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PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

A Salish Sea Industrial Services crew gets set up in Burgoyne Bay in advance of a Transport Canada-funded clean-up operation last Wednesday. 

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The first of the derelict vessels in Bur-
goyne Bay and Fulford Harbour have been 
removed, thanks to funding from Transport 
Canada. 

Vessels were salvaged as part of an opera-
tion spearheaded by the Dead Boats Society. 
The salvage operation began on Nov. 14 and 
was estimated to last up to 10 days. How-
ever, society leader John Roe said that work 
would continue until the job was fi nished. 

The project is funded through Transport 
Canada’s Abandoned Boats Program. In 
September, Transport Canada announced 
funding for three recipients in B.C., includ-
ing Salish Sea Industrial Services in Victoria, 
the company that has provided the barge 
and crane for the project. They received 
$19,685 from the government, according to 
a press release. 

Projects that have received funding for 
the 2018/2019 fiscal year have not been 
offi cially announced by the department, but 
the Dead Boats Society used a recent period 
of calm weather to remove some boats 
before winter. 

“It was one of those things that we had 
to get done. The funds were granted and 
it was either we do it now or not until next 
year in May or June,” said Roe. “With the 
size and type of equipment that we have 
and the expertise . . . We had a 10-day win-
dow and everyone came up from Victoria. 
We’re hard at it and we’re not stopping 
until we’re done.”

The crews did not remove all of the ves-
sels around the island. Target vessels were 
an 85-foot barge in Burgoyne Bay and a 
65-foot landing craft in Fulford Harbour. 
The Fulford job was scheduled to take place 
on Tuesday. 

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s a good bunch of 
guys and we’re doing it right. We’re getting 
them all done at once and we’ll be back for 
more next year,” Roe said. 

After removal, samples are taken from the 
derelicts and sent off to be processed. Mate-
rials are separated into three categories, 
which are disposed of accordingly. 

“It’s an intricate process,” Roe said. “We 
look for heavy metals, zinc, copper, lead, 
mercury. They have to be separated out 
into three separate piles: special waste, 

contaminated waste and general garbage. 
Contaminated waste and general garbage 
can go to the dump, and special waste goes 
to a landfi ll in Alberta to be burned.”

The Dead Boats Society will continue 
building an inventory of derelict vessels for 
future removals. Those looking to get rid 
of old boats are encouraged to contact the 
society.

“We’d rather get the boats donated. By 
the time we do all of the paperwork and 
everything else, if we fi nd one that’s aban-
doned and it’s afl oat it takes months to get 
processed,” he said. “If people want to get 
rid of them, then no questions asked. As 
long as they can show some sort of title, 
we’ll take them off their hands and fi le for 
the title transfer. We’d rather do it before 
they sink. “

The Islands Trust is also compiling a list 
of abandoned vessels for agencies that are 
applying for funding through the Transport 
Canada program. The Abandoned Boats 
program is part of the federal govern-
ment’s Oceans Protection Plan. The program 
includes assessment and removal of the ves-
sels, as well as a public education program. 
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Full Service Marine & 
Equipment Repairs

Who makes a great POD & Neighbourhood Leader?
� Passionate about helping others  � Good Listener
� Enjoys talking to various people  � Team Player  
� Ability to help lead others  � Organized
� Interest in emergency preparedness

INTERESTED FOLKS ONLY NEED TO APPLY
Response is serious stuff.  We need the best we can get. These are - 

• Individuals who like to help others 
• Individuals who like to be part of a cohesive team
• Individuals who like to learn new skills

Join the program and help protect yourself and your neighbours.  
Contact Elizabeth 250-537-1220 or e-mail to 
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca for more information.

Call Emergency Support Services 
Director, 250-537-1220 
email: ssiepc@crd.bc.ca

Be part of the team!

Who makes a great POD & Neighbourhood Leader?

EMERGENCY
preparedness

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Be Prepared
Safety needs to 
be a priority
______________

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$98

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$98

labour action

Postal strike hits Salt Spring
Second time 
picketing for local 
union

BY marc kitteringham
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring’s Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers 
rural mail couriers went on 
strike on Thursday and Fri-
day.

The Ganges and Fulford 
post offices remained open, 
but mail was not delivered 
until after job action was 
halted at midnight on Fri-
day. 

Jessica Dempster, presi-
dent of CUPW Local 850 in 
Victoria, said, “Our goal is 
not to shut it down com-
pletely. Our beef isn’t with 
the public. We want to dis-
rupt the service and put 
pressure on Canada Post, 
but we want to still let the 
public know that this isn’t 
about taking away their 
mail service.”

Post office workers are 
part of a different bar-
gaining unit from couriers, 
and did not comment on 
the strike. A protocol was 
established to ensure that 
office workers are still able 
to carry out their duties, 
since they are not part of a 
legal strike action. 

Rural mail service couri-
ers were told to strike start-
ing at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
and told to continue until 
instructed otherwise. 

Negotiations for con-
tracts for urban carriers and 
rural and suburban workers 
are continuing. Dempster 
said that gains have been 
made for rural carriers, but 
those were through arbitra-
tion, not negotiation. 

On Wednesday, CUPW 
received a proposal for an 
agreement from Canada 
Post which included pay 
increases and a signing 
bonus for new employees. 
The proposal was time-sen-
sitive and expired at mid-
night on Saturday. Howev-
er, according to the CUPW 
website, the proposal was 
lacking when it comes to 
key issues. 

“We’ve been negotiat-
ing for a year and virtually 
no movement has been 
made,” Dempster said. “For 

[rural and suburban mail 
carriers] in particular, this 
job action is very impor-
tant. They currently get 
paid significantly less than 
their urban counterparts. 
They don’t get paid for all 
of the hours that they work 
. . . That’s really the big issue 
for carriers on Salt Spring 
Island for sure, just getting 
them up to equality with 
their urban counterparts.”

Canada Post wrote in a 
press release that they have 
been “working hard to min-
imize the service impact to 
Canadians, but the union’s 
strikes continue to cause 
unprecedented backlogs in 
our delivery network.”

This is the second time 
that Salt Spring postal work-
ers have gone on strike this 
year. They were among the 
first group called to strike 
on Oct. 22. The strike lasted 
one day before service was 
restored. 

“We want to continue 
to provide the service, it’s 
just that we’re at point with 
the negotiations with the 
corporation where we’ve 
tried everything . . . . medi-
ation, conciliation . . . all 
of those things have been 
tried. Nothing’s working. 
That’s why we’re doing the 

rotating strikes,” Dempster 
said. “It’s just coming to a 
point where we need them 
to make some changes.”

An update from Canada 
Post on Monday said that 
it is unlikely that the situa-
tion will be resolved for the 
foreseeable future, includ-
ing through the holiday 
season and into the new 
year. CUPW called on Cana-
da Post to return to the bar-
gaining table to negotiate 
a settlement on Monday, 
rejecting Canada Post’s pro-
posed “cooling-off” period 
through the holiday sea-
son. The period would be 
followed by binding arbi-
tration if a solution is not 
found by Jan. 31. 

“With all efforts exhaust-
ed to restore operations 
while the labour dispute 
continues, Canada Post is 
advising commercial cus-
tomers and Canadians that 
mail and parcels in or enter-
ing its network will have 
long and unpredictable 
delays before being deliv-
ered,” the Canada Post 
notice read.

The postal strike also has 
the potential to affect the 
electoral reform referen-
dum, as the primary instruc-
tions on the ballots are to 
mail them in to Elections 
BC. Though the referendum 
does not end until Nov. 30, 
delivery of completed bal-
lots may be slowed due to 
backlogs in the Canada Post 
system. 

Rebecca Penz, a spokes-
person for Elections BC, 
explained that “if there’s a 
mail stoppage that is going 
to impact people’s ability to 
participate in the referen-
dum then we would extend 
deadlines and we would 
communicate that with the 
public.” 

Bal lots  can a l so  be 
dropped off at the Service 
BC office in Ganges at 343 
Lower Ganges Rd. to be sent 
by courier to Elections BC.

Photo by marc kitteringham

Salt Spring mail couriers on strike Thursday as part of CUPW’s nationwide rolling labour action. 
From left are Dana Fewings, Sandra Charge, Kerry Marshall, Kat Greene and Jaysun O’Scalleigh.

“We’ve been 

negotiating for a 

year and virtually 

no movement has 

been made.” 

jessica dempster
President, CUPW 

Local 850
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News 
briefs
Beitel friends
say farewell

Bert Beitel, who is well 
known in the community for 
his time as branch manager of 
CIBC in Ganges, among other 
activities, is inviting people 
who have known him on the 
island in the past 40 years 
to attend a “farewell tour” 
event this Saturday, Nov. 24. 

“Unfortunately, with get-
ting older comes the real-
ity that we all have limited 
time on this Earth and Bert 
wishes to spend time with 
those while he still can,” 
explains his granddaughter 
Danielle Head, who is orga-
nizing the event. “Over the 
past few years, his health has 
declined and he has decided 
to celebrate with everyone 
now rather than let everyone 
party without him later.”

People wanting to attend 
the event at the Beitel home 
from 1 to 4 p.m. must RSVP 
through www.eventbrite.ca 
(search for “Bert Beitel’s Fare-
well Tour”) or email Head at 
dhead@islandsavings.ca. 

Health 
society has 
AGM

The Salt Spring Commu-
nity Health Society held its 
inaugural AGM as an incorpo-
rated society on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14.

In the nine months since 
its inception, the society has 
researched primary and com-
munity health centres that 
already exist on other South-
ern Gulf Islands, in coastal 
and rural B.C. communities 
and beyond. The society has 
also become a member of 
a number of organizations, 
such as the B.C. and Canadian 
Associations of Community 
Health Centres and the B.C. 
Rural Health Network.

Islanders can learn more 
about the society and what 
they’re trying to accomplish 
through their website, www.
saltspringcommunityhealth.ca. 
Residents who have questions 
or would like to include their 
voices in the ongoing discus-
sion can email info@saltspring-
communityhealth.ca.
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Viva
Chorale!

ALL SAINTS 
BY-THE-SEA

SATURDAY, NOV 24, 7:30 PM & 
SUNDAY, NOV 25, 2:00 PM

TICKETS @ APPLE PHOTO OR AT THE DOOR
ADULTS $20—YOUTH (16 OR UNDER) $5

ACCOMPANIST
DIANA ENGLISH

featuring
SALT SPRING STRING QUARTET    
DEBORAH SMITH, STRING BASS

ART DONATION

Brownridge creates Humboldt art
Saskatchewan team recognized 
as ‘Heart of Hockey’

Salt Spring artist Bill Brownridge presented 
an original painting to the Humboldt Bron-
cos hockey organization earlier this month as 
a memorial tribute.

The gift is a symbol of the artist’s empathy 
for the community’s loss and his hope for 
renewal after the team’s tragic bus crash on 
April 6. The crash killed 16 people associated 
with the Broncos, including many youth play-
ers, their coaches and other team supporters 
who were on their way to a semi-final playoff 
game against the Nipawin Hawks. 

According to a press release, Brownridge 
views the Humboldt community “as repre-
sentative of all that is good in the game of 
hockey, in particular that hope and strength 
through camaraderie can overcome the most 
difficult obstacles.” For this reason, he titled 
the six-foot painting Humboldt, Heart of 
Hockey.

Brownridge has published three best-sell-
ing children’s books about hockey. His art-
work can be found in galleries across Canada 
from Toronto to Victoria. It has been exhib-
ited in the Glenbow Museum in Calgary 
and the National Museum of Science and 
Technology in Ottawa, and can be found 
in the U.S. Olympic Centre in Colorado and 
Toronto’s Hockey Hall of Fame. In the 1995 
Brownridge re-designed the game uniforms 
for the NHL Calgary Flames. 

Brownridge was born and raised in Sas-
katchewan, not that far from Humboldt. 

“Growing up in a small prairie village in 
the 1930s, Brownridge is very familiar with 
the challenges of loss, pain and hopeless-
ness. The artist suffered physical handicaps 
throughout his childhood and then, as a 
teen, lost his leg due to improper medical 
care. Instead of wallowing in bitterness and 
self-pity, he struggled to find a way to cope,” 
the press release explains.

“Initially, his strong family ties helped 
him to carry on. Later, as a young boy, he 
joined the local hockey community and drew 
inspiration and hope from that, even if he 
couldn’t skate and had to wear moccasins to 
play goal.” 

Ultimately art offered another community 
from which Brownridge drew strength. He cel-
ebrated his 86th birthday last month and has 
enjoyed a career as a professional artist that 
has spanned more than six decades.

Presentation of the painting took place in an 
on-ice ceremony just prior to the hockey game 
face-off between the Humboldt Broncos and 
the Nipawin Hawks on Saturday, Nov. 3. 

The Broncos team organization received 
not only the painting from Brownridge, but 
the copyright as well. If they choose, they can 
make prints from the original and market 
them to raise funding. Brownridge hopes the 
original painting will find a new permanent 
home in Humboldt’s Elgar Peterson Arena.

Brownridge lived on Salt Spring for six years 
until being forced to move to Victoria this sum-
mer to continue his kidney dialysis.
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1-877-490-5593  •  106 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
mouatsclothing.com 

Stay connected to our Facebook page for new product announcements.

No need to go off island for 
black Friday! 

20% 
store wide sale 

with additional savings to be had. 

Shop local This Weekend Nov 23, 24, 25.

off

Photo by D. BROWNRIDGE

Salt Spring artist Bill Brownridge is flanked by Humboldt Broncos hockey organization 
president Jamie Brockman, left, and two Broncos team members who unveiled Brownridge’s 
memorial tribute original painting on Nov. 3 in an on-ice presentation prior to a Bronco vs. 
Nipawin hockey game.
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Centennial Park Upgrades - Phase 1

addition of a single stall unisex washroom. The new 

washroom will be plumbed with low flush-

skylights and be fully accessible.

footprint as the current washroom but with the

The new facility will occupy roughly the same

toilets, waterless urinal, energy efficient lighting, 

The CRD is building a new washroom and

installing storm water drainage at Centennial Park.

Please use caution around crews and
equipment. There will be noise and dust
in these areas during construction.

Estimated timing: November to May 2019

Please use the portable toilets at site during construction

For more information and to subscribe for project updates:    http://www.crd.bc.ca/ssi-upgrades

250.537.4448   ssiparc@crd.bc.ca   facebook.com/ssiparc

Capital Regional District  Salt Spring Island Parks and Recreation (PARC)

Washroom2019rev1

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 17:59:30

toilets, waterless urinals, energy efficient lighting,

Please use the portable toilets on site during construction

PARC 

Centennial Park upgrade plan gets underway
Washroom 
replacement to 
be followed by 
playground

BY Marc kitteringham
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Centennial Park upgrades 
are underway, beginning with 
replacement of the aged wash-
room facilities and park drainage 
system. 

The washroom building was 
closed earlier this week, and por-
table toilets have been set up in 
the park. Demolition is scheduled 
for the coming weeks. The Capi-
tal Regional District hopes that 
construction will be complete by 
the spring, and a tentative dead-
line of May 2019 has been set. 

Dan Ovington, CRD parks and 
recreations manager for Salt 
Spring, said that the project will 
also include an upgrade to the 
drainage system which will ben-
efit other projects planned for 
the park. 

“The goal isn’t just to go in 
and demolish the park. We’re 
looking at replacing infrastruc-
ture only after it fails or becomes 
close to its useful end of life,” 
he said. 

The washrooms were origi-
nally built in the 1980s and use 

heavy-flow toilets that are prone 
to failure. A new facility design 
was approved by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission in Janu-
ary and features environmen-
tally friendly fixtures and toi-
lets, as well as a gender-neutral 
stall. Crews salvaged any useable 
items from inside the washroom, 
such as the hot water heater and 
towel dispensers before demoli-
tion. 

Construction has been delayed 
through coordination with other 
agencies on the island, pushing 
the deadline later in the year 

than originally planned. At Mon-
day night’s PARC meeting, com-
missioner Brian Webster was 
concerned about having a con-
struction site in the middle of the 
park during the market. 

“I understand that things hap-
pen, but this is the very first step 
in the plan and it’s the one and 
only element that had no crit-
ics, except on the cost. This was 
the win,” Webster said in the 
meeting. “If it ends up that the 
timeline is into May, our credibil-
ity with the community for the 
playground part, let alone the 

other parts that are more contro-
versial, is going to be lost.”

Though the project timeline 
puts its completion after the 
beginning of the Saturday mar-
ket season, staff does not expect 
much disruption. The timeline 
allows for some flexibility and 
PARC will be pushing to have the 
project completed before the 
busy season.

“It is going to be slower at the 
market at that time of year, so I 
think if we have adequate porta-
potties on site it should be fine,” 
Ovington said. “The goal is to 
have the washroom completed 
before the May long weekend 
when things really ramp up.”

Karla Campbell, senior man-
ager for the CRD on Salt Spring, 
added in the meeting that if the 
project takes longer, “It might 
be an inconvenience that we’re 
going to have to live with, and 
that might come with some criti-
cism, but that comes with man-
aging these projects sometimes.”

The second phase of the park 
upgrades has also begun, as 
PARC approved the project char-
ter for the playground replace-
ment, with the intention that 
the timeline remains flexible. To 
help pay for the project, the Salt 
Spring Lions Club agreed to con-
tribute up to $100,000, which 
brings the project budget up to 
$200,000 total. 

“The thing that’ll take most 
of the time will be the consulta-
tion. We want to talk to kids, 
different caregivers that use the 
playground and the parks and 
do a pop-up [consultation] down 
there as well to get some more 
feedback, and then go from 
there,” Ovington said.

Commissioners were con-
cerned about the prospect of 
having a construction site in the 
park over the summer, particu-
larly since the bathroom project 
has the potential to run over 
its deadline. They discussed 
pushing the construction start 
date ahead to November 2019. 
Since the playground is near the 
bathroom construction site, and 
due to the fact that the current 
structure is in disrepair, Oving-
ton explained in the meeting 
that if construction is pushed 
to later in the year, parts of 
the playground will have to be 
removed in the spring regard-
less of the timeline.

“The playground is in pretty 
rough shape,” Ovington said. 
“We’re looking at having to 
essentially remove the play-
ground, so we need to have a 
plan for replacement.”

The rocking horse, which has 
been part of the playground 
since it was built in 1967, will 
be incorporated into the new 
design. 

Photo by marc kitteringham

Porta-potties set up in Centennial Park. The washroom building is now 
closed and awaiting demolition before being replaced by a new facility and 
an upgraded drainage system this winter and spring.
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NOTICE
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL 

TRUST COMMITTEE
NP-TUP-2018.7

NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee 
will be considering a resolution allowing for the issuance of a Temporary 
Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The 
proposed permit would apply to Lot 3, Section 6, Pender Island, Cowichan 
District, Plan 23332 (PID: 003-083-446).  This property is located at 7938 
Swanson View Drive.

The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit:

a)  A Short Term Vacation Rental within the Dwelling Unit.

The establishment of these uses would be subject to the conditions 
specified in the permit.  The permit would be issued for three years and the 
owner may apply to the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee to have 
it renewed once for an additional three years.

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following 
sketch:

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 
200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8, between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, 
commencing, November 16, 2018 and up to and including November 28, 2018.

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Planner Phil Testemale at 
(250) 405-5170, for Toll Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In 
Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by fax (250) 
405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca, before 4:30 p.m., 
November 28, 2018.  The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee may 
consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the 
regular business meeting starting at 10:00 AM., Thursday, November 29, 
2018, at the Anglican Church Hall on North Pender Island.

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments 
made in response to this notice will also be available for public 
review.                                                                                                  

 Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary
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Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 7th.  
Win a Salt Spring Books gift certificate
for a story of up to 500 words about 
Christmas or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in 
Kindergarten to   Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired 
teachers and librarians on quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in 
the Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written 
on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information,  250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 

participation level are eligible to win 
a donation of $100 made on behalf of 
the class to the charity of their choice! 

Write a story of 
500 words or less 
whose topic relates 
to Christmas or the 
Christmas season.

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.
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FIRE BOARD 

‘Solutions Centre’ pitched
Community Alliance 
partnership for
grant proposed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The Salt Spring Fire Protection 
District’s board of trustees will con-
sider whether to lend its support to 
an innovative proposal that would 
bring two community societies 
together on its downtown fire hall 
property.

As presented during the board’s 
regular business meeting on Mon-
day night, the partnership would 
unite the Salt Spring Fire Rescue 
Foundation  — a fundraising body 
for fire department needs — and 
the Salt Spring Community Alliance 
in an effort to go after a $100,000 
Shaw Family Grant.  

Foundation member Gayle Baker 
explained that if successful, much 
of the grant would go toward pur-
chasing a pre-fabricated building 
shell that would be put onto the 
Fulford fire hall property. The short-
term use of the shell would be to 
house the district’s two vintage fire 
trucks. The glassed-in room down-
town where the 1920s Bickle is 
now housed would therefore be 
available to become a “Solutions 
Centre” in which Community Alli-
ance volunteers would help with 
any kind of questions that island 
residents might be grappling with, 
from rent dispute mediation to 
local governance issues.

“I think that Salt Spring deserves 
something like what visitors 

get, which is somewhere to find 
answers to their questions,” Baker 
said. “At this point, nobody really 
knows where to go, who to talk to 
or how to get the answers.”

As proposed, the two antique 
trucks would be transferred to the 
new fire hall when it’s constructed. 
The building shell could then be 
renovated to become an afford-
able housing unit.

Trustees had many questions and 
some concerns about the proposal, 
including whether such a venture 
was a proper use of the Fire Rescue 
Foundation, what would happen 
if the district needed the Ganges 
fire hall space itself, and what the 
district would actually get from the 
deal. 

Trustee Rollie Cook observed 
there is a Service BC office in town 
already. Trustee MaryLynn Heth-
erington questioned the value of 
associating with the Community 
Alliance in particular when public 
opinion of the fire board has been 
low in recent years.

“What the fire district would get 
is a house on the Fulford [fire] hall 
site where paid-on-call firefighters 
could live. This would definitely be 
of benefit to the fire department,” 
Baker replied. 

She said the Alliance could oper-
ate under an agreement to leave 
the Ganges site when and if the dis-
trict needed it, and that the space 
would be available for new fire 
hall information materials. Work-
ing with the organization of 320 
members could bring additional 
benefits, including support for a 
future campaign to build a new 

hall. 
“This is a good community part-

nership that gives a lot to the fire 
district, along with good commu-
nity publicity,” Baker said. 

The board agreed to discuss the 
matter further at a breakfast meet-
ing on Thursday morning to decide 
whether they should write a letter 
of support for the grant applica-
tion. The deadline is submit is Nov. 
30.

“I support the concept and I sup-
port what we need to get there, 
but the clock is ticking,” trustee 
Ron Lindstrom observed.

In other business Monday night, 
the board looked forward to estab-
lishing its fire hall advisory group. 
The district will send out a request 
for proposals for the paid facili-
tator’s position. Lindstrom, who 
chairs the strategic planning com-
mittee, said this will be a robust 
leadership role and not just a com-
mittee chair.

The board has also invited mem-
bers of local government and other 
agencies to participate, and is seek-
ing seven qualified members of the 
public. Notices regarding applica-
tion will be sent out soon.

The board voted to direct Fire 
Chief Arjuna George to explore 
the possibility of selling two mini 
pumper trucks and replacing them 
with more usable off-road vehicles. 
One mini is reaching its 25-year 
lifespan while the other has proved 
unsuitable for the island’s steep 
and narrow island roads. Board 
chair Per Svendsen noted the truck 
would be fine for a town with flat 
roads and laneway access.

CRD 

Holman dives back into CRD role
Meetings and review underway
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The Capital Regional District held its first meeting 
of the newly elected board last Wednesday and voted 
Saanich councillor Colin Plant in as their new chair.

Gary Holman, who was elected as Salt Spring’s CRD 
director in October, said not much else happened in the 
way of business at that initial meeting. However, plenty 
of activity has been been happening on home territory, 
where Holman has been reviewing budgets, meeting 
with staff and preparing the ground for governance 
improvements in existing groups as well as some pos-
sible new ones.

Holman has yet to appoint an alternate director, and 
to make a decision on whether to keep regular office 
hours.

“I do believe the director needs to have more of a 
public presence,” he said.

To that end, Holman will continue the tradition that 
he established while CRD director from 2002 to 2008 
of making a report during the Local Trust Committee 
town hall sessions. He is also in the process of reviewing 
all the individual commission budgets and has commit-
ted to holding a public meeting on the overall budget 
for Salt Spring in late January or early February.

Holman said he does not plan to make any major 
changes, respecting the work of the previous director 
and individual commissions, but some minor changes 
to the draft budget approved earlier this year are likely. 

The new director has started to work on some of 
his campaign platform points, such as establishing a 
process through which a Local Community Commis-
sion could be formed, and bringing the decision on 
whether to do that to a public vote. He has confirma-
tion from CRD chief administrator Bob Lapham there 
are no obstacles to initiating that process. 

Holman said the community would need to negoti-
ate an establishing bylaw with the CRD that would 
set out the LCC’s mandate, its delegated authority 
and most likely a modest salary for the other elected 
members. 

Holman believes there are good reasons for taking 
the step to increase local responsibility beyond just one 
elected official.

“When you consider the $6.7-million budget the 
director has to recommend to the CRD, when you con-
sider the $600,000 in gas tax a year which the director 
has even more control of, when you consider the fact 
that just one person is making those decisions, that in 
itself is a good enough reason to broaden it.”

Holman has met several times with the new Islands 
Trust trustees for Salt Spring, Peter Grove and Laura 
Patrick. The three elected officials have a meeting set 
with Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Selina 
Robinson on Monday, where they will discuss various 
local concerns related to housing and to governance. 
(As a result of this meeting the regularly scheduled 
transportation commission meeting has been moved 
to Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 4:10 p.m. at the school board 
office.)

Work has begun to revive or support important com-
munity groups that have lagged in recent years, such as 
the Salt Spring Housing Council and the Climate Action 
Council. 

A further commitment relates to using the Commu-
nity Works Fund or gas tax transfers more proactively. 
Holman said Salt Spring has around $1.5 million in 
uncommitted funds in reserve and will be getting 
another $600,000 each year.

“My approach will be to further the priorities that 
have been long established and also some that I identi-
fied in my platform,” Holman said. “That’s a significant 
source of funding that we can use to move projects 
ahead on Salt Spring Island.”
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Clearing
the waters

A
s Gulf Islands residents, 
it’s easy to feel neglect-
ed by senior levels of 
government. 

That’s why it’s been good news to see Trans-
port Canada money being spent on tackling a 
signifi cant island problem: derelict vessels left 
abandoned in local waters.

Dead boats in island harbours pose hazards 
to navigation for boaters, are eyesores and an 
environmental nightmare.

Salt Spring-based John Roe has been advocat-
ing for clean-up efforts for decades through his 
Veins of Life Watershed Society. His group has 
estimated that some 500 derelict boats exist 
in the Vancouver Island region. More recently 
he partnered with the Cadboro Bay Residents 
Association to create the Dead Boats Society 
and spearhead efforts to get some of the Trans-

port Canada funding 
spent close to home. 
Results have been vis-
ible in the past week, 
with an 85-foot barge 
in Burgoyne Bay and 
a 65-foot landing craft 
in Fulford Harbour 
among eyesores and 
hazards removed by 
a Victoria-based con-
tractor. 

W h i l e  s e e i n g 
some derelict vessels 

removed is a positive sign, it reminds us that 
much more needs to be done in this area. 

Sheila Malcolmson, the former Islands Trust 
Council chair and Nanaimo MP, lobbied hard on 
this subject. While her relevant private mem-
bers bill was not adopted by the governing Lib-
erals, at least some signifi cant action has been 
taken through the Liberals’ Wrecked, Aban-
doned or Hazardous Vessels Act introduced 
last year. That act makes it illegal for people to 
leave dilapidated vessels in the same place for 
more than 60 days, among other changes. 

But raising funds to pay for removal of 
wrecked vessels is still the greatest need in 
order to deal with the existing problem of 
long-dead boats. 

Roe has in the past suggested adopting reve-
nue-raising models used in Australia and Wash-
ington state for that purpose. Surcharges to 
boat licences and marina fees are amassed to 
provide funds for dealing with abandoned ves-
sels on a local level. 

Progress made to clean up derelict vessels 
to date is heartening, but further funds from 
local, provincial or national sources are needed 
in order to really clear the waters.
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Walkers’ safety an issue
BY JENNY MCCLEAN

I see that we are replacing 
the family area of the for-
mer bowling alley site with 
not a new set of doctors 
offi ces as once promised but 
instead a new seniors hous-
ing project, Meadowlane.

A retail area is also to be 
added as a new pharmacy 
will be built there. A new 
parking lot will also be built 
to accommodate all the cars 
that need to drive in and 
out constantly to shop and 
to visit. 

Although a prime area 
close to town is going to use 
this, there is no effort being 
made to reduce car use to 
the site. If the reason we are 
densifying town is to reduce 
car use based on the idea of 
walking, there should not 
be measures to add retail in 
the residential areas as this 
brings people from every-
where who drive in and 
out. A business that is put 
into the area near medical 
uses and housing will create 
more traffi c and it is hard to 
see how it will be managed. 

It is very diffi cult for those 
who drive around in this 
already dangerous area 
to appreciate the needs of 
those who wish to have a 
nice area for children to 
walk safely without having 
to worry about so much 
traffi c. If you drive a lot near 
town, do you realize that 
every parent has to stop 

their nice walk with their 
children and become alert 
to the oncoming car? This 
is a real reason kids are not 
out playing as they used to 
be in my generation.

It is already ridiculously 
dangerous to cross Blain 
Road. What are the plan-
ners who are developing 
Meadowlane planning to 
do about this? What about 
a proper plan for mixed 
demographics that allows 
children to live near town? 
Why are all the best sites 
being made into yet more 
seniors housing?

Is that really healthy? 
What if kids want to walk 
home from school and be 
able to walk to the store 
and buy a chocolate bar? 
What if people need to 
cross Lower Ganges Road 
as they already do and can-
not? They already need to 
cross and they already can-
not cross easily. It is a multi-
lane road and even if one 
driver stops, the others may 
not see the pedestrian and 
they may not stop. That is 
already what is happen-
ing. People are trapped on 
the other side of the road 
unable to get across all the 
way along with only one 
crosswalk light at Crofton 
Road. 

What if it is November 
and it gets dark at 4 p.m. 
and someone is hit crossing 
Lower Ganges Road to get 
to this new development? 
Most pedestrian fatalities 
are in the crosswalk, not on 
the side of the road, so don’t 
tell me a new gravel path 
will be put in and that will 
make everyone safe. Real 
work needs to be put into 
that area before there is a 
really bad accident. Street 
lights, another crosswalk, 
some work on traffi c calm-
ing — all of those things. 

Please do not continue 
to develop Ganges in the 
same haphazard manner. 
The increased density sim-
ply cannot rest on such 
poorly laid-out infrastruc-
ture. The infrastructure 
needs to come fi rst, not in 
some offhand manner after 
the shovels hit the ground.

CRD, are you listening? 
The CRD is the liaison with 
the Ministry of Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure, so 
there is no point in trying to 
blame the off-island MOTI 
for this one. It also rests on 
the local trustees to make 
sure things are set up prop-
erly with goals that create 
liveability for all age groups 
in Ganges before just giving 
permission to any new idea 
that comes along.

The writer is a Ganges-
area resident. 

VIEWPOINT
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Opinion
“We’re hard at it and we’re not 

stopping until we’re done.”
john roe, dead boats society, on vessel clean-up

Quote 
of the 

Week: 
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Spring Says
We asked:
What do you think of the 
postal workers’ strike?

Brent Hamilton
They’ve had a 
long time to 
settle this, but 
the workers 
deserve a fair 
increase. Their 
numbers are 
dropping and 
their workload is 
going up. They 
deserve to make 
a fair living. 

Brian Thompson

I think there’s 
not enough 
mediation 
going on. 
They need 
to be talking 
more than 
what they’re 
doing now. 

Josephine Fletcher

It’s very 
unfair at this 
moment. 
People should 
be looked 
after. 

Kevin Elliott

I support the 
workers. They 
wouldn’t be 
striking if they 
didn’t need to. 

Nelly Kostelijk
It’s better that 
they’re striking 
in stages because 
there’s still some 
movement of 
mail. In the 
meantime there’s 
couriers. I just 
hope it’s fair in 
the end. 

Alternatives 
to logging 
exist

We remain extremely con-
cerned about the commercial 
logging operation currently 
underway on Beddis Road 
(“Beddis logging alarms resi-
dents,” Nov. 7 Driftwood).  

Unless an immediate solu-
tion is found, over the next 
few months well over a hun-
dred logging-truck loads of 
our heritage trees, including 
giants as large as six and a 
half to seven feet in diameter 
will be cut down. Salt Spring 
will be left with another huge 
scar, an erosion-prone hillside 
and the loss of a precious irre-
placeable ecosystem.  

But options exist that would 
leave this beautiful old forest 
and slope intact and provide 
financial gains to the title 

holder, Gary Stunder, who has 
authorized a commercial log-
ging operator to extract the 
timber on his property.

We urge him to pursue 
profitable alternative to clear-
cutting this land, such as: 

• selling the property after 
clear-cutting  just the lower 
agricultural zone of the prop-
erty; 

• investigating residential 
density clustering or transfers 
for the rural-zoned portion 
that would protect the forest 
and slope in its natural state; 
and 

• placing a conservation 
covenant on the forest in 
exchange for fair monetary 
compensation and/or signif-
icant tax benefits from  the 
Natural Area Protection Tax 
Exemption Program.

If these options are ignored 
and this land is clear-cut, two 
rare and endangered Gulf 
Islands sensitive ecosystems 

classified by the BC Conserva-
tion Data Centre as the “Older 
Douglas Fir Forest” and the 
“Treed Swamp”  are in peril. 
The forest will be complete-
ly destroyed and erosion of 
the steep slope will threaten 
the viability of the swamp, 
despite it being legally pro-
tected under an Islands Trust 
bylaw. 

The logger claims that in 
a few years the site will look 
attractive, but this ignores 
the fact that old forests which 
have grown for 100 years or 
longer provide so much more 
than aesthetic values.

When huge old trees are 
removed and bare steep 
slopes are left behind, there 
are serious negative impacts 
on water tables, wildlife habi-
tat and soil stability. Increased 
s i l t a t i o n  i n t o  s t r e a m s 
degrades water quality and 
impacts our already stressed 
salmon populations, and inva-

sive species thrive on these 
highly disturbed lands.

The forest cannot grow 
back as it might have in 
the past, due to increas-
ingly intense long summer 
droughts as well as the cur-
rent over-abundance of deer 
eating saplings.  Salt Spring’s 
contr ibut ion to  carbon 
sequestration and modera-
tion of air temperatures and 
humidity is reduced, thus add-
ing to ongoing climate dis-
ruption.  Neighbouring prop-
erty values plummet and the 
natural beauty of our island 
suffers, which in turn can 
impact tourism, our main eco-
nomic base.

It’s time these realities were 
recognized and this clear-cut-
ting was stopped.

PETER MCALLISTER AND 
JEAN WILKINSON,

Salt Spring

By DON HODGINS
At the inception of the Salt Spring 

Island Watershed Protection Authority 
(now alliance) in 2013, the most pressing 
problem was the long-lasting algal bloom 
in St. Mary Lake, which produced cyano-
toxins in the lake water.  

A technical advisory committee (TAC), 
reporting to the steering committee, was 
formed to determine what was causing 
the bloom, and whether it was being 
worsened by nutrients from the surround-
ing watershed. This committee was com-
prised of Salt Spring community volun-
teers, and CRD, VIHA and NSSWD staff, 
all with relevant technical expertise in this 
area. It was widely speculated at the time 
that phosphorus from septic drain fields 
was a major source of nutrient seeping 
into the lake. One suggested remedy was 
a sewage collection system and treat-
ment plant discharging into Trincomali 
Channel, costing tens of millions of dol-
lars. It was obvious that before such an 
infrastructure investment could even be 
considered, evidence had to be obtained 
to support the “septic seepage” rumour. 
The TAC formulated a proposal, combin-
ing monitoring wells at selected septic 
fields, with water-quality measurements 
in the lake itself. Monitoring would be 
continued for two years, with costs total-
ling $136,000.  

Wayne McIntyre, then CRD director, 
raised $45,000 in cash; the balance was 
contributed in-kind labour by TAC vol-
unteers and member agencies. The work 
was completed and reported (SSIWPA 
web site).  In the Nov. 14 issue of the 
Driftwood, David Rapport and Luisa Maffi 
once again denigrate the results of this 
study and cast aspersion on the authors. 
They fail to recognize that the physical 
chemistry of phosphorus around drain 
fields results in rapid mineralization of 
this compound within a few feet, and per-
manently sequesters it there. It would be 
exceptionally rare to find phosphorus at 

great distances from the drains, particu-
larly in our acidic soils where the rate of 
mineralization is very high (> 96 per cent). 
In addition, a constant flow of groundwa-
ter is required to move the nutrient to the 
lake. Due to its geology, shallow ground-
water around St. Mary Lake is sporadic, 
and absent altogether during summer.  

The purpose of the study was to confirm 
the phosphorus chemistry; it did that and 
the results were convincing that septic 
fields were a negligible source of phospho-
rus. Septic fields are not the cause of the 
algal blooms, and an expensive sewage 
collection system would provide no ben-
efit to lake water quality. Additional field 
studies were then carried out to determine 
how much phosphorus drains into the lake 
from creeks, and to provide a nutrient 
balance for the lake. These data indicated 
that phosphorus levels in the lake, while 
highly variable from year to year, have not 
changed from the 1970s, and sediment 
core data suggest little change from pre-
settlement times. The study results were 
reviewed internally, and in some cases by 
expert outside reviewers. A key point here 
is that these investigations were under-
taken with considerable volunteer effort, 
provided credible results, at a substantial 
cost saving to our taxpayers compared 
with hiring consultants.

By 2015 it was apparent that water 
quantity was also a significant issue, 
and SSIWPA focussed its attention on it.  
This led to an integrated water manage-
ment plan, with a set of structured tasks 
aimed at determining our water supply 
and water demand. Far from being the 
“mindless exercise” suggested by Rapport 
and Maffi, it provides the framework for 
generating information needed by the 
Islands Trust and other member agen-
cies for watershed management. It also 

included a new working group for con-
servation and water use efficiency. Early 
results introduced the concept of safe 
yield for our lakes with applications to St. 
Mary Lake and Lake Maxwell, assessments 
of climate variation and change on supply 
and, more recently, water budgets for our 
groundwater aquifers. A good deal of 
valuable information has been assembled 
to help going forward. Again, consider-
able on-island volunteer effort went into 
this work under the SSIWPA umbrella.

Then things changed! Re-writing of the 
terms of reference for SSIWPA resulted 
in restrictions on what could be done by 
the technical working groups, specifi-
cally prohibiting them from doing origi-
nal research and investigation. Their role 
became one of review only, with studies 
to be carried out by qualified profes-
sionals (consultants). SSIWPA cut itself 
off from a valuable resource of on-island 
volunteered expertise. One result is, of 
course, a significant increase in the cost 
of completing the tasks in the water man-
agement plan, all of which must be paid 
for from the tax base.

Looking to the future then, is SSIWPA 
viable in its present form? Can it produce 
the results we need in a timely manner, 
and who will pay for them? Last week’s 
Driftwood editorial suggested that the 
Islands Trust carefully examine whether 
the alliance is still needed, and posited 
that use of on-island expertise may be 
preferable. Instead of “deep-sixing” SSI-
WPA, perhaps it could be re-constituted 
so that it once again brings local knowl-
edge, skills and enthusiasm for working 
together on problems faced by our com-
munity, and by the agencies that govern 
us and provide the services upon which 
we rely.

Don Hodgins is a Salt Spring resident, 
former chair of the TAC / TWG of SSI-
WPA, and a qualified professional water 
resources engineer.

In defence of SSIWPA . . . sort of
INRESPONSE

more letters continued on  8
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Transportation issues in focus

SSIWPA: An essential water commitment
By Ron Hawkins

David Rapport and Luisa 
Maffi’s commentary last week 
does grave disservice to the 
Salt Spring Island Watershed 
Protection Alliance, suggest-
ing a lack of understanding 
and bitterness. 

I am not sure how many 
monthly SSIWPA meetings 
they attended over the years of 
its existence, but I did not see 
them at the many I attended.

 It was instructive to watch 
this vision and concept take 
shape and evolve. The vision 
is one of an integrated, island-
wide approach to freshwa-
ter management. The con-
cept, well-accepted by many 
enlightened governments 
recently, is through a coordi-
nated, voluntary, collaborative 
team approach for all jurisdic-
tions having some authority 
over Salt Spring Island water 

management: provincial 
departments, Islands Trust, 
CRD and some local water 
districts. North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District recently 
withdrew due  to lack of staff 
resources.

Each group holds a seat 
on the steering committee, 
chaired by the Islands Trust 
member. It is a critical role, 
confronting the challenge of 
how to marry this body and 
the mandate of the Islands 
Trust. It requires considerable 
skill, insight, diplomacy and 
vision to find commonalities 
amongst all agency priorities, 
budgets and commitment to 
the long haul. 

Finding sustainable solu-
tions to local freshwater man-
agement is, and will remain 
an ongoing need not just 
because political, financial, 
jurisdictional, or public priori-

ties may change, but environ-
mental change too, which 
requires new knowledge and 
strategies. There is no quick or 
simple fix.

SSIWPA’s website details 
quite an array of significant 
accomplishments. What one 
doesn’t see is the extensive 
planning required to make 
this happen. SSIWPA relies on 
a common commitment, hard 
work, technical volunteerism, 
in-kind and financial contribu-
tions from member agencies, 
patience and quality of work. 

To dismiss it so jaundicedly 
as “cobbling together a few 
reports from existing reports 
on watershed management 
— with a couple of recycled 
‘expert’ assessments previ-
ously done by others” I find 
inflammatory, personally bit-
ter  or lacking understanding.

Nothing is perfect. Yet as a 

former member of Salt Spring 
Island Water Council, which 
preceded SSIWPA, I watched 
SSIWPA fledge with an open 
curiosity. I was given oppor-
tunity at every meeting to 
question and make construc-
tive suggestions, which I did, 
and learned and benefitted 
from that. I wish I had seen 
David and Luisa there helping 
shape a vision for our com-
mon future.  

Public support for SSIWPA 
is essential, not because Salt 
Spring pays the total cost, but 
more importantly because it is 
an investment in our future. 
Without a sustainable water 
supply amongst the ever-
demanding challenges always 
ahead of us, life as we have 
known it is not possible. 

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident.

First off I would like to congratulate 
the newly elected and inaugurated may-
ors, councillors, CRD directors and Islands 
Trust trustees across Saanich North and 
the Islands. And, I raise my hands to  
Chief Rebecca David and her new council 
recently elected in Pauquachin as well.

There are more than 60 elected officials 
in local and First Nations governments 
in our riding and I appreciate their hard 
work and leadership on behalf of our 
community. A special acknowledgement 
is due for those not returning to the table. 

Thank you to mayors Alice Finall and 
Steve Price, and councillors Erin Bremn-
er-Mitchell, Tim Chad, Alicia Holman, 
Mervyn Lougher-Goodey, Cam McClen-
nan and Jack Thornburgh. Thank you for 
your community service.

I started public life as a councillor in 
Central Saanich. In January 2013 I decid-
ed to step away from the local govern-
ment table and run provincially because 
I was frustrated with the dysfunctional 
relationship between the province and 
municipalities.

The frustration has not been forgotten 
and as we move into this next council 
term I renew my commitment to better 
the relationship. Whether it be through 
the Local Government Act, Agricultural 
Land Reserve Act, tax policy, or the myriad 
other ways we are intertwined there is no 
doubt we can do much better.

Through better coordination of com-

munity planning and service delivery to 
strongly advocating for more provincial 
infrastructure funding to support the resi-
dents of Saanich Peninsula and Southern 
Gulf Islands we must work together on 
critical issues like housing, health care 
(doctors), education (schools) and trans-
portation (transit).

I visit local businesses regularly to get 
a better understanding of the economic 
engine of our community and region. We 
have incredible homegrown companies 
in the Keating Business Park and West 
Sidney Industrial Park.

My most recent visits to Epicure and 
Nicholson Manufacturing have highlight-
ed the fact that we generate more than 
a billion dollars of economic benefit but 
also that it is not to be taken for granted. 
The business climate is global, complex 
and fragile. We compete with aggres-
sive markets looking to attract economic 
investment.

I am thankful to those businesses open-

ing their doors to me to help better my 
understanding of those factors. Over the 
coming weeks, months and years, I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
in local and First Nations governments 
to ensure we are striking the balance in 
community and economic development.

Collectively we must take stock of how 
we are nurturing the growth of com-
munity, training for a skilled workforce, 
housing and educating a diverse popula-
tion, creating robust connections across 
cultural differences and with the Gulf 
Islands communities and transportation.

Transportation continues to be a pri-
mary challenge for the Saanich Peninsula. 
It was a targetted issue at all-candidate 
meetings in the recent elections, with 
residents demanding better connectivity.

It is not just more roads and highways, it 
is more efficient transit and ferry services, 
increased walking and cycling infrastruc-
ture. I heard the call for better mobility on 
all fronts. I have recently connected Emilie 
de Rosenroll from the South Island Pros-
perity Project to discuss the exciting work 
they are doing and will host another com-
munity dialogue on transportation.

Do you have concerns and ideas about 
transportation? Your opinions and 
thoughts are welcome!

I hope you will join us on Saturday, Nov. 
24 at 11 a.m. in the Saanich North and 
the Islands constituency office located at 
#215-2506 Beacon Avenue in Sidney, B.C. 

Adam Olsen
MLA’S 

REPORT

Vote for life
“Vote as if your life depends on it. If 

not your life, consider the lives of our 
children and grandchildren, the future 
of democracy around the world, and the 
well-being of the community of life on 
earth — within which we all depend.” 

Thus began a letter, variations of which 
I sent out over the past few months to 
Canadian and American friends living 
in Canada and the United States. While 
at that time I was primarily focused on 
the very critical U.S. midterm elections, 
my voting concerns have continued on 
through the rather dismal turnout for our 
own recent local elections, and now to 
our important upcoming referendum on 
proportional representation.

In my opinion, anyone who lives in 
and enjoys the benefits and privileges of 
a democratic society has an ethical and 
moral obligation to make a sincere effort 
to be an active, informed participant in 
the democratic process. Surely this is our 
minimal civic responsibility and duty. 

Too often, very notably in the U.S. in 
the very recent past, elections have been 
decided not just by the well-documented 
nasty undemocratic gerrymandering, ille-
gal last-minute voter disenfranchisement, 
absurd sociopathic lying, fascist fear mon-
gering and facilitated foreign intrusion, 
but ultimately by the non-voters — the 
folks who just didn’t bother to show up. 
Come on! Really? Is this the best we can 
do?

Let’s vote, eh? And, of course, let your 
conscience be your guide.

Ralph Miller,
Salt Spring

Respite needed
The following was sent to the Port 

of Vancouver harbour master and copied 
to the Driftwood. 

I am a resident and property owner 
on Salt Spring Island. There is a freighter 
anchored near Cusheon Cove and Prevost 
Island. Even though our home is at least 
one kilometre from the coast, we are sub-
ject to all-night “industrial noise” from 
the tanker. This affects our sleep and feels 
like we are living in an industrial park, not 
at all the rural and reasonably quiet life 
we have chosen on Salt Spring Island. This 
has gone on for a number of months.

Can I ask you for a response to  this 
matter? How long will we be subjected 
to this noise and can something be done 
so people can sleep free from this noise?

Mark Knox,
Salt Spring

more letters
continued from 7
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Now that Remembrance Day is over for another year, the tendency is to sit back and 
relax knowing that we, once again, participated in a successful event.  I am posting this 
to remind all members of Branch 92, that accomplishing this required many hours of 
planning and work, by the Executive, members and spouses, and other participants. 
 
In addition to the Executive, I recognize quite a number of comrades who made this day 
a success.  Unfortunately, I may not mention all, as some persons just do what they do, 
every year, without question or fanfare and we take it for granted. 
 
Mike Winter, Chairman and John Binsted, Vice Chairman 
The Ladies Auxiliary of Branch 92 
Alfie Luke, Poppy Chairman and all Poppy Campaign volunteers 
Tom Woods, Bill Haworth, Jesse Byron, Trene Kaye, Bill and Helen McKenzie,  
the Breakfast Crew and many others. 
 
I will also mention some organizations whose participation was essential to our success; 
The Historical Society, The Pipe Band, The Concert Band, Salt Spring Singers, Scouts and 
Girl Guides, the Salt Spring Fire Fighters, the RCMP Members , both Search and Rescue 
units and the Royal Canadian Navy. 
 
The Executive and all the organizers want to give a full-hearted thank you to all of whom 
we have mentioned above and to all participants that helped with the many 
Remembrance Day activities.  The events of the day could, in no way, have been 
accomplished without you.  Good work everyone! 
 
 
Klaus Mortensen 
 
Klaus Mortensen 
President 
Royal Canadian Legion Br 92 
Salt Spring Island       
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More than a drop in the bucket
By JILL WILLMOTT 

The Salt Spring Island Raging Grannies have been supporting 
the Lesotho Solar Cooker Project in this poor and mountainous 
South African country since 2005. 

We began after a visit from Salt Spring documentary film-
maker, Judy Jackson, who came to show us some of her pictures 
after she had been travelling around Africa with then UN special 
envoy Stephen Lewis. She asked, “How about you grannies twin-
ning with grandmothers in Lesotho — just like our local high-
school kids are twinning with Lesotho students?” And since the 
ultimate goal of all Raging Grannies is to leave the world a better 
place for all grandchildren, we asked a few more questions and 
said “yes.” Since then we have been major fundraisers for this 
project.

The Lesotho Solar Cooker Project was instigated and has 
been very well managed since its beginning by Carol Pritchard 
of Gatineau, Que. Every year she takes the money that we and 
others have raised, flies at her own expense to Johannesburg 
in South Africa, where she buys the sunstoves, and then trucks 
them into neighbouring Lesotho. Her contact there chooses a 
rural community which she deems to be needy, and the local 
chief invites grandmothers who are looking after their AIDS-
orphaned grandchildren to participate in three days of work-
shops on how to use the solar cookers.

As you can imagine, when first told they have been chosen to 
learn to cook with the help of the sun, they laugh at the ridicu-
lousness of the idea, but are none-the-less intrigued. However, 
after the first day these same people become overjoyed and sing 
and dance, and can’t wait for the next session. So on three sunny 
days, Carol provides the sunstoves, the pots and the foodstuffs, 
and shows them how to make cornmeal mush, a soy-and-vege-
table stew and bread, all of which are local staples. At the end 
of each session the participants take home what they have just 
cooked, and at the end of the third day the pots, the stoves and 
leftover foodstuffs as well.

To date, solar cookers have been distributed to 407 grand-
mothers in Lesotho. Carol will be heading to that country again 
with a new Canadian assistant in early January 2019. The site for 
this year’s workshops has been chosen and enough new money 
has already trickled in to buy 18 new stoves. So if you have peo-

ple on your Christmas list who don’t need or want more material 
gifts, we would like to suggest that you consider donating to 
this project instead. If you do, we can provide you with a card to 
give to your family member or friend which explains the Lesotho 
Solar Cooker Project and sports a coloured photo taken by Carol 
during one of her workshops.

When one thinks of helping some of our world’s poverty-
stricken people, the Lesotho Solar Cooker Project may seem like 
a very small drop in the bucket. But because using a sunstove 
relieves these elderly grandparents of having to collect scarce 
firewood to make hot meals, I can assure you — having been 
Carol’s assistant in 2016 — that for the families who receive these 
stoves it is huge!

One cooker plus its associated expenses is deemed to cost $130 
(Cdn), but all donations small or large are gratefully received. 
Cheques should be made out to the Salt Spring Island Raging 
Grannies and sent to me, and I will also quite happily pro-
vide more information. jillawillmott@gmail.com; 250-537-
8343.

The writer is a member of the Salt Spring Raging Grannies 
and has long been involved in the cooker project.

Rants + 
Roses

Roses
Roses to BC Ferries for being 

proactive and stopping the black 
truck that jumped the lineup down 
the end of a lane at Vesuvius on 
Thursday morning. Many of us saw 
it, and quietly seethed. It was fitting 
that the truck didn’t make it onto 
the ferry when they were sent to 
the end of the line, and would have 
made it, if they had gone down the 
correct lane when they originally 
arrived.

A bunch of their favourite roses 
for the several people who stopped 
to help me and the person who 
called BCAA for me when my car 
wouldn’t start. Your kindness is 
greatly appreciated. Nancy Wigen

Roses to our friend Elizabeth and 
our neighbour Al for being there 
for us, driving us to appointments, 
and above all, caring. Roses again 
to Helen, our parish community, 
our son and daughter-in-law, our 
neighbours on Cedar Lane, Dr. 
Butcher and his wonderful staff, 
and everyone at Lady Minto for 
their prayers, support and care 
during this most difficult time for 
Fred and I. The road before us, 
although bleak, is that much more 
bearable thanks to all of you. Salt 
Spring: angels walk upon you. 
Marianne Hobbs

Photo courtesy jill willmott

Sunstove like the ones given to grandmothers in Lesotho to 
help them feed their AIDS-orphaned grandchildren. 
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Can’t make it to our store? Chat with our product experts online and buy through 

our live chat. Visit us at: trailappliances.com and look for the chat box.
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Stainless Steel Dishwasher 
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*Can be installed stacked or side-by-side. Stacking kit and hoses sold separately.
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Spend $3,000 and Receive  a J.A. Henckels 8-Pc Knife Block Set! Valued at $200 

Spend $6,000 and Get a  Zwilling J.A. Henckels 10-Pc Cookware Set! Valued at $600

EXCLUSIVE 
OFFER!+

Add $100 for 
Black Stainless
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Stainless Steel French-
Door Refrigerator
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Same Price 
for White

*MSRP is the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price only. This does not equate to a market price or our regular price. +Spend is before taxes. See online or in-store for details.

See Our Flyer Online For More Great Savings!

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  250-474-2211

*Pricing applies to a new 2019 Forester CVT (KJ225) starting from $29,720 including freight & PDI ($1,725). Documentation fee ($395), tire levy ($25), air conditioning fee ($100), taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be 
equipped exactly as shown. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete details. Dealer #40319.

Because of veterans and all others who gave of themselves for our 
country, we have a home where freedom & peace are still valued. 
And for that we are thankful.

In Remembrance

More accountability with current voting system
BY STEPHEN P. ROBERTS

In the current B.C. referendum, voters 
are being asked to choose between the 
first past the post (FPTP) system that 
we use now, and one of three variants 
on proportional representation (PR).

The big attraction for advocates of 
PR is its proportionality. The percent-
age of votes a party receives equals 
the proportion of seats they win in 
the legislature. How this proportion-
ality is achieved is where the many 
variations in PR come into play. The 
three options in the second refer-

endum ques t ion  a re  th ree  such 
variants. There are many, many more. 

Usually, in this type of electoral sys-
tem more parties elect members and 
no one party commands a majority 
of the seats in the legislature. Parties 
need to group together to form a 
coalition that has a majority of seats. 
PR advocates consider this a positive 
exercise in cooperation and compro-

mise. Although they may have only 
a few members, smaller parties also 
have influence in this system because 
they may be a participant in what-
ever ruling group is formed. Because 
of this, advocates say “every vote 
counts.”

There are flip sides to these points. 
For example, how the much-desired 
proportionality is achieved can be 
quite complicated. Generally, parties 
have lists of politicians to be elect-
ed to satisfy proportionality. These 
politicians are not connected to any 
riding and may not even be connect-
ed to a region. How do people get 
on these lists? The current referen-
dum has thrown up a debate about 
“closed” and “open” lists. A “closed” 
list is prepared by party head office 
and those on the list owe their posi-
tion there to the leader and/or party 
bureaucrats. Voters have no say.

The creation of an “open” list can 
be more complicated. It could be a 
list of the biggest losers in a party, 
where candidates don’t win in a rid-
ing, but secure a significant number 
of votes. An “open” list could be cre-
ated by voters having a second vote 
to choose people within parties. This 
would require voters to know about a 
lot of individuals and in many coun-
tries, voters simply end up voting for 
a party. A clear line of accountability 
to voters is absent.

Parties enter elections with policies 
they would like to implement. When 
no one party has a majority, those 
with similar ideas get together to see 
what they can agree on. This inevita-
bly results in policy “horse-trading.. A 
policy that may have been the single 
biggest reason for your vote for a 
party could be dropped because it is 
opposed by a smaller party that your 
party needs to be able to create a 
majority government. That smaller 
party may have a single-issue policy 
you disliked, but that is the price for 
its cooperation with your party. So a 
deal is sealed. Unfortunately, you, the 
voter, have no say in any of this. It 
will be done behind closed doors. You 
don’t get the policy you wanted and 
you do get one that you didn’t!

Further, it may take a long time to 
create a governing coalition and, con-
trary to sunny belief, the politicians 
in countries with PR do not love each 
other appreciably more than those in 
countries with FPTP. Some outright 
refuse to work together. Recently, it 
took Belgium a year and a half for 
parties to reach an agreement to gov-
ern. In 2017, it took the Netherlands 
six months and Germany nearly six 
months to establish a coalition that 
looked much like the one that pre-

ceded it. While this happens, nothing 
else does, and bureaucrats run the 
country. 

Most PR systems recognize the 
possibility of extreme views gain-
ing a foothold in their legislatures 
and restrict membership to parties 
that gain at least five per cent of the 
popular vote. If you vote for a party 
that does not get at least five per 
cent, your party will be disqualified 
and your vote will not count! Should 
there be several small parties receiv-
ing, for example, 2.5, three and 4.5 
per cent of the vote, then collectively 
10 per cent of the votes are disquali-
fied and will not count. The idea that 
every vote counts is a myth. 

Turning to FPTP, to be elected, you 
simply have to win more votes than 
anyone else in your riding. For a party 
to be elected as the government, its 
members need to win a majority of 
those seats. It is clear, and it is simple. 
Generally speaking, under FPTP, with 
more than two parties active, par-
ties that win just over 40 per cent of 
the popular vote are able to form a 
majority government without hav-
ing to deal with other parties. This 
means they are free to implement 
their policy program as presented to 
the electorate. It is also clear they 
are responsible for those policies. 
This accountability is a key strength 
of FPTP.

Under FPTP, every elected member 
is responsible to the voters in a rid-
ing. A particularly odious individual 
can be elected or defeated on his 
own merits. He does not have another 
way to win. This is why parties gener-
ally spend a significant amount of 
time searching for appealing candi-
dates that will resonate with voters. 
Under “closed” list PR, and even some 
“open” list models, as many as half of 
the members of the legislature may 
have no allegiance to the voters of a 
geographic area and simply be mem-
bers at large. There is no account-
ability.

When a  government  performs 
poorly under FPTP, voters have the 
option every four years to keep them 
or “throw the bums out.” In a PR sys-
tem it is much more difficult to get 
any one party out of power because 
you never know which parties will get 
together to try and form a coalition.

In summary, do we want propor-
tionality, even if it is complicated and 
unclear how we got there, and even 
if it results in up to half of the mem-
bers of the legislature being unac-
countable to voters? Do we want to 
elect governments with no idea what 
policies we are going to get in the 
end? And do we wish to do this more 
often than we do currently, because 
minority governments are inherently 
unstable?

My preference since I was a young 
economics and politics student is for 
a clear connection between voter and 
elected representative. This is criti-
cal in a vast country such as Canada. 
I prefer a strong stable government 
that when elected delivers on the pol-
icies it has espoused. When it doesn’t 
I know I have the opportunity to vote 
against it meaningfully.    

The writer was a BC Liberal Party 
candidate in the Saanich North and 
the Islands riding in the 2013 and 
2017 elections and resides on Salt 
Spring.  

GUESTColumn
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Composting turns food waste into garden fuel
BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Kayla Siefried is an education 
coordinator at the Compost Educa-
tion Centre in Victoria, where they 
teach courses in different kinds 
of composting and are a great 
resource for anyone interested in 
reusing their food and yard scraps. 

“Often we call our fruits and 
veggie scraps ‘compost,’ but really 
those are just ingredients for com-
post,” Siefried said. “The fi nished 
product that is actually compost 
is a black, soil-like material that is 
more of an amendment that can be 
added to gardens and plants. That 
fi nished compost is full of nutrients 
and it helps bring balance into a soil 
ecosystem . . . when we add that to 
a soil ecosystem it can really help 
the plants thrive.” 

When food waste enters a land-
fi ll, it ends up decomposing in an 
anaerobic environment (without 
air). As it decomposes, it releases 
methane gas. Methane gas is a 
major contributor to global warm-
ing and food products in the land-
fi ll is one of the main reasons that 
landfi lls give off greenhouse gases. 
By turning unusable food into com-
post, that waste is diverted from 
the landfill and becomes part of 
a closed loop that keeps nutrients 
close to home and helps replenish 
soil quality in the area. 

“A fantastic way to connect us 
with some of our waste is to watch 

it turn from something that is gross 
and not useful to us to this really 
valuable life-filled resource,” she 
said. “It’s a really amazing thing to 
watch.”

Siefried explained the three dif-
ferent styles of composting that 
work best on Salt Spring Island. The 
fi rst style is using a compost bin or 
earth machine for kitchen scraps 
and yard waste. The second is to 
use a compost digester for kitchen 
scraps. Third is the hot compost pile 
for large amounts of yard waste. 

Using a compost bin is the most 
common way people get rid of 
organic material. Essentially, a 
compost bin is an enclosed con-
tainer that is fi lled alternately with 
nitrogen-rich green material and 
carbon-rich brown material. It is 
this mixture that makes a successful 
composter. Siefried recommends 
not putting meat, dairy or cooked 
food into this kind of bin, because 
those products decompose at dif-
ferent rates and can introduce 
pathogens to the compost mixture. 
A compost bin will give a large 
compost harvest about once per 
year, for a four-person household. 

For those looking to only use 
their kitchen scraps, a green cone 
digester is a good way to go. 
Digesters operate in a nitrogen-rich 
environment that turns food waste 
into a liquid that leeches into the 

soil below the container. This kind 
of composter does not give a har-
vest of useable compost, but rather 
fertilizes the soil around it. They 
can be used for orchards or near 
fruit-bearing bushes to slowly add 
nutrients. 

Finally, a hot compost pile is a 
great way to reduce a large amount 
of material into compost over a 
short period of time. Hot compost-
ing is mainly for yard waste, but can 
take food scraps as well. 

“The idea is that over the course 
of time, the pile heats up because 
of the chemical reactions that are 
happening and the bonds that are 
breaking, creating heat,” Siefried 
said. “Your organic material will 
break down into compost quicker, 
and it can make a larger quantity.”

Each of these processes can 
continue through the winter. As 
long as the moisture content of 
the material stays relatively consist-
ent, compost piles will continue to 
work. 

“You don’t want it to be too wet 
or too dry. Basically the microbes in 
a compost pile are like goldilocks,” 
she said. “We recommend a texture 
like a moist wrung-out sponge as 
being good for a compost pile. If 
you have a bin, keep the lid on.” 

Siefried also recommends taking 
the time to stockpile leaves in the 
fall and winter, since they are a 
valuable source of carbon and can 
be used throughout the summer 
to maintain the nitrogen-carbon 
balance. In most cases, compost will 
be ready in the spring, which is the 
perfect time to harvest and use it in 
raised beds, potted plants, soil and 
as fertilizer. 

“The cool thing about compost 
is that it’s a really gentle slow 
release of nutrients,” she said. 
“Compost can be added at any 
stage of a plant’s cycle without 
risk of harming that plant.”

The Compost Education Centre 
has info sheets on the different 

styles of composting and what 
kinds of materials to include in 
compost. One of the main things 
to avoid are plastic compostable 
bags, since those are designed 
for industrial-scale compost facil-
ities and not for backyard opera-
tions. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Plastic compost bin in the writer’s yard with carbon-rich “brown material” 
waiting to be added on the ground. 
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REENREENREEN
Help keep organic matter out of landfi lls

Composting is the process of turning organic material 
into a useable soil amendment by letting it break down and 
decompose. Though it may seem daunting and diffi cult to 
begin composting, the process is exceedingly simple. 
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370 Lower Ganges Rd. | islandreturnit.com 

MOUAT’S HOME HARDWARE  •  259-537-5551
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 - 5:30 PM  •  SUNDAYS 10 - 5PM

Ultra Low 
VOC

Save with 
LEDs

Biodegradable 
Cleaners

DUNCAN HYUNDAI
2801 ROBERTS ROAD, RR#6, DUNCAN BC
250-746-0335  •  www.duncanhyundai.ca

Family run dealership, 
see our 

family of Electric Vehicles 

IONIQ (electric and plug in hybrid)

family of Electric Vehicles 

Kona (EV) 400 km rangeKona (EV) 400 km range

“Ask about our Salt Spring Special”

THE GREEN EDITION

chamber@saltspringchamber.com  •  www.saltspringchamber.com

Supporting 
all 

Green 
Initiatives

The Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce was Canada’s � rst Chamber 
of Commerce and Visitor Centre 
to become accredited members of 
Green Tourism Canada. We are proud 
to be committed to environmental 
sustainability and to promote Salt 
Spring Island’s reputation as an eco-
friendly destination.

Approved amber verbal
thurs nov 15
10:30am

EVERY DROP COUNTS
harvest and reuse

AloPluvia IWRM Ltd. helps you build 
safe sustainable water supplies, by 
identifying safe resources, designing, 
collecting and treating water for 
benefi cial purposes. 

We now carry SteelCore Corrugated 
Bolted Steel tanks. 
•  Ideal for rain catchment, stormwater 

retention, agriculture & fi re water 
storage. 

•  Available in 6 ft to 192 ft diameters. 
•  Customized heights and colours. 
•  Attractive & resilient, eco-friendly options 

are available up to 2.9 million gallons!

Built To Last.... Engineered & warranted 
up to 20 years, one of a kind! 

AloPluvia Integrated Water Resource Management Ltd. & 
Rainwater Harvesting Specialists. 

Professionals trained to inspect, design, supply &
install water storage solutions for your residential, multi-family,

commercial, industrial & agricultural applications.
We also carry Klean Gutter, leaf guards, treatment systems & water fi lters.

POTABLE WATER SPECIALISTS

OFFICE: 250-931-2567  AloPluvia.info@gmail.com  www.AloPluvia.com 

RAIN HARVESTING
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EDUCATION 

Ocean Champions book reaches international audience
Author Michelle Mech 
empowers kids to end 
plastic waste

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A children’s book written by Salt Springer 
Michelle Mech in an effort to reduce and pre-
vent plastic pollution in oceans is starting to 
have an impact with ripples around the world.

Ocean Champions: A Journey into Seas of 
Plastic was first released in the summer of 
2017. Mech has since sold over 1,500 copies of 
the self-published picture book across Canada 
with help from distributor Heritage Group, 
and spoken to more than 600 children during 
school visits in the Gulf Islands and the Lower 
Mainland. 

Mech’s reach is set to become much wider 
with the recent translation of Ocean Cham-
pions into Indonesian and connection to a 
program that will deliver 5,000 free copies to 
schools throughout the island nation.  

“A company called Sea Trek Sailing Adven-
tures is taking them around the islands and 
Rotary is getting them into schools,” Mech 
reported.

Ocean Champions delivers important facts 
about plastics and ocean health in a friendly 
way, illustrated by Ian Fry. The adventure-type 
format allows kids to explore the impact of 
plastic on living creatures from phytoplankton 
right up to humpback whales plus the sea-

birds, mammals and turtles in between. It also 
inspires readers to help clean up and, more 
importantly, prevent more plastic from enter-
ing the water in the fi rst place. The story is fol-
lowed by pages with tips and suggested school 
projects that teachers can use as follow-up. 
Even more educational material is available on 
the website www.oceanchampions.ca.

Mech created and self-fi nanced the book 
as a concerned world citizen. If she eventually 

makes any return on the project, funds will go 
right back into the cause.

“This was never meant as a money-making 
thing,” she explained. “It’s a total non-profi t 
environmental endeavour to help with ocean 
plastic.”

Mech said her story development received 
valuable feedback and advice from numer-
ous people. They include Dr. Peter Ross of 
Ocean Wise Conservation Association and the 
Coastal Ocean Research Institute; the educa-
tion staff at the Vancouver Aquarium; and 
Captain Charles Moore (who discovered the 
North Pacifi c Trash Vortex in 1997) and his edu-
cation staff at Algalita. Professor Max Liboiron 
at the Memorial University of Newfoundland 
provided a social sciences perspective. Staff 
at NOAA in Hawaii reviewed the book and 
provided input. Janet Hoag, K-5 coordinator 
at SD64, set up test classroom readings before 
the book went to press and provided extensive 
support in other ways.

“That’s the thing about this book: I really 
got expert help. I was really lucky with this,” 
Mech said, adding a number of photos were 
also donated by people who heard about 
what she was doing.

Having the book translated and distributed 
in Indonesia is an exciting development, as 
the topic could hardly be more relevant. It’s 
estimated more than eight million tons of 
plastic debris enter the oceans every year, and 
Indonesia is reportedly the second highest con-
tributor of mismanaged plastic waste in the 
world, coming in just after China. 

Mech’s friend Jeni Kardinal, who lives in Bali, 
was the project coordinator who wrote the 
grant application and coordinated distribu-
tion in Indonesia. Rotary Club of Bali Seminyak 
was involved in working with the Australian 
Consulate on the project, and it was funded 
by the Direct Aid Program. The translation was 
done by an Indonesian teacher and proofed by 
a professional editor. Mech also reviewed the 
translations to ensure the intended meaning 
came through.

Distributors Sea Trek Sailing Adventures 
offer educational cruises across the eastern 
part of the Indonesian archipelago on two 
traditional wooden pinisi sailing ships, which 
follow historic trading routes and trade winds 
to remote areas of the world’s longest and 
most biodiverse archipelago. 

“Books are also getting distributed over 
land as well and have been sent to Lombok 
to earthquake victims, and around Bali, Nusa 
Penida, and as far away as Borneo. The distri-
bution covers an area from tip to tip of Indone-
sia from Borneo to Papua and various islands 
in-between,” Kardinal said. 

Mech is now working with nonprofi t groups 
to replicate the experience in other parts of 
the world, starting with a Spanish transla-
tion that will be distributed from Mexico City 
through two NGOS.

Ocean Champions is available at local book-
stores and through the public library. People 
who would like to get more information on 
reducing and preventing plastic pollution can 
also visit the website.

ACTIVISM

Microplastics: how to reduce their prevalence
Salt Spring group 
suggests local action

BY SUSAN HANNON AND 
MICHELLE MECH 
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

Microplastics are very small 
plastic particles (<5mm) found 
in increasing amounts in all the 
world’s oceans and shorelines, 
even found in polar ice. The major 
sources are: 

Tiny polyethylene granules used 
as “scrubbers” or “exfolients,” 
found in facial cleansers, soaps 
and toothpaste (now banned in 
Canada and U.S.) and household, 
boat and industrial cleaning prod-
ucts. 

Resin pellets, the size of a grain 
of rice, called “nurdles.” They are 
the raw material for nearly all of 
our plastic products. Many get 
spilled from factory drains or dur-
ing transportation.  

Larger plastic items, which even-
tually degrade into microplastics.

Our synthetic clothing, bedding 
and towels, which release millions 
of tiny plastic fi bres, about one-
fifth the diameter of a human 
hair, in wash water. These micro-
fibres escape most wastewater 
treatment facilities and end up on 

shorelines and in the ocean. 
Microplastics greatly outnum-

ber bigger fragments of ocean 
plastic. A study conducted in 2014 
estimated that more than five 
trillion pieces of plastic weighing 
269,000 metric tons were fl oating 
in the oceans. Ninety-two per ent 
of these were microplastics. Sadly, 
their small size makes them virtu-
ally impossible to clean up.

Microfibres are ingested by 
marine organisms, working their 
way up the food chain to mol-
luscs, crustaceans, fish, birds, 
marine mammals and ultimately 
to humans. Microplastics have 
larger surface area to volume 
ratios than larger pieces of plastic, 
making them (volume to volume) 
more effective at picking up and 
transferring toxins found in water 
to the organisms that ingest them.  

In various places in the world, 
microplastics have been found 
in tap water, bottled water, sea 
salt, beer, honey, sugar, and even 
the air we breathe. In the U.K., 
researchers found plastic particles 
in a third of fi sh. Not surprisingly, 
a recent study from Austria found 
microplastics in human stools. It 
is not yet clear how plastics are 
affecting organisms, food safety, 
and human health.  

How contaminated is 
the Salish Sea?  

Dr. Peter Ross,  executive 
director of Ocean Wise’s Coastal 
Ocean Research Institute, is leading 
research on microplastics. In 2017, 
his team found up to 25,000 plastic 
particles and fi bres in just one cubic 
metre of water off the coast near 
Vancouver and, in the Strait of Geor-
gia, an average of 3,200 plastic parti-
cles per cubic metre. Juvenile salmon 
along the B.C. coast are ingesting 
between two and seven microplastic 
particles each day, while returning 
adult salmon are taking in as many 
as 90 per day. Dr. Sarah Dudas, a 
researcher at Vancouver Island Uni-
versity, found an average of eight 
microplastic particles in wild and 
farmed Manilla clams and oysters.  

Ross noted that washing a syn-
thetic sweater releases up to 10,000 
microfibres, and a fleece jacket, 
made from recycled plastic bottles, 
up to a million microfi bres, into the 
sewage system. With millions of 
people living on or near the Salish 
sea, this can build up. Ross is current-
ly working with Metro Vancouver 
and sewage treatment plants test-
ing incoming and outgoing water 
for microplastics and trying to deter-
mine what measures might stop the 
fl ow into the ocean. Hopefully this 
work will culminate in improved fi l-

tering techniques at plants.  Moun-
tain Equipment Co-op, Arc’teryx and 
the American companies Patago-
nia and REI are all supporting Ross’s 
research. 

Here on Salt Spring, a portion of 
our wastewater fl ows through the 
sewage treatment plant in Ganges, 
which uses a membrane bioreactor 
that fi lters out most of the plastic. 
Pumped septage from septic sys-
tems and sludge from the sewage 
and water treatment plants are 
eventually trucked to Langford for 
treatment. Here it is dewatered: the 
water goes into the Victoria sew-
age system and into the ocean and 
the remaining sludge is composted 
and can be applied to fields. The 
effect of the microplastics and their 
absorbed toxins remaining in our 
septic fi elds and in the composted 
sludge is unknown but will likely be 
problematic as they accumulate.

While researchers, governments 
and industry look for solutions to 
the microfi bre problem, what can 
you do? Here are some suggestions 
from the Single-use Plastic Elimi-
nation and Recycling (SUPER) task 
force:

• Buy only what you need and buy 
high quality. Cheap fashion clothes 
don’t last and shed more fi bres. 

• Buy clothes made from natural 
fi bres such as wool or cotton and 

press clothing companies to pro-
vide more options in natural fi bres. 
While these materials shed fi bres, 
they will eventually biodegrade. 
Plastic won’t.

• Wash your synthetic gear less 
often and for shorter duration. You 
can spot clean dirt and many stains.  

• Invest in a front-load washer 
when your current washer breaks 
down. Top-loading machines cause 
seven times more shedding than 
front loaders. 

• Use a cooler wash temperature. 
High temperatures break down 
clothes and release more fi bres.

• Avoid using laundry powder as 
its scrubbing action loosens more 
microfi bers than liquid soap.

• Use a fi lter bag or install a fi lter 
on your washing machine. Put syn-
thetic clothes into the bag before 
washing (e.g. Guppyfriend, $24). A 
washing ma chine fi lter costs $140 
and will catch the most microfi bres. 
SUPER is investigating whether a 
coordinated effort can be achieved 
to reduce the price to buy and install 
the fi lter.

• Don’t buy cleaning products 
that contain micro-beads. Ask the 
Canadian government to ban plastic 
micro-beads in cleaning products.

The writers are SUPER task 
force members.

Michelle Mech’s book Ocean Champions in its 
new Indonesian translation.
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THE GREEN EDITION

Fraser’s 
THIMBLE FARMS

9:00 - 4:30pm | Tuesday-Saturday 
Closed Sunday and Monday

175 ARBUTUS ROAD  250-537-5788

Fraser’s

Growing your own produce is a 
rewarding way to reduce your 

impact on the environment!

We have an excellent selection of fruit and 
nut trees, fruit and berry plants (blueberries, 

raspberries, grapes, kiwi, fi gs etc.) ready to go now.

Fall is the best time to plant most shrubs and trees. 
When adding trees and shrubs to your landscape, 

planting in the fall offers several benefi ts . . . 
The combination of warm soil and cool air 
stimulates root growth to help your tree 

or shrub get established before the 
next summer thereby reducing after care.

Be Water Wise
Use Only What You Need

Water is a precious resource and supplies on Salt Spring are much more 
limited than in other parts of BC. Please join islanders as we work together to
ensure that this summer, and every summer, we use this limited resource wisely.

Try these conservation tips:
• Keep showers short. 
• Run only full loads in dishwashers and washing machines. 
• Shut off the tap while brushing teeth, shaving, and washing.
• Flush less often.
• Inform guests about our island’s limited water supply, and ask them to 

be part of the solution.

Together we can make a difference

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

LAURIE’S
Garbage, 

Recycling, Organics

250-653-9279

COMMERCIAL • CONSTRUCTION • RESIDENTIAL • STORAGE

Pick Up & Drop Off / Clean Ups
Containers / Scrap Metal Recycling

An Island Family since 1861 working with the community.

Drop Off: 
Monday to Saturday 

Winter: 8am-4pm  /  Summer: 8am-5pm
Next to Country Grocer

ECO-EDUCATION 

Eco-adventure company has education focus
Getting kids to interact with 
nature helps them learn

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A Salt Spring eco-adventure company has 
been teaching and showing children how 
they interact with the outdoors for almost 30 
years. 

Jack Rosen and Candace Snow have led pro-

grams focused on outdoor learning, environ-
mental education and stewardship since 1990. 
They partner with organizations like the Gulf 
Islands School District to help kids get out and 
experiencing the natural world around them. 

Coastal Current Adventures runs school 
groups, summer camps and other programs 
all around Salt Spring and the Gulf Islands. 
With a basis in kayaking, many of the activities 
take place on or near the water. Rosen and 
Snow offer a series of modules for teachers to 

choose from, and tailor their lesson plans to 
suit that module. 

“If they’re doing soft invertebrates we can 
actually take them kayaking and do lots of 
soft invertebrate discussions and talk about 
how humans are affecting the water qual-
ity,” Rosen said. “We’ll take them out to the 
areas where there’s seals, sea lions and por-
poises to talk about those animals.”

Much of what they teach helps kids under-
stand their role in the environment and how 

to lessen their impact on the world. 
“The nice thing for us is getting kids to 

really learn what’s happening in their prov-
ince,” Rosen said. “Then they can take action 
or look at places in their lives where they 
want to actually study more.”

Rosen and Snow sold their long-time 
Island Escapades business to Jason and 
Anna Watkin last year and have been able 
to focus more on their outdoor education 
programs as a result. 

TRANSPORTATION

EV parade joins Light-up events
Dec. 1 event in Ganges

BY JIM STANDEN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

The fun-loving Salt Spring Island Electric 
Vehicles owners are at it again.  This time we 
are joining up with the “Light Up Ganges” 
event on Saturday, Dec. 1 with a “Light Up 
EV’s” parade.  

We will meet at 3:45 p.m. in the Country 
Grocer parking lot, near the brand new 
free public Level-2 charger. We will get the 
cars all spiffi ed up with lights and unicorns 
and fancy bits, and then when it is dark, at 
about 4:30, all those silent motors will turn 
on, form a cavalcade of some sort and drive 
slowly and safely into and around Ganges. 

Then we will park and join in the Ganges 
festivities. 

 Attendees and their kids and pets are 
encouraged to be as creative as possible in 
adding lights to their cars. Flashlights? Spot-
lights? However, please ensure your visibility 
is not impaired. Additional lighting has been 
ordered for vehicles that have none and, 
barring the current postal-service issues, 
should arrive in time. 

The event organizer is Tom Mitchell (tom-
mymitchell@shaw.ca) and I am the registrar.  
If you have an EV and want to join in, please 
send an RSVP to jstanden@ucalgary.ca. We 
have over 10 committed EVs so far.

Our next celebration? Welcoming EV 
#200 to the island. We are getting close, 
folks.  
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Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

Marriage Commissioner
The Vital Statistics Agency, Ministry of Health, 
is looking for an individual to serve as a Marriage 
Commissioner for Pender Island. The individual will 
perform civil marriages within their community 
on behalf of the Agency. Applicants must reside 
on Pender Island in order to be considered for 
this position.

For information and an application form 
please visit our website at: 

www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/life-events/marriages

WINTERCRAFT
Mahon Hall :  November 23 — December 22
Open Daily 10-5 | Fine Gifts, Crafts and Art.
B e a u t i f u l .   L o c a l .   U n i q u e .

salt spring 
arts council

Directed By Keith Ollerenshaw

November 30th    Tickets Available
  ArtSpring 7:30    Through ArtSpring

Adult $20         Youth $5

Salt Spring Concert Band
Presents

Tales of
old

EXHIBITIONS 

Wintercraft and Art Jam group show open Friday
Artists From the 
Fringe reception 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Arts Council’s annual 
Wintercraft show featuring the best 
arts and crafts from Salt Spring and 
the Gulf Islands opens for the sea-
son this Friday morning, Nov. 23.

Mahon Hall has been festively 
decorated, and will be open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. all the way 
through Dec. 22, offering holiday 
shoppers the opportunity to fi nd 
ideal gifts for a full month.

“The idea of gifting a beautiful, 

local and unique, handcrafted cre-
ation is a time-honoured tradition 
in the Gulf Islands, and at Winter-
craft there is truly something spe-
cial for everyone,” the Arts Council 
promises. 

Around 90 artists are represented 
each year, producing pottery, jewel-
lery, fi ne weaving and textiles, arti-
san soaps, painting, woodwork and 
much more.

This year the show and sale will 
also host an exhibition by the “Art-
ists from the Fringe,” a group of 
people who participate in the Art 
Jam program at the Salt Spring 
United Church. An opening recep-
tion for the Artists From the Fringe 

show takes place at Mahon Hall 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday.

Program coordinator Lynne John-
son notes this is the seventh exhibi-
tion for the group, which has been 
active for just a few years.

“Many of the artists have been 
with us since Art Jam started three 
years ago, and the progress they 
have made is amazing,” Johnson 
said. “Some have never painted 
before and are finding their cre-
ative voice for the fi rst time. Others 
have been exploring new mediums 
and techniques.”

Art Jam participants come from 
Salt Spring’s homeless and vulner-
able population, and many struggle 

to stay warm and dry at this time of 
year, Johnson said. 

“However, when they come to 
Art Jam on Sundays they have the 
opportunity put aside the physical 
and emotional challenges of liv-
ing in poverty, and let their creativ-
ity take over. They become ‘artists’ 
as opposed to ‘parkies’ or ‘those 
people,’ being welcomed into a 
non-judgmental and caring envi-
ronment in the basement of the 
United Church.”

Support for the program includes 
coffee and healthy food provid-
ed through a grant from the Salt 
Spring Foundation as well as the 
generosity of Hannah Brown and 

United Church members. Foot care, 
clean socks and art tips are offered 
by artist and nurse Deb Newberry. 
Artistic and friendly support comes 
from Stefanie Denz, an artist, teach-
er and soon-to-be art therapist. Art 
supplies, frames, clothing and shoes 
are frequently donated by mem-
bers of the community who hear 
about the program and want help 
in some way.

“As many pieces sell during the 
opening we urge you to come on 
the 23rd to choose that special piece 
for yourself or a loved one this holi-
day season,” Johnson said. 

All proceeds from Art Jam exhibi-
tion sales will go to the artists.

BOOK LAUNCH

Hughes turns family history into fi ction 
Imagining Violet book 
launches Nov. 27
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring readers will be introduced 
to the fascinating story of an independent 
young woman and her music studies in 19th 
century Germany when local writer Mary 
Hughes launches her fi rst book of historical 
fi ction later this month.

The Salt Spring Public Library event sched-
uled for 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 27 cel-
ebrates the release of Imagining Violet. 
Though based on a few facts that Hughes 
knew about her paternal grandmother, most 
of the tale comes through a fi ctional recon-
struction of what her life must have been 
like. The epistolary format, which advanc-
es the narrative through letters written by 
Hughes as Violet, brings the book into fi rmly 
fi ctional territory.

Violet Alice Trant Courtenaye was born in 
1875 and lived with her family in Edinburgh 
and south London. At the age of 16, she 
went to Germany to study violin — a fact that 
Hughes discovered as a brief notation on the 
inside cover of her grandmother’s Bible.

“I was just struck with this idea that this 
16-year-old girl had gone, by herself, at a 
time when women were just beginning to 
travel by themselves,” Hughes explained.

“I decided it would be a challenging proj-
ect to imagine her life in Leipzig in the early 
1890s.”

Hughes’ early career was in theatre and 
television production, followed by several 
years in association management where she 
picked up skills in marketing, public relations, 
meeting planning and editing. She is known 
on Salt Spring for her previous book The 
Life and Times of the Floathouse Zastrozzi, 
a memoir about living in Victoria’s inner 
harbour.

Her fi rst book was a biography of Frank 
Welsman, who founded the Toronto Sym-
phony Orchestra in 1906. Welsman also 
happened to be Hughes’ grandfather and 
husband to her grandmother Violet. The 
pair actually met during their studies at the 
Leipzig Conservatory.

The developing relationship between the 
two is a key component of the new book, 
but Hughes starts the story with Violet’s fi rst 

journey away from home as 
she travels from Edinburgh 
to Cassel, Germany by train 
and ship.

“I decided her mother 
went with her on that trip,” 
Hughes said.

Letters written in Vio-
let’s voice to her mother 
and other family members 

reveal the exciting new places and expe-
riences as expressed by a girl coming into 
adulthood. Hughes strove hard to create this 
authentic voice. She also worked at getting 
just the right amount of exposition into the 
letters, supplying facts that her readers would 
want to know but that wouldn’t seem out of 
place for the fi ctional recipients.

“It’s a different way to tell a story. The 
reader only knows what the writer knows,” 
Hughes said about the epistolary style. “The 
research was great fun, and crafting it was an 
interesting adventure.”

Hughes has some correspondence saved 
from later in Violet’s life, through which she 
was able to glean some important details, 
such as the address of the family home in 
London. Her research into the time period 
yielded some other valuable resources, 
such as a travel guide to Germany from 
1891 that included all the English train and 
boat schedules of the time. This allowed 
Hughes to track exactly which route Violet 
must have taken and the components of 
the journey.

Other aspects of the story are informed 
by accounts written by Leipzig Conserva-
tory students of the time. A student from 
New Zealand wrote a series of columns on 
his experiences for his home paper, and a 
group of students from Toronto did similar 
reporting for a Canadian music journal. 

Hughes did fi rst-hand research too. She 
travelled to the U.K. and to Germany, walk-
ing the streets of old Leipzig to ensure her 
geography was correct. She received great 
help from a pair of archivist librarians at 
the conservatory, who were able to dig up 
some of Violet’s actual course registrations 
and progress reports. 

One of the lovely outcomes of the writ-
ing project is how Hughes’ research has 
connected her with the grandmother she 
never knew. As a result of the book, she 

took up the violin fi ve years ago 
at age 70, studying fi rst with Joan 
Blackman and more recently with 
Carolyn Hatch. She now plays with 
the Salt Strings, an amateur string 
ensemble led by Paula Kiffner. Even 
more amazingly, through taking up 
the violin Hughes has acquired Vio-
let’s actual violin from her cousin 
Richard Welsman, and has been 
playing it ever since.

Audiences will have the chance 
to hear Hughes perform with the 
Salt Strings as part of the Nov. 27 
book launch. Books are available 
at local shops and as an e-book 
through Hughes’ blog, https://
imaginingviolet.blogspot.com.

MARY
HUGHES
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As part of an extensive regional technology upgrade, 
CREST is adding several new transmission sites 
across the Capital Region, including an emergency 
communications mono-pole proposed for installation 
at the Royal Canadian Legion in Ganges.

You may also learn more by visiting crest.ca/ganges
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ART REVIEW 

Solstice art show brings light to dark months
Show runs at Salt 
Spring Gallery 
through Dec. 29

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Gallery artists 
and guests are once again 
making sure islanders don’t 
get overwhelmed by dark-
ness this season by contrib-
uting special works to the 
signature fall/winter show.

While the days leading 
up to the winter solstice 
will only be getting shorter 
and darker, A Celebration of 
Light has plenty to dispel the 
gloom. Whether in literal 
fashion as creative lanterns, 
lamps and candelabras, or 
in paintings and photos that 
zap the November blahs 
with glimpses of summer’s 
celestial light, this show is a 
good way to stay cheerful 
with the 28 different artists 
involved.

Working to cast some lit-
eral light on the project is 
expert basket maker Mela-
nie Thompson, who has a 
couple of beautifully illumi-
nated woven pieces. Iris Pod 
Lamp is a particularly nice 

example with the dried pods 
on slender stems creating a 
rich, autumnal bouquet. 

Ceramics are natural ves-
sels for sheltering light. 
Sonja Barnard makes good 
use of this fact in a hanging 
lamp with slim cut-outs for 
the light to wink through 
and embellishments of 
beads, metal and crystals for 
extra shine, as well as her 
standing Solstice Sea Can-
delabra festooned with sea 
creatures. LeeAnn Norgard’s 
candle lanterns are crafted 
as delicately cut-out and 
sculpted forms inspired by 
nature, including a lovely 
seedpod piece in shades 
of chocolate and bronze. 
Norgard’s Intertidal Solstice 
Lantern is a stunning sphere 
marked with intricate ridg-
es and punch-holes, made 
more mysterious by the peri-
winkle shade.

Other artists at the show 
help repel the winter blues 
through wearable art. 
Ulrieke Benner’s voluminous 
nuno felted shawl in holly 
berry-red silk and merino 
wool will challenge anyone 
to feel gloomy, whether 
wearing it themselves or 
just enjoying the marvel-
lous colours and texture on 

another. The same goes for 
Ilse Leader’s knitted pieces, 
including a snug hood in 
soft plum with fluffy fringe 
in grey mohair encircling 
the face. Carol Newmeyer 

promotes a different kind 
of warmth with her Falling 
Leaves necklace and brace-
let, a cascading and rippling 
beaded design in typical fall 
leaf colours plus delicious 

accents of coral and pome-
granate.

Hanging pieces that cast a 
bright tone include Rachel 
Vadeboncoeur’s multime-
dia stained glass panel From 
Thrift to Treasure, with its 
border and accents in vivid 
carroty orange. Contrast-
ing tones in soft blues and 
greys suit the seashell motif, 
which appears in patterned 
tiles and a three-dimension-
al scallop form. Isabelle de 
Launiere tempts the mind 
back to summer with her 
photographs. Single flower 
heads are drenched in light, 
shown in partial view, close 
up and framed to allow a 
corner of black background. 
Her setting adds another 
nice element of contrast, 
with wide black frames and 
a matting that is embossed 
with a floral pattern. 

Cinda Helm’s acrylic 
painting Light Speed com-
bines subject matter and 
material, with an impres-
sionist scene of boats under 
sail painted onto stiff sail-
cloth. The scene is evoca-
tive of high vertical cliffs 
towering over the small 
boats, a splash of cerulean 
and green behind deeper 
blue waters. Dara Clayton’s 

untitled, abstract gouache 
paintings evoke an atmo-
sphere of warmth and mys-
tery, with swirls of amor-
phous colour set off with 
a few careful marks and 
forms. Katie Watt’s digital 
photograph Daydreamer 
also produces a feeling of 
timelessness. In one slightly 
transparent layer, a smiling 
young girl looks upward, 
her hands clasped around 
her face. The girl and the 
brick wall behind her are 
bathed in sunlight; another 
layer over top frames the 
image with a dark fringe of 
trees and bush.

There’s something to be 
said for embracing the sea-
son at hand, of course, and 
that’s sometimes easier to do 
with the added brightness 
that comes after a snowfall. 
Charming winter scenes at 
the show include Wendy 
Wickland’s accomplished oil 
painting Into the Woods. 
Lorne Shantz brings in a 
powerful view of nature in 
Tundra, a watercolour paint-
ing of a lone wolf resting in 
the snow under dark tree 
trunks. 

The solstice show contin-
ues at Salt Spring Gallery 
through Dec. 29.  

Photo by elizabeth nolan

Some of the works on display in the solstice show at Salt 
Spring Gallery through December. 

parkinn.com/vancouverca

Welcome! Comfortable rooms with balcony, fridge, microwave & free wifi.
Adjacent to VGH, close to Rogers Arena, BC Place & Granville Island.

Adding Colour to LifeSM

Park Inn & Suites by Radisson Vancouver, BC
898 West Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5Z1J8
T: +1 (604) 872 8661, F: +1 604872270
dtooley@parkinn-vancouver



Wed. � Nov. 21
  activities

Mother Goose.
Join Nomi and Hannah 
Wednesdays for Parent-
Child Mother Goose, with 
songs, rhymes and play-
time. Salt Spring Library. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. 

Youth Book Club.
Salt Spring Public Library. 
3:30 to 5 p.m.

Thu. � Nov. 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Open Mic at the 
Legion.
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Open Mic Night.
Thursdays at Moby’s Pub. 
8:30 to 11:45 p.m. 

  activities  
Library Book Club.
Free and open to all. 
This month’s pick is The 
Dovekeepers by Alice 
Hoffman. 1 to 3 p.m.

Book Launch for 
Collapse of a Country: 
A Diplomat’s Memoir 
of South Sudan.
With local author Nick 
Coghlan, who was the first 
Canadian diplomat to be 
posted to war-torn Sudan. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 
7 p.m.

Fri. � Nov. 23
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Costners.
Live music at Moby’s. 9 
p.m.

  activities  
Library StoryTime.
StoryTime is a great way 
to build early literacy skills, 
read new books and old 
favourites, and have fun 
with games, crafts, and 
more. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 11 a.m.

A Watershed 
Stewardship 
Community 
Presentation.
Golder Associates presents 
Monthly Groundwater 
Budget Analysis for 
Aquifers on Salt Spring 
Island at Lions Hall. 1 to 
3 p.m. 

Opening Reception: 
Artists From the 
Fringe.
Opening reception for 
month-long exhibition of 
work by Artists From the 
Fringe artists held during 
Wintercraft show and 
sale. Mahon Hall. 4 to 6 
p.m.

Gallery 8 – Christmas 
Exhibition of Small 
Works.
Opening reception for 10th 
anniversary show featuring 
all gallery artists. Gallery 8. 
5 to 8 p.m.

Fri. � Nov. 23
  activities

Youth Games Night.
Weekly drop-in games 
night. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 6:30 p.m. until 
late every Friday (except 
holidays).

Sat. � Nov. 24
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Viva Chorale! Dreams 
of the North.
Viva Chorale! choir pres-
ents Dreams of the North 
concert directed by Caroni 
Young, accompanied by 
Diana English and featur-
ing the Salt Spring String 
Quartet. All Saints By-the-
Sea. 7:30 p.m. 

Duo Corvi Early Music 
Ensemble.
One of Canada’s most cap-
tivating early music groups, 
specializing in the creative 
performance of music 
from 13th to 15th century 
Italy, Spain, and France. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

The wannaBeatles.
Live music at Moby’s. 9 p.m.

Sat. � Nov. 24
  activities  
WinterFaire.
The annual Salt Spring 
Island United Church’s 
WinterFaire event includes 
the Christmas Cafe featur-
ing hot lunch, upstairs and 
downstairs shopping for 
handicrafts, cash and carry 
treasures, Christmas and 
gluten-free baking and 
more. Salt Spring United 
Church.  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Earlybird Artisan & 
Collectibles Fair.
Christmas craft and gift 
fair at Meaden Hall. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Book Launch and 
Signing for Cooking 
With Friends.
Launch event for David 
Wood’s new book called 
Cooking For Friends, with 
photographs by Gillean 
Proctor. Fulford Hall. 2 to 
4 p.m.

Sun. � Nov. 25
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Viva Chorale! Dreams 
of the North.
See Saturday’s listing, 
except time is 2 p.m.

Sun. � Nov. 25
  activities  
Manon - The Royal 
Ballet.
Film screening of The Royal 
Ballet Covent Garden’s 
1982 production of Manon 
– starring Salt Spring’s 
own prima ballerina 
Jennifer Penney. ArtSpring. 
10 a.m. Entrance by dona-
tion to SSI Hospice.

Perspectives on 
Parenting: Supporting 
Health Nervous 
Systems. SS Public 
Library. 1 to 3 p.m.
WinterFaire.
See Saturday listing, except 
the time is from 11 a.m. to 
12 noon only. 

Mon. � Nov. 26
  activities  
Island Infants 
Discussion Group.
Drop-in for parents and 
babies with weekly speak-
ers. Family Place. 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Music Bingo.
Every Monday at Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 to 10 p.m.

Tue. � Nov. 27
  activities

Peace Circles in the 
Library.
A Salt Spring Restorative 
Justice Committee four-
Tuesday event featuring 
different guest facilitators 
each week. Salt Spring 
Public Library Program 
Room. 12 to 1 p.m. 
Today’s guest facilitator is 
Aaron Kipnis.

Book Launch: Mary 
Hughes and Imagining 
Violet.
Local writer Mary Hughes 
presents Imagining Violet, 
her first work of historical 
fiction. Epistolary for-
mat based on the life of 
Hughes’ paternal grand-
mother, who was born 
in 1875 and travelled on 
her own to audition at 
the prestigious Leipzig 
Conservatory at age 16. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 1 
to 3 p.m.

Preserving 
Groundwater Supplies 
on Salt Spring Island.
Talk by Islands Trust senior 
freshwater specialist 
William Shulba. Lions Hall. 
7:30 p.m., with doors open 
at 7 p.m. A Salt Spring 
Island Water Preservation 
Society event.

Wed. � Nov. 28
  activities  
UVic’s Michael Lines on 
Charlemagne and the 
Monks.
Speaker at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 p.m.

SSI Transportation 
Commission Meeting.
Regular business meeting 
date moved for this month. 
School Board office. 4:10 
p.m.

Film Screening: 
SGaawaay K’uuna 
(Edge of the Knife).
Salt Spring Film Festival 
hosts an unprecedented 
creation: a full-length 
film entirely in the Haida 
language, filmed in Haida 
Gwaii and inspired by oral 
history. Director Gwaii 
Edenshaw will answer 
questions after the film. 
ArtSpring. 7 p.m.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  The Fritz Cinema 

THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS — 
Runs Fri., Nov. 23 to Tues., Nov. 27 at 7 pm with 
an additional Sunday matinee at 3 pm. PG. 1 hr. 42 
min. Family-friendly humour and horror. A boy goes 
to his uncle’s house with a mysterious ticking clock.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Gallery 8 holds its 10th annual Christmas 
Exhibition of Small Works by all gallery artists 
beginning with an opening reception on Friday, 
Nov. 23 from 5 to 8 p.m.
• Artists From the Fringe exhibition and sale 
runs in the side room at Mahon Hall, with an 
opening reception on Friday, Nov. 23 from 4 to 
6 p.m. and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through Dec. 22. 
• A Celebration of Light: Solstice Show of work by 
Salt Spring Gallery members & special guests runs 
until Dec. 29. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Salt Spring Arts Council’s Wintercraft 
holiday season exhibition and sale opens at 
Mahon Hall this Friday, Nov. 23 and continues 
daily through Dec. 22 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Venter Gallery presents selected works from 
Deon Venter’s Last Supper / The Order of Things, 
and from Kathy Venter’s series Metanarrative / 
Life until Dec. 3. 
• A Love Story — 20 women explore telling love 
stories through a variety of art media, including 
mosaics, collage, mixed media, up-cycling, paint, 
photography, and words. ArtSpring gallery through 
Nov. 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is the sixth year that 
some of these women have exhibited together.
• Historic Fine Arts & Crafts by Ruckles and 
Neighbours, a display of decorative and useful 
items made to enrich the lives of early south Salt 
Spring farmers and their kin, shows in the Library 
program room through November. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Lorence Bryans shows digital art at T.J. Beans 
through November.
• Jerry Witmer holds an exhibit of paintings in 
the lobby of ArtSpring through November. 
• Auntie Pesto’s Cafe shows new work by 
Gabrielle Jensen.
• Kahsia Hartwell has photographs hanging at 
Country Grocer’s cafe. 

WinterFaire 
Christmas craft fair and more 

Salt Spring United Church 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

250-537-9221
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity

 to
 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tio
n Study Committe

e. “A
s tim

e contin
ues to pass 

the informatio
n recedes in people’s minds. I t

hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolutio

n of th
e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a re

ferendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendatio
n to

 th
e M

inistry of C
ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts a
nd painted faces fro

m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s F
amily Day event w

ith the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in

 Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in
 th

ree of th
e fo

ur com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  Ka n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how th
ey stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

natio
nal to

urnament fo
ur tim

es 

in th
e past, b

ut it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity to

 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tion Study Committe
e. “A

s tim
e contin

ues to pass 

the information recedes in people’s minds. I t
hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolution of th

e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a referendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendation to
 th

e M
inistry of C

ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts and painted faces fro
m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s Family Day event w
ith the Ta Daa Lady at M

ahon Hall M
onday are, fro

m left, O
rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in
 th

ree of th
e four com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  Ka n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how th
ey stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

national to
urnament fo

ur tim
es 

in the past, but it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.
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ISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFE • Remember When
• GISS column
• Star of the Week

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
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Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
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Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!
Copper is a handsome orange 
tabby who is currently in foster care 
learning how to live with humans as 
he was born to a feral mom. Shy and 
timid at fi rst, he slowly becomes a 
true cuddler once he feels safe and 
secure in his new environment. He 
could use a gentle hand and a quiet 
house that is understanding of his 
need to slowly become comfortable.

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123 

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years 

191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

O P E N  7  D A Y S  A  W E E K   G A N G E S  V I L L A G E  
S A LT  S P R I N G  I S L A N D

OLD 
SALTY

STORE

OLD OLD 

Your Christmas 
Headquarters

We have something for 
everyone on your list.

Stop in and check 
out our great gift 

selection. 
Many new items 
including local 

products.

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS 

Salt Spring fi refi ghter shares his experience
Patrick Byrne proud to 
be part of POC team

BYPATRICK BYRNE
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

It’s 3 a.m., and I am shocked out 
of my deep sleep by a loud, beeping 
alarm — my pager —  “Salt Spring 
first responders respond to 1234 
XYZ Road, fi rst response for cardiac 
arrest.”

I try to be as quiet as possible 
getting on my carefully laid-out 
clothes, always arranged before 
I go to bed. I do this so I don’t 
have to think about dressing as I 
feel my way around in the dark 
like I have done for so many 
late-night page-outs. 

I am trying my best not to 
wake my wife, but she too has 
been woken by the loud beep-
ing of the pager, her adrenalin 
racing just as much as mine. I 
kiss her and tell her not to worry, 
that everything will be fi ne, just 
go back to sleep. That is wish-
ful thinking because she will be 
restless and worrying for the 
duration of the call and until I 
am back safe lying in bed again. 
On some occasions, my children 
wake while I am gone and also 
become anxious because they 
know I have gone out on a call. 

I get back from the reality 
of the call: two completely dif-
ferent worlds to reconcile and 
to create a balance between. 
“Everything ok?” “Yes, fi ne, go 
to sleep.”

She eventually drifts off, and 
I lie awake. Eyes open, trying 
to fi nd the path back to sleep 
after having responded to the 
emergency. I have just spent 
several hours assisting someone 
to breathe, doing chest com-
pressions and listening to the 
anguish of family members as 
we try to revive their loved one. 
I think of the call, each moment, 
each action, and make a mental 
note of how I can improve on 
some things and how well other 
things went. 

I think about the debrief 
that we engage in after each 

traumatic call as I try to calm 
my breathing to relax myself 
enough to get some rest. It 
takes a lot of balance to man-
age all these aspects of one’s 
personal and emotional life to 
stay healthy in the face of such 
trying events.

This is the job of a POC or 
paid-on-call fi refi ghter. I prefer 
calling us Professionals On Call 
because that is what we are, 
well-trained professionals who 
respond in all conditions and at 
all hours helping people in need 
and serving this community.

How did it begin for me? Well, 
I had never thought of being 
a firefighter. It wasn’t one of 
those things I dreamed about 
doing as a child, so it all feels a 
bit surreal. I had moved to Salt 
Spring from Asia where I worked 
as a professional musician and 
event coordinator. It was a big 
change, for sure, and it took a 

bit of time getting used to the 
slower pace here. 

But, as time passed, I felt a 
very strong desire to stay here. 
The family was settled and 
happy, but I needed to find 
something to really connect me 
to the community. I had only 
been on Salt Spring for three 
years when I decided to respond 
to the recruitment poster for 
Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue 
(SSIFR) hanging on the fence at 
Hall 2 in Fulford. “Volunteers 
wanted!”  

I told myself, if I can get into 
SSIFR and make a meaningful 
contribution to the communi-
ty, that would be the impetus, 
the anchor, to keep us here. So, 
at 50 years old I fi lled out the 
application, got all the necessary 
tests and checks, submitted my 
paperwork and waited. I got a 
call to show up for the physical 
tryout in three weeks and began 
to train.

There were three other candi-
dates at Hall 2 waiting in antici-
pation for the tryout, nervous 
and excited and wondering, I am 
sure, what “the old guy” was 
doing there. We all did well, sup-
ported each other, and passed on 
to the next phase, which was an 
interview. I got in and embarked 
on one of the most rewarding 
endeavours of my life.

I wasn’t sure what to expect 
at fi rst, but soon realized that 
SSIFR is a full-service department 
where firefighters are trained 
to the National Fire Protection 
Association 1001 standard (the 
standard for all North American 
fi refi ghters). 

I was thrilled and threw myself 

into the experience complete-
ly. I was mentored by all of the 
senior members who answered 
all my hundreds of questions 
and went out of their way to 
show me how to operate this 
and to tie that. I was humbled by 
the teamwork and camaraderie.

I trained hard, studied hard 
and began to do regular cross 
training to improve my physi-
cal ability, which is essential 
in a job that is very physically 
demanding. My first structure 
fi re was one of the most physi-
cally demanding experiences of 
my life. I was drained after it.

It was very important to 
become extremely profi cient in 
all the skills that are required to 
do this job well. It meant train-
ing in a wide variety of areas, 
including first aid, auto extri-
cation, rope rescue  and water 
rescue skills. It also required 
learning how to drive large fi re 
apparatus and operate the fi re 
pumps that are complicated 
and require knowledge of math 
formulas on friction, psi calcu-
lations and flow rates. By the 
time you have learned all this, 
it is time to go back again and 
refresh all the skills. Training is 
constant and necessary to main-
tain a high level of skill. 

These amazing men and 
women of the POC team main-
tain these skills while holding 
down day jobs and, in many 
cases, raising families as well. 
They represent such a profound 
and admirable dedication to this 
community, and it is with excep-
tional gratitude that I stand 
proud as a member of this out-
standing team. Thank you!

ISLANDS TRUST

Patrick elected to Trust executive
Peter Luckham returns as 
Trust Council chair

Salt Spring will once again have good 
representation on the Islands Trust’s 
governing body, with incoming trustee 
Laura Patrick elected as a vice-chair of 
the Trust executive on Nov. 8.

During its fi rst meeting since the local 
government elections in October, the 
Islands Trust Council elected a chair and 
three vice-chairs to form the Islands 
Trust Executive Committee for the 2018-
2020 term. Peter Luckham from Thetis 
Island was elected to his second term 
as Trust Council chair. Sue Ellen Fast of 
the Bowen Island Municipality and Dan 
Rogers of the Gambier Island Local Trust 
Area were also elected to vice-chair 
positions.

“It is such an honour to be elected 
by Trust Council to once again serve 
as chair of the Islands Trust Council,” 
Luckham said on his re-election. “I look 

forward to working with the new vice-
chairs who were chosen this morning 
from amongst a group of worthy can-
didates. 

“During the presentations, we heard 
the impassioned voices of trustees who 
are eager to tackle the important issues 
we face including affordable housing, 
climate change, and environmental sus-
tainability. The beginning of a new term 
of offi ce represents a time of renewal 
for the Islands Trust but we remain, as 
always, committed to preserving and 
protecting these precious islands in the 
Salish Sea for all British Columbians.”

Executive member duties include serv-
ing as chairs of the 12 local Trust com-
mittees. Luckham was re-appointed 
chair of the Salt Spring LTC, a position 
he held during the previous term.

Patrick will chair the North and South 
Pender, Saturna and Thetis LTCs.

The fi rst meeting of the Salt Spring 
LTC is scheduled to take place at Lions 
Hall on Thursday, Dec. 6. 

PHOTO COURTESY SSIFR

Salt Spring fi refi ghter Patrick 
Byrne.

gulfislandsdriftwood.com



Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 	 island life� WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2018 |  19

healthy LIFESTYLE

www.mindfulselfdiscovery.com

Self-Compassion Break Over 
the Holidays

The holiday season can be a mixed bag for many 
of us.  It is a time to gather with loved ones to 
socialise and celebrate with good cheer.  And, as 
most of us already know, the holidays can become 
stressful when we get busy, wanting to create a 
pleasant experience for more than one person at 
the same time!  We can feel torn and begin to 
suffer, experiencing higher levels of self-criticism 
and stress.

Free prescription delivery 
Monday - Friday

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6  /  Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Weekly Classes
Rejuventating Retreats

SSI - Tofino - Tuscany - Bali

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 

Taking a break for yourself and cultivating an 
attitude of self-compassion can help.  Marcia 
is offering an introductory workshop in Mindful 
Self-Compassion on Saturday, the 8th of December 
from 10-1 where you can learn skills to be kinder 
to yourself and reduce stress.  It is easier than you 
think!

To access free guided Mindful Self-Compassion 
meditations and info about the 8-week Mindful 
Self-Compassion course starting in February 
2019 go to: www.mindfulselfdiscovery.com

Five years ago
• Regulation changes 

about who could grow med-
ical marijuana was a poten-
tial boon for Salt Spring 
farmers. The changes said 
that permitted users would 
no longer be able to grow 
their own and must source 
from licensed producers. 
Salt Spring’s fallow agricul-
tural lands had the potential 
to become a leading source 
of island revenue.  Health 
Canada expected the num-
ber of people using medi-
cal marijuana in Canada to 
reach 450,000 by 2024. 

10 years ago
• A rough count deter-

mined that Salt Spring was 
home to the second highest 
number of homeless peo-
ple per capita compared to 
other communities in the 
Lower Mainland and south-
ern Vancouver Island. Com-
munity Services staff and 
volunteers from the United 
Church confirmed that Salt 
Spring’s temporary cold-
weather shelter would be 
up and running. 

20 years ago 
• Salt Spring Island bars 

faced a smoking ban, which 
had some pub owners wor-
ried about the future. The 
effects of separating smok-
ing and drinking in pub-
lic places were unknown, 
and different owners had 
different views of the 
problem. The owners of 
the Vesuvius inn believed 
they would lose 35 to 45 
per cent of their business 
after the ban, but the 
owner of Moby’s Marine 
Pub felt that his customers 
wouldn’t disappear. 

• Local rock climbers 
thought that Mount Ever-
est was too easy for them 
and decided to take on 
the highest peak in the 
Solar System: Mars’ Olym-
pus Mons. However, with 
interplanetary travel still 
years away, the climb-
ers had to complete their 
ascent by tallying up their 
total climbs on the Gan-
ges climbing wall. Olym-
pus Mons rises 21,287 
metres above the planet’s 
mean radius (sea-level is 
not applicable on the dry 
planet), dwarfing Everest’s 
8,848 metres above sea 
level. Climbing the equiv-
alent of Olympus Mons 
would take 3,520 ascents 
of the 24-foot climbing 
wall. The climb was to raise 

money for the Challenge 
Program for Youth, and 30 
to 40 climbers participated. 

30 years ago
• A decision was made 

to include condoms for 
sale in roughly one-third 
of 400 cigarette machines 
t h r o u g h o u t  Va n c o u -
ver Island. The condoms 
were not available in Salt 
Spring vending machines, 
which were operated by 
a different company. The 
owner of the local vend-
ing machine company was 
not interested in putting 
condoms in Salt Spring’s 
machines, saying, “I don’t 
think it would be a very 
worthwhile venture for 
us.”

• Valdy released a sin-
gle condemning the trade 
deal between Canada and 
the United States. His song 
“Living Next to a Candy 
Store” was released in con-
junction with the Council 
of Canadians, one of the 
major opponents of the 
deal.  

40 years ago
• A man from Mayne 

Island was charged with 
breaking and entry when 
he was discovered in the 
kitchen of Rita’s Inn in 
Ganges at 10 p.m. The 

man walked in the back 
door, which had been left 
unlocked, and ate a baked 
potato before he was dis-
covered. The restaurant 
was closed at the time of 
the incident.

50 years ago 
• “It will not be too long 

before there is no agri-
culture left on Salt Spring 
Island,” suggested super-
intendent of Farmers’ Insti-
tutes, L.W. Johnson when 
he was addressing the Salt 
Spring Island Farmers’ Insti-
tute at a banquet honour-
ing two local farmers. He 
described the “sharp con-
trast between the island 
of today with subdividing 
going on in every direc-
tion and the island of yes-
teryear, when lamb and 
butter made Salt Spring 
famous.”

Not all was lost, how-
ever. Another speaker at 
the event was P.G. James, 
an agricultural consultant 
for the islands. James dis-
cussed the potential for 
specialty crops to be grown 
on the island, including his 
own Sunrise tomato and a 
special breed of lavender. 

“You will see the Gulf 
Islands come back to the 
specialty crop until is it 
known the world over,” he 
said.

photo by gail sjuberg

ON TOP OF IT: Lucas Segura keeps boxes of books tidy 
as part of his volunteering duties at the Giant Book & 
Jewellery Sale at the Farmers’ Institute on Sunday. The 
three-day, Salt Spring Literacy Society fundraiser saw 
more than 2,000 people come to the institute hall to 
buy bargain books and jewellery, and to enjoy a BBQ and 
refreshments provided by the Salt Spring Rotary Club. 

WHEN
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BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE 
Book your classifi eds online - open 24 hours a day

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassifi ed.com

Classifi eds 250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM  •  OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

PLACE AN AD:
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT: 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 

appear on-line at
www.bcclassifi ed.com

Auto ads also listed on line at 
www.bcautocentral.com

All ads are posted to BCClassifi ed.com

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS: 

3 line rate $16.75 - 
additional lines $1.00 ea

DISPLAY ADS: 
$14.00 per col. inch
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      Supported by

250-537-2770
saltspringhospice.org

Revering life, 
honouring 
its endings.

Simon Hielko 
Camping 

We are so sad to announce that our 
Husband, Father, Opa and Great Opa, Simon 
Hielko Camping passed away on November 
7, 2018 after a lengthy illness.

He was born in Dokkum, Netherlands on 
February 3, 1928 and moved to Leeuwarden 
with his family in 1936 where he followed 
his education and went on to Nautical 
College. He became a Merchant Marine 
Officer and made his first sailing trips 
along the eastern coast of North and South 
America. From 1949 to 1952, he worked as 
a cartographer in the Indonesian archipelago.   Upon his return to 
the Netherlands, he married the love of his life, Anna Simona Verra.

In 1954, they emigrated to Canada, where he found deep 
connection with the unspoiled wilderness of western Canada, with 
her majestic Rocky Mountains, and poetic Pacific Rim.

He instilled this awe for nature in his two daughters, Geraldine 
and Elizabeth, as they hiked and skied the foothills and mountains 
with their extended family and friends, through all seasons, any 
chance they could.

Combining this reverence for the wild world with his steady and 
artistic hand, Simon began to paint the mountains, and later the 
rugged Pacific coast.  As he retired from Shell, he made his art into 
a full time career.  

In 1981, they moved to Salt Spring Island to be closer to his 
daughter, grandchildren, and later great grandchildren.   Here, he 
continued to paint and share his wonder for life with his family and 
all those whose lives he touched.

He will be greatly missed by his wife Anna Camping, Daughters 
Geraldine Camping (Don Fisher) and Elizabeth Camping, 
Grandchildren Hanna Munneke (Hughson Welch), Christopher 
Munneke (Ladyme Munneke), Simon Munneke, Emile Pellerin 
and Delphine Pellerin; and Great Grandchildren Keshua, Levi and 
Zyah Welch and Annacacia Munneke, and his extended family and 
greater community in Saltspring, Calgary and the Netherlands. 

Heartfelt thanks to Sue for all you have done for us, and to our 
Friends and Neighbours, the Home Care Nurses, Beacon Community 
Caregivers, the Paramedics, the Nurses and Staff of Lady Minto 
Hospital, and the Hospice Society Volunteers. All of you helped to 
make Simon’s last years much more comfortable.  Special thanks to 
Dr. Beaver for your kind and attentive care. 

A celebration of life will be held for Simon at the Salt Spring 
United Church on December 2nd at 1pm.  A reception and graveside 
service will follow.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Lady Minto 
Hospital foundation.  

“The unspoiled wildness of nature is a reflection of the 
one who created it. The wonder of life — the brilliance 

of colour, the violence of a storm, the starkness 
of winter, the solitude — is a religious experience 

made touchable.”    ~ Simon Camping

THOMAS EDWARD FLEMONS
September 19, 1953 to November 4, 2018

Tom Flemons raised his sail, 
tightened the sheet, and headed 
for the sunset November 4th, 
2018 to explore what he once 
called “the really big tensegrity.”

Tom possessed an incessant 
drive to draw, sculpt, and create. 
For Tom, interdisciplinarity was 
a beautiful and effortless habit 
of mind, a boundless curiosity that happily roamed 
the universe, paired with the discipline to explore 
any subject he chose to an exacting degree, whether 
it was a meta-theory of the I Ching during his days at 
SFU, tensegrity (both in the abstract and as a mode of 
understanding living structures), or the microbiology 
that accompanied his illness. Whatever he undertook, 
he approached with the playfulness of a boy, the 
intellectual scope of a polymath, and the rigour of a 
scientist. What he leaves behind is a trove, or should 
we call it a tensegrity, of interconnected ideas and 
experiments, along with some fi ve million human 
infants touched by his toy, the Skwish.

During the diffi cult months of his illness, he was 
lovingly supported by his community of friends on Salt 
Spring Island. He is survived by a devoted family—
his wife, Jane Squier and family Kip (Lauren), Julia 
(Jeremiah), Anna (Doudou), and grandson Muabilay; 
his father, Don (Isabel), and brothers, Douglas 
(Shelley) and Ward; his nieces and nephews, Kristin, 
Eric, Fraser, Jenna, Laurèn, Yohannes, and Faven; and 
his great grand nieces, Ava and Alyssa. He was pre-
deceased by his mother, Elizabeth Jean.

Special thanks to Dr. Ron Reznick and the nurses 
and staff of Lady Minto Hospital for their outstanding 
care.

Tom’s legacy will live in the form of his toys, 
his contributions to bio-tensegrity and robotics 
design, and his company, Intension Designs. A 
permanent online archive is in development at http://
intensiondesigns.ca/

Donations in Tom’s name can be made to Coast 
Protectors British Columbia and the Lady Minto 
Hospital Foundation.

Please visit his online memorial site at: http://
intensiondesigns.ca/remembering-tom/

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE
IMMUNIZATION CLINIC INFO
The best way to protect yourself and your family from
infl uenza (the fl u) this season is to get immunized.

Friday November 23rd, 2018 • 10-2pm
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road

Visit viha.ca/fl u for more information
If you are not eligible please contact your family physician 
or local pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost.

 

 
Protect yourself and your loved ones by getting a flu shot.  
 
If you are eligible for a free flu shot, please bring your CareCard to the 
following local Influenza Clinic: 
 
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road  
November 3rd from 10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
Get a flu shot from your pharmacist or physician at your 
convenience  

· visit immunizebc.ca/clinics/flu/  
· call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1 
· visit viha.ca/flu to find out if you are eligible for a FREE flu shot 

 
If you are not eligible please contact your family physician or local 
pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost. 

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE 
 

FLU CLINIC INFORMATION 

In Memoriam

Coming EventsObituaries Obituaries Obituaries Obituaries

Legal Notices

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US Entry 
Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540 

accesslegalmjf.com

Business 
Opportunities

Davison

Education/Trade 
Schools

MEDICAL 
TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have 

work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 

you need from an 
employer-trusted 
program. Visit: 

CareerStep.ca/MT 
or 1-855-768-3362 to 
start training for your 
work-at-home career

 today!

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? Unem-
ployed? Need Money? We 
Lend! If you own your    own 
home - you  qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Coming Events

Medical Health

Get up to $50,000 from the 
Government of 

Canada. Do you or someone 
you know have any of these 
Conditions? ADHD, Anxiety, 
Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, 
COPD, Depression, Dia-
betes, Diffi culty Walking, 

Fibromyalgia, Irritable Bow-
els, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and Hundreds 

more. ALL Ages & Medical 
Conditions Qualify. 

CALL 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

BENEFITS 
1-(800)-211-3550 
For Your Free No 

Obligation Information 
Package TODAY.

Computer Services

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for 

troubleshooting, software & 
networking support.  We do 

house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Concrete & Placing

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

Coming Events

Drafting & Design
Helset Design

Auctions

BUD HAYNES & WARD’S 
PREMIER 

Firearms Auction. 
Saturday, December 8 at 10 
AM.  11802-145 Street, Ed-

monton, 
Alberta. Over 800 lots - On-
line bidding Antique & Mod-
ern Firearms. Check web-
site. To consign, call Linda 
Baggaley 403-597-1095, 

Brad 780-940-8378. 
www.budhaynesauc-

tions.com; www.wardsauc-
tions.com.

United Church 

WinterFaire
Enjoy one-stop 

Christmas shopping,  
hot lunch, gifts galore, 

silent auction, 
handicrafts, 

& plenty more!

Sat. nov. 24th 9am-2pm
111 Hereford ave.

Misc. for Sale

SAWMILLS from only 
$4,397 - MAKE MONEY & 
SAVE MONEY with your 

own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. 

In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info & DVD: www.Norwood-

Sawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT.
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CALLING ALL SALT SPRING BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY 
GROUPS: GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

DriftwoodDriftwood

SATURDAY, DEC. 1

GROUPS: GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL

Christmas Light-Up
             

DECORATING CONTEST

CATEGORIES: 
• Best All Round 

• Best Use of Lights  
• Most Creative 

• People’s Choice

PRIZES & RIBBONS 
AWARDED:

First Place $100* 
Second Place $75*

People’s Choice Award $150*
*In ad credits with the Driftwood

Decorate your store or offi  ce, using your imagination & creativity - any way you like!

To enter the contest or to vote for your 
favourite in the People’s Choice Award, 
email news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com.

                 DECORATING CONTEST
Storage

Business for Sale
Sooke Cedar Hot Tub 
Manufacturer For Sale

Forest Lumber & Cooperage 
is a local artisan manufactur-
er of cedar barrel hot tubs, 
water   cisterns, and saunas. 
The owner has over 40 
years in the cedar     busi-
ness and would like to retire 
and facilitate a smooth tran-
sition to a new owner. Ask-
ing $350,000. For more      
information visit https:// fo-
restlumber.com/ or e-mail 
admin@nexstage.ca

GISS 

High school 
improv season 
gets rolling
CyberScorpions team makes 
underwater robots 

Three months in and the Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School year is off to a busy start.

GISS Improv recently performed at the 
South Island Exhibition Rounds in Esquimalt, 
along with four other teams from the region. 
The Improv team is made up of six members, 
four returning improvisers from last year’s 
national runner-ups and two new members. In 
January, GISS will be competing in the South 
Island Junior Tournament that takes place at 
St. Margaret’s School in Duncan.

In other news, the Gulf Islands School of 
Performing Arts has started planning for their 
annual show, which will be presented in April. 
The music department is honing skills and 
developing new pieces for their music show 
taking place at ArtSpring on Jan. 22. 

On the technology side, the GISS robotics 
department is another exciting group that has 
recently acquired three new 3D printers, which 
have been used in both the 3D design classes 
and by the robotics team. This year the Cyber-
Scorpions are designing underwater robots, 
also known as ROVs. They are currently in the 
design process and have already built a thrust-
er. The team has 10 students and by the end 
of the school year expects to have three ROVs. 

GISS is also home to a large art studio in 
which three mixed-level art classes are cur-
rently working on their show, Please Touch 
the Art. The show will open on Jan. 10 at 
Mahon Hall. On Jan. 18, there will be a closing 
party starting at 7 p.m. and running till 9:30. 
The closing party will feature a fashion show, 
displaying student pieces. The show is open to 
the public with food and drinks supplied by 
Moonshine Mama and other local businesses. 
Entrance is by donation. 

As far as individual students go, Grade 11 
student Sean Close has recently won over 
$100,000 from competing in various Fortnite: 
Battle Royale competitions. Fortnite is a video 
game that was released in 2017 by Epic Games. 
In the latest tournament, on Oct. 28, Sean and 
his team came in fi fth place out of 50 competi-
tors. He is currently signed to Ghost Gaming, a 
North American eSport organization.

And fi nally, the senior boys soccer team made 
it to the North Islands tournament, where they 
beat Wellington and Ballenas. Their victories 
sent them to the Vancouver Island Champion-
ships, where their season ended in a long, 
tough game against Brentwood. While the 
soccer team’s season ended with a hard-fought 
loss, the senior boys volleyball team won the 
north Vancouver Island tournament without 
dropping a single set and the junior boys team 
won the mid-islands tournament.

All in all, it’s shaping up to be an eventful 
year at GISS. 

Reign Ackerley is a Grade 11 GISS student 
who will be reporting regularly from the high 
school. 

Reign 
Ackerley
THIS MONTH 

GISS

Winterfaire
The annual Salt Spring Island United 

Church’s WinterFaire event runs at the 
church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 24 and from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Sunday, Nov. 25. It’s a one-stop Christmas 
shopping affair at 111 Hereford Ave. in 
downtown Ganges. 

Islanders are invited to get into the 
holiday spirit by enjoying the Christmas 
Cafe featuring a hot lunch of traditional 
tourtiere or homemade bagels and 
salmon while listening to music. 

Then shop upstairs and down for 
handicrafts, cash-and-carry treasures, 
Christmas and gluten-free baking, frozen 
soups and assorted breads, jams and fruit 

Out + About is a compilation of items 
about upcoming events on Salt Spring.

+ ABOUT+ ABOUT

Pets Remembered

Farewell
my friend and 

loyal companion
Trixie.

08-20-2006 to 
11-14-2018

=<

REDUCE
RECYCLE

R

R

REUSE

cakes. There’s also a silent auction, 
and even a kids-only shopping area 
and fi shing pond.

Perspectives on 
Parenting

This winter Salt Spring Island Public 
Library invites islanders to join in a 
new parenting series. Starting on 
Nov. 25 from 1 to 3 p.m., the theme 
this year is Supporting Healthy 
Nervous Systems.

Guest speakers will offer practical 
and positive support to families raising 
children in this internet infl uenced 
and digitally dominated age from a 
wide variety of perspectives. 

The fi rst talk is with Amber Wood, 
a practitioner of functional medicine 
who will look at ways to work with 
addiction to devices. Further dates 
occur from December through 
February.

Childcare is provided. Please contact 
the library information desk, at 250-
537-4666 or info@saltspringlibrary.
com to register.

Film Festival screens 
Haida feature

The stunning film SGaawaay 
K’uuna (Edge of the Knife) will be 
shown Wednesday, Nov. 28, 7 p.m. at 
ArtSpring.

Salt Spring Film Festival is honoured 
to host the unprecedented creation: a 
full-length fi lm entirely in the Haida 
language, fi lmed in Haida Gwaii and 
inspired by oral history. They also 
welcome director Gwaii Edenshaw, 
who will answer questions after the 
fi lm.

Concert band presents 
Tales of Old

Salt Spring Concert Band presents 
Tales of Old, a diverse array of 
modern and traditional repertoire, at 
ArtSpring on Friday, Nov. 3.  Audiences 
will experience musical evocations of 
fantastic and familiar creatures, such 
as the unicorn, fi rebird, thunderbird 
and hawk. See the full story in next 
week’s Driftwood. 
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Something for everyone on your list

Stocking Stuffers 
& Gift Ideas
New Stock in Weekly

❆  LED Flashlights
❆  Tire Chains
❆  Winterization 

Items
❆  Car Audio 

Accessories                    
❆  Headlight 

Upgrades
❆  Tool Kits
❆  and much more!!

Saltspring
106 Jackson ave. 250-537-5507
Hours: MonDAY-FriDAY 7:30-6pM, 
sAturDAY 8-5pM

Are you a former resident  
of Woodlands? 

If you were a resident of Woodlands, also known 
as Woodlands Institution and Woodlands School, 
in New Westminster, B.C., you may be eligible for 
a payment from the provincial government.

People who resided at Woodlands prior to 
August 1, 1974 will receive $10,000 in an ex-
gratia payment. In addition, people who resided 
in Woodlands after August 1, 1974 will receive 
up to a maximum of $10,000.

The process to determine eligibility is very simple. 
To apply, you or your guardian or caregiver can 

call toll free 1 888 523-7192 or email 
woodlands.care.facility.residents@gov.bc.ca.

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
www.sunstarastrology.com   |   sunstarastrology@gmail.com

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
That saying, ‘go big or go home’ is 
strongly in� uenced by Sagittarian 
enthusiasm and is especially 
strong for you now. Yet, there is 
also a sober balancing principle 
coming from Capricorn, as well. On 
one hand, you are eager to explore 
new territory. Alternatively, you 
yearn to feel secure and may opt to 
venture out while cozy at home via 
a good book.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
This is a time of returns. If 
you have been diligent and 
wise, these will come about as 
blessings. Negatively, you could 
be confronted with a big bill. 
Meanwhile, a rebellious urge 
is pushing you to explore new 
territory or to simply do your thing 
your way despite what others may 
want or say. It may feel that you 
have entered the next major phase.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
In the foreground, an expansive 
social time includes travel and 
adventure. In the background, deep 
changes are churning and can be 
understood as transformational. 
The status quo is changing quickly 
now both inside and out. Positively, 
inspirations to cultivate your talents 
are active. Negatively, you want to 
escape and have a fresh start.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
The time has come to activate 
needed changes in your usual 
lifestyle patterns. To succeed, 
you will have to push through 
inertia and tendencies to evade 
all responsibility. In some respects, 
you may feel called to explore new 
possibilities and/or to embark 
upon the next great chapter. In any 
case, courage and commitment are 
required.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
An expansive creative cycle 
continues. This includes the 
inspiration and con� dence that 
supports taking risks. In some 
respects, this is a call to surrender 
to a higher power. This could come 
in the form of collective thinking 
and attitudes. It remains important 
to be willing and ready to engage in 
a steady learning curve. In whatever 
way you must, pay your dues.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Your con� dence levels have begun 
to rise. This trend will continue 
for quite a while. It will activate 
practical thinking and action. 
The biggest challenge may come 
down to making clear choices and 
decisions. Indecision can prove to 
a subtle yet pervasive enemy that 
drains one’s vitality. Intend to swim 
against any current of resistance, 
deliberately.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
A summons to service beyond 
what you might otherwise choose 
has been sounded. Positively, it 
includes a new sense of purpose. 
It also includes new levels of 
authority yet responsibility too. You 
may even feel a little intimidated 
by what is involved and required 
of you. In the short term, the pace 
is busy and you may have to take 
extra care of your health.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Seeing a bigger picture is a central 
theme these days. This may include 
learning to decipher what is and 
accessing your higher mind. This 
can be understood as intuition, 
which is qualitatively di� erent 
than instinct or reason. Intuition 
can be understood as the voice of 
the heart and can literally be felt 
in that area, as opposed to the gut.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
An expansive cycle is underway, 
but it will also include a lot of 
changes. These will be of the sort 
that will require you to simply 
surrender. If you have a pattern 
of trying too hard to control the 
outcome of events, it might prove 
wise to start practicing surrender 
now. This does not mean let go of 
the steering wheel; just go with 
the tra�  c � ow.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Learning to be more empathetic 
and conscientious with the 
signi� cant people in your life 
is important now. If you have 
experienced disappointments and 
are feeling sorry for yourself, you 
are likely an energetic drain to 
others. This can be understood as 
a downward spiral. If things are 
� owing well, this is a call to make 
them even better and by doing so 
the rewards will be great.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
You may notice that the current 
of late has grown stronger and 
is moving faster. Positively, this 
includes making more money. 
As well, it is also pushing you to 
cultivate your skills and talents. 
Adapting to the new pace can 
best occur by establishing a steady 
pace, albeit one that is moving 
faster than it has for some time.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Balancing inspiration with 
perspiration is the timeless reality. 
Even the prospect of working 
smarter than harder requires extra 
e� ort. Mars in your sign now and for 
the coming several weeks signi� es 
the opportunity to establish a new 
momentum and even to take new 
leads and directions. Success more 
than ever now requires clarity and 
organization.

Sagittarius time has begun. With Jupiter there and Mercury too, we can expect 
the heat to rise, in association with this archetype. This is even more so given that 
they will form an almost exact triple conjunction this week, especially on December 
26th. Already, the union has begun and it will produce a strong afterglow as well. 
Generally, this will manifest as a heightened wave of enthusiasm and/or of extremist 
attitudes and actions… If you have planets situated anywhere between 2 and 8 
degrees of any sign, but of Sagittarius, Pisces, Gemini, and Virgo, especially, you will 
feel and experience this king wave of energy. Positively, it could manifest as inspiration, 
optimism, and opportunity. Negatively, the e� ects could be sensation, cynicism, and 
fanaticism. Mars in Pisces in close square could activate new levels of sel� essness and 
heroism or a strong urge to retreat and escape. Harnessing this energy in a conscious 
and deliberate manner could produce great results. As ever, free will plays a role, which 
is best expressed as compliance with your destiny. While this may occur intuitively, 
astrology o� ers a great opportunity to be aware and engage consciously.

THIS WEEK’S  by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE

All Sew Sewing 
Machine Repairs
We service every brand, 
industrial and domestic.

Call Bill the 
Sewing Machine Guy Today!

(250) 888 0887 Bill Murray

    GULF ISLANDS

Interesting Wedding Photo 
or Wedding Story?
The Driftwood’s annual Wedding Planner is being prepared 
and we are looking for interesting and historic original 
photographs from our readers.

Submit with pertinent information 
by November 23rd to the 
Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2V3. 
Email: 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Why does communication fail?

“The single biggest problem in communi-
cation is the illusion that it has taken place.”   
George Bernard Shaw

There are some subtle habits we often fall 
into that prevent us from understanding each 
other when we communicate. These habits 
are recognized as being barriers or blocks to 
effective listening. As we become aware of 
them, we are able to use our listening skills 
rather than default to their use. This allows the 
person speaking the space to express thoughts 
more clearly and fully. As the listener, you will 
feel the ease of simply being present and you 
will really hear what they have to say.

Be aware of the following common com-
munication blocks:

Advising: We think we know the nature 
of the problem the person is describing and 
then we jump in quickly to offer advice. We 
may say things like “If I were you I would…” 

or “You should ...” While we usually have the 
best intentions, the speaker often just wants 
to be heard. As a rule of thumb, give advice 
only when you are asked.

Judging: This occurs so naturally that as 
listeners we are often unaware of making 
judgments. We may fi nd ourselves making 
judgments based on previous interactions 
with that individual. “I have heard this a hun-
dred times.”

Mind Reading: When we hear ourselves say-
ing, “I know what they really mean,” it’s a clue 
that we are over-thinking and not listening. 

Rehearsing: We fi nd ourselves rehearsing 
in our mind what we are going to say next in 
order to demonstrate our own knowledge of 
the topic.

Story Telling: When we share a similar 
experience, we believe we are demonstrating 
effective listening technique. In fact the oppo-
site is true. “I remember when I ...” is better 
left out of active listening.

Other impediments to active listening 
include comparing, consoling, dismissing, 
derailing, downplaying, educating, fi xing, jok-
ing and sympathizing.

In the coming weeks, be mindful of your 
own listening habits, try letting the blocks go, 
and appreciate a shift in the quality of your 
communication and connection.

SALT 
SPRING St�r  

of the WEEK 
Elvin Shoolbraid

Elvin is a Grade 8 student 
in the Middle Years Shared 
Ecological Education Centre 
(MYSEEC) program at Salt 
Spring Middle School. He 
has lived his entire life so 
far on Salt Spring and was 
born “halfway up Mount 
Maxwell.”

Elvin is part of the SIMS 
band program studying 
bass and guitar. His other 
interests include friends, 
d r a w i n g ,  a c a d e m i c s , 
education and literacy, 
phys i c s ,  and  sur f ing , 
especially. 

Laura Dafoe
LET’S 

TALK

What is this?
Where is this?

Can you identify 
this spot on Salt 
Spring Island? 
Send your answer 
to news@gulfi s-
landsdriftwood.
com or drop off a 
paper copy to the 
Driftwood offi ce. 

WE ALMOST had a winner last 
week:  Joi Freed-Garrod knew the 
photo was of rings on a jungle 
gym but assumed it was the set at 
Portlock Park her granddaughter 
loves. It is in fact the set at Salt 
Spring Elementary. We are tricky!  

Readers are welcome to submit their photographs of objects or Salt Spring places 
for “What is This? Where is This?” Email JPEGs to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.
com or drop in to the Driftwood offi ce with your pics or ideas.
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250.537.9917 #3-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

Now is the time 
to mail out your 

personalized 
calendars, cards 

and mugs!

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop

600 Beddis Road

Sale On Now Through November 25th Only At:

Information & dealers: 1-855-PEI-PANS or www.meyercanada.ca. Not all locations open Sunday. Find our factory sale flyer online at reebee.com

Win a trip for two to Prince Edward Island including a 3-night stay at 
The Inn at Bay Fortune and Chef Michael Smith’s world-renowned culinary 
dining experience, FireWorks Feast. Also, there are fi ve (5) Meyer cookware 
sets to be won! Visit www.meyercanada.ca/contest to enter.

71% OFF! 10pc Meyer Accolade cookware set.
Made from 18/10 stainless steel and featuring an impact bonded, 
encapsulated base for even heat distribution and retention that is 
safe for all modern kitchens, including induction. 
Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, 3L saucepans, 
5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 
24cm stainless steel frying 
pan, and 4 lids. 
List: $849.99

$239.99

LI
M
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ED

 LI
FETIME WARRANTY

GARANTIE LIMITÉE À
 V

IE

DOOR CRASHER - SAVE 80%!
20cm Meyer Classic Series fry pan. 
List: $99.99

$19.99

UP TO 61% OFF!
Meyer Accolade stainless steel fry pans 
with granite non-stick coating. 
20cm - List: $129.99 Now $49.99
24cm - List: $139.99 
Now $59.99
28cm - List: $149.99 
Now $69.99

70% OFF! Frigidaire 
14”x10” (35.5cm x 25cm) 
non-stick roaster 
with rack. 
List: $169.99

$49.99

UP TO 50% OFF! 
A wide selection of Frigidaire 
Original bakeware. 

Starting at

$7.99
SAVE UP TO 57%!
Monet French press coffee makers. 
3 cup - List: $69.99
Now $29.99
8 cup - List: $99.99
Now $49.99
12 cup - List: $129.99 
Now $69.99

70% OFF! 14pc Frigidaire cookware 
set. Durable aluminum construction with 
tempered glass lids. 
List: $499.99

$149.99

Chef 
Michael Smith

Downtown Ganges
140 Fulford-Ganges Road

250-537-5882

SPORTS + RECREATION
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  
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SOCCER

Wartime soccer recalled
Cancelled game gives reporter 
time to refl ect

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Armistice Day is an important occasion in the 
Hope-McDonald household as my father-in-law 
and six uncles fought in the First World War.  

My father, seven uncles and countless cousins 
served in the Second World War so Nov. 11 is a 
day of  much refl ection! James Hope, 22 years of 
age, and John Hope, 19, were killed “in France 
or Belgium” within two months of each other in 
1917. My father and my father-in law survived with 
the rest of my uncles and cousins, except for two 
who were shot down over Europe in 1944. One 
was in Bomber Command and the other “Fraser” 
who was shot down shortly before my birth in June 
1944. I only found out that my name was not just 
pulled out of a hat by my parents until after my 
mother had passed away and her last surviving 
sister gave me the background to my birth name.

So with the 100th anniversary of the signing of 
the Armistice in 1918, it meant that I could not 
carry out my normal Sunday duties to report on the 
scheduled Old Boys match of Nov. 11. As happen-
stance would have it, Gorge asked to postpone and 
this allowed players on both sides to attend services 
in both Salt Spring and Victoria. I am hoping the 
executive of South Vancouver Island Classics Soccer 
Association will in the future leave Remembrance 
Day, like Thanksgiving Day, free on the  calendar.

The Game Report
Many readers will of course know the back-

ground to the origins of the First World War in 
1914, and that it would be over and the soldiers 
would be home for Christmas. 

Readers also know that after the initial battles 
and skirmishes the war developed into trench 

warfare where opposing soldiers faced each other 
across “No-Man’s Land” behind barbed wire. The 
stalemate after the fi rst Battle of Ypres led many 
soldiers in the days leading up to Christmas — Brit-
ish, French and German — to cross the trenches 
to exchange greetings with many meeting in No 
Man’s Land on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to 
exchange food and headgear, buttons and badges 
as souvenirs. The informal Christmas Truce, Trêve 
de Noël and Weihnachtsfrieden allowed for joint 
burial ceremonies and some meetings ended up 
with soldiers singing carols.

Often, informal football matches were played 
out in No Man’s Land. Just imagine  the Hydro Field 
in Ganges with a few more shell holes scattered 
about the muddy surface (apologies to Mike Brown 
and SD64 maintenance staff) with some predict-
able results. One report has the Germans beating 
the Saxons 3-2. At least England did not lose on 
penalties! A number of reports had German regi-
ments playing against the “Scottish Troops,” with 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders winning 4-1 
over a German unit. Most of the games were 
just ‘kick-about” matches, often played with 
improvised balls.  

They gave the soldiers of both camps an 
opportunity to leave the unspeakable condi-
tions of the trenches for a short while before 
the return to the carnage, which was to last 
another 46 months till Armistice 1918. These 
little truces were seen to be a danger to morale 
and were quickly forbidden by generals on both 
sides of the front. Very rarely did these “frater-
nizations” occur in future years, as it became 
obvious that not many would be “going home 
for Christmas!”

Note: Since this report was written, the sched-
uled Nov. 18 game was cancelled by Vic West. The 
next game sees the Centaurs meet the Old Boys on 
Sunday, Nov. 25 at GISS at 10:30 a.m. Friendly spec-
tators welcomed!

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Top: Gulf Islands Secondary School 
senior boys battle the Mark Isfeld 
team during a grueling day two of 
the Vancouver Island Volleyball 
Championships at GISS on Saturday. 
Seen from left are Jeff Gray, Aaron 
Moise, Jared Farias and Logan Wenzel. 
Left: Wenzel jumps for a point in 
the bronze medal match against St. 
Michaels University School. The home 
team ended up fourth place overall. 
“Despite their efforts, they were simply 
exhausted and unable to sustain the 
quality of play needed to beat SMUS in 
a best of fi ve match,” said coach Kellie 
Booth. “We congratulate the winners 
and wish them good luck at provincials.  
I am very proud of the GISS boys.  They 
gave it their all.” 
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