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Aquatic Centre Summer 
    Camps

Registration is now open ! !
All camp and program registrations can be done in 
person at the Rainbow Road Aquatic Centre, over 
the phone at 250.537.1402 or online at www.ssiparc.ca 

Aquatic Centre
250.537.1402

ssiparc.ca

Rainbow Road Summer Camps  &
Swimming LessonsSwimming LessonsSwimming Lessons

PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED
All camp and program registrations can be 

done in person at the Rainbow Road Aquatic 
Centre, over the phone at 250.537.1402 

or online at www.ssiparc.ca 

Reminder...Reminder...Reminder...
• The pool is now open Saturdays from 7:30-3pm.
•  August camps are fi lling up – register today, 

daily or weekly registrations available.
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     • Baby Sitter Training: Nov 17, 8:30am – 5:00pm 
• Monday & Wednesday Swim Lessons: Nov 19 – Dec 19

Swim kids 1 through 6, Sunfi sh, Salamander, Sea Otter, Crocodile, 
and Whale and Adult lessons 

• Tuesday & Thursday Swim Lessons: Nov 20 – Dec 20 
Sea Otter, Salamander

     

     

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

TAXI, TOURS
& DELIVERY
TAXI, TOURS
& DELIVERY

SALTSPRINGTAXI.COM250.537.3030Salt Spring  Books

Entire kids 
and youth dept 

20% off

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

RESTORED: Jim Leslie kneels at the Ganges Community Cemetery at Central with veterans’ head-
stones he has cleaned and refurbished on contract to Veterans Affairs in time for Remembrance Day 
this Sunday. Some 75 gravestones in fi ve different cemeteries have been done. See story on page 5, 
and related content in our Remembrance section on pages 11-18.  

Several features

added to paper

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

You are holding the fi rst issue of 
the new-look Driftwood. 

No changes have been made to 
the design of the Driftwood since 
2007, so last year we embarked on 
a redesign and content-updating 
process. We started by doing a 
reader survey, which received over 
500 responses. We had in-house dis-
cussions about how to refresh the 
paper, put together a focus group 
of 15 islanders this past August, 
and then asked readers for further 
input.

Not all of the upcoming new fea-
tures we will be rolling out are in 
this issue, as some will only run on 
a monthly or twice-a-month basis, 
but this week you will see: 

• Flicks & Food — contributions 
from readers about movies and 
series they’ve enjoyed, along with a 
recommendation about what kind 

of food to eat while they are being 
entertained. We would love to hear 
what you are watching, so please 
send your submissions to news@
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com.

• Star of the Week will incorpo-
rate a Q&A and photo of interesting 
island residents. Your suggestions 
for people to feature are welcome 
at news@gulfislandsdriftwood.
com, 250-537-9933 or by dropping 
in to the Driftwood offi ce. 

• What is it/Where is it? Over the 
years people have brought a vari-
ety of odd things into our office 
to show us. Readers are invited to 
provide photos of objects of any 
kind, or public places on Salt Spring, 
with other readers then submit-
ting their guesses about what that 
object might be or where the place 
or item photographed might be 
found on the island. Driftwood staff 
have already taken a number of 
photos and look forward to testing 
your knowledge about what they 
are or where they are found. 

• Our Remember When column 
will include items from the past 50 

years of Driftwood newspapers.
• Let’s Talk column: Laura Dafoe, 

a Salt Spring workshop leader in 
compassionate communication, 
shares tips on how people can 
improve how they communicate 
with each other in everyday life. 

We have retained some long-
standing iconic features of the Drift-
wood, including the Salt Spring Says 
streeter, which has been published 
every week since Sept. 4, 1991. The 
popular Viewpoint space remains 
on the editorial page, and people 
can look forward to continuing to 
read columns by Shilo Zylbergold, 
Helen Hinchliff and Paul McElroy, 
among others. 

In addition to Remember When, 
D.W. Salty’s Streets of Salt Spring 
historical column will run on a regu-
lar basis. 

A Business Bits page will feature 
local business news. Please send 
your business news tips to publisher 
Amber Ogilvie at aogilvie@gulfi s-
landsdriftwood.com. 

LOGGING continued on 2

Wednesday, 
Nov. 7, 2018

58th year
Issue 45

$1.25

LAND USE

Beddis
logging
alarms
residents
Trust bylaw staff 

deem activity is 

lawful for zoning

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Residents of the Sky Valley 
Road and Beddis Road area are 
demanding action to stop a major 
logging operation taking place 
outside their back doors.

Work to clear trees from the 
majority of a privately owned 
45-acre Beddis Road property 
began a few weeks ago. Although 
a portion of the land is within a 
development permit area for soil 
erosion hazards, the trees cover-
ing nearly 40 acres are scheduled 
to come down.

Peter McAllister and his wife 
Bernadette Mertens-McAllister 
live on a Sky Valley Road property 
that backs onto the contested site, 
which is split zoned into agricul-
ture and rural zones. Together 
with Jean Wilkinson, they have 
collected over 200 signatures from 
people in their neighbourhood 
and all over the island who are 
asking the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee to step in.

“People are really up in arms. 
It’s becoming a real serious issue,” 
said McAllister, who is a veteran 
of the Clayoquot Sound and Car-
manah anti-logging campaigns. 
“People have been pounding on 
the doors of the Islands Trust for 
years asking them to establish 
some rules around responsible 
forestry, but nothing has been 
done.”

The property, formerly owned 
by long-time resident and farmer 
Mike Larmour, who died in Decem-
ber of 2016, was sold to island resi-
dent Gary Stunder on Aug. 28. 

Driftwood updates look and content
MEDIA NEWS 
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AQuA   COMFORT 
FOOD

Marcia Jansen's popular column
inside

THE BOOK EXCHANGE 
Salt Spring Recycle Depot 

spreads the words around

A R T S  |  B u S I N E S S  |  F O O D  |  N A T u R E  |  C O M M u N I T y

New books 
for the 
holiday season

AT THE CENTRE
Talisman Books & Gallery 

a hub of Pender activity

KEITH HOLMES
Galiano artist has seen 

and painted it all
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$98

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$98

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

NOVEMBER 2018 PST Z+8

DAY        TIME           METRES      FEET DAY        TIME           METRES      FEET

248 Upper Ganges Road  •  Monday - Friday 9am-5pm 
250-931-4020  •  www.midislemarine.com
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Full Service Marine Repairs
• New & Used Outboard Sales • Marine Parts & 
Accessories • Bottom Painting & Shrink Wrapping 
• Boat Sales, Hauling, Storage & More!

ENVIRONMENT CANADA - 
Weather Information

Environment Canada has a website that 
lets people know about weather across 
Canada.  Key information includes:
• Current Weather conditions • Public Alerts 
• Air Quality  • Marine Forecasts  
• Analyses & Modelling  • Past Weather

EMERGENCY
preparedness

As we head into winter.  
Connecting to this website will 
help you plan your local travel and 
also another travelling you may be 
doing in Canada.
http://weather.gc.ca/index_e.html

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Be Prepared
Safety needs to 
be a priority
______________

Development permit area mapping called into question
“Clear-cutting is an ugly business. We have seen 

plenty of it on the island over the years,” Grove 
said. “Every farm and open space was once for-
est. In time the land will heal, but it is still hard to 
take.”

While Grove intends to bring the general issue 
to the LTC and to Islands Trust Council, he said 
there is little to be done in this case. Word from 
administration staff and bylaw enforcement is 
that land clearing is a lawful use under the Beddis 
property’s zoning.

According to Islands Trust mapping, several 
ecosystems are recorded on the land in question. 
The upper portion is classified as mature forest, 
primarily Douglas-fir and salal. The lower contains 
young Douglas-fir, a wooded wetland and western 
red cedar zones.

McAllister and others believe the Trust could 
halt the logging and immediately place the steep 
slope in protective status under a provision of the 
Islands Trust Act. They are asking the new LTC to 
hold an emergency meeting as soon as possible, as 
their next scheduled meeting on Dec. 6 may come 
too late.

“According to the bylaw, LTC can designate 
areas because of their natural environment, 
ecosystems or biological diversity or because LTC 
believes those areas are hazardous, or because 
LTC believes those areas may be subject to flood-
ing, erosion, land slippage or avalanche,” the 
letter being sent to the trustees states. “This area 
qualifies on several counts. It’s an ecologically 
endangered older Douglas-fir forest in the Gulf 

Reign Ackerley, our new student reporter, will 
provide reports from Gulf Islands Secondary School, 
and we will introduce a dedicated page for news 

from Pender, Galiano, Mayne and Saturna islands. 
The Tide Table and Adopt-a-Pet features are returning after a con-

siderable hiatus, thanks to local business sponsors, and the Emergency 
Tips community service ad will continue to offer islanders weekly safety 
reminders.  

And of course we will continue to provide news coverage of island 
controversies, public meetings, awards, community events, arts and 
entertainment, sports and more. 

DRIFTWOOD
continued from 1

New features added

Islands, it contains a seasonal stream and a wetland, and it’s in a 
hazardous steep slope area where logging could precipitate ero-
sion and land slippage.”

Grove said that might be the case, but new rules would not 
apply to properties such as the Beddis Road lot, where the uses 
would be “grandfathered in.” 

Grove acknowledges tree-cutting has become an important issue 
over the past years as residents have watched several large acre-
ages in the north end completely cleared. Despite the concern, 
though, there are no restrictions for most properties. The Salt 
Spring Local Trust Committee does not have the ability to create 
a bylaw that covers tree-cutting across the entire community, as 
municipalities do. 

Galiano Island has established a tree-cutting DPA “to ensure that 
tree removal on the island is limited, sustainable, and strictly nec-
essary for the intended use of the land.” The DPA covers the entire 
island but exempts some activities, such as subdivision, clearing 
trees in order to build a structure, and tree cutting within the Agri-
cultural Land Reserve. The idea for creating a similar development 
permit area for Salt Spring was raised and quickly rejected during 
the last review of the official community plan.

McAllister believes that commercial logging is a use that is not 
permitted in either agriculture or rural zones. It also appears to 
him and his wife that whoever did the DPA mapping failed to visit 
the entire area, because a very steep section coming down from 
the ridge was not included in the soil erosion hazard map.

“No housing could possibly go on those steep slopes, and if you 
clear-cut it’s totally prone to erosion,” McAllister said. “It’s a steep 
slope, it’s unstable, and it’s held in place by an ancient forest.”

“I’m sure the mapping does need to be reviewed, but it’s a mas-
sive undertaking. Our OCP needs to be reviewed and that could 
be part of it,” Grove said. 

Photo by elizabeth nolan

Logging equipment and felled trees at property in the 700 block 
of Beddis Road. 

LOGGING
continued from 1

 Local trustee Peter Grove has spoken to log-
ging contractor Scott Royal, who said the property 
development was a partnership between himself 
and the registered owner. Grove recently vis-
ited the site along with incoming officials, trustee 
Laura Patrick and CRD director Gary Holman. 
Grove’s information is that logging is planned for 
the entire property except the DPA area, and will 
be cleaned up in a professional manner. Neither 
Royal nor Stunder could be reached before press-
time on Tuesday to confirm their plans.
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• new menu items
• crust made in house from 

scratch
• delivery available after Nov. 15

come meet 
chef Darrin and 
the new staff!

under new management!

250-537-5660

EB
Design Works*

*
30% OFF ALL

ANTIQUES UNTIL WE

MOVE IN DEC.!!

102 Seaview Avenue
Ph: 250.931.1111

Unit 21, 315 Upper Ganges Road

Here Now

Here in Jan.

ELECTORAL REFORM

Province’s pro-rep vote referendum underway
Ballot includes four 

different options for voters

By MarC KIttErInGHaM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The way British Columbia votes is currently 
under the microscope, as people have 
the chance to vote in the 2018 Elector-
al Reform Referendum until the end of 
November.

Though some confusion exists about 
the different proportional representation 
options on the ballot, the main ques-
tion on the ballot — whether or not B.C. 
should adopt a system of proportional 
representation — is more straightfor-
ward. 

Salt Spring’s Bob MacKie, a proponent 
of proportional representation and vice 
president of Fair Voting BC, explained 
earlier this year that “Question number 
one is the important question. Do you 
want it, or don’t you? I think that’s going 
to be the main focus for most people.”

To Stephen Roberts, also of Salt Spring, 
who ran for the BC Liberals in the Saanich 
North and the Islands riding in the 2017 
provincial election, the lack of informa-
tion provided about the different options 
is concerning. 

“I think that there’s not enough infor-
mation about what this will look like after 
the referendum if it will pass,” he said. 
“The government said they would figure 
out a list of things that would be deter-
mined later, which is not really sufficient 
for people to make an informed decision 
when so much is left unanswered.”

The second question gives voters the 
option to rank the three choices in order 
of their preference. Voters do not have to 
choose any of the three for their ballot 
to be counted, or they can rank one, two 
or three of the options. Voters can also 
answer the second question even if they 
vote for first past the post on the first. 

In total, four options are on the ballot: 
first past the post, dual member propor-
tional, mixed member proportional and a 
rural/urban system. The last three are pro-
portional systems wherein the percent-
age of votes a party gets province-wide 
will roughly equal the amount of seats 
that party has in the legislature. 

Canada currently uses the first past the 
post system. The party that gets the high-
est number of votes wins the election. It 
tends to create strong governments, but 
also does not accurately represent voters’ 
choices. Though the highest polling can-
didate is elected, it is possible for more 
people to vote against the candidate 
rather than for them. Majority govern-
ments can be elected and receive 100 per 
cent power with sometimes less than 40 
per cent of the vote. This system is easy 

to understand and allows governments 
to be efficient and meet their mandates 
easier. However, it can lead to partisan-
ship and make some voters feel their vote 
does not count, particularly in politically 
entrenched ridings.

Dual Member Proportional
Dual member proportional is the first 

option on the ballot. This system com-
bines neighbouring ridings, and gives 
people two votes from the list of candi-
dates on the ballot. Voters select a party 
with two candidates listed. The party with 
the most votes elects their first candidate 
through first past the post. The remaining 
seats are allocated proportionally so that 
each party’s seats matches its share of the 
province-wide vote. The second seats are 
chosen from districts where the particular 
party did well, ensuring that voters get 
the MLAs that represent them. Districts 
could have representation from two dif-
ferent parties, depending on how the 
secondary seats are allocated. This system 
was recently developed in Canada and is 
not currently in use. 

Mixed Member Proportional
Mixed member proportional is the sec-

ond option on the list. This system has 
two different kinds of MLAs, district and 
regional, and voters have two votes on 
their ballot. One vote is for the district 
MLA, who is elected using first past the 
post. The second vote is for a party. Dis-
tricts are grouped together into regions 
and regional MLAs are chosen from a 
party list using the results from the party 
vote. Voters do not need to choose the 
party that their candidate represents. 

District MLAs fill the remaining seats in 
order to ensure the province-wide vote is 
proportional. This system is in use in Ger-
many, New Zealand and Scotland. 

Rural-Urban 
The third option is for rural-urban pro-

portional representation. This system 
combines mixed member proportional 
(explained above) and a system called the 
single transferable vote. In rural districts, 
MMP will be used. Urban and semi-urban 
voters will vote for more than one MLA  
by ranking their choices. The candidate 
that meets a quota of votes is elected. Any 
votes that exceed the quota are redistrib-
uted to the voters’ second choices. This 
continues until all of the seats are filled. 
If no candidates meet the quota, the can-

didate with the lowest number of votes is 
eliminated and their votes are redistrib-
uted. Single transferrable vote is used in 
Ireland, Australia and Malta. 

The options being presented will not 
reduce the number of MLAs in the legisla-
ture, although some may be added in some 
cases. The number of MLAs in B.C. also 
changes from time to time using FPTP. 

Ballots come with an information pack-
age about the different systems. Video 
explanations are also available on the Elec-
tions B.C. website. 

Voters will also get a second chance to 
decide on whether or not to keep propor-
tional representation. After two election 
cycles, another referendum will be held on 
the subject, so voters have a chance to con-
firm their choice at that time. 

Photo courtesy bob mackie

Salt Spring residents rally in favour of pro-rep at an event in Ganges on Saturday, Nov. 3. 
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The Office of the British Columbia Ferries Commissioner (“commissioner”), the 
independent regulator of BC Ferries, is seeking public comment on BC Ferries’ 
application under Section 55 of the Coastal Ferry Act seeking the commissioner’s 
approval of the major capital expenditure to acquire four Island Class vessels, one 
Salish Class vessel and incremental terminal improvements. 
BC Ferries proposes to deploy the first two of the four Island class vessels on 
the route connecting Campbell River and Quadra Island (“Route 23”) as a direct 
replacement for the Powell River Queen. The other two Island class vessels would 
be deployed on the route connecting Nanaimo Harbour and Gabriola Island (“Route 
19”) enabling the redeployment of the Quinsam to the route connecting Crofton 
with Vesuvius on Salt Spring Island (“Route 6”), the Quinitsa to refit relief and the 
retirement of the Bowen Queen.   
The Salish class vessel, the fourth of this class, would replace the Mayne Queen 
and would be deployed, with the Queen of Cumberland, on the route connecting 
Swartz Bay with the Southern Gulf Islands (“Route 5/5A”). 
Under Section 55 of the Coastal Ferry Act the commissioner may approve a major 
capital expenditure if the proposed major capital expenditure is:

a) reasonable,
b) prudent, and
c) consistent with

(i)  the current Coastal Ferry Services Contract, and
(ii)  any long term capital plan established by the ferry operator. 

BC Ferries’ application is available on the commissioner’s website at www.
bcferrycommission.ca. The commissioner’s Section 55 Application Guidelines is 
also available at www.bcferrycommission.ca. 
Comments or submissions can be sent by email to info@bcferrycommission.ca or by 
mail to: 

 Office of the BC Ferries Commissioner
 PO Box 9279 Stn Prov Govt
 Victoria, BC V8W 9J7 

Deadline for public comments is November 30, 2018. Comments submitted to the 
commissioner may be published on its website.

Opportunity to Comment on 
BC Ferries’ Proposed Acquisition 
of Five New Vessels for Minor 
Routes

The Seasonal
Flu Shot

DOWNTOWN 
250-537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION
 250-538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

Get your 
flu shot now at 
Pharmasave!
Cost is $27.59 or free for 

eligible customers 

Walk-ins welcome at the 
Downtown store. Appointments 
required at the Uptown store.

L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

SPECIES AT RISK

Feds plan new whale protections
Emergency order 

still needed, 

conservationists say

BY ElIZaBEtH nolan
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The federal government has 
announced a new suite of mea-
sures to protect the critically endan-
gered southern resident killer 
whale population, but has stopped 
short of issuing the emergency 
protection order that conservation 
groups have called for.

A joint announcement made by 
the departments of fisheries and 
oceans, transportation and envi-
ronment last Wednesday recog-
nizes the urgency for addressing 
key threats to the species, which 
dropped to an all-time low of just 
74 members this year.

New protective measures are 
considered to be another step 
in the right direction, but there 
are concerns they still won’t be 
far-reaching enough to save the 
endangered whales in time. Six 
organizations that filed a lawsuit in 
September demanding the federal 
government enact an emergency 
order were disappointed when the 

cabinet voted Friday not to take 
that extra step, despite recom-
mendations from the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change 
and the Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans.

David Suzuki Foundation, Eco-
justice, Georgia Strait Alliance, 
Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Raincoast Conservation Founda-
tion and WWF-Canada issued the 
following statement in response: 
“While we are pleased that the 
ministers recommended issuing an 
emergency order to protect the 
southern resident killer whales in 
the first place, we are deeply disap-
pointed that cabinet rejected what 
we believe to be the best tool to 
recover these whales. 

“The government has promised 
to take comprehensive actions by 
April that will halt the decline and 
begin the recovery of these iconic 
whales. We and our supporters are 
committed to ensuring the govern-
ment keeps its promise.”

The Trudeau government invest-
ed $167 million in the 2018 bud-
get to protect several endangered 
whale populations and introduced 
strategies for the resident orcas 
that included reducing commercial 
and recreational chinook fishery 
limits by 35 per cent, and manda-

tory setbacks for boating traffic. 
An additional $61.5 mil-

lion is now being committed to 
implement the new measures 
announced on Oct. 31. The plan is 
to have these in place by the time 
the whales usually return to the 
Salish Sea in greater numbers in 
late spring.

“We know that the number of 
southern resident killer whales 
has been declining and action is 
required to protect this iconic spe-
cies. We’ve taken considerable 
action to begin to address these 
issues over the past two years. 
However, additional actions are 
required to help safeguard this 
whale population for future gen-
erations,” Fisheries and  Oceans 
Minister Jonathan Wilkinson said 
in a statement.

The revamped strategy includes 
protecting and recovering chinook 
salmon stocks, with increased fund-
ing for hatcheries; expanding ves-
sel slowdowns to further reduce 
underwater noise; developing 
agreements with ferry operators 
and other marine industry part-
ners to formalize noise reduction 
and launching consultation with 
the marine industry on how to 
create noise management plans; 
expanding vessel monitoring sys-

tems; providing funding to Ocean 
Wise for a whale report alert sys-
tem; and enhancing regulatory 
control of five key organic pollut-
ants, including two flame retar-
dants, to lessen contaminants.

A further move involves the fea-
sibility of creating sanctuaries in 
critical orca habitat, with poten-
tial locations at Swiftsure Bank in 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca and La 
Perouse Bank off Tofino under 
review. Fishing and vessel traffic 
could be banned from these areas. 

The government is currently 
reviewing public comments on the 
draft Amended Recovery Strategy 
for the Northern and Southern Res-
ident Killer Whales in Canada. The 
final document is expected to be 
posted on the Species at Risk Public 
Registry before the end of the year. 

Washington state is also review-
ing orca protection strategies. An 
executive order signed by Governor 
Jay Inslee in March outlined prey 
abundance, toxic contaminants 
and disturbance from noise and 
vessel traffic as the major threats 
that must be addressed. The gover-
nor’s Southern Resident Orca Task 
Force released a draft report with 
priority actions for public comment 
in September. They will release 
their final report on Nov. 16.

ENvIRoNmENT

Harbour scum a worry
MLA looking to speak with 

Trust and CRD officials 

about sewage dumping

BY MarC KIttErInGHaM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The water in Ganges Harbour is supposed 
to be clean and clear, but as a local boater 
has observed, that may not be the case. 

John Binsted noticed brown scum while 
looking over the side of his boat in the har-
bour. He is concerned about the quality of 
the water and  possible sewage dumping 
from live-aboards and other boats in the 
area. 

His boat was “surrounded by the scum, 
so were the sides of the docks,” he said. “It’s 
worse when you’re downwind of the pre-
vailing winds.” 

The Harbour Authority of Salt Spring 
Island has a pump-out station located at the 
breakwater dock near the coast guard sta-
tion in Ganges Harbour. The service is a pay-
to-use facility, and is only available at the 
dock. For those living on live-aboard crafts, 
this makes it difficult to use. 

“You’re not allowed to dump sewage 
within a mile of shore, and you’re not 
allowed to dump sewage in Ganges Har-
bour. It’s hard to police that, because people 
can chuck buckets out the side if they want,” 
Binsted said. “I suspect that people who may 
not have a lot of money would just as soon 
chuck it over the side as use the pump-out 
station.”

Binsted brought his concerns to the Min-
istry of Environment’s Conservation Offi-
cer Service, who agreed with his concerns, 
but said that the service lacks the resources 
needed to properly test and clean the water. 
Since the ministry is a provincial organiza-
tion, Binsted reached out to MLA Adam 

Olsen and MP Elizabeth May in a letter to 
push for more action on the issue. 

Olsen explained that there were issues 
regarding jurisdiction, particularly when it 
comes to the oceans. 

“The problem that the federal govern-
ment has is primarily with enforcement. 
We can have everything moving in the 
right direction, and then there not be any 
capacity for enforcement,” he said. “If we 
approach this as a consolidated effort, and 
if Elizabeth May’s office is involved, then 
perhaps we can get action sooner rather 
than later.”

Salt Spring is not the only community to 
experience this issue, and Olsen advocates 
for finding a solution that works for each 
location. 

Binsted has spoken to various organiza-
tions that could have authority over the 
waterways near Ganges. The harbour itself 
is a no-dumping zone, and dumping is 
illegal near the shore in Canada. For small 
craft, sewage dumping is not permitted 
within three nautical miles of shore. Ships 
that have toilets on board are required to 
have a holding tank or an approved marine 
sanitation device, according to Transport 
Canada. 

“If you talk to individual boaters or marina 
operators, they will all recognize the prob-
lem,” Binsted said. “There’s no responsibility 
to test it. I haven’t tested it, one just goes by 
the looks of it and you can draw your own 
conclusions. Until it gets tested, you’re never 
going to know for sure.”

A possible solution would be to have a 
boat that goes around to pump out holding 
tanks. The service would need to be paid 
for by the users, but it could make pumping 
holding tanks easier. 

Olsen said in a letter that he plans on 
meeting with Salt Spring’s new locally elect-
ed officials after they are sworn in later this 
month to discuss the issue.
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Protect yourself and your loved ones by getting 
a fl u shot. 

If you are eligible for a free fl u shot, please bring 
your CareCard to the following local Infl uenza 
Clinic:

Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road 
November 23rd, 2018 from 10:00am – 2:00pm

Get a fl u shot from your pharmacist or physician 
at your convenience 

• visit immunizebc.ca/clinics/fl u/ 
• call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1
• visit viha.ca/fl u to fi nd out if you are   
 eligible for a FREE fl u shot

If you are not eligible please contact your family 
physician or local pharmacy about vaccine 
availability and cost.

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE

FLU CLINIC INFORMATION

 

 
Protect yourself and your loved ones by getting a flu shot.  
 
If you are eligible for a free flu shot, please bring your CareCard to the 
following local Influenza Clinic: 
 
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road  
November 3rd from 10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
Get a flu shot from your pharmacist or physician at your 
convenience  

· visit immunizebc.ca/clinics/flu/  
· call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1 
· visit viha.ca/flu to find out if you are eligible for a FREE flu shot 

 
If you are not eligible please contact your family physician or local 
pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost. 

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE 
 

FLU CLINIC INFORMATION 

MILITARY SERVICE

Veterans honoured with gravestone cleanup
Jim Leslie reflects on exercise

BY ElIZaBEtH nolan
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

People who served in Canada’s armed forces and received 
a gravestone from Veterans Affairs may be relegated to his-
tory, but their names are not forgotten thanks to those who 
spend time caring for their grave markers.

On Salt Spring that person is Jim Leslie. Leslie was a funeral 
director for 10 years and still provides a service of caring 
for graves for families who can’t be there to do it. He was 
contacted by Veterans Affairs this summer and then received 
the contract to clean up all the markers the organization has 
supplied for people with military service who were buried on 
on the island. 

Leslie spent much of September and October visiting 75 
grave sites across five different island cemeteries, bringing 
inscriptions back to a legible state by removing moss and 
lichen, and transforming black-stained granite to good-as-

new bright grey.
“Since it’s the 100th anniversary of Armistice, there’s a real 

push to get all the graves taken care of,” Leslie said.
“For about six weeks that’s all I did. I literally scrubbed 

them all down by hand — no pressure washing.”
Leslie explained that in larger communities and cities, 

cemeteries are often maintained by the parks department 
or other city workers. Salt Spring’s smaller cemeteries are 
owned by churches, and its larger community space at Cen-
tral is run by a volunteer board. The caretaker does as much 
general maintenance as she can. Volunteers and family mem-
bers must do the rest.

People whose family members served for Canada can 
request help from Veterans Affairs for the cost of a burial, 
including the gravestone. The department continues to lend 
support when there is no family left to be involved, by com-
missioning clean-ups from time to time. 

“If there’s no children or grandchildren, they just get for-
gotten about,” Leslie said. 

Leslie’s grandfather served in World War I, and two of 
his uncles were in WWII, so he already had an interest in 
Canada’s military past. He also feels it’s important to spend 
time remembering those who have passed, even those he 
didn’t know in person.

“When I’m in the cemetery I visit all the people I helped 
along the way [as a funeral director] and spend a few 
moments with them,” Leslie said. “Someone has observed 
you’re never really gone as long as people say your name 
every so often — but as soon as they stop saying your name, 
you’re gone, so it’s important.”

The Veterans Affairs contract only stipulated that Leslie fin-
ish the job by March, but he worked double-time to ensure 
all 75 graves would be ready in time for Remembrance Day. 
His work should make it easier for people from the Legion to 
spot the sites and add poppies or crosses, and for others to 
pay tribute to island veterans this Sunday.

“That’s my hope, that at least they’ll have a chance to find 
them this year,” Leslie said. 

TRANSPORTATION

Walker’s Hook Road re-opens 
Transit route 

restoration planned

BY ElIZaBEtH nolan
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Walker’s Hook Road was re-
opened to general traffic last week, 
more than nine months after slides 
took out several sections of high 
bank.

The road was closed to all but 
neighbourhood traffic following 
major storm damage to three sec-
tions of the bank between Trin-
comali Channel and the road on 
Jan. 29. The “official” opening is 
scheduled for this week, although 
more bank remediation work is 
due to take place in the spring. 

“The Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure is committed to 
restoring safety and access for peo-
ple who rely on this road. The min-
istry continues to work to reopen 
Walker’s Hook Road to all traffic 
on a full-time basis,” communica-
tion received from the ministry on 
Friday states.  

“We expect the road to be 
reopened completely by the end 
of next week and would like to 
thank drivers for their continued 
patience.”

Local residents have reported 
the shoulders drop off sharply 
from the newly asphalted road 
bed, and that other sections of the 
road still have large potholes. They 
are hoping these problems will 
be addressed before the official 
opening. 

As well as creating a detour for 
most users, the road closure meant 
the re-routing of BC Transit bus 

service. Buses travelling north on 
Walker’s Hook Road have been 
turning around at Ross Road 
instead of carrying through to 
Fernwood as previously scheduled.

BC Transit communications direc-
tor Jonathon Dyck reported the 
provider intends to restore the full 
route, but meetings have yet to 
take place to determine when that 
may happen. 

PETS

Pet owners cautioned about toxicity of cannabis products
Animals are much more 

sensitive to chemicals

BY marc kIttErInGHam
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

With the legalization of recreational 
cannabis, more people will likely have the 
drug at home, which could put pets at risk. 

While tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and 
cannabidiol (CBD), the two main active 
components in the cannabis plant, can 
have beneficial effects for humans, it is a 
different story for other animals. All mam-
mals have an endocannabinoid system 
that has receptors for naturally occurring 
cannabinoids like CBD and THC. However, 
dogs, for example, have a much stronger 
reaction to THC — the psychoactive com-

ponent in marijuana that gets people high 
— so much so that it often leads to THC 
toxicity and possibly death. This has been 
seen in cats and other animals as well. 

“It’s a good, timely reminder that can-
nabis can be toxic to companion animals,” 
said Emilia Gordon, senior manager of ani-
mal health at the BC SPCA.

THC toxicity with a pet can lead to trem-
ors, flinching, staggering and inconti-
nence, Gordon explained.

Edibles are one of the main risks to 
animal health. While pre-made edibles 
are not yet legal in Canada due to food 
industry regulations, home-made snacks 
are a risk factor for animals. 

“One of the things that we are see-
ing is more and more concentrated THC 
products becoming available for peo-
ple,” Gordon said. “When people make 

butter or oils or the tinctures, those have 
a much higher THC content than dried 
leaves. We have seen more serious tox-
icities with more serious neurological 
effects like animals that can’t stand up, 
animals that go into comas. There are 
reports of animals dying from that kind 
of exposure, but it’s not something that 
I’ve ever seen.”

If owners suspect their pets have ingest-
ed cannabis, Gordon recommends contact-
ing their veterinarians immediately. Cases 
can be complex due to other factors and 
the best advice will come from a veterinar-
ian. Pet owners are also encouraged to be 
honest about what their animal may have 
ingested. Gordon hopes that with legaliza-
tion, the stigma around cannabis will be 
lessened, which will ensure animals get the 
treatment they need. 

“I have seen many cases where it looks 
like a marijuana toxicity, but the peo-
ple swear up and down that there is no 
chance that the dog could have gotten 
into something like that,” she said. 

“In general, whether a drug is legal or 
not, veterinarians just need to help your 
animal. Be honest about what the animal 
has eaten. Even if the drug is not legal, 
the vets don’t care what you have in your 
house. They don’t have to call the police.” 

Second-hand smoke, which includes 
cigarette and other kinds of smoke, is 
also harmful to pets. Cats in particular can 
ingest the compounds from smoke as they 
clean their fur. 

“If people are considering smoking more 
in their home area, just make sure not to 
do it around animals or in an enclosed 
indoor space,” Gordon said. 

Photo by Gail SjuberG

A car travels over the newly refurbished portion of Walker’s Hook 
Road, which required significant repair work following a series of 
washouts on Jan. 29.
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Lessons of
the past

R
emembrance Day is a 
special one this year, 
marking 100 years 
since the Armistice 

ending the First World War 
was signed.

It’s difficult to imagine now the scale of the 
impact this war had on Canadians and the world 
as a whole, but it’s worth taking the time to look 
back.

One hundred years ago, Canada had a popula-
tion of less than eight million people. More than 
650,000 men and women had served in uniform by 
the end of the confl ict, and 66,000 Canadians and 
Newfoundlanders were killed. The call to duty was 
heard by regular people living their lives between 
three coasts. Farm boys from Salt Spring, Indig-
enous sharp shooters and immigrants from many 

nations came together 
in the attempt to bring 
peace and stability back 
to the world.

To remember the 
service of those who 
fought so long ago is to 
contemplate a sacrifi ce 
most of us have never 
been asked to make, 
much less volunteered 
for. We complain about 
too much rain, or being 
disoriented by Daylight 

Saving Time changes. They left families behind and 
risked traumatic injury and death while enduring 
hellish conditions such as constant mud, mustard 
gas, limited rations and disease. 

Canadian soldiers were at the forefront of deci-
sive battles at Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele, and 
Canada itself became recognized an independent, 
morally responsible nation as a result of its contri-
bution. Technically still part of the British dominion, 
Canada was a signor in its own right to the Treaty 
of Versailles, which formally ended the war on Nov. 
11, 1918. 

Some of the core values by which Canada defi nes 
itself today can be dated back to this time. War 
may be necessary or unavoidable at times — such 
as to put a stop to genocide — but peace is always 
preferable, and that’s where Canada has focused its 
efforts. The commitment to a diverse society with 
equal human rights for all is another outcome, aris-
ing in part from the contributions of those diverse 
soldiers in two world wars and the contrast with 
their unequal treatment once back at home. 

By continuing to look back on Nov. 11, we do not 
glorify war or romanticize its realities, but refl ect 
on the capacity of individual humans to give up 
much for a greater good. That is a lesson we can all 
stand to remember. 

Foreshore lease not wise
BY AHAVA SHIRA

As an island resident, I 
am very concerned about 
the application for a fore-
shore lease on Booth Bay 
for commercial purposes 
made by the Penelakut First 
Nation, as described in the 
Oct. 24 Driftwood article. 
This proposal would sig-
nifi cantly impact both the 
natural environment and 
human use of this expanse 
of pristine shoreline on Salt 
Spring.  

Questions this proposal 
has raised in our minds 
include: As we read it, this 
is solely a commercial ven-
ture, albeit one that would 
be owned and operated by 
the Penelakut First Nation. 
Has anyone looked at the 
commercial viability of the 
proposed mollusk harvest-
ing operation? Up until 
recently, a Victoria/Sooke 
company had a mollusk 
harvesting licence along 
this stretch of beach. Is this 
licence still in effect? Was it 
abandoned because it was 
not economically viable or 
was it a health hazard?

Is the DFO permanent clo-
sure regarding shellfi sh har-
vesting along Baker Beach 
because of E coli contami-
nation still in effect? How 
might this affect the pro-
posed operation?

Why would predator 
netting be necessary? The 
previous mollusk harvesting 

operation did not use such 
netting. In 25 years of living 
here, we have not seen any 
predator attacks on mollusk 
biomass, except by human 
poachers.

This beautiful public 
beach, with access from two 
points on Quarry Drive as 
well as from Baker Road, is 
well used by swimmers, dog 
walkers and sun worship-
pers from all over this island 
all year long. It is also the 
precious site of seals, otters 
and orcas, as well as many 
herons, oyster-catchers, 
king-fi shers and other shore 
birds including eagles that 
use the Baker Beach area of 
Booth Bay in large numbers 
to teach their young to fl y 
and fi sh. Along with many 
of our neighbours and 
friends who love this beach 
area, we feel strongly that 
to negatively impact human 
access and inhibit wildlife 
along this stretch of Booth 
Bay would be a tragic loss.

In addition, this is cer-
tainly not fi tting in with the 
Islands Trust mandate. The 
Islands Trust mandate is to 
“preserve and protect.” An 
industrial aquaculture farm 
on such a precious beach 
on Salt Spring is defi nitely 
not in alignment with “pre-
serve and protect” for the 

Gulf Islands. Particularly 
worrisome is the intention 
to use predator netting. (As 
reported by Elizabeth Nolan 
in her informative article in 
the Drifi twood, the Penela-
kut previously submitted a 
proposal to use this netting 
on Thetis Island where it 
was not allowed.)

If one considers a deeper 
question, “What is the most 
compassionate choice for all 
beings involved,” it seems 
quite clear that this proposal 
is not the wisest, most com-
passionate choice for all. It is 
not a compassionate choice 
for all the wildlife that lives 
and breeds in this area, nor 
for our endangered orca 
whale population. It is not 
the most compassionate 
choice for all who share this 
beach, which is one of the 
only stretches like this on 
the island. It would seem 
that the most compassion-
ate choice for all involved 
is to fi nd another location 
honouring the nature of 
this area, and additionally, 
not use destructive plastic 
predator netting as we are 
trying to remove plastics 
from the ocean and which 
will be harmful to wildlife, 
including our endangered 
orca whale populations 
who have begun to return 
to this area.   

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident. 
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OPINION
“Clear-cutting is an ugly business. We have 

seen plenty of it on the island over the years.”
PETER GROVE, SS ISLANDS TRUST TRUSTEE
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SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED:
What do you think of the 
new lower speed limits 
on B.C. highways?

BRENDA MELENCHENKO

I support it. In 
general, we 
need to slow 
down in life. 

BRUCE PEARSON

It sounds like a 
good idea.

CHRISTEL KNOTH

I think it’s a 
good idea. If it 
saves lives I’m 
all for it. 

JOHN BATEMAN

Lower speed 
limits are a 
good idea 
because people 
drive like crazy 
everywhere. 

JON STOCK

In general it’s 
good. It’s good 
to make every 
driver aware of 
all of the laws 
. . . that’s why 
we have them. 

Interlibrary 
loans for all

I am writing in response to 
Helen Hinchliff’s Oct. 24 Aging 
With Grace column, in which 
she recounts being told by a 
library volunteer to order her 
interlibrary loan book online.

On behalf on the library, 
I would like to apologize to 
Helen. The library is commit-
ted to an ongoing process of 
customer service training for 
our 60 front-line volunteers 
to ensure that patrons have a 
positive experience when they 
visit the library.

To clear up any misconcep-
tion, patrons do not need to 
create an account to order 
books online (they only need 
their library card number), nor 
are they obligated to order 
their books online. Interlibrary 
loan books can also be ordered 
in person at the information 
desk, or over the phone. Spe-
cialized interlibrary loan volun-
teers are usually able to assist 
with more complex requests. 
Ordering online is often the 
easiest option for those who 
are regular computer users, 
but our volunteers also com-

plete many in-person requests 
at the information desk each 
day.

The interlibrary loan sys-
tem has been a great success 
for our library, allowing our 
patrons to borrow books that 
are more than one year old 
and held by other B.C. libraries. 
This includes many books that 
it would not be feasible for our 
library to purchase due to bud-
get, shelving space or limited 
demand. Through interlibrary 
loan, we are able to provide 
reference books for students, 
scientifi c articles for academics, 
and multiple copies of books 
for book clubs. 

Books are ordered in from 
libraries across the province, 
as well as loaned to other 
libraries. In 2017, our library 
borrowed 2,272 books, and 
loaned 1,549 books through 
the inter-library loan system, 
all managed by a fabulous sev-
en-person volunteer team.

We look forward to serv-
ing our patrons by fulfilling 
their interlibrary loan book 
requests, however they choose 
to make the requests.

NIKKY MCCARVILL, 
LIBRARIAN, 
SALT SPRING ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

Pro-rep 
not more 
democratic

Having scrutinized the 
pundits, listened to the com-
mentators and examined the 
brochure, I have decided to 
vote against proportional rep-
resentation.  

I cannot agree to a system 
that allocates votes by algo-
rithm or, more consequential-
ly, assigns seats in the legis-
lature from party lists. Algo-
rithms, it has been shown, are 
subject to bias, hacking and 
a notable lack of clarity as to 
their workings. Appointing 
our makers of law from party 
membership simply gives 
power to people who could 
not convince a majority in any 
riding. Patronage, payoffs and 
back-scratching will spread 
from government boards and 
bureaucratic sinecures to the 
legislature itself. 

In my view, first-past-the-
post has served us reasonably 
well. For pro-rep enthusiasts, 
a plurality of votes that results 
in a majority of seats is demo-
cratic apostasy. Yet the refer-

endum itself is so structured 
that it is almost inevitable that 
a minority of the electorate 
will determine our electoral 
system.

To be generous, let us say 
70 per cent of the eligible 
voters vote and 70 per cent 
of those vote yes. Already a 
minority (70 per cent X 70 per 
cent) has altered our voting 
system. Again, if 70 per cent 
of that yes vote chooses one 
of the three prorep options, 
then barely a third of eligible 
voters (70 per cent X 70 per 
cent X 70 per cent] will have 
given us the proportional rep-
resentation we will have to 
live with. Smaller percentages, 
which have been predicted, 
will equate to an even smaller 
minority. What is democratic 
about that?

P.S. The Greens should 
stop claiming Donald Trump 
was elected by fi rst-past-the-
post. Presidential elections 
are determined by an archaic 
structure called the elector-
al college which is supposed 
to protect states’ rights. Had 
FPTP been in effect, Hillary 
would be president.

CHARLES BRETH,
SALT SPRING

I’m not an obviously practical man. Car-
pentry, plumbing and general odd-jobbery 
are not my natural milieu and, as a conse-
quence any task that involves a steady hand, 
tools and a modicum of patience will invari-
ably defeat me. 

So you’ll get no argument from me that 
I am not handy to have around the house, 
but I take comfort in the fact that no one 
ever said, “That Byron was a bit ham-hand-
ed” or “I wouldn’t trust that Wordsworth 
to change his own socks,  let alone change 
a plug.”

But occasionally, when something impor-
tant ceases to function and a local plumb-
er or electrician won’t be available until 
the 22nd century, I am forced to rummage 
through what I laughingly call my toolbox 
and poke in a defeated, desultory sort of 
way at whatever it is that’s being diffi cult 
with whatever comes to hand. I was recently 
taking an old butter knife to a problematic 
fl ushing toilet when a light went on in my 
head. Google it!

And lo, it was all there. Everything from 
fixing nuisance toilets, plastering walls, 
building a fi shpond and, for all I know, DIY 
vasectomies. There are stacks of people who 
know a thing or two about useful stuff and 
are more than happy to share their knowl-
edge on the internet.

Most of these online heroes seem to be 
beefy men in work clothes cheerfully extol-
ling the virtue of sticking your arm down 
the toilet and fi red by a fi erce enthusiasm 
for sharing their knowledge. Trouble is, 
that’s a trap and an incompetent can easily 
be drawn into believing it is actually possible 
to do some of these things. The innards of 
Mr. Know-It-All’s toilet, for instance, bore 
no resemblance to mine at all and in any 
case the job seemed to require a wrench (or 

“spanner ” as it is called in civilized societies). 
I have a single wrench, which would likely 
fi t none of the nuts I was required to undo 
and, in any case, is in such a state of disrepair 
that the jaws (if that’s what they are called) 
won’t open.

(Now that I think about it, “wrench” 
makes sense because I have learned recently 
that it is quite possible to wrench an entire 
garden tap from the wall in the process of 
changing a washer. “Spanner,” on the other 
hand makes no sense at all. Span what?)

Anyway, it seems that my toilet, accord-
ing to the man on YouTube, has a “phan-
tom fl ush,” which I’d previously assumed to 
have more to do with ladies in the prime of 
their lives, but is apparently a common and 
well-recognized phenomenon among the 
toilet cognoscenti. I won’t bore you with the 
details, but it is something that needs fi xing 
in these days of drought since it wastes at 
least a cup of water a day.

To cut a long story short and because any 
conversation about plumbing is one conver-
sation too many, the toilet remains intrac-
table and will likely need the attention of 
an expert sooner or later. I did, however, 
manage to successfully install a new fl ush 
handle, of which I am so inordinately proud 
that I have taken to inviting dinner guests 
and neighbours to inspect it.

But the affair, even if mostly unresolved, 

set me thinking. If there are people out 
there who will happily tune into a video 
about plumbing, plastering or greasing 
your overhead garage door hinges with-
out the threat of having their eyes poked 
out, there must be a niche that I could fi ll 
and consequently attract vast advertising 
revenue.

The fi rst hurdle, unfortunately, is that I 
don’t know anything useful, certainly not 
useful enough to share with the World 
Wide Web. But then serendipity stepped in 
and I discovered a topic with which I could 
possibly enrich the internet universe, viz, 
how to remove a shirt without ripping off 
all the buttons.

The video will run something like this:
Opening scene: Me, like Superman in his 

later, chubbier years, opening one of the 
fi ve shirts I own that have poppers instead 
of buttons, proffering some useful homily 
like: “Seems easy, right? Instant undress, no 
fi ddling with the tiresome buttons that so 
bothered previous generations. A simple 
tug and it’s ‘Good night, Ben Sherman!’”

Interesting, but not entirely useful. But 
wait!

Scene Two: Me, in a typical shirt with 
a row of buttons down the front. I rip it 
open — and four buttons ricochet across 
the room. I then deliver a dire warning 
in a sepulchral voice: “Remember, folks. 
Do not do as I did and forget that you are 
wearing a shirt with a row of buttons and 
corresponding holes. Shirts with buttons 
require a degree of manual dexterity that is 
not necessarily given to us all and unless you 
are married to a compulsive seamstress, stick 
to poppers.”

Next week, the advantages of Velcro over 
shoelaces.

paulmcelroy@shaw.ca

DIY videos can inspire even ‘useless’ guys 

Paul McElroy
+ ANOTHER 

THING
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Cooperation fostered by pro-rep
I will be voting yes to change to a 

proportional representation (pro-rep) 
voting system.

For me, it is a basic issue of fairness. 
Political parties should get the same 
percentage of seats in the legislature as 
British Columbians who voted for them. 
That is not how our current system 
works, so I hope we vote to change it.

Right now, under first-past-the-post, 
political parties can get a majority of the 
seats in the legislature even if they get 
far less than a majority of the votes. That 
is called a false majority.

Recently, Doug Ford’s Progressive 
Conservatives in Ontario earned the 
support of 40.5 per cent of the voters. As 
a result, he got 60 per cent of the seats 
and 100 per cent of the power. Factor 58 
per cent voter turnout and actually, only 
about one in four voters in Ontario gave 
Mr. Ford his false majority.

For the next four years, there is no 
way to hold him accountable. Legisla-
tively, he is unstoppable. And, he has 
been clear, he will even circumvent the 
judicial branch if he wishes to do so.

British Columbia also has a long histo-
ry of false majorities. Voters have been 
gathering behind two large parties, and 
the political debate distilled into yes 
and no, good and bad, us and them. It is 

polarized, simplistic and we are not well 
served by it.

That is why I am supporting a change 
to a proportional representation sys-
tem. Our government should serve the 
people, not simplistic political parties 
and ideologies.

Pro-rep systems require your politi-
cians to work harder, smarter and more 
collaboratively. That is why politicians 
promise you they’ll change to pro-rep 
during an election, and then bail when 
they get a false majority. 

In the end, it is about power: Your 
power. When it is consolidated and 
given unchecked to a political party, it 
is intoxicating. From what I have seen 
since being elected to represent you in 
the legislature, it is beneficial to spread 
power around. Giving political parties 
100 per cent of the power is not a good 
idea.

It’s not that we politicians are bad 
people. It’s just that 100 per cent of 
our power, is, well, really powerful, 
and probably something that we all 
should share and protect.

I represent 50,000 different opin-
ions in Saanich North and the Islands. 
So when the political environment is 
charged, divided and combative, it is 
very difficult to solve the challenges 
we face. 

It is no exaggeration to say the 
issues we face threaten our existence. 
Solutions will require cooperation, 
collaboration and creativity. A pro-rep 
government will help us achieve this.

Pro-rep governments are more 
thoughtful and kind. Elections are 
more civil. They are more friendly 
because, at the end of the election, 
politicians have to work with each 
other. All votes, in all ridings, all weigh 
the same because every vote counts 
the same. 

You might laugh and say “That is not 
how politicians work!” And you are 
right! That is precisely why we need to 
change the expectations, change the 
narrative and change the outcomes.

This fall please vote for proportional 
representation and change the way 
we do politics.

Cannabis: a LeDain Commission view 
By ralPH MIllEr

This article is based in part 
on our brief, Cannabis in Can-
ada 2013, submitted through 
our MP, federal Green Party 
leader Elizabeth May, as a 
contribution to the ongoing 
federal and provincial delib-
erations regarding cannabis 
legislation and administra-
tive regulation. 

The easing of certain feder-
al restrictions regarding can-
nabis’ recreational and medi-
cal use and research recently 
took place (Oct. 17), shifting 
regulatory emphasis from 
the federal criminal justice 
system to the more appro-
priate health, education and 
welfare areas (primarily pro-
vincial and municipal respon-
sibilities). This will entail a 
complicated time-consuming 
process that will likely go 
on for a few years — hence 
the continuing relevance of 
the detailed options “pros 
and cons” in our 2013 brief 
(available upon request). 
Provinces and municipalities 
can impose additional use, 
access and distribution regu-
lation, and taxes, but cannot 
be more liberal than federal 
legislation.

Evidence suggests that 
cannabis has been used since 
prehistoric times for medici-
nal, religious, textile and 
recreational purposes. The 
first cannabis laws in Can-
ada (1923) appear to have 
been largely based on racial/
cultural fear and prejudice 
(regarding Asians, Africans 
and Mexicans), along with 
related intentional misin-
formation and propaganda 
in Canada (e.g., The Black 
Candle) and U.S. (e.g., Reefer 

Madness). There is no record 
of any scientific consultation 
nor significant discussion in 
parliament. 

The addition of cannabis to 
the Opium and Narcotic Drug 
Act appears to have been 
little more than a simple 
clerical inclusion intended to 
guard against possible future 
problems, and did not pro-
hibit medicinal and research 
use. However, access to 
research and medical canna-
binoid materials was admin-
istratively blocked soon after 
WW ll. In 1968, while I was 
on the psychology faculty of 
McMaster University, there 
were no approved cannabis 
supplies available in Canada 
— for which I had made an 
unsuccessful request to the 
federal government for my 
legitimate ongoing psycho-
pharmacological pain, anxi-
ety and learning research. 

In 1969, I became research 
director for Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau’s LeDain Com-
mission of Inquiry into the 
Non-Medical Use of Drugs. 
We were soon granted access 
to U.S. NIH-sourced mari-
juana and synthetic THC for 
our studies. In 1972, the com-
mission concluded in our 
uniquely thorough multidis-
ciplinary science-based Can-
nabis Report, that the well-
documented personal, social 
and economic costs to soci-
ety of employing the exist-
ing criminal law and justice 
system to control the simple 
possession and use of can-
nabis was not cost-effective, 

and far outweighed the like-
ly potential for harm of the 
substance. To date, all signifi-
cant governmental reports 
and scientific reviews from 
around the world, includ-
ing WHO’s recent June 2018 
report, have unanimously 
come to the same conclusion. 

All drugs, medical and rec-
reational, have potential for 
harm. While it would appear 
that cannabis may be rela-
tively benign (compared, for 
example, to alcohol), any 
substance can become prob-
lematic under certain con-
ditions with excessive and 
inappropriate use. Canna-
bis is no exception: primary 
concerns include possible 
adverse effects on child/ado-
lescent development, driving 
and workplace impairment, 
dependency potential, acute 
short-term memory and 
attention difficulties, poten-
tial balance issues for seniors, 
and lung problems for smok-
ers. 

Cannabis has extremely 
low life-threatening overdose 
potential. From the point of 
view of lethal toxicity, can-
nabis must be considered one 
of the safest drugs in either 
medical or non-medical use 
today. It would appear that 
few, if any, human deaths 
have been directly caused by 
cannabis overdose. 

The task facing our soci-
ety now is to wisely orches-
trate the cannabis regulatory, 
social and health-care evolu-
tion taking place, seeking a 
balance between: individual 
rights and freedoms; the rela-
tive potential for personal 
and social harm, as well as 
the benefits of cannabis; and 

our social response to its pres-
ence — a presence which, like 
it or not, barring unforeseen 
and seemingly unlikely cir-
cumstances, would appear to 
be permanently woven into 
the fabric of our culture.

Of greater importance 
than the current cannabis-
specific focus, in a broader 
context, the societal pressure 
to publicly, rationally exam-
ine the laws and administra-
tive regulations regarding 
the non-medical use of drugs 
provides a potentially fruit-
ful opportunity to address 
the larger issues of evidence-
based policy development in 
other areas of governmental 
responsibility. For example, 
issues concerning economics, 
public and private owner-
ship, health care and other 
public services, utilization 
of natural resources and 
the environment are areas 
where governmental poli-
cy often, in the very recent 
past, seemed to be based on 
political, ideological posi-
tions rather than scientific 
evidence and rational analy-
sis.

Ralph Miller, PhD, is found-
ing director of The Green Isle 
Enterprise, which is devoted 
to holistic psychology, health 
and education. He has been a 
psychologist, family counsel-
lor and educator in the Gulf 
Islands since 1976. In addition 
to his work with the LeDain 
Commission, McMaster Uni-
versity and Camosun, he 
served as vice-president of 
the International Society for 
Herbal Medicine (Lucknow) 
and science adviser/writer 
with Organic India Ltd.
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Road safety is everyone’s concern
By susan Gordon 

As those of us islanders 
and visitors who traverse Salt 
Spring’s roadways on foot and 
bicycle are well aware, we 
have few options for safety 
when it comes to some of our 
more rural roads and discon-
nected pathways. While every 
improvement to the system 
is welcomed and well-used 
immediately, we are besieged 
with a lack of coherent shoul-
ders along most roadways and 
unmarked crossings where 
trails come to an end at major 
intersections. And it’s dark. 

Given the rapid decline of 
available daylight at this time 
of year, I feel it is imperative 
to remind pedestrians, cyclists 
and drivers to take care and 
keep an eye out for each 
other.

We initiated the #SeeMe 
campaign after one of our 
running club’s members was 
hit by a vehicle while cycling 
down Ganges Hill in the day-
light in April 2017. Prior to 
that incident, we have had 
other members, friends and 
acquaintances on the island 
who have suffered serious 
injuries and subsequent long-
term effects of car-pedestrian 
collisions, not to mention the 
shock of many near-misses.

In B.C. case history, the vic-
tim’s clothing is typically men-
tioned as a factor in these 
accidents, particularly if it 
was dark and/or rainy at the 
time. Implications are that if 
a vulnerable person was not 
visible to the driver thanks to 
wearing dark clothing with no 
reflective gear, they may be 
held partly at fault. 

I cringe when driving the 
island’s roads, especially 
through Ganges, on a wet, 
dark evening. Through the 

glare of headlights diffused 
by water droplets and hard-
working wipers, at times there 
are people on foot who are 
barely discernible. Even in the 
daylight hours, if you compare 
a pedestrian in dark clothing 
versus one in bright colours, 
the difference is remarkable. 
If you can be seen, a driver 
has much more time to slow 
down, brake and swing wide 
enough to allow safe passage.

Most drivers here are cour-
teous and try hard to comply 
with road-sharing rules and 
etiquette. To those, we are 
extremely grateful and are 
happy to let them know with 
a smile, a wave, or a nod, and 
a “thank you,” even though it 
may not be heard. 

However, two drivers 
on the recently re-opened 
Walker’s Hook Road decid-
ed to challenge us on this 
past weekend’s group run. 
It is still a less-than-perfect 
road, even with the repairs, 
as much of it remains rough, 
pot-holed, cracked and very 
narrow in spots. We cannot 
jump off the side of the road 
to accommodate those who 
will not slow down or move 
over. There are ditches, slip-
pery leaves and sometimes a 
rough drop-off to the edge 
of the pavement. One driver 
— an adult who should know 
better —  even went so far as 
to deliberately and aggres-
sively hit the gas pedal right 
beside one of the runners, 
giving her quite a fright. 
This is unacceptable, and 
caused even more stress to 
a woman who is undergoing 
cancer treatments and just 

wanted to spend some time 
running with her friends on 
her weekend return to the 
island.

To these aggressive drivers, 
and those who will not slow 
down or move over, we say 
you are risking lives. So you’re 
in a hurry? Well, the scenario 
that would take place should 
you actually hit a pedestrian 
or cyclist would be something 
like the following:

You need to stay at the 
scene. If you leave, it will just 
add to the list of charges you 
might be facing as a result 
of hitting the runner, walker 
or cyclist. We usually run in 
groups, so the first course of 
action is that someone would 
immediately attend to the 
victim, and another will call 
9-11. Both an ambulance and 
the police will be needed. If 
nobody else is around, you 
will need to call 9-11 and 
check on the victim your-
self. If you were angry at the 
runner or runners simply for 
being on the road, it would 
be a good idea to put that 
aside and think quickly about 
how to mediate the situa-
tion and the ensuing traffic 
back-ups that occur if you are 
in a high traffic area. Then 
call whoever, wherever you 
were in such a hurry to get 
to and tell them you’re going 
to be held up for awhile. First 
responders will arrive to help 
the victim. The RCMP will be 
there to control traffic and 
begin taking statements. Nat-
urally, everyone is going to be 
in shock and emotions will be 
running high. Your day, the 
victim’s, and everyone else’s 
has just changed in the blink 
of an eye. 

Then there’s the after-
math. It could take months, 

or years to settle. There might 
be charges, fines, lawyers, 
court, and stress related to the 
accident. As for the victim? 
Well, we have a few people 
you could talk to in person 
that might help change your 
driving habits. Their lives are 
changed forever.

My tone is not meant to 
be condescending or provoke 
division between drivers and 
pedestrians. I am a driver 
too. I would never want to 
get in any kind of accident, or 
receive a ticket for speeding 
or dangerous driving. Ever. I’ve 
been late to events and meet-
ings, just like most people. I’ve 
gone too fast, and regretted it. 
I’ve had close calls on dark or 
shadowy streets when I didn’t 
see the pedestrian or cyclist 
until the last minute. I hate 
those moments. We need to 
look out for one another, and 
try our best to enact preven-
tion wherever possible.

I would love to see busi-
nesses and members of our 
community help promote the 
#SeeMe movement. While 
it might seem rather odd if 
I were to be out there slap-
ping reflective wrist-bands on 
passers-by, perhaps the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the RCMP, 
Search and Rescue, Lady 
Minto Hospital, Salt Spring 
Fire Rescue and others might 
be interested in a community-
driven incentive to ensure that 
our vulnerable road users are 
visible to drivers, and that driv-
ers are aware of the necessity 
to exhibit responsible habits 
when encountering those on 
foot and bicycle.

The writer is a member of 
Salt Spring Sneakers, which 
initiated the #SeeMe cam-
paign on the island in 2017. 

Current voting system preferred
By Ian taCy 

Electoral reform needs to be 
founded with the guidance of 
a non-partisan, independent 
body. It should not be crafted 
by a newly formed coalition 
government that does not 
have a clear mandate. 

We voted on electoral 
reform in 2005 and 2009 based 
on province-wide study by an 
independent commission and 
we turned it down. This time 
it is strongly politicized and 
biased out of the gate.

Given its importance, the 
threshold to change should 
also be much higher than a 
minimum 50 per cent plus 
one. Canada almost broke in 
half with the Quebec refer-
endum.

The current system is 
straightforward and has pro-
vided us with stable govern-
ment for many decades. It is 
not perfect, of course, but 
it has produced our current 
status as the best-performing 

province by most standards, 
and our country, also gov-
erned by FPTP, is one of the 
most stable democratic gov-
ernments in the world. If a 
governing party fails in perfor-
mance or promises we “throw 
the bums out.” This won’t be 
so easy to do with PR since the 
party chooses half the candi-
dates. 

So why change it? I say 
don’t. Simply vote “no” to 
proportional representation.

Proportional representa-
tion seeks to equate the 
percentage of votes to the 
percentage  of seats won. 
Sounds simple but it is not. 
The options presented are 
so complex even Elections 
BC and NDP Minister of 
Advanced Education Melanie 
Mark, who has a political sci-
ence degree, admitted she 
can’t explain them. 

It is very useful to learn 
from the experience of other 
jurisdictions. However, two 

of the three systems put for-
ward have not been tried 
anywhere. A third system, 
Mixed Member Proportional 
(MMP), has only been adopt-
ed in — get this — Bolivia, 
Germany, Lesotho (can be 
found on Google Earth) and 
New Zealand. If you don’t 
want to experiment, vote no 
to PR.

The MMP system lets the 
voter choose one candidate in 
the riding but the party selects 
the other. This is a mixed-up 
system. The method of select-
ing half the MLAs hasn’t been 
explained but it could be 
from a party list and not your 
choice.

If you don’t understand it, 
vote no to PR.

PR favours multiple single-
issue parties, including non-
secular and extremist far right 
and left groups. The utopian 
wish that these diverse groups 
coalesce into a functioning 
cooperative is rare. Think Isra-

el, Germany, Italy. PR results in 
many non-decisive elections 
with backroom deals neces-
sary to form coalition govern-
ments.

Belgium and Ireland have 
been incapable of forming a 
government for many months 
at a time due to an inability 
to form a workable coalition. 
The balance of power often 
winds up in the hands of 
fringe groups with major par-
ties forced to compromise and 
contradict promises to voters. 

To avoid these fractious 
outcomes, vote for stable 
governments. Vote no PR.

Our FPTP system is simple 
and stable and in this world 
that is a big deal. There is no 
existing government that 
demonstrates PR would pro-
vide a better model for B.C.

I urge you to vote and vote 
no PR.

The writer is a part-time Salt 
Spring resident.
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WEDNESDAY

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Mormon church. Info: Email cloudie48@gmail.
com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around 
the back. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Lions Hall. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the 
last Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 
2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC at SS Seniors Centre 
board room. 10 a.m. Con� dential, accurate, easy 
and convenient.  
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. 9 to 10 a.m. 
Experience a variety of exercises that will awaken 
every muscle in your body. Stretch, strengthen, 
mobilize, BFit! Core strength, stabilization and 
injury prevention are a main focus. Contact: 
SynergyFit Personal Training, trisha.synergy� t@
gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room 
from 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 
250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone issues at Salt Spring Literacy. 
By appointment at the literacy centre at 125B 
Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or 
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start).
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius 
Bay Rd. from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 
to 9 p.m.
GAMES AFTERNOON at Salt Spring Seniors. 1 
to 3 p.m.
HATHA FLOW YOGA with Dorothy Price at Stowel 
Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 
p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 
250-930-5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with 
the Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse 
at Stowel Lake Farm. O� ered by donation with 
Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 to 
8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Pilates is a body conditioning system that builds 
� exibility and long, lean muscles, strength and 
endurance. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com
SSI PAINTERS GUILD meets at ArtSpring. 9:30 
a.m. For activities see website ssipaintersguild.ca.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for 
a deliciously prepared lunch with community 
focused speakers and presentations at the Salt 
Spring Baptist Church, around the back, from 
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness Centre. 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. and 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m.  PLUS  Chair Yoga (Seniors) from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info: info@
santosha-yoga-retreats.com, 250-537-7675
YOGA FLOW with Li Mei Wong at Duck Creek 
Farm. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. Info: limei.wong1@gmail.
com
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 
1 to 2 p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or 
clairebeariona@yahoo.com.
VISUALLY IMPAIRED SUPPORT GROUP meets 
on the � rst Thursday of the month at SS Seniors 
Centre (across from Country Grocer), 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Info: David at 250-537-8595 or Seniors 
Centre 250-537-4604.

EVERY THURSDAY 

AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 5 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12 to 1 p.m.
KUNDALINI YOGA - all levels with Shannon 
Cowan at the Wellness Centre. 8 to 9:15 a.m.
NIA — Discover the delicious music, mindful 
movement & healing magic of Nia, a fabulous, fun 
blend of dance, martial arts and yoga. “Move Your 
Body’s Way,”  nurturing your body, mind & spirit 
in a fabulous, welcoming community of women. 
No dance experience needed. Antler Ridge Dance 
Studio, 211 Horel Rd., 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info: 
arleensadler@shaw.ca
OPEN MIC NIGHT at the Legion. 7 to 9 p.m.
PICKLEBALL runs at Fernwood Elementary School 
from 6 to 9 p.m.
SQUASH - Have Fun Learning Squash introductory 
sessions at the squash court at the Salt Spring Golf 
Club. Bring clean non-marking shoes. First time is 
free. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 0 
to 6 and caregivers.  Toy library also open. 12:30 
to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-
the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
VIJNANA YOGA with Liz Young at Stowel Lake 
Farm. 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
YOGA ALL LEVELS with Dorothy Price at SS Centre 
of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA with Jim Dickinson at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 2 to 3 p.m.
YOGA FOUNDATIONS with Li Mei Wong at Duck 
Creek Farm. 6 to 7 p.m. Info: limei.wong1@gmail.com

EVERY FRIDAY 

COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
4 to 6 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

FAMILY MOVIE MATINEE at the SS Public Library 
Program Room. 2:30 p.m. From Sept. 14 to Nov. 9, 
except for Oct. 12. 
FAMILY STORYTIME at the SS Public Library in 
the children’s corner at 11 a.m. Drop-in program 
best for kids ages 3-6 and their caregivers. From 
Sept. 21 to Nov. 30. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. 
Move with less pain and stress by learning how 
to make any activity more e� ective and more 
enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings his vast 
collection of board games, or you can bring your 
own. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 12:15 to 2 p.m. 
MIXED LEVELS YOGA with John Howe at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE with Kaya Reiss at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 

DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family 
Place. For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 
a.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Salt Spring Elementary 
School from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.   Info: ha� zbhimji@
shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

SUNDAY 

CHRONIC PAIN SUPPORT GROUP meets at SS 
Seniors every other Sunday beginning Sept. 16. 
1 p.m. 

EVERY SUNDAY 

KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Salt Spring Elementary 
School from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
RED BALL TENNIS. Indoors at the Salt Spring 
Island Tennis Centre behind the golf club for 
adults ages 16 and over. Two hours of fun, exercise 
and friendship. Mini-court tennis from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Info: Laura Moore, 250-537-0721.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the SS Centre of Yoga. 3:30 p.m. 
YIN YOGA with Shelby Lu� man at SS Wellness 
Centre. 12 to 1:15 p.m.

MONDAY 

SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at 
the SS United Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.
saltspring� re.com. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
usually meets on the third Monday of each 
month at the Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m. 
Public welcome. But con� rm meeting dates at 
250-537-4448. 
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the fourth Monday of each month at the 
SS Public Library Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY

ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. 9 to 10 a.m. See 
Wednesday class description (but note di� erent 
location). Contact: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 
250-653-4656.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY

DARTS at the Legion from 6 to 9 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 
6:45 p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: 
George Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 250-653-
4332, alicef@saltspring.com. 
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION 
GROUP at Family Place. A drop-in for parents of 
babies prenatal to 1 year with weekly speakers. 
Pre-register (familyplace@ssics.ca) for childcare. 
Lunch provided. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
NIA — See Thursday description, except the 
location is All Saints Church, downstairs hall. 
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info: arleensadler@shaw.ca
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT 
INTELLIGENCE CLASS with Anna Haltrecht 
at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 12:45 
p.m. This innovative movement class features 
the work of John Pepper and is suitable for 
people with Parkinson’s and other neurological 
conditions that are highly motivated to learn 
solutions for movement di�  culties. Info: Anna 
Haltrecht, 250-537-5681, anna@bonesforever.
com
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds 
casual co� ee mornings for its members at 
Penny’s on the Green at 10 a.m. 
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet at All 
Saints from 6 to 8 p.m. 
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB meets 
to knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. Free. 
Newcomers welcome. Penny’s Pantry on the 
Green. 1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found 
in the Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are 
available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health 
is open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are 
always welcome.
VIJNANA YOGA LEVEL 2 with Cathy Valentine at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre: Mixed Levels from both 8:15 a.m. to 9:15 
a.m. and from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; Level 1 from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY

YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library on Oct. 1, 15 and 30 this 
month (and every other Tuesday thereafter). 3:30 
to 5 p.m.  
5RHYTHMS with Shauna Devlin runs on the third 
Tuesday of each month at Stowel Lake Farm from 
5 to 7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

ACTIVE LEARNING, the Tuesday Edition. 
Current events and conversation.  Respectful, 
fun, discussion group. SS Seniors Centre Dawson 
Lounge. 2 to 4 p.m. Everyone welcome. Very 
interesting every time.

EVERY TUESDAY 

AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome 
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at 
weekly practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 
p.m. Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 1 to 3 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
CHOIR at Salt Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.
FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7:30 p.m.
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall from 
1 to 3 p.m. All welcome.
NIA — See Thursday description, except the 
location is All Saints Church upper hall from 5:45 
to 7 p.m. Info: arleensadler@shaw.ca
MEN’S GROUP - A council of highly supportive 
men. 7 to 9:30 p.m. Info: John, call/text 1-519- 
821-9703, reinless@mender.ca or meetup.com/
reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at Fulford 
Hall from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and at Fernwood 
Elementary School from 6 to 9 p.m. Instruction 
and equipment provided for beginners. Info: 
ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
SHUT UP AND WRITE - silent focused writing in 
25-minute intervals, with 5-minute breaks. Salt 
Spring Public Library in Room 106. 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. https://www.facebook.com/suawssi/
SQUASH - Have Fun Learning Squash introductory 
sessions at the squash court at the Salt Spring Golf 
Club. Bring clean non-marking shoes. First time is 
free. 10:30 a.m. to noon.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 
to 9 p.m. 
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
and their children aged 0-6 at Family Place. 12 
to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
VIJNANA YOGA with Gay Young at Stowel Lake 
Farm. 5:15 to 6:45 p.m. 
WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE with Kaya Reiss at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 4 to 5 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Slow Flow 
class at Salt Spring Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 
5:45 p.m.

getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! 
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Commemorating the 11th Hour of the 11th Day of the 11th Month

Over the years, the Driftwood has 
published wartime photos submitted by 

community members. Some of those appear here 
as a Remembrance Day collage. Clockwise from top left: 

Eyles brothers in Royal Air Force, 1915; Capt. (Matron) Jean 
Doerr (Holmes); members of 442 Squadron; crew of the Halifax 
LK959, all killed in action in Oct. 1943; RAF fl ying offi cer W.H. 
Vincent and Ruffl es the fox terrier; crew of HMCS Rosthern, 
1944; Bette Barbour (Burbidge) in Edmonton during WWII.
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EMBRANCE DAY



“Lest we forget”.

Please join us for 2 minutes of silence
on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
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REMEMBRANCE dAy ACtivitiEs

Lest We Forget: Remembrance Day in Ganges
Parade, hymns, two minutes 
of silence and more 
suBMIttEd BY rCl BranCH 92

This year’s Remembrance Day ceremony on Sunday, 
Nov. 11 marks the centenary of the end of the First 
World War and honours the courage and devotion of 
brave men and women who died for their country. 

The ceremony takes place at the Cenotaph in 
Centennial Park. It is preceded by a parade of vets 
with the participation of contingents from the Royal 
Canadian Navy, the RCMP and personnel from emer-
gency service organizations as well as the Scouts and 
Guides and other community organizations all led 
by the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 Pipes and 
Drums. 

Starting at about 10:50 a.m., the commemorative 
ceremony includes prayers and hymns led by Rev. 
Juli Mallett as well as music sung by the Salt Spring 
Singers and the Makana Youth Choir accompanied 
by the Salt Spring Concert Band. The Last Post will 
be sounded, then followed at 11 a.m. by two min-
utes of silence marked by the firing of the cannon. 
(Important note: the noise of the cannon will be 
loud.) 

After the two minutes of silence comes the Lament 
played by a piper and the bugle call Reveille and 
then the reading of In Flanders Fields and more 
music as memorial wreaths are laid on the Cenotaph. 

At the ceremony’s conclusion the parade will 
march past the reviewing stand where Tom Toynbee 
will take the salute recognizing the sacrifices of his 
family and those of other island families made dur-
ing the two World Wars and in other conflicts since.

See the ad on page 13 of this issue for more details 
about other Legion-sponsored Remembrance Day 
activities.  

driftwood file Photos by jen maclelllan

Above: Cenotaph in Ganges with wreaths 
placed at its base on Nov. 11, 2017. 
At top right: Some of the participants in the  
2017 Remembrance Day parade in Ganges. 

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 has compiled a list of sounds people 
will hear on Remembrance Day this year, not only at Centennial Park. 

• 6 a.m. - You may hear the distant sound of a lone bagpiper playing 
the air of “The Battle’s Over - now sleep in peace the battle’s over.” This 
same tune will be played throughout the United Kingdom and in countries 
around the world to mark the day 100 years ago when the guns fell silent. 

• 11 a.m. - Cannon will be fired to mark the beginning and end of the two 
minutes of silence during the Royal Canadian Legion’s parade and ceremony 
at the Cenotaph. Important note: The noise will be loud in the Centennial 
Park area. 

• 6:55 p.m. - Dale Romagnoli will sound the bugle call The Last Post from 
the tug Seahorse moored in Ganges Harbour. 

• 7 p.m. - A beacon will be lit at the masthead of the Seahorse, one of 
thousands to be lit around the world. Other prominent sites are invited to 
(safely) do the same. 

• 7:05-7:15 p.m. - Bells will be rung across the United Kingdom, Canada 
and other nations to celebrate the end of the Great War. 

According to the BBC, “the ringing of bells erupted spontaneously across 
Britain as the outpouring of relief that four years of war had come to an 
end.” Any church, building or historical site equipped with bells on Salt 
Spring or anywhere else is invited to participate. 

The sounds of November 11th

A few fast World War I facts: 
• More than 650,000 Canadians and New-

foundlanders served.
• More than 66,000 died and 172,000 

were wounded (compared to the 44,927 
who died and 53,145 who were wounded in 
World War II).

• 2,818 were taken prisoner of war. 
• 175 Canadian merchant seamen died by 

enemy action.
• Canadians saw their first major action at 

Ypres on April 22, 1915. Lieutenant-Colonel 
John McCrae was inspired to write In Flan-
ders Fields to honour a friend who died dur-
ing this battle.

• The Battle of the Somme in 1916 saw 
the 1st Newfoundland Regiment suffer 
especially heavy losses. Of the approximate-
ly 800 Newfoundlanders who went into 

battle, only 68 were at roll call the following 
morning.

• The Battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917 was the 
first time all four divisions of the Canadian 
Corps fought together as one formation. 
The Canadian National Vimy Memorial at 
that site was unveiled in 1936.

• Canadians took part in the Battle of 
Passchendaele from October to November 
1917, where a strategic village in Belgium 
was captured.

• More than 2,800 Canadian Nursing Sis-
ters served with the Canadian Army Medical 
Corps.

• Approximately 4,000 Aboriginal Cana-
dians enlisted during the war. This repre-
sented nearly one-third of all Aboriginal-
Canadian men eligible to serve.

SOURCE: Government of Canada

Canada and the First World War 

GORDON LEE

THE TREE GUY
250-537-4668

Lest we forget.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY  

Tuesday November 11th 2014 
Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communities worldwide to 
pay homage to those who have served, to observe a moment 
of silence, to mark the sacrifice of so many who gave their 
tomorrows for our todays, to reflect and remember … 

Lest We Forget 
Breakfast at the Legion in Meaden Hall 8:30-10:00. By donation. All welcome. 
Bus transportation from the Legion to Centennial Park starting at 10:00.  

Parade musters at Ganges Post Office - 10:30.  Colour Party, Legion Pipe 
Band, Veterans and Legion Members, Royal Canadian Navy Contingent, RCMP, 
Coast Guard, Firefighters, RCMSAR, SAR, Guides, Cubs. 

Remembrance Day Service at Cenotaph in Centennial Park - 10:45.  
Dedicated and prominent seating for Veterans. 

Wreaths available from the Legion 250 537-5822. 

The public is cordially invited to an Open House at the Legion following the 
ceremony/parade: mingle with Veterans and Legion Members, refreshments, 
entertainment, youth groups activity in Meaden Hall, membership kiosk open.  

           We Will Remember Them.            
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
Sunday, November 11th 2018

Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communities worldwide to pay 
homage to those who have served, to observe a moment of silence, 

to mark the sacrifi ce of so many who gave 
their tomorrows for our todays, to refl ect and remember …

Remembrance Day Service 
at 11am at the Cenotaph in 

Centennial Park - starting 
at 10:30. Dedicated and 

prominent seating for Veterans.

Wreaths available from the 
Legion 250 537-5822.

BREAKFAST: 
at the Legion in Meaden Hall 

8:30-10:00. By donation. 
All welcome.

BUS TRANSPORTATION: 
from the Legion to 

Centennial Park starting at 10:00.

PARADE MUSTERS: 
at Ganges Post Offi ce - 10:15. 

Colour Party, Veterans and Legion 
Members, Royal Canadian Navy 
Contingent, RCMP, Coast Guard, 

Firefi ghters, RCMSAR, SAR, 
Girl Guides, Boy Scouts & Cubs.

We Will 
Remember Them.

The public is cordially invited to an 
Open House at the Legion following 
the ceremony/parade: mingle with 
Veterans and Legion Members, 
refreshments, entertainment, 
membership kiosk open.

100th Anniversary of Armistace. 
See our website for more information  http://www.saltspringlegionbr92.com/Remembrance-Day.htm

WORLD WAR I

Tragedy often forgotten
The Spanish Lady claimed 

many lives

BY DR. MALCOLM BOND
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

In 1918-1919 a massive infl uenza swept the 
world. It obtained its “Spanish Lady” name as 
it was thought to have originated in Spain.

The war-torn world at that time was an 
awaiting incubation chamber for the Span-
ish Lady, as the soldiers called it. The Royal 
Navy of Britain had so effectively blockaded 
Europe that much of Central Europe was 
suffering malnutrition and starvation. In 
addition, millions of soldiers at the war’s end 
were heading home after the exhausting 
fi nal 100 days of fi ghting.

Canada’s small but superb army was no 
exception to the possibility that home-bound 
soldiers would bring the fl u with them. Over 
the last 100 days, our soldiers were a major 
spearhead for the allies. There was an epic 
series of battles of the following names: 
Amiens, the Canal du Nord, the Drocourt- 
Queant line, Lille, Valenciennes, Armentieres 
and lastly Mons on the morning of Nov. 11, 
1918.  A few months later the Canadians 
were boarding trains in Belgium and France 
to go to the English Channel where ships 
would take the wounded and the lucky ones 
home to Canada.

As the soldiers were on the trains, medi-
cal doctors would come through the cars 
and look for victims of the fl u, who would 
then be taken to medical facilities, including 
hospitals. My father, Jesse Bond was one of 
those diagnosed with the disease, being ill 

with a temperature of 105 F. He was taken to 
a medical clearing station in France and was 
serious enough that he was forwarded to 
a military hospital in Basingstoke, England. 
His recovery at the hospital took six months.  
Likely he had a condition that was not fully 
understood but was secondary to the fl u. The 
condition was found to be an offshoot of a 
serious infection resulting in various periph-
eral nerve disjunctions. We now know it as 
Guillian Barre syndrome.

He was lucky in that he made a full recov-
ery. Approximately 40 per cent of Guillian 
Barre victims were left with permanent dis-
abilities and many died from it.

The fl u swept across Canada as the sol-
diers arrived. It hit all classes of people hard, 
whether they were from prosperous cities 
with modern medical facilities or where it 
surfaced in isolated communities, such as the 
Inuit settlement of Labrador. Sickness and 
death were everywhere.

Our war veterans, whether 100-plus years 
ago or today, fought to preserve our way of 
life. The memories of those efforts of World 
War 1 Canadians are acknowledged in the 
World War 1 history written by John Keegan, 
a writer without peer.

 He said that the single most important 
power determining the outcome of the war 
was the British Empire. His summation was 
that at the end of the day Britain did not 
beat Germany, she simply outlasted her, the 
difference being the half million men of the 
Royal Navy and the nearly fi ve million men 
of the armies of the British Empire “led by 
those magnifi cent soldiers of the lands of 
snow and sun — Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand.”

From left, Jesse Bond, with friends Ian Halley, Dun Halley and Bill Evans in Bullock 
Lake on Salt Spring Island in 1913, before Bond and Ian Halley volunteered to serve 
in World War I. 

Island Families in Focus . . . 

Lest We Forget

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVE. 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7:30-6PM, SAT. 8-5PM, OPEN SUN. 10-4PM

Six members of the Sampson family on Salt Spring served their country in the 
Second World War. In the photo at top, from left, are Bill, Ernie, Harold and Albert 
Sampson. Ernie was a cook on the HMCS Quesnel and the HMCS Dunver, travelling 
the North Atlantic Triangle run. Above, at left, is Stan Sampson, who served in 
the Royal Canadian Navy from 1942-45. Vic Sampson, above right, served in the 
army from 1943 to 1946. As the youngest brother Chuck Sampson explains, the six 
brothers were all born and raised on the island and all six returned from overseas 
duties. “We were very very fortunate,” he said. He notes that six out of the 13 
children in his family — 11 brothers and two sisters — served in World War II.



DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

And they who for 
their country die shall 
fi ll an honored grave, 
for glory lights the 
soldier’s tomb, and 

beauty weeps the brave.
�- JOSEPH RODMAN DRAKE

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.Platinum Collection

On November 11, the people of our country 
who served in wars past 

will be remembered for their valour.

We thank the men and women who serve our country 
and make our dreams possible.

Li Read

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5 pm / Sat. 9 - 3 pm
ph: 250-537-5527 /  fx: 250-537-9700

1-888-537-5527
email: info@seafi rstinsurance.com

Lest we forget

PRIVATE JESSE BOND, 
February 1916, age 21
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Because of veterans and all others who
gave of themselves for our country, we
have a home where freedom & peace are
still valued. And for that we are thankful.

2018 

Dealer #40319.

Because of veterans and all others whoSAM 
ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & 
Professional Service

• Factory Authorized 
Warranty Technician 
for all Makes & Models

• Hot Water Tank & 
Appliance Installation

• Licensed 
Refrigeration

• Fully Insured
250-537-5268  •  samander@telus.net

EMERGENCY SERVICE

Remembering and 
honouring our heroes.

Commercial • Residential
General Contractor

250-537-1603
www.wilcoconstruction.ca

Throughout our history, 
it has been through 

the efforts and sacrifi ces 
of those who have served our 

country that we are
privileged to live in a free

and peaceful nation.

11-11-18
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PERSONAL STORIES

Islander reflects on reasons to feel proud to march in Sunday’s Remembrance Day Parade
Finding grandfather’s 

name on a memorial 

and other experiences 

have impact

By KEn JaCKson
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

Last year was the first time I 
marched with the veterans for Salt 
Spring’s annual Remembrance Day 
parade. I could have marched here or 
elsewhere anytime over the past 40 
years because of my military service 
with Canada’s Reserves in the mid-
‘70s. But I didn’t do so. 

With my peacetime service, I didn’t 
consider myself a true veteran. I’m 
thankful I never had to fire my rifle 
at anyone, though I had training to 
do so. I felt it was more appropriate 
to attend as a supporter and did so 
regularly in different countries I lived 
in around the world, proudly wear-
ing my suit and regimental Balmoral 
cap to the services here at home.

In recent years it seemed there was 
one experience after another that 
helped me feel I’d finally earned a 
place marching in the ranks. Even 
though my first march was in my 61st 
year, I still felt like a boy marching 
amongst the men, afraid of mak-
ing a mistake and embarrassing the 
unit or myself. But, most of all, I was 
truly proud to be there. I wanted 
to honour people I’ve known and 

cared about, others I never met but 
whose story impacted me and the 
many other volunteers who served 
and fell, including the heartbreaking 
list of familiar names on Salt Spring’s 
Centennial Park Cenotaph.

My three years of Reserves service 
were spent with the 72nd Seaforth 
Highlanders of Canada, an infantry 
regiment based in Vancouver. Join-
ing up at 17, I was still proud to be 
accepted. Besides, in 1975, what teen-
age girl wouldn’t fall for a young 
man in a kilt?

Back then we were often referred 
to as “weekend warriors” or “mili-
tia,” as if we were only in the cadets 
rather than actually being in the 
military. My mom raised an eye-
brow, but I don’t remember need-
ing her permission, even though I 
could have been called into active 
duty. I certainly didn’t give a sec-
ond thought to the fine print of the 
enlistment papers I signed, including 
some mumbo-jumbo about being 
obligated to return to active duty for 
a five-year period, if called up.

But in ’75, Canada wasn’t at war 
and we were world-renowned 
and much respected for our role as 
peacekeepers, operating in nations 
like Egypt and Cyprus. It was in the 
years that followed that reserv-
ists were brought into some fierce 
combat roles in places like Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Afghanistan. At 
every march I’ve attended I reflect-
ed on the young men my age that 
have volunteered, then and now, 

some losing their lives because they 
stepped up and answered the call 
to serve.

There is a modest history of volun-
teer military service in my family. By 
far the greatest sacrifice made was 
my dad’s father, granddad Jackson, 
the grandfather I never met, who 
was a casualty of WWII. He was a 
volunteer with the Winnipeg Grena-
diers and was shot while fighting 
the Japanese in Hong Kong. He then 
became a POW when the British 
Army surrendered on Christmas Day 
1941. For the remainder of the war 
he was in a POW camp. The cruelest 
irony was he died on the hospital 
ship coming home to Canada after 
the war from malaria and malnutri-
tion. My dad was only five years old 

when his father left for war, leaving 
him few memories to share with my 
brothers and me and it was only in 
later years that he ever spoke about 
his dad at all.

A few years ago I was planning 
a business trip to Halifax and, just 
before leaving, my dad told me he’d 
heard from his sister, my Aunt Shir-
ley, that somewhere in the city there 
was a special memorial monument 
of some kind for all the service per-
sonnel lost at sea. Supposedly my 
grandfather’s name was recorded on 
it, for having died on his ship home. 
Dad couldn’t remember any more 
details, but suggested I might want 
to see it if I had time and could find 
it. I told him I would try to do just 
that and, on the plane ride there, 
began to plan.

What I didn’t know until I got to 
Halifax and began enquiring and 
searching is that there is seemingly 
a granite monument for something 
on just about every block in the city. 
Without any specific information 
beyond what Dad had told me, I got 
a lot of shaking heads, blank stares 
and shrugged shoulders to my que-
ries. I viewed at least 50 significant 
monuments and had all but run out 
of leads. As I was checking out of 
my hotel on my last morning there, 
the elderly desk clerk, who was a 
long-time Halifax resident, asked if 
I’d been to Point Pleasant Park yet, a 
large Stanley Park sized waterfront 
park, where he knew of at least one 
major naval monument.

Time was running short before my 
flight, but still with a determined 
desire to find the monument for 
Dad, I arranged my airport driver 
to stop at that park for one last 
search. The park was far bigger than 
I’d hoped. There were no obvious 
directions to any monuments, only 
a waterfront walkway that disap-
peared into the distance. 

With no time to spare I left my 
driver behind and began jogging 
down the path. Pain shot through 
my recently injured Achilles tendons 
in both feet, further aggravated by 
Halifax’s many hills that week. Even-
tually spying a huge anchor on a 
pedestal way up ahead, I gritted 
my teeth and picked up the pace, 
near certain I’d finally found what 
I was seeking. But the giant anchor 
was a memorial to all the merchant 
mariners lost during the war, not the 
monument I sought.

I was disappointed beyond expres-
sion and just stood there, wincing 
in pain, trying to catch my breath 
before turning back, hoping my 
driver hadn’t left. I noticed a couple 
coming towards me in the path not 
far ahead and asked if they knew 
of or had passed any kind of similar 
monument. They said there was a 
fair-sized one a few hundred metres 
back, but they didn’t know what it 
was for.

I glanced at my watch and decid-
ed to make a dash for it. Rounding 
the bend, I saw a monument with a 
maintenance crew working around 
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it. Puffing hard and in serious pain, I had to 
interrupt their shellac-spraying work in order to 
quickly circle the monument, spying the hun-
dreds of names on bronze plaques, seeking the 
one name I was desperate to find.

Finally, I saw there was a “Corporal Jackson, 
K.R. The Winnipeg Grenadiers.” But my dad 
hadn’t told me that Granddad was with the 
Grenadiers and I never knew his middle name 
was Royden, so I wasn’t really sure I had the 
right one. I took pictures of the monument 
and plaque and dashed back to make my flight 
home, the joy of success dampening my pains. 
When I called Dad from the airport he told me 
I’d found the correct one and I could tell he was 
moved by the effort I’d taken to find it. It made 
me realize that there was a lot more emotion 
in Dad about his father than he ever let on to 
us children. I’m grateful I was able to pay my 
respects and get a photo for him to see.

Some of my Mom’s older brothers also volun-
teered during WWII: all served in the European 
theatre and all returned home safely. One of 
them, my Uncle Sebastian, served on a frigate 
providing escort duty for Atlantic convoys. He 
and I spoke many times before he passed away 
a few years ago about his experiences; some 
were harrowing tales. At 20, he was only a little 
older than I was when I served. I recall the sense 
of service and patriotism he felt being there.

My respect for my dear Uncle Seb was greatly 
enhanced on that same visit I made to Halifax. I 
was able to tour the HMCS Sackville, a floating 
museum in Halifax Harbour. It is Canada’s only 
remaining Flower-class corvette, a smaller-sized 
ship in similar service to what Uncle Seb served 
on for several years. I was stunned at the real-
ity of the hardships he and his shipmates must 
have had to endure on such a sparsely equipped 
small ship, with cramped living conditions, sea-

sickness and a constant U-Boat threat. 
On Oct. 22, 2014, an event that stunned me 

to tears, was the senseless killing of reservist 
Corporal Nathan Cirillo while on ceremonial 
guard duty at Canada’s National War Memo-
rial in Ottawa. I visited that memorial for the 
first time in September 2015 and, seeing the 
current reservist guard on duty, was overcome 
with grief at the notion that someone would 
try to make a point by taking the life of a soldier 
proudly standing in honour guard for all of 
Canada’s fallen.

But, perhaps my most humbling moment 
came while I was in the city of London, U.K. 
on Remembrance Day a decade ago. A fam-
ily member was attending a physician on the 
famous-for-medical-care Harley Street and I 
chose to wait outside rather than in the wait-
ing room. Standing on the steps and watching 
life go by on the empty, barren street wasn’t 
too interesting until I spotted a solitary figure 
a long block away, in a crimson jacket, black 
slacks and black cap, walking in my direction. 
As the figure got closer, I realized it was a lean, 
older gentleman in a military uniform, walking 
stoically erect, at a determined steady pace. The 
branch of his military service was not obvious to 
me from his unique uniform.

As the gentleman came nearer, I could see he 
was probably close to 90 years old. He was look-
ing straight ahead, seemingly intent on reach-
ing his destination, which I assumed was a mili-
tary service of some kind. He’d already walked 
over half a mile on hard concrete from Oxford 
Street, a feat for someone of his age. As he 
approached he glanced up at me and I immedi-
ately nodded back in respect. His shiny polished 
walking boots looked impeccably ready for any 
level of rigorous inspection. He took a few more 
steps, veered slightly towards me and stopped. 

Then, in a quiet voice I barely heard, he asked 
me if I could tie one of his shoelaces, which I 
hadn’t noticed was undone.

I still haven’t the words to describe how hum-
bling an experience that was. I managed to 
blurt out some pleasantries and asked politely 
what branch of service he was in, “Royal Engi-
neers,” he replied, a WWII veteran. All tied up 
he politely thanked me and walked off. I’m 
not sure if he’s still with us today, but he or his 
memory is part of what I honour when I march.

The final piece of my life’s puzzle about 
marching fell into place recently when I accept-
ed a work assignment in a somewhat danger-

ous work location of the Kurdistan region of 
Northern Iraq. On a day-to-day basis, the most 
dangerous aspect of working was the chance of 
a horrific road traffic accident due to both road 
conditions and local driving behaviours. At the 
same time, the reality of working in Kurdistan 
was that our camp was an obvious target for 
an individual terrorist or group trying to cause a 
big impact. Our highly professional drivers and 
security team were constantly watching out for 
us against both these dangers and allowed us to 
concentrate on doing our work well.

One day at lunch in the main camp canteen, 
as I was looking for an empty seat, I was invited 
to sit down by one of the project employees 
at what was understood to be the security 
team table with “invitation-only” seating. The 
regulars were all combat veterans of units 
like the Green Berets, the Royal Marines, the 
South African Defense Force or the Iraqi mili-
tary, though their demeanor was anything but 
brazen about it. I got along well with them in 
general, and was respected in my own right for 
the professional work I was doing there, but the 
invite came after one of the regulars learned I’d 
served in Canada’s Reserves. The honour I felt 
being asked into their company because of their 
respect for my having served my country felt like 
validation.

When I march again this year, two of those 
whose memory I honour will be my uncle, 
Sebastian Schuck, and the grandfather I never 
knew, Kenneth Royden Jackson. I will march to 
honour the sacrifice of Corporal Cirillo and the 
family he left behind. But perhaps most of all, I 
will honour the Royal Engineer I met on Harley 
Street in London, who gave true meaning to 
the phrase “Lest we forget” in his determina-
tion to honour those he knew that had passed 
before him.

Halifax monument bearing the writer’s 
grandfather’s name. 

Corporal K.R. Jackson, the 
writer’s grandfather, in WWII.
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Lt. James Murdock Christie, who served 
with the PPCLI in World War I.  

REMARKABLE LIVES

WWI story about Lt. James Murdock Christie 
Remarkable veteran settled 

on Salt Spring 

The following was submitted by Romas 
Blekaitis, a Lieutenant Colonel (retired), Prin-
cess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, and 
Salt Spring Island resident. If anyone has any 
information about James Murdock Christie, 
who died on Salt Spring in 1939, please 
contact Driftwood editor Gail Sjuberg at 250-
537-9933 or news@gulfislandsdriftwood.
com. 

Remembrance Day is again approach-
ing, eliciting time for reflection about 
those who have gone before us. 

In the prime of their lives, they were 
answering a call from our country to head 
to distant horizons, many, unfortunately, 
not returning, some returning with unspo-
ken burdens. Across this land, crowds will 
muster around cenotaphs, laments will be 
spoken, bugles and bagpipes will buttress 
either side a two-minute silence. 

If you are attending Salt Spring’s 
Remembrance Day this year, allow me 
to pass on a story of one man, a local 
as it were, that might also draw your 
thoughts during that two minutes. Given 
that Remembrance Day is dedicated to 
our fallen, this is an unusual suggestion 
in that this man, luckily, was able to avoid 
the ultimate sacrifice. He answered the 
call and returned. A pioneer, a soldier 
and, eventually, a Salt Springer. His name 
is James Murdock Christie, “an original” 
from my regiment. 

I’ve had the good fortune to stumble 
across this article, appearing in the Bran-
don Sun in 2016, re-printed here with the 
kind permission of its author:

The War From Here -- Soldier survives 
grizzly bear attack in Yukon

By Suyoko Tsukamoto   The Brandon Sun
Originally published Jan. 16, 2016 
“The Revenant,” Alejandro Iñárritu’s 

epic 2015 film, has captured the interest 
of the movie-going public, especially now 
as it has been nominated for 12 Academy 
Awards, including best picture.

But the story of American frontiers-
man Hugh Glass, portrayed by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, struggling to survive after a 
grizzly bear attack, is reminiscent of a 
similar experience closer to home.

Lt. James Murdock Christie was a Prin-
cess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 
(PPCLI) “original” — one who immedi-
ately answered the country’s call to enlist 
in August 1914. His story of a grizzly bear 
mauling while in the Yukon made him a 
minor celebrity overseas. His experience 
as a hunter and guide in the Canadian 
north made him one of the formidable 
pioneering snipers of the Patricias during 
the Great War.

The legend of Lt. “Jim” Christie endures, 
his Yukon connection far from forgotten. 
What receives little mention, however, is 
his Manitoba connection.

Jim Christie was 19 when he immigrated 
to Canada from Scotland in 1886. His 
family made their way to Manitoba and 
settled near Carman, where Jim farmed 

alongside his parents, Joseph and “Ellen,” 
until 1898 when he joined the Klondike 
Gold Rush.

While living in the Yukon, Christie spent 
his time prospecting in the summers 
and trapping in the winters. As well, he 
acted as a professional hunter and guide, 
becoming acquainted with many figures 
famous in Yukon lore such as Dominion 
surveyor Joseph Keele, journalist Agnes 

Deans Cameron, RNWMP Insp. Francis 
Fitzgerald and Const. Sam Carter, and 
Bishop Isaac Stringer. Christie himself 
joined the ranks of the famous when he 
was brutally mauled by a grizzly bear in 
the fall of 1909 and lived to tell the tale.

Christie reportedly tracked a bear that 
had raided his hunting cache near his 
camp 350 miles east of Dawson City. The 
animal charged and Christie managed 
to fire two shots from his rifle before 
sustaining horrific injuries. The bear suc-
cumbed to its wounds, but not before it 
had broken and dislocated Christie’s jaw, 
torn his scalp, dislodged his eye, snapped 
his arm and bitten his thigh.

Gravely injured, Christie, following 
the Rogue River, managed the seven-
mile trek to his base camp. There, his 
trapping partner, George Crisfield, sent 
Christie to the Lansing trading post, 
a four-day, 50-mile journey via dog 
team. After a two-month recuperation, 
Christie made the 17-day snowshoe and 
toboggan trip to Dawson City for addi-
tional medical care. Doctors forwarded 
Christie to Victoria via stagecoach so 
that his jaw and arm could be reset, sur-
gical procedures requiring a six-month 
hospital stay.

Much to Christie’s disappointment, the 
bear attack had a greater impact on his 
health than he expected. Consequently, 
he returned to Carman, where he worked 
in the civil service until the war’s out-
break. At one point, Christie clerked in the 
Manitoba legislative office of the execu-
tive council.

Salutes all our veterans 
and those who still serve today.

Lest We Forget

Remember
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Thank you. 
On November 11th, remember  
to honour our veterans who have  
served and continue serving  

our great nation.

Lest we forget.

Remembering and 
honouring our heroes

Laurie Hedger (baby!), 
Agnes Hedger 

and Alan Hedger. 

Seen left to right are 
Lawrence McFadden,
Antony Hedger, 
Millard Cantrill and William McFadden.

Seen left to right are 
Lawrence McFadden,

“Please join 
the Hedgers on this day 

of remembrance of those who 
offered their services and lives for 
the preservation of freedom for 
Canada and countries of distant 

lands. The positive act of honouring 
these individuals surely is in living, 

defending and promoting the 
freedoms of our land, speech, 

religion and travel. 
Freedom is a right, not a privilege.”

( and Alan Hedger. Millard Cantrill and William McFadden.Millard Cantrill and William McFadden.

LAURIE’S GARBAGE & RECYCLING 250-653-9279

inspires retired serviceman on Salt Spring 
Scottish census records show James 

Christie was born in Perthshire, Scotland, 
on Oct. 22, 1867. The date is important 
as Christie did what any resolute enlistee 
would do when determined to serve his 
country: he lied about his age. Consider-
ably.

In Christie’s case, he shaved seven years 
off his age in order to meet the PPCLI’s 
age limit of 40. Thus when Christie enlist-
ed in Winnipeg, his attestation papers 
reported his “apparent age” as a conve-
nient 39 years and 10 months. Christie’s 
occupation as a civil servant was also 
conspicuously missing from the “trade or 
calling” section of his attestation papers. 
James M. Christie, “guide and hunter,” 
however, had emerged from retirement.

Overseas, Pte. Christie quickly distin-
guished himself. Patrician historians 
identify Christie as the “first Patricia 
sniper.” Scouting officer Lt. Colquhoun 
recruited Pte. Christie to join the PPCLI’s 
marksmen section implemented to coun-
teract enemy snipers. The newly formed 
unit recorded 17 kills on Jan. 25, 1915, in 
St. Eloi, Belgium, and the PPCLI’s sniping 
section was born.

In May 1915, Christie was promoted 
and wounded. Papers stated Cpl. Christie 
“miraculously escaped death” during a 
battle where his pocket copy of the New 
Testament slowed a bullet, leaving him 
with a minor flesh wound.

In the fall, Cpl. Christie’s sniping and 
reconnoitering efforts earned him the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, the second 
highest award for “gallantry in action.”

After another promotion in the sum-
mer of 1916, Sgt. Christie suffered a gun-

shot wound to the chest. By then, he 
had been at the front for 19 months. 
Days later, he took furlough, returning 
to Winnipeg and Carman to visit friends 
and family.

Upon arriving in Manitoba, Sgt. Chris-
tie paid a visit to the legislature, where 
he unexpectedly encountered crown 
counsel. The following day he testified as 
an additional witness in the Thomas Kelly 

trial. (The Manitoba government had 
filed a civil suit against Kelly to recover 
costs from the new Manitoba Legislative 
Building scandal.)

Sgt. Christie eventually returned to 
the front, not feeling optimistic about 
surviving the war. He was the last remain-
ing sniper of the 18 first selected by Lt. 
Colquhoun; all of these men were dead, 
wounded or captured.

Influenza slowed Christie’s military 
career in 1918, but not before he was 
promoted to the rank of temporary lieu-
tenant — or before he distinguished him-
self in the field at Passchendale, earning 
the Military Cross.

By then, the lieutenant was complain-
ing of head pain and hand tremors, con-
ditions ruinous to a career as a sniper.

Lt. Christie was a respected sniper and 
instructor, one who honed his craft and 
made careful technical notes. Maj. Hes-
keth-Prichard referenced Lt. Christie in 
his 1920 book Sniping in France: Notes on 
the Scientific Training of Scouts, Observ-
ers, and Snipers.”

The major believed Christie was the 
embodiment of the “hunter spirit,” a 
trait necessary for the successful sniper. 
While his fellow soldiers boasted Christie 
never wasted a bullet and made hun-
dreds of kills, the lieutenant did not 
believe in celebrating numbers. In fact, 
the press had him on record as stating 
he never mentioned killing any men in 
reports he submitted.

Discharged on Aug. 21, 1918, Lt. Chris-
tie, 51, returned to Manitoba as “medi-
cally unfit.” Newspapers reported Chris-
tie returned to Winnipeg and Carman 

to visit for “a season” while recovering 
from the effects of gas. Records show 
Christie worked as a miner in Jasper Park 
in 1922, but he could not resist the call 
of the north. Christie worked as a lines-
man on the Yukon Telegraph Trail before 
marrying and entering retired life on Salt 
Spring Island.

According to a great niece’s blog, 
Christie married a spinster (Elizabeth 
Calder) who knitted socks for soldiers 
during the war. She allegedly left a note 
in one of the socks and maintained a cor-
respondence with Lt. Christie until they 
married in 1933.

On June 1, 1939, Lt. James Murdoch 
Christie, MC, DCM, died after having 
lived a life as remarkable as anything 
read in the legends or seen in the movies.

____________________________________

I wish I had more history on Lieuten-
ant Christie, regarding his time here on 
Salt Spring, but I suspect that he quietly 
settled, having survived the war. 

What I can add is that I’ve managed 
to have his headstone refurbished. Lieu-
tenant Christie is laying at rest at St, 
Mark’s Cemetery. Relative to all the other 
headstones, his has equally shared the 
marks of time, but also seemed to be 
sinking into the ground. I contacted Vet-
erans’ Affairs and they have recently 
replaced the headstone, resting it at 
proper height, as in the picture accompa-
nying this article.

This coming 11th, after our town’s cer-
emony, I’ll be heading up to St. Mark’s 
to pay James a visit. I’ll bring my flask, a 
poppy and have a chat. Lest We Forget. 

Recently refurbished headstone for Lt. 
James Murdock Christie, MC, DCM, at St. 
Mark’s Cemetery.
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For those who 
gave their 

tomorrows for 
your todays,

Lest We Forget.

Lest 
We Forget

Soldier’s poem describes daily life overseas

The Duties of a Day 
(Daily routine at the third, Canadian Command 

Depot, Seaford, Sussex, England) 

Monday morning, reveille at five, 
It’s get up quick and look alive,
Fold your blankets up just so,
And put on your putties before you go.
We fall in for breakfast at half past six —
If we’re not there in time we’re in a fix.

After the Sergeant has sounded “roll call,”
We are then marched down to the dining hall.
The fare consists of coffee, cocoa or tea, 
Bread, butter, mush and hash, you see,

And are glad when we wind up and march away.
As soon as we’re dismissed from general 

parade,
It’s fall in again, for dinner is laid. 
We get bread, potatoes, soup and meat,
And sometimes a little pudding to eat.
Perhaps it’s hash again, and again, 
Or it may be carrots or other greens.

We fall in again for parade at one,
Preparing ourselves to fight the “Hun.”
Then it’s games (we always have some more),
“Blighty in the ring” and “tag” as before,
After which we have a short rest, 
And while we are resting we have to get 

dressed. 
At three on a short “route march” we go,
Classes two and for going slow,
While numbers one, three and gradation
Goes marching faster in my estimation. 

While marching along, we sing a song,
For we have band music as we step along. 
We come back again to camp at four, 
And rest for an hour at cook-house door,
The we fall in again, you see, for tea;
After that is over we all are free . . . 
From five till nine we’re at liberty,
To go to the town, or the hut maybe.
At nine-fifteen on every night,
We must be in the hut, alright,
To answer your name when you hear a shout,
And be in bed when the light goes out.

Thus ends one day of life in the army; 
Don’t you think it’s enough to make you 

“starmey?”

WORLD WAR I 

 The following poem was written by Private 
John Edward Hunt, the great-grandfather of 
Charley Miller and grandfather of Lynn March-
ant, both of Salt Spring.  

Hunt was from Ingoldsby, Ont. and enlisted 
in Vancouver, B.C. where he was residing at 
the time. He was killed in action by a sniper 
in France on Sept. 9, 1918. His grave is in Sun 
Quarry Cemetery, Cherisy, Pas de Calais, France. 
The village of Cherisy had been taken from the 
Germans by the Canadian Corps on Aug. 27, 
1918. 

The poem came in the mail for his new baby 
girl, Irene, who was born while he was at war 
and he thus never got to meet. 

Hunt’s brother Will was in the same battalion 
and killed in the Battle of Lens in France on 
Aug. 21, 1917. 

Then back again to our huts we run, 
To shave and wash and clean our gun,
Shine our buttons and shine our shoes, 
As well as mind our “Ps” and “Qs”; 
Or else we’re up for “orderly room,” 
Where the Major or Colonel seals our doom,
And stops our pay and gives us “C.B.”, 
Which never did look good to me. 

We fall in for general parade at eight,
And then marked absent if we’re late. 
When the Sergeant-Major gives command to 

“shun,”
We all jump to it, every one.
Then we number off, one, two, three, four, 
From right to left till we are sore.
Then off we travel up the hill,
And all get ready for physical drill, 
When the instructor keeps us busy,
Doing “jerks” till we are dizzy.

After an hour we get a rest,
Then comes the time we all like best,
When we all play games such as “tag,”
And one in which you might break your leg,
Which is rugby football, that, you know,
Is a very rough game, if you make it so.

We also have a walking race,
Which makes you laugh till you’re red in the face. 
Then after a rest, we have squad drill, 
And march in fours up and down hill
Till we are tired and hungry and sore, 
But there’s no use complaining, we only  

get more. 

We all of us hate this part of the day,

World War I soldier Private John 
Edward Hunt, who was born in 
Ingoldsby, Ont. and killed in France 
on Sept. 9, 1918. 
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Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

#4 - 323 Lower Ganges Road
250.537.2648

www.gulfislandsoptical.com

Gulf Islands

Optical

$59/pair for single vision lenses  • $129 Bifocals  
Plus 30% off all frames.

Ganges seawalk gets 
green light

The $402,000 project was expected to begin in 
early 1989. Chamber president Jack Cherry said 
the project would be the “icing on the cake of 
the new Ganges…the last piece needed to make 
it a truly gracious town.”  (news story from 1988 
Driftwood archives)

  To celebrate our 30 years on 
Salt Spring Island - 1988 Prices!

Est.1988

Bach on 
the Rock 

Chamber Orchestra
and Choir

Artistic Director  

Michael Jarvis 

Simply
Baroque

Handel Chandos 
Anthem #9

Haydn C major cello 
concerto with

Paula Kiffner, cello
Telemann Concerto 

for four violins
Bach Cantata BWV 40

Saturday, November 10, 
2018, 7:30 pm, ArtSpring

Adults $20, students $5

bachontherock.com

All Sew Sewing 
Machine Repairs
We service every brand, 
industrial and domestic.

Call Bill the 
Sewing Machine Guy Today!

(250) 888 0887 Bill Murray

BARNEY
BENTALL

THEATRE REVIEW 

SSCT delivers ambitious Miller classic

A View from the Bridge continues 

Nov. 7-10

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Community Theatre has taken a leap 
this season by attempting the demanding fare in 
Arthur Miller’s A View from the Bridge, and have met 
that challenge with impressive results under director 
Damian Inwood.

The story of a working class Italian-American family 
in 1950s Brooklyn whose lives are turned upside down 
by the arrival of illegal immigrant cousins is full of 
drama, emotion and heavy themes. While it would be 
easy for an amateur production to get lost in superfi cial 
expression, the cast dives down deep to really inhabit 
the characters while on the stage, as the weekend’s 
opening run at Mahon Hall proved.

The play opens on the poor but basically happy apart-
ment where longshoreman Eddie Carbone, played by 
Dave French, is king of his home. This is recognized by 
his wife Beatrice and her nearly adult niece Catherine, 
who is hungry for a larger sphere of movement. When 
Beatrice’s cousins arrive from Italy to fi nd work, Rudol-
pho’s attentions to Catherine and their hasty plans to 
marry create a simmering rage in Eddie, who transfers 
his own suppressed feelings into worry the fl amboy-
ant Rudolpho “ain’t right” and is only after a route to 
citizenship.

Accents are tricky, but everyone in the main cast 
manages to add to the sense of time and place in a 
credible way, without it becoming the focus or a carica-
ture. They are even more sure-footed when it comes to 
expressing true-feeling emotional content. 

French does not play his character as though he is in 
love with his niece, but that doesn’t mean the feelings 
are not buried deep inside. The play’s great tragedy 
may stem from a critical lack of self-knowledge: by not 
having the tools to explore or  acknowledge his own 
inner workings, Eddie is unable to come to terms with 
and move past them. As a result, he’s careening down a 
dangerous path propelled by anger that he can’t really 
justify.

French plays this descent well, portraying a decent 
man who has increasingly indecent and irrational 
behaviour as the prospect of losing his niece becomes 
more likely. 

Metta Rose is equally convincing as Catherine, who 

PHOTO BY CHARLEY MILLER

Dave French as Eddie Carbone with costars Rosita Larrain, left, and Metta Rose in Salt Spring 
Community Theatre’s presentation of A View from the Bridge.

truly loves Eddie as a father fi gure and can’t 
bear to hurt him even though she needs 
to fi nd space for her own adult life. Rose is 
sweetly fresh and enthusiastic as a young 
woman about to go to her fi rst job, and 
then finding her first love in a character 
who is very exotic to the Red Hook docks. 
Her grief and confusion is palpable when 
Beatrice and Rudolpho urge her to let Eddie 
go, as is her anger when he betrays her trust.

As Beatrice, Rosita Larrain is alternately 
resigned, fed-up and anguished. She perhaps 
sees Eddy’s heart better than he does, or else 
she is creating a false version of the truth 
through her own insecurities and fears. 

Secondary roles are equally well-cast, with 
Daniel Squizzato as Rudolpho and Ray Colle-
ran as his older brother Marco. It’s hard to 
believe Squizzato has only been acting for a 
couple of years, as he has a very natural deliv-
ery (and his Italian accent sounds the most 

authentic of any accent delivered. It’s perhaps 
unfortunate that his character’s hair plays 
such a big part in the narrative, because his 
overly blonde fl op wig threatens to outshine 
the man beneath. Fortunately, Squizzato is 
strong enough to overcome this distraction.

Colleran’s Marco runs on simple motiva-
tions: devotion to family and honour. He too 
is a good man who is moved to violence by 
circumstances, and Colleran embodies his 
emotional shift well through body language 
and facial expression.

Scott Merrick meanwhile lends a solemn 
and compassionate lens to the characters’ 
words and actions in his role as Alfi eri, the 
lawyer/chorus who bridges the two cultures.

The clash between Marco and Eddie as 
they attempt to protect their families is 
indicative of the old world culture — but 
their stubborn refusal to cede to each other, 
as Squizzato suggested in Saturday’s talk-
back session, also demonstrates a toxic mas-
culinity that is very much a contemporary 
problem.

The bad legacy of that type of masculin-
ity and the way both men and women are 
harmed by it is just one of the aspects of 
A View From the Bridge that makes it feel 
relevant today. The problem of outsiders try-
ing to enter our more comfortable culture, 
whether by legal means or not, is also very 
au courant. 

Topical themes don’t give the play its 
emotional heft, however. That is really only 
provided by the actors 
and director committing 
to pulling the truth of 
the written text out for 
the audience to experi-
ence. Salt Spring Commu-
nity Theatre has done a 
remarkable job with that 
task.

The plays continues 
at Mahon Hall with 
shows at 7:30 p.m. from 
this Wednesday, Nov. 7 
through Saturday, Nov. 
10. All proceeds from 
tonight’s show will 
be donated to the Salt 
Spring Hospice Society.



Wed.  Nov. 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Alison 
Dalton.
Recital by multi-instru-
mentalist Alison Dalton 
at All Saints By-the-Sea 
Church. 2:10 p.m.

View From the Bridge.
Special presentation of 
Salt Spring Community 
Theatre play with all 
proceeds benefitting Salt 
Spring Hospice Society. 
Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 7.

  AcTIVITIEs

Mother Goose.
Join Nomi and Hannah 
Wednesdays in the pro-
gram room for Parent-
Child Mother Goose, with 
songs, rhymes and play-
time. Salt Spring Library. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. 

Book Launch: 
Elizabeth Woodworth 
and Dr. Peter Carter.
Elizabeth Woodworth and 
Dr. Peter Carter launch 
their book Unprecedented 
Crime: Climate Science 
Denial and Game 
Changers for Survival, 
listed as one of the top 
24 climate change books 
of all time by The Book 
Authority. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 7 p.m. 

SD64 School Board 
Meeting. First meeting 
of new board. Salt Spring 
Middle School. 1 p.m.

Wed.  Nov. 7
  AcTIVITIEs

Youth Book Club.
Salt Spring Public Library. 
3:30 to 5 p.m. 

Thu.  Nov. 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

View From the Bridge.
Salt Spring Community 
Theatre production of 
Arthur Miller’s ground-
breaking play from the 
1950s set in Brooklyn. 
Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Door open at 7.

Open Mic at the Legion. 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Open Mic With Jesse.
Thursdays at Moby’s Pub. 
8:30 to 11:45 p.m. 

  AcTIVITIEs

100 Women Who Care 
Meeting.
First gathering of Salt 
Spring’s new 100 Women 
Who Care philanthropic 
group. ArtSpring gallery 
space. Registration and 
social from 6:15 p.m.; 
new member orientation 
at 6:30 p.m.; meeting 
from 7 to 8 p.m.

How to Create a 
2050 Low Carbon 
Community on Salt 
Spring NOW.
Jae Mather talk at the 
GISS multipurpose room. 
7 p.m.

Fri.  Nov. 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gravity & Other Myths.
Renowned Australian cir-
cus troupe presents their 
show A Simple Space. 
SIMS gym. 7 p.m.

View From the Bridge.
See Thursday’s listing.  

Sharon Bailey.
Live at Moby’s. 9 p.m.

  AcTIVITIEs

Library StoryTime.
StoryTime is a great way 
to build early literacy 
skills, read new books 
and old favourites, and 
have fun with games, 
crafts, and more! Salt 
Spring Public Library. 11 
a.m.

Family Movie 
Matinee.
Family-friendly movies 
every Friday at the Salt 
Spring Public Library 
Program Room at 2:30 
p.m. (except when 
school is in session). 
Today’s movie is Over 
the Hedge.

Youth Games Night.
Weekly drop-in games 
night is a great chance 
to meet up with friends 
over a board game. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 
6:30 p.m. until late every 
Friday (except holidays).

Karaoke with Michael. 
Be the star at the Legion. 
7 p.m.

sat.  Nov. 10
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Bach on the Rock: 
Simply Baroque.
Salt Spring Chamber Choir 
and Orchestra perform 
Handel’s Chandos Anthem 
#9, Haydn cello concerto 
with guest Paula Kiffner, 
Telemann Concerto for 
Four Violins and Cantata 
BWV 40 by J. S. Bach. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

View From the Bridge.
See Thursday’s listing.  

Gravity and Other 
Myths.
See Friday’s listing.

  AcTIVITIEs

Ten Steps to Peace.
Fourth community meet-
ing to share information 
toward sustainable peace 
and well-being for all. 
Led by Laura Dafoe and 
Philippa Tattersall. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 10 
a.m. to noon.

Met Opera: Marnie.
Composer Nico Muhly 
unveils this gripping 
reimagining of Winston 
Graham’s novel. Mezzo-
soprano Isabel Leonard 
sings the enigmatic 
Marnie, and baritone 
Christopher Maltman is 
the man who pursues 
her—with disastrous 
results. Robert Spano 
conducts. Live broadcast 
streamed at ArtSpring. 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

sat.  Nov. 10
  AcTIVITIEs

Book Launch: The 
Prayer, 68 Words that 
Changed the World.
Christopher Levan pres-
ents his careful, lay-per-
son’s guide to the central 
prayer within the Christian 
church called “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” Salt Spring Public 
Library. 3 p.m.

Abattoir Birthday 
Bash. Salt Spring 
Abattoir Society cel-
ebrates its sixth anni-
versary with an all-local 
dinner at Fulford Hall 
prepared by chef Matt 
Rissling, with both meat 
and vegetarian options. 
Dessert will be brought 
by Jana from Jana’s Bake 
Shop. Festivities begin at 
5:30 p.m. Cash bar, live 
music and a silent auc-
tion fundraiser are also 
part of the evening. 

sun.  Nov. 11
  AcTIVITIEs

Remembrance Day.
Activities hosted by the 
Salt Spring Legion branch 
include breakfast at the 
Legion from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., parade from 
post office to Centennial 
Park at 10:30 a.m. and 
service at the Cenotaph 
at 11 a.m. Open house 
at the Legion after the 
service. Plus historical 
society talk on WWI at 
2 p.m.

sun.  Nov. 11
  AcTIVITIEs

Salt Spring Forum: 
Ferries & Floatplanes 
– How Safe Are You?
Kathy Fox, the chair of 
the Transportation Safety 
Board, joins the Salt 
Spring Forum for a wide-
ranging conversation 
about transportation safe-
ty. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Mon.  Nov. 12
  AcTIVITIEs

Island Infants 
Discussion Group.
A drop-in for parents 
and babies with weekly 
speakers. Family Place. 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Music Bingo. 
Every Monday at Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 to 10 p.m.

Tue.  Nov. 13
  AcTIVITIEs

Stay and Play Drop-In.
Parents, caregivers and 
children 0-6 yrs welcome. 
Family Place. 12 to 3 p.m.

Tue.  Nov. 13
  AcTIVITIEs

Peace Circles in the 
Library. 
A Salt Spring Restorative 
Justice Committee event 
featuring different guest 
facilitators each week. 
Salt Spring Public Library 
Program Room. 12 to 1 
p.m. Today’s guest facili-
tators are Barb Slater 
and Kevin Wilkie.

Wed.  Nov. 14
  AcTIVITIEs

Mother Goose. 
See last Wednesday.
 
Film Screening: My 
Generation. 
Salt Spring Film Festival 
documentary at 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Spinning Lessons.
Salt Spring Weavers and 
Spinners Guild holds free 
beginner spinning les-
sons. Learn to spin on a 
drop spindle. All supplies 
provided. GISS at 7 p.m. 
Book through Contact Us 
at saltspringweaversand-
spinners.com

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  ThE FRITz cINEMA 

• A sTAR Is BORN — runs Friday, Nov. 9 to Thursday, 
Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. PG. 
135 minutes. A musician helps a young singer find 
fame, even as his career spirals downward.

  EXhIBITIONs

• Peter Allan holds a photographic exhibition called 
Ink + skin + The Rock, about Salt Spring Islanders’ 
expression of their connection to Salt Spring through 
tattoos, at salt spring Gallery. Show continues 
through Nov. 16.

  EXhIBITIONs

• historic Fine Arts & crafts by Ruckles and 
Neighbours, a display of decorative and useful items 
made to enrich the lives of early south Salt Spring 
farmers and their kin, shows in the Library Program 
Room through November. 
• Lorence Bryans shows digital art at T.J. Beans 
through November.
• Jerry Witmer holds an exhibit of paintings in the 
lobby of Artspring through November. 
• Auntie Pesto’s cafe shows new work by Gabrielle Jensen.
• League 181 painters have new works hanging at 
country Grocer’s cafe. 

Giant Book & Jewellery Sale 
Fri., Sat., Sun., Nov., 16, 17 and 18 

Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

A Salt Spring Literacy Society fundraiser 

see horoscope on page 23
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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “If you lend someone $20 and 

never see them again it was probably worth it.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.

An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 

view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will b
e the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 

was probably worth it.
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity to

 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure there are reasons for the delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tion Study Committe
e. “A

s tim
e contin

ues to pass 

the information recedes in people’s minds. I t
hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolution of th

e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to see a referendum held as early as 

this month, after th
e committe

e made its
 offi c

ial 

recommendation to
 th

e M
inistry of C

ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendation eith
er positiv

ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts and painted faces fro
m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s Family Day event with the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after winning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 the nation after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in th
ree of th

e four com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  K a n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how they stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Ottawa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

national to
urnament fo

ur tim
es 

in the past, but it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.

IMPROV ARTS

GOVERNANCE 

REFERENDUM  continued on 5
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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “If you lend someone $20 and 

never see them again it was probably worth it.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.

An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 

view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will b
e the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 

was probably worth it.
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and win prizes!
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Springers won’t have the opportunity to 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality until m
id-summer at the earliest, 

with the upcoming provincial election putting 

a hold on all g
overnment decisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure there are reasons for the delay, 

I think it’s
 unfortunate,” said M

ark Aston, w
ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tion Study Committe
e. “A

s tim
e continues to pass 

the information recedes in people’s minds. I t
hink 

the majority of fo
lks on both sides of th

e to
pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolution of th

e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with the issues had origi-

nally hoped to see a referendum held as early as 

this month, after the committe
e made its

 offi c
ial 

recommendation to the Ministry of C
ommunity, 

Sport and Cultural D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendation either positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust trustee George Grams had emailed 

the minister for an update and announced th
e 

news at the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee 

meeting on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts and painted faces from the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s Family Day event with the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after winning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf Islands Secondary School 

will b
e testing its

 powers against 

the best in
 the nation after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at Sunday’s fi n
al com-

petiti
on with an aggregate total 

of 798 points, plus the highest 

scores in three of th
e four com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  K a n e 

O’Scalleigh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how they stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the national championships in 

Ottawa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

national to
urnament fo

ur tim
es 

in the past, but it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.
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GIANT Book & 
         Jewellery

SALE

Salt Spring Literacy
                         Learn. Grow. Succeed.

Sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of 
Salt Spring Island

Plus — SS Literacy 
Society members’ 
PREVIEW EVENT on 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Enjoy wine, 
appys and perusing the 
books and jewellery.

Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

NOV. 16, 17, 18
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A SALT SPRING LITERACY FUNDRAISER

GULF ISLANDS

Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0

Ganges 
Floor Coverings Ltd.

250-537-9112     122 Lower GanGes road

Now featuring

SAVE $20 
on Dulux 

Lifemaster 
3.78 L

Until Nov 25 2018

Canada’s first paint free of 
volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), Dulux Lifemaster is 
our leading ‘green’ building 
standards product and is LEED 
compliant.

The premium quality, 100% acrylic formula 
with EZ Clean surface protector easily applied 
by brush, roller or spray, provides excellent hide 
and touch-up and dries to a uniform, abrasion-
resistant finish.

saltspringadventures.com250.537.2764

Custom First Aid courses created for your
club, group or business on demand.

Phone or email us to get the course you want.

Basic Marine First Aid

CPR-C (HCP)

OFA Equivalent courses

Standard First Aid

Emergency First Aid

RED CROSS
FIRST AID & CPR COURSES

saltspringadventures.com250.537.2764

Custom First Aid courses created for your
club, group or business on demand.

Phone or email us to get the course you want.

Basic Marine First Aid

CPR-C (HCP)

OFA Equivalent courses

Standard First Aid

Emergency First Aid

RED CROSS
FIRST AID & CPR COURSES

saltspringadventures.com250.537.2764

Custom First Aid courses created for your
club, group or business on demand.

Phone or email us to get the course you want.

Basic Marine First Aid

CPR-C (HCP)

OFA Equivalent courses

Standard First Aid

Emergency First Aid

RED CROSS
FIRST AID & CPR COURSES

saltspringadventures.com250.537.2764

Custom First Aid courses created for your
club, group or business on demand.

Phone or email us to get the course you want.

Basic Marine First Aid

CPR-C (HCP)

OFA Equivalent courses

Standard First Aid

Emergency First Aid

RED CROSS
FIRST AID & CPR COURSES

LOCALS’ WINTER RENTAL SPECIAL

UP TO 50% OFF

ArtSpring
presents

rtSpring
Presents

duo corvi
Early Music Ensemble

Saturday November 24 
7:30pm | bar 6:30pm 

$30.00 | $5.00 18 & under

artspring.ca | 250.537.2102

Generously sponsored by 
Mouat’s Clothing Co.

November 7

CONCERT PREVIEW 

Simply Baroque set to make joy
Bach on the Rock program 

chases away November blahs  

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The word baroque stems from the Portuguese 
term for “irregularly shaped,” specifi cally related 
to pearls. In modern parlance it refers to the ornate 
and elaborate art, architecture and music of the 
17th and early 18th centuries. 

Salt Spring audiences can decide for themselves 
whether the name Simply Baroque is a contradic-
tion or not when Bach on the Rock performs its 
concert of that name at ArtSpring on Saturday, 
Nov. 10. The program features mainly Baroque 
composers and the simple listening pleasures to be 
found in a joyful-oriented set list performed by the 
Salt Spring Chamber Orchestra and Choir. 

Either way, “People can expect to be really 
delighted with this concert,” said BotR artistic 
director Michael Jarvis. “It’s very upbeat, very 
positive, very happy. Our intent was to start off 
the season with something that would appeal to 
nearly everybody.”

Something everyone can rejoice in is the chance 
to hear Paula Kiffner perform Haydn’s Cello Con-
certo in C major. Though this piece does not belong 
to the Baroque period, it is a fi tting showpiece for 
the acclaimed island-based musician.

Kiffner has served as principal cellist of the 
Annapolis Symphony, was a member of the Wash-
ington Theater Chamber Players and the Van-
couver Symphony Orchestra, and was guest prin-
cipal cellist with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. She 
appears frequently as a recitalist and concerto 
soloist throughout the Pacifi c Northwest and is 
currently part of the Victoria Conservatory of Music 
faculty.

“This is an opportunity for people to hear a real-
ly world-class cellist,” Jarvis said. “We’re so lucky to 
have her on the island, and this is an opportunity 
for people to hear her do her thing, which she does 
so well.”

The rest of program puts the focus on three 
Baroque pieces that are not often performed, 
whether because of the challenges involved 
or lack of resources. Bach’s  cantata “Dazu ist 
erschienen” is scored for strings, bassoon, two 
oboes and two horns, with especially challenging 
roles for the horns and the two vocal soloists. To 
meet the need, guest soloists Adam Dyjach (tenor) 

The Flick
For the past year I have taken an interest in 

watching Australian television/movie productions. 
Recent viewings include Rake (very good); 
Offspring (slow start but strong fi nish); Dr. Blake 
Mysteries (solid entertainment); and, Miss 
Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (passable). 

On one recent weekend I watched all seven 
episodes of another Australian production, a 
Netflix Original called Sisters. The premise is 
interesting: a Nobel prize-winning doctor used his 
own sperm to fertilize some of the women who 
attended his fertility clinic. He kept no records of 
the women who were administered his sperm 
but he did have a great many photos of babies 
(over 100) on display in his house, which everyone 
considered to be mementos from grateful parents. 
When the doctor’s misdeeds becomes a parent 
(I mean “apparent”), Julia, who thought herself 
to be the doctor’s only child, sets out to fi nd her 
siblings and everything that tails. It was a good 
story and time well spent. I particularly like the fact 
that two or three important questions were never 
fully answered. If you enjoyed Offspring you are 
certain to enjoy Sisters. 

The Food
While we watched Sisters, Nicola and I drank 

some Oyster Bay wine and ate some Comox 
Valley Camembert on oat crackers with our 
home-made fi g chutney. (This Camembert was 
judged number three in the world, which is a 
significant achievement. The French are not 
pleased.)   — Kevin Bell

Editor’s note: This is the first of regular 
Flicks + Food columns, with movie or series 
recommendations published by our readers. 
Kevin Bell expressed a desire to see this kind 
of content in the Driftwood, so he agreed to 
provide the fi rst one. Because people often have 
something to eat or drink while they’re being 
entertained at home, we invite people to also 
suggest some kind of food and/or beverage to go 
along with what they are watching. Send your 
submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com. 

and Louis Dillon (bass) will per-
form with the chorus. 

“Bach originally wrote this for 
the week after Christmas, so we 
can think of it as a very early 
start to the holiday season. It’s 
a very upbeat, very joyous, very 
wonderful cantata,” Jarvis said.

Dyjach is a choral scholar 
under Jarvis’ direction at St. 
Barnabas Church. He has been 
a member of the St. Christopher 
Singers, Victoria Philharmon-
ic Choir, Victoria Choral Soci-
ety and Pacific Opera Victoria 
Chorus. Dillon is pursuing his 
diploma in musical performance 
at the Victoria Conservatory of 
Music and is a rising star at their 
Opera Studio. He won fi rst place 
at the 2017 Performing Arts BC 
Provincials.

The two soloists also lend 
their vocal talents to Handel’s 
Chandos Anthem #9, “O praise 
the Lord with one consent.” 
Jarvis explained this is one of 
Handel’s works from his early 
years in England, while he was 
composer-in-residence for the 
Duke of Chandos. The piece 
provides musical glimpses into 
how Handel would develop his 
English composition style in the 
future, notably with his Mes-
siah. 

Rounding out the program is 
the Telemann Concerto for Four 
Violins, featuring Paul Luch-
kow, Heather Bowness, Caro-
lyn Hatch and Greg Duckett. La 
Jolla Music Society has described 
Telemann’s violin compositions 
as “an effective combination 
of the refi nement of chamber 

music with the brilliance of con-
certos,” where the interplay of 
four equal voices is the focus. 

“It’s interesting when you hear 
there’s no bass or back-up orches-
tra. They’re providing everything 
themselves — it’s amazing what 
a rich experience they create,” 
Jarvis said. 

With each of the previous two 
Bach on the Rock concerts sell-
ing out, audiences are advised 
to book their seats early to avoid 
disappointment. Tickets are avail-
able at the ArtSpring box offi ce 
or online. 

+ FOOD
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 SALT SPRING

St�r  of the WEEK – Lottie Devindisch
How long have you lived on Salt 
Spring Island? 

37 years (I can’t believe it!)

Where did you live before then?
I  c a m e  t o  S a l t  S p r i n g 

from Victoria, but have lived 
and danced in the U.K, South 
Africa, New York. I spent my early 
childhood in Mexico and Belize.

Where do islanders know you 
from? 

I worked at Natureworks for 
25 years. I have been a member 
o f  t h e  d a n c e  c o m m u n i t y 
since I arrived on the island. 

I  have been a  member  of 
Music Makers of the Anglican 
Parish,  producers  of  Music 
and Munch for 20 years and, 
more recently, Tea à Tempo. 
I am delighted to be on the 
development committee for 
Star of the Sea Centre for 
Spiritual Living and Practice 
since its inception in 2017. This 
is also an outreach program of 
the Anglican parish.

What’s your claim to fame?
I lived at the north end of 

the island for 26 years and 
commuted for the most part by 

bicycle. During that time I rode 
the distance of twice around 
the equator.

What’s your favourite thing 
about living on SSI? 

The abundance of creative 
energy and the collaboration 
b e t w e e n  d i v e r s e  a r t i s t i c 
endeavours.

What’s your least favourite 
thing about living on SSI? 

The challenge of maintaining 
a balanced viewpoint while 
surrounded by a plethora of 
ardent opinions.Lottie Devindisch outside of All Saints By-the-Sea, where she 

volunteers with the Anglican Parish of Salt Spring.

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Cowichan 
Petroleum Sales 

2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw 

winner is...
Salt Spring Water Co.

...................
Give us a call for 

Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 
We also carry lube 

oils, fuel tanks 
& pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

LIFESTYLES

Tiny homes could be a perfect fi t for all kinds
Weekend course 

shares knowledge

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Tiny houses might be here to stay, but building one can be full of 
pitfalls and unknowns. 

Ben Garratt, a tiny house designer and natural builder from 
Vancouver, taught a course on Nov. 3 and 4 that took prospective 
tiny home owners through the design and build process. Held at 
the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga, it covered everything from design 
philosophy to what kind of bolts to use. The course looked at 
design principles and legality on Saturday, and focused more on 
the construction and materials on Sunday.

Garratt was a conventional builder in Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada before becoming sick from the chemicals and prod-

ucts at work sites. He shifted his focus to more 
natural forms of building. His interest in green 
building is what drew him to tiny homes. He 
now holds courses and workshops, and designs 
homes for people looking to move into a smaller 
space.

Living small is nothing new, he explained. It 
has only been relatively recently that people 
have moved into larger and larger homes. The 
drive to live smaller has been fuelled by house 
prices and the cost of living going up and people 
looking for a simpler way of life. Tiny homes also 
tend to have a smaller ecological footprint than 
traditional homes, making them an attractive 
option for green living. 

“It’s not so much that it’s always been like this, it’s just that the 
prices have gone up. I think that’s why people are looking at tiny 
house living,” Garratt said. “I don’t think that people are really 
interested in the 9 to 5, 40-hour work week anymore and working 
30 years at that job to pay off your house.”

However, since tiny houses are so new, communities have ambigu-
ous bylaws around them. The homes are also diffi cult to fi nance and 
require either a landlord who is willing to have a tiny home on their 
property, or for tiny house dwellers to own property outright.

To be approved for fi nancing, tiny homes need CSA approval. 
That approval can come in four different ways, including as a manu-
factured home, a recreational vehicle, a park model RV or a more 
permanent wheel-less designation. Different municipalities will 
have different bylaws concerning these designations, which makes 
the legality of living in a tiny home year round diffi cult to negotiate. 

Tiny homes are fully legal in four communities in the province, 
and more are working to fi t them into bylaws. 

When it comes to construction, the techniques used are not too 
different than with conventional building. Garratt recommends 
using green products that do not give off harmful chemicals. Tiny 
home builders do have to account for things like height and width 
in their designs, and have to think of how the weight is balanced 
on the trailer. 

Regardless of the perceived limitations of tiny living, it is acces-
sible to anyone and can be a much cheaper and more eco-friendly 
way to live than living in a bigger home. 

PHOTO AT LEFT BY MARC KITTERINGHAM; PHOTO AT RIGHT COURTESY SSI TINY HOMES

Ben Garratt, from Vancouver, shares information about site planning for potential tiny home builders at a workshop held at the Salt Spring 
Centre of Yoga on the weekend. At right is an example made by Salt Spring Island Tiny Homes.   
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ADOPT A PET TODAY!
Betty and Wilma are a lovely 
bonded pair of sisters.  Very 
shy at fi rst, they quickly warm 
up to their environment once 
they become comfortable with 
it.  They would love to fi nd a 
quiet home in which they can 
explore and show how much 
love they have to give.

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123 

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years 

191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Capital Regional District Islands Trust

Notice of Official Election Results

2018 General Local Election
Notice is hereby given that the following persons have been declared elected 
by voting in the 2018 General Local Election for the office of Local Trustee:

Electoral Area Trustees Elected
Galiano Island Tahirih ROCKAFELLA 

Jane WOLVERTON
Mayne Island Jeanine DODDS 

David MAUDE
North Pender Benjamin McCONCHIE 

Deb MORRISON
Salt Spring Island Peter GROVE 

Laura PATRICK
Saturna Island Paul BRENT 

Lee MIDDLETON
South Pender Island Cameron THORN 

Steve WRIGHT
 

Dated this 24th day of October, 2018 
Thomas F. Moore 
Chief Election Officer

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
www.sunstarastrology.com   |   sunstarastrology@gmail.com

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) The North Node 
in Cancer will summon you within. This can be 
described as a nesting phase. Focusing to create 
a deeper sense of security is the core theme 
and can manifest as moving, buying or even 
building a house. Yet, Jupiter will inspire you to 
explore new horizons. This may literally occur as 
travel, but due to the nesting infl uence, you may 
do so, virtually…
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Jupiter in Sagittarius 
will manifest as karmic returns. These could come 
in the form of inheritances or job promotions. 
Negative returns are also possible. Either way, they 
will require extra eff ort and discipline to handle. 
The Cancer North Node will lead you to take wise, 
measured and deliberate action and will include a 
meticulous, creative process.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Jupiter in 
Sagittarius will synchronize with an increase 
in social exposure. If you have wanted to grow 
your list, this will help, a lot. Social events are 
also featured and some will be planned while 
others come as surprises. The Lunar Node cycle 
will activate a focus on increasing a sense of 
security linked to fi nances. Expect to be busier 
and more industrious.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) The Moon’s North 
Node in your sign suggests that circumstances 
will arise that will push you to take new leads. 
You will be less interested in pleasing others as 
you focus to do what you must. But, you will also 
do your best to keep others happy too. Jupiter in 
Sagittarius will push you to attend to your health 
more and could inspire a natural, cleansing diet.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) Jupiter in Sagittarius will 
ignite inspirations for new creative adventures. If 
you have wanted to write a book, build a house 
or start a business… this is your cue. These also 
manifest as travel. If so, you will opt for places 
you have never been to before. The North Node 
in Cancer, however, will summon you to retreat. 
These infl uences could blend well so long as they 
do not require too much social exposure.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) Jupiter in 
Sagittarius will manifest as a whole new 
level of confi dence. This may prove especially 
true in matters of business. In fact, the theory 
will yield to practice with a focus on practical 
results. The North Node will spur you to make 
meaningful contributions to a larger collective. 
If you can weave both impulses, you could both 
contribute to a better world and make a lot of 
money doing it.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) A growing sense 
of power, authority, and responsibility has been 
underway for many months now and will increase 
yet with the North Node in Cancer. Jupiter in 
Sagittarius meanwhile will activate a much busier 
daily routine over the coming 12 months. Together, 
they will synchronize with a rather steep learning 
curve which can simply include adjusting to the 
new level of demand on your time.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Financial interests 
and ambitions will be spurred on by Jupiter 
in Sagittarius. This could amount to a defi nite 
increase in your earning potential. It could also 
prove to be a good time to invest. The Cancer 
North Node infl uence will push you to look to the 
future and see a bigger picture. Together, these 
could also manifest as spiritual aspirations.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) Jupiter in 
your sign for the next 12 months represents an 
adventurous spirit rising. You will feel inspired 
to explore new territory, both literally and 
creatively. The infl uence of the Moon’s Nodes 
meanwhile will bring about many changes. 
A rather busy cycle of birth, death, and rebirth 
could change the status of your family over the 
coming 18-months, quite signifi cantly.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) The North 
Node transit through your relationship sector will 
activate you to pay closer attention to the quality 
of your contribution to this important area. The 
focus will span all fronts: personal, social and 
professional. Positively, you will enjoy the process 
of creating harmony where it is needed. Jupiter in 
Sagittarius, meanwhile, will summon you to lay 
claim to hidden reserves of faith.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) Jupiter in 
Sagittarius stands to have a very positive 
infl uence for you over the coming year. It will 
likely manifest as the making of new friends 
and more social and cultural opportunities. 
The North Node in Cancer will support you to 
be more realistic especially regarding your time 
and income as you strive to realize a greater 
sense of both material and spiritual security.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) Jupiter in Sagittarius 
will manifest as increase and expansion in your 
public and professional life. You will be required 
to be more diligent, organized and disciplined, 
however. The North Node in Cancer will activate 
a creative impulse to express and cultivate your 
creative talents and not just one of them. With 
patient, steady follow-through, you could achieve 
a great deal over the coming 12-18 months.

In the late waning phase of the Moon in the early degrees of Scorpio, the Nodes of the 
Moon left Leo and Aquarius and entered Cancer and Scorpio, where they will transit for the next 
18-months. Then on November 8th, just a little less than a day after the Scorpio New Moon on 
November 7th, Jupiter enters its own sign of Sagittarius. The Scorpionic context of these events 
stamps them with the infl uence of it suggesting that the next 12 (Jupiter cycle) to 18-months 
(Node Cycle) will produce some extra powerful themes of change and transformation in the 
form of rebirth. Interestingly, these two themes can be understood as confl icting as one seeks 
security while the other adventure. Among the core themes of Scorpio is purifi cation. This 
is among its higher attributes. Yet, the process is seldom easy. It can also be understood as 
recycling. Working in close alignment with time, it serves to clear away the old to make way for 
the new. ALL aspects of existence undergo this process at both a gradual pace and sometimes 
suddenly. It is the sudden events that are usually the most challenging and upsetting. Of course, 
this is occurring all the time as all things are subject to cycles and these are do not occur at the 
same time. How to measure the process of cycles, the beginning, culmination, and endpoint is 
a signifi cant feature of astrology. The end of a cycle represents ending, completion, and death 
and the beginning represents a rebirth process and is where the principles of alpha and omega 
literally meet. How these will infl uence each of us personally must be assessed on an individual 
basis, as is true with all astrological infl uences. Yet, Horoscopes do provide a middle ground 
between the generic and the specifi c by bringing emphasis to how it will infl uence each Sun 
Sign. The reason they work at all is due to the subtle but very real infl uence of the sun’s light and 
is therefore specifi c to Western Astrology which is based on the sun’s light and, by extension, 
the seasonal round. This week’s Horoscope will off er a glimpse for each sign.

THIS WEEK’S  by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE

what is this?

REMEMBER 
WHEN

LOCAL HISTORY 

Glance back to islands’ past 

Five years ago 
this week in the 
Driftwood

• The Queen of Nanaimo 
was put out of commission 
without a replacement vessel 
after a heavy storm on Nov. 2 
caused damage to the boat. 
Ferry traffic to the Lower 
Mainland that would nor-
mally go in and out of Long 
Harbour was routed through 
Swartz Bay instead. The situ-
ation was not to be resolved 
until after the Remembrance 
Day long weekend.

• Kathy Reimer of Island 
Stream and Salmon Enhance-
ment reported a record 
number of coho salmon 
were witnessed swimming 
up Fulford Creek, with the 
“dozens” of fi sh returning to 
spawn the highest number 
seen in years.

Ten years ago
• The Capital Regional 

District held a stakeholders’ 
meeting at Fulford Hall to 
explain plans to borrow $2.1 
million for upgrades to the 

Burgoyne liquid waste facil-
ity. The meeting was held 
in advance of a taxpayers’ 
referendum to be delivered 
with the Nov. 15 local elec-
tions. 

• Local election candidates 
squared off before a packed 
house at ArtSpring, where 
local governance issues and 
support for an incorporation 
review emerged as some of 
the top concerns. An infor-
mation session about a ref-
erendum on whether Salt 
Spring should increase its 
number of Local Trust Com-
mittee members from two to 
four trustees failed to attract 
similar attention, however. 
Only 15 people turned out 
for the event.

Twenty years ago
• The Gulf Islands Board 

of Education outlined plans 
to cut teachers, support staff 
and programs in an effort 

to get just halfway toward 
filing a balanced budget 
within two years, as ordered 
by the Ministry of Education. 
Even with the cuts, the board 
was projecting an accumu-
lated deficit of $1,776,800 
by the end of June 2001. The 
board hoped the province 
would take their plan as a 
mark of good faith and write 
off the remaining debt.

• Salt  Spring RCMP 
sought to revive the Citi-
zens on Patrol program 
by renaming it the Salt 
Spring Community Policing 
Action Team and offering 
a more rigorous training 
program to volunteers. It 
was explained participants 
could assist police by sur-
veying the island by foot 
and by vehicle, noting and 
reporting suspicious activ-
ity, and taking on duties 
such as searching for sto-
len vehicles and monitoring 
surveillance. 

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Salt Spring local election candidates at an all-candidates debate in 2008 were, from 
left, George Ehring, Kimberly Lineger, Christine Torgrimson and Norbert Schlenker for 
Islands Trust, and Garth Hendren and Gary Holman for CRD. Election winners that year 
were Ehring, Torgrimson and Hendren.

Thirty years ago
• Islanders turned out in mass 

for a panel discussion on why 
mining operations should not 
be permitted on Salt Spring. The 
event was precipitated by a Fal-
conbridge Minerals proposal to 
open a mine on Mount Bruce, 
which they had introduced to 
the community to widespread 
opposition the previous month. 
Falconbridge Minerals represen-
tatives stated they would would 
not go ahead if it appeared 
the majority of the community 
opposed the plan.

• The owners of 776 acres of 
former MacMillan-Bloedel lands 
east of Stewart Road proposed 
donating 10 per cent of the sub-
division proceeds to Salt Spring’s 
Swimming Pool Society in return 
for rezoning that would create 
153 fi ve-acre lots — an increase 
in density of 115 lots over what 
was then permitted. The Swim-
ming Pool Society’s plan to build 
a community pool had been 
defeated in a referendum the 
previous year.

Forty years ago
• Salt Spring RCMP were 

investigating a report of two 
off-island men seen shooting 
salmon in Fulford Creek with a 
shotgun. 

Fifty years ago
• A petition calling on the 

minister of recreation and con-
servation to prohibit the use of 
rifles for hunting on the Gulf 
Islands received wide support 
from locals, but was opposed by 
hunters who contended shot-
guns could be just as fatal. The 
proposed ban was to exempt 
farmers, who would still be per-
mitted to use rifl es to protect 
their sheep from dogs.  

Can you identify this spot on Salt Spring Island? 
Send your answer to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.
com or drop off a paper copy to the Driftwood offi ce. 
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SALT SPRING ISLAND

RECYCLING DEPOT
349 RAINBOW ROAD

WILL BE CLOSED
SATURDAY, NOV. 10

OPEN AGAIN TUESDAY. NOV. 13

Regular hours: 
Tues. to Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

24  hour response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

SALT SPRING ISLAND

RECYCLING DEPOT
349 RAINBOW ROAD

WILL BE CLOSED
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4

FOR BC DAY LONG WEEKEND
OPEN AGAIN TUESDAY, AUGUST 7

Regular hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Laura Dafoe
LET’S 

TALK

Communication: Ready to listen?
First in a series of 

columns by Laura Dafoe

“The quieter you become, the more 
you can hear.” — Ram Dass

Climate change, money, politics and 
religion are some of the most infl uen-
tial and divisive topics throughout the 
world. 

Many of us avoid these controversial 
issues in favour of being polite because 
we fear the discussion will turn into an 
argument and relationships will suffer 
damage. Or, we might think it’s pointless 
because other people rarely listen to our 
opinions anyway. The opposite also takes 
place when we voice our views strongly, 
sometimes taking extreme stances or 
making heated demands. Most of these 
discussions end in a hurtful confl ict and 
matters of importance go unresolved.  

Today’s tip will be helpful in any con-
versation but it is most important when 
there is a tension-fi lled disagreement.

The fi rst thing to do is stop talking 
and prepare yourself to listen attentively 
while being open-minded and curious. 
The incredible thing is . . . the conversa-
tion will go well even if only one of you 
listens in this fashion.

“Seek fi rst to understand and then be 
understood.” — Steve Covey

Choose to put your ideas on the shelf 
for now and focus on what the other 
person is saying. Always remember that 
the beliefs and opinions of others have 
come from their very real life experi-
ences, as have yours. Your opinions and 
values are of equal importance and you 
will get your chance to voice them. The 

likelihood of being heard yourself will 
increase if you listen to the other person 
fi rst.  

To prepar e for listening, put your-
self in a state of calmness by breathing 
deeply into your belly. Taking in fresh 
oxygen can lower your blood pressure 
and relax your mind, body, and spirit. It 
can also lay a foundation of mindfulness 
that will enable you to truly listen. Be 
confi dent in your ability to listen whole-
heartedly.

Preparing yourself to listen is the 
beginning of a solid foundation for 
effective communication. The other 
person will sense your genuine interest 
and start to feel more at ease. During 
the next week, notice the difference in 
your conversations when you apply this 
basic tip.

Next: Beware of blocks to listening.

Laura Dafoe is a retired teacher who is 
dedicated to cultivating peace through 
the study and practice of compassionate 
communication.

PHOTOS BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Above: Ella Scaia, a Grade 5 student, shows off her Van Gogh-like 
chair. At right, Tiana Poystila poses with her portrait, inspired by 
the artist’s many self-portraits.

PHOTOS BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

LOVING VINCENT: Young artists participating in a multi-week ArtSpring Youth Art Enrichment Program taught by 
Tracy Harrison gather Friday with their Vincent Van Gogh-inspired works. From left, back row, are Cleo Cowan, Quinn 
Cowan, Kara Yaremcio, instructor Harrison, Andy Poystila Jr., Nanook Lardiere and Nathaniel Costely-White. From left 
bottom row are Alexia Baldwin, Blossom MacAllister, Tiana Poystila, Ella Burke, Bryn Renee Pyper, Isabella and Lucy 
Pugh Aucoin. The show ran on Nov 2, 5 and 6 at ArtSpring’s gallery.
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Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com
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Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 7th.  
Win a Salt Spring Books gift certificate
for a story of up to 500 words about 
Christmas or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in 
Kindergarten to   Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired 
teachers and librarians on quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in 
the Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written 
on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information,  250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 

participation level are eligible to win 
a donation of $100 made on behalf of 
the class to the charity of their choice! 

Write a story of 
500 words or less 
whose topic relates 
to Christmas or the 
Christmas season.

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.
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T he deadline for our annual 
writing contest is Friday, 
December 7th.  
Win a Salt Spring Books gift 
certificate for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas or 
the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to   
Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers 
and librarians on quality of writing, clarity of 
presentation and originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the 
Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written on 
the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, 
B.C. V8K 2V3, email to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information,  250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 
participation level are eligible to win a 
donation of $100 made on behalf of the 
class to the charity of their choice! 

Write a story of 
500 words or less 
whose topic relates 
to Christmas or the 
Christmas season.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

SCARY VISITOR: The president of a nearby nation (AKA Ken Lee) 
dropped by the Driftwood on Halloween day to question the integrity 
of the island’s local paper. 

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

ABANDONED: Jack o’lanterns congregrate at the foot of Maliview 
Drive and Walker’s Hook Road after their Halloween duties are complete. 

Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood offi ce 
will not be open on Monday, Nov. 12 

and will re-open for usual business hours 
on Tuesday, Nov. 13.

Advertising deadlines for the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 

Wednesday Nov. 14th edition 
will be as follows:

Display Advertising Deadline: 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 3pm

Classifi ed Display Deadline: 
Friday, Nov. 9, 3pm

Classifi ed Word Deadline: 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 9am

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Advertising Deadline 
Change

PHOTO BY ROBIN JENKINSON

HARVEST LUNCH: Juliane Strongman, 
right, serves food to fellow Salt Spring 
Elementary School students on Halloween. 
All 170 students at Salt Spring Elementary 
helped prepare a “harvest lunch” for 
themselves, featuring pumpkin soup and 
herb biscuits (from pumpkins and herbs 
grown in their school garden), along with 
apple slices, many of which were donated 
by George Laundry of the Burgoyne Valley. 
Some classes decorated the gym, others 
hung “story-walks” around the school 
to read, and others helped clean up and 
compost all the napkins and dishes, provided 
by the GISS culinary program. The lunch was 
also a fundraiser for The Root, a project of 
the Farmland Trust. In costume, the children 
served one another other and enjoyed the 
Halloween party atmosphere, including festive 
bouquets on all the tables and tiny ghosts and 
vampires made from toilet-paper rolls.

Photo Gallery 

WWI talk on Nov. 11
The regular meeting of the Salt Spring Island 

Historical Society will be held at 2 p.m. on Nov. 11 
at Meaden Hall.

There will be a historical display and presentation 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
Armistice of 1918. Chris Arnett will present a talk 
called My Granddad and the War to End All Wars, 
taking place during the Legion’s open house. 

The “Great War” impacted Salt Spring Island 
profoundly. Recruitment and mortality rates were 
nearly twice the national average. Many European-
born settlers wanted to enlist, and most were sent 
directly overseas to the theatres of war, resulting 
in high casualty rates. Those who returned carried 
on Island life, forever changed by the unspeakable 
experience. 

The historical display will be available for viewing 
from Nov. 9 to 11.

My Generation fi lm
The Salt Spring Film Festival Society continues 

its 20th year with a fabulous doc called My Generation, 
airing at ArtSpring on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

Michael Caine is the fi lm’s charming guide to life in 
the 1960s, when his generation exploded British class 
barriers with colour, music and talent. Director David 
Barry incorporates a treasury of archival footage, 
a blazing soundtrack and interviews with famous 
iconoclasts from Paul McCartney to Twiggy to Mary 
Quant into a light-hearted documentary about a time 
when young people suddenly became a force. 

“Music by groups such as the Beatles, the Rolling 
Stones, and the Kinks expressed and urged a new way 
of being and a new sense of power,” says Therin Gower 
of the Salt Spring Film Festival Society. “Staid, grey 
Britain didn’t know what hit it. My Generation refl ects 
the buzz and excitement of those years.” 

Out + About is a compilation of items about 
upcoming events on Salt Spring Island. 

+ ABOUT+ ABOUT
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BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE 
Book your classifi eds online - open 24 hours a day

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassifi ed.com

Classifi eds 250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM  •  OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

PLACE AN AD:
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT: 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 

appear on-line at
www.bcclassifi ed.com

Auto ads also listed on line at 
www.bcautocentral.com

All ads are posted to BCClassifi ed.com

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS: 

3 line rate $16.75 - 
additional lines $1.00 ea

DISPLAY ADS: 
$14.00 per col. inch

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2018  

Classifi edsClassifi eds
DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
250-537-2613

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: 

Word ad deadline: 
Too Late To Classify:  

WHAT IT COSTS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

Classifi eds 250-537-9933
YOUR AD ON-LINE 

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 
EMPLOYMENT/

LEGAL ADS: 

In Memoriam

CELEBRATION

Coming Events

FIREARM COURSE

Coming Events

WEST OF THE MOON

Information

TROUBLE WALKING? HIP 
or KNEE 

REPLACEMENT, 
or other conditions 

causing restrictions in daily 
activities? $2,000 tax credit. 
$40,000 refund cheque/re-

bates. Disability Tax 
Credit. 1-844-453-5372  

Legal Notices

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US Entry 
Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540 

accesslegalmjf.com

Business 
Opportunities

Career  
Opportunities

SEASONAL FUEL TRUCK 
DRIVER to deliver fuel in cen-

tral/northern 
Alberta for winter drilling pro-

gram. Call Roger 
780-805-5215.

Education/Trade 
Schools

MEDICAL 
LABORATORY

ASSISTANT TRAINING
Online-based 30 wk   pro-
gram includes 4 wk practi-
cum. Earn from $21.65-
$26.02/hr. Hands-on practi-
cum opportunities available 
through our partnership with 
LifeLabs. 100% employment 
within 6 months of program 
completion.
www.stenbergcollege.com

Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

Education/Trade 
Schools

MEDICAL 
TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have 

work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 

you need from an 
employer-trusted 
program. Visit: 

CareerStep.ca/MT 
or 1-855-768-3362 to 
start training for your 
work-at-home career

 today!

 

Land Act:
Notice of Intention to Apply for
a Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that Penelakut Seafoods Inc of 
Chemainus, British Columbia, intends to 
make application to Ministry of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development (MFLNRO), West Coast 
Service Centre, for a Licence of Occupation 
– Shellfish (beach culture of clams and 
oysters) situated on Provincial Crown land 
located in the vicinity of Booth Bay, 
Saltspring Island. 

The Lands File Number that has been 
established for this application is 1414788. 

 

Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to the Section Head - 
Aquaculture, Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080 
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed 
to:AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. 
Comments will be received by MFLNRO until 
December 10, 2018. MFLNRO may not be able to 
consider comments received after this date. 
Please visit our website:  
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/inde
x.jsp for more information. 

  

 Be advised that any response to this 
advertisement will be considered part of the 
public record. For information, contact the FOI 
Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations regional office. 

 

Penelakut Seafoods Notice of Intention to Apply 
for a Disposition of Crown Land
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Lands, Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development (MFLNRO), West Coast 
Service Centre, for a Licence of Occupation 
– Shellfish (beach culture of clams and 
oysters) situated on Provincial Crown land 
located in the vicinity of Booth Bay, 
Saltspring Island. 

The Lands File Number that has been 
established for this application is 1414788. 

 

Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to the Section Head - 
Aquaculture, Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080 
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed 
to:AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. 
Comments will be received by MFLNRO until 
December 10, 2018. MFLNRO may not be able to 
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Please visit our website:  
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x.jsp for more information. 
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advertisement will be considered part of the 
public record. For information, contact the FOI 
Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations regional office. 

 

Penelakut Seafoods Notice of Intention to Apply 
for a Disposition of Crown Land

 

Tenders Tenders

Education/Trade 
Schools

PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN TRAINING

Online-based 43 wk   pro-
gram incls 8 wk practicum. 
Regulated Pharmacy Tech-
nicians earn  $25-$28/hr in 
hospitals &    $20-$27/hr in 
community pharmacies. Ac-
credited by the Canadian 
Council for the Accreditation 
of Pharmacy Programs 
(CCAPP).

www.stenbergcollege.com
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? Unem-
ployed? Need Money? We 
Lend! If you own your    own 
home - you  qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Medical Health

Get up to $50,000 from the 
Government of 

Canada. Do you or someone 
you know have any of these 
Conditions? ADHD, Anxiety, 
Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, 
COPD, Depression, Dia-
betes, Diffi culty Walking, 

Fibromyalgia, Irritable Bow-
els, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and Hundreds 

more. ALL Ages & Medical 
Conditions Qualify. CALL 

BRITISH COLUMBIA BENE-
FITS 

1-(800)-211-3550 
For Your Free No 

Obligation Information Pack-
age TODAY.

Computer Services

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for 

troubleshooting, software & 
networking support.  We do 

house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Concrete & Placing

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

Drafting & Design

Helset Design

Misc. for Sale

SAWMILLS from only 
$4,397 - MAKE MONEY & 
SAVE MONEY with your 

own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. 

In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info & DVD: www.Norwood-

Sawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT.

Storage

Mid Isl.Storage

SELF STORAGE

Recreational/Sale

Class “C” Motorhome
2008 Fleetwood 27’

Tioga Ranger.
One Owner, excellent con-

dition. Many
upgrades, Asking 
$35,400.00 Phone 

778 585 0670 Comox

Island Magic 
Hair Shoppe

Joanna is back 
to work ! 

Call for an appointment 
250-537-9322

ij

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Bookkeeper 
Job Opportunity

Full Time Bookkeeper 
required for a very busy accounting office.

The position required strong accounting and 
computer skills with knowledge of Microsoft 
office, Sage, and Quickbooks.

A professional attitude, excellent 
communication skills, flexibility, and willing 
to learn is essential.

Please send or droP off resume to:
fred lizotte
340 lower Ganges road,
salt spring Island, BC V8K 2V3
flizotte@mlwaccounting.ca

Chartered Professional Accountants
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D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island.

If you have 
information on any 

of our streets, 
please contact 

us at: 
250-537-9933 or 

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVE. 250-537-5507

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

Winterize 
YOUR VEHICLE

� Tire Chains    � Wiper Blades
� Antifreeze

� Headlight Upgrades and More

WE HAVE: 

Park Inn & Suites by Radisson Vancouver, BC
898 West Broadway

Vancouver, BC V5Z1J8
T: +1 (604) 872 8661, F: +1 (604)872-2270

dtooley@parkinn-vancouver

Welcome! Comfortable rooms with balcony, fridge,
microwave & free wifi. Adjacent to VGH, close to
Rogers Arena, BC Place & Granville Island

Adding Colour to LifeSM

parkinn.com/vancouverca

ISLAND ATHLETES  

Local golfer swings for pro tour
Keeping focus and positive 

mindset crucial for golf 

game

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Brad Morris steps onto the golf course 
nearly every morning well before the 
sun is up. No matter the weather, he and 
his buddy Ted Grand push their tees into 
the soft, damp soil and line up their fi rst 
drives. 

The pair have to stand behind each 
other to see where the shot lands, and 
hope they can fi nd their ball again. They 
jog the course, trying to get a full 18 holes 
in as quickly as they can. To make things 
even quicker, they play two balls at the 
same time from different tees, essentially 
bringing the three- to four-hour playing 
time down to about an hour and a half. 

Morris is currently playing in the 
15-round Bayview Performance Tour. If he 
places in the top three he will be able to 
play in the 2019 Bayview Victoria Open, a 
stop on the Canadian PGA tour. His early 
starts give him the chance to play a full 18 
holes every day and still make time for his 
family and business. 

Morris and Grand met through golfi ng 
around five years ago, and have been 
playing ever since. Initially, they were 
drawn to each other because they “didn’t 
fi t in with the clean-shaven, collared-shirt 
kind of crowd,” Grand said.

An easy smile and infectious personal-
ity have made Morris a notable fi gure in 
the Salt Spring golf scene. He coaches at 
the course, runs the junior golf program 
and hosts an invitational pro tournament 
each year. 

“He’s very community driven,” Grand 
said. “He’s happy to talk on any level with 
people and it really lets people take their 
guard down. I see people who would 
otherwise be pretty standoffi sh become 
really soft around him. That bodes well 
for the golf course.”

This year is his second attempt at mak-
ing the Bayview Open. If all goes well, he 
will play against 140 other golfers for two 
days, and if he qualifi es to go further he 
could have a good chance at winning part 
of a large cash prize. The Open would be 
Morris’ fi rst time playing in a PGA tourna-
ment, but he feels confi dent he has a shot 
at making it. 

“Right now I’m playing the best golf 
of my life. I’m more confi dent than I ever 
have been,” he said. “I feel like this is my 
year to start winning and getting started 
in that fi eld.”

Morris has been playing golf for most 
of his life. It has always been his dream 
to play professionally. He dropped out of 
college in 2005 to start a business in order 
to sponsor himself to play, and ended up 
going broke and not playing for six years. 
After hitting rock bottom, Morris turned 
his life around and through practising 
gratitude and mindfulness is now at the 
top of his game. 

“I remember playing the B.C. Amateur 
one year. On the 10th hole of my fi rst 
day I snapped my driver,” he said. “I was 

so angry. It was the most embarrassing 
moment ever . . . It has been a hell of a 
journey to kind of be able to climb back 
and get my game back up.”

Part of what makes Morris so confi dent 
on the course is his integration of medi-
tation practices. He has a background 
in teaching meditation workshops and 
found that simply focusing on the sport’s 
techniques were not doing enough for 
him. Typically, everything in golf revolves 
around the technique. However, after 
getting the swing dialled in, players 
tend to forget the emotional and mental 
aspect of the game. 

“The presence and awareness that I’ve 
learned to cultivate with my body align-
ment and ability to focus and control 
my thoughts has been invaluable for the 
game,” he said. “Most people don’t real-
ize how well meditation and golf go 
together.”

That mental practice helped keep Mor-
ris focused on the fi rst round of the Bay-
view tour. After a bad break on the 10th 
hole of the tournament, Morris scored 
a triple bogey on the hardest hole of 
the course. Instead of becoming frus-
trated and falling behind, Morris pulled 
three birdies on the next three holes and 
wound up fi nishing tied for sixth place. 

After the first tournament, Morris is 
sitting in seventh place. He still has a long 
road ahead with 13 tour stops left. Morris 
plans on keeping a positive and mindful 
approach to his game so he will be able 
to play with the best golfers in Canada 
in June. 

Until then, he will keep teeing off in 
the dark. Every time he does, it will be 
from a place of self-refl ection, awareness 
and love for the game. 

“I’ve kind of merged my love for pres-
ence, mindfulness and meditation with 
my golf game,” he said. “For me it’s a pas-
sion . . . Golf is the thing that I’ve wanted 
to do my whole life, and I fi nally get to do 
it,” he said, grinning.  

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Salt Spring professional golfer Brad Morris takes a shot during the Salt 
Spring Open golf tournament held at the Salt Spring Golf and Country Club 
course in September. 
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OFFER VALID NOV. 1–16
Cannot be combined with other offers. Ask for details.

NexGen Hearing is committed to Better Hearing Health.  
Now you can be part of the NexGen Hearing Family. 
There’s never been a better time to schedule your  
Free Hearing Test and experience our 90 Day Free Trial!

Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC 

Capital Regional District

Notice of Official Election Results

2018 General Local Election
Notice is hereby given that the following persons have 
been declared elected by voting in the 2018 General 
Local Election for the office of CRD Electoral Area Director:

Electoral Area Directors Elected
Juan de Fuca Michael HICKS
Salt Spring Island Gary HOLMAN
Southern Gulf 
Islands

David HOWE

 

Dated this 24th day of October, 2018 
Thomas F. Moore 
Chief Election Officer

DISC GOLF 

Local disc golfers host first sanctioned tourney
Duck Golf series players 

accustomed to the rain

BY marc kItterInGham
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

More than 70 disc golf players braved the week-
end rain to take part in the second tournament in 
the 2018/2019 Duck Golf series at the Salt Spring 
Island Golf Course. 

Players had to contend with a bit of wind on the 
Friday practice round, but had sunny skies through 
the day. However, Saturday’s tournament was a great 
example of where the Duck Golf series gets its name 
from, with rain falling on and off throughout the day.

“It is Duck Golf, so we’re pretty much prepared for 
rain,” said Bill Anderson, a player from Vancouver.

The eight-tournament series runs through the 
winter, with the championship held in Burnaby in 
May.

Men’S SOCCer

Local player Evan Eyles took the top 
spot in the open men’s category with a 
score of 114 for two rounds of play. The 
open women’s category was won by Vic-
toria’s Kristy Lee, scoring 133. 

The tournament was the second in 
the series, put on by BC Disc Sports. It 
was also the first sanctioned disc golf 
tournament held on Salt Spring. The 
smaller course at Mouat Park did not 
qualify for sanctioned competition. After 
recently opening the new course at the 
Salt Spring Golf and Country Club, which 
has longer holes and more traditional 
layout, the local club is able to host big-
ger tournaments.

“It’ll definitely be good for disc golf on 
Salt Spring,” said tournament director 
Ben Corno. “It adds a bit more stability 
to the idea, which means we can put 
more energy into it.”

Corno hopes to build up the existing 
temporary infrastructure on the golf 
course with more permanent fixtures. 

Sanctioned tournaments generally 
attract more serious players who are reg-
istered with the Professional Disc Golf 
Association (PDGA). The results of the 
weekend’s tournament counted toward 
player ratings. 

“When you’re a PDGA registered play-
er, they track your scores and apply a 
rating to you relative to other players 
that you’ve played against,” Corno said. 
“If you play in a tournament that has a 
lot of great players and you do well, it’ll 
boost your rating. If you do just margin-
ally at a tournament with bad players, 
it’ll probably drop your rating.”

Seventy-two players from as far away 
as Chilliwack participated in the Salt 
Spring tournament. The series will have 
events in Langley, Burnaby, Nanaimo, 
Mission and on Pender Island. 

Photos by marc kitteringham

From top, Chance Stad, left, and John Gould-Thorpe from the Lower Mainland 
eyeball a shot at the Duck Golf tourney on Salt Spring on Friday, while Claude 
Gignac of Salt Spring tees off during the practice round.

Even Scott Howe couldn’t score

BY fraser hoPe
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

The clock change caught out this reporter, who 
arrived in the press box just after the referee started the 
game against Cowichan Classics on Sunday.

There was no time to use the newfangled voice 
recorder, but the trusty old sharpened stub of a pencil 
and a notebook were at the ready. Unusually for a home 
game, Old Boys had a shortened substitutes bench with 
the dreaded lurgy felling some of the regular stalwarts. 
Coach Graham Tweddle would have his work cut out to 
furnish any sort of victory against a Cowichan team not 
noted for its strict adherence to the laws of FIFA. Early 
match discussion in the stands revolved around 

Old Boys quickly settled into an easy rhythm of short 
passes ending up as per usual of a series of “could have, 
should have, would have chances” that invariably raised 
the expectations of the home fans way beyond real-
ity. Almost in their first foray deep in to the home terri-
tory, a clearance fell to a Cowichan attacker, who shot 
a low fast ball past an unsighted Henry Braak for first 
blood.  Quickly Cowichan added a second goal with a 
long through-pass, giving the attackers an opportunity 
to calmly score their second goal before Old Boys could 
recover.

Emboldened by this quick success, Cowichan com-
manded the midfield and forced several attacks, which 
resulted in a free kick being awarded, unfairly accord-
ing to members of the defence, on the edge of the 
penalty box.  Cowichan’s “Arjen Robben” measured the 
distance, calculated the swerve needed to curl around 
Old Boys’ famous defensive wall and put the visitors 
three goals up with a finely judged and engineered 

shot that Braak never saw till he was picking the ball out 
of the back of the net. 

One highlight was a Dave McColl effort stolen directly 
from Mike Davis’ patented back heel move as described 
in his “Bumper Book of Back Heels” just published for 
the Christmas season, a gift all your children and grand-
children cannot afford to miss. (Paid-for content.)

Maybe Cowichan were super confident in their lead, 
or the Old Boys, with the advantage of gravity playing 
down the notorious Portlock slope began to impose 
some sort of response that could herald a comeback 
win. It petered out pretty quickly as that man “Rob-
ben” again took a free kick 24 metres out, which several 
goalkeepers past and present agreed was unstoppable, 
giving Cowichan an insurance goal. 

A free kick on the edge of the box saw the referee 
point to a penalty spot for an infringement on an Old 
Boy attacker. Like all high-level teams there was some 
doubt and consultation as to who was to take the 
penalty. Eventually, Mark Aston and Mike McCormick 
bowed to team pressure to allow Scott Howe to step up 
to the mark. Despite protestations from Howe, who has 
never featured in an attacking goal for Old Boys, pre-
ferred his own version of the Pirlo “Panenka” or “Cuc-
chiaio” spoon or chip that embarrassed Joe Hart in Italy 
vs. England European championships. Unfortunately, it 
ended up trickling straight into the keeper’s arms. So no 
goal for Howe in the Golden Boot Award stats.

Cowichan, instead of following Over 48s etiquette, 
seemed to be settling old scores and, let us be honest 
here, just playing their normal over-the-top robust style 
of play, which caused the referee to declare “martial 
law” on the field. 

The Old Boys’ next home game is on Sunday, Nov. 11 
at 10:30 a.m. at Portlock versus Gorge FC 48s. 

Cowichan bowls over Old Boys
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