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JOLLY TIMES: Athlete Chris Joynson, right, and Gulf Islands Families Together Society worker Bob Delion get into the Christmas spirit as they 
promote fundraising for the 2020 Operation Trackshoes event. See story on page 11. 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

The Capital Regional District’s proposed Bylaw 
4325 has been decisively defeated by Salt Spring 
electors via the alternate approval process.

Salt Spring CRD director Gary Holman told 
the Driftwood on Monday afternoon that CRD 
officials had already received more than the mini-
mum required 910 elector response forms and 
hadn’t finished counting them yet.

“It is clear there is no consensus on the need for 
this service,” he said. “I think I failed to make the 
case, and despite our best effort to explain the 
rationale for the service, it is fairly complex and 
too many voters felt there was no definite plan.”

In order for a bylaw to be blocked by the alter-
nate approval process, previously known as a 
counter-petition, a minimum of 10 per cent of 
eligible voters in the jurisdiction — or 910 on Salt 
Spring — must sign and submit elector response 
forms.

The bylaw would have established a communi-
ty safety service, supported by Salt Spring property 
taxpayers to a level of $0.016 of $1,000 residential 
property value.

If fewer than 10 per cent of Salt Spring electors 
had submitted elector response forms by the Dec. 
9 at 4 p.m. deadline, the bylaw would have been 
automatically enacted and the tax added to the 
2020 requisition.

Many islanders initially found the process diffi-
cult to navigate, with information printed on the 
electoral response form suggesting that it needed 
to have a copy of the bylaw attached and be deliv-
ered to Victoria in order to be counted. As well, 
some people who wished to pick up extra forms 
from the local CRD office were told incorrectly 
they could only take one for themselves.

Opposition to the service and the AAP process 
inspired some islanders to take action. Gordon 
Lee could be seen handing out voter forms to 
passersby on Lower Ganges Road for several days 
last week, and other community members were 
also making sure extra forms were printed and 
circulated. 

Holman said the community’s participation in 
defeating the proposal proves the AAP can work 
on Salt Spring, even though he feels some vot-
ers signed the petition form because they were 
opposed to the mechanism rather than the safety 

service itself. 
“This experience demonstrates once again that 

in fact, the alternate approval process can actually 
make it easier for voters to reject proposals,” he 
said. “A: because of the 10 per cent threshold, B: 
you’ve got at least 30 days to reject the proposal, 
and C: the entire field is left to the ‘no’ voters.’”

Holman added the CRD usually only chooses 
to use the AAP over a referendum to request tax-
payer spending when the request is fairly modest, 
or if it seems there is community consensus about 
the need.

“Certainly on the last issue I’m a bit surprised, 
but that’s a judgement call and voters have made 
it clear they feel there is no need for the service,” 
he said.

Holman said he is not planning to call for a 
referendum on the issue at this point, as it would 
cost anywhere from $30,000 to 40,000 to hold and 
a positive result is uncertain. At the same time, he 
said the need for local agency collaboration on 
things like crime prevention and outreach 
has not gone away. 
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ISLANDS TRUST

Trust Council meetings debated
Special session to test electronic 
meeting potential

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A staff request for Islands Trust Council to fi nal-
ize its 2020 meeting locations raised surprisingly 
vociferous debate at the December quarterly 
session in Victoria last week, as trustees grappled 
with whether to reduce their meeting schedule 
in light of a declared climate emergency.

A proposal to drop the June meeting from 
the schedule altogether did not win support. 
Denman trustee and former executive member 
Laura Busheikin, one of the people to speak 
against the idea, said she was concerned about 
limiting the time available for the council to 
accomplish its work in just three meetings per 
year.

“This is where we do our business together,” 
Busheikin said. “There’s so much to deal with 
and so much work, and we need to be out on 
the islands where constituents can see us and 
come to our meetings and we can hear from 
them . . . and I think if we don’t meet we don’t 
move business forward.”

While the council defeated that motion and 
decided to stick with the status quo for the com-
ing year, the carbon footprint associated with 
bringing 26 trustees and multiple staff members 
to different communities on a quarterly basis 
posed considerable concern for many.

A motion raised by Salt Spring trustee Laura 
Patrick at the September session on Bowen 
Island asked staff to report on the possibilities 
for going to three in-person meetings. Staff 
were unable to deliver the report in time for the 
December meeting due to their current work-
loads and the complex variables.

Trust CAO Russ Hotsenpiller reported for the 
time being that such a report would require 
consideration of council’s legal obligation to 
table a budget, present financial statements 
and present the annual report; the legislative 
responsibilities to approve bylaws under the 
Islands Trust Act; potential changes to the meet-
ing procedures bylaw and other policy items; 
and the unknown viability of electronic meet-
ings. The ability of the public to participate is 

another consideration, Hotsenpiller said.
Although acknowledging the climate crisis, 

several trustees spoke to the value of meeting 
together and visiting other communities within 
the Trust area to understand the federation bet-
ter. Many of the Trust’s committee meetings are 
already held electronically, which helps reduce 
the carbon footprint, they noted. Carpooling 
and travelling by public transit are also possible 
for some. (Busheikin vowed to hitchhike from 
Denman to the next meeting on Hornby.)

The ability to hold an electronic meeting 
involving 26 trustees and staff is meanwhile an 
unknown factor. Committee meetings currently 
being managed that way feature far fewer 
people.

Some trustees added that poor internet con-
nections on their home islands would make 
meeting electronically impossible. They would 
still have to travel to fi nd a suitable location to 
attend digitally, and the system would need to 
be suffi cient on both ends to avoid interruptions 
and disconnections.

Trustees ultimately voted to approve 2020 
quarterly sessions with meetings on Salt Spring 
in March, Hornby Island in June, Saturna in 
September and Victoria in December. They also 
voted to hold a special electronic meeting to 
test its viability before attempting to do an 
entire council meeting. 

Live-streaming in discussion
Issues with technology as well as British Colum-

bia’s privacy laws continue to be examined in 
light of a request stemming from North Pender 
trustee Ben McConchie, who has championed 
online streaming of local Trust committee meet-
ings. So far staff have determined that, according 
to B.C. laws, a local government-directed broad-
cast cannot be done through social media plat-
forms based in the United States such as YouTube 
or Facebook. However, meetings can be fi lmed 
and live-streamed on Facebook by members of 
the public with certain conditions. A Pender resi-
dent performed this service for the Trust Council 
session on Dec. 4.

Islands Trust staff are continuing to research 
the matter, including the potential costs of 
recording and storing video footage that would 
be accessible to the public. 

AAP process
criticized

The director still hopes to hold 
stakeholder meetings with the RCMP 
to communicate on issues and how 

they are being addressed. Those meetings may 
not happen as frequently as they could have 
with funding and CRD administrative support, 
however. 

“I am disappointed in the outcome, not for me 
necessarily but for the people who came forward 
— many of them women, who have a different 
perception of safety than men do — about the 
need and their concerns about personal safety 
in Ganges,” Holman said. “As an elected offi cial I 
can’t dismiss their concerns.”

Darcy Repen, a part-time resident of Salt Spring 
who has been critical of the AAP process, said, “I 
am glad to see the result. I’m also relieved that 
what has been a very trying time for many people 
on both sides has come to a close.”

“I have two hopes for what will come from this 
result. The fi rst is that the CRD follows up with 
recommendations to the province on how the 
alternative approval process can be improved to 
make it more acceptable to the electorate. And 
the second is that Salt Spring residents and the 
CRD director continue to work together to come 
up with well defi ned, practicable and empathetic 
solutions for the problems that are occurring in 
Ganges.”

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG 

FLAMES BEGONE: John Wiebe practises using a fi re extinguisher while 
other attendees at a Salt Spring Fire Rescue-sponsored training session held 
at the Rod and Gun Club watch and wait for their turns. Fire extinguisher 
training was also part of recent Salt Spring Emergency Resilience Training 
sessions put on by the Salt Spring Emergency Program. 

AAP
continued from 1
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News 
briefs
Emergency 
program 
coordinator 
resigns

Salt Spring Emergency 
Island Program Coordina-
tor Brian Bogdanovich has 
resigned his post after 10 
months on the job. 

Bogdanovich said in an 
email to POD and neigh-
bourhood  leader s  that 
health concerns were the 
reason for stepping back. 
He intends on acting in 
a supporting role in the 
future, helping maintain 
the new init iatives that 
he started when he came 
on as coordinator. These 
include the workshop series 
and the Salt Spring Emer-
gency Resilience Training 
program. 

“I want to say how much 
I have appreciated the sup-
port of many of the fantas-
tic pod leaders and can’t 
say enough also about the 
incredible volunteers with-
in our program,” he wrote 
in the email. “We have a 
lot of momentum built up 
from recent training and 
hope to continue that into 
2020.”

Bogdanovich wil l  con-
tinue in his position for 
the beginning of January. 
His  replacement wil l  be 
announced when chosen.

String lights 
recyclable

Non-profit group Prod-
uct Care Recycling wants 
i s landers  to  know that 
Christmas string lights can 
be recycled.

The Salt Spring Recycling 
Depot on Rainbow Road 
is one of the places that 
accepts all kinds of string 
lights.

“This time of year, Brit-
ish Columbians are unbox-
ing their Christmas deco-
rations, including lights,” 
states information from 
Product  Care Recycl ing. 
“We all know that annoy-
ing feeling when you plug 
in the string lights and the 
bulbs are no longer work-
ing.  Many people don’t 
know what  to  do with 
that pesky string once it’s 
reached the end of its use-
ful l ife. Thankfully, they 
can be recycled.”

In  add i t ion  to  s t r ing 
lights, the program accepts 
all kinds of lighting prod-
ucts from fixtures (think 
chandeliers,  desk lamps, 
etc. )  to burnt out l ight 
bulbs including fluorescent 
tubes, halogen bulbs, CFLs, 
LEDs and more.

When:
Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019

Where:
Harbour House Hotel, 
(Crofton Room): 121 
Upper Ganges Road, SSI

 SALT SPRING ISLAND LoCAL TRUST CommITTee

TEMPORARY USE
PERMIT NOTIFICATION

Subject Property Address: 262 Roland Road, SSI
            Parcel Identifier Number: 001-116-002

Application: SS-TUP-2019.3

12:00 p.m.

Anyone affected by 
the application.
 

NoTICe is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee will consider a resolution to issue a Temporary Use Permit 
for the subject property.

The purpose of this temporary use permit is to allow the following 
uses:
•	 Commercial	Guest	Accommodation	Unit		(commonly	referred								
             to as a Short Term Vacation Rental or “STVR”)

The location of the property subject to the proposed permit is shown 
on the following sketch:

How do I get more information?
A copy of the staff report and proposed permit will be available online after 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 on the Current Application webpage: 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIapplications
or, at the Islands Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring 
Island, BC V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. monday to 
Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
(NoTe: the office will be closed Wednesday, December 11, 2019)

Islands Trust 
250-537-9144

enquiries?

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

Written submissions are 
welcome and can be emailed to: 
ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca
or, mailed or dropped off at the 
Islands Trust office by monday, 

December 16, 2019.

Written comments made in 
response to this notice will be 

available for public review.

2020 Regular Meetings of the
 Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be meeting to consider various matters 
of general business such as applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.

Regular Meetings are scheduled for:

*Meeting must conclude by 3:00pm
The proposed meeting agenda is usually available one week prior to the meeting and may 

be obtained at the Islands Trust office or on our website.
Please note that correspondence received from the public may become part of a meeting 

agenda that is published online.
Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Contact us at 250-537-9144 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Date                        time                              Location

 Tuesday January 21 9:30 AM* Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday  February 18  9:30 AM*  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday March 24 9:30 AM* Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday  April 28  9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday May 26 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday  June 30  9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday July 28 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday September 1 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday October 6 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday November 10 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Tuesday December 15 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________

Call Gail, ELIZABETH OR MARC 
if you see news happening 

250-537-9933

Islands Trust

Quesnel  
wins Trust
reprieve 
Metal recycling enforcement 
deadline extended to March 31

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring Metal Recycling has been given a 
reprieve from Islands Trust bylaw enforcement 
action for the next few months while owner 
John Quesnel works with the Trust to bring the 
business into zoning compliance.

“We’re looking at options at how to comply. 
We’re going to work together to try to find 
a solution that works for everyone,” Quesnel 
told the Driftwood on Dec. 4, one day before 
he was scheduled to stop accepting materials.

“I think this is a reasonable amount of time 
to allow him to either remove his equipment 
and scrap metal or to make the necessary 
changes to make the operation lawful. It is 
clear that the status quo is not acceptable,” 
said trustee Peter Grove. “I believe the com-
munity would like him to succeed and con-
tinue to provide a useful service. I hope that 
can be achieved and be compliant with the 
bylaws.”

Quesnel’s property at 251 Fulford-Ganges 
Rd. has industrial zoning, but it does not 
include vehicle wrecking or the outdoor stor-
age or processing of recycling material. The 
assertion that the business fills a gap in local 
services seems proven over the past few weeks, 
as islanders reacted to news about its planned 
closure.

“People are panicking and I’ve been abso-
lutely swamped,” Quesnel said. “I can’t even 
get the trucks in to get the bins.”

Islands Trust chief bylaw enforcement offi-
cer Warren Dingman confirmed that Quesnel 
asked for and received a grace period of sev-
eral months. He will follow up after March 31, 
2020 to see what progress has been made.

“John will talk to planning staff, and he’s 
already talked to the regional planning man-
ager, about what applications he can submit 
to operate his recycling business lawfully,” 
Dingman said.

Neighbours who are opposed to noise from 
the recycling business and worried about envi-
ronmental pollution have meanwhile stepped 
up complaints. A letter sent to the Salt Spring 
Local Trust Committee on Oct. 26 warned that 
islanders were petitioning the B.C. Office of 
the Ombudsperson to encourage the Trust to 
enforce its bylaws. 

Salt Spring resident Keith Ballantyne said he 
has communicated with the ombudsperson on 
behalf of a group of at least 20 neighbours. 
He was directed to contact Islands Trust CAO 
Russ Hotsenpiller about the matter and will be 
doing so shortly.

While Salt Spring Metal Recycling recently 
registered with the Vehicle Dismantling and 
Recycling Industry Environmental Planning 
Regulation, which requires an environmental 
site plan, a compliance officer only makes a 
site visit after the fact. Ballantyne said the 
backward process leaves him in doubt that 
environmental standards are being followed 
properly, which could put other properties at 
risk.

The noise and vibrations caused by car 
wrecking are also real concerns, he said. 

“My feeling is the authorities have to 
become involved in some way,” Ballantyne 
said. “It affects a lot of people.”

Editor’s note: An earlier version of this story 
was published the Driftwood’s website on Dec. 
4. 
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contact us for 
home security
Ask us about our Smarthome security packages

342 LOWER GANGES RD

•  Monitor & control your home from 
anywhere. Door locks sold separately.

•  Secures your home with reminders & 
notifications.

•  24/7 real-time professional 
monitoring for fires, floods, carbon 
monoxide & break-ins.

 250.537.8371

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Here’s 
My Card

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com

In-Home Assisted Living

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947call me at 250 217 6947
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

INDEPENDENTLY 
OWNED AND OPERATED

103-342 LOWER GANGES ROAD 
SALT SPRING ISLAND V8K 2V3

Duncan Realty
Salt Spring Offi ce

Sylvia 
Vasquez
Licensed Agent
250-221-1581
sylviavasquez@royallepage.ca

“Proven honesty, integrity & quality customer service.”

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

9:30 a.m. to 9:35 a.m.
SSI LTC chair’s welcome and opening remarks

9:35 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
Staff presentation

9:45 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Q&A with the SSI LTC and Islands Trust staff 

12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Town Hall

When?
Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019
9:30 a.m.

Where?
Harbour House Hotel 
(Crofton Room): 
121 Upper Ganges 
Road, SSI

 SALT SPRING ISLAND LoCAL TRUST CommITTee

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
MEETING

Bylaw No. 518
Regulation of the Production of Cannabis

What is Bylaw No. 518 about?

Anyone interested 
in, or affected by, 
proposed Bylaw
No. 518. 

Since the Federal Cannabis Act and Regulations were introduced in 2018, Salt 
Spring Island has seen development of several cannabis production facilities. 
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee is updating the Island’s land use 
regulations to minimize negative land use impacts from cannabis production and 
to ensure consistency with Federal and Provincial legislation and the Agricultural 
Land Reserve (ALR).

Bylaw No. 518 will amend the Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw to regulate 
cannabis production. In general, it will:
•	 make cannabis production a distinct use, rather than a general agricultural 

activity.
•	 Permit cannabis production on land that is within the ALR and prohibit 

cannabis production on land that is not within the ALR.
•	 establish a 200m2 lot coverage maximum for indoor cannabis production 

facilities.
•	 establish setbacks for indoor cannabis production.

How do I get more information?
For more information on Bylaw No. 518, visit: 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIcannabis
Copies of the bylaw and other information is available at the Islands 
Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC 
V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. monday to Friday, 
excluding statutory holidays.
(NoTe: the office will be closed Wednesday, December 11, 2019)

250-537-9144

enquiries?
Claire Negrin, 
Island Planner 

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

What will happen at this Community Information meeting?

•	 This is your chance to learn more about the development and 
implementation of Bylaw No. 518

•	 This is your chance to share your opinion regarding Bylaw No. 
518 with the SSI LTC.

B.C. Politics

Forestry Olsen’s 2020 priority 
Party leadership race to 
have “interesting impacts” 
on B.C. Greens

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Saanich North and the Islands MLA 
Adam Olsen will be making his final stop 
on Salt Spring for the year on Thursday, 
and is looking forward to the 2020 legisla-
tive season.

Olsen will be speaking at a community 
meeting on Salt Spring on Dec. 12 before 
spending a few weeks with his family and 
then preparing for the legislative session 
in the new year. The meeting will be held 
at the Legion at 4:30 and all are welcome 
to attend. 

Looking back on 2019, Olsen said the 
year had been one of ups and downs. It 
began with a challenging spring session 
that came with the announcement of sub-
sidies for LNG that the Green party had 
voted against. However, the fall session 
included an amendment to the Climate 
Change Accountability Act that brought 
in more transparency and accountability 
on climate action. Another highlight for 
Olsen was the Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People Act. 

“I was ready to move forward on it a lot 
quicker than others were, but I recognize 
and respect the fact that the minister had 
a lot of work to do to get all of the pieces 
aligned,” he said. “So 2019 ended well.”

The new year is shaping up to be an 
interesting one for Olsen and the Green 

party. The party is looking for a new lead-
er, after current leader Andrew Weav-
er announced he was stepping down. 
Olsen said that the race would have some 
“interesting impacts on Sonia [Furstenau] 
and I . . . as to how that works out.”

While Olsen did not announce that he 
would be running for the position, he said 
that he was mulling over the idea.

“I’m exploring all of the opportunities 
that are there. I’m very realistic about 
where I am in life right now. I have some 
ideas about where I’m going to land,” he 
said. “I’m going to take a few weeks in 

the holiday season to connect with 
my family and have some final con-
versations about it.”

On the legislative side of things, 
Olsen has two main priorities for 
2020. The first is to continue his 
work on forestry and expanding 
on a clear vision for the industry in 
B.C. This includes looking at unsus-
tainable logging of coastal Doug-
las-fir trees in the Southern Gulf 
Islands. He will be looking at ways 
to redefine how we see the last 
remaining forests on the islands, 
he explained.

His second priority is around 
education, and he will be “further 
defining where we stand on educa-
tion and where education stands in 
our society.”

“I think if I was to sum it up, it’s 
the cornerstone of every progres-
sive society. We didn’t evolve to 
where we’re at based on our ances-
tors giving us part of the informa-
tion. They gave us as much of the 
information as they could possibly 
store, collect and deliver. I think 
we have it incumbent upon us as a 
successful, sustainable and resilient 
society to fully arm the next genera-
tion with all of the tools possible in 
order to succeed. We’re now faced 
with a climate crisis that’s going to 
require a lot of education and a lot 
of tools,” he added. 

Those two items are related, in 
that as communities in B.C. are 
faced with declining primary indus-
tries on which they’re built, the 
people working in those industries 
will need a way to transition into a 
new sustainable path for the future. 

“One of the things that I’ve seen 
is that when we’re talking about 
sustainability and resilience at a 
provincial level, those are issues 
that are magnified on the Southern 
Gulf Islands,” he said. “We need 
to embrace the opportunity that 
exists. I’m not here to sugar coat, 
gloss over or make the climate crisis 
seem like it’s going to be easy. It’s 
not easy. it’s difficult. But there are 
opportunities that if we were truly 
innovative and open-minded in our 
approach, we’d be able to grasp 
those opportunities.”

Olsen has already visited Mayne, 
Pender and Galiano islands, and will 
be on Saturna next week. While the 
constituency office will be closed 
from Dec. 20 to Jan. 2, Olsen will 
be monitoring his email in case of 
an urgent issue that needs to be 
addressed. 

“I wish everybody peace and 
love and as much happiness as 
possible in the coming weeks,” 
he said. 

Photo by marc kitteringham

Saanich North and the Islands MLA Adam 
Olsen listens intently to a constituent during 
Friday morning’s Ask Salt Spring session in 
the Thrifty Foods community room/florist 
shop. 

“When we’re talking 

about sustainability and 

resilience at a provincial 

level, those are issues 

that are magnified on the 

Southern Gulf Islands.” 

adam olsen
MLA, Saanich North 

and the Islands
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Mill Farm plan in development
New trail access and 
signage proposed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A treasured piece of Salt Spring 
could finally become more accessi-
ble to the community with new plans 
for the Mill Farm Park Reserve in the 
works more than 20 years after the 
first portion was acquired.

The 315-hectare asset in the south-
ern mountain area includes three 
individual lots separated by Crown 
land that were acquired by the Capi-
tal Regional District between 1996 
and 2004. While initiation of a com-
prehensive management plan is not 
being contemplated until 2025, a set 
of guidelines advanced by the parks 
and environment committee on Nov. 
27 could offer a better user experience 
in the meantime. The CRD Board is 
set to vote on their recommendation 
today (Wednesday, Dec. 11).

Salt Spring Islanders who frequent 
the area feel it’s about time some 
attention was focused there. 

“The park has been here for 25 years 
and the CRD still hasn’t begun to sign 
and maintain the trails. That’s very 
sad,” said Charles Kahn, who acted as 
a volunteer park  warden for the CRD 
from 2006 to 2014. 

As author of the popular guidebook 
Hiking the Gulf Islands, now in its 
fourth edition, Kahn has hiked all over 
the region. The Mill Farm Park Reserve 
remains particularly special to him.

”It’s a beautiful place. You could call 
it a spiritual place; it makes you feel 
really good to be out there,” Kahn 
said. “It’s a good combination of his-
tory, environment, beauty.”

The original plot is crisscrossed with 
old logging roads, so there are plenty 
of unofficial hiking routes available. 
An anonymous person has posted 
homemade wayfinding signs at many 
of the junctions to help people avoid 
getting lost. 

The 65-hectare property was first 
homesteaded 100 years ago by three 
Smith brothers from England, who 
installed the historic mill wheel that 
can still be seen in a creek. Later on 
it was owned in collective by a group 
of eight people who purchased it in 
1981. A decade or so later, the need to 
sell and keen interest from a logging 
company prompted the community 
to raise $150,000 toward the $800,000 
purchase. The CRD added two other 
portions to the park reserve off Mount 
Bruce Road and adjacent to Burgoyne 
Bay Provincial Park in 2001 and 2004.

“As far as I know there are no longer 
any park wardens walking through 
the Mill Farm for the CRD, although I 
have continued to report any vandal-
ism or intrusive activities like vehicles 
entering the land,” Kahn said. “I have 
also taken several CRD personnel on 
tours of the trails over the years with 
the hope that they would sign and 
maintain the trails that already exist 
there.”

The installation of new gates and 

barriers to prevent vehicles from 
entering the park reserve is listed as 
one of the first actions to take place 
under the interim management plan. 
The development concept includes 
creating a small amount of parking 
and an orientation sign at the primary 
access on Musgrave Road in 2020. A 
temporary toilet is also to be installed 
at this site in 2021. 

Three signed trails would provide 
official access routes during the inter-
im phase. Mill Farm Trail would link 
the Musgrave Road access to the Bur-
goyne Bay Provincial Park trails, and 
Lookout Trail would lead from Mill 
Farm Trail to a viewpoint location on 
the northwest side of the park, both 
to be completed in 2020. A third trail 
could connect Mount Bruce Road to 
the Salt Spring Conservancy’s Alvin 
Indridson Nature Reserve using former 
logging roads, but is marked as low 
priority. 

Archaeological and ecological stud-
ies are to take place throughout the 
interim plan timeline. 

Photo by elizabeth nolan

Avid hiker and guide book author Charles Kahn at one of the Musgrave Road entrance 
points to Mill Farm Park Reserve. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES

Laundromat on tap
Plans unfolding 
in positive way

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

Fundraising has begun 
in earnest to establish a 
laundromat in Ganges.

The Wagon Wheel 
Housing Society has set 
up a GoFundMe “Laun-
dromat on Salt Spring” 
page with the goal of 
raising $40,000 towards 
start-up costs for the not-
for-profit venture. 

Society spokesperson 
Cherie Geauvreau said  
the society’s board was 
last week poised to sign a 
lease for the former Orca 
electronics store at 162 
Fulford-Ganges Rd. in the 
Creekhouse complex. 

Geauvreau said the 
plan is for 70 per cent of 
the water to be recycled, 

and for high-efficiency 
extractor washers and 
dryers to be used. A 
1,000-gallon water stor-
age tank with a pressure 
valve for the laundromat 
unit will be installed out-
side. A letter of support 
has been received from 
the North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District, 
noted Geauvreau. 

Establishing a soap 
exchange service at the 
site is also planned. 

Geauvreau said more 
than 2,000 hours of vol-
unteer work has gone 
into the project since 
January, and the concept 
has received widespread 
community and business 
support. 

Salt Spring has been 
without a public laun-
dromat since Mrs. Clean 
closed in February of 
2016.
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Turf the
plastic

W
hen reducing plas-
tic in our environ-
ment has become 
a mantra, it’s hard 

to believe that replacing a 
natural grass fi eld with artifi -
cial turf is being considered in 
the Gulf Islands School District. 

The Salt Spring Youth Soccer Association has pro-
posed installing a synthetic grass product on a Gulf 
Islands Secondary School fi eld and covering the initial 
capital cost of more than $2 million. 

Some of the reasons for opting for turf are compel-
ling. Fields made from polyethylene and other plastics 
can be used year-round and not only when weather 
and grass conditions are optimal. Water resources 
are saved by not having to water a natural grass 

fi eld. Maintenance costs 
can be lower. As well, ath-
letes using turf fi elds are 
reportedly less prone to 
being injured. 

However, the prod-
ucts only last only about 
12 years before need-
ing replacement. When 
the numbers are truly 
crunched, as they have 
been in time for today’s 
school board meeting, 
there is virtually no differ-

ence in cost for the school district over the long term 
between maintaining a grass fi eld and taking the 
artifi cial turf path. Using just the fi nancial argument, 
school board staff have recommended not proceed-
ing with the project. Trustees are scheduled to make 
their decision this afternoon (Dec. 11).

But just as important as costs are the environmen-
tal and health impacts of synthetic fi elds. While the 
soccer association has proposed using biodegradable 
coconut fi bre as infi ll, in part to prevent pollution 
from pellets that migrate into water bodies, the 
plastic grass can itself be a problem. Recycling options 
may be an issue when the fi eld needs to be replaced. 
The artifi cial grass blades can also detach and enter 
the surrounding environment. That was witnessed 
recently with the plastic fi eld at Oak Bay High School.

The Gulf Islands School Board will also consider 
declaring a climate emergency today. To do that and 
support a turf fi eld on the same day is simply not 
rational.

As Agricultural Land Commission approval for a 
turf fi eld is required, the school board could punt the 
decision off to the ALC, but they should not do that. 

instead they should heed their staff report, which 
suggests fi nding ways and funds to improve the 
GISS fi eld in question, an option that makes far 
more sense.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
GISS plastic turf 
fi eld decision

WE SAY:
School fi elds 
should stay 
‘green’

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

86 

 NO   YES

244 Is speeding a 
problem on Salt 
Spring roads?

Should MLA Adam 
Olsen pursue Green 
party leadership? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

OCP survey suggested
By FRANTS ATTORP
As recently reported in 

the Driftwood, the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Com-
mittee is embarking on an 
“incremental” update of 
the island’s official com-
munity plan. 

Given the incredible 
pressure trustees are now 
under by housing groups 
to approve more develop-
ment, it will be important 
to focus on key indica-
tors that show where this 
island is heading.

Our current OCP, adopt-
ed in 2008, states that, of 
the 5,800 residential lots on 
Salt Spring, approximately 
1,300 are vacant and many 
are subdividable. “All told, 
the number of dwelling 
units (not including sea-
sonal cottages and suites) 
that could be built on 
Salt Spring under current 
residential zoning is esti-
mated to be about 8,150. 
The eventual population 
of Salt Spring that might 
result from the zoning now 
in place is estimated to be a 
little over 17,000.”

And then this crucial 
part: “Zoning changes 
should be avoided if they 
would likely result in a 
larger island population 
than is expected under 
development potential 
zoned in 2008. Exceptions 
to this policy are to be few 
and minor and only to 

achieve affordable hous-
ing and other objectives of 
this Plan.”

In other words, our exist-
ing OCP has capped the 
population of the island at 
17,000 (about 6,000 more 
than today), and provided 
very little wiggle room. If 
trustees push that num-
ber significantly higher 
through upzoning, they 
will be charting a radical 
new course for the island 
and possibly violating the 
Trust Policy Statement.

As I have argued before, 
among some excellent 
proposals by housing 
groups is a very danger-
ous one with the poten-
tial to transform not just 
this island but also oth-
ers in the Trust Area: the 
widespread use of amen-
ity zoning to “conserve” 
parts of larger acreages 
while using the remainder 
for “eco-villages.”

In the 1998 OCP, the 
limit for extra dwellings 
under the density bonus 
system was set at 100 for 
the entire island. In 2008, 
that number was reduced 
to just 40, probably in rec-
ognition of how risky it 
is to offer fi nancial incen-
tives (extra densities) for 
an amenity. And now, 

if the statements of a 
prominent housing advo-
cate are to be believed, 
there is a need for “many 
thousands” of new lots or 
dwellings.

As the OCP review pro-
cess unfolds, we should 
pay special attention to 
two red fl ag numbers: the 
maximum number of new 
dwellings allowed through 
bonus density deals, and 
the total population pro-
jection. Since no OCP is 
written in stone, we should 
also watch for any public 
hearings involving bonus 
density deals, especially on 
rural land, and attend in 
person to give feedback on 
this pivotal issue.

Because the OCP review 
is being done incremen-
tally, and in light of the 
sens it ive and highly 
charged nature of the 
housing debate, I suggest 
the Trust send a detailed 
questionnaire to every 
household outlining strat-
egies for dealing with 
growth, people pressure 
and the climate crisis, all 
while emphasizing the 
limitations of living in a 
protected area. The OCP 
discussion must go beyond 
the housing issue and 
delve into the broader 
philosophical question of 
what we hope the island 
will look like long after we 
are gone.

VIEWPOINT
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OPINION
“The park has been here for 25 years and 

the CRD still hasn’t begun to sign and 
maintain the trails. That’s very sad.” 

CHARLES KAHN, HIKING THE GULF ISLANDS AUTHOR

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED:
What is your favourite 
holiday meal?

RICK BLACK

It’s gotta be 
the turkey, 
gravy, mashed 
potatoes . . 
. the whole 
shebang. 
Dressing is my 
favourite. 

STEPHEN KELLY

Turkey and 
stuffi ng, I 
can’t even 
think of 
anything else. 

CATHARINE MARZALIK

Leg of lamb 
and a good 
wine. It’s just 
so delicious. 

THOMAS WAKEFIELD

I like turkey 
with gravy 
and stuffi ng. 
I don’t have it 
very often, so 
that’s why it’s 
good. 

KEVIN FALCONER

I like the 
desserts at 
Christmas 
buffets. I don’t 
have dessert 
very often, 
and they’re 
always home 
made and so 
good.

Miles ahead
Our Nov. 30 community get-

together on climate change put 
new air in my sagging tires.

There were seniors, and senior 
seniors like me, hanging in there, 
bless them. Young folks came 
in good numbers with all their 
exuberant impatience, the best 
reason for hope anyone could 
ask for. And the solid muscle of 
any community project, the peo-
ple between last pimple and last 
paycheque, were everywhere, 
many telling us of all the work 
already happening.

Our community and thou-
sands like it all over the world are 
miles ahead of big-scale politics. 
That’s the way it should be. Big-
picture thinking is needed, for 
sure, but all action is local. And 
no two places are alike either in 
society or nature.

I get the shudders when I 
imagine climate-change projects 
controlled by global organiza-
tions: corporations, consortia of 
nations, the U.N., etc. We have 
tried that with international 
trade, which is a mess. Democrat-
ic process planet-wide? Forget it!

And let’s be real. No matter 
what, we will make mistakes 
while in our present belatedly 

panicky state. Better to make 
them over small areas than big 
ones.

BOB WEEDEN,
SALT SPRING 

Action now
I am a mother of two high 

school students who feels it is 
imperative that climate action 
happens immediately. Let us 
start with calling it a “climate 
emergency.” It is imperative 
that strong language be used to 
foster a new lens for all future 
proposals, projects and actions 
by all of our local school boards, 
governing bodies and munici-
palities. 

I believe a “green new deal” 
has many elements that can 
be utilized to get Canada and 
the world on track to lessening 
the effects of the current and 
very real climate emergency. I 
live rurally and see the effects 
of climate change all around 
me. It can be hard to imagine 
how many times worse other 
countries like Australia, African 
nations and the many island 
communities and countries with 
low-lying land are faring with 
this ever-growing threat. 

We are in the age of human-
caused mass extinction and truly 
very little is being done. Every 
decision from now forward must 
be viewed through a climate 
action lens. Strong climate emer-
gency language is imperative to 
create the room to change our 
business-as-usual attitude into 
action for a future.

ANNETTE WITTEMAN,
MAYNE ISLAND 

Not symbolic
I have to comment on a line 

in the Nov. 27 “Climate Home-
work” editorial. The topic was 
climate change emergency dec-
larations and the line was “But 
many citizens are asking them-
selves if such declarations have 
any meaning beyond being a 
symbolic gesture of seeing a cou-
ple of electric vehicles added to 
the corporate fl eet.” 

 I agree with the theme of 
the editorial and applaud the 
Driftwood for pointing out that 
the CRD, Islands Trust and other 
organizations must do more.

However, the response to cli-
mate changes does require both 
little things and big things.  Just 
like every bit of plastic, styro-

foam or other discarded garbage 
I pick up on Beddis Beach is part 
of the clean beach solution, so 
is every EV that displaces an ICE 
(internal combustion engine) 
part of the reduced emissions 
solution.

But it turns out EV-ing even 
a few cars in your fl eet is not a 
little thing. And much more than 
a symbolic action. Every replace-
ment EV eliminates emissions 
that remain in the atmosphere 
for up to 1,000 years. It would 
cost less to operate over time 
(average $1,880 per year), saving 
important taxpayer dollars for 
other priorities. They are also the 
easiest actions to take to fall into 
line with the current B.C. govern-
ment programs such as the Zero-
Emission Vehicle’s Act (ZEVA). 
And guess what, a response to 
an emergency requires immedi-
ate, decisive and results-achiev-
ing action. What could be easier 
and what could be more emer-
gency-response like ?

I would encourage all local 
organizations and companies 
to “go EV” as soon as possible. 
Every so-called symbolic gesture 
counts — a “lot.”

JIM STANDEN,
TEAM LEAD, 
EV GROUP

I’ve grown this beard, you see, and I’m not 
entirely sure what to do with it now. It is nei-
ther luxuriant nor distinguished and, if the 
truth be told, it’s more than a shade on the 
threadbare side. My middle son probably put 
his fi nger on it when he somewhat unkindly 
opined that it made me look “uncared-for.”

If I can impress you a little with my Sunday 
school education and throw the Book of 
Genesis at you for a moment, I’ve always 
been more Jacob, “a smooth man,” than 
Esau, who was “an hairy man,” although I’ve 
never quite understood how Jacob tricked 
his blind old dad into believing he was Esau 
by wrapping his arm in a sheep skin! Just 
how hairy WAS Esau? Or how dopey was 
Isaac? 

I’ve always attributed my own lack of 
facial hair to suggesting I am that much 
further up the evolutionary tree than the 
shaggier among us. It fi gures, right? When 
did you ever see a Neanderthal who didn’t 
have hairy feet?

But the truth is I’ve secretly envied those 
men who, like one of my sons, are able to 
grow a beard between breakfast and lunch-
time. My brother too has a beard, which he 
maintains with the scrupulous attention to 
detail of a Victorian topiarist. On his advice 
I recently bought a beard trimmer, which 
turns out to have been a bit optimistic, like 
buying a chainsaw after planting an apple 
seed. But I have in any case taken to trim-
ming what little there is on my face with the 
obsessive consideration of a Japanese bon-
sai master. If careful and judicious pruning 
encourages roses to grow, then it’s got to be 
good for beards too?

And did you know there is a How to Grow 
A Beard website called The Art of Manliness? 
The Art of Manliness, for crying out loud! If 
there is a solitary thing that men do better 

than most women it is growing a beard, 
but not even the wildest defi nition would 
elevate cultivating hairs on your face to an 
art form, how ever fi ligreed you keep it.

Another website, Psychology Today of all 
things, examined the virtues or otherwise 
of sporting a beard and mine failed on all 
counts. Their research starts with the prem-
ise that a beard is an obvious indication of 
rugged manliness, which is entirely wishful 
thinking on my part. While I do possess one 
or two manly bits like a prostate and dis-
orderly nose hairs, it is the miserable truth 
that there are six-year-old ballerinas who are 
more rugged than me. 

Apparently, according to a bunch of bof-
fi ns at Australia’s University of Stating the 
Blindingly Obvious, a beard “visibly differ-
entiates men from females, masks emotions, 
provides warmth and shields skin from the 
elements.” Phew, that’s a relief! Goodness 
knows I’ve grown tired of being mistaken for 
a woman and if my beard helps me cut back 
on winter fuel bills it’s all to the good. As for 
masking emotion I’m not certain how hav-
ing a face like a fl oor mop comes between a 
man and his feminine side. 

But here’s where their  research gets inter-
esting in that “so what” kind of listless ennui 
an awful lot of university theses can induce. 
Men with beards, it says, are more “proso-

cial” than their clean-shaven contemporar-
ies, which for those of you who have not had 
the benefi t of a higher education is a shrink’s 
way of saying “sociable.” In other words, 
beardies are simply nicer to know. So, Santa 
Claus good, Donald Trump bad, Rasputin 
good, the Pope bad, which leaves me in a 
no-man’s land of the only slightly hirsute, 
neither good nor bad, just a bit ordinary, 
which is probably the story of my life.

Most evolutionary theorists (which is a 
phrase you won’t read too often in this col-
umn) believe beards evolved as a display 
of dominance, masculinity and aggression 
(Grrrrr…) so I’m giving a heads up to anyone 
parking in a handicapped parking spot with-
out a blue ticket or rooting through their 
purse for the “right change” at the check-
out that this genial Dr. Jekyll is working on 
his hairy Mr. Hyde.

I’m personally more inclined to believe 
beards evolved because early man didn’t 
have razors and shaving with a sharp rock 
was just too painful, although it is quite well 
established that until a Viking woman could 
grow a beard she left the raping and pillag-
ing to the chaps and stuck to her knitting.

For the life of me though, I’m not entirely 
sure how raping and pillaging could even 
loosely be described as “prosocial.” There’s 
not much that’s lovable about a bunch of 
rampaging beardies in horned helmets.

Incidentally, and call this lateral thinking if 
you will, but I’ve long thought that a simple 
solution to the bone-idle, selfi sh lumps who 
take up a handicap space without the appro-
priate qualifi cations would be to move the 
handicap parking slots to the farthest corner 
of the carpark. Sorted . . . .

paulmcelroy@shaw.ca 

Beard signals potential for a hairy Mr. Hyde

Paul McElroy
+ ANOTHER 

THING
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Jason Youmans, 
Island Planner
Islands Trust 
250-537-9144

Enquiries?

When:
Tuesday, 
December 17, 2019

Where:
Harbour House Hotel, 
(Crofton Room): 121 
Upper Ganges Road, SSI

 SALT SPRING ISLAND LoCAL TRUST CommITTEE

TEMPORARY USE
PERMIT NOTIFICATION

Subject Property Address: 170 Jones Road, SSI
            Parcel Identifier Number: 009-015-043

                              Application: SS-TUP-2018.3

12:00 p.m.

Anyone affected by 
the application.
 

NoTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee will consider a resolution to issue a Temporary Use 
Permit for the subject property.

The purpose of this temporary use permit is to allow the following 
uses:
•	 mechanical	aggregate	screening
•	 aggregate	crushing
•	 import,	storage	and	sale	of	landscape	materials
•	 rental	and	storage	of	bucket	crusher,	roll-off	truck	and	bins

How do I get more information?
A copy of the staff report and proposed permit will be available online after 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 on the Current Application webpage: 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/SSIapplications
or, at the Islands Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring 
Island, BC V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. monday to 
Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
(NoTE: the office will be closed Wednesday, December 11, 2019)

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

Written submissions are 
welcome and can be emailed to: 
ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca
or, mailed or dropped off at the 
Islands Trust office by monday, 

December 16, 2019.

Written comments made in 
response to this notice will be 

available for public review.

Rants
A rant to the Driftwood for only publishing 

one photo, although a most appropriate one, 
of the Remembrance Day ceremony. This is a 
once-a-year important community event. Not 
everyone has access to a computer [to look at 
more photos online]. Sue Gagnon 

Roses
A bouquet of handcrafted roses to Donna 

Johnstone for her most generous fabric donations 
to all of Santa’s WinterFaire crafter helpers. 

BY KEES VISSER
Timothy Harvey’s Dec. 4 

Viewpoint piece on a sub-
merged Ganges in 30 years is 
scientifi cally incorrect and scaremonger-
ing, to say the least.

Let me say up front that I am not a 
climate change denier, and I am very 
worried about the rapid warming of the 
Earth, which is mainly due to human 
activities, but we should use all scientifi c 
information available and not scare peo-
ple to death. 

Indeed, sea level rise is mainly caused 
by melting of Antarctic and Greenland 
Ice, and to a much minor degree by the 
melting of the last remaining land gla-
ciers. In the last 100 years sea level has 
risen by about 20 cm, and it will rise 
more, and probably rather rapidly by 
the melting of the last ice. Although not 
mentioned in the Harvey article, some 
scaremongers claim by 70 metres, but 
that is the total rise from the end of 
the last ice age, 10,000 years ago, when 
almost all of Canada was covered by a 
thick ice cap. Most of that has melted 
now, and the remaining ice in the moun-
tains and Antarctica/Greenland will con-
tribute to another few meters, assuming 
that we continue to live as we are doing 
now. I am not aware of an estimate of 
the remaining rise from the melting ice.

We have to keep in mind that the mod-
els on the website quoted in Harvey’s 
article use unsubstantiated rises over the 
next 30 years, plus it completely ignores 
the fact that Vancouver Island, and actu-
ally all of Canada, is rising, as a result 
of a re-bounce of the Earth’s crust due 
to the fact that the land ice has gone. 
This is not everywhere the same, due to 
a large number of factors, but for South 

Vancouver Island, and the 
Gulf Islands, it is about 25 
cm per 100 years, which 
is more than the sea level 

rise. Then we also have the local effect 
of the rise of the land due to the push-
ing of oceanic plates against B.C. There 
is no number available for that, but it 
is happening and might, unfortunately, 
create tectonic chaos at some point in 
the future.

We have actual present-day proof of 
this rebound when we see that some riv-
ers, as in Sooke and on the west coast, 
now arrive with a waterfall into the 
ocean. These ocean entries from rivers 
were virtually level 10,000 years ago.

When we look down at the water 
level in Ganges Harbour, we see that 
even at high water the level is at least 
one metre below the footpath near 
Thrifty’s and even with a rise of 20 to 
25 cm per 100 years, combined with the 
land rise of 25cm/100 year, this level will 
stay there.

I like to emphasize again that sea level 
rise and the climate change we are expe-
riencing can and will be catastrophic for 
many parts of the globe, but not so for 
coastal B.C., or coastal Atlantic Canada. 
Having said, that major deltas, such as 
the Fraser River, will experience sediment 
compaction and extra loads on the crust, 
which might counter the glacial rebound. 
I do hope that our decision-makers do 
not jump to conclusions based on errone-
ous scientifi c work, and will not burden 
us with unnecessary regulations.

 
The writer has a Ph.D. in geology from 

the University of Amsterdam and has 
worked in his fi eld in various areas of the 
world. 

You Are Invited to Our
Annual Christ�as Par��

                                        at
Treasures of the Hear�

What:  Beautif�l LIVE MUSIC & 
 SINGING by Adam Huber 
 and Usha Hay�ood
 - Christ�as Snacks & Drinks.
When:  Thurs. December 12, 4pm-8pm  
 (during Shop Local Late Night)
Where: 164 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
 (Nex� to Ganges Stationar�)

See you there!

Submerged Ganges not factual

INRESPONSE

Trustees implored to vote against artifi cal turf
The following was sent to SD64 school 

trustees and fi led with the Driftwood for 
publication. 

BY LAURA HARVEY
My name is Laura Harvey and I am writing 

on behalf of my children’s futures. Within 
this past year, upon learning about the 
school district’s plan to replace natural earth 
with synthetic materials, I became both dev-
astated and disappointed in my community. 
I soon shared this with my children, avid 
nature advocates, and they expressed the 
same disgust that I felt to my bones. 

The overarching question that crosses 
my mind and will continue to cross my 
mind is “When will our species stop 

believing that it is our right to continue 
destroying the Earth for our self-righteous 
personal gain?”

My latest conclusion is a disappointed 
and bereft “never.” As a species, I have been 
convinced that we will continue to make 
poor decisions for our betterment but at 
the cost of disrupting our environment until 
we are extinct as a species.

The choice of investing in artifi cial turf is 
an ironic and high example of this, the news 
released on the same day that our prime 
minister announced a single-use plastic 

ban as of 2021 and our GISS music program 
funding was being cut. With humans these 
choices — much to the dismay of the envi-
ronment — are always easily justifi ed with-
out a second thought, for the cost of just a 
warm drink (even if I know it is at the cost of 
more precious resources), for the cheapest 
solution and for a more comfortable play-
ing fi eld. This, trustees, is why we are facing 
the climate crises that we are in today.

Thus, I implore that you think about the 
long-term and bigger-picture impact of this 
choice and not make excuses as to why an 
artifi cial playing fi eld is better for our envi-
ronment, because it is not. Artifi cial is how 
the snowball effect of our Earth’s warming 
began in the first place. By installing an 

artifi cial fi eld we would be disrupting sev-
eral ecosystems, starting with that of the 
dirt below the fi eld, our own microbiome’s 
internal ecosystem, and the ecosystem of 
the ocean and the sky. 

You have a big decision ahead of you, 
and I beg you to consider the real impact 
of this decision. Vote against the continual 
destruction of our environment and vote 
for the future of our children. Keep the 
Earth as it was delivered to us and the Earth 
may continue to hold us for generations to 
come. Vote against placing artifi cial turf on 
our island.

The writer is a parent of children in the 
Gulf Islands School District.

INDEPTH

+ ROSES+ ROSES

Heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers and 
participants that made this year’s flu clinic 
a great success. A bucket of roses to: Brenda 
from Community Gospel, for setting up for us 
and making the space available. Country Grocer, 
for their generous donation of snacks for the 
community. SSI Fire Department, for taking the 
opportunity to entertain and teach the community 
about fi re and fall risks. Volunteers, for helping it 
run smoothly and as effi ciently as possible. Many 
thanks from the public health team!

Dozens of coal-dust-covered roses to John 
Gogo for his Coal and Wood show on Nov. 21. 
My grandfather came to Canada from Italy in 
1913, looking for a better future for his family. 
He worked his entire life in the coal mines of 
the Crowsnest Pass in Alberta. Your songs and 
stories brought back many memories. Marg M.

One hundred or more fragrant pink 
roses to the women who belong to One 
Hundred+ Women Who Care for voting for 
our beloved library to receive $19,100 from 
last month’s meeting. Every cent will make 
a difference. 

A huge thank-you hug to all the volunteers 
who gave so generously of their time and 
culinary skills to make the 35th Annual 
Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft Fair a 
resounding success. The generosity of our 
island community shines bright through your 
continued support of Beaver Point Hall.

A kettle of copper roses to all the people 
who so generously donated to the Copper 
Kettle Community Partnership at the Handel’s 
Messiah Sing-along. 
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presents

FULFORD HALL
DEC 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21 at 7pm | DEC 15, 22 at 2:00 pm
Tickets at Salt Spring Books
$25 Adults, $15 Children  cash or cheque

Newman Family Productions

Come Early to Stroll In
Olde London Towne

FULFORD HALLFULFORD HALL
Musical Adaptation created by Ray and Virginia Newman

please proof read 
all copy carefully, 
copy has been reset

250.537.9917 #3-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

Holiday Gift?
Memories are 

the best gifts to give!

ASK US ABOUT:

 • Picture
printing

•  Enlargments
•  Frames

250.537.9917 #3-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

Holiday Gift?
Memories are 

the best gifts to give!

ASK US ABOUT:

 • Picture
printing

•  Enlargments
•  Frames
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Santa
LIONS

�

�
Ship

Saturday Dec. 14th 

6:30 pm Santa arrives at Coast Guard Dock.

Hot chocolate 
at 6:15 pm 

Follow Santa into Mouat’s Mall. 
Give him your 
wish list for Christmas. 
He’ll also visit Greenwoods 
and Lady Minto Hospital.

sponsored by 
BELLINGHAM &
SSI LIONS CLUB

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

EXHIBITIONS

The Venters explore new directions
Small Gems show underway at Venter Gallery
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Established artists Deon and Kathy Venter each have a signature 
method and style associated with their names, but both members of the 
talented couple have something new on offer this season. 

The Small Gems show at Venter Gallery upholds an island tradition of 
offering works that could potentially become Christmas gifts. For the 
Venters, though, going small has opened a whole new world of pos-
sibility. 

Kathy initially started out wanting to work with the realities of their 
Grace Point Square space, which has trouble holding her human-sized or 
larger fi gurative sculptures. Gone for now are the unapologetic depic-
tions of real women’s bodies. The new series is still based mainly on the 
female body but the forms are gestural, dynamic and evocative.

At fi rst Kathy was concerned about how she would imbue the same 
sense of presence into smaller fi gures — at that point she had been 
working at the human-scale for the past 25 years.

“I decided I’m not going to try, I’m going to break away completely 
from that, and go more into a story, more of a language content in it,” 
she said during a recent visit to the gallery. 

“The pace that I worked at back then was still in my hands,” she con-
tinued. “Once I’d forced my eye down to the little scale, this making of 
maquettes as a younger woman clicked in, and the rhythm of that work 
that I did at the stage was in my hands, and my hands were fl ying.” 

The pieces further take in the artist’s memories and feelings about 
the models for older drawings that she went back to for inspiration, in 
details such as posture or attitude. Glazing, also new to Kathy’s oeuvre, 
came about through a partnership with Deon. He taught ceramic sci-
ence, including the composition of glazes, at university in South Africa 
and was able to pull out those skills to create the exact shades Kathy 
wanted to use: a matte green like oxidized copper that evokes patina 
on bronze sculpture, a dusky red and a cool medium blue that allows 
the terra cotta clay to show through in the edges.

“There’s a lot of exciting things [about this series], and it just shows 
me a road ahead that I wasn’t expecting. Circumstances have sort of 
moved me up that shore, but it’s a delight. I’m really happy about it,” 
Kathy said. 

Deon also presents a new direction at the gallery this month, with 
his Blomskryf oil wash on paper series. Blomskryf is an Afrikaans word 
meaning “fl ower writing,” and the subject material combines women’s 
faces with single fl ower heads. The title is taken from a poem by the 
famous South African poet Breyten Breytenbach.

As Deon is known for his room-sized paintings in heavily textured 
oils depicting serious topics such as missing and murdered women, this 
is a signifi cant departure. They are smaller, more intimate works than 
he usually does when the context and content demand the large scale. 
Using the oil wash in a way that’s similar to watercolour meanwhile 
allows for a free, loose hand and a suggestion of delicacy in the pastel 
shades and slightly elusive images.

In contrast, the woman who inspired the series are 
paragons of strength from the ancient world. They 
include mythical fi gures such as goddesses of wisdom, 
Minerva and Athena, and also the poet Sappho. Other 
infl uences include the poetry of Mary Oliver and Bot-
ticelli’s beloved painting Primavera.

“In a time where we have 70-year-old men running 
roughshod over the environment and  women’s issues 
and minorities, I feel it’s good to go back to maybe a 
female power,” Deon explained. 

The works also strive to integrate the human with 
nature, which is why in some cases there is no separa-
tion between the fl ower and person depicted in each. 
Deon often creates a more dynamic framing than the 
standard portrait. In some cases the scene appears to be 
displayed on its side rather than upright, which serves 
to encourage the viewer’s interrogation of the material 
rather than bland acceptance.  

CONCERT PREVIEW 

Favourite songs featured at Singers concert
Sing With Joy! on this weekend

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

For this year’s holiday season, the Salt Spring Singers want to 
make sure everyone in the community has a chance to sing with 
joy like they do when they gather every week. 

The long-running, 60-member choir will present their concert 
and sing-along titled Sing With Joy! this weekend at ArtSpring. 
It’s on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 
2 p.m. 

“I think it’s going to be a really lovely show,” said choir 
president Kitty Martinho last week. “Picture a group of friends 
sitting around the fi replace, some strumming on the guitar, 
some singing and harmonizing. It’s not purely Christmas music 
or religious music or classical music. There’s some great old 
favourites there.”

For sing-along numbers, which might be done with the whole 
choir or smaller ensembles, words will be projected on a screen 
for audience members.

Some of the familiar tunes are from the Sound of Music, and 
one well-known piece has been slightly reworked to more accu-
rately refl ect Salt Spring’s demographics: “I am 60 Going on 70.” 

Salt Spring Singers are directed by Don Conley. Accompanist 
is James Yi, who comes over from Victoria each week to work 
with the group. 

Other instrumentalists at Sing With Joy! are Deb Smith playing 
the bass, and guitarists Susan Bull and Jean Brouard. Soprano 
Connie Holmes will do a vocal solo.  

Also on the program are excerpts from Faure’s Requiem, and 
Canadian content in the form of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah and 
a Gordon Lightfoot number, among other familiar favourites, 
both seasonal and otherwise. 

“The challenge with this program is not learning the music, 
it’s unlearning the music, because we are so used to having the 
melody. For those members of the choir who aren’t singing the 
melody . . . your voice instinctively goes back to the melody, so 
you have to relearn those numbers, which is kind of interesting.” 

“It’s a great community choir,” added Martinho. “They’re all 
very supportive and we have a lot of fun.”

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Secret Lands, a glazed terra cotta sculpture from Kathy Venter’s new 
Small Gems series.
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expert ADVICE CALL 250-537-9933
to be A pArt of this popuLAr feAture!

Financial Advice

I’d like to align my 
investments with my ethics 
and values. Can you help?

Ethical investing is an area that I’m particularly 
passionate about. I’m also proud to say that my team at Island Savings has a 
lengthy history of providing socially responsible investment options. In days 
gone by, ethical investors sometimes had to compromise on the performance 
of their investments. This is simply no longer the case – there’s a large and 
growing number of outstanding values-based investment options, products 
and strategies. Whether you simply want to avoid certain industries like 
tobacco or military products, for example, or you want to ensure your 
investments are divested from fossil fuels, there are solutions for you. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re just starting out as an investor or if you’re highly 
experienced: you can ensure that your entire portfolio is invested responsibly 
in companies that are committed to making a positive impact on our planet. 
Unfortunately, not all financial advisors have significant experience with 
socially responsible investing, so if this is important to you, make sure you 
find an advisor who does. I’m happy to suggest one, if you like!

DEC 26

scott howe

scott howe BA, PFP®, cFP®, cPcA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor

Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca

First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered 
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc. 

DEC 11

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

During this holiday season we are reminded of how 
blessed we are to live on this island, in this province and 
in this country.

To my clients, friends and colleagues in real estate, 
I continue to enjoy and appreciate working with you 
especially during these times of change.

In 2020 it is my hope that our sense of world community 
deepens and that we can work together to find creative 
solutions to address the many challenges ahead.

Peace, Good Will, Prosperity, 
And Good Health To All !

A Time For 
Thanks

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 1 8

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

DEC 25

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

During this holiday season we are reminded of how 
blessed we are to live on this island, in this province and 
in this country.

To my clients, friends and colleagues in real estate, 
I continue to enjoy and appreciate working with you 
especially during these times of change.

In 2020 it is my hope that our sense of world community 
deepens and that we can work together to find creative 
solutions to address the many challenges ahead.

Peace, Good Will, Prosperity, 
And Good Health To All !

A Time For 
Thanks

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 1 8

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Holiday trips in cold 
weather may require 
more than a well prepared 
vehicle

Drive Safe, Gyle

All the regular things like snow tires, antifreeze, new 
wiper blades etc. are a top priority and should be checked 
before heading out on a holiday trip.

As well as all these things give some thought to a survival 
kit. No one wants to think about getting stuck in their vehicle 
in adverse conditions but it does happen and a small kit 
prepared ahead of time could make the difference between 
being uncomfortable and being dangerously hypothermic.

One website has a rather extensive list of materials for 
your survival kit and attached to it are a few paragraphs of 
excellent advice on what to do in case you are stranded in 
your vehicle. Check out http://www.21stcenturyadventures.
com/advice/lists/winterSurvivalChecklist.html 

Mahon Hall: Nov 29 - Dec 22
Open daily 10 - 5

100
ART STUDIOS
UNDER ONE ROOF

salt spring 
arts council

WINTERCRAFT
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Helping Spread Holiday Cheer
Buy one $50.00 Gift Certificate and 

receive a $10.00 Gift Certificate on us!
Until December 31

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Monday Dec. 24th Christmas Eve 8am - 3pm
Tuesday Dec. 25th Christmas Day Closed
Wednesday Dec. 26 Boxing Day Closed

Monday Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 8am-11pm
Tuesday Jan 1st New Year’s Day

BruNCh 10am-2pm
LuNCh 2pm-5pm

DiNNEr 5pm-10pm

“Merry Christmas from all of us at The Inn!”

“Merry Christmas from all of us at The Inn!”

Holiday Hours:
Tuesday, December 24th 9am - 3pm

Wednesday, December 25th - Closed
Thursday, December 26th - Closed

Wednesday, January 1st 10am - 10pm
• • •

ISLAND ARTISTS

Hayes shares ‘Labyrinth of Green’ 
Poetry and images found in new book and 
library exhibit
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Diana Hayes’ remarkable talents are fully evident this month, 
with release of her new book Labyrinth of Green and a photo 
exhibit at the Salt Spring Public Library showcasing her won-
derful way with both words and image.

Though small in size and just about 100 pages, Labyrinth of 
Green holds a remarkable range of expression. The Plumleaf 
Press publication is beautifully produced, with its bright white 
cover and pages set off by full-colour images. 

Hayes has provided new poetry divided into five differ-
ent categories that move from reflections on her youth and 
her family to experiences with nature, through to death and 
beyond. Supplementing these thoughtful meditations are 
her own beautiful photos, plus quotations from fellow poets, 
introductory passages and even the odd footnote. End notes 
provide more information on the provenance of some of the 
poems. 

Hayes is certainly adept at the poetic use of language, shap-
ing complex thoughts and layers of meaning into spare and 
elegant arrangements of words. The visual and emotional 
imagery of a single stanza can be breathtaking. Take for exam-
ple the beginning of Psyche and the Ladder, which addresses 
the lessons of adolescence through the metaphors of Greek 

mythology and its underworld. “A switch gets 
tripped/without warning she steps blind/ into 
the sinkhole dropping/ from daylight to pitch 
night/ feeling only the blood on her shins.”

In the section related to death, Hayes ably 
demonstrates the Celtic reverence for the 
transformation and the close connection 
between the natural and eternal worlds, with 
birds often acting as medium and messen-
ger. The poems These Little Deaths and Thir-
teen Ways to Free a Crow offer eyewitness 
accounts of life and death as close at hand as 
the backyard. Hayes illustrates the heartbreak 
of “small” deaths in a way that honours our 
emotional capacity for grief and opens the 
possibility of mystery beyond, even while 
accepting that the natural cycle of life neces-
sarily includes its loss. 

“Raven’s chorus strikes grief by the neck/ the 
forest a dark audience,” she writes in These 
Little Deaths.

Hayes’ library exhibition is testament to her 
long commitment to expression in multiple 

Looking for Cornelius — Inis More, Galway, Ireland, 1996. A print of the photo 
can be seen as part of a show at the Salt Spring Public Library this month, 
and also appears in Hayes’ new book Labyrinth of Green. 

formats. The lobby showcase displays some of her many previous 
publications, including books and programs for the Theatre Alive 
literary series she cofounded with author Brian Brett. 

The photo exhibit in the program room features some of the 
images from her new book, including those of lovely green, stony 
places in Ireland and England that speak to Hayes’ connection 
to her ancestry. There are also some interesting examples from 
photo series in which Hayes’ dreams played a strong role. 

The series On the Way to Mektoub was taken during 1995 and 
gained inspiration from writers of the Sahara such as Paul Bowles, 
as well as the artist’s interest in expressions of the body. The pho-
tographs of subjects in the desert with faces veiled and torsos 
exposed seek to “obscure the usual definitions of feminine and 
masculine principles” and “illuminate both the ambiguity and the 
interplay of male and female forms.” 

Another series from 1996 is called Of Bodies Changed to Other 
Forms I Tell. It takes inspiration from a dream Hayes had about 
seeing a drowned sailor in Santorini, Greece. She did a photo 
shoot at Salt Spring’s Southey Point to recreate the scene, and 
took her title from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. 

Both series reveal the strong connection between images and 
words that runs through Hayes’ work, and how her art manifests 
through a combination of intellectual and intuitive forces.

The photo show continues through December. Look for Laby-
rinth of Green at local shops or the library. 
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years 

191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Priya embodies the 
meaning of her name, 
Beloved.  She is super 
affectionate and loves 
to be brushed.  She 
is best suited for a 
home with no small 
children.

EXPLORE

OLD 
SALTY

DISCOVER 
YOUR 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
STORE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

SOCIAL till 8pm
Dec. 12th 4-8

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

PH: 250-800-1460
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

approved

COMMUNITY

Trackshoes fundraising gets going
Duo bank on bottle returns

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

At the end of the holiday season, island-
ers may fi nd themselves with extra returnable 
bottles and cans and may be looking for a way 
to give back to the community. 

Chris Joynson and Bob Delion from Gulf 
Islands Families Together Society (GIFTs) are 
collecting donations from bottle returns to go 
towards sending a group of islanders to the 
annual Operation Trackshoes event in Victoria 
in June. 

“It’s a sporting event for people with special 
abilities that happens once per year at the Uni-
versity of Victoria campus. Participants go for 
three days,” Delion said. “There’s a certain cost 
to each participant, and what we try to do is 
raise money to defray those costs.”

The pair started collecting bottles and rais-
ing money in 2013 when Joynson was trying to 
save money for a trip to Disneyland. After the 
trip, they realized they could continue with the 
fundraising, but needed a cause to which they 
could donate. 

“We gained a bit of momentum with differ-
ent people around and we got the money to 
go. We decided to keep doing it and give it to 
a charity, and Christopher thought of Operation 

Trackshoes,” Delion said.
They have been going to the event every year 

since. 
Joynson is known around town for helping 

out at the fi re department, who donate his 
admission and transportation costs. However, 
other members of the community also attend 
the event every year and the bottle donations 
help cut down on some of the costs. People 

from all over B.C. attend the UVic campus to 
compete in track and fi eld events and get to 
know each other in a fun setting. In addition 
to the sporting events, the weekend includes 
a live band, karaoke, communal meals and a 
dance. 

“If there’s 10 people and we raise $1,000, they 
each get $100 discount off what they have to 
pay,” Delion said. 

Joynson’s main athletic event is swimming, 
and he trains every week for both this competi-
tion and for the Special Olympics. However, he 
also loves the atmosphere of the weekend and 
getting to socialize with all sorts of other people. 

“I like the food there. Karaoke is fun too. 
I love singing Tom Petty stuff,” he said. “I’m 
excited for this year.”

So far the pair have raised around $500. Most 
of the money comes when people donate their 
recycling refunds to the Operation Trackshoes 
account at the Return It depot. Delion also 
helps those who can’t make it to the depot 
by picking up their recycling, though the pre-
ferred way is for people to make donations at 
the depot. 

“I wanted to ask people to keep it on their 
mind and put it on our account when they 
bring in bottles,” Delion said. “They can call us 
[at GIFTS] to get in touch with me too.”

“I like being helpful,” Joynson added. 

YOUTH LITERATURE 

Bookstores share winter break favourites
Long nights, a blazing fire, not too 

much homework . . . winter break is the 
perfect time to reach for a book. 

Whether you celebrate Christmas, Cha-
nukah, Kwanzaa or just the fact that your 
kids are around for a couple of weeks, 
here are titles that are recommended by 
our two island bookstores.  

Salt Spring Books 
Independent bookstore employees are the best: they love 

what they do and are always on hand with a spot-on recom-
mendation. When we asked Chelsea Newcombe of Salt Spring 
Books for her favourite word-based holiday gifts, she picked out 
some gems that will probably never be on library shelves.   

The Crayons’ Christmas by Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers. 
This hilarious Christmas-themed picture book from the creators 
of The Day the Crayons Quit features the same collection of 
feisty art supplies and their zany hijinks. Only this time, there 
are also in-book envelopes fi lled with activities: games, cards, 
punch-out ornaments, a poster, etc., all “from the crayons” to 
the reader.

Share Your Smile: Raina’s Guide to Telling Your Own Story 
by Raina Telgemeier. Tweens and teens adore these autobio-
graphical graphic-novel accounts of the author-illustrator’s own 
childhood. This new activity-and-journal companion book walks 
readers through the process of doing what Telgemeier does, 
only with their own experiences. “A lot of kids are interested in 
sharing their own story,” says Newcombe, whether it’s on the 
internet, through journals, or graphic novels. “This is a really 
good way to do that.” 

Christmas Fun Mad Libs by Roger Price
A way for kids to pass the time independently while learning 

the parts of speech AND howling with laughter? Consider this 
a present to the adults. These classic word games that can be 
played by two or 20 never go out of style.

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, illustrated edition, by J.K. 
Rowling

This one costs more than other editions and is for die-hard 
Harry Potter fans, but for die-hard Harry Potter fans, there’s 
nothing else like it. Beautiful illustrations turn the riveting tale of 
wizard school into a whole different experience. 

Black Sheep Books
A used bookstore is always an adventure to visit; 

you never know what you are going to fi nd. Cat 
Cooper and her daughter-in-law Mishka Campbell 
took over the highly atmospheric Black Sheep 
Books in April and have set about slowly mak-
ing it their own. They have a cozy children’s nook 
upstairs, with kid-friendly pre-loved editions on 
the lower shelves for browsing, and the beautiful/

antiquarian children’s books higher up, out of reach. In the cards 
for some time in the future: meeting space for reading clubs and 
other fun bookish pursuits. 

Put Me in the Zoo by Dr. Seuss
As a child, says Cooper, “This was my favourite Dr. Seuss 

book.” It’s a delightful, exuberantly illustrated little story about 
a spotted creature with unusual gifts. Though he wants to be in 
the zoo (the illustrations show a spa-like environment that no 
one would say no to), he winds up where his talents can be put 
to even better use. 

Nancy Drew: The Whispering Statue by Carolyn Keene
Here’s another nostalgia-inducer that is still beloved by grade-

schoolers and middle-schoolers today: Nancy Drew and her 
cohort of mystery-solving friends appear in dozens of titles. Coo-
per notes that a strong female protagonist, so common today, 
wasn’t so common when she was a book-loving child: “Nancy 
Drew was a girl — and she was in control!” 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis
First published in 1950, this fi reside classic about four siblings 

slipping away to an epic magical realm during WWII has been the 
gateway to fantasy literature for generations of children, Cooper 
included. “My Grade 3 teacher read it to us in school, and we’d 
put our heads down on the desk, close our eyes, and just be in 
Narnia,” says Cooper. “I think to this day, because Mrs. Henry read 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe to us, fantasy is my thing.” 

Archie Comics
I know there’s a dark version of Riverdale, Archie Andrews’s 

hometown, on Netfl ix, but my heart belongs to the sunny-side-
up original — and my now-voracious eight-year-old reader got 
over her fear of “big” (read: non-picture) books with Archie 
comics. Right now, Black Sheep has a great collection of these 
retro-cool precursors to graphic novels, and each vintage issue is 
going for a fraction of the cost of a new one. 

Lavonne 
Leong

READING
ROOM

PHOTO COURTESY BOB DELION 

Chris Joynson at a recent Operation Track-
shoes meet.



Wed.  Dec. 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tenore – Christmas 
With You.
Multi award-winning 
tenor group performs, 
accompanied by Bach 
on the Rock’s choir. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees. 
See decorated trees 
and place donation for 
Food Bank or Copper 
Kettle under your fa-
vourite. Harbour House 
Hotel. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily through Jan 1.

Gulf Islands Board of 
Education Meeting.
School trustees meet 
at the school board 
offi ce in Ganges. 1 p.m. 
Public welcome.

Yoga Nidra. 
Deeply relaxing 
spiritual practice led by 
Celeste Mallett Jason 
at Star of the Sea Cen-
tre for Spiritual Living 
and Practice (St. Mary’s 
Church in Fulford). 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Insight/Mindfulness 
Meditation.
A guided session of 
meditation in the 
Buddhist tradition by 
Heather Martin at Star 
of the Sea Centre for 
Spiritual Living and 
Practice. 7 to 9 p.m.

Music Bingo.
Wednesdays with Tay-
lor at Moby’s Pub. 7:30 
to 10 p.m.

Thu.  Dec. 12
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic & Jam.
At the Legion on Thurs-
days from 7 to 9 p.m.

Open Mic at Moby’s 
Pub.
Every Thursday from 
8:30 to 11:45 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Ganges Shop Local 
Social.
Ganges merchants 
open until 8 p.m. with 
specials and treats 
from 4 p.m.  

MLA Adam Olsen 
Community Meeting.
Adam Olsen hosts a 
community meeting at 
Meaden Hall from 4:30 
to 6 p.m.

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Fri.  Dec. 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Christmas With 
Scrooge.
The Newman Fam-
ily Productions classic 
adaptation of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. 
Fulford Hall. Opening 
night. 7 p.m.

Dave Carl Band.
Live at the Legion. 8 
p.m.

Wannabeatles.
Evening of Beatles 
music at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

Fri.  Dec. 13
  ACTIVITIES

ASK Salt Spring: 
Neighbours Help-
ing Neighbours Find 
Answers.
Open every Friday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Flower Shop, upstairs 
at Thrifty Foods. Special 
guests are available 
11a.m. to 1 p.m. This 
week’s special guest 
is CRD director Gary 
Holman.

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s list-
ing.

Sat.  Dec. 14
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Christmas With 
Scrooge.
The Newman Fam-
ily Productions classic 
adaptation of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. 
Fulford Hall. 7 p.m.

Salt Spring Singers: 
Sing With Joy!
Salt Spring Singers’ 
winter concert and 
singalong. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

The County Line.
Six-piece country band 
at the Legion. 8 p.m.

Buck Dodgers String-
band.
Old-time bluegrass 
music at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

Sat.  Dec. 14
  ACTIVITIES

Lions Santa Ship.
Annual visit by Santa 
Claus and entourage 
aboard the Victoria Star 
II from Bellingham. 
An international Lions 
Club project. Ganges 
Coast Guard dock. 6:30 
p.m. with hot chocolate 
available from 6:15 
p.m. Kids will then chat 
with Santa in Mouat’s 
Mall. 

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s list-
ing.

Sun.  Dec. 15
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Yuletide Square 
Dance.
With Buck Dodgers 
Stringband and Bar-
nacle Bex. 2 to 5 p.m.

Christmas With 
Scrooge.
The Newman Fam-
ily Productions classic 
adaptation of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. 
Fulford Hall. 2 p.m.

Salt Spring Singers: 
Sing With Joy!
Salt Spring Singers’ 
winter concert and 
singalong. ArtSpring. 
2:30 p.m.

Sun.  Dec. 15
  ACTIVITIES

Old Boys vs. Zgoda 
48s.
Men’s soccer at GISS. 
10:30 a.m.
 
Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Mon.  Dec. 16
  ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Tue.  Dec. 17
  ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee 
Community Meeting 
on the Regulation 
of the Production of 
Cannabis. 
Trust staff will provide 
info on proposed Bylaw 
518 at the Harbour 
House Hotel Crofton 
Room beginning at 
9:30 a.m., followed by 
a Q&A session. Town 
hall at noon onward. 

Tue.  Dec. 17
  ACTIVITIES

SS Local Trust Com-
mittee Temporary 
Use Permit Consider-
ations. 
LTC will consider issu-
ing a TUP for Forsyth 
Farms Gravel Mart 
on Jones Road, and 
for Commercial Guest 
Accommodation Unit 
at 262 Roland Road. 
Harbour House Hotel 
Crofton Room. 12 
noon. 

The Poetry of Winter-
time.
Led by Heather Martin, 
Star of the Sea Centre 
for Spiritual Living and 
Practice (St. Mary’s 
church in Fulford). 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Participa-
tion is by donation 
and registration is not 
required.

Trivia Tuesday.
At Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m.

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s list-
ing.

Wed.  Dec. 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Carols for Christmas-
tide.
Sing carols at All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 2 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees. 
See Saturday’s listing. 

Yoga Nidra. 
See last Wednesday’s 
listing.

Insight/Mindfulness 
Meditation.
See last Wednesday’s 
listing. 

Music Bingo.
Wednesdays with Tay-
lor at Moby’s Pub. 7:30 
to 10 p.m.

Tech Tutoring with 
Peter Freeman.
See last Wednesday’s 
listing.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  THE FRITZ CINEMA 

• Ford v Ferrari shows Friday, Dec. 13 to Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 
7 p.m. each night and an additional Sunday matinee at 3 p.m. 
Rated PG. 152 minutes. Two men battle to design a vehicle for 
Ford and compete in the race at Le Mans in 1966.
For more movie info go to www.thefritz.ca
 
  EXHIBITIONS

• Gallery 8’s 11th annual Christmas Exhibition of Small 
Works runs through Dec. 31. 
• The Venter Gallery holds an exhibition and sale of 
‘Small Gems’ by Deon and Kathy Venter.
• Wintercraft show and sale of work by is open at Mahon 
Hall daily until Dec. 22, along with the Artists From the 
Fringe show and sale of artworks. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Winter Solstice Gift Shop — a treasure trove 
of artful creations in stained glass, painting, mixed-media, 
textile, jewellery and ceramic — is open at Salt Spring 
Gallery through Dec. 28.
• Diana Hayes shows an exhibition of her photography 
at the Salt Spring Library Program Room through 
December.
• The Group of Six Photographers — Simon Henson, 
Larry Citra, Bruce McPhee, Kahsia Hartwell, Ross 
McLeod and Judy McPhee — exhibit at Fernwood Road 
Cafe through mid February. 
• League 181 painters present Warming Up the Season 
in the ArtSpring lobby through December. 
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see horoscope 
on page 15

STAY CONNECTED.
your local news, 
in print and online.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

Viva Chorale! 
Christmas Concert & Food Bank Fundraiser 

Friday, Dec. 20 • 7 p.m. 
All Saints By-the-Sea 

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com/events/

Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands 
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celebratingSENIORS
Video series about dementia caregivers 
receives international recognition

Newly 
acquainted 
Eileen and 
Joyce share 
piano keys 
and laughter. 

Life is 
joyful 
here.

Ask our residents:

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Helen, Glenn and Otis 
are happy to have 
all the comforts 
of home.

Life is 
relaxing
here.

Ask our residents:

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  l  250.656.8827  l    www.welcometopeninsula.ca

Shot on location at Peninsula at N
orgarden

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012  
Grace Point Square, 1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

778.353.3012

HOLIDAY
Hearing Aid Check
Book now! Appointments are limited.

We welcome new clients • Full audiology services

• Free Cleaning
• Free Performance Check
• Free Hearing Test

Home is Where the Heart is
Jane Owen (HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com

In-Home Assisted Living

Home is Where the Heart is
Jane Owen (HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947

s

An Island Health video series created for 
family caregivers of people with dementia 
disorders has received an international award.

Sharing the Journey: Practical Approaches to 
Caring for a Loved One With Dementia is an 
18-part video series for family caregivers that 
offers practical advice to help them respond to 
new challenges while maintaining meaningful 
and healthy relationships with their loved ones.

The 18-month project was developed by 
Island Health’s Distributed Multimedia Systems 
team in collaboration with family caregivers 
and experts in the field of dementia care. The 
series was selected from more than 400 
entries to receive a silver award at the Health 
Information Resource Centre’s spring Digital 
Health Awards, which honours the world’s best 
digital health resources.

The video series reflects the lived experiences 
of caregivers who participated in the project. 

“Our hope is that these videos will help 
families who are navigating life with 
dementia. We’re very grateful to everyone 
who helped make this project a reality,” said 
Cheryl Damstetter, vice president of priority 
populations & initiatives for Island Health.  

The videos were designed to reflect the 
unique experiences and challenges experienced 
by family caregivers. 

“Many family caregivers have said providing 
a better quality of life for loved ones is the 
most important job in life. But there are unique 
stresses that go with caregiving that can have 
an impact on the wellbeing of the caregiver, 
and their capacity to continue over time,” said 
Sandra Somers, a retired seniors health nurse 
and clinical advisor to the project.

Each video segment is just a few minutes 
long and focuses on a specific topic, such 
as wandering, communicating with health-

care professionals, or self-care for caregivers. 
The segments include advice from health-care 
professionals, interviews with real-life caregivers and 
short scenarios performed by actors to demonstrate 
different responses.  The videos are free to watch on 
the Island Health website and YouTube channel.

INTERNATIONAL AID 

Solar cooker project connects communities
Some 450 stoves 
distributed in 15 years

BY JILL WILLMOTT
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

It was the summer of 2005 when 
Judy Jackson, at that time a docu-
mentary filmmaker who lived on 
Salt Spring, came to one of our Salt 
Spring Raging Grannies meetings 
to show us some of the pictures she 
had been taking in Lesotho, Africa. 

She then said, “The local high-
school students are twinning with 

students in Lesotho; how about 
you grandmothers twinning with 
some of the African grannies — 
and occasionally grandfathers — 
who are looking after their AIDS-
orphaned grandchildren?”And 
since the mandate for all Raging 
Grannies is to leave the world 
a better place for everybody’s 
grandchildren, we had a short dis-
cussion and said “yes,” and were 
put in touch with Carol Pritchard, 
the instigator and manager of the 
Lesotho Solar Cooker Project.

Traditionally, in most cultures 

the females look after the chil-
dren, and when the mothers die 
the grandmothers take over. In 
Lesotho, which has the third high-
est incidence of HIV/AIDS, fami-
lies are generally large and many 
grannies are left to feed, clothe, 
shelter and educate six to eight 
orphaned children. These older 
women are thus forced to spend 
many hours searching for and 
carrying home heavy bundles of 
firewood and dry animal-dung 
so they can cook at least one hot 
meal a day for their grandchil-

dren. A solar cooker can change 
this.

In a nutshell this project involves 
raising money to buy solar cookers 
in Johannesburg and then take 
them into Lesotho. Each year Carol 
and her assistants go to a different 
rural area, and after three sunny 
days of showing locally chosen 
grandparents how to use the sun-
stoves for cooking three of their 
main foodstuffs, the stoves and 
demonstration leftovers are given 
to the participants to take home 
and use for their families. 

This project has been going 
for 15 years now, and we south-
ern Gulf Islanders are its main 
supporters. I am proud to say 
that to-date we islanders have 
raised enough money for Carol 
to provide 450 sun-stoves and 
introduce this new way of cook-
ing hot meals to 15 different 
communities in Lesotho. I am 
glad to answer any further ques-
tions people may have about 
how to support the project: 250-
537-8343 or jillawillmott@gmail.
com.

Five years ago
• Salt Spring RCMP had 46 calls for service in one week, including 

a report of damage at Portlock Park’s main playing field. Over the 
weekend, one or more individuals operated dirt bikes at the park, 
causing damage to the turf used for organized sports.

Ten years ago
• A floatplane bound for the Lower Mainland crashed shortly after 

takeoff from Lyall Harbour on Saturna Island, killing six passengers and 
injuring two others.  The Seair flight had originated on Mayne Island 
and had also stopped on North Pender. The two survivors were taken 
to Victoria General Hospital immediately after rescue. Rescue teams 
were deployed in coordination with the Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre in Victoria. The wreckage was found at approximately 1 a.m. In 
the aftermath, a surge of reporters rushed to the island.

Twenty years ago
• Salt Spring RCMP had 46 calls for service in one week, including 

Driftwood reporter Tanya Lester’s car gave a new meaning to the term 
“window dressing” when it rolled down the hill and smashed into The 
Thrift Shop window. Lester’s friends at the island’s metaphysical shop, 
Treasured Spirit, where she reads teacups, saw the accident in a differ-
ent light. Many people were “crashing” as 1999 drew to a close before 
their lives shift into the New (Age) Millennium. Despite The Thrift Shop 
window’s plywood replacement, the store still picked up the Readers’ 
Choice award in the Driftwood’s annual Light-up decorating contest.

Thirty years ago
• The Motor Vessel Quinitsa had a reason for being late. The ferry left 

Fulford Harbour for a routine first sailing at 6:30 a.m., but as it entered 
Satellite Channel, someone spotted a partially submerged fish boat. 
Only the cabin and part of the fo’c’s’le showed above the water. Crew 
of the Quinitsa contacted Ganges Coast Guard about the situation and 
were asked to stand by to check on possible survivors. The Coast Guard 
was on the scene quickly and just as quickly determined that the vessel 
under scrutiny was merely a derelict that had floated off some beach. 

Forty years ago
• Development of the Warren Hastings property at Ganges into an 

English-style country hotel was being considered by the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee. It was revealed that the purchaser of the property was 
planning the switch to a resort. The main residence was an authentic 
reconstruction of a Sussex farmhouse. The owners also wanted to add one 
building and that on a high rocky ridge, trustees were told. Some agree-
ment would be needed with the B.C. Land Commission.  

Fifty years ago
• A small boat launching ramp found a home in Ganges. After years of 

negotiating for a location, the Chamber of Commerce announced federal 
approval for the location of a ramp adjacent to Centennial Park. The fed-
eral government required that the slope of the ramp be reduced to a 12 
per cent gradient. The ramp would be located on the left-hand side, or 
northern side of the gravelled parking area alongside Centennial Park. It 
would run about 50 feet out beyond high water mark, and would be 
about 100 feet long.

WHEN



BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE 
Book your classifi eds online - open 24 hours a day
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bcclassifi ed.com
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Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM  •  OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

PLACE AN AD:
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT: 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify:  Monday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS: 

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 

appear on-line at
www.bcclassifi ed.com

Auto ads also listed on line at 
www.bcautocentral.com

All ads are posted to BCClassifi ed.com

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS: 

3 line rate $16.75 - 
additional lines $1.00 ea

DISPLAY ADS: 

$14.00 per col. inch

Classifi edsClassifi eds
DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
250-537-2613

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: 

Word ad deadline: 
Too Late To Classify:  

WHAT IT COSTS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

Classifi eds 250-537-9933
YOUR AD ON-LINE 

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 
EMPLOYMENT/

LEGAL ADS: 
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PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER.

In Memoriam

250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org

       
      Supported by

Looking for 
GRIEF 

SUPPORT?
Hospice offers 1-on-1 

and group help.
Call for info

250-537-2770

Gail Loretta Prior
It is with grateful hearts 

and lifelong memories that we 
remember the full and colourful 
life of our Gail, treasured wife 
of Ray, loving big sister to Carol 
(Lloyd) and Glenn (Marlaine), 
and special auntie to Lisa (Jamie), 
Melissa (Devin), Makayla, Kathy 
(James) and Taya. She was also a 
dear cousin and friend to many and 
a lover of all critters big and small. 

Born on February 25, 1940 
in Edmonton, Alberta, she went 
forth in true Gail style with 
her wine glass in hand, to explore new trails, and to 
reunite with her dad,  loved ones and beloved fur babies 
that were waiting for her, on December 7, 2019 in 
Penticton, BC. 

To know her was to love her and her humorous and 
vibrant personality. She was an accomplished author 
and writer, having been published and well respected 
in the writing community.  She loved animals and the 
earth, believing in the respect of them both. 

She was an exceptional cook and enjoyed 
entertaining and socializing with her many friends, 
neighbours, and family.

Salt Spring Island was her true home where nature, 
water, and the salty air renewed her soul. She always 
treasured her memories of happy times spent there 
at her little cottage on Weston Lake. Her second 
Salt Spring became Little Bear Lake in Northern 
Saskatchewan where she enjoyed many good times 
with Ray. 

Always unapologetically herself, she lived and 
left us on her own terms and for that we are forever 
grateful. She would not want to be remembered with 
sadness nor tears but remembered for her quick wit, 
take charge outlook on life, and fi erce independence.
She will be forever missed until we meet again. 

We wish to thank the incredible physicians and 
nursing staff at PRH for their compassion and care 
of our Gail. 

In lieu of fl owers we ask that you donate to the BC 
SPCA in Gail’s memory. http://support.spca.bc.ca/
site/TR/Memorial/General?px=2391613&pg=person
al&fr_id=2000

A celebration of life will be held in the spring of 
2020, details will follow at a later date.

Ray Simard
October 24, 1932 - December 9, 2019 

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing of our 
beloved patriarch, Ray Simard.

Husband, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, dispenser of 
wisdom, and corny jokes.

He wouldn’t give the shirt off 
his back, but he would give you 
advice (and maybe a job) on how 
to get your own.

He valued his solid 
relationships with family, friends, and community - 
you know who you are!

With gratitude to all the staff at Lady Minto 
Hospital, food services, house keeping, and our nurses, 
Ronda, Rose, Virginia, Sara, Mona, and Ben.

Service at St. Paul’s Catholic Church 11:00 am 
December 16th, 2019 reception follow at the legion 
Meaden Hall. Refreshment and snacks to be served.

j i

ObituariesObituaries

Valerie Anne Watt (nee James) 
                Aug. 27, 1928 - Nov. 22, 2019

 
It is with great sadness that we 

announce the passing of our dear 
mother, Valerie Anne Watt. She passed 
away peacefully on Salt Spring Island 
November 22nd in the presence of her 
loving family.  Born on Salt Spring Island, 
to Dorothy and Percival (Jack) James, she 
spent her early years on the family seed 
farm in Fernwood and in the Cowichan 
Valley. The family moved to West Vancouver 
and then to Kelowna where she finished 

high school and met her husband and love of her life, Don, with whom 
she shared 69 years of marriage. They started a family in Kelowna, later 
moving to Vancouver and finally Victoria to raise their children. Mom 
and Dad greatly enjoyed boating in the Gulf Islands aboard their boat 
Duna where many great friendships were established. Eventually, they 
moved back to Salt Spring Island to enjoy the retirement years.

Our mother was an extraordinary woman. Always elegant and well 
dressed, Mom was also an amazing cook and loved to entertain. She 
had boundless energy and an amazing zest for life. She could often 
be found in the garden tending to her beautiful creations. Valerie was 
completely devoted to her family and took great pleasure seeing how 
her family grew with grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was 
very involved in her community on Salt Spring Island and was active 
in the St. Marks’ Anglican Church Guild for many years.

Valerie is pre-deceased by her son Douglas, her sister Mary, her 
brothers-in-law Bill and Michael, sister-in-law Gay, and her son-in-
law Tom. She is survived by her husband Donald Watt, her children 
Chris (Kerry), Barbara, and Robert (Liz), grand children Shaun 
(Lindsay), Breanne (Mike), Michael (Mimi), Katherine, Emerson, 
Vienna and Geneva, and 11 great grandchildren. She is also survived 
by her sister Audrey Bennett and her brother-in-law Bill Hogg.

The funeral service will be held at 3:00 pm on December 14th at 
All Saints by-the-Sea Church on Salt Spring Island, to be followed by 
a reception and  tea. In lieu of flowers, please donate to the charity 
of your choice.

ObituariesObituaries

In Memoriam

Perhaps they are 
not stars in the 
sky, but rather 

openings where 
our loved ones

shine down to let 
us know they

are happy.

Coming Events

Legal Notices

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US 
Entry Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540. 

accesslegalmjf.com

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? Unem-
ployed? Need Money? We 
Lend! If you own your    own 
home - you  qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Business 
Opportunities

Computer Services

CALL BOB’S COMPUTER 
Service for 

troubleshooting, software & 
networking support.  
We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or 

cell 250-538-7017. 
Please back-up 

your important data now!

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
position available immediately

We are looking for an Administrative Assistant 
with a positive attitude who enjoys working in 
a team environment. This position requires a 
multitalented individual with a good sense of 
humour that enjoys working in a fast-paced setting.  

The successful candidate will be a team player 
that is flexible and willing to do whatever needs to 
be done.
Responsibilities include:

•   Answering switchboard and redirecting calls as required;
•   Front desk service and general office support including data 

entry;
•   Paper delivery to dealers;
•   Maintaining office equipment and ordering supplies for staff;
•   Organizing and maintaining filing system;
•   Assisting the Publisher in compilation of reports and 

maintaining databases;
•   Payroll, Accounts Payable/Receivable;
•   Office month end reports, including reconciliation;
•   Other duties assigned by Office Manager or Publisher.

RequiRements:
•   Professional telephone manner;
•   Excellent communication skills;
•   Understanding of accounting principles;
•   Ability to multi-task and work within deadlines;
•   Excellent organizational skills;
•   Accuracy and attention to details;
•   Ability to take initiative and be helpful to all staff and 

customers;
•   Good working knowledge of Excel, Word and PowerPoint;
•   Knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite an asset.

Please forward resumes to: 
Amber Ogilvie
aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Concrete & Placing

Drafting & Design

Building Supplies

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008. 
Built with concrete posts. 

Barns, shops, riding arenas, 
machine sheds and more. 

Adam.s@integrity 
built.com. 

1-250-351-5374.

STEEL BUILDING CLEAR-
ANCE ... “FALL BLOWOUT 

- PRICED TO CLEAR!” 
20X25 $6,687. 25X29 
$7,459. 28X29 $8,196. 
30X35 $9840. 32X37 

$9,898. One End Wall In-
cluded. Pioneer Steel 

1-855-212-7036
www.pioneersteel.ca

PARCS AND 
RECREATION 

GUIDE
 

YOUR WINTER GUIDE 
TO ACTIVITIES 

AVAILABLE 
NOW
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SALT 
SPRING St�r  

of the WEEK 
Gordon Lee

Gordon Lee, AKA The Tree 
Guy, proved the power of 
the people still exists when 
he took to the streets of 
Ganges to distribute elector 
response forms to protest the 
CRD’s proposed Bylaw 4325. 
Lee said he wasn’t opposed 
to the safety service concept 
but was against the use of an 
alternative approval process 
to get the bylaw passed. Lee is 
a member of a pioneering Salt 
Spring family and works on 
BC Ferries in addition to doing 
tree work and volunteering in 
the community. 

Where can this be found on Salt 
Spring? Send your answer to news@
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or watch for 
the image on our Facebook page. 

Last Week’s Answer: James Wood 
was the fi rst to guess the correct spot 
as the Centennial Wharf parking lot 
entrance.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Your mood and attitude have 
become much soberer and your 
attitude serious, as if suddenly. 
This synchronicity is due to Jupiter 
entering Capricorn. Positively, 
inspirations for adventure will be 
directed towards productivity. 
You could get a lot done with this 
in� uence. You will also feel included 
to take a few risks to expand your 
position, albeit calculated ones.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
Your philosophy of life tends to be 
more grounded and tangible than 
that of many others. Less talk and 
more action with an emphasis on 
results speak to you the loudest. 
This theme will prove extra strong 
with Jupiter Capricorn. The twist 
is that you will take revolutionary 
action or at least measures that can 
be described as original to ful� ll your 
ambitions.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
That cycle of deep transformation 
that has been underway, has entered 
into a whole new phase. This will 
accelerate the � ow and like a river 
with more slope and narrows, may 
produce rapids. Positively, you will 
rise to meet the challenge and this 
could even result in a rejuvenation 
process. Still, you have work to do.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
You have entered an expansive cycle. 
This will lead you to push harder 
to get results. These are linked to 
relationships in general, but to your 
public and professional life more 
speci� cally. In simple terms, you 
want more power and authority. If 
circumstances or other key players 
are not supportive of this objective, 
you could get pushy, ever aggressive. 
Exercise grace despite the pressure.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
You are readier than you have been 
for a while to get down to business. 
You will push harder for practical 
results than previously. Your daily 
routine stands to become more 
disciplined. At worst, you will not act 
on the cues to be more organized and 
focused and this could cascade into 
worry and anxiety. Set clear goals 
and get to work!
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Your power potential has been rising 
steadily. A creative boost of energy 
and focus is now coming to the fore. 
Ironically, tending to more than one 
project might prove better than 
not. However, you will still have to 
safeguard from getting scattered 
with your focus. If altruism has not 
spurred you into action this year, 
ambition will now.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Recent turns and events have 
produced circumstances that are 
helping you feel more con� dent. 
Yet, you will still want to be that 
much more organized to meet the 
inevitable challenge that will come 
with wanting to act on this boost. 
This is true especially close to home. 
Perhaps creating a home o�  ce or 
studio or lab space will satisfy your 
need for order.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
If you have wanted to be busier, then 
you are in luck. Jupiter in Capricorn 
will serve to increase the � ow. The 
biggest challenge stands to be your 
ability to focus on one thing at a 
time. This will activate your creative 
leadership. As well, circumstances 
will emerge to support you to be 
more imaginative. Focus on creating 
beautiful works for the best results.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Jupiter is your ruling planet and with 
it in Capricorn, you will become more 
sober and serious regarding practical 
a� airs. Your health is among these. 
This could manifest as establishing a 
new health routine. Yet, it could also 
be directed to getting more involved, 
perhaps with a new business venture. 
Either way, your ambitions are rising, 
quickly now.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Jupiter in your sign is an indication 
that you are ready to broaden your 
overall scope of expression. This 
will synchronize with increasing 
your exposure and network. Taking 
new approaches and exploring new 
possibilities is featured. However you 
do it, you want more. The main thing 
to be aware of is that this expansion 
could a� ect your waistline too.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
You have entered a time when 
circumstances will push you to draw 
deeper from both your reserves of 
talent and of faith. Positively, you 
could realize some of your dreams 
with this in� uence and become 
better at what you do too. Necessity 
will play a role and so too will 
the prospect of opportunity and 
progress.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
An increase in your outreach and 
scope of contact with new friends, 
groups, and associations, in general, 
has come forward as a whole new 
theme in your life.  Some of these 
may well be with family members 
or old friends and/or their friends. 
Keeping it warm is featured. Yet, it 
could also manifest as opening up 
to whole new professional networks, 
as well.

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
www.sunstarastrology.com   |   sunstarastrology@gmail.com

THIS WEEK’S  by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE

Christmas Season
ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Please note the Gulf Islands Driftwood o�  ce 
will be closed on Wednesday Dec 25.

Please note the Gulf Islands Driftwood o�  ce 
will be closed on Wednesday Jan. 1.

 Open for usual business hours on Thursday Jan. 2.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES FOR THE 
DEC. 24 PAPER:

Display Advertising Deadline:  Dec 16, 4pm
Classi� ed Display Deadline:  Dec 16, 4pm 
Classi� ed Word Deadline:  Dec 16, 4pm

ADVERTISING DEADLINES FOR THE 
DEC. 31 PAPER:

Display Advertising Deadline:  Dec 23, noon
Classi� ed Display Deadline:  Dec 23, noon 
Classi� ed Word Deadline:  Dec 23, noon

G U L F  I S L A N D S

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THECONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE

BEST OVERALL: 
FIRST PLACE, Love My Kitchen 

SECOND PLACE, Ganges Fire Hall

BEST USE OF LIGHTS: 
FIRST PLACE, Salt Spring Inn 

SECOND PLACE, Rotary Marine Park

G U L F  I S L A N D S

MOST CREATIVE: 
FIRST PLACE, 

Salt Spring Gallery
SECOND PLACE, 

Cedar Mountain Studios 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD: 
SEND YOUR VOTE TO: 

NEWS@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

DIGGING IN: Marking the groundbreaking of the Croftonbrook affordable 
housing project expansion on Monday are, from left, CRD director Gary Holman, 
IWAV chair Susan Dann, IWAV executive director Kisae Petersen, Nanaimo MLA 
Sheila Malcolmson, Saanich North and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen, and housing 
consultant Janis Gauthier.

CHRISTMAS

20th annual
Xmas dinner
served up
All welcome on Dec. 25 

The Salt Spring United Church is spon-
soring the 20th Annual Christmas Day Din-
ner at noon at Meaden Hall, and wants 
the community to know that everyone is 
welcome on Dec. 25. 

The tradition continues with the help 
of many generous and faithful local busi-
nesses and individual volunteers. 

“From fi nancial and food donors to dec-
orators and ‘preppers’ on Christmas Eve, 
to cooks, greeters, servers and the clean-
up crew — all work together to create this 
seasonal miracle and more importantly 
to make it ‘feel just like Christmas,’” the 
organizers explain.  

The feast includes home-cooked turkey 
with all the trimmings, salmon, ham and 
vegetarian lasagna for the main dish, 
served with many vegetables and topped 
off with goodies and fruit for dessert, 
plus a variety of beverages. A decorated 
Meaden Hall is truly festive, with long 
tables to make it easy to sit with friends, 
to meet and mingle (or not), and to enjoy 
music and carolers. 

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. with music. 
Food service begins at 12 noon and cel-
ebrations continue until 2 p.m. 

For more information, leave a message at 
the United Church offi ce at 250-537-5812. 

Seen in the community . . . .

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

IN TUNE: A few members of the Calliope women’s choir sing at the Transitions 
thrift shop’s 22nd-anniversary party last Tuesday. From left are Sharyn Carroll, 
Maria Robins, Laura Ann, Silvia Graber, Jaime Fry and Darlene Gage. The music 
was followed by chocolate cake and hot apple cider.
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nchadwick@ 
islandstrust.bc.ca

Thursday, South Pender
Island Fire Hall

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
PUBLIC HEARING 

Bylaw 117   

LUB Amendment for 

Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVRs)
 

What is the bylaw about?

Anyone affected by 
the proposed 
bylaws 

How do I get more information?
A copy of the bylaw and other information is available at the Islands Trust Victoria office 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays, November 9 to  
December 12, 2019.  Or visit:  

Send by 4:30 p.m., December 12, 2019  to:
• Islands Trust, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC  V8R 1H8 or
• Email: vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca, or
• In person at the Public Hearing

250-405-5189

Enquires?

Have
Your
Say 

Written submissions?

Who should attend?

Proposed  Bylaw 117 amends regulations in the South Pender 
Island Land Use Bylaw (LUB) to prohibit the operation of STVRs as 
a principal (outright) use in all zones except commercial resort.  The 
bylaw does not impact legal existing operations.  

December 16, 
2019
Public Hearing  
@ 10:30 a.m. 

Narissa Chadwick,      
Island Planner 8961 Gowland 

Point Road, 
South Pender 
Island

www.islandstrust.bc.ca/spender/STVR-project/ 

Note:  All submissions received become part of the public record

South Pender PH Bylaw 117: 
Publication dates - December 4th & December 11th

5x6.5

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

NOV/DEC 2019 HNP Z+8

DAY        TIME           METRES      FEET DAY        TIME           METRES      FEET

248 Upper Ganges Road  •  Monday - Friday 9am-5pm 
250-931-4020  •  www.midislemarine.com

Full Service Marine & 
Equipment Repairs

  Day   Time   Day   Time   Day   Time  Metres   Feet   Metres   Feet   Metres   Feet  jour   heure   jour   heure   jour   heure  mètres pieds   mètres pieds   mètres pieds
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MEN’S SOCCER

Shaw wins Frances Kelsey battle
Mai back after years away 

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Old Boys continue to have diffi culty fi eld-
ing a full complement for both home and 
away games, as witnessed by the fact that 
management had to leave the luxurious 
team bus in the garage for lack of numbers.  

Even the blandishment of a “Last chance 
to bond on the Quinitsa! note” from man-
ager Graham Tweddle was not suffi cient to 
entice more than eight players for the game, 
or should it be “battle,” with long-time rivals 
Cowichan Classics.  

There was the Second Battle of Thermo-
pylae in 191 BC between the Roman army 
of Manius Glabrio and King Antiochus III 
The Great, the Second Battle of Panipat in 
India 1556 between Hindu King of India and 
Akbar, the Second Battle of Bull Run 1862 
between the Confederate Forces of Lee and 
Union Army of Pope and McClellan, the 
many Second Battles of the Marne Ypres and 
Somme of WWI, but surely the Second, Third 
and even Fourth Battles of Frances Kelsey 
between Old Boys and Cowichan Classics is 
up there in the annals of history. Surely!

Nicholas Mai may not have been able to 
return to the Old Boys for last week’s game 
but arrived at Mill Bay with new cleats still 
showing the price tag. Obviously, Mai must 
have thought of returning the boots for a 

refund if his performance disappointed. He 
certainly earned suffi cient “brownie” points 
by providing a bag of chocolate chip cookies, 
ensuring a favourable report in the Drift-
wood by this reporter.

In an attempt to reduce the chance of fur-
ther injuries, Tweddle had mandated an early 
ferry so that all could warm up with a routine 
especially tailored to ensure the team was 
at peak fi tness at game start. I can hear the 
chuckles of regular readers at this preposter-
ous statement. Old Boys warm up?! Most of 
the team have survived because of a lack of 
a warm-up!

With the Classics volunteering Pat and 
Harvey, Old Boys kicked off with a sugges-
tion that they might park the bus for most 
of the game in a truly defensive mode à la 
Mourinho, but being Old Boys soon showed 
their usual attitude to team orders by ignor-
ing them three minutes into the game. The 
warm-up worked as Old Boys unexpectedly 
caught the home team on their heels and 
had several opportunities to advance on 
goal.  

Scott Howe, cool in defence and advanc-
ing play upfi eld, was an indication that Old 
Boys were confi dent of taking an attacking 
position.

Then tragedy! Against the run of play, 
Cowichan were gifted an opportunity to 
capitalize on a rare Richard Steel mis-hit 
where he was left stranded as the opponent 
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PLASTIC BAGS
Plastic bags are the fifth most commonly 
found plastic debris in beach cleanups in 
Canada and worldwide. They easily blow out 
of landfills and into waterways and also litter 
the landscape in many countries.

What you can do: 
To significantly reduce the use and demand 
for plastic bags, always bring along your 
own reusable carrying bag for any type 
of shopping. And for produce and bulk 
food shopping, purchase and use instead, 
reusable produce and bulk bags. They are 
readily available online and in many stores.
Furthermore, you can always clean and reuse 
plastic bags you already have for grocery 
and bulk shopping.  
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 Elimination 
 and Recycling

Paul supports this     
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______________

took full advantage to lift the shot 
over Steel’s head for the fi rst goal. Oh 
no! How would the Old Boys react? 
Newly returned Mai after 20 years 
in the wilderness must have thought 
old habits never change. A period of 
chaos ensued and Cowichan player 
Dan “Robben” lifted a shot into the 
box that had Steel in conniptions.  

Gradually, captain Tweddle 
restored order and Mai soon shed the 
rust of 20 years and found his touch 
to make contributions in the mid-
fi eld. Mark Aston and Mike McCor-
mick, making use of opportunities 
from Donny Brown, Pat and Harvey, 
began to exert pressure on Cowichan.  

McCormick had in the warm-up 
been aiming for the bottom left of the 
net. Obviously the Cowichan keeper 
had not been observant because he 
dove to his left and McCormick calmly 
equalized 1-1.  

Not to be outdone, an opportu-
nity arose for McCormick to capitalize 
on an uncertainty in the Cowichan 
defence and he put the Old Boys up 
2-1 just before the half-time whistle.  

But Cowichan’s Sammy was deter-
mined to change the storyline and 
with a fi ne cross-fi eld pass from Rob-
ben took a shot from 25 yards that as 
soon as it left his body you could tell 
Steel was in trouble. It started one 
way and then swirled to pass Steel 
without a chance in Hades of stop-
ping it. A 2-2 tie. All to play for!

Dennis Shaw, now showing signs 
of distress, changed shirts with Steel. 
It worked last week, why not now?  

Back and forth breakaways 
occurred at each end as stamina 
ebbed. After giving away a sitter to 
Robben, Shaw watched as the striker 
missed the open net completely. Min-
utes later in a one-on-one with Rob-
ben he managed what had to be the 
TSN Turning Point in the game when 
he made a double save that was the 
highlight of the second half. 

Cooler talk was positive with opin-
ion that travelling on the Queen of 
Slumberland and the Bowen Queen 
contribute greatly to the well-being 
of the team. This newfound concern 
by the BC Ferry Corporation for the 
needs of the Old Boys was welcomed. 
My only concerns relate to the fact 
that without fail on both Queens I 
have been parked at the elevator 
entrance or the washrooms. Methinks 
an electronic device been placed on 
the vehicle. The Deep State is still at 
work! Thanks, BC Ferries!

The ferry was relatively calm and 
relaxed with the team nursing bruis-
es and bumps, so little, if anything, 
was made of the turf fi eld debate, 
CRD Bylaw 4325 or the upcoming 
U.K. election and, of course, Old Boys 
have refused to name what many still 
trump as a success.  

Boosted by Sunday’s effort, which 
saw them leave the fi eld bloodied 
but not bowed, the Old Boys will face 
Zgoda 48s at Fortress GISS on Sunday, 
Dec. 15 at 10:30 a.m. Come out and 
support your team. Your team needs 
you! 
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