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BC ELECTION

FIRE DISTRICT

Adam Olsen
elected
Green MLA

Fire board
aims for
mutual
respect
Trustees air complaints
before confidence

Focus on governance
first priority

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Gulf Islands residents once again helped make
history by electing a progressive candidate to
their riding, with Adam Olsen becoming the ﬁrst
member of the provincial Green party to win Saanich North and the Islands on May 9.
At this time after the 2013 election, Saanich
North and the Islands candidates and constituents endured a nail-biting two weeks while a
recount took place to determine who had actually won. This time there is no question, but like
the rest of the province, Olsen will spend the
next 10 days or so waiting to to see what the ﬁnal
tally of votes will mean for the province of British
Columbia.
“A lot is riding on the results of a couple of ridings, maybe two or three,” Olsen observed during
a phone interview on Thursday. “For me now it’s
about settling my life, and celebrating — because
we did have a very strong result.”
In a marked contrast to 2013’s three-way race
with the NDP’s elected candidate Gary Holman
and close second-place ﬁnisher Stephen Roberts
of the BC Liberals, the May 9 vote saw a decided
victory for Olsen. He came out nearly 3,700 votes
ahead of Holman this time.
Absentee votes are to be counted May 22 to
I already talked
24, but current results give Olsen 13,425 votes
tosecond
Dan about
this
(41.8 per cent), putting Holman in
with
PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
9,761 (30.3 per cent) and Roberts third
8,654
lastwith
week...ad
to
(26.86 per cent). Independent candidate Jordan FLYING STRIPES: Tyger Stafford performs on aerial silks as part of the Tsunami Circus
say
Templeman received 333 votes (1.03
per cent).
troupe’s Beyond the Forest of Paradise show at SIMS over the weekend.

ELECTION continued on 2

Christmas Sales continue.

Salt Spring’s new ﬁre board had
some discord to extinguish at its
first public gathering since last
month’s annual general meeting.
On Monday night at the United church, current board chair
Mitch Forest was pressed by fellow trustees Howard Baker and
Rollie Cook to confirm his support of all board members, with
some dirty laundry waved around
in the process.
“The chair has the power and
the mission to guide and shepherd the board, and as individuals
we have the responsibility and
should have the opportunity to
guide the chair,” said Cook. “I
think . . . the board has to function
as a team and we are all on the
same team. I think we are looking
for team leadership.”
Cook and Baker indicated they
felt Forest had been overly controlling as chair.
Referring to the Improvement
District Manual that guides
operation of the ﬁre protection
district, Baker said, “The chair
does not have extraordinary
duties except what are granted
by the board or other than those
that are spelled out in statute or
in bylaw.”

FIRE BOARD continued on 5
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GOVERNMENT

Saanich and Islands MLA champions a united riding
Olsen looks forward to
rejuvenating historic ties
among region
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

With no government formed that can
dole out funds it’s early days for MLA
Adam Olsen to be setting up a constituency office, but the new member of the
legislature for Saanich North and the
Islands is already thinking about how to
serve his geographically dispersed riding equitably.

While a “bricks and mortar” office
would most likely serve people best in a
central location such as Sidney, Olsen is
aware that more thought could be given
to hours and meeting times. He observed
that many Gulf Islanders go over to Sidney/Saanich for medical appointments
and other matters, but said office hours
should make sense in regard to those
schedules, plus ferry times, etc.
“We need to be flexible with that,”
Olsen said.
He also plans to have regular and well
publicized meeting times on Salt Spring
and the other Gulf Islands, such as previous NDP MLA Gary Holman instituted

at the Salt Spring Public Library.
In terms of representing the needs of
the Saanich Peninsula versus the Gulf
Islands, and even between different
Gulf Islands communities, Olsen said
there are certainly unique community
identities and concerns. Transportation, including ferry travel, and general affordability are some top issues for
Gulf Islanders.
Bu t Ol s e n , a m e m b e r o f Ts a r t l i p
Nation, also sees his election as a positive step toward uniting a region that
was historically not divided but all territory of the WSANEC, or Saanich, people.
“ We we re a l w a y s ra i s e d w i t h t h e

Olsen already receiving ample input
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Dennis Maguire
Architect
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While some polls indicated another tight race this
year, Olsen said he went into
the election feeling confident in his campaign, as the
matrix of targets his team
had set to gauge probable
success were consistently
met and exceeded.
“For us, it was about continuing doing what we were
doing. I think we knew we
had to continue what we
were doing and we would be
successful,” he said.
“I was encouraged and I
was confident, and I think
that was evident in the way
we entered the last week of
the campaign. And we just
continued the campaign
that we’d started back in
July.”
Olsen had decided with
his family that he would run
again just after the 2013 election ended. He’s been working constantly to improve
his position and what he can
bring to it in the four years
since. That has included
time spent as interim and
deputy leader of the Greens,
and building relationships
in the community.
“Not just campaign relationships, but real ones,
throughout the r iding,”
Olsen said. “And I think our
campaign was very much
community focused.”
Olsen thanked his fellow

candidates, saying he was
happy they had maintained
ci vil discou rse th ro ugh
the campaign and debate
events.
“It has been an honour to
get to know Gary and Stephen in 2013 and over the
last four years. I was thrilled
we were able to engage in
dialogue in a respectful way,
just as democracy required.
And I’m excited to move forward and work with them
both in the future as very
engaged members of the
community.”
Olsen also praised Templeman, who at age 21 had
the courage to take the
theoretical lessons from
his political science classes
and try them out in the real
world.

Next steps
After taking time to deal
with some outstanding laundry piles, plus setting up a
constituency team and planning events to thank volunteers, Olsen will be ready
to get to work when the
final count is announced.
He will join re-elected Oak
Bay MLA and Green party
leader Andrew Weaver and
new Cowichan Valley MLA
Sonia Furstenau to form the
first Green caucus in North
America. That group could
hold the balance of power in
the next government, with
neither the Liberals nor the

Saanich North and the Islands
MLA Adam Olsen.
NDP achieving the 44 seats
required to form a majority government, pending
recount results.
Olsen has a personal policy of responding to constituents who contact him. That
was already a struggle the
first day after being elected
when he received feedback
from hundreds of people
regarding how the Greens
should align.
“People are suggesting we
do one thing or another, but
it’s very premature to say
anything right now,” Olsen
said, noting he has to recognize the system the party has
to work with, adding, “But
I take this job very seriously and with humility, and I
take our responsibility to the
community very seriously.”
Olsen said he feels the
question of good governance has been the reigning
issue of the day. It can be

We’re all about the Islands
• 6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and
Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR
terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other destinations,
including USA.

Ganges

notion that Saanich and the Gulf Islands
is a single unit — they are one — as our
elders would say, from time immemorial,” said Olsen, whose uncle Dave Elliot
Sr. recorded that history in the book
Saltwater People.
“Yes, the islands are unique, but for me,
what I love about this opportunity is perhaps we can reconnect to Saanich in a way
the islands haven’t been in a long time . . .
to make it one very powerful place.
“ W h e n t h o s e p i e c e s a re w o r k i n g
together, and we have the exchange of
creativity and ideas like it always was in
history, the opportunity here is exciting
— so, so exciting.”

Richmond (YVR)

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your flight on-line and
on a return trip airfare.

SAVE $12.00

felt locally in Salt Spring’s
incorporation question and
in talks about amalgamation
on the Saanich Peninsula.
On the provincial level, he
believes the divided vote will
force parties to work with
each other in ways they
haven’t before — whether
the Greens help form a collation government with either
party or if the Liberals manage to gain a majority on
their own.
“A slim majority is slim, so
no matter what the results
are on May 24, there is a
requirement for all 87 members of the legislature to work
together,” Olsen said.
“The fact is that our legislature is made up of 87 individuals, and since the 1950s,
we haven’t had a situation in
which that group of individuals is more pronounced. And
I think we have an opportunity to work together in the
legislature, rather than having legislation sprung in the
morning and voting on it in
the afternoon.
“Everyone’s going to have
to show up to work, and
everyone’s going to have to
work very hard to ensure we
get public policy passed,”
Olsen continued. “And we
have the opportunity to
change the tone of government for generations to
come. I think we have the
opportunity to leave a better
model of governance for our
kids.”
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

Pass It On Boys opens up mentor relationship roles
SWOVA hopes to
continue after positive
school year
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

SWOVA is looking to continue
its Pass It On mentorship program
for Gulf Islands boys in 2017-18 as
a successful pilot year uniting high
school mentors with middle school
buddies winds up.
While Pass It On was intended
from the start to run parallel groups
for males and females, funding
constraints have meant the program has been delivered primarily to girls and young women for
the past seven years. David Norget,
who coordinated the cis-, transand non-binary inclusive boys’
group for SWOVA over the past
school year, says the preliminary
results confirm the benefits of such
programming.
“There has been a recognized
need to support girls and young
women for some time, but there
is more recognition from funding
agents that the need to support boys
and young men is also important to
feminism,” Norget observed. “The
deeper understanding is this is supporting community, and actually
both components are really vital.”
SWOVA helps youth identify and
move beyond gender and other
types of stereotypes in the Respectful Relationship program, with a
set of workshops for all students in
grades 7 and 8. Pass It On builds on
this knowledge base but goes deeper toward establishing an environ-

ment of trust and caring between
individuals and as a community.
The Pass It On model has been
developed over eight years by
SWOVA with Kate Nash, coordinator of the girls’ program. Mentors attending senior grades at
Gulf Islands Secondary School are
trained and paired with younger
buddies at Salt Spring Middle
School and meet regularly over the
course of the school year, both in
self-determined casual situations
and in group sessions where issues
are discussed in circle. The idea
is to help younger students gain
confidence and make connections
before entering high school, and
also facilitate their engagement
with some serious ideas.
“Really this is about building relationship skills in kids. It’s not something that happens overnight,”
Norget said. “There’s great value in
weekly continuity — it builds skills
in a different way. And the model of
Pass It On has been great for that.”
Norget said there is also great
benefit to having a mentor from
one’s own gender identification to
help discuss sensitive topics.
“Part of the mentorship training
is trying to get into the skin of ourselves in Grade 8 — what we felt like
and what we were worrying about,”
Norget said. “And it was really clear
to all of us that we were pretty vulnerable at that age.”
Previous generations of men in
Western culture have grown up
with a set of implicit ideals that
can be just as harmful as the ones
girls were expected to conform
to. Norget said his peer group, for
example, was asked to be very able,

photo courtesy SWOVA

Gulf Islands Secondary students who were mentors to Salt Spring
Middle School boys through the Pass It On program this year are, from
left, Jaspar Irwin, Jackson Walde, Jonah Baker and Adam Turner, with
program coordinator David Norget at far right.
competent and strong.
“These things are not bad, but
they don’t lend themselves to creating the kind of caring and support
that I think we’re all wanting fundamentally. I can see great value in
creating a new definition of what
strength is in boys and young men
that supports their mental health
and well-being,” Norget said.
Data collected from Gulf Islands
students for the McCreary Institute’s most recent B.C. Adolescent
Health Survey (2013) show local
youth are facing significant pressures. One in every four males
ages 13 to 19 in the school district
reported having at least one health
condition or disability, with six per

cent reporting depression and four
per cent extreme despair. A shocking one in 11 local youth (including
all genders) had attempted suicide.
Approximately one in two youth
(47 per cent) had binge drunk in
the past month; and 55 per cent
said they had been bullied in the
past year.
One comment from SWOVA’s
needs assessment that really struck
a chord with Norget came from a
male student who said, “There’s a
lot being asked of me.”
Respondents identified a number of issues affecting them, including schoolwork stress, family and
relationships, sleep, peer pressure, criticism, judgement (and in

extreme cases bullying), self image,
mental health, drugs and alcohol,
negative expectations/stereotypes,
intimate partner relationships,
understanding girls/young women
and helping friends while taking
care of oneself.
In response, Pass It On participants benefitted from a variety of
learning opportunities in addition to mentoring. Nash and Norget coordinated a session where
the boys’ and girls’ groups came
together in circle, where they could
ask the other group any question
they wished and have it answered
honestly. On a more formal level,
the students also had workshops
with Salt Spring Community Services youth counsellors on topics
such as body awareness and drugs
and alcohol.
Bringing Pass It On to boys saw
cautious reaction at the middle
school this year, with only a small
number of students signing up for
the 2016-17 session. Norget said
he’s learned it will take time to
“crack into” Grade 8 but he feels
that once word spreads about what
the program actually is and does,
uptake will continue to grow. Hopefully the necessary funding will also
be in place.
“My framework is always dignity
and how do we grow it — and I
really believe in growing dignity in
people and in young men,” Norget
said.
Pass It On Boys was funded during the past school year thanks to a
B.C. Civil Forfeiture grant. The needs
assessment was funded by the Salt
Spring Foundation, and Country
Grocer provided food for meetings.

News briefs
Salish Orca
enters service
BC Ferries welcomed its
newest vessel, Salish Orca,
into service Tuesday with
a small public event on
board the 6:20 and 8:05 a.m.
inaugural sailings on the
Comox-Powell River route.
Ferries president and

CEO Mark Collins cut a ceremonial ribbon to mark the
first official car on board.
Salish Orca is the first of
three new Salish Class
vessels. The Gulf Islandsbound Salish Eagle made a
visit to Salt Spring’s Fulford
terminal Tuesday as part of
the commissioning process.
It is set to go into service on
the Tsawwassen-Southern

Gulf Islands route out of
Long Harbour on June 21,
with the Salish Raven joining the fleet later this fall.
The Salish class vessels
are capable of operating on
either natural gas or ultralow sulphur marine diesel.
BC Ferries states its use of
natural gas will result in the
reduction of an estimated
9,000 metric tonnes of car-

bon dioxide equivalent per
year, the same as taking
approximately 1,900 passenger vehicles off the road
annually.

Student votes
counted

The BC Green Party’s Adam
Olsen also won the student
vote in Saanich North and the

Islands.
Olsen earned 1,310 of 2,382
votes cast at 20 schools (55
per cent), followed by 637 for
the NDP’s Holman (26.74 per
cent), 273 for Stephen Roberts
of the BC Liberal Party (11.46
per cent) and 162 for independent candidate Jordan Templeman (6.8 per cent).
Wh en prov inc e- wid e
results were tallied, the NDP

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

would have formed the government with 60 seats. The
Greens would have formed
official opposition with 14
seats and the Liberals would
have won 12 seats. One independent candidate would
have been elected by students.
More than 170,238 ballots
were cast by students in all
87 electoral districts in B.C.
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BC FERRIES

BC Ferries CEO gives resident discount proposal a pass
Lower income fare
deemed provincial call
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

BC Ferries won’t take on the question of affordability for lower-income
passengers, declaring social welfare
issues a matter for the provincial government at a meeting with the Salt
Spring Ferry Advisory Committee
held Thursday.

FAC member Howard Holzapfel
raised the idea of creating a discount
for Gulf Islands residents similar to
one in place in Alaska and Hawaii.
He and other committee members
argued the Experience Card program, which rewards frequent users
with a discounted fare, is difficult to
access because it requires loading
$115 onto the card in advance.
Holzapfel recounted his own
recent experience of being required
to reload his card at the terminal

when he was just short the fare.
“There are many people on the
island who can’t afford to pay $115
when all they are short is five cents.
And there are many people on the
island that can’t afford the Experience
Card at all,” Holzapfel said.
BC Ferries CEO Mark Collins, who
was attending the meeting in his previous role as vice-president of public
engagement, said the company has
heard from people “up and down the
coast” that the Experience Card mini-

mum can be prohibitive. The reason
for the high top-up rate is because
the discount is meant for people
who travel frequently, he explained;
if it was lower, people making just a
single trip could qualify for the discounted fare.
When some FAC members said
that low-income users had benefitted more from the ticket book
program that the Experience Card
replaced, Collins said those people
were using the tickets in a way that

wasn’t intended in order to meet a
different need.
“What you’re really asking for is a
program to address the problem of
that loophole that we closed,” Collins said.
Ferries executives noted that offering further discounts could mean
their cost recovery would have to
come from raising fares. As an alternative, the province could create a
program in which it covered costs,
similar to the one offered to seniors.

BC FERRIES

Fulford history idea wins support
Vesuvius
improvements
planned
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

What kind of benefits
provider slashes benefits
for its own employees?
Pacific Blue Cross.
During recent bargaining with CUPE 1816 — representing
more than 600 workers who handle the dental, life
and disability coverage case files for more than
2 million British Columbians — PBC went after the
workers’ retiree benefits, extended health plan, and
other benefits.
What message does that send to the people insured by
PBC? That substandard benefits are okay?
Contact Jan K. Grude, Pacific Blue Cross President and CEO,
and ask him why PBC is rolling back the clock on benefits
rightfully bargained for current and future employees.

Phone: 604-761-5364

1816

E-mail: jgrude@pac.bluecross.ca
#AskJan

A message from the dedicated workers who handle benefits
for British Columbians.

cope 491

BC Ferries is hoping to
finalize a property purchase in Fulford village that
will allow it to get moving
on terminal expansion
plans, with a 2020 completion date in mind.
Speaking to the semiannual meeting of ferry
executives and the Salt
Spr ing Ferr y Advisor y
Committee on Thursday,
vice-president of strategic
planning Dave Hendry said
archeological and geotechnical requirements at the
historic Patterson property
will hopefully be addressed
in the near future.
“It’s a multi-year project
but we’re hopeful the first
critical phasing of closing the property purchase
will be done in the next
few months,” Hendry said,
adding the terminal design
process can begin after that
happens.
Members of the public
who attended the meeting were happy to hear an
idea for incorporating Fulford village history into the
development has support
from ferries executives,
including new CEO Mark
Collins. In light of changes
that will include removing
the 100-year-old Patterson
house from the waterfront,
Emily Hepburn gave a delegation to “plant a seed”
about installing historic
photos somewhere in the
new space, whether in a
wall display, a bus shelter or other means. Salt
Spring Archives and the
Salt Spring Historical Society have agreed to supply
images as needed.
“If BC Ferries is interested, we will establish a
committee to get started,”
Hepburn proposed.
“I can answer in the
affirmative: we’d like to
work with you. We’re very
interested in this,” Collins

replied. “We recognize it’s
a massive redevelopment
of that area. It will have
a massive impact on the
community.”
BC Ferries will also work
with local First Nations
to ensure their history is
reflected in the space. Hendry said both components
will be part of the larger
public engagement process once terminal development moves ahead.

Vesuvius
upgrades
Needed improvements
to passenger amenities at
Vesuvius — which became
pronounced during 201617’s harsh winter — are
still some way out, with
a terminal development
plan scheduled for 2020
and possible construction
to be completed by 2021.
Hendry said the plan will
include rebuilding the trestle with a holding lane and
a new indoor waiting area
and washroom.
“As well as the vessels,
we’re trying to standardize
a lot of the berth infrastructure,” Hendry reported.
FAC chair Harold Swierenga said even modest
standards such as Denman
Island enjoys would be
welcome.
“I’ve been to probably
every terminal up and
down the coast, including Prince Rupert — and
Crofton and Vesuvius don’t
really fare that well,” Swierenga said.
BC Ferries’ terminal
operations superintendent
Monique Turgeon said
temporary improvements
for the interim could be
looked into.
Ferries executives will
meanwhile continue
exploring a plan to retire
the Howe Sound Queen,
the ferry currently serving the Vesuvius-Crofton
route, and replace it with
the MV Quinitsa. The Salt
Spring FAC has expressed
reservations about the idea
since the Quinitsa has less
vehicle capacity than the

Howe Sound Queen, which
has lately been experiencing frequent overloads.
On the positive side,
meeting participants
heard BC Ferries plans to
add another sailing if necessary to meet demand,
and although smaller, the
Quinitsa doesn’t have the
same weight restrictions as
the Howe Sound Queen.
Collins said the ferry
corporation would like to
bring the Quinitsa back for
a trial period on the Vesuvius-Crofton run based
on improved scheduling.
A previous trial that was
meant to last just 48 hours
went as long as eight or nine
days without proper planning, and therefore left a
bad impression with users.
“Certainly if it doesn’t
work, we’ll do something
else. We’re not in the habit
of floating proposals that
don’t work,” Collins said.

Long Harbour
operations
Passengers travelling out
of Long Harbour can look
forward to a new ship and
a new schedule at the start
of summer, with the Salish
Eagle set to enter service on
June 21. For this year only
the Queen of Nanaimo and
the Eagle will both be active
on the Gulf Islands-Tsawwassen route.
The Eagle’s sister ship Salish Raven, now en route to
British Columbia from shipyards in Poland, will likely
be ready for service sometime between Labour Day
and Thanksgiving. Collins
said there are not enough
crew members available to
commission the new ship
during the busy summer
months.
Passengers who are fond
of the long-serving Gulf
Islands ship will have the
opportunity to say goodbye
to the Nanaimo at a special
event later this year.
“I think we have some
crew members who have
spent their entire careers
on her. It will be an emotive
time,” Collins observed.
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PARKS & RECREATION

Park and facility rental fee increase set at two per cent
Project charters also
approved
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission will stick to a two per cent
increase to most of its user fees and rental
rates after defeating a five per cent increase
on Monday night.
Commissioners had considered a staff
recommendation with the five per cent
proposal in April but asked parks manager
Dan Ovington to come back with more
information.
Commission member Brian Webster said
the new report only reinforced what he had
argued previously, that increases should not
exceed the rate of inflation.
“There are very few families on Salt Spring
that are getting pay increases of five per cent

or more, so I cannot support this motion,”
Webster said.
The commission approved the two per
cent increase that had been budgeted, and
also accepted Ovington’s recommendation
that a policy should be developed to guide
future user fee decisions.

Centennial washrooms
PARC commissioners have started the
process of replacing the aging washrooms
at Centennial Park, approving a project
charter and confirming the building’s key
elements and features at Monday’s meeting.
Capital Regional District staff will now seek
preliminary cost estimates for these features
before coming back to the commission with
a more refined planning document. The
new structure is planned to be constructed
after the end of the 2017 market season to
be ready in time for the 2018 opening.

Based on market season traffic at the
park, the plans call for the building to
include a male washroom with two urinals
and one toilet, a female washroom with five
toilets and a separate gender neutral/accessible washroom. Other suggested aspects of
the new space include storage, a utility area,
a market service area and bike parking.
PARC staff are targeting August or September in their timeline to issue a request
for proposals for a design-built contract
budgeted at $500,000.

Strategic plan update
Commissioners also approved a project
charter to update the 2009 Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan. A detailed process
involving statistical research and public
engagement by a consultant is planned,
with a projected budget of $75,000.
While commissioner Sonja Collombin

Legal advice process queried
FIRE BOARD
continued from 1
“The chair expresses the
will of the board and is not
the boss of the board, has
no more sway.”
They also cr iticized
statements Forest allegedly
made on the topic of conflict of interest and trustees. Howard Holzapfel, a
trustee elected by acclamation with three others in
January, is a former paidon-call field incident technician. At one point Holzapfel indicated he didn’t
think he should have to
resign his POC role to be a
trustee, and the district’s
letters patent does not
forbid such dual roles. Per
Svendsen, also a new trustee, was in a similar conflict situation for providing
mechanic services to the
fire district. He is no longer
providing those services.

“It’s not a motion
of non-confidence.
It’s a motion of
confidence.”
ROLLIe COOK
SS fire trustee
Forest asked for the
board to move a motion of
confidence or non-confidence in him as chair, but
that suggestion met resistance.
“It’s not that simple,”
said Baker.
“I think it is that simple,”
replied Forest.
The group ended up
passing a resolution that
outlined how Holzapfel
and Svendsen were free
of conflict of interest and
that “all seven trustees
enjoy the mutual trust and
respect necessary for inde-

pendent members to work
together successfully.”
“It’s a motion of confidence in all members of
the board,” said Cook. “It’s
not a motion of non-confidence. It’s a motion of confidence.”
As well, according to
Fores t, t he group d id
report out from its in-camera meeting later in the
evening to confirm their
confidence in him as chair.
Another issue raised by
Baker was the obtaining of
legal advice by Forest and
corporate administrative
officer Andrew Peat without the board authorizing
the expenditure. He read
from the Improvement
District Manual where that
practice was disallowed.
Peat explained the fire
board’s situation: “It was
a motion of the previous
board that the chair and or
the CAO have the authority to engage counsel by
right of office. I have the
right to decide if the circumstances are such and
the urgency is such that I
can talk to counsel. That
arose to address a situation where other trustees
were talking with counsel
and the clock was going at
$350 an hour.”
Peat noted that public
notice of all board meetings is required, so that it
would not be practical to
get board authority to seek
legal advice every time a
legal question arises. The
situations often demand
a quick response, he said.
“If you wish to constrain
myself and/or the chair
to act in a timely manner,
there will be consequences,” said Peat.
Also serving on the board
are Mary Lynn Hetherington, who was first acclaimed
in January along with Holzapfel, Svendsen and Chris
Budd and then elected in

April along with Cook.
Forest has been on the
board for two years and
Baker for 18 months. The
pair maintained a district
caretaker role, along with
Peat, when four trustees
resigned last October and
left the board without a
quorum for making decisions.

Response time
Among other business,
Cook raised his concerns
with the district’s weak
points outlined in the last
Fire Underwriters’ Survey.
“Our response time is
horrible. Our water supply
isn’t reliable and our fire
hall is in bad shape. Those
are three big issues we
should be thinking about
and addressing before the
poop hits the fan.”
Cook was most worried
about the department’s
response time, and specifically how it took an average
of 6.5 minutes for personnel to get to the fire hall
outside of daytime hours.
“It would be better if we
had people in the hall,”
said Cook.
He m ov e d a n d t h e
board passed a motion
asking Fire Chief Arjuna
George to provide information about potential
different staffing models that could be used to
improve response times
after hours.

Committee
members
needed
The fire distr ict will
soon be advertising for
community members
to volunteer on several
board committees, ranging from facilities and
physical plant to human
resources and legal.

wondered if recent consultation studies could be incorporated to keep the costs down, Ovington said he suspects
the project’s wide scope will be hard to get for the price.
“It is a little more detailed than anything we’ve done in
the past,” Ovington said.
CRD director Wayne McIntyre cast the sole vote in opposition.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician
for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

250-537-5268

EMERGENCY SERVICE

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9
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IMMEDIATE

Please proof this ad carefully and

FREE EDUCATION EVENTS: SALTIf you
SPRING
ISLAND
have changes,
please respond ASAP thus allow

If we do not receive a response by MON

1 Knowledge is power! Find out what is really happening in your body when we Thanks
UNDERSTANDING ARTHRITIS

talk about arthritis.
DATE: Sunday, May 28, 2017 | TIME: 1:00 – 3:00 pm

2 TIPS, TRICKS AND TOOLS TO MANAGE YOUR JOINTS

Drift
Y o u r

C o m m u n I

While arthritis can make daily activities challenging and painful, this interactive
workshop will provide information about the many tools, gadgets and techniques
to help make daily tasks easier.
DATE: Sunday, June 11, 2017 | TIME: 1:00 – 3:00 pm

CONTROL OVER ARTHRITIS
3 EXERCISING
Motion is lotion! Staying physically active is a vital part of managing arthritis and
the maintenance of joint mobility, muscle strength and cardiovascular health.
DATE: Sunday, June 18, 2017 | TIME: 1:00 – 3:00 pm

4 GARDENING WITH ARTHRITIS

Don’t let your arthritis pain get in the way of doing the things you love, like
gardening. Gardening is a great form of exercise and at this interactive workshop
you’ll learn about creative ways that you can make gardening with arthritis easier.
DATE: Sunday, July 9, 2017 | TIME: 1:00 – 3:00 pm

All of these programs are free and take place at:
Salt Spring Island Library – 129 McPhillips Avenue
To register for one or all four of these
events please call toll-free 1.866.414.7766
arthritis.ca/bc
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OPINION

2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

No doubt
about it

L

ast week’s provincial
election proved once
again that politics is
never dull in British
Columbia.

With many thousands of absentee ballots
still to be counted, and two judicial recounts to
determine the final results in two ridings, how the
province will be governed in the near future is not
yet clear.
What is clear is that the Green party and Saanich North and the Islands’ new MLA — Adam
Olsen — will have plenty of say in legislation
that is pursued, or not. And he will do so having
received solid support from voters. The race that
was deemed too close to call turned out to not be
close at all this time, with Olsen earning 41.8 per
cent of the vote, which was 11 per cent more than
Holman in second place.
Not only that, but the
riding saw almost 70 per
cent of registered voters
B.C. election
exercise their right at the
ballot box, compared to
about 57 per cent across
Olsen has decisive the province. Exceptionally high voter turnout
mandate
has been seen both
nationally and provincially in our riding, which is something to truly be
proud of.
We wholeheartedly thank all four Saanich
North and the Islands candidates for their participation. Holman, the NDP MLA for the past
four years, deserves special acknowledgement for
representing his constituency’s residents with his
characteristic hard work and professionalism.
With Holman and Liberal candidate Stephen
Roberts well immersed in public service activities,
we don’t expect them to now fade from view, and
look forward to seeing how their energy and skills
will benefit the region in the future.
The road of public service is not an easy one to
navigate. Politicians attract criticism and disdain
more than any other group of individuals — often
deservedly but sometimes not. It’s not a profession for someone who is especially sensitive to
potentially unfair comment.
It is a profession for someone who is a good
listener. With such a highly engaged populace in
Saanich North and the Islands, our new MLA will
no doubt be doing a lot of listening in the coming
years.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Janice Harkley

Memories of 1967 spur flower plans
When I was 13, my parents drove across Canada with me
mostly in the back seat of our new sauterne gold Ford Galaxy
500 XL.
I remember that in Regina the water came out of the tap so
orange that I would not drink it. I remember hours and hours
of fields of waving golden wheat, then finally reaching the lake
district of Northern Ontario. I remember the incredible beauty
of sideways-sheared rock, and then several days later seeing
richly glowing paintings by the Group of Seven of that Canadian Shield in the National Art Gallery.
I remember that I was in charge of handling the daily food
budget of $5 per person. I don’t remember there being many, if
any, McDonald’s, but I think we ate at a lot of A&Ws.
I remember arriving at our destination, Montreal, and staying near the Rue Côte-des-Neiges in an apartment above a
famous deli that sold Montreal smoked meats. I remember
having to actually use my school French to communicate with
the daily maid. I remember taking my first subway ride on the
Expo line, where the advertising promoted you could shop
underground and never have to surface. From Expo 67, the
pavilion that I can still picture in my head was from Czechoslovakia, with its icy glass structure and containing sparkling cut
lead crystal bowls and glasses and ornaments.
On the way home, I remember that at a gas station at Dinorwic, near my dad’s hometown of Sioux Lookout, Ont., I went
in to use the washroom, and came out, only to see my parents
driving away. They were many miles down the road before they
realized their quiet, bookish, well-behaved only child wasn’t in
the back seat.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should SSI vacation rental rules be considered?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

Partly their guilt over that combined with a welcoming aunt
and uncle resulted in my staying in Sioux Lookout for the rest
of the summer and working in McKenzie’s Shoe Store, my first
real job. I remember being admonished to not go near the
town liquor store, because there could be “Indians” (not the
politically correct term, but the term of 1967, shades of Joseph
Boyden) hanging out there.
I remember coming home by myself by train, having to
negotiate changing from the Canadian National line to Canadian Pacific line in the middle of the night in Winnipeg. I
remember Dad reminding me that when eating in the dining
car, just start at the outside of all the utensils and use them in
that order as you work your way through the various courses.
It was the summer of love and there were flowers in the
streets. Not in my home town of Calgary, but in the music of
Scott McKenzie. It was the year of Canada’s 100th birthday.
That was a magical year for me, and I am asking your help to
create a little bit of magic on Salt Spring this year by planting
flowers in the colours of our flag to acknowledge and honour
Canada’s 150th birthday. It’s something easy that we all can
participate in, visibly linking together to celebrate a country
that has the collective mindset and decency to provide health
care to all our citizens, that makes room for people from war
zones, that tackles Truth and Reconciliation, and that truly
promotes a culture of making love/peace and not war.
The writer is a member of the Salt Spring Community Economic Development Commission and co-owner of Salt Spring
Mercantile.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you happy with the B.C.
election results?

63

39
YES NO
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “Our response time is horrible. Our

water supply isn’t reliable and our fire hall is in bad shape.”
ROLLIE COOK, SALT SPRING FIRE TRUSTEE

SALT SPRING

SAYS

We asked: Should
the Canadian
government be
setting airplane
travellers’ rights?

GAYLE BAKER

GLORIA MCEACHERN

NORMAN PAGE

There aren’t many companies
that don’t treat customers the
way they should without it
being known on social media;
if they don’t, people should
walk with their wallets.

I don’t think people should be
thrown out of their seats when
they’ve paid for them. You
would hope companies would
do the right thing, but if not
there should be stipulations.

There should be more love in
the world. They should take
it easier on passengers.

Letters to the editor
Vote with
your heart

One sixth of the votes cast
in last week’s B.C. provincial
election supported Green
party candidates. That’s significant.
This despite the tired rhetoric the NDP trots out at every
election, claiming that they
are our only hope to get rid of
the evil Conservatives (oops! I
meant Liberals).
We will never know how
many Green supporters were
swayed by the old “don’t split
the vote” argument, but it’s
safe to say that Green candidates across the province lost
many votes to fear.
This is voter suppression,
NDP-style. I’m told I can’t vote
for the candidate I want, but
that I must vote for a candidate I don’t necessarily want
to make sure the candidate
I definitely don’t want isn’t
elected. Enough, people!

Shame on you! Change your
message.
Green candidates captured
16.75 per cent of the popular
vote and won three ridings
by healthy margins. If we had
proportional representation this election would have
resulted in 14 Green voices
in the legislature rather than
three. That’s how bad our voting system is today.
Proportional representation would not have forced
us to choose between Adam
Olsen and Gary Holman. We
could have voted for both of
them. I would have done that.
Another issue: who trusts
a government that’s bought
and paid for by corporate
donations? How can such
an administration claim to
represent the people of B.C.?
Democracy — brought to you
by the party with the most
and the biggest election signs.
Not likely.
Should we be angry? Well,
yeah, but there’s a bright side

too. Those of us who voted
with our hearts have delivered a clear message to our
politicians. It’s one they can’t
ignore. We’ve also proven to
the less-confident among
us that it’s OK to vote for the
candidate you like. Well done,
people!
CHRIS DIXON,
S A LT S P R I N G

Thanks to
Holman
Like many other Salt
Springers, I am terribly disappointed to lose Gary Holman
as our MLA. Gary has served
our community tirelessly for
many years, and we owe him
a debt of gratitude.
I was privileged to work
closely with Gary for three
years while he was the CRD
director and I was a trustee.
I came to respect him enormously for his honesty and
integrity, his hard work and
his dedication to making Salt

ou must spend all your time
focusing on old age!” she
exclaimed.
I was sharing an impromptu
coffee the other day with a couple
of friends. One wanted to know
what my next column would be
about and I hadn’t a clue until the
other, who adopts a take-life-asit-comes attitude, felt I needed to
hear how unhealthy it is to think
about old age all the time.
Good heavens! Let me reassure
anyone else who’s been worrying
about me: My life is so full of projects and activities I often wonder
how to make time to write this
column. Right now, I should be
doing my last-minute packing
for a three-week trip to Spain and
Portugal. I’m leaving tomorrow,
so it’s important. But overly-conscientious person that I am, I’m
sitting at my keyboard pounding
out this column so I can submit
it before I go. Let’s see, if it’s published on schedule, you could be
reading these words while I’m at a

bodega near Seville tasting wine.
If I remember, I’ll drink to your
good health. And you can be sure
of this: I’ll also be drinking to my
own good health.
Here’s the thing: I come from
a line of nonagenarians, my
mother making it to 93 while her
mother lived to be 99. If I’m lucky,
I might make it to 100, or even
beyond, and I want those years to
be good ones.
In a way, it’s a blessing that Mom
didn’t outlive Grandma because
my mother developed dementia and heart trouble in her late
80s and wasn’t having much fun.
But then, Grandma wasn’t having much fun either: even though
she had all her marbles right to
the end, she was mostly blind
from macular degeneration and
mostly sedentary because she
was crippled with arthritis. Worst
of all, she was terribly lonely.
Don’t get me wrong! I’m not
trying to be negative. On the contrary, if I’m slated to be a cente-

MARY FENTI

I think I would be infuriated
if I couldn’t get on my flight,
because time is precious and
people plan well in advance.
Airlines should be able to do
the same.

I don’t see it being a big
problem in Canada, but basic
human rights should apply
and Transport Canada should
take that into consideration.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Spring a better place to live.
Of course it was Gary who
after years of persistent lobbying managed to get a public
transit service for the island
— perhaps the biggest single
change in community life we
have had in many years —
and it is already hard to imagine now how we managed to
live without it. It has become
an indispensable part of the
fabric of Salt Spring. That’s
only the most visible accomplishment, but his work on
Grace Islet and democratic
reform in particular also
show cultural sensitivity and
non-partisan efforts too often
sadly lacking in elected representatives.
This is not to write the
political epitaph of Gary Holman — not at all — because
none of us knows what the
future will bring. I hope he
will be back in public office
serving the community as
he has done so well. He may
have that opportunity again

AGING with GRACE: Take Care of Yourself
“Y

DARCY CLARK

narian, I want my wits about me;
I want to enjoy the scenery and
be able to read a good book. I also
want to get up out of a chair, walk
into the kitchen and make myself
a sandwich. Then, too, I’d like to
be able to walk across the street to
visit a friend or maybe meet her
somewhere for a coffee.
Being a warm-hearted soul,
I’d like all that for you too. And I
don’t think it’s too much to hope
for, especially here on Salt Spring,
but it does take a bit of preparing.
So what do we do? John
Buettner, the author of The Blue
Zones Solution: Eating and Living Like the World’s Healthiest
People, outlined a plan a few
weeks ago on the CBC. Buettner’s
been around for a long time, the
program was a rerun and his
book is in its second edition, so
maybe you already know about
the blue zones. If so, consider this
a reminder; if not, imagine these
points as a primer on what people who live long, happy, healthy

soon. It is merely to acknowledge his contribution and to
thank him for his commitment and his public service
on our behalf.
GEORGE EHRING,
S A LT S P R I N G

Islanders
deserve better
T h e Many Islan ders
Opposed to Incorporation
group recognizes Salt Spring,
the Gulf Islands and its population for its uniqueness.
Our Trust governance
model has succeeded by and
large with its preserve and
protect mandate and seen
gradual, controlled population growth as well as developments throughout the Gulf
Islands. It is a fine balance to
protect nature while preserving the character of a community and still enables unique
lifestyles.
Many who have lived here
for decades tend to appreciate

what we have accomplished
as a community, but much like
elsewhere in the world there
has been a desire for change
here on Salt Spring. A strong
force is pushing for incorporation — adopting a municipal
model, essentially the “sameold, same-old.”
Islanders are a resourceful,
imaginative, intelligent breed
who like to think outside of
the box and deserve better.
Let’s build on a model gifted
to us and the people of B.C.
by the provincial government
some 40 years ago. Let’s get
together as an island community and strengthen our Trust
by reforming and improving
our form of governance rather than undermining it.
You can get on the Many
Islanders email list by contacting themanyislanders@
gmail.com.
VERA ROBINSON,
MUSGRAVE ROAD

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

BY HELEN HINCHLIFF

lives do as they keep on going:
They have a strong sense of purpose; maintain a circle of friends,
preferably within walking distance; eat a healthy diet and keep
physically active.
My mother kept working until
her mid-70s, teaching and then
leading Elder Hostel tours. She
also organized field trips when
she served as California director
of the Oregon-California Trails
Association. Then she started writing her memoirs. Sadly,
dementia finally overtook her,
but her strong sense of purpose
kept her going for a long time.
Grandma had a circle of friends
she made at university, but over
the years they all moved away or
died. She outlived them all. Mom
took note and made younger
friends, but most of them moved
away too. Brinkworthy is a great
place for having friends within
walking distance and that’s a big
reason why I moved here. Some
depart, but others arrive, so new

friends close
by are always
possible.
Buettner
reports that
HELEN HINCHLIFF
blue zone
folks, wherever they live and
whatever they eat, their diet is
always unprocessed and mostly
plant-based. Not only do they
often grow it themselves they
cook everything from scratch.
His poster girl, aged 100 but
feeling more like 70, walks a mile
every day before breakfast and
rides six miles each afternoon on
her stationary bike. I have to admit
that’s more than I do, but at least
I’m learning yoga and becoming
much more flexible. Nevertheless, my yoga teacher warns that
if I don’t get up from my computer
every 20 minutes and do some
stretching exercises, I’ll be a cripple long before reaching 100.
So my focus isn’t old age; it’s
the importance of taking care of
yourself.
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Register for our
Emergency Notification
System
In order to enhance communications
for our POD program and our
community SSI Emergency Program
has obtained an Emergency
Notification System.
In a major emergency or disaster
getting warnings and alerts quickly to
people is essential. Timing is critical.
Our new Emergency Notification
system will assist with this need
providing individuals a system using
multiple communication methods
including: cell phone, home phone,
texting or email.

Register today at: www.crd.bc.ca/ens
www.prepareyourself.ca

Driftwood
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Register
for
Rants
and Roses
our Emergency

Roses

supplying treats and coffee to our host
Notification
teachers and to Tim and John for keepus caffeinated. High fives to the staff
Systeming
at SIMS, to SD64, and to the parents and

SWOVA wishes to send a big heartfelt
bucket of gratitude to our community for
supporting the Young Women’s Summit. A
big thank you to Café Talia, who not only
donated their space but closed up a little
early for us, and to Country Grocer, who
fed us and kept us hydrated. Thank you
to our facilitators who donated their time.
And thank you to Gia Hasenfratz, who
advocated for this event.
Huge bouquets of fleurs-de-lis to everyone who helped make the Grade 7 Sherbrooke/Salt Spring Island exchange such a
success. Merci to Country Grocer for their
generous donation of food to our welcome
party, to Frank at Glad’s for supplying us
with delicious ice cream, to Café Talia for

students of Grade 7 French Immersion.

Heritage roses with sincere thanks to
Tom with TNT Signs and to Shaw Cable
for our Ruckle Farm Day banner presentation. Also to K2Park Services and Country
Grocer for your continued support and
generous donations. You help to make
Ruckle Heritage Farm Day happen as a
free day of family fun at the farm.

A big bucket of red roses to Jane at the
Salt Spring Pharmacy for going above and
beyond the call of duty. Alison Kerr

A volume of roses to all the dedicated
One to One tutors for all the time and care
you dedicate to so many young readers
in our schools. The Salt Spring Literacy
Society

Volunteer and Community Resources
and the Royal Canadian Legion Branch
92 would like to express their gratitude
to the 15 local sponsors of National Volunteer Week 2017 It’s Coffee Time program. Thank you for your generous support of community and acknowledgment
of our island volunteers.

Salt Spring Rod & Gun Club members
send a big bouquet of roses to the Country
Grocer in recognition of their community
spirit and generosity with the community BBQs. Thank you for your assistance
throughout the day at our BBQ on May 13.
It was a lot of fun, and thanks to everyone
who stopped by for a burger and visit.
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An informative, glossy,
digest size magazine plus
website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com
Contact the Driftwood
for more information

250 537 9933

BOOK
YOUR
SPACE
Envisioning
a fossil-fuel Salt Spring
NOW!
Spirited campaign

Now that the 2017 election dust has settled — albeit with Courtenay-Comox still to be confirmed — here in Saanich North and the
Islands, I would like to congratulate our local winner, Adam Olsen,
and thank our past MLA Gary Holman for his service.
We had a spirited and interesting campaign in our riding, and
we can all be thankful for its civility. We have an engaged electorate
that votes in higher numbers than elsewhere in B.C. and we have a
diversity of perspectives that reflects the many enriching variations
we find within our riding’s communities. We can be proud of our
democratic process.
I am honoured to have been your BC Liberal candidate, and I
am humbled to have enjoyed the backing of so many voters, vol-

gulfislandstourism.com

gulfislandstourism.com

gulfislandstourism.com

BOOK
YOUR
SPACE
NOW!

unteers and supporters. We ran a positive campaign here that was
based on the issues, the facts and the desire to serve the people of
our riding. For me, it was and remains about supporting our community. I have no regrets for standing up and offering my perspective and my ideas for the future and how we make it better, not just
for Saanich North and the Islands but for all British Columbians.
A roadmap to the future now lies in the hands of a divided legislature. If the new members of that legislature remember the voters
that put them there, and work collaboratively within the principles
www.prepareyourself.ca
of tolerance, inclusiveness
and fairness that are so representative of
Canadians, then we will be in good hands.
I am a Canadian, a British Columbian and an islander — a Salt
Spring Islander no less! Nothing makes me more proud.
Stephen P. Roberts,

Driftwood
more letters continued on 9

S a lt S p r i n g

by JIM STANDEN
I have always been impressed with countries that set long-term goals. Goals that
extend beyond the direct impact within
a current mandate of a government (you
know, supporting bragging rights at the tail
end of their term).
Examples of long-term goals are Norway
banning all internal combustion engines
by 2025 (and now India by 2030). Other very
long-term goals are our fine Canadian universal health care and pension plans. I am
sure we all appreciate those. I have heard
that China has 100-year horizon goals.
These goals provide a purpose and a
direction. Other projects can be wrapped
around these visions knowing the environment and how they can fit in.
So, wishing this to be a neutral message
— not invested in whether to incorporate
(or not) — I would like to see the following
initiated from whatever form of government appears. Think of the following examples in terms of job creation, economic and
environmental sustainability. Compare it
to your vision of what you would like to see
completed in a set amount of time.

an escape from noise/cold downtown Calgary and a tourist destination). Permanent
outdoor seating for seniors (like me) and
outside art featuring local artists.
- Completion of walking/biking paths
from Ganges to Vesuvius.
- BC Ferries or a private operator adds
passenger electrical ferry service from Sidney to Ganges.

- Expansion of the Saturday Market into
a nearby street (Saturday only).
- Discussions continue between the
Mayor of Sidney and (fill in blank here) to
create a passenger-only ferry from Sidney
to Ganges.
- We add “Welcome to Salt Spring” and
“Thanks for Visiting Salt Spring” signs at all
ferry terminals and floatplane docks.

- Twenty per cent of additional park
space is added to Salt Spring Island. Mount
Erskine connects to the water and you can
walk from Isabella Point to Southey Point
on a trail system. Salt Spring Island is a hikers destination.
- Only a by-pass road for cars remains
in Ganges. The remainder is pedestrian only. Seating is outdoor and everywhere. Outdoor restaurants flourish and
along the now-named Ganges-Élysées,
which runs from the Tree House Cafe to
Island Escapades, features local food, wines
and spirits.
- Abandoned marine vessels removed.

gulfislandstourism.com
Five years

- Additional streets are closed to traffic and become pedestrian-friendly malls.
Reduction of noise and fresher air are
observed.
- Completion of walking/biking paths
from Ganges to Fulford.
- Opening of a cooperative-owned solar
energy park that feeds BC Hydro. Shareholder members receive a reduction from
their electric bill from energy generated by
the park.
- Fifty per cent of our food is produced
on island.
- All public and restaurant/retail toilets
are low flow, dual flush or waterless.

An informative, glossy,digest
size magazine
One year
Ten years
plus website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com

Contact the Driftwood for more information

250 537 9933

Three years

- Permanent sealing off of that expanded
market road mentioned above (similar to
the 8th Avenue mall in Calgary, which is
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- Ninety per cent of food is produced
on-island.

Fifty years

- Ganges is a quiet village and pedestrian
only. Two-story limit has been maintained
and is admired for its open and welcoming
architecture. The harbour is clean and full
of sustainable seafood.
- The island has a strong agricultural base
and heritage and is self-sufficient in meats,
fruits and grains, and award-winning
wines, beers, ciders and spirits.
- The oil industry collapsed and now just
produces a few essential products, with
the demand destruction of fossil fuels due
to the almost 100 per cent use of electric
transportation and home battery technology. Gas stations are a distant memory. Oil
exploration never happened in the Arctic or
Amazon jungle.

One thousand years - How
did it work out?
Ganges remains a quiet village and tourist destination. The European flavour of
the environment has been preserved. The
boardwalk from Moby’s to Island Escapades will be completed shortly. Our harbour waters are pristine and rainwater
harvesting meets our needs, even with a
challenging climate. The big cables to Vancouver Island for electricity supply are gone
as we are now self-sufficient. The Trust, or
the Trust in conjunction with incorporated
Salt Spring Island, or whatever form of government, is proud of its preservation of this
wonderful and so special location.
The average lifespan of Salt Springers is
105, amongst the highest in the world.
The writer is the EV registrar for Salt
Spring Island.
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Island could be ‘doubly impoverished’ by incorporation
by David Rapport and Luisa Maffi
Who would deny that our island needs a
vital economy? And who would deny that
the economy is a fundamental consideration in the upcoming incorporation referendum?
So let’s take a look at our choices from a
hard-nosed “dollars and cents” perspective.
There are important financial considerations attached to our vote on incorporation
— perhaps more than we have thus far
recognized.
Many questions have already been raised
about the tax burdens that might arise from
opting for a municipality, such as covering
the costs of maintenance of roads, policing
and other vital services that are currently
funded by the province. But alas, we have
few concrete data to go on. Those presented
by the incorporation study have been challenged on various counts, and at the very
least they beg for much more information
than we have been given. But of one thing
we can be sure: the province has carefully
reviewed the prospective balance sheet,
and concluded that some 20-million bucks
as an inducement for us to cut our ties is
“chicken feed” compared to the burden the
province will continue to shoulder if we say
“no” on Sept. 9 — a burden that they would
be more than happy to download on us if
we say “yes.”
If Salt Spring opted to become a municipality, it would in all likelihood have to
make up for a significant financial shortfall after the provincial “gift” has been
exhausted. To do so, it would have two,
not mutually exclusive, options: one
would be to increase the tax levy on existing island properties; the other would be
to increase revenues by aggressively promoting new development, with the aim
of attracting more people to the island,

GUESTColumn
whether as residents or as tourists.
The option of increasing the tax levy
would undoubtedly lead to a decline in
property values, for the simple reason
that higher taxes increase the cost for
homeowners to live here. With the second
option, the municipality would attempt to
increase revenue to its coffers in a variety of
ways: expanding and densifying residential areas; encouraging new commercial
and industrial ventures; providing more
tourist accommodations (hotels, motels);
making room for increased harbour traffic
with new or expanded marinas and floatplane docks; and more.
But a push for rampant development has
its own downside. A significant increase in
population, both permanent and temporary, would add further strain on the already
heavy demand on our drinking water, particularly during the ever-drier summer
months. As well, ramping up development
would require more roads and more of
all kinds of other infrastructure — from
schools to health facilities, water and sewage treatment centres, police stations, and
so forth. There has been little, if any, discussion of the cost to taxpayers of all the
new infrastructure that would be required
with greater development stimulated by a
municipality — all of which would result in
higher tax burdens, in addition to stressing
the island’s delicate ecology.
While the very thought of more development may well delight the island’s business
community, the party wouldn’t likely last
very long. Increasing stress on the island’s
ecology would inevitably contribute to
trashing the very feature that draws resi-

More letters
continued from 8

Cold facts
I thank John Rowlandson for his quirky historical interpretation and his reasons to vote
no to local government for Salt Spring in his
“Cold comfort” letter last week. I’d like to bring
to his attention a couple of “cold facts.”
Cold fact #1: Homeowners on Salt Spring
do in fact pay approximately $2 million in
road taxes yearly. Unfortunately we do not
necessarily receive $2,000,000 of roadwork
in a year. Some years as little as $400,000 was
spent. On average we get back less than what
we pay.
This has resulted in degradation of our roads
without proper ditching, grading and timely
repairs. Should we vote against becoming an
island municipality we can expect this negligence to continue. If, however, we vote yes,
the province agrees to continue to maintain
our roads for five years without the tax. This
will allow us to grow a reserve of $13 million
before taking over responsibility for the roads.
The province also agreed to spend $6 million
to widen and repair Fulford Ganges Road and
make repairs to Walker Hook road.
Cold fact #2: On the topic of the bioregion
and whether 400 other islands or the Islands
Trust might be at risk if we vote for a municipality, John’s concern is unfounded. The Island
Municipality of Salt Spring would continue to
pay its normal share for Trust area-wide initiatives throughout the bioregion, while taking
care of local land-use planning here at home,
which will cost taxpayers way less than we pay
to the Trust.
I wholeheartedly endorse the Trust’s mandate and, as John reminds us, it is good to
remember the Trust exists for all the people
of B.C. It is a pity for the people of the islands,
though, that the people of B.C. contribute only

dents and tourists here in the first place.
Let’s not forget what it is that visitors refer
to when they come to Salt Spring and tell
us that we “live in paradise.” Our island is
still a relatively pristine, thriving rural and
marine environment, not the next suburbia
of cookie-cutter developments, box-store
malls and cemented-over coastline.
Years back, Salt Spring was already
flagged by tourism experts as teetering on
the verge of over-development. It wouldn’t
take much for our island to gain the reputation of being short on water, ever-busier
with intolerable traffic and a bit of a zoo in
downtown Ganges. What this would do for
the island’s economy and property values is
clear: they both would likely tank.
Then too, should the “yes” vote win out
in a close call, we might well risk a major
exodus among those islanders who remain
strongly opposed to incorporation, because
the concept and practice of a municipal
government is not compatible with their
idea of peaceful island life. Another exodus
would likely occur as people would start
seeing their tax burdens go up. A mass exodus would not only put downward pressure
on property values; it would also lead to a
reduced demand for goods and services
supplied by island businesses, creating a
ripple effect that would further depress the
economy.
Bottom line: there is much more at stake
than a vote for a different form of governance. A vote for incorporation is a vote that
carries high economic risk for all islanders. In investment lingo, the downside risk
appears far greater than an upside potential. Investors faced with such choices will
generally walk away, unless they have a high
tolerance for risk-taking. What is at stake
here is the risk of becoming doubly impoverished: confronted by both higher taxes

two per cent of the Trust’s (now) $7.7-million
budget.
Don’t take my word for it. Go to www.yestosaltspringislandmunicipality.org, which references the official studies with comprehensive
explanations to frequently asked questions
about our becoming an island municipality, with the Islands Trust preserve and protect
mandate in place.
Betsy Johnston,
Chu-an Drive

MLA’s appreciation

My heartfelt thanks to our NDP campaign
team, the hundreds of volunteers and donors,
and the thousands of voters who supported me
in this election.
My congratulations to Adam Olsen for his
successful campaign and thanks to Stephen
Roberts and Jordan Templeman for putting
themselves forward for public office.
What appears now to be a minority government and the final tallying of 176,000 absentee ballots may yet result in some progressive
changes at the provincial level, like voting and
election finance reforms, and stopping destructive industrial projects, all of which were key
elements of the BC NDP and Green platforms.
There are many opportunities for positive
changes on Salt Spring and the Southern Gulf
Islands, such as a National Marine Conservation Area for the Salish Sea, inter-island passenger service, affordable housing, health and
seniors care facilities, expansion of community
bus service and pathway systems, green space
protection and much more.     
I’m proud to have served as the first NDP
MLA ever elected in Saanich North and the
Islands, and it has been a privilege to have
worked with many of you on some of these
issues over the past four years.  
Gary Holman,
Brent wood Bay

and lower property values. And while this outcome is not
a certainty, it’s not a gamble we need or can afford to take.
David Rapport holds a doctorate in economics and has
served as a senior advisor to governments and international
agencies. Luisa Maffi holds a doctorate in cultural anthropology and is co-founder and director of the international
non-profit Terralingua.

SALT SPRING ISLAND

RECYCLING DEPOT
349 RAINBOW ROAD

WILL BE
CLOSED
SATURDAY, MAY 20
for
VICTORIA DAY
LONG WEEKEND
OPEN AGAIN
TUESDAY, MAY 23
Regular hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

JAZZ

Trio plays Peterson, Brown
World-class
performers visit

The musical legacy of Oscar
Peterson and Ray Brown will
be celebrated on Salt Spring
this Saturday, May 20 with
special guest pianist Larry
Fuller.
Fuller is a world-class
pianist from New York City
who has performed with Jeff
Hamilton, Ray Brown, Harry
“Sweets” Edison, Stanley Turrentine, Phil Woods, Clark
Terry, Herb Ellis and many
other great musicians.
He will perform with
acclaimed American bassist
John Lee and drummer Kelby
MacNayr from Victoria as part
of MacNayr’s Art of the Trio
PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

ISLAND COLOUR: Michael Levy, photographer-author of Salt Spring Memento, gives
a talk about his work and the importance of supporting community at the Salt Spring
Library on Saturday, with an exhibition of paintings by Julia Lucich brightening up the
program room surroundings.

series. For this concert the
musicians will draw on some
of the great repertoire from
legendary trios as well as their
own new take on the classic
trio format.
Saturday’s concert is at Salt
Spring United Church beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are at the door and
with a special low price for
students and low-income
people.
The Driftwood has a free
pair of tickets to give away.
Send your name in an email
to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com by Thursday, May
18 at 4 p.m. and a random
draw of those names will
determine the winner. That
person will be notified by
email.

PHOTO BY DANI GURGEL

Pianist Larry Fuller.

MUSICAL THEATRE

ArtSpring hosts gamelan act
Javanese music meets puppets
and electronic arts
Salt Spring audiences will have the chance
to witness an eclectic and sonically adventurous musical theatre/philosophical spectacle
this Sunday afternoon, when Gamelan Alligator Joy performs at ArtSpring.
Gamelan Alligator Joy is the chamber
ensemble of Vancouver’s Gamelan Madu
Sari — a group known for playing both new
and traditional music composed for Javanese orchestral instruments. They are currently touring Ventriloquial Investigations,
described as “composer Michael O’Neill’s
answer to the operatic works of Robert Ashley
and the mysteries of Plato’s cave.”
The 40-minute musical theatre performance combines ventriloquist’s puppet, live
interactive projections by Sammy Chien and

BEAD SHOW & SALE
7th ANNUAL

Saturday, May 20 10-6
Sunday, May 21 10am-5pm
Monday, May 22 10-3
by Universal Gems & Beads
..................

Salt Spring Public Library
129 McPhillips Ave
..................

High quality precious and
semi precious gemstones, pearls,
crystals, findings,
chains, murano, glass etc...
..................
Info: 647-308-5492
universalgemsandbeads@gmail.com
Specials for local artists
& jewellery designers.

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 10% OFF

intercultural music by Gamelan Alligator Joy.
As a reviewer notes, “It is part multimedia
live visuals, part philosophical discourse, part
new-music masterpiece . . . Fantastical stage
design by Andreas Kahre, along with Chien’s
digital projections and some clever electronic
interventions lend extra depth to O’Neill’s
enchanting and poetic performance.”
According to the Gamelan Madu Sari website, O’Neill is known for his compositions for
Javanese, Balinese and Sundanese gamelan
as well as Scottish highland pipes. Vancouver New Music premiered his Stone Garden
for Balinese gamelan, bagpipes and voices
in 2014. Chien is an interdisciplinary media
artist, director, researcher and mentor who
works with film, sound art, new media and
dance performance. His work has been exhibited across Canada, Western Europe and Asia.
The show is at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, May
21. Tickets are available through ArtSpring.

TRIBUTE NIGHT

Dylan tunes fly at
annual Bobfest
Saturday at the Tree House
One of Salt Spring’s best-loved musical traditions
returns this Saturday with the eighth annual Bobfest at
the Tree House Café.
Hosted by David Jacquest, the evening celebrates
the music of Bob Dylan in an open stage-style format.
Besides Jacquest, performers include Laughlin Meagher,
John Duffy, Andy Meyers, David Eveno, Bill Nash and a
house band featuring Darren Linnell and John Johnston.
“Previous Bobfests have been considered island milestones and too fun to be missed, so come early and grab
a table before 6 o’clock as they’re bound to fill up early,”
said Jacquest.
The May 20 show runs from 6 to 10 p.m.
Anyone who might like to perform but hasn’t
signed up yet can contact Jacquest care of Facebook or by phoning 250-653-9172.
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REGGAE/DANCE

Legendary reggae DJ spins magic for Stagecoach event

Tank Gyal and friends at
Pulse dance night
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Islanders will have a special opportunity to dance the night away at Beaver
Point Hall to the sounds of reggae and
dancehall music during Pulse, a special fundraiser for Stagecoach Theatre
School set for Saturday, May 27.
The all-ages event features Vancouver
DJ Tank Gyal as the main event, with
backup from Rich Nines, MyKey Boom
and the Light Twerkerz crew. Doors open
at 7 p.m. to accommodate families.
“We wanted to make it all ages because
our school is a kids’ theatre school, and
so it wouldn’t make sense not to have
any of our students there,” said Stagecoach parent Sarah Nugent, who organized the event.
“And we wanted the community to

enjoy that night and get more familiar
with our programs if they want to.”
A session with The Church of Reggae
Yoga starts off events at 7:30 p.m., followed by a dancehall workshop with
Gyal on the decks at 8:30 p.m. After that,
it’s dance till you drop with the showcase
DJ lineup.
All profits from the evening will go to
Stagecoach to help lower the costs of
its after-school theatre programs, and
to fund the Rising Star program, which
helps families access classes they might
not otherwise be able to due to financial constraints. Every year it’s possible,
Stagecoach hands out either one fullyear tuition grant or two grants of a halfyear each.
“We do that so as many students as
possible can access our programs,”
Nugent said.
The evening is a departure from past
Stagecoach fundraisers, which for a
number of years have centred on dress-

WORKSHOPS

Artist shares etching techniques
Non-toxic printmaking workshop at
end of May
A new art studio aimed at providing multi-disciplinary art adventures will offer lessons on non-toxic
etching techniques on Tuesday-Wednesday, May
30-31.
Catherine Tam Art Studio at 102 Seaview Place
offers expertise in printmaking, Chinese painting
and more. In the Etching #101 workshop, participants will use a non-acidic substance to etch zinc
plates.
“You will learn how to prepare the zinc plate and
the application of hard and soft ground, aquatint,
dry point and many techniques to create the image
you have in mind or not. The most fascinating part
of printmaking, especially in etching, is the unpredictable quality and the surprising result you could
get sometimes,” Tam explains.
Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Tam came to Canada
after receiving her BFA degree in oil painting from
National Taiwan Normal University. In addition to
her university studies, she was mentored by numerous Chinese painting masters.
Tam has also studied printmaking at the University of Alberta and University of Calgary. She has
exhibited in many solo and group shows in the past
35 years. Her works can be found in diverse perma-

nent collections domestically and overseas.
The workshop will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both
days. Registration and payment can be done through
email or by phone. Contact 250-221-1079 or chuang.
tam@gmail.com for details.
Tam will also hold an open house on Thursday, May
18 from 5 to 8 p.m.

A SURVEY & NEW WORKS BY

DIANA DEAN RCA
OPENING
RECEPTION

SATURDAY MAY 27, 2017 6:00 - 9:00 PM

EXHIBITION CONTINUES UNTIL THURS., JUNE 22, 2017
www.artopenings.ca/diana-dean.html

MARTIN BATCHELOR GALLERY
712 CORMORANT STREET, VICTORIA 250-385-7919
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

times a year at the usual island public halls and select
private venues for special events. The last show they
co-produced here was with Matsya, the legendary
Silhouette event at Phoenix Farm featuring Lila Rose.”
Tickets are available at Salt Spring Books or by
e-transfer at pulsewithtankgyal@gmail.com. For
more information on the participating artists and
technicians, see the Pulse with Tank Gyal Facebook
page.

GAMELAN

ALLIGATOR JOY
SUN MAY 21 | 2:30PM

VENTRILOQUIAL INVESTIGATIONS

Generously sponsored by Lyle and Susan Eide

250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

Adults: $23 Youth: $5

Photo: Sheng Yueh Ho

Photo courtesy Stagecoach Theatre School

DJ Tank Gyal spins tunes at a reggae/dancehall music evening. She will present her
show along with other DJs for a Stagecoach Theatre School benefit on May 27.

up costume nights, but promises to be
just as entertaining. Nugent, who is connected to the electronic music world,
pulled her connections to create a fun
event that could also sell tickets.
“It all came together because I called
out to my community in the scene, and
we’re very lucky because of it,” Nugent
said, describing the high-calibre talent
coming to the island.
Gyal is creator and resident of Ting,
Vancouver’s longest-running reggae
and dancehall night. Press info notes
that “Gyal has cemented herself as one
of the West Coast’s foremost authorities
on reggae and dancehall music and all
of its offshoots and has played shows all
over the world, including Jamaica, Mexico, Switzerland, Miami and Las Vegas,
and countless festivals and concerts.
“Armed with tunes from the past,
present and future of Jamaican music
mixed with a healthy dose of custom
dubplates, Tank Gyal’s fast-paced DJ
sets have something for everyone and
are guaranteed to get the dance floor
moving.”
Gyal has been an annual part of
the lineup at the BassCoast festival,
an event founded and run by female
DJs. As Nugent explains, she’s also a
leader in the scene who was worked to
change the notion of what a female DJ
is and can be, moving past the stigma
of women as eye-candy to getting real
recognition as artists.
“She’s been very female-focused,
leading a movement of female DJs to
feel more encouraged in the art. So she’s
a good role model for our kids, too,”
Nugent said.
Rich Nines — an anagram of the name
Eric Shinn — moved to Salt Spring in
2011 after 20 years DJing in Toronto,
Montreal and B.C. Twice a month for
the past two years they have maintained residencies in Victoria at Cenote
Lounge and VEC for Art Battle.
“Here they’re best known for DJing
epic late-night/early-morning sets in
the cob house at Earth Candy Halloween every time since 2010, and a few
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Wed. May 17 Thur. May 18 Fri.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vaughn Fulford.
Live music at the Tree House Cafe.
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
GISPA: Under the Rainbow.
Gulf Islands School of Performing
Arts presents musical inspired
by the classic stories known to
many as The Wizard of Oz and
influenced by the turmoil of Judy
Garland’s life. Featuring unique
student-created choreography,
composition and ensemble acting. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
Museum open at the Farmers’
Institute every Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday through June
30. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Salt Spring Poultry Club.
With guest
speaker Barbara
Houston on What
Makes Ducks So
Special. Farmers’
Institute. 1 p.m.
Salt Spring
Hospice Film: Mortal. End of
the Reel film series presents work
by Bobby Sheehan. Salt Spring
Library Program Room. 7 to 8:30
p.m.
Central Community Hall
Board of Directors Meeting.
Public welcome. Central Hall. 7 p.m.
Songjam. Pub-style singalong
to the soundtrack of our lives.
Moby’s Pub. Spring/summer start
time is 8 p.m.

May 19

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISPA: Under the Rainbow.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Duck Creak. Live music at the
Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Cities. Live rock, pop, soul at
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Britannia Antiques and
Steffich Fine Art Buying
Event. Bring gold, silver, coins,
art, antiques and rare books to
Steffich Fine Art over four days for
expert evaluation and purchase. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
SSI Community Economic
Development Commission.
Public welcome to attend regular
business meeting. Portlock Park
Portable. 4 to 6 p.m.
Opening Reception: Ripple
Effect. Reception for show of
27 Salt Spring artists producing
art to support the protection of
the southern resident orcaa. Salt
Spring Gallery. 5 to 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Britannia Antiques and
Steffich Fine Art Buying
Event. See Thursday’s listing.
Rotary Club BBQ.
Famous Rotary hamburgers and
hot dogs are back on Fridays at
the Country Grocer parking lot
in partnership with community
groups. 11 a.m. until late afternoon.
Pecha Kucha Night + SSNAP
Auction Preview.
ArtBarn International hosts Pecha
Kucha Salt Spring Vol. 5, with six
speakers presenting on creativity
and inspiration, in a fundraiser
for SS Arts Council and Salt Spring
National Art Prize. Plus live auction preview and silent auction
bidding. Mahon Hall. Doors 6
p.m., presentations start at 7:20.

Sat.

May 20

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Book Launch: Emilie Wapnick.
Local author launches How to
Be Everything: A Guide for Those
Who (Still) Don’t Know What They
Want to Be When They Grow Up.
Based on her popular TED talk.
Salt Spring Public Library. 7 p.m.
Intro to Squash.
Free sessions continue for the
month of May. Bring nonmarking shoes and appropriate
clothing. Salt Spring Island Golf
Club. 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Bobfest VIII.
Celebrate the music of Bob Dylan
in an open-stage style evening at
the Tree House Cafe. 6 to 10 p.m.
Art of the Trio Celebrates
Oscar Peterson & Ray Brown.
New York City pianist Larry Fuller,
with John Lee on bass and Kelby
MacNayr on drums, presents
concert at the Salt Spring United
Church. 7:30 p.m.
Happy Daze.
Live band at the Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Sat.

Rating: 14a

Friday to Tuesday
May 19th to 23
at 7 p.m.
Sunday matinee
3p.m.
and 7 p.m.

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS LISTINGS

One day only Thur. June 1st
3pm matinee and 7pm
Email thefritz@hotmail.ca
to reserve seats

EXHIBITIONS

• Ripple Effect 1 - Making Art Work for the Salish Sea opens at Salt Spring
Gallery on Thursday, May 18 with an event from 5 to 7 p.m. Show continues until
June 25.
• Catherine Tam Art Studio holds an open house on Thursday, May 18 from 5 to 8
p.m. at 102 Seaview Place (second floor).
• Duthie Gallery presents Imprints 2017, woodcuts, linocuts, etchings and mixedmedia prints by Richard York, Nora Layard, Gillian McConnell, Catherine Tam
and Arnold Shives through June 27.

driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/
VIEW OUR ONLINE COMPREHENSIVE
INTERACTIVE

TweLfTh
NighT

• Their Finest — In 1940, a married woman (Gemma Arterton) and a screenwriter
(Sam Claflin) develop a growing attraction while working together on a propaganda
film about the evacuation of Allied troops from Dunkirk, France.
• National Theatre Live: Twelfth Night — Tamsin Greig is Malvolio in a new
twist on Shakespeare’s classic comedy of mistaken identity and unrequited love. One
day only: Thursday, June 1, 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to
reserve seats.

May 21

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gamelan Alligator Joy:
Ventriloquial Investigations.
Michael O’Neill’s answer to the
operatic works of Robert Ashley
and the mysteries of Plato’s cave
ACTIVITIES
involves a musical theatre performance of ventriloquist’s puppet,
Britannia Antiques and
Javanese gamelan, and live video
Steffich Fine Art Buying
score by Sammy Chien. ArtSpring.
Event. See Thursday’s listing.
Challenge Cup Soccer Tourney. 2:30 p.m.
Annual tourney long weekend on
Salt Spring fields. All day.
Saturday Market in the Park.
Locally produced crafts, foods and
produce in Centennial Park. 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Round Salt Spring Sailing
Race. Watch boats leave from
Ganges Harbour at 10 a.m.
7th Annual Bead Show & Sale.
Universal Gems & Beads event
at the Salt Spring Public Library
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Toddler Time at the Library.
Stories, songs, rhymes and
Everyday People and Paul
games best suited to kids ages LeCorre. Live music at the Tree
3 and under. Saturdays at the
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Salt Spring Public Library in the El Jose’s Cuban Dance Party.
children’s corner. 10:30 a.m.
See Saturday’s listing.
Family StoryTime in the Park.
ACTIVITIES
Join Salt Spring Public Library
program for ages 3 to 6. Parental Britannia Antiques and
supervision required. Centennial Steffich Fine Art Buying
Park. 12 noon to 12:45 p.m.
Event. See Thursday’s listing.
SSNAP Live and Silent
Challenge Cup Soccer Tourney.
Auctions. Over 60 works of
See Saturday’s listing.
art available in fundraiser for
7th Annual Bead Show & Sale.
SS Arts Council and Salt Spring See Saturday’s listing, except closNational Art Prize. Bid on silent ing time is 5 p.m.
auction pieces by secret ballot
SSNAP Silent Auction.
and preview items for live auc- Final day to bid on silent auction at Mahon Hall from 12 noon tion pieces by secret ballot in
to 5 p.m. Doors for live auction fundraiser for SS Arts Council and
with MC John Bateman open at Salt Spring National Art Prize.
6 p.m., with auction at 7 and
12 noon to 5 p.m. Winning bids
door prizes at 8.
announced at 5.

National
Theatre
Live

CINEMA

Sun.

El Jose’s Cuban Dance Party.
Celebrate the long weekend at
Moby’s with legendary live band.
9 p.m.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
1 hr 55 min

May 20

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

EXHIBITIONS

• Giulietta Designs Gallery & Studio grand opening celebration at #127-149
Fulford-Ganges Rd. runs May 20-22 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Christopher Brayshaw shows his exhibit titled Maybe Tomorrow at Fault Line
Projects through May.
• Elaine Potter’s acrylic and gouache paintings are at KiZmit Galeria and Cafe
through May.
• Sam Lightman shows his imaginative photomontage treatments of shells in his
See Shells exhibit in the ArtSpring lobby through May.
• Wildlife wood carvings by Jim Dearing are in the display case in the ArtSpring
lobby during the month of May.
• Julia Lucich shows paintings in the Salt Spring Library Program Room
through May.
• M.C. Benmore shows photographs in her Salt Spring Goddess series in the hallway at the Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
• Judy McPhee shows photographs with a theme of automobiles at Embe
Bakery’s sandwich shop.

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Mon. May 22 Tue.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Early Spirit Trio. Live music at
the Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

May 23

ACTIVITIES

Trivia Tuesdays.
At Moby’s Pub. 7 to 10 p.m.
Intro to Squash. See Thursday’s
listing, except time is 9 a.m.
Way of Council. Introduction
to a communication process that
facilitates inclusivity, promotes
compassionate connection, and
creates a sense of partnership.
Tuesday evenings in May at Salt
Spring Wellness Centre. 7 p.m.
Info: neiththriving@gmail.com.

Challenge Cup Soccer Tourney.
See Saturday’s listing.
7th Annual Bead Show & Sale.
See Saturday’s listing, except closing time is 3 p.m.
Truth About Cancer Video
Series. Screening on NOCEBO
effect, healing vaccines, advanced
detoxing and going inside a
German cancer clinic. One of a
May 24
series of nine videos produced by
Ty Bollinger. Salt Spring Public
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Library. 7 p.m.
The Racket. Live music at the
Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
May 23 Pitchfork Social: Richard
Thompson. SOLD OUT. One of
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Rolling Stone Magazine’s Top 20
Open Mic. Live music at the Tree Guitarists of All Time performs,
with opening act Ryan Boldt of
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Deep Dark Woods. Pitchfork Social
ACTIVITIES
at Bullock Lake Farm. 7:30 p.m.
Shredder Day. Bring your outdated confidential documents to
be shredded by the Rotary Club
and the Access Shredding mobile
shredding truck in the Lions Club
parking lot. 8 to 11 a.m.
Inside - One Woman’s Journey
through the Inside Passage.
Author and adventurer Susan
Marie Conrad will shares stories
and images from her solo sea
ACTIVITIES
kayak journey up the Inside
Bittancourt House Museum.
Passage. Library. 7 p.m.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Salt Spring Garden Club.
Peony expert Malcolm Ho-You
gives a presentation to the club at
Meaden Hall. 7 p.m. Doors open
at 6:30.
Songjam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

Wed.

Tue.

Saltspring Driftwood Ad May 17 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Challenge Cup
Soccer Tourney
Salt Spring soccer fields

May 20th –22nd

www.saltspringsoccer.com
Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250 537 1522

D.W. Salty

is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.
If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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ART EVENTS

Auctions, Pecha Kucha make for artful long weekend
Fundraiser for SSNAP
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Islanders are invited to spend the
upcoming long weekend at Mahon
Hall, which will host fabulous art,
auctions and stories of inspiration
in support of the Salt Spring National Art Prize.
Art lovers can view and bid on
more than 60 pieces of art over
the weekend, including works by
many of the best known Salt Spring
names. Participating artists have
made their work available at lower
prices than usual in service of the
Salt Spring Arts Council and SSNAP.
Viewing of silent auction pieces
and bidding by secret ballot will be
ongoing from the evening of Friday,
May 19 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May
21. A Pecha Kucha presentation and
special preview evening is set to
open events Friday, with the showcase live auction of specialty items
with MC John Bateman the following night.
Building on a similar event they
produced for SSNAP’s inaugural
year in 2015, Yves Rouselle and
Danie Wood of ArtBarn International will be lending their special
skills to the occasion. Their team,
which included curator David
Cook until he died unexpectedly
last winter, has introduced fun
community concepts such as the

SSNAP FILE PHOTO BY DAVID BORROWMAN

Opening gala night at the 2015 SSNAP exhibition at Mahon Hall. Fundraising events at the hall this weekend will help support the 2017 SSNAP
event, which runs from Sept. 22 to Oct. 22.
Even Cheaper Show and Nuit Noir
to the island. Making art accessible
and interactive is a key goal of the
organization.
“Our perspective from the ArtBarn is we’re trying to open it up
so everyone can attain some art.
With events like the Even Cheaper
Show, you don’t have to have deep
pockets to take some art home —

and this event is like that too,” Wood
explained.
Some artists have donated their
works, but for the most part they
will receive 50 per cent of the auction price, with the other 50 per
cent supporting the Salt Spring Arts
Council and the SSNAP events happening this fall.
The exhibition opens at 6 p.m.

on Friday, with a Pecha Kucha presentation starting at 7:20. Presenters from different creative walks of
life will discuss what inspires them
using the 20 by 20 format — 20
slides, each shown for 20 seconds of
the discussion.
Presenters are singer/songwriter
Tara MacLean, visual artist Robert Moss, environmentalist Jason
Mogus, potter Julie MacKinnon,
gallery owner Matt Steffich and
master skeleton articulator Mike
deRoos. Rob Pingle, who gave his
own Pecha Kucha talk at a past ArtBarn event, will MC. A social component and cash bar (official Pecha
Kucha nights include a mandatory
beer break) will also be included.
“Pecha Kucha is like a box of
chocolates — you never know what
you’re going to get. It’s an open mic
night, it’s community, it’s entertainment — but it’s all in support of
SSNAP,” Wood said.
Saturday night’s live auction features a mix of pieces from contemporary to historical, plus some fun
pieces too. Even those who don’t
intend to bid will be entertained
by Bateman’s trademark humour
at the auction podium. Or they can
help ramp things up by starting the
bidding process.
“We want to encourage people
to come to the live auction because
it’s so exciting,” said Patti Bauer,
SSNAP’s media coordinator.

Prize founder and chief coordinator Ron Crawford said the goal of
bringing Salt Spring into the international spotlight as an important
arts centre is getting results, and
local artists are happy to support
the venture. Following the successful launch of the biennial prize in
2015, three SSNAP finalists from
the first exhibition were recently
among 25 nominees for the national Sobey Art Award.
“It’s a validation of the choices
we’re making,” Crawford said.
“There’s not many national prizes
in Canada of this significance —
maybe four or five,” Bauer noted.
“It’s putting Salt Spring on the map.”
This year the reach has potentially expanded beyond the national to
have global impact, as submissions
are now being accepted from permanent residents as well as Canadian citizens.
“It’s very exciting. We’re all excited
to see this happening because it’s
gaining momentum and only the
sky’s the limit,” Wood said.
Exhibition/silent auction bidding
hours at Mahon Hall are 6 to 11 p.m.
on Friday, 12 noon to 5 p.m Saturday, and 12 noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
Doors for Saturday’s live auction
open at 6 p.m. The auction begins
at 7 with door prizes handed out
at 8 p.m.
For more information, see www.
saltspringartprize.ca.

A MAN’S

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Foreste
package with an MSRP of $41,170 i
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complet

JP

IT’S GOOD TO FEEL SPRING’S WARM EMBRACE AGAIN.
WESTERN.SUBARUDEALER.CA

2017 OUTBACK TOURING 2.5L
LEV $15705 plus tax | Stock# JP7376 | Model# HD2TP

202

$

BI WEEKLY PLUS TAX
$0 DOWN
48 MONTH LEASE @ 1.9%

JPSubaruVictoria.com | 1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC | (250) 474-2211

Dealer #40319
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty
D.W. Salty
PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
is looking for material
is looking
for material
HEADING
of the Choices and
for his column,
for his
column,FOR THE LINKS: Members

Community Initiatives Day Program and staff are gearing up for
of
Streets
ofannual fundraising golf tournament set forStreets
the 15th
Saturday,
Salt
Spring
June
3.
Hole
sponsors
and
other
donations
from
businesses
for
Salt Spring
event prizes are welcomed. To contribute to the tournament,
Island.
Island.
call Choices at 250-537-1115 or send an email to choices_ssi@
yahoo.com. Register for the tourney — which is a nine-hole
Texas Scramble with first tee off at 12 noon — at the golf club
by June 1: in person, by phoning 250-537-2121 or emailing
If you have
golf@saltspring.com. Novice and expert players are welcome.
If you have
information
information
on any
Tag-ons
are also welcome. Prizes will be awarded after
the last on any
of our streets,
of our streets,
team comes in. The tournament is an essential fundraiser
for the
please contact
please program,
contact which see adults with special needs benefit from
recreus at:
us at:
ational activities such as gymnastics, bowling, a music250-537-9933
program, or
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
off-island trips and more.
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Rapid Weight Loss
With Lasting Results!
Rapid Weight Loss With Lasting Results!

Health
YOUR

for 2017

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Holiday of union
produces two
bridge winners

D.W. Salty is looking
for material
for
Mycyk
also tops
his column,

the boards
Streets of Salt Spring
Island twice
If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

in May play

Medically Supervised
Finally Weight
a weight loss method
Losswith...
over a decade of success • weight loss & nutrition education

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

medical doctor
endorsements
• personalized
Finally
a weight loss
method ongoing
with... support
comprehensive
guidelines
over a decade of
success • weight
loss&&tools
nutrition education

medical doctor endorsements • comprehensive guidelines & tools
personalized
ongoing support
Now available
at Pharmasave
on Salt Spring!

Talk to your on Salt Spring!
Now available at Pharmasave
Ideal
Protein
Weight
Loss Coach
today!today!
Talk to your Ideal Protein Weight
Loss Coach

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

Core-Stretch-Balance-Restore
AKA Slow Flow - Tues 4:30 - 5:45 pm
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga,
355 Blackburn Rd.
Results non-typical. You
should not expectDowntown
to experience similar
results. You should consult
Pharmasave
Ganges
your physician
or other health
care Road,
professional
before
starting
this or any
other
diet program
104 Lower
Ganges
Salt
Spring
Island,
B.C.
V8K
2S7 to
determine if it is right for your needs.
This is an
Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to
Phone:
250.537.5534
promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

Free prescription delivery
Monday - Friday

Results non-typical. You should not expect to experience similar results. You should consult your physician or other health care professional before starting this or any other diet program
to determine if it is right for your needs. This is an Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

L I V E

W E L L

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

W I T H

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6 / Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

250-537-7675

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dr. Wm. E. Lea

All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:
• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients &
emergencies welcome
(250) 537-4141

BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING
ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

May 1, when the Beltane fires were lit in
ancient days to protect the newly turnedout cattle from ills,
and rowan branches
were hung over house
fireplaces to stave off
bewitchment, jumping over the fires was
done for luck.
It was also a holiday
of union and fertility,
with dances around
the phallic Maypole
(bet those little kids
didn’t know that!) symbolizing all that joy.
So s h o u l d i t b e a
surprise that among
the five and a half
tables of bridge that
evening there should
be a union of scores
resulting in a tie
for the highest one
between Oleh Mycyk
with Terry Wilkinson
(welcome back for the
summer!) and Blanche
Poborsa partnered by
Vic Parks?
Second highest
were Terr y Clement
and Brent Vickers,
with the third most
f r u i t f u l b e i n g Tr i n lay MacPhee and Ted
Bartrim.
Co m i n g i n f o u r t h

D.W. Sa

BRIDGETRICKS

we re Je ff Be l l and
Prem Margolese.
M a y 8 w a s re a l l y
looking like the blessing o f May w it h all
its flowers, and there
were five full tables.
It was Oleh Mycyk in
first place again but
this time partnered by
Ron Hall.
The Bell-Margol e s e p a i r w e re s e c ond th is t im e, wi th
the MacPhee-Bartrim
partnership holding
on to the third spot
and Al Wilke with
Nadene McCoy coming fourth.
Now that the valiant
computer whiz Paul
Retallack has left the
island, Terry Clement
has taken over and is
grateful for the use of
that former website,
but has now provided
a new one for showing
results of these games.
Please note the URL:
http://ssiduplicatebridgeclub.blogspot.
ca/ and enjoy comp a r i n g y o u r s c o re s
with all the competitors, as well as seeing
who were the winners.
For infor mation
a b o u t t h e s e g a m e s,
contact George Laundry at 250-653-9095 or
pastorale@shaw.ca.
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GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2017 | 15

ISLAND HISTORY

Mouat’s celebrates 110 years in community
Mouat’s success
continues on

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Mouat’s Trading has come a long
way since Gilbert Mouat and his
mother Jane purchased the Malcolm & Purvis store in 1907 — but
it many ways it’s been business as
usual serving island needs for the
past 110 years.
The original Mouat’s Store
opened shop next door to the
present-day main store building,
which was constructed in 1911.
Over the years the business has
grown and adapted according to
the needs of the time, providing
everything from groceries and
livestock feed to lumber and even
Ford cars and the gas needed to
run them.
Since a remodelled Mouat’s
Trading Co. was registered in
1969, a few innovations have
taken place. The addition of the
Mouat’s Clothing and Old Salty
shops helped diversify offerings,
while pricing and inventory at the
flagship Mouat’s store benefitted
by its joining the Home Hardware
umbrella in 1981.
David Toynbee, a great-grandson of Jane Mouat, bought into the
company with his wife Christina
in 2013 and has managed operations for a small family group of 14
shareholders in the four years since
Kevin Bell’s retirement. Mouat’s
had its highest sales year last year,
topping the previous high from
2007, but not much has changed
since the organization celebrated
its milestone 100th anniversary.
“I would say overall it’s been
pretty much a continuum,” Toynbee said. “There have certainly
been roller coaster moments: the

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569
Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Please visit our website

www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice
PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Some of the Mouat’s Trading Co. management team seen upstairs at the hardware store, which has housed
operations for most of the firm’s 110-year history. From left to right are Jenny Lange, Heather Fox, Allie Kerr,
David Toynbee and Kim Young.
economy was booming in 2000
and then it dove in 2008, so that
was challenging.”

“It really comes down to
support from
customers — all the
support from islanders
and island families that
have been here just as
long as us.”
DAVID TOYNBEE
Mouat’s general manager
“It’s been a constant battle to
keep islanders from going off-island
every week to go to the Costcos and
Walmarts of the world, along with

online shopping. That will continue
to be a challenge,” he continued.
“But for the most part we have a
loyal customer following, and I think
people like to come to the village to
go shopping.”
Other things not directly related
to shopping that can have an impact
on island business are similar to
ones Mouat’s faced as far as 50 years
back: governance issues, parking
congestion and even the weather
can affect the overall bottom line.
Accessible ferry travel is another factor.
“We need ferries to get visitors
here — like it or not, visitors form a
big part of our economy,” Toynbee
said.
Governance issues include the
upcoming incorporation debate,
and came to a head at the Mouat’sowned property leased to the Tree
House Café over the past few sum-

mers. Toynbee said that jurisdictional quandary was one of the “local
quirks” he wasn’t expecting when
he took on his position, but hopefully the outdoor seating issue will
be resolved soon.
“It is the heart and soul of our
night life here. There’s not a lot of
other options here in Ganges after 6
p.m.,” Toynbee observed.
Throughout all the dips and rises,
Mouat’s has stayed strong by adapting to the times and providing great
customer service from friendly staff.
“We try to keep current; I guess
the key is really changing to circumstances. Eaton’s, Woodwards
and plenty of retailers didn’t, and
they are no longer with us,” Toynbee said. “But it really comes down
to support from customers — all
the support from islanders and
island families that have been here
just as long as us.”

Keeping You In Touch With Loved Ones
& The Latest Technology

Bluetooth DEALS

25% off

month of May

Stop in and
Save on
* Headphones
* Earbuds
* Speakers
Choose from one
of the latest name
brand smartphones!
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Please book for ss communication station a 8
columns by 5.25” ad
with
colour
May office
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24.
will be closed on Monday, May 22 - Victoria Day
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Lorraine,
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*ICBC accredited Express
*Air Conditioning
Valet Shop
*Auto Glass Replacement
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*All Private Insurance
*Guaranteed Workmanship
*Wheel Alignments

here’s
my card

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

ANNA
J. PUGH
*ICBC accredited Express
*Air Conditioning
B A R R I S*Auto
T E R &Glass
S O L Replacement
ICITOR
Valet Shop
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*All Private Insurance
*Guaranteed Workmanship
*Wheel Alignments
• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
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• Elder Law • Guardianship • Corporate/Commercial

250-537-2513
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1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
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Drop-off day collects
broom and more
#1 AD
Time to cut broom in
bloom

By Salt Spring Island
Conservancy Stewardship
Committee
The broom and gorse are
now blooming, making this the
perfect time to get rid of these
invasive weeds and reduce a
major fire hazard on the island.
This year the fire department is partnering with the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy to
sponsor two drop-off days, on
May 27 behind the Rainbow
Road Pool and on June 4 at the
Fulford fire hall, both from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.
“Cutting down broom and
gorse is a great Fire-Smart inirotated
for
tiative,” said yes,
Lieut.
Mitchell
Sherrin of Salt Spring Island
Fire Rescue. “However, it’s
really important not to leave
the cut plants in place. Dead or

alive, they are full of flammable
oils and resins. We want to see
these plants removed from the
landscape, so are helping with
the drop-offs to provide opportunities for people to dispose of
them responsibly.”
Broom or gorse plants with
stems thinner than a pencil
can be pulled, but avoid soil
disturbance, which causes any
of their seeds present in the
soil to sprout. Larger plants
and those growing in dry areas
or on rock should be cut at or
below ground surface with loppers or a pruning saw. If cut
while in bloom, broom will
usually die during the summer
drought.
Gorse is tougher, and may
re-sprout, but will eventualmay
17with repeated cutting.
ly die
Smashing the gorse stumps
and/or covering them with
black plastic held with twist ties
often reduces re-growth. For

best results, apply mulch and
plant fast-growing shade trees
or shrubs to reduce germination of seedlings, as broom and
gorse thrive in sunny locations.
A very effective approach
used by neighbourhood work
parties or people with large
amounts of broom, gorse or
other invasive weeds is to hire
Cam Proudfoot at Salt Spring
Wood Chipping (250-5388934) to come and chip the
plants on-site. Another option
for getting rid of ivy and freshcut broom without seeds is to
take it to the goats at Eco-Reality Farm. For that option, call
Jan Steinman at 250-653-2420
to arrange drop-off.
In addition to broom and
gorse, three species particularly well-suited for bringing
to the drop-offs are English
holly, English ivy and spurge
laurel. All of these grow in the
shade and are invading local

ROTATE
DONE FOR
may 17

ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS

BOOK REVIEW

Ferry disaster book well worth reading
The Queen of the North Disaster, The
Captain’s Story by Colin Henthorne, Harbour Publishing.

thing, have you ever noticed that it is never
simple? Likewise with this book, which
asks as many questions as it answers. What
happened to those two missing passenBy cherie thiessen
gers and why were there so many misD
r
i
f
t
w
o
o
d
C
o
n
t
r
i
b
u
t
o
r
counts and no accurate passenger list?
Dan Hardy
Denturist
The sinking of the Queen of the North Why did that “mystery ship” distract the
Salt Spring office located at
disaster on March 22, 2006 sent a virtual fourth mate so much? Was that critical
Gulf Clinic
tsunami around the country.
last course change actually set? And, most
241 Lower Ganges Road
With 34 ferries plying 24 routes and car- importantly, what really happened on the
• New Dentures
rying almost 20 million passengers annu- bridge? How could things go so horribly
DriftwooD
328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
• Reline & Repairs
gulf
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Peony talk blooms at garden club evening
May 24th event at Meaden Hall

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Ofﬁce

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

BROKER/REALTOR

®

material was drawn from work I had
done in response to the various investigations and legal proceedings throughout the years following the sinking. I
wanted to make sure that the investigations uncovered the root cause and all
contributing factors, and I wanted to see
the profession come out of it with the
best possible chance of making badly
needed improvements. Later, I was fighting to keep my job. So although it wasn’t
easy, I had no difficulty finding the motivation and the energy.
“I also had a lot of anger, which I was
able to channel. Working through the
hard parts and finding ways to articulate
has helped me during a very difficult part
of my life. I am hoping that by expressing
my story and by providing the public
with detail that they would not otherwise
obtain, others can relate to my story as
well. I’m glad I made the effort.”
Although originally not for the purpose
of a book, Henthorne did begin his documentation almost immediately after the
sinking 10 years ago, and that assisted
him considerably.
“When I decided to write it, the material I had already produced gave me a
pretty good start.”
It took the captain six years to resume
his maritime career, but he is now Canadian Coast Guard rescue co-coordinator
at the Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre
in Victoria. Sounds like there could be a
good book in that!

GARDENING

Open daily - July, August, September
October - June please call & we’ll open the Studio for you.

Paul Zolob

woodland areas, where they
out-compete native plants and
have very negative impacts on
the eco-system. Spurge laurel
(which looks somewhat like
a rhododendron) is also toxic
and presents a serious human
health hazard. Pictures and
information to help identify
these are at http://saltspringconservancy.ca/invasiveplants/.
Remember that plants with
rocks and dirt attached cannot
be accepted at the drop-offs
because they will damage the
chipper. Giant hogweed cannot be accepted either as it’s a
safety hazard.
Donations will be requested
to help cover chipping costs,
and volunteers are very welcome to help out. Call Jane
Petch at 250-537-0880 or Jean
Wilkinson at 250-537-4877
with any questions or offers of
help.

250-526-2626

paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

A peony expert is the next guest of the Salt Spring Garden Club.
Malcolm Ho-You will give a presentation at Meaden Hall on
Wednesday, May 24 beginning at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30.
Ho-You was born in Port Elizabeth and grew up in South Africa. He decided to study pharmacy but after three years of study he
realized that it was not his chosen career. He changed course and
eventually became an architect and urban planner working for
over 30 years for the city of Calgary. While living there he became
very interested in growing peonies. Although he had success with

shrub peonies in Calgary he was less successful with tree peonies
because of the winters’ severity.
However, when he retired he moved to Saltair on Vancouver
Island and was able to transplant his collection of 100 shrub peonies and, with a milder climate, to start growing tree peonies, this
time with success.
Today Ho-You works as a peony consultant and is happy to
share his wealth of knowledge of peonies. His May 24 talk will
cover the history, types, planting, cultivating and fertilizing, propagation and care and he will be happy to take questions from the
floor at the end of the meeting.
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

Your Island olunteers

Part of a series of volunteer profiles
NAME: Lise Poitras
marking the Canada 150 for 150 Volunteer Challenge.
MAIN ORGANIZATIONS
See vcrsaltspring.org for more info.
YOU VOLUNTEER FOR: Lady Minto Thrift Shop, Food Bank, United Church

Q. What are your duties?

Food bank: Receiving clients
(10 years); Thrift Shop: sorting
& pricing of donations (23
years); United Church: Baking
tourtieres & fruitcakes &
being the WinterFaire greeter
coordinator.

Q. What do you like about
volunteering?
People contact.

Q. Do you volunteer or have
you volunteered for other
groups as well?
Salt Spring Visitor Centre.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Lise Poitras volunteering at the food bank.

Q. What would you say to
encourage other people
to volunteer for your
organization?
It’s a great way to enjoy
yourself.

Q. How long have you lived
on Salt Spring Island?
26 years.

Foundation funds support charities
The Salt Spring Island Foundation has
awarded over $90,000 in grants for local
charities. These grants would not be possible without the support of many generous donors, who share the foundation’s
vision of a healthy and caring community. The following groups received grants
during the Spring 2017 funding cycle.

Island Pathways
For a kiosk with maps and interpretive information, signage, a bench and
landscaping to support and enhance
the new Atkins Road pathway.

Salt Spring Island Conservancy
For the Salt Spring Island Community
Bat Project, which aims to engage community groups and landowners in bat
awareness and stewardship activities.
This grant is partially funded by the Jacqueline Booth Memorial Fund.

Salt Spring Island Public Library
To assist with the replacement of the
library’s publicly accessible computers.
The computers are a valuable resource for
those needing online access for housing
and job searches, local information and
news, health and legal information and
for increased knowledge in general.

For new siding and other necessary
repairs for historic Central Community
Hall. Built by the Farmers’ Institute in
1896, Central Hall is the island’s oldest
community hall.

Salt Spring Community Services
For the People’s Roots program.
The grant will fund site development
at the Core Inn for a central storage
and distribution centre for fresh produce and other food items donated
for vulnerable and needy populations on Salt Spring. The program
will also feature a food cart, operating as a social enterprise to support
SSICS services. The cart will serve
soups, stews and other items to the
general public at market price and
to people in need through a voucher
program.

Salt Spring Farmland Trust Society
To assist with the construction of
the Salt Spring Island Farm Centre
for Food Security, which will enhance
food security and sustainability by
providing all-season, temperaturecontrolled storage for locally grown
food, a commercial food processing
kitchen, a greenhouse and a dry storage barn. The facility will also operate
as an educational centre.

For the Fernwood Elementary School
outdoor classroom, which will provide
year-round opportunities for teaching
and learning outside.
For safety mats for the SSI Middle
School Tsunami Circus, a circus-skills
program designed to encourage students’ physical and creative abilities.

Stqeeye (Wilderness Our Learning
Foundation Kids [WOLF] Society)
To support the Xwaaqw’um Cultural Signage Project, which aims to
revitalize indigenous culture, ecological stewardship, education and
reconciliation at Xwaaqw’um (Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park), which
is Hul’q’umi’num and Quw’utsun
(Cowichan) traditional territory on
Salt Spring Island. Signs featuring
maps and information about indigenous cultural and ecological history
will be created with input from elders,
Cowichan Tribes, BC Parks and Salt
Spring islanders.
Does your Salt Spring charity have
a great project that needs funds? The
foundation’s next grants will be given
in fall 2017, so if you’d like to know
how we can help you as we’ve helped
dozens of local charities since 1984,
please go to our website at www.ssifoundation.ca or call 250-537-8305.

Island Savings grant to aid non-profits
Island charitable organizations whose work benefits children and families
have until Thursday, May
25 to apply for a $50,000
Simple Generosity grant
through Island Savings.
Island Savings, a division of First West Credit
Union, will contribute one

$50,000 grant to a deserving charitable organization
as an extension of its Simple Generosity program.
T h e y e a r- l o n g c o m m u nity investment program
rewards volunteerism and
supports local non-profits
in recognition of Canada’s
150th anniversary.
Non-profit and char it a b l e o rg a n i z a t i o n s a re
invited to apply for the
grant online at islandsavings.ca/SimpleGenerosity.
Applications are open to

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Bernard
LeBlanc
FINE FURNITURE & MILLWORK
• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage
solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and
accessories
bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

all non-profit organizations registered with the
BC Society ACT or CRA.
The winner will be carefully chosen based on the
impact of their suggested
project, program or initiative as it benefits children,
families and the greater
community.
The grant will be awarded to further a communityfocused project, program
or initiative.
Submissions will be open
to a public voting period

from May 29 to June 23,
facilitated by First West
p a r t n e r Vo l i n s p i r e , a n
online platform that connects volunteers with charitable organizations.
The 10 organizations
that receive the most votes
throughout the communities Island Savings operates in will be assessed
by a selection committee
of First West leaders and
employees to determine
one winning organization,
to be announced June 29.

ph/fax: 778.353.1963
cell: 250.538.7570

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553
Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

School District #64

CANADA 150

Applications
accepted online up
to May 25

Vince Smythe

In general, the power of a kind
word and a smile.

Editor’s note: Last week we misidentified Lise in this feature.
Here she is again with her answers to our questions.

Salt Spring Farmers’ Heritage
Foundation

here’s
my card

Q. What is something you
have learned through
volunteering, either about
yourself or in general?

PHILANTHROPY

From heritage to food
security and beyond
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Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Kapa Kai Glass

TROY KAYE

250-653-4148

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

DRIFTW

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACYIMMED
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328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
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Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
Gulf Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

DEADLINES

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

All liner ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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PERSONAL SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DEATHS

DEATHS

IN MEMORIAM

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Dr. James DonalD
longley
October 6th, 1927 - May 7th, 2017

It is with great sadness that we announce the
passing of Dr. Don Longley on May 17th, 2017.
If you have information on any of
D.W. SaltyHe
is looking
will beforfondly
remembered
our streets,
please contact by
us at:his wife and
material for his column,
250-537-9933 or
best
friend
of
60
years Joy, his children, Wendy,
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
Streets of
Salt Spring
Island
Margot,
Holly and James, his sister Angela, and 10
grandchildren.
A somewhat eccentric radiologist, he pioneered
the screening mammography program of BC. All
who knew him were exposed to his passion for
education, in particular French Immersion.
D.W. Salty
D.W. SaltyWe can not thank enough
the incredible team at
is looking for material
is looking for material
Lady
Minto
Hospital:
housecleaning
and laundry
for his column,
for his column,
and
Streets of
Streetsstaff,
of nurses, care aides, physiotherapist
physicians, particularly Dr Ian Gummeson.
Salt Spring
Salt Spring
No service by request. Island.
Island.

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
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250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have
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us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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If you have information
on any of our streets,
please contact us at:
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dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

GIULIETTA Designs Gallery &
Studio featuring outsider art
jewelry and intelligent clothing
Grand Opening Celebration
Victoria
longforweekend,
D.W. SaltyDay
is looking
material for-hisMonday
column, 11:00 Saturday
Streets
4:00
127of
Ganges Alley OceanSalt Spring
Island
side
www.giuliettadesigns.com
info@giuliettadesigns.com
If you have information
on any of our streets,
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dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

JULY 28, 1950 - APRIL 26, 2017
Michael, 66 of Salt Spring Island
B.C., passed away peacefully on
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday April 26th at the Lady
D.W. Salty is looking for
Minto hospital. He went holding
material for his column,
DEATHS Streets of
DEATHS
the hands of his daughter and a
Salt Spring Island
dear friend.
If you have information on
any of our streets, please
He had a passion for poetry,
contact us at: 250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
song writing, musical instruments and gold panning.
Michael is survived by his daughter Saharan Shah
D.W. Salty
is looking
for and
material
for
D.W. Salty
for
(Jordan,
Kai
Savannah)
and many relatives
in is looking for material
his column,
his column,
StreetsEastern
of Salt Spring
Island
Streets of Salt Spring Island
Canada,
England and Trinidad. He had a great
If you have information on any of our
If you have information on any of our
streets, please
contact
at:
streets, please contact us at:
group
of usfriends
on Salt Spring whom I can not thank
(Jan.
1923or- May 7, 2017)
250-537-9933 or
250-537-9933
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
enough for being a positive ray of sunshine in his life. dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
d
You will be missed papa.
Madeleine was born in argentina
Special thanks to the staff at Lady Minto Hospital
where she lived for 30 years with a
for the amazing kindness you showed to my father and
large extended family and where
I and to Hayward’s Funeral home for helping with all of
she met the love of her life, arthur,
the arrangements.
and started her working life at the australian embassy.
They moved to Canada in 1954 and settled in Montreal
having many adventures with fellow argentines
exploring the Laurentians. Work took them to Toronto
where daughter Jean was born, then Sudbury, Renfrew,
Oct. 9, 1941- May 13, 2017
and Ottawa. Grand-daughter Maggie saw them move to
Ed was the happiest and most
Victoria where they spent many happy years exploring
loving family man who always put
the city, having tea at Ogden Point and walking
others before himself. Ed leaves
everywhere. Madeleine was a big walker and when she
his wife of 49 years, Lucille (Ford),
moved to Salt Spring Island after arthur died to be
his son, Ian, and daughter-in-law,
closer to Jean and family, she walked every day to the
Sarah, his grandchildren: Isaac and Ella, his daughter,
local grocery store to buy the Globe and Mail and have
Paula, and son-in-law, Jeff Garris, (step grandchildren:
a coffee. Thursdays she would treat herself to a hot dog
Coltan Vollrath, Graham Garris) and his youngest
which she always claimed was too big for her, but ate
son, Stephen, and daughter-in-law, Cindy Byrd, (step
anyway. Madeleine loved opera, theatre, classical music,
grandson Alex Byrd).
poetry, reading, cross-country skiing, walking, and travel
Born in Melford, Sask. He moved to SSI in 1942 with
(highlights include a trip around the USa by train in
his parents, Alex and Martha Marcotte.
the ‘40s, trips to Scotland, back to Buenos aires, and
attending Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation). She also loved
He is survived by his three sisters: Caroline Twa (Robert),
her old friends (there were many) and her family. The
Linda Schwagly (Henry), Sam Pultke (Ron) and many
last year was hard on her though she maintained her zest
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his parents
for life. Madeleine was a devoted Mom and a faithful
and brothers: Gilbert and Frankie.
friend. She is survived by her daughter Jean (Bob), granddaughters Maggie and Jessica (Sean) and her honorary
Ed spent a few years working in Prince George and
Saskatchewan. He later return to the island and started
daughter Sarah (Peggy). The family would like to thank
working in the logging industry, and then mechanic at
everyone at Greenwoods Elder Care for their care this
Marcotte’s Auto Wreckers. He retired in 2004 after 30
last year, the staff at her former home Meadowbrook, Dr.
years of service with BC Ferries as an engineer.
Sadouski, Minister Clark Saunders, friends Elisabeth and
Catherine, her past caregivers Jill, Rita and Jean – and
A memorial will be held at Our Lady of Grace Church
Kathy who continued to see her and take her for drives
at 11:00 am on Thursday, May 18th.
and tea. Madeleine’s life was enriched by you all and
we are most grateful. Thanks to Dr. Reznick, Margaret
and Barbara for their ongoing support. no service upon
request. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to
Greenwoods Foundation Salt Spring Island, BC or the
Salt Spring Island United Church.

Madeleine
Georgina Southgate

Adelard (Ed) Marcotte

For those who love, time is not.
Missing you today and always.

LEGALS
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why
suffer
Employment/Licensing
loss? Travel/Business opportunities? Be embarrassed?
Think: Criminal Pardon. US
Entry Waiver. Record Purge.
File Destruction. Free Consultation 1-800-347-2540.

PERSONALS
MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com 18+0

TRAVEL
TIMESHARE
CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE.
NO Risk Program
STOP Mortgage & Maintenance Payments Today.
100% Money Back Guarantee.
FREE Consultation.
Call Us NOW. We Can Help!
1-888-356-5248

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
WORK FROM YOUR HOME OFFICE.
Independent
distributors
wanted to promote the most advanced wearable personal health,
ﬁtness and location monitoring
bracelet available today. 1-800-6835616.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training
you need from an employertrusted program. Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your
work-at-home career today!

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.com
We’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
COMPUTER SERVICES
CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
FRIDAY 3PM

RECYCLE THIS
NEWSPAPER.

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME LINE COOK REQUIRED
FOR BUSY PUB/RESTAURANT
Looking for qualified applicants who specialize in
Canadian cuisine. High school diploma and 2 years
experience in the culinary arts in restaurant settings
required. Must be a team member, willing to do
flexible shifts and weekends, and English speaking.
Job description (but not limited to): Food preparation
and cooking full-course meals; keeping kitchen
clean and adhering to Food Safe standards.
$13.50 per hour, medical & dental.

HELP WANTED
THE RENTAL STOP is looking for an energetic, strong
and mechanically minded
person for counter sales and
rentals. A valid drivers license and general understanding of tools and equipment required. Please apply
in person with resume at:
327 Rainbow Rd., SSI.
Wage $16 - $18/Hr.

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

PROTECT
OUR
PLANET...

APPLY TO: Moby’s Pub Ltd.
124 Upper Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2S2

Financial Clerk
Hours of Work:
Wage Range:

21 hours per week
$ 17.04–19.84/hour

The Financial Clerk is responsible for processing
employee payroll, benefits and pension information;
bookkeeping duties related to daily transactions,
employee expenses and accounts payable.
Qualifications, Education & Experience:
Post secondary training in bookkeeping, payroll or office
procedures.
Submit application to:
Anne-Marie Sutton,
Finance and Human Resource Manager
268 Fulford Ganges Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K6
asutton@ssics.ca
Closing date/time: 4:00 pm May 29, 2017
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IDEAS

Ecology and economy are permanently entwined
Years ago, when my brain still
had windows that opened to let
fresh air in, I learned that ecology
and economy are sworn enemies.
Now it’s one of many knee jerk
responses that are my main exercise these days. Still, I’m up to my
ears in both ecos, so they can’t be
all bad.
It turns out that it is the people
who argue for one or the other who
are at each other’s throats, not the
two ecos themselves. In fact, ecology and economy are extraordinarily alike.
Imagine two spiders tending
webs designed to snare energy and
nutrients. The mother spider’s web
is huge and shows signs of countless stout repairs. Her youngest
daughter has followed her mom’s
design in making her own small
web, which holds together only
because of its connections to the
big one. The webs are anchored in
a changeable but enduring foundation.
In this fancy, the old spider represents all living beings. Its web grows
out of Earth’s biosphere — everything sandwiched between sterile
rock and sterile space. Its myriad
strands are the incredibly complex
relations that bind each life to all
others. At each junction a species
scintillates. The daughter learning
the ropes is Homo sapiens; the web
is our economy, all things we do
with and for each other to live and
be fulfilled.
In the big spider’s web the strands
are DNA. Instinct runs the show.
The web survives environmental
shocks because each species produces a deluge of slightly different
genotypes, one of which is likely to
fit the new conditions.

Bob
Weeden

CONNECTIONS
Genes give us the basic body and
brain design with which we face life,
too, but humans, uniquely, build a
culture of learned behavior, tools
and institutions that shields us from
lots of things that otherwise could
kill us. I often wonder how many
bad genes we’ve accumulated
under the shield, and what would
happen if it broke.
The economies of nature and
people both continually spew out
new ideas — a mutant genotype
and a superburger with fancy fries
are both ideas — that pass or fail
environmental tests. In both nature
and culture new ideas seem to take
root quickest outside of the comfort
zones of the current dominant idea.
Robins, for instance, are temperate zone birds but nest as far north
as the tundra at Tuktoyaktuk. I’ll
bet that the short, cold summers
at Tuk have favored genotypes that
are quite different from those in
mid-west populations. In our economy we’ve accepted solar energy
technologies fastest where familiar sources — coal, oil, and hydro
— are expensive or not available.
In the old-energy heartland heavy
capital investments and comfortably familiar management issues
slow the adoption of new technologies.
Economic and ecologic systems
transform zillions of individual

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
GARAGE SALES
FARM GARAGE SALE, Sunday May 21. First Left on (R)
Wright Rd. 8:30am - 1:30pm.
Horse trailer, disk, stock box,
yew legs, weight lifting equip,
unused mats for Honda Fit,
bolts, screws, nails, drills, garden lattice, skill saw, etc. etc.
5th ANNUAL ROSCOMMON
COMMUNITY MULTI SALE.
Sat. May 20 - Start @ 9 am.
295 Lower Ganges Rd. (lower
level) and 130 Corbett Rd
(upper level). Seniors down
sizing.
750 LONG HARBOUR RD.
Saturday, May 20, 9am - 4pm.
Sound system, antique, etc.

transactions, each one blind to
eventual consequences and totally
unnewsworthy, into adaptable, efficient, and creative patterns. Did I
say “blind” agents? We don’t expect
a boa to relax its grip on its prey just
because local deer populations are
declining. But are you and I “blind”
when we buy or sell? Classical economists believe so. We know we are
responsible for our acts, say traditional economists, but short-term
need and greed make us forget.
The fact that economic and ecologic creativity emerge from random mutations and uncoordinated
acts has impressed a lot of thinkers.
Stuart Kauffman (Reinventing The
Sacred) even suggested that instead
of looking for a Supreme Creator
outside of our universe, we could
respect this miraculous earthly creativity as sacred. You may not want
to go that far, but surely you’ll join
me in marvelling.
Ecology and the human economy are permanently intertwined
and share key characteristics. That
doesn’t mean they don’t conflict.
They obviously do, and for some
interesting reasons.
For one thing, we can live anywhere. If the place isn’t perfect we
change it with buffering technologies, by importing what’s lacking,
or by rearranging the land. We are a
species that makes the china shop
bull look placid, and we break a lot
of inventory. For thousands of years
our model for progress has been to
go forth, multiply, and subdue the
earth. Today there’s no “forth” to go
to, but we multiply lustily and whale
away at subduing the planet.
In the process we simplify ecosystems wherever we are. “Simplify” is a blah word for killing off what

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

RENTALS

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready to
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

STEEL
BUILDING
SALE
...”MEGA MADNESS SALE!”
20X23 $5,780. 25X25 $6,312.
30X31 $8,175. 33X35 $9,407.
One End Wall Included. Check
Out www.pioneersteel.ca for
more prices. Pioneer Steel 1855-212-7036

REAL ESTATE
BUSINESSES FOR SALE
Mid Isl.Storage

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
DRAFTING & DESIGN

SALTSPRING BUSINESS
FOR SALE BY OWNER.
Will train right person.
Some carpentry skills an
asset but not necessary.
For more info email:
goodbuisness1@yahoo.com
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES
CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION!
Humboldt County Nevada. 80
acre parcels only $200/acre!
Great for investment, farm &
recreational
use.
Limited
availability! Call Earl 949-6327066. www.cheapruralproperty.com
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gets in the way. Rich natural prairies
become monotonous miles of wheat,
forests become plantations, and so on.
Earth is like every other of countless planets except that it has life. Life
in this year 2017 is a tale of two spiders.

Mom’s job is to hang in there while her
youngster grows up a little, learning that
actions have consequences, and taking
responsibility for them. We’ve got the
genetic and cultural creativity to make
it happen.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.6871

TIP OF THE WEEK
Last week I provided a peek into what themes will be activated for each sign
over the course of the next 18 months from the perspective of the Moon’s
Nodes entering Leo and Aquarius on May 9th. This week I will bring provide
an overview on the basis of the ‘ingress chart’, the chart cast for the moment
when the change occurred. In its own way, the moment of ingress is like a
Natal Chart in that it gives birth to a specific theme. This can be done for
any planet entering a new sign so it is not a rare event and the Lunar Nodes
change signs about every year and a half. Yet, since the Nodal Axis is so
closely linked to themes of destiny, they take on special importance.
Some of the emphasis is on social justice linked to moral, humanistic and
even spiritual themes. Healing broken and even severed links to spiritual
dimensions will remain a strong focus for those destined to ‘keep the
candles lit’. Yet, these are outweighed by the forces of change and progress.
Further, the drive of innovation backed by ambition and its shadow, greed, is
strongly emphasized. What we are likely to witness is unprecedented levels
of audacity. This is hardly a new theme on the world stage, but it is neither
simply a thing of the past.
Positively, the next 18-months will prove very exciting as a revolutionary
thrust forward, and at mass levels, becomes the new norm. While robotics
has been around for decades now, we are destined to undergo the next stage
of that revolution and this may be especially where the biggest waves of
change happen. Many people will feel left behind and their needs not met and
this could produce a new level of psychological challenges at both individual
and collective levels. Awareness allows us to make wise choices which
include knowing ourselves better and our destiny so we can be proactive and
not reactive. This is where the insights I can provide you with astrology can
help a lot.

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) All systems
are a go! One delay after another has
been deflecting your focus but now
the way should be clear. You are in an
inventive mood and are eager to try
new approaches. Working with others
is featured and probably necessary
yet challenges to your ideas may prove
challenging to accept. Be willing to
compromise.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20) A variety
of thoughts, ideas, and plans are on
your mind. Multitasking is inevitable.
Giving each area of focus their due
and yet achieving the desired mark
is the goal. Managing impatience is
extra important. You will probably be
happiest if left to work on your own
without distractions. Aim for personal
satisfaction.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) The Sun
in your sign begins on May 20 and
will coincide with the desire to slow
the pace. Taking time to focus on
your creative interests and hobbies
will produce balance. With so much
steadily dissolving in your world and
on a variety of fronts, it will feel good
to re-center and reflect in the context
of leisurely activities.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) Stepping
back and perhaps to retreat somewhat
for a while will prove satisfying over
the coming weeks. In fact, this impulse
will deepen. Enjoying simple pleasures
with family and friends is featured. Yet,
you will be looking for those escape
windows to read, rest, reflect and
meditate. This could include intrigue
and fascination.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You are in
the mood to meet new people and
perhaps forge alliances. A creative
and inventive urge guided by practical
ambitions will characterize the coming
weeks. Cultural and spiritual interests
have been surfacing and will continue
as well. Your energy levels are running
high these days; good time to initiate a
fitness focus.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22) Your career,
reputation, and public life will gain
added attention starting this week
especially. You are looking for answers
and directions. If you have been asking
sincerely and looking for the answers
then they should be rolling in by now.
Getting training and instruction now are
probably more important than giving it.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22) A soul-searching
journey that began a while back will enter a
more lively cycle now. Your curiosity levels
are running deep and learning secrets and
other obscure knowledge feel empowering.
Travel and adventure are highlighted so
hopefully the opportunity are available and
you can take full advantage.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You have arrived
at a rather important point of decision. It
has something to do with high roads and
low roads. It can also be described as a
choice between soul and ego. Sometimes
the situation is black or white and this
may be one of them. The high road is often
harder and involves sacrifices to make
meaningful contributions but the rewards
are ultimately greater.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Who loves
you, baby? Can you honestly say that
you love yourself? These can be tough
questions to ask and answer. If you do not
feel love for yourself, then you may well
feel judgment which can also be described
as ego-opinions and these will also be
projected onto others. Self-love is spiritual,
as long as it is not mere vanity, and it feels
light and peaceful. Play with this focus.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Ch, ch, ch,
changes! Dearly departed David Bowie,
a Capricorn himself, in this previous
incarnation, said it well and creatively. He
was referring to both the inevitability of
change and the fact that it takes sharp and
sudden turns, on occasion. Such is true for
you now and you suddenly find yourself in
the fast lane. Decipher what you need to do
to make your soul sing and leave the details
to your greater destiny.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) The Sun in
Gemini (May 20 to June 20, this year…) will
activate an exciting creative and inspiring
cycle for you. Your concentration levels
will deepen as well to support your focus.
Much may occur at home, in your studio,
study, garage and/or garden. Get ready to
get busy and make room for variety and
mini adventures too.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) The time has
come to take it home. For you now, this
implies getting in touch with your core gifts
and talents. Some measure of renovation is
implied. It could be physical and structural,
but it may also refer to psychological and
spiritual, such as with your beliefs and
attitudes. Changing beliefs is not so simple
since they are lodged in your subconscious.
But the technology to change them is
available. Ask for help.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

RUNNING

Salt Springers master BMO races
Measurement and
timing problems
impact some results
BY ERIC ELLIS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

PHOTO COURTESY SSTA

MAKING CONTACT: Will McDermott hits the ball during Tennis Day
in Canada at Portlock Park on May 13. The program put on by the Salt
Spring Tennis Association was one of 150 held across Canada to encourage youth in the sport of tennis. The green dot ball winner was Maya Kray,
while Evan Baukol was the regulation ball winner.

Twelve Salt Springers participated in one of three events of
the BMO Vancouver Marathon/
Half Marathon/8K race events
on May 7.
In the full marathon event,
Brittany Rustad was the first Salt
Springer to finish in a time of
3:30:25, placing 21st of 332 in
the women’s 25-29 age group.
Marcia Jansen, preparing for
the triathlon season starting
this month, finished in 3:41:17,
placing 682 of the 4,695 who
finished and 13th of 218 in her
women’s 45-49 age group. Of
note was that her fastest race
split was the 1.5-km uphill early
in the event, which she did at a
4:36/km pace compared to her
overall pace of 5:14.
Six Salt Springers competed

D.W. Salty
in the half marathon event.
is
looking
forSpringer
material
The
first Salt
across
the finish
line was Karen Madro
for
his column,
in 1:50:46, finishing eighth of

Streets
of
259 in the women’s
60-64 age
group, followed
12 seconds later
Salt
Spring
by Marion Young in 1:50:58 at a
Island.
pace of 5:15/km for ninth in the

women’s 55-59 age group and
1398th of 8,101 who finished
the event.

Susan Gordon was
the first Salt Springer
across the finish line.

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Following them was Duncan
Elsey in a time of 1:52:30 for
120th of 452 in the men’s 45-49
age group; the “Williams Team”
of Emily Meyers and Nick Williams in 2:12:19, Emily placing 379 of 841 in her 25-29 age
group and Nick in 319th of 512
in his 30-34 age group. James
Clibbery finished in 2:57:57 to
place 110 of 151 in his men’s
60-64 age group.

D.W. Salty

Four
Salt Springers
competed
is looking
for material
in the BMO 8K race. Susan Gordon for
was his
the column,
first Salt Springer
across the finish line in a time
of 33:53 at a 4:10/km pace,
placing first of 94 in her women’s 55-59 age group and fourth
among the 1,591 women who
competed.
Ryan Madro was the next
Salt Springer to finish in a time
of 46:53, placing 29th of 205
you have
in his men’s 20-24 age Ifgroup.
information
Walt Madro was next
at 47:06ontoany
our
streets,
place seventh of 212 inof
his
men’s
please
contact
60-64 age group. Lynn
Thompson completed the course us
in at:
250-537-9933
53:31, placing second
of six in or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
his men’s
75-79 age group.
Apologies if there are discrepancies in the reporting. BMO
Vancouver in past years has
been notable for measurement
and timing problems, and this
year was no different. Several
runners described here had different places reported in different parts of the results, and a
number of people who did the
8K were reported as having finished 8.1K this year.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

D.W. Salty is looking for material for
his column,
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COINS, GOLD 4 days Turn your coins, gold,
silver, art, and estate items
& SILVER
into money today!
BUYING EVENT!
Streets of Salt Spring
9thIsland

Buyin
“Salt Spring Event
g Style”

If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

WE BUY: gold and silver coins,
bank notes, watches, books, fine art,
unwanted jewelry, dental gold,
silver flatware, tea sets, bowls.

Thursday May 18,
Friday May 19,
Saturday May 20,
Sunday May 21
10am - 5pm

WE PAY
CASH!

Matt Steffich
FINE ART

John Newman

BRITANNIA ANTIQUES ESTATE BUYER

Bill Matthews

BOOK & MANUSCRIPT SPECIALIST

A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to the Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary
Enjoy Salt Spring Coffee & locally baked goods.

Free Expert Evaluations.
See you there!

FREE HOUSE
CALLS

BRITANNIA ANTIQUES

250-537-8448

&

stefﬁchﬁneart
@ Grace Point Square

Str

