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ADVENTURER: Jacob Little explores the new Centennial Park playground climbing structure at a special family-friendly gathering on New Year’s Eve. See
page 15 for more photos from the event.

HOUSING
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The slands Trust does have multiple zon
ing areas in the harbour, none of which have
dwelling units as permitted uses. owever,
local trustee aura Patrick acknowledged that
any zone in the Trust area can be rezoned.
Rezoning can happen anywhere, she
said.
think this meeting is the first place
to start, because it’s complicated. ou’ve got
the arbour Authority, you’ve got the feds,
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together and talk about a desire to move in
that direction.
or Patrick, non legal housing on the water
is part of the island’s broader accommoda
tion challenge. She e plained that any future
housing work by local government should
include liveaboards as part of its purview.
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FUNDRAISING

Festival of Trees marred by Copper Kettle theft
Loss taken in stride
BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

One tree at this year’s Festival of
Trees was the victim of a Grinch-like
crime over the holidays.
The Copper Kettle Community
Partnership group’s tree was chosen
the winner by organizers, although
the amount of donations under
the tree was less than it could have
been. Overnight between Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day, donations by
the tree were stolen, including the
group’s kettle, which was to be filled
with monetary donations.
“In all of 17 years this is the first
time that something like this has
happened,” said Copper Kettle
administrator Cherie Geauvreau.
“Somebody came and took all
of the donations and the kettle.
They left three jars of Ragu and
tea . . . All of the stuff underneath
[the table] and on top was gone,

including the kettle.”
Since the theft, more donations
came in to the tree, which on Friday
had food, blankets, sleeping pads
and other necessities piled around it.
Geauvreau said that the donations
were a testament to the generosity
of islanders.
“It’s wonderful. We all have so
much to give, and we realize it only
once or twice per year,” she said. “We
have so much to give. It’s all going to
go to people on Salt Spring.”
Though she was disappointed
about the theft, Geauvreau said
there was not much her group or
anyone else would be able to do
about it.
“They have to go through three
or four days of video, and even after
that, what do we do about it?”
Geauvreau said. “If somebody needs
something that badly on Christmas
Day, they can go for it.”
The Copper Kettle tree was the
only one affected by the theft.

PHOTOS BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Getting together at the end of the 2019 Festival of Trees event at the
Harbour House Hotel on Friday are, from left, Simone Cazabon, Lynda
Turner, Cherie Geauvreau, Oni Freeman and Anne Zeller. At right is
the Copper Kettle Community Partnership tree, which saw most of the
donations given to it by the public stolen overnight between Dec. 24 and
25. The annual event sees the Salt Spring Food Bank and Copper Kettle
benefit from donations placed under various decorated trees.

BOARDS

Capital Regional District
NOTICE TO ELECTORS
WITHIN THE SALT SPRING ISLAND, SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS & JUAN DE FUCA ELECTORAL AREAS

Alternative Approval Process for Bylaws No. 4326 and 4327
Regional Housing First Program

Notice is hereby given that the Capital Regional District (“CRD”) proposes to
adopt:
Bylaw No. 4326, “Land Assembly, Housing and Land Banking Service
Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2010, Amendment Bylaw No. 1, 2019” to
remove the limitations to borrowing; and
Bylaw No. 4327, “Regional Housing First Program Loan Authorization Bylaw
No. 1, 2019” to authorize the borrowing of an additional ten million dollars
($10,000,000) for the Land Assembly, Housing and Land Banking Service.
The intent of Bylaws No. 4326 and 4327 is to extend the Regional Housing First
Program for a total contribution of $120M, with the intention of meeting the
original program goal of 400 units of affordable housing. Adoption of both bylaws
is required in order to receive $10M in matching funds from BC Housing.
Take further notice that the CRD may proceed with Bylaws No. 4326 and
4327 with the consent of 2/3rds of service participants, or at least 11 of the 16
local governments within the Capital Regional District. In the electoral areas,
the consent is obtained via the Alternative Approval Process. If at least 10%
of registered electors in each of the electoral areas indicate disagreement, by
signing the elector response forms, the CRD Board must obtain the assent of
the electors by way of an assent vote (referendum) if required to obtain the
necessary 2/3rds majority prior to adopting the bylaws. The 10% threshold is as
follows in each electoral area:
910 electors within the Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
500 electors within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
575 electors within the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area
The response must be entered into the elector response form as established
by the CRD. The forms are available from the CRD on request or from the CRD
website. The only persons entitled to sign elector response forms are electors
of the area to which the Alternative Approval Process opportunity applies. The
Alternative Approval Process opportunity applies within the Salt Spring Island
Electoral Area, the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area and the Juan de Fuca
Electoral Area.
The deadline for delivering the original signed elector response forms, in relation
to Bylaws No. 4326 and 4327, to the CRD is 4:00 pm on Tuesday, February 18,
2020. Forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.
The total number of registered electors within the electoral areas is as follows:
9095 in the Salt Spring Island Electoral Area, and 10% of that number is
910 electors
5003 in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area, and 10% of that number
is 500 electors
5754 in the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area, and 10% of that number is
575 electors

Ten percent of electors must submit elector response forms to prevent the CRD
from enacting Bylaws No. 4326 and 4327 without the assent of the electors
by referendum.
Questions regarding the proposed Regional Housing First Program Expansion
may be directed to Christine Culham, Senior Manager, Regional Housing, at
250.360.3371, cculham@crd.bc.ca, during regular office hours Monday to
Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this notice until
February 18, 2020.
Qualifications for Resident and Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector: You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a
Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the
elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia
for 6 months and in the Salt Spring Island, Southern Gulf Island or Juan de Fuca
Electoral Area for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector response form.
Non-Resident Property Elector: You may submit an elector response form
as a Non-Resident Property Elector if you are 18 years or older on the date of
submission of the elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in
British Columbia for 6 months, have owned and held registered title to property
in the Salt Spring Island, Southern Gulf Islands or Juan de Fuca Electoral Areas
for 30 days and do NOT qualify as a Resident Elector. If there is more than one
registered owner of the property (either as joint tenants or tenants in common)
only one individual may, with the written consent of the majority, submit an
elector response form.
To obtain an elector response form, or for questions about the alternative
approval process, contact CRD Legislative Services, 625 Fisgard Street, 5th Floor,
Victoria, BC V8W 2S6, email legserv@crd.bc.ca, telephone 250.360.3127 or toll
free 1.800.663.4425 local 3127 from 8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday.
A copy of the elector response form may be downloaded from:
www.crd.bc.ca/housingfirstAAP
Elector response forms, a copy of Bylaws No. 4326 and 4327, and a copy of
this Notice may be inspected during regular office hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm,
Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this Notice until
4:00 pm on February 18, 2020 at the following CRD locations:
CRD Headquarters, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
SSI Administration Office, 108-121 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island
JDF Building Inspection Office, 3-7450 Butler Road, Sooke
CRD website: www.crd.bc.ca/housingfirstAAP
Given under my hand at Victoria, BC this 8th day of January, 2020
Kristen Morley
Corporate Officer

Hannon
appointed
New Islands Trust
Conservancy board
member
The Islands Trust Conservancy
has announced Salt Spring resident Susan Hannon is the newest addition to the board. Hannon replaces Vancouver lawyer
Hoops Harrison on the governance team.
“We welcome the breadth
of knowledge and expertise
that Susan Hannon brings to
the board,” said chair KateLouise Stamford. “Dr. Hannon
demonstrates a clear commitment to the values and goals
of Islands Trust Conservancy.
She has a deep understanding
of the complexities and impact
of habitat fragmentation. Her
knowledge will improve our
decision making at the Islands
Trust Conservancy.”
Hannon is a retired ecology
professor from the University
of Alberta. Her research expertise is in forest ecology, impacts
of habitat fragmentation, forest birds and conservation. She
taught ecology and conservation courses for 25 years. She has
also served on numerous boards
and worked in land stewardship
with private landowners. Currently, Hannon’s primary focus
is conservation of Garry oak and
coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems.
She runs the nest box program
on Salt Spring Island, worked
in Garry oak ecosystem restoration and removal of invasive
plants, and is a member of the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee’s Advisory Planning
Commission.
Other conservancy board
members are Linda Adams, Sue
Ellen Fast, Doug Fenton and
Robin Williams.
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Boil water
advisories
cleared

Water customers in two service areas in the north part of
Salt Spring faced boil water
advisories last week, both of
which have since been lifted.
The Capital Regional District issued an advisory for the
Highland part of the HighlandFernwood water service on
Dec. 29 after consulting with
Island Health. Water quality
was suspected to have been
compromised as a result of a
recent watermain break and
subsequent repairs.
The district was given the
“all-clear” from Island Health
to list that advisory on Dec. 31.
North Salt Spring Waterworks also issued a boil water
advisory to some of its St.
Mary Lake system customers
last week. The notice affected
customers in the 1200 block of
Sunset Drive as well as McGill
Road and Winteringham Road.
A sample analysis determined the water was safe to
drink as of Sunday, Jan. 5.
Customers were advised
they might experience periods
of no water, low pressure and
discolouration of water, and
were recommended to run the
water cold for a few minutes
to clear the line if that should
occur.

CRD budget
feedback open
Island residents wanting to
provide feedback to the Capital Regional District on its provisional 2020 financial plan can
do so until Jan. 31.
The CRD’s multi-year financial plans are updated each
year and establish the allocation of resources required to
deliver programs and services
needed by the community and
to accomplish CRD board priorities.
The CRD, Capital Regional
Hospital District and Capital
Region Housing Corporation
financial plans combine to
form a consolidated budget
representing a total budget of
$745 million for 2020.
Salt Spring taxpayers are
projected to see a 4.2 per cent
increase to the requisition,
while taxes in the Southern
Gulf Islands electoral area will
go up an average 6.9 per cent.
An online overview of the
consolidated budget is available at www.crd.bc.ca/budget.
Comments are correlated
and provided to the board as
part of the annual approval
process. A CRD Committee of
the Whole meeting is scheduled for March 18, where
board members will review the
final plan.
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Olsen acting as leader
MLA not running for
permanent Green
leadership position
BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Saanich-North and the Islands MLA
Adam Olsen is starting 2020 as the interim leader of the B.C. Green Party, after
deciding not to pursue the full-time leadership role.
On Friday Olsen told the Driftwood he
felt he still had some learning to do in
his current position and that taking on
the leadership role would be an added
responsibility that would shift his focus
away from the duties of representing his
constituents.
“This is a job in which people chase
power and they chase leadership roles
and they chase titles. For me, my main
focus has always been on governance and
making sure that the people who elected
me to represent them in the legislature
know that I’m honouring that job that
they gave me,” he said. “I’ve been an
MLA now for just about three years. I still
have a lot to learn in this part of the job.”
Olsen has been interim leader before.
Following the 2013 election he held the
role for two years, after then-leader Jane
Stark resigned after losing her seat. Current leader Andrew Weaver declined to
lead the party at that time, nominating
Olsen for the job.
Weaver announced his decision to step

down as leader in October 2019, and said he
would not seek re-election in 2021. The new
leader of the party will
be chosen in June 2020
at the party convention.
In leading the party
ADAM
going into a leadership
OLSEN
race, Olsen will be staying as far from the race as he can.
“I will have my opinions and probably
the biggest challenge will be to keep
them to myself and to ensure that the
party’s got stable, progressive leadership
in place through the session to the end of
June,” he said.
He added that he will “continue to
work to build stronger relationships
between the various aspects of the party
so that when the new leader is elected I
can hand over to them a robust operation
that’s communicating well and working
towards the next election of October
2021.”
Olsen also said that his family played
into his decision, and that taking on the
additional responsibility would be an
unwanted burden at this time.
“Part of the decision making was
whether or not I wanted the added
responsibilities of being a leader. I have
a very active constituency and I’ve also
got a very young family. These were very
important factors in my decision to just
take the interim position right now and
support the coming leader starting in
June,” he added.

RADIO

CRTC hears
radio station
licence support
Jan. 15 is public submission
deadline
Gulf Islands residents are demonstrating
their desire for the return of local radio
broadcasts, with 110 letters of support sent
to the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission as of Monday
night.
The Gulf Islands Community Radio Society
is hoping even more positive response is
submitted before the CRTC call for comment closes next Wednesday, Jan. 15. If the
CRTC believes there is appetite and market
capacity for a new station, the commission
will open an opportunity for licensing applications.
The society has been working to launch
a community station since 2015, when the
CFSI commercial station closed down.
“I’m very pleased with the number of
people who have taken the time to contact the CRTC,” said Damian Inwood, Gulf
Islands Community Radio Society president.
“It shows that there is broad support for
bringing back FM radio to the Gulf Islands. I
hope the CRTC will listen and invite applications.”
People who wish to provide their opinion
can most easily access the online form by
searching “CRTC 2019-384” and then going
to the submissions page.

Salt Spring Island
United Church
would like to thank all the
dedicated volunteers and
contributors for making our
20th Annual Community
Christmas Day Dinner
a success.
‘A gift for the Community
from the Community’.
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Bylaw No. 519
Rezoning to Permit a Liquor Store

Have
Your
Say

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

CALL GAIL, ELIZABETH OR MARC
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING
2505379933

When?

Tuesday,
January 21, 2019
CIS: 9:00 a.m.
Public Hearing: 9:30 a.m.

Subject Property Address: 127 Lower Ganges Road, SSI
Parcel Identifier Number: 004-677-706
Application: SS-RZ-2019.2

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
SESSION & PUBLIC HEARING
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

What is Bylaw No. 519 about?
Bylaw No. 519 proposes to amend the Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw
for the subject property only. Bylaw No. 519 would change the zoning of
the property from Commercial 1 [C1] to Commercial 1 [C1(g)], to permit a
Liquor Store.

Where?

Hart Bradley Memorial
Hall (Lions Hall):
103 Bonnet
Avenue, SSI

Who should attend?
Anyone interested
in, or affected by,
proposed Bylaw
No. 519.

Enquiries?

Claire Negrin,
Island Planner

250-537-9144
Written submissions are
welcome and can be emailed to:

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca
or, mailed or dropped off at the
Islands Trust office by Monday,
January 20, 2020.
Written comments made in
response to this notice will be
available for public review.

How do I get more information?
Copies of the bylaws and other information are available on the Current
Application webpage: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIapplications
and, at the Islands Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring
Island, BC V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
to Friday, excluding statutory holidays after January 2, 2020. Written
submissions are welcome up until the conclusion of the Public Hearing.
A Community Information Session (CIS) to answer any questions about
the proposed bylaw amendment will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. The Public Hearing will take place after the CIS.

January 8th and 15th
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REAL ESTATE

Property values increase 5%
Property owner feedback
results in local land
valuation adjustments
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

One Salt Spring property once again
made the list of the 100 highest valued properties in the Vancouver Island
area: 466 Scott Point Dr. was number
32 at $7.8 million, dropping from a
high of $8.734 million with the 2017
notice.
Salt Spring property owners viewing
their home assessments either online
or on paper may notice that land and
building valuations have shifted considerably from the previous year. Land
values have decreased while building
values have increased, in some cases
by as much as 50 per cent.

#1 AD
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Ask us about our Smarthome security packages
• 24/7 real-time professional
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monoxide & break-ins.

• Monitor & control your home from
anywhere. Door locks sold separately.
• Secures your home with reminders &
notifications.
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s

Jane Owen (HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com

In-Home Assisted Living
* Note: As of September 2019, Veronica Vanderlingen
no longer works for Assisted Living by Jane Owen.

Most Salt Spring properties saw a
modest increase in value over the past
year, according to data released by BC
Assessment on Jan. 2.
The annual assessment roll shows
that the average-valued single-family home on the island went up 5.3
per cent, from $617,284 to $650,075,
while the value of waterfront homes
increased by 4.3 per cent, going from
an average $896,051 to $934,678.
In comparison, the average home on
the other major Gulf Islands saw a jump
of nearly eight per cent from $351,453
to $378,576. Gulf Islands waterfront
homes went up 2.7 per cent in value,
from an average $667,790 to $686,008.
Current market values are assessed
by comparing the sale prices of similar properties in the same neighbourhood as of July 1 the previous year. Salt
Spring’s market trend was similar to
the southern Vancouver Island area as
a whole, which saw residential home
values change from -5 per cent to +5
per cent.
“The market has stabilized in most
areas of Vancouver Island this year,”
said regional assessor Tina Ireland. “In
the south part of Vancouver Island, the
majority of residential property values
are moving -5 to +5 per cent, while up
island the value increases are a little
higher. The commercial and industrial
markets are generally showing increases over last year’s assessments.”

ROTATE DONE
FOR jan 08

“The market has stabilized
in most areas of Vancouver
jan/march
Island this year ... the
majority of
top goes
toresidential
property values are moving
bottom
all
-5 to +5 per cent.”

movesTINA
upIRELAND

Vancouver Island assessor for
BC Assessment

Gerry Marolla, deputy assessor for
the Vancouver Island region, said
this is a result of input received from
island property owners after the 2019
assessment.
“When looking at your property
assessment, it is more important to
focus on the total value of the property and not the value of each of the
component parts. Although BC Assessment does its best to accurately split

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

WE VALUE YOUR
PROPERTY AS MUCH
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If you’re among BC’s approximately 2 million property owners,
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you should receive your 2020 property assessment in the mail

• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

our free assessment search service at bcassessment.ca.

Kapa Kai Glass

early in January. If you haven’t, call us toll-free at 1-866-valueBC.
Access and compare property assessment information using
The 2020 assessments are based on market value as of July 1, 2019.
TROY KAYE

If you have questions or want more information, contact us at
1-866-valueBC or online at bcassessment.ca. The deadline to file

250-653-4148

an appeal for your assessment is January 31, 2020.

Duncan Realty

Sylvia
Vasquez

Salt Spring Ofﬁce
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Licensed Agent

For more property information
and assessment highlights, visit
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the value of improved properties between land and buildings, the total market value is
the most accurate,” Marolla
wrote in an email to the Driftwood.
“While BC Assessment is
required to focus on total
value, property owners
expressed concerns regarding
2019 land values; consequently,
the land values were reviewed
and reconsidered,” he added.
“This resulted in a shift in the
contributory value of land and
improvements.”
BC Assessment reported in
December that assessments
would likely demonstrate a
moderating market, especially
on the Lower Mainland and
Vancouver Island. Property values in Metro Vancouver actually dropped by around 15 per
cent.
Selina Robinson, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, also noted the shift in a
statement released Thursday
and attributed it to changes in
government policy.
“We are encouraged by
signs that property values are
continuing to stabilize, giving more certainty for those
investing in multi-family buildings, more stability for current
homeowners and improved
opportunity for those entering
the market,” Robinson said.
“As we move into the next
decade, we will continue our
work to stabilize the market
and support investment in
new housing supply, while we
ensure that more families and
businesses are able to be part
of our economic success.”
Property owners are reminded that an increase in assessed
value does not automatically translate into an increase
in property taxes. Only those
homes whose value dips or
j umps up beyond the average change in the community
will see their tax rate change
beyond or below the budget
increases that local governments have set.
People who feel their property assessment does not reflect
market value as of July 1, 2019
or see incorrect information
on their notice should contact
BC Assessment as soon as possible in January. If there is still
concern after speaking to an
appraiser, property owners can
submit a notice of complaint
up until Jan. 31 to have an
independent review conducted by a property assessment
review panel.
Homeowner grants will be
available to help relieve tax bills
for a primary home worth up
to $1.525 million this year. The
BC government announced Friday the threshold was dropped
from a maximum $1.65 million
valuation the previous year to
reflect moderating home prices
across the province.
For more information and to
review and compare property
values, visit bcassessment.ca.
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B.C. hunting rules get update

Here’s
My Card

New bow season and end
of raven season in store
for Salt Spring

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Proposed British Columbia hunting
regulation changes for 2020 to 2022 that
include some specific impacts to the Gulf
Islands are online and available for public
feedback until Jan. 17.
The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development states the intent of the adjustments is to promote the conservation
of wildlife and wildlife habitat, as well
as to optimize sustainable hunting and
trapping opportunities. Many of the
changes, which could go into effect in
June, are based on regional requirements and conditions and come at the
recommendation of the Provincial Hunting and Trapping Advisory Team and/or
its subcommittees.
On the list is a new bow-only season
for mule deer on the Gulf Islands from
Aug. 25 to Sept. 9 and a concurrent bowonly youth season for antlerless deer.
The bow-only season would be offered
in addition to the regular bow plus shotgun season that runs from Sept. 10 to
Dec 10. While an earlier bow season is
offered on Vancouver Island, at this time
it exists only on Denman and Hornby
islands within the island sub-regions.
“The reason for this proposal is to
increase hunter opportunity, reduce
the need for early season deer kill permits, and to reduce regulatory complexity in the region,” information on the
proposed change states. “Gulf Islands
[within the subject area] consist almost
entirely of private land and landowner
permission is required for lawful hunting. As with many Gulf Islands, they are
one of the many areas where high frequencies of deer/human conflicts occur.”
The ministry reports there are no conservation concerns for deer on Denman
and Hornby islands despite the bow
season, while there is significant interest from resident hunters to have more
hunting opportunities.
“Residents on the Gulf Islands continue to raise concerns and file complaints
about over-abundant deer populations

in their communities. Ecological damage
is occurring on all the Gulf Islands and
a reduction in deer numbers will help
the ecosystems to recover,” the ministry
states.
Salt Spring Island hunters such as Trevor Kaye welcome the additional timeframe. Kaye sources his annual meat
supply entirely from locally hunted deer.
He prefers to hunt on private land, and
always ensures to obtain all the legal
permits and landowner permission.
“I’m glad they’re doing it. I never
understood why they didn’t do that in
the beginning,” Kaye said about the
bow season. “Our deer here are mostly
apple-fed and they’re really good eating.
The only meat I eat is that.”
Rifle hunting is not permitted in the
Gulf Islands because of population density. Kaye said some people prefer to
hunt with a bow rather than a shotgun
because of the damage the shot can do
to the meat.

“Our deer here are mostly
apple-fed and they’re really
good eating.”
TREVOR KAYE
Local deer hunter

“When you shoot a deer with a shotgun it could destroy the whole front
quarter,” he explained.
Some participants of an online forum
on Pender Island have spoken against
any additional bow-hunting, pointing to studies that show a high rate of
wounding without a kill. In these cases
game aren’t recovered for their meat
and may suffer a slower and more painful death. The Animal Rights Coalition
states “most crippled animals do not
recover from their wounds; rather, they
routinely contract peritonitis or a septic
infection.”
Kaye agrees that it’s more challenging to make a successful kill with a bow,
which is why he usually prefers to use a
gun, although he does use both weapons.
“I understand [that position] completely. The reason I don’t bow hunt as

Issue set for May’s meeting
LIVEABOARDS
continued from 1

FALL & WINTER DRIVING
Items geared toward winterizing:

Tire chains • Batteries • Antifreeze • Wipers • Headlight upgrades
Battery Chargers • Led Lights • And more..

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•
•
•
•
•
•

rompt elia le rofessional er ice
Authorized Warranty Technician
Hot Water Tan Appliance nstallation
Licensed efrigeration
ully nsured ecurity creened
enmore er ice Technician

250-537-5268

samander telus.net
.AndersonAppliance epair.ca

EMERGENCY SERVICE

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Residential &
Commercial Glass

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Stanley Laing

ACCOUNTING & INCOME TAX SERVICES

Personal Taxes

Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged
115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860
shakima@shaw.ca

Free Chronic Pain
Self Management Workshop
• Are you or a loved one living with Chronic Pain?
• 6 Week Chronic Pain Self-Management Program
in the South end. Offering practical support and
strategies for dealing with chronic pain
• STARTS: Tuesday January 21st 2020, for 6
consecutive Tuesdays from 1:00-3:30 pm
• AT: South Seniors Centre in Lower Fulford Hall
(2591 Fulford-Ganges Rd).
• Lead by two trained local facilitators for up to 15
participants, open to anyone dealing with any
kind of chronic pain and their family and/or
support people.
• REGISTER:
Phone: toll-free 1-866-902-3767
On-line: www.selfmanagementbc.ca
Email: selfmanagement@eastlink.ca

The numbers don’t lie

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant
•Tax preparation (personal,
SERVICES OFFERED
corporate, estate)
INCLUDE:
•Tax planning
•Auditing not-for-proﬁts
charities/stratas/corporations
•Consulting for buying/selling/
starting a business
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“We’re going to look at the full spectrum. This issue is the symptom
of what we’re not providing on land that would meet that need. Clearly
there’s a gap,” she said. “To me it’s a symptom. The symptom is that we
don’t have enough choices of places for people to live. Many of these folks
are workers and I know whenever I hire someone or meet someone I ask
where they’re living. It’s amazing how many say they’re living on a boat
in the water. They do represent our workforce and it’s a symptom of the
problem.”
Patrick would also like to ensure any regulations set up concerning liveaboards are applied to all harbours in the area, not just in Ganges Harbour.
“When people deal with it on a harbour by harbour basis, they’re just
chasing people around, which is not helping matters,” she said.
Olsen said constituents were planning to attend federal MP Elizabeth
May’s Jan. 17 town hall meeting to discuss the issue. In the meantime,
Olsen will be reaching out to other levels of government in the coming
weeks to organize a meeting with all involved.
“I think one of the most frustrating things from the public’s perspective is when they hear the politicians that they elect to the government
to represent them saying ‘it’s not our responsibility, it’s somebody else’s
responsibility,’” he said. “A group of elected officials are much stronger
at getting the attention of whatever level of government is responsible.”

much as I gun hunt is because I’m unsure
of my shot. There’s definitely more risk
of missing your shot,” Kaye said. “But
shutting it down completely is not the
answer.”
One regulatory change that’s specific
to Salt Spring is to remove the open season on ravens on private lands. Ministry
information is that the original intent of
that regulation was to allow island farmers to protect their livestock, newborn
lambs in particular.
“We were going through regulations
that seemed kind of old and didn’t really
fit and that was one of them,” said Sean
Pendergast, a senior wildlife biologist
with the Fish and Wildlife Branch who is
based in Nanaimo.
Pendergast noted ravens are native
to the West Coast but are not used for
food and have few traditional uses. The
Fish and Wildlife Branch has no data on
how many ravens, if any, have been harvested. The change would allow farmers
to apply for a nuisance permit if there is
still a need to remove problem ravens.
Province-wide, the new regulations
propose to prohibit the use of precisionguided firearms, which have automatic
functions “not considered by hunting
stakeholders to fall within the principles
of fair chase,” and to prohibit the use of
aircraft to spot game.
The use of any weapon other than a
rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader or bow to
hunt big game is also proposed outside
the regions with specific restrictions like
the Gulf Islands.
Regional-specific changes in other
parts of the province include the shortening or closing of seasons for several
species, including mountain goats, elk,
white-tailed deer and ptarmigan.
All the proposed changes are listed
under the Hunting section on the B.C.
government’s Angling, Hunting and
Trapping Engagement website.
In related news, British Columbia
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers issued
a statement Monday professing “cautious optimism” for a provincial plan to
improve wildlife management and habitat conservation. Members of the public can find the strategy online under
Wildlife and Habitat Engagement. A
questionnaire on the strategy is open
to the public until Thursday, Jan. 9 at
4 p.m.
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Flip flop

R

eceipt of property
assessment notices
from BC Assessment
in January usually
prompts a couple of simple
questions.

Will one’s assessment go up or go down? Is the
change in line with one’s neighbourhood or recent
real estate activity?
An active real estate market for a couple of years
saw Gulf Islands values rise quite dramatically, and
particularly on Salt Spring. This year’s assessed values
reflect the market moderation that started occurring
last year.
What is curious about the Salt Spring numbers on
2020 notices is a dramatic change in how the land
and improvements sections are valued, after the
opposite change was implemented and defended by
BC Assessment just one year ago. Last year residential
property owners saw their buildings suddenly devalued and their land values bumped sky high. This year
BC Assessment did a complete about face on the 2019
policy.
When questioned
about the phenomenon
BC Assessment in 2019, the agency’s
response was that land
valuations
on Salt Spring had been
undervalued in the
past, so it was time for
some catch-up. This year
Inconsistency
BC Assessment states
affects
it reversed its policy
because property owners
credibility
expressed concerns about
what had occurred the year before.
As BC Assessment personnel told the Driftwood for
a story in this week’s paper, the land/improvement
value split doesn’t really matter. It’s the total number
that counts. That may be true. However, such dramatic swings in policy from one year to the next on what
should be a fairly straightforward matter calls into
question the credibility of an agency that speaks with
such authority about the value of land and improvements in the province and our region.
One could say it doesn’t matter what number BC
Assessment comes up with for a particular property, and for many people it is probably irrelevant. It
doesn’t always affect a sale price, for example. And
a rising or falling assessment does not mean one’s
property taxes will go up or down by the same percentage since local governments set their budgets
independently. But if one’s property value goes up
substantially more than the “average” increase, then
that property owner could be in for an unpleasant
surprise when the tax bill arrives later in the year.
Anyone feeling their property assessment or the
land/improvement split isn’t ringing true can make
their case to an assessor by phone or email, and file a
formal appeal, if necessary.
BC Assessment has proven it does change its mind;
if not this year then maybe the next.
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Livelyhead
dialogue continues
Head
By GAYLE BAKER
The Oct. 16, 2019 Driftwood editorial stated
“. . . the new ASK Salt
Spring initiative of the
Salt Spring Community
Alliance is a rather brilliant effort . . . (to) fi ll
gaps in service and make
the community a better
place for all of us.”
So, after two months
welcoming islanders
each Friday at the Thrifty
Florist Shop from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., is that optimism warranted?
Quite honestly, it has
been far better than
anticipated. Over 100
islanders have come to
the eight Friday sessions,
most to ask questions
but some to simply participate in the lively conversations.
And they also enjoyed
the camaraderie, a cup
of coffee and some cookies.
Islanders have learned
who to contact for dangerous trees, what is
happening concerning
logging on private land,
where to donate winter
clothes, who has jurisdiction of our beaches . . .
and the list goes on.
They have made connections, like the four
seniors’ service volun-

VIEWPOINT
teers who met one Friday
and now work together,
the housing and homeless advocates who have
forged new working
relationships, and the
laundromat folks who
find a treasure of helpful
connections at ASK Salt
Spring each week.
The dialogue has been
lively, often including as
many as 16 islanders, and
ranging from safety, our
live-aboard community,
the environment, our
forests and waters, housing, and roads, roads and
roads again.
And, already there
has been some action
addressing concerns:
• very road related
comment brought to ASK
Salt Spring is forwarded
to local mcon manager
Andrew Gaetz within
three days. Maintenance
is sues ar e addr es sed,
and ministry issues are
given to the appropriate
individual. Want to ask
Andrew about your road
maintenance pet peeve?
He will be at ASK Salt
Spring from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31 at
the Thrifty Foods fl orist
shop.

• AS
Salt Spring
helped Wagon Wheel
Housing Society volunteers identify some
potential funds for our
laundromat and submit
a promising application.
• Roads are scheduled
to be repainted this
spring.
• And, this list goes on.
Who knows what 2020
will bring?
MLA Adam Olsen said,
“I am grateful to participate each month knowing that my colleagues
from the CRD and Islands
Trust are also available to
engage in these important conversations.”
Isn’t it about time you
participated as well?
Adam will be at the
Thrifty Florist Shop the
first Friday of every
month from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., CRD director
Gary Holman on the second Friday, Islands Trust
trustee Laura Patrick the
third Friday, and Jessica Harkema, Chamber
of Commerce executive
director, will be there on
the fourth Friday.
Our hope for the New
Year?
Address concerns
about our roads. How
hard can it be to get
safety painting?

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you concerned
about a potential
U.S.-Iran war?

Have you set any
New Year’s
resolutions?

Yes

No

22

59

YES NO

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.
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SALT
SPRING

SAYS

WE ASKED: What is your

New Year’s resolution
this year?
ALAN LINDER
Keep a good
eye on my
health and
improve my
golf game.

LEE VENABLES
We were just
talking about
this at dinner
and I realized I
don’t actually
have one this
year.

COLLEEN BROWNE
I would like to
keep my heart
open.

LEO WALKER
Just to be
nicer to
people I guess.

PHILIP LAKE
Be happy.

LETTERS to the editor
Paint lines in
the fall
I’m glad your wish list for
2020 included a change in
direction for painting our highway lines (Dec. 25 Wish List editorial).
However, asking for them to
be redone each spring is counter-intuitive to what is causing
our winter driving problems.
The lines should be painted in
the fall after the roads are thoroughly dried out from summer
heat. That way we would also
have optimal clarity through
the long dark winter months.
Painting in the spring means
the roads suffer through heavy
summer traffic and occasion-

“If somebody needs something that
badly on Christmas Day, they can
go for it.”

QUOTE
OF THE
WEEK:

al road projects as happened
in 2018 when gravel was put
on recently painted roads and
other road repair took place,
which wore the paint off.
In addition, some money
should be allocated for repainting in parts that may need
another coat, such as the turn
lanes and crosswalks.

DAN DICKMEYER,
ROLAND ROAD

Full picture
needed
To my dismay, the reporting
of the Dec. 17, 2019 Islands Trust
meeting where a temporary use
permit for a short-term vacation

CHERIE GEAUVREAU, COPPER KETTLE , ON THEFT
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

rental lacked full disclosure. The
reporting neglected to report
the reasons four Roland Road
residents spoke against this
application. There are valid reasons against this application and
they need to be heard.
They are as folllows:
• An STVR operator does not
support the community with
taxes that commercial operators are required to pay; and
most important, the owner is
not present to manage noise or
behaviour of short-term occupants;
• To allow STVRs on Salt
Spring belies the fact that our
island is experiencing a housing crisis due to the significant
shortage of long-term housing
options. The non-legitimate

use of residential properties for
commercial accommodations is
one of the reasons we have a
serious housing shortage;
The designated property,
prior to the current owner, provided long-term housing for
two families. This level of accommodation is now lost.
A TUP for STVRs would set
a negative precedent that will
have a long-term harmful effect
on our island’s rural way of life.
Our official community plan
protects the rural and residential
nature of Salt Spring. An STVR
TUP contravenes this official
plan.

RICHARD CARLIN,
ROLAND ROAD

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Turf field is still best option for youth sports groups
BY SEAN NORGARD

If the recent decision by the school district to rescind their support for a turf field
proposal put forward by the local soccer
association feels familiar to the Brinkworthy
athletic park rejection a few years ago, that’s
because it is.
Last time the “no” crowd was comprised
of agricultural land advocates and complaints
from neighbouring property owners. This
time the no’s came from some environmentalists and anti-plastic advocates. In both cases
the loser is ultimately youth and community
sports groups and their proposals to upgrade
our athletic fields and parks to modern standards. It seems that while everyone has been
objecting, no one has been listening.
Our community sports infrastructure is
woefully inadequate, especially when compared to our neighbouring communities. We
lack ball diamonds, enough quality soccer
fields, and even a skating rink if you really wanted to dream big. This is not a new
problem, it’s a problem our community has
grappled with for decades, but it has become
increasingly exacerbated by limited suitable
land and water use restrictions.
Soccer is the largest organized sport on the
island with about 300 kids registering every
year. During the winter months our youth
have nowhere they can practice outside after
school and in the evenings. Our best soccer
fields have no lights, and summer water
restrictions caused them to deteriorate significantly over the past five years.
The work put into the proposed turf field
project was very detailed and conscientiously considered plastics and how to mitigate
their effects. It was the culmination of over
hundreds of hours of volunteer work, and
$13,000 of youth and community soccer
funds to pay for geotechnical engineering
studies and architectural concept designs
and costs estimates. The field plan included a
cork/coconut infill, features to guard against
plastic loss from the field, and would be
fully recycled by a certified company at the
end of its life. If the field had been built, it
would have addressed an urgent need in
our community, conserved a massive amount
of water, and would have been a flagship
example for other turf field projects elsewhere in terms of limiting negative environmental impacts.
Now, I have no doubt, the anti-plastic
advocates who vocally opposed this project

GUESTCOLUMN
may have had good intentions and reducing
single-use plastics and overall plastic use in
general is something all can agree on. But a
turf field is not a single use plastic, and when
evaluated holistically for its net benefits to
the community and environment (water savings) it makes a lot of sense. Unfortunately,
this youth sports project was just too easy
a target for their focused agenda. It’s much
harder to go after the myriad other uses of
plastic that we’ve become dependent on.
The people who spent the most time
engaging with us on this plan and trying to
carefully weigh the net costs and benefits
were the school district staff and trustees,
and we would like to thank them for their
diligence in this regard. When we initially
proposed the plan in careful detail, they
were very interested, impressed, and quite
supportive. And why wouldn’t they be? An
organization representing hundreds of committed community members and youth was
offering to plan, pay for (via fundraising and
grants), and build an incredible infrastructure
upgrade in the centre of their school district,
on a largely unusable, drought ridden field
that has significant annual maintenance and
watering costs. They also appreciated that
this would support their students with more
opportunities to get kids off their screens and
be active outside during the winter months.
We can all agree that the overall physical and
social health of our youth is vital to our community and its future.
From a financial perspective, the plan
was always meant to save the school district
money and the soccer association was always
committed to working with the school district and potentially other partners to guarantee that. Unfortunately, the Driftwood
article summarizing the final decision failed
to mention that school district staff also presented the trustees with an option to move
forward by creating a new proposal that
included financial commitments from a local
government partner. It was very disappointing we did not get the opportunity to work
together on this part of the proposal in more
detail.
It seems that there were many aspects
to this proposal that most people in the

“no”crowd simply never bothered to take
the time to educate themselves on. A steady
chorus of rants and diatribes against the
project surfaced in the paper and on social
media. Some of the more disturbing ones
included our group of parent volunteers
being called a “mad cabal,” or another that
implied that kids should be happy to kick a
ball of rags around on a dirt field like they
do in poorer parts of the world. Really?
Many pieces were one-sided, and poorly
researched, but they were loud and got their
anti-plastic indignation across. In the end, the
Driftwood editorial itself got it right when
it said, “reducing plastic in our environment
has become a mantra.”
The school district staff and trustees have a
challenging job in that their work is always in
the public eye. Their decision is understandable from the point of view that they have
many important educational priorities more
directly related to their mandate, and the
controversial nature of this project could
have interfered with some of them. In the
end, our proposal was essentially shouted
down by a vocal group of naysayers in our
community.
So, to those of you who feel this was a victory, please consider what you have achieved
because it is my understanding that the
school district received many more constructive letters of support about this proposal
than they received against it. This decision
comes at the expense of youth, families, and
community members who are looking for
better athletic opportunities through infrastructure that nearly every other community
in our part of B.C. has already built.
A turf field with lights provides at least four
times the usable training hours as an equivalent, high-quality grass field with lights. It is
much more feasible to build a turf field than
four fully-lit high-quality grass fields, which is
essentially what we need. In the end, a turf
field is simply the best compromise between
meeting the recreational needs of our community, preserving agricultural land and conserving limited water resources. It’s a shame
we no longer have the option to pursue
this in the heart of our school district where
students and school sports teams could have
benefitted from it also.
The writer is treasurer of the Salt Spring
Youth Soccer Association.
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SALT SPRING ISLAND
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
2020 BOARD OF TRUSTEE
REGULAR MEETING DATES
Board meetings start at 7:00 pm and
will be held at Fire Hall #1 located at
105 Lower Ganges Road unless
otherwise specified.
• Monday, January 20, 2020
• Monday, February 17, 2020
• Monday, March 16, 2020
• Monday, April 13, 2020
• Monday, May 11, 2029
• Monday, June 15, 2020
• Monday, July 20, 2020
• Monday, August 17, 2020
• Monday, September 21, 2020
• Monday, October 19, 2020
• Monday, November 16, 2020
• Monday, December 14, 2020

And when the
island isn’t
burning?
What does Salt Spring Island
Fire Rescue do in a relatively quiet
month, one without burning
homes, wind storms or major forest fires off-island?
It’s a reasonable enough question, one deserving of an answer.
So let’s look at what our fire department did during October 2019, one
of those so-called “quiet” months.
Yes, it was quiet compared to
the rest of 2019 or, for that matter,
previous Octobers. However, there
were still 10 fire-related incidents
to which Salt Spring firefighters
responded. The department also
participated in four rescues of
various types, provided medical
assistance 13 times and provided
other forms of community assis-

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

MORELETTERS
tance on five occasions. Forty-two
fire inspections of various types
were also conducted.
But that is only part of the story.
SSIFR readied itself to host a resiliency training course organized
by the Salt Spring Emergency Program. During this past October,
department members, full-time
and volunteer combined, spent
over 1,000 hours participating in
formally structured training programs.
The department’s fire and life
educators also met face to face
w i t h 8 8 5 i s l a n d e r s . T h a t ’s j u s t
about one out of every 12 of us in
one month! Most of these meetings were related to early October’s Fire Prevention Week. However, evacuation procedures and

JANUARY 8 & 15
3X4

celebrating SENIORS

Workshop shows residents how to
make Salt Spring dementia-friendly
DO YOU KNOW HOW TO MAKE SALT
SPRING ISLAND DEMENTIA FRIENDLY?
It’s an important issue as our population
ages. And the non-profit Alzheimer Society
of B.C. offers a free workshop that offers
guidance on how you can help build a
community that is supportive of people
affected by dementia.
The Dementia Friends workshop comes to
the island on Wednesday, Jan. 29.
“We’ll explore how you can help people
living with dementia feel included and
supported,” says Glenda Kopperson, the
Alzheimer Society of B.C.’s support &
education coordinator for Salt Spring and
the Greater Victoria region.
The workshop also gives participants an
introduction to dementia, one of B.C.’s
most pressing health issues.
“We’ll help people recognize when
someone may be living with the disease,”
she says.
The session runs from 1 to 3 p.m. at Salt
Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges Rd.) Preregistration is required by contacting 250382-2052 or info.victoria@alzheimersbc.org.
If you are living with dementia or have
questions about the disease, visit www.
alzheimerbc.org and call the First Link®
Dementia Helpline at 1-800-936-6033.

Home is Where the Heart is
s

Jane Owen (HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com
In-Home Assisted Living

I FYO U
COULD
HEARBETTER
EN V ISION W H AT
2020CANSOUNDLIKE
NexGen Hearing can help you hear better in 2020.

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
Grace Point Square, 1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

our residents:
Ask our Ask
residents:

LifeLife
is is
joyful
relaxing
here.
here.
Newly

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

acquainted
Helen, Glenn
and Otis
Eileen
and
are happy
to have
Joyce share
all the comforts
of home.piano keys
and laughter.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney l 250.656.8827 l www.welcometopeninsula.ca

fire extinguisher skills were taught
to 35 ArtSpring staff members and
CPR/AED classes were taught to a
number of on-island groups.
Each month, of course, is different with both hot summers and
cold winters posing their own challenges. Our firefighters, both fulltime and “on call,” are kept busy
all year round. Both the Driftwood
and online media have shown when
and how often Salt Spring Island
Fire Rescue has repeatedly prevented problems from becoming
tragedies.
Fortunately, the department’s
continuing contribution to our
community is both recognized and
respected. Why else would, for
example, 14 different members of
SSIFR be individually nominated
for a “Top First Responder” 2019
Salty Award?

STAN SHAPIRO,

FOR COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE,
SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

100+ Women group helps
boost pool of volunteers
BY JANINE FERNANDES-HAYDEN

In response to Helen
Hinchliff’s Dec. 18 column
headline “Time for Younger
People to Step Up to Volunteer,” I agree that volunteer
recruitment requires ongoing
consideration and attention.
Close to 200 not-for-profit
organizations, reflecting 15 different service sectors, make up
the gears of our island. In large
part, the operators are volunteers, and these include frontline volunteers who provide
direct services, as well as “leadership volunteers” who play a
pivotal role in the governance
of boards and committees.
We are blessed to have a
caring and committed pool
of volunteers who give endlessly of their time and energy. The challenge faced by
organizations, as Hinchcliff
wrote, is how to recruit new
volunteers. Volunteer “ageout” and general burnout
are indeed big issues, and the
continual and common question faced by most Salt Spring
organizations is “how can we
broaden our island’s current
pool of volunteers?”
While volunteering and
donating are two separate
ways of supporting not-forprofits, initiatives such as
100+ Women Who Care are
achieving both. The power
of these initiatives extends
beyond their ability to raise
significant amounts of needed funds for organizations on
the island. They are in fact
helping to address the volunteer recruitment challenge.
Here’s how.
In contrast to Hinchcliff’s
speculation, a large number of the members of 100+
Women Who Care do represent our island’s current pool
of hardworking and dedicated volunteers. Of those who
are not currently engaged
as volunteers on the island,
many of them have joined

INRESPONSE
100+ Women to find out more
about the issues and organizations on the island and
how to support them. Some
have recently retired, others
have just moved to the island,
and yet another handful are
women moving into a new
stage of life with children who
are older or graduating out of
the school system. Herein lies a
potential pool of recruits who
joined 100+ Women as an initial foray into the island’s notfor-profit world and who may
become future volunteers.
Salt Spring Therapeutic
Riding Association boasts
an example of how impactful 100+ Women has been in
this regard. Further to being
awarded $17,100 thanks to
a compelling pitch by Gail
Muise, and as a result of the
publicity and exposure that
followed, the organization
gained five new volunteers.
Most organizations would
cheer this increase in volunteers alone as a jackpot!
I believe that the precursors
to deep and true community
engagement are a sense of
belonging coupled with education and awareness. Initiatives such as 100+ Women
Who Care are playing a pivotal role in laying these foundational building blocks towards
increased volunteerism.
Thank you, Helen, for keeping this very important issue
at the forefront our minds.
When it comes to recruiting
helping hands and hearts, I
hope that efforts, on a number of creative fronts, will
ensure the ongoing vitality of
our island.
The writer is the initiator of
and a committee member for
the 100+ Women Who Care
organization.
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Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”

LIVE THEATRE

GISS spins hip hop into Robin Hood
ArtSpring show runs
Jan. 8 and 9
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
PUCCINI

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Any tale about the widening gulf between
rich and poor and the uprising of a disenfranchised group against a corrupt power
structure has a certain timeless appeal.
The formula could be expressed as forest
bandits robbing members of the ruling class
and redistributing their wealth to those
in need during 12th century England, or it
could be youth using their gift for rhymes
and beats to rise above ghettoization in
1970s urban America. It could even be a classic kung fu movie fable.
Gulf Islands Secondary School’s senior
acting class has brought elements from all
three scenarios to their unique retelling of
Robin Hood, which busts onto the ArtSpring
stage for two shows beginning tonight,
Wednesday, Jan. 8. The bandits’ lair is not
in the forest but on a rooftop base on the
corner of Sherwood Park and Nottingham
streets. With vivid costuming, original rap
songs and choreography, this update of a
classic promises to offer spectacular entertainment with a message.
The specific interests of this year’s senior
acting class helped decide which play they
would produce and which themes they
would incorporate in their interpretation.
“I think this group in particular had a
desire to do something fun and fantastic,”
said Kahlila Ball, who plays the title character. “We read through a few different shows
and when we settled on this it was a very
unanimous ‘Yes, we want to do this.’”
Tex Simon noted the class was discussing
doing The Outsiders at one point, but also
thought about source works like Brave New
World and Fahrenheit 451.
“I think this incorporates both those
things by having a political message behind
it that we were looking for, and also having
the same kind of style that we were looking
for in The Outsiders,” he said.
The connection between kung fu and hip
hop includes artists like the Wu Tang Clan
members, who were inspired and uplifted
by movie legends. That mythology has been
extended through projects like The Get
Down, a Netflix series set in The Bronx of the
1970s during the clash between disco and
hip hop. That series has provided inspiration
to the GISS students along with martial arts
movies like Kung Fu Hustle.
The students feel there is a natural link
between those worlds of stylized battles, as
well as an analogue to a modern world run
by corrupt billionaires.
“Whether it’s set in the ‘70s or ‘80s, it’s
applicable to our world today,” Ball said of
the Robin Hood legend. “The separation of
wealth and poverty continues to be an issue.
You go to Victoria and there’s people without
homes on every street.”
“Even on our island it’s there but it’s less
talked about, which is one of the reasons
I think we wanted to do this,” said Calla
Adubofour-poku. “We see our friends and
neighbours struggling, and since we’re such a
close-knit community it’s hard to address the
problem straight on and talk about it. And
that’s why we talk about it through the art
form that we’ve chosen.”
“What I really like to relate to our play is

MAKANA YOUTH
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
CHOIR
REGISTRATION
Registration
SAT NOV 9now open!
First
rehearsal:
10AM
$22/$19
Senior
Fri
Jan 17

rtSpringPresents

artspring.ca

DEC. 18, 2019
and
JAN 08

WARPUCCINI
OF 1812
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
a comedy

PUCCINI

MAKANA YOUTH
MADAMA
BUTTERFLY
CHOIR
REGISTRATION

SUN JAN 26

Registration
SAT NOV 9now open!
First
rehearsal:
10AM
$22/$19
Senior
Fri
Jan 17

SAT
NOV
9 1:30PM
2:30PM
| bar
10AM
$30 Adult
$22/$19
$5 Youth Senior

sponsored by Kate Merry

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
rtSpringPresents

Gulf Islands Secondary School students rehearse a scene from their original take on Robin Hood,
which opens at ArtSpring tonight, Wednesday, Jan. 8. Standing, from left, are Paz Touchburn,
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Lannette Bowland, Katie Cooper and Stella Pingle, with Tex Simon, Kahlila
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Easy E’s first solo album,” said Simon, relaying how a crowd of voices hypes up and celebrates the rapper in the opening track.
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KEN & TRACY BULCOCK
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& pumps.
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PUBLIC ART

Library unveils reading ‘window’
New mural by local artist Talia Peckel
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Local teens have a new image to inspire them to explore the
many different worlds offered through books with a mural by
Talia Peckel recently commissioned by the Salt Spring Public
Library.
The mural came about thanks to some of the funding the
library received from the 100+ Women Who Care charity. Former librarian Nikky McCarvill found the perfect person to connect with youth in Peckel, a graduate of the Ontario College of
Art and Design who has been working with the Salt Spring Arts
Council on several projects for children and teens.
The mural takes the form of a picture book, which is opened
to reveal a lovely colour image of an arched window on each facing page. An owl is perched looking into the room on one side,
while the night sky and a mystical landscape can be glimpsed
beyond. Fantasy readers will find imaginary worlds like those of
Harry Potter, Narnia or Guardians of Ga’Hoole are evoked without the image being restricted to any specific story.
“We discussed what the general interest is with the teens that
hang out in this area,” Peckel explained. “A lot of them are into
fantasy themes and play games there.”
Bringing in the book design as a framing device was a natural
fit for the library environment. The space around the windows
also leaves room for viewers to create their own stories about
what they see.
“I wanted to show how a book is a window into another
world — it’s like an opening. I didn’t want to have too many
details but to leave it more open to inspire people to fill in the
gaps,” Peckel said.
Peckel has been on Salt Spring for the past three and a half
years and has been involved with the arts council’s Artist in the
Classroom program for the past year. She also helped run a mural
project for teens.
Her personal artwork includes a focus on empowering images

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Artist Talia Peckel with the mural she created in the teen area of
the Salt Spring Public Library.
of women that incorporate magazine photos, collage and ink.
“I use images of women and enter them into my own landscapes. I put them into a new context where they can be highlighted for strength,” she explained.
Murals are another aspect of Peckel’s work, which can be
seen outside Salt Spring Elementary where she created the piece
“What Sparks Your Curiosity?”
Peckel said one of the things she noticed on moving to Salt
Spring is there is room for much more art out in the community, although she knows it is difficult to find public space in
town.
“I’d love to encourage more [art] in schools and other public
areas where it’s available to everyone,” she said. “I’m excited to
be more involved with it and I hope other artists will be as well.”
The library mural was completed with help from Mouat’s Trading, who donated the paint.

CONCERT PREVIEW

Top 40 of Bard’s time celebrated
Modern folk music
connections made in
Baltimore Consort
show
An ArtSpring audience can
hear ethereal soprano Danielle Svonavec and the Baltimore Consort perform some
of the greatest hits from the
Bard’s songbook in a concert
on Friday, Jan. 10.
The group will present The
Food of Love: Songs, Dances
and Fancies for Shakespeare
— the tunes heard in taverns,
on street corners, in the theatre and accompanying dancing — beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The Baltimore Consort was
founded in 1980 to perform
instrumental music of Shakespeare’s time. Although later
joined by a singer, the group’s
experience of rehearsing purely instrumentally forged its
identity as an ensemble dedicated to exploiting the diverse
sound colours offered by gut
and wire-strung, plucked and
bowed strings, and transverse
and end-blown flutes and
recorders, capped reeds and
percussion.
“Few early music players
have more fun making music
than the Baltimore six, who
through their performances
take the position that echoes
of renaissance secular music
are still to be found in modern

folk practice,” wrote The New
Yorker about the group.
This Friday is also the launch
date for ArtSpring’s 2020 fundraising raffle. The grand prize
is two nights for 2 at the exclusive Sonora Resort, including
flights, luxury accommodation, gourmet dining, spa
credits, guided salmon fishing
and more.
Second prize is two tickets
to all ArtSpring Presents 20202021 performances and $200
for House Piccolo.
Only 500 tickets will be sold.
The draw date is May 5.
The first Met Opera screening of 2020 runs this Saturday,
Jan. 11 at 10 a.m. The presentation is Wozzek by Austrian
composer Alban Berg.

VIDEO

All Saints presentation in video form
Screening next Wednesday
The Music Makers of the Anglican Parish group
invites anyone who missed the Poetry in Motion
and Music concert last fall, or anyone who would
like to see it again, to a video showing on Wednesday, Jan. 15 at 2 p.m.
The event was part of 25th anniversary All Saints
celebrations on the Thanksgiving weekend.
“Videographer Peter Prince has beautifully captured
the colour and humour of the concert, which highlights some of the pieces performed at the evening
of dance in 1994, when the building of All Saints was

completed and celebrated,” said Lolla Devindisch of
Music Makers.
Included in the show are several songs from the
popular Music and Munch series and the Flower Festivals of the past. Featured dancers Sue Newman, Robbyn Scott, Devindisch and friends, Jean McClure, Anke
Smeele, Connie Holmes, Deb Toole, Mary Lowery and
accompanist David Storm enjoyed presenting this
hour of uplifting entertainment.
Tea and treats will follow the hour-long screening next Wednesday at All Saints By-the-Sea.
The monthly Tea à Tempo concert series resumes
at the church on Feb. 5.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

PERSONAL GROWTH

Cornelia Krikke shares transformative tales
Inspired Perspectives
book launches Jan. 17
at library
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring wellness coach Cornelia Krikke is making an impact
with a new book called Inspired
Perspectives, which has become
a number-one Amazon bestseller in the categories of dance,
poetry and conceptual art, and
reached the top-five list in four
additional genres.
Now local readers will have
the opportunity to engage with
the author directly at a book
launch event set for Friday, Jan.
17 at the library. The collection
of poetry and prose about “tales
of transformation” intends to
provide a path for readers to
possibly recover their own inner
vision.
“So often the way we see
things is defined by the limits of our perception,” Krikke
observed. “We all get stuck. We
often don’t use available tools to
shift our perspective.”
Krikke’s creative and wellness
coaching work arrived through
her own transformation. She is
an MBA who left the corporate
world after finding her lifestyle
was impacting her health in the
form of an autoimmune disorder.
Many of the people she coaches
now are undergoing the same

type of experience, in which
they’ve reached a wall in their
work careers that is negatively
impacting their health. Finding
their individual means of creative expression, whatever that
may be, is a large part of getting
themselves back to health and
happiness.
“Much of my work is about
people attending to what is really emerging for them; what is the
deep yearning? What is arising
from within? What shifts in my
life will bring me into coherence
with my inner impelling?” Krikke
said.
She also works with people
who have happily finished their
working careers and are now
ready to do something completely different.
“I believe we’re all creative.
I love it and I certainly encourage clients to find what they’re
creative in,” Krikke said. “That
doesn’t mean it has to be getting paintings into a gallery. It
doesn’t have to be what the
world calls perfect.”
One method Krikke has created to encourage people to
think about their lives in a more
engaged and positive manner is
her Inspired Conversation Cards.
Each card in the deck features
one question to reflect upon,
such as “What habits am I grateful for?”
The Inspired Perspectives book
also fosters personal transformation but in a less directed

expert

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
and then
writing
from the lilac’s
for his
column,

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

point of view about sharing that
gift with her. When the result
got a good response from her
fellow workshop participants,
Krikke realized there was something useful there and wanted to
explore it further.
The first section of stories in
the book all echo this format of
alternating between the author’s
If you have
If you have
view and one that refl
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of
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I play around with different perspectives,” Krikke said.
The final grouping deals with
magical or spiritual events that
can happen but which we are culturally programmed not to speak
about. Many of the tales were
collected from clients and shared
in Krikke’s voice (with their permission). They include an artist’s
PHOTO COURTESY CORNELIA KRIKKE
relationship to the divine through
Salt Spring wellness coach Cornelia Krikke presents her Amazon bestselling colour and an older couple’s path
book called Inspired Perspectives with a Jan. 17 launch event.
to it through sex.
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ADVICE

CALL 250-537-9933
TO BE A PART OF THIS POPULAR FEATURE!

Financial Advice

Real Estate

Mechanic

Can you help me with my
New Year’s resolutions?

IS IT BETTER TO LIST NOW
OR WAIT UNTIL SPRING
ARRIVES?

What’s that noise/smell?
Is it dangerous/expensive?

Before you try to make a change, write down
SCOTT HOWE
how that change will make a positive impact on
your life or the lives of others, or on the planet. Think about why you chose
that goal. How will things change if you are successful?
M ake sure that you don’t try to make too many changes all at once and be as
realistic and s ecific as ossible ather than want to sin more first consider
why, what positive impact singing will have, and what will be different if you
stick to your goal. And make sure you establish a plan, and commit to taking
an initial s ecific action li e contactin the director of the local choir
he same a lies to your finances or your in estments aybe you feel
you want to be more responsible with your investments and have them more
aligned with your values. Think about what being responsible means to
you? W hy is it important? W hat positive change will it have if you are more
res onsible hen be s ecific f you decide that art of your lan includes
getting some advice, then give me a call.
H ap p y N ew Y ear!

Scott Howe BA, PFP®, CFP®, CPCA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor
Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868 showe@islandsavings.ca
First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc.

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)
STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST
Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate
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P L ATIN U M
AW AR D

These are questions we answer every
GYLE
day, an experienced eye, nose and ear
KEATING
will help with the diagnosis.
Clunks, squeaks and bangs when driving on an uneven surface
are normally associated with steering or suspension problems.
Grinding with brakes applied or squealing that disappears
with brakes on indicates worn brake components.
Hot electrical or fuel smells are potentially dangerous at
any time and should be dealt with immediately. Antifreeze or
oil leaking onto hot components give off very unique odours.
Hot brake smell may or may not indicate problems. Braking
continuously down a long hill will heat your brakes enough to
give off a noticeable odour.
The cost of repairs can only be determined after a diagnosis
has been completed.
If you notice a change in your vehicle’s feel, noise or smell, a
test drive and in-shop inspection should be performed before a
small, easily repaired problem turns into a major repair.
Drive Safe, Gyle
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JAN
O ften sellers will say to me “ I want to wait till
MACPHERSON
my spring garden blooms” . M any, many homes
have lovely spring gardens; the better plan is to get the jump on the season
and avoid undue competition as the listings supply expands later in the year.
By listing now, your residence will:
- stand out when it comes on the market on a day when there are few
other new listings - buyers are waiting;
- possibly be the only listing that a buyer receives instant email
notification about, when listed this time of year;
- have a better position in the market - price-point wise, BE F O R E all
the new competition is available;
- many “ last year” temporarily off the market ( while owners vacation)
listings, burst back onto the market in April & M ay...your listing can
stand out more effectively - S O O N E R .
Homes that sell in F ebruary and M arch do so in an environment of
less competition. It is possible that when the surge of spring listings
comes on the market they may not be sold at the same price.
This old adage is really true for real estate:
“ W h y W ait t ill Sp rin g ? - Do it N O W ! ”

12 | WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020

what’s on this week
Wed. Jan. 8 Fri.
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Jan. 10

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Robin Hood.
Term-end production
of GISS’ Acting 11-12
class. In this 1970s
resetting of a classic
story filled with action
and hilarity, Robin
will attempt to thwart
the villainous plans
of King John, the
Sheriff of Nottingham
and the Bishop, with
a contemporary
twist. ArtSpring. 7:30
p.m. Please bring a
nonperishable food
item or toiletry product
as a donation to the
food bank.

Baltimore Consort.
Maryland group
presents The Food of
Love: Songs, Dances
and Fancies for
Shakespeare, music
from the Renaissance
period. ArtSpring. 7:30
p.m.
The Regulars.
Live music at The
Legion. 8 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Music Bingo.
Every Wednesday with
Taylor at Moby’s Pub.
7:30 to 10 p.m.

Thu. Jan. 9

ACTIVITIES

ASK Salt Spring.
Neighbours Helping
Neighbours Find
Answers group gathers
at the Thrifty Florist
Shop. 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. From 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., CRD director
Gary Holman will join
volunteers to answer
questions.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic & Jam.
At the Legion on
Thursdays from 7 to 9
p.m.

20 Great Writing
Habits for 2020.
An interactive writing
workshop, free of
charge to aspiring
writers of all kinds, at
every level. Teacher Zoe
Robin Hood.
Landale taught for 15
See Wednesday’s
years in the Creative
listing.
Writing Department at
ACTIVITIES
Kwantlen Polytechnic
University and lives
Poetry Open Mic.
Poetry open mic at the on Pender Island. Salt
Spring Public Library.
library with featured
Registration required.
poet Zoe Landale.
Sign-up 6:45 p.m., open Free for library
mic 7, featured reading members. 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Open Mic at Moby’s
Pub.
Every Thursday from
8:30 to 11:45 p.m.

Sat.

Jan 11

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Wed. Jan. 15
ACTIVITIES

Carolyn Mark.
Live music at The
Legion. 8 p.m.

Poetry in Motion and
Music.
Hour-long video
presentation of the
Poetry in Motion
and Music show of
25th anniversary
celebrations for All
Saints By-the-Sea. At
All Saints. 2 p.m.

Phonosonics.
Ska/reggae at Moby’s
Pub. 9 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Met Opera: Wozzeck.
Alban Berg’s Wozzeck
sung in German.
Wozzeck is set in an
apocalyptic pre-World
War I environment.
ArtSpring. 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.
Mada Dalian Book
Launch.
Mada Dalian reads
from and signs
copies of her book,
In Search of the
Miraculous: Healing
into Consciousness. Salt
Spring Public Library.
2 p.m.

Central Community
Hall Board of Directors Meeting.
Central Community
Hall Society’s board of
directors meet in the
lower hall. 7 p.m. Public
welcome.
Music Bingo.
Every Wednesday with
Taylor at Moby’s Pub.
7:30 to 10 p.m.

Baltimore Consort performs at ArtSpring on Friday night.

D.W. Salty
is looking for
material for his
Jan. 14 column,

Tue.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Baroque Masterpieces
for Harpsichord.
With internationally
renowned early-music
specialist Marco Vitale.
All Saints. 2 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Trivia Tuesday.
Every Tuesday at
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to
9:30 p.m.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.
If you have information
on any of our streets,
please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwood
gimedia.com

Wed. Jan. 15
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISS Dance: Backin’
It Up.
Term-end show of highschool dance program.
7:30 p.m. Also shows
Thursday, Jan. 16.

THE FRITZ CINEMA
• A Beautiful Day in the Neighbourhood starring Tom
Hanks shows Thursday, Jan. 9 to Tuesday, Jan. 14, every night
at 7 p.m. with an additional Sunday matinee at 3 p.m. Rated
PG. 1 hour and 49 minutes.
For more movie info go to www.thefritz.ca

EXHIBITIONS
• Salt Spring Photography Club members hold an exhibit
in the ArtSpring lobby through January.
Rosemary Partridge A selection of original drawings and
paintings including portrait and life, animals and birds, and
some written pieces accompanying the work.
• The Photographic Eye — photographs by Avril Kirby
— shows at Country Grocer Cafe throughout January.

EXHIBITIONS
• The Venter Gallery holds an exhibition and sale of
‘Small Gems’ by Deon and Kathy Venter.
• The Group of Six Photographers — Simon Henson,
Larry Citra, Bruce McPhee, Kahsia Hartwell, Ross
McLeod and Judy McPhee — exhibit at Fernwood Road
Cafe through mid February.

GISS
Dance Show

Wed.-Thurs., Jan. 15-16
7:30 pm
ArtSpring

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE ON PAGE 15

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com/events/
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ISLAND LIFE

SINGING

Voices welcomed
to youth choir
Registration open for
spring term
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Aspiring singers from grades
two to five are invited to oin
an e citing program created
especially to build skills and
confidence in young voices,
with a new term of
akana
outh hoir starting up riday,
an. .
aroni oung, director of
Viva horale choir, is now
in her second year of working with the children’s group,
which inspires singers through
oyful music and play. There
is still space to participate in
the spring session, which will
run through the school year at
ArtSpring and finish up with
a concert on the arts centre’s
stage on une
.
oung notes that makana
is a awaiian word for gift.
or me, ust getting more
kids to sing really is a gift,
she said.
The group has a fun program, learning folk songs from
many parts of the world and
in many different languages,
and lots of rounds and partner
songs.
T h e r e ’s a b i g e m p h a s i s
on teaching them to sing in
harmony right away,
oung
noted.
The
akana outh hoir
does more than ust sing,
however. The program helps
young singers learn the foundations of all the skills they
will need to use their voice
properly and understand

music in general. Along with
getting students started in
reading music, oung employs
the odaly system of rhythm
reading, teaching the symbols
with flash cards and has the
choir learning how to recognize intervals.
oung’s focus on sound production and vocal techni ue
has been bolstered by her
own recent studies she started work towards a master’s
degree in choral conducting
in September that is lending
much to her current teaching
practice.
feel that it’s important
to produce a good tone right
away, she said of her philosophy.
The
akana outh hoir
also benefits from e posure
to other community groups.
They performed a hristmas
concert at ArtSpring along
with The ost hords seniors’
choir, working closely with
choral director and accompanist Shirley unyan.
’m trying to give them
e perience of singing with a
real accompanist, not ust a
recording or track, and ’m
hoping to partner with other
instrumentalists as well,
oung said.
hoir practice currently runs
ridays from
to
p.m.
The program is sponsored by
Viva horale , The ost hords
and the Salt Spring oundation.
Tuition support is available
for families for whom finances might be an issue. Ask for
details when registering at
the ArtSpring bo office.

NEWS UPDATES
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

WHEN
Five years ago
• early
people gathered at SS to celebrate installation of new solar panels at the
building. The school array was the largest school
based photovoltaic array in the province, and the
seventh largest in all province wide. The panels
provided three per cent of the school’s energy,
and the money saved was set aside to be distributed as scholarships.

Ten years ago
• A local family praised efforts that went
beyond the limits of friendship after their young
erman shepherd dog eatrice went missing.
The dog disappeared during an off leash walk at
urgoyne ay. The family launched a rescue mission with
to
people actively searching for
five days. The dog was spotted many times, but
nobody was able to capture the skittish shepherd.
eatrice was finally caught by a family on Armand
ay, who hadn’t heard anything about the large
scale search.

Twenty years ago
• lose to
protesters gathered at the corner
of urgoyne ay and ulford anges roads to
block a Te ada truck on its way to the unloading site. The event stayed peaceful after Te ada
operations manager rent apler refused to ask
R P to break up the protest. ’m not into confrontation. They can stand in front of the truck all
day if they want, apler said. David Shebib was
taken into custody at the end of the rally after
he unhooked the air lines to the logging truck’s
brakes.

Thirty years ago

Burn’s Night dance on tap

• eavy rains washed away a section of ereside Road, effectively isolating one family from
the rest of the island. The illiams family lived
at the end of the road, past where water cut a
si metre wide gash through the road to a depth
of . metres. This is a damn big gap, said live
illiams. Somebody’s at fault and ’m inconvenienced. ’m trapped. The area had received
. centimetres of rain over a four day period,
causing run off troubles at various points on the
island.

Everyone welcome to Fulford Hall event

Forty years ago

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE

The Salt Spring Scottish ountry Dance lub will host its
popular urn’s ight Dinner and Dance at ulford all on Saturday, an.
, beginning at
p.m.
ou don’t have to be Scottish to oin in this fun celebration
of the bard, Robbie urns, states a press release from the
club.
ne of the highlights of the evening is the ceremonial
piping in’ of the haggis, including full regalia and the traditional recitation of the ode to the haggis.
ther Scottish traditions include songs and speeches to the
immortal memory of Robbie urns and toasts to the laddies
and lassies. A full roast beef dinner will be served along with
a taste of some authentic Scottish haggis.
Scottish country dancing naturally plays a central role in the
evening’s activities. At the beginning, some lively dances will
be performed by more e perienced dancers, and traditional
Scottish music by live performers should get everyone in the
mood to venture onto the dance floor. The club says the evening’s dances will be well suited for beginners, and even those
who have never danced before are encouraged to oin in.
The dance card includes a grand march and a dozen or
more dances, so there will be lots of opportunity to hone your
dancing skills.
Tickets are available by contacting Peter ing at
or peterdgking gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020 | 13

• A group of Pender sland parents sought
an improvement to the uality of education
at the local school. A brief to the school board
outlined their re uests, including more parental
input into the curriculum, more school psychologists and counsellors, more student led educational activities and a greater use of community
resources in the classroom. Pender trustee ohn
acharias told the Driftwood he thought less
structure would mean less respect for authority,
disciplinary problems and vandalism.

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

I will help you design
your dream home

Dennis Maguire
Architect
Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism
PH: 250-800-1460
WEBSITE: www.dmarchitect.ca

ADOPT A PET TODAY!
Maple is a lovely 5
month old girl who
is looking for a good
place to call home.
Although she was
born without a home,
she has shown that
she is quite lovable
once she trusts
people.

Contact the BCSPCA at
250-537-2123

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years

SUPER GROUP
Single Use Plastic
Elimination
and Recycling

SHOPPING WITH ZERO WASTE
Choose reusable or refillable first. When possible,
shop at zero waste stores. The Zero Waste
Emporium website (www.zerowasteemporium.com),
lists zero waste stores in Victoria that provide
produce, meat, vegan items, dairy and dairy
alternatives, dry and liquid bulk, personal care
and cleaning products, and more, plastic free.
Just as important: tell our local grocery stores
how important zero waste shopping is to you.
Challenge them to improve their zero waste
offerings!

Fifty years ago

Paul supports this

• A new number was added to the Salt Spring
telephone service. A ulford e change was added,
with the numbers starting with the prefi
.A
total of
customers were transferred to the
new service, which cost
,
to set up. Two
party and individual lines were available. The
service was created because the ulford area had
built up to the point where it warranted its
own e change.

______________

SUPER IDEA!
250-526-2626

paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Du n c an Re alt y

Salt Spring Ofﬁce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
AND OPERATED
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Classifieds 250-537-9933

WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM • OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT:

DEADLINES:

WHAT IT COSTS:

3 line rate $16.75 additional lines $1.00 ea

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS:

Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify: Monday 1pm

DISPLAY ADS:

$14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online - open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

In Memoriam

Coming Events

Business
Opportunities

Hospice offers 1-on-1
and group help.
Call for info
250-537-2770
SUPPORTED BY

Drafting & Design
Career
Opportunities

Legal Notices

SANDMAN INNS
RURAL BC recruiting
management couples,
both full-time and
part-time roles available.
Ask us about our great
employee perks and
accommodation. Apply:
innsco_bc@Sandman.ca

CALL BOB’S COMPUTER
Service for
troubleshooting, software &
networking support.
We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or
cell 250-538-7017.
Please back-up
your important data now!

Building Supplies
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008.
Built with concrete posts.
Barns, shops, riding arenas,
machine sheds and more.
Adam.s@integrity
built.com.
1-250-351-5374.

A healthy local economy depends on you

SHOP LOCALLY

COMPLETE TIDE
INFORMATION
FEBRUARY 2020 FEBRUARY 2021

• Great info for boaters
• Fishing journal
• Important phone numbers
• Handy pocket size

COMPLETE TIDE INFORMATION
FEBRUARY 2020 - FEBRUARY 2021

• Great info for boaters
• Fishing journal
• Important phone numbers
• Handy pocket size

BOOK YOUR
SPACE TODAY!

BOOK YOUR
SPACE TODAY!

Building Supplies
STEEL BUILDING CLEARANCE ... “FALL BLOWOUT
- PRICED TO CLEAR!”
20X25 $6,687. 25X29
$7,459. 28X29 $8,196.
30X35 $9840. 32X37
$9,898. One End Wall Included. Pioneer Steel
1-855-212-7036
www.pioneersteel.ca

We are looking for an Administrative Assistant
with a positive attitude who enjoys working in
a team environment. This position requires a
multitalented individual with a good sense of
humour that enjoys working in a fast-paced setting.
The successful candidate will be a team player
that is flexible and willing to do whatever needs to
be done.
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Answering switchboard and redirecting calls as required;
• Front desk service and general office support including data
entry;
• Paper delivery to dealers;
• Maintaining office equipment and ordering supplies for staff;
• Organizing and maintaining filing system;
• Assisting the Publisher in compilation of reports and
maintaining databases;
• Payroll, Accounts Payable/Receivable;
• Office month end reports, including reconciliation;
• Other duties assigned by Office Manager or Publisher.
REQUIREMENTS:
• Professional telephone manner;
• Excellent communication skills;
• Understanding of accounting principles;
• Ability to multi-task and work within deadlines;
• Excellent organizational skills;
• Accuracy and attention to details;
• Ability to take initiative and be helpful to all staff and
customers;
• Good working knowledge of Excel, Word and PowerPoint;
• Knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite an asset.

MEDIA

Please forward resumes to:
Amber Ogilvie
aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

TIDE GUIDE
• Complete tide information
February 2020 to February 2021
• Great info for boaters
• Fishing journal
• Important phone numbers
• Handy pocket size

BOOK YOUR SPACE TODAY!
GULF ISLANDS

GULF ISLANDS

250-537-9933
250-537-9933

GULF ISLANDS

Help Wanted

position available immediately

REDUCE
REUSE
RECYCLE

TIDE
T
IDE
GUIDE GUIDE

Help Wanted

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Computer Services

250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org

Why suffer Employment/
Licensing loss? Travel/
Business opportunities?
Be embarrassed? Think:
Criminal Pardon. US
Entry Waiver. Record Purge.
File Destruction.
Free Consultation
1-800-347-2540.
accesslegalmjf.com

Concrete & Placing

Contract Opportunity
The Salt Spring Island
Emergency Program has an
open contract position for a
Emergency
Program
Coordinator. This contract
position is ideal for people
who are seeking to apply
their previous emergency
management training and
experience to Salt Spring
Island. For more information,
visit:
www.crd.bc.ca/about/
careers!

Looking for
GRIEF
SUPPORT?

CRIMINAL RECORD?

Career
Opportunities
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Centennial Park playground celebrations

THIS WEEK’S

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com
.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

TIP OF THE WEEK:

Well, the New Year and decade are underway and this week the first
major pair of events will occur. Specifically, these include the Lunar
Eclipse on January 10th at 20 Cancer 00. Then, just two days later
on January 12 is the much-discussed, somewhat rare and powerful
Saturn/Pluto conjunction at 23 Capricorn. The Lunar Eclipse is itself
the culmination of the Solar Eclipse that occurred right on Christmas
Day for or the early hours of the 26th on the East Coast. That eclipse
had woven within it a revolutionary impulse and we are bound
to experience the synchronicities of it externally, probably in the
form of social activism. The Saturn/Pluto conjunction will largely
reinforce this theme, yet it marks the beginning of a 34-year cycle!
How these will manifest in your personal life depends on the
specifics of your Birth Chart. I can help you here. If it is destined to
bring about sudden change, it is happening now.

PHOTOS BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Salt Spring Lions Club volunteers, from left, Neale Smith, Laurie Patterson, Lorne Beaudette, Charlene Beaudette, Neil Maskell, Ron
Patterson (in the back), Pat Spencer, Niki Smith and Dave Carlson prepare hot dogs and hot chocolate for New Year’s Eve revellers in
Centennial Park.

Above: Families explore the children’s playground area at Centennial Park, which
was made possible by a $100,000 donation to the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission from the Salt Spring Lions Club.
At left: Dustin and Rose Little share a hot dog at the Dec. 31 event to celebrate the park
and the welcoming of a new year. Windsor Plywood also co-sponsored the festivities,
which included fireworks later in the evening.

SALT
SPRING

St★r

of the

Diane Lugsdin

What is this and
where is it found on
Salt Spring?
Send your answer to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com!

Last Week’s Answer: Sheila Laird was the
first person to identify the Visitor Centre
flagpole (closely followed by Nathaniel
Stam).

WEEK

Along with her husband
John, Diane Lugsdin has been
a driving force behind the
Community Christmas Dinner
put on by the Salt Spring
Island United Church and
other helpers and sponsors.
Diane has also fundraised
for the Grand(m)others
to Grandmothers group
benefitting the Stephen
Lewis Foundation and can
always be counted on to
work tirelessly, cheerfully and
to express sincere gratitude
to everyone on the team.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
As 2020 builds momentum, you
are inclined to focus more on home
and family than career. However,
there may be some major events
in your professional sphere that
are requiring your full attention.
In fact, it is these very events that
make you want to let the cards
fall as they will and then you can
clean-up later. Whatever happens,
don’t take it personally.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
The flow has and continues to lead
you to get creative. This generally
includes problem-solving. Of
course, the problems that need
solving stand to be large. These
may well involve your financial
flow. You are increasingly aware
of the importance of collaborative
efforts. Getting everyone on board
may include your family and
closest friends.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Building upon a more reliable
foundation for your future
continues as 2020 gets underway.
Yet, you could be dealing with
some upsets with your family.
These could also come as reminders
of what is important. Health is
probably the most important
theme for you personally. It
remains important that you adapt
accordingly. Getting others ‘on
board’ as well is featured.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Changes on relationship fronts
continue to unfold. These
invariably include your public
and professional life. You may
at moments have worries about
your financial future, or feel the
need to get clearer about what
you want and need. Circumstances
are pushing you to see a bigger
picture and to be more assertive.
As you step back to reflect, you
may realize just how abundant you
truly are.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Changes in your lifestyle are
underway. These include becoming
more disciplined. They also require
some measurable changes in your
approach. How you tackle the
challenges before you now require
new strategies. Working smarter
than harder is emphasized. Be
open to new knowledge and
methods for best results.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Your world is undergoing a steady
expansion. Yet, it has and probably
continues to include a lot of extra
efforts. These also probably include
adjustments and, in some cases, a
fresh overhaul altogether and/or
even abandoning strategies that you
have come to realize are not meeting
your required standards. This may
include moving on from certain
relationships as you move up.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Dealing with some rather complex
energy patterns close to home
continues. These include both the
challenge to face certain fears that
stand in the way of laying claim to
a fuller measure of your personal
power, supported by a growing
sense of confidence. Yet, feeling
confident amidst these challenges
may not be very apparent yet and
still require focus and discipline.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
You have been and continue to
reach for greater heights. These
are directly linked to your sense of
individuality to which you strongly
feel the need to remain true. This
process may include breaking
free from patterns of behavior or
activities that you have engaged
in for a long time. The changes you
sense will occur later may come
about sooner.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Big changes continue to roll in.
these are all features of your
destiny but, at least some of
them may be difficult to accept.
This trend will continue through
to mid-spring. Currently, the
focus is on surrender, faith, and
flow. Accepting what you can and
cannot change or control is part
of the plot. In many respects, this
entire cycle can be categorized as
spiritual.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
First the Solar Eclipse in your
sign two weeks ago and now a
Lunar Eclipse destined to directly
affect your closest relationships
are activating waves of change in
your world. These could prove very
positive, actually. However, they
may also include some surprises
that are more likely interpreted
as upsets. Either way, the quality
of your response is the key to your
success.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Are you ready to make some big
moves? There are indications
that these are destined to occur.
If they are but you are resistant,
the results could prove…
complicated. The main theme is
to actually be willing to step into
your power. You are being invited
to identify and act upon what
makes you special, at this stage of
your overall journey.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Circumstances are pushing you
to concentrate more on home
and family. This may include
deciphering where is home and/
or what do you feel you need
and want to do there to make it
more accurately align with your
dreams. These may have practical
implications, as with creating a
healthier lifestyle. This theme will
continue and get strong yet.
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Experience the Galaxy Difference...
1
2
3

5 DAY, 500KMS
OWNERS EXCHANGE PROGRAM

4

SALESPEOPLE THAT ARE NOT BRAND
LOYAL HELPING YOU FIND THE PERFECT
CAR.
CARFAX ON ALL VEHICLES
155 POINT INDUSTRY LEADING
INSPECTIONS

5
6

Are you shopping for a
NEW OR USED VEHICLE?

1ST YEAR FREE OIL CHANGES*
LIFETIME FREE CAR WASHES*

Check us first!
We have almost 700 vehicles
2016-2019

A TRANSPARENT PROCESS
THAT DELIVERS ALL THE INFO

We can save you
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS!

**Maximum 3 oil changes based on a recommended manufacturer requirements. Some
conditions apply, see dealer for details. See? Even our small print is straightforward!!

LARGEST PRE-OWNED SELECTION IN BC

EV’S & HYBRIDS
2016 FORD FOCUS
ELECTRIC
STK# V25775

2007 LEXUS GS
450H HYBRID
STK# P27182

2016 FORD C-MAX
ENERGI SEL
STK# P27075

2019 FORD FUSION
HYBRID TITANIUM
STK# P27066

PHOTO COURTESY SALT SPRING SNEAKERS

Salt Spring Sneakers club members gather after their annual Prediction Run event.

Mike Thompson proves
best predictor
BY MARCIA JANSEN
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

$19,995
2015 VOLKSWAGEN
E-GOLF LIMITED EDITION
STK# V25691

$23,995

$13,888

$26,995

2016 NISSAN LEAF S 2016 NISSAN LEAF S
STK# V27128

STK# V27130

$21,995

$21,995

$28,995
2016 NISSAN LEAF SV
STK# V27127

$22,995
*Plus $599 administration fee & tax.

www.galaxymotors.net
VICTORIA 250.478.7603 COLWOOD MEGA CENTRE 1772 ISLAND HIGHWAY SALES &
SERVICE DL#30897
DUNCAN 250-597-0424 7329 TRANS CANADA HWY SALES DL#31033

The annual Salt Spring Sneakers Prediction Run raised a record amount of
money for the local food bank.
The running group started the late
December run tradition in 2009, raising
$160 at the time. This year the Sneakers
raised $1,000 for the Salt Spring Food
Bank, $300 more than last year’s prediction run. That brings the total raised
through 11 years of prediction running
to $5,595.
Unlike most competitions, the winner
of this running event is not the one who
finishes fastest but the one who finishes

closest to the time they predicted when
they registered for the race. Watches are
not allowed and the course is kept secret
by organizer Lynn Thompson until the
night before the run.
Twenty-nine runners and walkers
completed the two, five or 10-kilometre course near Walker Hook. Mike
Thompson proved that speed was not
necessary, as he walked the five kilometres and completed the course within
12 seconds of his predicted time. And
even with doubling that difference
to make it equivalent to a 10-K time,
Thompson edged out Candice Seagull,
who finished within 26 seconds of her
estimated time.
This year’s winner of the “Predictionally Challenged event” was Gillian McConnell, who was delighted with her trophy.

