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BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

Fernwood became disaster central last Wednes-
day as the largest maritime training exercise in 
Canadian history unfolded off Salt Spring Island. 

Several hundred B.C. fi rst responders, military 
personnel and civilian volunteers were involved 
in Exercise Salish Sea 2017, which envisioned a car 
catching fi re on BC Ferries’ Coastal Renaissance 
vessel and a mass evacuation being required. 
Fernwood Dock was the access point for injured 
and traumatized passengers and crew members to 
be treated by an army of fi rst responders, includ-
ing local BC Ambulance Services and Salt Spring 
Fire-Rescue personnel. 

Canadian Coast Guard vessels, and others, 
brought load after load of passengers to the dock, 
while CCG search and rescue and Canadian Armed 
Forces helicopters buzzed overhead. 

“For our fi rst responder agencies, this oppor-
tunity was priceless,” said Salt Spring Fire Chief 
Arjuna George. 

“Did it go well? Yes. Did it go perfect? No. But 
that is the reasoning behind training, to identify 
the strong areas and pinpoint the weak ones. This 
is how we become better responders.”

PHOTO BY GEOFF OLSON

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue’s Patrick Byrne, left, attends to a “patient” as others wait for treatment on the road by Fernwood Dock during 
the Oct. 25 disaster simulation titled Exercise Salish Sea 2017.

Island engulfed by marine disaster exercise
Invaluable lessons learned
in massive event

EMERGENCY PREP 

EXERCISE  continued on 2

Drought conditions contribute to spread

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

This year’s autumn leaves have been so spectacular that 
some drivers stopped their cars in the middle of the road as 
they try to capture the moment on camera.

Though irritating and dangerous to come upon those drivers, 
it’s easy to understand their behaviour with all the golden maples 
and russet bronze oaks blazing with intensity this season.

Islanders who pay close attention to their surroundings 
and the natural environment have confi rmed that it’s not 
just in our imaginations: the colours this year really are more 
intense. The reason has to do with the weather both over the 
summer and into the fall, with the 2017 combo just right to 
produce brilliant yellow and red leaves.

“I think it’s a particularly beautiful fall,” said artist Nicola 
Wheston last week. “What I notice about trees is they really 
have their glory times and they have cycles, and they have 
them in the spring and the fall.”

Richard Fraser takes a trip through the Fraser River Can-
yon every year in the fall for seed collecting, and confi rmed 
that what he’s seen there is above average. It’s also true of the 
plants he grows on Salt Spring at Fraser’s Thimble Farms.
He explained plant stress caused by weather and seasonal 
changes are the main factors in colour variety. In the Eastern 
provinces the drop in overnight temperatures is the signifi -
cant player. On the West Coast, rainfall is more of a factor.

NATURE 

Spectacular fall colours wow island residents

On stage
Community Theatre show preview

PAGE 13

Focus on Education
Post-secondary paths, literacy and more
PAGES 10-11
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$95

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$95

Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood office 
will not be open on Friday, Nov. 10 
and will re-open for usual business 

hours on Monday, Nov. 13.

Advertising deadlines for the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 

Wednesday Nov. 15th edition 
will be as follows:

Display Advertising Deadline: 
Thursday, Nov. 9, 3pm

Classified Display Deadline: 
Monday, Nov. 13, 3pm

Classified Word Deadline: 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 9am

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Advertising 
Deadline Change

Temperature, moisture mix adds to fall colour recipe

“Without the summer drought 
you don’t get good fall colours — 
and in the nursery this year it’s 
spectacular,” Fraser said. “You 
can see all the subtleties, the 
apricots, oranges and reds. You 
only really get that around once 
in 10 years.”

Photographer Michael Levy is 
another person who pays close 
attention to the island envi-
ronment. Looking back at his 
archives, he said he’s noticed 
some correlating factors between 
years when he’s taken a lot of leaf 
colour shots. 

“One is a long dry summer 
tends to lead to a good colour 
display, and I think that has to 
do with the stress,” Levy said. 
“And fall is also lasting later in the 
year this year, so the colours are 
extending over a longer period 
of time rather than just a week or 
two. The big leaf maples are going 
really late. A lot of times they’re 
very, very bright for a very short 
amount of time and then they 
just curl up and turn brown.”

The other thing Levy has 
noticed is the island hasn’t had 
too much wind and rain so far 
this fall, except for the two mid-
October “weather events.”

“We haven’t had the big brutal 
storms, because that will just wipe 
the colour out,” he said.

The scientific reason for chang-
ing leaf colour is a biochemical 
process triggered by shorter peri-
ods of daylight and cooler tem-

peratures. According to the USDA 
Forest Service, the two most sig-
nificant factors on fall colour are 
moisture and temperature. Most 
of the year, chlorophyll produc-
tion produces the green colour 
that overrides the other pigments 

present in leaf cells. Chlorophyll 
production slows and then stops 
as days shorten, allowing carot-
enoids (responsible for yellow, 
orange and brown) and antho-
cyanin (reds and purples) that 
are always present to become 
visible. Anthocyanin produc-
tion can also increase in autumn 
in response to bright light and 
plant sugars. 

As a painter who has done 
many local landscape paintings 
outdoors, Wheston is a keen 
observer of nature and trees in 
particular. 

“I look at trees a lot. I actu-
ally get to know them,” Wheston 
said. “From painting I get to 
know trees, who they are and 
what they are, their good times 
and their down times.”

Her observation is this spring 
native blossoming trees such as 
dogwoods and arbutus weren’t 
as showy as they sometimes are, 
while the cedars are currently 
stressed and almost singed-look-
ing at their tips, but maples are 
looking well. Her theory is the 
sharp change between seasons 
has helped the colour boost.

“It went from summer to cold. 
There wasn’t a lot of transition. 
I think it contributed,” Wheston 
said. 

Levy and his sister Barbara, 

who has more recently gotten 
into photography, have noticed 
vast more quantities of Steller’s 
jays on the island this fall and 
feel there may be some connec-
tion to the long fall. The birds 
feasting on acorns have drawn 
the Levys’ lenses to the amaz-
ing contrast of blue wings and 
coloured oak leaves. Over the 
course of the past week these 
went from being pink tinted with 
green to a rich ruddy bronze, 
Barbara said.

“The amazing thing about this 
island is the micro-climates,” 
her brother added. Vineyards 
located in different parts of the 
island may have already expe-
rienced near total leaf drop, or 
are going through a rainbow of 
colour as the rows climb a hill-
side, he observed. Things like an 
individual property’s elevation, 
geography and proximity to the 
sea can all have an effect on indi-
vidual trees.

As for this year’s extra strong 
glow, Fraser agrees that’s proba-
bly not related to repeated stress 
from having several drought 
years in a row, but more to do 
with this year’s specific summer/
fall weather pattern.

“It’s kind of fun to see — as 
long as we get the winter rains,” 
Fraser said.

Volunteers and professionals join forces

Fifty-seven Salt Spring-based vol-
unteers were also brought for treat-
ment to Fernwood, after receiving 
their “identities,” instructions and, 
in some cases, gory make-up to add a 
sense of reality to their injuries. (See 
story by volunteer Geoff Olson on 
page 9.) When added to the military 
personnel participating, the number 
of patients needing attention was 
huge.

“This gives us an ability to test our 
mass casualty incident management 
system and to hone in on our triage 
protocol to ensure we are caring for 
our patients in the best way possi-
ble,” said Paul Vallely, senior provin-
cial executive director of patient care 
delivery for BC Emergency Health 
Services, during a media briefing at 
the site.

Other Salt Spring-based respond-
er agencies involved were ground and 
marine search and rescue volunteers and 

the Salt Spring Emergency Program. The 
island’s Emergency Operations Centre set 
up at Ganges Fire Hall for the event. 

Salt Spring Emergency Program 
coordinator Elizabeth Zook said 
going mobile at the fire hall worked 
very well, as did testing the Farmers’ 
Institute as an emergency centre.

Zook said the exercise also allowed 
for testing of a new “rapid registration 
form” for disaster victims that origi-
nated in the Southern Gulf Islands 
and has been promoted by the Salt 
Spring program. 

“Working alongside Ground Search 
and Rescue, BC Ambulance, and our 
Emergency Services Support team 
is critical for when disaster really 
strikes,” said George. “The lessons 
learned are endless. We all feel grati-
tude to be able to have had the oppor-
tunity to partake in such a massive 
exercise.”

G e o r g e  s a i d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
between all agencies involved was 
difficult, as expected. 

Still, he said, “As fire chief, I feel we 

are more prepared than ever for any 
type of mass casualty event on Salt 
Spring Island, but no matter what, 
our agencies, our island and our 
resources will be taxed and possibly 
overwhelmed. Such an event would 
overwhelm most communities, so 
preventing such an event should be 
our primary goal.”

The Oct. 25 disaster exercise was 
jointly managed by the Department 
of National Defence and the Cana-
dian Coast Guard with coordination 
through the Joint Rescue Coordina-
tion Centre near Victoria. 

Walker Hook and North Beach 
roads near Fernwood were closed to 
traffic as tents, ambulances and tri-
age areas were set up on the roadway. 

Fernwood Elementary School stu-
dents were excited to see helicopters 
land in their school field.

Day two of the exercise on Thurs-
day saw the Canadian Coast Guard 
lead the response to the environ-
mental  c lean-up that  would be 
required if a ferry fire occurred. 

EXErCISE  
continued from 1

lEAvES continued from 1

phOtO BY ElizABEth NOlAN

Jamie Charlebois, left, and luca zaniboni enjoy a fall day’s walk around 
Ganges harbour with glorious yellow-gold maple leaves on a tree on the 
shoreline.
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Ganges Harbour Consultation: 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 4, 1 to 5 p.m.  
Lions Hall

Salt Spring 
gets TV 
premiere

Salt Spring Island has 
top billing Thursday night 
in a new Knowledge Net-
work television ser ies, 
with the local community 
featured in episode three 

of The Island Diaries.
Islanders may remem-

ber when film crews visit-
ed Salt Spring during the 
2015 Fall Fair.  The results 
are now ready for view-
ing, with 7 and 11 p.m. air 
times on the B.C. station’s 
Nov. 2 program.

Viewers of  the series 
are invited to join host 
S o p h i e  Fo u r o n  ( f r o m 

Waterfront Cities of the 
World) as she travels the 
g l o b e  t o  d i s c ov e r  t h e 
unique l ifestyles being 
lived out on islands. From 
Canada to Japan to Cape 
Verde, she uncovers what 
similarities these island 
communities share, and 
what sets them apart.

On Salt Spring, Fouron 
lear ned how residents 

“enjoy the self-sufficien-
cy, solidarity and tran-
quility of their tight-knit 
community.”

For additional air times, 
visit knowledge.ca.

Daylight 
Saving ends

It’s time to shift hours 
of darkness and daylight 

this weekend as Pacific 
Standard Time returns for 
the next four and a half 
months. People should 
reset clocks to one hour 
earlier before going to bed 
on Saturday night. 

Daylight Saving Time 
officially ends at 2 a.m. 
on Sunday, Nov. 5. It will 
return on Sunday, March 
11, 2018 at the same time. 

An Oct. 18 story on Galia-
no’s telecommunications 
protocol incorrectly stated 
public consultation is not 
federally required on anten-
nas under 15 metres high. 

News briefs
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fIrst natIons HErItaGE

MLA puts Indigenous concerns on provincial agenda
Adam Olsen’s private 
member’s bill first step 

bY eLiZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Saanich North and the Islands 
MLA Adam Olsen is making a 
strong push to get longstanding 
First Nations concerns onto the 
provincial agenda.

Olsen’s introduction of a private 
member’s bill on Thursday is just 
the first volley in what’s anticipated 
to be a long and complicated pro-
cess. The B.C. Green Party spokes-
person for the Ministry of Indig-
enous Relations and Reconcilia-
tion aims to secure sacred burial 
grounds and heritage sites with the 
proposed First Nations Heritage 
Protection and Conservation Act 
being one tool in that effort. 

“I’m introducing this bill in order 
to move us forwards toward rem-
edying the unequal treatment of 
First Nations heritage sites and 
non-Indigenous sites. Because 
what is critical is that we develop 
a solution,” Olsen told the legisla-
tive assembly. “I hope that we will 
debate and discuss this bill in this 
House. Perhaps we could send it to 
the Select Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal Affairs, of which I am a 
proud part. I hope that it will lead 
to First Nations’ sacred sites finally 
having the same respect and pro-
tection [as non-Indigenous people] 
they have long been denied.” 

Olsen added that his experi-
ence in protesting against a private 
owner’s plans to build over burial 
cairns on Salt Spring’s Grace Islet 
is one reason he’s championing the 

bill. The islet was eventually pur-
chased by the province at a cost of 
$5.45 million after construction had 
begun. 

“The Grace Islet case, in which 
the province finally purchased land 
to protect First Nations grave sites 
of our ancestors from destruction, 
illustrates what happens when we 
do not have a solution to this prob-
lem, and instead government takes 
a piecemeal approach,” Olsen said.

Olsen based his private mem-
ber’s bill on one that Maurine Kara-
gianis, the former NDP MLA for 
Esquimalt-Royal Roads, introduced 
without success six times under the 
BC Liberal government. Under her 
formulation, the bill would amend 
the Heritage Conservation Act to 
ensure the minister responsible 
had to act if a First Nation entered 
concerns about any construction 
project. 

“Where the minister receives a 
report . . . and is satisfied that the 
report relates to First Nations heri-
tage, the minister must consult with 
any First Nation that may have an 
interest in the object or remains, 
with a view to determining the 
proper action to be taken in rela-
tion to that discovery,” Karagianis’ 
proposed bill states.

The bill would also establish 
provincial funding that would help 
First Nations buy or protect heri-
tage sites, and help landowners or 
developers with the costs of archeo-
logical studies or other reporting 
requirements. 

Speaking to the Driftwood on 
Monday, Olsen said the wording of 
the bill is not something he’s stuck 
on — in fact, he believes the original 

document has shortcomings. He 
is open to the proposed legislation 
changing completely, as long as a 
fair solution can be arrived at by 
some means. Introducing the bill at 
this time is a way of getting the issue 
onto the agenda in the first place.

“This bill outlines one approach 
to better protecting First Nations 
sites in our province. I would like to 
recognize that there are a number 
of different approaches that could 
be taken,” he said.

Olsen said the First Nations Lead-
ership Council has been putting 
work into the issue of protecting 
sacred and heritage sites for a num-
ber of years. More consultation is 

needed. But commitments to adopt 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and Canada’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion recommendations are baked 
into the Green party’s confidence 
and supply agreement with the 
NDP, and BC Premier John Hor-
gan has vowed to revive the treaty 
settlement process. 

“It’s an exciting time in terms of 
that for British Columbia,” Olsen 
said. “We’ve been running from our 
past for so long, I think once we 
turn and face it we can really start to 
move forward.”

Olsen said having the Select 
Standing Committee on Aborigi-

nal Affairs sit down to work will be 
an important step. The committee 
is convened every session but has 
not actually met for years, and last 
accomplished anything in 2001.

“I’m going to continue to keep 
this issue front and centre until it 
gets resolved,” Olsen said. “Our 
government may very well decide 
the bill doesn’t get called this ses-
sion because they haven’t got an 
approach to dealing with it, and I’ll 
work with them.”

“As long as it’s a good solution 
and respects the First Nations and 
Indigenous heritage of this prov-
ince, I’m quite happy to work with 
them on it,” Olsen said. 

DRiftWOOD fiLE pHOtO

An aerial shot taken in 2014 shows a house under construction on Grace islet, home to known archaeological 
sites including first Nations burial cairns.

For
TherECorD
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Mainroad South Island Contracting serving Duncan, Malahat, Greater Victoria, Sooke, 
Southern Gulf Islands. Report Road and Safety Hazards to our 24HR hotline:

1.877.391.7310    Please share feedback southisland@mainroad.ca

Capital Regional District

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply 
for a Disposition of Crown Land
Notice is hereby given that We, The Capital Regional 
District, have applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resources Operations (FLNRO), West Coast 
Region for a public wharf situated on Provincial Crown 
land located in the vicinity of District Lot 375, Browning 
Harbour, Cowichan District.
The Lands File Number that has been established for this 
application is Crown Land File #1414451.
Written comments concerning this application should 
be directed to the Section Head, Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080 
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed to: 
authorizingagency.nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by FLNRO up to December 6, 
2017. FLNRO may not be able to consider comments 
received after this date. Be advised that any response to 
this advertisement will be considered part of the public 
record. 
For more information, please visit our website: http://arfd.
gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp or contact the 
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operation’s office in Nanaimo.

Register for 
our Emergency 

Notifi cation 
System

In a major emergency or disaster 
getting warnings and alerts quickly 

to people is essential.  
Timing is critical.  Our new Emergency Notifi cation 
System will assist with this need providing 
individuals a system using multiple communication 
methods including:  cell phone, home phone, 
texting or email.

Register today at: 
www.crd.bc.ca/ens

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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ENVIRONMENT 
CANADA 
- Weather 

Information

Environment Canada has a website that lets 
people know about weather across Canada.  

Key information includes:    
•  Current Weather conditions  •  Public Alerts   
•  Marine Forecasts  •  Air Quality    
• Analyses and Modelling  • Past Weather 
As we head into winter.  Connecting to this website 
will help you plan your local travel and also another 
travelling you may be doing in Canada

http://weather.gc.ca/index_e.html

Be 
Prepared!

Be sure to check us out at the upcoming Fall Fair 
for information on getting personally prepared 
and getting involved within our emergency 
programs. Prizes will be available!
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https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-
yourself/get-prepared

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if something 
happens in your community, it may take emergency 
workers some time to reach you. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for 
at least seven days.

Check out the 3 steps you need to take:  
1.  Know the Risks  2.  Make a Plan  3.  Get a Kit

Before an 
Emergency

rCMP

Impaired drivers beset island roads
Information sought 
on vehicle fire under 
investigation

Salt Spring RCMP officers 
have attended a number of 
vehicle incidents over the past 
week in which alcohol was 
either determined or suspect-
ed to be a factor. 

Sgt. Ryan Netzer, the senior 
RCMP officer for Salt Spring, 
says impaired driving cases 
happen “far too frequently” on 
the island.

RCMP responded to a dra-
matic  accident  in  the  400 
block of Stewart Road around 
12:50 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
29.  A vehicle left  the road 
a n d  c ra s h e d  i n t o  a  h yd ro 
pole before ending up in the 

ditch in a fully involved fire. 
Salt Spring Fire-Rescue also 
attended the scene. 

One person was sent to hos-
pital, but the RCMP have been 
unable to positively identify 
the driver. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with any 
infor mation regarding the 
incident is asked to contact 
the local detachment or Crime 
Stoppers.

Also over the past weekend, 
police responded to a collision 
on Maliview Drive at approxi-
mately 11 p.m. on Friday. The 
female driver reported she had 
swerved to miss a deer and 
struck a parked vehicle. Police 
suspected the driver had been 
consuming alcohol, and after 
administering roadside sobri-
ety tests issued the woman a 
90-day immediate roadside 

prohibition.
Police conducted a traffic 

stop on Park Drive around 
11:30 p.m. on Saturday night 
after  obser ving suspicious 
driving behaviour on Rainbow 
Road. Alcohol consumption 
was suspected and a road-
side sobriety test resulted in 
a 90-day immediate roadside 
prohibition for the driver.

Police also responded to 
a  complaint  of  a  possible 
impaired driver on Crofton 
Road earlier in the week, which 
came in on Wednesday, Oct. 
25 at about 11:55 p.m. Police 
attempted to conduct road-
side sobriety testing once the 
vehicle was located but the 
driver was uncooperative and 
refused. The driver was also 
issued a 90-day immediate 
roadside prohibition.

PhOtOS BY JEN MAcLELLAN

GroWING rooTS: Building designer Donald Gunn shares plans 
for the Root facility being developed by the Salt Spring Farmland trust 
at an open house event on Saturday, with a model also on display. 
Some 150 people came by to see first-hand what is being planned for 
the site. the building will house year-round produce storage, a process-
ing kitchen and a unique food training and education program for the 
community. construction is expected to be completed by late 2018. 

BC fErrIES

Progress made on Vesuvius concerns
Salish class ‘teething 
pains’ assessed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Ferry Advi-
sory Committee made prog-
ress on one long-standing issue 
affecting Vesuvius ferry users 
but learned the Fulford termi-
nal project still faces challenges 
during a semi-annual meeting 
with BC Ferries executives held 
on Oct. 17.

Reporting after the meeting, 
FAC chair Harold Swierenga 
said foot passengers who take 
the ferry from Vesuvius will like-
ly have to wait until 2021 before 
a full overhaul of that space 
takes place with indoor wash-
room facilities and a waiting 
room on the trestle. However, 
the waiting experience should 

be somewhat better this com-
ing winter. Last year passengers 
had to contend with snow, rain 
and wind on many days. 

“They’re going to put up 
enclosed temporary shelters 
that can be removed and taken 
to another location later,” Swi-
erenga said, noting these shel-
ters will be installed at both 
Vesuvius and Crofton terminals 
sometime this fall. Vesuvius toi-
let facilities will likely be limited 
to a portable stall for the time 
being. 

Swierenga said negotiations 
are ongoing regarding a piece 
of property in Fulford that 
would help the terminal proj-
ect expansion there proceed. 
Potential archaeological issues 
have complicated the project. 
BC Ferries is now looking at 
other possibilities in the event 
negotiations aren’t successful.

The Salt Spring FAC has made 
some progress in convincing 
BC Ferries the MV Quinitsa is 
not a suitable replacement ves-
sel for the Howe Sound Queen, 
which is set to retire in 2020. 
Swierenga said the current plan 
is for the Quinitsa to come onto 
the route just for a temporary 
period before a boat with larger 
capacity arrives.

“I’m very hopeful we’ll end 
up with one of the new shuttle 
class boats or a similar-sized 
ship when the dust settles,” Swi-
erenga said. 

The FAC also discussed the 
“teething problems” on the new 
Salish Eagle and Salish Raven 
ships, which entered service on 
the Long Harbour-Tsawwas-
sen route this year. Ventilation 
issues that made the galleys too 
hot for regular operations dur-
ing the summer are currently 

being addressed on the Eagle, 
which is now in its scheduled 
tune-up session, and will then 
be fixed on the Raven.

Swierenga said the ferry cor-
poration is looking into what it 
can do about doors to the out-
side deck that have proved dif-
ficult for passengers to operate. 
Ship elevators have also experi-
enced problems.

In other news from the Oct. 
17 meeting, FAC member 
Howard Holzapfel made some 
headway with his campaign to 
change or replace the Experi-
ence Card system. Ferries CEO 
Mark Collins agreed that card 
users should have the option 
of paying the extra amount 
on a single trip if the funds on 
their card are short just a small 
amount, rather than having to 
add the minimum $115 loading 
fee every time.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY  

Tuesday November 11th 2014 
Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communities worldwide to 
pay homage to those who have served, to observe a moment 
of silence, to mark the sacrifice of so many who gave their 
tomorrows for our todays, to reflect and remember … 

Lest We Forget 
Breakfast at the Legion in Meaden Hall 8:30-10:00. By donation. All welcome. 
Bus transportation from the Legion to Centennial Park starting at 10:00.  

Parade musters at Ganges Post Office - 10:30.  Colour Party, Legion Pipe 
Band, Veterans and Legion Members, Royal Canadian Navy Contingent, RCMP, 
Coast Guard, Firefighters, RCMSAR, SAR, Guides, Cubs. 

Remembrance Day Service at Cenotaph in Centennial Park - 10:45.  
Dedicated and prominent seating for Veterans. 

Wreaths available from the Legion 250 537-5822. 

The public is cordially invited to an Open House at the Legion following the 
ceremony/parade: mingle with Veterans and Legion Members, refreshments, 
entertainment, youth groups activity in Meaden Hall, membership kiosk open.  

           We Will Remember Them.            

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Saturday, November 11th 2017

Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communi-
ties worldwide to pay homage to those who 

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communi-
ties worldwide to pay homage to those who 

Remembrance Day Service at 11am at the Cenotaph in 
Centennial Park - starting at 10:30 am. 

Dedicated and prominent seating for Veterans.

Wreaths available from the Legion 250 537-5822.

The public is cordially invited to an Open House at the 
Legion following the ceremony/parade: mingle with 

Veterans and Legion Members, 
refreshments, entertainment, membership kiosk open.

BREAKFAST: 
at the Legion in Meaden Hall 8:30-10:00 am

By donation. All welcome.

BUS TRANSPORTATION: 
from the Legion to 

Centennial Park starting at 10:00 am

PARADE MUSTERS: 
at Ganges Post Offi ce - 10:15 am

Colour Party, Veterans and Legion Members, 
Royal Canadian Navy Contingent, RCMP, 

Coast Guard, Firefi ghters, 
RCMSAR, SAR, Guides, Cubs.

We Will 
Remember Them.
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entertainment, youth groups activity in Meaden Hall, membership kiosk open.  

           We Will Remember Them.            

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional 
Service

• Authorized Warranty Technician 
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance  

Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca
124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

Stay Connected
be part of the 

Driftwood’s online community.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
for breaking news, extra content 
and to vote in our weekly poll; 

like us on Facebook for breaking news, 
photos and fun stuff; and get all the news first 

by following us on Twitter.
. . . . . . . . . . . . .

EnVIronMEnt

Abandoned vessels plan announced
Ship owner 
responsibility key to 
Liberal solution

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The federal government 
is taking action to clean up 
coastal waters from aban-
doned and derelict ves-
sels, introducing legislation 
Monday that will potentially 
launch the solution that 
local governments have been 
advocating for years. 

“Abandoned, dilapidated 
and wrecked vessels in our 
waterways can pose a risk to 
navigation, a danger to the 
ecosystem and a blight on the 
landscape,” Transport Min-
ister Marc Garneau stated at 
a news conference Monday 
afternoon. “And they cer-
tainly are a growing source of 
frustration for many shore-
line communities.”

The proposed Wrecked, 
Abandoned or Hazardous 
Vessels Act puts the emphasis 
on owner responsibility. Ele-
ments include bringing the 
Nairobi International Con-
vention on the Removal of 
Wrecks into Canadian law; 

prohibiting vessel abandon-
ment, causing a vessel to 
become a wreck, or leaving a 
dilapidated vessel in the same 
area without consent; and 
strengthening owner respon-
sibility and liability for their 
vessels, including costs for 
clean-up and removal. 

The suggested penalties for 
not heeding the act include 
hefty fees and even jail time.

The proposed legisla-
tion also empowers the fed-
eral government to address 
problem vessels more proac-
tively. It is looking at options 
for owner-financed funds to 
address removal and cleanup. 
The Islands Trust has called 
for a system something like 
that used in Washington 
state, where a portion of ves-
sel licensing fees goes into a 
fund for removing and dis-
posing of derelict vessels. 

The Islands Trust has 
indeed been one of the loud-
est voices from the Pacific 
coast advocating for senior 
government to create a strat-
egy on abandoned vessels. 
Sheila Malcolmson, a former 
chair of Trust Council and 
trustee for Gabriola Island, 
has taken the fight to Ottawa 
since being elected NDP MP 

for Nanaimo-Ladysmith in 
2015.

A press release Malcomson 
issued Monday states the fed-
eral government announce-
ment came just weeks ahead 
of scheduled debate on an 
NDP bill she introduced on 
the topic, while the NDP has 
raised the problem in Par-
liament 80 times in the two 
years since the Liberals were 
elected.

“Coastal communities have 
been sounding the alarm for 
decades over the risks aban-
doned vessels pose to the 
environment, local fishing 
and tourism jobs,”  Malcolm-
son states in the press release. 
“The NDP is encouraged with 
today’s news that the govern-
ment has finally bowed to 
the pressure of coastal com-
munities and will introduce 
legislation, although with the 
Liberals, it’s often style over 
substance. We will review the 
legislation and ensure it lives 
up to expectations of coastal 
communities and that it offers 
real solutions.”

The NDP bill, which is co-
sponsored by Anne Minh-Thu 
Quach, MP for Salaberry–Sur-
oît, looks to fix vessel registra-
tion, pilot a vessel turn-in pro-

gram, support local marine 
salvage businesses and ves-
sel recycling, and end juris-
dictional disputes by making 
the Coast Guard responsible 
for directing the removal of 
abandoned vessels. The bill 
was scheduled to be debated 
in Parliament the first week of 
December.

Two additional federal 
initiatives with short-term 
funding attached have been 
announced over the past year 
as part of the Ocean Protec-
tions Plan. Transport Canada’s 
five-year, $6.85 million Aban-
doned Boats Program will pro-
vide grants and contribution 
funding to help communities 
with removing abandoned 
small boats, educate small-
boat owners and support 
research on boat recycling and 
environmentally responsible 
boat design.

A Department of Fisher-
ies and Oceans program 
announced in September will 
provide up to $1.325 million 
over five years to harbour 
authorities and other eligible 
recipients to remove and 
dispose of abandoned and/
or wrecked vessels located in 
small craft harbours owned by 
the federal agency. 

EConoMIC dEVEloPMEnt

Commission strains against limitations
Small budget unequal to big 
schemes

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Economic Develop-
ment Commission is making a recom-
mendation to increase its tax requisi-
tion from $30,000 to $35,000 next year, 
while recognizing the amount is still 
insufficient for the work it would like to 
undertake.

Commissioners meeting Friday, Oct. 
27 voted in favour of the 2018 budget 
recommendation, which will be one 
part of the Capital Regional District’s 
total requisition for Salt Spring. The 
proposed increase of 16.7 per cent may 
sound significant, and is much more 
than the two per cent limit preferred 
by the island’s electoral area director 
Wayne McIntyre. However, commis-
sion chair Darryl Martin hesitated over 
whether to make the budget recom-
mendation since it is so at odds with 
what the members feel is needed.

“I feel some discomfort with voting 
in favour of something that I think is a 
number that is not right for the island,” 
Martin said. “On the other hand I rec-
ognize we have to keep things moving 
along in the larger organization. So I 
would like to maybe pass the budget 
with a comment that we believe that 
a community of this size needs a larg-
er requisition for economic develop-
ment.”

Salt Spring’s senior CRD manager 
Karla Campbell agreed the commis-
sion is within its rights to look ahead, 
although she recommended they pass 
the budget motion for the time being 
since the CRD needs to adopt a provi-

sional budget in November.
“Yes, $35,000 does not go very far, 

especially when you’re relying on vol-
unteer efforts of your commissioners 
to complete projects; especially when 
they have their other lives with things 
they are doing,” Campbell said. “If you 
want to grow and make this a work-
able model for your initiatives, you do 
need a staff person to coordinate your 
work, to lead different initiatives, to 
gather data needed for further projects 
you want to do, and it’s not going to be 
done with the little remainder that you 
do have.”

Campbell pointed out the average 
homeowner currently pays $5.26 per 
year for the commission’s services. She 
said perhaps a different tax structure 
should be considered to fund a future 
increase since business owners benefit 
most directly from the commission’s 
work, although that might be beyond 
the scope of regional government to 
decide. Other funding sources such as 
business licences have also been raised 
as something the commission might 
consider in the future.

During the past year the CEDC has 
supported economic capacity build-
ing on Salt Spring through sveral pro-
grams. The Rural Business Accelerator 
program, funded through a provincial 
grant, provides mentorship and train-
ing for entrepreneurs from several spe-
cific sectors and will continue into 2018. 
The commission launched a new web-
site this year to attract new business 
owners to the island and help existing 
ones, and intends to build new content 
and grow its special media campaigns. 

Commissioners are also in the pro-
cess of developing a new tourism man-
agement organization in partnership 

with the Salt Spring Chamber of Com-
merce. As part of that program, the 
CEDC voted Friday to authorize a fee-
for-service contract up to $4,000 with 
Lions Gate Consulting to work with the 
Destination Management and Market-
ing Organization Working Group. The 
project involves compiling information 
and producing a presentation for local 
industry stakeholders on the merits and 
feasibility of forming such an organiza-
tion.

The contract will require direct-award 
approval from the CRD’s CAO before it is 
finalized since there was no request for 
proposals process.

CEDC members are also looking at 
producing a new action plan, since the 
document produced in 2015 expires 
next year. To inform that plan, they 
believe they need real data rather than 
anecdotes related to business on Salt 
Spring; a mechanism to gather commu-
nity input on an ongoing basis; and pos-
sibly a new structure for the body, such 
as an entity that exists outside the CRD. 
Future goals that would require a much 
larger budget than is currently drafted 
under the five-year budget plan are to 
develop programming specifically tar-
geted at youth and to create a strategic 
plan for the island’s economic growth.

The commission passed a motion sug-
gesting it might discuss some of its needs 
with director McIntyre at the November 
meeting.

Also in Friday’s business, the commis-
sion voted to establish a bylaw authoriz-
ing an operating reserve for unused por-
tions of the annual budget. An unused 
amount of approximately $12,500 from 
2017 will be carried forward into next 
year’s revenue as the reserve fund does 
not yet exist.
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Disaster
drill-down
S

alt Spring Islanders 
who missed the bul-
letin about Exercise 
Salish Sea can be for-

given if they were alarmed last 
Wednesday. 

A chaotic scene dominated land and water near 
Fernwood as the response to a simulated ferry disaster 
unfolded throughout the day. 

Canadian Armed Forces, Canadian Coast Guard, 
BC Emergency Health Services, BC Ferries and local 
responders were among the agencies involved in 
testing their capacity to deal with a mass evacuation 
of injured and traumatized ferry passengers from 
Trincomali Channel to Salt Spring. 

As expected, the scene was not pretty nor calm. 
At least 100 people were coming and going at any 
given time in the Fernwood Dock and road area, 
with ambulances, tents and a triage area with several 

stretchers set up. Sounds 
of helicopters overhead 
competed with people 
barking instructions into 
radios and face-to-face. 
Hovercraft and other ves-
sels came and went from 
the dock.   

But according to prelimi-
nary reports, Exercise Salish 

Sea was a success.
While no two scenarios will be exactly the same, fi rst 

responders region-wide are much farther ahead in 
being prepared for a mass casualty disaster because of 
Exercise Salish Sea. 

Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George and Emergency 
Program coordinator Elizabeth Zook expressed strong 
appreciation for the opportunity to be involved. More 
than 50 Salt Spring fi rst responders and 57 civilians 
participated, gaining new insights into the local and 
regional emergency response system and what is 
required when disaster strikes. 

The good news is that Salt Spring’s “internal” com-
munications and having the Emergency Operations 
Centre go mobile passed the test with distinction. And 
while communicating effectively with all of the vari-
ous agencies involved proved challenging, that was 
not unexpected, and the experience gives impetus to 
improve the situation. A “rapid registration form” with 
Gulf Islands origins was also tested for the fi rst time. 

Kudos to all federal and provincial government 
agencies involved for spending the time and resources 
on this exercise, and to Salt Spring Islanders who 
stepped up to host it and participate in droves. 

Current fi re board making progress
Some eight weeks have passed since Salt Spring’s divisive 

referendum and it’s reassuring to see our community again 
moving forward rather than circling its wagons before fi ring 
inward. 

The library, the Rainbow Road Pool, ArtSpring, the Salt Spring 
Conservancy, Salt Spring Literacy and many other local orga-
nizations continue to meet our various needs. Efforts are again 
underway to improve health care on our island and the Salt 
Spring Foundation is becoming an increasingly positive force. 
Some progress is even being made, fi nally, in dealing with our 
community’s social housing crisis. And all of this is happening 
as residents from both the “yes” and the “no” referendum camps 
have begun meeting to explore areas of cooperation rather than 
of confl ict.

We can also add to this constructive picture the fact that the 
current fi re board is also proceeding in both a socially respon-
sible and cost-conscious manner. I am not on the current fi re 
board nor have I ever served on any previous board. However, 
I have been closely observing fi re board activities since long 
before the 2012 fi re hall referendum. Like all of you, I have wit-
nessed these previous boards moving from being overly willing 
to spend ratepayer money to being fi xated on cost control at the 
expense of everything else. Now, however, I see the current fi re 
board making real progress as it walks a middle path between 
these two extremes.

This time experienced professional negotiators will be rep-
resenting the board in its coming negotiations with the union 
representing our fi refi ghters. A fi re engine must be replaced in 
the near future if islanders are going to continue to benefi t from 

favourable fi re insurance rates. However, less expensive “used” 
as well as “new” options that would meet this replacement need 
are being explored. The current fi re board also seems commit-
ted to developing plans for a new, long needed fi re hall but at a 
cost signifi cantly below the amount requested in 2012.

Because I like what the current board is attempting to do, I 
have joined its communications and marketing committee. In 
the months to come, that committee will be using print and 
social media to keep islanders aware both of the very real chal-
lenges facing fi re protection on Salt Spring and the progress 
being made in meeting those challenges. We will also be telling 
a story that, unfortunately, has not received anywhere near the 
attention it deserves: the great work regularly being done both 
by our core of full-time fi refi ghters and by their “on-call” col-
leagues.

However, we all know that the only meaningful communica-
tion is two-way communication. The current fi re board is also 
looking forward to hearing from any and all of you with ideas 
regarding fi re safety on Salt Spring. To facilitate that two-way 
fl ow of information, the fi re board will be holding a series of 
“town hall” meetings throughout 2018. The fi rst of these meet-
ings, one focused on the fi re protection challenges currently fac-
ing our community, will likely be held this coming January. That 
will be a great opportunity, but only one of many, that the board 
will have to learn your views as to what might best be done in 
response to the fi re safety issues we collectively face.

The writer is a new member of the Salt Spring fi re board’s mar-
keting and communications committee.   
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Jazlyn lalonde-
Fawcett
This year is going to be the 
best because I am excited 
about my costume. I am 
going as a killer clown!

Jamie French
It was the year I dressed up 
like a Ninja wearing my 
favourite colours, black and 
blue.

Gaianna love
When I was 7 or 8 I got to 
dress up as a pirate and it 
was my favourite costume. 

Salt SprinG 
says
we asked: 
What is your best 
Halloween 
memory? 

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By IWAV PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV) wel-

comes the chance to talk about our plans to 
provide more affordable housing on Salt Spring 
for people who are badly in need of it — homes 
that will be added to the current Croftonbrook 
development in the coming years.

Croftonbrook is the very successful afford-
able housing community that was built in 1985 
and is located not far off Lower Ganges Road, in 
the general direction of Lady Minto Hospital. 
For most people, it is within walking distance 
of a wide range of Salt Spring’s services and 
amenities, including the bus service. There is 
currently an active wait-list of about 75 people 
for Croftonbrook’s existing 20 units, a demand 
that is expected to grow as our population ages.

Among the many sites that have been 
assessed to see if they could help meet the 
pressing need for housing suitable for com-
munity members who are now forced to live in 
precarious, unsafe or unhealthy circumstances, 
expansion of the Croftonbrook site has offered 
one of the best options.

The expansion project has received a positive 
response from many in the community, but 
there has also been some incomplete informa-
tion circulating that has caused concern for 
people in the neighbourhood. IWAV and part-

ners will continue to meet with those 
concerned, and in fact are meeting 
regularly with current residents and 
neighbours as our early-stage plans 
move forward in a carefully considered way. In 
the meantime, here are some answers to ques-
tions that have been raised.

Protection of amenities. None of the major 
features of the current Croftonbrook site will 
be lost. The gardens will be relocated. The com-
mon building will be expanded. Walking paths 
will be added, as will space for bike and scooter 
storage. The possibility of a new bus stop is 
being investigated. The inevitable loss of some 
of the existing green space will be addressed 
by new landscaping, which neighbours will be 
able to comment on in the design stages. Other 
good ideas will be considered. 

Water supply, a challenge in many parts of 
Salt Spring, will be provided to the new units 
in Croftonbrook by a licensed well, by rainwa-
ter catchment and by the latest innovations 
in water conservation technology. Great care 
is being taken to ensure that the aquifer and 
other nearby wells and surface water supplies 
are not affected. North Salt Spring Waterworks 
has agreed to provide the emergency water 
resources to manage the risk of fire — a much-
appreciated contribution to our project.

Impact on the neighbours. 
Any effort to improve housing 
affordability in the core of Ganges 
inevitably requires an increase 

in density, a change which helps to protect the 
rural character of the more rural areas of the 
island. The Islands Trust has indicated sup-
port in principle with first reading of the zon-
ing bylaw, subject to their review of our more 
detailed plans, yet to come.

Admittedly, the construction phase for these 
new homes will sometimes be annoying: IWAV 
will make all possible efforts to make it man-
ageable. We are committed to the highest stan-
dards of safety, both on site and off site, includ-
ing traffic safety for people and cars. For the 
long term, we are also working on a parking 
and traffic plan, including options for residents 
to have good access to the bus system, and per-
haps to include car share plug-ins.  

The space needed for the number of new 
units includes several single-storey buildings, 
as well as a three-storey apartment building. 
This site plan has the advantage not only of 
increased capacity at an affordable cost but 
also a reduced footprint on the land and both 
increased energy and operating efficiency. 

While there is no practical way to hide the 
building from sight, there are many ways to 

avoid creating an obstacle to neighbours’ cur-
rent view of Ganges Harbour, and we look for-
ward to continuing discussions to do just that.

Support for tenants. IWAV is working in 
partnership with BC Housing, the CRD, Island 
Health and other local non-profits to develop 
a support program that assists residents who 
require supports to be successful in their new 
homes — a goal to which all are committed. 
Our first full inter-agency meeting to discuss 
plans for this program is scheduled for Novem-
ber. 

Finally, we wish to assure the communi-
ty and especially the nearby residents that 
we do not take your concerns lightly. Our 
design process is still in its early stages, and 
we have already incorporated many changes 
in response to neighbours’ and Islands Trust 
staff’s concerns.  

We welcome constructive input and will 
do our best to reach agreeable solutions to all 
issues brought forward. Please come to our 
community information meeting on Nov. 25 at 
the Lions Hall to ask questions and learn more.

The writers are Dana Peace, IWAV executive 
director; Kisae Petersen, IWAV director of hous-
ing; Janis Gauthier, project development consul-
tant; and Susan Dann, IWAV board chair.

Croftonbrook housing project news updated 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “We’ve been running from our past for so 
long, i think once we turn and face it we can really start to move forward.”

MLA ADAM OLSEN, ON PROTECTING FIRST NATIONS HERITAGE SITES

Let boardwalk 
project die

The following was sent to 
the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee and filed with the 
Driftwood for publication.

Please let the harbour-
walk project die. The board-
walk itself was always a fine 
idea but it was never worth 
satisfying the immense 
development ambitions of 
Ganges Marina.

As it was 12 years ago, 
the proposed marina devel-
opment is still way out of 
scale with the island’s infra-
structure, out of scale with 
our water resources, out of 
scale with traffic patterns 
on the island, both terres-
trial and aquatic, and totally 
out of scale with the modest 
rural character that is such 
an important aspect of the 
whole Islands Trust area. 

Clearly the marina owner 
will use our warm com-

munity feelings about 
the boardwalk to squeeze 
everything he possibly can 
out of us. 

And unfortunately, I get 
the impression that the 
local Trust committee is OK 
with that. You seem quite 
willing for instance to go 
along with the “big money” 
look of the development; 
this proposed Whistler 
styled monster that will of 
course overshadow and 
obliterate the humble, rural 
character or “unique ame-
nities” of Salt Spring that 
you are supposed to pre-
serve and protect. 

And rather than preserve 
and protect the environ-
mental health of the har-
bour itself, you seem happy 
to put forward a proposal 
that will significantly extend 
the reach of the docks, put-
ting even more stress on an 
aquatic environment that is 
stressed enough as it is. 

Viewing the proposal 

documents, I’m frankly 
shocked that the local 
Trust committee is will-
ing to entertain, let alone 
approve something that 
strays so far from the inten-
tions of their mandate. I’m 
shocked that you’re bring-
ing it to the public. I would 
have thought you’d just put 
it back in the envelope and 
send it by return mail from 
whence it came. 

Knowing the community 
vetoed this plan a decade 
ago and yet presenting it 
once again, looks an awful 
lot l ike support.  From 
where I stand it seems a lot 
more like advocacy than 
should be appropriate for 
the Islands Trust and its 
mandate. 

In any case, if this is the 
best price you can get to 
finish the boardwalk, then 
please just let it die! It’s not 
worth a tenth of it.
BILL HENDERSON,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Not worth it
There is no reason that any 

commercial group should be 
allowed to hold the Islands 
Trust to ransom for a three 
and a half storey building on 
our harbour. 

Who cares about a contin-
uous boardwalk, if that is the 
cost? The present proposal 
amounts to a disgraceful, 
ugly and unwanted outcome 
which will never be condoned 
by honest citizens.  Accepting 
this proposal would set a very 
bad precedent.

A better proposal would be 
to use any available board-
walk money to buy the prop-
erty now for sale at the corner 
of Upper and Lower Ganges 
roads to add to the Cy Peck 
park. This would provide 
access to a very good view of 
the harbour.  

Preserve our harbour! Peo-
ple don’t come here for city-
style developments, they 
come for the natural beauty. 

As it would require pilings 
for foundations, the proposed 
construction on the shore-
line would disturb the natural 
habitat of the harbour. 

There is not one good rea-
son for this to be allowed. 
No boardwalk is worth such 
disastrous results for our 
island.
AuDREy WILD,
H e d g e r  r o a d

Write chapter 
Once upon a time there 

was a town by the sea. Many 
townspeople thought that it 
would be nice to walk beside 
the ocean from one end of the 
town to the other and so they 
made a work party. 

“Oh no,” said the owners 
of the land. “We want to have 
other things along the edge 
of the sea. We’re not letting 
you cross our land. You must 
promise to change the rules 
so that we can fill in some 
of the water, make 10 new 
houses up the mountain and 

build shops and rooms in the 
middle of the walk.” 

So the people talked to each 
other and to the wise folks 
who had been there first to see 
what could be done and they 
made a plan.

But the owners said, “No. 
We want more. Now we want 
many more rooms to sell and 
we want more buildings in 
more places and other things 
too. You must change the rules 
of the town forever so that we 
can do what we want. Then 
maybe we’ll let you cross our 
land.”

The story is now up to you. 
You can make the choice. 
What do you see for Ganges 
Harbour? Proposed Bylaw 
491 may hold some surprises 
for you. Come out. Ask ques-
tions. Bring comments. Write 
the next chapter at an Islands 
Trust-sponsored community 
meeting on Saturday, Nov. 4 
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Lions Hall.
KATHy WEISNER, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

InDEPTH

Kim mcintyre
The first time I went trick 
or treating with my eldest 
daughter and her best friend. 
She wore a lion costume 
several sizes too big! 

Gary myerS
My mom added a shirt with 
realistic arms to a cardboard 
box, cut a hole for my face. With 
fake blood it looked like I was 
carrying my own severed head. 
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27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

*Pricing applies to a 2018 Crosstrek Touring Automatic 
with price of $28,320 including Freight & PDI ($1,675), 
Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25), and Air Con-
ditioning Fee ($100). Taxes, license, registration, and 
insurance are extra. Leasing and fi nancing programs 
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI 
on approved credit. Offers available until December 31, 
2017. Offers are subject to change or cancellation at 
any time without notice. Vehicle shown solely for pur-
pose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown. 
See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program 
details. Dealer #40319.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM
$28,320 OR

MONTHLY PAYMENT 
$373 
PLUS TAX

DOWN PAYMENT
$0

48 MOS LEASE AT 2.99%*

2018 Crosstrek 
TOURING AUTOMATIC

DESIGNED FOR ISLAND LIFE.
ON ROAD OR OFF, 
COUNT ON CROSSTREK 
TO GET YOU THERE

LEV $14,122 PLUS TAXES
STOCK # JP8088
MODEL # JX2TP

getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Pattison Subaru.

WEDNESDAY

SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Lions Hall. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

BOOMERFIT South End. All aspects of � tness are 
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, 
certi� ed personal trainer for details. 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Info: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-
653-4656
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room 
from 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 
250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring 
Literacy. By appointment at the literacy centre at 
125B Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or 
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 
250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at the SS 
Library. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 0 
to 6 and their caregivers. 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon 
until Nov. 22. 
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT 
INTELLIGENCE CLASS with Anna Haltrecht 
at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. This 
innovative movement class features the work 
of John Pepper and is suitable for people with 
neurological conditions that are highly motivated 
to learn solutions for movement di�  culties. 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250-537-5681, 
anna@bonesforever.com
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is 
a body conditioning system that builds � exibility 
and long, lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for 
a deliciously prepared lunch with community 
focused speakers and presentations at the Salt 
Spring Baptist Church, around the back, from 
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

SUPER SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 
1 to 2 p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or 
clairebeariona@yahoo.com.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 to 
12:45 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA — a wellness/� tness movement practice 
that focuses on “feeling better.” The joy of 
dance, the power of martial arts, the � exibility 
and mindfulness of yoga and more. No dance 
experience needed. Classes with Arleen at Antler 
Ridge Dance Studio (211 Horel Rd.) 10:45 to 11:45 
a.m. Info/register: arleensadler@telus.net
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at Fulford 
Elementary. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 
0 to 6 and their caregivers. 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
from Sept. 28 to Nov. 30. 
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 0 
to 6 and caregivers. Come for a bowl of soup! Toy 
library also open. 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-
the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness 
Centre. Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
Alan, 250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 4 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. 
Move with less pain and stress by learning how 
to make any activity more e� ective and more 
enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings his vast 
collection of board games, or you can bring your 
own. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STORYTIME at the library. Drop-in family 
storytime for kids aged 3 to 6 and their caregivers 
at 10:30 a.m. until Dec. 22. 

EVERY SATURDAY 

BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL games are played at Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY 

OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last 
Sunday of every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex. 
7 to 11 p.m. Everyone welcome to alcohol-free 
event with good music and munchies. Info: 
260-653-9856 

EVERY SUNDAY 

KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL games are played at the Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
RED BALL INDOOR TENNIS at Centre Court 
(behind the golf course). Half-court doubles 
games for ages 16 and over. 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura 
- 250-537-0721.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of 
Yoga. 3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of 
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at 
the SS United Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.
saltspring� re.com. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
usually meets on the third Monday of each 
month at the Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m. 
Public welcome. But con� rm meeting dates at 
250-537-4448. 

EVERY MONDAY 

ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT SOUTH END. All aspects of 
� tness are addressed in these classes. Contact 
Trisha, certi� ed personal trainer for details. 9:30-
10:30 a.m. Info: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.
com, 250-653-4656
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George 
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 250-653-
4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION 
GROUP at Family Place. A drop-in for parents of 
babies prenatal to 1 year with weekly speakers. 
Pre-register (familyplace@ssics.ca) for childcare. 
Lunch provided. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual 
co� ee mornings for its members at Penny’s on the 
Green at 10 a.m. 

SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet 
Mondays at All Saints from 6 to 8 p.m. 
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB meets 
to knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. Free. 
Newcomers welcome. Penny’s Pantry on the 
Green. 1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the 
Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are available 
every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.

EVERY MONDAY

TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are 
always welcome.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed 
Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY 
YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at 
the Salt Spring Public Library on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month. 3:30 to 5 p.m.  

EVERY TUESDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome 
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at 
weekly practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 
p.m. Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:00 p.m. 
DROP-IN FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7 
p.m. Bring sneakers and your own hockey stick 
(if you can). 
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall from 
1 to 3 p.m. Drop-ins welcome. Contact Rosamund: 
dupuyonssi@telus.net. 
NIA. See Thursday description, except classes 
are as follows: Salt Spring United Church 
hall from 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. and All Saints 
By-the-Sea upper hall from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Info/
register: arleensadler@telus.net
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost 
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@
mender.ca or meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at Fulford 
Hall from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and at Fernwood 
Elementary School from 6 to 8 p.m. Info: 
ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, search 
and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk 
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
and their children aged 0-6 at Family Place. 12 to 
3 p.m. Come for a bowl of soup! 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at 
SSI Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; and Slow 
Flow class at Salt Spring Centre of Yoga from 4:30 
to 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
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A Male Stripper Parody & Improv Comedy Show

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � 

A SHOW FOR ALL GENDERS… 19+ ONLY
WARNING! 

No extreme nudity, just extreme hilarity!

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � �

Nov. 4th ArtsSpring Theatre  |  For tickets call 250-537-2102
www.thecomicstrippers.com

APPROVED

SEPT 27 AND OCT 18
DW & X

email:
romand36@telus.net

Marine disaster volunteers survive
By GEOFF OLSON
s p e c i a l  t o  t h e  d r i f t w o o d

Fernwood Dock was a hub of activity 
last Wednesday as a slew of local, pro-
vincial and federal organizations joined 
hands to act out the very model of a 
modern major marine disaster. 

“Exercise Salish Sea” involved a simu-
lated car deck fire on a real-world ferry 
anchored in Trincomali Channel.

Weeks earlier, a call had gone out for 
volunteers for the exercise. Crisis actors, 
to be precise.

My day of volunteering began at the 
Farmers’ Institute, watching a roomful 
of participating locals — mostly seniors 
— receive cosmetic treatments. Glass 
shards stuck from one fellow’s bleeding 
head, a piece of pipe projected from one 
woman’s shoulder and another woman 
had her upper right side burned to a 
convincing crisp.

A serious fake injury might result in 
me lying for an interminable stretch 
on a stretcher, looking up at an unpre-
dictable fall sky — certainly enough 
to dampen any actor’s enthusiasm. So 
I had applied online as an unharmed 
“frustrated passenger.”

At the Farmers’ Institute, I received 
a patient information package with 
details about my character, 21-year-old 
James Dean Singh. “You live at home 
with your parents and attend college. 
You have been having trouble with 
depression and this has confirmed to 
you there is no point in living.”

The real James Dean was a method 
actor par excellence. What is my char-
acter’s motivation, I pondered. Or non-
motivation, in this case? Did one of 
those absurdly slow electronic doors 
on the passenger deck of the Salish 
Eagle trigger his going-nowhere mind-
set? Did he welcome the briny blue 
as a safe space as the ferry went up in 
flames?

Mindful this was a serious opera-
tion, I asked some personnel tasked to 
guide volunteers if my character should 
behave resentfully or be generally unco-
operative.

“Sure, go with whatever!”

“The last name is Singh. Should I do 
this with an East Indian accent?” 

“If you like!”
While waiting for buses to transport 

us to Fernwood Dock, I spoke with 
other volunteers with equally chal-
lenging roles to play: a bipolar woman 
whose dog was left on the abandoned 
ferry; a dude with early onset demen-
tia who’d been covertly transporting 
a bale of dope onto rather than out of 
Salt Spring; a BC Ferries employee who 
could have prevented the fire onboard 
and has to witness the rescue scene in 
appalled guilt. 

We filed off the buses onto the Fern-
wood site: the unscarred evacuees shuf-
fling along with the bleeding, burned 
and busted-up. We looked like the cast 

of Walking Dead: The Geezer Edition.  
The skies were thwumping with 

search and rescue helicopters as emer-
gency responders waved us into white 
warming tents. No onboard action for 
us: that distinction went to members 
of Maritime Forces Pacific, who had the 
merry task of sliding down the ferry’s 
rescue chutes. (“Yes, it was fun,” a young 
sailor quietly confided to me.)

Instructed to get in character, we were 
draped in lanyards and processed out of 
the tents to the triage area. A woman at 
a folding table asked if I was okay, and I 
summoned up my best bad-Bollywood 
voice to voice dissatisfaction with the 
rescue and my botched, ferries-assisted 
suicide. (I got my “counselling” later, 
back at the Farmers’ Institute.)

Things got slightly confused about 
roles, according to a few volunteers. 
One with real-life but managed dia-
betes was sitting on the bumper of an 
ambulance next to a volunteer playing 
a diabetic. He quietly gave her direc-
tions on how to make her hands shake 
convincingly. Then, in character as 
a rather vocal passenger, he went to 
alert emergency personnel the woman 
had diabetes and that she could use 
something sugary, like a cookie. They 
rushed over to aid her, and became a 
bit annoyed with him when they dis-
covered the two of them were . . . act-
ing.

Volunteers had earlier been advised 
to say “no duff” if they had any real-
world health issues or other concerns 
during the exercise. It appeared a few 
people at the end of the chain failed 
to get the memo. I heard there were a 
number of misinterpreted situations 
like the above.

But otherwise, from my limited van-
tage point, the whole shebang seemed 
to go rather smoothly, given the large 
numbers of players, from Royal Cana-
dian Marine Search and Rescue to Salt 
Spring BC Ambulance Service person-
nel. Congrats to all involved for the 
successful test of a response that we’ll 
hopefully never see. 

No duff. 

TOp phOTO BY KYlE hEEB; BOTTOM phOTO BY gAil SjuBERg

At top, Fernwood Elementary School kids get a chance to see a Coast guard helicopter up close after it lands 
in the school’s field. Above, Coast guard crews bring “patients” to the staging area from Fernwood Dock. 

phOTO BY gAil SjuBERg

Salt Spring disaster volunteer Melanie 
Morris with realistic-looking burns cre-
ated by make-up waits to be attended to 
by first responders during an emergency 
prep exercise at Fernwood.
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All these dedicated individuals 

make our schools wonderful places to learn.

CONGRATULATIONS 
and thank you from the Board of Education!

November 2017

30 YEARS 
Karen Brown

Gail Bryn-Jones
Cathy Buttery

Rob Griffi th
Bradley (Budd) Kerr

Debra Krause
Jim Lightfoot

Deborah Nostdal
Angela Thomas

25 YEARS
Cedric Barker

John (Bo) Curtis
Sylvia Louwman

Rod Scotvold
Melissa Searcy

20 YEARS
Judy Smith

Randy Wolkowski

15 YEARS
Linda Burgess
Louise Doucet

Shannon Johnston
Ardice McCrea

Mary Ann Schaefer
Nia Williams

Jessica Willows

10 YEARS
Mark Beveridge

Kim Chalmers
Joanne Enns

Rachel FitzZaland
Peri Lavender
Stacy Mitchell

Susan Robinson
Heidi Serra

Leanne Sutherland
Valerie Webb

Margaret (Peggy) Williams

5 YEARS
Tania Aguila

Jennifer Garton-Hamer
Katrin-Liis Graham
Ellen Henderson

Kjell Liem
Navid Niazi

Nicole Oechsner
Guy Reeves

James Ripley
Cindy Rodgers
Siobhan Tarry

Erika Verlinden

Adult tutoring
learning together. 

Let us help you with reading, 
writing, math, computers, with 
high school or college courses, 
ESL, or with forms. Free service.

250.537.9717
125B Rainbow Rd. 
(next to the bike shop)

Open Tuesday - Friday 12pm - 4pm

Salt Spring Literacy
Learn. Grow. Succeed.

where will the 

red blazer

take her? 

St. Margaret’S School www.stmarg.ca  |      #confidentgirls
DAY: JK–GRADE 12  |  BOARDING: GRADE 7–12  |  VICTORIA, BC 

Come for a Visit!
OPEN HOUSE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18

or Contact Us to arrange a private tour  
250.479.7171 | admissions@stmarg.ca

Confident girls.  
Inspiring women.

It’s not about equal opportunity; girls here get every 
opportunity. Established in 1908, SMS provides empowering 

education for girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12. 
(Boarding: Grades 7–12) 

NEW 5-day Boarding Option: 
Meet the world; stay close to home.

Discover the advantages of weekday or full 7-day boarding  
at Western Canada’s only all-girls day & boarding school – 

Canada’s first girls’ STEM school!
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POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

Grads tackle question of ‘what and where to next?’
GISS helps students fi nd 
their way through 
post-secondary maze

BY PAT BURKETTE
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

It takes information gathering, planning, 
goal setting and a dash of “know thyself” for 
a Gulf Islands Secondary School student to 
decide what they want to do after graduation.

GISS counsellors Tony Marshall and Nia Wil-
liams are there to help students fi nd what fi ts. 

“Nia and I have one-on-one interviews with 
all Grade 12 students in which we review tran-
scripts and credits, talk about post-secondary 
plans and provide support when necessary,” 
said Marshall.

The counsellors regularly hold lunchtime 
information sessions about post-secondary 
institutions and scholarships. Students can take 
a fi eld trip to the Canadian Universities Event 
in Victoria to speak to reps from 50 universities 
across Canada. Every fall, GISS hosts a Post Sec-
ondary Institutions BC event with presentations 
from universities and colleges in B.C. 

Maggie Allison, manager of career develop-
ment and community initiatives for SD64, 
said, “For students who like to learn by doing, 
tuition free schooling for apprenticeships can 
be arranged while a student is still registered 
at school.” 

More information on career pathways that 
can be sampled during high school is available 
at http://sd64.bc.ca/careers-and-transitions.

Even with all the help available, graduating 
students can still fi nd it daunting to choose a 
post-secondary path.

Madeline Woodley has always wanted to 
pursue post secondary education. But that 
hasn’t made choosing a specifi c program any 
easier.

“I’m honestly just starting to fi gure out what 
I want to do,” she said. “I’m very torn between 
languages and science.” Added to the mix are 
interests in dance and travel.

“I’ve been trying to sort out the difference 
between my interests and what I want to pur-

sue as a career,” she said. Key to making a 
tentative decision was a recent visit to the UBC 
campus. Woodley said she is very attached to 
the west coast and has become quite inter-
ested in the Department of Earth, Ocean and 
Atmospheric Sciences at UBC.   

Amy Horth has also come to recent conclu-
sions about her post-secondary path, having 
felt anxiety around being unable to fi rm up a 
decision.

“I was really unsure up until September,” 
said Horth, who believes that choices are often 
made based on what students are interested in 
when graduating.

“I’m really interested in languages,” said 
Horth, who is currently learning Korean. She 
is leaning toward earning an arts degree, then 
qualifying as a teacher so that she can teach 
English and travel.

Horth is aware of the challenges that island 
students face when leaving home to attend 
post-secondary education. 

“It’s exciting to be on your own, but it also 

creates fi nancial issues. Literally, your tuition 
is doubled by living off island.” 

Someone well aware of the challenges is 
Eldin Miller-Stead, a former GISS grad who 
is currently in his fourth year of mechanical 
engineering studies at UVic.

“I did poorly in my first year,” he said. “I 
decided to go to BCIT to get my machinist Red 
Seal.” But Miller-Stead soon got passionate 
about design and pursued engineering. His 
co-op program allows him to continue appren-
ticing as a machinist.

“With machining, you’re not in control of the 
creative process and that process is what gives 

me satisfaction,” he said. He’s already designed 
and machined a mechanical crane to extend 
the back stay for a 70-foot sailboat, which 
worked well on a month-long race to Hawaii. 

As for economic realities, Miller-Stead had 
to live in his car on campus during September 
this year before he could fi nd an affordable 
place in Victoria. 

His advice for grads?
“You might not have the passion for your 

chosen field right away,” he said, “but you 

have to have the passion at some point.”
Perhaps a graphic of two arrows shared by 

Allison best sums up the hurdles students face 
in fi nding their passion.

The fi rst arrow slants upward with the cap-
tion: Success — What People Think it Looks 
Like.

The second arrow looks more like the path 
many students will follow through life. It has 
a shaft bent into a swirl of loops with the cap-
tion: Success — What it Really Looks Like. 

“You might not have the 
passion for your chosen � eld 
right away, but you have to 
have the passion at some 
point.” 
ELDIN MILLER-STEAD
UVic mechanical engineering student

LIFELONG LEARNING

Literacy offers varied services
Salt Spring Literacy’s goal is to promote literacy on Salt Spring through building 

awareness, collaborative partnerships and service provision so that people can 
participate more fully in society. Some of the free programs the not-for-pro� t 
society o� ers are:

� LEARNING TOGETHER 
Adult learners are matched with volunteer 

tutors with compatible interests, needs and avail-
ability. The location, time, duration, content and 
goals of the tutoring sessions are determined by 
the learner-tutor pair. Pairs work on ESL skills, high 
school or college coursework, reading, writing or 
math. We have supported learners to compete 
their Grade 12, as well as college and university 
courses. All tutoring is provided for free by our vol-
unteers. Many of them are retired professionals. 

� ONE-TO-ONE READING
The One-To-One Reading program sends vol-

unteer tutors into local elementary schools twice 
a year in October and February for 12-week sup-
port sessions for students. Students read to vol-
unteer tutors three to four times a week in the 
session, which provides a real boost to their skills. 

� DROP-IN COMPUTER LAB
Salt Spring Literacy operates a small computer 

lab, with three computers, open to the public 
during our operating hours.

� COMPUTER TUTORING
Computer tutoring is available on Wednes-

days by appointment with volunteer tutors.

� EXAM INVIGILATION
We invigilate exams for many institutions. 

� FRIENDLY READERS
Our Friendly Reader program sends volunteers 

into seniors’ residences or private homes to read 
to older adults who can no longer do so. Volun-
teers usually visit once a week.

For more information, to request help, 
or to volunteer, please call us at 250-537-9717 

or email  info@saltspringliteracy.org.
PHOTO BY PAT BURKETTE

Amy Horth, left, and Madeline Woodley are in their fi nal year of high school at 
GISS and trying to determine their post-secondary educational paths. 
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Grads tackle question of ‘what and where to next?’
GISS helps students fi nd 
their way through 
post-secondary maze

BY PAT BURKETTE
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

It takes information gathering, planning, 
goal setting and a dash of “know thyself” for 
a Gulf Islands Secondary School student to 
decide what they want to do after graduation.

GISS counsellors Tony Marshall and Nia Wil-
liams are there to help students fi nd what fi ts. 

“Nia and I have one-on-one interviews with 
all Grade 12 students in which we review tran-
scripts and credits, talk about post-secondary 
plans and provide support when necessary,” 
said Marshall.

The counsellors regularly hold lunchtime 
information sessions about post-secondary 
institutions and scholarships. Students can take 
a fi eld trip to the Canadian Universities Event 
in Victoria to speak to reps from 50 universities 
across Canada. Every fall, GISS hosts a Post Sec-
ondary Institutions BC event with presentations 
from universities and colleges in B.C. 

Maggie Allison, manager of career develop-
ment and community initiatives for SD64, 
said, “For students who like to learn by doing, 
tuition free schooling for apprenticeships can 
be arranged while a student is still registered 
at school.” 

More information on career pathways that 
can be sampled during high school is available 
at http://sd64.bc.ca/careers-and-transitions.

Even with all the help available, graduating 
students can still fi nd it daunting to choose a 
post-secondary path.

Madeline Woodley has always wanted to 
pursue post secondary education. But that 
hasn’t made choosing a specifi c program any 
easier.

“I’m honestly just starting to fi gure out what 
I want to do,” she said. “I’m very torn between 
languages and science.” Added to the mix are 
interests in dance and travel.

“I’ve been trying to sort out the difference 
between my interests and what I want to pur-

sue as a career,” she said. Key to making a 
tentative decision was a recent visit to the UBC 
campus. Woodley said she is very attached to 
the west coast and has become quite inter-
ested in the Department of Earth, Ocean and 
Atmospheric Sciences at UBC.   

Amy Horth has also come to recent conclu-
sions about her post-secondary path, having 
felt anxiety around being unable to fi rm up a 
decision.

“I was really unsure up until September,” 
said Horth, who believes that choices are often 
made based on what students are interested in 
when graduating.

“I’m really interested in languages,” said 
Horth, who is currently learning Korean. She 
is leaning toward earning an arts degree, then 
qualifying as a teacher so that she can teach 
English and travel.

Horth is aware of the challenges that island 
students face when leaving home to attend 
post-secondary education. 

“It’s exciting to be on your own, but it also 

creates fi nancial issues. Literally, your tuition 
is doubled by living off island.” 

Someone well aware of the challenges is 
Eldin Miller-Stead, a former GISS grad who 
is currently in his fourth year of mechanical 
engineering studies at UVic.

“I did poorly in my first year,” he said. “I 
decided to go to BCIT to get my machinist Red 
Seal.” But Miller-Stead soon got passionate 
about design and pursued engineering. His 
co-op program allows him to continue appren-
ticing as a machinist.

“With machining, you’re not in control of the 
creative process and that process is what gives 

me satisfaction,” he said. He’s already designed 
and machined a mechanical crane to extend 
the back stay for a 70-foot sailboat, which 
worked well on a month-long race to Hawaii. 

As for economic realities, Miller-Stead had 
to live in his car on campus during September 
this year before he could fi nd an affordable 
place in Victoria. 

His advice for grads?
“You might not have the passion for your 

chosen field right away,” he said, “but you 

have to have the passion at some point.”
Perhaps a graphic of two arrows shared by 

Allison best sums up the hurdles students face 
in fi nding their passion.

The fi rst arrow slants upward with the cap-
tion: Success — What People Think it Looks 
Like.

The second arrow looks more like the path 
many students will follow through life. It has 
a shaft bent into a swirl of loops with the cap-
tion: Success — What it Really Looks Like. 

“You might not have the 
passion for your chosen � eld 
right away, but you have to 
have the passion at some 
point.” 
ELDIN MILLER-STEAD
UVic mechanical engineering student

LIFELONG LEARNING

Literacy offers varied services
Salt Spring Literacy’s goal is to promote literacy on Salt Spring through building 

awareness, collaborative partnerships and service provision so that people can 
participate more fully in society. Some of the free programs the not-for-pro� t 
society o� ers are:

� LEARNING TOGETHER 
Adult learners are matched with volunteer 

tutors with compatible interests, needs and avail-
ability. The location, time, duration, content and 
goals of the tutoring sessions are determined by 
the learner-tutor pair. Pairs work on ESL skills, high 
school or college coursework, reading, writing or 
math. We have supported learners to compete 
their Grade 12, as well as college and university 
courses. All tutoring is provided for free by our vol-
unteers. Many of them are retired professionals. 

� ONE-TO-ONE READING
The One-To-One Reading program sends vol-

unteer tutors into local elementary schools twice 
a year in October and February for 12-week sup-
port sessions for students. Students read to vol-
unteer tutors three to four times a week in the 
session, which provides a real boost to their skills. 

� DROP-IN COMPUTER LAB
Salt Spring Literacy operates a small computer 

lab, with three computers, open to the public 
during our operating hours.

� COMPUTER TUTORING
Computer tutoring is available on Wednes-

days by appointment with volunteer tutors.

� EXAM INVIGILATION
We invigilate exams for many institutions. 

� FRIENDLY READERS
Our Friendly Reader program sends volunteers 

into seniors’ residences or private homes to read 
to older adults who can no longer do so. Volun-
teers usually visit once a week.

For more information, to request help, 
or to volunteer, please call us at 250-537-9717 

or email  info@saltspringliteracy.org.
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Amy Horth, left, and Madeline Woodley are in their fi nal year of high school at 
GISS and trying to determine their post-secondary educational paths. 
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Open for Breakfast every day at 9am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day” Happy Mothers Day! 
Serving Brunch from 8am until 2pm. Dinner until 9pm

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

save up to 50% Off
On Selected In-Stock Items

We Carry:
Cell Phones | Home Phones | Cables | Batteries

Cell Phone Cases & Accessories | Networking Supplies
Bluetooth Devices | Laptops | Printers | Monitors 

Computer Parts | Media Players| & So Much More !
Services:

Cell Phone | Home Phone (land line) | Satellite | Internet

SALE!
Stop in and Save 
on Electronics
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ART REVIEW 

Painters Guild celebrates 45 years behind the brush
Mahon Hall show on 
through Saturday

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Painters Guild is 
back where it all started this week, 
with a short but sweet exhibition at 
Mahon Hall marking 45 years of com-
munal learning and art making.

Members of the guild past and 
present were invited to show one 
favourite piece for the event titled 
Our Best Work (So Far), and the vari-
ety is subsequently even greater than 

one sees at a regular guild exhibition. 
In addition to different styles, tech-
niques and mediums, the works may 
have been produced by new guild 
members putting techniques they 
learned this year to good effect, or 
they could have been done closer to 
the group’s founding back in 1972.

In a short welcome speech at Sat-
urday’s opening reception, current 
guild president Bernadette Mertens-
McAllister highlighted the commu-
nity aspect of the show.

“There’s no judgement, there’s no 
prizes, it’s just art coming from the 
heart, and I’m so pleased to be part of 

it,” she said.
With the Painters Guild making 

its official home at ArtSpring since 
2002 (after supplying the gallery lights 
through a major fundraiser in 1994), 
the group has fortunately had space 
to hold on to its archival materials. A 
fun part of the show therefore takes 
place in Mahon Hall’s side room, 
where displays showcase key events 
in the group’s history, some influ-
ential instructors of the early years, 
photo albums and even examples of 
past Driftwood coverage.  

In addition to the history lesson, 
of course, is the celebratory aspect of 
the show. Past president Milan Ste-
vulak observed the exhibition poses 
an interesting contrast to the last 
event to fill the Mahon Hall space; 
while the Salt Spring National Art 
Prize brought in artists from across 
the nation who are engaging on con-
temporary issues, the Painters Guild 
show reveals the exploration of art as 
a means of expression. Above all, the 
show demonstrates a strong sense 
of community, and how its members 
have learned and worked together 
over time. 

There are over 100 pieces of art on 
display, and as usual with a group 
that boasts over 100 members, there 
is something for everyone regardless 
of personal taste. On the historical 
note, one can find charming lino-
cut prints of wildlife, which suit the 
subject matter with the simple treat-
ment in brown ink on cream paper 
— some of the earliest pieces in the 
show, produced by guild co-founder 
Olive Clayton. 

Longtime member Rosemary 
Partridge shares her charming pas-
tel work Old Barn, New Life, a scene 
of owl and owlets that also capital-
izes on warm, natural tones of brown 

and cream, here found in feathers 
and wood grain. Barbara Dearing, 
a staunch member of many years, 
makes good use of expressive, 
abstracted, wide and loose brush-
work to suggest a polar bear’s shaggy 
pelt in contrast to sharp black eyes 
and nose.

Stevulak has been moving from 
representational to abstract styles in 
recent years and shows a beautiful 
marriage of the two in After the Rain. 
The painting suggests a city-scape 
refl ection in wide wet street, with a 
pleasingly graphic division of space 
that makes for a dynamic composi-
tion. 

Don Hodgins is another longtime 
member and has brought out one 
of his best so far in the watercolour 
and charcoal drawing Engrossed. A 
member of the Federation of Canadi-
an Artists, Hodgins has mastered the 
subtle line and shading that allows 
the mere suggestion of form to carry 
depth and character.

Kristin Shoolbraid was an instruc-
tor for guild sessions as far back as 
1981. Her piece at the show is a mar-
vel of colour, with an outsized, spent 
wild rose blossom dominating the 
canvas. It’s set off by a field of cir-
cular blue fl owers. With their green 
and gold centres and tubular shape, 
they demonstrate how the anemone 
seemingly crossed from fi eld to sea.

Betty Rideout, who is apparent-
ly showing for the first time ever, 
impresses both by scope of project 
and results, with a realist painting of 
an arbutus tree that towers over the 
viewer.

The Mahon Hall show is a quick 
one with Salt Spring Community 
Theatre coming in right behind, so 
viewers have just until the end of Sat-
urday to get there. Hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily. 

John Threlfall offers an illustrated 
talk on Nov. 4 at 2:30 p.m. on Guilds, 
Collectives & Movements: A Short 
History of Artist Groups. 

CONCERT 

Great Plains play
Saturday night at All Saints

A concert with Saskia and Darrel, better known as 
The Great Plains, will take place at  All Saints By-the-
Sea on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m. 

The couple are no strangers to Salt Spring and 
their fabulous Canadian music with folk, Celtic, 
bluegrass, country and gospel fl avours guarantees 
a lively evening. 

“The Great Plains is a veteran touring act that 
performs throughout all of Canada and Western 
Europe,” states a press release from All Saints. “They 
have an easy, crowd-friendly style that instantly 
endears them to any audience. This is true Cana-
diana; real songs, drenched in our culture and 
heritage delivered in comfortable, highly skilled sets 
with oodles of self-poking humour.

“They delight their audience with tales about 
grain elevators, war brides, patchwork quilts 
and history makers such as Louis Riel and David 
Thompson. They will share tender songs about their 
spiritual journey or break into Swiss yodelling, sing 
in Gaelic, Dutch, German or French, all with unfor-
gettable and beautiful melodies.”

Tickets are available at the door. 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

Opening night crowd enjoys Painters Guild show at Mahon Hall. 
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Stock up for your holiday gatherings 
and gift giving with our in-store specials.

Buy one, get one FREE! 
Juliette/Blue Juliette!

Customer Appreciation Event
Sunday, Nov. 5th 10-5pm

and gift giving with our in-store specials.

Customer Appreciation Event

Save 
30% 

on selected 
cheese

and gift giving with our in-store specials.

Customer Appreciation Event

20% 
off 

local retail 
products

285 Reynolds Rd,Salt Spring Island • 250 653 2300

Enjoy FREE coffee, FREE hot chocolate, 
cookies and of course, FREE sampling!

....................

rtSpring 
Presents

FRI NOV 10 

7:30 pm | bar 6:30 pm
Adults $25 | Youth $5

proudly sponsored by 
Joan Farlinger and Salt Spring Coffee

www.artspring.ca

FRI NOV 10

7:30 pm | bar 6:30 pm
Adults $25 | Youth $5

www.artspring.ca
proudly sponsored by

Joan Farlinger and Salt Spring Coffee

Adults $25 | Youth $5

www.artspring.ca

rtSpring
Presents

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Mike Davy

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

lIVE tHEatrE 

Local one-act comedies set for Mahon Hall
Sid Filkow and Scott 
Merrick double bill 
opens Nov. 10

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Community The-
atre is tapping into some home-
grown material for its fall offer-
ing, with two one-act comedies 
by local playwrights sharing the 
stage in one entertaining pro-
gram.

Salt Spring Blues, written and 
directed by Sid Filkow, is a med-
itation on real estate, divorce 
and the intersection of the two 
in island life. Scott Merrick gets 
writer/director credits for Moth-
er’s Nature (telephone conversa-
tions with my mother), based 
on a series of memorable events 
with a remarkable real-life char-
acter. The double bill opens its 
two-weekend run Friday, Nov. 10 
at Mahon Hall.

“I think in both plays people 
are going to recognize them-
selves or others quite easily,” 
Merrick said.

“In some ways they’re both 
contemporary, but the themes 
are pretty universal and con-
stant,” Filkow added.

The combo marks the first 
time in many years that Salt 
Spring writers have been on the 
Community Theatre program. 
Filkow’s first experience with 
the stage actually came through 
Community Theatre’s nascent 
group, just after he moved to the 
island in 1981. A small part in 
Play it Again, Sam inspired him 

to write and perform more, but 
most of his work since then has 
been self-produced or done in 
partnership with the late Arvid 
Chalmers.

Filkow first produced Salt 
Spring Blues at ArtSpring some 
10 to 12 years ago, and it made 
a splash during SSCT’s annual 
script-reading exercise for the 
year ahead. The play centres on 
the idea of “communication and 
a lack thereof,” and examines 
the inability of couples to com-
municate effectively over time. 

While in many ways the situa-
tions are universal, some aspects 
the characters must deal with 
are unique to Salt Spring. Their 
problems may be familiar to 
audiences who saw another play 

co-written by Filkow, Paradise 
Lots.

“It’s some adventures of peo-
ple moving to and away from 
Salt Spring, and their hopes, 
dreams, expectations and fan-
tasies,” Filkow said. “It’s an eve-
ning of laughs, but also some 
touching bits. There are some 
very serious moments happen-
ing to these people.”

While all the characters and 
situations are “strictly fictional,” 
Salt Spring Blues is steeped in 
familiar personality types — so 
much so that viewers may think 
Filkow is writing about them.

“If anyone sees themselves up 
there, all I can say is ‘If the shoe 
fits, wear it,’” Filkow joked.

Merrick’s 25-minute piece 

stems from a series of actual 
phone conversations with his 
mother, a woman who was high-
ly intelligent and attached to her 
two children but didn’t interpret 
the world around her the way 
most people do, and therefore 
didn’t act that way either.

“She had a knack of getting 
into situations that she then 
had to phone us to get out of,” 
Merrick said. “The things she 
did and the things we talked 
about were quite funny. They 
weren’t on the phone, but they 
were afterward.”

The conversations reproduced 
on stage take place at different 
times and are snapshots of a 
relationship. The audience gets 
to know the characters through 
their different conversations, 
rather than following a devel-
oping situation. The pastiche 
nature of the script may have 
made it more challenging for the 
actors, but Merrick said Daniel 
Squizzato and Lynne Terry have 
fully embraced the material and 
the characters.

“The two people playing me 
and my mom are wonderful. 
They make me laugh — and I 
wrote the lines,” Merrick said. 

Community Theatre’s fall per-
formance dates are Nov. 10 and 
11 and then Nov. 16 to 18 at 7:30 
p.m., plus one 2 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday, Nov. 12. There is a 
special ticket price for opening 
night.

In addition to Squizzato and 
Terry, the program features Dave 
French, Fiona Walls, Rosita Lar-
rain, Saint McColl, Vera Algoet 
and Amy Haysom.

danCE 

Ballet Victoria’s Dracula ready for impact
Dance students get extra 
learning opportunies

Islanders should prepare to be seduced 
by an eerily evocative ballet that will bite 
deeply into their soul when Ballet Victoria 
performs next Friday, Nov. 10. 

The group presents Dracula at ArtSpring 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

“This beautiful performance explores 
mankind’s appetite for immortality and 
eternal youth as well as the need to escape 

from reality, which can lead to a discon-
nect and a path towards addictions,” 
explains Jessica Beck, ArtSpring’s market-
ing manager. “Like alcohol or drugs, Drac-
ula must be invited by the person to meet 
their demise at his hand. This allegory still 
holds true today. Only love and a sense of 
connection and support can bring one 
back from the dark side.”

In an ongoing effort to provide Salt 
Spring youth with excellent opportuni-
ties to learn from visiting artists, a master 
class will be offered to GISS/GISPA stu-

dents with Ballet Victoria’s lead dancers on 
Thursday, Nov. 9. 

Additionally, the company will offer a 
unique professional development oppor-
tunity to local dance students to attend 
an open rehearsal on Friday, Nov. 10. The 
company class is from 12 noon to 1:30 p.m. 
followed by a run-through from 2 to 4 p.m. 

A post-show talk-back with dancers will 
follow the 7:30 p.m. performance on Fri-
day.  The bar opens at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets to the show are available online 
at artspring.ca or at ArtSpring’s box office. 

PhOtO cOuRtESY SSct

Playwrights Sid Filkow, left, and Scott Merrick.

fInE art 

Visiting artists make the most of island time   
First public event 
this Saturday 

The second season of AiR 
— the Salt Spring Arts Coun-
cil’s artist in residence pro-
gram — is well underway. 

Four creative artists, each 
involved in a different dis-
cipline, were chosen by a 
jury process to come to Salt 
Spring in the 2017-18 season.

Sculptor and printmaker 

Fatima Garzan, whose regu-
lar art practice is based in 
Kitchener, Ont., has been 
on the island since Oct. 14. 
According to AiR’s Marga-
ret Day, she is focusing on 
process and materials, cre-
ating print-based sculpture 
and exploring the tempo-
ral nature of experimental 
work. 

Award-winning documen-
tary photographer Greg Con-
stantine will use his four-

month residency beginning 
this month to develop and 
craft the raw materials from 
a multi-year project explor-
ing and exposing the impact 
of immigration detention 
on refugees, asylum seekers 
and migrants from around 
the world for upcoming 
exhibitions in Geneva and 
Kuala Lumpur in 2018.

Still to come this winter are 
Margaret Nazon, a beading 
artist from Tsiigehtchic, NWT 

and Regan Shrum, a curator 
from Victoria. 

AiR will also host Judy 
Anderson, the winner of the 
2017 SSNAP Joan McConnell 
Award, at a time of her choos-
ing, still to be determined.

The first AiR event of this 
season open to the public 
is a presentation by Garzan 
and Constantine on Saturday, 
Nov. 4 at 2:30 p.m. in the Salt 
Spring Public Library Pro-
gram Room.  

WHAT’S ON
page 14
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  CINEMA

• Victoria and Abdul — Held over! The true story of a friendship between 
Queen Victoria (Judi Dench) and Abdul, a young clerk travelling from India. 
They forge an alliance that her household and inner circle try to destroy.
• Live from Broadway to Cinemas: Cyrano de Bergerac — Soldier 
and poet Cyrano de Bergerac (Kevin Kline) is in love with Roxane (Jennifer 
Garner), but he’s too ashamed to admit it because of his big nose. One day 
only, Thurs., Nov. 16 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca for 
tickets.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Cinda Helm presents painting series titled Coffee Girls at Salt Spring 
Gallery from Nov. 3 to 22, with opening reception on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 
5 to 7 p.m.
• Salt Spring Painters Guild celebrates 45 years with an exhibit called 
Our Best Work (So Far) at Mahon Hall, running until Saturday, Nov. 4, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Special art talk by John Threlfall runs on Sat., 
Nov. 4 at 2:30 p.m. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• An exhibit titled 150 Years and Counting: Fighting for Justice on the 
Coast is in the Salt Spring Public Library Program Room through 
November, with an opening event on Friday, Nov. 3 from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Professor John Price of the University of Victoria gives a talk on Wed., Nov. 
8 at 2 p.m.
• Gallery 8 presents Four: Autumn Exhibition 2017 featuring Kathy Venter, 
Bill Boyd, Gillian McConnell, Deon Venter daily through Nov. 2. 
• Fault Line Projects presents J Robert Moss — Painting, Photography, 
Video Soundscape — until Nov. 3. 
• Salty Pear Gallery on Rainbow Road hosts Damazu Studio - Natural 
Tendencies on Thursdays through Saturdays until Dec. 1.
• A new release of work by the estate of LeRoy Jensen can be seen at Gulf 
Island Picture Framing. 

Wed.  Nov. 1
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Sue 
Newman. 
Actor, dancer, singer performs 
at All Saints. 2:10 p.m. Plus 
Scrooge cast-mates make a 
guest appearance. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Mother Goose.
Join Nomi and Hannah on 
Wednesdays in the Salt 
Spring Library Program Room 
for Parent-Child Mother 
Goose, with songs, rhymes 
and playtime. 10:30 a.m. to 
noon.
Volunteer Recruitment 
Fair.
Presented by Volunteer 
and Community Resources 
(VCR) and the Salt Spring 
Island Public Library. Drop by 
ArtSpring for refreshments 
and to browse over 25 booths 
of volunteer opportunities 
from many local volunteer-
run organizations. 1 to 4 p.m.
Advance Care Planning 
Workshop.
Free workshop offered by Salt 
Spring Hospice at Meaden 
Hall from 2 to 4 p.m.
Poetry Reading Group.
Poetry reading group meets 
in Room 103 of the Salt 
Spring Public Library from 
3 to 4:30 p.m. on the first 
and third Wednesdays of 
each month. New members 
welcome.
SongJam.
Pub-style sing-along to 
the soundtrack of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Thu.  Nov. 2
 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee.
Meeting agenda includes public 
hearing on Fulford Landing 
Marina at 9:35 a.m., Community 
Stewardship Award presenta-
tion to Bob Weeden at 12 noon, 
trustee reports and town hall 
at 12:40 p.m. and applications 
starting at 1:15. Lions Hall.
Poetry Open Mic With 
Featured Poet D.S. Stymeist.
At the Salt Spring Public Library. 
Reader sign-up at 6:45. One 
poem per reader. Open mic at 
7 p.m. with featured poet at 
7:30 p.m. Stymeist’s work was 
featured as the Parliamentary 
Poet Laureate’s Poem of the 
Month and was short-listed for 
Vallum’s 2015 poetry prize. 
Open Mic Night.
Moby’s. 8:30 p.m.

Fri.  Nov. 3
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

House Concert: Karen 
Savoca & Pete Heitzman.
New York duo performs at 
concert hosted by Lisa Dahling 
at Over the Rainbow B&B, 310 
Isabella Point Rd. 7 p.m. Part 
of the Red Cedar Circuit of the 
HOME ROUTES tour. Info: coast-
aldahling@gmail.com.

Fri.  Nov. 3
 ACTIVITIES

Bridge Tournament 
Fundraiser.
Fundraiser for Kenyan school 
uniforms. All Saints By-the-
Sea lower hall. 1 to 4 p.m. 
Great food, door prizes, and 
silent auction. Info: Lynda, 
250-931-1214.
150 Years and Counting: 
Fighting for Justice on the 
Coast.
Opening event for historical 
exhibition of materials related 
to the ongoing struggle of 
First Nations, Asian Canadians 
and their allies fighting for 
justice on the Pacific Coast in 
the face of colonial dispos-
session and racist exclusions. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 3 
to 4 p.m. 

Migratory Birds on the 
West Coast: The Marvels 
and the Perils.
Learn the astonishing facts 
of these wondrous and 
perilous journeys with Stan 
Senner, vice president of bird 
conservation in the Pacific 
Flyway for the National 
Audubon Society. ArtSpring. 
7 to 9:15 p.m. The event is 
a fall fundraiser for the Salt 
Spring Island Conservancy and 
will include a silent auction 
beginning at 6:30, which will 
run through intermission and 
close 10 minutes after the 
talk.

Sat.  Nov. 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Concert with The Great 
Plains. Canadian duo plays 
folk, Celtic, bluegrass, country 
and gospel. All Saints By-the-
Sea. 7 p.m.
The Comic Strippers. Award-
winning comedy improv by 
some of Canada’s top comedi-
ans. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Johnny Cash Tribute Night.
Hosted by the Legion beginning 
at 8 p.m.
Caleb Hart & the Royal 
Youths with Buckman Coe.
Live music at Moby’s. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Cookies For Christmas and 
More . . .Buy holiday cookies, 
cards and crafts at Greenwoods 
fundraiser at Braehaven (137 
Blain Rd.) 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Ganges Harbourwalk 
Consultation Open House.
Community invited to share visions 
for the properties along the next 
phase of the Ganges Harbourwalk. 
Lions Hall. 1 to 5 p.m.
Guilds, Collectives & 
Movements: A Short History 
of Artist Groups. Visual art 
talk presented by John Threlfall, 
communication and special 
projects officer of UVic’s fine 
art department, at Mahon Hall. 
2:30 p.m. Part of the Salt Spring 
Island Painters Guild’s 45th 
anniversary celebrations.
Artists in Residence 
Presentation. Ontario sculptor 
and printmaker Fatima Garzan 
and international, award-
winning documentary photog-
rapher Greg Constantine give a 
presentation about their work 
at the Salt Spring Public Library. 
2:30 p.m. 

Sat.  Nov. 4
  ACTIVITIES

Art Opening: Cinda Helm.
Cinda Helm presents painting 
series Coffee Girls at Salt Spring 
Gallery. Exhibition runs Nov. 3 
to 22, with opening reception 
Saturday from 5 to 7 p.m.

Susan Musgrave and the Tipi 
Ten Workshop Poets. Susan 
Musgrave and guest poets—
The Tipi-Ten: Tina Biello, Barbara 
Botham, Charlotte Caron, 
Marlene Dean, Diana Hayes, 
Libby King, Janet Miller, Mary 
Ann Moore, Rena Patrick and 
Linda Thompson. Refreshments 
& books for sale. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 7 p.m.

Sun.  Nov. 5
 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Unitarian 
Fellowship.
Amanda Tarling speaks on 
Physical Health and Spiritual 
Practice at Salt Spring Seniors 
Centre. 10:30 a.m. Childminder 
available and visitors welcome.
Salt Spring United Women’s 
Soccer Game. Div. 3 women 
host Vic West at Portlock Park. 
12:30 p.m. kick-off. 
Red Ball Tennis. New season 
of Red Ball tennis begins at 
Centre Court indoor tennis facil-
ity. Up to four mini-courts can 
be used. Every Sunday from 3 
to 5 p.m. 

Mon.  Nov. 6
 ACTIVITIES  
Basic Foodsafe Course. With 
Sheri Nielson at the Harbour 
House Hotel. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Register: 250-537-1883.

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Packing Party.
The Mothers of Preschoolers 
Group hosts a shoebox packing 
party for Operation Christmas 
Child at Community Gospel 
Chapel from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Everyone is welcome to 
participate either by bringing a 
completed shoebox or by sup-
plying extra goodies to help fill 
shoeboxes.

Tue.  Nov. 7
 ACTIVITIES  
Veterans’ Luncheon.
Veterans and an escort/guest 
only invited to Meaden Hall for 
a lunch by the Legion. Lunch at 
1 p.m., no-host refreshments 
at noon. RSVP by Nov. 3 to 
250-537-5822, Legion bar or 
legionbr92rdc@gmail.com. 

Wed.  Nov. 8
 ACTIVITIES

Art Talk for 150 Years and 
Counting: Fighting for 
Justice on the Coast.
Talk by UVic professor 
John Price accompanies 
exhibit at Salt Spring Public 
Library. Co-sponsored by, and 
at the monthly meeting of, the 
Salt Spring Island Historical 
Society. 2 to 3 p.m. 
Mother Goose.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Nov. 3rd  - 7th   Fri. to Tues. 7pm    
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

VICTORIA
&ABDUL

1hr. 51 min.
Rating: PG

starring 
Judi Dench Live from Broadway to 

Cinemas starring Kevin Klein 
and Jennifer Garner
One day only 
Thurs. Nov. 16th   
3pm matinee and 7pm 

DE BERGERAC

held over Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Cookies for Christmas  
and More…

Christmas craft and bake sale at Braehaven
Saturday, November 4th

10am to 3pm
A Greenwoods/Braehaven fundraiser 
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Fatima Garzan gives an AiR talk on Saturday.
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please contact us at: 

250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity
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The Seasonal
Flu Shot

DOWNTOWN 
250-537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION
 250-538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

Get your 
flu shot now at 
Pharmasave!
Cost is $26.99 or free for 

eligible customers 

walk-ins welcome at the 
downtown store. appointments 
required at the uptown store.

L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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CALL GAIL
OR ELIZABETH 

IF YOU SEE 
NEWS HAPPENING 

2505379933

COMMUNICATIONS 

Island’s radio club joins major testing event
Amateur communications prove 
key to response situations

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Island Amateur Radio Club 
hams were part of a continental simulation 
exercise last month when the Canadian and 
American national associations performed a 
joint testing exercise.

Member clubs with the American Radio Relay 
League and Radio Amateurs of Canada came 
up with unique scenarios that could realisti-
cally happen in their home communities and 
practised conveying information to the right 
authorities on Oct. 11. Data from all the events is 
being collected and collated to judge emergency 
response capabilities.

Paul Weston, president of the Salt Spring club, 
came up with a situation that would impact mul-
tiple agencies by staging a disaster at Central. In 
his imagining that started with a washout just 
west of the intersection, complications would 
take out telephone lines and power poles, back 
up and eventually stop traffi c through the entire 
North End and cause medical emergencies. 
RCMP, BC Hydro, BC Ambulance Service, Lady 
Minto Hospital, MainRoad, North Salt Spring 
Waterworks, Salt Spring Transit, BC Ferries, Salt 
Spring Fire-Rescue, Telus, Shaw and Salt Spring 
Parks and Recreation would all be impacted.

The Oct. 11 exercise involved radio operators 
passing on key information on air and over the 
phone and seeing if it arrived accurately. Weston 
said from the point of view of member opera-
tions, the event went perfectly. However, it did 
point out some defi ciencies in the way services 
and access to the North End funnel through 
Central.

“The scenario was a little bizarre, but totally 
possible,” Weston said. “Part of it is the evolution 
of the island and how that’s played out. Every-
thing goes through there: power, water, com-
munications. Anything could happen there and 
it would be a potential disaster.”

Setting up the exercise also pointed out poten-
tial difficulties during an emergency. Weston 

said most agencies were cooperative when he 
reached them to explain what they’d be doing. 
The problem was getting to a real person in the 
first place in today’s world of robot-operated 
menus. As well, few of the agencies had consid-
ered how their services meshed with others in 
the area.

Amateur radio is regulated in Canada by the 
federal government through Innovation, Science 
and Economic Development Canada. The fi rst 
level of authorization provides operators with 
their own call sign and allows them to operate 
on all amateur radio frequencies above 30 MHz. 
Subsequent levels permit things like operating 
on additional frequency bands, building and 
operating transmitting equipment, sponsoring a 
club station, running higher power and operating 
one’s own repeater station. 

Salt Spring’s amateur radio club has been active 
in some form or another for more than 100 years. 
There are around 60 registered amateur radio 
users on Salt Spring, but only 32 are active in the 
club, Weston said. Some island users are likely 
registered for communications on the water only.

Salt Spring Island Amateur Radio Club has 
worked closely in the past with local emergency 
responders, although things have changed with 
centralization of the Capital Regional District’s 
emergency services program. The club now has 
an informal partnership with Salt Spring Search 
and Rescue for some communication operations. 

While many agencies now base their emer-
gency response systems on cellular and satellite 
phones, Weston said those networks are particu-
larly vulnerable to overload. Service was out for 96 
per cent of cellular telephone sites in Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Maria, and land lines were also 
knocked out. Local radio operators point out the 

Gulf Islands are somewhat analogous to Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands in terms of hav-
ing less infrastructure than mainland communi-
ties to begin with and then being isolated after a 
major storm, earthquake or other event. 

There are other positive correlations to be 
learned, though. Radio operators in Puerto Rico 
were able to communicate with a special two-
metre frequency despite losing their repeaters. 
The American Red Cross Headquarters recruited 
50 amateur radio operators to help record and 
submit survivor information. 

A similar situation could arise in the Gulf 
Islands. If a major disaster affected a large part of 
the region, repair efforts would likely concentrate 
in the larger centres fi rst. 

“In a disaster, everyone who was around would 
go to their station. Our members can be mobile 
and are often independent of the power grid, and 
we can cover a large amount of the island,” said 
club member Jon Healy, noting they have seven 
repeaters established on island high spots. “Many 
of the operators have equipment at their homes 
that can be used as a repeater as well.”

Having an amateur organization that’s not 
bound by bureaucracy or protocols but is com-
mitted to helping is therefore a potential benefi t 
to island emergency response. Local manage-
ment and knowledge could be crucial during an 
emergency. 

“We do what we have to do, which is a tremen-
dous freedom,” Weston said. “It’s altruistic and it’s 
at our peril in some cases. It’s our way of giving 
back to the community.”

Radio club members worked with SAR com-
munications during a multi-agency exercise near 
Fernwood last Wednesday, Oct. 25. (See stories on 
pages 1 and 9.) The club has also been working on 
closing gaps in its network.

“All these exercises help the agencies work 
together. We have a really robust amateur com-
munication network on the island, and with 
more discussion and coordination it will get bet-
ter and better,” Healy said. 

The amateur radio club has frequent coffee 
meetings and has its formal meetings once a 
month. For more information, call Weston at 250-
537-6360.

PHOTOS BY GAIL SJUBERG

ESTEEMED VISITORS: The Canada C3 expedition’s Polar Prince prepares to unload visitors to Salt Spring on Day 148 of its 150-day voyage to 
75 communities on Canada’s three coasts between Toronto and Victoria. One of those was Lillian Howard,  who is of Nuu-chah-nulth, Kwakwak’wakw 
and Tlingit ancestry and was part of a presentation by expedition members to students at GISS. 

“Our members can be mobile and 
are often independent of the 
power grid . . . .” 
JON HEALY
SSI Amateur Radio Club member
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here’s 
my card

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

#1 AD
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250-538-7225
csweetchimneysweep@gmail.com

WETT Certified, Inspections
Insured

Salt Spring Way Pilates
Reneigh Gerow
Pilates Instructor

Gentle Intelligent & Effective Exercise
Private reformer or mat classes

320 Salt Spring Way
rengerow@gmail.com

250 931 5553
Find us on facebook

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVE. 250-537-5507

From scapers to lock de-icer, snow chains, antifreeze 
and emergency kits, pick up everything you need to 
avoid bumps in the roads this season.

READY FOR WINTER?
Stock up now on everything you need

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7:30-6PM, SAT. 8-5PM, OPEN SUN. 10-4PM

• Island wide residential pickup service
• $4.50 per bag; weekly or bi-weekly

• Convenient and hassle free
• Call now to open a new account

• The pinnacle essential service provider 
on Salt Spring Island

250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

DUPLICATE brIDGE

Triumphant return meets correspondent 
By JILL EVANS
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r

Because of a series of health mishaps, Oct. 16 
was the first time this reporter had been back 
to Monday night bridge at Seniors since April 
24 and it was a delight indeed to have Terry Clement as an 
invaluable partner, resulting in further delight that this pair 
came first among six full tables. Second were Bob and Judy 
Ripley, while Gisela Welsh and Patricia Brown came third and 
Jeff Bell with Prem Margolese occupied the fourth spot.  

The sicko gods conspired again to knock this reporter down 
anew in time to miss the Oct. 23 session when five full tables 

arrived, but yet another returning pair came first, 
namely Zelly Taylor and Ian Thomas. The Ripleys 
were second again, and then “Don squared” (Don 
Sharp and Don Nemeth) gained the third spot and 
Terry Clement, partnered this time by Brent Vickers, 

came fourth.
That these reports continue during my absence is due to 

the conscientious tech work by Terry Clement and his team of 
computer whizzes, Patricia Brown, Catherine Gardiner, and 
Trinlay MacPhee, who see to it that the results are announced 
and posted on the website: ssiduplicatebridgeclub.blogspot.
ca. Thanks, gang!

COMMUNITY GrOUPs 

SSTRA saddles up for relocation plan
Long-standing group launches 
fundraising campaign

The following is the first in a series of articles about the Salt 
Spring Therapeutic Riding Association and its quest for a new 
home on Salt Spring Island. 

SUBMITTED By SSTRA 
Liz Anderson, an active and tireless volunteer in our com-

munity, has been a strong supporter of the inclusion and 
development of individuals with physical, intellectual or emo-
tional challenges.  

As the parent of a daughter (Suzy) with an intellectual dis-
ability and the co-founder and board president of the Salt 
Spring Therapeutic Riding Association, Liz is acutely aware of 
the incredible benefits the program provides to the riders, their 
families, the volunteers and the community.

Just one example of Liz’s ongoing commitment to the viabil-
ity of the program was her willingness to provide us with a 
temporary home on her private property for the last 14 years. 
Never intended to be a long-term solution, it is time for SSTRA 
to thank Liz and her family for their incredible generosity and 
move on to a new home.

We are looking for a home that enhances the convenience, 
comfort and safety of our riders and allows for the expansion of 
our program and supports community equine activities.

SSTRA is launching their Relocation Fundraising Campaign 
on Nov. 28, which coincides with “Giving Tuesday.” We need 
your support to raise $500,000 to secure a new home and to 
cover the infrastructure costs which will include a covered 
riding arena for all-weather riding for the program and com-
munity to use.

Please help out and donate online at www.sstra.ca or call 
Erika Ponsford at 250-653-9925 for further information on the 
needs.

SSTRA has been providing unique equine therapy to both 
children and adults with special needs in the community 
for over 16 years. This special equine-assisted activity helps 
to improve muscle tone, balance, posture coordination and 

motor development as well as psychological, cognitive, behav-
ioural and communication skills and well-being.  SSTRA is 
dedicated to supporting our riders in achieving their greatest 
potential.

There is no greater calling than helping others! Please con-
tribute to this important community program.

PErsONAL GrOwTH

Toastmasters cultivate capabilities
Communication and 
leadership skills developed 
Monday nights

SUBMITTED By SALT SPRING 
TOASTMASTERS

When it comes to getting out of the 
house to get together with other Salt 
Spring folks for an evening of enter-
tainment and growth, there is no bet-
ter place to come than to the Public 
Library on McPhillips Avenue on a 
Monday night. 

Since August, the library has been 
the very central and well-equipped 
meeting place for the island’s Toast-
masters public speaking club.   

Brought together by a common 
interest in connecting with other Salt 
Spring residents to develop commu-

nication and leadership skills, par-
ticipants can always count on engag-
ing interaction on as wide ranging a 
diversity of topics as one could imag-
ine.  

Operating under the umbrella of 
the Toastmasters International pro-
gram, the members of the local club 
are finding creative ways to ensure 
that meetings are meaningful and 
valuable for the membership, draw-
ing on their ideas and needs.

Each meeting has a theme, cho-
sen by the Meeting Toastmaster. One 
recent meeting focused on BS, Innu-
endo and Puns – with entertaining 
tall tales and groaner puns woven 
into the evening’s discourse. Another 
recent meeting took a close look at 
the topic of A Living Wage, complete 
with a panel session debating the 
question from various perspectives.  

The Table Topics portion of each 
meeting always brings an opportu-
nity to deliver an impromptu one- to 
two-minute speech in response to a 
surprise prompt. In a recent meet-
ing, participants were challenged to 
communicate an idea using nonsense 
words, voice intensity and gestures/
body language only.  Yet another 
meeting saw participants formulat-
ing hilarious real-time play-by-play 
reporting on unconventional sports 
such as river vaulting and lego-robot 
soccer.       

The Salt Spring Toastmasters club 
heartily welcomes visitors to the 
weekly meetings.  Community mem-
bers are encouraged to come out any 
Monday evening, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the library, to see how the group 
relishes their weekly “connecting to 
communicate” meeting.

PhOtO COuRtESY SStRA 

Salt Spring therapeutic Riding program client and volunteers 
out for a ride. the well-established community program is 
fundraising so it can relocate on the island. 

BridgetriCks



Gulf Islands drIftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  PEoPlE and CoMMunItY WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2017 |  17

#2 AD

ROTATE 
DONE FOR 
nov 01

here’s 
my card

Drawings from 
the Sea 1971

new releases

LeRoy Jensen
at

Gulf Island Picture 
Framing

until November 10, 2017

SALE ad runs 
oct 11 & Nov 8

ART ad runs 
oct 18, 25 & Nov 1

250-537-5660  •  Eat in or Take out
Pizza, Wraps, Salads, Gyros, Souvlaki, Beverages,

Pizza by the Slice: Hawaiian, Pepperoni, Vegetarian, Cheese,
and our daily special slice available all day

“Enjoy our Daily Soup Special”
w w w . s a l t s p r i n g p i z z a . c a

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Serving Vancouver Island & the Gulf Islands for over 30 years!

Residential  •  CommeRCial  •  Renovations 
250-743-4111  1340 Fisher Road, Cobble Hill, v0R 1l0

  www.creativewoodcraft.ca

Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Tablets, Computers, Telephones, Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, 
Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, 
Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch 
Batteries,  Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, 
Telephones, Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, 
Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & 
Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery 
Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, Telephones, 
Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge 
Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote 
Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery Chargers & 
Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, Telephones, Cell Phones, 
Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio 
& Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: 
AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So 

Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, 
Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch 
Batteries,  Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, 
Telephones, Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, 
Power Surge Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & 
Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery 
Chargers & Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, Telephones, 
Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge 
Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote 
Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery Chargers & 
Adapters, & So Much More! Tablets, Computers, Telephones, Cell Phones, 
Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge Protectors, Audio 
& Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote Controls, Batteries: 
AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery Chargers & Adapters, & So 

537.8371

need electronic supplies?

  342 LOWER GANGES ROAD
  ALSO HAVE UPSTAIRS LOCATION      SALT SPRING ISLAND

PhOtO cOuRtESY GREENWOODS 

Cards ‘n’ CooKIEs: 
Greenwoods residents Marian 
Gilbert and Fred Ascott put 
the finishing touches on note 
cards that will be for sale at the 
upcoming “cookies For christ-
mas and More . . . .” fundraiser 
at Braehaven on Saturday, Nov. 
4 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Gin-
gerbread, shortbread, almond 
bars, chocolate chip and 
creamy rum balls are just some 
of the cookies that will be for 
sale by the dozen. Salt Spring 
students have partnered with 
Greenwoods residents on 
art projects, and the colour-
ful note cards are the happy 
result. Festive mulled cider 
and other crafts will also be 
available.

Island HIstorY

Exhibition looks at diverse history 
Asian canadians and 
First Nations in focus 
at library event

SUBMITTED BY SSI 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

While Canada turns 150 
years old this year, the history 
of this land’s peoples reach-
es much further back and 
includes a range of diversity 
that many are unaware of.

The Salt Spring Island His-
torical Society, in partner-
ship with the Japanese Gar-
den Society, is hosting 150 
Years and Counting: Fighting 
for Justice on the Coast, an 
exhibition open to the public 
for the month of November 
at the Salt Spring Island Pub-
lic Library. An opening event 
with facilitators on hand to 
greet the public is on Friday, 
Nov. 3 at 3 p.m. 

For 150 years and more, 
First Nations, Asian Cana-
dians and their allies have 
been fighting for justice on 
the Pacific Coast in the face 
of colonial dispossession 
and racist exclusions. This 
exhibit traces the shared 
struggle of Asian Canadi-
ans and Indigenous peoples 
for equality and social jus-
tice in Canada. The exhibit 
was developed by faculty 
researchers Tusa Shea and 
Imogene Lim as part of the 
Asian Canadians on Vancou-
ver Island Project (ACVI), 
headed by professor John 
Price of the University of 
Victoria. 

The ACVI project seeks 
to increase awareness, 
understanding and empa-
thy among Canadians of all 
backgrounds through story-
telling, connecting the past 
to the present by recogniz-

ing that many of the issues 
addressed in this exhibition 
are still fully relevant today. 
It consists of interpretive 
panels with stories drawn 
from historical documents 
and first-person accounts 
that describe the impact of 
colonization and racism. 
Examples of this are evident 
in Salt Spring’s own histo-
ry, including the exclusion 
of local Indigenous groups 
from their traditional terri-
tories and the internment of 
Japanese Canadian families 
during World War II, along 
with the undesired sale of 
their property.

The regular meeting of 
the Salt Spring Historical 
Society will be held at the 
library this month. Price 
will be speaking on the top-
ics presented by the ACVI 
on Wednesday, Nov. 8 at 2 
p.m. in the library program 

room. (Members please 
note the change of venue.) 
Additional presentations 
relating to the history of 
Japanese Canadians on 
Salt Spring are scheduled 
for Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. (Brian 
Smallshaw on internment 
in WWII) and Nov. 25 at 3 
p.m. ( Japanese Charcoal 
Kilns in the Gulf Islands). 

”These stories can be 
unsettling, challenging and 
even disorienting, especially 
to those with a strong pic-
ture of what Canada’s his-
tory should be. We encour-
age everyone to stick with 
the discomfort and embrace 
Canada’s whole history — 
even the awful parts — so 
that we can move forward 
together toward true rec-
onciliation and creating 
the Canada we all want to 
share.” (ACVI Project syn-
opsis).

VoluntEErIsM

Photo contest to capture volunteer efforts
Non-profit speaker event 
also on tap

Salt Springers who have photos of vol-
unteers creating a positive impact in their 
community are invited to enter Volunteer 
and Community Resources’ new photo 
contest over the month of November. 

Participants are asked to submit photos 
that reflect the unique qualities of local 
volunteers and the strong contribution 
they make. The contest starts today, Nov. 
1, and runs to Nov. 28. Winners will be 
announced on International Volunteer 
Day, Dec. 5, at the opening reception of 
VCR’s Canada 150 exhibit at the library 
from 4 to 6 p.m.  

Photos will be reviewed by a panel of 
local photographers, with prizes for the 
top three winners. Participants should 
submit photos in JPEG format to admin@
vcrsaltspring.org. See vcrsaltspring.org for 
more information.

Guest speaker Peter 
Elson at AGM

Volunteer and Community Resources is 
also inviting people in the community to 
join them at their AGM on Thursday, Nov. 
9. Keynote speaker Peter Elson, a Ph.D. 
adjunct assistant professor with UVic’s 
School of Public Administration, will talk 
on Tacking Against the Wind: Non-profits 
in a Climate of Uncertainty. The 20-minute 
talk will be followed by a question period, 
and will explore why non-profit organiza-
tions exist, Vital Signs reporting and the 
opportunity it represents, and the impor-
tance of stories for connecting community 
and the non-profit sector.

“The community isn’t fully aware of the 
benefits of a vibrant and sustainable not-
for-profit sector, especially in an environ-
ment such as Salt Spring Island that relies 
so heavily on volunteers, not only in the 
delivery of services but also at a board 

level,” said Volunteer and Community 
Resources chair Jacquie Stevulak. “This is 
a wonderful chance to both acknowledge 
the importance of the sector but also begin 
to dialogue on the challenges and oppor-
tunities it faces, as a means of building 
resilience.”

“Our not-for-profit sector faces many 
challenges, including dwindling resourc-
es, an aging demographic and competi-
tion for invaluable volunteers,” Stevulak 
continued. “The insight and expertise 
that Peter Elson brings to this conversa-
tion is that while we are unique, we have 
much in common with many other rural 
communities across Canada that share 
our same realities. As such, we can take 
heart that there is room to learn from oth-
ers, not only within our community but 
beyond our edges.”

VCR’s AGM will take place on from 4 
to 6 p.m. in the Salt Spring Public Library 
program room. 
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Serving the Gulf Islands

345 Rainbow Road 

250-537-2611

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS

• Concrete
• Concrete Pumps
• Sand/Rock
• Rebar
• Bagged Cement
• Colour & Sealers

Small Load Pick Ups 
Available at Yard

LET’S 
GET 

STARTED
Bring your sketches & ideas 
&together we’ll design (or 

upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer-

aided drafting, we’ll quickly 
produce the working drawings 
you’ll take to your contractor.

HELSET DESIGN
250.537.1037

Ask for Jim

JAMES 
ERNEST 
GLENN   

20 July 1929 - 
23 Oct. 2017

=<
 

“JimmieG” died due to an inoperable cancer on October 23, 2017, 
after having lived to the good age of 88 years.   He was “made in 
England”, born in Hamilton, Ontario, and died at home on Salt Spring 
Island, with his sweetie at his side.

Jim was predeceased by his parents, Robert and Agnes Glenn, 
and all four siblings - Robert, Harold, Douglas and Winnifred.

Jim leaves four children - Gary Allan (Patti), Bonnie, Kathy and 
Greg  - grandchildren Craig and Gary, Robbie, Sean, Alisha, and 
Joshua - great-grandchildren Jake and Ella.  His wife Dawn was at 
his side throughout his struggle with lung cancer, and is eternally 
grateful for that privilege - he also leaves step-children Kirsten and 
Kris (Tina) and their daughter Violet. Grieving his loss also are many 
relatives -  nieces Cindy and Gayla, nephews Chris, Danny and Mike, 
Tom, Barry, Derek, and many others including newly found cousins 
introduced by Victoria in Montreal.

This was a man who did everything - labourer in a pottery, 
milkman, breadman, barman, soldier, sailor, cook, deckhand, 
musician with a saxophone, guitar, mandolin and banjo, drummer 
with a pipe band... plumber, builder, electrician, tailor ...   bowler, 
softball coach ... biker ... friend.

Jim was an active member of a fellowship of men and women 
dedicated to improving their lives and helping others.  He always 
o� ered a hand to help his neighbour, and considered it a blessing 
when his o� er was accepted.

Jim was a strong man - not always serene, and not always wise, 
but always honest and courageous - and striving to be a better person.

Jim was a good man - a wonderful mythical beast, full of 
kindness and generosity, struggling with the trappings of being a 
human. He deserves the best of whatever worlds lie beyond. His soul 
soars with the eagles.

A gathering to celebrate the life of JimmieG will be held at 
Central Hall on Salt Spring Island on Wednesday November 8, 2017, 
from 1 - 4 pm.

 

STEPHEN ST CLAIRE MILLEN
1937 - 2017

Stephen was proud of his 
military career as an army 
medic, seeing service with the 
First United Nations Peace 
Keeping Mission in Egypt in 
1957, and on Military bases 
in Canada. After leaving the 
forces he applied his skills as 
a Licensed Practical Nurse at 
the Lady Minto Hospital and 

in Campbell River. An interest in First Nations 
spirituality fulfi lled an inner need. He spent much 
time walking the roads of Saltspring Island and 
the Pacifi c Rim Park, recognizing the beauty and 
vulnerability of our natural world.

He will be missed by his family: wife Margaret 
Niven; sister Doris Millen; nephew Michael 
Henley; daughter Jessica Kuffner (Roland) and 7 
grandchildren.

His spirit soars with Eagles

VV

REMEMBRANCE DAY WREATHS ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR PURCHASE AT THE LEGION BAR

VETERANS’ 
LUNCHEON

(regardless of 
Legion membership)

Meal prepared by Ladies Auxiliary
No charge for a Veteran or their escort.

•
Tuesday, 07 November 2017

No-host refreshments at noon, 
lunch at 1:00 pm
Meaden Hall

•
Please RVSP by 03 November 2017

250-537-5822, at Legion bar, or 
email legionbr92rdc@gmail.com

•
Veterans and an escort/guest only

 MIGRATORY BIRDS
ON THE WEST COAST:

The Marvels & the Perils

 with 
Stan Senner

National Audubon Society

$25, tickets at ArtSpring
Salt Spring Island Conservancy 
Fall Fundraiser

Friday 
Nov. 3, 7pm

 

 
Protect yourself and your loved ones by getting a flu shot.  
 
If you are eligible for a free flu shot, please bring your CareCard to the 
following local Influenza Clinic: 
 
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road  
November 3rd from 10:30am – 2:30pm 
 
Get a flu shot from your pharmacist or physician at your 
convenience  

· visit immunizebc.ca/clinics/flu/  
· call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1 
· visit viha.ca/flu to find out if you are eligible for a FREE flu shot 

 
If you are not eligible please contact your family physician or local 
pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost. 

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE 
 

FLU CLINIC INFORMATION 

THE FLU SEASON IS HERE
IMMUNIZATION CLINIC INFO
The best way to protect yourself and your family from
infl uenza (the fl u) this season is to get immunized.

Friday November 3rd, 2017, 10-2pm
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road

Visit viha.ca/fl u for more information
If you are not eligible please contact your family physician 
or local pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost.

URGENT NEED: 
Restaurant Coordinator/Chef 
for a one night stand! 

Design a menu for a traditional dinner on a candle 
lit Friday night at Beaver Point Hall’s Christmas 
Craft Fair on December 1st, 2017.

Organize all stages; shop, prep and serve with a 
team of local volunteers coming together for a 
beautiful evening amidst the exceptional arts and 
crafts of Salt Spring Island.

This is a callout for people who would like to be 
involved with the folks who run Beaver Point Hall 
as the faire is our major fundraiser and it is what 
keeps the Hall up and running all year round.

If you are interested in this position or in giving 
any support or time to our island community Hall  
Contact:  Wendy 250-653-4034

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS DEATHS COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Nov 1

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

2017 sale

INFORMATION

ACIC Shareholders
Lets get together

call James  250-498-4603
email: gudrun@vip.net

Advertise in the 2018 BC Hunting Regulations Synopsislargest Sportsman publication

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE! 
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210-
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

TRAVEL

TRAVEL

DENTAL TRAVEL PHILIP-
PINES “Travel on Your Sav-
ings”. 80% off implants, 
Caps, & Crowns. 2 wk. Den-
tal Trip to Philippines Vol-
canic Hot Springs, Rain For-
rest & Manila. FAQ’s 
Den ta lTrave lPh i l i pp ines 
@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATIONEMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

Get up to $50,000 from the 
Government of Canada. Do 
you or someone you know 
Have any of these Conditions? 
ADHD, Anxiety, Arthritis, Asth-
ma, Cancer, COPD, Depres-
sion, Diabetes, Diffi culty Walk-
ing, Fibromyalgia, Irritable 
Bowels, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and Hundreds 
more. ALL Ages & Medical 
Conditions Qualify. CALL THE 
BENEFITS PROGRAM 
1-(800)-211-3550 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill - 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. FREE Info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-567-
0404 Ext:400OT.

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

WANTED: recently cut or
fallen arbutus branches, all 

sizes. 250-537-0710 or
250-931-2027.

“When someone you love 
becomes a memory the memory 

becomes a treasure”

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 19

PROTECT
OUR
PLANET...

RECYCLE
THIS NEWS
PAPER.
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D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

BASIC FOODSAFE
Monday, November 6 from 

8:30am to 4:30pm, $80.  
Harbour House Hotel. 
Call Sheri 537-1883 

to register.

STORAGE

MID ISLAND
STORAGE

•	 All	units	heated
•	 Humidity	control

•	 9	foot	height
•	 24	hours	access

250-537-4722

         Island 
ExplorEr

Property 
Management Ltd. ___________

_______________ 
250-537-4722  

1-800-800-9492
Island Explorer is a fully licensed, management

company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

www.island
explorerproperties

.com

TIP OF THE WEEK

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)
Your focus now will include fi nances, 
investments, and returns on investment. 
To this end, you are deeply engaged 
in research and investigation. As well, 
a dynamic process of negotiation is 
featured. While you may be sincerely 
interested in making diplomatic efforts, 
this ideal may be more diffi cult to actualize. 
Proceed as patiently as you can.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)
Life is all about relationships and this 
is especially true for you right now. 
Circumstances are pushing you to 
work harder and give more. Feelings of 
resentment are likely, you these may 
go unnoticed by others as you quietly 
persevere. You are in a process of 
becoming more grounded and sober. Yet, 
this is the pre-dawn period.
Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Scorpio time is deep and mysterious and, 
for you, is generally linked to clearing, 
cleansing, and healing. Yet, this year 
you also want to play and exercise your 
creativity more fully. Cultural interactions 
will support this focus especially if you are 
open and receptive to inspiration. Direct 
your focus to notice and appreciate and 
to be inspired.
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
You have entered an important cycle that 
speaks of creative design. At least some 
of this energy will be directed to your 
home and living environment. As well, 
directly or indirectly, your goal includes 
relationship harmony and balance. Self-
improvement is a wise approach to 
achieve this because your attitude will be 
up inspiring you to be at you best.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
A steady wave of confi dence is coming 
ashore and rising as it does. Yet, it is also 
requiring discipline and focus and this trend 
will not only continue, it will deepen and 
signifi cantly so over the coming months. 
Tune-in, accept and cooperate with this wave 
of destiny. Rebellious attitudes regarding this 
evolution will prove self-defeating. Discipline 
brings accomplishment.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22)
You have entered a busy cycle and it 
requires that you attend to many fronts. 
This is called multi-tasking these days. 
While it can prove dizzying, it can also 
prove very creative and inspiring as you 
connect dots previously not connected 
and bring long-standing projects to stages 
of completion. See the bigger picture and 
get organized.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22)
Life is all about relationships and money. 
The fi nancial end can be interpreted like 
blood in the body and it needs to fl ow. 
Ideally, the blood is clean and the fl ow 
is steady and rhythmic. Applying this 
metaphor to your life implies activating a 
more rhythmic and healthy approach. The 
time is right to take new initiatives.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You are in a pioneering mood. With Jupiter 
in your sign, it can also be described as 
expansive and fi lled with an appetite for 
opportunity and adventure. This can be 
described as risk ventures. Yet, there 
remains work to do behind the scenes, 
both literally and psychologically. The 
psychological part is extra important 
because if it is out of balance so is 
everything else.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
A mix of revolutionary and saint may 
describe your mood of late. The 
revolutionary wants to break through 
external restrictions while the saint is 
oriented to clear the internal blocks. 
The inner process implies attitudes, 
perceptions, interpretations, and beliefs. It 
is your right to choose what these are. The 
main question is: are they working for you?
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You are nearing the end of a long, deep 
and complex process. The complexity 
has been one of letting go, of endings 
prior commitments and dissolving old 
relationship patterns. Positively, you 
have and continue to feel like you are 
graduating, evolving. Negatively, you feel 
frustrated and defeated. You can turn 
the latter by directing energies toward 
controlling people and circumstances and 
turning it into self-control.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Something new and big is steadily 
emerging in your public and/or 
professional life. It can be described as or 
even literally manifest as a promotion. The 
fi ne print in this deal implies increased 
responsibility, discipline, and effort. 
Ideally, you feel ready for this development 
because ready or not it is occurring.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)
You are in a process of seeing a bigger 
picture. It may also be described by that 
wonderful cliché, ‘the writing is on the 
wall’. In other words, circumstances are 
pushing you to both step-back and to pay 
closer attention, simultaneously. Whether 
this process is a joyful one or not is up to 
you and this choice is called attitude.

The ghosts and ghouls have had their time in this time of the thinning of the veils and 
‘all saints have come and gone as well. Yet, like all good parties, some invariably linger 
longer and try to spark a new high even though most have returned home. Yet, the peak 
point for this annual nightmarish festival, which coincides with the mid-point between 
Autumn Equinox and Winter Solstice, actually occurs this week. In Pagan tradition, 
it is called Samhain and it coincides with 15 degrees Scorpio in the Tropical Zodiac, 
which occurs annually on or within a day of November 7th. Samhain can be compared 
to the beginning of the last of the main 8 phases of the Moon. Both indicate a period 
of increasing darkness which inclines people to go within, both literally, as in to stay 
indoors more and psychologically, which implies turning within to refl ect upon the past 
and begin to prepare for the new solar cycle which begins at the moment of Winter 
Solstice. These traditions which honor the rhythms of nature are ancient and globally 
recognized. Sadly, due to the ambitions of religion, conscious reverence for this natural 
cycle and their sacredness it inspires was twisted and maligned to be regarded as 
dark and evil, and observe our relationship with nature now. While not strictly a Pagan 
tradition, yet holding a prominent position in this ancient reverence for nature and the 
natural cycle of the seasons and the sun’s light, astrology too has been twisted and 
maligned. First, this was done by the church and then by zealous attitudes that emerged 
with the advent of the scientifi c revolution about four centuries ago. Despite the many 
achievements that these revolutions have procured, it may be wondered if we did not 
unwittingly ‘throw out the baby with the bathwater’. This may also be described as a 
consequence of ambition and the results of confusion regarding ends and means.

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com
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Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual 
writing contest is  Friday, Dec. 8th.  
Win a cash prize for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in 
Kindergarten to   Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired 
teachers and librarians on quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in 
the Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written 
on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information,  250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 

participation level are eligible to win 
a donation of $100 made on behalf of 
the class to the charity of their choice! 

Write a story of 
500 words or less 
whose topic relates 
to Christmas or the 
Christmas season.

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.
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Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 8th.  
Win a cash prize for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 
are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers and librarians 
on quality of writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in 
December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone number of the 
writer must be written on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, 
email to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation 
level are eligible to win a donation of $100 made on 
behalf of the class to the charity of their choice!

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road

news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com
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Christmas Story Writing Contest
T he deadline for our 
annual writing contest is  
Friday, Dec. 8th.  
Win a cash prize for a 
story of up to 500 words 
about Christmas or the 
Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to   
Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers 
and librarians on quality of writing, clarity of 
presentation and originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the 
Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone 
number of the writer must be written on 
the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, 
B.C. V8K 2V3, email to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information,  250-537-9933.
Teachers: Classes with the highest 
participation level are eligible to win a 
donation of $100 made on behalf of the 
class to the charity of their choice! 

Write a story of 
500 words or less 
whose topic relates 
to Christmas or the 
Christmas season.

RENTALS RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT
Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1998 HONDA CIVIC, new ax-
les, rad and rotors. Runs Well. 
$1500 obo  250 538-8972.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

1 UNDEVELOPED PROPER-
TY - Prince George, BC. 
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers  Un-
reserved Auction, Nov. 16 in 
Prince George. 1.47+/- Title 
Acres. Located in  McMillan 
Park. Steve Martin: 250-612-
8522; Realtor: Tom Moran 
PREC*:  250-784-7090; Bro-
kerage - Re/Max Dawson 
Creek Realty; rbauc-
tion.com/realestate. 

2 UNDEVELOPED PROPER-
TIES - Prince George, BC. 
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers  Un-
reserved Auction, Nov. 16 in 
Prince George. 1.67+/- and 
4.17+/- Title Acres.  Zoned 
RS2/AG. Steve Martin: 250-
612-8522; Realtor: Tom Moran 
PREC*:  250-784-7090; Bro-
kerage - Re/Max Dawson 
Creek Realty; rbauc-
tion.com/realestate. 

151 WOODLAND DRIVE.  
Moving Sale - Sat., Nov. 4th. 
8am - 12pm. 

MERCHANDISE

COMING EVENTSGARAGE SALES

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

ART & ANTIQUES 
Seasonal Sale Coming 

Nov. 24, 25, 26 
@ UPSTAIRS VALLEY 

GALLERY 
___________________

CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE: MONDAY 4PM
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column, 
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If you have information 
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dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

PHOTO BY KAYLEE LAPIERRE

BEAKY READER: 
GISS teacher Ray 
Colleran reads a book 
in a bird costume on 
Halloween Tuesday. For 
more Halloween pho-
tos, see the Driftwood’s 
Facebook page. 
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4 days

 @ Grace Point Square

BRITANNIA ANTIQUES 
& 

steffi chfi neart

10th Buying Event“Salt Spring Style”
Turn your coins, gold, 

silver, art, and estate items 
into money today!

WE BUY: gold and silver coins, 
bank notes, watches, books, fi ne art, 

unwanted jewelry, dental gold, 
silver fl atware, tea sets, bowls. 

FREE HOUSE 
CALLS

250-537-8448

WE PAY
CASH!

COINS, GOLD 
& SILVER 

BUYING EVENT!

Free Expert Evaluations. 
See you there!

A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to the Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary

Enjoy Salt Spring Coffee & locally baked goods.

• Thursday Nov. 2 
• Friday Nov. 3 
• Saturday Nov. 4 
• Sunday Nov. 5
     10am - 5pm

Matt Steffi ch 
FINE ART

John Newman 
BRITANNIA ANTIQUES ESTATE BUYER

Bill Matthews 
BOOK & MANUSCRIPT SPECIALIST

Lighting Sale
30%ff

All lighting 
on the top floor

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    
250.537.5551    

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8:30 - 5:30 PM  

SUNDAYS 10 - 5PM

SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK  •  250-537-5551

TRIATHLON

Young � nishes tough Maui race
World championship course 

Salt Spring Sneakers’ Marion Young made the most 
of her invitation to the Xterra World Championships in 
Kapalua, Maui on Oct. 29. 

Young had qualifi ed after her performance in the Xter-
ra Victoria off-road triathlon at Durrance Lake on July 9.

The world championship course consisted of two out 
and back open ocean swims of 1.5 kilometres. They were 
followed by a 32-km bike trip through the West Maui 
mountains with 12 climbs totalling 2,800 feet of single-
track trails, culminating at the fi ve-mile mark with a ridge 
passage with 100-metre drop-offs on either side. 

The race fi nished with a 10.5-km trail run with over 
500 feet of climbing, and then a technical, steep down-
hill into a gully where racers had to jump over and duck 
under fallen trees, navigate a rocky dry creek, head 
through thick elephant grass and along a narrow single 
track trail with switchbacks that drop all the way down 
to the beach. 

The fi nal test of skill and endurance was a calf-busting 
250-metre white sand beach run followed by an uphill 
sprint to the fi nish.

Young completed the challenge in fi ve hours, 24 min-
utes, 42 seconds in 696th place of 756 competitors, fi n-
ishing 10th of 12 in her 55-59 age group. 

WOMEN’S SOCCER 

United maintain winning ways
Women stay on top of 
divison

A full roster of Salt Spring United 
women’s team players hosted the 
Lakehill Gunners on Sunday, holding 
on to their fi rst-place division lead 
with another win. 

Emrys Duyf, who had just returned 
home from travelling, scored early 

with a fi erce strike from way outside 
of the 18-yard box. Jennifer Langdon, 
just out of retirement from soccer, 
followed up with a rebound off the 
goalie and scored deep in the cor-
ner to make it 2-0. 

Salt Spring stayed strong in the 
second half to keep the lead and hold 
the Gunners to a 2-0 score. 

“Jody Pringle and newcomer Nic-
ola Shipman were outstanding in 

centre mid,” said team player Lorna 
Walde.

Islanders are encouraged to sup-
port their local team at a home game 
Sunday against Vic West at Portlock 
Park at 12:30 p.m.

Old Boys
For Fraser Hope’s report on Sun-

day’s Old Boys men’s soccer game, 
see www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
under the Sports tab.

DO YOU HAVE SPORTS NEWS TO SHARE 
WITH DRIFTWOOD READERS? 

Send your reports and story tips to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 


