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DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

About 300 people took to the streets of Ganges 
for the second annual Salt Spring Island Wom-
en’s March on Saturday. 

The event took place on the anniversary of last 
year’s march in solidarity with people around 
the world who rallied to advocate for women’s 
rights, LGBTQ rights, racial equality, freedom of 
religion and workers’ rights. Last year’s marches 
were also part of a larger number of protests 
against the inauguration of U.S. President Don-
ald Trump. 

“This protest is so important to women all 
around the world,” said event organizer Kim Teb-
butt. “To wake up the world to the fact that so 
many women are not safe yet on this planet . . . 
it is very profound what is happening right now.”

This year’s demonstration continued the call 
from 2017, and focused on women’s rights. The last 
12 months saw many issues arise that affect women 
and marginalized members of society. 

“Huge issues were brought to the surface 
from the #MeToo campaign to pedophilia rings 
around the world that were busted,” said Teb-
butt. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Some of the all-ages and genders crowd that marched through Ganges on Saturday.

Ganges joins worldwide protests
Second annual Women’s 
March advocates for rights

Tsunami
warning
prompts
wake-up
call
Residents reminded 
to get prepared 

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A tsunami warning was 
issued to people living on the 
west coast of Vancouver Island 
and the B.C. coast after a major 
earthquake was registered off 
the coast of Alaska Tuesday 
morning. 

The 7.9 magnitude earth-
quake struck at 1:31 a.m. about 
250 kilometres from Chiniak, 
Alaska. There was no danger 
to Salt Spring Island or any of 
the other Gulf Islands. The tsu-
nami warning was cancelled at 
4:35 a.m. 

Many communities along 
the west coast were affected by 
the warning, including Victo-
ria, Tofino and Ucluelet. For-
mer Salt Spring residents Kate 
Metzger, Mike Grandbois and 
their two kids Tim and Rosie 
moved to Ucluelet in Septem-
ber. 

“We got the call from my 
sister’s boyfriend (who is in 
Tofino) about half an hour 
before the Ukee sirens went 
off. Since we are in a tsunami 
zone we had our grab-and-go 
bag ready and were prepared,” 
said Metzger in an email. 

EMERGENCYACTIVISM

MARCH  continued on 2

BC Housing says funding for rural 
projects at risk

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The lead players in an affordable housing expan-
sion project at Croftonbrook have called on the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Committee to speed up the rezon-
ing process necessary to their project, with funding 

from BC Housing potentially at risk if deadlines are 
not met.

Island Women Against Violence housing director 
Kisae Petersen, project consultant Janis Gauthier and 
architect Robert Schindelka each addressed the LTC 
during the town hall session of Thursday’s business 
meeting to explain advances in the project. Petersen 
also asked the LTC to put the application on its next 
meeting agenda, noting it had not seen offi cial con-
sideration since October.

A key issue is the provision of water using a com-
bination of groundwater, grey water recycling and 
rainwater catchment, and whether that combination 
can meet the project’s needs.  Croftonbrook planners 
say there is no issue of quantity, but problems could 
arise based on how occupancy rates are calculated 
by approving agents such as Island Health and the 
Capital Regional District. 

ISLANDS TRUST 

Trust pressed to speed up rezoning

    GULF ISLANDS

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 — YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960   58TH YEAR  ISSUE 4

Improv on top
GISS senior team moves on 
to regionals
 PAGE 11

North to Alaska
Island vet off  to 

sled-dog race
PAGE 13

$125
(incl. GST)

CROFTONBROOK  continued on 2 TSUNAMI  continued on 4



2 |  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018  NEWSBEAT www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf ISlANdS drIfTWood

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

PH: 250-800-1460
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

approved
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www.prepareyourself.ca

https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-
yourself/get-prepared

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if something 
happens in your community, it may take emergency 
workers some time to reach you. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for 
at least seven days.

Check out the 3 steps you need to take:  
1.  Know the Risks  2.  Make a Plan  3.  Get a Kit

Before an 
Emergency

EMERGENCY CARE:  
Portrait of an 

ESS Volunteer

�  Good Listener
�  Cares about people
�  Problem Solver

If this is you, please join us to claim your 
training. We need you to be a Reception Centre 
Volunteer. Call Elizabeth Zook 250-537-1220 or 
email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca.

www.prepareyourself.ca

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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�  Team Player
�  Loves to Learn
�  Can take direction

EduCATIoN 

School District 64 in line for second enrolment audit 
$14,000 recovered from 
last year’s audit

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands School District will 
be facing another audit in February. 

The announcement comes on 
the heels of a large financial set 
back of $686,000 due to an audit 
in January of last year. The district 
was able to recover around $14,000 
of that through an appeal process. 
They also hope to shift some of the 

results of their appeal by working 
with the Ministry of Education. 

The February audit is part of a 
yearly routine where the ministry 
checks enrolment compliance. 

“Every year in the fall we are sent 
the audit criteria and any changes 
that have been made,” said super-
intendent Lisa Halstead.

Students are funded by the gov-
ernment in two different ways. For 
students in grades 10 and up, the 
funding is allotted per course. This 
is because students in the higher 
grades can take different numbers 
of courses throughout the year. In 

grades between kindergarten and 
grade 9, students are funded by a 
set amount of money per student. 

The audit is to ensure that the 
number of students who are report-
ed to be enrolled in classes is accu-
rate and that the funding given 
to the school district reflects that. 
The district files a form that shows 
enrolment numbers at the end of 
September every year. 

“I know that the principals of the 
schools that are being visited once 
again for an additional time are 
working hard on the data and we 
are hopeful that it won’t have a huge 

financial impact,” said Halstead.
The timing of last year’s report 

followed by the announcement of 
the coming audit has not given the 
school district much time to pre-
pare. 

“This is a bit of a distractor with 
the enrolment audit, particularly 
with the timelines between putting 
in our appeal in October, hearing 
back on that on Dec. 22, and then 
finding out that we’re in for a return 
visit — we got that announcement 
on Jan. 9. It didn’t really leave much 
time to be responsive to the recom-
mendations,” she said.

The school board currently does 
not have the specifics of what the 
auditors will be looking for. That 
information is made available two 
weeks before auditors come to 
schools. The visit is scheduled for 
Feb. 19.

Halstead said an audit was not 
conducted in at least 10 years prior 
to the 2017 instance.

“We’re staying very very posi-
tive. Our role is to stay focused on 
students and their outcomes,” said 
Halstead. “My goal is to keep every-
one calm and to work towards a 
very positive outcome.”

Trust stands firm on Croftonbrook process

BC Housing senior project officer 
Kirsten Baillie made the case for the 
file to move ahead during Thursday’s 
town hall session, with a warning the 
provincial organization may not look 
at further projects within the Islands 
Trust area.

“We are pleased with the partner-
ship model we’ve created and that 
we can direct funding to Salt Spring,” 
Baillie told the committee. “However, 
I am also very concerned about this 
project. There have been significant 
delays. The Croftonbrook team has 
not met our first timeline requirement 
for them to secure funding and I am 
concerned about those delays.”

“BC Housing is under a significant, 
high-profile mandate about deliver-
ing housing . . . and in order for us 
to do that we need these projects to 
move through the approval process 
quickly in order for us to be able to 
direct funds to it,” Baillie added. “And 
I do want to highlight if we cannot get 
projects approved on Salt Spring or 
in the Islands Trust, we will be forced 
to move our funds to places where 
we can get affordable housing. It is 
not something we want to do because 
we recognize the need, but we must 
deliver on our mandate.”

Salt Spring George Grams observed 
the LTC has been working to resolve 
the issue of how to approve commu-
nity-based water supply systems for 
multi-unit projects and still meet the 
Trust policy of not increasing density 
where there are known water quality 
or quantity issues. (See related story 
on page 5.)

“We absolutely wish to resolve this 
particular issue in the community, but 
we have been given a mandate by the 
provincial government, and that man-
date is to preserve and protect these 
islands,” Grams said. “When it comes 
to affordable housing, we can’t just 
connect to a public supply like you 
can in Vancouver, or the Lower Main-
land or Victoria. There’s a moratorium 

at North Salt Spring [Waterworks Dis-
trict] and that’s not an avenue that’s 
open to us.”

Grams said the LTC is bound to 
investigate the implementation of 
alternative systems thoroughly, but 
that doing so takes time.

“I really have a difficulty when a 
gun is held to our head for doing that 
by the likes of a provincial agency, 
a member of the provincial govern-
ment that set up the Islands Trust, or 
it might be unavailable to this com-
munity,” Grams said. “It’s not based 
on need, it’s based on a timeline. And 
it seems to be an arbitrary timeline.”

Grams said that the matter might be 
something to take up with the riding’s 
MLA Adam Olsen.

LTC chair  Peter  Luckham and 
Grams’ fellow Salt Spring trustee Peter 
Grove agreed with his response.

“We have processed a number of 
affordable housing projects in recent 
history and I’m proud of the work that 
we’ve done here, but the more com-
plex a project is and the more that you 
ask us to think outside the box, the 
more complex it becomes and we have 
a responsibility to ensure we do the 
right thing,” Luckham said.

Luckham and Baillie agreed it would 
be appropriate to continue their con-
versation about how to move the 
application forward outside the public 
venue setting. 

CrofToNBrooK 
continued from 1

Advocacy work continues

“Children are becoming safe. Yes, 
there is a tremendous amount of impor-
tance towards this and every day we still 
continue to have impact on our own.” 

While there is still a long way to go 
for women’s rights advocates, the future 
does look brighter. An emphasis on plac-
ing women in positions of power, espe-
cially during the 2018 midterm elections 
in the United States, gave protesters a 
reason to feel more positive. 

“I hope people take away hope,” said 
Tebbutt. “I hope that they realize that 
their voices are very, very important 
every single day.”

The event began at 1 p.m. at the Salt 
Spring Public Library with a blessing 
from First Nations groups and speakers 
from the Gulf Islands. The march went 
east along McPhillips Avenue, turning 

toward ArtSpring, past Embe Bakery 
into downtown. It turned again at Purvis 
Lane and returned to the library via Her-
eford Avenue and Jackson Avenue. 

Around 300 participants, including 
women, children and men, showed 
up. The attendance was smaller than 
in 2017, but event organizers were 
pleased with the number of people who 
marched.

“The turnout was fantastic,” said Teb-
butt. “It started to rain about half-way 
through.” 

The group intends on improving their 
presence online and expects an even 
bigger turnout next year. 

At least 38 other Canadian communi-
ties held marches, including Victoria, 
Nanaimo and Courtenay on Vancouver 
Island.

For a video from this event, see the 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com website.

MArCH 
continued from 1

Photo bY GAil SJUbERG

CloSE CAll: Salt Spring Squash Court dodged two giant bullets during a weekend 
storm, when a tree barely scraped an eavestrough and ended up underneath the overhang 
and another tree just missed the back end of the building. Winds of up to 120 km/hr lashed 
the Gulf islands overnight Saturday and Sunday morning, resulting in numerous downed 
trees, cancelled bC Ferries sailings and power outages of up to 24 hours for some residents.  

“The Croftonbrook team has 
not met our first timeline 
requirement for them to 
secure funding and I am 
concerned about those 
delays.” 
KIRSTEN BAILLIE
BC Housing senior project officer
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
SSI transportation Commission meeting: 
Monday, JANUARY 29, 4 p.m.  
Salt Spring Library Program Room

342 LOWER GANGES RD • 250.537.8371

We have added additional space in the upper level of our location at 
342 Lower Ganges Road (Upper Ganges Centre). Stop in and see us and 
if we don’t have what you need in stock, we can supply it. In addition to our 
mobility sales, we carry:
PC laptops, printers, monitors, tv’s, networking supplies, hard drives, 
video and audio cables, drones and many other electronic items.

SALT SPRING 
COMMUNICATION STATION 

has grown and we are now 
the island’s source 

for retail 
consumer electronics. 

fIrE dIstrICt

Trustees continue debate on roles and responsibilities
Barriers to information 
resisted

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Questions around the role of 
individual fire trustees working 
in isolation from the board as a 
whole, and their ability to access 
the information necessary to fill 
that role, have proved a source 
of ongoing debate among Salt 
Spring Fire Protection District’s 
elected officials.

Howard Baker was elected as 
fire trustee in November 2015 and 
is presently the longest-serving 
member on the board. He intro-
duced the topic of access to infor-
mation at the Jan. 15 board meet-
ing with the aim of increasing 
that access. Instead, the board 
voted to install new policy guide-
lines based on those used by the 
Victoria School District. District 
administrator Andrew Peat was 
reaffirmed in his role as privacy 
officer in the same motion.

Baker told the Driftwood after 
the Jan. 15 meeting, “I don’t 
know the situation in Victoria 
that prompted representatives 
of that city to take such a dras-
tic measure, but I believe that 
on Salt Spring Island for our fire 
protection district it constitutes 
an abdication of the power and 

responsibility for oversight of the 
district. This power and respon-
sibility is granted to the board by 
our Letters Patent and the Local 
Government Act.”

Baker said he supports the 
idea of having a privacy officer 
and that he has no wish to inter-
fere with the fire department’s 
operations. However, he sees a 
potential “perfect storm” in giv-
ing an employee the power to 
block a trustee’s access to rele-
vant information, whether that 
information relates to personnel 
or financial transactions. Other-
wise, Baker said, the trustees are 
just figureheads.

“It seems that some people 
think that we as a governing body 
can discharge our responsibilities 
without having access to all infor-
mation, to be able to go wherever 
we want to go. And obviously we 
don’t want to hinder any opera-
tion and any administration in 
doing this, and I don’t think any 
trustee would do that,” Baker said 
at the Jan. 15 board meeting. 

At the same meeting, trustee 
Howard Holzapfel also advo-
cated for trustees’ ability to gain 
unrestricted access to the dis-
trict’s personnel files, records 
and financial accounts. Peat and 
board of trustees chair Per Svend-
sen countered that the district 
holds sensitive information such 

as patient information and prop-
erty ownership, requiring more 
structure to maintain the public 
trust.  

Svendsen has recommended 
trustees look to the Improvement 
District Trustees’ Handbook, pub-
lished by then-Ministry of Com-
munity Services in 2009, as the 
final arbiter of the trustee’s role. 
According to the handbook, the 
role has four main functions: to 
represent the electorate; to stew-
ard the district’s resources so the 
services it provides may continue 
indefinitely; to create policy that 
guides trustees and employees; 
and to create legislation such as 
borrowing, taxation and contract 
bylaws.

“Trustees are elected to provide 
leadership, not to operate and 
administer the day-to-day opera-
tion of the improvement district,” 
the handbook states. “A trustee 
who handles financial transac-
tions (for example) could pro-
voke public concerns about fiscal 
improprieties, whether they exist 
or not.”

Among the recommendations 
offered to foster a positive rela-
tionship between trustees and 
employees, the manual recom-
mends adopting a policy that con-
trols access by trustees to records 
and the improvement district’s 
buildings, offices and other facili-

ties. Baker and Holzapfel oppose 
this idea, especially with a district 
employee as gatekeeper.

“ Trustees and committee 
members have come to rely on 
the administrator, perhaps to an 
excessive degree, delegating to 
him responsibilities they might 
have previously performed them-
selves,” Baker said.

The Office of the Information 
and Privacy Commissioner for 
B.C. says it often gets questions 
from smaller local government 
bodies that are having difficulty 
navigating privacy rules. In large 

government departments, such 
as provincial ministries, there 
are dedicated privacy or human 
resources professionals on staff 
“who follow accepted privacy and 
confidentially practices without 
political interference.”

“However, in small local gov-
ernments there are fewer employ-
ees and they are less specialized, 
usually occupying multiple roles 
within the public body. In those 
situations it is likely more appro-
priate for an employee or officer 
such as the CAO to be the head 
of the public body, rather than 
an elected official,” the commis-
sioner’s office explained. 

The district’s proposed tem-
plate on privacy and information 
includes a form through which 
trustees can request files that 
aren’t readily available. The appli-
cant will list what they want to see 
as well as the reason for it. Such 
forms will either go to Peat or Fire 
Chief Arjuna George for approval, 
according to the type of informa-
tion requested.

If the request is denied, Peat 
said the trustee will have the abil-
ity to bring an appeal to the board 
as a whole so that employees do 
not have the final word. He has 
not yet made a recommendation 
on whether the request forms will 
themselves become public docu-
ments. 

ConsErVatIon

Coastal Douglas fir zone gains new protection measures
Gulf Islands Crown lands 
included in provincial plan

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Areas of Crown land on Salt Spring Island 
featuring the coastal Douglas fir bioclimatic 
zone are set to receive a new level of protec-
tion through a provincial initiative.

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural Develop-
ment has proposed establishing areas for 
the conservation of the CDF moist maritime 
zone (CDFmm) through the protection of 
1,125 hectares. The project has won approv-

al from the Islands Trust, which relinquished 
its notation of interest in Crown lands found 
on Salt Spring to facilitate the program. 

The provincial legislative amendment also 
protects parcels on Gabriola and Galiano 
islands.

Speaking to the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee in December, LTC member and 
Islands Trust Council chair Peter Luckham 
noted the Trust has been working with the 
province for some years on the project.

“From a conservation perspective, it’s pro-
tecting that delicate ecosystem that mostly 
only exists on the Gulf Islands, which seems 
like a good idea,” Luckham observed. 

The extra level of protection will ensure 

the province does not grant forestry licences 
in the mapped areas, and bans unauthor-
ized motorized trails. It also ensures connec-
tivity with lands already in protection such 
as parks and nature reserves. 

Existing walking trails will be permitted to 
continue, and new ones will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis. A maximum of up to 
five per cent of the area of each section may 
be disturbed for things like roads or danger-
ous tree removal if there is no other practical 
option.

On Salt Spring, the new CDF protected 
zones include the western side of Cusheon 
Lake and parts of Mount Sullivan, Mount 
Bruce and Mount Tuam. The Islands Trust 

has encouraged additional action under the 
program. 

“We strongly recommend that the Min-
istry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development extend 
this level of protection to other Crown lands 
on islands within the south coast region, 
including the Chilliwack and Sunshine Coast 
Forest Districts,” Luckham wrote in a Jan. 12 
letter to ministry staff. “These districts con-
tain important CDF areas that should also be 
conserved under the land use order. In addi-
tion, important CDFmm habitats on large 
Lasqueti Island Crown land parcels were 
notably absent and we would be in favour of 
their inclusion in the land use order.”

Salt Spring fire trustee Howard 
Baker, who wants more access to 
fire district information.
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NOTICE
GALIANO ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
GL-TUP-2017.4

NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will 
be considering a resolution allowing for the issuance of a Temporary Use 
Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.  The proposed 
permit would apply to Lot 25, District lot 15, Galiano Island, Cowichan 
District, Plan 22765 – 65 Sticks Allison Road. 

The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit a 
“commercial vacation rental” in the dwelling unit on the subject property. 
The establishment of the temporary use would be subject to a number of 
conditions specified in the permit.  The permit would be issued for up to 
three years and the owner may apply to the Galiano Island Local Trust 
Committee to have it renewed once for up to an additional three years.

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following 
sketch:

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust 
Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8, between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory 
Holidays, commencing January 22, 2018 and up to and including February 
2, 2018.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494(1) 
(a) of the Local Government Act, additional copies of the Proposed Permit 
may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Galiano Island, B.C., 
commencing January 22, 2018.  

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Rob Milne, Island Planner at 
(250) 405-5177, for Toll Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In 
Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by fax (250) 
405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca, before 4:30 p.m., 
February 2, 2018.   The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee may consider 
a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular 
business meeting starting at 12:30pm, February 5, 2018, at the North 
Community Hall, 20925 Porlier Pass Road, Galiano Island, BC.

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments 
made in response to this notice will also be available for public review.

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario
Deputy Secretary

Former islanders evacuated

“The whole time all I could think was how 
grateful I was that my family was all together 
when it happened. We felt good with how it 
all went down: the emergency systems are in 
place, and the emergency responders did an 
incredible job, RCMP knocking on doors, fire 
trucks driving up and down the roads blaring 
their sirens. It was good practice for everyone 
and I know we will all learn from this experi-
ence and be even more prepared next time, 
but hopefully there isn’t a next time!”

Residents were advised to head to the com-
munity’s designated emergency reception 
centre.

Salt Spring’s CRD Emergency Program 
coordinator Elizabeth Zook said in an email 
that Esquimalt and lower areas of Victoria had 
been evacuated and an alert was sent to the 
rest of the west coast of Vancouver Island. 

The CRD recommends signing up for the 
Public Alert Notification System, a text mes-

sage-based warning system that alerts people 
when evacuations are necessary. 

“This event reminded me of how much 
more we need to prepare as individuals and 
as a community,” said Zook. 

BC Ferries did not plan on suspending any 
trips Tuesday since the earthquake happened 
during the middle of the night and the warn-
ing was cancelled before any scheduled sail-
ings. Since most of the area covered by BC 
Ferries is between Vancouver Island and the 
mainland, the most they would see would be 
a rise in sea levels. 

BC Ferries executive director of public 
affairs Deborah Marshall said “the safest 
place for one of our vessels would be in 
deeper water, so if there was that type of 
activity, the ships would head towards Geor-
gia Strait. It’s about 500 feet of water. The 
deeper water the safer you are.”

Salt Spring Fire Department posted on 
Facebook that Salt Spring was not in danger 
of a tsunami and reminded residents to have 
an earthquake kit ready in case of an emer-
gency.

AffordABlE HouSING

Doubt mars Coastal House proposal
Communal working 
housing envisioned

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A passion to create affordable 
housing for the island’s working 
community is powering Spring 
residents Fernando and Tami 
dos Santos, with plans to bring 
30 for-purchase units to Drag-
onfly Commons just the catalyst 
for new and diverse proposals.

Speaking to the Salt Spring 
Community Economic Devel-
o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  o n 
Thursday, Fernando dos San-
tos explained that regulations 
and referrals from the multiple 
agencies involved would like-
ly push back the construction 
timeline for the Drake Road 
community.

“I was hoping to build this 
year, I really was, and we won’t,” 
dos Santos said. “We’re at least 
a year away, perhaps a year and 
a half, which is sad because we 
know the need is now, not in the 
future.”

With the high need in mind, 
dos Santos said he hoped to 
accomplish a different hous-
ing project during 2018 that 
apparently doesn’t require any 
rezoning or special permits. He 
planned to take advantage of 
the lack of definition around 
“single family dwelling” to con-
struct a 24-suite building with 
one central kitchen on property 
he purchased on Eagle Ridge 
Dr ive.  However,  neighbour 
opposition to the proposed 
Coastal House is now casting 
doubt on the project.

D e b b i e  Ma g n u s s o n ,  w h o 
lives next door to the five-acre 
property at 304 Eagle Ridge Dr., 
spoke about multiple concerns 
she has with the project during 
the Salt Spring Local Trust Com-
mittee meeting’s town hall on 
Thursday. She listed the water 

supply, includ-
ing overuse of 
the aquifer and 
potential salt-
water intrusion, 
potential  sep-
tic pollution of 
the Long Har-
b o u r  l a g o o n , 
increased traf-

fic and noise, and potential dis-
turbance of First Nations arche-
ological sites. 

“I don’t really know the status 
of the project but I would hope 
that  Bylaw 355 could more 
clearly define the status of sin-
gle family dwelling — that’s a 
request, that it would be looked 
into,” Magnusson said.

“It’s  a very diff icult  thing 
to be speaking up against the 
needs of many people, so I feel 
somewhat  vulnerable,”  she 
added. “And I want to state my 
husband and I recognize those 
needs and we definitely sup-
port the principle.” 

A second neighbour, Daniel 
Rouen, followed Magnusson 
with the same support for the 
idea in principle but not the 
proposed location.

Speaking the following day, 
dos Santos said he was dis-
heartened by the neighbours’ 
adverse response. He had not 
foreseen any pushback after 
the high level of support he 
received for the Drake Road 
project. 

Prel iminar y  design plans 
for Coastal House drawn up 
by Donald Gunn show a two-
storey building with 12 suites 
on each floor, evenly divided 
between 300- and 450-square-
f o o t  u n i t s.  A  l a rg e  c e n t ra l 
kitchen would include individ-
ual refrigerators and storage 
cupboards for each unit, with 
shared cooking and prep areas. 

Dos Santos said he believed 
the site holds many advan-
tages, such as being on a bus 

route and close enough to walk 
to town for more active indi-
viduals. The stepped nature of 
the property means the build-
ing would not be visible from 
the road, while most of the five 
acres would be left as mature 
forest. 

The building site itself is level 
and sunny. Dos Santos said 
this last point was a “must” in 
his view, as he wouldn’t build 
housing on a property that he 
wouldn’t want to live on him-
self. 

“My objective here is to try to 
do something positive for the 
community. The objective is to 
do something here that makes 
it a better place,” dos Santos 
said. 

The high number of units 
is necessary, dos Santos said, 
in order to build housing that 
is actually affordable for the 
young working demographic 
making $15 to $20 per hour. It’s 
possible that someone making 
just $12 could afford the small-
er unit at the current  proposed 
density. 

“ The water  s i tuat ion can 
definitely be managed,” dos 
Santos said, adding in his view 
water is not the real reason 
neighbours are opposing the 
project.

“Their primary concern is 
they don’t want it in their neigh-
bourhood, which is fair. The fact 
that they’re concerned about it 
concerns me. I’m not trying to 
hurt anybody,” he said.

Dos Santos is now looking for 
a property closer to the Ganges 
core where he could transfer his 
Coastal House plans, although 
that might not be possible. He 
also has some other innovative 
ideas in the works.

“I want it to fit. I want it to feel 
comfortable in that neighbour-
hood — and I want the people 
who move in to feel comfort-
able,” dos Santos said. 

Photo bY ChRiStiNA MARShAll 

dIAloGuE: Penelakut Nation member Myrus James, left, takes his turn at the mic, 
with, from left, August and laura Sylvester (Penelakut) and Eric Pelkey (tsawout) listening 
along with audience members at a Salt Spring library event called Since time immemo-
rial. Penelakut and tsawout guests spoke about their peoples’ continuous presence on 
and connection to the Gulf islands. A related photo exhibit is currently on display as well.

TSuNAMI 
continued from 1

fErNANdO 
dOs sANTOs
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HousInG

Water system approval 
process explored at LTC
Housing proponents get 
creative in face of moratorium

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Demonstrating a sustainable water sup-
ply has proven to be the single biggest hur-
dle when it comes to building multi-family 
housing developments on Salt Spring, as 
new connections to North Salt Spring Water-
works have been banned, but alternative 
systems have yet to gain official recognition. 

During the past couple of years the issue 
has seen a Capital Regional District project 
on Drake Road take a long pause and a pro-
posed townhouse development in Vesuvius 
completely tanked. Island Women Against 
Violence’s expansion project at Crofton-
brook and the Dragonfly Commons proj-
ect on Drake Road are now in the midst of 
rezoning applications in which water supply 
issues are causing unexpected delays.

Speaking before the Salt Spring Com-
munity Economic Development Commis-
sion on Thursday, Fernando dos Santos of 
the Dragonfly Commons Housing Society 
explained how regulations around setting up 
community water systems were affecting his 
ability to bring 30 low-cost ownership units 
to the island.

“If you’re living in a rural area with more 
than four hook-ups to a single source, unfor-
tunately you become a water utility, and 
the standard that’s applied to that is analo-
gous to Vancouver or Victoria or anywhere 
else,” dos Santos said, noting the application 
comes with a $500,000 deposit and a raft of 
agency referrals.  

Capital Regional District director Wayne 
McIntyre said he spent two years on a 
small water systems working group for B.C. 
municipalities, which proposed simplified 
regulations for systems serving 30 or fewer 
dwellings.

“What’s evolved has become really really 
complex, at a very low level, and maybe it’s 
something on the political level that should 
be looked at,” McIntyre said. 

“It’s basically made it impossible to create 
affordable housing projects in rural com-
munities,” dos Santos agreed. “I think it will 
be changed, and I think it can be changed, 
and I’m certainly going to advocate for that.”

While Dragonfly Commons can supply its 

units with its groundwater source, the Crof-
tonbrook project proposes a combination 
of well water, rainwater catchment and grey 
water recycling. The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee is just one of the agencies that 
must decide whether that combination can 
meet water needs in order for the project to 
go ahead, with approvals also needed from 
the CRD and Island Health.

In a letter submitted to the LTC on Jan. 
16, IWAV asked the committee to move its 
rezoning application forward by relying on 
the other approval agencies to ensure water 
supply, including Island Health and CRD 
building permits, rather than asking them 
to provide detailed designs too early in the 
process.

Since North Salt Spring Waterworks, the 
island’s major supplier, is approaching maxi-
mum draw on its supply and issued a mora-
torium on new connections in 2014, the LTC 
expects to be grappling with the issue for 
some time to come. Planner Susan Palmer 
presented a report to the LTC on Thursday 
outlining all the different agencies involved 
in approving community water systems. 
As well, she charted the legislative options 
available to the Trust to ensure its water 
policy guidelines are met in multi-family 
projects.

Palmer’s report included three options for 
how the LTC might apply its policy of not 
increasing density in areas of water scarcity 
or poor quality for projects whose planned 
occupancy is lower than would typically 
be calculated per unit. For example, Crof-
tonbrook’s plan would meet the needs of 
the 78 new residents it proposes to house 
in small units, but occupancy rates calcu-
lated according to either units or bedrooms 
would suggest a much higher number. To 
complicate matters, the Islands Trust cannot 
dictate occupancy, just the size and number 
of dwelling units on a property.

The LTC received Palmer’s report for infor-
mation and approved a staff recommenda-
tion to include “a preliminary water study 
prepared by a civil engineer for proposed 
developments that rely on a community 
water supply system” in the list of materials 
required under the Development Approv-
al Information Bylaw, which is now being 
drafted. 

IWAV has requested its rezoning applica-
tion by considered at the Feb. 8 LTC meeting. 

sCaMs 

Reader’s Digest scam strikes
Menacing Revenue Canada 
calls also continue 

A Salt Spring woman who foiled an 
attempted scam wants other islanders 
to be warned and wary.

Brinkworthy Place resident Betty 
Taylor received a phone call last Mon-
day from a man purporting to represent 
Reader’s Digest in Burlington, Ont. The 
man said Taylor had won a $25-million 
Reader’s Digest prize and needed to 
provide banking information to him in 
order to receive the money. 

When Taylor said she wanted to con-
tact her local RCMP detachment to see 
if the offer was a fraud, the caller hung 
up. The phone number was 876-572-
8339.

While Reader’s Digest does run a 

sweepstakes program, people can’t win 
it if they don’t enter, and no finan-
cial information or advances would be 
required to accept a prize. 

Salt Spring RCMP personnel advised 
Taylor that the best course of action to 
take is to hang up the phone immedi-
ately. 

The Driftwood also heard reports 
of people receiving phone calls alleg-
edly from Revenue Canada threatening 
people with imminent arrest if they did 
not return the call. The phone number 
used was 289-919-5466. This kind of 
phone call is also a scam and should be 
ignored. 

The Salt Spring RCMP detachment 
cannot investigate scam incidents like 
these. See the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre website for advice and informa-
tion about scams.

PHOTOS COURTESY SSRCMP

MIssInG BIrd BatHs: Two colourful mosaic bird baths were stolen from outside 
the Fault Line Projects gallery in Grace Point Square sometime between Jan. 13 and 14. Salt 
Spring RCMP ask anyone with information about this theft to contact them at 250-537-5555 
or, if they wish to remain anonymous, Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. See the Driftwood 
website at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com for colour images. 

tECHnoloGY

Funding to boost internet link
Coastal 
communities in line 
for subsea cable

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Island has 
been flagged to benefit from 
a new federal/provincial 
partnership bringing high 
speed internet to rural and 
remote communities in 
British Columbia, but how 
that project will roll out 
locally is so far unknown.

A joint funding announce-
ment that took place in Van-
couver on Wednesday, Jan. 
17 introduced a $45-million 
investment that will help 
154 communities along the 
B.C. coast, including 44 First 
Nations, get access to new 
or faster internet.

“To be global digital 
economy leaders today 
and tomorrow, we need to 
invest in our broadband 

infrastructure. By partner-
ing with the federal gov-
ernment, First Nations, 
local governments and the 
private sector, we will give 
our rural communities the 
foundation to grow their 
economies with fast and 
reliable internet connec-
tions,” said Jinny Sims, B.C. 
minister of citizens’ ser-
vices, during Wednesday’s 
press conference.

The Connected Coast 
project will involve having 
3.5 million metres of subsea 
fibre-optic cable installed 
by CityWest Cable and Tele-
phone and the Strathcona 
Regional District. The City 
West cable is proposed to 
travel a route from Camp-
bell River to Prince Rupert 
and thence to Haida Gwaii. 
The Strathcona cable is pro-
posed to go around Vancou-
ver Island, with branches 
into the Sunshine Coast and 
the central coast region.

According to the list of 

the communities to be con-
nected, Salt Spring is set 
for upgrades in Fernwood, 
Ganges, Fulford and Mus-
grave. Saturna Island is also 
on the list.

Salt  Spr ing’s  Capital 
Regional District director 
Wayne McIntyre said Mon-
day that while the initial 
news sounded good, more 
information is needed on 
how communities with 
smaller internet providers 
will connect to the main 
cable. 

“Unless the carriers get 
involved they might not 
complete the last leg,” 
McIntyre said, adding he 
is seeking more informa-
tion on local infrastructure 
needs and how the CRD’s 
rural areas will be impact-
ed.

The matter will be dis-
cussed in more detail at the 
CRD’s next Electoral Area 
Services Committee meet-
ing in Victoria on Feb. 14.
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Wake-up 
call 
O

nce again an emer-
gency situation 
has illustrated how 
unprepared most 

of us are for events such as a 
major earthquake or tsunami. 

While the Gulf Islands were not included on the tsu-
nami alert issued after 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, most of B.C.’s 
outer coast was warned to expect some impact within 
a few hours and evacuations did occur in several places. 
A former Salt Spring family describes what they experi-
enced as residents of Ucluelet in the news story in this 
issue of the paper. 

A 7.9-magnitude earthquake off the coast of Alaska 
triggered the tsunami warning, but as experts later 
explained, the nature of the quake — with tectonic 
plates moving horizontally rather than vertically — 
reduced the likelihood of a strong tsunami occurring. 

Even if Gulf Islands residents were not included in the 
warning, at the very least, 
we learned that we are in 
B.C. Notifi cation Zone E for 
tsunami alerts. The warning 
was issued for zones A-D.

But more importantly, 
the event prompts us to 
ask how many Gulf Islands 
residents living close to the 
shoreline would have been 

ready to evacuate with a grab-and-go bag and knowl-
edge of where their islands’ emergency reception cen-
tres are located?

In order to ensure as many people as possible are up 
to speed in an emergency, the Capital Regional District is 
urging people to sign up for the Public Alert Notifi cation 
System. It can call a home or cell phone, send a text or 
an email containing alerts and instructions about what 
to do, depending on the nature of the disaster. The sys-
tem has been set up specifi cally for CRD electoral area 
residents, so those on Salt Spring, the Gulf Islands and 
Juan de Fuca region. Sign-up can be done at www.crd.
bc.ca/pans. 

For people who have not already done so, registering 
with one’s neighbourhood POD program is also essen-
tial. Part of the CRD emergency program, being includ-
ed in a POD is the best way to be and stay informed in 
the event of an emergency, and to receive help if needed. 
For Salt Spring, send an email to deputy emergency 
coordinator Laurel Hanley at ssidepc@crd.bc.ca or 
phone 250-537-1220 for information on how to become 
part of a neighbourhood POD. 

Tuesday’s tsunami that did not materialize was the 
best kind of wake-up call. Let’s make sure we heed it.

Protection urged for wild salmon
Despite massive winter storms, corporate intimidation and 

multiple legal challenges for the last 154 days, members of the 
Kwakwaka’wakw Indigenous Nations of the Broughton Archipelago 
are continuing to take turns occupying and monitoring the contro-
versial Atlantic open-net cage feedlots in the territories east of Alert 
Bay on northern Vancouver Island. 

The Mamalilikala, ‘Namgis, Ławit’sis, Da’naxda’xw, Ma’amtagila 
and four tribes of the Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw came together 
in August 2017 to protect the various species of keystone Pacifi c wild 
salmon by taking direct action against at least 24 feedlots which have 
continued to operate without their consent for the last 30 years. 

The occupations of Swanson Island, led by Hereditary Chief Ear-
nest Alfred, and Midsummer “fi sh” farms, led by Kwak’wula women 
Molina Dawson and Karissa Glendale  began a few short weeks after 
Canada celebrated the 150th anniversary of confederation, marked 
by the commitment of federal and provincial governments calling 
for a new era of nation-to-nation relationships and reconciliation 
with Indigenous peoples. Both provincial and federal governments 
have offi cially endorsed of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People, which upholds the authority of Indig-
enous people to free, prior and informed consent regarding use of 
land or resources within their territories.

Independent biologist Dr. Alexandra Morton has been study-
ing the impacts of farmed salmon on wild salmon populations for 
decades, and says the feedlots found along migratory routes pose an 
untenable threat to the wild fi shery.  

With fi sh farm tenures up for renewal in June 2018, many hope the 
NDP will make good on a promise made on the campaign trail and 
take action to allow wild salmon to rebound to stable numbers. “Any 
strategy for aquaculture must put a priority on the protection of wild 

salmon, collaborate with First Nations and acknowledge their inter-
ests,” read a statement from Horgan’s offi ce posted online.

Premier John Horgan and several NDP ministers are meeting 
on Jan. 30 in Vancouver with elected and hereditary leaders from 
eight Kwakwaka’wakw Nations who are united in their longstanding 
opposition to open-net cage feedlots. Once again local Indigenous 
leaders will share their longstanding opposition to open-net fi sh 
farms on their collective territories, and call for the removal of the 
feedlots operating without consent on their territories.

The blatant disregard for the health of coastal marine species and 
ecosystems demonstrated by the growing operations of Norwegian-
owned multi-nationals Marine Harvest, Cermaq and Greig is unac-
ceptable. Up and down the coast, eco and sport fi shery tourism 
industries, commercial fi shing and the cultural identity, rights and 
indispensable food source of local Indigenous communities who 
are continuing tens of thousands of years of dependence on wild 
salmon are all negatively affected. 

Join us at 7:30 p.m. at the Salt Spring Public Library on Tuesday, 
Jan. 30 for a fi rst-hand account of the challenges, successes and 
complexities of holding down 150-plus days of occupation and 
awareness of the last stand for wild salmon. 

Another way to get involved is to phone or write a letter express-
ing your views on the upcoming decision by Premier John Horgan, 
whether to renew the fi ve-year fi sh farm leases in Kwakwaka’wakw 
territory that expire in June. Write John.Horgan.MLA@leg.bc.ca or 
call 250-391-2801. 

The writer is a Salt Spring resident who has been involved in the 
Broughton Archipelago occupation. 
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Erik Jannink
I feel unprepared. I’ve heard 
the warnings many times. I 
have no food, water or power 
reserves. Water is the main 
concern, then being without 
power is the next.

MarinE Bawlf
Totally unprepared. I don’t 
have a kit and I should have 
water. That’s only if I knew 
it was happening. I slept 
through this last warning.

lois HalE
Not very prepared because of 
procrastination.

Mary HugHEs
I’m prepared in that I live up 
a hill and have water, food 
and a can opener. I’m really 
glad I put a can opener in 
there.

BEn Corno
I would say I’m not prepared. 
My plan is to wing it.

salt spring 
says
we asked: How 
prepared do you 
feel in the event of 
an emergency?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

There are days, aren’t there, when living 
on Salt Spring is like being stuck in an old 
Disney cartoon? Blue jays squabbling out-
side the kitchen windows, hummingbirds 
fighting their tiny ferocious battles above 
the sugary feeder, raccoons in the bins and 
Bambi stripping your fruit trees of their 
leaves.

All we need to complete the scene is a 
Snow White, which on Salt Spring shouldn’t 
be that hard to find given the amount of 
white hair on this island of the chronologi-
cally challenged. 

Instead, we got snow.
I’m usually quite partial to seasons. Even 

winter has its good points, although for 
the life of me I can’t think of one off hand. 
Snow is quite nice in small measures, I 
suppose. Provided you don’t need to leave 
home and haven’t run out of coffee and 
toilet paper. 

My kids ski, and when they were young-
er I would run them up Grouse Mountain 
and sit in the carpark smoking, until they 
came off the slopes, rosy-cheeked and 
high-spirited from spending my money. I 
still have an internal debate every winter 
about snow tires and discount them since 
four or five days of inconvenience on Salt 
Spring, I figure, aren’t worth the expense 

and bother of buying and fit-
ting them. Then I get stuck half 
way up the hill towards my 
house.

Fall (or as I like to call it, 
“autumn”) is pleasant enough. 
Season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness, although it’s a bit 
hard to be mellow when most 
of your fruitfulness has gone 
to the birds. I wouldn’t mind 
quite so much if they had had the decency 
to take just a punnet or two and leave us 
the rest instead of drilling holes in every 
apple like a demented dentist. Our piti-
ful crop of cherries was never given time 
enough to ripen before a smug-eyed robin 
harvested them. 

For quite a number of years I lived and 
worked in Sydney, Australia, which doesn’t 
really do seasons. There’s a few dreary 
months between June and August they call 
“winter” but even they are warm enough 
to set Winnipeggers stripping to shorts 
and flip-flops. The rest of the year is sim-
ply summer. Sultry, sitting-on-the-beach 
summer through to screaming hot, sweaty, 
wishing-you-were-dead days around 
Christmas when you can leave your turkey 
on the front deck and it will roast itself. 

Deck the halls with boughs 
of holly, fa la la, la, la la until 
perspiration blinds you, but 
it will never, ever be truly 
Christmas. 

When I first arrived in Syd-
ney, a city that sees snow once 
a century, the colonial cringe 
was still so deeply embedded 
that the stores had snowmen 
and reindeers in the windows 

and some poor schmuck was paid to be 
jolly in a cotton wool beard, red felt suit 
and all at 95 degrees in the shade. By the 
time I left for Canada, the reindeers had at 
least given way to boomers (male kanga-
roos) and Santa could wear shorts.

One of my life’s greatest delights was 
leaving Sydney at the height of another 
sweltering summer and two days later 
arriving in Vancouver in the depths of win-
ter. There was snow on the ground and the 
carol ships were in the harbour . . . it was 
like stepping from a tandoori oven into a 
Christmas card.

It brings to mind a Greek neighbour I 
had in Vancouver whose little village in 
Cyprus, hearing how cold it would be in 
the winter, had bought him a “good coat” 
when he emigrated to Canada. He stepped 

off the plane from Nicosia in a natty knee-
length camelhair coat into a -43 Winnipeg 
night.

And so it will be spring soon enough. 
There is as much chance of me turning 
to poetry as there is to astrophysics — it 
was drummed into me as a lusty young 
man at the kind of hairy-chested all-boys 
school only the Brits could inflict on their 
children that poetry is the unhealthy pre-
serve of limp-wristed scribblers with too 
much time on their hands — but if I WERE 
to turn a bit, you know, poetical I like to 
think I might pen something like this one, 
inflicted on me 50 years ago by school 
examiners:

“O thou with dewy locks, who lookest 
down

Thro’ the clear windows of the morning, 
turn

Thine angel eyes upon our western isle,
Which in full choir hails thy approach, 

O Spring!”
Now, as then, I don’t have the faintest 

idea what Blake is on about, but it’s got 
“Spring” and “western isle” in there so it 
must be good, mustn’t it? And I know how 
much we Salt Springers like a good poem.

 
paulmcelroy@shaw.ca

Never mind that flash of winter, spring is nigh

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “i really have a difficulty 
when a gun is held to our head . . ..”

GEORGE GRAMS, SAlT SPRING TRuSTEE IN RESPONSE TO BC HOuSING

Get rid of 
mental health 
stigma 

I would like to thank the 
two brave young women for 
speaking out in last week’s 
informative health and edu-
cation feature (“ADHD diag-
noses unveil challenges for 
young women”). 

We need to chisel away 
the thick stigma attached to 
any mental health issue and 
implement much-needed 
systemic health reforms and 
education.

It took me a lifetime to 
consider the brain to be 
just as vulnerable to injury, 
disease, malfunction as any 
other part of our body; that 
it needed to be diagnosed 
and treated as such; and that 
the person suffering from 

such a condition is no differ-
ent than any other patient in 
our health-care system and 
therefore deserves the same 
care and respect. 

However, as it stands, 
there are the stigma and 
ignorance we as a soci-
ety must overcome. Con-
trary to having a bad back, 
migraine headaches, can-
cer, etc. we avoid address-
ing possible problems with 
the brain, which usually 
lead to a lonely existence 
in shame for the sufferer 
and the immediate family. 
Research, medical educa-
tion and resources are nar-
rowly focused, since it’s not 
openly talked about and/or 
acknowledged by our com-
munity at large.

I admit that the “aha” 
moment only came to me 
after members of my family 
were diagnosed with forms 

of mental illness. We experi-
enced the lack of knowledge 
and help within our health-
care system first hand (on 
Salt Spring). 

One psychiatrist has left 
our island, I understand, 
due to lack of support from 
Island Health. (Her husband 
had to help with booking 
and contacting patients, for 
example.) We recently had a 
murder that may be traced 
back to no help made avail-
able even after reaching out 
in desperation.

My own father suffered 
from depression and “social 
awkwardness” all his life. He 
was intelligent and of good 
physical health, yet finally 
in his 80s he gave up the will 
to live. Sadly, his diagnosis 
came way too late.
Vera robinson,
M u s g r a v e  r o a d

Keep bucolic 
feel of island

There is currently a rezon-
ing proposal before the 
Islands Trust entitled Crof-
tonbrook Affordable Hous-
ing. 

For those unfamiliar, 
Croftonbrook is a low-rise, 
20-unit housing complex 
for seniors and those with 
disabilities. It is located at 
the far end of Corbett Road 
(off Crofton Road, within a 
stone’s throw of the hospi-
tal). The proposed plan is 
to add 54 new units, 20 on 
existing R1 (residential) land 
and the remaining 34 to be 
built on adjacent A1 (agri-
cultural) land.

There is little to like in 
this Croftonbrook expan-
sion proposal. Although it 
is designated low income, 

proposed monthly rents go 
as high as $1,050 per month! 
Among other concerns, 
there is that ubiquitous 
issue of water supply; there 
are serious safety issues 
with imbedding such a large 
number of new units into a 
quiet area of seniors and dis-
abled; there are Indigenous 
concerns, egress problems.

My biggest objection is 
the proposed rezoning of 
agricultural land. The par-
cel of land in this instance 
is not under cultivation: 
it  is a thickly wooded 
area. Regardless of current 
use, these pockets of agri-
cultural land are essential in 
the maintenance of the rural 
aspect of this island. Rezon-
ing of this or any land with 
agricultural zoning will 
devalue adjacent proper-
ties and forever change the 
island’s character.

Of equal concern is the 
developer’s proposal for a 
three-storey, 34-unit build-
ing. Yet another slippery 
slope towards Salt Spring’s 
becoming the Honolulu of 
the Gulf Islands.

When I moved to Salt 
Spring back in 1988, it was 
indeed a charming, rural 
haven. Even back then, 
everyone was hugely opin-
ionated and every new resi-
dent had the “drawbridge” 
mentality. 

The island has changed 
considerably in these past 30 
years, but still maintains a 
lovely, bucolic feel. This too 
will be gone if we don’t stand 
up and fight. No rezoning of 
agricultural land. No three-
storey (or higher) structures.
Diane CLarke,
s a l t  s p r i n g 

THING

Paul
Mcelroy

and
anotHer

MORE LETTERS continued on 9
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Health care complex in Saanich North and the Islands
 Since my election last 

May, many of our meet-
ings in the constituency 
office have been about 
health and wellbeing. Sev-
eral important issues have 
been raised from people 
and organizations deliver-
ing health services in our 
riding, as well as from peo-
ple who wanted to share 
their personal experiences 
with our health system.

We quickly realized that 
we needed to have a bigger 
discussion and focus more 
of our attention on health 
care in Saanich North and 
the Islands. I felt it was 
important to learn more 
about the system serving 
our riding and how we can 
improve it.

To that end, we have 
devoted a lot of time and 
energy in the first month 
of 2018 to health care. We 
started by bringing over 
80  health-care  ser vice 
providers together on Salt 
Spring Island and in Sid-
ney to hear the challenges 
and some of the oppor-
tunities we might con-
sider. My intent of these 
meetings was twofold: to 
become better informed 
and to build/strengthen 
community networks.

Despite the complex-
ity of the system and the 
significant list of obsta-
cles, it is exciting to be 
able to connect people 
and uncover the solutions 
that are right at our fin-

gertips. We assume that 
h e a l t h - c a re  p r ov i d e r s 
all know each other, but 
that is not true. So, get-
ting people in the same 
room is a powerful place 
to start and I am thank-
ful that so many health 
providers took time out 
of their schedule to par-
ticipate.

As someone who does 

not come from the health 
care system, I have a lot 
to learn. The focus this 
month has  helped me 
understand the system, 
the people, the challeng-
es and opportunities and 
I am now confident that 
although there are key dif-
ferences between the Saa-
nich Peninsula and South-
ern Gulf Islands, the top 
challenges across the rid-
ing are largely the same: 
primary care (family doc-
tors and community clin-
ics), mental health, elder 
and youth care. Not sur-
prisingly, housing was a 
huge concern in all parts 
of the riding. A person’s 
housing security goes a 
long way in determining 

their physical and mental 
wellbeing. Healthy homes, 
healthy people.

A key takeaway from the 
meetings was that there is 
enough money in our sys-
tem already, it just needs 
to be spent more efficient-
ly. Clearly, health profes-
sionals need to be part of 
fixing the problems.

Interestingly, nearly all 
of the discussion focused 
on helping illness; clearly 
this is the focus of our cur-
rent system. We need to 
do a much better job at 
focusing on wellness and 
prevention. Redesigning 
our system to ensure peo-
ple are well will free up 
resources to better help 
those who are ill.

To continue the health- 
care discussion, we invit-
ed the public to partici-
pate in a community dia-
logue on health care on 
Jan. 20 at our constituency 
office where they could 
share their experiences 
and ideas of how the sys-
tem can be improved.

Last, on Jan. 24, I am 
hosting Hon. Adrian Dix, 
Minister of Health at a 
public town hall at the St. 
Paul’s United Church in 
Sidney. This is an excellent 
opportunity to hear from 
Minister Dix and ask him 
directly about health care 
in B.C. 

V i s i t  m y  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.adamolsen.ca  for 
more information.  

Elizabeth May town hall tackles range of diverse issues
By JAN SLAKOV

Maybe having our Jan. 16 town hall 
with MP Elizabeth May cut short by a fire 
alarm was prophetic: she went into poli-
tics mainly because of the inter-related 
crises in democracy and our ecological 
future, and the risk of losing everything 
to literal and figurative fires is very real.

But even in only one hour, Elizabeth 
covered so much ground! Town halls 
involve a report back from Elizabeth on 

her work and audience members getting 
to ask her about almost anything they’re 
concerned about. At this town hall, one 
constituent raised the issue of a new 
law which provides that U.S. security 
guards could detain people in Canadian 
airports. Elizabeth and her staff are onto 
it — Bill C-23. 

Another constituent asked about the 
railroad to Churchill; Elizabeth agrees 
it’s important, but apparently our fed-

eral transportation minister, Marc Gar-
neau, is failing Canadians here (as well 
as on the need to restore the Navigable 
Waters Act).

In contrast, Fisheries Minister Domi-
nic LeBlanc has shown genuine interest 
in protecting B.C.’s salmon from open 
net fish farms and in restoring protec-
tions under the Fisheries Act. But DFO 
has a long and terrible record and one 
citizen pointed out that DFO has been 
resisting a court decision that should 
require it to prohibit diseased fish from 
being placed in the ocean.

On the democracy front, the work 
being done Kennedy Stewart, Elizabeth 
and other authors of the book Turning 
Parliament Inside Out is already mak-
ing a difference.

I  expressed my concern that the 
“Canada Infrastructure Bank” the fed-
eral government is setting up may well 
mean that new infrastructure will be 
privately owned and operated for profit 
(at our expense). 

With increasing debt loads, how will 
we afford the “leap” to a new way of 
living that cares for the Earth and us? 
Elizabeth explained that it would be 
preferable for Canada to use its govern-
ment-owned bank for borrowing but 
we do not yet know whether or not the 
fears of privatization are justified.

And then she explained that if we 
want to fund the urgently needed shift 
to a benign economy, we can! With 
Trump having lowered corporate taxa-
tion levels, Canadian big business is 
clamouring for more “tax breaks”… 
but we forget; indeed even a member 
of the federal finance committee was 
astonished to learn from Elizabeth that 
when the U.S. economy was perking 
along very well, back in the ‘50s, the top 
tax rate hit 90 per cent. Naomi Klein 
highlights more options for accessing 
financial resources in her latest, per-
haps greatest, book, No is Not Enough: 
Resisting the New Shock Politics and 
Winning the World We Need.

The Site C dam was on many minds. 
Elizabeth spoke about opportunities to 
prevent it from being built, even now. 
It turns out that 30 per cent of Site C 
construction is being done by Aecon, 
Canada’s largest construction compa-
ny. However, if the Foreign Investment 
Review Agency approves its recent sale, 
it will no longer be Canadian; it has 
been sold to China’s CCCC consortium. 

Elizabeth has raised this concern in the 
House as under the terms of the foreign 
investment promotion and protection 
agreement with China, if  Canadian 
governments want to improve environ-
mental or other protections in a way 
that Aecon would claim was cutting 
into its profits, it could claim compen-
sation through the secret arbitration 
system set up under the FIPPA deal.

A couple of audience members are 
already making the “leap” to cleaner 
ways of living. Gary Gagne explained 
that he had to pay taxes (and tariffs) 
on his extensive solar array, while the 
fossil fuel industry still profits from 
incredible subsidies. 

Carlos Grooms explained that Cana-
da’s agricultural system is designed to 
favour industrial agriculture and his 
efforts to get permission to allow more 
people to live and work on his farm 
are meeting with roadblocks. What 
momentum is there for change? There 
is  B.C.’s  Agricultural  Land Reserve 
and also the local food movement. 
But Canada’s agriculture department 
is designed to export hogs, beef and 
other “agri-food” — raised intensively 
in ways that are often inhumane and 
terribly polluting.

Elizabeth is always grateful to hear 
of constituents’ concerns; she often 
underlines the relevance of her points 
in Parliament by explaining that these 
are issues that have come up at her town 
halls. And I think it’s safe to say most of 
her constituents are truly grateful to be 
represented by someone who works so 
tirelessly for us, her ultimate “bosses.”

If  you missed the town hall,  you 
can  hear Elizabeth’s Dec. 15, 2017 “end 
of session review” on YouTube.

The writer is a community member 
active in environmental and social jus-
tice causes.

MLA REPORT

Adam
Olsen

With increasing debt loads, 
how will we afford the “leap” 
to a new way of living that 
cares for the Earth and us?
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Public Hearing

Community 
Information Meeting
Thursday, 
February 8
4:00 p.m.

Thursday, 
February 8

Meaden Hall,       
Salt Spring Legion 
(downstairs)
120 Blain Road

 SALT SPRING ISLANd LoCAL TRuST CoMMITTee

PUBLIC HEARING 
Bylaws No. 487 and 496

OCP and Land Use Bylaw Amendments

Changes to agricultural policies and 
the regulation of farming in Rural 
Watershed 1 and 2 Zones 

5:00 p.m.

What are the bylaw changes about?

Anyone affected by 
the proposed 
bylaws. 

Bylaw No. 496 amends Salt Spring Island official Community Plan 
policies to allow the Local Trust Committee to introduce new farm 
regulations on lands outside of the Agricultural Land Reserve for 
reasons of water quality and environmental protection. 

Bylaw No. 487 introduces new regulations for farming in the Rural 
Watershed 1 and 2 zones. Specifically, Bylaw 487 will:
•	 Prohibit “intensive agriculture” in the Rural Watershed zones;
•	 Introduce a 15 metre setback for agriculture from the natural 

boundary of all water bodies in the Rural Watershed zones; and
•	 Make several additional minor changes concerning agricultural 

regulations.

How do I get more information?
Copies of the bylaws and other information is available at the Islands 
Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
excluding statutory holidays from January 24, 2018.  Visit the project 
webpage at www.islandstrust.bc.ca/saltspring/ruralwatersheds

A one hour Community Information Meeting will be held at Meaden 
Hall, Salt Spring Island Legion (downstairs) on the day of the Public 
Hearing from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to answer any questions the public 
may have about the proposed bylaw changes. Written submissions are 
welcome up until the conclusion of the Public Hearing.  

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

250-537-9144

enquiries?
Jason Youmans, 
Island Planner

driftwood 
publication date: 
jan 24 & 31

Coordinated water management approach essential 
By GEORGE GRAMS

As chair of the Salt Spring Island 
Watershed Protection Alliance (SSI-
WPA), I write on behalf of the steer-
ing committee to provide the com-
munity with a response to the points 
David Rapport raised in his opinion 
piece published last week querying 
the role and operation of SSIWPA 
and questioning whether the alli-
ance provides value for money.

Let me first state that a commu-
nity the size of Salt Spring absolutely 
needs a coordinated approach to 
watershed and fresh water manage-
ment. The Salt Spring Island Local 
Trust Committee investigated the 
options available to provide that 
management prior to seeking del-
egated powers in 2013 from Trust 
Council to undertake that respon-
sibility. The current SSIWPA man-
agement and operational structure 
was the most cost-efficient and 
timely of the options investigated. 
The others included placing greater 
dependency on private consultants, 
or of forming a CRD commission 
to undertake the role that SSIWPA 
fulfills. 

At the steering committee table 
sits all of the agencies that have a 
regulatory role in fresh water on Salt 
Spring Island. In short, all of the vital 
decision makers are there. Their 
efforts require them to be coordi-
nated and managed. The tax requi-
sition pays for that service through 
providing funding for the position of 
coordinator and other support.

Except as permitted under the 
Community Charter, SSIWPA steer-
ing committee holds all its meet-
ings in public and those meetings 
are advertised. We prepare and 
publish minutes of all our meetings 
and the structure and role of SSI-
WPA is fully described on our web-
site. We publish detailed accounts 
of income and expenditures and 
our study programs and projects 
are also explained in detail on our 
website.

The SSILTC provides the major 
funding for SSIWPA, which comes 
from a local tax requisition of less 
than $100,000 per year and which 
leverages at least that sum again in 
grants and in-kind contributions 
from the agencies that comprise 
SSIWPA. Our efforts to raise grant 
funding to reduce the burden on 
island taxpayers is constant and only 
yesterday I was advised of another 
successful grant application that 
staff made to the Real Estate Foun-
dation of B.C.

The faith that the provincial gov-
ernment places in SSIWPA is mea-
sured by the depth of its engagement 
in our work. We are fortunate to have 
both the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development and the Minis-
try of Agriculture represented on our 
steering committee. FLNRORD also 
sits on our technical working group. 
Both of these ministries have active 
projects underway that are crucial 
components of SSIWPA’s Integrated 

Water Management Program and I 
am advised that there has been an 
expression of interest from a third 
provincial ministry for a position on 
the steering committee.

IWMP is a project vital to our 
community, to our understanding of 
the sustainable limits of our natural 
fresh water resources, to harvesting 
those resources efficiently and eco-
nomically, and to eventually amend-
ing Islands Trust land use bylaws 
to ensure we do not overstress our 
fresh water resources to the detri-
ment of our natural environment 
and our community.

If the cost of funding SSIWPA is a 
concern, allow me to briefly exem-
plify the magnitude of financial and 
social costs to the island that are 
a result of not having a coordinat-
ed, inter-agency approach to fresh 
water management. Note that this 
list is indicative rather than exhaus-
tive:

• Islanders will no doubt recol-
lect the surprise we faced when we 
awoke to the reality in 2014 that 
the whole of the north end of the 
island was under a moratorium with 
regard to new water connections. 
That news brought to a crashing halt 
important initiatives on affordable 
housing and other developments 
that had already cost the commu-
nity many hundreds of thousands 

of dollars in feasibility studies and in 
preliminary designs. Some of those 
important affordable housing initia-
tives are still frozen, unable to pro-
ceed.

• In support of affordable housing, 
the SSILTC spent three years at con-
siderable cost preparing changes to 
our land use bylaw to permit sec-
ondary suites in a pilot area in Gan-
ges. The result of the moratorium 
was the disablement of that initia-
tive due to a shortage of available 
fresh water to supply the increased 
density. 

• Field work that the SSIWPA 
technical working group under-
took on St. Mary Lake potentially 
saved the community several mil-
lion dollars in what would have 
been exorbitant infrastructure 
costs. It was commonly believed 
prior to those field studies that 
phosphorus-causing toxic bloom 
in St. Mary Lake was a conse-
quence of the density of septic sys-
tems around St. Mary Lake and 
consideration was given to col-
lecting the sewage from proper-
ties around the lake and pump-
ing it to Ganges. The field studies 
undertaken by the TWG proved 
fairly conclusively that phospho-
rus run-off from septic systems 
was not an issue. Indeed, installing 
a sewage collection system would 
have added little value in terms of 
reducing phosphorus in the lake. 

• As well as the financial cost, there 
is an implicit social cost of a water 

shortage. Not only has it stalled 
much-needed low-cost housing, 
we cannot ease the burden of the 
homeless and destitute in our com-
munity by providing within Ganges 
a public laundromat and showers 
that they can use. 

With the support of the com-
munity, SSIWPA will continue its 
good work to ensure the root cause 
of such issues are identified and 
resolved and that similar problems 
and costs are avoided through the 
development and adoption of a 
comprehensive and detailed plan 
for managing fresh water on island. 
Preparation of that plan should 
rightly have begun many years ago. 
It began once SSIWPA was formed 
and its completion is dependent on 
information gathering and evalua-
tion that will take time. 

Over the next few weeks, further 
information on SSIWPA will be 
issued describing our work and its 
vital nature. 

We are thankful for the commit-
ment shown by the provincial min-
istries, by North Salt Spring Water-
works District, by the SSILTC, by the 
CRD and by the other participants 
who serve on the steering commit-
tee and on our two advisory groups, 
and we thank the many islanders 
who understand the necessary work 
SSIWPA is engaged in and who have 
registered their support. 

The writer is chair of SSIWPA and a 
Salt Spring trustee. 

InREsponsE

Don’t blame 
NSSWD

Peter Vincent’s letter last 
week leaves me scratch-
ing my head.  He writes that  
NSSWD should “rescind this 
crazy hook-up moratorium 
and give the ratepayers the 
right to choose an alternative 
water source.”  

Describing the moratori-
um as an ill-conceived, ham-
fisted, dictatorial proclama-
tion begs the question: Why 
do you feel the moratorium 
has been unjustified? What 
is the known sustainable, 
safe water-supply limit in the 
NSSWD system as it currently 
exists?  

To suggest NSSWD con-
trols the drilling of wells or 
catchment of rainwater is 
at the very least misleading 
and untrue.  Approval of a 
groundwater licence is con-
trolled by the B.C. Ministry 
of Forest, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and 
Rural Development under 
the Water Sustainability Act 
and regulations. CRD Build-
ing Inspection regulates 
proof of water requirements 
for a building permit. Island 
Health determines the speci-
fications for a water supply 
system under the Drinking 
Water Protection Act and 
regulations. 

To blame the NSSWD for 
being too dictatorial in this 

respect is presumptuous. You 
don’t have the answers Peter, 
and nor do I. The search for 
them has made remark-
able strides in recent years, 
however, as the 21st cen-
tury marches away from the 
mores, precepts and chal-
lenges of life as they were in 
the 20th.   
ROn HAwkinS,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Ease hurdles
The following was sent 

to Salt Spring’s Local Trust 
Committee and filed with 
the Driftwood for publica-
tion. 

Please expedite the appli-
cation process for El Loco 
Taco, including both the 
restaurant and bar planned 
for the site of the old Shell 
station. 

It is good to see a growing 
business proposing to uti-
lize that space, which has sat 
vacant in the heart of Gan-
ges for far too long. Please 
do not do place unnecessary 
and onerous bureaucratic 
hurdles in front of El Loco 
Taco.

I sincerely hope that 
the Islands Trust, work-
ing together with the CRD, 
will look for and find ways 
to encourage and assist 
new business ventures like 
El Loco Taco. Our elected 
officials should focus on 
facilitating good business 
ventures that are serving Salt 
Spring Island, rather than 
inhibiting them through an 

excessive regulatory process. 
As you consider the El Loco 
Taco application, please 
keep in mind that the vibran-
cy and economy of Salt 
Spring depends on enabling 
successful businesses. 
BRUCE CAMEROn,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Thanks to 
riding family 

On behalf of the Salt 
Spring Therapeutic Riding 
Association board of direc-
tors, we would like to express 
our sincere gratitude to Liz 
Anderson and Tony and Suzy 
McEwen for all their gener-
osity, enthusiasm and heart-
felt support to the riding pro-
gram over the last 17 years.  

Their unwavering com-
mitment to provide a safe 
and fun environment for 
individuals who have emo-
tional, intellectual or physi-
cal challenges has made this 
program the success it is 
today. Liz has stepped down 
as president and treasurer 
to focus her time and energy 
with her family.

The program will no lon-
ger be running from their 
property as of Jan. 31 and will 
be on a hiatus until we find a 
temporary place to run or a 
permanent home. Currently 
the organization is exploring 
several options.

Thanks again, Liz, Tony 
and Suzy, for your generous 
support.
SSTRA BOARd Of diRECTORS

MorE lEttErs 
continued from 7
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Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day” Happy Mothers Day! 
Serving Brunch from 8am until 2pm. Dinner until 9pm

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

MARIA LARIONOFF

DAVID HARDING

EUGENE OSADCHY

JOAN BACKMAN

Haydn  “Russian” Quartet No. 3
Shostakovich  String Quartet No. 8 
Borodin  String Quartet No. 2

Sat Jan 27th at 7:30pm
ArtSpring 100 Jackson Ave, Salt Spring Island 

tickets.artspring.ca

VettA ChAmber muSiC
SAlt Spring ConCertS  2017 - 2018
Joan Blackman Artistic Director

the ruSSiAn 
ConneCtion
“Fire AnD FurY”

FOLK CLUB 

Top-notch musicians at Fulford 

Old-time 
favourites and 
Victoria gem in 
performance

The Salt Spring Folk 
Club presents a double 
bill on Monday, Jan. 29 
at Fulford Hall with The 
Lonesome Ace String-
band and Carolyn Mark.

The Lonesome Ace 
Stringband brings “grit, 
skill and abandon” to 
old-time Appalachian 
folk songs and fiddle/

banjo tunes. Band mem-
bers are Chris Coole 
on banjo, John Show-
man on fi ddle and Max 
Heineman on bass. 

According to the folk 
club, “Together they 
bring a deep respect for 
the roots of the music, a 
keen sense of innovation 
to the performance and 
material and a passion 
for the sound that tran-
scends both. Since their 
inception in 2008 they 
have developed the kind 
of instinctual rapport, 
that only comes from 

seasoned musicians log-
ging many hundreds of 
playing hours together.”

The group is touring 
with a brand new CD 
called When the Sun 
Comes Up. 

Mark has performed 
solo and with many dif-
ferent bands over the 
years and now has a 
band of her own. Review-
ers have described her is 
a “literate but accessible 
songwriter” who has “a 
clever turn of phrase 
and an endearing ability 
not to take herself too 

seriously.” Mark’s songs 
combine elements from 
1950s country music 
with modern soft pop/
folk. She is a powerful 
emotional singer and 
her gigs are also known 
for their off-balance 
candour  and r ibald 
humor as much as the 
homespun tunes.

Showtime is 7 p.m. 
with doors at 6:15 p.m. 

Catering by Haidee 
Hart features delicious 
dinners and desserts.

Tickets are on sale at 
Salt Spring Books.

CONCERTS

Group pays tribute to Oscar Peterson
Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble at 
ArtSpring Feb. 5

The Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble is taking on a 
national treasure, and one of the greats, in Oscar 
Peterson. 

On Monday, Feb. 5, the ArtSpring Presents Series 
welcomes the formidable energy and spontaneity 
of Rémi Bolduc on saxophone, Fraser Hollins on 
double bass, Dave Laing on drums, and special guest 
pianist Taurey Butler.

“Born in Montreal in 1925 in the working-class 
neighbourhood of Little Burgundy, Oscar Peterson 
became one of the most important pianists in the 
history of jazz,” said ArtSpring’s marketing manager 
Jessica Beck. “As accompanist to the greatest jazz 
vocalists of all time, including Ella Fitzgerald and 
Billie Holiday, recognition of his awesome talent 
quickly spread far beyond his hometown.

“Known as a musician’s musician, Bolduc’s eclec-
tic yet eloquent playing style has put him at the 
forefront of modern saxophone mastery as one of 
Canada’s best jazz saxophonists. Acclaimed at the 
most important venues from New York to Paris by 
way of Geneva, Tokyo and Beijing, Bolduc captivates 
the audience with the dazzling virtuosity and stun-
ning maturity that have made him a most accom-
plished musician.”

Bolduc is known for his intensity as much as his 
precision, giving spirited performances and leaving 
audiences with his vibrant sense of passion for jazz, 
Beck said. 

“With his band, the Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble, 
he composes and plays numbers that convey his 
breathtaking precision, energy, and spontaneity, 
allowing his organic sound to breathe freely.”

Tickets to this show are available online at 
artspring.ca, or at ArtSpring’s box offi ce. The show 
starts at 7:30 p.m.; bar sales open at 6:30.

PHOTOS COURTESY THE ARTISTS

Lonesome Ace Stringband members, from left, Chris Coole, John Showman and Max Heineman.

PHOTO COURTESY ARTSPRING

Canadian jazz musician Rémi Bolduc.

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

CAPTIVATING: Dan Mangan, left, and Gordon Grdina play a 
stripped-down set at Fulford Hall on Saturday night as part of a ben-
efi t concert for Salt Spring Gymnastics. The small venue gave fans an 
intimate experience of music. A multimedia story is available on the 
Driftwood website at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com.
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Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 
organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Viva Chorale! artistic director Caroni 
Young, left, presents Salt Spring 
Community Services program 
director Annika Lund with a cheque 
for cash donations totalling $1,500. 
Money was raised at the choir’s 
annual Christmas Food Bank 
Fundraiser Concert on Dec. 15 at 
All Saints, along with three boxes 
of donated food. The choir thanks 
those who attended and donated so 
generously.

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 

The Lonesome Ace
Stringband

Carolyn
Mark

Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday January 29
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)    
Show starts 7:00

Tickets $25
available in advance at:

Salt Spring Books
Catering by Haidee Hart

rtSpring 
Presents

MON FEB 5 
7:30 pm | bar 6:30 pm 
Adults $25 | Youth $5 
  

Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble

BOX OFFICE 100 Jackson Ave | tickets@artspring.ca 

www.artspring.ca
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Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble

BOX OFFICE 100 Jackson Ave | tickets@artspring.ca 

www.artspring.ca
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theatre arts 

GISS senior improv team off to regionals
Southern island champs show 
early promise

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands Secondary School is looking to 
maintain its crown as national improv cham-
pion, with the senior team coasting to victory at 
the Southern Island Cup this weekend a full 100 
points above the nearest competition.

Coach Jason Donaldson said he was a little sur-
prised by the achievement given that just two of 
the six members — Amelia McCluskey and Kane 
O’Scalleigh — are veterans of the 2017 champion 
roster. Calla Adubofour-Poku, Jo Gaffney and 
Kahlila Ball are in Grade 10 and new to the senior 
division, while Philipp Klein is an exchange stu-
dent from Germany.

“It’s really exciting seeing them gel as a team 
and seeing a glimpse of their potential,” Don-
aldson said. “I kind of thought of this team as 
an investment that might pay off in a few years, 
but it’s happening now.”

Having shown initial promise during exhibi-
tion games played in December, GISS is now 
ranked top in the island zone. Their rivals at 
GP Vanier are in second place after winning the 
North Zone Cup on Saturday.

“They are a perennial powerhouse and I 
would say, the dynasty team,” Donaldson said 
of the Comox Valley school.

GISS will have the chance to face off with 

Vanier during the first night of the Vancouver 
Island regional championship semi-finals on 
Feb. 1. The tournament runs Feb. 1 to 3 at 
Victoria High, with the finals set for Saturday, 
Feb. 3.

Donaldson said the GISS team would appre-
ciate having fan support in the audience if they 

make it to the finals. The outcome will deter-
mine whether the team can win its spot at the 
nationals for the second year in a row.  

The GISS junior improv team also placed 
well at Saturday’s Southern Island Cup tourna-
ment, earning third place in their division and 
a spot in the semi-finals.

fIlm 

Heart of Shane Koyczan revealed in film 
Shut Up and Say Something seen and heard

BY THErIN GOwEr
S p e c I A l  T O  T h e  D R I F T W O O D 

The profound and moving documentary Shut Up and Say Something 
will be brought to ArtSpring on Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 7:30 p.m. by the Salt 
Spring Film Festival Society. 

The film centres on the alchemy of pain and art in the life of spoken-
word artist Shane Koyczan. 

Koyczan seized national attention with his powerful performance at 
the 2010 Vancouver Olympics opening ceremony. However, he already 
had a dedicated following of people drawn to the honesty and intensity 
of his pieces. He melds a deeply personal history of bullying, ostracism 
and family rifts with an unerring ability to choose the right words and an 
incandescent stage presence to transform the personal into the univer-
sal.

A similar transformation occurred during the creation of this docu-
mentary. Its seed was a film that Koyczan’s long-time friend Stuart Gillies 
started directing, about Koyczan’s life on the road and in performance. 
Much of that vibrant footage is retained. But Gillies and Koyczan wanted 
to expand the film, and needed a collaborator. 

Vancouver filmmaker Melanie Wood was interested, subject to some 
changes. 

“To me, it needed another level,” she said in phone conversation. “The 
reason I make films is to help people understand [the world] in a different 
way.” She emphasized, “I feel really privileged that Shane and Stuart let 
me step in and do it.” 

Wood didn’t want to make just another concert documentary. But 
Koyczan’s life (like her own) was full of mangled and severed family rela-
tionships, and she saw that the film could be about reaching out despite 
the pain.

“It’s very easy to fall into ‘us’ and ‘them.’ I’m suffering: They did it to 
me,” she explained. “But you have to do what you can to improve rela-
tionships. You can be the person to reach out.”

In the beautiful film that has resulted, Koyczan does just that, not only 
making the vulnerable first move to contact his estranged father, but 
allowing Wood’s camera to record the whole emotionally charged shift in 
family relationships that follows. 

When asked how she gained Koyczan’s trust, Wood laughs. “I don’t 
think Shane trusts me. I think he had to stretch well beyond his comfort 
zone to leave filming decisions to me and to trust a woman he doesn’t 
really trust. I really admire him for that . . . I relied on his trust in Stuart . . . 
When it became obvious that we needed to film the family in Whitehorse 
I said to Stuart. ‘We have to take Shane to Whitehorse. Make it happen,’ 
and Stuart got him there.” 

Koyczan’s art requires him to expose his pain and his deepest emotions 

repeatedly to the public. But that doesn’t necessarily 
equip him to be equally open with his family, espe-
cially his father.  

As Koyczan says in the film, “There’s a different set 
of skills that need to go along with this if you want to 
build something deeper.”

Among those skills are humility and acknowledg-
ment of wrong-doing, demonstrated powerfully by 
Koyczan’s father. 

“His dad is amazing,” Wood said. “He almost takes 
too much of the blame on himself.” But by steadfastly 
admitting that he did wrong that can never be righted, 
the father opens both Shane’s heart and his transform-
ing creativity. 

The last minutes of this film are an astounding trib-
ute to the power of love and hope, and the glory of the 
passionately spoken word.  

photo bY SAm WhARRAm

From left, Kane oScalleigh, Calla Adubofour-poku, Jo gaffney, philipp Klein, Khalila ball and Amelia 
mcCluskey in action at the Canadian improv games’ Southern island Cup on Saturday.
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  CINEMA

• Star Wars: The Last Jedi — Final two shows! The Skywalker saga con-
tinues in an epic adventure that unlocks age-old mysteries of the Force and 
revelations of the past.
•  Darkest Hour —  Newly appointed British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill must lead Britain through its “darkest hour” in the early days of 
World War II. Stars Gary Oldman as Churchill. Both the film and Oldman have 
been nominated for Oscars.  

  EXHIBITIONS

• Salt Spring Photography Club holds an exhibition in the lobby at 
ArtSpring through January.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Long-time Fernwood-area resident Bruce McPhee holds an art show at 
Fernwood Road Cafe from Thursday, Jan. 25 through March 17. A “meet 
the artist” reception takes place on Sunday, Jan. 28 from 2-4 p.m.
• Art display for How a Dream Became a Book, “7 Billion Angels 
Whispering We Love You,” by Kim Tebbutt (author) & Sarah Penhale 
(illustrator) runs at the Salt Spring Library Program Room until Feb. 2. 
Reception is set for Mon., Jan. 15 at 3:30 p.m. 
• Judy McPhee has photographs hanging in TJ Beans through January and 
February. 
• Gabrielle Jensen shares new work at Gulf Island Picture Framing. 
• Tina Spalding has paintings hanging at Barb’s Bistro.  

Wed.  Jan. 24
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Fire Board 
Community Consultation.
Fire board trustees will report 
on what was done, what was 
decided and what has been 
delayed over the last year, and 
seek input about what should 
be done in 2018. Lions Hall. 7 
p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Thu.  Jan. 25
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic.
Thursdays at Moby’s. 8:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Tiny House Talk with Kenton 
Zerbin.
Permaculture educator Kenton 
Zerbin gives a crash course on 
building and living in small 
homes, and touches on legal 
issues and rules of building 
tiny homes. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Salt Spring Poultry Club 
Meeting.
Topic is incubation and hatch-
ing, natural and artificial, with 
James Cuvelier of Fraser Valley 
Feather Fanciers. Farmers’ 
Institute. 2 p.m. Please pre-
register at windrush4669@
shaw.ca.    

GISS Safe Grad Burger Night.
GISS Grad 2018 fundraiser at 
Moby’s. 6 to 9 p.m.

Thu.  Jan. 25
  ACTIVITIES

Book Launch for Imprint: 
A Memoir of Trauma in the 
Third Generation by Claire 
Sicherman.
Book launch of work by Salt 
Spring’s Claire Sicherman at the 
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 p.m.  

Have Fun Learning Squash.
Drop-in introductory sessions 
at the new squash court at the 
golf club (805 Lower Ganges 
Rd) every Thursday from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Info at www.saltspring-
squash.ca.

Fri.  Jan. 26
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jessie of Arcadian Suns.
Indie, folk, rock and reggae at 
Woodley’s at the Harbour House 
Hotel. Every Friday. 7 to 10 p.m.

GISPA Music: Warmth for a 
Cold Night.
GISPA Music will present a 
collection of works from the 
first half of the year. It will be 
a magical night of solos, duets, 
combos and more. ArtSpring. 
7 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Qigong Workshop.
Led by Purna-Ma at Star of the 
Sea Centre for Spiritual Living 
and Practice (St. Mary’s Church 
in Fulford). 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Registration required through 
staroftheseassi@gmail.com.

Sat.  Jan. 27
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vetta Presents The Russian 
Connection.
Vetta concert featuring Haydn 
String Quartet in C major, 
Shostakovich String Quartet 
No. 8 in C minor, Op 110; and 
Borodin String Quartet No. 2 in 
D major. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Patrick Zelinski.
Instrumental music featuring 
shades of jazz, classical, folk & 
soul. Woodley’s at the Harbour 
House Hotel. Every Saturday. 6 
to 9 p.m. 

Mat the Alien With Andrew.
Interchill Records presents a DJ 
evening at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

MET Opera: Tosca.
Livestreaming of Sir David 
McVicar’s “smashing new 
production,” featuring soprano 
Sonya Yoncheva in the title role 
of the fiery diva and Vittorio 
Grigolo as her passionate lover, 
Cavaradossi. ArtSpring. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Death Cafe.
The international phenomenon, 
Death Cafe, returns to ArtSpring 
for another year – people gath-
er to have tea and talk about 
death. ArtSpring. 2 p.m.

Sun. Jan. 28 

 ACTIVITIES

Men’s Soccer.
Salt Spring Old Boys vs. Vic West 
48s at the GISS field. 10:30 a.m. 

Women’s Soccer.
Salt Spring United vs. Victoria 
Athletics. Portlock Park. 12:30 
p.m. 

Meet the Artist Reception.
Opening reception for exhibit 
by Bruce McPhee at Fernwood 
Road Cafe. 2 to 4 p.m.

Mon.  Jan. 29
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

SS Folk Club: The Lonesome 
Ace String Band.
Salt Spring Folk Club show, with 
Carolyn Mark as the opening 
act. Fulford Hall. 7 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

SSI Transportation 
Commission.
First meeting of 2018, in new 
time and location. Library 
Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m.

Music Bingo.
Every Monday at Moby’s Pub. 
7:30 to 10 p.m.

Tue.  Jan. 30
 ACTIVITIES

Coming of Age; Stories and 
Self-Reflection.
Joanne Epply-Schmidt leads a 
spiritual and self-development-
themed workshop at Star of the 
Sea Centre for Spiritual Living 
and Practice at St. Mary’s Church 
in Fulford. 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Registration required at 
staroftheseassi@gmail.com.

Have Fun Learning Squash.
See Thursday’s listing, except 
Tuesdays’ time is 10:30 a.m. to 
12 noon.

Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association AGM.
Annual general meeting at 
Meadowbrook Lounge. 2 p.m.

Tue.  Jan. 30
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Weavers and 
Spinners Guild Gathering.
At the GISS careers room. 7 
to 9 p.m. Bring your wheel 
or drop spindle. All spinning 
skill levels welcome. Help 
available to beginners. See 
saltspringweaversandspin-
ners.com

The Occupation.
An eye-witness account, brief 
history and future of the battle 
against open-net pen Atlantic 
fish farms in Kwakwaka’wakw 
territory, with Joe Akerman 
and others. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 7:30 p.m.

Trivia Tuesdays.
Every Tuesday at Moby’s Pub. 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Wed.  Jan. 31
 ACTIVITIES

Proportional Representation 
and How it Works.
South Salt Spring Seniors host 
talk by Bob Mackie. Public wel-
come. OAP Anderson Room at 
Fulford Hall. 2:30 p.m.

Book Launch: Precocious 
Twins – Crossing Literary 
Boundaries.
Nowick Gray presents two new 
genre-busting novels — Red 
Rock Road, Light Blue Sea, and 
The Last Book  — at Salt Spring 
Public Library. 7:30 p.m.

SS Film Fest: Shut Up and 
Say Something. 
Melanie Wood’s film is a deep 
sea dive into the emotional pain 
and poetry of Shane Koyczan, 
revealing new shades of his 
colourful personality. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

To watch the previews of movies visit our website.
901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Jan. 24th - 25th   
Wed. & Thurs. 7pm

Jan. 26th to Feb. 1st 
Fri. to Thurs. 7pm   

Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

152 min
Rating: PG

final 2 shows
125 min

Rating: PG

 National
Theatre
 Live

One Day Only 
Thurs.  Feb. 15th   
3pm and 7pm

Young 
Marx

Seniors Centre 
Thursday Lunch

Every Thursday at 12 noon at SS Seniors
Reserve by Wednesday at 250-537-4604

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522
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Carolyn Mark is opening act at the Salt Spring Folk Club on Monday night.

gul� slandsdriftwood.com/events/

Send your submissions to 
news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce.  
Published in the fi rst Driftwood 

of each month!
BROUGHT TO YOU BY PATTISON SUBARU.
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The Lonesome Ace
Stringband

Carolyn
Mark

Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday January 29
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)    
Show starts 7:00

Tickets $25
available in advance at:

Salt Spring Books
Catering by Haidee Hart
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communitycommunity

You can find it online at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget  
or request a printed copy by calling us at 250-405-5151.

Your comments will help the Islands Trust Council set 
its 2018 – 2019 budget at the public meeting on Salt 
Spring Island, March 13 – 15.

Please send your comments by February 12th in the 
following ways:

  Take our survey at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget

  200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC  V8R 1H8

  budget@islandstrust.bc.ca

We’d like your feedback  
on the 2018 – 2019 budget proposal

The Islands Trust preserves the communities,  
culture and environment of islands in the Salish Sea.  
Learn more about what we do at islandstrust.bc.ca.

We would like to 
take out an ad in 
the 24th and 31st 
January issues of 
the Driftwood

ADVENTURES 

Island vet to practise at world’s toughest sled-dog race 
Yukon Quest runs 1,600-km 
trail in under two weeks

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring Island vet will be travelling 
north to take part in the most challenging 
dog sled race in the world. 

Dr. Martin Randle will provide veteri-
nary care to sled dogs in this year’s Yukon 
Quest race, running from Fairbanks, Alas-
ka to Whitehorse, Yukon. The race covers 
the 1,600-kilometre distance in 10 to 14 
days. 

“It is exciting because it is one of these 
really dream appointments. Not only 
because of the exclusivity of checking all 
of these dogs, but it is arguably the most 
gruelling sled-dog race,” said Randle, who 
works out of Salt Spring Island Veterinary 
Services.

Starting on Feb. 3, teams will race across 
the Arctic landscape through extreme 
conditions. At checkpoints set up along 
the route for food, rest and veterinary 
care, vets check the muscles and bones of 
the dogs, as well as for other endurance 
injuries. They also have the option of 
removing dogs from the race if necessary. 

Racers start with 14 dogs on their team 
and must finish with at least six pulling 
the sled. Dogs are dropped from the race 
for many different reasons, often to avoid 
turning a small problem into a bigger one 
later in the race. These checks can happen 
at any time, depending on when the rac-
ers arrive at the checkpoints. Randle and 
the other vets will be on call continuously 
for the race, sleeping when they can. 

Mushers often have to deal with bliz-
zard conditions, racing in temperatures 
as low as -50 Celsius and through blinding 
snow storms. 

“For this you have to be dedicated,” 
Randle said. “It attracts a real hard com-
mitted focused type of musher. I don’t 
know how they do it, crikey!”

On the flip side, racers and partici-

pants often have breathtaking views of 
the Milky Way and the Aurora Borealis. 

Some events on this scale have come 
under criticism for the treatment of the 
animals. The Iditarod, a similar race held 
every year in Alaska, has a history with 
animal rights activists concerned about 
the number of dogs that are injured dur-
ing or after the event. There have also 

been scandals involving dog doping. The 
Yukon Quest’s reputation, however, is 
much better. The difficulty of the race 
attracts only the most committed and 
professional mushers who really love 
what they do. 

“I think it’s because of the thorough 
nature not only of the vetting, but also 
it attracts really high-class mushers with 
the highest of integrity,” said Randle. 
“Often the nucleus of the competitors are 
tried and trusted and well known within 
the local community both in the Yukon 
and Alaska. That is a deterrent from any 
foul play. It is a gruelling route.”

Randle became interested in the race 
when he went to watch it one year. He 
packed into the jump seat of a plane 
headed north and witnessed the excite-
ment of the race start. He also visited the 
kennel of one of the race’s luminaries, 
Frank Turner, who owns Muktuk Adven-
tures and Guest Ranch near Whitehorse. 
From there he was hooked. 

He has worked with sled dogs in the 
past both in England and in Nunavut, but 
never during a race. The biggest challenge 
Randle will face will be sleep deprivation, 
he said. 

“It’s such a challenging job in any case 
when you’re looking at an animal. You’ve 
really got to be spot on. That’s because 
there is so much at sake, not only the live-
lihood of the musher and the well-being 
of the dog, but it takes the dogs to their 
absolute limit,” he said. “I wouldn’t want 
to miss a problem and then hear that the 
dog has suffered as a consequence. It’s 
really about being on the ball.”

Randle leaves for Alaska on Jan. 30. 

PERSONAL GROWTH 

Ages and stages explored in retreat
Folklore, myth, sacred 
texts and more in 
one-day session

Islanders will have a chance 
to create a helpful  “cast  of 
characters” at a spiritual and 
s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t - t h e m e d 
workshop on Tuesday, Jan. 30.

Titled Co ming of Age; Stories 
and Self-Reflection, the day 
will be led by Joanne Epply-
Schmidt at  Star  of  the Sea 
Centre for Spiritual Living and 
Practice at St. Mary’s Church in 
Fulford. 

Epply-Schmidt is an Epis-
copal priest who has worked 
non-parochially for 18 years 
performing and teaching sto-
rytelling in schools, seminar-
ies, continuing education pro-
grams, adult prisons, as well as 
retreat centres and parishes in 
the U.S. and Canada.

According to Star of the Sea, 
“It is Joanne’s conviction that 
no matter our chronological 
age we all carry within our-

selves aspects of the three ages 
of  humankind traditionally 
found in literature and the oral 
tradition: the young innocent, 
the productive adult and the 
wise elder.” 

In the course of the retreat, 
Epply-Schmidt will tell stories 
from folklore, myth, “true” nar-

ratives and sacred texts that 
wil l  highlight the ages and 
stages of being human.

“In response,  we wil l  ask 
ourselves in what ways in our 
culture,  and in  what  ways 
in our own lives, we reflect, 
refute, accept, reject, embrace, 
subvert, praise and struggle 
with the images of humanity in 
these stories.”

Reflection will arise through 
conversation and in the cre-
ative expression of art, writing 
and movement. By the end of 
the day, each participant will 
have assembled a unique cast 
of characters who will  help 
them understand themselves 
more  deeply  and who can 
serve as inspirations, compan-
ions and wise guides as they 
make their way in their own 
lives’ stories.

The workshop runs from 9:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with registra-
tion required at staroftheseas-
si@gmail .com. Part icipants 
should br ing  a  bag  lunch, 
bottled water, a notebook and 
pencil. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Dr. Martin Randle checks a canine patient with assistance from Chelsea Shergold. Randle 
heads to Alaska on Tuesday to serve as a vet with the Yukon Quest sled-dog race. 

Joanne Epply-Schmidt leads a 
storytelling workshop.
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

From scapers to lock de-icer, snow chains, antifreeze 
and emergency kits, pick up everything you need to 
avoid bumps in the roads this season.

WINTER IS STILL UPON US!
Stock up now on everything you need

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

• Island wide residential pickup service
• $4.50 per bag; 

weekly or bi-weekly
• Convenient and hassle free

250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
Gulf Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com

Follow us on Facebook 

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

V8K 2V3 Canada

Ph: 250-537-9933 ext: 211   
CELL: 250-221-2419

www.driftwoodgimedia.com  
scommand@driftwoodgimedia.com

Shirley Command
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Personal Taxes
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
shakima@shaw.ca

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

The Wave Walker
Shaman-Healer 
Home energy enhancement 
with  smudging and drumming.

250-537-2154
CELL: 250-537-6249

pHilantHropy 

Norm Elliott cheered as ‘local hero’ 
Latest contribution 
is $200,000 to tennis 
association 

By ERICA ROSS
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

What does it take to become a local 
hero?

Obviously that person should care 
deeply about his or her community, 
and perhaps they would spend years 
quietly helping neighbours and other 
residents without fanfare or thought of 
praise. He or she would fill a need when 
no one else steps up to the plate, and 
give support that enriches island life 
for everyone.

That’s a perfect description of long-
time Salt Spring resident Norman Elli-
ott.

Over the years he has lent a help-
ing hand to countless groups and 
individuals on Salt Spring. He helped 
create the local skateboard park. He 
has assisted local businesses like 
Foxglove Farm & Garden to grow and 
expand. When the sailing club need-
ed to dredge its basin and rebuild 
all its docks, Norm was there to give 
them a no-interest loan. He also lent 
the club several acres of his property 
for months on end, for members to 
use as a staging ground for building 
the new wharf “fingers,” and he even 
supplied free electricity and beer! 
Salt Spring Sailing Club member Tay-
lor Devlin says Norm was “absolutely 
pivotal” to the success of their pro-
ject. 

Two years ago, Norm and his wife 
Diane presented the Gulf Islands Fam-
ilies Together Society with a donation 
of $200,000 to help purchase their 
McPhillips Avenue building outright 

and ensure their continued important 
island functions.

My experience with Norm came 
through construction of the Salt 
Spring Tennis Association’s indoor ten-
nis court. We talked about ordering a 
building from his Permasteel company 
for four years before we were actually 
able to buy one. In all that time, he 
never raised his initial price quote by a 
penny! And then he and Diane person-
ally donated $8,000 to the project.

These are just a few of the instances 
where Norm’s vision and heart have 
helped create a better community here, 
and there is more.

Our tennis club recently decided to 
add a second indoor court to our bus-
tling public tennis facility located at the 
Salt Spring Island Golf & Country Club. 
This is an ambitious undertaking for 
our small club, but Centre Court is busy 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., filled with singles, 

doubles, classes for the public, both 
adults and children, and our own 200+ 
SSTA members.

Norm heard about all the young 
people who are keen to play tennis 
and improve their skills. He was also 
pleased to learn that 36 of them are 
currently involved in their third year of 
after-school programs with pros Pete 
Schelling and Marjorie Blackwood. 
In fact, he was so impressed with the 
youth involvement that he has donated 
$200,000 to our project. We are so grate-
ful for this support.

Many in this community, from sail-
ing club members, skateboarders, ten-
nis players and young families, have 
benefitted directly or indirectly from 
Norm’s thoughtful generosity to our 
community. Is there a lifetime achieve-
ment award on Salt Spring? Or maybe 
we should establish one, and Norm 
could be our inaugural winner?

BooKs 

Timely topics among new titles at library
Maggie Warbey’s 
latest reviews of Salt 
Spring Public Library 
acquisitions

By MAggIE WARBEy
D r i f t w o o D  c o n t r i b u t o r  

Now  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o 
brighten the dark days 
with the latest books at the 
library. A lot of interesting 
titles appeared over win-
ter and they are waiting 
to be discovered. Both the 
non-fiction and the fiction 
shelves are ready for you to 
explore.

A collection of  newly 
published essays,  Nasty 
W o m e n :  F e m i n i s m , 
Resistance, and Revolu-
tion in Trump’s America, 
is  a timely reminder of 
what is going on south of 
the border and around the 
world. Taking the tack that 
misogyny, racism and xen-
ophobia have long been a 
part of American life, each 
of these authors relates 
these realities to what the 

election of Trump means 
to the lives of women in 
their part of the greater 
world. Each attempts to 
answer the question “How 
can the ‘nasty’ among us 
find ways to better the lives 
of those around us?”

Queer City: Gay London 
from the Romans to Pre-
sent Day is an eye-opening 
look into an interesting 
and overlooked aspect of 
London history. Using his-
torical sources and illus-
trations the author details 
both the negative and posi-
tive responses to queer life 
throughout English his-
tory. Referring to works of 
art, accounts, contempo-
rary resources, laws and so 
forth, the book traces the 
oft times sad and some-
times happy circumstanc-
es that follow the shift in 
social  out look towards 
non-heterosexuals.

You might never know 
what bit you, but Venom: 

the Secrets of  Nature’s 
De a d l i e s t  We a p o n  w i l l 
inform you about why it 
hurts. This truly fascinat-
ing read, well-i l lustrat-
ed with photographs of 
snakes, spiders, scorpions 
and other potential biters 
and stingers, will leave you 
informed and wary. The 
text covers issues such as 
cultural beliefs, remedies, 
cosmetics, scientific facts 
and historical records. It 
will  certainly leave you 
better informed and pos-
sibly less scared and safer.

Ca n a d a  1 5 0  Wo m e n : 
Conversations with Lead-
e r s ,  C h a m p i o n s ,  a n d 
Luminaries is an uplifting 
read that brings together 
insights, experiences and 
ideas from leading women 
in the Canadian mosa-
ic. Contributors include 
Elizabeth May, Julie Pay-
e t t e,  Si l k e n  L a u m a n n , 
even Kim Campbell. Each 
w o m a n  i s  i n t r o d u c e d 

with a beautiful portrait 
and then gives enlighten-
ing responses to specific 
questions about her life, 
achievements, goals and 
perspectives. This is an 
especial ly  f ine book to 
leave around any house 
peopled with gir ls  and 
young women. The posi-
t ive  outlooks and pos-
sibilities expressed by all 
of these women provide 
exceptional role models.

As always, the fiction 
shelves feature the latest 
novels and stories.  The 
Best American Myster y 
Stories: 2017 caught my 
i n t e re s t .  T h e s e  s t o r i e s 
run the gamut from kid-
napping, adultery, theft, 
intrigue,  murder,  serial 
killers and all the other 
twists and turns that make 
mystery and thriller two of 
the most sought-after gen-
res in literature. Each of 
these tales was selected for 
its entertainment value, its 
elegance and its readabil-
ity. And each one will hold 
your interest and make 
you wish for more.

PhotoS coURtESY SStA

Norm and Diane Elliott, whose latest community contribution is $200,000 towards a 
second indoor tennis court planned by the Salt Spring tennis Association. 

on thenewShelveS
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

Salt Spring Way Pilates
Reneigh Gerow
Pilates Instructor

Gentle Intelligent & Effective Exercise
Private Reformer/mat classes

320 Salt Spring Way
rengerow@gmail.com

250 931 5553
Find us on facebook

educatIon

SIMS parents donate as thank you
Hu family appreciates 
school’s education and 
diversity

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The parents of a Grade 8 student at 
Salt Spring Middle School are show-
ing their appreciation for the edu-
cation delivered there by donating 
funds to the school’s programming.

Hollis Hu and Vivian He, owners of 
the Salt Spring Island Fish Market, 
donated $500 to SIMS in December 
as a mark of regard for the education 
their son Hans has received. Hans 
has spent nearly three years at SIMS, 
his entire Canadian education since 
moving to the island from China.

“This is a very generous amount. 
We don’t usually get this large amount 
from our donations,” said school 
principal Keiko Taylor. 

Hu said it is customary in China 
for business owners to make dona-
tions to groups and organizations. As 
well, the country as a whole has been 
investing heavily in education for the 
past 30 years.

“I live here, and my family and I 
want to do something for the local 
education business,” Hu explained 
in a letter to Taylor. “Our donation 
is $500 Canadian; not much. It’s our 
heart.”

Hu said he felt it was lucky that 
Hans went to school at SIMS, as every 
teacher he’s had has been excellent. 
The way English is being taught is 
particularly effective, he feels. (Hans 
is already completely fluent.) Hu also 
said Taylor is much respected for her 

educational ideas, which include 
speaking out for people of colour and 
other differences.

While many people find it chal-
lenging to move to a small commu-
nity from a larger centre, never mind 
a place that is so completely differ-
ent in culture and environment, Hu 
said he is very happy to come to Salt 
Spring after living in Beijing for near-
ly 40 years. As he explained, the fam-
ily could have gone to a large urban 
centre like Vancouver or Toronto, 
but those places are basically the 
same all over the world. What Salt 
Spring offers in terms of community 

is unique.
“I believe a small place may be bet-

ter. It’s very different culturally — the 
people are nice,” Hu said. “Hans can 
enjoy really Canadian life.”

As well, Hans’ parents preferred 
the option of buying a small busi-
ness so they could be with their son 
every day, rather than sending him to 
Canada as an international student. 

Hu left it to Taylor and the school 
to decide how the donation should 
be spent. 

“I’ll talk to the staff and we’ll come 
up with something that can benefit 
everyone,” Taylor said. 

duplIcate BrIdGe

Three-way tie begins 2018 on odd note
Lots of room around 
bridge tables

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O n T R I b u T O R

Well, the partridge and 
other birds had flown from 
the pear tree, the danc-
ing ladies, pipers, leaping 
lords and drummers had 
gone home (with hang-
overs?), 2018 had arrived, 
the three wise men had 
brought their  gifts,  and 

duplicate bridge had start-
ed again on Jan. 8 with 
only four full tables sur-
viving the festivities. 

The wisest men this time 
were Jeff Bell and Prem 
Margolese, and then there 
was a tie for second place 
when Zelly Taylor with Ian 
Thomas scored the same as 
Catherine Gardiner and Ted 

Baldwinson. Third place 
was occupied by another 
Ted (Bartrim) and Trinlay 
MacPhee, and then there 
was a three-way tie for 
the fourth spot! It was the 
Oleh Mycyk-Brent Vick-
ers, George Laundry-Gisela 
Welsh, and Patricia Hewett-
Bob Morrisette pairs who 
got identical scores — most 
unusual.

On Jan. 15 there were 
again only four full tables 
and the  New Year  was 

well on its way with new 
results. This time it was 
the MacPhee-Bartrim pair 
well ahead of the pack, with 
the Bell-Margolese one in 
second place. Close behind 
was the Laundr y-Welsh 
partnership , and the fourth 
spot saw the return for the 
Ripleys, Judy and Bob.

Fo r  i n f o  a b o u t  t h e s e 
g a m e s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
George Laundry at 250-
653-9095 or  pastorale@
shaw.ca.

Ideas 

Interesting discussion reigns at Death Café 
Next event in series set 
for Saturday, Jan. 27 at 
ArtSpring

Salt Spring’s next Death Café will 
run this Saturday, Jan. 27 in the 
ArtSpring lobby.

The event is hosted by community 
engagement facilitator Anna Hal-
trecht and Pat Desbottes and Gen-
evieve Martini from Salt Spring Hos-
pice are facilitating. 

The free event, sponsored by Art-
Spring and Made in BC-Dance on 
Tour, runs from 2 to 4 p.m.

As always this is a free event with 
refreshments by donation. 

Haltrecht reminds attendees that 
no themes or speakers are used at 
Death Café, and there is no inten-
tion of promoting or developing any 
business or service. 

“At a Death Café the discussion 
is always led by the attendees,” she 
said. “We do not use Death Café as a 

vehicle to voice or advance personal 
views or issues. This contravenes 
the principle of not leading people 
towards any product, conclusion or 
course of action.”

The next Death Cafés are on Feb. 
24, from 2 to 4 p.m. and on April 
14, from 3 to 5 p.m. with a cemetery 
walk in St. Paul’s, Fulford at 1:30 p.m. 
on April 14. 

More information about the Death 
Café global movement is available 
through www.deathcafe.com.

BridgeTRICkS

pHoto bY ELizAbEtH NoLAN

Hollis Hu, left, presents Salt Spring Middle School principal Keiko taylor a donation 
cheque at her office on Wednesday, Jan. 17.



16 |  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018  people and community www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf islands driftwood

Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

To order key tags, please visit waramps.ca or call 
1 800 250-3030. When you use key tags, you 

help support programs for amputees.

The War Amps returns nearly 13,000 sets of 
lost keys every year!

“I want to thank the person who found my 
keys and called the number on the back of 
my key tag. I received my keys back from 
The War Amps today by courier. You guys 

are fast!” – War Amps supporter

The War Amps 

Key Tag 
Service

worKsHops 

Event for men delves into
healthy masculinity ideas
Free workshop set for Feb. 1

By Kim Dalton
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  d r i f t w o o d

Locker-room talk; consent; #MeToo; toxic mas-
culinity; Battle of the Sexes. These topics might 
leave us feeling confused, triggered, angry or 
curious.

What does it all mean, exactly? How do we, as 

Photo bY GAil SJUbERG 

of course it’s leVel!: Some island Pathways volunteers on the Partners Creating 
Pathways committee put a level on the new bench at the corner of Rainbow and Atkins 
roads to prove it’s only an optical illusion that makes it appear otherwise from a certain 
angle. the bench, built by committee member Donald Mclennan, complements the new 
amenity, as will a kiosk with an updated Ganges Pathway Network map that is in the works. 
interpretive signage will also be installed on the Atkins Road pathway and updated maps will 
be added to existing network kiosks. From left is Mclennan, Jean Gelwicks, harold Page, Peter 
lamb and Philip Grange.  Page is the oldest pathways volunteer at age 92 and also worked 
on the first PCP project 10 years ago — the path adjacent to brinkworthy Place on lower 
Ganges Road.  A PCP volunteer-appreciation event is set for thursday.  

ecoloGy 

Whale researcher gives
Lions Hall presentation 

trail and nature club
presents discussion of whale 
behaviour and conservation

By maRC KittERinGHam
d r i f t w o o d  S t a f f

Researcher Janie Wray will be speak-
ing at the Lions Hall on Feb. 1 about 
her research into whale communication, 
social behaviour and protection. 

Wray is the lead researcher at Cetacea 
Lab on Gil Island off the coast of northern 
B.C. The lab specializes in listening to 
hydrophone recordings of whale activity 
in the area. 

Hosted by Salt Spring Island Trail and 
Nature Club, the talk will give an over-
view of Wray’s research at Cetacea Lab 
– a small facility in the Great Bear region 
of the coast that, with permission from 
the Gitga’at First Nation, she started in 
2001 – as well as some newly discovered 
behaviour in humpback whales. 

“I will be talking mainly about hump-
back and orca and some on fin whales,” 
she said. “[Fin whales] are a new arrival 
to our coast and it is pretty exciting what 
is happening up there in regards to the 
population . . . and how they’re coming 
back.”

Whale populations on the northern 
coast of B.C. have been growing since 
2006 when Cetacea Lab started monitor-
ing populations. Fin whales are just one 
example. Humpback whales have also 
had a staggering rebound. The hump-
back population has gone from 42 indi-
viduals in 2006 to well over 500 now, Wray 
said. 

However, there is a chance that what 
they are seeing might not last. Marine 
mammals are sensitive to noise as well 
as changes in their environment. The 
current ban on tanker traffic in the area 
around Kitimat has given the whales a 
calm place to live. 

Whales are auditory creatures. They 
hear the same way humans see. Quiet 
oceans are ideal for them to allow for 
easier breeding, hunting and socializing. 
Currently, the waters around Wray’s lab 
are very quiet, making them an ideal 
habitat. If the waters get more boat traf-
fic, that would increase noise pollution 
and make it harder for whales to thrive. 

Wray’s hydrophone research has given 
her the chance to listen to and observe 
the whales in natural state: something 
that is increasingly rare for biologists.

“They’re very vocal. They’re very chatty 
interesting creatures. They’re very good 
at what they listen to and to imitate it. 
For example, now that these humpbacks 
have had a lot of interaction with resi-
dent orca, sometimes they start imitating 
these whales and we’re like ‘oh my god is 
that an orca or is that a humpback?’ They 
really are phenomenal when it comes to 
creating language.”

Wray has spent much of the last two 
decades in the company of these ani-
mals. Most whale biologists do their work 
in labs far from the creatures they study, 
only sometimes getting out and doing 
field work. Wray, however, has been liv-
ing in tandem with the giants, which has 
given her a new understanding of how 
they live.

“To be living with the whales on a daily 
basis 24/7 is a completely different expe-
rience than I’ve ever had, compared to 
going out once in a while,” she said. “Liv-
ing with them . . . that really changed 
everything for me in regards to under-
standing how they work as a community.”

The talk will also include discussion of 
Wray’s hope for a future with “an ocean 
full of healthy whales and how we can 
help make that happen.”

The Salt Spring Trail and Nature Club is 
a group of hikers, walkers and ramblers. 
Their monthly presentations are open to 
the public. Wray’s talk runs from 7 to 9 
p.m. next Thursday. 

humpback whales engage in “bubble-net feeding” off the coast of northern b.C. the lead 
researcher at Cetacea lab on Gil island, Janie Wray, will give a talk about whales in her 
area of study at the Salt Spring Public library on thursday, Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. 

“[Fin whales] are a new 
arrival to our coast and it is 
pretty exciting what is 
happening up there in 
regards to the population 

. . . and how they’re coming 
back.” 
JANIE WRAY
Cetacea Lab

humans respond? What are 
our roles, as men, women 
and gender-diverse folks, in 
today’s society?

Many people are looking for 
answers. 

Men who are interested in 
learning more about healthy 
masculinity and being part of 
a group of men who are dis-
cussing these issues are in 
luck. We have a special guest 
coming to Salt Spring for one 
night only on Thursday, Feb. 
1. The free workshop is for 
adult men, male teens and 
those who identify as male. 

R e m o v i n g  t h e  M a s k : 
Rethinking the Culture of 
Masculinity is a two-hour dis-
cussion-style workshop led by 
Tuval Dinner Nafshi. Nafshi is 
a sexual health educator and 
violence-prevention facilita-
tor from Edmonton. He spe-
cializes in healthy relation-
ships, consent, gender equity 
and healthy masculinity.

Spice of Life Sexual Health 
Education is pleased to be 
hosting this event with funds 
raised by the Come As You Are 
Committee, and with the sup-
port of local businesses.

The workshop takes place 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. down-
stairs at All Saints By-the-Sea. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. Those who bring a 
friend will get double entries 
for the door prize. 
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expert ADVICE 250-537-9933 or 
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 

To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Stress Relief Tips
Do you feel overwhelmed by 
demands and responsibilities? Early 
symptoms of stress is that your 
creativity drops. You become cranky 
and give less and less of yourself  to your whirl of 
activities. Recognize that you cannot please everyone. 
So a few tips which may help:
•  Choose a way to relax it may be listening to a 

relaxation tape  • Read a book  
•  Get more sleep  • Play music you like
•  Practice deep breathing and meditation to help you 

focus • Go outside regularly even if it’s just for a 
short walk  • Have a massage  

•  Keep your sense of humour 
• Take time to call a friend 
• Keep up your exercise class or your swimming, 

tennis, golf, yoga walking or running 
• Everyday take time for yourself

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

Aquatic Centre

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Long defog time in the 
morning is telling you 
something

If it is taking longer than normal to defog your windows in 
the morning it is a sign of high humidity inside the car. This 
time of year every time you get in your car you are bringing 
in moisture on your shoes and clothing. While newer cars 
heating and air conditioning systems are set up to get rid of 
this moisture, it is still more effective to open the windows a 
bit when the inside of the car warms up. This vents the warm 
moist air out of the passenger compartment. 

If your floor mats have water standing in them dump them 
out. On a sunny day crack the windows open when the car 
is sitting in the sun, but make sure they get closed before the 
interior starts to cool down. 

Drive Safe, Gyle

      
Health

JONATHAN 
DAMONTE 

3.25” x 4.25”
The Most Common 
Complaints

People attend the Be Well Now 
Centre, an alternative pain clinic, for 
the following issues as their chief complaints:

• Chronic Pain  • Nerve impingement  
• Tendonitis  • Foot pain  • Reflux  
• Arthritis  • Anxiety  • Exhaustion  
• Sadness  • Insomnia
Our approach employs the simplest methods to break 

stubborn patterns of inflammation and guardedness 
within the structures of the body. Using a fusion of Bowen 
Therapy, a form of bodywork that relieves quickly, and 
homeopathic medicine we stimulate the body’s own 
ability to heal.

The expectation people should have is that the above 
conditions can be treated simply, effectively and quickly. 
They will feel that what was in the way of their recovery is 
now moveable and they can restore their health and vitality.

Be Well Now
Centre for Pain & Chronic Disease

www.bewellnow.com    250-537-8904   

Be Well Now
Centre for Pain & Chronic Disease

www.bewellnow.com    250-537-8904   

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Often sellers will say to me “I want to wait till 
my spring garden blooms”. Many, many homes 
have lovely spring gardens;  the better plan is to get the jump on the season 
and avoid undue competition as the listings supply expands later in the year.
By listing now, your residence will:
- stand out when it comes on the market on a day when there are few other 

new listings - buyers are waiting;
-	 possibly	be	the	only	listing	that	a	buyer	receives	instant	email	notification	

about, when listed this time of year;
- have a better position in the market - price-point wise, BEFORE all the 

new competition is available;
- many “last year” temporarily off the market (while owners vacation) 

listings, burst back onto the market in April & May...your listing can 
stand out more effectively - SOONER.
I sell many homes in January and February that may not have sold at the 

same price later in the year, due to better buys coming on the market as the 
spring progresses.  

This old adage is really true for real estate: 
 “Why Wait till Spring? - Do it NOW!”

Is It bEttER to lIst now  
oR waIt untIl spRIng 
aRRIvEs?

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 6

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

chAIRMAN’S
cluB

REVISE

lIfestyles

Tiny house expert to give Salt Spring library talk
Permaculture educator talks about 
pros and cons of tiny living

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  N E W S

Salt Spring Islanders will get a chance to 
learn about tiny house building and living on 
Thursday, Jan. 25. 

Permaculture educator Kenton Zerbin is giv-
ing a crash course on building and living in the 
small homes, as well as touching on legal issues 
and rules of building tiny homes. His talk takes 
place at Salt Spring Public Library from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. 

Zerbin lives in a tiny home himself,  and 
knows all about the benefits and disadvantages 
to tiny living. His course covers things like the 
pros and cons of living in a tiny house, the 
types of tiny homes, how to choose one that fits 
individual needs and the basics of construc-
tion. 

“Tiny houses allow a wide variety of lifestyles 
and life choices, which is very liberating,” he 
said.

There are many reasons to build a tiny home. 
Tiny homes are cheaper than traditional homes. 
They also have a much smaller financial impact 
on people, since they can often be built and 
paid for by the time they’re completed. This 
allows people to live without debt and have 
more freedom than they would in a more tradi-
tional house. 

“Not only do you have less building materi-
als, less square footage and you don’t techni-
cally need to buy land, you can build a house 
out of your pocket,” said Zerbin. “There are a 
lot of people out there who are looking at the 
financial state of the world and going ‘Do I 
want to work my whole life in uncertain times 
paying off my house?’” 

“You design your house to accommodate 
how you want to live, instead of designing your 
life around your house. Most people right now 
live for their house. They work so they can pay 
off their mortgage and heat their house,” said 
Zerbin. “Going tiny allows you to pick what you 
want to do with your life and how you want to 
interact with your world.”

Tiny homes have exploded with popularity 
in the last few years. However, municipalities 
have struggled to keep up. Often tiny houses 
lie within a grey zone in building regulations. 
They aren’t quite recreational vehicles, but 
since most tiny homes are built on trailers, they 
cannot be called a traditional home. In order to 
fit in existing bylaws, people often compromise 
on things that they want in their homes, or they 
build homes that are technically illegal until 
the bylaws catch up with them. Either way, 
something is compromised. 

“It’s highly particular to where you are,” 
added Zerbin. “You can be in one town and 
it can be allowed, and you can be in another 
province and not be allowed.”

There are other drawbacks to tiny living as 
well. For some, giving up things is difficult, but 
Zerbin says that living with fewer things also 
reduces the amount of stress a person feels. 

“People are saying ‘I can live with less,’” he 
said. “They’re realizing they’re disconnected 
and they’re saying ‘There’s only so much room, 
let’s clear out the junk.’”

Permaculture is a field of design that focuses 
on re-integrating humans into their environ-
ment so they have a positive effect. It includes 
things like landscape design, gardening, food 
forestry, composting and water management. 

“It’s a social and physical movement. In 
terms of how that looks with what I teach is that 
it turns into a wide variety of topics including 
tiny house design and building,” said Zerbin. 

“Tiny houses allow people to live aligned 
with their values.”

Zerbin’s talk on tiny houses and permac-
ulture is at the Salt Spring Public Library on 
Thursday, Jan. 25 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Seating is limited to 60 people. 

Photo bY KENtoN ZERbiN

interior of tiny home built 
by Kenton Zerbin, who gives 
a presentation about tiny 
home living and construc-
tion at the Salt Spring Public 
Library on thursday, Jan. 25 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
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DOUGLAS GARFIELD 
LIMBREY JAMES 

1924–2018

Douglas passed on peacefully in 
his sleep on the 17th of January. 

He is survived by his loving 
wife of 58 years, Joyce (Anderson), 
daughters Fiona (Ted) and Valerie 
(Peter), son Colin (LeeAnne), 
grandchildren Callum, Charlotte 
and Elizabeth, and extended family 
from Scotland and Cornwall. 

Douglas was born in London, England, to a Cornish 
father and a London-born mother. He excelled 
academically, obtaining his Ph.D. at Cambridge 
University in Physical Chemistry. His studies were 
interrupted while doing National Service for the War 
Effort. From 1952 to 1954 he worked at the National 
Research Council in Ottawa. 

While a lecturer at St. Andrew’s University, he 
met the love of his life, Joyce while Scottish Country 
Dancing.  Together they embarked on a journey to 
Vancouver where he had been appointed professor at 
UBC from 1959 until his retirement in 1990. While 
raising a family they had many adventurous holidays 
in alpine areas and rugged seashores. He also took 
his family to Scotland and England to explore the 
countryside, learn about their heritage, and visit family.

Upon moving to his Salt Spring Island paradise, he 
enjoyed landscaping, tending his extensive garden, 
exploring trails and creating new ones accompanied 
by his Corgis. Joyce and he enjoyed many vigorous 
walking holidays in the UK, Italy, Switzerland, Austria 
and Greece. His aesthetic sense was evident in his 
beautiful gardens, his cultivation of roses, his love 
of J.S. Bach, Debussy, and Elgar, his appreciation of 
English and German poetry, and art. Widely read, his 
passions were English literature, science fi ction, detective 
stories, philosophy, and religious studies. He was a keen 
Scrabble player, securing most of the triple word scores. 
A deeply devout Anglican, he served in many capacities 
at St. Helen’s in Vancouver, later as a reader and lay 
preacher at St. Mary’s in Fulford, and most recently at 
All Saints in Ganges. A quick-witted and caring person, 
he shared his many passions with his family, and later his 
grandchildren, all of whom he loved dearly.

We would like to extend our great appreciation to 
the exceptional care given by Dr. Ian Gummeson and 
the staff of Lady Minto. 

A private burial this week will be followed by a 
celebration of life at a future date. 

In lieu of fl owers, please donate in his name 
to Lady Minto Foundation, 

https://ladymintofoundation.com/.

MMarilyn Miller
January 12, 1953 - January 15, 2018

It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 
Marilyn. Born in Vancouver 
in 1953, Marilyn worked for 
financial institutions most of 
her work life. In 1989 Marilyn 
and her husband John, moved 
to Victoria. After 4 years in 
Victoria they decided this wasn’t 
quite what they wanted … needing their own real 
estate they decided to buy in Nanaimo or Salt Spring 
Island. Finding a nice 5 acre parcel of land, they 
moved to SSI. Marilyn quickly found a job at GVM, 
although she earned far less money than as a money 
market trader, she was much happier.

April 2000, Marilyn was diagnosed with M.S. She 
was most disappointed when she knew she wouldn’t 
be able to ride a motorcycle again. November 2005, 
Marilyn moved into the E.C.U. at Lady Minto 
Hospital.  She quickly made many friends with both 
staff and patients. The staff told her that her cats 
couldn’t move in with her but she adapted to life in 
ECU making friends with any and everybody.

Marilyn is survived by her husband John, sister, 
Joan (Doug), brothers, Dan and Ross (Pat).  

The family wishes to thank Dr. Paula Ryan, Dr. 
Katherine, the wonderful nurses, Melody, Jackie, Pia, 
Rebecca, and Jeanette. The care aids, nurses and Jen in 
the ECU & ACU were outstanding! Thank you to the 
volunteers, Leslie (crosswords), Lindsey (bridge), Dianette 
(Scrabble), and all the others too numerous to name.

A celebration of Marilyn’s life will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, please make a 

donation to the Lady Minto Hospital. 

NOTICE OF AN 

EXTRAORDINARY 

MEETING of the

Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association

Tuesday, January 30, 2018, 2pm
At Meadowbrook Lounge, 121 Atkins Rd.

There will be a vote on the 
new Constitution and Bylaws.

Greenwoods eldercare society
Salt Spring Island, BC

Seeking:   .8 FTE Executive Director

The Executive Director (ED) of Greenwoods Eldercare Society ensures 
that safe, compassionate support and care is provided to the clients and 
residents the society serves. Reporting to the Non Profit Society’s Board 
of Directors, the ED provides direction for all aspects of the organization, 
ensuring that policies, procedures, By-Laws, guidelines, financial matters, 
union contracts, legal requirements and practices of the Society. The ED 
demonstrates and encourages professionalism through the planning, 
directing, coordinating and management of day-to-day operations. 

Responsibilities include: 
•	 Demonstrating	an	understanding	of	best	practices	for	seniors	across	

a continuum that delivers community programming through to the 
highest quality, resident-centred care;

•	 Creating	and	maintaining	a	positive	and	productive	culture;
•	 Understanding	of	the	legal	and	political	climate	in	BC	(unions,	health	

authority,	Community	Care	and	Assisted	Living	Act	and	Regulations,	
and other applicable bodies) and ensuring compliance;

•	 Developing	and	maintaining	positive	relations	with	the	broader	
community, service providers, funders, physicians and the health 
authority;

•	 Delivering	strong	financial	performance	in	the	management	of	
finances; 

•	 Securing	additional	funding	through	grants	and	donations;
•	 Developing	and	monitoring	the	management	of	the	physical	sites.

See full list on our website http://www.greenwoodseldercare.org/

Qualifications:
The ED will have significant experience managing a government-funded 
facility, understand the challenges of Non-Profit operations and have 
a degree(s) appropriate for effective leadership within healthcare 
management or administration. 

GES offers a competitive compensation package, based on qualifications 
and	experience	that	is	based	on	the	Health	Employers	Association	of	BC	
standards, and includes a comprehensive benefit package. 

Please	send	a	comprehensive	introductory	letter	and	CV,	with	three	
letters of reference, 2 work-related and 1 personal.  It is requested that 
you include phone numbers and emails for your referees.  Please note 
that only applicants who are short-listed will receive a response.

Send resumes and supporting documents to:
Ms Brandy Borley,
Greenwoods Eldercare Society, 
133	Blain	Road,	Salt	Spring	Island,	BC	V8K	1Z9

Applications	close	at	12	noon,	Tuesday,	January	30th.	2018.	Please 
email brandy.borley@greenwoodseldercare.org for the full job 
description. 

Interviews are expected to take place in the third week of February.

IN MEMORIAM

DEATHSDEATHS DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

Advertise in the 2018 BC Hunting Regulations Synopsislargest Sportsman publication

Singers

LEGALS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer Employment/Licensing 
loss? Travel/Business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
Entry Waiver. Record Purge. 
File Destruction. Free Consul-
tation 1-800-347-2540. ac-
cesslegalmjf.com 

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE! 
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210-
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: CHAINSAW - 372 
HIGH TOP HUSQVARNA.  If 
found call Paul: 250-537-4660

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Driving School owner/
operator, Trail BC.

Trail Driving School (1999) 
Ltd. Voted West Kootenay’s 
best the last 8 years.      
Owner/instructor would need 
to have or obtain: Class 5 or 
higher license, excellent 
driving record, experience in 
severe winter conditions. BC 
instructors License class 5/7, 
ICBC approved Driver     
Education Course instructor 
licenses, be bondable. 
Priced well below assessed 
value at $24,900. Includes 
2013 Corolla, all classroom 
courses, materials,       
equipment. More info on 
“ imag inekoo tenay.com” . 
Take over date June 1,’18. 
Employment prior to that 
date.
Contact gfl eming@telus.net. 
www.traildrivingschool.com

HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT? Arthritic Condi-
tions/COPD? Restrictions in 
Walking/Dressing? Disability 
Tax Credit $2,000 Tax Credit 
$20,000 Refund. Apply Today 
For Assistance: 1-844-453-
5372.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
TRAINING

Online-based 43 wk program 
incls 8 wk practicum. Regu-
lated Pharmacy Technicians 
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals 
& $20-$27/hr in community 
pharmacies. Accredited by 
the Canadian Council for the  
Accreditation of Pharmacy 
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com  
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUR COMMUNITY Your Classifi eds
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D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) Pushing your interests and passions 
to the next level will become evident this week. Financial 
dealings and interests continue to play an important role. 
In fact, you may be pushing even harder; going for bigger 
stakes yet. Meanwhile, gatherings with friends new and old 
is a source of excitement and may clarify who you feel you 
are and are not.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Your ambitions are rising and 
deepening too. It as though all the sails are open and the 
torque on the keel is that much stronger as if pulling the 
boat a bit deeper. Your focus is strongly on business. Yet, 
there is also much to learn and it may prove wise to listen 
and observe more than express your own thoughts. Old 
tools, equipment and approaches are upgraded. 
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Circumstances are pushing you 
deeper to lay claim to access your reserves of confi dence 
and faith. Assertive and perhaps pushy people on relation-
ship fronts are pushing you to stand in your truth. You have 
something special you want to share and you want to do it 
your way. You will be diplomatic in your approach as long 
as your choices are fully respected.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) You are undergoing a cycle of 
change. Your career is a likely area of focus. Your direction 
and resolve may not be as clear as they used to be. This 
could throw you in on yourself to decipher who you feel you 
truly are and what you need.  This process is likely to con-
tinue for several weeks. Meanwhile, returns on investment 
are evident.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) New sparks of excitement on relation-
ship fronts are gaining your full attention. These are inspir-
ing you to take action. Aspects of your usual philosophy are 
getting a jolt, probably for the better but you are challenged 
to tune-in and cooperate. A learning curve is implied and 
could manifest as a prolonged curse of study or on the job 
training.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) Changes in your lifestyle are under-
way. You are awakening to the need for adjustments, per-
haps a string of them. Quick fi xes and schemes to shortcut 
the process will probably not work. This is a call to play the 
long game and focus to work more patiently. Make lists, set 
goals in categories of short, medium, and long and lay claim 
to your power! 

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) You are in a creative and perhaps 
inventive mood. Outer changes, especially on relationship 
fronts, are both a source of inspiration and instigation. Fi-
nancial interests are featured and are spurring you into 
action. Your energy levels are probably running high and 
you want respectable returns. At deeper levels, you are 
challenged to face your fears to access hidden reserves 
of power.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Things are shaking close to home. 
These are affecting your usual lifestyle rhythms. The pur-
suit of knowledge that began last month progresses to the 
next phase.  Research and perhaps an investigation of key 
knowledge and answers feel important. You want certain 
knowledge and answers so you can plan ahead and en-
gage the power of intention to work for you.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) A fl ow of new perspectives 
has begun to enter into your awareness. Fueled by desires 
to both access your hidden reserves of confi dence and 
faith and to express your convictions, you are taking new 
leads. Concentrating your focus and perhaps your prayers 
too, to create a miracle is your aim. In some respects, it may 
feel like you are paying debts or dues.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) A promising fl ow of resources, 
perhaps unexpected, are coming in now. Circumstances 
may be pushing you to know your direction and to be more 
disciplined than you have had to be for some time. Pushing 
through any lingering fears is featured. Making the most of 
friends and allies, both human and angelic, is your silent 
prayer.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) The Sun in Aquarius is a sign of 
taking new leads. These include new forms of knowledge. 
You are determined to push through resistance of any kind, 
internal or external. Although you probably have reason to 
feel optimistic, your journey may well represent an uphill 
climb. This will likely prove true throughout 2018, so pace 
yourself and persevere faithfully.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) A busy time behind the scenes 
is likely now. This includes inner work as well as external 
projects. You are excited to forge ahead professionally and/
or publically and a process of learning new skills is implied. 
Returns for past efforts are fl owing in and this will continue 
for many months. Hopefully, you have been diligent and wise.

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HANDYPERSONS

HANDYMAN WITH TRUCK  
available for small jobs,  
yard work, wood cutting etc.  
Call:  250 221-2045 for
Free Estimate

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FURNITURE

SOLID MAHOGANY Drop-
leaf Table 4x4 feet $500. 
OBO Call: 250 537-9774

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill - 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. FREE Info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-567-
0404 Ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDING SALE ...”REALLY 
BIG SALE IS BACK-EXTRA WINTER 
DISCOUNT ON NOW!”20X23 
$5,798 25X27 $6,356 30x31 
$8,494 32X33 $8,728 35X35 
$11,670. One end wall included. 
Pioneer Steel 1-855-212-7036 
www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

 WANTED TO RENT

Senior requires 1 bdrm apt. 
or cottage, prefer central. 
Call Kathy - 250 537-1184 or 
email kdry1184@gmail.com.

265 SOUTHBANK DRIVE 
Sat. Jan. 27th, 10am - 2pm.  
Tools, CD’s and lots more.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

www.sunstarastrology.com • sunstarastrology@gmail.com • 1.250.352.6871

GARAGE 
SALES

Invite the whole neighbourhood to your garage sale 
with a classified ad. CALL 250-537-9933
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recreationrecreation
RUNNING 

Weather cooperates for Cobble Hill 10K race runners
Sneakers maintain
sixth place

 
SUBMITTED BY SS SNEAKERS

On Sunday, Jan. 21, 11 Salt Spring 
Sneakers braved the gale-force 
winds, power black-outs, downed 
trees and rain on the island, survived 
a ferry crossing to Crofton and hydro-
planed down the highway to Cobble 
Hill for the second race in the Island 
Race Series, the Cobble Hill 10K. 

Miraculously, the skies cleared as 
the team arrived and with the excep-
tion of one sun shower fi ve minutes 
into the race, stayed clear and rela-
tively still for the hour it took the fi eld 
to complete the race.

Pat Peron led the Sneakers by fi n-
ishing 120th place out of 382 runners 
in a time of 44:44, a lifetime personal 
best, earning him fi fth place out of 
23 in the men’s 60-64 age group and 
95th out of 197 men.

The second Sneaker across the fi n-
ish line was Lise Fraser with another 

fi rst place of 17 in her women’s 60-64 
age group, and another personal 
best for the 10K and for this course of 
45:25, 30th of 185 females and 135th 

of 382 runners.
Janice Dickie was the third Sneaker 

to fi nish, earning a second of 15 in 
her women’s 50-54 age group with 

her time of 48:35, 55th of 185 females 
and 178th of all 382 runners.

Eric Ellis was the fourth Sneaker to 
fi nish. His 50:10 earned him a third 
in the men’s 70-74 age group, 136th 
of 197 men and 208th of the 382 run-
ners. 

Over the next 29 seconds, four 
other Sneakers fi nished within sight 
of each other. Eight seconds after 
Ellis, Eric van Soeren finished in 
211th place, seventh of 15 in his 65-69 
age group and 138th male. Seventeen 
seconds after Ellis, Greg Taylor fi n-
ished in 213th place with a personal 
best time of 51:40, a minute and 13 
seconds better than his best previous 
best time. His time earned him 14th 
of 23 in his men’s 60-64 age group, 
and 140th of 197 men. In 217th place, 
29 seconds after Ellis, Marion Young 
fi nished third in her women’s 60-64 
age group, 76th woman and 217th of 
all runners.

The eighth Sneaker to fi nish was 
Catherine Bennett. Her time of 58:04 
earned her 284th place, fi fth of seven 

in her women’s 65-69 age group and 
118th woman.

First-time racer Anna Ford was 
the next Sneaker to fi nish, her 59:01 
time earning her eighth of 17 in her 
women’s 60-64 age group. Eighteen 
seconds later, Julie van Soeren fin-
ished in a time of 59:19, ninth of 17 
in her women’s 60-64 age group and 
123rd woman. Karen Clark fi nished 
in 1:06:24 for 343rd place, seventh in 
her age group and 158th women.

Ten Sneakers fi nished in the top 10 
of their respective age groups, three 
earning medals and the others earn-
ing ribbons. Of the 17 women in the 
women’s 60-64 age group, Sneakers 
women earned first, third, seventh 
and ninth, while two Sneakers fin-
ished in the top 10 of the women’s 
65-69 age group.

The Sneakers remain in sixth place 
among the 43 teams competing in 
the Island Race Series.

The group’s next race is on Feb. 4 
at the Cedar 12K, the fi rst of two hilly 
courses in the month of February.

Sneakers at Cobble Hill, from left, front row: Marion Young, Anna Ford, 
Janice Dickie, Lise Fraser, Julie van Soeren.  From left, back row: Eric van 
Soeren, Greg Taylor, Eric Ellis, Catherine Bennett, Karen Clark, Pat Peron.
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HIGH SCHOOl BASKETBAll 

Close games at Nairn Howe basketball tournament
Vic High, Stelly’s take top spots

By GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

The 13th annual Nairn Howe Memorial Basket-
ball tournament went off without a hitch, except 
for one team needing to withdraw due to a lack of 
players. 

The boys team from Stelly’s in Saanich had to 
drop out, but not until topping the Gulf Islands 
Secondary School Scorpions 80-76 in double 
overtime in the first game of the tournament on 
Thursday.

GISS Scorpions boys beat Vic High 75-66 on 
Friday, then lost to Ladysmith by a 71-66 score on 
Saturday morning. The final game of the tourna-
ment saw GISS triumph over Edward Milne from 
Sooke 73-64. 

“Most of the games were close, so teams were 
fairly evenly matched,” said GISS teacher and 
coach Tony Mason. 

Vic High was the eventual tournament winner. 
On the girls side of the tournament, Stelly’s 

defeated GP Vanier from Courtenay in the final to 
nab top spot. 

The GISS girls team finished fifth overall, win-
ning their last game of the three-day event against 
Timberline from Campbell River by a 44-31 score. 

GISS Scorpion Cole Kerrigan and a female play-
er from Stelly’s won the three-point contest. 

Old BOYS SOCCER 

Donny Brown’s return powers 3-2 victory
Phone tree quality an issue

By FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Old Boys’ communications protocol 
failed its first real test on Sunday morning 
with confusion reigning amongst many 
of the players slated to start in the game at 
GISS field against visiting Cordova Bay 48s.

The power cut affecting part of the island 
meant some players were left “in the dark” 
as to whether the game had been cancelled 
or not.  

Fortunately most had been forced down-
town in search of breakfast (coffee!) and 
stumbled on the team warm-up. Cordova 
Bay had given advance warning that their 
numbers would be depleted and thankfully 
there were enough volunteer Old Boys at 
least to make the game viable. FIFA dictates 
there must be seven players on the field to 
start a game, so we were bolstered by Kerry 
Walker, Martin Thorn and Grigor Hope with 
manager Graham Tweddle having to take 
over in goal. Possibly a first for Tweddle!

Donny Brown made a welcome recovery 
from an extended injury absence and hopes 
were high that Old Boys could resume their 
winning ways after the disappointing loss 
of last week. All of our legal beavers had 
returned, and Cooper, Cermak and God-
dard, Haigh, Walker and ter Heide recov-
ered from their bouts of Aussie flu. “Steady 
as a Rock” Howe hoping for a reprise of 
his MVP performance in a Fritz Cinema-
worthy spectacle as Rocky II.

The speed that was missing last week 
proved instrumental in the opening attacks, 
especially down the right flank where 
Andrew Haigh and Stefan Cermak showed 
early promise with cross balls into the heart 
of the visitor’s defence, but several gaping 
open goals were spurned by the strikers. 
On the positive side, Tweddle had not even 
touched the ball in goal.   

Goalkeeper Henry Braak came bustling 
onto the scene mumbling something about 
“broken telephone trees being down” as a 
sort of excuse for his late arrival, taking up 

his usual position between the sticks, much 
to the relief of Tweddle. Tweddle gains a 
goalkeeping shut-out!  

A fine Sean Goddard through-pass on 
the left found David Toynbee able to cut 
back a pass to Mike McCormick all alone 
in front of the net only to shoot wide from 
six yards.

As is the way with the Old Boys, (regular 
readers are already mouthing the words 
that are about to follow) Cordova Bay swept 
the other end of the field and a misplaced 
defensive clearance found a central defend-
er, who floated a delicate shot over the 
stranded Braak for a 1-0 lead to the visitors. 

In the Old Boys spirit of helping our 
opponents, Tweddle swapped his goal-
keeper jersey for a Cordova shirt and both 
sides now played 11 aside with no subs on 
the benches. Not just satisfied with a shut-
out in goal, Tweddle then decided to change 
sides after the opposition took the lead. 

In a replica of an earlier attack, God-
dard found Toynbee, who passed inside 
to McCormick, who rounded the goal-
keeper to squeeze a shot before the cover-
ing defence. The score was tied 1-1 with 
McCormick atoning for the earlier miss.

Cordova mounted an attack in which 
a melee ensued within the six-yard box 
with the ball ending up in goal, but a foul 
on Braak sprawling on the ground meant 
the Old Boys escaped. Still pressing, Cor-
dova once again seemed about to score 
but Howe, that Rock of Gibraltar, cleared a 
goal-bound shot off the line which almost 
amputated his leg, such was the force! 

More attacks down the left flank saw a 
powerful shot towards goal whizz through 
the six-yard box with Haigh timing his run 
to perfection to side foot from six feet out to 
restore the Old Boys lead to 2-1.

Old Boys “volunteers” playing their part 
for Cordova saw Walker and Hope and 
successive corner kicks pressure the home 
defence but no equalizer resulted. The 
half-time whistle had Old Boys reasonably 
satisfied with the lead but several players 
rueing the open goal misses. Goddard, 

who had two very simple opportunities, 
had vented on field his frustration by vow-
ing to quit, but on sober reflection in an 
off-field interview expressed his desire to 
strive for victory.

The second half was mostly a replay of 
the first half action with Old Boys missing 
chances playing for both teams.  That Old 
Boys’ infirmity of panic in front of the goal 
saw a Cordova chance go amiss. Old Boys 
perform to character no matter the colour 
of the shirt.

With no bench substitutions the pace 
of the game dropped considerably. Some 
would say there was no real pace in this 
game of Over 48s right from the kickoff. 
Everything is relative! 

The game was still up for grabs, but an 
Old Boys goalmouth scramble after a pow-
erful Donny Brown corner kick pinballed 
around the mass of attackers and defend-
ers before McCormick added a second 
goal to seal the 3-1.

All credit goes to the seven Cordova 
players who made the trip and the four 
Old Boys volunteers who made the game 
tight right up to the final whistle,

Post-game discussion mostly revolved 
around who would get the assist for the 
third goal. There were at least six players 
requesting an assist but Haigh’s name came 
out of the cooler and will be duly noted by 
the team statistician, who was ostensibly 
attending the International Association of 
Survey Statisticians in Latin America while 
also trying to sign Diego Maradona (57 
years of age, so well within our cohort).

As important as the Maradona sign-
ing was the need for an improved phone 
tree and a discussion about why, given the 
unprecedented early Sunday morning 
pedestrian traffic, there were so few spec-
tators or fans? Was a cup of coffee and an 
egg sandwich more important than an Old 
Boys game?

With or without Maradona, the Old 
Boys face Vic West 48s at the GISS field at 
10:30 a.m., phone tree willing, on Sunday, 
Jan. 28.

PHotoS bY GAil SJUbERG 

Above: GiSS player Jackson Sweet takes the ball in Friday’s game 
against Vic High, with lorenzo lecchi at left. At right: lannette 
boland hangs on to the ball as Emily Smith is ready to receive it in 
the GiSS girls’ game against Carihi tyees from Campbell River. 
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