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TRANSPORTATION

Family bus
pass wins
support

Campbell
wins
Freedom to
Read Award
Local author honoured
by The Writers’ Union of
Canada

Commissioners side
with parent delegate

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring families who rely on public transit
to get around the island, or would prefer to do so,
will soon get a break on fares as long as they hold
some type of valid pass.
The Salt Spring Transportation Commission
completed its transit fare review exercise Monday
evening by voting to introduce the family pass
concept. This will allow parents who have a local
day or monthly pass or a B.C. Bus Pass to bring up
to two children along for free, as long as there is
space on board for all the passengers at the stop.
Children are deﬁned as ages 12 and under.
The fare adjustment recommendation comes
after a long campaign by island parent Jenny
McClean, who has pointed out to the commission on several occasions that the cost of travelling with kids is difﬁcult for many families. There
are no reduced single fares for children, unlike
other systems like TransLink in the Lower Mainland.
Speaking in a delegation to the meeting Monday night, McClean said the cost also provides
no incentive for choosing bus travel, as two-way
I already talked
fares for three people cost more than a car trip.
to Dan
about this
“It would be good for the Salt Spring
Transportation Commission to have a goal
of reducing
last
week...ad to
overall car use,” she said.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

SWEET!: Salt Spring BC SPCA staff Blythe MacDonald and Jerry Lewandowski hold trays

say

TRANSIT continued on 2

| people

of decorated cupcakes as Mickey looks over their shoulders. “Mickey’s Gang,” spearheaded by
Carolyn Walkner, created 650 treats for National Cupcake Day, a Feb. 27 SPCA fundraiser.

Christmas Sales continue.

Salt Spring-based journalist and
author Deborah Campbell has
been named the recipient of the
2017 Freedom to Read Award.
The announcement was made
Monday by The Writers’ Union of
Canada, a national organization
representing more than 2,000 professional authors of books.
TWUC presents the Freedom
to Read Award annually during
Freedom to Read Week in recognition of work that is passionately supportive of free expression.
Past recipients include Mohamed
Fahmy, Janine Fuller and Lawrence
Hill.
“I’m thrilled by this award. Freedom to read is so basic and yet it’s
under siege,” Campbell told the
Driftwood. “Writing, and a common agreement on the facts, are
threatened by the post-truth world
we live in now. We’re seeing international efforts to curtail freedom
of speech and the press, half of
reporting jobs have disappeared
since 2008, and we’re part of the
problem because we’ve become
addicted to gadgets that deliver us
free content.”

CAMPBELL continued on 4
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Upper and Lower Ganges area crosswalks explored
TRANSIT
continued from 1
The commission decided against
allowing up to four kids with one
pass as is done in Victoria because of
the small size of Salt Spring’s buses,
which hold a maximum 23 passengers and don’t permit standees. The
plan will be reviewed six months after
implementation to see if it is working.

Bus pull-out request
In other transit-related business
Monday, commission chair Robin
Williams presented commission-

ministry.
“If it’s a safety issue it has to happen,” commented Bill Coté, a new
commissioner who attended his first
meeting Monday night.

Crosswalks
On the transportation side of
the commission’s portfolio, Capital Regional District engineer Keith
Wahlstrom reported on ongoing
consultations that the JE Anderson
firm is providing on the North Ganges Transportation Plan, including
intersection improvements on Lower
Ganges Road.

One crosswalk is proposed to
cross Upper Ganges Road at the
current stop sign. Wahlstrom said
poor sight lines leading to a second
crossing over Lower Ganges Road
will rule out the original location for
a second crosswalk, which would
have been placed on the south side
of the intersection to connect with
the Harbour’s End pathway. Possible alternative locations include
a mid-block crosswalk that would
cross Lower Ganges Road closer to
Park Drive to meet up with the end
of Peck’s Cove Park.
Commission member Seth
Wright noted a crosswalk in that

RECREATION FACILITIES

BOOK
YOUR
SPACE
NOW!

section of the road could include
a pedestrian refuge/traffic calming feature, but overall he preferred
placing the crosswalk on the other
side of the Upper Ganges/Lower
Ganges intersection since the path
from Country Grocer into town is a
key foot traffic route.
“And intersections are a good
place to slow traffic down,” he
observed.
Wahlstrom said he would report
back to JE Anderson on the commission having more interest in a
mid-block crosswalk and the idea
for including traffic-calming measures.

gulfislandstourism.com

gulfislandstourism.com

BOOK
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SPACE
NOW!

ers with a plan to ask the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure to
create a new bus pull-out on FulfordGanges Road for the southward trip.
The difficult stretch of road leaves a
large gap between safe stopping places near the Jim Pasuta law office and
the intersection with Salt Spring Way.
“It’s been a long-standing problem
with the route,” Williams said, adding he was making the presentation
at the request of several users. “And
I just think it makes sense that on a
major artery we should make accommodation for the bus.”
The commission agreed to ask BC
Transit to make the request to the

Bike park concept piques PARC interest
Preliminary review and site
inventory approved
by GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Commission is on board to help a bike park group
identify potential sites for a facility on the
island.
At their public meeting last Monday, commissioners directed PARC staff to review the
concept as presented to them by Sean Mulligan and Elizabeth FitzZaland of the Salt Spring
Bike Club, and bring forward an inventory of
potential sites for PARC’s consideration.
Mulligan and FitzZaland said between one
and three acres of land would be required
to make a bike park. It would be a dirt-surfaced space where specific cycling skills can
be learned through professionally designed
technical features.
Mulligan is a parent who also owns the Outspokin’ Bike Shop.
“I’ve connected with a lot of families on the
island and they have consistently said they’re
nervous about their kids riding bikes on Salt
Spring,” he told PARC, in identifying a need.
Kids can practise their cycling skills at a bike
park, he explained, making for a safer experience on paved roads.
FitzZaland and Mulligan said the site would
need to be easily accessible, with parts of the
Super Saver
Rainbow Road Pool property, Mouat’s Park
and Portlock Park suggested as possible CRDPARC-owned sites. It could also be integrated
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Local kayakers spearhead ocean cleanup initiative
Help and donations
welcomed
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A group of island paddlers has
decided to devote their recreation
time to more than just exercise or
enjoying the view.
Siobhan Francis, Rebecca
Grim, Laura Desjarlais and Balazs
Vekes pulled a truckload of garbage out of the ocean via their
kayaks while travelling between
Bader’s Beach and Burgoyne Bay
last week. While they’re now dealing with the costs of disposing of
their haul, they’ve already started planning the next outing and
would love others to join in.
The take-home from their initial foray, which was made specifically with garbage cleanup in
mind, disappointingly yielded
little that could go to the recycling depot.
“It’s all boats and docks, things
like that,” Francis reported.
“There was lots of rope. The other
thing we found was lots of birthday balloons that people had let
go and ribbons stuck in trees,
which could be really dangerous
for wildlife.”
Giant pieces of degrading styrofoam — the kind that breaks
into tiny balls that fish and seabirds eat — plastic nets and
shredded plastic tarps were also
in the mix. It all contributes to
the Salish Sea’s part in a global

photos courtesy Rebecca Grim

Siobhan Francis prepares to tow out garbage found floating in Salt Spring waters, left, and part of the haul kayakers collected on a recent paddle.
problem. According to National
Geographic, scientists using two
different calculation models have
surmised there are 5.25 trillion
pieces of plastic in the ocean,
from large to small.
“Of that mass, 269,000 tons
float on the surface, while some
four billion plastic microfibres
per square kilometre litter the
deep sea,” a report from January
2015 states.
While Francis, Grim and their
friends often notice pieces of
debris when they’re out for pleasure paddles, they found the dis-

tribution to be surprisingly pervasive when they made garbage
collection the intention of the
trip. They even pulled a fridge out
of the ocean, which Vekes towed
behind his craft. He in turn had to
be towed by another friend.
“So I think the problem is probably bigger than you can see from
the shoreline,” Francis said.
The group of concerned paddlers met again Thursday night to
discuss what to do next, and identified Octopus Point near Maple
Bay as one of the places they’d like
to tackle. Part of the marine trail

network and a popular dive location, it’s also the site of a former
fishing base and is riddled with
nets submerged in the water.
For their initial foray, the
friends agreed to share costs of
garbage disposal between themselves, splitting over $100 for the
first transfer station run.
“There’s a couple of us that are
all willing to pitch in, but it would
be easy to get another load, no
problem,” Grim observed.
With plans to continue the
effort they’re hoping other community members might contrib-

ute to the cause. The group has
now set up a GoFundMe online
donation campaign under Coastal Cleanup.
Having more people involved in
the ongoing effort is also a hope.
Anyone with a kayak, canoe, rowboat or skiff is welcome to join in.
“There can never be too many
hands to help. It’s a great community activity,” Grim said.
Anyone who would like more
information can make contact
by emailing siobhanfrancis84@
gmail.com or rebecca.grim@mac.
com.

News briefs
School bus
complaints
continue
The Salt Spring RCMP
detachment received three
separate complaints from
local school bus drivers
over the past week regarding vehicles that failed to
stop for them when they

were offloading children
and the school bus stop
sign and flashing lights
were activated.
“This is an ongoing issue
for local school bus operators, and one that places
our children’s safety at
risk,” said RCMP Cpl. Darren Lagan. “Local buses
are equipped with highquality video-recording
equipment, which pro-

vides our officers with
strong evidence to support
issuing violation tickets to
drivers who fail to stop.”  
Based on investigations into the three complaints, charges against
two of the three drivers
were supported by the evidence. The violation ticket
amount is $368, and carries a three-point penalty
on a driver’s licence.

Quilting bee
help needed
Island Comfort Quilts is
having its annual quilting
bee on Sunday, March 12
and more help is needed
for all sorts of tasks. Some
involve sewing and some
do not.
“Ce l e b r a t i n g Ca n a d a
150 means we are trying

for more than 150 volunteers on March 12,” the
organizers explain.
During the full day at
t h e Fa r m e r s’ In s t i t u t e
hall, the volunteers needed include quilters for
making quilt tops, sewers for making bags, helpers to pin, tie and iron,
and hand sewers to finish
bindings. But also needed
are bakers to make good-

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

ies and helpers to do
things like make lunch
for the volunteers, set up
the evening before and
do takedown at the end of
the day.
All volunteers need to
confirm attendance and
state which area they wish
to work in. RSVP Marguerite Lee at 250-537-5302
or islandcomfortquilts@
shaw.ca.
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Soaring cougar sightings raise questions for islanders
Conservation officer
gives advice
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A surge in cougar sightings across
Salt Spring over the past month has
seen higher than average calls to conservation officers but so far has not
meant additional risk to humans or
domestic animals.
Peter Pauwels, B.C. Ministry of
Environment conservation officer for
the southern Vancouver Island zone,
said although people have been see-

ing more of the animal than they’re
used to, at this point there have been
no confirmed losses of domestic animals or livestock.
“We don’t plan on intervening
in the situation unless the cougar
becomes a threat to human safety,
and so far it hasn’t been,” Pauwels
said.
The Salt Spring Emergency Program reported on Feb. 15 that it had
received reports about multiple cougar sightings in both the north and
south ends of the island, including a
recent call from Rainbow and Booth
Canal roads. The latter caused a small

panic at Phoenix Elementary School
when the address was mistakenly
taken as Drake Road.
In the past 10 days, more sightings
have come from the area of North
End and Epron roads. A resident
called in a report that his dog had
treed a cougar on his property on
the evening of Feb. 21. Pauwels said
the person took his dog inside for the
night and the cougar was gone by the
following morning.
Pauwels said it’s possible just
one cougar is currently active on
the island, as the animal’s range
could “very easily” take in the entire

island. It’s difficult to find measures
to reduce traffic, unlike with bears,
which homeowners can dissuade
from visiting by doing things like
securing garbage and keeping fruit
trees in order.
However, the conservation office
does suggest that people who have
livestock keep animals indoors at
night, if possible.
“If you have a hobby farm and you
have five or six sheep, and you care
about them, put them in the barn for
the night,” Pauwels advised.
“People should also be aware that
letting your pets out at night puts

them at risk. Not just from cougars
but from other things as well,” he
added.
Pauwels said cougars are opportunistic hunters. If they come across
a small mammal they will predate
on it, whether cat, raccoon or something else, although typically the local
diet is based on deer. The fact that
cougars and deer are part of the Gulf
Islands’ natural ecosystem means
there should be plenty of food that
won’t cause human-wildlife conflict.
Anyone who does see a cougar or
has a concern can call the RAPP line
toll-free at 1-877-952-7277.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire board resumes work with new trustees at the table
Middle of the road approach
advocated
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Fire Protection District board
of trustees settled down to business on Feb. 20
after several months on hiatus, following the
abrupt resignations of four trustees in October
that left five vacant seats and ended the possibility of making quorum.
Remaining trustee Howard Baker and board
chair Mitch Forest welcomed three of the new
members who were elected by acclamation
in January, with Chris Budd, MaryLynn Heth-

erington and Per Svendsen making their first
appearances at the public meeting. A fourth
new trustee, Howard Holzapfel, will join the
board for its next meeting in March.
Speaking during the town hall portion of
the meeting, each of the new trustees present
advocated a “middle of the road” approach that
seeks to find a way through contentious community opinions.
Business decisions were limited during the
session since most committees had not met
in the intervening months and new trustees
had yet to be appointed to standing committees before the Feb. 20 meeting was held. The
board did discuss results of a special meeting
held on Feb. 2 regarding the potential con-

flict of interest arising from district employees, including paid-on-call firefighters, being
elected to the board.
Forest explained the question arose because
new trustee Holzapfel is a paid-on-call field
incident technician. There are no legal restrictions regarding employees serving on the
boards of improvement districts under the
Local Government Act, but information from
an assistant deputy minister at the Ministry
of Community, Sport and Cultural Development stated best practices speak against such
arrangements.
Forest said a subsequent petition has been
sent to the ministry to amend the district’s
etters patent to prevent such situations. He

hopes the matter will be resolved before the
next election takes place this spring.
Holzapfel was in Sonoma, Cal. for medical reasons. Reached the morning after the
meeting, he said he intends to resign as a
paid-on-call member after he returns to avoid
any potential conflict with human resources
issues, as he hopes to lend his experience to
negotiating a new union contract.
In other fire board business, trustees voted
to establish a new joint consultation committee that will include union staff members
and members of the board in order to discuss
labour issues before they become grievances.
The next regular board meeting will take
place on March 20.
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“This is dangerous,” she continued. “Society is becoming
more polarized. We’re living in
these filter bubbles with little tolerance for other sides of the story,
if we hear them at all. Books are
one of the few places left that
have room for nuance, complexity and an understanding of our

656-1334
656-1334

common humanity. We need that
if we’re going to survive these
dark times.”
Campbell’s book A Disappearance in Damascus: A Story of
Friendship and Survival in the
Shadow of War won the 2016 Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust NonFiction Prize. It is celebrated for
its complex depiction of refugee
life and the courageous and dangerous work done by war zone

OPEN HOUSES on the Gulf Islands Regional Trails Plan
The Capital Regional District is developing a regional trails plan for the Gulf Islands. The plan will identify a
conceptual regional trail route on each of the main islands. You are welcome to drop in at one of the open
houses to learn more and provide input on preferred route options and priorities.

Date
Tuesday, March 7
Thursday, March 9
Tuesday, March 21
Wednesday, March 22
Tuesday, March 28

Time
3:30-6:30 pm
3:30-6:30 pm
12-3 pm
1-4 pm
1-4 pm

Island
North & South Pender
Salt Spring
Saturna
Mayne
Galiano

You may also provide your feedback online by March 31, 2017.
www.crd.bc.ca/project/gulf-islands-regional-trails-plan

Location
Community Hall
Artspring
Community Hall
Community Hall
Community Hall

image courtesy Penguin Random House

Salt Spring author Deborah Campbell.

“fixers,” as they help journalists at the risk of their
own freedom and lives. The book also gives readers
first-person access into the politics and cultures
that have led to the Syrian refugee crisis.  
Feb. 26 to March 4 is Freedom to Read Week
in Canada: a national annual celebration that
encourages Canadians to think deeply about and
value their right to read, write and publish freely.
The week has become a regular feature at schools,
libraries and literary groups.
“I also love that Freedom to Read Week is championed by libraries,” Campbell said about the
event. “They are the heart of our communities, as
we see every day on Salt Spring.”
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TRAILS PLANNING

CRD to host regional trail forums across Gulf Islands
Salt Spring open house
event on March 9
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Residents of the Gulf Islands are
invited to contribute their ideas on
how to connect their communities
through an active transportation
network, with a series of planning
forums to be hosted by the Capital
Regional District this month.
The CRD is developing a regional
trails plan for Galiano, Mayne, North
and South Pender, Salt Spring and
Saturna islands as part of the 201221 Regional Parks Strategic Plan.
Open houses on each island will help
staff gather input on preferred route
options and priorities before drafting
the plan.
“The Regional Trails Plan will help
foster tourism, recreation, active
transportation and economic development on the islands by setting
a direction for the development of
a regional trail on each of the six
islands,” information from the CRD
explains.
Islanders are welcome to drop in at
any of the open houses to learn more
and provide comments. Salt Spring’s
session will take place at ArtSpring
on Thursday, March 9 from 3:30 to
6:30 p.m.

Salt Spring’s CRD director Wayne
McIntyre supports trail development
and has worked to ensure the regional district includes Salt Spring and
the other Gulf Islands in its planning
strategy, as previous efforts have
tended to include only Vancouver
Island communities.
“Trails in the broad sense provide
a very cost-effective recreation and
health opportunity for our community and our visitors alike, and
deserve more attention,” McIntyre
said.
The regional trails plan will identify a regional trail “spine” or “loop” on
each of the islands to create a broad
network, with the idea of connecting
ferry terminals with at least one key
destination in each community.
A demonstration project has been
initiated on Mayne Island that will
see a regional trail designed for
pedestrians and cyclists between the
Village Bay ferry terminal and Miners
Bay. Construction of the demonstration trail will occur at a later date,
when funding is secured.
McIntyre noted the forums will be
a great opportunity for islanders to
share their ideas on possible routes.
In his view the connection between
the islands, Vancouver Island and the
mainland should also be part of the
conversation. The development of
passenger ferry routes is now being
explored by local CRD commissions.

McIntyre said the electoral areas
have shown a keen appetite for
active transportation projects, working with the CRD on initiatives such
as the Salt Spring Pedestrian and
Cycling Master Plan and the Experience the Gulf Islands plan, which is
now in development.
“ T h e Sa l t Sp r i n g c o m m u n i t y,
through a referendum, also strongly
supported additional trails, which
will not only provide more trail
access but improved safety. Other
groups such as Island Pathways and
the trials committee, among others,
have also been active in planning,”
he observed.
“Coupled with these and other
actions, it also has been recognized
that coordinating the efforts of various interest groups on Salt Spring
can provide significant benefits in
understanding the network of trails
we have today and future plans as
well as opportunities to work more
closely together for community benefit.”
According to a CRD press release,
planning for a system of trails on the
Gulf Islands was initiated in 2013 and
public input was gathered regarding
potential trails in 2014. The strategic
plan will be developed in 2017.
Those who can’t attend an open
house can provide feedback until
March 31 at www.crd.bc.ca/project/
gulf-islands-regional-trails-plan.

Regional Trails
Open Houses
North & South Pender: Community Hall
Tuesday, March 7, 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Salt Spring: ArtSpring
Thursday, March 9, 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Saturna: Community Hall
Tuesday March 21, 12-3 p.m.
Mayne: Community Hall
Wednesday, March 22, 1-4 p.m.
Galiano: Community Hall
Tuesday, March 28, 1-4 p.m.
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Harbour Walk committee finalized
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The Ganges Harbour Walk Steering Committee is almost past the
bureaucratic hurdles and ready to
jump into work on the long-delayed
community initiative, with the committee’s final member approved by
the Capital Regional District director Wayne McIntyre last week.
“It’s very positive that we’re moving ahead. I remain very optimistic
that we will see a completed harbour walk in the not-too-distant
future,” said the committee’s Salt
Spring Local Trust Committee representative, Peter Grove. “However,
there is a lot to be done before we
get to that point.”
The harbour walk steering group
has been established as a committee of the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission. Chris Acheson, a commercial fisherman and a
member of the Harbour Authority
of Salt Spring Island’s board of directors, will serve as the community
representative. He joins Grove and
other previously confirmed members Robin Williams, chair of the
Salt Spring Transportation Commission, PARC chair Jon Suk, and
Matt Steffich, who represents the
Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce.
“We’ve gone through all the
bureaucracy and we’re really good
to go. I’m hoping it’s all green lights
from here,” said Williams, who is

Drift
The Art of Listening.
Y o u r

driftwood file photo by gail sjuberg

End of the line for the Ganges boardwalk. A new CRD committee hopes
to complete the revamped “harbour walk” one day.
acting as chair of the steering committee until the first meeting takes
place. That will likely happen next
month, shortly after Acheson is officially appointed at the March 8 CRD
board meeting.
Williams observed it’s been a
long road to get community stakeholders and the two local governments to the point of convergence
where action could take place. The
impetus to complete the boardwalk
between Rotary Park and Peck’s
Cove Park, which was halted in
1992, came through the chamber
of commerce while Steffich was
president several years back. He
launched discussions with property
owners and local government bodies in 2012 to gauge their support
and found results to be favourable
at that time.
The Local Trust Committee
accordingly established Ganges vil-

lage planning as a top work priority in June 2013. Landscape architect
Nancy Krieg was contracted to come
up with a design vision and presented it to the LTC and the Salt Spring
Transportation Commission in the
spring of 2015. LTC public engagement took place in January 2016.
Since then the LTC has been
focusing on working within its mandate by adapting the zoning of four
harbourside lots, which a completed
boardwalk will need to cross.
The Capital Regional District has
meanwhile allotted $150,000 of
Community Works Funds that will
be put toward engineering and geotechnical studies to assess the existing structure and the cliffside.
Williams said the next step is
to appoint or possibly hire a project manager. That person will put
together the request for proposals to
get the necessary studies completed.

The Sounds of Life. What did you miss today?

Hearing professionals define hearing loss from mild to severe. If you
have a moderate hearing loss (41-70 dB), sounds such as conversational
speech could be some of the sounds of life you missed today. At
NexGen Hearing, our goal is to improve your quality of life through
better hearing health!

Call for details.

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY 250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

nexgenhearing.com

ENTER TO

WIN!
$5000 value

Advanced Hearing Aids
Selene Finlayson
RHIP/Owner

Kate Stuart
RHIP

Contest rules
on website

C o m m u n I
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OPINION

2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

More than
tweaking

DON’T WORRY.
YOU CAN NEVER LOSE
MONEY BUYING
REAL ESTATE.

A

major piece of planning was completed
when PARC adopted
a 20-year strategy for
Centennial Park last week.

The plan begins with a new washroom facility that
should be ready by next spring, and includes a different
performance area, moving of the Cenotaph within the
park and other changes.
Starting and finishing the plan within about a year
was an impressive feat and, despite some initial misgivings about messing with a functional public space, the
end vision appears to be an improvement. As well, with
the work being undertaken in phases as funds become
available, it should not be a stress on taxpayers.
Not surprisingly, though, the plan does not address
what to do about the Saturday market and, specifically,
the high demand for vendor space. It’s just a much bigger issue that needs broader community input.
An immediate problem
of market crowding and
concern about vendors
Saturday Market
gaining access to valuable
in the Park
turf through a farming
definition “loophole”
was dealt with efficiently
through a Market Advisory
Ask an expert
Group recommendation to
PARC late last year. It saw a 2,500-square-foot cap put
on the space allotted for farmers’ tables in the market,
a more formal definition of “farmer” applied, and a
few other rule changes.
But concerns about the cap and the way farmers
have been narrowly defined have been expressed by
some members of Salt Spring’s agricultural community, and it’s safe to say those feelings of discontent will
continue for some time.
In this week’s Driftwood, Michael Ableman of Foxglove Farm on Mount Maxwell Road, who has decades
of experience with farming and selling his produce
here and elsewhere, weighs in with a guest column
detailing the Saturday market’s challenges for farmers,
other vendors and customers. He suggests engaging the services of an independent consultant with
specialized experience in designing farmers markets
to evaluate Salt Spring’s situation and suggest some
solutions.
Salt Spring’s market has become so important —
culturally and economically — to the island, and may
well have grown beyond Centennial Park and Gasoline
Alley. In order to thrive, it certainly needs more than
stop-gap measures or tweaking, and an outside
expert’s view should be welcomed.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Peter Grove

Differences of opinion are healthy
I write in response to the recent editorial in the Driftwood entitled
Time to Detox. The article refers to a book written by one of our own
islanders, James Hoggan, called I’m Right and You’re an Idiot: the
Toxic State of Public Discourse and How to Clean it Up. Upon reading the editorial I phoned Salt Spring Books and reserved a copy; it is
indeed a worthwhile read.
The editorial suggests that Mr. Hoggan has an important approach
to the kind of debates which take place on our island and, in particular, regarding the issue of incorporation.
The editorial also states that “it will take some serious work on the
part of many individuals to turn the current toxic ship around.” I do
not believe our ship is “toxic” and it is this that I would like to address.
One of the points Mr. Hoggan makes is that repetition can significantly influence attitudes and beliefs, whether based on facts
or, as some might say, “alternative facts.” To give the editorial a title
including the word “detox” and to reinforce that by referring to a
“toxic ship” does not help our community set a healthy collaborative
tone for dialogue.
Likewise the oft-quoted phrase, “Salt Spring is an argument surrounded by water,” generally used with a negative connotation, is
not helpful. Of course there will be arguments, differences of opinion
and discussions on our island; we are a community and we will have
our differences, as in any family. And we are passionate about our
community.
Differences of opinion are healthy and enrich our society. They are
to be welcomed. We all learn from each other. How those differences
are handled is what counts. Open and honest dialogue and a willingness to compromise is what leads to constructive agreement.
It is unfortunate that debates and discussions are not always

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should Canada accept refugees through the U.S.?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

respectful. Some of the discussions we hear and read on the subject
of governance for our island might indeed be described as “toxic.” As
Mr. Hoggan says, “toxic conversations stall our ability to think collectively.” Such conversations are destructive and damaging. However,
they do not make up the norm and represent an approach taken by
a very small percentage of our community. There are many discussions taking place on various websites and elsewhere which are, for
the most part, respectful and thoughtful.
Having said that, notwithstanding the efforts which have been
made to provide our community with accurate and unbiased information, there remain many who are understandably confused.
There is a great deal of information to absorb. The incorporation
study website (ssiincorporationstudy.com) contains useful materials and information. For current activities and to have any questions
answered go to www.latestssiincorporationstudy.com.
There are and will be many opportunities to discuss and debate
the options available to our community for its future governance.
It now appears we have until the fall before there may be a referendum. We therefore have time to think about how we should proceed
as a community.
I urge everyone to participate respectfully and openly; try to
understand one another’s points of view; ensure you have the correct information and understand the options. Ask questions. Welcome the conversation. Avoid inflammatory language. This is our
community and our future. Whatever the outcome we will remain a
supportive and vital community.
The writer is a Salt Spring Local Trust Committee member.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you like the Centennial
Park master plan?

49

12
YES NO
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “Books are one of the few places left that have
room for nuance, complexity and an understanding of our common humanity.”
DEBORAH CAMPBELL, 2017 freedom to read award winner

Salt Spring

Says

We asked:
It’s Freedom to
Read Week. What
book should everyone have access to?

Sue Wood

Bob Rush

Michael Morse

Natasha Koledin

Paul McElroy

Catcher in the Rye, especially
when they’re young.

Any books on critical thinking.

People should have access
to all books and every kind
of book. There should be no
censorship or limitations
at all.

I’m reading a book right now
called Whale Song about humpback whales. I’d like to know
more about hunting and how
it’s affecting marine mammals.

Encyclopedia Britannica.

Letters to the editor
Snow impacts
What a winter for snow!
But climate scientists say
that this might become
the new norm. (See Climate Change Could Mean
More Big Snow Storms,
S c i e n t i s t s Sa y, w r i t t e n
by Matt Meuse for CBC
online on Feb. 10.)
I wonder if those looking at the cost of road
maintenance under incorporation have taken this
into consideration: we

may well need more snow
removal equipment and
more staff hours to clear
snow. Presently, the provincial government pays
the bill. Under incorporation, we would be responsible for paying for this
locally. This would likely
re qui re a n in c re a s e i n
local taxes (which impacts
everyone because higher
taxes mean higher rents).
Something to consider.
Kate Leslie,
S a lt S p r i n g

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Girls can save
the planet
The following was presented by Dr. Ralph Miller
to a Jan. 21 event titled I Will
Go Out, a demonstration in
support of women held in
Lucknow, India.
If there is a chance for the
preservation of life as we
know it on planet Earth, our
hope lies with the young
girls of the world. If we, as
a species, can somehow

mature quickly enough to
head off the impending
environmental disasters
and likely ensuing socioeconomic catastrophe, the
profound personal, religious, political, social and
economic transformation
required of humanity will
be empowered by educated young women, protected, guided, inspired and
empowered by wise elders,
female and male.
Plethora of P’s: The primary prevailing pernicious

preventable planetary people problems are: population, pollution, poverty,
and pugnaciousness, with
underlying patr iarchal
power politics and piggish
profiteering.
Widely acknowledged
international, cross-cultural scientific research in psychological, social, biological, political and economic
areas provides strong evidence that the most efficient and economically feasible approach to address-

ing these most critical
issues facing the community of life on Earth lies in
protecting, educating and
empowering our girls and
young women — worldwide. In order to maximize
our chances of survival,
women must be given at
least equal access to positions of power in politics,
business and religion.
Ralph Miller,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

Saturday market design needs to be changed
By MICHAEL ABLEMAN
I have been farming on Salt Spring Island
since 2001 and selling our farm products at
the Saturday farmers market for all of those
years. When we started on the island there
were very few full-time growers, but there was
a strong desire on the part of the community
for re-building a local island based agricultural
economy.
Having been in the farming business for 28
years in California, we began developing our
own island-based farm production model,
and freely shared our knowledge by opening
our doors and running workshops and
apprenticeships to teach others.
When we started on the island, the volume
of fresh food moving through the farmers
market was low relative to the demand and
the number of farmers were few. Now many of
those who trained with us, and many others,
are running their own farm businesses and
selling at the market. While I have noticed our
sales diminish I welcome the manifestation
of the vision many of us worked for — a more
dynamic, broader-based food production
system on Salt Spring Island. And while that
movement is still small, its importance is huge,
and the Saturday market is to a great degree its
primary driver.
But the Saturday market does not just
inform and impact farmers and the local
food system. It has had a profound impact on
the success of an amazing array of talented
artisans and crafts people as well, and its
influence has without question made it the
single most powerful economic driver on Salt
Spring Island.
The market directly and indirectly affects
every business on the island through its
draw, bringing people who then support
accommodations, restaurants, retail stores,

and more. The market has created
a giant weekly social and economic
trickle down that impacts every
island resident. And while locals
love to complain about the traffic
in Ganges or other related challenges that
occur from so many people flooding onto our
shores, we all to some degree benefit from
their presence.
Now the Saturday market is at a crossroads,
and the challenges it faces are a result of its
incredible success. The crowds attending the
market have grown and the number of people
who wish to benefit from those crowds have
as well. The temptation is to turn what in my
view are physical and spacial design issues
into personal issues pitting one group against
another. But there is room for everyone, and
an honest, independent, intelligent and
unemotional review of the physical design of
the market is desperately needed.
We need to identify and bring in a consultant
from outside our community who can look at
the market layout and design, learn from all
of its participants and constituents, and come
up with a physical design that supports the
needs of everyone. There are individuals out
there who specialize in farmers market design
and in helping markets around North America
navigate the inevitable growing pains that they
all experience.
The current market layout has never made
sense, it does not function well for vendors
or for visitors, all of whom do not have the
space or proper flow to comfortably engage
with each other. There are challenges with
offloading, with packing up and leaving, with
limited sales space, traffic issues, aisles that
are too narrow to comfortably walk down, sun
exposure on perishable products, and most
challenging — an inability to accommodate

all of those who wish to
participate as vendors.
There is the room in and
around the park and on
nearby roadways to create
a physical market design that flows, that
includes everyone who wants to participate,
and that opens up space so that vendors and
visitors do not feel we have been squeezed into
a tiny box together. A creative market re-design
could incorporate an open covered space for
winter markets and events, and mimic every
farmers market in the world where growers
who have heavy perishable products do not
need to off-load everything and can be closer
to their trucks and shade.
The market was originally established on
Rainbow Road by farmers and originally run by
farmers. The addition of artisans and crafters
to the market was an important boost and
rounded out the market by drawing people
who came not just for food but to experience
the full range of creativity and talent that Salt
Spring has to offer. As the market grew it had
to re-define itself and clarify its direction.
In 1991 there was a mediation process to
determine the future of the market and to
identify its goals. And while one of those was
“local produce” and to “give farmers priority,”
the slogan “Make it, bake it, or grow it” that
came out of those discussions was inclusive of
all types of creative endeavours. Those goals
became the basis for the focus of the market
to this day.
The actions we take now can either enhance
the experience for visitors, continue to
encourage our local economy, and make us
stronger as a community or they can diminish
those benefits and divide us. This is not about
farmers versus crafters, or between longterm and newer vendors, it is about finding a

GUESTColumn

creative way to support us all, and recognizing
that the market is strong because of the
diversity of players that are involved with it.
Do farmers have special needs? Absolutely.
The sheer size and weight of farm products
are different than jewelry or T-shirts or bowls
or cookies or even cheese. Farm products
are bulky, heavy and require considerably
more space both for display and for back
stock. Fruits and vegetables are also extremely
perishable and require a superhuman effort
to sell quickly and efficiently so quality is kept
high and loss low. Both of these aspects require
special consideration.
Farming and the health of our local food
system requires the support and participation
of the whole community. Everyone benefits
from a vibrant local agriculture. But the
success of our Saturday market requires that
all who fulfill the “Make it, bake it, or grow
it” requirements be able to fully and equally
participate.
The market is well loved simply because
it is a microcosm of our island community:
the wood workers, clothes makers, designers
and potters, the fishermen, the bakers, the
growers of fruits and vegetables and grains,
the musicians and performers who keep us
entertained. They are all threads in the fabric
that people come to experience each Saturday.
Let us recognize the unique aspects of each,
the power that is created when all these diverse
elements are brought together, and accept
that we need to change the physical design of
the market space to allow us to move forward.
The writer has been farming and selling at
farmers markets since 1976. He is an author
whose most recent book is Street Farm: Growing
Food, Jobs, and Hope on the Urban Frontier.
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We are doing a survey to assess what readers are looking for in
the Driftwood and the online products we offer, and to better
understand residents’ shopping habits. We appreciate your
input. Note that all data will be used in aggregate and that no one
person’s personal input will be analyzed or shared with anyone.
ACCESS THIS SURVEY ONLINE AT:

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF
Gulf ISLANDS
Islands DRIFTWOOD
Driftwood
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Thank You!

https://driftwoodreadersurvey.hostedincanadasurveys.ca/499136
This link is also easily accessible on the Driftwood website
http://gulfislandsdriftwood.com/
THE DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION IS: Friday, March 17, 2017
1. Do you have the Internet at home?
YES
NO
2. What social media do you use on a regular basis?
Please check all that apply:
Twitter
Facebook
Tumblr
Instagram
LinkedIn
Snapchat
Pinterest
Other – Please specify
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3. What products have you or your household
bought online? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.
Music
Furniture and Appliances
Electronics
Clothing
Shoes
Jewelry
Books
Vacation/Travel/Hotel
Food
Health Supplements
Other
4. Do you buy from local Salt Spring stores through
their websites?
YES
NO
5. On average, how many hours a week do you
spend on the Internet for reasons not related to
work or studies? CHECK ONE.
0-5
6-10
11 – 20
21 – 30
31 hours or more
6. Do you access the Gulfislandsdriftwood.com
website?
YES
NO
7. Do you use the Salt Spring Exchange website?
YES
NO
8. Do you follow the Gulf Islands Driftwood’s
Facebook Page?
YES
NO
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9. Do you access the Gulf Islands Driftwood on a
mobile device?
YES
NO
10. How often do you travel off island on average?
CHECK ONE.
More than once per week
Once per week
Every two weeks
Once per month
Every two to three months
Less often than every three months
Never
11. What products do you buy off island? PLEASE
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
Home Improvement supplies
Furniture and Appliances
Electronics
Groceries
Clothing
Shoes
Jewelry
Entertainment
Drugs and supplements

In the next series of questions, we will talk about
publications that you read that may be delivered to
your home, or are available at stores or in boxes.
12. Have you read or looked at any of the
publications listed below in the past three
months?
The Driftwood
The Driftwood EXTRA
Gulf Islands Real Estate magazine
AQUA
The Victoria Times-Colonist
YAM magazine
Boulevard magazine
Eat magazine
Duncan-area newspapers and magazines
Fishbowl
Islands Marketplace
13. Did you, yourself, read or look into LAST
WEDNESDAY’S issue of The Driftwood either at
home or somewhere else?
YES
NO
IF NO: When did you last read it? _____________
_________________________________________

14. How many of the last four issues of The Driftwood
did you, yourself, happen to read or look into?
1 issue
2 issues
3 issues
4 issues
None
15. How much of The Driftwood do you usually read
or look through?
All of it
Most of it (about 3/4)
About half
Less than half
Less than 1/4
16. Thinking of flyers delivered with community
newspapers, do you read the following ALWAYS,
SOMETIMES or NEVER?
Grocery Store
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES
NEVER?
Drug Store or Pharmacy
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Home Improvement Store
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Automotive Supply or Service
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Department Store
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Fast Food Restaurant
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Furniture, Appliance, Electronics
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Computer Hardware or Software
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Investments or Banking Services
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES
NEVER?
Telecommunications and Wireless Products
ALWAYS

SOMETIMES

NEVER?

Other Products or Services
ALWAYS
SOMETIMES

NEVER?

17. Have you accessed Classified Ads in the Driftwood
(print or online) in the past month to buy or sell
anything?
YES
NO
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18. What is the main language that you speak?
PLEASE CHECK ONE
English
French
Native North American
Spanish (Incl. Latin/ Mexican)
Japanese
Chinese
Other Asian
Other
19. What age group do you fall within?
18 – 24
25 – 34
35 – 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65+
20. Do you, or does your family, own or rent your
home?
Own
Rent
21. Is this your principal residence?
YES
NO
22. Do you rent out any part of your home?
YES
NO
23. Do you operate a home-based business?
YES
NO
24. What is the highest level of formal education you
have completed?
Some high school or less
Graduated from high school
Some technical/ community college / Cegep
Graduated technical/ community college / Cegep
Some university
Graduated university
Some post-graduate university
Graduated post-graduate university
25. What is your marital status?
Single
Married or living together
Widowed
Separated
Divorced
26. Which of the following best describes your
employment status?
Self-employed professional
Other self-employed
Employed by someone else
Student
Currently unemployed or laid off
On strike or on leave, including maternity leave
Retired
A homemaker
OTHER _________________________
27. Are you currently employed full-time, that is, 30
hours or more per week?
YES
NO

PAGE 2

28. Which ONE of the following best describes your
occupation?
Technical
Sales
Teaching
Other white collar
Clerical / secretarial
Skilled labour
Unskilled labour
Primary industry (e.g. farming, fishing, mining,
forestry, oil & gas, etc)

And now some questions about your household.
29. How many people IN TOTAL live in your
household including yourself?_______________
Please Check
Adults only
Adults with kids
30. Do you have pets?
YES
NO
31. For statistical purposes only, what is the total
household income before taxes, that is, the total
income of all members in this household?
Under $24,000
$24,000 to less than $30,000
$30,000 to less than $50,000
$50,000 to less than $75,000
$75,000 to less than $100,000
$100,000 or more
32. How many people, 18 years of age and over, in
your household are currently employed for pay?
_____________________________________________

In the next series of questions, we will talk about
the Gulf Islands Driftwood and its sections and
features.
33. Please indicate your level of interest in the
following categories by checking:
Local News:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Local Arts & Ent.:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Local Sports:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Economic Issues:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Real Estate:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Automotive:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Health and Wellness:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Local Business:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Local Shopping:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Letters to the Editor:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Opinions:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested

Obituaries:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Horoscopes:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
What’s on Calendar:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
34. Please tell us what you’d like to see more of in the
Driftwood.
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
35. Please indicate your level of interest in the
following by checking:
Shilo Zylbergold’s Nobody Asked Me But . . .:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Helen Hinchliff’s Aging With Grace:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Bob Weeden’s Connections:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Jill Evans’ Bridge Tricks:
Somewhat Interested
Community group news:
Somewhat Interested

Very Interested
Not Interested
Very Interested
Not Interested

Real Estate News:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Business News:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
Provincial News:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
National News:
Very Interested
Somewhat Interested
Not Interested
36. What would you like to see less of in the
Driftwood (or on its website)?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
37. Are you a Driftwood subscriber?
YES
NO
If no, how can we get you to subscribe?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
38. Have you been into the Driftwood office recently?
YES
NO
If so, how was the service you received:
EXCELLENT
GOOD
POOR
Do you have a story idea you would like to share with
us?__________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Anything else you would like to share with us?
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________

“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

OPINION
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*ICBC accredited Express
*Air Conditioning
Valet Shop
*Auto Glass Replacement
*All Private Insurance
*Guaranteed Workmanship
*Wheel Alignments

Rants and Roses

here’s
my card

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash
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raffled off in the spring and proceeds will go
to supporting people with disabilities on the
island. Thank you, Gwen for making a difference, one stitch at a time!

Rants

Roses

It’s a perfectly beautiful dry January day
and, as I try to pull into the grocery store’s
parking lot, I am stymied by a couple of
carts left in the road! This wasn’t even
close to the single “challenged driver”
spot! Why on earth can’t these thoughtless persons take a few extra seconds and
return them to the rack? Ann Heeley-Ray

A big bunch of beautiful roses for the
kind person who found my ring in the
ladies washroom at the SS Country Grocer Feb. 5th. Thank you. GW

#1Country
ADGrocer tapes in
who put their
ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS
box #31 for the Save-a-Tape program.
In the spirit of Ann Heeley-Ray’s first
rant last week, I wish to protest the Driftwood’s lack of humour in not allowing
my rose to Mouat’s for selling excellent
reading glasses for $1 some years ago
because I had requested it be printed in
the smallest font possible. Henry Baade

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

ANNA J. PUGH
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Find us by accident!

Copper roses to all the wonderful folk

It means we get to help a lot of people!
Copper Kettle Community Partnership
A big, beautiful bouquet of tulips and
daffodils to Gwen Denluck for making
and donating a beautiful quilt for Gulf
Islands Families Together Society. What
an amazing surprise! This quilt will be

ROTATE
DONE FOR
mar 01

P E R S O N A L L AW C O R P

Trays of icing rose-topped cupcakes for
everyone who came out to support Mickey’s
Gang on National Cupcake Day. With your
help, we raised just over $1,000 for the Salt
Spring BC SPCA, although donations are still
coming in! Special thanks to our generous
sponsors for their sweet donations and preorders, Country Grocer, Mouat’s Home Hardware, the Gulf Islands Driftwood, Slegg Lumber, Windsor Plywood, the Fishbowl, SD64
and, of course, to the Ganges Fire Hall folks
for keeping us warm and dry. If you missed
out, we’re still accepting orders for fresh-baked
dozens. Last, but not least, extra roses to Ed
and Johanna for all their help washing dishes
and allowing their kitchen to become a cupcake factory for three days. This whole event
wouldn’t be possible without their support!

Weight of the world keeps growing
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Power of Attorney/Representation
COMPLETE
COLLISION
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In 1991, where Austria,
house, things they couldn’t
Italy and Switzerland claim
carry, and their share of their
adjacent crags, hikers found
hometown’s infrastructure.
250-537-2513
115 Desmond Crescent,
email: irwincollision@telus.net
next road down from the car wash
a body half melted out of a
I can’t imagine what everyBob
glacier. Bodies of people lost
thing would weigh, but let’s
a few years or a century or
pray for forgiveness and peg
Weeden
two ago show up in these
the figure at about 100,000
mountains quite often.
pounds per person.
This one was different, the
The Suzuki Foundation
remains of a man who died
blog for Dec. 16, 2016 told
there 5,300 years before. An other cultural goods was a of a 2015 study estimating
avalanche of studies fol- lot more — for a wild guess, the weight of all of humanlowed the discovery. Give perhaps 1,000 pounds.
ity’s hard goods (vehicles,
or take a few disputes, the
Let’s either back up a few travel ways, machines and
consensus is that the shep- thousand years, or just move tools, buildings, art, toys —
herd had gone home with from the shepherd’s village the whole works) — at 10
Dan Hardy
his flock after a summer of to forager clans living in million pounds per person.
Denturist
high-country herding. He most areas around the globe Adding pets and stock raises
Salt Spring office located at
Gulf Clinic
had joined in the commu- at the time. Tribalist goods the figure to a ponderous
241 Lower Ganges Road
nal chores of winter prepa- made the Neolithic village 11,400,000 pounds per perrations: bringing in crops look cluttered; skin wrap- son.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
and hay, repairing sod and around clothes, a few bone
• Home & Care
stick huts, securing livestock and stone tools, spears,
Facility Visits
and so forth. Then disaster drop-of-the-hat stick and
Kim Nash 250.537.4369
struck. People from a nearby hide shelters, and a few dogs
For appointments call
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
hamlet ravaged the village, that gnawed auroch heels
1-250-710-1884
See us on Facebook
killing most inhabitants. The in exchange for speaking of
shepherd was wounded but tigers in the night. Maybe
your Home...
escaped with skin clothing, 100 pounds per person?
your Mortgage...
some food, pouches, unfinNow fast-forward to 1870
our Passion...
ished yew bow, an axe, dag- in North America, when
ger, amulets, and a horn transplanted Europeans
What have we got? Foragmade of bark that carried moved across mid-conti- er, 100 pounds. Late Stone
wet leaves and a glowing nent in prairie schooners Age villager, 1,000 pounds.
coal for starting his next fire. pulled by oxen, horses or Prairie pioneer in 19thHigh in the Alps he fell into a mules. The vehicle, stock, century North America,
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What
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andproduction
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but his share in the now- might weigh a few thou- estimate by the total human
ravaged village’s buildings, sand pounds per traveler. population of the time:
livestock, tools, utensils, and Back home they had left a about 100,000 in 3,300 BC,
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It’s no wonder we
get uptight when
things go wrong.
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• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage
solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and
accessories
bernardleblanc@me.com
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Powerful peace

1 9 6 0

Bill Geimer is a veteran of the US 82nd
Airborne division, a retired lawyer and
law professor emeritus. He is also the
author of Canada: The Case for Staying
Out of Other People’s Wars and a member of the Victoria Peace and Disarmament Network.
How can Canada, how can citizens,
best work to promote peace and reduce
the threats we face? If nonviolence is
indeed “the force more powerful,” how
can we put it to good use? Bill is eager to
share what he has learned, and to hear
from others. And he’ll bring copies of his
book to sell at a discount.

The local Voice of Women for Peace
group, Conscience Canada and our
library are co-sponsoring this event,
starting at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 10 at
the library. For more information, please
contact me at janslakov@shaw.ca.
Jan Slakov,

REVISE

S a lt S p r i n g

Published lies
When cousin Tom and I were boys
during World War II, we invented a
snowy-day game of producing a community newspaper, The Daily Blatt. Big
crayoned headlines led to stories full of
subtle humour often based on boyhood’s
fixation on body functions.
HYDRANTS LEAK ON DOGS!
Somerset, Nov. 24, 1944.
Dogs patrolling Payback Street were

1.3 billion in 1870, and 7.4
billion now.
That’s a lot of stuff, folks.
The environmentalist in me
thinks of mining, extracting,
manufacturing, maintaining, repairing, replacing and
getting rid of it all. I think,
too, that other species, plant
and animal, increasingly
find their fates tangled with
ours: bugs in our bodies,
bats in our belfries, deer in
our gardens and elk in our
clear-cuts.
But its societal implications are also mind-boggling. Millions of somebodies dream up, create, build,
carry around, and get rid of
my 11 million pounds — for
a fee. I’m absolutely dependent on them. They are all
strangers. It’s no wonder we
get uptight when things go
wrong. I marvel, too, that
we clutch so tightly to the
fantasy of personal independence, something no human
has had in 300,000 years of
our species’ history.
Long ago we knew every
person in our tiny network
of dependency. Now we
cross our fingers that governments, laws, police, selfinterest and the slender but
enduring reed of good will
can hold things together.
Maybe it’s just me, but
does it seem to be getting
harder?

startled when hydrants squirted them
for a change.
The unexpected showers occurred
several times in the mid-morning hours.
Unnamed sources in the Fire Department were puzzled.
“Possibly, heavy trucks passing by jiggled joints loose,” one told us. “We will
look into it, of course.”
No dog could be reached for comment.
I’m quite proud of being so far ahead
of the times.
P.S. Of course, you understand all of
the above is a lie, which I will deny. To
confirm, call FOX News.
Bob Weeden,
Whims Road
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DANCING UP A
STORM: Regional
square dancers converged on Salt Spring
Island on Sunday, joining local dancers such
as, from left, Wendy
and Jim McClean, and
Joan and Alan Dennis.

Personal & Corporate Taxes
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged
115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860

FAX: 250 537 8859 shakima@shaw.ca

Save the ferry fare!
MATCH
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OFF-ISLAND

ces
New Applianjor
Over 40 Ma
Brands

Peter Andress

Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Service for all models

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island
PHOTO COURTESY FERNWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SEA OF PINK: Fernwood Elementary School students and staff participated with gusto in Pink Shirt Day, an anti-bullying
awareness initiative, last Wednesday, Feb. 22.

Guiled among Salt Spring treasures
BY JAN SLAKOV
Surely one of the best things about living
on the Gulf Islands is the kind of company
we keep — so many people with amazing backgrounds, many of them devoting
time and other resources to enriching this
place.
Another great thing? The parks, including Ruckle Park, which has been farmed
since 1872, making it B.C.’s longest continuously operated farm. Next month, Ruckles’ World: A History of South-East Salt
Spring Island, will be launched. Author
Brenda Guiled was inspired to write the
book when she started working to prevent
the destruction of the historic Monk farmhouse, about a year ago.
The book opens a door to the Ruckle
family history, but also to that of other
settler families, from many lands, including Hawaii, the U.S., Germany, the U.K.
and Ireland, Greece and more. Brenda
had previously worked with Tswaout
elders on a history book, so she has a good
background from which to write about
the original human communities on Salt
Spring, that of local First Nations. The
book includes stories of Japanese and Chinese workers hired to help work the land,
as well as histories of community halls
near Fulford and Beaver Point.
Brenda had hoped that sales of the
book would have helped her recoup
costs associated with saving the Monk
farmhouse. This historic home was built
circa 1906, using lumber from a shipment
the Ruckles used as well. Originally the

INDEPTH
property of settler Jim Monk, it became
part of a nine-member strata in the 1980s.
In order to save the home, Brenda negotiated with BC Parks, which was pleased at
the prospect of renovating the home so it
could be re-purposed as an interpretive
centre at Ruckle Park. She also worked with
members of the strata that owns the farmhouse, so that it could legally be moved the
short distance from Eleanor Point to the
park. This entailed working with lawyers,
finding a mover (Belton Bros. from Duncan), making sure there would be proper
insurance coverage, and more. Brenda and
other neighbours have been quick to point
out that at least some of the strata members did their best to cooperate to protect
the Monk farmhouse. But apparently if
even one strata member voted to have the
house demolished there was no way to
protect it and last week the deed was done.
Thanks to this difficult lesson, we now
know that we need to work to get the Trust
to pass a bylaw to protect historic properties.
We have yet another reason to recognize
Brenda as one of Salt Spring’s human treasures. Besides the many hours she spent
working to prevent the destruction of the
farmhouse, Brenda serves Salt Spring
as the chair of Island Pathways, which
is instrumental in improving pedestrian
and other active transportation infrastruc-

ture on the island at relatively low cost to
taxpayers, thanks to generous volunteer
contributions. She has also written other
books, including a biography of Captain
Vancouver, a natural history of sockeye
salmon and a history of karate, which she
teaches.
Perhaps she got the courage to undertake all these writing projects in her early
20s, when she worked with Patricia Keys
to produce ENCORE: a Program of Environmental Studies; it won first prize in
a North America-wide contest in 1975.
More recently, Brenda created a summary
of Salt Spring’s current governance system, which is available online, and she has
been working to fact check information on
Salt Spring’s roads, as part of her effort to
encourage fellow islanders to help ensure
that our current governance system will
continue with a strong preserve and protect mandate.
If you find yourself wondering how you
might have missed meeting someone who
is this active in our community, the reason
may be that part of Brenda’s effort to minimize her “ecological footprint” is to limit car
travel. All the more reason not to miss our
chance to get to meet Brenda at the launch
of her latest book, Ruckles’ World, at a time
and place in March. The notice should be
ready soon!
The writer has connected with Brenda
Guiled through Island Pathways and
working to keep and improve our current form of governance.

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS

SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS

info@stephenproberts.ca
@SRobertsBC
Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001
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Lead by example
On Dec. 22, 2010 the Driftwood offered
the following statement of policy:
“ When someone with an opinion
expresses it through a news story or letter
to the editor, they’re accepting the responsibility that comes with that act by having their name attached. They may face
a direct challenge by others both in print
or other form of media or on the street, or
they may be warmly praised by people of
like mind.
“The Driftwood is happy to provide that
forum, for better or for worse, with the identi-

ties of contributors clearly shown and both
vulnerable and accountable to the entire community.”
This clear position was presented at a time
when Salt Spring was grappling with some
divisive issues. Our community is again faced
with a very significant decision . . . whether
to become a municipality or maintain the
governance status quo. My expectation is that
the Driftwood would maintain its principled
stance as stated above. Unfortunately, this is
not the case.
A Driftwood article about the delayed
local governance referendum (Feb. 15)
included a lengthy statement from a
group on the “no” side of this issue, yet
the author(s) were allowed to remain
anonymous. I gave the Driftwood staff the

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

benefit of the doubt, thinking that perhaps this was an oversight. After speaking with the editor, I expected that the
upcoming paper (Feb. 22) would include
clarification and attribution. It did not.
The person/s behind this lengthy statement continue to be granted anonymity
by the paper.
Questions have been raised over the
years as to whether our community newspaper exhibits journalistic bias against
becoming a municipality. I would hope
that this is not the case.
Factual and reliable journalism is critical in all matters and no more so than
now. Accountability and honesty are the
key differentiators that print media can
still hold on to in our digital era. The

Driftwood is a great community asset. My
hope is that they apply the same measure
of honesty and accountability to all contributors.
As stated in a Driftwood editorial
recently, we need to work together to
make a very important decision for our
future. Having the Driftwood lead by
example would be nice.
Ken Marr,
S a lt S p r i n g

Editor’s note: First, the Feb. 15 comment
was not anonymous. It was a statement
from a group and the group was named. Secondly, Mr. Marr should rest assured that the
Driftwood will continue to maintain strong
principles and lead by example.

“I go on board to make sure the tanker
conforms with international safety guidelines.”
– Captain Robert Scott, Loading Master, Kinder Morgan Canada

Tankers calling at Trans Mountain’s loading
dock must comply with internationally
accepted oil-handling safety protocols and
best practices. If the expansion is approved,
enhanced measures will make sure that risks
to our waterways from Trans Mountain tanker
traffic will remain extremely low. We have
been committed to safety for over 60 years
– and we intend to keep it that way.

•

Tankers calling at Westridge Marine Terminal are held to strict, internationally accepted
construction and operating standards.

•

All vessels must go through rigid pre-screening and physical inspection.

•

Only double hulled tankers are allowed.

•

Two expert local pilots are on board loaded tankers to Victoria. In future, pilots will disembark
at Race Rocks, extending the piloted distance.

•

An expanded tug escort regime will cover the entire tanker route – from Burnaby past
the North Shore, through the Strait of Georgia and the Juan de Fuca Strait.

•

Transport Canada’s certified marine-based spill response organization, Western Canada Marine
Response Corporation (WCMRC), is on call 24/7.

•

More than $150 million will be invested in WCMRC to create new response bases, fund new
equipment and employ 100 new people. This will double the spill response capabilities
and cut mandated response times in half.

•

To support the ‘polluter pay principle’ enshrined in Canada’s spill response regime, there is an
approximate $1.548 billion industry fund available for response cost and compensation in the unlikely
event of a marine spill.

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/marine
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700

Committed to safety since 1953.
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Passion for coding takes island girl to St. Margaret’s

Canada’s first all-girls STEM
program in spotlight
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A 12-year-old student from Salt Spring
has taken the brave decision to pursue her
passion for robotics and coding by choosing a specialized STEM program at St. Margaret’s School, an independent, all-girls
facility in Victoria.
Anjali Campbell’s choice has meant
leaving behind family and friends in her
small island community for an intensely
academic environment where she boards
five days a week. As the youngest in a family of four children who spent their early
years in small alternative classrooms, the
shift has not been marginal. But the young
scientist is taking it in stride.
“If you’re determined to go to a place
for a specific program, it’s probably going
to be easier because you know you want
to do that and it’s going to be satisfying,”
Campbell said.
“She’s so enthusiastic about it, it really
feels like this must be the right thing,”
said Campbell’s mother Marsha Moreau.
“Financially it’s not easy for us, but it feels

PHOTO COURTESY ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL

Anjali Campbell, a St. Margaret’s School
student from Salt Spring Island.
very important. We’re just grateful that
Anjali has the opportunity to do what she’s
doing.”
Moreau and partner Jay Campbell
moved their family to Salt Spring from
Nelson in August 2012. They wanted
to continue having all four kids attend
school together in the same type of multiage classroom they had left, and so they

spent their first year taking the water
taxi to Saturna Island’s tiny schoolhouse.
Later on they attended Phoenix Elementary on Salt Spring when space became
available. The oldest children are now
happily enrolled at Gulf Islands Secondary School.
Attending an all-girls school or even private school was not something the family
had previously sought out or considered.
“Anjali loved Phoenix and her teachers
and classmates, but this was very much
about her specific needs,” Moreau said.
“Usually these topics don’t get taught to
her age group.”
Campbell discovered coding at age 10
with a weekly course on Raspberry Pi at
the Salt Spring Public Library. Teacher Rob
James confirmed she had an unusual aptitude and could benefit from being challenged further.
Moreau said in her experience with
kids, they often develop a passion for
something that burns brightly for a short
time but then tends to fade out. When
this didn’t happen with her youngest
daughter, the family knew they needed
to explore ways of supporting it. Their
investigation turned up an answer fairly
close by in St. Margaret’s School, which is
the first and only all-girl STEM school in
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Canada and B.C.’s affiliate partner for the
FIRST Lego Robotics League.
Established in 1908, the independent
day and boarding school has an international reputation as a centre for inquirybased learning, academic excellence and
girls’ leadership development.
“Beyond an acronym for science, technology, engineering and mathematics,
STEM is an inquiry-based, interdisciplinary educational philosophy centred on
question, observation, reflection, and
communication,” information from the
school’s website explains. “By exposing
girls to STEM early and encouraging them
as they grow, we hope to inspire a generation of female leaders in traditionally
male-dominated fields.”
When asked why she wanted to jump
into more intensive study as early as Grade
7, Campbell said, “I just feel it’s important
to get that knowledge now so I can build
on it for later.”
“There’s so many different ways that
you can innovate in robotics, and you can
really help people by using them,” she
added. “There are a lot of opportunities
with robotics now, and you can really have
fun with it.”

ANJALI continued on 19

Confident girls.
Inspiring women.
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For girls who thrive on independence and challenge, discover the
advantages of weekday (5-day) or full-time (7-day) boarding.
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It’s not about equal opportunity; girls here get every
opportunity. Established in 1908, SMS provides empowering
education for girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12.
(Boarding: Grades 7–12)
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5-day Boarding Option:
Meet the world; stay close to home.
NEW

SALT SPRING INFO SESSION
Friday, March 3 | 3:00-6:00pm
Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Ave
RSVP: admissions@stmarg.ca

St. Margaret’S School

www.stmarg.ca
DAY: JK–GRADE 12 | BOARDING: GRADE 7–12 | VICTORIA, BC
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now open DAILY At 8Am

ART REVIEW

Siblings’ photo show casts a poetic gaze

GRAND(M)OTHERS TO
GRANDMOTHERS
In Support of the
Stephen Lewis Foundation
Turning the Tide of HIV/AIDS
in Africa

SCRABBLE
FUNDRAISER
Salt Spring Inn
Tues. & Wed., March 7 & 8
2 – 4 p.m.
Penny’s Pantry on the Green
Sat., March 11
6 - 9ish p.m.
with SILENT AUCTION

Storm Crow by Michael Levy, left, and Contentment by Barbara Levy are two of the pieces on exhibit at the Siblings’ Visions show at Fernwood
Road Cafe to March 18.

Capital Regional District
Notice of

Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel
2017
Take notice that the annual sitting of the Parcel Tax Roll
Review Panel, pursuant to Sections 204 and 205 of the
Community Charter:
Will be held at: CRD Headquarters, Room 651
Located at: 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC
On: Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 12:30 pm
to consider any complaints respecting the parcel tax roll
and authenticate the roll in accordance with legislation.
North Galiano Island Fire Protection & Emergency
Response Service
Sticks Allison Water Service (Galiano Island )
Small Craft Harbour Facilities (Southern Gulf Islands)
Fernwood Dock Small Craft Harbour Facilities (Salt
Spring Island)
Fernwood Water Service (Salt Spring Island)
Ganges Sewerage Service (Salt Spring Island)
Highland Water Service (Salt Spring Island)
Highland and Fernwood Water Service
Beddis Water Service (Salt Spring Island)
Fulford Water Service (Salt Spring Island)
Salt Spring Island Liquid Waste Disposal Service
Cedar Lane Water Service (Salt Spring Island)
Magic Lake Estates Water Service (Pender Island)
Magic Lake Estates Water Second Service (Pender
Island)
Magic Lake Estates Sewer Service (Pender Island)
Lyall Harbour/Boot Cove Water Service (Saturna Island)
Surfside Park Estates Water Service (Mayne Island)
Skana Water Service (Mayne Island)
Gossip Island Electric Power Supply Service
The Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel will hear only
those complaints or appeals filed in writing with the
undersigned at least 48 hours in advance of its sitting.
A copy of the complete roll will be available for inspection
at the Capital Regional District, 625 Fisgard St., Victoria,
BC, from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm M-F; the Ganges Building
Inspection office, #206 - 118 Fulford-Ganges Rd. (above
the post office), Ganges, BC, from 8:30 am to noon and
1-4 pm M-F; commencing February 22, 2017.
Dated at Victoria, British Columbia, this 22nd day of
February 2017.
Nelson Chan, MBA, CPA, CMA; Chief Financial Officer
Capital Regional District

Fernwood Road Cafe
exhibition
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Talented brother and sister pair
Michael Levy and Barbara Levy have a
joint photo show at the Fernwood Road
Cafe this month, revealing a shared
appreciation of nature but unique artistic outcomes in Siblings’ Visions.
Michael is the more well-known of
the pair, having shared his images in
print and exhibition form since before
the digital revolution. Barbara is showing her work publicly for the first time.
She has more recently taken up the
art form, benefitting from her brother’s generosity through handed-down
equipment and guidance in technique.
The two undoubtedly share a strong
bond — Michael is the recipient of one
of Barbara’s kidneys — so it is interesting to see how their interests both converge and depart.
The series Michael is sharing in this
show formed the precursor to the work
he did for the Creations collaborative
exhibit with ceramic artist LeeAnn Norgard last year. His experiments with
adding texture to images by layering
photos of different opacities were to
become a key part of that show.
The practice differs from the more
common Photoshop method of “cutting out” one image and inserting it
into another scene. Instead, Levy layers
his texture shots onto landscapes or
wildlife portraits so that the patterns
of the first fully integrate into the second. For example, in Raven’s Storm the
dynamic crossgrain that produces a
sense of ocean in the background and
feathery ripples in the bird itself turns
out to have originated in a Levy cat’s fur.
Other sources include lichen, stains
on a metal trivet and the surface of a
sink. Fields of Gold is a farmhouse landscape in which a photograph of ocean
ripples becomes gentle clouds in the
sky, and the specific grain of cat tail fur
imbues a field of dried grass stalks.
“What it ends up doing is playing
not just with texture but with the scale
as well. It challenges us to look at the
relationships of the natural world a bit

Islet in the Pond by Barbara Levy.
better,” Levy said.
The layering effect also allows Levy
to step back from “straight” photography. He is known for his detailed, sharp
images and this is a softer approach.

“Throughout my life I’ve
felt that I’m a go-between,
trying to link disparate
peoples and cultures, and
with my poetry it’s the
same thing.”
BARBARA LEVY

Barbara Levy has a slightly softer edge
herself. Although still capturing images
in great clarity, there is a mystical side
to her appreciation of nature. Her Rhen
Poetry persona expresses the poetry
of both images and words, and takes
the humble brown wren as a source of
inspiration. Though often not noticed
with its plain plumage, the wren is curious, active and has a beautiful voice.
“Throughout my life I’ve felt that

I’m a go-between, trying to link disparate peoples and cultures, and with my
poetry it’s the same thing,” said Barbara,
who has been an ESL teacher and does
studies in classical Indian music.
Barbara is currently exploring an
artistic path that melds words and
images relating to the corvid family, expressing her love for Salt Spring’s
ravens and particularly for its crows.
All of her work is intended to showcase
the beauty in the everyday, and to help
viewers follow the light.
“I like to get in close but still create
an artistic shot using background and
light,” she explained.
Some of the exhibition images she
feels most relate to her current direction are those that use the macro lens
to elevate natural phenomena, such as
a minimalist island of snow and a fan of
reeds against a foreshortened backdrop
of pillowing snowbank. Similarly, ice
crystals become jewelled flower heads
in Contentment, in one shot, and in
another stretch into a landscape of fairy
architecture in Bridge into the Mystery.
Viewers can see the show at Fernwood Road Cafe through to March 18.
More images are available through the
Barbara Levy Poetry in Images and
Words and Flat Earth/Michael Levy
Photography pages on Facebook.
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FILM FESTIVAL

Inspirational and illuminating films at weekend festival
Plus directors talks, info
tables and more
By Patricia Lockie
S S F I L M F E S T I VA L S O C I E T Y

A program packed with engaging,
thought-provoking documentary
films, a bevy of obliging filmmakers
in attendance, ready to mingle and
talk about their work, not to mention
eye-appealing displays of delicious,
locally made food to sample . . . these
are the signature hallmarks of Salt
Spring’s annual film festival.
Opening on Friday night — Gala
Night — at Gulf Islands Secondary
School with Spirit Unforgettable,
the poignant story of how legendary
Celtic rock band Spirit of the West
came to terms with game-changing
news about their charismatic front
man, John Mann, the 18th annual
film festival continues throughout
the weekend.
Festival program guides are

available at select island locations,
including ArtSpring, the library,
Country Grocer — the event’s presenting sponsor — and Salt Spring
Books. The guide can also be downloaded from the festival website at
www.saltspringfilmfestival.com.
Here’s what a few festival insiders
picked as their “must see” choices.
For Therin Gower, chair of the festival society board, it’s My Love Affair
With the Brain, a profile of the life
and career of brain researcher and
scientist Dr. Marian Diamond.
“It’s a perfect blend of intriguing subject, well-paced intelligent
film-making packed with interesting
information and important social
history,” said Gower.
Festival manager James Cowan
has a Top 5 list. He likes Riverblue,
calling the film an eye-opener.
“How and where our clothes get
made has a huge impact on fresh
water. Frustrating and inspiring, this
is a well-made film,’ he said.

Cowan also likes Freightened: The
Real Price of Shipping, which captures the big picture of global shipping, as well as Inhabit, a film showing permaculture in many forms
and practices, and The Memory of
Fish, which is about the Elwha River
dam removal project, following one
dedicated man’s crusade to bring the
salmon back to that river.
Cowan’s final recommendation is
Tickling Giants, a film he describes
as “an incredible story about Egypt,
a former cardiologist turned political satirist and oppressive governments.”
Jane Aitken, festival administrator,
admires Reset, calling it a stunningly
beautiful-to-look-at film.
“Benjamin Millepied takes over as
director of one of the foremost ballet
companies in the world — the Paris
Opera Ballet—- and we see the challenges, triumphs and setbacks as he
tries to rejuvenate this 335-year-old
company,” said Aitken.

She also recommends Do Not
Resist, a film made without traditional documentary voiceover, or
the inclusion of “expert” talking
heads. “This stark and eye-opening
film simply points the camera at
the military-style police and their
refurbished weapons of war flooding onto the streets of U.S. communities.”
Aitken is a big fan of All Governments Lie. She advises “look past
the depressing title and be inspired
by the new band of independent
journalists who are challenging the
mainstream media and the governments they represent to tell the
truth.”
To keep you well nourished during what for some festival goers is a
virtual marathon of film watching,
a variety of appetizing food prepared by Jana’s Bake Shop, Coco
Loco Café and Laughing Daughters
Gluten Free Foods will be available.
Everything from breakfast good-

ies, savoury luncheon choices and
all-day snacks can be purchased.
Freshly made coffee is waiting for
you at the Ometepe Coffee table.
Friday night food will be available at
the Intermission Café located in the
multi-purpose area, as well as from
the GISS cafeteria. The Salt Spring
Coffee Company and Salt Spring
Water will both be there. Remember to take your own mug, glass or
water bottle to help cut down on
waste.
For your added comfort during the festival, seat cushions can
be rented by donation from the
Grand(m)others to Grandmothers
group. All proceeds go to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.
Keep in mind, too, that the festival
is a cash-only event and there are no
bank machines on site.
Admission to the film festival is by
purchase of a pass. See the festival
website at www.saltspringfilmfestival.com for all of the details.

LITERARY EVENT

The Performance author entertains at library
Ann Eriksson at the library on
Tuesday
Salt Spring’s library hosts B.C. writer Ann
Eriksson next week when she gives a reading
from her new novel, The Performance.
“Protagonist Hana Knight is a young classical pianist of privilege,” notes a library press
release about the book. “In the midst of her
ascent, Hana notices the alarming frequency
at which she encounters a homeless woman
named Jacqueline who continuously scrapes
together enough money to buy tickets to

Hana’s concerts. When the
two finally meet face to face,
the truth behind how Jacqueline knows Hana forces both
women to face harsh truths
about what they value most
in the world and how far away
from happiness they both
ANn
truly are. This discontent
ERIKsSON
binds them as they negotiate
a better understanding of one another in the
most uncomfortable of confrontations.”
The event runs on Tuesday, March 7 at 7
p.m.

“Taking the familiar trope of the family saga
and infusing it with the pace of a psychological thriller and adding the stylistic class motif
of Dickens, The Performance is a story of privilege, inequality, revenge and shame, written
in lyrical and powerful prose.”
Eriksson is the author of four previous
novels: Decomposing Maggie ( Turnstone,
2003), In the Hands of Anubis (Brindle &
Glass, 2009), Falling From Grace (Brindle &
Glass, 2011) and High Clear Bell of Morning (Douglas & McIntyre, 2014). Eriksson lives
on Thetis Island with her husband, poet Gary
Geddes.

ART EXHIBITION

Recycled art show returns to gallery
Tossed & Found: Part
Deux is bound to inspire
SUBMITTED BY the TOSSED &
FOUND group
Due to the over whelming
success of the first Tossed and
Found show last year, organizers and founders Shirley Command and Jaime Murdoch will
present Tossed and Found: Part
Deux at the Salt Spring Gallery
from March 10 to 28.
The purpose of the show is to
encourage emerging and established artists who use recycled
materials to create innovative
works of art. This year’s line-up
of artists includes seven artists
returning from last year’s show,
and welcomes seven new artists. The works were juried in
the fall and include an amazing
assortment of recycled materials, including but not limited to
broken pottery, electrical bits,
steel gears and garden tools,
vintage tin containers, wooden
frames, scrap glass, packaging,
beach finds and found objects.

Several of the artists employ
leftover materials from their
other occupations such as RaeAnne Huth, who is a tile setter,
Alison Sparshu, who is a farrier
and Nycki Samuels, who is a
welder by trade.

The quality and
diversity of these pieces
is astounding; the works
are bound to be as well
received by the public as
the works were at last
year’s exhibition.
All of the artists presenting
in the show are very creative
and skillful. Some pieces are
intended to bring attention
to serious issues affecting our
world and some are made to
simply bring a smile to the

viewers.
T h e re t u r n i n g a r t i s t s a re
Command, Murdoch, Huth,
Sparshu, Samuels, Peter Allan
and Niki Verzuh-Smith. Joining
them this year are Jana Gatien,
E r i n a n n e H a r p e r, A n e t t e
S c h ra g e, Ka re n Gra y, C h r i s
Clark, Heather Martin-McNab
and Sophia Johnson.
The quality and diversity of
these pieces is astounding; the
works are bound to be as well
received by the public as the
works were at last year’s exhibition.
To s s e d a n d Fo u n d w o u l d
like to acknowledge and thank
the Salt Spring Arts Council
for grants to assist with startup costs. They would also like
to thank the co-op members
at the Salt Spring Gallery who
have been ver y helpful and
encouraging while hosting the
show.
The artists look forward to
seeing everyone at the opening reception on Friday, March
10 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Salt
Spring Gallery.

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...
Five Star Moving Ltd.
Give us a call for Heating Fuel,
Gasoline or Diesel.
We also carry lube oils,
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Have you
thought
about your
Pet in an
Emergency?
For many of us on Salt Spring Island, our pets are part of
our family. In a major emergency you also need to have a
disaster plan for your animals.

We offer a free workshop to help you design your pet’s Grab and Go
bag, including have a small First Aid kit for pets. This workshop will
cover what to expect from your pet in a disaster, ways to keep your pet
safe (evacuation of pet or having to leave your pet), and handy tips for
dog owners.

RESCHEDULED:
Instructors: Sheri Standen and Monika Mayr
Date: 2:00 to 3:00 pm, Thursday, March 2, 2017
Location: 343 Lower Ganges Road

www.prepareyourself.ca
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Wed. Mar 1 Thur. Mar 2 Thur. Mar 2 Fri.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo - The Last
Schmaltz.
A concert of Klezmer music
and Chelm stories at All
Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10
p.m. Followed by optional tea
and treats.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With Dave & Ross.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub.
9 p.m.
Kiran Ahluwalia.
Juno-winner performs at
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust
Library Open Late.
Committee Meeting.
Salt Spring Public Library
Regular business meeting at
is open late on Wednesday
Lions Hall. 9:30 a.m. Town
evenings from 5 to 7 p.m. until hall begins at 12 noon, and
March 8.
more business follows in the
Art Reception: Sibylle
afternoon.
Leimbigler.
Salt Spring Weavers and
Opening reception for Sibylle Spinners Guild.
Leimbigler oil paintings, which Meets every Thursday at
are on exhibit in March in
ArtSpring at 10:30 a.m.
the Library Program Room.
Emergency Preparation
Reception from 5 to 6 p.m.
For Pets. RESCHEDULED from
Songjam. Pub-style singFeb. 17: Free workshop on
along to the soundtrack of our how to help keep your pet
lives. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.
safe during an emergency. 343
Lower Ganges Rd. 2 to 3 p.m.
Pre-registration required at
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca.

ACTIVITIES

Poetry Open Mic with
Christine Smart.
Featured poet Christine Smart
reads from The White Crow,
her latest collection of poetry
published by Hedgerow Press.
Salt Spring Public Library. 7
p.m. Reader sign-up at 6:45.
Introductory Squash
Sessions. Drop-in introductory sessions at the new
squash court at the golf club
on Thursdays in March. 7:30
to 9 p.m.

Fri.

Mar 3

ACTIVITIES

Mar 3

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Happy Daze.
Live at the Legion. 7:15 p.m.
Caleb Hart and the Royal
Youths.
Roots reggae soul band at
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Sat.

Mar 4

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Documentary
Film Festival - Opening Gala.
Festival opens at GISS with special dinner and desserts menu
starting 5:30 p.m. Feature film
Spirit Unforgettable with filmmakers and Spirit of the West
band members in attendance
at 7 p.m.

Argentine Tango Practica.
All are welcome to join the
tango group, Por el Amor del
Tango, at weekly practicas.
Every Friday at the Core Inn,
3rd floor. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: ssi.
tango@gmail.com.

Beginners Pickleball
Training. Lessons and practice
drills offered to get you going
with pickleball. At Salt Spring
Elementary School. 9 to 10 a.m.
Salt Spring Documentary
Film Festival.
Schedule of documentary films
in six screening rooms, plus
great food at the Intermission
Cafe and a Social Justice Bazaar.
GISS. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sample Peace Class. 10
weekly Saturday sessions to
discover inner resources –
inner strength, choice, and
self-awareness – and the
possibility of personal peace.
Non-religious, non-sectarian. 4
p.m. Enquire at www.ssi-peace.
com or call 250-538-6254.

ACTIVITIES

Farm Insurance
Presentation.
Jesse Edmonds, a commercial/
Whims family history, March 8 at Central Hall.
farm insurance advisor with
The Co-operators, gives a
presentation at the Farmers’
Institute in the upstairs meeting room. 1 p.m.
Mar 4
St. Margaret’s School Info
ACTIVITIES
Session.
Salt Spring Public Library
Mar 4 Thimble Farm Rainwater
Program Room. 3 to 6
Storage Fund Raffle Draw
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
p.m. RSVP to admissions@
Party.
stmarg.ca.
Treats and refreshments and
Happy Daze.
‘60s rock band plays at Moby’s draw of the many prize winners.
Green Store. 3 p.m.
Pub. 9 p.m.

Sat.

Sat.

Kiran Ahluwalia is at
ArtSpring March 2.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

HIDDEN FIGURES

March 3-7 Friday to Tuesday 7pm
Sunday 3matinee and 7pm

National
Theatre
Live
One Day Only
Thurs.
March 16th
3pm matinee
and 7pm
email thefritz@hotmail.ca to reserve tickets

g
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board

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.
Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!
Brought to you By PATTISON SuBaru.

EXHIBITIONS

CINEMA

• Hidden Figures — In heartwarming, crowd-pleasing fashion, Hidden
Figures celebrates a pivotal moment in American history. It is the incredible untold
story of brilliant African-American women working at NASA, who served as the
brains behind the launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit.
• The National Theatre Live: Amadeus — Recorded Live at The National
Theatre. Mozart, a rowdy young prodigy, arrives in Vienna, determined to make a
splash. Awestruck by his genius, court composer Antonio Salieri can promote his talent or destroy his name. With live orchestral accompaniment by Southbank Sinfonia.
Thursday, March 16 only. 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to
reserve tickets.

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE
EVENTS CALENDAR, EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

• Barbara Levy premiers her photographs of nature’s beauty, along with continuing works by her brother Michael Levy at Fernwood Road Cafe until March 18.
• Painter Florence Roberge presents New Directions from Bunbury Studio in the
Bateman gallery at ArtSpring through March 3.
• Mikaela Morgan shows acrylic paintings until March 6 at Kizmit Galeria/
Cafe.
• An exhibit of oil paintings by Sibylle Leimbigler are on display through
March in the Salt Spring Library Program Room. A reception takes place on
Wednesday, March 1 from 5 to 6 p.m.
• Sabrina Ali shows photography highlighted by lines of her poetry at the Salt
Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
• Margaret Ann Argiro shows photographs from Haida Gwaii in the hallway at
Salt Spring Coffee Co.
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
PAGE 22

Sun.

Mar 5

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Tue.

Mar 7

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Documentary
Film Festival. See Saturday’s
listing.
Rollerblading. Every Sunday
at Fulford Hall from 1 to 3 p.m.
Introductory Squash
Sessions. Salt Spring Squash
Court. Sundays through March.
1:30 to 3 p.m.

Ann Eriksson Book Launch:
The Performance. Thetis Island
author of four previous novels
introduces lyrical and gripping
new work contrasting the
wealthy circles of Manhattan’s
cultural elite, and the stark
existence of those who struggle
to survive from day to day. Salt
Spring Public Library. 7 p.m.

Mon.

Mar 6

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Toastmasters.
Meet at Shared Space. 7 p.m.

Wed.

Mar 8

ACTIVITIES

Gulf Islands School Board.
Public welcome to business
Fulford School. 1 p.m.
Mar 7 meeting.
Ninth Annual Scrabble
Fundraiser. See Tuesday’s listACTIVITIES
Introductory Squash Sessions. ing. Salt Spring Inn. 2 to 4 p.m.
The Whims Family of Salt
Salt Spring Squash Court.
Spring Island: Farming,
Tuesdays through March. 9 to
Family and Social Friction.
10:30 a.m.
Salt Spring Historical Society preNinth Annual Scrabble
sentation at Central Hall. 2 p.m.
Fundraiser. Grand(m)others
International Women’s Day
to Grandmothers group hosts
annual fundraiser. Games at Salt Changemakers Celebration.
SWOVA event with tapas and
Spring Inn. 2 to 4 p.m.
Floor Hockey. Every Tuesday at treats honouring nominated
volunteer “changemakers” in
Fulford Hall. 7:30 p.m.
our community.
ArtSpring. 7 p.m.
Library Open
Late.
See last
Wednesday’s
listing.
Songjam.
See last
Wednesday’s
listing.

Tue.

Saltspring Driftwood Ad March 1 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

th Annual Scrabble
109th
Annual Scrabble
Fundraiser
Fundraiser

Tues.-Wed., March 7-8

at SS Inn - 2 to 4 p.m.
Sat., March 11 at Penny’s Pantry on the Green - 6 to 9 p.m.
A SSI Grand(m)others to Grandmothers fundraiser
Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250 537 1522

D.W. Salty

is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.
If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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FUNDRAISER

Scrabble games support grandmothers organization
Annual fundraiser culminates
in games and auction
SUBMITTED BY SS GRAND(M)OTHERS TO
GRANDMOTHERS
The month of March promises spring,
with snowdrops blooming and daffodils
and tulips poking out of the soil.
For the Salt Spring Grand(m)others to
Grandmothers, March promises hope to
African grandmothers, and the children
they care for, children who have lost their
parents to HIV/AIDS.
The Ninth Annual Scrabble Fundraiser
is a series of games for recreational and
competitive players on March 7 and 8 at
the Salt Spring Inn, with final games and
a silent auction on March 11 at Penny’s
Pantry on the Green at the golf club.
We in the western world often assume
that AIDS/HIV is easily treated with medication, but it still decimates populations.
Some 36.7-million people worldwide
were living with HIV/AIDS at the end of
2015, and 25.6 million of those lived in
sub-Saharan Africa.
T h e S t e p h e n L e w i s Fo u n d a t i o n
launched the Grandmothers Campaign
in 2006, and now over 240 Grandmothers
groups support 300 projects in 15 countries, providing basics such as food and

health care, school fees and uniforms,
and community-building and counselling, as well as micro-financing for business initiatives.
Canadians are inspired by stories
such as Karmella’s, who is supporting 21
grandchildren; and by the three Ugandan
brothers, themselves AIDS orphans, who
started an organization that supports
over 300 orphans and 200 grannies; and
by Thulisle, a Swaziland grandmother living with HIV, who runs a feeding program
for vulnerable children from her home
and goes out into the community as a
trained caregiver to support terminally ill
neighbours. The future of Africa depends
on the resilience of their children, and the
children, in turn, on the resilience of their
grandmothers.
The Salt Spring Grand(m)others have
proudly raised nearly $113,000 since
2009, with the generosity of islanders,
friends and family, but help is still desperately needed. You are cordially invited to
join in the Scrabble Fundraiser by enjoying a game or two at one of our events this
March. You’ll enjoy good food, fun and
friendship. You can play by donation, get
sponsored pledges from others, and if you
can’t come out please donate via https://
slf.akaraisin.com/. Charitable tax receipts
are available.
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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Clockwise from bottom left, Christine Witherspoon, Diane Lugsdin, Oni Freeman, Beth Gessinger, Jill Tarswell and Connie Holmes play Scrabble in preparation for this year’s fundraiser for
the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

NOTICE OF NOMINATION
SALT SPRING ISLAND
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
OF for
TRUSTEES
D.W. Salty isELECTION
looking for material
his column,
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AGRICULTURE

Farm insurance plans in focus
The Co-operators
discuss options at
Friday presentation
Salt Spring farmers who may
not be happy with their farm
insurance policy have an opportunity this week to hear what
The Co-operators can do for
them.
This Friday, March 3 at 1
p.m. in the Farmers’ Institute
upstairs meeting room, commercial/farm insurance advisor Jesse Edmonds will give a
presentation on the approach
and flexibility provided by The
Co-operators.
The opportunity came out of
a discussion of concerns within the Salt Spring Poultry Club,
with sponsorship by the Farmers’ Institute.
“A number of farmers were
sharing a frustration with what
seemed to be in-flexibilities
from their providers and an
unwillingness to create policies
that reflect the actual needs of
the farm,” said Margaret Thomson, a member of the poultry
club. “We are interested to hear
what The Co-operators can do
in consideration of the size of
the farm, the various outbuildings that may or may not need
coverage, and the levels of risk

associated with the farm produce.”
The Co-operators also provides discounts to
members of other co-operatives that operate in the
area. More information on how that works will be
presented at the event.
Edmonds has also agreed to spend “one-on-one”
time with participants following his presentation.
If anyone wishes to have him review their current
coverage and suggest how The Co-operators could
serve them better, they should bring their current
policy along.
Everyone is welcome. Admission is free for poultry club members. Non-members are asked to offer
a small donation.

SAMPLE CLASS
S AT U R DAY 4 P M *

SALT SPRING ISLAND

PEACE CLASS
G E T D E TA I L S AT

www.ssi-peace.com
or call 250 538-6254

No cost.
*also Tuesday, March 7th at 7PM

Notice is hereby
given to the owners of land within the Salt Spring Island Fire
If you have information on any of our
Protection District
that
nominations
for trustee (2 positions) will be received
streets,
please
contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
between:
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

9:00 A.M. Tuesday March 14th, 2017
and 4:00 P.M. Friday March 24th, 2017

During which period the nomination documents shall only be received during the
office hours of Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. at the Ganges
Fire Hall or arrangements may be made to file nomination documents by phoning
Thomas Moore at (250) 472 0059.
The two (2) Trustee positions are for a three year term commencing at the end of the
Annual General Meeting to be held on April 24th, 2017 and terminating at the end
of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the year 2020.
The Election to be held on Saturday, April 22nd, 2017 at the Ganges Fire Hall from
8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. in the Meeting Room. An Advance Voting opportunity will
be held in the Meeting Room on Wednesday, April 12th 2017 between the hours
of 9:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.. Candidates shall be nominated by two duly qualified
electors of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District. Nomination forms may
be obtained at the Fire Hall or from Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer (250)472
0059.
Those persons eligible to vote at this election will have the following qualifications:
1. Be a Canadian Citizen
2. Be eighteen years of age or older
3. Be a resident in the Province of British Columbia for at least six months prior
to this election
4. Be an owner of land within the boundaries of the Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District
5. One vote is also allowed for each board or corporation that owns land within
the Fire Protection District. The Board or Corporation must designate one
person in writing to act as an authorized agent to vote on its behalf.
If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners
may vote providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No persons may vote
more than once with the exception that they may vote as an authorized agent and
personally if they own land on a personal basis.
Dated at Ganges, B.C.
this 28th day of February 2017

Thomas F. Moore
Returning Officer
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

EVERY FRIDAY

EVERY SUNDAY

EVERY MONDAY

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last
Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Harbour House Hotel Crofton Room.
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m.
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the first
and third Wednesdays of the month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back.

BINGO at Meaden Hall, hosted by the Legion Ladies
Auxiliary on the first and third Thursdays of each
month. 7 p.m.
BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the first
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 2
p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or clairebeariona@
yahoo.com.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 3 p.m.
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library
Program Room on the first Thursday of the month.
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-3014
for address and more information. Free introductory
lectures by appointment.

AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness
Centre. Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info:
Alan, 250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at
weekly practicas. Core Inn, 3rd floor. 8 to 10 p.m.
Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30
p.m.
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 3 p.m.
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move
with less pain and stress by learning how to make
any activity more effective and more enjoyable. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com.
FRIDAY ADVENTURE CAMP for ages 6 to 12 years
runs every Friday that school is not in session. SS
Elementary School gym. Info/registration through
PARC: 250-537-4448.
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library Program
Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings his vast
collection of board games, or you can bring your
own. 6 to 9 p.m.
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors
at 12:15 p.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME - Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and their
families/caregivers. SS Library. 1:30 p.m.

BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and highschool players run at the GISS gym from 7 to 9 p.m.
Bring own racquets and non-marking gym shoes. Info:
Gail, 250-653-4613.
INTRODUCTORY SQUASH SESSIONS at the new
squash court at the golf course property from 1:30 to 3
p.m. through March. Bring clean non-marking shoes.
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS Wellness
Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m.
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium. 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS - Drop-in and play
doubles tennis for ages 16 and up at Centre Court
(behind the golf course) from 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura
Moore, 250-537-0721.
ROLLERBLADING at Fulford Hall. 1 to 3 p.m. For all
ages. Equipment available.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210
Cedar Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-5375667
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga.
3:30 p.m.

TOASTMASTERS is a dedicated band of public
speaking learners and enthusiasts meeting at the
Shared Space Community Hub, Unit #1 Merchant
Mews, 315 Upper Ganges Rd. every Monday (except
for statutory holidays). 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are always
welcome.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
VINYASA FOUNDATIONS at The Nest Hot Yoga. 9:30
to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed Levels
- 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
BOOMERFIT FULFORD HALL. Focus is on the Boomer
demographic, covering all aspects of fitness with a
mindful approach, offering a safe and injury-free
environment for all fitness levels. 9 to 10 a.m. Trisha
Moroz-Barstead, CPT, Contact: trisha.synergyfit@
gmail.com, 250-653-4656
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer,
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring Literacy.
By appointment at the literacy centre at 126
Hereford Ave. or by calling 250-537-9717 or emailing
coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
HOT HATHA yoga class at The Nest Hot Yoga. 9:30 to
10:45 a.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. Everyone
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the Salt
Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at Stowel
Lake Farm. Teachings offered by donation with Insight
Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 to 8:30 p.m.
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m.
MIXED FUTSAL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m. Will move
outdoors in spring for soccer.
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio,
104 Langs Rd. This innovative movement class features
the work of John Pepper and is suitable for people
with neurological conditions that are highly
motivated to learn solutions for movement difficulties.
2 to 3:30 p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250-537-5681,
anna@bonesforever.com
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body
conditioning system that builds flexibility and long,
lean muscles, strength and endurance.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym.
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. Hatha flow at The
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m.
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always
welcome.
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics meets
at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear annex. 12
noon.
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and highschool players run at the GISS gym from 8 to 10 p.m.
Bring own racquets and non-marking gym shoes. Info:
Gail, 250-653-4613.
DANCE TEMPLE 55+ at SSI Wellness Centre. 3 to
4:30 p.m.
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman,
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
INTRODUCTORY SQUASH SESSIONS at the new
squash court at the golf course property from 7:30 to 9
p.m. through March. Bring clean non-marking shoes.
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12 to 1 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre.
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA at Antler Ridge Dance Studio, 211 Horel
Rd. 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. See Tuesday Nia
description. Chairs are available for those dealing
with movement challenges. Info/registration: Arleen,
movingtobealive@gmail.com.
PICKLEBALL at Fernwood Elementary School gym. 6
to 9 p.m. No experience necessary.
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business
people meets on the second Thursday of each month
at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special guest speakers
each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.com
SALT SPRING WEAVERS AND SPINNERS
GUILD meets at ArtSpring. 10:30 a.m. See www.
saltspringweaversandspinners.com for program
details.
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 734
Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: Marilynne,
250-537-5356.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to
3 p.m.
TAI CHI EVENING BEGINNERS’ CLASS at Cedar Lane
Studio. 6 to 8 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-Sea,
10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring Seniors.
2 p.m.

EVERY SATURDAY
ALL LEVELS Vinyasa yoga class at The Nest Hot
Yoga. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m.
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place.
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m.
LIFE DRAWING at the Core Inn, 3rd floor. 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. Info: Martin, 250-537-8493.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium.
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with beginners training from 9
to 10 a.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-5371721.
TODDLER TIME for children aged one to three and
their caregivers. Salt Spring Public Library. 10:30
a.m.
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at the
Wellness Centre from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY
OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last Sunday
of every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex. 7 to 11
p.m. Everyone welcome to alcohol-free event with
good music and munchies. Info: 260-653-9856

MONDAY
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually meets on
the third Monday of each month at the SS United
Church hall at 7 p.m.
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually
meets on the third Monday of each month at the
Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m. Public welcome.
Confirm meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on the
fourth Monday of each month at the Portlock Park
Portable. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Public welcome.

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT BEAVER POINT HALL. Focus is on
the Boomer demographic, covering all aspects of
fitness with a mindful approach, offering a safe and
injury-free environment for all fitness levels. 9 to
10 a.m. Trisha Moroz-Barstead, CPT. Contact: trisha.
synergyfit@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
CRIBBAGE at the Legion. 1 p.m.
DARTS at the Legion. 5:30 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info:
Alice Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
KUNDALINI YOGA at North End Fitness. 7 to 8:15 a.m.
MIXED BASKETBALL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors from
10 a.m. to 12 noon.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual
coffee mornings for its members at Penny’s On the
Green at 10 a.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: Stephanie,
250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring with Conrad
Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info Desk
Programs binder.
Sessions are available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and adults
at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 6 p.m., and
adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 250-538-5549;
alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1 p.m.
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring Seniors.
6:30 p.m.
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop in at Fulford Hall. 7:30 p.m.
Required: hockey stick and runners.
INTRODUCTORY SQUASH SESSIONS at the new
squash court at the golf course property from 9 to
10:30 a.m. through March. Bring clean non-marking
shoes.
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt Spring
Seniors. 10:30 a.m.
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@mender.
ca or meetup.com/reinless/
MOKSHA INSPIRED Level-2 Yoga class at The Nest
Hot Yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m.
NIA at Salt Spring United Church Hall. 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. The expressive fun of dance, the power
of martial arts, the mindfulness of yoga and more.
Discover the joy, and healing benefits of moving
“your body’s way.” No dance experience necessary.
Info/registration: Arleen, movingtobealive@gmail.
com.
NIA runs at Antler Ridge Studio from 6:15 to 7:45
p.m. Info/register: Arleen, movingtobealive@gmail.
com.
PICKLEBALL at Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and at
Fernwood Elementary from 7 to 9 p.m.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival,
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9
p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk at North
End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-2056
or http://smartsomatics.shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to
3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All Levels at SSI
Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.

MAXWELL, TUAM, BRUCE...

MAN’S
BEST FRIEND’S N
Reaching the peak has never Abeen
so easy!
VISIT JPSUBARUVIC TORIA.COM FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM

TOURING PACKAGE | LEV $14,025 plus taxes | Stock # JP7054 | Model # HJ2TP

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC (250) 474-2211

458

$33,470* $

LEASE PAYMENT
FOR 48 MONTHS*
$0 DOWN
1.9% LEASE RATE

*Advertised prices consist of MSRP including charges for Freight &
PDI of $1,675, Federal A/C Excise Tax of $100, and a full tank of gas.
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security deposit. Models shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i premier w/ Tech Package & 2017 Forester 2.0 XT AT w/ Tech Package. Offers applicable
on approved credit. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 kilometers
per year for 48 months with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and
financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by
TCCI. Other lease and financing programs are available. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely
for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown. Offers
available until February 28, 2017. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for
complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing
methods. Dealer #40319.
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STEM focus beginning of exciting future
ANJALI
continued from 13
When the family was first looking
at the program, they were thinking Campbell would commute
to Victoria every day. The more
they thought about, though, they
realized that being able to attend
after-school programs would be
an even greater benefit. Students
in residence are required to join
four extra curricular activities, with
participation in science/maths, the
arts, fitness and service.
A new option this year that
allows students to board five days
and go home for weekends turned
out to be the right fit, although
the adjustment was tough to get
used to for everyone at first — even

more so because students spend
the first three weeks of the school
year without any weekends home.
Campbell was definitely feeling
sad and homesick at first.
Campbell said the school’s orientation trip to Strathcona Provincial Park’s outdoor education centre helped a lot with the transition.
Fun activities and team-building
exercises helped her get to know
other girls and make friends, which
in turn made it easier to ask questions.
The shift from a more informal
learning environment to a highly
structured academic program was
another challenge that Campbell
had to overcome after a school
career based on alternative and
community programs.

“It’s very different from what
I’m used to, and there was a lot
of adapting that I had to do,” she
said. “I never had a curriculum
with different classes and different teachers who are specialists.
But I think that was really good
for showing that you can learn
in so many different ways. Once
you’ve been taught that style you
can adapt.”
Campbell said along with the
focused academic support, one of
the best parts of the move is that
she’s surrounded by peers with the
same goals and interests, which
helps propel everyone along their
educational path. She recently
entered her first-ever science fair
and came away with the Judge’s
Choice Award for Grades 7/8 after

creating a video game for blind
people.
C a m p b e l l ’s p a r e n t s a r e
impressed with the fact their
daughter continues to come home
excited every weekend, talking
nonstop about her classes and
what she’s learned. One recent
bonus was a trip to Engineering
Day at the University of Victoria,
where students participated in
challenges and activities.
“It was such an incredible day
and they learned so much. It feels
like it’s opened up this whole world
for her,” Moreau said.
With her eagerness to take a leap
with her education, coding and
robotics could be just the start of an
exciting future for Campbell in the
STEM fields.

BOOK RELEASE

Centennial canoe feat recounted
Van Tamelen shares story of epic journey
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

As the nation gears up to celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary
this year, a new book by a Salt Spring resident shares how a rugged
group of modern-day voyageurs honoured the centenary event in
1967.
Canadian Canoe Expedition is Jon van Tamelen’s self-published
story of a 5,200-mile journey by river, lake and portage from northern British Columbia to Expo ’67 in Montreal. Led by a driven Polish immigrant named Adolf Ikert and involving a motley crew of
Canadian backwoodsmen and paddling enthusiasts from across
the country, the adventure failed to qualify for federal government funding but won the praise of then Prime Minister Lester B.
Pearson. A letter sent to the crew after their journey’s successful
completion said it was “without a doubt the most spectacular individual Centennial project” that Pearson had heard about.
Van Tamelen, who grew up along the Peace River in Alberta,
was working on the W.A.C. Bennett Dam near Hudson’s Hope,
B.C. when he received an invitation to sign on to the trip as bow
paddler. It was set to begin with the break-up of the river ice at the
beginning of May and to end at Expo at the very end of August, replicating in reverse the route that Alexander Mackenzie took while
exploring western Canada from 1788 to 1793.
For authenticity’s sake, the 25-foot canoe (made of canvas
and wood rather than birchbark) included eight crewmen who
dressed in tanned moosehide shirts and mukluks for the entire
four months. Though a support team travelled by bus and met
them from time to time, for the most part the crew made camp and
cooked meals by the fire in the spirit of the true “coureurs des bois.”
As van Tamelen recounts, this was in marked contrast to the
official Centennial Canoe Pageant, which featured teams travelling
between Rocky Mountain House and Montreal. These groups had
government backing so the participants were paid a daily wage.
Their support teams met them at every stop with camp all set up
and meals prepared. They also had two “spares” per boat so they
could take days off and rest up.
Although Ikert’s group had failed to be accepted into the spon-

sored pageant, van Tamelen
describes a thrilling welcome
in most of their designated
stops. The group was fêted by
town mayors, and treated to
dinners from their departure
from Pouce Coupe to their triumphant entry into Québec
at Coteau Landing. A curious
exception was in Ontario, where
the provincial police mounted
an aggressive dismissal. Even
Detroit, which they visited as
Mackenzie had, welcomed
them with a luxury hotel stay
and the keys to the city, despite
being in the middle of race riots.
Van Tamelen is able to include many details of the journey
thanks to the log book and his journal entries. Unfortunately this
sometimes makes for a confusing change of tenses, as he is apt to
move from past to present within single paragraphs. Some of the
details may also make the modern reader feel a little uncomfortable, so it’s good to remember the action was taking place 50 years
ago when norms were different.
One glaring example is how the men steal a fledgling owl out of
the nest and make it their mascot at the beginning of the journey.
Van Tamelen says he is the only one who didn’t think it was a fine
idea, although everyone winds up getting attached to “Charlie”
until he learns to fly and abandons ship.
In other cases the writer turns out to be a prescient observer of
environmental issues on Canada’s waterways — some of which
federal and provincial bodies are still struggling to clean up. He
recounts horrors such as sewage dumps in the North Saskatchewan River, floating farm animal carcasses littering the Assiniboine,
and industrial fumes that caused him to black out while trying not
to breathe paddling past the Hamilton Steel Mill.
The author will be sharing some of this amazing experience with
the public during a book launch at the library scheduled for March
9, 4 p.m. at the library.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569
Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Please visit our website

www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice
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Cards’ joy fails to match that of freed humans
Missing candyman’s role
filled by colleague
BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Free at last! The piles of snow which had
kept everyone homebound were mostly
gone and driveways cleared (sort of) on
Feb. 12, so five full tables joyfully assembled
at Seniors for bridge.
Unfortunately the cards did not dispense joy but substituted terrible hands.

BRIDGETRICKS
Those who overcame the misery best were
Flo Laundry and Lynn Thorburn, and there
was a tie for second place when Brent Vickers and John Jefferson got the same score
as George Laundry and Terry Clement.
Third place went to Liz and Oleh Mycyk,
while Gisela Welsh and Judith Borbas came
fourth.
By Feb. 20 things were back to normal

and four full tables arrived to enjoy interesting hands. The oft-time winners were again
Jeff Bell and Prem Margolese, but second
place went to Patricia Brown and Jill Evans
for a change. The third spot was occupied
by the Mycyks, and Blanche Poborsa with
Vic Parks came fourth. In the temporary
absence of Candyman Nick Beringer, it
was Gisela Welsh who generously stepped
in and provided a bowl of those delectable
morsels of wrapped Lindt dark chocolate
Nick was wont to distribute to all the players. Many sweetened thanks!

Call us to advertise in the
award winning 33rd edition of

The Gulf Islander
250.537.9933
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Celebrating Volunteer Changemakers
— for International Women’s Day 2017—

This year SWOVA partnered with Volunteer and Community
Resources to identify women volunteers of all ages who are
“changemakers,” having made a significant difference to the wellbeing of Salt Spring’s diverse community. A call for nominees
went out, and 14 women will be honoured at a tapas and treats
event from 7 to 9 p.m. at ArtSpring on International Women’s
Day, which is Wednesday, March 8. Tickets are available through
ArtSpring.

Anne Marshall was nominated for her exceptional example of unending generosity to our
community and around the world. In the past,
she has been active in many charities, but more
recently she spearheaded the refugee committee,
bringing a family of five and a single young man
to safety here on Salt Spring Island. Anne has been
available to help in every aspect of the newcomers’ lives, organizing the almost daily visits from
settlement team members who are supporting the
family’s integration into the community. Anne is
always looking for a way to be helpful, despite an
already busy life.

Barb Aust was nominated for her dedication
to the Greenwoods board of directors, the Physician Recruitment Committee and the Salt Spring
Community Health Advancement Network. She
is very highly regarded in our community as a
mediator and as someone who can help organizations set up and review their systems and
accountability. She is working with others to
create an age-friendly community for seniors
on Salt Spring. Barb is known for her warmth,
thoughtfulness, her commitment to collaboration and her directness. Her dedication to
making positive change in our community, particularly in the fields of health and education, is
huge, and she deserves to be recognized for all
the good she provides this community.

Margaret MacKenzie is a former social worker
who has been the chair of the Salt Spring Island
Community Services Society board for the past
three years. Her gracious and respectful manner
in dealing with people, coupled with her integrity
and background knowledge, have made such a
difference to the organization. She is a true team
player and has a natural ability to listen carefully,
to consider others’ opinions and to understand
their point of view. She goes above and beyond on
a daily basis to ensure that people have their say
and to make sure that everyone is treated fairly
and respectfully.

Anne Marshall

Melanie Morris was nominated for her work
as the volunteer facilitator for the Seniors Wellness Program transportation excursions, one of
the programs run by Better At Home Services,
which is under the umbrella of Salt Spring Island
Community Services. Melanie drives seniors
to off-island excursions almost every week to
enjoy places such as the Shaw Discovery Centre,
thrift store browsing, and pubs like the Crow and
Gate. Melanie genuinely cares for her clients and
brings fun and laughter into the job. Her caring
and positive personality is easily felt by those
around her, making the activities even more
enjoyable.

Margaret MacKenzie

Melanie Morris

Lise Poitras is a silent hero who quietly and
determinedly goes about her weekly volunteer
work at the Lady Minto Thrift Shop, food bank,
and Salt Spring Island United Church. Lise is
understanding and respectful of those who may
be struggling, are marginalized, or simply need
one of her kind gestures. At the United Church’s
annual WinterFaire, with the help of husband
Lloyd, she makes 123 authentic tourtières and
50 fruit cakes! She claims she always gets a lot
more out of her volunteer work than what she
gives, and the bonus is it helps someone in the
interim.

Lise Poitras

Tiffany Wightman is a counsellor at SIMS, a
mother of three, an OPT certified sexual health
educator, and an avid volunteer (approximately
20 hours a week). She is in the second year of the
Tsunami Circus program at SIMS, which gives
students an opportunity to be physically active
in a unique environment. The program promotes
inclusion of all students, regardless of their background, starting talent, age and abilities, as she
believes anyone with a keen interest and willingness to practice with perseverance can accomplish
their goals. She organizes every aspect of this event
and she fiercely loves working with youth, and is
inspired by the joy they bring to the program.

Tiffany Wightman
Wendy Vine inspired a multitude of children
and families on Salt Spring in her 20-year teaching career. She has always gone above and beyond
what was asked of her, and demonstrated a devotion and creativity that was an inspiration to others. In Wendy’s years as secretary on the Community Services Society board of directors, she has
been a wise and compassionate partner in helping
to guide the board team through both rewarding and challenging times, and has done so with
undying enthusiasm and good humour. Wendy
currently volunteers with the sailing club, the
Transitions Thrift Store and Salt Spring Literacy’s
Giant Book Sale.

Barb Aust

Kisae Petersen

Kisae Petersen was nominated twice for her
work in the community. During her 18 years on the
island, she has volunteered for the parent advisory
groups of the co-op preschool, Salt Spring Centre
School, SIMS, GISS and District Parent Advisory
Council.
She is currently the chair of the Salt Spring Island
Housing Council.
Kisae currently works for Island Women Against
Violence and the Salt Spring Foundation. She has
worked to support the efforts of many non-profit
organizations in our community, including Meadowbrook, Salt Spring Conservancy, ArtSpring, Transition Salt Spring, Transition Salt Spring Economic
Cooperative and the Salt Spring Water Preservation
Society.
She has a strong commitment to affordable
housing initiatives and a deep love for our diverse
and creative community.

Stay tuned for next week’s Driftwood where we recognize the
rest of this year’s changemakers roster: Marguerite Lee, Victoria
Olchowecki, Susan Grace, Lottie Devindisch, Michelle BennettPeters and our lifetime changemaker, Maggie Ramsey.

Wendy Vine
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

DEADLINES

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

All liner ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

DEATHS

DEATHS

INFORMATION

FINANCIAL SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

http://saltspring.bc.libraries.coop/
Salt Spring Island Public Library

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

LEGALS

GET
NOTICED

The Performance

Irene Anne
Jenkins

j

by Ann Eriksson

Feb. 3, 1940 - Feb. 7, 2017

Maria
Graham,
nee
Madaleine
Hale,
passed
peacefully in her sleep,
predeceased by one daughter,
leaving her husband, Dr. Roland
Graham and ten remaining
children, 15 grandchildren and
1 great grand child.
Maria grew up in Montreal and as a teen was a
competitive swimmer and diver and almost made it
to the Olympics. At twenty-one, she married Roland
(Eddie) Graham and they moved out West. She took
up oil paints which she enjoyed all her life. When
most of the kids were grown, she studied nursing. She
had fun meeting people at garage sales. She was very
dedicated to her spiritual life in Subud and attended
world congresses in New York, Germany, Columbia
and Spokane.
Mom, may Angels joyously fly you up to heaven
where your many friends await a lovely soul returning
home.
A memorial service will be held on March 18th,
2017, 2 pm, at 3281 Harriet Rd, Victoria, BC.

Anne died at home in her
77th year after a long struggle
with Cancer. She was born
in Vancouver to George W.
Robinson and Mary Glen Stuart and married
Don M. Jenkins on April 19, 1958 in Vancouver.
Anne raised her family while working with
Don in the family business in Tsawwassen,
Langley and Mission BC. She enjoys many years
with her family swimming, boating, gardening
and managing a Girl’s Soccer Team.
Anne is survived by her husband Don, children
Linda, George, Patrick (Lisa), Barbara (Gary
Bayda), grandchildren Jason, David, Michelle,
Victoria, Nicholas, Chase and Jessie and her Great
Grand Children Aislin, Devon, Cohen, Solvie &
Brodie.
Special Thanks to Dr. D. Kalf, Carolyn, Karen,
Leanee and all the staff at VIH Home Nursing
Care Centre for the exceptional loving care that
Anne enjoyed.
Anne will be sadly missed by the family she was
so devoted to and by her many friends.

j

A Memorial - Celebration of Life
will be held later in the Spring.

Stanley F. Teitge
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

IN MEMORIAM

(AKA Dad, Poppy, Grandpa, or Stan)
Died at his home in Duncan, BC, on February 11th 2017.
Dad had a stroke on January 4th and after a brief time in
the hospital returned home to spend his last days being
loved and cared for by his family. Many thanks to the
support from home care services and his family doctor.
Dad was born in Edmonton in 1934 and spent his
early childhood living in a small log cabin near Jasper,
AB. After a few years in the Air Force, he trained as
a draftsman, continuing this work even past his
formal retirement in 1994. He married his first wife
Lorraine (Bailey) in 1956 who predeceased him in
1976. He married Marie (Earthy) in 1981. Dad was
very proud of their blended family which includes 12
children, numerous grandchildren and a few great
grandchildren.

book launch

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer
Employment/Licensing loss? Travel/Business opportunities? Be embarrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.
File Destruction. Free Consultation
1-800-347-2540.

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? Restrictions
in
Walking/Dressing?
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply Today For Assistance: 1-844-4535372.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
LAMPLIGHTER MOTEL in Kamloops BC seeking Chamber person/
desk clerk. Send resume to anilparekh23@gmail.com or call 250-3723386. No experience necessary will
train right person.
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available.
Get online training you need from
an employer-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your workat-home career today!

HELP WANTED
FISHING Guides an amazing opportunity awaits you in Haida Gwaii.
Candidates must have a positive attitude, excellent work ethics, be a
team player and have boat handling
and ﬁshing technique experience.
Our season runs June 1 to September 4. We are a smaller, quaint
lodge, accommodating 12-16 anglers per session. If you are the
right candidate for this opportunity
please send your resume.

SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 22

Dad lived a good life in his retirement, taking pleasure
in the simple things such as his daily breakfast of
toast and jam, a good beach walk, a glass of scotch
(sometimes a bit more when sharing with others), and
reading many, many books.

Some of his best years were spent on Saltspring
Island, where we will be celebrating Dad’s life on
the afternoon of March 26th
at Fulford Hall.
Please email vnperson67@gmail.com
if interested in attending.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

Book Launch of

Dec 21, 1931 - Jan 16, 2017

Dad treasured his lifelong relationships and enjoyed
creating new ones. He was quietly generous with his time
and resources; pleased to take on community projects
where his skills would be useful. He was more rough
around the edges than highly polished but gave loyalty,
respect, truthfulness and was authentic to the core.

PERSONAL SERVICES

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 7PM

Maria Graham,
nee Madaleine Hale

He never stopped learning new skills and crafts and
enjoyed restoring classic cars when he wasn’t building
something beautiful out of wood for his family and
friends. His drive to be creative and productive never
waned and nothing pleased him more than passing
on his extensive knowledge to others. With something
always on the go, Dad leaves a few projects for us to
finish; likely this is the way he’d want it to be. We remain
in awe of Dad’s genius.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES
HOSPICE AD MAR.1

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMING EVENTS

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

1-855-527-4368
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COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Salt Spring Island Historical Society
REGULAR MEETING

2:00 pm Wednesday, March 8, 2017 at

CENTRAL HALL

The Whims Family of Salt Spring Island:
Farming, Family and Social Friction”
ALL ARE WELCOME

Place place your shopping tapes in Box 131 at Country Grocer
to support the Archives.

Please donate online at: saltspringarchives.com or
in person to Box 256 Ganges PO, V8K 2V9
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& Public
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AnnuAL
GenerAL
MeetinG
Monday March 27, 2017
at 1:30 PM
At the Lion’s Hall
~~~~~~~~

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

Mollie’s 90th

“When
someone you
love
becomes a
memory the
memory
becomes a
treasure”

INFORMATION

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

MEDICAL HEALTH
CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Attention British Columbia residents:
Do you or someone you know suffer from a disability? Get up to
$40,000 from the Canadian Government. Toll-free 1-888-511-2250
or
www.canadabeneﬁt.ca/free-assessment

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, March 16, 2017
Library Program Room
4:00 p.m.
All active Library cardholders are welcome to
attend and are eligible to vote at the meeting.
Refreshments will be served.
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READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

PHOTO COURTESY FULFORD COMMUNITY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

LUCKY WINNER:
Salt Spring Fire Chief
Arjuna George and
Fulford school principal
Marie Mullens congratulate student William
McDermott on winning
an iPad mini from a fire
safety program draw of
Vancouver Island and
Gulf Islands students.
The presentation took
place at the Fulford
whole school meeting
on Thursday.

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com

sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): A push and pull
scenario continue. You are eager to push
forward and forge ahead but you also feel
pulled within. Deciphering how you can have
both remains important. Be aware that Venus
Retrograde can make you feel extra sensitive
to whether you think others are accepting
or rejecting you. Accept yourself with full
embrace!
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): As eager as you are
to get going with manifesting your dreams,
you may first have to realize what some of
them are. Seeing the blue sky behind the
clouds may require a little extra effort. But
doing so is exactly the point right now. Take
note of both but keeping focusing to see
through and beyond.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): You have been
called within. Answering this call is actually
your job right now. It may not be your
employment, but it is important work. The goal
is to feel grounded, centered, realistic and
healthy. Breaking through old habit patterns
so you can create new and better ones is
another key feature of this work.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): Deciphering who
you are and are not, and what you need and
don’t, continues. It can take time to discern
between wants and needs; yet, doing so
stands to be the best investment of time ever.
Once you know what you need and focus on
getting it and all your wants get categorized
as bonuses, you will be savoring freedom.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): One of the biggest
breakthroughs in modern psychology is the
understanding of the subconscious. Basically,
it can be described as the basement of your
mind. And if it is a mess or full of clutter,
mold, and pestilence, and so on, literally or
figuratively, you have issues. Solution: clean
it. How? I can help.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): A steady process of
awakening is underway. Some of it may be
rude and some pleasantly revealing. It is for
you to decipher the difference. At best, you are
awakening to your incredible resourcefulness
and your desire to break through to a whole
new level. You can and you will as long as you
get clear and persevere.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22): The question of health
continues. Are you as aware as you could
be? Perhaps this is a good time to have a
check-up. Is your lifestyle as wholesome as
you would like in terms of the returns that
come from living that way? The quality of
your relationship interactions may also be in
question, or D, all of the above.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A summons to see
through illusions continues. They may be
yours, they may be those of significant others
and/or society in general. Fortunately, your
resolve is strong now and a revolutionary
wave continues to activate your drive. Venus
Retrograde, however, will not make things
easier for you. Be aware.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You are
something of a mystic at your core. Yet you are
also a skeptic too. Knowing what to believe
and who is an ongoing question. This process
leads you to contemplate and meditate but
also to retreat and perhaps escape. As the
riddle goes, if you stay in the sanctuary too
long it becomes a swamp. Go for drier ground.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Many people are
getting the wake-up call these days. It may
even be understood to be a global theme. It
is calling you to see things more clearly, to
pay closer attention to the facts. This may be
easier said than done right now, but at least
you have a mark to aim for. Be patient with
your process, winter is not over yet.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A steady flow of
change is underway. All your priorities are
under review. Your focus includes deciphering
what constitutes genuine security for you.
Part of the answer is probably linked to your
actual living situation. You are excited at the
prospect of new initiatives. Yet, you will have
to contend with some delays. Dream and plan
patiently.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Last week’s Solar
Eclipse is activating a new impulse within you.
It is pushing you out to engage with others
more fully, perhaps to play more. Dealing
with internal resistance may be at issue.
While your enthusiasm levels are probably
running high, your energy levels may not be.
Participate yet avoid making promises.
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SELFDEVELOPMENT

No ‘fixing’ needed in peace class
Sample sessions offered
BY KIRK LAIDLAW
S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D

“If this Peace Class doesn’t fix
anything, what’s it good for?” I
asked Salt Spring resident Jessica
Garceau.
Garceau has a great laugh, and
gave one as she responded to me:
“Because the class makes it so clear
that we don’t need fixing — we have
all the resources we need inside.
This class helps people discover
tools for living that are innate that
can be used every day.”
I read the material about the
Peace Class. It describes a series of

short classes that focus on themes
like inner strength, choice, selfawareness and the possibility of
peace.
It says the content is neutral and
non-religious. That seems to bear
out by the diversity of the groups
who use this class: vets, students,
seniors, yoga practitioners, police
officers, PTSD and trauma groups,
church groups and just regular
community members in every corner of the world.
Anyone can apply to run one of
these classes. Garceau did this, and
hosted one here last fall. Recently
she gathered a few more volunteers
to help make one available starting

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

this Saturday, March 4.
One graduate from the previous
class said this: “Even though the
material was very simple it seemed
to target my issues, my life. Also, I
always liked the idea of peace but I
didn’t understand how it was inside
of me.”
People are welcome to attend a
sample Peace Class on Saturday,
March 4 at 4 p.m. or on the following Tuesday, March 7, at 7 p.m.
Anyone wanting more information, to register their interest and the location should
visit www.ssi-peace.com, or
call Jessica Garceau at 250538-6254.

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com
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RENTALS

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

TENDERS

TENDERS

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

HOMES FOR RENT

FUEL/FIREWOOD

CONCRETE & PLACING

ISLAND COMFORT QUILTS
RENOVATION OF CREEKSIDE MALL OFFICE
SPACE SALT SPRING ISLAND
INVITATION TO PROVIDE QUOTATION
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is seeking quotations
to complete renovations for office space located within
the Creekside Mall at 121 McPhillips Street.
Interested firms may obtain the scope of work,
specifications, drawings, contract documents and
tender form at the CRD office on Salt Spring Island
located at 145 Vesuvius Bay Road during the hours
of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday-Friday. Electronic
copies of the documents may also be downloaded
from www.crd.bc.ca/about/contracts-rfps/current.
A mandatory site inspection will be required and the
date and time is included in the quotation documents.
Quotations, plainly marked on sealed envelopes,
marked “Quote for Renovation of Creekside Mall Office
Space, No. SSI- 2017-006 Attention: Karla Campbell”
will be received at the Capital Regional District’s Salt
Spring Island Electoral Area offices located at 145
Vesuvius Bay Road, up to 4:00 pm, local time on March
15, 2017.

Quilting Bee
Sunday March 12, 2017
9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Farmers’ Institute Hall

WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS!!!
WE NEED:
Quilters for making quilt tops…
Sewers for making bags…
Helpers to pin, tie, iron etc…
Hand sewers to finish bindings…
Bakers to make goodies…
Helpers to make lunch for the volunteers
Helpers for setup Sat 11 Mar 4:30-5:30
Helpers for takedown Sun 12 Mar 4:00-4:30

Pass this notice along to your contacts.
Celebrating Canada 150 means we are trying for
more than 150 volunteers on Sunday Mar 12.
All Volunteers need to confirm attendance and
state which area you will work in.
This will aid with planning.
Email : islandcomfortquilts@shaw.ca
RENTALS

NEWS UPDATES
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
ARMSTRONG HOTEL & SALOON - Armstrong, BC. Ritchie
Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved
Auction, April 26 in Edmonton. 16 guest rooms, saloon
& restaurant. Jerry Hodge:
780-706-6652; Realtor: Tom
Moran (PREC) - Re/Max Dawson Creek Realty; rbauction.
com/realestate.
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CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE: MONDAY 4PM
Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

DANBY Deep Freeze Freezer
4 cubic ft. $100. o.b.o. Call:
250-537-9774
Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

STORAGE

DRAFTING & DESIGN

REAL ESTATE

550 SF ofﬁce/studio for lease,
Merchant
Mews.
Was
radio station. Lots of light,
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard
(in Victoria): 250-380-1669.

WHAT’S ON

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Dun.Foam-Nov.

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and
berry seedlings delivered.
Order online at www.treetime.ca or call 1-866-8733846. New growth guaranteed.
Mid Isl.Storage

Helset Design
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sports&recreation
recreation

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

RUNNING

Sneakers scale castle walls
D.W. Salty

D.W. Salty

is looking
fortwo
material
8-K race results
impressive
is looking
for materialLise Fraser, fresh
back from
weeks

cycling in the Andes,
is continuing
her winfor his
column,
for his column,
SUBMITTED BY SS SNEAKERS
ning streak this year with another first place
The Salt Spring Sneakers managed to field in her age group of 19 competitors and four
a team of seven runners for the Feb. 19 Hatley minutes before the second-place finisher.
Castle 8K despite the race’s reputation as one Fraser also distinguished herself by finishing
of the most difficult of the race series with within five seconds of her two previous finish
over 387 feet of climbing.
times on this course.
Marcia Jansen again led the team with a
Marion Young was the team’s fifth finsecond-place finish in her age group with isher, coming in with a fourth of 16 in her
yet again a personal best, three and a half age group.
minutes better than
her performance
on this
Sixth finisher was Eric Ellis, in fifth place
If you have
If you
have
course two years ago.
out of 14 in his age group, while
Julie Vanon any
information
information on any
The team’s second
fi
nisher
was
our
new
Soeren
was
the
team’s
seventh
fi
nisher
with
of
our
streets,
of our streets,
please
contact
member Pat Peron,
fifthcontact
of 19 in his age an 11th place out of 19 in her age group
and
please
us at:
group, while the third
us at:team member finish- her second fastest time for this course.
250-537-9933
or
ing was Jill Thompson
in her fiorrst attempt
With this team performance, the
Sneak250-537-9933
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
at this course, finishing
seventh of 34 in her ers maintain their
sixth-place ranking of 51
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
age group.
teams entered in the series.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

PHOTO BY LORETTA RITHALER

BOUND FOR B.C. FINALS: Set to represent Gulf Islands Secondary School at this
week’s provincial high school wrestling championships at Salmon Arm after earning medals
at the Vancouver Island finals are, from left, Cathy Lina Villa-Gomez (bronze medal winner),
Leon Esquivel (coach), William Rithaler (silver medal) and Danny Villa-Gomez (bronze medal).

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

YOUTH SOCCER

New spring league among exciting soccer happenings
Malcolm
Legg

SOCCER ROUNDUP
The snows of the past months
slowed down the soccer program of
the Salt Spring United Soccer Club,
but we were able to keep moving forward and have a lot of exciting news
for the coming months for the soccer
youth and adults on Salt Spring.

Spring League
The club is excited to announce a
new program, the Windsor Plywood
Spring League, a five-a-side program

for youths and adults that will run
every Wednesday from April 5 to June
7 at Portlock Park. We are extremely
excited to announce the partnership
with Windsor Plywood as the sponsor
of this program, which will help with
this league’s success.
The program is broken down into
several co-ed age groups, which play
at separate time slots:
4 p.m. - U-8 and U-9 boys and girls
5 p.m. - U-10 - U-12 boys and girls
6 p.m. - U-13 - U-15 boys and girls
7 p.m. - U-16 - U-18 boys and girls
plus men and women
All groups will play five-a-side
games in hour-long time slots.
Registration is $45 for club members (includes a women’s team) and
$50 for non-member youths and
adults. The fee includes a T-shirt and
10 weeks of soccer. SS United will
supply balls, refs and have our tech-

nical committee to assist with the
younger groups.
Registration is available by March
1, online at www.saltspringsoccer.
com.
Our executive is very excited about
the potential of this program, part of
our desire to provide the best in soccer for Salt Spring.

United Academy
The second phase of our academy
program is underway and our technical director, Josip Bratanovic, has
some exciting news for this program
with guest coaches that will run a
couple of our sessions.
The Lower Island Soccer Association technical director and head of
the High Performance League will
run one of the academy sessions
as well as see some of Salt Spring’s

March 1: Registration for 2017-18
developing talent. Canadian national
team player Andrea Neil will also run season is open.
March 11-12: Last games for Euro
a session with our academy youth,
which is a tremendous opportunity and off-island teams.
March 18-19 and March 25-26:
for these children.
The Salty
executive
is also working
on Spring
D.W.
is looking
for material
for break for youth.
D.W. Sa
April 8-9: District Cup finals in Vichaving
these guest coaches run some
his column,
sessions
club
while they
are toria.
Streetsfor
ofthe
Salt
Spring
Island
St
If you
information
on any
of ourat a
April 5: Spring league begins at
on
Salthave
Spring,
with other
youths
streets,
please
contact
us
at:
Portlock Park.
nominal fee to cover costs.
250-537-9933 or
April 22: SS United Soccer Club
Josip also announced that we have
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
games proposed with the Gorge AGM is at 12:30 p.m. at Portlock Park
academy, another step in providing a Portable. Attendance gives you a
chance to win a free registration for
better experience for our youth.
the 2017-18 season.
29: SS United Wrap-Up TourDates & Events to Note ney,April
including a Euro training session
March referees clinic for ages U-11 with BC Soccer.
and up. The date is still to be conAs you can see, there’s lots of excitfirmed and you can sign up with mal- ing soccer action to come. To get
legg@shaw.ca.
more details, check our website at
March 4-5: House Program to be www.saltspringsoccer.com. For more
back outside at Portlock Park.
info, contact me at mallegg@shaw.ca.

MEN’S SOCCER

Best picture winner confusion leaks onto field with Old Boys
Sooke and Salt Spring battle it
out in back-and-forth match
BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Old Boys made the trip to Finlayson to play
against Sooke 40s on Sunday, not sure who was
designated to be the home or away team.
The game kick offed under watery skies and
a very brisk wind coming out of the southeast picking up speed as it swept over the wide
open space of Finlayson. Holy Trump! The Old
Boys scored within 45 seconds! A “hustling”
Dave Toynbee dispossessed Sooke in midfield,
passed to Mike McCormick, who passed inside
to an onrushing “rejuvenated” Stefan Cermak,
who lashed a shot into the far post to leave
Sooke and the Old Boys equally shell-shocked.
A second attack from the centre kick-off saw
a Henry Braak clearance to Toynbee passed
to Dave Eadie, Cermak and to McCormick,
whose shot missed narrowly. Neutral fans and

the assembled press asked, “Who are Sooke’s
opponents?” The skill level, speed, determination and drive left the spectators breathless at
the audacity of the visitors. Not for long! A fine
individual effort by Sean of Sooke (sounds like
a “Game of Thrones” character) allowed Sooke
to nip in and steal a goal back within minutes.
Would the Old Boys crumble under the
onslaught of a younger Sooke team? Old Boys
fell behind after a goal was scored from a corner
kick. But a well-worked clearance from Cermak found Mike Berndt out on the right and
his subsequent cross found a willing, hustling
Eadie to side foot the ball into the net to tie the
score at 2-2.
A weak foul on Toynbee 20 metres out saw
McCormick free kick a rebound off the crossbar
to Graham Tweddle, who supplied Eadie with a
cross for a shot by Cermak to rebound and finish for a 3-2 lead. Wow!
Sooke continued to adjust to the unaccustomed turf surface and pressed the Old Boys
defence. A goal line dance by “Twinkle Toes”

Wade ter Heide allowed the Old Boys to escape
danger and relieve the mounting pressure.
Charle Mayer on the right wing made a “tailgate” tackle on a Sooke opponent, protesting
his innocence to the referee without success.
A Tweddle goal line clearance kept Sooke at
bay. Against the run of play, a quick, long throwin from our transfer from Sooke, Dennis Shaw,
went to Eadie, whose pass inside to Toynbee
was converted for a 4-2 lead. Wow! Wow! Unfortunately, despite exhortations from manager
Tweddle to concentrate, a slight miscommunication in the defence allowed Sooke to cut the
lead to 4-3.
The second half started promisingly for
Sooke, with a 30-metre free kick giving Braak no
chance, which tied the score at 4-4.
Confounding past history, the Old Boys
roared back with a goal from McCormick, followed quickly by a Braak clearance to Toynbee,
who sent a through pass to Cermak — still full of
energy — to cross to McCormick for a 6-4 lead.
Wow! Wow! Wow! Braak provided a point blank

save that thwarted Sooke, firing on all cylinders,
that may have been a turning point in the game
and giving the Old Boys renewed energy.
A corner kick from Sooke curved in at the
far post to cut the lead to 6-5. Yikes! Counterattacking, the Old Boys relieved Sooke pressure
and saw Cermak head in for the 7-5 lead. Sooke
threw everything at the Old Boys defence,
including the kitchen sink. The Old Boys bent
but did not break and, on the counter attack,
Tweddle appeared on the left wing to cross for
McCormick, who scored his hat trick goal.
Despite constant pressure over the final five
minutes, Old Boys carried off a daylight robbery
of an 8-5 victory.
The spring sunshine saw the Old Boys return
with confidence. The only cloud on the horizon
is a World Anti-Doping Agency investigation
over the sudden unexplained spike in Old Boys
FC success in recent games. Sad!
Old Boys FC (WADA investigation willing)
next play Cordova Bay 48s at Lochside turf at 2
p.m. on Sunday, March 5.

