THIS FOUND ON SALT SPRING?
Email your answer to

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
or look for the photo on our Facebook page.
Bonus points if you know who did the writing!

Last Week’s Answer:
Aija Wright was the first person to correctly
identify the fire hydrant in the Salt Spring
Elementary School field.

Salt Spring Public Library
Association board member
Judy Nurse has been one
of the passionate and
driving forces behind the
library’s 60th anniversary
celebrations taking place
this month. Thank you,
Judy!

THIS WEEK’S

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com
TIP OF THE WEEK:

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

Among the top stories this week in the world of astrology is Mars
entering Capricorn (Feb 16 – Mar 30) and Mercury turning retrograde
just hours later (Feb. 16 – Mar. 9) and the Sun will enter Pisces on
February 18, apparently a day early due to this being a Leap Year.
Then, on February 20th, Jupiter in Capricorn will form a socially
opportunistic sextile aspect to Neptune in Pisces. While how such
an aspect will manifest for any of us personally is ever subject to our
own destiny and circumstances, implied in this aspect are themes
of opportunity meetings and communications with others who serve
to effectively help us realize a breakthrough in bringing our dreams
into reality. So be on the watch for or reach out to people who can
guide you through a change process. Due to the Capricorn factor
that Jupiter brings to this equation, success will require some
measure of methodology or instruction and discipline to follow
through.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
You have probably been pushing
hard over the past several weeks.
This trend will continue in some
respects, yet it comes with the
added complexity of Mercury in
Pisces and the Sun soon to enter
as well. These factors will cause
you to want to take some time
out, as well. It might work best
to delegate to others over the
next several weeks, as much as
circumstances allow.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
A deep and steady ambition
continues to inspire you to
persevere with your goals.
Meanwhile, a busy time behind
the scenes includes making repairs
and perhaps a process of healing.
More recently, you have begun
to dream new dreams and this
will prove true right through to
late April. This does not, however,
mean it will be an idle cycle.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
As hopeful as you are to see a
brighter future, circumstances
of late may have and continue to
obscure your view and perhaps
your confidences, as well. This is
a time when the call to be faithful
is sounding louder than usual and
it will not abate soon. Faith in a
larger plan and purpose behind
the many ups and downs of life
is supported by keeping your
imagination in check.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
You are generally in an expansive
cycle, yet have probably had to
dig in deeper as well. This has
perhaps manifested as a more
intense workload. However, the
work could be more internal.
With the former, circumstances
are pushing you to express your
skills and talents more fully.
With the latter, the focus is upon
deciphering what constitutes your
true priorities.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Changes on relationship fronts
continue to roll in. These are
linked to your career and social
status. Positively, they include the
prospect of travel and adventure.
At a deeper level, you are on a
quest to discover how you can
express your creative powers more
fully. Now you are coming into a
deep work cycle that will demand
diligence.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
A cycle of deep analysis continues.
Deciphering what is worthy of
your time and energy and what
is not has been a central theme
and focus. The results of this
process may be leading you to
consider making some significant
changes in your usual approach.
The emphasis has already shifted
to a process of dialogue with
significant others and this will
continue.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
A creative and playful cycle
continues. Yet, this will shift this
week to take on a more serious
tone. Health matters may be a
factor. Paying more attention to
your health has been an important
theme for some years now and
it will continue. As willing as
you may be to take deliberate
measures, deciphering what is
the best approach may still be a
challenge.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Laying claim to a fuller sense
of your individuality has and
continues to be a central theme. It
is causing waves on relationships
fronts. A process of healing of your
sense of authenticity is implied.
Sincere efforts are required and
your determination levels in this
regard will increase this week.
Things could get complicated yet
a clear focus on what you deem to
be fair will help.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Our
perspectives
and
interpretations tend to change
over time. Sometimes they
deepen or are more refined and
precise while at others they
change altogether and we begin
to perceive things differently. At
rarer instances, all of the above
are true and this stands to be one
of those times. At worst, these
changes can prove confusing, at
first.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Getting clearer about what you
want most now in your life is a
central theme now. According
to your astrology at this level,
the suggestion is that you want
first and foremost is for you and
your family to be healthy. This
includes making some changes
close to home which could
amount to cleaning and clearing
the clutter.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
The Sun remains in your sign for
the better part of this week and is
destined to synchronize with you
taking new leads and initiatives.
With your ruling planet in Taurus,
this could manifest as some
major shifts and moves, perhaps
figurative or literal, or perhaps
both. You are eager to change
what has become your habitual
mode of expression so you can feel
more whole and fulfilled.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
The Sun enters your sign this week
and this will inspire you to take
a pioneering approach. You will
have to contend with Mercury
retrograde, but because it is in
your sign, you stand to be one
of the luckier ones as it supports
you to be more pointed, actually,
despite its common influence to
cause mental confusion. Focus to
make the most of it!
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Classifieds 250-537-9933

WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM • OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT:
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES:

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS:

Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify: Monday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS:

3 line rate $16.75 additional lines $1.00 ea

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:

DISPLAY ADS:

$14.00 per col. inch

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

YOUR AD ON-LINE

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

Book your classifieds online - open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or

bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Obituaries

Obituaries

In Memoriam

Coming Events

Salt Spring Island Farmers’ Institute

RALPH DENNIS MAHOVLIC
April 4, 1947 - February 2, 2020

Ralph was a solitary man who lived life on his
own terms. He spent his life in various locations
throughout BC but his heart was always on Salt
Spring Island, the place of his birth. Ralph leaves
behind brothers Peter and Don, sister Sandra as well
as five nieces and nephews, all of whom will miss
him dearly. As per Ralph’s request, there will be no
service.

=<

Salt Spring
Hospice Society
AGM on Wed, March 25
6:30-8:30pm
@ Seniors Centre
To vote at AGM, members
must pay dues by March 11
(2 weeks prior, as per Bylaws)

250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org
SUPPORTED BY

ROBERT RUSSELL SELKIRK
October 25, 1945 - January 26, 2020

It is with deep sorrow
that I announce the
passing of Robert.
Bob passed away
peacefully in Victoria
General Hospital. He is
survived by sister Brenda
Gravelle and brother
William (Bill) Selkirk of
Chalk River and many
friends in Victoria and
on Salt Spring Island.

“When someone you love
becomes a memory the
memory becomes a treasure”

Information

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday February 18, 2020 at 7:30pm
in the upstairs meeting room

Please support your Institute and Directors
by attending this meeting.
GUEST SPEAKER:
Conrad Pilon will provide an overview of the activities of the
Farmers’ Heritage Foundation which manages the Bittancourt
Museum and the Old Equipment display. Visitors, school tours, and
off island bus tours are gaining in popularity.
Your membership is due for 2020.
Single
• amily with children under
PLEASE MAIL TO:
Salt Spring Island Farmers’ Institute,
Box , Salt Spring sland BC,
W
or payment may be made at Foxglove Farm and Garden.
Show your membership card for free admission to the Fall Fair.

Computer Services

Lost & Found

Dennis Wheatley
December 9, 1928 - February 1, 2020

Dennis was born in Leeds,
England December 9, 1928 to
William and Frances Wheatley.
One of twelve, he is predeceased
by Dorothy, Anne, Pauline and
Kathleen but survived by Doreen,
Marie, Peter, Brian, Robert, Terry,
Graham and numerous nieces
and nephews.
There will be an enormous
hole in the lives of his much loved daughters, Brenda
(Reg) and Tina (Dave), granddaughters Ali (Brady),
Patrick, great-grandson and Juli (Trevor) and his love,
Pat and her family.
In 1953, Dennis emigrated to Canada. He started
work in a printing company in Montreal but soon
came to Vancouver to run their sales department. He
went on to own several very successful companies in
Vancouver connected to printing and graphic arts. He
enjoyed the business world but when he was 60 he
enjoyed his retirement even more.
This Yorkshire lad was always keen on sports: cycling
in Europe, windsurfing, skiing, fishing then spending
many hours on the golf course. He was so proud to
receive his honorary life membership at our Salt Spring
Golf Club when he and the Club both hit 90.
Dennis always looked after his physical fitness and
was fortune to enjoy good health for most of his life.
His stroke in 2017 brought big, frustrating changes
culminating in his admission to Lady Minto on January
23 this year. Thankfully, more strokes and pneumonia
brought to an end his journey with vascular dementia .
In keeping with Dennis’s wishes, there will be no
service but a gathering at Brenda’s home at a later date.
Since there is not a separate dementia foundation,
please consider donating in his memory to the
Alzheimer Society B.C. 1-604-681-6530 or email:
giving@alzheimerbc.org

Coming Events

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,
Streets of
Salt Spring

Drafting & Design

Storage

Island.

If you have information on any
of our streets, please contact us
at: 250-537-9933
or
dwsalty@driftwood
gimedia.com
S
GULF ISLAND

Concrete & Placing

Career
Opportunities
GENERAL MANAGER

YOUR COMMUNITY

Your
Classifieds
Financial Services
GET BACK ON TRACK!
Bad credit? Bills? Unemployed? Need Money? We
Lend! If you own your own
home - you qualify.
Pioneer Acceptance Corp.
Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Nuchatlaht First Nation is
seeking a permanent full-time
General Manager. Reporting to
Chief and Council. The General
Manager will oversee the
financial department, direct
and manage the staff, and
oversee the overall day-to-day
operations of the business.
Must be knowledgeable in fund
accounting, along with a
minimum of 5 years previous
work experience as a
manager within a First Nations
Organization. Contact the office
for detailed job requirements.
Salary Range:
$55,000 - $65,000. Hours of
Work: Monday-Friday (8:30
a.m -4:30 p.m.) Email Resumes:
jmichael.nuchatlaht@gmail.com
Closing Date: February 21,2020

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

SALT SPRING ISLAND
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
FINANCE/HUMAN RESOURCES
SPECIALIST
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District invites qualified individuals
to apply for the position of Finance/Human Resources Specialist. The
Finance & Human Resources Specialist reports directly to the Chief
Administrative Officer and supports the Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue
in the performance and delivery of a variety of duties categorized by
financial, human resources and administration.
The work is comprised of supervisory support functions and of a
confidential nature concerning staff, policy, personnel and budget
matters. This position exercises a high degree of independent
judgement and initiative in processing assignments. Policy or
financial related matters or unusual circumstances are referred to the
Chief Administrative Officer and/or the Fire Chief.
We are looking for someone who has:
• Ability to provide efficient confidential administrative support to
CAO and Fire Chief
• Ability to lead, mentor, delegate, coordinate and schedule the work
of support staff.
• Ability to prepare clear written materials
• Ability to prepare complex financial spreadsheets
• Effective oral communication skills, including probing and active
listening.
• Ability to take initiative and exercise independent thought and
good judgement within the scope of the position’s responsibilities.
• Ability to investigate, research, evaluate and develop solutions
within District guidelines
• Strong organizational skills and ability to adapt to a dynamic and
diverse environment and retain focus on priorities and deadlines,
adapting to changing priorities, as required.
• Works well under pressure; deals with stressful situations with
professionalism.
• Ability to work effectively as part of a team and motivate one’s self
to work under minimal supervision
• Ability to process payroll, administer employee benefits programs,
prepare financial reports, assist with the preparation of budgets,
assist with audit preparation, maintain tangible capital asset
management files, submit required legislative reports
Position Requirements:
B.A. in Financial Administration, Business Administration and/
or Human Resources supplemented by accounting courses and/or
at least second year CGA or CMA, or an equivalent combination of
education and experience. Minimum 3 years’ experience with fullcycle Canadian payroll administration with an extensive knowledge
of payroll and accounting principles. Minimum 5 years’ experience
with general ledger, budgets, accounts payable and receivables.
Thorough knowledge of legislation affecting the work (e.g.
Employment Standards, CRA, WorkSafeBC, Municipal Pensions, Local
Government Act etc.) Knowledge of PSAB standards and Tangible
Capital Asset Management Planning are an asset.
Interested individuals are asked to submit a cover letter, resume, proof
of education, and references in confidence to the undersigned. A job
description is available upon request, as well as is the opportunity
to discuss this position with the CAO prior to the posting deadline.
The successful candidate can expect a competitive compensation
package, the opportunity to work with a professional management
team, dedicated employees, and the lifestyle of a lovely small
community in BC.
Applications will be accepted until Friday, February 21, 2020
at 4:00 pm. We thank all applicants for expressing an interest;
however, only those being considered for interview will be contacted.
Laurie Taylor, CAO
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
105 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2T1
Phone 250-537-2531
Email ltaylor@saltspringfire.com

Misc. for Sale
HAY for sale, classic bales,
stored dry, $8.
Bob @ 537-5403

RECYCLE THIS
NEWSPAPER

Cars - Domestic
1941 and 1966
Chevrolets for sale.
1941 chev has a 6cyl
engine, colour midnight blue,
“A” condition. $18,800. Chevelle has V8, white exterior
with red upholstery. $25,500.
Both A condition Email:
lambsend@telus.net.
Phone 250-752-2550.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

MEN’S SOCCER

Old Boys get Churchillian with V’s for victory

The Old Boys turned to
recognize the support of
the large number of fans by
giving Winston Churchill’s
famous two-finger salute
of victory.
Languid as ever, McColl flighted a delicate through-ball for Mike McCormick,
who showed considerable ball control
to outflank the defencemen and notch
a low shot with enough power after
a lung-bursting run to open the scoring. Scott Howe, ever up for a marauding full-back overlap à la Robertson of
Liverpool FC, cut back a cross for McCormick to score the team’s second goal.
The goals just kept coming, with
Rainer Funk latching onto a combined
slip by Matt Johnson and McCormick to
take the goal tally to 3-0.

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Old Boys player Dave Eadie gets the ball with a Vantreights player in hot pursuit and Matt
Johnson ready to be part of the play. Eadie was one of the home team’s goal scorers in a 7-0
rout at Gulf Islands Secondary School field on Sunday afternoon.

D.W. Salty is looking for material for
his column,

D.W. Sa

Streets of Salt Spring Island

St

If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

FEB 13 - FEB 17

VISIT US IN-STORE OR AT TRAILAPPLIANCES.COM
V
FOR MORE GREAT DEALS!

SALE

PRICED

2-Piece Kitchen Package - White

SALE

PRICED

R N
TE SIG
UN DE
CO TH
P
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359994

$

+ SAVE THE
HE
TAX!

• 18.67 cu. ft. Bottom-Freezer Refrigerator
• Smooth-Top Range with Self-Clean Oven

30"

MSRP*
$
4700

Pieces can be sold separately

A last-minute search by the Old Boys
medical team for surgical masks in local
pharmacies on Sunday before kickoff
was unsuccessful, with not one to be
found — all sold out!
Only an experimental vaccine based
on rushed laboratory work of volunteer
Old Boys’ bloodwork was available just
before kick-off. Not all players submitted to the needle but those that did
knew they were forging new sporting
medical frontiers.
The only concern was how the World
Anti-Doping Agency and FIFA would
react. Could the vaccine give an unnatural advantage to the Old Boys over
their opponents Vantreight 48s? It was
noticeable that the visitors set up their
team bench some distance from the
home team bleachers.
Under welcome, sunny skies, a verdant pitch — thanks Mike Brown and
school grounds staff — Old Boys kicked
off, bolstered by Homecoming Weekend returnees Dave McColl, Stefan Cermak and VIP (Vociferous Inspiring Personality) Jim Witherspoon straight from
Hollywood. The team was determined
to rebound after a series of setbacks.
With the resounding rallying cry of
“We are more photogenic than the
other teams but we always play ugly,”
Old Boys stormed down the field, making several forays into the visitors’ half,
spurred on by the considerable home
support.
Goalkeeper Richard Steel soon made
the game interesting with a rather careless clearance straight at an opponent,
who fortunately was so surprised at
this early opportunity he froze in the
moment and the Old Boys cleared the
ball.

MSRP*
$
2750

36"

214996

$

+ SAVE THE
TAX!

3-Piece Kitchen Package - Stainless Steel

Pieces can be sold separately

SAVE THE TAX!

WDTA50SAHZ/YWFE515S0JS/WRF540CWHZ

ON 2+ QUALIFYING APPLIANCES†

† PRICES WILL BE REDUCED BY THE EQUIVALENT OF APPLICABLE TAXES. SEE IN-STORE FOR DETAILS. VALID FEB 13-17, 2020.

2-Piece Kitchen Package Black Stainless Steel

2-Piece Kitchen Package - Stainless Steel
• Smooth-Top Range with Convection
• 5-Cycle Dishwasher with Front Controls

SALE

PRICED

MSRP*
$
3400

249996

$

+ SAVE THE
TAX!
Pieces can be sold separately

RF263BEAESG/NE59R6631SG

DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

MBB1957FEW/YMER6600FW

BY FRASER HOPE

Mike Davis (Betty’s boy) made a shotcome-cross bamboozle the defence,
attackers and officials alike to score
a goal off the back post, which clearly found the inside of the net before
rebounding. The referee signalled to
the centre circle for a goal, but after
protestations to the assistant referee
and a VAR official in the South Vancouver Island Classics Soccer Association
Victoria studio, the decision was overturned: No goal for Big Mike!
Dave Eadie chipped in for the fourth
goal aided by McCormick.
Howe, in the thick of things, drew
a penalty inside the box. The crowd
shouted “Give it to Scott!” who was
seeking his fi rst-ever goal (own goals
not counting) in his long Old Boys
career. The hush could be heard all
around the stadium as Howe stepped
up and hit the ball firmly . . . over the
bar. No need for VAR — no goal!
The anguish continues for Howe, who
greatly appreciated the supportive comments from Witherspoon in the stands.
Half-time came and went so quickly.
Maybe not so quickly for Howe, who
was constantly consoled by teammates
and fans.
Would the second half continue the
goal fest? Old Boys, respectful of the
opposition, changed the line-up slightly, but left McCormick up front still
hunting for his hat-trick. Another Howe
cross from the right saw McCormick
“swing and miss” when it would have
been easier to score.
Ben Cooper, who had been keeping a low profile, which meant he was
still upright, combined with Johnson
to keep the scoreboard ticking over at
5-0. Safe to say that Vantreights began
to lose some of their earlier energy.
McColl was felled by a defender.
“Karma,” muttered the coach, but the
ref played the advantage with Funk
combining with Johnson to give McCormick his hat-trick.
Despite spurning golden opportunities to score, Donny Brown and Davis
coyly managing to “miss” and not run
up the score, but “Karma” McColl had
no compunction in arriving perfectly at
the back post, meeting a Brown cross to
score number seven, when it could easily have been number 11! The referee
finally drew the game to a close with
the final score of 7-0.
The Old Boys turned to recognize
the support of the large number of
fans by giving Winston Churchill’s
famous two-finger salute of Victory.
“Vaccines! Virus free! Victory over
Vantreights!” Readers will recognize
that is a four-fingered salute, but poetic licence aside, the Old Boys deserved
their Phoenix-like rise from the ashes
of the Finlayson turf, the graveyard of
many Old Boys dreams.
Kudos to Witherspoon, McColl and
Cermak, our home boys, and of course
our commiserations to Howe, who will
obviously learn from the experience
and prepare for the future.
Old Boys will return to the graveyard
that is Finlayson turf to face Vic West
48s at noon on Sunday, Feb. 16, WADA
and FIFA willing.

YKFEG500ESS/KDFE104HPS

Some agony amid the
ecstasy in 7-0 win

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

• 24.6 cu. ft. French-Door Refrigerator
• Smooth-Top Range with Convection

SALE

36"

PRICED

MSRP*
$
4600

289996

$

+ SAVE THE
TAX!
Pieces can be sold separately

We Offer Delivery to Salt Spring and Gabriola Islands!

Can’t make it to our store? Chat with our product experts online and buy through our live chat. Look for the chat box!

VICTORIA SHOWROOM | 2360 Millstream Road Tel: 250-475-1511
NANAIMO SHOWROOM (NOW OPEN!) | #1-6334 Metral Drive Tel: 250-390-3333
*MSRP is the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price only. This does not equate to a market price or our regular price. Prices, unless
otherwise stated, reflect all applicable rebates and offers. Pricing in effect Feb 13-17, 2020 while stock lasts. Actual products may not be
exactly as shown. † Save the equivalent of PST and GST on 2 or more qualifying appliances, up to a maximum of $600 in savings.
Brand exclusions apply. Ask in-store or online for qualifying models.
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RUNNING

Runners finish strong at Cedar and Cobble Hill
Reports from second and
third VIRA series events
BY SUSAN GORDON
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

On Sunday, Feb. 9, Salt Spring Sneakers and friends took part in Race 3 of
the Vancouver Island Race Association
series, the Cedar 12K.
A crisp but dry and sunny morning
greeted 385 runners who enjoyed the
new rolling course that took them
through scenic rural roads beginning
and ending at Cedar Elementary School
on Gould Road south of Nanaimo.
Members of the Salt Spring Sneakers
felt buoyed by improvements in their
race paces from the previous two events,
clearly indicating increasing fitness
as the series progresses and training
becomes more intense in both volume
and speed.
Sneakers coach Susan Gordon was
pleased with the first race in her new
age group, winning the division and
narrowly missing a course record for
W60 by eight seconds.
Mary Freeman was once again a strong
contender in her age group, earning a

third-place medal.
Top-ten division awards went to the
husband and wife duo of Eric van Soeren
(fifth) and Julie van Soeren (eighth), Lisa
Adams (fourth), Marion Young (sixth),
Jill Thompson (eighth), Duncan Elsey
(eighth) and Peter Freeman (seventh).
Doreen Peron, Gary Myers and Anna
Ford successfully crossed the finish line,
earning additional points for the Sneakers team, currently in seventh place
among some much larger contingents.
Fellow Salt Springer Eric Ellis earned a
fourth-place ribbon in his age division.
Ford sported the biggest smile of the
day as she won the coveted draw prize
held at the close of the medal ceremony
at each race in the series. She took home
a gift certificate for a new pair of Saucony running shoes, courtesy of Frontrunners in Victoria.
Two weeks earlier, Salt Spring Sneakers and their island counterparts took
part in Race 2 of the Vancouver Island
Race Association series, the Cobble Hill
10K.
Members of the Salt Spring Sneakers
boosted team points with great agegroup finishes. There were some happy
improvements among those who are

returning to racing after recovering
from injuries or time off for other reasons.
Mary Freeman earned a silver medal
for second place in her age group.
Young was fourth in her age group, narrowly missing a bronze medal.
Top 10 in their respective divisions
were Eric van Soeren (fifth), Julie van
Soeren (seventh) and Peter Freeman
(ninth). Runners who finished well and
subsequently added to the team’s score
were Jill Thompson, Myers, Ford and
Peron (who also completed the Harriers
8K, but her name was mistakenly left off
my last update).
Several other Salt Springers ran the
race, including Adams, with a top-10
in her age group, and Ellis with a fifth
place in his age division.
For more details on the VIRA Series
go to www.islandseries.org or check out
the #runseriesfunseries hashtag.
Full race results can be found at www.
racedaytiming.ca
If you are a Salt Spring runner but not
a Sneakers member and would like your
name included in public results, please
email the writer at susan.greenpony@
gmail.com.
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Sneakers club member Jill Thompson
demonstrates how to sprint for the finish at
the Cobble Hill race.

What would the changes to ICBC mean for you?
We’re proposing a new type of coverage, which could save you as much as 20% on your insurance.
That’s an estimated $400 on average. Plus, if you’re injured in a crash, this new coverage will offer
millions more in care than today – helping you get back to daily life.
We’re working towards a more affordable and accountable ICBC, for everyone. Learn more at icbc.com/2021
Proposed changes effective May 2021

