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Jason Watkin stands outside the shoreline side of his family’s new Ganges business, unable to proceed with stabilization and renovation work 
until a Salt Spring Islands Trust development permit application has been processed. 

Shoreline work halts venture
Summer timeline tests application backlog

Orange algal
bloom streaks
local waters
Nontoxic species makes 
annual appearance

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

An algae species called Noctiluca 
scintillans is making a splash on coastal 
waters, with a thick orange slick that can 
resemble oil paint creating a striking 
contrast to the dark green sea. 

Elysha Gordon, shellfish sanitation 
program coordinator for Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, confirmed the event is 
due to the nontoxic species and not of 
the type that can cause shellfish poison-
ing, commonly known as red tide. 

“I’ve been receiving photos for the last 
week or two from Salt Spring and other 
places,” Gordon said, noting blooms 
have been seen from Powell River to 
Maple Bay. 

Plankton specialist Nicky Haigh, who 
is based in Salt Spring and Nanaimo, 
runs the Harmful Algae Monitoring Pro-
gram for the B.C. salmon farming indus-
try through her company Microthalas-
sia.

Haigh explained the bright orange 
algae appears following the spring dia-
tom bloom, because it feeds on the dia-
toms. The timing can shift but tends to 
happen near the end of April or begin-
ning of May. The bloom is visible both 
during the day and at night.

“The name Noctiluca means ‘night 
light;’ scintillans is ‘sparkling’ or ‘twin-
kling’ — a perfect name for this highly 
bioluminescent species,” Haigh said. 

The Driftwood reported on a similar 
alarming “orange tide” in 2014. Gordon 
said 2018 may be shaping up to be a 
similar year.

ENVIRONMENT 

ISLANDS TRUST 

    GULF ISLANDS

Wednesday, May 2, 2018 — YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960   58TH YEAR  ISSUE 18

Aqua - Gulf Islands Living
Our ‘get ready for visitors’ issue

INSIDE

$125
(incl. GST)

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

New owners of a kayak rental and retail cloth-
ing business in Ganges are grappling with unex-
pected regulatory hurdles before renovation 
and repair work can continue.

Jason and Anna Watkin and their three chil-
dren, Sarah, Olivia and Lucas, had started 
the family project of overhauling the former 
Island Escapades site and were hoping to 
launch their business called Beachside in 

time for the summer season. Their plans, 
which included community access to the 
beach, have been delayed for the indefi nite 
future due to bylaw infractions in a develop-
ment permit area.

As of Friday, the Watkins and Islands Trust 
staff agreed to start the development permit 
application process.

“We are doing all the things we need to do 
for permitting, and already have the people 
lined up — biologist, archaeologist, geolo-

gist, and all the other ‘ists,’” Jason Watkin 
reported. 

Watkin is the Salt Spring founder and CEO 
of natural supplement company Purica. He 
said he was unaware site repair works would 
trigger the need for a development permit 
and supporting documents such as engi-
neering, geotechnical and environmental 
reports. 
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$98

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$98

AGrICulTurE 

LTC to check into marijuana on farmland
Farmers’ Institute 
concerned about 
commercial 
production on 
arable lands

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee has added mari-
juana production on farm-
land to its projects list after 
receiving a letter from the 
Farmers’ Institute concerning 
the issue.

Dated March 31, the letter 
expressed concern that using 
Salt Spring farmland in and 
out of the Agricultural Land 
Reserve would displace food 
production and add strain 
to the island’s infrastructure. 
It also addressed the fact that 
there is currently no policy 
about marijuana production 
on the island. 

The LTC discussed the issue 
at its last meeting on April 19. 
Trustee George Grams agreed 
with the Farmers’ Institute, 
saying he thinks “for agricul-
tural land I would like to see 
production of fruit and veg-
etables. I think that’s where we 
can attract maximum benefit.

“It is going to hugely increase 
our carbon footprint, the more 
grow ops we have, because it 
is very energy intensive. And 
the longer we leave it the more 
grow ops will be grandfathered, 
so this needs to become ulti-
mately a top priority.”

The issue of industrial can-
nabis production on arable 
lands is not only applicable to 
the  Salt Spring Island LTC. The 
LTC has forwarded the issue on 
to Islands Trust Council, with a 
request that it be discussed at 
its quarterly meeting in June 
on Saturna Island.

Industrial cannabis farms 
are typically made up of green-
houses and indoor facilities 

that would take away from tra-
ditional farmland if they were 
built on ALR lands. Indoor 
facilities often have a large 
impact on soil quality. Farmers 
say building large greenhouses 
on farmland would destroy the 
soil and prevent it from being 
used for anything else in the 
future.

There has been debate 
around limiting other non-
food crops from the ALR, 
including flowers, hops for 
beer and grapes for wine. While 
food production is important, 
farmers point out there are 
many other crops that farm-
ers produce that can support 
them. 

“However, if you’re grow-
ing hops for beer or grapes for 
wine, you can convert that to 
food in one season. If you’re 
growing marijuana in a huge 
warehouse that’s got concrete 
all over the place, you’re not 
going to convert that ever back 
to farmland,” said Farmers’ 
Institute vice-president Tony 
Threlfall. “If you tear down the 
building and there has been 
concrete or blacktop or what-
ever, the soil is ruined.”

Marijuana has not been 
called an undesirable crop, so 
the Islands Trust will not have 
much say as to whether or not 

it can be grown.
“Growing marijuana is farm-

ing after all,” trustee Peter 
Grove said. “The way it’s done 
is a different issue.”

Neither the Farmers Insti-
tute nor the LTC are against 
marijuana production, not-
ing that it can be an economic 
boost to the island. However, it 
is too early to tell whether that 
boost would mitigate the cost 
of reducing the amount of land 
available for food production. 

According to Threlfall, it is 
hard to see the economic ben-
efit of a large-scale marijuana 
facility on Salt Spring.

“It really makes me wonder 
when you consider that every-
thing to do with the grow op 
has to be imported, and all 
of the production has to be 
exported off the island,” he 
said. “The additional expense . 
. . there has to be a reason why 
this becomes attractive to do 
on Salt Spring.”

The timeline for marijuana 
legalization in Canada has not 
been set in stone. Bill C-45 has 
not been officially approved, 
though the tentative date is 
for legalization around July 
1, 2018. Passing regulations 
through the Islands Trust in 
time for legalization is not real-
istic, Grove said. 

Photo courtESY BcYcNA 

HoldING THE HArdWArE: Driftwood writer Elizabeth Nolan, 
left, receives her first-place award in the feature series category of 
the B.c. and Yukon community Newspapers Association’s Ma Murray 
Awards gala in richmond on Saturday with the award presented by 
BcYcNA board member Karen hill. Nolan’s award was for a three-
part series on dying with dignity. the Driftwood also earned second 
place for general excellence in its circulation category, and editor Gail 
Sjuberg won a third-place award for an editorial on the incorporation 
referendum in an open circulation category. 

BC fErrIES

Ferry disruptions to continue 
Davit replacement parts en route 
from Atlantic canada

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

BC Ferries service to the Gulf Islands continues 
to be disrupted after an incident on the Queen of 
Cumberland on April 18. 

The Queen of Cumberland has been removed 
from service to make necessary repairs after a davit 
malfunctioned during a training exercise. A replace-
ment part has been sourced from Atlantic Canada, 
and the ship is expected to be back in service in mid-
May, according to a BC Ferries press release. 

Ferry services will be covered by other vessels 
in the fleet. The Mayne Queen and the Skeena 
Queen will be taking over the Queen of Cumber-
land route starting on May 2, and the Salish Raven 
will provide service to and from Tsawwassen on 
the weekends. The Quinitsa will continue servicing 
dangerous cargo sailings until the fleet is back up to 
full strength. 

Travellers are advised to check up-to-date ferry 

schedules before making travel plans. The Skeena 
Queen will continue to make an extra Pender stop 
on Mondays through Fridays, for example, although 
the Friday timing is different. 

The incident has created confusion for Gulf 
Islanders, making it difficult to get to and from their 
home islands, Vancouver Island and the mainland. 

“We recognize many schedules have been dis-
rupted and our first priority is to get people to their 
destinations as reliably as we can,” said the press 
release. 

The replacement part for the damaged davit will 
be sent to B.C. shortly, and installed on the Queen of 
Cumberland as soon as possible. It will also require 
regulatory approval, some structural modifications 
to the ship, crew training and approval of the new 
crew  procedures before the ship is ready to sail 
again. 

The modified schedules up to May 16 have been 
posted on the BC Ferries website, and passengers 
are asked to call 1-888-BCFERRY if they have any 
questions or concerns about their sailings. Fur-
ther updates will be posted to the website as they 
become available. 

Coast Capital Savings supports 
our local community papers. 

High-fives to all of the 2018  
Ma Murray Award winners!

Proud sponsor is an 
understatement.

“It is going to 
hugely increase our 
carbon footprint, 
the more grow ops 
we have, because 
it is very energy 
intensive.” 
GEORGE GRAMS
Salt Spring trustee
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Xwaaqw’um big Canoe Carving Family activities Day: 
Saturday, MAY 5  
Fulford Hall, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

HEaltH sErVICEs

Greenwoods looks to the future as situation improves
Aletha Humphreys 
welcomed to ED role

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Greenwoods Eldercare Soci-
ety’s board of directors has spent 
the past several years pulling Salt 
Spring’s major residential care 
facility out of the brink of disaster, 
but recent successes have them 
looking ahead to much brighter 
prospects.

Conditions that were put on 
the facility’s licence in 2016 as the 
result of multiple inspection viola-
tions were just one issue the board 
and senior administrators had to 
surmount. The society was also 
facing a huge deficit, crumbling 
infrastructure and an adversarial 
relationship with staff.

With much of that now behind 
them or on the way to being fully 
resolved, the board is in a place 
where Paul Oliphant, executive 
director for the past two years, can 
safely “re-retire,” while the addi-
tion of Aletha Humphreys in his 
place will ensure there is a solid 
structure to meet future demands 
and challenges.

Speaking shortly before Green-
woods hosted a handing-over cel-
ebration, Oliphant said changing 
the culture at Greenwoods and 
rebuilding relationships are among 
his proudest achievements. 

“I believe the intent that we have 
had has been to lay the ground-
work for the future improvements, 
but the primary thing has been to 
establish a positive relationship 
and a trusting relationship in a 
number of directions,” Oliphant 
said. “It’s the relationship between 
our leaders and our staff members, 
it’s the relationship between our 
board of directors and our execu-

tive director, it’s the relationship 
between staff and other staff mem-
bers, and between the organiza-
tion and the community, and the 
organization and other facilities.”

“All of the things we’ve gone 
through, and it’s been tough slog-
ging, it’s really been worth it,” said 
board of directors chair Barb Aust, 
whose mother lived at Greenwoods 
before her death. “It’s all with the 
superordinate goal of ‘This is the 
residence of Salt Spring. This is our 
community, these are our seniors 
and we’re going to look after them, 
because we’re all going to end up 
here some day.’”

Aust reported the board has 
recently written to Island Health’s 
head of inspection Dr. Richard 
Stanwick to request the licensing 
conditions be removed. One of 
the longest running areas of non-
compliance had to do with bath-
ing facilities. Care homes with 50 
or more residents are required to 
have four units. Greenwoods, with 
51 beds, had two bathtubs until 
Salt Spring Foundation funding 
allowed them to install two addi-
tional shower stalls last year. Other 
longstanding issues have also been 
resolved.

“We had to prove that we had 
a track record of staying in com-
pliance, and with those big ticket 
items that were on there, we have 
been,” Aust said. 

With an improved relationship 
with licensing, the board has put 
some of their focus on getting 
Accreditation Canada certification. 
This process has led them to delve 
into operations and improving the 
care that Greenwoods provides — 
although Oliphant said that staff 
have always offered warm, compas-
sionate care to residents and con-
tinue to do so.

“That has been unaltered, even 

during the most difficult times, and 
what has been most striking to me is 
the resilience of our staff despite all 
the difficulties we’ve experienced,” 
Oliphant said. 

More infrastructure improve-
ments will be possible now that 
Greenwoods has successfully 
transferred from a fixed mortgage 
of 9.625 per cent interest to a low-
rate mortgage and secured a pay-
out penalty exemption, but Island 
Health’s funding model still leaves 
many shortfalls. The funding covers 
immediate care needs like staffing 
and medication, but the society has 

to find a way to cover everything 
else, and donations from groups like 
the Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 
are crucial. 

Oliphant said local water and 
sewage costs are “astronomical” in 
comparison with other commu-
nities, so the administrators have 
worked with Island Health to get 
better funding for operations. 

Tailoring care to the individu-
als who are living at the centre is 
another one of the board’s main 
strategic goals, and Aust said many 
advances have been made on that 
front through specialized training 

opportunities for staff, and making 
connections to other community 
groups. 

Now that Greenwoods is on 
such steady ground, the board and 
administration are looking toward 
the future. They are thrilled to have 
found Humphreys, a person in 
the community who has a nursing 
background and understands the 
compassionate care approach, but 
also has extensive project manage-
ment experience. Humphreys has 
also gotten to know many people 
during the past few years as owner 
of Cafe Talia, and before that as 
executive director of Salt Spring 
Literacy, so she will be a comfort-
ing presence for many Greenwoods 
families. 

With a growing seniors popu-
lation and their changing needs 
under evolving health care  models, 
the board feels Humphreys is ide-
ally placed to create the processes 
it needs to manage a sustainable 
course.

“Because I’ve had a lot of years 
in education and project man-
agement, I see things in that step-
by-step way: ‘Let’s put the sys-
tems and process in place so we 
move into action,’” Humphreys 
said. “My sense is we’ve had a lot 
of discussion and we know where 
some of our needs are, so let’s 
start slowly building to actually 
get some of these greater needs 
addressed.”

She added the goal is to get 
Greenwoods in a position to 
become a community leader rather 
than just reacting to problems and 
“firefighting.” 

“Being proactive is the next step, 
because we have been putting out 
fires, for sure,” Aust agreed. “And 
digging out too — not just put-
ting out the fire but digging out the 
rubble.”

Orange sea bloom is not toxic ‘red tide’

Haigh said in her view this hasn’t been a 
particularly notable year for the bloom so 
far, but it may be just getting started.

“Like most plankton species, Noctiluca 

has a cycle of years when it is more preva-
lent, and years where not much is seen, 
and these cycles are dependent on envi-
ronmental conditions, including weather, 
food availability, or the strength of the 
spring diatom bloom, and sometimes 
just whether those first cells to start the 
blooms are around or not,” Haigh said. 

People who are harvesting shellfish can 
stay on top of which species are safe to 
consume by visiting the new interactive 
map at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca, searching by 
area under the website’s marine biotoxin 
contamination closures page, or contact-
ing Gordon directly at 250-756-7192 or 
Elysha.Gordon@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

ForTherECorD
One of the Salt Spring 

people arrested for 
blocking Kinder Mor-
gan’s gates last month 
was incorrectly identi-
fied in a story about a 
GoFundMe campaign 

last week. Ronald Ada, 
not Lucille Lamarche, 
was arrested. As an 
update, by Tuesday the 
campaign had exceed-
ed its $5,000 goal by 
almost $900.

alGal BlooM 
continued from 1

pHoto bY ElizAbEtH NolAN

Greenwoods’ new executive director Aletha Humphreys, left, and outgo-
ing ED paul oliphant flank board of directors chair barb Aust.
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Long-time islanders facing accommodation crisis
Working island family now 
without a home

By RHONAN HEITZMANN
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

Chelsea Jones and Forest Jackson are both 
32 years old and were born on Salt Spring. 

The Jones family has been here since 
1972. Chelsea and Forest became a couple 
12 years ago. 

Their oldest of six children is nine years 
old and the latest was just born on March 
12. The family has been homeless since 
December when they decided to leave 
their rental in a duplex where Chelsea’s 
sister Heather Jones met her tragic end. It 
was impossible for the family to live in the 
site of such intense trauma.  

They were taken in temporarily by Chel-
sea’s sister Tammy Walker and Paul Large. 

“Thank God I have my sister,” Chelsea 
said.  

The whole family then stayed in a room 
at the Sea Breeze Inne for two months, but 
had to leave because of the coming tourist 
season. They were recently taken in again 
by Tammy and Paul. There are now five 
adults and six children living in a three-
bedroom house. They are all making it 
work for now, but it is not sustainable.

Chelsea and Forest have always been 

working. They have always been good ten-
ants and have great references. Forest is 
now working as a manager at the Island 
Return-it Centre. Prior to the duplex where 

they had to leave, they had rented a house 
for six years. 

“I have been renting since I was 17,” said 
Chelsea. “I have never had a problem until 
now.”

They have been checking the listings 
every day since December. They have 
checked with local rental agencies and 
have spread the word through their com-
munity of friends and family. They have 
posted a housing wanted ad. There is very 
little available to them and they have been 
denied consideration due to having a large 
family at least half a dozen times. 

If anyone has a house that might suit 
this family but are concerned about water 
use, Salt Spring Water Co. will donate any 
water needed to cover any potential short-
age.  Ideally this family needs a three-
bedroom house and can afford to pay up 
to $1,600 per month. 

They can be reached at ceajones@hot-
mail.com or 250-221-1524.

40-year resident senior 
facing homelessness

Janet Marshall, 71, has been an island 
resident for 40 years. She has always worked 
hard and contributed to the community 
over the years as a real estate agent, den-

turist assistant and deli 
owner. 

“Remember  Hump-
erdinks at the front of Gaso-
line Alley?” she asked with 
a huge smile and twinkling 
eyes.

I do remember that deli, 
but I was just a boy then. 
We smiled at the fond 

memories and felt the bond that deep roots 
in a community bring, though we have not 
known each other personally. 

Janet is now retired but still volunteers time 
at the Lady Minto Thrift Shop. Last December 
she had to sell her house that her parents had 
bought in 1985 in order to pay off the mort-
gage. She luckily found a place to rent from 
friends but only until May 31. After that she 
does not know what will happen. There are 
long waiting lists at Croftonbrook and Pio-
neer Village. She has spread the word among 
her friends and is actively looking but has 
problems with her computer so cannot view 
online listings. Ideally she would find a place 
with a bedroom large enough for her bed. She 
can afford rent up to $900 per month. 

“I know so many people and have been 
here so long it feels like I was born here. I 
don’t think I could go somewhere else and not 
know anybody,” Janet said.

She can be reached at 250-537-5359.

Applicants hope for expedited process

A key part of the plan for Beachside 
is to create a new patio area that is 
open to the community, along with 
the beach below. Revitalization of the 
space includes removing dumped gar-
bage and the overgrown shrubbery 
that created a screen for illicit night-
time activities. (Watkin said among the 
load of plastic that he cleared out were 
countless syringes.) 

A new retaining wall made of inter-
locking concrete slabs resembling 
stone that went onto the water side of 
the property is the source of the trou-
ble. Watkin explained the work started 
as an emergency attempt to replace 
an existing sandstone retaining wall 
that he discovered had crumbled away 
while clearing out masses of invasive 
ivy. That situation, combined with the 
large holes left by the ivy’s huge root 
balls, put one corner of the building 
especially in jeopardy — that corner 
happens to be the closest to where 
Ganges creek enters the sea. 

“I did not anticipate that I needed a 
wall. There was already a wall there — I 
was just replacing it,” said Watkin. “All 
I did was do something that needed to 
be done right now.”

Salt Spring trustee Peter Grove said 
he received plenty of emails last week 
from supporters of the Watkin fam-
ily who decried the bylaw enforcement 
action that’s ground the project to a 
halt. 

The property is under three different 
development permit areas — Island 
Villages,  Shoreline and Lakes, Streams 
and Wetlands — as well as being in a 
heritage conservation area. Accord-
ing to Grove, a contractor working on 
the Beachside property who made 
enquiries at the Salt Spring Trust office 
mid April was informed that attention 
would need to be directed to permit-

ting requirements before work went 
ahead. 

“[Beachside] is a valued business and 
benefits our community,” Grove wrote 
in a statement. “We would all like to 
see it succeed. However as in any juris-
diction, whether incorporated or not, 
there are specific bylaws and regula-
tions which must be followed.”

Islands Trust planner Jason Youmans 
has been consulting with the Watkins 
since bylaw enforcement got involved. 
He explained that permits are required 
in development permit areas before 
work starts to ensure that anything that 
happens is consistent with the specific 
guidelines laid out in the official com-
munity plan.

“Lands are in DPAs because the com-
munity identified those areas as warrant-
ing an extra level of local government pro-
tection as to what occurs on that land,” 
Youmans said, noting the reasons can be 
environmental protection, stability haz-
ards or just related to form and character.

Youmans added that in most jurisdic-
tions, “The shoreline is one of the most 
heavily regulated parts of the land you can 
contemplate development on because 
of the habitat value and the interface of 
land and water. It is singled out for special 
concern and attention.”

Salt Spring’s shoreline development 
permit ensures best practices are applied 
to protect aquatic habitat and tidal waters, 
and to prevent erosion and hazardous 
conditions that could result from inter-
rupting the natural geohydraulic pro-
cesses along the shoreline, among other 

concerns. 
While the OCP states natural vegetation 

should be used over structural solutions 
for shoreline stabilization, Watkin said 
since his building sits on loose soil and 
sand, one storm could have potentially 
brought it down after the limited support 
provided by the ivy roots was removed.

“Without a foundation, and encroach-
ing onto [the highway right-of-way] as 
it is, I do not believe there is a chance to 
rebuild,” he said. 

Costs are already running higher than 
expected, and without a summer open-
ing, Beachside could be in peril before it 
even gets going. Watkin said he bought 
the business for his family to work on 
together and the stress is having a nega-
tive impact on them. Kayaking instructors 
and retail staff who were meant to carry 
their positions on from Islands Escapades 
are also in the lurch.

While many friends in the community 
have called for an expedited process, the 
Salt Spring planning office is facing an 
unprecedented number of applications, 
and other applicants would also like their 
development permits and rezoning appli-
cations processed quickly. The Local Trust 
Committee voted at their April meeting to 
ask the Islands Trust for additional staff-
ing help. 

Grove said permits typically take about 
three months to obtain, but the Watkin 
proposal has many complications.

“We can explore whether the permit-
ting process could be expedited, but one 
must ask oneself if this is fair to those in 
the line up who have followed proper 
procedures and whose applications will 
consequently be delayed,” Grove suggests 
in his statement. 

Trust planning staff and trustees urge 
anyone who is contemplating buying 
property or doing development work 
to look at the development permit area 
maps, land use bylaw and Salt Spring OCP 
on the Salt Spring LTC webpage, and to 
have meetings with planning staff well 
before any project is meant to begin.

photo bY rhoNAN hEitzMANN

Forest Jackson, Chelsea Jones, their children 
and family dog.

BEACHSIdE 
continued from 1

“All I did was do something 
that needed to be done 
right now.” 
JASON WATKIN
Beachside owner

JANET 
MARSHALL
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Salt Spring Island Transit

Service Change
Effective May 5, 2018

Additional trips 

 2 Fulford Harbour: eleven extra trips on Saturdays
 3 Vesuvius: one extra trip on Saturday
 4 Long Harbour: one extra trip on Sunday

Temporary rerouting continues on all trips servicing 
Walker's Hook. 

Pick up a new Rider’s Guide on board or visit  
bctransit.com

tElEVIsIon

Amazing Race Canada contestants speed across island

GoVErnanCE

New feedback platform touted
Constituents can connect with 
MLA through PlaceSpeak

Saanich North and the Islands residents have 
a new way to communicate online with MLA 
Adam Olsen. 

“The newly launched PlaceSpeak page 
allows constituents to engage meaningfully 
on topics that matter to them in a safe, secure 
and privacy-respecting way,” explains a press 
release from Olsen’s constituency office.

 As an innovative B.C.-based startup, Plac-
eSpeak was developed with the support of 
the National Research Council of Canada. 
Its unique geo-verification technology pro-
vides Olsen with the flexibility to hear from 
all British Columbians, or exclusively from 
constituents within his riding. The authen-
tication process deters negative behaviour 
such as trolling or spamming, facilitating a 
respectful environment for online dialogue 
and engagement.

“I am excited to explore new platforms 
such as PlaceSpeak, to increase opportunities 
for civic engagement,” said Olsen. “Increas-
ing participation in our provincial democ-
racy is one of the main goals of our office and 

I am hopeful that using PlaceSpeak will allow 
for more meaningful discussions to occur. 
PlaceSpeak is an example of an innovative 
B.C.-based company that is raising the bar 
on democratic participation in this province. 
I look forward to hearing from you.”

Participants can currently complete a sur-
vey on agriculture in the region, and respond 
to a simple poll on issues in the riding and 
in the province. They can also contribute 
feedback on wild salmon in British Columbia 
through the discussion forum and pin local 
transit issues on a map of the riding.

“With privacy and data concerns at the 
forefront of people’s minds, PlaceSpeak 
ensures that users’ personal information is 
kept secure. The information that is used to 
authenticate participants is never shared, 
sold or otherwise distributed — not even 
with the MLA’s office.”

Recently, PlaceSpeak was used by the Dis-
trict of Central Saanich to collect feedback 
on issues in Brentwood Bay and on the 2018 
B.C. budget. 

Residents of Saanich North and the Islands 
can register and join the conversation from 
their computer or mobile device at http://
placespeak.com/adamolsen. 

Participants spotted downtown on 
Saturday

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring residents who were puzzled by a 
row of shiny new electric cars that appeared in 
the Ganges Alley parking lot last week soon had 
their answer when racing teams and television 
crews were added to the mix.

People who decided to brave the rain to attend 
the Saturday Market in the Park on April 28 may 
have been rewarded by witnessing filming for 
Amazing Race Canada. Participants were seen 
running through town and completing a pie-
eating contest in the market before zooming off 
again.

“It was exciting to see the action as teams 
arrived in Ganges Harbour,” said Salt Spring 
Chamber of Commerce executive director and 
general manager Janet Clouston. “The race 
went through the Saturday Market and, after 
a few challenges, teams headed out in electric 
vehicles to their next challenge  —  a nod to us 
being the EV capital of Canada.”

Amazing Race Canada will air at the end of 
June on CTV. The sixth season of the popular 
show will focus on teams of “everyday heroes.”

The island appearance was supported by 
Destination BC, Tourism Vancouver Island 
and Tourism Cowichan.

“Many local Salt Spring residents were 
hired by the production team, which was an 
exciting experience for all involved,” Clous-
ton said. 

Photo CourtESY JohN hoLMES 

Electric cars sit lined up and ready in Ganges Alley parking lot for Amazing race 
Canada participants to use on April 28.

transPortatIon

NGTP delayed as First Nations interests come to light
Commissioners surprised

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Much-anticipated pedestrian and 
cycling improvements in Ganges vil-
lage will take a little longer to accom-
plish with news that a major com-
ponent of the North Ganges Trans-
portation Plan neglected to consider 
archeological materials.

Speaking to the Salt Spring Trans-
portation Commission meeting 
on Monday afternoon, the Capital 
Regional District’s new engineer for 
the island, Chris Davidson, reported 
that  a culvert slated to take drainage 
off Rainbow Road would have passed 
straight through a well-documented 
First Nations village site on the har-
bour’s edge.

“Unfortunately this means this will 
delay the works, into months, while 
we ascertain exactly what the plan is 
as a result,” Davidson said. “It has to 

be addressed archeologically, or we 
need to abandon the section where 
there is an interference, and we need 
an updated design to do that.”

Davidson said the CRD has 
retained a professional archeologist 
for a preliminary review, but a site 
alteration permit would probably be 
necessary for any of the construction 
or excavation work planned. 

Commissioners voiced surprise 
the information was only coming to 
light now, when the project has been 
in the works for years. Conceptual 
designs for the NGTP were first sub-
mitted by consultants JE Anderson 
for public engagement in 2010. The 
second phase with Lower Ganges 
Road improvements between Upper 
Ganges and Rainbow roads was 
intended to be completed by the end 
of the local election term this fall. 

“I find it very disappointing now 
there’s a further delay on this project,” 
said commissioner Nigel Denyer. “It’s 
been four years since we went to ref-

erendum to get funding for this proj-
ect and nothing much has happened 
visibly in that four years. In fact, the 
only things that have happened have 
been projects led by Partners Creat-
ing Pathways.”

Commissioner Shellie Barrett 
asked if it’s usual for such informa-
tion to arise so late in the process.

“Usually it doesn’t,” Davidson 
replied. “Usually it doesn’t come up 
right as you’re about to go to tender. 
Typically this would be addressed 
way back before any level of design 
would be undertaken, so someone 
would look at the area and say what 
are the potential concerns . . . All 
those things would be documented 
on the phase, scheduled and then 
addressed so they wouldn’t interrupt 
execution of the design construc-
tion.”

With their current major project 
delayed, transportation commis-
sioners agreed they will have to hold 
back on scheduling another borrow-

ing referendum, which they intended 
to time with the Oct. 20 election in 
order to start work on Ganges Hill. 
That referendum may take place next 
spring instead.

The commission has meanwhile 
seen little progress in its attempt to 
get part of the Ganges Hill work fund-
ed by CRD Regional Parks. SSITC 
chair Robin Williams has gone to the 
regional parks committee to request 
funding as the section is part of the 
route identified for a CRD regional 
trail from Fulford to Vesuvius.

Regional parks staff who attended 
Monday’s meeting did not hold out 
any promise of extra funds, but stated 
they would support the transporta-
tion commission and the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure 
in taking the lead on that section as 
long as it conformed to the overall 
concept.

The Partners Creating Pathways 
group will be building another sec-
tion of the regional trail route on 

Lower Ganges Road between Booth 
Canal and Central. The commission 
voted Monday to transfer $40,000 
from its reserves to fund the engi-
neering design.

PCP received a $100,000 Shaw 
grant from the Salt Spring Founda-
tion that will cover construction work 
from Booth Canal to Baker Road. Salt 
Spring electoral area director Wayne 
McIntyre announced the CRD will 
commit up to $200,000 of Commu-
nity Works Fund monies to continue 
the pathway to the Central intersec-
tion. The path will be tendered and 
constructed as one project. 

In other business Monday, trans-
portation commissioners agreed to 
sign off on the 2018-19 transit budget 
and the 2019-22 transit expansion 
plan. 

A special celebration of 10 years of 
bus service on Salt Spring is sched-
uled for Friday, May 11 with Trans-
portation Minister Claire Trevena in 
attendance. 
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Undue
mayhem
S

mooth sailing can’t 
always be guaranteed 
with the world’s largest 
ferry system.

But the chaos that has reigned for Gulf Islands 
ferry travellers for the past two weeks has made 
for an unduly choppy voyage for many. It’s hard 
to believe that temporarily replacing one vessel 
with a 112-car capacity from its route has been so 
diffi cult to manage. 

Since the Queen of Cumberland was taken 
out of service after an April 18 training exercise 
incident led to the vessel needing repairs, BC Fer-
ries has cobbled together a replacement service 
that has used the Skeena Queen, Bowen Queen 
and Salish Eagle. As of this week, the augmenting 
vessels will be Mayne and Skeena queens and the 
Salish Eagle and Raven.

Some schedule changes have also been required. 
Pender resident Andrew Cameron is one of the 

travellers questioning the 
plan BC Ferries put in 
place, as outlined in a let-
ter to the Driftwood and 
BC Ferries published on 
page 8. His observations 
on how some of the sail-
ings could be improved 
make sense. 

But the most troubling 
aspect of the situation has been garbled com-
munications. Trusting the posted online schedule 
has been diffi cult, with some travellers reporting 
sailings taking place that were not scheduled, 
while other expected sailings did not occur. This 
situation underscores how a website redesign for 
BC Ferries is long overdue, as altered schedules 
and service notices are diffi cult to locate and 
decipher in an already confusing mix. 

It seems as if the best one can do these days is 
arrive at a terminal and hope a ferry will eventu-
ally reach the desired destination. That is not, 
however, good enough for a world-class transpor-
tation service.

We have sympathy for those at BC Ferries try-
ing to make the most of a bad situation, but feel 
worse for islanders and visitors trying to get to 
where they need to go.  

One thing’s for certain: Until the Queen of 
Cumberland is back in service, ferry travellers 
should be wary and wise. Check the online sched-
ule and service notices, or better yet, phone BC 
Ferries to get the most up-to-date sailing infor-
mation.  

Speculation tax unfair for ex-pats
While in the process of writing this letter, I learned that the 

Gulf Islands would be exempt from the B.C. government’s pro-
posed “speculation tax.” 

This means I will not be affected by the tax at this time. How-
ever, it doesn’t change the fact that I could be affected if I choose 
to buy a home in Vancouver or Victoria at some future time. So, 
I will fi nish my letter on behalf of others, like me.

My wife and I are both Canadian citizens. I was born in New 
Westminster, B.C. and she in Saskatoon. We grew up in Burnaby 
and met at Burnaby South High School. Following high school, 
I worked as a musician at The Cave Supper Club and played 
many CBC radio and television shows in order to raise money to 
study music at the University of Southern California.

My wife, Caroline, received her nursing degree from Vancou-
ver General Hospital and went on to get her nursing administra-
tion degree from the University of Western Ontario.

After receiving our bachelors degrees, we married and 
began our life together in Los Angeles where I continued my 
studies and began to realize my dream of playing on movie 
soundtracks, with a small concert career on the side.

At the time, the U.S. would not recognize dual citizenship, 
and we refused to renounce our Canadian citizenship solely 
for the right to vote. We stayed on green cards for some 35 
years until the U.S. recognized dual citizenship, at which time 
we became dual citizens.

Our dream was always to be able to return to Canada some-
day, and as a result we purchased a home on Salt Spring Island 
in the ‘80s. Eight years ago, we knocked down the existing struc-
ture and built a very green, rammed-earth home in its place.

Our goal is to spend five months a year there, and seven 
months in Los Angeles. We spend three months in the summer, 
and then make other two-week trips throughout the year. This is 
our Canadian home and it is not possible to rent it out and still 
come and go as we desire. 

We’re already being penalized for not spending more than six 
months a year there, by having to pay higher property taxes and 
not qualifying for medical care. We can’t even ride the ferries as 
seniors.

All of our income was made in the U.S. and we are spending 
close to half of that income in Canada on our mortgage, home-
owners insurance, property taxes, car insurance on two cars, 
utilities and living expenses.

Some years ago, I suffered a career-ending injury to my wrist. 
We are now on a fi xed income consisting of a pension, social 
security and an ever-dwindling royalty stream. Our Canadian 
income consists of a combined monthly Canada pension of 
$161.33. Therefore, as you might imagine, we are already strug-
gling to maintain this dream of being able to spend half of our 
time in our homeland. If we were to become subject to this tax, 
we would no longer be able to live in Canada, which seems coun-
terproductive.

I understand that there is a need to stop foreign speculators 
from infl ating the price of housing and limiting the supply. But, 
there must be a way to adjudicate cases like ours. I’m sure we’re 
not the only Canadians who want to be able to retain their roots 
and support their home country.

The writer lives part-time on Salt Spring Island.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Ralph Grierson

THE ISSUE:
Gulf Islands ferry 
chaos

WE SAY:
Problem solving 
could be better
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Does Ganges need a 
village plan?
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PHIL DOYLE
I’m going up north to Alaska 
in my powerboat, so sav-
ing money on gas could be 
diffi cult.

TED CRONMILLER
Ride a bicycle, my whole 
family does it.

DEBBIE CADE
I’m not doing anything. I’m 
just expecting to carry on 
and pay more.

HAZEL APPAQAQ
I don’t drive, so my way of 
saving money on fuel is 
hitchhiking.

CHRIS DUESTERDIEK
I wasn’t planning on doing 
anything to save money on 
gas. I won’t go to Saturna 
Island to buy fuel, I heard it 
was $1.74 per litre there.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: What are 
you doing to save 
money on gas?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “I have been renting since I was 17. I 
have never had a problem until now.”

CHELSEA JONES, ISLANDER LOOKING FOR A FAMILY HOME TO RENT

Island care 
appreciated

I would like to publicly 
acknowledge the wonder-
ful care of the staff at Lady 
Minto Hospital during a 
stay in recent weeks.

I am a longtime Salt 
Spring Island visitor since 
1972, resident since 1995 
and three years ago moved 
back to Toronto due to 
family reasons. 

There is so much I miss 
about the island and, as 
luck would have it, through 
a bad accident on stairs 
while visiting, I  found 
myself in Lady Minto, after 
surgery in Duncan. There, 
I found all of what I was 
missing. Not only attentive 
medical care daily from 
doctors, nurses and other 
staff, but the community 

support and friendly atti-
tudes. 

Friends came to the hos-
pital asking what they could 
do to help, numerous cof-
fees from TJs were shared 
and hot cross buns from 
every bakery, and finally 
practical clothes from our 
local thrift stores! 

People offered rides, 
wheelchair pushes, meals, 
books galore and friend-
ship. Lady Minto and the 
community have much to 
be proud of. They certainly 
made this transplanted Salt 
Spring Islander a happier 
person, albeit with a huge 
air boot on my left leg! 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped me.

I am now back in Toronto 
and asked the concierge 
in the building to give me 
some help in going up a 
rather steep wheelchair 

ramp and I was told that 
due to liability laws, he 
could not help me. Wel-
come back to Toronto. 
MARNIE KEITH MURRAY,
T O R O N T O

Shutdown of 
STVRs
misplaced

This letter is in response to 
the April 25 “Unlawful STVRs 
must shut down” Viewpoint 
by Miles Drew.

If you are a traveller, you 
have likely stayed in an Airb-
nb. They are found world-
wide in 191 countries. Why 
are they so popular? They 
offer affordable accommo-
dation to every age group, 
featuring anything from a 
tent to a villa. They offer a 
unique, personal homestay 
that invites the guest into 

the heart of a community. 
The guests that stay in Airb-
nbs bring a thriving tourist 
economy; supporting restau-
rants, pubs, grocery stores, 
craft beer and wine indus-
tries, galleries and farmers 
markets. Given there are 140 
short-term vacation rent-
als on Salt Spring that are 
fully booked for three to 
four months in the summer, 
is this not an indicator that 
there is a need for this type of 
vacation rental?

Who operates Airbnbs? 
Due to the prohibitive land 
prices, those lucky enough 
to secure a property often 
require an extra income to 
afford their mortgage. This 
could be a young family, or 
even a retired couple with no 
additional pension . . . both 
are just trying to make ends 
meet with a single cottage. 
Not everyone running an 

Airbnb is a greedy, money-
grubbing absentee landlord. 

If Airbnbs were shut down, 
would there magically be an 
abundance of affordable, 
long-term rentals? I think 
not. Many STVRs are not 
suitable for this, being only a 
bachelor or single bedroom, 
so not big enough for a fam-
ily. Many are not winter 
proofed, so are suitable only 
for nine months of the year. 
Finally, due to changes in 
the Residential Tenancy Act, 
fixed-term leases are pro-
hibited, making it virtually 
impossible for landlords to 
get rid of problem tenants. 
While the majority of ten-
ants are decent, law-abiding 
citizens, everyone knows 
someone with a rental hor-
ror story.

So Islands Trust can shut 
down all the STVRs; take 
away the livelihood from 

the little guys; kill a thriving 
secondary economy on Salt 
Spring Island and still not 
have addressed the shortage 
of affordable housing. Why 
doesn’t the Islands Trust put 
their energy into working 
with PARC and fast-tracking 
projects like the Dragon-
fly Commons, where there 
would definitely be more 
affordable housing?

The affordable housing 
crisis is a national prob-
lem. Why does the federal 
government not step up to 
the plate and inject some 
much-needed fi nances into 
building the needed accom-
modations? It should not be 
the responsibility of the pri-
vate land owners to fi x this 
problem.
SABRINA AVEN,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

MORE LETTERS continued on  9

“Well, I renewed my driver’s licence, but I 
just barely passed the eye exam. I guess 

I need new glasses.” So said an 85-year-old guy I 
keep in touch with by email. 

AGING with GRACE: Shortsighted?  

by 
HELEN HINCHLIFF

We  w e r e 
once on inti-
mate terms, 
so I  didn’t 

pull any punches in my reply. 
“Don’t you have an annual eye 
exam? I’m amazed you didn’t 
have your ducks in a row before 
going!” 

In this case, “going” meant 
driving all the way from San 
Diego, Calif. to El Paso, Texas 
to renew his driver’s licence. 
That’s sort of like living in 
Vancouver but hop skipping 
it over the Rockies to Calgary. 
And since he has to renew his 
licence again in two years, I 
foresee a dicey trip if he can’t 
see. 

Why El Paso? If you’re up on 
American geography, then you 
know it’s the fi rst community 
in west Texas to offer drivers’ 
exams and vehicle registration. 
How Texas fi ts into the equa-
tion requires a fairy tale com-

plete with some heavy-handed 
pixie dust. 

Once upon a time, some 
enterprising soul in Livingston, 
Texas created an outfit called 
“Escapees.” For a fee, they pro-
vide a permanent street address 
where your mail can be sent and 
then they forward it to wherever 
you happen to be. The idea is 
you’ve sold your home and are 
now travelling around in your 
recreational vehicle. You need 
a fi xed address, so you get this 
fi ctitious one in Livingston. 

But my fi rst husband settled 
himself somewhere in greater 
San Diego some 15 or 20 years 
ago, so why is he going through 
this rigmarole? That’s easy: 
he thinks he’s saving money 
because income tax and auto-
mobile registration rates are 
lower in Texas than in California.

The first time I heard about 
this cockamamie scheme, I 
kicked dirt all over it. How could 

you earn a PhD and not real-
ize this is the stupidest idea a 
retiree could think up? Isn’t it 
obvious the surest path to los-
ing your driver’s licence sooner 
rather than later is to have to 
drive 1,500 miles round trip 
to get it? And if you lose your 
licence, how are you going to 
drive each day to where you’ve 
got your boat tied up? And 
what about housing? That rec-
reational vehicle you’re living 
in, nice and roomy as it is, is 
also registered in Texas. And 
what happens when the State of 
California catches up with you? 
Haven’t you ever heard of back 
taxes plus interest?

Well, now you know, in part, 
why I’m here and he’s there! 

Now let’s take a look at that 
little vision problem that threat-
ens to topple his whole lifestyle. 
When I asked about annual eye 
exams, he replied, “I’m going to 
have to talk to my eye doctor 
about these eye exams. Maybe I 
need special glasses for driving 
tests. I am beginning to have 
problems making out some 

street name signs.”
Aha! I diagnosed his problem 

in a flash. “You probably have 
cataracts,” I shot back.

“My eye doctor says I do have 
cataracts,” he replied, “and has 
suggested removing them, but I 
don’t know what that entails. I’m 
a little antsy about having my 
eyes operated on.” 

So dutiful ex-wife that I am, 
I outlined by return email the 
whole procedure. And then he 
comes back with the kicker, “But 
I don’t have anybody to drive 
me home.”

I divorced this guy in 1976, 
but for one mad millisecond I 
actually thought maybe I should 
go down there and drive him 
back from cataract surgery. But 
I got a grip and limited myself 
to looking up seniors’ driver 
programs and creating a list of 
potential home care aides.

Whew! 
But this whole episode got 

me to thinking about you and 
me. How many of us have 
annual eye exams? How many 
of us are antsy about getting our 

cataracts removed? How many 
of us know that, if we have no 
one to drive us, we can rely on 
the driver program at the Salt 
Spring Seniors Services Soci-
ety? 

“Who’s us, Kemo Sabe?” I hear 
Tonto asking yet again. And he’s 
right! I know the answers to all 
these questions with respect 
to myself, so I’m talking to you. 
I also wonder if you realize 
the Seniors Services Society is 
struggling to fi nd enough vol-
unteers to keep on trucking. 

And now for the kicker: did 
you know that Cornerstone 
Driving School might become 
history? It’s a service on which 
many seniors have relied to 
brush up on their driving skills 
before taking a driving test. 
Owners Lorne and Shirley Bun-
yan are retiring and if nobody 
takes this driving school over 
it will fade away just like the 
Lions Club travel assistance for 
those in wheelchairs did last 
year. 

Sometimes I worry half this 
island is shortsighted.
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

• Island wide 
residential 

pickup service

• $4.50 per bag; 
weekly or 
bi-weekly

• Convenient 
and 

hassle free250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

Creating 
Meaningful 
Change

Anxiety & Depression
Relationships   
Grief & Loss
LGBTQIA & their Allies
Aging & Transitions
Personal Growth & Wellbeing     
Self Acceptance & CompassionSelf Acceptance & Compassion
Feeling & Managing Emotion

w w w . m o n i q u e s i l v e r m a n . c o m

Tel. 250-537-1067

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•  Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
•  Authorized Warranty Technician 
•  Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
•  Licensed Refrigeration
•  Fully Insured & Security Screened
•  Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SPRING & SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to 
stereos, tune up parts to mag wheel socket sets, pickup 
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Michael Byron Electric
Licensed & Bonded

Reg. #38235

Michael Byron
Owner/Operator
mbyron33@gmail.com

TEL: 250.537.6229
FAX: 250.537.8967

Ferries shows ludicrous lack of logic
By Andrew CAmeron

On Wednesday, April 25, I needed to 
make a day trip from Pender Island into 
Victoria. Several days earlier a mishap 
during a training exercise resulted in the 
Queen of Cumberland being removed 
from service until at least April 30. The 
replacement vessel for the trip from 
Otter Bay to Swartz Bay in the morn-
ing was a direct, non-stop voyage, and 
I appreciated the extra menu options 
the Salish Eagle offered for breakfast, so 
no complaints there (though I’m sure 
people trying to travel between the Gulf 
Islands and the mainland these days are 
not very happy).

My return home in the evening, how-
ever, has me stunned with disbelief at 
how poorly thought-out the alternate 
schedule is. I arrived at the Swartz Bay 
terminal ticket booth at 6:55 p.m. and 
was told that they would try to get me 
onto the 7 p.m. sailing. Sure enough, a 
few minutes later, after all the Salt Spring 
Island-bound vehicles were loaded 
onto the Skeena Queen, all the Pender 
Island-bound vehicles were also direct-
ed aboard, and we departed only a few 
minutes late. At Fulford Harbour, Salt 
Spring Island vehicles disembarked and 
one lane of traffic bound for Swartz Bay 
was loaded. We then set off for Otter 
Bay. According to the temporary sched-
ule posted on the BC Ferries website, we 
were supposed to arrive at Otter Bay at 
8:30 p.m. 

In the meantime, the Bowen Queen 
departed Swartz Bay on its scheduled 
7:55 p.m. sailing direct to Pender Island, 
where it was due to arrive at 8:35 p.m. 
That the two ferries were scheduled 
to arrive at the same port five minutes 
apart is bewildering.  Anyone seeing this 
would give their head a shake at how BC 
Ferries thought this was remotely pos-
sible given that the Otter Bay terminal 
only has a single berth. 

Since the Skeena Queen was sched-
uled to arrive earliest, I expected that we 

would dock there on schedule and 
quickly unload so that the berth could 
be opened up for the Bowen Queen as 
quickly as possible. I was shocked, there-
fore, when I saw that the Bowen Queen 
was instead allowed to berth at Otter 
Bay first.

While the fortunate passengers on 
the Bowen Queen unloaded after their 
40-minute direct sailing from Swartz 
Bay, we on the Skeena Queen watched 
with incredulity while hovering in 
the vicinity waiting for our chance to 
go ashore. Not only did the Bowen 
Queen unload, but judging from the 
nearly empty waiting area at the ter-
minal, they also took the time to load 
Swartz Bay-bound traffic, even though 
that vessel would be going to Galiano 
Island first, whereas the Skeena Queen, 
with lots of empty space, would be 
heading directly to Swartz Bay after we 
disembarked. 

When the Bowen Queen got out of 
the way we finally docked at 8:50 p.m., 
20 minutes late, and fully an hour and 
50 minutes after our scheduled depar-
ture from Swartz Bay. 

Those passengers travelling from 
Salt Spring Island to Swartz Bay were 
not only delayed by the added detour to 
Otter Bay, but also by an additional 20 
minutes wasted waiting for the Bowen 
Queen to get out of the way. How is it 
that BC Ferries thinks anything about 
this arrangement is in any way prac-
tical or fair to their customers? The 
lack of common sense governing this 
operation makes one wonder if anyone 
there bothers to actually think things 
through.

As I see it, there are two simple 
options for making this alternative 
scheduling arrangement better.

1) Ensure that the Skeena Queen gets 

priority at the Otter Bay terminal for its 
scheduled 8:30 p.m. arrival time so that 
the passengers that left Swartz Bay ear-
liest at least arrive at their destination 
before their later-departing cohorts, 
and so that passengers travelling from 
Fulford Harbour to Swartz Bay are not 
needlessly delayed any longer than 
necessary. As a bonus, travellers head-
ing from Pender Island to Swartz Bay 
at that time would take the direct sail-
ing on the Skeena Queen instead of 
being forced to go via Sturdies Bay on 
the Bowen Queen. The time taken to 
load those few vehicles onto the Skee-
na Queen would be recouped by the 
Bowen Queen subsequently having a 
quicker turn-around because it would 
only be unloading at Otter Bay.

Or, 2) Change the routing of the Skeena 
Queen’s 7 p.m. sailing from Swartz Bay so 
that it proceeds to Otter Bay first, arriving 
at a time when there is no competition for 
the berth by other vessels. After quickly 
unloading, it can then proceed to Ful-
ford Harbour where the Salt Spring Island-
bound passengers will arrive a little later 
than usual, but because the turn-around 
time at Otter Bay would be faster without 
loading new traffic, that delay would be 
minimized. The final sailing from Fulford 
Harbour would likewise depart a bit later 
than it currently does, but because of the 
greater efficiency overall, those passengers 
would arrive at Swartz Bay considerably 
earlier than the poor sods who were on 
tonight’s voyage.

I have been baffled by many deci-
sions that BC Ferries has made over the 
decades that I have been using the servic-
es. So, I must admit that while dismayed, 
I am not altogether surprised at this latest 
display of incompetence. I hope that my 
suggestions will be taken into consider-
ation so that travellers on the remaining 
days of this current service disruption will 
be less inconvenienced.

The writer is a Pender Island resident. 

Roses
A huge thank you to the Legion, especially Fran and Lee and 

all the folks who helped organize the Back to Black Snooker 
Tournament as a memorial to Arthur Black and a fundraiser. 
The money raised will go to the island’s wildlife centre, one of 
Art’s favourite island charities. It was a lovely tribute and his 
family is very grateful. But he would have wished he could be 
there. Lynne Raymond

Copious roses for all islanders: I arrived in December with 
a broken heart, a broken fiddle, and broke. Now I return to 
Montréal repaired, revitalized, and reinvigorated! Thanks for 
your support of my Bach-breaking labours in front of Barb’s, 
and for kind conveyance to and from that sacred spot. Particu-
larly sweet-smelling roses to the Mad Luthier Illtyd Perkins, for 
brilliantly improvised fiddle repair, and his lovely Joanne; Dr. 
Malgosia Mann, for minimally invasive heart repair; Dr. Doug 
Wahlsten, for enjoyable brokeness repair. Also to dear Col and 
Sof at Heyday Farm for taking me in when I most needed it; 
the indefatigable Harry Burton; George and Flo Laundry; Ted 
Akerman, for firewood on credit and cowboy poetry; sweet 
Gavin and Lyra; and T and J (and, bien sûr, their beans!) Good 
luck with the banjo busker brigade. I’ll be back soon!

I would like to thank my new friend Lori with a beautiful 
long-stemmed rose for her kind and generous aid when I fell 
on Rainbow Road. Many thanks, Lori, from Elva.

We want to express our gratitude to the organizations and 
businesses that supported Made On Salt Spring with funding 
and donations of goods and services. Thank you to the Salt 
Spring Arts Council, Southern Gulf Islands Tourism, many 

island businesses, and the artisans that travelled to Heritage 
Hall in Vancouver to show the best of Salt Spring. We couldn’t 
have done it without them. It’s an honour to live in such a gen-
erous and creative community. Alvaro Sánchez and Cheyenne 
Goh, organizers

A large bouquet of old-fashioned, red, fragrant roses to the 
gentleman who not only did not yell at me for blocking his way 
out of Slegg’s lumber yard, but got out of his truck and helped 
me locate and load a roll of heavy fencing into my truck. With 
gratitude, Sharon Hawke

Just over a week ago, we hosted the Salt Spring Folk Club’s 
19th-annual Gumboot Gala. Lots of fun! Lots of happy people! 
In fact, we were so happy and exhausted that we forgot one of 
our most important hosting duties: thanking the volunteers. 
More than a duty, it’s a deep pleasure to express our grateful-
ness. They’re wonderful community-minded people and, 
without their volunteer efforts, the folk club could not func-
tion. So a huge bouquet of roses and thank you goes from us 
to Vera Algoet, Ross Atkinson, Ted Bartrim, Rob Burns, Chris 
Caleb, Leslie Corry, Mary Lou Cuddy, Greg Duckett, Trish 
Faurot, May Henderson, Kathleen Horsdal, Kim Hunter, Leon 
Joseph, Susanna Kong, Lorraine Lowry, Will Mayhew, Dia-
nette Mayhew, Jim McGuckin, Terry Nelson, Elizabeth Pataky, 
Heather Robertson, Gord Ross, Janice  Shields, Jeremy Watson, 
Jean and Derek Wilkinson, and John Herbert, and to this year’s 
singers and musicians: Bruce Everett, Edgar Hann, John Gogo, 
Claire Lawrence, Daniel Lapp, Derrick Milton, Susan Cogan, 
Nicky Mackenzie, Kathy Stack, Marilyn Walker and Kevin 
Wilkie, and to our colleagues on the board: Ron Ateah, Harry 
Burton, Ken Lunn, Trish Nobile and Harry Warner. Bill Hender-
son and Valdy 

Rants and Roses

INDEPtH
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

Beat the drought!
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

Call today for local distributor
1-800-661-4473

offi ce@premierplastics.com

Find the Right Plastic Tank 
for your Needs!

www.premierplastics.com

Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND
PH: 
250.537.2023
TOW TRUCK 24 HR.
250.537.7749

BLAINE JOHNSON
CELL:  250.537.6607

#1-156 Alders Ave. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2K5

25th Anniversary Sale
at 

GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING

     25%
Sale runs the month of May. Upstairs at suite #3203 Grace Pt. Sq.

250-537-1299 or gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
open Monday-Friday 10-4 pm or by appointment

home consultations also available.

off hundreds of wood frames
in custom and standard sizes

run until 
may 16

run 
may 23

run 
may 30

Only 1 week left!
GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING

     25%
Sale runs the month of May. Upstairs at suite #3203 Grace Pt. Sq.

250-537-1299 or gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
open Monday-Friday 10-4 pm or by appointment

home consultations also available.

off hundreds of wood frames
in custom and standard sizes

Only 2 days left!
GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING

     25%
Sale runs the month of May. Upstairs at suite #3203 Grace Pt. Sq.

250-537-1299 or gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
open Monday-Friday 10-4 pm or by appointment

home consultations also available.

off hundreds of wood frames
in custom and standard sizes

Trustee responds to housing demands
By PETER GROVE

I have been under increasing pressure 
recently to “do something about the lack 
of affordable housing on Salt Spring.” It is 
a matter I take very seriously and keeps me 
awake at night. I wish there were an easy fix.

First of all it is important to understand 
that the supply of affordable housing is a 
provincial matter. The premier has made 
announcements recently on the prov-
ince’s role and how they are addressing the 
issue. MLA Adam Olsen also spoke on the 
subject, acknowledging the government’s 
responsibility, noting that it has set up a 
rental housing task force of which he is a 
member. Among other things they will be 
looking at recent changes to the rental act, 
implemented to assist renters, but which 
have made it less attractive to be a land-
lord, with negative consequences to the 
supply of rental properties and possibly 
an increase in the proliferation of Airbnbs. 
I am hopeful that we will see a solution to 
that particular problem.

While the province and the CRD deal 
with the development of affordable hous-
ing on Salt Spring Island, the Trust deals 
with zoning and land use. The current Local 
Trust Committee has been very receptive to 
CRD plans and to those of individual land 
owners who wish to develop affordable 
housing. It is important to understand that 
the Trust is not in the position to develop 
or manage such housing and must rely on 
the CRD and/or the private sector for such 
development. Bear in mind that most land 
on Salt Spring is privately owned and so our 
community is largely dependent on indi-
viduals stepping forward making their land 
available, as Fernando and Tami dos Santos 
have done so admirably with their Drag-
onfly project. The CRD has been actively 
supporting and financing projects such as 
Drake Road, Croftonbrook and the Cedars.

The good news is that there are currently 
over 200 units of affordable housing at vari-
ous stages of development on our island. 
Progress is slow as each deals with its own 
particular needs, but they are nevertheless 
moving ahead. The issues which provide 
challenges for such developments include 

potable water availability, the building 
code, Island Health (particularly regarding 
the use of rainwater catchment in multi-
residential developments), First Nations 
interests, funding, available land and some 
aspects of the OCP. I am hopeful that the 
province will amend its regulations to make 
it easier for multi- residential developments 
to use rainwater catchment for drinking 
water, but this will take time. 

The OCP has not been reviewed for some 
10 years and it is high time it was updated 
to reflect current realities regarding climate 
change and community needs. It should 
also reflect the community’s position 
regarding B&Bs and STVRs, including, pos-
sibly, the requirement for licensing of those 
activities so that they can be monitored.

But none of this deals with the imme-
diate needs of those who cannot find an 
affordable home. From the teacher recent-
ly employed by the school board who is 
couch surfing to the bus driver who is living 
in her car. What is being done?

The Trust’s bylaw enforcement officers 
are dealing with, what appears to be, the 
proliferation of short-term vacation rentals, 
which are not legal on Salt Spring and which 
may very well be affecting the availability 
of rental housing. While B&Bs are legal in 
most areas, as a home-based business, 
using bedrooms within the main house or 
a legal cottage, the rules are clear that they 
are to be used for sleeping purposes only 
and that no kitchens may be provided. 
When those rules are not adhered to they 
become STVRs. Although not necessar-
ily always the case, such accommodation 
could be used for long-term rentals. The 
bylaw enforcement department is pres-
ently dealing with some 20 open files and 
that number will be increasing significantly 
in the near future since they are taking a 
more proactive approach. This may indeed 
help the supply of affordable housing.

Suites are now legal over more than half 
the island, including ALR lands and the 

pilot project implemented by LTC some 
years ago. I am hopeful that this will be 
expanded to include the entire island, with 
some restrictions in watersheds and areas 
known to have water issues.

LTC has, on its top priority list, the legal-
ization of seasonal cottages for long-term 
rentals. While this brings with it a number 
of challenges, it could certainly go some 
way to easing the housing crisis. I am hope-
ful that we will be able to move ahead with 
this matter before the end of our current 
term, and we are pressuring staff to make 
it so.

Many of the letters we receive are criti-
cal of what appears to be a heavy-handed 
approach by bylaw enforcement officers 
dealing with illegal housing on the island. 
However, bylaw enforcement officers 
must respond to complaints made. They 
do not simply turn tenants out onto the 
street as has been suggested. In fact, they 
typically work with landlords by providing 
them with options to making their accom-
modations legal. Clearly, where issues of 
health or safety are concerned, action 
must be taken.

To conclude, the current situation is not 
acceptable. Affordable housing is a right 
for all Canadians. Here on Salt Spring the 
shortage is having a devastating effect on 
many islanders and businesses which can-
not attract staff if there is no housing. It 
affects us all. It is up to all levels of govern-
ment to do what they can to improve the 
situation. It is also up to each and every 
one of us who are fortunate to have roofs 
over our heads to help where we can, by 
making suites, cottages and houses we are 
not using available to those in need. We 
are all responsible for the wellbeing of our 
community.

Of one thing you can be sure, your Local 
Trust Committee is highly aware of the 
crisis and is doing all it can, in its limited 
capacity, to help improve the situation.

The writer is an elected member of the 
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee. The 
above comments were read at the April 
19 LTC meeting. 

Ditches too 
deep

I am so angry that Main-
road has decapitated native 
and invasive shrubs (leav-
ing the mess of branches for 
seniors like me to clean up) 
so drastically this spring, 
and they are digging the 
ditches deeper! 

I thought the ditches are 
deep enough along North 
Beach Road.

However, this clearing 
of bushes, though messy, 
exposed two trillium clumps 
and also exposed a lot of 
doggie poop (collected in 
green plastic bags that do 
not compose) thrown into 
the bushes and becoming 
an eye-sore.

So, armed with my grab-
ber gadget, l tried to retrieve 
these bags to put into my 
garbage bin. However, once 
l got into the ditch l couldn’t 
get out of the trap. 

The ditch is too deep for 
seniors!
LING WESTON,
N O R T H  B E A C H  R O A D

No pipeline
I have a huge concern 

around the possibility of Jus-
tin Trudeau and the federal 
government using Canadian 
taxpayers’ money to bail out 
Kinder Morgan. 

First and foremost I fail to 
understand how our prime 
minister can talk about respect 
and restitution and yet is push-
ing this project, which lacks 
the support of most of the First 
Nations along the pipeline and 
tanker route.

The Trans Mountain proj-
ect does not make commer-
cial or economic sense and 
investor interest is waning, so 
why would our government 
be backing it? Noted econo-
mist Robyn Allan says Kinder 
Morgan couldn’t raise debt or 
equity in the U.S. markets so 
now KM Canada has arranged 
$5.5-billion loans from Canadi-
an banks, but need $2 billion to 
do that. In comes the Canadian 
government ready to donate 
the $2 billion and save the day! 
I wonder what they are saving 
and who they are saving it for? 
Certainly not for the good of 
our planet.

This project is an environ-
mental disaster waiting to hap-

pen and if it does our coast will 
never recover. Dilbit spills can-
not be cleaned up. The tank 
farm in an upscale Burnaby 
subdivision and SFU could be 
in huge danger if a pipe burst, 
and if that happens there is as 
well the possibility of fire and 
the inability to evacuate the 
area.

Please, Mr. Trudeau, think 
this over carefully and say no to 
Kinder Morgan. No bail out, no 
more pipeline and no tankers 
on our coast.
JO-ANNA LOGAN,
S A l T  S p R i N g

Earth Day 
highlights 

A big sunny thank you to 
everyone who participated in 
this year‘s Earth Day celebra-
tion in Centennial Park on Sun-
day, April 22.

The intention around Earth 
Day is to bring people together 
to show gratitude for the planet, 
celebrate diversity and to hon-
our those who work year round 
to make our community a bet-
ter place. 

Our celebration in Centenni-
al Park is an annual grassroots 
free community event orga-

nized by volunteers and made 
possible by the generosity of the 
community. The list of business 
sponsors and individuals who 
helped in one way or another to 
make this event possible is too 
big to mention everyone, so a 
big “thank you Salt Spring” will 
have to suffice. 

As everyone who was there 
knows, it was a delightful com-
munity event enjoyed by kids 
and adults alike. Some of the 
highlights for me were hear-
ing Fred Hweimtun Roland 
(Hul’q’umi’num Nation) speak 
about the role of drums in First 
Nation tradition, local super-
stars SALT rocking the main-
stage, the mandala making 
and all the games set up on the 
grass for people to enjoy. The 
Earth Hero Awards assembled 
by Transition Salt Spring are 
another highlight of the day. 
But there are so many more!

This year’s event was orga-
nized by Elizabeth FitzZaland, 
Dennis Lucarelli, Eric Gordon, 
Johanna Peters and myself, 
Alex Lyons. We would welcome 
more volunteer support in the 
years to come. Email earthday-
centennialpark@gmail.com if 
you would like to join our team. 
ALEx LyONS,
C u D m O R E  R O A D

InREsponsE

MorE lEttErs 
continued from 7
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FRESH WATER STORAGE TANKS 

166 RAINBOW ROAD  • 250-537-5564
www.windsorssi.com  •  general@windsorssi.com

Now open 7 days a week. Mon - Fri  6:30 - 5:30, Saturdays 8 am to 5:30, Sundays & holidays 9 am - 4 pm

Home Water Storage is an important measure 
in preparing for emergency situations.

Plan, Prepare
Be Aware

AvAilAble in 
blAck or green.

Windsor Plywood
Just like your home, your insurance coverage needs a strong foundation.

Just like your home, your insurance coverage needs a strong foundation.

Suite 1103 - 115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., SSI, BC V8K 2T9  
PH: 250-537-5527  •  FAX: 250-537-9700  •  seafi rstinsurance.com 

How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY.

3rd ANNUAL SALT SPRING ISLAND EMERGENCY FAIR • May 5, 10-2PM at the Farmers’ Institute
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2nd Annual Salt Spring Island

DOOR PRIZES  •  BOOTHS  •  DEMONSTRATIONS  •  INFORMATION
“Engaging Community in Disaster Resilience”

• POD Program
• Emergency Social Services
• FireSmart

• Boat Safety
• Shake Out BC
• Grab ‘n Go Bags

• Adventure Smart
• Emergency kits and supplies
• AED/CPR & disaster first aid

• Power outage preparedness
• SSI Tsunami Modelling
• Invasive species

• Pet emergency care
• Water catchment
• BC Hazmat Command Vehicle & more...

Sponsored by: SSI Fire/Rescue, SSI GSAR, SSI RCM SAR, BC Emergency Health Services, SSI Emergency Program, SSI Emergency Social Services, Windsor Plywood, Mouats Trading, SSI Fire Protection, SSI Conservancy, BC Hazmat, Lions

Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas

• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from 

• Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road
• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 
250-537-5888

saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

Be Prepared 
for an Emergency

SaltspringSaltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 
250-537-5507 HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

GANGES GAS

Get more regional preparedness info 
at www.prepareyourself.ca

www.saltspringfire.com

in 9 easy steps

Emergency Preparedness Week May 6-12

Emergency 
program keeps 
on growing

ANSWER YOUR 
CALLING TO 
SERVE AND CARE

More info:
www.bcehs.ca/careers
BCASCareers@phsa.ca

1.877.577.2227

Serve your neighbours and those you love as an
Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)
• Part-time EMR’s wanted
• All training paid for
• Growth opportunities
• Serve your community
• Jump start your career

BC Emergency Health
Services is now hiring
in your area!

ANSWER YOUR 
CALLING TO 
SERVE AND CARE

BC Emergency Health 
Services is now hiring 
in your area!

More info:
www.bcehs.ca/careers
BCASCareers@phsa.ca

1.877.577.2227

Serve your neighbours and those you love as an
Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)

• Part-time EMR’s wanted
• Growth opportunities
• Serve your community
• Jump start your career

ANSWER YOUR 
CALLING TO 
SERVE AND CARE

BC Emergency Health 
Services is now hiring 
in your area!

More info:
www.bcehs.ca/careers
BCASCareers@phsa.ca

1.877.577.2227

Serve your neighbours and those you love as an
Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)

• Part-time EMR’s wanted
• Growth opportunities
• Serve your community
• Jump start your career

Ad Sponsored by Murakami Auto Collision

Prepare for 
your pets in 
an emergency

The Salt Spring Island Emergency Program (SSIEP) has continued 
to branch out with a variety of partnerships and new training in the 
past year. 

“Engaging community in disaster resilience is our motto,” said program 
coordinator Elizabeth Zook last week. 

EOC AND ESS 
Salt Spring’s Emergency Operations Centre is currently located in the 

basement of the Service BC building on Lower Ganges Road, but Zook points 
out that the venue is not seismically safe and a new location is needed.

Interestingly, during the multi-agency Salish Sea Exercise led by the Coast 
Guard and BC Ferries last October, the EOC was able to “go mobile” as it was set 
up at Ganges Fire Hall. The Emergency Social Services team was also mobile at 
the Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute site during Salish Sea Ex.

SEA CAN PROJECT 
With receipt of a grant from the Union of B.C. Municipalities, the SSIEP was 

able to buy group-lodging supplies of food, water, cots, etc., to support more 
than 60 individuals in the event of a large-scale disaster.  

But the SSIEP still needs approximately $6,000 to purchase a Sea Can to 
hold the supplies.  

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 has generously offered space on 
its Blain Road property for the Sea Can once it is acquired. Its location near 

Greenwoods, Braehaven and Lady Minto Hospital makes it an ideal spot.
Salt Spring’s emergency program receives approximately $100,000 in local 

taxpayer funding through the Capital Regional District, but must fundraise 
for purchase of some items. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POD PROGRAM 
Salt Spring’s POD program currently has 350 leaders. More people are 

always welcome to help out. Specifi c positions needing to be fi lled are POD 
relayers, who are trained to use the GMRS radios, and people with fi rst aid 
and other caregiving skills. 

“I can’t say thank you enough to the volunteers we have now,” said Hanley. 
“Without them this program would not exist.” 

COMMUNICATIONS 
A new SSIEP sub-group that has recently begun to meet will focus on 

improving communications between all the agencies during a large-scale 
disaster. 

“In the past when we were involved in Level 1 and Level 2 disasters we 
would all gather at a certain area and the area would be under the incident 
command system,” explains deputy coordinator Laurel Hanley. “It works 
really well and we all follow it and so we know how to connect. But when there 
is a large-scale disaster there is more than one incident, so you could have 
various sites where you have commanders to send information to, so we have 

to make sure people can communicate properly through whatever device we 
choose at the time.”

A few more volunteers are welcome to join the communications team. 

PUBLIC ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
People are urged to sign up for the emergency alert system through www.

crd.bc.ca/pans so they can be notifi ed in the event of a tsunami or other 
disasters that may not be immediately obvious like an earthquake.

SSIFR PHOTO

Last year’s SSI Emergency Fair. 
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OBSERVATIONS: WOODLANDS
PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY

SUSAN BENSON  |  SIBÉAL FOYLE  |  ROSALIE MATCHETT  |  JANET DWYER

May 4 – June 5
OPENING RECEPTION 
Friday May 4  |  5 - 7 PM

gallery hours: 10–5 thursday to monday

125 Churchill Rd. Salt Spring Island   
duthiegallery.com | 250-537-9606

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day”
arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment
YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Sparkfest show celebrates eighth season of Pass It On

May 8 and 9 at ArtSpring. 
“It’s a really exciting challenge,” Hum-

phreys said. “Samuel Beckett changed the 
game with works like Waiting For Godot, 
and we haven’t seen anything like this on 
Salt Spring for a while.”

As presenter ArtSpring explains in pro-
motional material: “Krapp’s Last Tape is a 
masterpiece of 20th century theatre by one 
of its legends – Samuel Beckett . . . Written in 
1958, it is perhaps Beckett’s most autobio-
graphical work, a riveting exploration of an 
artist’s life set against the inexorable march 
of time, a haunting exploration of how our 
past continues to dominate our present.”

The one-man play centres on Krapp, 
a failed writer, who records his thoughts 
and impressions of the previous year on 
tape every year on his birthday. On his 69th 
birthday he takes the occasion to review a 
40-year past, and a pivotal love affair that 
he’d largely forgotten, by listening to a tape 
he recorded 30 years previously.

As Globe and Mail theatre critic J. Kelly 
Nestruck recently wrote while reviewing 
another production, Beckett’s play is “abso-

lutely prescient about 
how the past would 
be ever-present in the 
future” in our world of 
obsessive self-docu-
mentation and social 
media. The relevance to 
modern times is all the 
more remarkable given 
that Beckett was writing 

just after personal recording technology 
became available, and certainly before it 
became commonplace.

“It’s an extraordinary play. It’s the man 
interacting with his voice recorded 30 years 
ago, and what he was like then. And the 
younger voice has just interacted with his 
voice from 10 years before that, so there’s lot 
of layers,” Humphreys said. 

Since Humphreys spends more of his 
time writing than acting these days, he pre-
fers to take on roles with some “meat” to 
them. He’s also found his theatre career has 
been marked by a few exceptional roles that 
seemed to describe and shape that period 
of his life: Hamlet in the 1990s, and later the 

architect Halvard Solness in Ibsen’s play The 
Master Builder.

“It feels like this could be one of those 
roles,” Humphreys said. “For me it’s a real 
acting challenge. I like to take on something 
that’s scary, and this is scary.”

Directing the play is Gerald Vander-
woude, who is assistant dean of UBC’s Fac-
ulty of Arts and has helmed over 30 Beckett 
productions.

“Beckett is a voyage into infinite emo-
tional space, a musical score re-played 
again and again with intricate and subtle 
variations,” Vanderwoude states in his pro-
gram notes. “It is wonderful to be able to 
bring that score to life and to provide audi-
ences with an experience of that work. I am 
also thrilled to be working alongside a long-
term collaborator in this legendary role.”

Krapp’s Last Tape will run two nights at 
ArtSpring (plus a special afternoon show 
just for GISS students) before moving on 
to other venues. The show starts at 7:30 
both nights, with a pre-show bar open 
at 6:30 and a post-show talkback session 
afterward. 

LIVE THEATRE 

Extraordinary Beckett play unfolds on ArtSpring stage 
Krapp’s Last Tape proves timeless

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring actor and author Chris Humphreys is gear-
ing up for his next show with Krapp’s Last Tape running on 

CHORAL CONCERT 

Singers share best sounds of Hollywood 
Film-genre music in 
weekend concerts

The Salt Spring Singers 
choir and director Don Con-
ley are ready to take their 
audiences to some favourite 
places with a concert that 
celebrates music from well-
loved movies. 

Hooray for Hollywood: 
Songs from the Movies runs at 
ArtSpring this Saturday, May 
5 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, 
May 6 at 2 p.m. 

The program includes 
classics such as Moon River, 
The Windmills of Your Mind, 
Somewhere My Love and 
Thanks for the Memory, 
(made famous by Bob Hope 

and Shirley Ross in The Big 
Broadcast movie of 1938). 

“Movies tell stories, evoke 
m e m o r i e s ,  a m u s e  a n d 
inform. Whether a film is a 
tear-jerking drama, an action-
packed thriller or a side-split-
ting comedy, the right song at 
the right moment will always 
elevate the impact of a scene,” 
explains promotional mate-

rial for the concert. “Songs 
from favourite films can 
sweep us back to treasured 
times and some have become 
huge hits, standing the test of 
time in popularity. Salt Spring 
Singers are pleased to present 
a glamorous evening of song 
from some beloved movies.”

Tickets  are  avai lable 
through ArtSpring. 

SWOVA mentors host 
music and more 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With the school year winding to a 
rapid close and exams coming soon-
er than anyone thinks, student men-
tors with SWOVA’s Pass It On program 
are preparing for their annual wrap-
up celebration.

Sparkfest returns to Barb’s Bakery 
and Bistro on Thursday, May 10 for 
an evening of live music, sweet treats, 
laughter and fun. Celebrity headlin-
ers are Ashleigh Ball from Hey Ocean! 
and environmentalist/singer/song-
writer Luke Wallace. Pass It On youth 
will also be contributing to the pro-
gram, which everyone in the com-
munity is invited to attend.

The event is both entertainment 
and fundraiser — last year’s Spark-
fest raised $3,000 toward the current 
school year’s programming. It’s also 
a chance for participants to reflect 
on the good work and connections 

forged during the past year. 
The program established by 

Kate Nash does this in two impor-
tant ways: by bringing together high 
school students who are willing to 
have open, group conversations 
about the tough issues in their own 
lives, and then having them mentor 

“little buddies” in middle school.
The 2017-18 program marks the 

second year that boys have been 
included under the supervision of 
David Norget, while Nash has been 
running her group for girls every year 
since 2009. (Gender categories are 
cis- trans- and non- binary inclusive). 

Having the two mentor sections join 
together for meetings each week has 
added a new and fruitful component 
to the program as a whole.

“Last year it was really fresh and 
this year it feels like we’re gelling,” 
said Pass It On student mentor Fiona 
Pirie. “It feels exciting to have a Spark-
fest when we’re really working in tan-
dem.”

The original idea behind Pass 
It On was to give students in their 
final year of middle school a high 
school confi dant so the experience 
of entering Grade 9 would be less 
intimidating the following year. The 
buddy relationships also give men-
tors the opportunity to hear about 
the problems younger students are 
facing and to offer guidance based on 
the tools they are learning from the 
adult facilitators.

As the mentors see it, Nash and 
Norget train them how to have a 
meaningful conversation, and when 
the mentors meet their little buddies, 
they can “pass on” those skills. 

Pass It On for boys is still fi nd-
ing its feet and its reputation with 
a student body that hasn’t been 
involved with the program. In its 
second year, the program opened 
up to students in grades 6 and 7 
and was successful in getting a 
new group out to participate. 

“I think moving forward the 
boys’ group will grow as more 
people learn about what it is,” said 
mentor Thomas Simmons.

As for the high school partici-
pants, they feel their time talking 
with each other is of just as much 
benefi t as the leadership they are 
offering those younger students.

“Coming to the meetings is 
really meaningful to me,” mentor 
Giselle Allen said. “It helps me go 
outside my friend zone. And hav-
ing a little buddy is meaningful 
because it’s become like a sibling 
relationship.” 

Sparkfest starts at 7 p.m. next 
Thursday and includes a silent 
auction as well as entertainment. 

PHOTO COOURTESY PASS IT ON

Pass It On program mentors, from left, Fiona Pirie, Thomas Simmons and 
Giselle Allen. 

CHRIS 
HUMPHREYS
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rtSpring
presents

Constantinople
MAY 14
7:30 pm  |  bar 6:30 pm
Adults $30 | Youth $5
Proudly sponsored by Mouat’s Clothing Co.

(250) 537.2102 | tickets@artspring.ca

www.artspring.ca

May 2
publication date

SATURDAY MAY 12  •  PITCHFORK SOCIAL 
AT BULLOCK LAKE FARM 

360 UPPER GANGES ROAD. 

TICKETS $25
7:30PM • DINNER SALES 5:30PM 

TICKETS AT: 
WWW.PITCHFORKSOCIAL.COM 

OR SALT SPRING BOOKS

autHor rEadInG 

Bold journey shared
Donna Kane reads at 
the library

By GEORGE SIPOS
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

What do we want from nature, 
anyway?

That it should forgive us for 
messing up the world, or for mess-
ing up our individual lives? That 
it should show us the way to live 
better? 

That it should ignore us and get 
on with being itself? 

Surely not that it should mere-
ly entertain us with pretty land-
scapes and splendid wildlife.

These are some of the questions 
in the background of a new book, 
Summer of the Horse, by B.C. 
author Donna Kane.

Kane found herself seven years 
ago sitting on a horse in the middle 
of the Muskwa-Kechika wilderness 
of the Northern Rockies wonder-
ing how she got there. Middle-
aged, recently divorced, knowing 
next to nothing about horses, let 
alone pack-trains in the moun-
tains, she had a lot to learn. 

As a memoir, the book takes on 
her personal journey into the wil-
derness, into the lives of horses 
and into the landscapes of a new 
relationship. 

Beyond the particularities of her 
own story, however, are deeper 
questions of just how we can go 
about changing our lives, and what 
role the natural world can play in 
that.

At the core of the book is a sum-
mer Kane had to spend after that 
initial wilderness trek back on her 
farm nursing a horse with a serious 
injury. That act of nursing and the 
dependency it created between 
herself and a non-human in need 
become metaphors in unexpect-
ed ways for the quest of the book 
overall.

Kane is a poet, arts organizer, 
environmentalist and, now, wil-
derness guide’s partner and horse-
woman who lives in the tiny com-
munity of Rolla near Dawson 
Creek.

She will be at the Salt Spring 
Library on Tuesday, May 8 starting 
at 7 p.m. to read from Summer of 
the Horse. 

ConCErt PrEVIEw 

Fusion ensemble ready to enchant island 
Montreal-based 
ensemble widely 
acclaimed 

ArtSpring will host a unique 
musical group that fuses the 
sounds of East and West in a 
concert on Monday, May 14.

A poetic encounter between 
strings and voice,  Constan-
tinople is said to effortlessly 
transport their audiences from 
the epics  of  the Mandingo 
Kingdom to the music of the 
Persian Court.

Constantinople has earned 
an international reputation for 
its unique juxtaposing of early 
musical sources with the living 
traditions of the Middle East. 

Drawing inspiration from 
East and West, the ensemble 
founded in 1998 in Montre-
al was conceived as a forum 
for creation, encounters and 
cross-ferti l ization,  explains 
ArtSpring marketing manager 
Jessica Beck. 

“ArtSpring presents a rare 
opportunity to be enchanted 
by the musical poetry of Ablaye 
Cissoko on kora and vocals, 
Kiya Tabassian on setar and 
vocals, Pierre-Yves Martel on 
viola da gamba and Patrick 
Graham on percussion,” she 
said. “Ablaye Cissoko is a West 
African Senegalese musician, 
s i n g e r  a n d  c o m p o s e r  w h o 
plays the kora with smooth-
ness, grace and intelligence, 
and sings with sincerity.” 

As messengers and peace-
makers,  Constantinople are 
said to “embody the forces 
of nature, the inexpressible 
divine and the memory of the 

ancients. They believe it falls 
to them to maintain the realm 
of the collective soul.”

La Presse in Montréal wrote 
of the group: “At the same time 
extremely poetic, inspired and 
inspiring, hypnotic.”  

Radio-Canada said the group 
created “an enchanting atmo-
sphere. A particularly beautiful 
and fabulous show.”

Over the past decade, Con-
stantinople has developed over 
35 new works and staged nearly 
132 cities in 25 countries. 

Cissoko is known for his col-
laborations with trumpeter 
Volker Goetze. One of their 

three duo albums, Sira, made 
the CMJ top-10 world music 
radio chart in January 2009.

Monday’s show begins at 7:30 
p.m. with the bar open at 6:30 
p.m. 

Cultural prize winner 
In  other  Ar tSpr ing news, 

well-known Salt Spring Island 
potter Edith Stevenson was the 
winner of ArtSpring’s first-ever 
Cultural Affair Raffle, with the 
winning ticket drawn on April 
15.  

S t e v e n s o n  w o n  a n  a l l -
expense-paid trip for two to 

Vancouver, valued at $4,760. It 
includes:

• Airfare from Ganges to down-
town Vancouver return;

• A suite at the exclusive 
L’Hermitage for three nights;

• Tickets to the May 31 Maestro 
Bramwell Tovey: A Gala Celebra-
tion at the Orpheum Theatre;

• Curated tour of the Vancou-
ver Art Gallery;

• Tickets to the June 2 Mamma 
Mia show at the Arts Club’s Stan-
ley Theatre;

• A $2,000 allowance to cover 
meals, taxis and incidentals;

• Assistance with restaurant 
reservations.

Photo bY GAil SJubErG

nEw PIano In town: ArtSpring marketing manager Jessica beck, left, and artistic/executive director 
Cicela Månsson welcome a new heitzmann piano for free public use to the Jankura lounge, where several 
community members regularly make music. the acquisition was facilitated by piano tuner Jim Anderson.

Photo bY MiChAEl SloboDiAN

Constantinople members, from left, Ablaye Cissoko, Kiya tabassian, Patrick Graham and Pierre-Yves Martel.  
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  CINEMA

• The Death of Stalin — A comedy set in Moscow, 1953: when dictator 
Joseph Stalin drops dead, his parasitic cronies square off in a frantic power 
struggle to be the next Soviet leader.
• National Theatre Live: Julius Caesar — Caesar returns in triumph to 
Rome. Alarmed by his popularity, the élite conspire to bring him down. After 
his assassination, civil war erupts on the streets. One show only: Thursday, 
May 17. 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m.  
  
  EXHIBITIONS

• Duthie Gallery presents Observations: Woodlands - paintings, drawings 
and photographs by Susan Benson, Sibeal Foyle, Rosalie Matchett and 
Janet Dwyer from May 4 to June 5. Opening reception on Friday, May 4 from 
5 to 7 p.m. Gallery open Thursdays through Mondays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Well-known folk musician David Francey holds a pop-up art show at the 
Mandala Yurt Studio at 144 Sarah Way with an opening on Tuesday, May 8 
from 5 to 8 p.m. and then on May 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Swish. Whisper. Click., a show of new works by Norma Hoeppner, is at 
Salt Spring Gallery until May 2. Charlotte Erlandsson’s show My Story is 
Long opens at the gallery with an artist’s reception from 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
May 4 and continues to May 16.
• Catherine Tam shows her artwork at the Salt Spring Public Library 
program room through May, with an art talk and reception set for Saturday, 
May 5 from 3 to 5 p.m.
• Rolando and Kisumi show ceramics and paintings through May at Kizmit 
galeria and cafe, with an opening event on Friday, May 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Open Thursdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Jeanne Lyons Exhibit: Exiles, Witnesses and Guardians, including works 
on paper using graphite and coloured pencil, shows in the ArtSpring lobby 
through May. 
• Fault Line Projects Gallery presents Graphics: a group show of works in 
the print medium. Runs through May 5.
• Gallery 8’s annual Symbolically 8 show featuring all gallery artists runs 

through May 8 at the Grace Point Square gallery.
• Venter Gallery exhibits work by Kathy Venter, Deon Venter and Wim 
Blom in its new Grace Point Square premises. 
• Vivienne Challandes shows her artwork of all-recycled materials in 
Island Savings through May. 

Wed.  May 2
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Aki and Pierre.
Classical guitar duo performs at 
All Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m., 
followed by tea and treats after 
the recital.
Vetta Presents Ludwig and 
Friends. Final Vetta concert of 
the season features the delights 
of Debussy, the melodies of 
Mendelssohn and the nobility 
of the Archduke performed by 
three of the best chamber musi-
cians in the West. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m. Check for ticket availability. 

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
Museum open at the Farmers’ 
Institute. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday through June 29.
Salt Spring Seniors Services 
Society AGM.
Annual general meeting at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 2 p.m.
Pioneers of Hospice Film.
Free film presented by Salt 
Spring Hospice at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. 7 p.m. 
Part of Hospice Month and the 
End of the Reel film series.

Thu.  May 3
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With Jesse.
Thursdays at Moby’s. 8:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Birding in Burgoyne. Peter 
McAllister leads a birding walk 
in Burgoyne Bay Park beginning 
at 6 a.m. Meet at the road, near 
the barns. Wraps up by 8 a.m.

Thu.  May 3
  ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Youth Film & Photo Exhibit 
and Open House.
Public viewing of submissions 
for Salt Spring Youth Council 
project at an open house at the 
Core Inn between 3 and 7 p.m. 
Poetry Open Mic.
Featured poet is Victoria’s 
Wendy Donawa, who has 
been published in multiple 
publications and books and is 
a contributing editor for Arc 
Poetry Magazine. Salt Spring 
Public Library. Sign-up at 6:45 
p.m. Open mic starts at 7 p.m. 
Featured poet at 7:30 p.m.

Fri.  May 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

SS Centre School presents 
Shakespeare Rocks.
Whole school play provides a 
fresh, funny and up-to-date 
look at the life and times of 
William Shakespeare. Mahon 
Hall. Show starts at 6 p.m., 
pizza concession at 5.
Rhythmo Collective. Band to 
dance to at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Our Roots Fundraising Walk.
Event supporting education 
in Ethiopian communities. 
Bus leaves in front of GISS at 
9 a.m. and takes participants 
to Southey Point. From there, 
everyone walks back to the 
school in time for a BBQ lunch. 
For those unable to walk, the by-
donation lunch begins at noon. 

Fri.  May 4
 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
St. Mary Lake Water 
Availability Assessment.
Craig Sutherland of Kerr Wood 
Leidal consulting engineers 
will give a presentation on the 
updated water model for St. 
Mary Lake using new data gath-
ered between 2015 and 2017. 
Hosted by the NSSWD at Lions 
Hall. 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Family Movie Matinee.
Kids movies shown every Friday 
in the Salt Spring Public Library 
program room except for 
statutory holidays and school-
in-session days. Today’s film is 
Hugo. 2:30 p.m. 
Observations: Woodlands.
Opening reception for show of 
paintings, drawings and photo-
graphs by Susan Benson, Sibeal 
Foyle, Rosalie Matchett and 
Janet Dwyer. Duthie Gallery. 5 
to 7 p.m.
Artist’s Reception: Charlotte 
Erlandsson.
Opening event for Charlotte 
Erlandsson show My Story is 
Long. Salt Spring Gallery. 5 to 
8 p.m.
Free Youth Swim.
Friday Night Madness at 
Rainbow Road Aquatic Centre is 
free for BC Youth Week. 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m.

Sat.  May 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

SS Centre School presents 
Shakespeare Rocks.
See Friday’s listing, except time 
is 4 p.m.
Salt Spring Singers: Hooray 
for Hollywood – Songs from 
the Movies.
Salt Spring Singers present a 
glamorous evening of song from 
some beloved movies. ArtSpring 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Double O Soul Club.
Spinning vinyl soul at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Xwaaqw’um Big Canoe 
Carving Family Activities 
Day.
Master carver Joe Martin leads 
Big Canoe Carving Project, plus 
other activities at community 
gathering at Fulford Hall. Doors 
open at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
cedar weaving from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.; salmon pi’kwun 
lunch at 12 noon; draw for raffle 
at 1 p.m.; closing words at 2 
p.m.; silent auction at 2:15 p.m.; 
Xwaaqw’um New Volunteers 
Circle at 2:30 p.m. Plus some 
all-day activities.
Third Annual Salt Spring 
Island Emergency Fair.
Booths, demos, information, 
door prizes. Farmers’ Institute. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Art Talk: Catherine Tam.
Catherine Tam will discuss tra-
ditional Chinese brush painting 
at the Salt Spring Public Library 
Program Room. 3 to 5 p.m.  

Sun.  May 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Singers: Hooray 
for Hollywood – Songs From 
the Movies.
See Saturday’s listing except 
time is 2 p.m. 
SS Centre School presents 
Shakespeare Rocks.
See Friday’s listing, except time 
is 2 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Invasive Plant Drop-off.
Bring invasive plants such as 
broom, gorse, spurge laurel 
and blackberry to Central Fire 
Hall from 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
By donation to cover chipping 
costs. 
SS Unitarian Fellowship.
Amanda Tarling asks: “What’s 
in a Name?” Salt Spring Seniors 
Centre. 10:30 a.m. Childminder 
available and visitors always 
welcome.
Spirit Point Dragons Open 
Paddle.
Try dragonboat paddling from 
the club’s location on Long 
Harbour at the bottom of 
Ontario Place. 2 to 4 p.m.

Mon.  May 7
 ACTIVITIES

Mental Health Week: Walk 
With Your Doc.
Walk With Your Doc in Portlock 
Park: fun event highlights the 
importance of exercise in main-
taining feelings of wellness. 5 
to 6 p.m. 

Tue. May 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Krapp’s Last Tape.
Chris Humphreys presents 
Samuel Beckett’s comic and 
richly engaging play. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

David Francey Pop Up Art 
Show.
Opening event from 5 to 8 
p.m. on May 8. Show on May 
9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At 
Mandala Yurt Studio at 144 
Sarah Way.
Book Launch: Donna Kane.
Donna Kane shares her literary 
memoir called Summer of the 
Horse. Salt Spring Public Library 
Program Room. 7 p.m.

Wed.  May 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Krapp’s Last Tape.
See Tuesday’s listing.

Wed.  May 9
 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Salt Spring Historical Society 
AGM & History of Ganges 
Presentation. Historical society 
AGM is at Central Hall at 2 p.m., 
with vote on revised bylaws 
required. A presentation called A 
History of Ganges and Remaining 
Old Buildings by Bob Rush will 
follow. Open to the public.
Mental Health Week: 
Introduction to Mindfulness.
Marcia Burton will provide an 
overview of the benefits of a 
mindfulness practice in main-
taining good mental health 
before leading participants in a 
meditation. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 4 to 5 p.m. 
Songwriting Workshop and 
Potluck Dinner with David 
Francey. At Tracy Harrison’s 
Mandala Yurt Studio beginning at 
4:30 p.m. Email tracy@artbyharri-
son.com to register or for more info.  
Film: For Dear Life. Part of 
End of the Reel film series for 
Hospice Month, sponsored by SS 
Hospice. SS Public Library. 7 p.m. 

To watch the previews of movies visit our website.
901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Thurs. 
May 17th 
1 Day Only   
3pm Matinee 
& 7pm 
Tickets $23

Apr. 20-22 Fri. & Sat. 
7pm  / Sun. 3pm & 7pm

 National
Theatre
 Live

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
3pm Matinee 

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

JULIUS CAESAR
*** As of June 1st Ticket Prices will increase by $1 ***

May 4th to 
8th Fri. to 
Tues. 7pm  
Sun. 3pm 
Matinee & 
7pm 1hr 47 min.

Rating: 14A

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Invasive Plant 
Drop-off Days 

Sunday, May 6th • Central Fire Hall
Saturday, May 12th • Fulford Fire Hall

10am to 4pm both days
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Salt Spring Singers perform Saturday & Sunday.

  EXHIBITIONS
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

ENVIRONMENT 

Citizen scientists needed for freshwater catalogue 

INDIGENOUS PROJECTS 

Canoe-carving day set for Fulford Hall
Xwaaqw’um group hosts all-day 
activities

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Xwaaqw’um project activity day and fun-
draiser at Fulford Hall on Saturday, May 5 will 
be the first canoe carving day held on Salt 
Spring in over 100 years. 

As project leader Joe Akerman explained, 
the canoe was roughed out in Tla-o-qui-aht 
Territory near Tofi no in a process led by mas-
ter carver Joe Martin. Martin is a member of 
the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation and has carved 
over 60 canoes in his life. The fundraiser is to 
help pay for the canoe that will be used by 
Xwaaqw’um Indigenous youth camps and 
school groups.

The canoe will be on tour this week, visit-

ing schools in the Cowichan Valley and the 
Cowichan Bay nature centre before coming 
across to Salt Spring for the event on Saturday.  

“We’re doing [the tour] to help support 
Quw’utsun (Cowichan), Hul’q’umi’num and 
Coast Salish families and community to con-
tinue and reconnect with their homelands 
at Xwaaqw’um and in the Gulf Islands,” said 
Akerman.

The event will be a family day of activities 
and fundraising. There will be a silent auction, 
raffl e, a salmon Pi’kwun lunch, cedar weaving, 
drumming and speeches. People will also be 
able to help carve the canoe. 

“On the day we’ll have some different tools 
there so somebody can get their hands on 
the canoe,” said Akerman. “This is the first 
big canoe carving since the late 1800s that 
I’m aware of. It’s a pretty important cultural 
undertaking.”

Xwaaqw’um is the name of a Quw’utsun 
village that was made up of at least five 
longhouses in the Burgoyne bay area. The 
group now hosts youth camps, gatherings, 
teaches Indigenous knowledge and is helping 
to build relationships to benefi t youth and 
future generations. 

“The ocean was the highway for Coast 
Salish people, so carving this 35-foot cedar 
dugout canoe is an important part of recon-
necting Quw’utsun and Hul’q’umi’num fam-
ilies and communities to their homelands,” 
Akerman said.

The event runs from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. at Fulford Hall. 

Complimentary bus service will run from 
Vesuvius through Ganges and stop at the hall 
for all those who are interested in attending. 
The bus will be at Vesuvius at 9:10 a.m., stop-
ping in Ganges at 9:30. 

LOCAL HISTORY 

Ganges village buildings probed at meeting
Society members to pass 
bylaws at AGM 

The Salt Spring Historical Society’s annu-
al general meeting next week will include a 
presentation on the history of Ganges and 
its remaining old buildings. 

All members are urged to attend the May 
9 meeting, which begins at 2 p.m. at Central 
Hall, in order to pass revised society bylaws. 

More information is available on the www.
saltspringarchives.com website. 

Following the AGM, Bob Rush will discuss 
the history of the development of the village 
of Ganges. Born at Lady Minto Hospital 
before WWII, Rush was raised on Salt Spring 
Island and has witnessed the changes and 
developments that have shaped Ganges 
into what it has become today. 

Using historical photographs of old build-
ings along with recent photos of the same 

structures, Rush will take people on a walk-
ing tour of the vill age then and now. Top-
ics will include the British naval ship that 
Ganges was named for, the settlement and 
expansion of Ganges since 1859, the origin 
and changes to the remaining old buildings, 
and Rush’s hypothesis that Ganges wouldn’t 
exist in its present form if current regula-
tions had been in effect “back then.” 

The presentation is the last of this year’s 
public series until September. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM 

Water Preservation Society volunteer Usha Rautenbach promotes the 
group’s water catalogue project at the recent Earth Day Festival. 

All ages and skill levels 
welcome to collect data

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Island Water Pres-
ervation Society is looking for vol-
unteers to join its new freshwater 
catalogue project. 

The goal of the project is to even-
tually gain a holistic view of fresh-
water resources on the island by 
enlisting citizen scientists to gather 
data in the fi eld about the various 
watersheds.

John Millson, a geologist and 
board director for the society, said 
that while the scope of the project is 
ambitious, “I like to think that if we 
get going and if we get the right peo-
ple, support and volunteer groups, 
then we will just expand.”

Participating volunteers do not 
need to have a scientifi c background 
since the society will provide any 
training necessary. They are looking 
for people who are willing to col-
lect data while on their daily walks, 
and who can report their data to 
help build a picture of fresh water 
on Salt Spring. Volunteers will work 

in groups that look at specifi c water-
sheds. Each group will have educa-
tors, preferably people with some 
scientifi c background, and leaders 
to help with the general direction of 
the project. 

SSIWPS president Maxine Leich-
ter said, “The project can accom-
modate anybody anywhere on the 

island. We’re especially interested in 
recruiting scientists, but we’ll train 
any other people.”

Volunteers will act as citizen sci-
entists gathering data that can be as 
simple as looking at a creek to see if 
it is fl owing. Citizen science allows 
researchers to use data gathered on 
a much larger scale than would be 

available otherwise. The society will 
help ensure that the data gathered 
is recorded in a useable and mean-
ingful way. By crowd-sourcing the 
data, it allows the project to be done 
on a scale that would otherwise be 
impossible. Volunteers will look at 
a range of data that covers water 
quantity to water quality, looking 
at things like salinity, dissolved par-
ticles, conductivity and how con-
tributing streams are affecting lakes. 

“If the science is not done in the 
right way it becomes ineffective. 
The challenge there is to get that 
right,” said Millson. “If those people 
are educated correctly and have the 
right equipment, then they can go 
out and make those measurements . 
. . It can be done and you can build a 
population of people that are excited 
about it and want to be involved.”

Involving citizens also gives them 
the chance to act more in a stew-
ardship role. When people have an 
understanding of how their water-
shed works, they tend to become 
more involved in protecting it, he 
said. They take ownership of the 
watershed and work harder to 
ensure its health and longevity. 

“What we’re interested in doing 

here is building that community fur-
ther and getting people into a mind-
set where they are involved in water 
resources on the island and have an 
understanding of how it works from 
their perspective,” he said.

One of the long-term goals of the 
project is to set up an online map of 
the water systems on the island. 

“What is really exciting for me 
is that this becomes a GIS-based 
(Geographic Interface System) 
product ideally online so that any-
one can go there and browse it,” 
said Millson. “They can see which 
stream is flowing at what time of 
year, what is the quality of water 
in that stream. I’d like to build 
something that has a rich data set 
in it. The water preservation soci-
ety can use that to infl uence their 
interests and articulate where they 
think things are going wrong and 
the other organizations can do the 
same thing.”

People of all ages and skill lev-
els are invited to help collect data. 
The society is also reaching out to 
schools and other water agencies to 
help with the project. Those interest-
ed can contact the society at jams-
siwater@gmail.com. 
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getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! 

Stay Connected...be part of the Driftwood’s online community!

Visit www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com for breaking news, 
extra content and to vote in our weekly poll. 

Like us on Facebook for breaking news, photos and fun 
stuff; and get all the news fi rst by following us on Twitter.

WEDNESDAY
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around the 
back. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Lions Hall. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BOOMERFIT South End. All aspects of � tness are 
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, certi� ed 
personal trainer for details. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges 
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring Literacy. 
By appointment at the literacy centre at 125B 
Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or emailing 
coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DANCE FOR HEALTH with Shauna Devlin at the SSI 
Wellness Centre. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start).
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets 
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. Everyone 
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at SS Public 
Library. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 0 to 6 
and their caregivers. 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-
9579.
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a 
body conditioning system that builds � exibility and 
long, lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Salt Spring 
Baptist Church, around the back, from 11:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TODDLERTIME AT THE LIBRARY. Join Nomi for 
songs and stories in the library children’s corner. 10:30 
a.m. Best suited to kids under 4 and their caregivers. 
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  PLUS  Level-1 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at Stowel 
Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 
p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or clairebeariona@
yahoo.com.

EVERY THURSDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 5 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics meets 
at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear annex. 12 
noon. 
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE FOR WELLNESS at Salt Spring 
Island Wellness Centre. 3 to 4 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
IYENGAR YOGA with Susan Bull at Stowel Lake 
Farm: 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. For all ages and abilities: 
Try the � rst class free! Register at: 250-653-4474 or  
mailto: susanbull@shaw.ca
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 to 12:45 
p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SSI Wellness Centre. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA - Come discover Nia, the joyous mindful 
movement practice that integrates body, mind, 
emotions and spirit. Done to fabulous music and 
“your body’s way,” Nia invites you to “play your way to 
wellness” in the welcoming company of Nia women. 
No dance experience needed. Antler Ridge Dance 
Studio. 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info: arleensadler@shaw.ca
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 0 to 
6 and caregivers. Come for a bowl of soup! Toy library 
also open. 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-
the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring Seniors. 
2 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 4 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine Bennett 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

FAMILY MOVIE MATINEE at the SS Public Library. 
2:30 p.m. Except for May 25. Until June 15.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at 
Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 
a.m. Move with less pain and stress by learning 
how to make any activity more e� ective 
and more enjoyable. Info/register: anna@
bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings 
his vast collection of board games, or you can 
bring your own. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 12:15 p.m. 
MIXED LEVELS YOGA with John Howe at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STORYTIME AT THE LIBRARY. In the library 
children’s corner. 11 a.m. Best suited to kids 
aged 3 to 6 and their caregivers.  

EVERY SATURDAY 
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

EVERY SUNDAY 
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS Wellness 
Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
RED BALL INDOOR TENNIS at Centre Court (behind 
the golf course). Half-court doubles games for ages 
16 and over. 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura - 250-537-0721.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 
3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually meets on 
the third Monday of each month at the SS United 
Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.saltspring� re.com. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at the 
Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m. Public welcome. 
But con� rm meeting dates at 250-537-4448. 
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION usually meets 
on the fourth Monday of each month at the SS Public 
Library Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m.  

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT SOUTH END. All aspects of � tness are 
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, certi� ed 
personal trainer for details. 9-10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656

EVERY MONDAY
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 
6:45 p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: 
George Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at 
The Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION 
GROUP at Family Place. A drop-in for parents 
of babies prenatal to 1 year with weekly 
speakers. Pre-register (familyplace@ssics.ca) for 
childcare. Lunch provided. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
IYENGAR YOGA with Susan Bull at Fulford Hall: 
10:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m. For all ages and abilities. 
Try the � rst class free! Register at: 250-653-
4474 or mailto: susanbull@shaw.ca
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT 
INTELLIGENCE CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at 
Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 1 to 2:15 
pm. This innovative movement class features 
the work of John Pepper and is suitable for 
people with Parkinson’s and other neurological 
conditions 
that are highly motivated to learn solutions 
for movement di�  culties. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 
250-537-5681, anna@bonesforever.com
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds 
casual co� ee mornings for its members at 
Penny’s on the Green at 10 a.m. 
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet 
Mondays at All Saints from 6 to 8 p.m. 
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB 
meets to knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. 
Free. Newcomers welcome. Penny’s Pantry on 
the Green. 1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found 
in the Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are 
available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health 
is open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are 
always welcome.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio).; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.; Mixed Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at 
the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY 
YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 3:30 to 5 p.m.  
5RHYTHMS® MOVEMENT CLASS with Shauna 
Devlin. Drop-in monthly Tuesdays at Stowel Lake 
Farm on  May 15. 7:15 9 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING - the Tuesday Edition. 
Global Issues and Current Events in Historical 
Perspective, a discussion group. Dawson Lounge, 
Seniors Centre. 2 to 4 p.m. 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome 
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at 
weekly practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 
p.m. Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:00 p.m. 
DROP-IN FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7 
p.m. Bring sneakers and your own hockey stick 
(if you can). 
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Drop-ins welcome. Contact 
Rosamund: dupuyonssi@telus.net. 
NIA - See Thursday listing, except locations and 
times are: United Church lower hall from 10:45 
to 11:45 a.m. and All Saints Church upper hall 
from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Info: arleensadler@shaw.ca
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost 
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@
mender.ca or meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at the court 
behind the Fulford Fire Hall from 6 to 8 p.m.  
Instruction and equipment provided for 
beginners. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
SALT SPRING IMPROV WORKSHOP hosted by 
Jan Rabson. No experience required! If you’ve 
ever wanted to try improv theatre, here’s your 
chance. Salt Spring Elementary School Multi 
Purpose Room. 7-9 p.m. Everyone age 15 and 
up is welcome.
SHUT UP AND WRITE sessions are silent 
focused writing for 25-minute sessions, with 
5-minute breaks, led by Jane Eaton Hamilton at 
the Salt Spring Public Library in Room 106. 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 
7 to 9 p.m. 
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6 at Family 
Place. 12 to 3 p.m. Come for a bowl of soup! 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at 
Salt Spring Island Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; and Slow Flow class at Salt Spring Centre 
of Yoga from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.
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Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Heritage Gates

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK
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www.prepareyourself.ca

https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-
yourself/get-prepared

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if something 
happens in your community, it may take emergency 
workers some time to reach you. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for 
at least seven days.

Check out the 3 steps you need to take:  
1.  Know the Risks  2.  Make a Plan  3.  Get a Kit

Before an 
Emergency

EMERGENCY CARE:  
Portrait of an 

ESS Volunteer

�  Good Listener
�  Cares about people
�  Problem Solver

If this is you, please join us to claim your 
training. We need you to be a Reception Centre 
Volunteer. Call Elizabeth Zook 250-537-1220 or 
email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca.

www.prepareyourself.ca
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�  Team Player
�  Loves to Learn
�  Can take direction
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Register for our Public 
Alert Notifi cation System
In a major  disaster getting warnings 
and alerts quickly to people is essential.  
Timing is critical.  Our new Public Alert 
Notifi cation system will assist with this need 
providing individuals a system using multiple 
communication methods including:  cell 
phone, home phone, texting or email.

Note we have rebranded this system from 
the “Emergency Notifi cation System” to the 
“Public Alert Notifi cation System” due to 
new government regulations.  If you have 
previously signed up to the system you are 
still registered.

For any questions please contact:  
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca

This is free to register: 
www.crd.bc.ca/pans

www.prepareyourself.ca

fundraIsEr 

Kayakers seek help to document upcoming journey
Paddling North expedition 
launches May 19

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With paddling gear assembled, course plot-
ted and meals for four months in steady rota-
tion through the food dehydrator, two Salt 
Spring women are nearly ready for a kayak trip 
of 1,300 nautical miles that will take them to 
Glacier Bay, Alaska.

Leonie Mahlke, a biologist and conserva-
tionist, and Rebecca Grim, an adventurer and 
outdoors advocate, will launch their Paddling 
North expedition through the Inside Passage 
on May 19. Most of their preparations are now 
complete, but a final step is raising the funds 
to purchase the recording gear necessary to 
document the trip. 

While their own adventure will be part of 
that story, another important aspect is hearing 
from people who are working to protect the 
Inside Passage ecosystem. The eventual film 
will raise awareness of environmental injus-
tices affecting ecosystems, wildlife and coastal 
communities through the eyes of those at the 
forefront. 

When Mahlke and Grim first started inten-
sive planning for the trip last November, they 
had a broader documentary approach in 
mind. Since then they have decided to focus in 
on inspiring women. 

“These are conservationists, scientists, 
activists and fisherwomen. We are going to 
meet and interview them along our route, talk 

about their tremendously important work and 
the environmental injustices that are currently 
taking place along the coast of B.C. and South-
east Alaska,” Mahlke explained. 

Some examples of the interviews they have 
lined up include Jackie Hildering of Marine 

Education and Research Society in Port McNeill 
and Heather Forbes from Salmon Coast Field 
Station in the Broughton Archipelago.

The Paddling North project has been fortu-
nate to secure sponsorship and donations for 
things like dry suits, hammocks, dry bags, tarps 

and a solar charger, while the women have pur-
chased personal safety equipment and a satel-
lite communicator. Another interesting piece of 
gear comes through a company called Go Girl, 
which makes “female urination products” such 
as a funnel that can be used in the boat or in a 
tent, for example.

“They were really excited about our trip and 
we’ve become an ambassador for them,” Grim 
said.

“It takes some practice. I think it will come in 
handy, though,” Mahlke added.

Unlike some paddlers who take advantage 
of their low profile to go where they please, 
Grim and Mahlke will be contacting all the 
First Nations groups whose territory they will 
pass through to make sure it’s okay to camp 
there. The last months of preparation have also 
included lots of training, improving kayaking 
strokes and perfecting rescue drills.

“We made sure we knew how to put a dis-
located shoulder back in place and also how 
to put a person who’s unconscious back into 
a kayak,” Grim said, hinting at some of the 
potential dangers of such a trip.

Anyone who would like to contribute to the 
project can do so via the GoFundMe page at 
www.gofundme.com/paddlingnorth.

Mahlke and Grim are also inviting paddlers 
and anyone else in the community to send 
them off on Saturday, May 19. Their plan is 
to be at Southey Point at the end of Arbutus 
Road at 9 a.m. and to leave at 10. 

“It would be cool to go out with a big group 
with whoever wants to come with us,” Mahlke 
said. 

duPlICatE BrIdGE 

Players wrangle with wicked pack of cards 
Laundry, Clement and 
Dons dominate

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  c O n T R I b u T O R 

It was the 106th day of January 
(well, a cold, wet April 16), but 
daffodils and dandelions didn’t 
mind, nor did the four and a half 
tables of bridge aficionados who 
showed up at Seniors. 

The least bothered by the 
weather must have been George 

Laundry and Terry Clement, 
with a good lead over most of the 
players. They were quite closely 
followed by the Dons, Nemeth 
and Sharp. Somewhat lower in 
the line were Jeff Bell and Brent 
Vickers, and then there was Flo 
Laundry (the only lady winner) 
partnered by Peter Robinson.

But by April 23, suddenly it 

was summer (temporarily). The 
temperature soared to the high 
teens and the sun shone bright 
on our old Salt Spring home. 
Four and a half tables gathered 
again for the games and it was 
the Dons who dominated this 
time, with the Laundry-Clement 
pair close behind. Third place 
went to Al Wilke and Nadene 
McCoy, with the Laundry (Flo)-
Robinson partnership repeating 
their fourth placement.

T.S. Eliot said in The Waste 

Land that “April is the cruellest 
month, breeding/  Lilacs out of 
the dead land . . . .” and went 
on with that strange poem to 
say “Madame Sosostris, famous 
clairvoyante,/ Had a bad cold, 
nevertheless/ Is known to be the 
wisest woman in Europe,/ With a 
wicked pack of cards . . . .” so let’s 
see what happens in May.

For info please contact co-
ordinator George Laundry at 
250-537-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.

MEntal HEaltH

Mental Health Week activities on offer
Fostering wellness focus of 
local events

A range of community partners on 
Salt Spring are coming together to cel-
ebrate, promote and acknowledge the 
role that good mental health plays in 
living a full and meaningful life during 
the Canadian Mental Health Associa-
tion’s annual Mental Health Week from 
May 7 to 13. 

“Each May, Canadians in communi-
ties, schools, workplaces and the House 
of Commons recognize CMHA Mental 
Health Week and rally to support people 
living with mental health and addiction 
issues,” a press release from the Rural 
and Remote Division of Family Practice, 
Salt Spring chapter, explains. 

“One in five Canadians live with 

mental health problems, but all of us 
value our mental health as much as our 
physical health. Mental health is about 
more than feeling happy all the time. 
It’s about feeling good about who you 
are, having balance in your life, and 
managing life’s high and lows. Everyone 
deserves to feel well, and we all need a 
support system to lean on in order to 
maintain good mental health.”

Island Health, the Rural and Remote 
Division of Family Practice, the Salt 
Spring Library, local practitioners and 
other community partners will be host-
ing a range of workshops and activities. 

Some of the upcoming events are:
May 7, 5 to 6 p.m.: Walk with Your 

Doc in Portlock Park. This fun event 
highlights the importance of exercise in 
maintaining feelings of wellness.

May 9, 4 to 5 p.m.: Introduction to 

Mindfulness at the library. Marcia Bur-
ton will provide an overview of the ben-
efits of a mindfulness practice in main-
taining good mental health before lead-
ing participants in a meditation. 

May 10, 10 to 11:30 a.m.: Dr. Nicholas 
Sladen-Dew will hold a workshop at 
the library on how to use Mindfulness-
based Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 
skills. Learn about how the mind works 
while bringing mindful awareness to 
patterns of thinking, feeling and behav-
ing.

May 11, 11 a.m.: The library will com-
memorate Mental Health Week with a 
“Feelings” StoryTime as part of their 
weekly StoryTime program for young 
children.

More information about Mental 
Health Week can be found at www.men-
talhealthweek.ca. 

BridgeTRIckS

Photo CourtESY PADDLiNg North

rebecca grim, left, and Leonie Mahlke check out routing during a recent training paddle in 
preparation for their upcoming expedition to Alaska. 
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TIP OF THE WEEK

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) You are on the march 
as April progresses. A balance of assertive 
strides and graceful maneuvers like a mili-
tary battalion in full regalia putting on a show 
serves to elaborate this theme. Disciplined 
and uninterested in idle chit-chat, you are de-
termined to cover a lot of ground and make a 
big impression. Exciting times!
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Some major shifts 
and changes are brewing. These will mani-
fest as a break with tradition. The process 
has already begun but will take a year to 
complete. In the short-term, the focus will be 
on your career and social status. There may 
be some important barriers that you must 
breach. These include a review of your priori-
ties and attitude.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Balancing an urge 
to express your talents with a desire to retreat 
could manifest as an extra creative cycle. 
Your ambitions are strong amidst a good deal 
of deep changes occurring both within and 
without, probably especially within. Tending 
to your health and that of your overall lifestyle 
is featured. You may need to break a habit, or 
two.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) The time has come 
to re-assess where and how you invest your 
time and energy. What kind of returns do you 
want and need? Your ambitions and drive to 
assert changes will become increasingly evi-
dent over the coming weeks. Necessity may 
be at play at least as much as desire. Posi-
tively, this is a creative cycle and wise plan-
ning could bring big returns.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) The need to sharpen 
your focus, especially in your public and pro-
fessional life, is growing. Major changes are 
unfolding and you are wise to approach them 
proactively. Some of these could come about 
suddenly, but the signs have been there for 
many months. Circumstances will push you 
into action and this could prove to be a very 
good thing.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) Some exciting shifts 
are occurring in your world. These represent 
expansion, increase, and new friendships. 
More variety is also indicated and this began 
several months ago. At worst, you feel a little 
scattered and uncertain of your best direc-
tion. With focus, this should be resolved over 
the coming weeks. Clear the old to make way 
for the new.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) One way or another, 
circumstances are pushing you to purge the 
past. Doing so may occur on a variety of levels 
both literal and perhaps psychological too. It 
can be described as a process of being here 
now. This clearing may involve some measure 
of mourning so make room for that. It is invari-
ably just the business of life, the law of change.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Jupiter in your 
sign since October suggests that you are in 
an enthusiastic mood these days. You want 
to reach out and share your excitement. You 
may be perplexed and critical that others are 
not in the same mood. Looking back, you may 
remember you were fairly introverted last 
year. The solution is to trust and engage those 
who are keen.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) You more than 
most have experienced a long series of 3 
steps forward and 2 back, maybe even 3. The 
lesson may be described as one of surrender 
and faith. After all, you are still here. You might 
be wondering if this is your lot in life. It can be 
described as a unique fl ow of destiny push-
ing you to reveal your true gifts. Persevere 
faithfully.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) A creative cycle 
continues to percolate and it will continue 
for several weeks yet. It does include giving 
more than you may want. However, you are 
feeling the urge to break into new territory. 
Playing by your own rules may feel extra im-
portant just now. Positively, this will lead you 
to originality. This is your cue to activate this 
momentum.
 Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) A feeling of relative 
limbo will begin to shift this week. A change 
is coming and it may come as a surprise or 
unexpectedly. Yet, it may take upwards to 
a couple of weeks before you receive your 
cue. At worst, the waiting game could cause 
stress. Focus to have a contingency plan or 
two so you do not feel cornered and desper-
ate as you deliberate for the real deal.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) Changes in your fi -
nancial situation have been steadily fl owing 
in. These could be going either way: soaring 
into the black or cascading into the red. If 
the latter is the case, this is your cue to make 
some needed and measurable changes. Be 
open to inspiration and strategic ideas from 
others. Fortunately, the market is fl ooded with 
people sharing their secrets. Be receptive.

May the fourth be with you... With Uranus at 29 Aries, we need all the support we 
can get. The 29th degree of any sign is the omega point, for that sign. Regarding the 
Zodiac as a whole, it is 29 Pisces. Either way, this last degree represents a fi nal push 
through or overcoming of the core themes linked to that sign. It can be compared to 
crossing the border: usually a bit stressful, anyway. When it is a Natal planet or angle 
or node, it represents a lifelong process, a knot in the wood of your destiny. It is hardly 
evil and can even lend to the realization of great achievements. Do you have anything 
at 29 in your Birth Chart? This question can also apply to progressed planets and while 
the overcoming principle is still there, it is not a lifetime theme, yet it can prove even 
more intense as the time frame is shorter and more concentrated. Uranus there now, by 
transit, represents a current theme for us all. As well, if you do have planets anywhere 
from 27 to 2 degrees of any sign, you will feel some of its aggressive rub and even more 
so if you have one at 29 or 0 degrees. Regarding the collective perspective, since the 
New Moon in Aries a few weeks ago was conjunct Uranus, the fury of that charge is 
still with us. The ‘Insel’ related tragedy in Toronto on April 23rd which resulted in 10 
deaths 16 seriously injured is a terrible bit of synchronicity of this aspect. It represents 
a rotten bit of fruit linked to the deeper Uranus/Pluto cycle which is all about gender 
equality and which will continue as a revolution of evolution for many years to come. On 
May 13th Mercury will be conjunct Uranus and both will be square Mars in Capricorn. 
This will likely manifest has heated debate and perhaps worse. Moreover, the New 
Moon on May 15th (24 Taurus 36) hosts Uranus not only at 29 Aries, but 29 Aries 59, 
which means the last minute of that degree. That is like the last couple of millimeters of 
a lit fuse. In addition, at that exact moment, Mars will be at 29 Capricorn 43, thus forming 
a very close square to Uranus. This ranks among the most violent aspects in astrology. 
So, be aware and take care in all your endeavors over the coming cycle, especially 
the last two weeks of May. On a positive note, it can lead to important breakthrough 
actions, so work it according to your needs and fl ow of destiny.

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local 
businesses and organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, 
first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933
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Members of the Saunders Family Foundation meet with softball-playing recipients of foundation 
funds raised through the annual Saunders foundation golf tournament. Also receiving a share of 
funds disbursed on Salt Spring this year were the GISS and SIMS music programs, Salt Spring 
soccer and baseball programs, and the Salt Spring Elementary breakfast program. 

Spirit of Salt Spring

VOLUNTEERISM

ECU volunteer � nds happy time

Sam Dinsdale hangs out with 
Ladies Auxiliary

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Lady Minto Hospital Ladies Auxiliary recently 
celebrated its young volunteer, Sam Dinsdale, on the 
occasion of his 11th birthday.

While the elderly residents who live in the hos-
pital’s extended care unit enjoyed the cake and the 
balloons, Sam himself was not there for his regular 
Friday visit on April 20; he happened to be sick that 
week and didn’t want to risk infecting anyone. But he 
was right back in place the following week playing 
games and talking with anyone who wanted some 
of his time.

“If they want to have a conversation with me, I’ll 
have a conversation with them,”  Sam said, by way of 
explaining he doesn’t play favourites. 

Sam is a member of the Ladies Auxiliary team 
through his mother Christine Copeland. She became 
a volunteer in January 2017 after spending time with 
their neighbour Roy Lamont, who died at age 100, and 
his “lady friend” who’s now 96. 

“I started coming after Roy died. I didn’t know if Sam 
would like it, but now it’s his favourite part of the week,” 
Copeland said.

In addition to talking and playing games, Sam 
spends some of his time serving tea to the residents. 
He also likes to bring his fi dget spinners, which some 
of the ECU women have become quite good at using.

When asked why he likes coming to the ECU so 
much, Sam simply said, “I like hanging out with them.”

PALLIATIVE CARE

Hospice fi lm series gets screening
Gala fundraiser also 
announced

May is Hospice Month and 
Salt Spring Hospice Society is 
inviting the community to help 
it celebrate by attending a free 
weekly f i lm series showing 
through May. 

The End of the Reel documen-
tary series at the library program 
room kicks off today, Wednesday, 
May 2 at 7 p.m. with Pioneers of 
Hospice (and the Birth of Mod-

ern Hospice). The film shares 
the remarkable journey of the 
evolution of hospice care in the 
U.S. in the words of those who 
were at the forefront of one of 
the most significant grassroots 
movements of the 20th century.

The film series continues on 
Wednesdays throughout May 
with a different thought-provok-
ing film each week.

Community members are also 
invited to attend Salt Spring 
Hospice’s first annual Spring 
Alive Gala on Saturday, May 19. 

Items that have been donated by 
individuals and businesses will 
be available through an excit-
ing live auction, which follows 
a dinner put on by the Harbour 
House Hotel.

Salt Spring Island’s lovely and 
talented Nikky MacKenzie will 
provide musical entertainment. 

Tickets can be purchased at 
the Salt Spring Hospice office at 
129 Hereford Ave. 

See the gulfislandsdriftwood.
com event calendar for the film 
schedule.

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Extended care residents 
and volunteers, left, 
celebrate the birthday of 
weekly visitor Sam Dins-
dale, above.
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In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 18
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PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

Helen Tara (nee Devine) 
Helen passed away on April 

19, 2018 at 3:30 PM after a hard 
battle with cancer. After many 
challenging months in hospital, 
Helen got her wish to come 
home, the place she loved so 
much. Her passing was peaceful 
in the presence of her favourite 
nieces and a trusted friend.

The youngest of fi ve girls, 
Helen was born in 1932 in Vancouver General 
Hospital and spent her fi rst 5 years in Burnaby, 
starting Grade 1 in Kingsway West School. The 
family moved to a farm in West Langley where she 
attended a 2 room school for the next 7 years. The 
family then relocated to Milner where she attended 
Langley High School for the next 4 years. She loved 
spending her high school summers in Oliver picking 
fruit and working in packing houses. 

Following high school graduation, Helen did 
nursing training at Royal Columbia Hospital from 
January 1951 to February 1954. She married her sweet 
heart Robert (Bob) Tara on December 21, 1954 and 
lived in Ladner for the next 13 years where sons Ken 
and David were born. She helped design, build and 
decorate several of the family homes including the one 
called Waters Edge where she lived for the last 28 years. 

The family moved to Salt Spring Island in 1968 
where they settled in Fulford Harbour. After trying 
out careers ranging from nursing to Avon Lady to 
bartender, Helen went back to school and completed 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 1983. Helen gave 
nursing another go but settled on running a B&B for 
12 years where she could meet travellers from near 
and far.  

She travelled around BC and the west coast of 
North America via camper when the boys were young 
and, after 40, travelled to many countries, something 
she dreamed of since her teenage years.

Helen loved animals be they dogs, cows or sheep, 
and loved watching birds and boats. On the creative 
side, she loved sewing, knitting, wood carving and 
painting. She also loved gardening, walking, Yoga and 
learning. 

Helen has gone on to meet Bob “Just Beyond 
the Moon”. She will be missed by her family leaving 
behind her oldest son Ken, wife Shannon and their 
children Cole, Kaden, Jada and Tia, Ken’s grown 
daughter Jessica. Her youngest son David, wife Joanie 
and their son Kalen. 

A Celebration of Life will be held on Wednesday, 
June 6 from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the Royal Canadian 
Legion at 120 Blain Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. In 
lieu of fl owers, Helen asked that memorial donations 
be made to the Fulford Hall on Salt Spring (www.
canadahelps.org/en/charities/fulford-community-
hall-association/

Grace Lorna Scott
NOVEMBER 11, 1916 - APRIL 16, 2018

Grace passed away 
on April 16, with family 
by her side. Everyone 
who knew her can only 
agree she left us too soon 
at 101 and a half years 
old. When she turned 
100 she received her 
congratulatory letter from 
the Queen, which she 

took pride in and hung framed on the wall behind her 
bed.    

Grace and her husband, Jack, moved to Salt Spring 
Island from Vancouver in 1952. Jack wrote a column 
for the Vancouver Sun often celebrating the pleasures 
of rural island life which Grace also embraced. Many 
of his stories were about Grace who he affectionately 
called Brown Eyes. She was often the inspiration for his 
humorous musings on family and married life. Later 
her husband’s international journalism career took the 
family around the world.  Foreign travel and lifestyle 
was not always easy for a dedicated wife and mother 
of three, but Grace had the unique gift of being able 
to create a home for her family everywhere they went.  

Grace lived up to her name. She truly was gracious. 
She had an unpretentious and direct nature. She had 
opinions and wasn’t afraid to share them.  She had a 
refi ned sense of fashion and style and was known for 
also being quite a lot of fun.   She could always see 
the humour in life and loved to laugh. She was a good 
sport.

In 1982 her husband passed away and Grace lived 
out the rest of her life peacefully at her seaside home.

She is survived by her daughters Judy (Leon), Jill, 
Jenny (Andy), grandchildren, Cory (Rodney), David 
(Shauna), Mary, Jeff (Jen), great grandchildren, Jodee 
(Kevin), Natalie, Grace, Gemma, Jack and Trevor and 
great great granddaughters Taylor and Zoe. All her 
grandchildren agree that she gave the best back rubs.

We wish to thank Grace’s amazing homecare 
team.  Your support and friendship made it possible 
for Grace to live in the home she loved, and we will 
be forever grateful for your skill and compassion. And 
to Dr. Bobby Crichton, we can’t thank you enough 
for the years of wonderful care and especially for your 
home visits, which Grace always looked forward to. 
Even on her low days you could always make her smile.

You will be deeply missed, but we have so many 
great memories. And 
we promise to keep 
feeding Sally the 
Seagull.

No service, by request.

4  

Herbert JoHn burnett
January 3, 1950 - April 11, 2018

After a lengthy illness, Herb 
passed away peacefully at Lady 
Minto Hospital.

He is survived by his loving 
wife Pat, sisters Jane and barb 
and brother Ian.

A Celebration of Herb’s Life 
will be held on Sunday, June 3, 
2018, 1pm - 4pm at the Salt 
Spring Lion’s Club.
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LEGALS

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US Entry 
Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540 

accesslegalmjf.com

SPORTS & RECREATION

Fly Fishing

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HIP OR KNEE
REPLACEMENT?

Arthritic Conditions / COPD?
Restrictions in

Walking / Dressing?
Disability Tax Credit $2,000. 
Tax Credit $20,000 Refund.

Apply Today For
Assistance: 1-844-453-5372

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! 

Employers have work-at-
home positions available. 

Get online training you need 
from an employer-trusted 

program. Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 

1-855-768-3362 to start 
training for your work-at-

home career today!

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

AUCTIONS

23 GOLF COURSE LOTS  
Cranbrook, BC. Ritchie Bros. 

Auctioneers Unreserved 
Auction, June 13 in 

Edmonton. 23 parcels of 
recreational/residential real 

estate in the River’s 
Crossing Golf Course 

Community. Jerry Hodge: 
780-706-6652; Brokerage: 

Ritchie Bros. Real 
Estate Services Ltd. 

rbauction.com/realestate

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

May 12th Restaurant
Equipment Auction
Featuring:  Entire Restaurant
Equipment Dealer Location -

All NEW Showroom & Warehouse 
Inventory! Stainless Fixtures, 

Commercial LPG & NG Cooking 
Equip, High-End Bakery, Meat, Deli 
& Coffee Shop Equip, Lrg Stainless 

Brewing/Fermenting Tanks

9am Start - Live & Online
www.KwikAuctions.com

7305 Meadow Ave, Burnaby, BC
Shipping & Storage Available

FARM EQUIPMENT

2001 J. D. 456SS 4x5 round 
baler, 3580 bales done. 
$18000.00. 
2005 J.D. 705 twin reel rake 
2136 hrs $8,000.00
1995 J.D. 6300 4x4 75 HP 
open canopy, 640 loader 
5660 hrs. $28000.00
1-250-955-2501

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

COLORADO 
BLUE SPRUCE 

$0.99/each for a box of 180 
($178.20). Also full range of 

tree, shrub, and berry
 seedlings. Free shipping 
most of Canada. Growth 

guarantee. 1-866-873-3846 
or TreeTime.ca

SAWMILLS from only 
$4,397 - MAKE MONEY & 
SAVE MONEY with your 

own bandmill - Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock 

ready to ship. FREE Info & 
DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-

mills.com/400OT
 1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE 

Magna Bay, 160 private se-
cluded acres South Slope 
Lake View, ponds, creeks, 
pasture, hay fi eld, fenced, 
wood lot. Former homestead. 
$440,000.00 1-250-955-2501

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE
Mid Isl.Storage

178 HOWELL LANE, Saturday, 
May 5th, from 9am - 12pm. No 
Early birds.
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation

An Update from BC Ferries 
Hello Swartz Bay and Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Travellers;

My name is Brian Green and I am with the 
Terminal Development team at BC Ferries. 
We’d like to keep you informed and up-to-
date on what’s happening with the Swartz 
Bay terminal. We’ve recently started the 
process of creating a new long-term plan 
and vision for this terminal. 

This process builds on the previous master 
plan developed in 2004. Check out the chart 
below to see what we’ve done since then.

Swartz Bay is a critical connection point for 
residents and visitors travelling between the 
Southern Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island, 
as well as for those whose destination 
begins or ends in Metro Vancouver. It’s 
the largest terminal on Vancouver Island 
and will continue to play a key role within 
the local and regional economy, providing 
transportation for goods and other services. 
More than seven million passengers 
travel through the terminal each year, and 

our forecasts show expected growth in 
passenger numbers over the next 25 years.

Your feedback is important to us and we 
will use it to help shape our future plans. 
We will be engaging with our Ferry Advisory 
Committees (FACs) from Salt Spring Island 
and the Southern Gulf Islands, customers 
travelling through the Swartz Bay terminal, 
key stakeholders and the surrounding 
community to gather your input and 
feedback. Your suggestions and ideas will 
help inform our Terminal Development Plan. 

We will be holding information sessions at 
the terminal in mid-May, and hosting other 
opportunities to hear from stakeholders, 
local governments, nearby residents and 
businesses. We look forward to seeing 
you and hearing your ideas about future 
improvements at the terminal that would 
enhance your travel experience with us. 
If you can’t make one of these sessions, 
you can let us know what you think by 
completing a short online survey in late 
May on the Swartz Bay project page on 
bcferries.com/swbvision or by sending us 
an email at tdpinfo@bcferries.com.

Following these sessions, we will prepare 
a report that summarizes what we heard 
from the community, including the drop-in 
information sessions, the surveys and any 
email comments we receive. We will post 

this report on our website later in the year 
so you can see the key themes that emerged 
during this process. 

I will be providing another update in a few 
months through the local papers and on our 
website to keep you informed on the status of 
this project. If you have any questions about 
the process we have undertaken so far, or what 
lies ahead, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me directly at brian.green@bcferries.com.  
We hope you have found this update helpful.

Thanks for reading,

Brian Green

Manager, Terminal Development 
BC Ferries

ADVERTISING FEATURE May 2018

Project Description Completed

Highway 17 widening Widened highway and improved 
approach to terminal

2006

Berth 2 marine structures Complete rebuild of Berth 2 2006

Reconfigure the Southern Gulf 
Islands holding compound/ 
construct East exit road 

Expanded the Southern Gulf Islands 
holding compound and created East 
exit road for second exit for off-
loading vehicles during peak times

2007

Relocate Ticket Booths Ticket booths moved back to create more 
space in holding lanes within terminal

2008

Upper Lot public washrooms Added a washroom for vehicle passengers 
waiting up near toll booths

2009

Short Term parking reconfiguration Made improvements to pick-up / drop-off area 2010

Upper level parking reconfiguration 
and bus platform

Improved pick-up / drop-off flow and 
created designated bus parking

2011

Berths 4 and 5 Rebuild Complete rebuild of Berths 4 and 
5, including waiting shelters

2012

PA System Upgrades Improved passenger notification through PA 2012

Traffic Calming Installed traffic calming measures 
outside terminal to slow down traffic 
on the approach to the ticket booths

2017

RUNNING 

Islanders take on Victoria 10K
Daring dozen complete annual
Times Colonist race

SUBMITTED BY SALT SPRING SNEAKERS 
Salt Spring Island was well represented Sunday 

morning by 12 fi nishers in the Times-Colonist 10K race.
Blessed by the predicted rain holding off and the 

winds being light, Susan Gordon, pursuing three B.C. 
age-group championships, completed her second 
championship taking fi rst place in her age group of 351 
fi nishers in a time of 42:37, which qualifi ed her as 26th 
of 4,636 women and 211th of 7,812 overall competitors.

Lisa Adams was the second identified Salt Spring 
Islander to cross the fi nish line. She achieved a chip 
time of 44:31 for 354th place overall, 56th woman and 
18th of 610 in her 30-34 age group.

Greg Phinney was the third Salt Spring Islander to 
fi nish the race. His chip time of 47:42 earned him 626th 
place, 504th male and 48th of 289 in his 45-49 age 
group. 

Dave Toynbee was the fourth competitor from Salt 
Spring to fi nish. His chip time of 53:25 made him the 
1,525th runner to fi nish, the 1,062nd male to fi nish and 
the 72nd of 261 in his 50-54 age group. 

Jennifer Kerrigan fi nished in a chip time of 1:08:16, 
earning her a 3,978th place overall, 1,750th woman and 
210th of 526 in the 40-44 age group.

Bill Slade was the sixth islander to fi nish. His chip time 
of 1:21:39 earned him a 5,031st place overall, 2,333rd 

male and 168th of 248 in his 55-59 age group. 
Michele Severn was the next islander to fi nish, com-

pleting the course in 1:41:45. This earned her a 5,862nd 
place overall, 3,336th woman and 308th of 425 in her 
45-49 age group.

Carol Bremner was the eighth islander to cross the 
finishing line. Her chip time of 1:41:45 earned her 
5,862nd place overall, 3,312th woman and 264th of 405 
in her 55-59 age group.

Shawnee Labonte was the ninth Salt Springer to fi n-
ish. Her chip time of 1:40:47 was seven minutes faster 
than her “gun time,” serving as an example of how long 
it takes runners from the back of the pack to reach the 
start line in large races. Her actual running time from 
crossing the start line to crossing the fi nish line refl ects 
a computer reading a chip on her race bib. Her chip 
time earned her 5,862nd place overall, 3,307th of all 
women and 438 of 574 in her 25-29 age group.

Fiona Foster fi nished in a chip time of 1:39:17 for 
a placement of 5,777th, 3,249th woman and 246th of 
405 in her 55-59 age group. She identifi ed herself as a 
member of the Soul Sistahs team. Trish Hoffman also 
identifi es as a member of the Soul Sistahs team, having 
fi nished the course in the same chip time as Foster. This 
earned her a 5,782nd place overall, 3,254th woman and 
268th of 405 in her 50-54 age group. The fi nal Salt Spring 
fi nisher was a third Soul Sistah, Tracey Cornwall. Her 
chip time of 2:02:32 earned her 6,598th place, 3,863rd 
woman and 198th of 243 in her 60-64 age group.

A great representation of Salt Spring running talent!

SWIMMING 

Masters reach podium

B.C.-wide competition
 
Local swimmers Joan Gunn-Allard 

and Jane MacKenzie had podium 
finishes at the masters swimmers’ 
provincial championships over the 
weekend in Richmond.

Gunn-Allard, who competes in 
the 60-64 age category, placed sec-
ond in the 200m backstroke with a 
time of 3.36:72 and third in the 50m 
butterfl y with a time of 40.56.  She 
also competed in the 100m IM, plac-
ing 4th; 50m freestyle, placing 4th; 
50m backstroke, placing 6th; and 
100m freestyle, placing 7th. 

In the 55-59 age category, MacK-
enzie had podium fi nishes in the fol-
lowing events: 100m breaststroke, 

where she came second with a time 
of 1.48:78, and the 50m breast-
stroke, placing third with a time of 
45.45. She also competed in the 50m 
freestyle, placing 6th; 100m free-
style, placing 7th; 100m IM, placing 
7th; and 200m IM, placing 10th.    

Some 235 swimmers from all over 
B.C., plus Alberta, Ontario and the 
U.S., competed in the swim meet.   

Gunn-Allard and MacKenzie are 
now training for the Canadian 
Masters Swimming Champion-
ships in Calgary, running from May 
17 to 19.

For more information on masters 
swimming on Salt Spring, contact 
Don Clifford at dadeo357@gmail.
com. 

PHOTO COURTESY JOAN GUNNALLARD

Celebrating 
swim victories in 
Richmond are, from 
left, Salt Springers 
Jane MacKenzie and 
Joan Gunn-Allard, 
and Nancy Ryan 
from Nanaimo.
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