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ISLANDS TRUST

LTC ponders
new direction
for boardwalk
plan
Public leans toward statutory
right-of-way
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

was at the forefront of a campaign opposing the
plan. Olsen made a quick post to his constituency blog on Friday after viewing a statement
on the Malahat LNG website.
“For 27 months the threat of a ﬂoating LNG
plant hung over the Saanich Inlet. Despite the
project’s implausibility from the moment it
was conceived, only this news, on this website,
would give me comfort,” Olsen wrote.

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee has
accepted a recommendation from staff to
explore options on how to continue with
Ganges harbourwalk planning in the face of
considerable opposition to increased development of the shoreline.
Trustees voted at Thursday’s LTC meeting
to direct staff to look into the possibilities as
well as possible project charter amendments,
but stopped short of scrapping the proposed
bylaw for a new C7 zone without getting that
information ﬁrst.
“It’s very important that we follow proper
procedure here,” said trustee Peter Grove.
“There are people who say to me ‘just toss
Bylaw 491 out’ . . . and I can understand where
they come from.”
“Staff is making the recommendation that
they want to come back to us with some
options. One of those options may very well
be to toss 491 out, I don’t know, but I think we
need to go through that process and I value
their extremely valuable input in this process,” Grove said.
Pat Maloney of Dillon Consulting provided a report to Thursday’s meeting on a
Nov. 4 public engagement session she had
organized for the LTC. The purpose was to
gauge the level of development the community felt might be appropriate in the C7 zone,
although an over-capacity group made it difﬁcult to proceed as planned.
“We did have an amazing crowd, an amazing turnout, and I applaud the community for
being as engaged as they are,” Maloney said.

LNG continued on 5

HARBOURWALK continued on 2

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

SANTA’S TEAM: Set to greet islanders after flying into Ganges Harbour with Salt Spring Air are, from left, pilot Harold Kirkpatrick, Santa
Claus, and Christmas With Scrooge cast members Patrick Cassidy (Scrooge) and Ruby Williamson (Tiny Tim).

ENVIRONMENT

Malahat LNG plant cancelled
MLA Olsen celebrates victory
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The termination of a proposal to build a liqueﬁed natural gas processing plant and export
facility on the Saanich Inlet is being called a
win by community members and activists concerned about the health of the Salish Sea.
Industry proponent Steelhead LNG first
announced it was no longer exploring the possibility of a plant on Malahat Nation-owned
Bamberton lands in a post to the now defunct

Christmas
Sales
Continue
Salt Spring Books

Malahat LNG website. The company conﬁrmed
the news on Friday, stating other opportunities
were needed to achieve the capacity it expects
customers will demand.
“Steelhead LNG made the decision after careful consideration and based on several factors
as we look to develop a project that delivers
low-cost LNG that is globally competitive,” the
statement to the website read in part.
Among those celebrating the news is Saanich
North and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen, who
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WASTE DISPOSAL

Burgoyne liquid waste facility improvement in sight
On-island treatment
ideas get airing
By PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Nine years after a referendum approved $2.1 million for
upgrades to the Salt Spring Liquid Waste Disposal Service facility near Burgoyne Bay, installation
of a new receiving station, storage tanks and associated work is
finally nearing completion.
The Burgoyne facility operates as a transfer station only,
receiving and storing sewage and
septage generated by the Ganges
and Maliview sewer treatment
plants and septic tank pumping.
This waste is eventually trucked
off island to SPL Wastewater
Recovery Centre in Langford for
treatment and disposal. A new
on-site solids composting facility
included in the 2008 referendum’s
$2.1- million ask, and meant to
replace antiquated dewatering,
treatment and disposal processes
then in use, was never built.

SSLWDS is operated by the
Capital Regional District, and
administered by a Salt Spring
Island Liquid Waste Disposal
Local Service Commission with
five voting members plus CRD
director McIntyre. The annual
general meeting of the commission for the 2016 fiscal year, held
last Tuesday, provided a history of
a nine-year journey that has finally resulted in facility upgrades at
a current cost of $1.77 million.
Only two commission memb e r s , C R D d i re c t o r Wa y n e
McIntyre and Rod Scotvold,
attended the meeting, alongside
CRD staff. In 2015, the other four
commissioners resigned and
have never been replaced.
“We haven’t been able to find
any replacement commissioners,” said Karla Campbell, senior
manager for the Salt Spring Electoral Area. “We have advertised.
That’s why we don’t have a commission now.”
With no commission, the liquid
waste disposal service is currently
administered via the CRD’s Elec-

toral Area Services Committee.
The 2015 resignations followed
years of difficulty in actually
implementing capital upgrades
for the dollars approved by the
2008 referendum.
As early as 2009, a pre-tender estimate had Opus Dayton
Knight Consultants Ltd. pegging improvements at $3.35 million, excluding the proposed
new composting facility. Stantec
Consulting was then engaged to
review proposed improvements,
and recommended upgrading the
existing facility only without any
composting component.
In 2011, the commission shut
down treatment and disposal processes at the facility and
entered into an off-island hauling
agreement.
In late 2013, engineering consultants WorleyParsons began work
on design and specifications for a
receiving station and storage tank
upgrade. But by late 2014, concerns about construction costs
and completion timeline saw the
CRD taking over the project, with

work only nearing completion now
in 2017.
“We’ve been inching forward,”
said Campbell.
Also on the plus side, the Ganges sewer treatment plant is now
producing close to potable water
which, with Ministry of Environment and Island Health approval,
can be reclaimed and captured in
small tanks to be used at Burgoyne
for tasks like washing down equipment.

“We’ve been inching
forward.”
karla campbell
Senior CRD manager,
Salt Spring Electoral Area
But it seemed like deja vu when
talk turned to a $65,000 options
analysis project to update options
for the on-island treatment and
disposal of the liquid and biosolids
received at the Burgoyne facility.
In 2016, it cost about $335,000 to
truck septage and sewage sludge

Historic permit conditions to be examined
around with that, because the word am for continuing the process to seek
C7 itself brings bile to a lot of people’s that resolution,” Grams added.
throats,” Grove said.
The LTC will investigate other ways
Trustee George Grams agreed the of securing the right-of-way, as many
“Unfortunately, because of the LTC should look at options before community members have called for
numbers we were unable to use a lot making a final decision on Bylaw 491. both during the Nov. 4 session and
of the tools the way we wanted to. And He complimented Maloney on sal- in correspondence. A 30-year lease
some of the attendees were not pre- vaging some meaning from the Nov. granted to Ganges Marina expired
pared to use those tools, as well.
4 session.
in April. (See separate story on this
“They felt the discussion shouldn’t
“ What I had hoped that event issue.) The committee passed a
be how much development — it would provide is some consensus resolution Thursday directing staff
was still a question of whether there or majority view on behalf of the to write a letter to the Ministry of
should be any development, and so community as to what they would Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
they weren’t ready to use cut-outs that like to see there, whether or not the Operations and Rural Development
showed one, two and three storeys.”
harbourwalk goes ahead, and that requesting consultation before issuThe overall message, Maloney was partly achieved but not entirely,” ing any new foreshore leases.
repor ted, was that harbour walk Grams said. “I would also like staff
The LTC moved a further resolucompletion was seen as desirable, to come forward with recommen- tion asking staff to investigate the
but not at any cost, and that Bylaw dations as to the potential array of status of development permits issued
491 should not go ahead. Community options there are for the Local Trust to the Ganges Marina and The Fishmembers have said upzoning should• 6 Committee
to pursue
to findGanges
a suc-andery properties related to the origischeduled flights
daily between
not be offered as a way of securing Vancouver
cessful resolution
Airport to this area, bear- nal boardwalk construction to see
the statutory right-of-ways necessary ing in mind that this area has been whether conditions of those permits
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in Canada
to access the foreshore and complete very substantially disturbed by fill, by had been complied with — for examand free
shuttle
bus
to main YVR
the boardwalk, and that the structure• Free
the parking
construction
of piers,
and
frankly
ple, the addition of and use of fill.
terminal
and bus exchange
should not be commercialized.
it’s a mess.”
The LTC has received 80 pieces
discount
G r ov e c o n c l u d e d T h u r s d a y i t• Frequent
“Thisflyer
area
does need some sort of correspondence on the C7 file,
seemed that C7 will not be an option• Charter
of remediation
and to
what
sort
reme- including 30 comment sheets filled
flights available
other
destinations,
as it currently stands.
diation USA.
occurs and whether it con- out by people who couldn’t particiincluding
“I don’t want to colour what staff tains an element of development and pate in the Nov. 4 session. Two speakmay Ganges
recommend but Richmond
I think probto what
density
that development
ers alsoand
gave delegations during
Book
your
flight on-line
(YVR)
ably it would be better to start from occurson
is something
this community
Thursday’s town hall session asking
a return
trip airfare.
scratch rather than trying to muddle has an obligation to resolve, and so I that Bylaw 491 be rescinded.

HARBOURWALK
continued from 1

CROWN LANDS

Marina lease not
yet renewed
Trust aims for discussions with
landowner
The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee and the Driftwood independently learned this week that a new foreshore lease has not yet been granted to Ganges Marina.
According to the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development, the ministry has received an application to replace the lease
but no formal decision has been made on the application. The marina’s Super
tenure will
continue on a month-toSaver
month basis until a formal decision is made.
Speaking Tuesday morning, trustee Peter Grove
said he was pleased by
the LOW
news butAS
not surprised as
AS
it aligned with information consistently provided by
Islands Trust staff.
includes
“This does not mean that we can demand
access to
all fees
the right-of-way along the leased waterfront,”
& taxes Grove
added. “The matter is more complicated than that and it
seatsbest
on all
ﬂightsfor me to
would not be in our*selected
community’s
interests
between Richmond (YVR)
spell out the issues. The
matter
has and
will be discussed
and
Salt Spring
Island.
further with the landowners as we move forward.”
Whether or not the lease had been renewed was
flagged by concerned island resident Richard Kerr, who
BOOK
ONLINE
was directed to a MUST
government
database
that seemed
TO SAVE!
to indicate the lease had already
been renewed by the
provincial government.

We’re all about the Islands

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

off island with another $112,000
needed for CRD labour and operating costs, while sales of the sludge
generated about $425,000.
Once the options analysis is
completed, a public consultation
and referendum may be required
if there is insufficient money in the
capital reserve fund for any preferred on-island treatment option.
Rob Pingle, who put his name
forward to serve as a commissioner, expressed concern about being
accurate in any future borrowing
requests.
“You had the community vote
in favour of that work and then
found it couldn’t happen. We put
the cart before the horse, put it out
to tender and then found it was
not going to work. Will the $60,000
create a more accurate ask?” he
questioned.
If his nomination is approved
by the CRD Board, Pingle will be
able to join Scotvold, who agreed
to serve for another two-year term,
in monitoring ideas for any onisland treatment and disposal of
liquid waste.

Webfares

$

seairseaplanes.com

95

SAVE $12.00

More daily flights home from the mainland
• 6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and
Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR
terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other destinations,
including USA.

Ganges

Richmond (YVR)

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your flight on-line and
on a return trip airfare.

SAVE $12.00

Super Saver Webfares

$

95

AS LOW AS
includes
all fees
& taxes

*selected seats on all ﬂights
between Richmond (YVR)
and Salt Spring Island.

MUST BOOK ONLINE
TO SAVE!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2017 | 3

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Newsbeat

Heads up!

Santa Ship sails into Ganges Harbour
Saturday, DECEMBER 9, 6:30 p.m.
Coast Guard Dock

TRANSPORTATION

Transit system surges ahead of peer communities
Evening service expansion
planned

service review.
“The last piece we’re tying to get is
more evening service hours from Monday to Thursday,” Moore said.
She also discussed the long-standing
issue of the day pass, which is not distributed in a way that makes it available
to visitors arriving in Fulford. Commissioner Shellie Barrett, a frequent bus
rider, said she has often witnessed disappointment from people trying to use
BC Transit day passes from the Victoria
system.
With no retail outlets in Fulford willing to sell the pass, the commission has
suggested several times that bus drivers
could sell them on board. BC Transit
has resisted this approach for security
reasons.
SSITC chair Robin Williams suggested
a new idea that received some traction.
He said bus drivers could issue a receipt
to passengers who pay their regular fare
but wish to purchase a day pass in Fulford. They could then bring the voucher
to the Ganges Visitor Centre and pay the
remaining amount to receive the pass.
Commissioners also revisited the idea
of advertising on Salt Spring buses, with
more interest in the exterior. Moore
reported Lamar Advertising has the contract to oversee advertising and marketing on all BC Transit systems. It has
received some positive response from
potential advertisers on Salt Spring;
previous discussions determined commissioners were unwilling to entertain
non-island based ads.
Speaking to the more local approach,
commissioner Rod Martens said he still
wasn’t sure about putting commercial
ads onto buses.

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Transit is continuing to
vastly out-perform systems in other similar communities, showing more trips
per capita and better fare-box recovery
than any other bus service in its tier.
BC Transit’s senior regional transit
manager Myrna Moore presented the
system’s annual performance summary
to the Salt Spring Transportation Commission at its Nov. 27 meeting. Despite
a slight decrease in the number of rides
and riders in 2016-17 compared to the
previous year, total revenue increased
by three per cent and revenue per trip
increased by nine per cent.
Salt Spring earned 246 per cent more
revenue compared to other systems of
its size in British Columbia during 201617, and realized operating cost recovery
of 43.8 per cent, compared to a tier average of 15.7 per cent.
“It is phenomenal — absolutely phenomenal,” Moore said.
Significantly more people use transit
on Salt Spring than in other similarsized communities, with 19.1 passenger
trips per capita compared to a tier average of 2.6 trips.
Several factors are likely to have an
impact in the next performance year.
These include fare adjustments introduced in May 2017, expanded service
hours and the addition of a fifth vehicle
to the fleet. Another service expansion
planned for June 2018 will bring the system up to date with the goals of the last

photo by elizabeth nolan

A Salt Spring Transit bus waits for its next departure near the Visitor Information Centre in
Ganges.
“I think if the Chamber of Commerce
wanted to advertise the island, that’s the
kind of thing I could get into,” he said.
The commission decided to gather
more community feedback before making a decision.
In other business Monday, Williams
noted SSITC will need three new members to be up to strength in January.
Former vice-chair Ross Simpson retired

from the group in October, while commissioners Seth Wright and Bill Cote
sent in their resignations last week.
Meetings in January will continue to
take place on the last Monday of the
month, with no sessions to be held in
July, August or December.
The meetings will be at the library
program room, with a new start time of
4 p.m.

News briefs
Salish Eagle
fuelling issues
BC Ferries has adjusted the
fuelling program for the Salish
Eagle while ongoing difficulties with the liquefied natural
gas system get worked out by
the shipbuilder.
Darin Guenette, manager
of public affairs for BC Ferries, said technical problems
with LNG fuelling and storage
on the Salish class vessels are

being addressed during the
warranty period with Poland’s
Remontowa Shipbuilding
firm.
The Salish Raven is currently undergoing its adjustment.
In the meantime, the Eagle is
relying on diesel fuel.
The ferry corporation had
intended cheaper and cleaner
LNG to be the mainstay to
serve the Gulf Islands route,
so the onboard storage tanks
for diesel are smaller than
the LNG tanks. They can’t

carry enough fuel to last the
full week between regularly
scheduled sessions that take
place at Tsawwassen on Saturday nights.
BC Ferries had announced
a temporary schedule adjustment for the Eagle last week
to take into account a slightly
later departure and arrival
time Wednesday mornings to
accommodate a fuel top-up.
The company was able to
keep the change to a single
week by working with their

supplier, who has agreed to
deliver diesel fuel to Salt
Spring for fuelling mid-week
overnight instead.

Island Savings
loads empty
cupboards

As community food banks
across B.C. are ramping up
their operations for the busy
holiday season, Island Savings, a division of First West

Credit Union, is stepping up
its support for The Full Cupboard, the credit union’s signature cause to raise food,
funds and awareness for
hunger-related issues.
Until Dec. 9, community
members can help neighbours in need through Island
Savings’ annual holiday program. People can visit any
branch or administrative
office to make a monetary
or non-perishable food item
donation and take a holiday

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

tree tag to display at home.
In addition to supporting food banks, for the first
time Island Savings employees have come together to
collect socks for local emergency shelters. They are an
in-demand item that alltoo-often runs in short supply. More than 4,100 pairs
of socks were raised by First
West employees in just 10
days and are being distributed throughout communities
in which First West operates.
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Legislation short-changes many Canadians in pain
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

On June 17, 2016, Canada
became one of the few jurisdictions in the world to legalize and
regulate assisted suicide.
Acting on orders of the
Supreme Court of Canada, following a human rights case
argued by the B.C. Civil Liberties
Association, a government led
by the Liberal party created the
framework in which Canadians
could choose a death that would
preserve their “autonomy and
dignity.”
Ironically, the key plaintiff in
Carter v. Canada would not have
had access to the right she helped
secure for other Canadians.
Kay Carter suffered intolerable
pain and psychological distress
because of spinal stenosis. The
degenerative condition confined
her to a wheelchair, and she was
unable to feed herself or go to the
bathroom on her own.
Carter chose to end her life at a
legal clinic in Switzerland in 2010.
Had she lived long enough to see
the BCCLA win decriminalization in Canada on her behalf, she
wouldn’t be eligible under the
wording of Bill C-14, which sets a
terminal diagnosis as one of the
criteria for eligibility.
“In its current form, it’s legislation that discriminates on age,
mental status and level of health.
If you ever find yourself spiraling
towards a hideous but nonterminal condition, know that Bill
C-14 will ensure that you are kept
alive to lengthen your suffering
until you die naturally,” an emotional Price Carter, Kay’s adult
son, told a Vancouver news conference shortly before the legislation passed.
As Price Carter predicted, prohibiting some people from medical assistance in dying (MAID)
while granting it to others has
created an inequitable situation
in Canada. More than the unfair
nature of ranking classes of pain
or illness, this has left countless
Canadians without an escape.

LIMITS OF ELIGIBILITY

Dying with Dignity Canada is
a national not-for-profit organization committed to improving Canadians’s quality of dying
and helping avoid unwanted
suffering. Its work has shifted,
but not ceased, with the legalization of assisted suicide. Communications coordinator Cory
Ruf explained the organization
continues to offer education and
support for people exploring how
to access medical assistance in
death. But even with decriminalization, much work remains to
ensure that help is available to
those who really need it.
“A big part of it is human rights
advocacy — we’re advocates for
the rights of Canadians for compassionate end-of-life choices,
whether that’s now, or whether
those rights are available to exercise in the future. Since the passing of Bill C-14 this has become

more nuanced, because of the
barriers Canadians have encountered in trying to access those
rights,” Ruf said.
With the Carter decision,
the Supreme Court recognized
the right to physician-assisted
suicide for “a competent adult
person who clearly consents to
the termination of life and has a
grievous and irremediable medical condition, including an illness, disease or disability, that
causes enduring suffering that is
intolerable to the individual in
the circumstances of his or her
condition.”
Fears that euthanasia might
be enforced on the unwilling
ended up narrowing the court’s
interpretation when it got to the
political level. While the Senate
voted to remove the “reasonably
foreseeable” clause before the bill
was passed, the House of Commons refused to accept their proposed amendment.
“Our position as an organization is this is problematic for
the same reason that the ban on
assisted death was problematic
in the first place — Canadians
are forced to suffer intolerably for
months, for years, or potentially
even for decades,” Ruf said.
“ We see it as a political
reconfiguration of the right to
an assisted death. Limiting eligibility is not itself a safeguard
[against abuse], it’s saying a
group as a whole can’t access a
right because of the progression
of their condition.”

MEANINGFUL DEATH

Salt Spring resident Diane
Alton-Kaighin was forced to witness the scenario Ruf imagined
with her husband Roy Kaighin,
who died last December after
years of decline. A gifted musician, composer and musical
arranger who spent his career in
the Canadian military, Kaighin
had a rare symptom of Parkinson’s called Bradykinesia, which
causes slowed motor function
rather than the constant tremor usually associated with the
disease. With a gradual loss of
physical and cognitive abilities
that can take years to unravel,
the disease currently isn’t considered a terminal condition and so
doesn’t qualify for MAID under
Canadian rules.
“I just think we have to have
respect for people. If they’re ill
and they want to go, why have
them suffer? It doesn’t make a
lot of sense,” said Alton-Kaighin.
“You want a meaningful death,
so if there’s a way to provide it,
it’s providing what most people
want.”
Alton-Kaighin spent many
years fighting for her husband’s
health rights. At first it was just
getting a doctor to recognize Kaighin was ill and correctly diagnose him, which did not happen while he was still enlisted
despite obvious signs something
was wrong.
After Kaighin was discharged
from the military, he was imme-

diately diagnosed with Parkinson’s by a family doctor.
“We knew the prognosis was
not good. He said to me we had
to put him in a home right away
because I wouldn’t be able to
cope,” Alton-Kaighin said.
She stayed on as his main caregiver anyway until Kaighin had
lost most of his motor ability. He
spent six months at Greenwoods
residential care home and then
his final 14 months at Lady Minto
Hospital. Ineligible for assisted
death, by the time he entered
advanced care he could not have
asked for one even if it had been
available to him. Being able to
demonstrate consent by requesting MAID just before it is granted
is another requirement established by the bill.
“Roy hadn’t spoken for years.
Someone with cancer can say
they’re in pain, but [with Parkinson’s] we just don’t know.
So I think that’s why they don’t
allow it,” Alton-Kaighin said.
“But I think people generally
have to understand what people
go through in the end stages.
Parkinson’s is just horrendous.
Everything starts to break down.”
While at Lady Minto Hospital, a feeding tube was inserted
into Kaighin’s stomach. He was
aspirating and couldn’t eat but
was on medication that had to be
taken through the digestive tract.
His stomach couldn’t function
properly, nor could his bowels,
prompting medical intervention
for the most basic human acts.
Alton-Kaighin allowed the medical team to go ahead with the
operation but now wonders why
that humiliation was necessary
so near the end of her husband’s
life.
“He was getting it at both ends.
It’s almost unbearable,” AltonKaighin said. “I’ve got dogs. We
treat dogs better.”

LEGAL REVIEW

The requirement that a patient
be near death to request medical assistance leaves out many
people who might not have mental competence a few years down
the line, but do at present. There
is no mechanism for creating an
advance request in the event one
is no longer able to communicate one’s wishes, whether from
being diagnosed with Alzheimers or dementia, or if some other
calamity befalls.
The law’s over-protective
nature does not match up with
public opinion. A Global News
Ipsos poll conducted in 2016
showed that 85 per cent of
Canadians approved the idea of
advance consent forms to some
degree.
“Many or most supporters [of
medically assisted death] wish to
make a request while they’re still
competent that could be honoured at a later date when they’ve
lost capacity. A lot of people are
surprised that option is not available to them,” Ruf said.
Other conditions such as
severe mental illness are also

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Roy Kaighin wearing the HM Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, Royal
Navy Blue Peter and Canadian Decoration medals shortly after being
presented with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012. Kaighin
died of Parkinson’s complications in December 2016 without the
recourse of medical assistance.
left out of the legal definition, as
are minors who have a terminal
condition. Brian Finnemore, a
member of Dying with Dignity
Salt Spring, knows of four different people through a B.C. chat
group who did not qualify for
MAID under existing rules. Like
Kay Carter, they all went to Switzerland for help.
“It’s a nice procedure, but it’s
expensive,” Finnemore said.
“Especially if the family members
want to be there.”
One of Finnemore’s contacts
was denied access because his
death was not reasonably foreseeable, although he had been
treated for a brain tumour on and
off for years.
“He could have lived for five to
10 years, but his suffering could
not be controlled,” Finnemore
explained.
Another online acquaintance
was a physician who was diagnosed with the onset of dementia. Again, her end had no foreseeable timeframe.
Dying with Dignity Canada has
heard similar reports.
“It’s heart-breaking to know
after these individuals were
granted a right and hoped they
were able to access that right at
home, they would have to go
overseas with such an expense
and all the work that’s involved
in order to die in peace. We do
know this is happening, and we’re
alarmed by it,” Ruf said.
“It also raises issues around
equity. It’s only those that have

the wherewithal and community
support who are able to make that
trip to access it. It’s disheartening
for a number of reasons, but especially in a country where we value
equal access to health care.”
The Council of Canadian Academies is currently reviewing the
situation around mature minors,
advance requests and patients
with intractable mental illness,
and has been directed to report
back to Parliament by late 2018.
The independent panel will not
be making policy or other recommendations, however, and there’s
no guarantee the government will
act on their findings or amend
the bill to provide broader access.
In the meantime, the BCCLA
is waiting to go to trial on a constitutional challenge to Bill C-14,
filed less than two weeks after the
legislation passed.
“Many critically ill Canadians
are suffering unbearably as they
wait for yet another trial of Canada’s assisted dying laws,” BCCLA
counsel Jay Aubrey stated in
October. “The only reason we are
having this trial is that Canada’s
government enacted a law that
is unjustly restrictive and cruel.
Sick and dying Canadians should
not have to bear the burden of relitigating facts that were already
affirmed by our Supreme Court
in 2015.”
Next week: Even for people
who are eligible for MAID services, accessing assistance can be
difficult.

NEWSBEAT
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Low-cost housing agreement earns LTC approval
Croftonbrook rezoning hits
potential snag
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Community Services is one
step closer to embarking on an affordable home development project, with a
housing agreement for Salt Spring Commons granted third reading at Thursday’s Local Trust Committee meeting.
Salt Spring Commons aims to bring 20
units of affordable ownership housing
and at least four units of affordable rental
housing to Bishop’s Walk. Islanders who
turned out for an information session and
public hearing on the project on Thursday morning had very little to say against
the proposal, while one person spoke
passionately in favour of the plan.
“I just want to really emphasize how
important this housing is to the island
and to our health care system,” said a
woman who identified herself as the
home support coordinator for Salt Spring
and the Gulf Islands. “This summer I lost
four staff to the housing crisis on this
island. As well, I work at Greenwoods and
the hospital, and we’ve all seen serious
losses to our nursing staff.”
“This is going to cause a really big problem for Salt Spring Island,” she continued.
“We need our hospital running, and right
now we’re running at low capacity.”
A second speaker said she was “for the
project, 100 per cent,” but noted she did
have some concerns around traffic, with
just one way in and out of the develop-

Public hearing graphic showing the location of the proposed Salt Spring Commons
development.
ment off Charlesworth Road. She asked
whether there was any thought of extending Bonnet Avenue for a second exit point.
Third reading of the housing agreement was completed later in the meeting. The document establishes eligibility criteria for the rental and ownership
units, provides conditions for resale of the
ownership units and defines additional
legal terms.

Croftonbrook update
In regard to another affordable housing project in the LTC’s work stream,
trustees heard that getting approval of

a water supply system at Croftonbrook
will be crucial to the next two proposed
phases. Rezoning part of the property
will be necessary to build an apartment
complex on agricultural land under the
third phase. First reading was given to
the bylaw in October.
Planner Susan Palmer stated Thursday
that agencies who were sent information
on the project as part of the referral process had in general supported the application, although some had included conditions or comments. Those qualifications had not yet been analyzed because
the referral process was still open.
“We’ve also received responses from

several First Nations groups and interest has been
expressed by some of them regarding a site visit, and
given that Croftonbrook is located in an area of archeological potential, staff feel it is important to ensure that
First Nations are supported in investigating the site and
providing more detail from their perspective,” Palmer
said.
Consultant Janis Gauthier said she hoped First
Nations concerns would not delay rezoning, although
she acknowledged it would be important to accommodate them.
“We had originally planned to come before you early
next year for bylaw second reading, but now we recognize that may not be possible, which is somewhat
problematic for our proposal,” Gauthier told the LTC.
She added that it would be important to have the
water system approved in any case because it will be
needed to supply Phase Two, which does not require
rezoning.
Speaking to the Driftwood on Monday, Gauthier
reported she will learn more about potential First
Nations concerns at a meeting with trustees later this
week.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional
Service
• Authorized Warranty Technician
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance
Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

FEDERAL POLITICS

Abandoned boats appeal sunk
MP vows to fight
for amendments
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Former Islands Trust
chair Sheila Malcolmson
continues to advocate for a
comprehensive federal program to deal with derelict
and abandoned vessels,
despite having her private
member’s bill displaced by
what she calls less-robust
government legislation.
“I’m disappointed the
Trudeau Liberals stifled
coastal community voices
yet again and voted to sink
my legislation on abandoned vessels,” Malcolmson said in a press release
issued Thursday.
“Although we lost the
appeal today, we made
history by elevating the

voices of coastal communities, and we pushed the
Trudeau Liberals as hard as
we could.”
The NDP MP for Nanaimo-Ladysmith’s proposed
amendment to the Canada
Shipping Act, which had
first reading in February
2016, would have assigned
the Canadian Coast Guard
as the official receiver of
wrecks and ensured derelict
vessels would be removed
and disposed of. Her bill
also included incentives for
owner responsibility such as
recycling and vessel turn-in
programs.
The Liberals stopped Malcolmson’s bill at the committee level as being too
similar to their Bill C-64, or
the Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act, which had
first reading on Oct. 30. That
triggered Malcolmson to

call on a never-before-used
piece of legislation permitting members to appeal to
the House of Commons.
The appeal was defeated
by secret ballot on Thursday,
but has not stopped Malcolmson’s commitment to the
issue.
“My bill filled all the gaps
in the Trudeau government’s
Bill C-64, so I will use the 15
years of coastal communities’ advice in my legislation
to instead push the Trudeau
government to amend C-64,
to fix vessel registration,
pilot a vessel turn-in program, create good green jobs
by supporting local marine
salvage businesses and vessel recycling, and end the
jurisdictional run-around
by making the Coast Guard
responsible for directing the
removal of abandoned vessels,” Malcolmson said.

Local communities cooperated
LNG continued from 1
“The project’s economic case has always
been dubious at best, it put the safety of tens
of thousands residents at risk and the environmental impacts were unacceptable. We
can do so much better, and now we have that
chance.”
Olsen said hundreds of people on both sides
of the inlet came together to learn about LNG

projects, creating a community response to
the proposal called the Saanich Inlet Network.
“I’m so thankful for all the incredible people
I’ve met over the past two years. We have a lot
to celebrate,” he said.
Steelhead LNG will continue to focus its
efforts on other projects, including a partnership with Huu-ay-aht First Nations. They are
co-developing a plant named Kwispaa LNG to
be located between Bamfield and Port Alberni.

oCP Amendment and Rezoning for

Change from Commercial to Residential
Bylaws No. 502 and 503

Have PuBLIC HeARING
Your
Say
SALT SPRING ISLAND LoCAL TRuST CommITTee

What are the bylaw changes about?

Bylaw No. 502 amends the official Community Plan to remove the
property indicated below from Development Permit Area 2 –
Non-Village Commercial and Industrial.

Thursday,
December 21
9:30 a.m.
Lions Club,
Hart Bradley Hall
103 Bonnet
Avenue
Who should attend?
Anyone affected by
the proposed
bylaws.

Bylaw No. 503 rezones the property and foreshore shown in the
sketch map below to:
• Change the zoning from Commercial Accommodation 2 (CA2) to
Residential 8 (R8);
• Change the zoning of the foreshore from Shoreline 6 to a new
Shoreline 8(b) zone permitting only navigation and moorage
buoys.

805
VesuviusBay
Bay Road
Road
805 Vesuvius

SUBJECT PROPERTY
From: COMMERCIAL
ACCOMMODATION 2 (CA2)
to:
RESIDENTIAL 8 (RB)

SUBJECT AREA
From: SHORELINE 6 - S6
To:
SHORELINE 8(b) - S8(b)

How do I get more information?

enquires?
Seth Wright,
Planner 2
ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

250-537-9144

Copies of the bylaws and other information is available at the Islands
Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.
V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. monday to Friday,
excluding statutory holidays from December 6, 2017. Written
submissions are welcome up until the conclusion of the Public Hearing.
Planner Seth Wright will be available at the Lions Club, Hart Bradley
Hall before the Public Hearing from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. to answer any
questions about the bylaws.
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2017 CCNA Awards
Gold - Best All-Round | Gold - Best Editorial Page | Silver - Best Front Page | Silver - Best Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
Silver - Best Coverage of the Arts | Best Community Newspaper Magazine (Aqua - Gulf Islands Living)
Silver - Best Print Innovation (Driftwood wall calendar) | Silver - Best Print Ad (Home Hardware fall fair catalogue)
2017 BCYCNA Awards
Gold - Best Cartoonist (Dennis Parker)

EDITORIAL

Time to
give

I

nternational Volunteer
Day was marked around
the world on Tuesday,
Dec. 5.

Here on Salt Spring Island, an exhibit celebrating
local volunteerism opened for the month at the Salt
Spring Public Library, an institution that could not run
without its estimated 175 volunteers.
Titled 150 Days, 150 Volunteers, 150 Organizations,
the display is the culminating event in Volunteer and
Community Resources’ Canada 150 activities. VCR
made a concerted effort this year to highlight and
encourage volunteers and the groups they contribute
to, with a Volunteer 150 program, a volunteer recruitment fair, photo contest and more.
It’s well known that volunteering is a critical component of a socially healthy community.
According to the Salt Spring Island Foundation’s
2017 Vital Signs report, Salt Spring residents spend
25 hours per month on average engaged in volunteer
activities for local charities,
non-profits and causes.
Vital Signs research also
Volunteerism and
gathered charitable donacharity
tion data and found that
the median annual donation amount on Salt Spring
Time and money in 2015 was $380. (That
was below the provincial
appreciated
median of $430 and above
the national median of $300.)
As the report illustrates, some people can give time,
some can give money, and many can give both.
With 2017 coming to a close, December is the time to
consider making charitable donations in order to make
the most of tax-deduction benefits. Some 68 registered
charities exist on Salt Spring Island, all with the ability
to provide donation receipts for income-tax purposes.
Christmas time sees a focus on food bank donations
and events using the Christmas tree as their anchor.
There’s a new Salt Spring Island Firefighters Association campaign, the fourth annual Festival of Trees
taking place at the Harbour House Hotel and Island
Savings’ promotion of its food bank support program
called The Full Cupboard.
Organizations such as the Salt Spring Therapeutic
Riding Association launched a major fundraising campaign on Giving Tuesday last week, while several others
time their charitable donation campaigns for the final
months of the year.
For information about how to support Salt Spring’s
not-for-profit groups by volunteering or with financial aid, visit www.volunteersaltspring.com/vcr or
drop by VCR’s exhibit at the library this month.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Rita Aptekmann

Be grateful to live here and now
It is very sad that we have so many complaints of the
Islands Trust administration when the Gulf Islands have
been praised in several articles in Beautiful BC magazine,
the Globe and Mail and others, as one of the best places to
live in Canada. I think so too.
I am over 90 years old and I have seen a lot of changes
in my life, most of them resulting in the enormous betterment of our daily lives.
When I was young, the working people didn’t have all the
luxuries we take for granted nowadays.
For people who lived in the cities, mostly in older apartments, there were no bathrooms, and often just one toilet
for two floors. (I will not elaborate on the quality of the
toilet paper!)
One didn’t have a fridge or freezer. You might have an
icebox if you were well off. There was no running hot water,
one sink in the kitchen. Your cooking stove was heated with
wood or sometimes even gas.
There was no TV, no radio, no phone, no washing
machine or dryer. Linens had to be boiled on a designated
day in the basement in a big vat, rinsed and wrung out by
hand and hung on washing lines to dry. In the winter they
were hung in the attic to freeze dry and then ironed. Horror story! (Some people say the birth control pill liberated
women, but I think it was the washing machine and dryer
that did.)
Of course nobody had a car. If you had a bike you were
well off. No travelling, no affordable hotels or such.
No fancy clothing. Two dresses and two pairs of shoes.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should Canada pursue free trade with China?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

Lots of aprons.
No take-out foods. Not much cake or chocolate or similar luxury food. Mostly very plain food.
One had to cook mostly for one’s self. Lots of potatoes,
veggies, pork, sausages of questionable origin, and what
is called hamburger was ground-up old cow meat. There
were no cattle.
But there were beer halls where all family members could
go for a good meal cheaply, and lots of beer and pretzels.
Then of course there was not much for children to do.
There were no playgrounds (we played on the sidewalks),
no school buses and the classes held up to 50 children per
room, and if you misbehaved you got strapped or shamed.
There were no magazines to read and if there was anything to read it was all black and white, no colour. Later on
we had silent movies.
There was of course no free hospital or doctor care and,
as far as I know, hardly any holidays. Workers’ compensation, pension plans or medical coverage did not exist and
families had to take care of their parents or other destitute
relatives who probably already shared the apartment they
were living in.
The only entertainment was soccer games and, for the
younger people, a dance hall.
I could go on forever with the comparisons. As far as I am
concerned, we live in Lotus Land and I am very grateful.
The writer is a longtime Salt Spring resident.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Would you like to see
ride-hailing in B.C.?

22

29

YES NO

GULF ISLANDS
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “It would be better to start from scratch . . .

because the word C7 itself brings bile to a lot of people’s throats.”
SSLTC MEMBER PEter Grove, on draft bylaw 491

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: How
would you like to
see transit service
expand on Salt
Spring?

Eric Lohernz

Christine Hunt

Myna-Lee Johnstone

Michelle Parry

Mitchell Chatham

I work overnights so later
hours would be great.

My neighbourhood is pretty
well taken care of.

Later hours on the Fulford
route during winter and
Saturday mornings to Long
Harbour.

Keeping on track with the
ferry schedules.

A lot more routes — we can
be pretty isolated.

Letters to the editor
Reasons to
grump
As the cold November
days keep me inside I have
time to ponder the state of
the world and my position
in it.
As I sit here stewing
there are a couple of issues
that are really starting to
get me going. The first one
is the boardwalk.
Really! Is it that important? Why should we be
blackmailed by anyone
who wants to rip up and
damage the waterfront
any more than it already
is? Leave it as undisturbed
as we can. We now realize where water meets the
land is important to the
welfare of both the water
and the land.
Let’s not think development in any way, let’s think
preser vation. Here’s an

idea. Let’s put a sign at the
end of the boardwalk saying something like: “This
boardwalk was originally
intended to take you all
the way into Ganges but
due to some selfish people
we were not allowed to
continue.”
I would rather see the
boardwalk removed than
a n y m o re d e v e l o p m e n t
along the water.
Secondly: When were
they going to tell us the
CRD has decided to take
ov e r t h e r u n n i n g a n d
administration of the
pool on Rainbow Road? It
seems to be running very
well and smoothly right
now.
Are they going to bring
over “experts,” overload it
with administration and
show us how to really
operate a civic pool? Or is
this a payback for not voting to incorporate?

I think a little transparency is needed here and
some explanation why it
has to change.
Jim Erickson,
S a lt S p r i n g

Editor’s note: The CRD
announced the change of
pool administration in a
late July press release and
the Driftwood ran a story
in our Aug. 2 paper, which
Jim said he missed.

Car trouble
thanks

I am an old lady who was
trying to drive downtown
on Friday. My car stopped
running and wouldn’t start
again while I was waiting on
a main road to turn left. (I
still had plenty of gas.)
Cars were behind me, so
I got out of the car to signal
my problem. A lovely lady in
a car behind me then drove
her car to the side so the car

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

behind her could see the
problem. The man in that
car, Keith, came to my car,
and after some time, managed to get my car to the
side of the road as well. How
he did that I don’t know!
Keith drove me to Richard Murakami’s. (Keith then
had to leave because he
had to get his wife who was
waiting to be picked up.)
Richard Murakami called
and got Ron of Me and Ron’s
Towing to tow my car. I had
locked my car so Richard
asked his sister, Rose, to
drive me back to my car to
wait for the tow truck. I was
so happy when Ron and
the tow truck arrived. (The
truck was warm; I was so
cold sitting in my cold car.)
When we got back to Richard Murakami’s, Ron was so
skilled backing my car into
a very small place. By this
time Ron and I were good
friends and he figured out

AGING with GRACE: Who ate my time?

“L

ook who just arrived!” he
announced, turning to
check the clock behind him. And
then, pausing for dramatic effect
but wasting precious seconds
in the process, he gazed at his
watch before answering his own
question. “Why it’s none other
than ‘Miss Extra-Curric’! What’s
more, today she’s only 10 minutes
late.”
What can I say? I’d been
attending a committee meeting for the Senior Prom – one of
many as you may have guessed
– and how could I leave before
we’d completed the agenda?
Especially since I’d been the one
who’d called the meeting in the
first place!
But like time, my high school
chemistry teacher, was unforgiving. I recall he gave me a D for
the course, destroying my otherwise exemplary grade point average and any chance I might have
had of being valedictorian of my
class. Sixty years have passed
since that rebuke and it’s no wonder I’ll never forget it.

But sad to say, neither the chastisement nor the memory of it
seems to have rubbed off on me.
I still find myself over-booking
because I still try to cram more
stuff into the time allotted than
it has room for. And I have, I’m
discovering of late, an increasing
tendency to double book.
They say, whoever they are,
that as we grow older we tend to
become more of the person we
always were. If that’s true, then I
might become even more timedisadvantaged than I’ve always
been.
You’re probably wondering
why I haven’t yet learned I can’t
be in two places at the same time.
Well to set your minds at rest,
I have learned that lesson. The
trouble is half the time I’m trying to rely on memory to keep
me abreast of what I think I’m
supposed to be doing at any
given moment. And if I happen
to remember to write a meeting or event into my calendar, I
might not remember to consult
it when I take on another event

that happens to be scheduled for
the same time.
And so tonight I find I have a
ticket for this and I have another ticket for that. How much of
my time should I want devote to
deciding which event might be
the better one to attend? Which
is easier to get to? Which might
be more purely enjoyable? Which
more robustly informative?
Which is best — convenience,
enjoyment or learning something new?
Good grief! I think I’ll just stay
home and write a column about
whether time and tide will wait
for me even though I’m neither
a man nor even someone who
accepts the value of calendars.
When I woke up this morning,
I suddenly realized it’s December already. How can that be?
It seems like only the other day
I wrote a column about all the
time I’d been wasting looking for
my glasses when they were sitting right in front of me, carefully camouflaged atop a calico
comforter? That column had to

how to get me back home.
I just want to thank these
people who helped me
when I was so helpless. I
also want all who live on
Salt Spring to know how
important it is to care for
each other every day.
Jody Slakov,
S a lt S p r i n g

Residents
should be
heard
Shame on you, Islands
“Trust.” I am appalled that
Ganges Marina’s 30-year
foreshore lease expired in
April and could have been
automatically renewed in
July without Islands Trust
stepping in to negotiate a
harbourwalk right-of-way
from B.C. Crown Lands
ov e r G a n g e s M a r i n a’s
filled area, still considered
“water.”

do with how it was high time I
adopted a New Year’s Resolution about being mindful about
where I was putting my glasses
and debit card when I wasn’t
actually using them. But since
I’d drafted the column on Dec.
28 I decided to procrastinate on
actually implementing the resolution until Jan. 1, there being no
time like the future. That’s how,
on Dec. 29, I’d managed to sit on
my glasses while putting on my
socks, squashing them so badly
I had to take them in for repair.
The New Year rang in at last,
but I want to protest that despite
what Shakespeare might have
said, each of its tomorrows most
assuredly did not creep by at a
petty pace; instead, they flew by
at breakneck speed, leaving me
worried that the minutes allotted to me are running short or
might be cut off before I get
things done. Today they are all
yesterdays and even though I can
remember some of them, I can
never return to them. All those
precious minutes they offered

With most of the pilings
in place (and at the cost
of a fine young man’s life
— Dave Rayment on a pile
driver in 1997), it would
have seemed a no-brainer.
Instead you are plugging
away with the development-biased Bylaw 491 (for
instance, why even propose a “multi-family dwelling” as part of the bylaw,
objected to by the official
community plan, the North
Salt Spring Waterworks
District and the Ganges
Sewer Commission), when
none of the previous zoning included that?
The Nov. 4 meeting should
have made it clear that residents of Ganges do not want
a big hotel looming over a
much-desired boardwalk,
and they should be heard.
Cathy Young,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 9

By HELEN
HINCHLIFF
are gone and
they’ll never
come back.
So I want
to tell you
r i g h t n ow
that I’ll probably continue trying to do something productive
or at least inspiring by filling
every unforgiving minute, as my
late husband Donald used to
advise.
I’d always thought the “unforgiving minute” was his idea until
I took the time this evening to
google it. It turns out Donald
was quoting the last stanza of
Rudyard Kipling’s poem “If,”
composed in 1895:
If you can fill the unforgiving
minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of
distance run,   
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,   
And — which is more — you’ll
be a Man, my son!
Even a woman like Miss ExtraCurric could profit from that
advice.

OPINION
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Groups should create a New Green Democratic Party
By Greg Spendjian
Six months ago the NDP and B.C.
Green Party made a deal allowing
the NDP to form a minority government after 16 years of B.C. Liberal
Party rule.
This resulted from a fortuitous
break in the numbers of MLAs elected: 43 Liberal, 41 NDP and 3 Green.
Had the Liberal Party won just one
more seat they would have formed
a majority government. The Green
party could have chosen to make a
deal with the Liberals but fortunately threw their lot in with the NDP.
Since the agreement is not a formal coalition, one concludes it is a
marriage of convenience rather than
conviction. Nevertheless, it is a good
outcome. It might even be argued
that having a minority NDP government supported by the Green party
is better than having a majority NDP
government because it forces cooperation between the two parties.
But there is a much bigger possible upside.
The NDP’s focus is on socio-economic issues, problems of social justice, poverty, unequal distribution
of wealth and income, inadequate
access to resources and to educational, health and social services,
and gender and racial inequality.
They may pay some lip service to
“green” issues, but this is second-

ary. The Green party’s main focus is
on environmental-ecological issues.
Their economic policies appear to
lean more towards “conservative,”
market-based models with less
regard for social issues.
Ideally, working together may
push the two parties to realize that
to achieve their separate goals the
problems they seek to address must
be tackled together in an integrated,
holistic, systemic way. The reason
for this is that the root causes of
the social and economic problems,
on the one hand, and the environmental-ecological problems, on the
other, are the same. They are to be
found within the very nature of the
prevalent (neoliberal) socio-economic model governing our society.
This model is completely dependent on economic growth, on socalled free and unregulated markets
and unfettered private enterprise,
on deregulation, privatization,
reduced taxes and fewer government services, and in general on less
involvement of the public sector in
society. It makes a fetish of individual wealth and corporate ownership
as contrasted to collective welfare
and enterprise control.
It is what has led us to the mess of
serious inter-related problems we
face at local and global levels. Most
importantly, the singular focus on

INDEPTH
consumerism and “economic
growth at any cost” is what has led us
to the climate catastrophe we face.
Under our existing system, dealing with economic issues will exacerbate environmental issues. Dealing with environmental issues will
make economic problems worse,
notwithstanding unfounded hopes
in “green growth.” Notwithstanding this double bind, we don’t hear
the NDP or the Green party ever
questioning the dominant system or
issuing any real challenges to it.

Under our existing
system, dealing with
economic issues
will exacerbate
environmental issues.
As economic resources become
concentrated in fewer and fewer
hands, the influence of money in
the political arena is increasingly
obvious all over the world. At one
point “government” could have
been considered a counterbalance

to the influence of wealth. This is
no longer the case. The corporate
sector and the rich are increasingly
manipulating public opinion and
taking over the levers of government
and policy-making to benefit themselves at the expense of others and
the environment.
Those who grapple with the close
links between socio-economic and
environmental-ecological concerns,
or are seeking answers to the climate crisis, are increasingly coming to the conclusion that solutions
would best be found in what might
be called a radical green democratic
socialist approach. I agree with this
conclusion.
It has to be “radical” because the
end goal needs to be a complete
overhaul of production and consumption systems, as well as the way
economic benefits are distributed in
society. Such changes can only happen if accompanied by radically different individual, social and cultural
values. It has to be “green” because
maintaining the integrity and resilience of natural systems on which
the survival of all life depends must
be a top priority. It has to be “democratic socialist” because the problems we face are unsolvable without
the full engagement of the public
sector in promoting the welfare of
the whole rather than just the privi-

leged. Autocratic or fascist regimes
may be able to address issues like
climate change by edict, but they are
distinctly undesirable.
Many people are justifiably
frustrated by establishment parties which are seen as unwilling or
unable to deal with the very serious
problems we face. Little wonder that
participation rates in elections are so
low and cynicism towards the political process is so high.
Imagine if the NDP and Green
Party, having reached the conclusions described above as a result
of having to work together, joined
forces to form a quite new entity.
What a golden opportunity such a
New Green Democratic Party would
have to articulate a vibrant, clear and
inspiring vision which could pull
together all progressively inclined
people towards a sane, humane and
ecological future.
The leadership and membership
of both the NDP and Green Party
need to overcome their somewhat
limited world views, let go of their
old ways of operating and jointly
embrace a radical green democratic
socialist alternative. The magnitude
of the issues we face, and the pressing need to find workable solutions
to them, demand such bold action.
The writer lives on Beddis Road.

Solar cookers bring practical help and joy
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Capital Regional District
Volunteer Opportunity

Solid Waste Advisory
Committee
The Capital Regional District is seeking volunteers to
serve on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee. The
committee provides input on solid waste management
matters and will advise on the development of a major
revision of our region’s Solid Waste Management Plan.
Interested? Please send a brief summary telling us about
yourself, who you represent, your relevant experience
and why you would like to serve on the committee.
Deadline for receipt of applications is December 29,
2017.
For more information, please visit www.crd.bc.ca/
service/waste-recycling/solid-waste-management.
Send your application to:
Mail:

CRD Environmental Resource Management
625 Fisgard Street, Victoria BC, V8W 1R7

Phone: 250.360.3218
Fax:

250.360.3047

Email: infoline@crd.bc.ca

come thoughts of the upcoming holiday season.
For many of us it is a season associated not only with festivities and
gift-giving, but it also stirs up strong
feelings of happiness and love, wonder and gratitude and generosity,
and hope for a peaceful and more
equitable world.
So I want to remind you that all
these things can be bunched together like flowers in a festive bouquet
with a single donation to the Lesotho
Solar Cooker Project.
This well-received initiative, which
was started in 2005, involves the purchase and distribution of solar cookers to grandmothers — and occasionally grandfathers — in land-locked
Lesotho, who are looking after their
AIDS-orphaned grandchildren.
Once a year Carol Pritchard of
Gatineau, Que. takes the donated
money to Johannesburg where she
buys solar cookers and black pots
to use with them, and then trucks it
all to Lesotho. After consulting with
a local friend whom she has known
since they met years ago as students
at an Ottawa university, and who
tells Carol where she thinks the next
neediest community is, Carol buys
the foodstuffs that will be needed
for the coming three days of sunnyweather solar-cooking demonstrations.
These workshops teach the locally
chosen participants how to use and
look after the solar cookers, and in
the process help them make a potful of their staple food — cornmeal
mush or “papa” — on the first day, a
large soy-and-vegetable stew on the
second, and a round loaf of raisin
bread on the third.
Although interested, the grandpar-

Photo courtesy Jill Willmott

Lesotho grandmother uses her solar
cooker.
ents are at first quite skeptical of the
sun really being able to cook anything, but after three hours of talking together in the shade of a tree or
porch roof and Carol suggesting that
it’s time to check the cookers and
taste their contents, everyone seems
to be amazed with what has been
achieved. There are great cries of joy,
and singing and dancing and ululating, and as the grandparents pick up
their pots and head for home they
can hardly wait for the next day’s
lesson.
On the third day, of course, everybody takes home not only their freshly baked breads but the cookers too.
Carol has made a point of going
back to a couple of the communities
where the first solar-cooking workshops were given and has asked if the
grannies can think of any improvements for the stoves. The response
she gets is one of disbelief that anything could make them better, but

they often have suggestions for other
ways of using them.
One grandmother said she found
them very useful for drying fruits
and vegetables quickly and safely
protected from curious animals and
little children. Another mentioned
that on winter days when the sun is
not hot enough to boil water it can be
warmed in a sunstove and makes for
much pleasanter sponge-baths. That
the recipients treasure them is obvious.
The full cost of a solar-cooker
donation is approximately $130,
but this not only covers the price of
the stove, the pots and demonstration foodstuffs but a share of their
transportation-to-Lesotho costs and
remuneration for Carol’s local translators and helpers. And of course all
donations — small or large — are
very welcome because by putting the
small ones together another stove
can be bought.
So if you are wondering what to
give somebody on your list who
already seems to have everything
he or she could possibly need, then
perhaps a card with a photo of one or
more of the previous African solarcooker recipients and information
about the project would be a good
idea, and we can provide that card.
For more informatio, please contact me by phone (250-537-8343) or
email (jillawillmott@gmail.com) and
I will be happy to answer your questions.
As Carol often says, “May the sun
shine in your hearts and on your
sunstoves!”
The writer is a member of Salt
Sp r i n g ’s R a g i n g Gra n n i e s g r o u p,
which has facilitated the solar-cooker project on Salt Spring for several
years.
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Advice for citizen activists outlined
By Gerry Chidiac
We live in a time of great
polarization. But there is a
way out.
While the post-Second
World War era promised
prosperity to all, in recent
years we’ve seen a decline
in real wages for the common person, exponential
increases in salary for the
heads of large corporations,
and government bailouts of
businesses deemed too large
to fail.
In 2011, we saw the massive Occupy Wall Street rallies
all over the world. It was clear
that many people were fed up
with the state of the capitalist
system. But this once-massive
movement arguably had little
impact.
The sentiment is still palpable in many countries, however. Masses continue to cry
out at the one per cent who
supposedly control business,
government, the media, our
wages and every aspect of our
lives.
But the truth is that no one
controls us unless we hand
control over to them.
It’s also true that the one per
cent are not necessarily bad
people, nor are they necessarily any smarter than the rest of
us. Their schools are arguably
no better than our schools (at
least in Canada), they didn’t
on average feel more love

GUESTColumn
growing up, nor are they happier as a group.
They do, however, live
largely in isolation from the
rest of the population and
many show it by their actions.
They’re somewhat ignorant of
the responsibility each person holds in bringing about
the positive progression of
humanity.

Our interactions
with others help
us to realize that
polarization is a
myth.
So how do we bridge the gap
between rich and poor? How
do we create a world where
there’s enough for everyone,
where every child can reach
their full potential?
Through the years, we’ve
protested, picketed and held
rallies. These peaceful demonstrations have been somewhat effective, especially
when combined with other
forms of activism. But there’s
a powerfully innovative group
that has been largely ignored
in traditional forms of activ-

More letters
continued from 7

Maintain dignity

Regarding your Nov. 29 article on
assisted death, thank you for discussing
the issue of deciding who qualifies for
medical assistance in death.
Why the long protracted decline in
health of someone who has Parkinson’s
or any other form of dementia is different from one with COPD is arguable
in light of the fact most of us will have
advanced directives such as a power of
attorney for health and Do Not Resuscitate orders in place before such illnesses rob us of our dignity.
In the story, Beate Denz seems to
struggle with using the more appropriate term “assisted death” by referring to
it as suicide. It is not. By addressing the
term correctly we can start to change
our perceptions of death as an inevitable part of life that can be positive.

ism and we’re just learning to
tap into their potential.
In a recent TED Talk, Sarah
Corbett explained why activism needs introverts. These
sensitive and creative souls
can meet together, talk, come
up with creative ways to
engage others in dialogue, and
bring about positive change.
Corbett gives the example of how her group made
embroidered handkerchiefs
and wrote letters, sharing an
encouraging message with
members of the governing board for a large department store in Great Britain.
The board members were
so touched that they invited
Corbett and her friends to
talk with them. They convinced these powerful people
to increase salaries for their
employees to a living wage,
and they’re now examining
other ways to be more responsible corporate citizens.
We also need to remember that although the wealthy
control the greatest share of
political contributions, the 99
per cent control the vote.
Those of us living in democratic states are very fortunate to have governments
designed to handle the flaws
of capitalism. We must never
forget that we’ve been here
before. In the last century,
we saw tremendous poverty
and economic injustice, but

The new law of assistance in death
justifies well-thought-out community
support in the departing person’s decision to die. Charting the timing of one’s
departure allows for family and friends
to rally for the warmest possible goodbye. And this can help lift the sense of
loneliness and grief around death.
Jeanne de Bretan,
U x b r i d g e , O n t.

Plus sides

Re: Magaretha Nordine’s Nov. 22 letter on the dangers of genetically modified farmed salmon sold in Canada with
no labelling to that effect.
On the plus side, these fish are not
raised in ocean pens, they are reared in
on-shore facilities.
And make of this what you will. They are
not even reared in Canada. AquaBounty’s
facility is located in Panama.
Roger Brunt,
Brinkworthy

the people demanded social
programs and protection for
workers.
But although laws were
changed and life improved for
many, we have seen a regression in recent years.
In Saving Capitalism, former American secretary of
labor Robert Reich concludes
by giving advice on how to be
a citizen activist:
• We must be tenacious and
patient. Social change takes
time.
• We must engage in dialogue with people who disagree with us, as Corbett and
her friends are doing. We may
learn from them and they may
learn from us.
• Finally, we need to have
fun. It feels very good to work
with others in bringing about
positive and significant social
change.
Our interactions with others help us to realize that
polarization is a myth. There
is no “us” or “them.” There is
only a diverse and beautiful
“we,” so we can be confident
that we’ll find the answers
we’re looking for as we move
forward together.
The writer is an awardwinning high school teacher
in the Prince George School
District specializing in languages, genocide studies and
work with at-risk students.

Idle no more
Those of us who find ourselves in
ferry line-ups or store parking lots
sometimes wonder about the effects
of idling car engines.
According to Natural Resources
Canada, turning off our engine is one
easy action we can take to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions which
cause global heating. Unnecessary
idling costs money and fuel.
The numbers are interesting. If we
avoid idling for three minutes every
day of the year, CO2 emissions could
be reduced by 1.4 million tonnes
annually. That’s equal to saving 630
million litres of fuel, and equivalent
to taking 320,000 cars off the road for
a year.
So if you’re going to be stopped for
more than 60 seconds, turning off the
engine is economical and thoughtful.
Wendy Hilliard,

Red peppercorn roses to Harbour House Hotel owner
Larry Woodley, director of sales and marketing Kate Hamblin, chef Jonathan Duquette and staff for great service
and food at the new restaurant’s soft opening on Friday.
We’re looking forward to our next taste of the menu! The
Driftwood
A matatu (van) of Kenyan roses to all the wonderful
people who supported the Pre-Christmas Champagne
Soiree. Thanks to our chefs Mollie Colson and Mary Beckett for the fabulous food, and to Andrew Peat and Duncan

the Chili Cookoff in Centennial Park on Saturday evening. Winners were: Judges Choice - Salt Spring Inn,
first; Auntie Pesto’s, second; Glen Paton, third. People’s
Choice - Jason Troop from Barb’s Buns, first; Keith Luft
and Chris Baker, second; Ian from Moby’s, third. Judges
were Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George, Community
Services executive director Rob Grant and Jana Roerick
of Jana’s Bake Shop. The event raised more than $1,000
for the Salt Spring Food Bank.

We’re on the Move!
Visit us at Grace Point Square
1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

OPENING

M e y e r Roa d

Rants and Roses
Roses

Photo by Jen MacLellan

TASTY TEST: Chelsea Forman takes a sample at

Mathieson for outstanding duty at the champagne table.
Also a huge bouquet of roses to the local businesses who
supported the door prize draws: Country Grocer, Black
Sheep Books, The Fritz Movie Theatre, Moonray Designs
and Hastings House. Roses to all who attended. Each
ticket sold will feed 20 Kenyan school children for a week.
On behalf of all those young and old, two and fourlegged walkers and strollers full of roses to the CRD/PARC
employees who remediated parts of the creek paths in
Mouat Park. You’ve given us the Cadillac of trails. MA, FJ
and Cyril

Call us at 778.353.3012

We’ll be at our current location throughout Dec.

nexgenhearing.com
WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB
Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted

Registered under the College of Speech
and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

run
all
dec
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arts&entertainment
entertainment
FOR MORE
SALT SPRING ARTS
& ENTERTAINMENT
HAPPENINGS,
SEE OUR WHAT’S
ON CALENDAR ON
PAGE 12.

Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

ART REVIEW

League 181 dresses up ArtSpring lobby

At left: Anticipation c. 1945 by Don Hodgins, a watercolour painting
based on a photo from the City of Vancouver Archives using a palette
limited to yellow, purple, black and white. Above: Stepping Out by
Wendy Wickland.

Painting challenge
yields strong results
Christmas angels have arrived!
Gift certificates available.

GD

Giulietta Designs
GALLERY & STUDIO
Ganges Alley, 127-149 Fulford-Ganges Road
Thurs-Sat 11- 4 • 250.931.1290
info@giuliettadesigns.com www.giuliettadesigns.com

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A subgroup of Salt Spring
Painters Guild members called
League 181 is featured in the
ArtSpring lobby this month,
revealing the fascinating differences in approach that make
every artist an individual despite
working with similar subject
material or techniques.
Members Judith Borbas, Peter

SALT
SPRING
SINGERS

Don Conley, conductor
David Storm, accompanist

ARTSPRING

Dec. 9 @ 7:30 pm
Dec. 10 @ 2pm
Tickets $20 Adult, $5 Youth
artspring.ca / 250 537 2102

Eyles, Don Hodgins, Herb Otto,
Wendy Wickland and Dulcy Wilson are experienced painters
who have been meeting weekly
for a day of painting together
since 2013. They benefit from
the exercise both in conversations about the work and by
observing one another in practice.
Despite this mutual strengthening and growth, every artist
maintains a strong sense of personal style, which is seen best
in the results of a challenge
the group set for itself. Historic
Vancouver is a set of paintings
based on photos sourced from
the City of Vancouver Archives.
To make things more interesting, the group restricted their
colour selection to shades of
yellow, purple, black and white.
“The limited palette is really fun but challenging,” said
Hodgins, who was putting some
finishing
on the exhibinov touches
29
tion on Friday morning.
and
In h i s w a t e rc o l o u r p i e c e
Anticipation
dec 06 c. 1945, Hodgins
chose to recreate the scene of
two young women watching
a ship come in to dock using
mostly grey tones. He added
light washes of yellow or purple sparingly in areas where he
wanted to add either a touch of
warmth or coolness. His subtle
hand brings the sense of the
looming coastal range with a
hint of purple, while the girls’
summer clothes are brightened
as light pink-mauve against
their softer-toned skin. It’s a
beautifully restrained approach
to the archival original.
Wickland uses a touch of yellow to warm the background
wash in her scene of three
women walking down a city
street. Her use of purple is

restricted to the light outfits
in subtle pastel shades on two
women facing the viewer. They
are the key to the scene, as their
surroundings are left indistinct
and a third woman walking
away in the other direction is
left in neutral tones.
Wilson and Eyles took the
same source photo of cars
parked in front of the Hollywood Cafe. Wilson took a wider
view and saved her colour use
mainly for the two cars, one in
soft golden yellow and the other
in purple, with some soft purple
shadows in the apartment windows above, while Eyles restricted his gaze to include one car
and popped more yellow into
the building face for a brighter
scene.
Otto has a grand view of the
Canadian Pacific Railway’s Pier
D, with a well-dressed couple
out for a stroll as another large
ship comes in. Pale yellow tones
in the foreground are set off by a
rosy pink-tinged sky.
Borbas provided a sketchlike touch to her busy pier-side
scene, giving the idea of purposeful movement to her walking figures. She was also a little
bolder in her colour use, adding
more deeply saturated yellow or
purple to the women’s dresses
and highlighting a few rooftops
and gas lamps.
Hodgins enjoyed the Historic
Vancouver exercise so much that
he continued on with a whole
series of paintings, although he
permitted himself to go beyond
the restrictive colour palette. He
said he consciously worked to
achieve a look that resembles
illustrators of the wartime era,
one that gives a realistic picture
of an image but nonetheless has
painterly qualities.

One strong piece is called
Fishing the Capilano c. 1945. As
the tag explains, it was “a time
when you wore a shirt and tie
to go fishing.” The successful
angler stands with his catch
on a small outcropping of rock
against an aquamarine mist of
river rapids. The painting works
on a cool palette, with touches
of warmth in the way sunlight
hits the man’s skin and reflects
off his white shirt and shiny
salmon.
Other pieces in the show have
a suitably seasonal theme, with
landscapes seen in fall and winter. Otto’s Rideau Lakes Winter puts the viewer in the heart
of iconic Canada. The frozen
lake and bare trees are warmed
up by the winter sunshine on
one of those crisp clear days
that eastern provinces get. Yellow stalks poking through the
shoreline in the immediate
foreground contrast nicely with
the aqua sky, with the glowing
lake at the centre of it all.
Eyles captures an atmospheric scene of still water in his oil
painting Calm Cove. The marvellous contrast of burnt yellow
hillside and dark firs reflects
back onto the glassy sea, with
a troubled sky echoed in just
a few wid e r i pples. Wint er
Chores is a cosy seasonal view
of a low-sloped cabin backed
by tall trees. The snowy ground
and roof are set off by red tones
that highlight the wood grain in
cabin and fence.
Wickland’s Gone Fishing is
another painting with lots of
warmth. The simplified scene
of three men has a nostalgic
gleam with their warmedcream clothing and a setting
of burnt orange sky over toffee
foreground.
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JEWELLERY
❆
WOODWORK
❆
BASKETRY
❆
POTTERY
❆
ART
❆
GIFTS
NOV 24th ~ DEC 21st
daily 10 ~ 5 Mahon Hall
PHOTOS BY GAIL SJUBERG

TALENTS ON DISPLAY: Taking two of several prizes in the Driftwood’s annual Light-up Decorating Contest are, from left, Mouat’s Clothing
(best all round) and Jill Louise Campbell Gallery (most creative). Thrifty Foods won the best use of lights award. Love My Kitchen earned second in the
best all round category, Dr. Andrea Varju’s office came second in most creative and Centennial Park (Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission)
was second in best use of lights. Honourable mentions go to West of the Moon, Mouat’s Home Hardware and the Ganges Fire Hall. The People’s
Choice Award has yet to be determined. People can vote for their favourite decorated premises by sending an email to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.
com or naming your favourite on the Driftwood Light-up photo album on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.

❆

YOUTH ART

Bateman inspires young island artists

salt spring
arts council

❆

LIONS

SantaShip

Saturday Dec. 9 ❆
th

Annual enrichment
program has local focus

PHOTO BY PAT BURKETTE

Student
mentor
Sasha Hroch
completes
her barn
owl sketch
during an art
enrichment
program
session at
ArtSpring.

BY PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Budding young Salt Spring artists
have spent November weekends at
ArtSpring to participate in Exploring Nature’s Beauty through the Art
Work of Robert Bateman, this year’s
art enrichment program for children
and youth.
Using Bateman’s art as a starting
point for their own explorations in
drawing and painting animals and
birds in natural settings, the student
artists will exhibit completed works
in ArtSpring’s Bateman Gallery from
Dec. 8 to 10. Hours are 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. on Friday and Sunday, and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m on Saturday. Bateman
will attend the Friday, Dec. 8 opening event.
For four years, with donors like
Country Grocer and the Salt Spring
Foundation, ArtSpring’s annual
art enrichment program has been
offered free to art students aged six
to 16 and led by guest artist Tracy
Harrison. Coming up in the new
year is local Coast Salish artist Quentin Harris presenting traditional art
techniques.
Harrison uses dance, film and art
to build her programs around wellknown artists, creating an optimum
student learning experience. In 2013,
students explored the work of Paul
Klee, Jackson Pollock and Andy Warhol. In 2014, female artists Georgia
O’Keeffe, Frida Kahlo and Emily Carr
were the focus. The year 2015 saw
students create a mural exploring
the Day of the Dead. The Group of
Seven was the inspiration for 2016.
“After looking at Canadian artists
in the Group of Seven, I thought it
would be good to study a living, local
artist,” said Harrison. “I met Robert
two years ago when I bought one
of his paintings for my mom’s 90th

WINTERCRAFT

birthday.”
She explained that “The programming is designed to teach the students about the artist and their technique.”
For this year’s Bateman-themed
program, each student chose a bird
or animal from a Bateman painting, and put their own spin on it by
sketching different postures and settings.
“If Robert finds a dead bird, he’ll
freeze it and do sketches of that,”
said Harrison. “I found a dead hummingbird this summer, froze it and
brought it in for them for some initial
quick study sketching.”
“After completing many sketches,
students make clay sculptures of
their animal to get 3D aspects of it,”
said Harrison.
Following modelling, students
create black paper silhouettes of
their animal, so that they can scale
up their drawings prior to painting
on canvas.
“Robert will take an image of a bird
or animal and move it around on the
canvas for placement,” explains Harrison.
Once paintings are completed,
students learn to set up an exhibition
of their work with help from parents.
The talented young artists work-

ing at ArtSpring on Nov. 24 were
certainly inspired by Bateman’s art.
Eleven-year-old Kara Yaremcio’s
well-drawn cheetah would have put
many older artists to shame.
“It’s really hard to get the faces
right,” she said.
Ten-year-old Daniela Marshall
met the challenge offered by Bateman’s rendering of a tiger.
“I really like cats,” she said. “I saw
the tiger and it looked so detailed.”
Liam Normile, also 10, was drawing and painting a pileated woodpecker.
“I like the detail and the shape,” he
said. “It’s mostly the shape of the bird
that’s proving to be more difficult
than I thought it would.”
Sasha Hroch, a 14-year-old who
took last year’s program and is acting
as a student mentor this year, enjoys
both painting and photography.
She said she likes the reason why
Robert Bateman paints: “to express
the beauty of nature.”
It’s obvious that Hroch’s time in
the program is paying off. Her sketch
of a barn owl was skilled, with strong
lines and fine colour sense. For students like her, ArtSpring’s art enrichment program is a way to both grow
as an artist and engage with their
community.

❆

❆

❆

7:00 pm Santa arrives at Coast Guard Dock.
Hot chocolate
at 6:30 pm

A

❆

❆

Follow Santa into Mouat’s Mall.
Give him your
wish list for Christmas.
He’ll also visit Greenwoods
and Lady Minto Hospital.

sponsored by
BELLINGHAM &
SSI LIONS CLUB

Christmas Story Writing Contest
Write a story of
500 words or less
whose topic relates
to Christmas or the
Christmas season.

• All Gulf Islands students in
Kindergarten to Grade 12 are eligible.
• Stories will be judged by retired
teachers and librarians on quality of
writing, clarity of presentation and
originality of theme.
• Winning entries will be published in
the Driftwood in December.
The deadline for our annual
• The name, age, address and telephone
writing contest is Friday, Dec. 8th. number of the writer must be written
Win a cash prize for a story of up to on the back of each entry.
• Send entries to the Driftwood,
500 words about Christmas
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring
or the Christmas Season.
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
fax to 250-537-2613.
• For more information, 250-537-9933.
Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613 Teachers: Classes with the highest
participation level are eligible to win
328 Lower Ganges Road
a donation of $100 made on behalf of
email: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com the class to the charity of their choice!
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Dec. 6

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo – Patricia
Flannagan + Friends.
Salt Spring vocalist Patricia
Flannagan, pianist Linda Quinn,
Women of Note and Bach on
the Rock Choir perform for Tea
à Tempo recital at All Saints.
2:10 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees.
Community members vote
for best decorated tree with a
food bank donation. Harbour
House Hotel meeting room (rear
entrance.) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mother Goose.
Join Nomi and Hannah on
Wednesdays in the Salt Spring
Library Program Room for
Parent-Child Mother Goose,
with songs, rhymes and playtime. 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Gulf Islands School Board
Meeting. Public portion of
meeting begins at 1 p.m. at the
school board office portable.
Special General Meeting of
the Board of Directors of
Central Community Hall.
Special meeting to discuss fundraising. Public welcome. Central
Hall. 7 p.m.
SS Film Fest Presents
Django. The story of Django
Reinhardt, famous guitarist and
composer, and his flight from
German-occupied Paris in 1943
is told as a mixture of biopic
and historical drama. ArtSpring.
French with English subtitles.
7:30 p.m.
SongJam. Pub-style sing-along
to the soundtrack of our lives.
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Thu.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Dec. 7

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic.
Thursdays at Moby’s. 8:30 p.m.

Fri.

Dec. 8

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jon and Roy’s Holiday
Special.
Jon & Roy bring their annual
holiday show to benefit SS
Gymnastics. Joining the hosts
this year are indie-pop darling
Ashleigh Ball, Astrocolor, a fivepiece, jazz-infused ensemble
from Victoria, and a solo acoustic set from Jesse Roper. Fulford
Hall. Doors at 7:30 p.m.; music
at 8:30.

wonder

ows
final 2 sh

Dec. 6 - 7 Wed. + Thurs. 7pm

Dec. 9

ACTIVITIES

1hr. 53 min.
Rating: PG

Dec. 8 - 12 Fri. to Tues. 7pm
Sunday 3 matinee + 7pm

National
Theatre
Live

CINEMA

EXHIBITIONS

• Exploring Nature’s Beauty Through the Art Work of Robert
Bateman is a three-day exhibit of work by youth participants in ArtSpring’s
Art Enrichment Program. At ArtSpring’s Bateman Gallery from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 8 and Sunday, Dec. 10, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 9. Robert Bateman in attendance with youth artists on
Friday, Dec. 8.

Mon. Dec. 11
ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Music Bingo.
Mondays at Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to
10 p.m.

Dec. 12

ACTIVITIES

Exploring Nature’s Beauty
Through the Art Work of
Robert Bateman.
Youth work on exhibit at
ArtSpring. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Fulford Hall Rollerblading.
Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. Info:
250-653-4630.
Burn It Right.
Salt Spring Island Fire-Rescue
and the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy co-sponsor free
public workshop on best practices for using woodstoves and
fireplaces. Salt Spring Public
Library Program Room. 3 to
4:30 p.m.
SS Arts Council General
Meeting and Party.
SSAC members and the community at large are invited to
attend holiday party at Mahon
Hall with treats, discount member shopping, an open house
with Artists from the Fringe,
and the Great Salt Spring
Gingerbread Hall Challenge.
3 to 5 p.m., with a very brief
members’ meeting to appoint a
financial reviewer at 4 p.m.

Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Youth Book Club at the
Library.
Meeting hosted by Anna and
Monika, for everyone ages 9 to
12. December book is The Griffin
of Darkwood. Room 106. 3:30
to 5 p.m.
Trivia Tuesday.
Every Tuesday at Moby’s Pub. 7
to 9:30 p.m.

Wed. Dec. 13
ACTIVITIES

Festival of Trees.
See Thursday’s listing.
Mother Goose.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

Saltspring Driftwood Ad Dec 6 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Lions Santa Ship
Ganges Coast Guard Dock
Saturday, December 9th
6:30 pm for hot chocolate
Santa arrives at 7pm

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS LISTINGS

EXHIBITIONS

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Tue.

driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/

• Stefanie Denz Open Studio runs Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 9-10 at 471
Beaver Point Rd., 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Salt Spring Lions Club Christmas Bazaar. Lions Hall. Saturday, Dec. 9,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Brinkworthy Christmas Craft & Bake Sale. Brinkworthy Clubhouse.
Saturday, Dec. 9, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Christmas Saturday Market in the Park. Centennial Park. 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.
• Gallery 8 holds its annual Christmas Exhibition of Small Works daily
through Dec. 31.
• Salt Spring Gallery presents its Solstice Show with gallery artists and
special guests through Dec. 22.

Dec. 10

Salt Spring Unitarian
Fellowship Joyful Singing
Service.
With Barb Slater at the Salt
Spring Seniors Centre. 10:30
a.m. No special talent required.
Children and visitors welcome.

VIEW OUR ONLINE COMPREHENSIVE
INTERACTIVE

One day only Thurs. Dec. 14
3pm matinee + 7pm.
All tickets $22
Email: thefritz@hotmail.ca
to reserve tickets

• Battle of the Sexes — The 1973 tennis match between women’s #1
Billie Jean King and ex-men’s-champ Bobby Riggs became one of the most
watched TV sports events of all time.
• Wonder — Tells the inspiring and heartfelt story of August Pullman. With
facial differences preventing him from going to school, August becomes an
unlikely hero when entering fifth grade.
• National Theatre Live: Peter Pan — One day only on Thursday, Dec.14
at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca for tickets.

Sun.
ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Singers: Yuletide
Fires. Salt Spring Singers’ annual winter concert at ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.
The Country Line.
Live music at Moby’s. 9 p.m.

Fri.

JULIA ROBERTS

BATTLE
OF
THE SEXES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sat.

Sun.

To watch the previews of movies visit our website.

Rating: PG

Dec. 9

Coping With Grief Over the
Holidays.
Salt Spring Hospice Society
ACTIVITIES
hosts its annual workshop for
Festival of Trees.
those who are grieving, to
See Wednesday’s listing.
access information and support
Blue Christmas.
on how to navigate the often
ACTIVITIES
Annual Blue Christmas service
difficult holiday season. Please
at the Salt Spring United
Festival of Trees.
preregister at office@saltspringChurch. 2 p.m. Conversation
See Wednesday’s listing.
hospice.org or 250-537-2770. 2
with refreshments to follow.
Salty Pear Christmas Bazaar. to 3:15 p.m.
GISS Scorpions Basketball.
See Friday’s listing.
Lions Santa Ship.
Senior boys team hosts
Exploring Nature’s Beauty
Annual visit by Santa and
ACTIVITIES
Brentwood at GISS gym. 4:30
Through the Art Work of
entourage aboard the Lions
p.m.
Festival of Trees.
Robert Bateman.
Santa Ship from Bellingham.
Poetry Open Mic With
See Wednesday’s listing.
Youth work on exhibit.
Arrives at Ganges Harbour at
Featured Poet Daniel Scott.
ArtSpring. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
about 6:30 -7 p.m. Enjoy some
Daniel Scott is artistic direcSalt Spring Lions Club
hot chocolate on the dock
tor of the Planet Earth Poetry
Christmas Bazaar.
before meeting Santa.
reading series in Victoria and
Baked goods, crafts, jewellery,
has published three volumes
fabric art, hot lunch and more.
of poetry. Salt Spring Public
Lions Hall. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Library. Reader sign-up at 6:45.
Salt Spring Christmas
One poem per reader. Open mic
Saturday Market.
at 7 p.m.
Saturday Market is open at
Centennial Park for a few weekends before Christmas. 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Exploring Nature’s Beauty
Brinkworthy Christmas Craft
Through the Art Work of
& Bake Sale.
Robert Bateman.
Wonderful hand-crafted items
3-day exhibit of work by
from talented Salt Spring
Dec. 10
participants in ArtSpring’s Art
seniors. Brinkworthy clubhouse.
Enrichment Program opens
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
today at ArtSpring’s Bateman
Salt Spring Conservancy
Gallery with Robert Bateman
Cookie Potluck Holiday Open Salt Spring Singers: Yuletide
Fires.
in attendance from 1:30 to 3:30 House.
p.m.
At SS Conservancy centre at 265 See Saturday’s listing, except
time is 2 p.m.
Salty Pear Christmas Bazaar. Blackburn Rd. 1 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 8 Curated parlour adorned with Stefanie Denz Open Studio.
ACTIVITIES
a fresh and exciting array
Annual open studio for artist
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Festival of Trees.
of small-batch, sustainably
Stefanie Denz at 471 Beaver
The Sunny Siders Jazz Band. hand-made and locally sourced Point Rd. New works to be
See Wednesday’s listing.
Live music at the Legion. 7:30
products. Salty Pear Gallery. 12 viewed and hot drinks served. Stefanie Denz Open Studio.
p.m.
See Saturday’s listing.
to 4 p.m.
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

1hr. 58 min.

Sat.

What’s On - the go!

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • Customer Service 250 537 1522

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE
EVENTS CALENDAR EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
EXHIBITIONS

• Wintercraft, the annual show and sale of work by Gulf Islands artisans,
opens Friday, Nov. 24 at Mahon Hall. Presented by the Salt Spring Arts
Council, Wintercraft runs daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Dec. 21.
• Artists From the Fringe group members show work as part of Wintercraft
at Mahon Hall through Dec. 21.
• Salty Pear Christmas Bazaar runs Friday-Sunday, Dec. 8-10 (and Dec.
15-17), 12 to 4 p.m. at Salty Pear Gallery on Rainbow Road.
• Volunteer and Community Resources wraps up Canada 150 with their
150 Days, 150 Volunteers, 150 Organizations exhibit running in the library
program room through December.
• Gabrielle Jensen shares new work at Gulf Island Picture Framing in
Grace Point Square.

gulfislandsdriftwood.com/events/

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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HOLIDAY SEASON

Stories & Songs merges music and tales

Available Now
at the
DRIFTWOOD
OFFICE

Annual fundraiser for
the Stephen Lewis
Foundation runs next
Saturday
By Diane Lugsdin
S p e c i a l to t h e D r i f t wo o d

In the lead-up to this holiday
time, Salt Spring is well blessed
with seasonal performances.
Sample the best of these, as
for the fifth year, the partnership of the Salt Spring United
C h u rc h a n d t h e Sa l t Sp r i n g
Grandmothers to Grandmothers (G2G) group brings dramatic
readings celebrating Christmas,
Chanukah, love and life in Stories and Songs for the Season.
The performance at the United
Church in Ganges comes complete with musical interludes,
plus refreshments at intermission.
The program includes works
both familiar and less so. Wellk n ow n p e r f o r m e r s o f f e r i n g
their talents to this fundraiser
include:
• Clark Saunders, an actor,
singer and the force behind this
fundraising partnership, starts
us off, sharing the classic Dylan
Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in
Wales;
• Ann Stewart — with r ich
associations with Salt Spring
Community Theatre — bringing
an Appalachian story of enduring hope, Silver Packages;
• Joi Freed-Garrod, a composer, and member of the local
Grandmothers Campaign, prese n t s Is a a c Ba s h e v i s Si n g e r’s
thought-provoking and widely
enjoyed tale, Zlateh the Goat;
• Ly n d a Je n s e n r e a d i n g
O.Henry’s The Gift of The Magi
with its twist finale. It’s a sentimental favourite at this gift
giving time. First published over
a century ago and widely adapted to film and musical, it still
causes us to reflect;
• The inimitable Arthur Black
— humour ist, author, award
winner and apparently deck
hand — will bring the performance to a close with Engel’s A
Child’s Christmas in Scarborough, the perfect parody of and
book-end to the opening number.
Salt Spr ing is for tunate to
be home to such artists, who
contribute so liberally to our
community. Through their generosity, all proceeds go to the
G r a n d m o t h e r s Ca m p a i g n o f
the Stephen Lewis Foundation.
Since its launch 10 years ago,
240 Canadian G2G groups have
raised $25 million in support of
African grandmothers and their
AIDS-orphaned grandchildren.
This amazing grandmothers
movement is being celebrated
in the recently released book
called Powered by Love, with
moving photographs and true
stories. At intermission peruse
and purchase the best gift of the
season and a great fundraiser,
supported by Salt Spring Books
These moving, at times hilari-

Now is the time
to mail out your
personalized
calendars, cards
and mugs!

Photo courtesy SSI United Church

Some Stories & Songs for the Season participants from an earlier productions are, from left, Rev. Clark Saunders, Lynda Jensen, Arthur Black, Connie Holmes and Mary Lowery, most of whom are performing in 2017.
ous, dramatic readings can
connect us to the reason
for this fundraiser — a fair
response to the injustice facing AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Africa. We are reminded of
the values of sharing, giving
and hope, and persistence in
the face of challenge, which
are values that find resonance
in the seasonal traditions of
Christmas and Chanukah.
The stories will be interspersed with seasonal music
by local singers and instru-

mentalists. Harpist Yvonne
Gibbon is returning to present seasonal numbers —
both traditional and her own
composition. Shirley Bunyan
a cco mpan ies singer s C l ark
Saunders, Connie Holmes and
Anke Smeele, and Salt Spring’s
own Klezmer band — The Last
Schmaltz — performs a song
written by Freed-Garrod.
And as with any great holid a y h a p p e n i n g , “g o o d i e s”
provide sustenance at intermission. In shor t, the sea-

son’s “best” — for you and
your guests. Please join us; be
entertained and inspired.
There is only one show this
year, scheduled to get you “in
the mood” before Christmas
and Chanukah, and to not
conflict with other great seasonal performances on Salt
Spring.
It’s on Saturday, Dec. 16 at
2 p.m.
Tickets are available from
Salt Spring Books, the United
Church office, or the door.

250.537.9917 #3-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

UP TO 73% OFF! Special 150

42% OFF!

TH

Celebration!

24cm/9.5” Avonlea stainless steel fry pan.
List: $129.00. Now $34.99!
24cm/9.5” Avonlea granite fry pan.
List: $139.00.
Now $39.99!

76% OFF! Our 10pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel

and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern kitchens,
including induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe.
Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 24cm/9.5” non-stick
fry pan, and 4 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00.
99

$199

67% OFF!

32cm/12.5” Canadiana
Everyday pan. Similar to a fry pan, but deeper
and features a vented glass lid and two loop
handles. List: $239.00.
$239.00

$7999
61% OFF!

20pc Springbrook
flatware set.
List: $89.99.

$3499

1L Rose Valley teapot.
List: $59.99.
$59.99

$3499
50% OFF!

30cm/12” non-stick stir-fry wok.
List: $59.99.

$2999

UP TO 50% OFF!

A wide selection of Paderno Premier
& Professional bakeware. Made
from durable steel with a
non-stick coating. Lifetime
warranty. PFOA & PTFE
free. Starting at:
99

$5

ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 10TH ONLY AT:

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop
600 Beddis Road
Downtown Ganges
140 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5882

Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.
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people&community
community

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

EDUCATION

School parents make soil as the sun shines
Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...
Alan Cunningham
Give us a call for Heating Fuel,
Gasoline or Diesel.
We also carry lube oils,
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569
Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Please visit our website

www.iwav.org

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Composting project
expands at SSE

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

BY ROBIN JENKINSON
S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D

Six families spent this past Sunday afternoon in the sun, building
wooden compost bins for Salt Spring
Elementary’s school gardens.
Hardware and lumber were generously donated by Anna Pugh’s
law office and Windsor Plywood,
snacks were provided by parents
and Thrifty Foods, and the volunteer work party was led by Cara and
Jonny Barr, newly arrived from the
village of Ballygally in Northern Ireland. They and their three elementary-aged children recently moved to
Salt Spring Island in order to connect
with like-minded community and as
a family adventure.
Cara is happiest with her hands in
the earth.
Back in Ireland, she developed an
organic gardening program at their
school to help grow healthy, respectful relationships between children
in conflict with each other. Here on
Salt Spring, she quickly joined the
school’s garden committee, keen to
help reduce the school’s contributions to the landfill and simultaneously create “beautiful compost” for
the gardens. She and Jonny, an ecologist and an engineer, run a windpower business in Ireland and are
eager to contribute towards a world
where people and nature may live in
harmony.
The main compostable trash cre-

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

PHOTO BY ROBIN JENKINSON

Building a composter at Salt Spring Elementary are, from left, Susan Kuypers, Toby Carson and Cara Barr.
ated at Salt Spring Elementary is
paper towels, followed by food scraps
and garden waste. For example, students in Gail Bryn-Jones’ class found
that they produce a large garbage
bag of paper towels each week. This
year, every class is directing some
of its lunch scraps to worm bins
with red wigglers, provided by the
Victoria-based Compost Education
Centre. But in order to compost the
unbleached paper towels used to
dry small hands plus the extra food
scraps and garden waste, a bigger

system was needed.
design for a three-bin, rat-proof comCara reached out to chef Mark poster that volunteers built this past
Kilner at Gulf Islands Secondary weekend. The school also plans to
School to learn more about their use a compost tumbler and a green
D.W.
Salty is looking for material for
D.W. Sa
composting system. He and students cone composter to complement the
his
column,
currently compost a fraction of the wormeries and new bins.
Streets
of Salt Spring Island
Str
kitchen scraps and paper towels pro“I’m sure it’ll take a bit of playing
If you have information on any of our
duced by
the contact
school,us
and
around to get the system working to
streets,
please
at: are fund250-537-9933
raising for anoranaerobic digester that our needs. We can all learn together,”
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
would convert all school waste into said Cara.
good soil after just six weeks in the
With these systems in place, less
machine.
garbage will be hauled to Vancouver
The folks at the Compost Educa- Island, while rich garden soil will be
tion Centre sent her a step-by-step produced for the school gardens.

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

INFORMATION SERVICES

HOLIDAY
DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF
Help
line gets connected on Salt Spring
SAFETY IMMEDIATE response
required

✓ Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other
a highly trained specialist who will
proof
this
carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.
heat sources. HeatedPlease
rooms dry
trees
outad
rapidly,
listen carefully and ask questions
creating fire hazards.
to determine
which service will be
If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes
indicated.
✓ The tree can become charged with electricity from
the best possible match for your
faulty lights, and
touching aa branch
could
If any
wepersons
do not receive
response
by MONDAYAAT
5
PM
this
ad
goes
to
press
in
this
format.
free confidential telephone, tex- needs. At bc211.ca, you can search a
be electrocuted. Check each set of lights, new or old,
ting and online referral service that directory of over 13,000 records that
for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or
connects people with community, lists detailed information regardloose connections. Do not use if damaged.
social and government agencies is ing mental health supports, shelters
✓ Burning evergreens in the fireplace can also be
G
u l f I savailable
lands
now
on Salt Spring thanks and housing, legal aid, addictions
hazardous. When dry, greens burn like tinder. Flames
to an initiative of United Way Greater treatment, newcomer services, food
can flare out of control, and send sparks flying into a
Victoria, with support from the Salt banks, senior programs and so much
room, or up the chimney to ignite creosote deposits.
Y o u r
C o m m u n I t Y
n e w s p a p e r
s I n C e
1 9 6 0
Spring
Foundation.
more.”
✓ Use non-combustible, flame-resistant and non-leaded
The bc211 program connects peometal trimmings.
ple with the services they need and
✓ Avoid wearing loose flowing clothes— particularly
provides a one-stop information
long, open sleeves—near open flames - such as those
shop for reliable community, social,
of a fireplace, stove, or candlelit table.
non-clinical health and government
✓ Artificial snow sprays can irritage lungs if inhaled. To
services. Now with expansion to Salt
avoid injury, read container labels; follow directions
Spring, islanders who need counselcarefully.
ling help, are exhausted from caring
Plan for safety. There is no substitute for common sense. Look for
for a loved one or are looking for
and eliminate danger spots near candles, fireplaces, trees and/or
after-school care can find the help
electrical connections.
they need using the platform that
These are some tips taken from the US
Consumer Product Safety Commission:
best suits them. The service offers
Holiday Decoration Safety Tips. For more
confidential and free of charge referinformation download their brochure at:
ral information services via telehttps://www.cpsc.gov/
phone, text, web chat and website.
PageFiles/121347/611.pdf
A press release from United Way
Greater Victoria explains, “When
Ten seed donors to United Way
you call 2-1-1, you will speak with Greater Victoria helped bring bc211

bc211 service introduced
through United Way

Thanks very much.

Driftwood

The service can be used by
anyone from individuals,
families and professionals to
community agencies, government and people
facing barriers due to
poverty or personal difficulty.

Driftwood
GULF ISLANDS

Y O U R

C O M M U N I T Y

N E W S P A P E R

S I N C E

1 9 6 0

to the island, including a $5,000 grant
from the Salt Spring Island Foundation. The program operates 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, 365 days
a year with the capacity to translate
information to callers in 160 different
languages.
Examples of inquiries that someone may phone, text or visit bc211.
ca include: a senior citizen wanting
home care support in order to live
independently; a homeless person
seeking a shelter bed, or a place to
get out of the cold and to have a hot
meal; a family facing eviction that
doesn’t know where to turn for help;
or a young mother worried about how
to care for her newborn child.
The service can be used by anyone
from individuals, families and professionals to community agencies,
government and people facing barriers due to poverty or personal difficulty. The United Way notes bc211
is also a useful tool for social service
agencies, frontline service providers
and first responders.
More information about the United
Way and its 2017 community campaign can be found online at uwgv.ca.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Ribbons secure food bank donations
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here’s
my card
need electronic supplies?

Photo by Gail Sjuberg

Salt Spring Island
Firefighters Association members Mitchell
Sherrin, left, and Ben
Westlake show ribbons
and the Christmas tree
(and candy canes for
donors) being used as
a new fundraiser at the
Ganges Fire Hall. The
event lets people buy
$5 ribbons to decorate
the tree, with all proceeds benefitting the
Salt Spring Food Bank.

Tablets, Computers, Telephones, Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors,
Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds,
Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch
Batteries, Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers,
Telephones, Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters,
Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts &
Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries, Battery
Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, Telephones,
Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge
Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers,
& Gadgets,
Remote
342 Gifts
LOWER
GANGES
ROAD
Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch
Batteries,
Chargers
&
ALSO
HAVEBattery
UPSTAIRS
LOCATION
Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, SALT
Telephones,
CellISLAND
Phones,
SPRING
Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio
& Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries:
AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries, Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So

537.8371

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Vince Smythe

New firefighters association
fundraiser on now at
Ganges fire hall
By gail sjuberg
D r i f t wo o d e d i to r

A scheme that sees colourful ribbons tied on a Christmas tree at the
Ganges Fire Hall will help the Salt
Spring Food Bank distribute more
food to islanders in need next year.
The Salt Spring Island Firefighters Association has already raised
close to $8,000 for the food bank
with activities this year. Members
have contributed $250 per month in
personal donations and raised about

$4,500 through their boot drive on
the May long weekend.
The group hopes the Christmas
tree program will push the total
amount for 2017 to at least the
$10,000 mark.
While the association has held
food drives in the past, some of the
donations received were stale-dated or otherwise not eligible for distribution through the food bank,
explained fire department employee
Jocelyne Monette. Knowing that the
Salt Spring Food Bank can do much
more with cash donations, Monette
was happy to promote a new idea
she learned about from her relatives
working in emergency services in
Montreal.

People wanting to help Salt Spring
firefighters reach their fundraising
goal can buy a green, blue, red or
gold ribbon for $5 and tie it onto
the tree. Each colour represents a
segment of the island, which creates
some friendly competition. Green
is students, blue is the emergency
services (except for Salt Spring FireRescue), red is the fire department
and gold is the community.
People can make their donation
during the hall’s opening hours of
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday until Dec. 22.
For more information, contact
Monette at the hall, phone 250-5372531 or email info@saltspringfire.
com.

HOME ADVICE

Salt Spring Island FireRescue and the Salt Spring
Island Conser vancy are
co-sponsoring a timely
publ ic w o rk s h o p c all e d

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Serving Vancouver Island & the Gulf Islands for over 30 years!
Residential • CommeRCial • Renovations
250-743-4111 1340 Fisher Road, Cobble Hill, v0R 1l0

www.creativewoodcraft.ca

Wood and heating tips offered Sunday
Burn it Right runs
this Sunday

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Burn It Right.
Set for Sunday, Dec. 10
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at the
Salt Spring Public Library’s
program room, the free
event will outline best
practices for using woodstoves and fireplaces, with
the aim of increasing effi-

ciency and heat provided,
while reducing creosote
build-up and air pollution.
Topics covered are which
kinds of wood are the best
(and worst) to burn, how
to build a fire, when and
how to add more wood,
and other tips to use wood

h e a t m o re c l e a n l y a n d
effectively.
Speakers include Dave
Campbell (Dave The
Chimney Sweep), Richard
Elwell (Home Design Centre), Paul Konig (Konig and
Son Firewood) and Mitchell Sherrin (SSIFR).

Bernard
LeBlanc
FINE FURNITURE & MILLWORK
• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage
solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and
accessories
bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

ph/fax: 778.353.1963
cell: 250.538.7570

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Bridge players’ disappearance investigated
Strange November
happenings on Salt Spring
By JILL EVANS
D RIFTWOO D C O N TRI B U TOR

Where did they go? Did the November
rains conceal an alien ship and the wind
blow bridge players up to them? Did
those aliens want to understand why
earthlings amuse themselves with bits
of stiffish paper with peculiar dots and
pictures on them and talk to each other
in code?
November: No sun, no moon, no

BridgeTricks
players — November! Only three and a
half tables showed up on Nov. 20 and it
was Catherine Gardiner and Ted Baldwinson who earned the most warmth
and cheerfulness with their win. Ian
Thomas and Zelly Taylor were second in healthful ease, and it was the
Dons (Nemeth and Sharp) who earned
a comfortable feel in any member by
coming third.
The aliens had released another

pair of earthlings by Nov. 7, resulting
in shining for George Laundry and Terry
Clement in first place. The Laundry
distaff side (Flo) with Lynn Thorburn
edged out Jeff Bell and Prem Margolese
to refute the “no fruits” part of Thomas
Hood’s poem by gaining second and
third place. The rest may have acquired
butterflies in their stomachs, hoping for
better turnouts and results in December.
George Laundry is the person to contact about joining this throng and getting more info. He can be reached at
250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

250-537-5660 • Eat in or Take out
Pizza, Wraps, Salads, Gyros, Souvlaki, Beverages,
Pizza by the Slice: Hawaiian, Pepperoni, Vegetarian, Cheese,
and our daily special slice available all day
“Enjoy our Daily Soup Special”
www.saltspringpizza.ca

small works by
gabrielle jensen
Gulf Island
Picture Framing
3203- Grace Pt Square
m-f 10-4pm • 250-537-1299
gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
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WEDNESDAY
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the
last Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m.
at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around
the back.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on
the fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Lions Hall.
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
BOOMERFIT South End. All aspects of fitness are
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, certified
personal trainer for details. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergyfit@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room
from 12:30 to 4 p.m.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro,
250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer,
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring
Literacy. By appointment at the literacy centre at
125B Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY offers free access to
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd.
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson,
250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings offered by donation
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7
to 8:30 p.m.
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m.
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at the SS
Library. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 0
to 6 and their caregivers. 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon
until Nov. 22.
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is
a body conditioning system that builds flexibility
and long, lean muscles, strength and endurance.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for
a deliciously prepared lunch with community
focused speakers and presentations at the Salt
Spring Baptist Church, around the back, from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
SUPER SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason
at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym.
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information,
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-5374118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at
SSI Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m.
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always
welcome.
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the first
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre.
1 to 2 p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or
clairebeariona@yahoo.com.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-3533014 for address and more information. Free
introductory lectures by appointment.

EVERY THURSDAY
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear
annex. 12 noon.
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 p.m.
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m.
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 to
12:45 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre.
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA — a wellness/fitness movement practice
that focuses on “feeling better.” The joy of
dance, the power of martial arts, the flexibility
and mindfulness of yoga and more. No dance
experience needed. Classes with Arleen at Antler
Ridge Dance Studio (211 Horel Rd.) 10:45 to 11:45
a.m. Info/register: arleensadler@telus.net
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at Fulford
Elementary. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages
0 to 6 and their caregivers. 10 a.m. to 12 noon
from Sept. 28 to Nov. 30.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 0
to 6 and caregivers. Come for a bowl of soup! Toy
library also open. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints Bythe-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie,
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI
Wellness Centre. 9:30-10:45 a.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY
AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness
Centre. Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info:
Alan, 250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 4 p.m.
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m.
Move with less pain and stress by learning how
to make any activity more effective and more
enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com.
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library Program
Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings his vast
collection of board games, or you can bring your
own. 6 to 9 p.m.
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors
at 12:15 p.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
STORYTIME at the library. Drop-in family
storytime for kids aged 3 to 6 and their caregivers
at 10:30 a.m. until Dec. 22.

EVERY SATURDAY
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m.
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place.
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
PICKLEBALL games are played at Salt Spring
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Info: hafizbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY
OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last
Sunday of every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex.
7 to 11 p.m. Everyone welcome to alcohol-free
event with good music and munchies. Info:
260-653-9856

EVERY SUNDAY
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m.
PICKLEBALL games are played at the Salt Spring
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Info: hafizbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
RED BALL INDOOR TENNIS at Centre Court
(behind the golf course). Half-court doubles
games for ages 16 and over. 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura
- 250-537-0721.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of
Yoga. 3:30 p.m.

MONDAY

EVERY MONDAY

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually
meets on the third Monday of each month at
the SS United Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.
saltspringfire.com.
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
usually meets on the third Monday of each
month at the Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m.
Public welcome. But confirm meeting dates at
250-537-4448.

YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed
Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT SOUTH END. All aspects of
fitness are addressed in these classes. Contact
Trisha, certified personal trainer for details. 9-10
a.m. Info: trisha.synergyfit@gmail.com, 250653-4656
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 250-6534332, alicef@saltspring.com.
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION
GROUP at Family Place. A drop-in for parents of
babies prenatal to 1 year with weekly speakers.
Pre-register (familyplace@ssics.ca) for childcare.
Lunch provided. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT
INTELLIGENCE CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at
Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 12:45-2:15
pm. This innovative movement class features the
work of John Pepper and is suitable for people
with Parkinson’s and other neurological conditions
that are highly motivated to learn solutions for
movement difficulties. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250537-5681, anna@bonesforever.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual
coffee mornings for its members at Penny’s on the
Green at 10 a.m.
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet
Mondays at All Saints from 6 to 8 p.m.
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB meets
to knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. Free.
Newcomers welcome. Penny’s Pantry on the
Green. 1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info:
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the
Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are available
every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are
always welcome.

TUESDAY
YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at
the Salt Spring Public Library on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month. 3:30 to 5 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING - the Tuesday Edition. Global
Issues and Current Events in Historical Perspective,
a discussion group. Dawson Lounge, Seniors
Centre. 2 to 4 p.m.
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan,
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at
weekly practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10
p.m. Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring
Seniors at 1 p.m.
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring
Seniors. 6:00 p.m.
DROP-IN FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7
p.m. Bring sneakers and your own hockey stick
(if you can).
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall from
1 to 3 p.m. Drop-ins welcome. Contact Rosamund:
dupuyonssi@telus.net.
NIA. See Thursday description, except classes
are as follows: Salt Spring United Church
hall from 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. and All Saints
By-the-Sea upper hall from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Info/
register: arleensadler@telus.net
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@
mender.ca or meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at Fulford
Hall from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and at Fernwood
Elementary School from 6 to 8 p.m. Info:
hafizbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, search
and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9 p.m.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6 at Family Place. 12 to
3 p.m. Come for a bowl of soup!
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at
SSI Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; and Slow
Flow class at Salt Spring Centre of Yoga from 4:30
to 5:45 p.m.

JPSubaruVictoria.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2017 | 17

TRADITIONS

Santa gears up for his Dec. 9 voyage
Annual Lions ship
tours the islands
SUBMITTED BY SS LIONS
S p e c i a l to t h e D r i f t wo o d

Children of the Southern Gulf Islands and the
San Juan Islands will once
again have a chance to
visit with the big man in
red before he heads out on
his annual world tour.
Santa, Mrs. Claus and
his entourage of clowns
and elves will be joined by
a few pirates, who guard
his treasure.
T h e B e l l i n g h a m Ce n tral Lions Christmas Ship
a r r i v e s i n Ga n g e s Ha rbour on Saturday, Dec. 9
at about 6:30 p.m. He will
be greeted by the Ganges Coast Guard under a
splash of fireworks.
Hot chocolate will be
s e r ve d o n t h e p i e r a n d
Santa will then greet children at Mouat’s Mall and
hand out a few goodies.
The jolly old fellow will
also make his way up to
the Lady Minto Hospital
Extended Care Unit and
Greenwoods to spread a
little season’s cheer and

goodwill.
T h e B e l l i n g h a m Ce n tral Lions Christmas Ship
leaves Bellingham on Saturday morning and travels
through the Salish Sea to
Satur na, Pender, Mayne
and Galiano islands before
f i n a l l y a r r i v i n g o n Sa l t
Spr ing for an over night
s t a y h o s t e d by t h e Sa l t
Spring Island Lions Club.
Gifts for more than 800
children and seniors are
provided.
The Christmas ship
began in 1947 when islanders asked a boat captain to
bring Santa to them since
it was difficult to bring
their children to Santa on
the mainland.
“The kids on the islands
don’t have transportation
to and from the big cities.
Most of them got to the
islands by rowing,” said
Don Wight, a Lion and the
son of the original captain,
who now steers the ship.
The Bellingham Central
Lions Club is the project
lead, but U.S. and Canadian Lions clubs from
throughout Multiple District 19 help fill the ship’s
slots. The 60-plus volun-

here’s
my card
250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

• Island wide residential pickup service
• $4.50 per bag; weekly or bi-weekly
• Convenient and hassle free
• Call now to open a new account
• The pinnacle essential service provider
on Salt Spring Island

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY

certified technician
FREE ESTIMATES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

Courtesy SS Lions

Santa rides the Victoria Star through the Gulf Islands on a past
Santa Ship journey.
teers pay for the honour of
sailing with Santa. Lions
member volunteers help
the crew to entertain the
children and make the visit

festive and memorable.
Don’t miss the opportunity to see Santa before he
begins his world tour on
Dec. 24.

“Since 1964”

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553
Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288
Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

FUNDRAISER

Festival of Trees shares holiday spirit
At the Harbour House Hotel

GAIL SJUBERG PHOTO

Part of Stitch Dimension Quilt Guild tree and display.

The Festival of Trees is underway on Salt Spring Island for
the fourth year in a row.
Organized by Lynda Turner and Mollie Colson, the event
sees people place donations for the Salt Spring Food Bank
and Copper Kettle Community Partnership under decorated Christmas trees. This year the set-up is in the Harbour
House Hotel, in the room off the back parking lot that was
formerly Still Point Yoga Studio (and a liquor store before
that).
Trees have been put up by Copper Kettle, Stitch Dimensions Quilt Guild, Grandmothers to Grandmothers, Friends
of Kenya, Salt Spring Weavers and Spinners Guild, BMO
Ganges, Rosemary Trump’s fitness class, Chamber of Commerce, Thrifty Foods and Country Grocer.
The trees can be viewed daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. until
Monday, Jan. 1. The winner is the tree that accumulates the
most donations. Non-perishable, not stale-dated or opened
food products, cash or new socks or gloves (for the Copper
Kettle tree) can be put under the trees.
For more information, email Turner at loubelle92@hotmail.com.

HOLIDAY EVENTS

Glowtini contest all set for Meaden Hall
Proceeds benefit
Copper Kettle
Christmas on Salt Spring’s
signature event is back on
Thursday, Dec. 14, when the
seventh annual Glowtini
Contest gets things shaking
at Meaden Hall.
Local mixologists will
compete to create the offi-

cial drink of Christmas on
Salt Spring. The 2017 theme
is “Farm to Cocktail” and all
recipes made must include
at least one local ingredient.
Judges will score creations using the criteria of
presentation, finish, balance and texture, taste,
c o l o ur an d f e s t i ve n e s s,
overall performance, the
use of local ingredients and

“glow factor.”
Doors to the ticketed
event open at 7 p.m. and the
Glowtinis will start flowing
at 8 p.m. The drinks will be
auctioned off with proceeds
supporting the Copper Kettle Community Partnership.
Participating restaurants
and pubs will also be encouraged to make and serve their
signature Glowtini drinks

throughout December, with
$1 from every Glowtini sold
during the month donated
to Copper Kettle.
Social media adepts
can join the fun on Twitter or Instagram using the
hashtags #glow, #GetYourGlowOn or #ChristmasOnSaltSpring. See more info on
the Christmas on Salt Spring
Facebook page.

Salt Spring Way Pilates
Reneigh Gerow
Pilates Instructor

Gentle Intelligent & Effective Exercise
Private reformer or mat classes
320 Salt Spring Way
rengerow@gmail.com
250 931 5553
Find us on facebook

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Kapa Kai Glass

TROY KAYE

250-653-4148

READY FOR WINTER?
Stock up now on everything you need

DRIFTW

From scapers to lock de-icer, snow chains, antifreeze
and emergency kits, pick up everything you need to
avoid bumps in the roads this season.

IMMED
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

DEADLINES

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily
YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

All liner ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

IN MEMORIAM

RogeR James middleton
april 18, 1939 - november 17, 2017

Roger was born and raised in
Christchurch, new Zealand. He
lived in auckland, new Zealand
and sydney, australia before
settling in toronto, ontario and
marrying his first wife, Carolyn.
With strength of spirit he
survived the untimely passing of
Carolyn, followed by the passing
of a good friend and kindred
spirit, latifa, all the while thriving as a single parent.
He moved to salt spring in 2004 with his second
wife, sylvia, and they immediately felt at home.
Roger was a spiritual man with a kind heart and a
curious mind thirsty for knowledge. He touched many
lives and was pleasantly surprised and ever grateful for
the support of the community during his illness.
after a difficult battle with cancer, throughout
which he remained courageous and optimistic, he
passed away in the company of two good friends.
He is survived by his wife, sylvia, sister-in-law,
Benita, his daughter, tara, son-in-law, marek, and
grandchildren, avery and tyler.
a special thank you to dr. Reznick and the caring
staff at lady minto Hospital.
another special thank you to all of Roger’s friends
who kept him company, brought him things to read and
eat, and made him feel just how valued he truly was.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

PERSONALS

FURNITURE

MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com 18+0

SOLID MAHOGANY Dropleaf Table 4x4 feet $500.
OBO Call: 250 537-9774

RENTALS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

HOMES FOR RENT

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
TRAINING
Online-based 43 wk program
incls 8 wk practicum. Regulated Pharmacy Technicians
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals
& $20-$27/hr in community
pharmacies. Accredited by
the Canadian Council for the
Accreditation of Pharmacy
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772
dec.6

PERSONAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
INFORMATION

FINANCIAL SERVICES
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Advertise in the 2018 BC Hunting Regulations Synopsis
largest Sportsman publication

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

STORAGE

COMPUTER SERVICES

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

AVAILABLE ATTHE DRIFTWOOD OFFICE
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CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary’s

THRIFT STORE

Mid Isl.Storage

Will CLOSE for the Holiday Season

...............
Closed at 4pm Wednesday, Dec.20th
and re-open at 10am on Wednesday, Jan. 10th
...............

Happy Holidays!

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

PROTECT
OUR
PLANET...

Denied Long-Term Disability, CPP or other Insurance? If, YES. Call: 604.937.6354 or e-mail: jﬁsher@dbmlaw.ca

WHAT’S ON
page 12

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
CRAFT EVENTS
FAIRS
COMING

General Meeting
of the

ON PAGE 19

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

salt spring arts council

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Sunday, December 10 2017, 4pm will be held
at Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road, Ganges
A very brief members meeting will be held to appoint
a financial reviewer for the 2017 fiscal year.
View the Agenda on our website.

RECYCLE
THIS
NEWS
PAPER.

SSAC members and the community at large are invited
to attend our holiday Party 3-5pm.
there will be treats, discount member shopping,
an open house with Artists from the fringe, and the
Great Salt Spring Gingerbread hall Challenge.

www.ssartscouncil.com • 250.537.0899
Helset Design

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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sports&recreation
recreation
MEN’S SOCCER

Old Boys led on a merry dance
Duncan 48s prove tough as usual
BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Invigorated by the new high-altitude fitness and training regime, the Old Boys turned up bright and early at
GISS field on Sunday morning to do battle with old adversaries Duncan 48s.
“Battle” and “adversaries” are appropriate descriptions
of the nature of past meetings between the two clubs,
which have often become rather towsy affairs. Just as well
Donny Brown is sidelined, as he had been one of the main
participants in the verbals.
Much of the early fan discussion revolved around
important questions such as the proposed reconfiguration of Portlock Park playing fields to accommodate baseball’s needs and possible scenarios for Harry and Meghan’s
nuptials, rather than the game at hand.
The early start requested by Duncan to accommodate
the Crofton-Vesuvius schedule meant that the first 11 Old
Boys to turn up fully dressed became manager Graham
Tweddle’s starting line-up, irrespective of their normal
positions or skill sets. Tweddle’s response to the press
prematch was to suggest a team “shake-up” was needed
because a degree of complacency pervaded the dressing
room atmosphere. Even the big monied stars are not necessarily guaranteed their position!
Under welcome blue skies the Old Boys kicked off as
the press hurried from the Home Team Hospitality Suite,
still savouring the full Scottish breakfast with extra black
pudding, to be informed by a team official that Old Boys
were two goals up. Aerial drone footage proved this to be
“fake news.” The assault on journalistic integrity continues! Early action promised a repeat of last week with players almost majestically stroking the ball on the verdant
high school field.
Further injuries to key players meant the striking duo
of David Toynbee and Mike McCormick would be broken
for the first time in several seasons, leaving an opportunity
for young blood to seize the opportunity to shine. What
young blood, you ask? Mike Davis, returning from a long
spell on the injured reserve list, knew this was his opportunity to crack the starting line-up, but when his number
was called he was nowhere to be seen! How could Big Mike
“ghost” away from the team bench with no one noticing?
Stefan Cermak powered a tremendous shot that only
found the Duncan goalkeeper’s body and deflected to
safety when all on the terraces were ready to jump in
rapturous support. Old Boys had a free kick on the edge of
the Duncan penalty area and in conference Mark Aston,
Tweddle and Dave Eadie lined up to execute a practice
ground move. However, over-excitement caused Aston
to take the free kick before the referee’s whistle of consent
and he was forced to retake the kick. Of course the finely
timed ruse was now obvious: “The baw’s burst!” as we

say in Leith. Wait! Wait! said those knowledgeable in the
stands. It is a double ruse! It was all planned! Of course the
shot sailed over the bar for a goal kick.
Duncan 48s always promise a retaliatory attack and one
such long-range shot looked goal bound as soon as it left the
boot, but keeper Henry Braak managed a tremendous tip
over the bar to keep the score at zero. Such was the quality
of the save that even Duncan players applauded his effort.
Despite continued pressure, the Old Boys were unable
to crack the resolute and well-organized attack with several corners threatening the Duncan goal but the Duncan
counter attack always a bigger threat.
Manager Tweddle, confident in his team “shake-up,”
urged “more of the same lads!” as the second half started
with the confidence of one who still had his position
despite the many casualties amongst his manager “fraternity” over the last few weeks — Frank de Boer, Ronald
Koeman, Slaven Bilic and Tony Pulis.
With the line-up slightly skewed with injured players
missing and those returning to the fray after long absences, communication amongst the midfield diamond led
to a simple mistake of a missed assignment, allowing
Duncan’s one fast and skillful attacker to beat the defence
and give Braak no chance for a Duncan one-goal lead. So
unexpected was the turn-around in fortunes that the
press box missed the action and had to depend on players
for the sequence of events for this report. It is not entirely
obvious if the information given had a tinge of personal
bias to absolve them of any guilt!
The last 20 minutes saw Duncan decide to defend the
1-0 lead and the Old Boys throw caution to the winds to
equalize and indeed go for the win. But when various Old
Boys’ attempts on goal had everyone beat except for those
immovable defenders, the post and crossbar, the keeper’s
friends came to Duncan’s rescue.
Ben Cooper, throwing caution to the wind and far
enough away from his own goal so as to avoid an own goal,
climbed high to connect a header with McCormick to just
miss at the near post. Several of the home players resorted
to balletic moves that were intended to mesmerize the
opponents, with Scott Howe and Cermak performing
delicate pirouettes on the sidelines.
In a desperate move, Davis was moved up front to
be the big target man, hoping that a knock down to a
supporting attacker would prevent a loss. Martin Thorn
latched on to a tired defensive slot and had a final chance,
but a collective howl from the fans resounded around the
stadium as the ball glanced off the post to safety.
The one positive of the early start was that the soft drink
cooler was open 30 minutes earlier and helped to console
those in defeat.
Old Boys next make the long trip to Tyndall field. Martin Thorn, please note we will be playing at Tyndall! On
Saturday! At 4 p.m.! Not Sooke as indicated by manager
Tweddle.

Christmas Light-Up
D E CO R AT I N G CO N T E S T

THE PEOPLE’S
CHOICE AWARD

Vote for their favourite decorated premises by sending
an email to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or naming
your favourite on the Driftwood Light-up photo album on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
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is especially noteworthy is that Mercury and Saturn are both conjunct the Galactic

Center which is situated at about 28 Sagittarius. Considered an especially spiritual point
among many astrologers, it presents an opportunity to decipher its deeper implications.
Basically, conjunctions indicate the beginning of new cycles. For Mercury, the cycle
will only last for about 14 months, yet for Saturn, it marks a 29.5-year cycle!
If you
It should
a have
If you
have also be noted that Mercury Retrograde in Sagittarius represents
particularly challenging
a lost soul. Onon any
information
on any theme. It has been described as the mark of information
theour
high
side, Mercury Rx in Sagittarius can prove to be particularly philosophical
of ourand
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of
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indicative of a process of earnestly seeking truth, a veritable vision question,
a search
please
contact
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for a holy grail.
us at:
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Thus, the combination of Mercury conjunct Saturn at this very particular time
when it
250-537-9933
or
250-537-9933
or
is conjunct the Galactic Center and which only occurs once
in just shy of three decades
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
suggests that this synchronicity of events occurring at this pivotal time on human
history will activate a deep search for truth by humanity as a whole. Considering the
plight of the human condition despite our many advances, the activation of such a quest
to find, reclaim or rediscover what we have lost, in this case, a clear understanding and
appreciation of the human soul, is very apt indeed.
Astrology has ever and will ever present a strong testimony to the deeper implications
of existence which includes the understanding that human beings are spiritual beings
having human experiences, souls incarnate in the school of life seeing opportunities for
spiritual growth. It may be further added, that the deeper meaning of this incarnation
process is to provide opportunities for us to learn to be responsible co-creators.
Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)
Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22)
A blend of adventure and ambition is guid- A busy cycle continues. Circumstances are
ing your focus now. You want to explore pushing you to explore new possibilities.
and experience
free spirit,
yet you Financial
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looking
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your sights set on the bottom line. sures are motivating your focus. This trend
his
column,
The emphasis
shiftSpring
to the practical
side will continue and, in fact, deepen starting
Streets
of will
Salt
Island
this week, so keep breathing and exercise this week. All the while, your health is probIf you have information on any of our
ably more of a priority than anything else
patience
lest
wanderlust
leads
you
to
soon
streets, please contact us at:
and you are wise to pay closer attention to it.
regret irreversible
250-537-9933
or choices and actions.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
Some big deals are underway and require Jupiter in your signs indicates increase and
your full attention. While you are eager to expansion. How exactly this is translating in
increase your outreach and scope of in- your life is relative, but it is destined to ocfluence with others, you are also happy to cur now. Something is pushing you to focus
speak less and watch and listen more as and perhaps harder than you have for some
things unfold. You will likely enter a round time. Fortunately, you are able to comply
of tough negotiations and this will require but be careful that it does not turn into naryou feel attention, possibly supported by row thinking and unnecessary stubbornness. Cooperation is extra important now.
background research.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Gemini (May 21-June 20)
You have entered a dynamic, if complex, Contending with what may be described as
social cycle. The complexity includes the a mixed blessing continues. This is an exurge to say to others what you believe will pansive time and you feel inspired to take
prove pleasing to them while simultane- pioneering leads to explore new territory.
ously wanting to speak your truth. This is On the other hand, you may feel challenged
a call for diplomatic strategy and it will re- to draw deeply into hidden reserves of faith.
quire effort and concentration to strike the Take things one day at a time; avoid drawing conclusions and exercise gratitude for
ideal balance.
everything that is good and working.
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Obtaining specific knowledge and answers Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
characterizes current cycles of influence. The current planetary line-up indicates
Your passions and ambitions are running the desire and perhaps the need to lay low
high and probably include a rebellious for a while. Beyond your usual routine and
edge. Feeling as confident as you would rhythm, avoid participating in extra-curriclike, however, may be a challenge. This ular activities as doing so might prove escould trigger a reactive and even aggres- pecially taxing on your energy reserves. If
sive attitude. Focus to keep your cool in the you must go out, plan to leave early. Take
time to rest, dream and recharge.
heat.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
You have entered an exciting cycle. Al- Exploring new territory both literally and inthough your confidence levels are steadily tellectually continues. Dreams and visions
rising, it will challenge you to dig deeper. of possibility are on your mind. Yet, these
Gaining access to reserves of imagination also include the sobering realization that
power is featured but you may have to make risk ventures require discipline and conextra efforts to break through your comfort centration. Obtaining new tools and learnzone to access it. If you do, this could lead ing skills implies learning and training and
the time is right for this focus.
to a very productive and creative cycle.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22)
You have entered a rather adventurous The current continues to accelerate. Alcycle. It includes attending to a variety of though the year is winding down, the pace
fronts and multi-tasking efforts. As well, of things is speeding up. Packing more into
you may find yourself traveling more. You your day to achieve higher levels of produccan expect this trend to continue. Mercury tivity is likely and important now. At worst,
retrograde will challenge you to identify you could feel overwhelmed and intimidatwhat truly holds meaning and purpose to ed by the demand. Outline your goals and
tasks focus on them systematically.
you. Weed out non-essentials.
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To you have SPORTS news to
share with Driftwood readers?
Send your reports and story tips to

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com!

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

VOLLEYBALL

Scorpions earn 11th place at provincials

Stocking Stuffers
& Gift Ideas
New Stock in Weekly

❆ LED Flashlights
❆ Tire Chains
❆ Winterization
Items
❆ Car Audio
Accessories
❆ Headlight
Upgrades
❆ Tool Kits
❆ and much more!!

Photo courtesy BChighschoolvolleyball.com

GISS Scorpions celebrate victory at provincial finals in Langley last week.

Young team makes
impression on AA field
An 11th-place finish at the
p r ov i n c i a l c h a m p i o n s h i p s
capped off a successful season
for the GISS senior boys volleyball team.
The Scorpions started the
tour nament in Langley last
Wednesday right where they

Something for everyone on your list

Saltspring
106 Jackson ave. 250-537-5507
Hours: MonDAY-FriDAY 7:30-6pM,
sAturDAY 8-5pM

left off at the north island and
island championships with a
perfect 3-0 record on the first
day of competition. The boys
beat teams from WL Seaton,
Pacific Christian and Charles
Tupper schools.
According to coach Kellie
Booth, the players began the
second day of the tournament
with words of encouragement
via live video conference from

GISS volleyball program alumni and professional volleyball player Casey Knight from
his team’s training facility in
Greece. Then the team arrived
at their 9 a.m. Langley Events
Centre game to find alumni
and recently retired professional volleyball player Chris
Howe sitting on their bench.
“The boys were feeling the
love and support, but unfortunately were not able to overcome their nerves and a strong
Mennonite Educational Institute Eagles team and lost the
match,” said Booth.
T h e t e a m re g r o u p e d a n d
defeated the Gryphons from
Smithers in their 4:30 p.m.
match Thursday.
Friday’s 1 p.m. contest pitted GISS against Langley Fundamental. In a back and forth
m a t c h t h e S c o r p i o n s w e re
unable to sustain their dominant play from the first day
and fell to the Fraser Valley
team to finish the tournament.
“We had a dream season,”
said Booth. “Co-coach Cole
Wrigley and I are very proud of
the boys and their accomplishments.”
Bo o t h s a i d t h e t e a m w i l l

make another run at provincials with returning Grade 11
players Jared Far ias, Logan
Wenzel, Jeff Gray, Nicholas Van
Bakel, Liam McGuire and Yugo
Uemaru, who gained valuable
experience this year.
“We will miss Sander Keil,
Obleo Demandre, Stuart Hambrook, Atum Beckett, Noah
Jacobsen and Max Temmel,
who will all graduate in June
and join the ranks of GISS volleyball alumni,” she said.

“We had a dream
season. Co-coach Cole
Wrigley and I are very
proud of the boys and
their accomplishments.”
KELLIE BOOTH
GISS volleyball coach
“The team and coaching
staff would like to thank parents, community members,
community organizations and
local businesses for their help
and support throughout the
season.”

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Gulf Islander
Visitor information for the Canadian Gulf islands

2017 Visitors’ Guide

paradise!
Welcome to our island
. Gabriola . Mayne . Saturna
. Galiano . Pender . Salt Spring
. Sidney

GISS basketball team sets bar high
More practice and playing
time for senior boys
By MARCIA JANSEN
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r
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If you are involved in one or
more of the following:
• accommodations
• dining & entertainment
• retail • studio • gallery
• outdoor adventures
Call us to advertise in the
award winning 34th edition of

The Gulf Islander
250.537.9933

The last time the GISS senior boys basketball team made it to provincial championships dates back to the year 2000.
Coaches Myles Wilson and Tony Mason
want to take the team and program back
to that level again.
The 2017-2018 season has just started
for the Scorpions basketball team. Twelve
boys made it onto the senior boys team,
and 35 kids showed up for the try-outs
for the junior boys. Twenty didn’t make
the cut.
“There are only five players on the
court, so it was a very tough selection,”
said junior boys coach Kim Chalmers,
who played for Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops and Vancouver Island
University in the past. “It wasn’t for several years, but basketball is popular now.
I think that’s a result of the Tsunami basketball program at the middle school, set
up by Jude Shugar. It makes it that kids
want to continue to play when they’re in
high school.”
Coach Wilson, who returned to the
senior boys team last year, was the last
person to coach a provincials-qualifying
team, 17 years ago. (Current GISS principal Lyall Ruehlen was co-coach that year.)
“That was my last year as a coach,”
said Wilson. “I stopped at that time,
because I was busy with kids and family.
My kids are older now — one of them
is in high school — so I have a bit more
time on my hands. That’s why I decided
to team up with Tony last year. We think
it’s time to take it to a more competitive
level.”

Photo by marcia jansen

Senior boys basketball players take a breather at practice for a team photo.
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The first step to take it to that next
level was to set up a year-round program.
“Normally the team only played a
few months together, but now the boys
keep playing after the season with the
Salt Spring Island Basketball Club,” said
Mason, a GISS teacher. “That makes a
lot of difference, plus we went from one
practice a week to two. That’s the most we
can do. It’s hard to get enough gym time
with two boys and two girls teams.”
The competition is tough in the Vancouver Island region.
Mason explains: “It’s hard to compete
with the private schools. Their kids live on
campus and they have a five-day school
week, so they practise three to four times
a week. Just three teams in our region can
make it to provincials. We want to be one
of those top teams and I think we can get

there in the next few years. Everyone is
motivated, we have more players now,
so if you want to play, you have to work
for it.”
Wilson and Mason are convinced that
the team, which is looking for sponsors
to help cover its roughly $5,000 in travel
costs this season, will do better than last
year.
“They took some beatings last year, but
that only made us stronger. The players
don’t have a lot of experience yet, but we
are a young team, so we can enjoy them
for years to come.”
The Scorpions play against Brentwood,
the number one AA team in the province,
tomorrow (Dec. 7) in the GISS gym. The
match starts at 4:30 p.m.
Regular season games will continue
until the Vancouver Island championships arrive at the end of February.

