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Property
values
jump

Island
family
seeks
support
Wheelchair van
needed for child with
undiagnosed disorder

New BC Assessment
figures released
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Island property owners will be receiving their
2017 notices of assessment in the mail during
the coming week, with an upward trend in values
reﬂecting the past year’s strong housing market.
“The majority of residential home assessments
within the region are shifting between plusﬁve to plus-25 per cent compared to last year’s
assessments,” regional assessor Tina Ireland
stated in a press release. “A robust real estate
market over the past year resulted in assessment
increases for many properties in the Vancouver
Island region, most notably those in the Greater
Victoria areas which have indicated increases up
to 40 per cent.”
Overall, the Vancouver Island region’s total
assessments increased from $170.15 billion in
2016 to $193.21 billion this year. The typical
single family residential property in the Southern
Gulf Islands saw an increase in value of nearly 11
per cent, going from $385,500 in 2016 to $426,000
in 2017.
A Salt Spring waterfront property at 466 Scott
Point Road was once again assessed as the 12th
most valuable home in the region, with a new
valuation of $8.734 million compared to $7.956
I already talked
million for 2016.
tothe
Dan
about this
Deputy assessor Bill Dawson said
number
of real estate sales on Salt Springlast
increased
in
week...ad
to
PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
general over the past year, but non-waterfront
say
properties saw a greater jump in prices paid. SURVIVORS: The Tempest junior roller derby team members warm up after their “Roller Bear
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Swim” at Vesuvius Beach on New Year’s Day. See page 15 for more photos and information.

Christmas Sales continue.

Salt Spring’s Severn family is
reaching out to the community to help provide opportunities for two-and-a-half-yearold Layla Luyt to grow and
thrive while living with a rare
genetic neurological disease.
A GoFundMe campaign has
the immediate goal of paying
off a wheelchair-accessible
van. That’s a significant step,
but just one element in the
ongoing needs the Luyts will
face throughout their journey.
Layla’s mother Kaiti Luyt
(nee Severn) was born and
raised on Salt Spring. She
and her husband Aaron had
moved to Ontario for his work
just before their daughter was
born in August 2014. They
planned to be there for two
years but moved back to B.C.
just before Layla’s first birthday after she was sent to the
pediatric intensive care unit at
Children’s Hospital in London,
Ont. with a serious but still
undiagnosed condition.
The Luyts first discovered
something was wrong when
Layla stopped being able to
breastfeed at five months.

LAYLA continued on 5
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SALT SPRING FIRE DISTRICT

Fire district nominations open for five trustee seats
Board chair hopes for
ratepayer engagement
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

With the nomination period for
new fire district trustees underway since Tuesday, fire chair Mitch
Forest suggests budget familiarity, a sound grasp of management,
accountability and a willingness to
negotiate will figure prominently in
the looming electoral race.
“It is projected that the budget
will increase quite significantly
in the next three years, primarily
fuelled by the collective bargaining
agreement and a new fire hall,” Forest said earlier this week. “It was
often misconstrued that any management decisions that limited
spending were ‘unfriendly and antifirefighter.’ This has proven to be
not true. Is more better, or is it best
to simply maintain the high service
level we have?”

Fo re s t i s
eager to see
how new candidates will
weigh their
duties to ratepayers and
fire protection
when faced
with increased
spending
and a budget
mitch
forest
where close to
80 per cent is
comprised of employee costs.
“These are not diametrically
opposed to each other, and it is
unfortunate that some folk can’t
grasp that management’s job is
to run a service as economically
efficient as possible and one that
answers the desires of the ratepayers
being served,” he added.
Nominations for five trustees will
be accepted until Friday, Jan. 13 at
4 p.m. Two trustees will be elected
for the balance of a three-year term

Salt Spring Island
United Church
would like to thank
all the dedicated volunteers
and contributors for making
our 17th Annual
Community Christmas Day
Dinner such a success.

ending at the district’s April 2017
AGM, two others will be elected for
the balance of a three-year term
ending at the 2018 AGM, and a single
trustee will win a seat for the balance
of a three-year term that ends at the
fire district’s 2019 AGM.
The election is set for the Salt
Spring Public Library on Feb. 11,
2017. Advance voting will be available at the library program room on
Feb. 1.
The district has operated in
“caretaker mode” since the sudden resignation of four trustees in
October. Chair Forest and Howard
Baker continue to serve as trustees.
Forest said he’ll watch with interest to see how the new fire board
will approach upcoming negotiations with the career firefighters’
union concerning the collective
bargaining agreement.
“Will new trustees ‘wing it’ as
was done in the past or continue
to do what this previous board had
been doing, using experienced

“I hope that the trustees
who are elected understand the enormity of
the job, the commitment,
and the purpose of their
position.”
Mitch Forest
Chair, SSI Fire District Board
lawyers to do the best that can be
done for the ratepayers?” Forest
said.
As for any advice he would have
liked to have had before he was
elected to the fire district board,
he said, “The most obvious is how
much time would be required to
do the job properly and professionally.”
“What do I hope happens post

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Salt Spring Commons project hits hurdle
Salt Spring Island United Church
would like to thank all the dedicated
volunteers and contributors for making
reviewChristmas
the document beforehand. The
our 15th
Annual
Community
Services
toCommunity
public hearing has yet to be scheduled.
Dinner such a success.
“In the meantime we have had the
build market
housing at
Special thanks to RICHARD
DICK
hisand had site plans
architect
onfor
board
Bishop’s Walk
long service as kitchen
manager.
and
draft building designs [drawn]

while we continue on fundraising and
financing plans for the project,” Wiltzen said.
Salt Spring Community Services’
The Bishop’s Walk project, also
plan to build affordable market hous- known as Salt Spring Commons, is
ing at Bishop’s Walk has been delayed planned for a five-acre parcel on the
while amendments to its housing slopes of Mount Belcher that backs
Thrifty Foods
agreement with the Salt Spring Local onto Lions Club and Gulf Islands
Trust Committee go through the School District properties on Drake
Slegg Lumber
required process.
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Ganges
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election and we have a full board
again? I hope that the trustees who
are elected understand the enormity of the job, the commitment
and the purpose of their position.
I hope we will have good financial background, human resources
background and good common
sense elected to the positions,” he
added. “Above all, I hope that the
ratepayers will attend meetings
and participate, witness the process and keep the trustees on task.”
Fire trustee nominees must be
aged 18 years of age or older, have
lived in British Columbia for at
least six months before election
day and must own land within the
fire district’s jurisdiction. Potential
trustees must be nominated by
two qualified electors.
Nomination forms and further information are available at
the Ganges fire hall, from www.
saltspringfire.com or by contacting
returning officer Thomas Moore at
250-472-0059.

Book your flight on-line and
Thanks
very much.
on
a return
trip airfare.
Gulf Islands

SAVE $12.00

with an income of $60,000 looking to
purchase a home would qualify for
lending toward a $236,000 mortgage.
A home for that amount was unlikely to be found when the report was
released in 2015 and would be even
more difficult today, with real estate
sales and property values strengthening during 2016. Only a few homes
in the past six months sold for under
$300,000.
“There are very few suitable rental or ownership options for working
families earning $60,000 or less,” the
business case observes. “The bottom line is that there is a substantial
undersupply of appropriate housing
stock at prices affordable to these
households.
Until the market eases
Super Saver
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Newsbeat

Heads up!

Gulf Islands Board of Education Meeting:
Wednesday, JANUARY 11
GISS at 1 p.m. Public welcome!

WASTE

Composting educator offers advice on kitchen scraps
Info sessions coming
this spring
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

As the Capital Regional District’s
ban on food waste at Hartland
Landfill approaches its second
anniversary, some individuals and
community organizations in the
region are still coming to grips with
how to deal with the diverted materials.
The kitchen scraps ban was a
major topic of interest at a CRDsponsored waste information session that took place on Salt Spring
in November. According to a summary of proceedings provided by
the island’s CRD director Wayne
McIntyre, “Participants identified a
desire for more education, including presentations in local schools,
curriculum information, ads in the
Driftwood, promotion of onsite
digesters and outreach displays at
local stores.”
As a result, CRD staff will undertake to provide more education
about kitchen scraps on the island
in 2017, including several sessions
with Marika Smith, executive director of Victoria’s Compost Education
Centre.
“Working with small communities is very interesting to me
because it seems there’s a possibility for them to work out solutions on
their own,” Smith said, noting the
situation can become more com-

plicated in urban bureaucracies.
“I like the spirit of places like the
Gulf Islands and Sooke because
they don’t seem to mind taking
responsibility for their own waste,”
she added.
Prior to the January 2015 ban,
food waste accounted for 30 per
cent of the material deposited at
Hartland. The CRD reports 7,200
tonnes of source-separated kitchen
scraps were received at the transfer
station in 2015. All six of the CRD
municipalities that provide residential garbage service now have
green bin programs in place (serving 70 per cent of region’s single
family dwelling residents, according to CRD statistics.)
Other communities have privately run pick-up or drop-off services,
such as Laurie’s Recycling offers at
its Lower Ganges Road collection
station.
CRD bylaw enforcement is issuing fines to commercial haulers
who send large deposits of food
waste to the landfill, but individual
consumers may not see a strong
enough reason to respect the ban.
In the absence of real penalties and
bylaw reminders, it’s not known
how many islanders are actually
respecting the food scraps ban now
that the heavy promotion is over.
“Some people don’t know about
the ban still, which is something
that happens with government policy and bylaws,” Smith said. “But
others are just throwing food waste
into the garbage because there are

photo by compost education centre

Green Cone food waste digesters are put to use at the Compost Education Centre in Victoria.
no fines.”
The Compost Education Centre
is an independent non-profit organization but receives core funding
from the CRD and works in partnership with it to provide citizen
training programs and research on
matters such as organic gardening,
food security and urban sustainability. Part of their programming
also focuses on prevention, as in
how to produce less food waste in
the first place.
To help support its programming,
the centre sells products such as

home compost bins and food waste
digesters, both of which it supplies
to the Salt Spring Recycling Depot
for distribution on the island.
Smith said there was an immediate uptake of the green digesters
when the kitchen scraps ban was
announced and when it first took
effect. Since then there has been a
significant drop in sales and distribution.
Although many islanders may
be familiar with composting, onsite food waste digesters have the
added capability of taking things

like meat bones and pet waste.
Part of the unit’s chamber is buried
underground, and broken down
materials disperse into the surrounding area. Unlike composters,
though, there is no useable soil to
harvest and carbon-based materials like paper towels and yard waste
are not digestible.
Digesters were partially subsidized by the CRD when the food
scraps ban was first introduced.
McIntyre has voiced his support
for another round of subsidies or
rebates, such as have been offered
for environmental initiatives like
low-flush toilets. Smith said people
attending the CRD waste session in
November also voiced the need for
the program to senior CRD staff.
Smith will be back on Salt Spring
sometime this spring to offer one
or two information sessions on
composting and on-site digester
options. She will also provide consultation to the CRD on mid-scale
composting systems that can serve
communities of 5,000 to 10,000
people. Some of these require a
hefty investment but become costeffective within several years, and
can provide a means of social enterprise in the bargain.
“There’s tons of different technologies, so I hope to offer a birds-eye
view,” Smith said said.
More information on the Compost Education Centre information
can be found at www.compost.ca,
and information on the kitchen
scraps strategy is at www.crd.bc.ca.

News briefs
Tree chipping
Salt Spring Fire Rescue continues a start-of-the-year tradition to help islanders clean
up from the holidays and support a worthy island cause.
Christmas tree chipping will
be offered on Saturday, Jan. 7
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
at the Central fire hall. People
are asked to remove all decorations and non-biodegradable materials from their tree

before dropping it off.
The service is available by
donation with all proceeds
donated to the Salt Spring
Food Bank.
Over the past two years,
Salt Spring Fire Rescue has
chipped about 50 trees and
raised between $300 and $500
for the food bank, according to
fire chief Arjuna George.
The event is being hosted
with assistance from Salt
Spring Wood Chipping.

Drug talks
Salt Spring youth, parents
and caring adults are invited
to participate in conversations about teen drug and
substance use on Wednesday,
Jan. 11.
Two free sessions taking
place that day are part of an
ongoing series of psychoeducational events supported
by the Salt Spring Island Local
Action Team.

Teens and Drug Use: What
Adults Need to Know will be
held at the Salt Spring Public
Library from 6 to 8 p.m. Speaker Julie Green of Discovery
Youth & Family Substance Use
Services will provide information for parents on drug use
and talk about risks and protective factors.
Youth will gather at the
Core Inn from 5 to 7 p.m. for
an honest conversation facilitated by Angela Koetzle, youth

substance use counsellor with
Salt Spring Community Services.
Goodies and beverages will
be provided at the events and
child-minding is available by
registration. Parents and other
adults can register at www.
substanceuse-cymhsu.eventbrite.com, and youth can register at www.substanceuseyouth.eventbrite.com.
The Salt Spring Island
Local Action Team is one of

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

64 teams working across the
province as part of the Child
and Youth Mental Health and
Substance Use Collaborative.
The goal of the collaborative
is to increase timely access to
integrated services and supports for children, youth and
families struggling with mental health and substance use
issues.
Funding comes from a partnership between Doctors of
BC and the B.C. government.
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RCMP

Salt Spring RCMP opens window on criminal checks
Applications now accepted
daily during office hours
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

In an effort to expedite criminal record
checks for local residents, the Salt Spring RCMP
is now accepting requests every day the detachment is open for regular business.
The Salt Spring detachment processes up to
20 applications every week. Changes that went
into effect Tuesday will now permit islanders to submit forms anytime between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays). Previously, requests were only
accepted on Wednesday afternoons.
The opening up of the processing period is

good news for the island’s many volunteer programs, which include sports teams and a range
of school-based activities.
“I’m happy to see any improvements to
access by the RCMP for criminal record checks
of volunteers in our schools,” said Rob Pingle,
vice-chair of the Gulf Islands School District’s
board of education.
Pingle added that since December 2013,
school district volunteers have been able to
apply online using an access code that forwards
the record directly to the district coordinator
Glynis Finer. But when additional information
on identity is required, a trip to the local detachment for fingerprinting may still be required.
Volunteers or employees working with individuals in the vulnerable sector may have to
take the extra step of fingerprinting if there is a

pardoned sexual offence associated with someone who has the same, or similar, birthdate and
gender as the applicant. In that case fingerprints are taken to establish identity and must
be sent to Ottawa for processing, which can add
up to four months to the wait period for results
to come back.
“We do this as a service to the community,
so there’s no fee to perform the criminal record
checks,” said Salt Spring RCMP detachment
services assistant Josie Ripley.
She noted there’s also no cost for fingerprinting services, although there may be a processing fee if the check is being done for employment purposes.
Regular applications are expected to be
returned in two weeks, which is a change from
the previous same day turn-around, since crim-

inal record checks will be going on at the same
time as other detachment business.
“The two-week waiting period is to allow us
to complete our priority core policing tasks first
and then criminal record checks as time allows.
There has also been an increase in the number
of data bases we must search, which also adds
to the processing time,” Ripley said.
If fingerprinting is required, it can be done
on the spot if there is a police officer available. If
not, an appointment will be set up.
Applicants for criminal record checks are
reminded to bring an agency request letter and
government-issued photo identification with
them to the detachment’s front counter. Anyone who has questions about what is required
should call the detachment at 250-537-5555
before going in to the office.

Gulf Islands follow regional trend with higher values
ASSESSMENTS
continued from 1
Assessments for the island’s upland
properties accordingly went up
from five to 20 per cent, with a
median of 13 to 14 per cent, while
waterfront property values rose
from zero to 15 per cent.
“Certainly we saw higher sale volumes last year, which is great for the
assessment office because it gives

us more evidence to support our
eventual decisions,” Dawson said.
The surge in regional real estate
sales and corresponding assessments in the Vancouver Island region
follows the provincial trend. The total
value of real estate on the 2017 roll
for B.C. is $1.67 trillion, an increase of
over 25 per cent from 2016.
In addition to the mailed notices,
BC Assessment’s website at bcassessment.ca has been updated
and offers more details about 2017

assessments, property information and trends. The online e-valueBC service allows anyone to
search, check and compare neighbouring properties or those located
anywhere in the province.
People who feel that their property assessment does not reflect
market value as of July 1, 2016 or
see incorrect information on their
notice should contact BC Assessment as indicated on their notice as
soon as possible in January.

Property owners who are still
concerned about their assessment
after speaking to an appraiser must
submit a notice of complaint by
Jan. 31 in order to apply for review
by a Property Assessment Review
Panel. The panels are independent of BC Assessment and are
appointed annually by the Ministry
of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development. They typically meet
between Feb. 1 and March 15 to
hear formal complaints.

While property taxes are based
on assessed values, BC Assessment
says an increase in valuation is not
necessarily cause for concern.
“It is important to understand
that large increases in property
assessments do not automatically translate into a corresponding
increase in property taxes,” Ireland
said. “It all depends how your actual
property assessment changes compared to the average change in your
community.”

CRIME

Opportunity to Comment on
BC Ferries’ Proposed New Minor
Route Vessels

The Office of the British Columbia Ferries Commissioner (“commissioner”), the
independent regulator of BC Ferry Services Inc., is seeking public comment on
BC Ferries’ proposal to replace vessels on Route 18 (Powell River-Texada Island)
and Route 25 (Port McNeill – Alert Bay - Sointula). BC Ferries has submitted an
application under Section 55 of the Coastal Ferry Act seeking the commissioner’s
approval of the major capital expenditure to acquire two new minor class vessels.
In its application BC Ferries proposes to deploy the first new vessel on Route 18
replacing the North Island Princess which will be retired and the other new vessel
will be deployed on Route 25 replacing the Quadra Queen II which will be
redeployed as refit relief in place of the Quinetsa. In turn, the Quinetsa will be
redeployed to Route 6 (Salt Spring Island (Vesuvius Bay) - Crofton) enabling the
retirement of the Howe Sound Queen.
Under Section 55 of the Coastal Ferry Act the commissioner may approve a major
capital expenditure if the proposed major capital expenditure is:
a) reasonable,
b) prudent, and
c) consistent with
(i) the current Coastal Ferry Services Contract, and
(ii) any long term capital plan established by the ferry operator.
BC Ferries’ application is available on the commissioner’s website at
www.bcferrycommission.ca/reports-press/whats-new/.
Comments or submissions can be sent by email to info@bcferrycommission.ca or
by mail to:
Office of the BC Ferries Commissioner
PO Box 9279 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9J7
Deadline for public comments is January 31, 2017. Comments submitted to the
commissioner may be published on the commissioner’s website.

Impaired driving suspected
Attempted break and enter
reported Boxing Day
Salt Spring police are reminding people about the impacts of drinking and
driving as alcohol is suspected as a factor in two recent crashes on the island.
Boxing Day incidents reported on
briefly in last week’s Driftwood included
a 1990s model Chevrolet Tracker rolling over in the 1300 block of North End
Road and a 1990s Jeep running through
the four-way stop at Central and hitting
the Mainroad works yard fence.
“Fortunately in these cases, no other
motorists or pedestrians were harmed
by these drivers who chose to get behind
the wheel after consuming alcohol,”
stated Cpl. Darren Lagan in a press
release.
He asks island residents to help RCMP
apprehend impaired drivers before they
hurt themselves or others.
“ We all play a par t in reducing
impaired driving and ensuring accountability for those who do it. If you observe
a driver you know or think is impaired,
call 9-1-1 immediately. Report their
vehicle description, licence plate if you
know it, and a direction of travel, so that
officers can attempt to intercept and
stop the driver.”
He stressed that local detachment
members have “zero tolerance” for
impaired drivers.
On Dec. 23, the driver of a 1990s model
Chevrolet pick-up who tried to avoid
a police road check in the 500 block of
Lower Ganges Road was issued a 90-day
roadside driving prohibition and the

vehicle was impounded for 30 days.
In other crime news, the owner of
a pick-up truck parked overnight at
Ruckle Park on Dec. 21 reported that
a quarter tank of gasoline had been
syphoned off. Minor damage was done
to the gas cap cover during the theft.
Anyone with information about this
incident is asked to call the Salt Spring
RCMP at 250-537-5555, or anonymously
through Crimestoppers at 1-800-222TIPS (8477).

“We all play a part in reducing
impaired driving and
ensuring accountability for
those who do it.”
Cpl. Darren Lagan
Salt Spring RCMP
An attempted break and enter to a residence in the 100 block of Thomas Road
was also reported to police on Dec. 26
shortly after 10:30 p.m. The occupant of
the home reported hearing two attempts
by an unidentified person to enter a
sliding glass door and a first floor window. No entry was gained. Police officers
responded and attempted to locate suspects in the area, but nobody suspicious
was observed. Police remind residents
to secure their homes, and report any
suspicious activity to the RCMP.
A Stark’s Road property owner reported the theft of a barbecue and propane
tank from the deck of their residence
over the holiday.
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Answers sought in diagnosis program
LAYLA
continued from 1

photo courtesy Luyt family

Aaron and Kaiti Luyt with daughter Layla, who was born with
a rare — and as yet undiagnosed — genetic neurological
disease.
sit up was one advance. A
new electric wheelchair has
allowed her to experience
the cause and effect of her
own motion for the first
time.
Over the past year and
half the Luyts have therefore gone from preparing
themselves to say goodbye
to their daughter to looking
forward to different scenarios. They have been accepted
to the Undiagnosed Diseases Network program and
will hopefully receive some
answers about Layla’s condition and how to improve
it after a trip to UCLA in the
spring.
“Now we’re changing our
mindset to ‘Maybe we’re
going to have her for longer,’” Kaiti said.
The unexpected gift has

come with unexpected
needs, though, such as getting a hospital bed, lifts
and ramps installed at their
home in Mission. While
Aaron is a power engineer
and has found a job at a fruit
processing plant, Kaiti was
not able to return to her job
with WestJet and also act as
Layla’s main caregiver.
“Basically we realized it
would be impossible for me
to have a job. It would cost
a lot more to pay someone
else than I could make with
my education — and if time
is limited I want to spend it
with Layla and give her the
opportunity to thrive and
do the things we didn’t think
were possible,” she said.
The Luyts would love to
bring Layla to a park where
she could be around other

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Forum guest shares insight on 2017
Canada’s ambassador to
France at event
SUBMITTED BY SALT SPRING
FORUM
This past year was eventful, to
say the least! Many countries saw
a rise in right-wing populism,
British citizens voted to leave the
European Union, and Donald
Trump was elected president of
the United States.
If that wasn’t enough, what’s
coming up in 2017?
Was Brexit just the beginning
of a much-diminished European Union? Might France — with
far-right presidential candidate
Marine Le Pen — be next?
What implications might
Trump’s relationship with Vladimir Putin have for the European
Union, NATO, Ukraine and the
Baltic States?
Are there reasons for optimism?
What role might Canada play?
On Sunday, Jan. 8 at 7:30 p.m. at

Mahon Hall, the Salt Spring Forum
launches a new year of community discussions — with a guest
who is uniquely qualified to speak
about these pressing issues.
Lawrence Cannon is currently
Canada’s Ambassador to France,
a position he has held since 2012.
Before this, he was a senior and
influential member of Stephen
Harper’s cabinet, serving as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2008
to 2011, and Minister of Transport
from 2006 to 2008.
As head of the diplomatic
corps, Cannon represented Canada’s interests on the world stage,
including with the European
Union and its member states. He
also developed a strong working
relationship with Sergey Lavrov,
who remains Russia’s foreign
minister to this day.
Before running for Parliament
in 2006, Lawrence Cannon had
already made his political mark.
He was appointed personal secretary to Québec Premier Robert

Photo by Banana Joe Clemente

BLOOM WATCH: Tropical plant specialist
Banana Joe Clemente has been carefully monitoring a patch of flowers near the end of Beddis Road
in eager anticipation of Salt Spring’s earliest daffodil
bloom. The above photo, taken on Dec. 31, shows
the leading contender to break the current Jan. 8
record.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician
for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

250-537-5268

EMERGENCY SERVICE

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9
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Ambassador Lawrence Cannon
is the Salt Spring Forum guest at
Mahon Hall on Jan. 8.
Bourassa in 1971, serving in that
position until 1976. He was then
elected as a municipal councillor and, later, as a Member of the
National Assembly of Québec.
Tickets for Sunday’s event are
on sale at Salt Spring Books only,
and at the door if quantities last.

Pick up a Rider's Bulletin on board
or visit bctransit.com

6372

Their doctor suggested
she had a severe form of spinal muscular atrophy and
that their only course of
action was to take her home
and love her for the time
they had. At that point Layla
was not expected to live past
one year, or two at most.
By eight months, Layla’s
breathing and general condition was so bad that her
parents took her to emergency, and right away the
attending doctor said he
didn’t think SMA was the
issue. After a month in ICU,
doctors still couldn’t make
a diagnosis but they had
installed a permanent feeding tube.
Despite poor odds, the
Luyts have since watched
Layla develop capabilities
that would seem barely
noticeable to others but are
huge milestones to them.
They are constantly trying
to reset their perceptions
to give their daughter the
support and challenges she
needs to grow further.
“We’re just very happy
that we have her and were
given the opportunity to
love her, and we want to give
her all the opportunities we
can,” Kaiti said.
Getting nutrition seemed
to make a difference; Layla
has continued to grow even
though she has very little
muscle ability. While she can
only lie flat unless fully supported, her arms and legs
have gotten stronger and
she is vocalizing. Getting a
customized special-needs
stroller that allowed her to

kids and practise her wheelchair moves in a bigger
space than the living room.
She also has two or three
appointments each week
with specialists and therapists. But the wheelchair is
not the fold-up variety and
weighs perhaps 350 pounds
— it’s not something that
can be popped into the
trunk or even lifted.
Sidewinder Conversions
in Chilliwack sent the Luyts
home with their base model
rear-loading Dodge Caravan at Christmas, without
having the $46,000 price tag
paid off. The family hopes to
get coverage for around half
the cost with applications in
to the Variety Club and President’s Choice Children’s
Charity. The GoFundMe
campaign for $20,000 will
hopefully cover the rest. As
of Monday they had reached
$11,500, but still have a way
to go to reach the total.
The Luyts are not entirely
comfortable asking for help
— Kaiti said she was raised
with the understanding that
you work hard and pay for
what you need yourself.
“It’s hard to ask for money
and not give anything in
return,” she said.
Having found a new family of supporters in other
people with sick kids who
have experience navigating the system, the best the
Luyts can offer for now is to
help others facing similar
situations sometime down
the road.
“We hope to one day pay it
forward,” Kaiti said.
Donations can be made
to www.gofundme.com/LaylaVan.

Transit Info 250·538·4282 • www.bctransit.com
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OPINION

2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Trustees
wanted

MY NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTION IS TO
LOSE 500 POUNDS

A

nyone resolved to
engage in local politics
this year need not wait
long for an opportunity
to act as the nomination period
opened this week for five vacant
trustee positions on the Salt
Spring Fire Protection District.

Potential candidates have kept a low profile,
but there’s still time for fire board hopefuls to
submit their names before the Friday, Jan. 13
deadline.
Maybe it’s the post-holiday lull or perhaps it’s
the chill in the air that’s prevented contenders
from declaring their intentions until the final
moment. Or maybe it’s the enormity of the task at
hand.
Despite the previous board’s effort to strengthen accountability, control budget expenses and
standardize procedures, the surprise resignation
of four trustees last fall highlights the difficulties
inherent to the task of managing the island’s fire-rescue
department.
The five (one position was
Fire district
already vacated) successful
election
candidates will immediately be
faced with a duty to find that
elusive sweet spot between serNominees
vice and costs — a way forward
that will allow our island’s fire
needed
department to keep providing the quality service to which we have grown
accustomed while recognizing ratepayers’ limited
tolerance for higher taxes.
A large cast of nominees would help launch a
dialogue about how to best move forward in a
year that offers potential for significant drama,
such as negotiations between the board and firefighters’ union, results of a possible governance
referendum, replacement of the Ganges fire hall
and rising costs.
In an interview earlier this week, fire board chair
Mitch Forest touched on a key point. Regardless
of who gets elected on Feb. 11, a significant mark
of success will be stronger public engagement in
a process that’s clearly given many of us plenty to
talk about. It is through this participatory setting
that we can hopefully build a deeper collective
understanding about the complexities that underlie the work of trustees and the duties of firefighters, and find a way to move forward.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by BOB WEEDEN

Unexpected fall finds community
While in midair I wondered if there was a better choice than
heads or tails. Tails are too complicated to heal easily, and the
contents of my head are too sparse to risk losing more. I was in
luck, hitting on a meaty shoulder.
By the time I knew I needed help, it was there. Five or six
folks gathered on the sidewalk, offering assistance. Two knew
how to give it; I relaxed in good hands. A lady randomly paired
as my winning tennis partner 10 years ago (a vivid memory of
a rare event) said she had lots of outpatient experience, and
proved it by taking charge. A few halting steps later I was in the
passenger seat of my Outback with Sue driving to Lady Minto.
Her husband followed in their car.
Walk past the dark general reception window, turn right,
look left, show CareCard, take a seat. Weird things were going
on now with the adrenalin in my system. Chills, shakes, nausea, an urge to lean on the calm voice that explained me to
myself and to the X-ray technician. A bit of blurred waiting.
Sue had called my wife Judy. What a grand thing to see her walk
down the hall! The compassion of strangers gave graceful way
to love from a 57-year partnership.
Israel in blue attendant jacket got me onto a cot, accepted
papers from the X-ray guy, and hovered busily. I tried to embellish a story of my fall for Judy, one that converted stupidity
into heroism. Failing, I read the labels on a wall of pigeonholes
with what looked like the dry goods display in a crossroads
hardware store.
“What is that?” I asked, pointing with a healthy finger.
Israel explained. I’ll never know how, but between my
addled brain and his imagination, suddenly we were quoting

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you feel your 2017 property assessment is fair?
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

Yes

in unison from Alice Through the Looking Glass:
“’Twas brillig, and the slithey toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe.
All mimsey were the boroughgroves
And the mome raths outgrabe.
Beware the Jabberwock my son,
With jaws that bite…”
We were on a roll. Did the whole thing. “He chortled in his joy.”
A grinning doctor gave us prescription for enhanced Tylenol, which he said would come in handy for both Judy and
me. “Can’t pin or plate it,” he said, “way up near the ball joint.”
He fitted a foam sling from the wall cubbies and wished us a
Merry Christmas.
In elementary school I envied athletic classmates who got
pretty girls to write on their thick plaster casts. I waited 84
years for my first fracture — where are the pigtailed dreamcarriers when I need them? Where are the dirty white casts
worth drawing on?
Not here, but I got something a whole lot better. I rediscovered, yet again, my spouse’s limitless caring. (Ironically, Judy
cracked a rib a while ago and I’ve been a bit solicitous myself,
mostly by trying to make her not laugh. Easy for me.) I saw
compassion in a stranger’s eyes. I found a kindred quirky soul
who could make a duet out of Jabberwocky. I found skilled
medical folks ready at the drop of a body. Cheap, too.
I found community.
The writer is a retired university professor, author and Driftwood columnist.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

No Do you feel optimistic
about the year ahead?

49 47

YES NO
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ISLAND VOICES

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “I hope that the ratepayers will attend meetings

and participate, witness the process and keep the trustees on task.”
MITCH FOREST, SSI FIRE PROTECTION BOARD CHAIR

SALT SPRING

SAYS

We asked: How do
you stay positive
despite all the bad
news?

ROY BREWER

GWYNETH DOBIE

DON OMSTEAD

AMELIA MILNER

MAUREEN ZENTNER

I’ve started looking for comedy on television, preferably
British humour.

I work with the word
gratitude, and try to focus on
things in my immediate community that I’m grateful for
like health and my family.

Lots of alcohol and try to
rationalize everything that’s
going on.

Spend time with family, and
do things that make your
heart sing.

We came to Salt Spring.

Letters to the editor
Soften tactics
The following was sent to the
North Salt Spring Waterworks
District board and filed with
the Driftwood for publication.
We are writing to voice our
concern about how the board
is dealing with the water needs
of Fraser’s Thimble Farms.
This island business has built
an excellent reputation on
island and throughout the
Pacific Northwest. Let us not
treat them as we did the Salt
Spring Coffee Company and
send them off-island (after
four decades!) because of draconian regulations.
The stock and knowledge
at Thimble Farms is second
to none in the region: they
specialize in local, indigenous
and drought-tolerant plants
and, unlike most nurseries, they propagate much of

their material. They are a farm
and as a farm they deserve to
receive the water necessary for
their business. Over the past
four years they have reduced
their water needs substantially, with shade cloths and water
catchment systems installed
and a newly dug 70-thousandgallon pond this winter, all at
considerable expense.
We ask the board to soften
their hard-line approach and
find a way that they can work
with this local business that
would allow and encourage
it to continue and flourish. It
is a business that we gardeners value very highly and we
would be devastated to see
them close down or move off
island. It would be a great loss
to the island.
CELIA DUTHIE AND
NICHOLAS HUNT,
CHURCHILL ROAD

EV stats
wanted
Congratulations, Salt
Spring! By the end of 2016 over
90 Salt Springers have taken
the leap into electric cars and
from impromptu conversations around town and on ferries are loving the experience.
Much of this growth in EVs
(electric automobiles) on Salt
Spring comes from word of
mouth and the dedicated
work of the Transition Salt
Spring (TSS) EV Group members who have spearheaded
this initiative for the past five
years. So if Santa brought you
an EV for Christmas — great
news — one more towards the
target for 2017 of 150 EVs for
Canada’s 150th birthday!
As the EV moment on Salt
Spring grows, so does the

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

need to get a handle on the
impact of this transition, on
greenhouse gasses, gasoline
reduction, and a better feel for
the maintenance costs and
energy efficiency of electric
cars. Efforts have been made
to gather this type of information in the past, though with
a limited base of actual data.
To create more robust and
dependable information the
Salt Spring Island EV Statistics Project was born this past
summer.
With the support of EV
owners the project took off on
Jan. 1, 2017. In late December
all EV owners listed in TSS EV
Group database were invited
to participate. Being part of
the project is simple: note
your odometer reading on Jan.
1, reset your energy efficiency
reading (if so equipped) and
record any maintenance costs

AGING with GRACE: Mind the Gaffe!
W

hat can I say? It was the
shortest day of the year.
I was trying to recover from a
virus. I had a “to do” list a mile
long. Any port in a storm, I guess.
My storm blew in on Dec. 20
while picking up prescriptions,
buying the last Logitech ergonomic keyboard Orca Electronics had in stock, looking for the
bagel shop in Gasoline Alley,
discovering a tiny bakery whose
owner makes delightful mushroom quiches while reporting
that these days Montreal bagels
are sold out of a truck, except
they were closed that day due to
high winds.
Then I lost it. I didn’t discover my loss until three days
later and, if you think I react
well to losing my debit card, you
should have seen me a month
earlier when I lost my wallet.
Both of which lead to the
broader question: Am I losing
IT or am I LOSING it?
Actually, after due distress,
I found both card and wallet
because people are basically
honest and I still have the wit

to retrace my steps. I knew my
wallet had to be somewhere
b e t w e e n t h e G re e n w o o d s
Christmas bazaar held at Braehaven and the one hosted by
All Saints Anglican Church. I
was pole walking with a pack
on my back, my rationale being
to get some exercise while also
refraining from buying more
stuff than a pack can hold.
My Greenwoods purchases
safely stored, I spied a turquoise
elf hat. I just had to have it and,
being in a hurry, I popped it
on my head, stuffing my wallet
halfway into a too-small pocket.
Then off I trotted to All Saints.
Just inside the door, I spotted
a possible purchase but, to my
horror, my wallet was missing.
Maybe you saw me hotfooting
it back to Braehaven, poles flailing, elf hat in place, eyes glued
to the verge. While heading up
Park Drive at nineteen-to-the
dozen, my heart was leaping
at the thrill of cancelling credit
cards and replacing my driver’s
licence.
And then, at the corner of

Lower Ganges and Crofton, one
of Salt Spring’s busiest intersections, I spied my wallet lying on
the ground next to the flashing traffic light. A half hour had
passed since it fell out of my
pocket, so I figure pedestrians
were passing their time textmessaging while crossing busy
streets or, if they’d actually seen
it lying there, guessed somebody like me would show up
to reclaim it. So why make life
complicated?
You might also have seen me
tearing around town looking for
my debit card. Country Grocer’s
lost and found drawer had one
card, but it wasn’t mine. Then
a clerk at Upper Ganges Liquor
Store fumbled through a whole
fistful of cards before we concluded that mine wasn’t among
them. At least there was solace
in seeing I’m not the only scatterbrain in town.
It turns out I’d left my debit
card at the Islands Savings cash
point, though I hate to think
how I pulled off that stunt. Anyway, the next person to make a

throughout 2017. Data will be
collected on Jan. 1 each year
and annual statistics calculated for the full fleet of EVs
on Salt Spring. TSS can then
present this information to
provincial and federal decision makers in their on-going
effort to encourage supportive
EV policy.
To be added to the EV owners list contact Jim Standen,
EV registrar (250-537-5646),
or for more information contact John Newton, EV statistics
project lead (250-653-4594).
JOHN NEWTON,
S A LT S P R I N G

Awakening
We have an unusual island
reaction/ of rejoicing /
on the rare occasion
when lingering snow falls.
We marvel at the golden tint
spreading across

our frosted sunrise hills.
We listen to the silence
surrounding
the flitter and flutter
of winter birds
at our snowy feeders.
We feel the cool sting
of dusting ice
as a breeze stirs powdery
overhanging
evergreen boughs.
We look in awe
as the blackened night
reveals an array of twinkles
above the crusted snow.
We are bought to inner
peace
by the faint singing of children’s praise
of Him our Advent awaited.
We are mindful
of long ago Christmas
memories / as we embrace
the winter of our lives.
MICHAEL DAN DOYLE,
S A LT S P R I N G

BY HELEN HINCHLIFF

transaction was kind enough to
turn it in and a clerk cancelled
it. When I showed up three days
later, a nice young teller created a new card while offering a
warm smile and some words of
wisdom: perhaps I need to try
being mindful.
I smiled in gratitude. Not only
had he given me an idea for a
column on New Year’s resolutions, but he’d also confirmed
my slowly dawning realization
that I need to keep my mind
on what I’m doing right now
instead of on the five thousand
other things I could be doing,
should be doing, should have
done already, want to do in the
next few minutes, not to mention all those other things I
might get around to next week.
A case in point: When I put my
glasses down between times,
I should be mindful of where
exactly I’m putting them. Is it a
memorable spot? Is it a visible
spot? Is it a safe spot?
Because I have to admit, I
spend entirely too much time
wandering around my house

HELEN HINCHLIFF
looking for my glasses. Failing
to find them, I wander again
and still I come up short. On
the third try, maybe a ray of
sunshine reflected in the glass
catches my eye. There they
are: on top of my duvet! That’s
where I often leave them, carelessly camouflaged by colourful
calico, almost invisible to the
naked eye.
But why start New Year’s resolutions before Jan. 1? So, on Dec.
29, I squashed them while putting on my socks.
Lucky me! Gulf Islands Optical was open and Rick Weatherall repaired them. What can I
say but Hooray for Salt Spring!
And: Mind the Gaffe!

OPINION
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Timely museum proposed for Canada’s 150th birthday
By TOM VARZELIOTIS
Half a century ago, we celebrated the centennial of
Canada, led by Lester Pearson, Tommy Douglas and
George Diefenbaker, Judy LaMarsh, the great Grace
McInnis and others.
A popular facet of the celebrations was a call for
centennial projects answered by many. Who can
resist a “free” gift? Now, 50 years on, many, likely
most, communities from Newfoundland to Vancouver Island are enjoying monuments to Canada’s Centennial. Most popular projects were the community
arenas, but the range of the ideas that poured in was
very diverse.
My favourite was the “world university,” for after
all I am partial to it. When I thought it up and proposed it, I was proud as a cock on a fence heralding

a bright day. To my surprise I was not
the first to propose it. As it turned out,
the world university was already on the
slate, placed there by all the provinces of
Canada, except British Columbia! That
made me the first from the last, but I was
elated by the support the idea elicited.
Ottawa, holding the purse, welcomed
my late entry and many, including Pearson, wrote to me, encouraging me to
persist.
Grace McInnis, not alone, suggested I
form a “B.C. world university group” to
bridge the void and make it provincially
unanimous. But my efforts were handicapped when I was called in to work
on tidal power in the Bay of Fundy, an
irresistible dream come true. I did not do
a B.C. committee, but I kept working on
the world university idea and I am proud
I will help you design
of my contribution.
your dream home
I did not get all of what I wanted, for
many reasons, one being that the world
university “committees” of the other
provinces had visions different than my
dream. Some wanted the world univerServing the Gulf Islands
sity to spread capitalism, other wanted
with experience, imagination
it to study controls of nuclear weapons,
and professionalism
others wanted to advance international
website:
trade and some wanted the university to
www.dmarchitect.ca
be a beacon of Christianity.
I wanted a place in Canada where
young people from all over the world,
including half of the Earth that was then
ISISYOUR
SAFE SAFE
TO DRINK?
YOUR
TO DRINK?
Communist “red” and the “enemy” of the
West, would be welcome to be exposed
to the great minds of the world and to
Contamination
can can
occuroccur
without
Contamination
without
meet their counterparts from other
changes
in colour
or taste.
changes
in colour
or taste. countries. No curricula, no textbooks, no
degrees, just “I have been there” would
$25.00
per test
Results
in 24 hours
$25.00
per• test
• Results
in 24 hours
be what they would take home.
Be Safe
Test Annually!
Be •Safe
• Test Annually!
The outcome of it all was the Lester B. Pearson College of the Pacific,
which thrives on Vancouver Island, near
Metchosin. If you have not visited it
please do. They will welcome you and
you will be impressed.
2062
Avenue
W. W.
2062Henry
Henry
Avenue
The ensuing world university centenSidney,
B.C.
V8LV8L
1Y5 1Y5
Sidney,
B.C.
nial project discussion influenced sub-

Dennis Maguire
Architect

WELL
WATER
WELL
WATER

MB
LABS
MB
LABS

656-1334
656-1334

Weather
❆❆❆ Warnings
Winter storms are becoming more frequent within
BC. These storms may involve blizzards, rain and
wind, and can last from 2 to 5 days.
By issuing timely warnings, watches and special
statements, Environment Canada’s Public Alerting
Program helps people take steps to protect
themselves and their property from harm.
Check out Environment Canada’s website for updated
information on weather. http://www.weather.gc.ca
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stantially the institution of the Canadian
International Development Agency, better known as CIDA, another centennial
project, also a gift of Canada to the world.
Old dogs may not learn new tricks,
but they do not lose old ones. The year
2017 is Canada’s 150th birthday and I
see it as a good and valid reason to do a
demi-centennial project, adjunct to our
Centennial Park.
My thinking is influenced by the call
for ideas on what to do with our old fire
hall. It will not be long before we will
have to decide on how to use it lest we
lose it. The interval from now until the
fire engines go elsewhere is not a time
to be idle. This is a time to get ready to
move in and carry on. It would be good
to make sure that the tower clock keeps
on running. Yes, it ain’t Big Ben but we
are not London, thank God. Yet, it is our
clock and a landmark in Ganges town
we love.

The human preoccupation
with time began in the
cave and has been with the
human race throughout the
trajectory to where we are
now.
The opportunity is there: attractive,
inviting and irresistible to me. That is
why I write this, to put forth my “one
and a half century” project, a hometown
project I have been pondering for some
time now.
To begin with, I suggest to keep its
lineage intact. The little old fire engine
is lovable and has a very firm claim to
be grandfathered there. Locals and visitors would miss it if it was taken to the
new fire hall, and this would be cause

to lament. To keep it company we could
show some other firefighting memorabilia, to honour all who, in the past,
made us feel more secure than we really
were and sleep better for that reason.
This, the engine and the firefighting
paraphernalia, part of the little museum,
we will complement with an “art in time”
department. A small museum dedicated
to the art and science of the measuring
of time, the great unknown which rules
our lives. Another department could be
“scientific instruments,” but let’s keep it
simple for now.
The human preoccupation with time
began in the cave and has been with the
human race throughout the trajectory to
where we are now. It is certain that it will
go wherever the human race may ever go.
Not unlike the automobile, timepieces
have attracted artists as much as challenged engineers. The beauty of the
cases that house timekeepers, be they
tower clocks, “cocktail ladies’ watches,”
or everything in between, is often stunning. The artistry surrounding clocks and
watches matches the ingenuity of the
mechanism that drives the hands of time.
I have worked on many aspects of the
proposal since the day a new fire hall was
conceived. I have already sketched out
a plan and prospected for the resources. The “Art In Time and Fire Museum,”
or whatever name we may call it. It is
doable, realistic and pragmatic, as the
Hon. Mitchell Sharp used to say about
doable projects back then in 1967.
I write this, of course, to let the word
out. As I insinuated, I have already drafted a comprehensive outline of the project and I would welcome the chance to
present it and discuss it, should the trial
balloon fly.
It is a realizable dream. I do hope
others would come along to make it
happen.
The writer is a retired engineer who
lives on Booth Canal.

In conclusion: Arthur’s final column
When I started out in
the column-writing racket
a wise old newspaperman offered me some
advice: “Two columns you
should never write, kid,”
he growled. “Your first one
and your last one.”
Point being, I surmised,
that my first column
would be callow and cringingly embarrassing, while
my last column would be
maudlin. And cringingly
embarrassing.
Well, that old newspaperman was right about
my first column — it got
me fired. For my fledgling
effort I wrote a review of
the beverage room at the
local hotel. It was a rural
Ontario watering hole
and the theme was Deep
Redneck. I wrote about
the gold-flecked cowboy
hats that bedecked the
walls. I hailed the Hee Haw
quartet that strummed
and twanged on stage; the
wise-guy beer slingers who
kept the tables afloat in
draft beer and dirty jokes. I
saluted the rowdy clientele

Arthur
Black

Wit & WHimsy
that drank and swore and
laughed and danced and
drank some more.
The hotel proprietor
liked my review so much
he threatened to sue the
paper. The editor compromised and the paper’s
newest columnist was
unemployed before the
ink on that column was
dry.
Lesson learned: if you
want a career in newspapers it’s best not to annoy
the advertisers.
Now I’m about to find
out if the second half of
the old newspaperman’s
warning is true. I am half
way through my last newspaper column.
It’s been a good run. I
began writing my weekly
column back in 1976 in

Thunder Bay, Ont. for a
paper called Lakehead Living. Other papers picked
it up and over the years
it’s been published in just
about every province and,
weirdly, in a weekly for
vacationing snowbirds in
Florida and — even more
weirdly — a Canadian
Armed Forces sheet in
what used to be West Germany.
Once a week for 40
years, with only one fiveor six-week hiatus while I
recovered from appendicitis, and that was 30-odd
years ago.
Why quit now? Because
it’s time. Fifty-two times 40
comes out to a little over
2,000 columns and that’s
enough. The long-haired,
weed-toking hippie that
started this column has
gentled down to a shinyskulled, grey-bearded
septuagenarian who can’t
remember where he left
his reading glasses.
I don’t want to make
it sound like I suffered to
write this column. It’s been

a blast and I thank you all
for taking the time to get
together with me once a
week to peruse my scribbles.
But it’s time. When I
started out I wrote my
columns on a typewriter
— remember them? And
then I mailed out individual copies to every newspaper on my list. This column
is taking shape on a glowing screen in front of me.
When I’m done it will be
formatted, spell-checked,
then whooshed away with
the click of a button to rematerialize on other glowing screens in newspaper
offices across the land.
All very efficient. All very
Brave New Worldish. But
to tell the truth, I miss the
clackety-clack of a typewriter and the stately pace
of snail mail.
Was that old newspaperman right about writing last columns? Kind of
irrelevant at this point.
But just in case, and
before I get too maudlin . . .
I’m outta here.

OPINION
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Let’s inform governance discussion Rants and

By John Macpherson
David Borrowman inaccurately reports that the province offered a local community commission (LCC) as an
“alternative” to incorporation as late as 2013 (Dec. 21
“Further not closer” letter).
I was there and it never happened.
The purpose of both the
governance study of 2013 and
the incorporation study of
2016 was to provide the public the facts about the available choices. Unincorporated
or municipal — these are the
only models of governance
that exist and the only subjects of the provincial study
process.
Both studies discuss and
reject the LCC idea. In 201213, the province deemed LCC
a non-option because it is not
a model of governance. It’s a
tweak of the status quo and a
provincial study doesn’t look
at tweaking either model.
Neither is a LCC a provincial
matter at all. It could only be
initiated by a regional district
like the CRD, and only for district affairs — yet districts are
reluctant to create any due to
oversight and liability issues.
The study also explains
that LCC’s are rare, being
used only a very few times
for small, remote communities where other forms of
administration are not readily

InREsponse

available. Nor does the idea
address the majority’s governance concerns as expressed.
A LCC was never offered. The
idea was politely but firmly
dismissed.
Borrowman is also concerned that a municipality is
big government. Yet a council of seven actually means
smaller government by centralizing and streamlining
status quo functions which
currently require 24 elected
officials steering a variety of
agencies, along with a few
non-local decision makers.
(Yes, 24 . . . one CRD director, two Islands Trust trustees, seven fire district trustees, and up to five trustees for
each of the several independent water districts.)
B o r r ow m a n s u g g e s t s
Bowen Island is out of control. Yet the 2016 study shows
that Salt Spring’s annual tax
growth from 2000-2015
exceeded that of Bowen and
several other comparable
municipalities. (Not to mention there are many other wellrun municipalities throughout
the province as well.) Our unintegrated status quo grew significantly in recent years. The
fire district is but one example,
and the Trust another, which

grew staffing by 43 per cent
from 2007.
With a new municipality
some status quo staff migrate
and some new jobs are created (administration, finance,
planning, water, engineering
etc.), shifting more tax spending to home. Future staffing
under either system depends
on the decisions of those in
charge, thus studies don’t and
can’t be expected to predict
far into the future.
Borrowman also suggests
coordination has no value. Yet
our non-integrated status
quo can’t even assure water
for the fire district since water
districts are only mandated
to supply drinking water.
There are many ways a single
authority could make community life more coherent.
How many uncoordinated
agencies does it presently
take to expand the Saturday
market? Or to get the Ganges seawalk built after years
of trying? The market requires
three CRD commissions, the
Islands Trust and the Ministry of Transportation. By
contrast, a municipality can
speak with a single voice and
act more decisively.
Coordination relates also
to a municipality’s power
of long-range planning and
financial control within a
single budget. Put simply,
it means balancing island

By CONst. Ian GRAY

Girl Guides on Salt Spring wish to thank everyone who
supported our Christmas tree sales. Girls aged five to 18
enjoy learning life skills through camping, adventures,
community service and other programs. To everyone who
purchased their tree at Windsor Plywood, Ted and Donna
Akerman, and the staff at Windsor Plywood, may you have
a wonderful New Year.
A room full of roses to the Harbour House Hotel for
hosting the Third Annual Celebration of Trees in December. Also a beautiful bouquet of roses to the Driftwood
newspaper for their outstanding support, and roses for
the eight community groups that set up unique Christmas
trees that encouraged community members to come out
in the snow and cold to donate food and money for the
Salt Spring Food Bank and Copper Kettle. Despite the
weather the event was a huge success. Grand(m)others to
Grandmothers was judged to be the winner with the most
donations. Thank you, everyone!
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• Never open an email from
a source you don’t recognize.
Delete and empty the email
from your mailbox.
• Never click on embedded
weblinks in emails from nontrusted or unfamiliar senders.
• Protect your email address.
Like any other personal information, limit who you provide
it to. If you wish to provide an
email address to retailers or
other commercial enterprises for solicitation or contest
entries, consider setting up a
secondary email that you use
solely for this purpose.
In most cases, these frauds
originate in jurisdictions far
away from Salt Spring Island,
limiting the investigative abilities of your local police officers.
If you believe you have fallen
victim to a fraud, and have suffered a financial loss or loss of
personal security information,
act quickly. Contact your financial institutions and advise them
of any compromised information such as account numbers
or passwords. Following that,
you can report suspected frauds
to the Government of Canada’s
Anti-Fraud Centre by calling
1-888-495-8501.
To learn more about current
fraud/scam trends, visit the
Anti-Fraud Centre’s website at
www.antifraudcentre.ca.

Gifting the joy of Better Hearing.
Since 2014, we’ve contributed more than $175,000 to improve
hearing health in our communities. Will you be next?
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exchange with them, they often
escalate the pressure in an
attempt to have you comply
with their requests. Safeguard
yourself from suffering a financial loss, or worse, losing control
of your financial identity, known
as identity theft, by following
these guidelines:
• Don’t be fooled by a promise
of a valuable prize in return for a
low-cost purchase.
• Don’t be pressured to send
or “wire” money to take advantage of a deal.
• Don’t allow any unverified
company remote access to your
computer, EVER.
• Don’t provide identification
or banking information to callers. Legitimate institutions, like
banks, don’t initiate calls requiring you to provide personal
information or passwords.
• If you are told you have won
a prize and don’t recall entering a draw, you should be suspicious.
• If you are uncertain about
the source of the call, don’t be
afraid to hang up the phone. It’s
not rude, it’s the smartest thing
to do.
• Don’t be intimidated by an
unknown caller, even if they use
pressure tactics like threats of
financial ruin or arrest. Again,
hang up.

Roses from The Tempest junior roller derby team to
everyone who supported our Roller Bear Swim on New
Year’s Day! Our young athletes collected lots of pledges to
help the team grow and thrive. Special thanks go to The
Rental Stop, Bread and Butter Print Shop, Pivotstar, Claire
Robertson (for designing our logo), and huge thanks to
Country Grocer for the tents, heaters, tables, supplies and
amazing support!

Au

Over the last few years, police
forces around the world, including the Salt Spring Island RCMP,
have noticed a significant
increase in fraud reports generated by third-party phone calls
and internet-based solicitation.
You may receive an unexpected
call or email from a company
claiming you have won a prize,
need of a service they can sell
you, or owe money.
In the most common phone
a n d e m a i l s c a m s, yo u w i l l
receive an unexpected call or
email from a person claiming to
be an employee of a major bank,
larger retailer, the Canada Revenue Agency or even the RCMP.
These callers and emailers have
no affiliation with the agency
they claim to represent, but use
the recognized brand or agency
to leverage your trust. Technology now allows these fraudsters to “mask” their telephone
number so that your caller ID
screen shows the agency name
and number they are pretending to represent. Likewise, email
addresses can easily be created
to mimic those of legitimate
institutions with only minor
variations.
The caller will likely sound
convincing as they use a script
to have you pay money for a
debt or service, or to claim a
cash prize. Once you engage
in a conversation or email

INDEPTH

Sending an island full of roses to all of you who made the
Fulford community Christmas free-be-do a huge success.
Thank you to all who contributed money, food, music,
talent, time and cooking expertise, and the Fulford Hall
committee for the warm space to do it in. Happy New Year.
See you next Christmas. With love and best wishes, Michael
and Helga Bagnell

The writer was chair of the
2013 Salt Spring Island Governance Study Committee
and is a 17-year Salt Spring
resident.

Learn to be scam aware in 2017
S a l t S p r i n g Is l a n d R C M P

Roses

priorities and coordinating/controlling spending
for things like a new fire hall
and water treatment plants,
which would qualify for infrastructure grants not presently
available to water and fire
improvement districts. A single authority puts both budgeting and spending squarely
under local control.
As for the town council having recourse to the province if
gridlocked with Trust Council over a proposed change to
the OCP, this is a “check and
balance” not available with
the status quo. The study
notes that in 18 years Bowen
Island has never had cause to
escalate an issue to this level
and, even if it were to happen, any arbitration must still
rule with regard to the Trust’s
position. A municipality also
has more power for environmental protection than the
present system allows.
A referendum will give our
community an important
opportunity to streamline
and integrate governance,
and to bring decision making
home. Until then I look forward to further positive conversations based on the facts.
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The sense of hearing is precious. Hearing loss can greatly impact relationships
and health. In Canada, 1 out of 4 adults have some form of hearing loss. As our
commitment to improving hearing health, we’re investing in our communities. Enter
yourself or a loved one in our ‘Gift of Hearing’ contest. It’s easy. Simply call or visit our
website to schedule a Free, no obligation Hearing Test at one of our 43 clinics in BC.
You’ll be automatically entered to win a pair of advanced hearing aids.

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
101–64 Kings Lane

OAK BAY 250.598.9884
402–990 Fort St, Victoria

ENTER TO
nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and
Hearing Health Professionals of BC

WIN!
$5000 value

Advanced Hearing Aids
Contest rules
on website
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

WEDNESDAY
PRIME RIB DINNER

Sunday Night Music
with

The Barley Brothers

CONCERT PREVIEW

Sea and Sky concert celebrates 20th-century jewels
Second event in inaugural
Salt Spring Vetta Chamber
Music series
BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

Joan Blackman was blown away when
she realized the first concert in Vetta Chamber Music’s first Salt Spring series had sold
out.
The all-Beethoven program in September featured pianist Jane Coop, cellist Ariel
Barnes and Blackman on violin. Blackman
is also artistic director of Vetta Chamber
Music in Vancouver but now lives on Salt
Spring Island.
She hopes everyone will come back for
the series’ next concert, which is on Saturday, Jan. 14 at 7:30 p.m.
This time the focus is on 20th-century music with the Sea and Sky Ensemble
of François Houle on clarinet and pianist
Jane Hayes joined by Blackman on violin.
Special guest to narrate A Soldier’s Tale by
Stravinsky is well-known author and TV
personality Bill Richardson.
The Soldier’s Tale is a moralistic story,
“appropriate for our times,” notes Blackman. It chronicles the experience of a soldier who is quietly walking along a road
when he meets the devil and is challenged
to a card game.
Blackman is looking forward to hearing what Richardson will do with the story
this time. He played the narrator’s role for
a Vetta concert seven years ago and surprised people by adding his unique twist
on things.

PHOTOS COURTESY PERFORMERS’ WEBSITES

Clockwise from top left, pianist Jane Hayes, violinist Joan Blackman, clarinetist François
Houle and narrator Bill Richardson.
“He might use the original story, but we
don’t really know.”
Also on the bill is the Khachaturian Trio
for Clarinet, Violin and Piano, which Blackman describes as semi-exotic as it brings in
all kinds of folk elements and sounds from
other cultures.
The audience will also enjoy hearing
Dream Tracks, a piece from acclaimed
Australian composer Peter Sculthorpe,
who died in 2014.
A review of a retrospective album of
Sculthorpe compositions states that
“Dream Tracks features beautiful, haunting ‘songlines’ that capture the spirit of
a Torres Strait island, Arnhem Land and
Kakadu in Northern Australia. Sculthorpe
successfully sings the beauty of the country into existence with one superb nos-

talgic section ironically reminiscent of
Vaughan Williams, another composer of
another land but also strongly influenced
by folk song and landscapes.”
They will perform Piazzolla’s famous
L’Histoire du Tango, as well as the Schoenfield Trio for Clarinet, Violin and Piano,
which is based on Hassidic music. Blackman said it contains elements of klesmer,
some extremely solemn passages, and a
splashy and virtuosic finale.
“We usually bring the house down
because it’s really a brilliant piece,” she
said.
She stresses that all of the music is “very
approachable,” even for people who do
not usually listen to 20th-century music.
Tickets for next Saturday’s concert are
available through ArtSpring.

WORKSHOPS

Arts Council kicks off winter education session for all ages
Workshops on the Rock
registration now open
BY JANE MACKENZIE
S A LT S P R I N G A R T S C O U N C I L

The Salt Spring Arts Council is inviting islanders to keep
inspired and busy this winter

PRESENTED BY
MARY WINSPEAR CENTRE

with one of 10 exciting workshops offered by local artists at
Mahon Hall.
This year Workshops on the
Rock has 10 “in-house” workshops to offer children, youth
a n d a d ul ts from Ja n ua r y to
March, all at a convenient location. The first workshops start
Jan. 21 but the early bird regis-

SUNDAY,
JANUARY 29
2:00PM

tration deadline and bursary
application deadline is this Friday, Jan. 6. Participants can use
the easy online registration and
payment system to avoid missing out.
Starting Saturday, Jan. 21,
we have two workshops taking place on five consecutive
Saturdays until Feb. 18. Create a Graphic Novel for ages 12
and up with Jeannette Sirois
happens from 10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Fashion Draping for ages
16 and up with Genevieve Graham of Project Runway is from
1 to 4 p.m.
Earth Choir with Oona
McOuat starts Feb. 24 and is
open to ages “five to 105.” This
Fr iday after noon workshop
runs for four weeks and culminates with two surprise performances. All ages are welcome
to the inter-generational workshops and a family rate is available.
Terri Bibby is back with her
very popular SAORI looms on
Saturday, Feb. 25 for ages six
and up. There are two sessions
to choose from, morning and

afternoon, or why not sign up
for both? Participants get their
own loom to work on with guidance from Bibby and all materials are supplied. There are only
seven spots in each workshop
to match the number of looms
Bibby will bring to Mahon Hall.
Tracy Harrison is offering two
of her always fun clay workshops
on two consecutive Friday and
Saturday mornings. There are
two sessions, one for ages six to
11 years and another for ages
10 to 15 years. The results of
these workshops will be exhibited as the youth component
of the Easter art festival set for
mid-April at Mahon Hall.
Du r i n g t h e f i r s t w e e k o f
spring break, March 18 to 24,
we will have four workshops to
offer various ages. Making Your
Mark with Gillian McConnell
(ages 15 and up) is a Saturday
drawing workshop where participants do not need to know
how to draw, they just have
to be open to exploring with
colour and line.
Kids ages 10 to 15 can join the
energetic Amy Haysom in using

yoga and movement to access
their deeper creative selves at
the Creative Yoga Jam.
M a r b l i n g o n Pa p e r w i t h
Claire Ryder is for ages four to
12. Participants will leave with
two pieces of marbled paper.
Collage Yourself Life-size with
Gillian McConnell, for ages 10
to 18 years, is a multi-media
workshop that promotes exploration of self with shadow tracing, collage and image trading.
Members of the public will
be invited to a Workshops on
the Rock open house in March
for refreshments and an opportunity to see the creative work
produced over the winter term.
A limited number of bursaries are available for families
who need financial support.
The application can be found
on the SSAC website, www.
ssartscouncil.com, under Programs - Workshops.
Also check the website for
workshop description, instructor bio and online registration,
or email wor@ssartscouncil.
com or phone 250-538-8447 for
more information.
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DANCE

Dance Temple collective expands weekly gatherings
File photo by Jen MacLellan

Scene from Dance Temple at Beaver Point Hall held
on Thursday evenings. Beginning this month, Dance
Temple will add to its offerings with a 55-plus session
at the Salt Spring Wellness Centre and a Monday
evening gathering that includes a sharing circle at
Beaver Point Hall.
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55-plus and Monday night
sessions added
The Dance Temple collective is
celebrating more than half a decade
in operation with two new offerings
to begin this month.
“With over six years up and running, Dance Temple has become a
sanctuary for people of all ages and
walks of life to move and groove
through their joys and sorrows, in
a non-verbal, intoxicant- and press u re - f re e e n v i ro n m e n t ,” a p re s s
release explains.
“Every Thursday evening, between
60 and 150 locals and visitors come
to Beaver Point Hall to enjoy the
great music, the community vibe
and a sense of freedom to be exactly

as they are. Every week sees regulars
and new faces alike.”
Celebrating their achievements,
the Dance Temple collective was
able to purchase a new sound system
last summer and donated $500 to the
Standing Rock water protectors in
November.
Dance Temple will build on that
success by expanding to include two
new offerings beginning in January.
Dance Temple 55+ will take place
Thursdays from 3 to 4 p.m. at the Salt
Spring Wellness Centre beginning
Jan. 5. It was created for dancers 55
and up, as well as those who want a
gentler, shorter dance experience.
Like regular Dance Temple, the
music will be played in a “wave,”
from mellow to upbeat and back to
stillness, but it will be gentler on the
ears, with light facilitation geared

toward care of the body.
As a trial for the month of January
starting Jan. 9 at Beaver Point Hall,
the collective will also offer Monday
evenings of dance and sharing. The
session will begin at 7 p.m. and feature an hour or so of dance followed
by a sharing circle/forum practice
for the community to gather and get
to know each other more deeply.
Dance Temple is currently hosted
by Cedar Soulfeather, Vanya Laporte,
Shauna Devlin, Lila Spencer, Cat
Wilson and Naomi Jason, with regular weekly sessions Thursdays from 7
to 9 p.m. at Beaver Point Hall.
Visit www.dancetemplesaltspring.
com for more information on new
a n d re g u l a r o f f e r i n g s a n d s p e cial events, or contact dancetemplelove@gmail.com or Naomi Jason
at 250-653-9498.

ART EXHIBIT

On e o f t h e l a rg e s t v i s u a l
arts competitions in Canada
will return in 2017, with the
official launch of the second
Salt Spring National Art Prize
(SSNAP) taking place on Thursday, Jan. 12.
The biennial juried competition of Canadian visual art
was established in 2015 as an
initiative of the Salt Spr ing
Ar ts Council. Spokesperson
and founding director Ronald
Crawford said Canada’s visual
arts community has embraced
the prize in unexpected ways.
“ We’ve been over whelmed
with the level of dialogue the
art prize has generated and

are looking forward to creating
more waves in 2017,” Crawford
said.
He added, “The ideas emerging, including the value of artists’ submissions being anonymous to the jury, have provoked a lot of discussion about
the way art is judged. SSNAP
has also provided artists with
new avenues for exposure and
strengthened the conversation
about the visual arts from coast
to coast.”
The rollout of the second
SSNAP prize on Jan. 12 will
include a media event in Victoria to coincide with the opening date for artist submissions.
Canadian citizens and permanent residents are invited to
submit two-dimensional and
three-dimensional works in
any medium.
The goal of the Salt Spring
National Art Prize is to encourage artists whose practice

demonstrates originality, quality, integr ity and creativity,
resulting in significant work
with visual impact and depth
of meaning.
The inaugural event saw
more than 1,300 works submitted from more than 800 artists from one end of the countr y to the other. Organizers
are anticipating a 25 per cent
increase in submissions this
time around. A distinguished,
independent jury will select
50 finalists whose works will
be exhibited at Salt Spring’s
historic Mahon Hall beginning
on Sept. 22.
The list of finalists will be
announced in July, and prize
money totalling $30,000 will be
presented to the winners at a
gala awards evening on Oct. 21.
For additional, up-to-date
information about SSNAP, visit
the website at saltspringartprize.ca.
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250.537.2102 | artspring.ca
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Vetta Chamber Music

SSNAP launches second prize effort
Submissions to
open for second
biennial Canada-wide
competition

Met Opera

Salt Spring Concerts 2016 - 2017
Joan Blackman Artistic Director

Sea and Sky

Jane Hayes piano
François Houle clarinet
Joan Blackman violin
Bill Richardson host and narrator
Khatchaturian Trio for clarinet, violin and piano
Stravinsky L’Histoire du Soldat
Sculthorpe Dream Tracks
Piazzolla L’Histoire du Tango
Schoenfeld Trio for violin, clarinet and piano
Bill Richardson

Sat Jan 14th at 7:30pm
ArtSpring 100 Jackson Ave, Salt Spring Island
tickets.artspring.ca
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Jan 4

ACTIVITIES

Fri.
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Jan 6

ACTIVITIES

SongJam.
A pub-style singalong to
the soundtrack of our lives.
Moby’s Pub every Wednesday
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

StoryTime.
Featuring children’s performer Vaughn Fulford the first
Friday of every month for
Fulford First Friday. Everyone
welcome, particularly suited
to kids ages 3-6. Salt Spring
Public Library. 1:30 p.m.
Jan 5 AiR Artist in Residence
Presentation.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Toronto artist Manuela De
Open Mic With Dave &
Medeiros describes work
Ross.
done over six weeks in Salt
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub Spring Arts Council residency,
beginning at 8 p.m.
during closing reception for
show at The Point Gallery. 6
ACTIVITIES
to 8 p.m.
Dance Temple 55+.
Jukebox Friday.
New lightly guided dance
At Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
session for dancers 55 and
over and those who want a
gentler, shorter dance expeJan 7
rience. Salt Spring Wellness
Centre. 3 to 4 p.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Dance Temple Thursdays.
Happy Daze. Rock music
A lightly facilitated comfrom the ‘50s and ‘60s live at
munity gathering to tune in,
join in, celebrate, meditate Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
and unwind through move- ACTIVITIES
ment. Beaver Point Hall. 7 to
Christmas Tree Chipping.
9 p.m.
Bring your tree (completely
Open Poetry Mic.
cleaned of decorations!) for
With featured poet Brian
chipping to the Central fire
Brett. Salt Spring Library
hall between 10 a.m. and
Program Room. 7 p.m.
2 p.m. By donation to Salt
Reader sign-up at 6:45.
Spring Food Bank.

Thur.

Sat.

Sat.

Jan 7

Sun.

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

1hr 50min
Rating: G

Wed. Thurs.
Jan. 4th and 5th
7pm

Wed.

Jan 11

ACTIVITIES

Gulf Islands Board of
Education.
School board meets at GISS.
1 p.m.
Salt Spring Historical
Society.
Guest speaker is Harry
Burton, Salt Spring apple
historian. Central Hall. 2 p.m.
Chronic Pain SelfManagement Program.
Six-week workshop that
helps people with chronic
pain to better manage their
Jan 9 symptoms and their daily
lives begins today. Seniors’
Jan 8 ACTIVITIES
Wellness. 3 p.m.
Dance Temple Mondays. Youth Book Club at the
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Library.
Raffi - 40th Anniversary New session at Beaver Point
Youth ages 9-12 invited to
Hall.
One
hour
of
dancing,
Concerts.
read The Sky Is Falling by Kit
followed
by
a
sharing
circle/
Two shows by beloved
Pearson and to participate
forum practice. 7 to 9 p.m.
children’s entertainer Raffi,
in discussions and other
marking 40 years since
activities. Salt Spring Public
release of Singable Songs for
Library. 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Jan 10 Teens and Drug Use.
the Very Young. ArtSpring. 1
Youth invited to gather
p.m. and 4 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
for an honest conversaBarley Bros.
Nia.
tion facilitated by Angela
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to
Nia at Salt Spring United
Koetzle, youth substance
9 p.m.
Church hall returns today.
use counsellor with Salt
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info/
ACTIVITIES
Spring Island Community
register: movingtobealive@ Services. Refreshments
Rollerblading.
gmail.com
served. Register at www.
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall
Floor Hockey.
substanceuse-youth.eventfrom 2 to 4 p.m.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. brite.com. Core Inn Youth
7:30 p.m.
Project. 5 to 7 p.m.

MET Opera: Nabucco.
The legendary Placido
Domingo brings another
new baritone role to the
Met under the baton of
his longtime collaborator
James Levine. Liudmyla
Monastyrska is Abigaille, the
warrior woman determined
to rule empires, and Jamie
Barton is the heroic Fenena.
ArtSpring. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sun.

SS Forum: Lawrence
Cannon, Canadian
Ambassador to France.
Ambassador Lawrence
Cannon speaks on international issues including the
rise of right-wing populists,
Brexit and the implications of
Donald Trump’s relationship
with Vladimir Putin. Mahon
Hall. 7:30 p.m.

Mon.

Wed.

Jan 11

ACTIVITIES

Teens and Drug Use: What
Adults Need to Know.
Speaker Julie Green of
Discovery Youth & Family
Substance Use Services will
provide information for
parents on drug use and talk
about risks and protective
factors in free workshop.
Child-minding is available
by registration. Register at
www.substanceuse-cymhsu.
eventbrite.com. Salt Spring
Public Library. 6 to 8 p.m.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

IF YOU
HAVE AN
EVENT
FOR THE
EVENTS
CALENDAR
EMAIL:

news@
gulfislands
driftwood.
com

Tues.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
OWS
FINAL 2 SH

Jan 8

What’s On - the go!

Fri. to Tues.
Jan. 6th - 10th 7pm
Sunday 3pm matinee
and 7pm
1hr 55min
Rating: PG

driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/
VIEW OUR ONLINE
COMPREHENSIVE
INTERACTIVE

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
LISTINGS

CINEMA

Moana — Moana, a daughter of the chief of her tribe, sets off for a fabled island
with the demi-god Maui. Along the way they battle the ocean and all it hides, while
learning what love between friends can accomplish.
Arrival — A must-see experience for fans of thinking person’s sci-fi with a terrific
performance from Amy Adams. When spacecraft appear around the world, linguistics prof Louise Banks must interpret the language of the aliens inside.
EXHIBITIONS

• The Point Gallery shows work by Manuela De Medeiros, a Salt Spring Artist
in Residence program artist, daily from 1 to 4 p.m. until a closing reception from
4 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 6, where De Medeiros will give a short presentation
about her work.

EXHIBITIONS

• Salt Spring Photography Club holds its annual lobby show at ArtSpring
from Jan. 5 through 31.
• Weston Abbott-Arcan presents art work related to the mystical, the symbolic and the afterlife at the Salt Spring Library Program Room through
January.
• Gabrielle Jensen shows new monoprints at Auntie Pesto’s Cafe and
has a collection of small LeRoy Jensen drawings at Gulf Islands Picture
Framing.
• Renee Sanden’s installation called Trinity: the Mother, the Daughter and the
Holy Spirit shows in the window of ArtSpace Gallery, #17 in Merchant Mews.
• Salt Spring Photography Club members have photographs on display at
Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
PAGE 19

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Rollerblading
resumes at
Fulford Hall
on Sunday
afternoons.
Saltspring Driftwood Ad Jan 4 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Poetry Open Mic
With guest poet Brian Brett

Thursday, January 5th

6:45pm sign-up; 7pm open mic; guest reader at 7:30pm
SS Public Library
Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250 537 1522

D.W. Salty

is looking for material
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.
If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY

ArtSpring lobby brightened by photo club exhibit
Group offers opportunity for
everyone to share talents
By MAGGIE ARGIRO
S S P H OTO G R A P H Y C LU B

The Salt Spring Photography Club hosts its
annual lobby show at ArtSpring beginning on
Thursday, Jan. 5 at 6 p.m.
This show is an opportunity for photo club
members to submit any image the photographer wants to exhibit, without the constraints
of size or subject matter.
Some members submit their most unusual, most beautiful, most interesting or most
technically challenged image of the preceding year. Some submit their most comical,
studious, colourful or accomplished composition. Some simply submit their favourite
image or one that caused deeper thought in
themselves or their peers.
Most of the images are offered for sale,
some are not and are just for “show;” this is
the artist’s choice. Contact information is provided on the information tags for each image.
“This is what makes this particular show
interesting and fun for everyone, the photographers and the viewing audience,” said
Wendy Rosier, club president.
“We have wonderful, talented photographers, some with lots of experience, some
with very little. This show is an opportunity
for everyone, regardless of their technical

Courtesy SS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Solitude by Wendy Rosier, one of the images in the Salt Spring Photography Club’s January
exhibit in the lobby at ArtSpring.
expertise, to have their work seen and appreciated by everyone who walks through the
lobby of ArtSpring for whatever reason during
the month of January.”

The SSPC was founded in 2009 as a group
intended for the exchange of ideas and
technical knowledge regarding photography. Our organization has 115 members,

representing a wide range of photographic
knowledge and experience, from beginners
to retired professionals, united by a common love of photography, with an enthusiastic willingness to support and encourage
each other.
SSPC offers three venues for sharing
ideas and technical knowledge. The first is
our formal monthly meeting, convened the
second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.
in the Harbour House Hotel meeting room.
Meetings begin with club business, move
to a short educational presentation, and
are followed by a friendly critique and an
appreciation session of members’ submitted photographs relating to that particular
month’s theme.
The second venue is our website, a place
where members can post their images and
blogs and offer critique on other members’
work. Lively discussions on the site can go
beyond the technical to the philosophical,
inspiring thought-provoking questions and
greater creative expressions.
The third venue is an informal weekly
coffee-and-muffin gathering on Monday
mornings at 10 a.m. in the golf club restaurant. Everything photographic, and
sometimes entirely non-photographic, is
discussed.
Those wishing to purchase images can
make arrangements through the ticket
office in the ArtSpring foyer.

LIVE THEATRE

GISS taps into threat of ‘Big Brother’ with 1984 play
Adaptation of Orwell
classic staged at
ArtSpring
       	        	
Second Stor y Theatre, the
production arm of Gulf Islands
Secondary School’s Acting 11/12
class, is offering a spirited adaptation of George Orwell’s 1984
on stage at ArtSpring on Jan. 12
and 13.
The original show promises
to be a timely exploration of
themes of power, communication and psychological struggle.
“Imagine a world where
freedom of thought has been

completely abolished. George
Orwell’s 1984 depicts just that,”
students Bonnie Reynolds and
Sophia Douglas write in a press
release for the class. “In a brainwashed society, there is no
hope for freedom, love, or self
expression, until a young man
named Winston Smith (Kevin
Gray) begins to have thoughts
and feelings he has never known
before, and meets an unusual
girl named Julia (Shaye Steele)
who, like him, is different.
“Winston and Julia begin a
fight against the all-knowing,
powerful leader Big Brother. In
their heroic attempt to free society they will be tested in ways

EXHIBITIONS

Youth artist at library
Weston Abbott-Arcan
on exhibit to Jan. 28

Ink drawing by Weston Abbott-Arcan.

Ink drawings by Weston AbbottArcan, a 16-year-old artist, are featured in an exhibition at the Salt
Spring Public Library’s program
room this month.
Abbott-Arcan creates from his
imagination and without pencil
contours or grids.
The theme for the show generally revolves around the mystical,
the symbolic and the afterlife, with
gods and creatures existing in fantastical environments.
The art display runs to Jan. 28,
and can be viewed Monday to Saturday when the library program
room is not in other use.

they never could have imagined.”
Working under the direction
of teacher Jason Donaldson, the
senior acting class chose 1984
for its end-of-term production
because they feel it has never
been more relevant than it is
today.
“We found so many similarities in the use of technology and
propaganda, with what we are
exposed to in our everyday lives,
that 1984 seemed like a choice
that would hit home for everyone involved,” the students
stated.    
Producing a play of this magnitude has been a tremendous

challenge for the students, as
Donaldson observes. He said
the Acting 11/12 course is based
around development of acting
skill and stage presence, and
involves believably portraying
honest human emotions to tell
the truth from a particular character’s perspective.
The political and societal
oppression imagined in 1984
makes it the perfect vehicle for
expressing today’s anxieties.
“This is topical — our current
global-political climate involves
a ‘you’re with us or against us’
inquisition which resonates
metaphorically throughout this
play (especially given an institu-

tion’s tendency towards brutal
conformity). Further, revolution
and ambition are characteristics
passionately important to this
group of young people,” Donaldson explained.
The organizers caution that
1984 is a serious production
that may be inappropriate for
young viewers, but promise an
exciting, thought-provoking
show that mature audiences will
not want to miss. The production incorporates original, live
music.
Tickets are available through
ArtSpring.
Showtime is 7:30 p.m. both
evenings.

Spirit of Salt Spring
Elizabeth Dow, the new
executive director of Salt
Spring Hospice, accepts a $525
donation from Country Grocer
representative Rick MacKinnon,
after Hospice volunteers helped
with bagging at Country Grocer
last fall. The store also provides
strong support to SS Hospice in
a variety of ways.

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and
organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS.
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FARMING

Moonstruck Organic Cheese company closes up shop
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Two of the farm’s former Jersey cows, most of which have gone to a 500acre organic farm outside of Lumby, B.C.

PHOTOS COURTESY SUSAN AND JULIA GRACE

Susan, left, and Julia Grace bid farewell to running a cheese farm and company, but are not planning to go
anywhere for now.

Salt Spring’s beloved
Jerseys are off to
greener pastures
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...
Fulford Community Hall
Give us a call for Heating Fuel,
Gasoline or Diesel.
We also carry lube oils,
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569
Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Please visit our website

www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring cheesemakers
Julia Grace and Susan Grace
have developed a knack for
spotting retired dairy farmers
visiting the island’s popular
Saturday market.
They are drawn instinctively
to the couple’s cheese stall and
melt within seconds of spotting photographs of the farm’s
photogenic Jersey cows.
“The dairy farmers always
gravitate to the pictures, and
they always tell us how much
they missed their own cows,
but they never miss the work,”
Susan said in a recent interview over tea at the Graces’
h o m e o n t h e Be d di s Ro ad
Moonstruck Organic Cheese
property.
“The creatures are absolutely adorable, but a lot of work
goes along with it, and it’s really heavy work,” added Julia.
After nearly two decades of
pleasing the palates of turophiles with award-winning
Camembert, blues and feta,
Julia and Susan have also had
their fill of early morning milkings, hay slinging, barn cleanings and the day-to-day chores
that running a thriving small
business entails.
“We’re getting older, and we
can’t do everything. I really
want to stop dead and figure
out what’s next,” Susan said.
“It’s been a lot of work, and

now we’d like to take some
time to look down some other
paths. Finally finding a good
home for the cows means the
timing is right.”
Twenty-one of the couple’s
prize-winning Jerseys were
loaded on a truck in December for the trip to the Okanagan, where they’ll continue
to do what cows do best on
a 500-acre organic farm outside Lumby. During the cows’
last day on Salt Spring, Julia
was sure to tell them how lucky
they were to be headed for
some of the best grazing land
anywhere in B.C.
“I told them they would
thank me,” she said.
The others have moved to
Errington, south of Parksville,
clo se en ough so Jul ia an d
Susan can still visit on an easy
day trip.
The pair’s decision to close
the Moonstr uck chapter
of their lives may come as a
surprise to islanders who’ve
grown used to this stalwart
slice of Salt Spring. A hunk of
the farm’s Beddis Blue, White
Grace or Savoury Moon products was a mainstay on any
respectable cheese board and
a trip to see the cows was a
requirement for anyone wanting a special glimpse of Salt
Spring’s rural side.
Julia and Susan achieved
early success in their cheesemaking venture but kept learning and continued to excel.
Demand has grown steadily at
hip urban eateries, retail outlets large and small and the
Saturday market.
Moonstruck sold between 30

D.W. Salty is looking for material for
his column,

D.W. Sa

Streets of Salt Spring Island
If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Jersey calf and chickens on the Moonstruck farm on Beddis Road.
and 40 per cent of its products
on Salt Spring, but the demand
among foodies in the Lower
Mainland and southern Vancouver Island raised off-island
demand in recent years.
But Moonstruck’s success has
come at a cost. Greater demand
has forced the company to continue expanding to the point
where its facility is no longer
adequate. To remain competitive and continue to grow, the
farm would have had to invest
in new tools and a larger property, options the Graces were
not keen to pursue at this stage
in their lives.
“We’re older now, and it’s time
for the business to go through a
change,” Susan said. “The infrastructure here is a bit tired, and
we were a bit bigger than we
were supposed to be and starting somewhere else was too big
a jump for us.”
It’s become increasingly difficult for smaller players to thrive

as cheese producers must carry
more offloaded costs. Marketing, food safety requirements
and online trading fees pose a
challenge for small cheese producers to operate within the traditional distribution loop.
“You really need to find a way
to market outside of those usual
channels because the operating
costs demand a certain level of
production and that’s not what
we ever wanted to do,” Susan said.
“We have always, since the very
beginning, wanted to stay small.”
What comes next? That’s anyone’s guess. Julia and Susan will
stay on the farm, take a moment
to appreciate the calm and see
where the transition will lead.
Having time to enjoy a cup of tea
by the warmth of a fire in their
cozy island farmhouse without
having to worry about a sick cow
or an outstanding invoice is a
well-earned delicacy, something
that’s sure to inspire great things
to come.
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here’s
my card
your Home...
your Mortgage...
our Passion...

Carol Malloch, AMP

Arlene Modderman, AMP

carol@mortgagecanada.com

arlene@mortgagecanada.com

250 537 4090 204-149 Fulford-Ganges Road (by appt. only)

Steve Abbott, left, and Kevin Abbott after breaking their personal
record by being in the water for 17 minutes. This year’s New Year’s
Day polar bear swim at Vesuvius Beach was organized by and a
fundraiser for The Tempest, Salt Spring’s junior roller derby team, and
was accordingly dubbed the Roller Bear Swim.

info@adamolsen.ca

www.adamolsen.ca
Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

Caleb Grange, left, and Dale Thorson prepare for the
plunge with animal hats providing extra courage.
115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

ANNA J. PUGH
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
P E R S O N A L L AW C O R P

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial • Licenced to practice in the Yukon
C L E M E N T & P U G H L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

ph: 250.537.5505

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Blue Velvet Upholstering

John Holmes tests the water temperature.

cell: 250.539.0012

Above: First swimmers take off from the shoreline.
Below: A cluster of swimmers in the water.
See the Driftwood’s Facebook page for more photos and these ones
in colour: www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.

Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

email: anna@ssilaw.ca

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Salt Spring office located at

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care
Facility Visits

For appointments call
1-250-710-1884

Duncan Realty

DRIFT

Salt Spring Ofﬁce

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626

IMME

Please proof this ad car
paul@paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
If you havewww.paulzolob.com
changes, please respond ASAP
BROKER/REALTOR®

If we do not receive a respons
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

EVERY FRIDAY

EVERY SUNDAY

EVERY MONDAY

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last
Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Harbour House Hotel Crofton Room.
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m.
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of the month from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around
the back.

BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the first
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 2
p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or clairebeariona@
yahoo.com.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 3 p.m.
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library
Program Room on the first Thursday of the month.
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-3014
for address and more information. Free introductory
lectures by appointment.

EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move
with less pain and stress by learning how to make
any activity more effective and more enjoyable. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com.
FRIDAY ADVENTURE CAMP for ages 6 to 12 years
runs every Friday that school is not in session. SS
Elementary School gym. Info/registration through
PARC: 250-537-4448.
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors at
12:15 p.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.
STORYTIME - Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and their
families. SS Library. 1:30 p.m.

ROLLERBLADING at Fulford Hall. 2 to 4 p.m. For all
ages. Equipment available.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210 Cedar
Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga.
3:30 p.m.

VINYASA FOUNDATIONS at The Nest Hot Yoga.
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed
Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer,
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring
Literacy. By appointment at the literacy centre at
126 Hereford Ave. or by calling 250-537-9717 or
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
HOT HATHA yoga class at The Nest Hot Yoga. 9:30
to 10:45 a.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. Everyone
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings offered by donation
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7
to 8:30 p.m.
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m.
MIXED FUTSAL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m. Will move
outdoors in spring for soccer.
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio,
104 Langs Rd. This innovative movement class
features the work of John Pepper and is suitable for
people with neurological conditions that are highly
motivated to learn solutions for movement
difficulties. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250537-5681, anna@bonesforever.com
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body
conditioning system that builds flexibility and long,
lean muscles, strength and endurance.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym.
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information,
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-5374118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. Hatha flow at The
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m.
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always
welcome.
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics meets
at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear annex. 12
noon.
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and highschool players run at the GISS gym from 8 to 10 p.m.
Bring own racquets and non-marking gym shoes. Info:
Gail, 250-653-4613.
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 9 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman,
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12 to 1 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre.
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA at Antler Ridge Dance Studio, 211 Horel Rd. 9:45
to 10:45 a.m. Returns on Jan. 12. See Tuesday Nia
description. Chairs are available for those dealing
with movement challenges. Info/registration: Arleen,
movingtobealive@gmail.com.
PICKLEBALL at Fernwood Elementary School gym. 6
to 9 p.m. No experience necessary.
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business
people meets on the second Thursday of each month
at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special guest speakers
each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 734
Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: Marilynne,
250-537-5356.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-Sea,
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until noon.
Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring Seniors. 2 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY
AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness Centre.
Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 250538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30
p.m.
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors from
10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 3 p.m.
beginning on Jan. 13.
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning bridge
lessons (but also with more advanced coaching
available) at the Salt Spring Library Program Room. 10
a.m. to 12 p.m.

MONDAY
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually
meets on the third Monday of each month at the SS
Library Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
Confirm meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on
the fourth Monday of each month at the SS Library
Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.

EVERY MONDAY

EVERY SATURDAY

ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info:
Alice Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
KUNDALINI YOGA FOR BEGINNERS and others at
North End Fitness. 1 to 2:10 p.m.
LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn (third
floor). 1 to 3 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell, 250-537-1121.
Drop-ins welcome.
MIXED BASKETBALL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors from
10 a.m. to 12 noon.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual
coffee mornings for its members at Penny’s On the
Green at 10 a.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: Stephanie,
250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring with Conrad
Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info Desk
Programs binder.
Sessions are available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
TOASTMASTERS is a dedicated band of public
speaking learners and enthusiasts meeting at the
Shared Space Community Hub, Unit #1 Merchant
Mews, 315 Upper Ganges Rd. every Monday (except
for statutory holidays). 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are always
welcome.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is open
every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. 250-537-8786.

ALL LEVELS Vinyasa yoga class at The Nest Hot Yoga.
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place.
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium. 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. through
4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please sign up at the
library for the appropriate date and time, complete
with contact information and tutoring topic.
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at the
Wellness Centre from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY
OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last Sunday
of every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex. 7 to 11 p.m.
Everyone welcome to alcohol-free event with good
music and munchies. Info: 260-653-9856

EVERY SUNDAY
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and highschool players run at the GISS gym from 7 to 9 p.m.
Bring own racquets and non-marking gym shoes. Info:
Gail, 250-653-4613.
DRUM CIRCLE at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9:30
p.m.
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS Wellness
Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium. 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
POKER at the Legion. 1 p.m.
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS - Drop-in and play
doubles tennis for ages 16 and up at Centre Court
(behind the golf course) from 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura
Moore, 250-537-0721.

EVERY TUESDAY
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan,
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1
p.m.
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring
Seniors. 6:30 p.m.
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop in at Fulford Hall. 7:30
p.m. Required: hockey stick and runners.
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt
Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m.
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@
mender.ca or meetup.com/reinless/
MOKSHA INSPIRED Level-2 Yoga class at The
Nest Hot Yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m.
NIA at Salt Spring United Church Hall returns
Jan. 10. The expressive fun of dance, the
power of martial arts, the mindfulness of
yoga and more. Discover the joy, and healing
benefits of moving “your body’s way.” No dance
experience necessary. Info/registration: Arleen,
movingtobealive@gmail.com.
NIA at the Core Inn top floor returns Jan. 10.
5:45 to 7 p.m. Info/register: Arleen, 250-6539235.
PICKLEBALL at Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. to 12 noon,
and at Fernwood Elementary from 7 to 9 p.m.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival,
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7
to 9 p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-5376601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-5375667.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-5371721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All Levels
at SSI Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; and
Slow Flow at SS Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to
5:45 p.m.
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CHRISTMAS DAY
SMILES: Helga Bagnell,
left, and Mary Ann McColl
in the kitchen at Fulford
Hall with one of the turkeys
served at the annual Christmas Day “free-be-doo” event.
Some 350 people attended
the free day of food, music,
games and community, with
some original Fraggles from
the Fraggle Rock TV show
that ran in the 1980s among
gifts given out.

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY

certified technician
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
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SUSTAINABle enterprise

Micro-loans promote sustainability

Transition Salt Spring hosts
Jan. 17 event
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Whether you dream of building pathways, repurposing discarded items or
charting a new energy future, the Transition Salt Spring Enterprise Cooperative offers a path to a more environmentally friendly island.
The member-driven organization
has contributed loans of between a few
hundred dollars and $10,000 to entrepreneurs and non-profit societies since
2011. By assisting projects like pathway
construction, the island’s abattoir, beekeeping initiatives and electric-vehicle
charging stations, the group has helped
reduce Salt Springers’ reliance on fossil fuels and built increased resilience
to climate change, according to TSSEC
president Elizabeth White.
“Everybody has to be doing something to improve the sustainability of
life on Salt Spring,” she said.

The group regularly accepts project proposals from islanders who offer
plans for a more sustainable island.
The group operates under the Cooperative Associations Act of B.C. and is fully
owned by its members, whose numbers
are now at about 65 islanders. Loans
are considered by a grant panel, and
funding is provided through the group’s
membership.

“It’s really an opportunity for
anybody who is interested
in local green projects.”
Elizabeth White
President, Transition Salt Spring
“Everything is really dependent on our
membership agreeing,” White said.
Prospective members and applicants
can learn more about this novel funding opportunity during an event in
the Salt Spring Island Public Library’s
program room beginning at 7 p.m. on

Tuesday, Jan. 17.
“It’s really an opportunity for anybody
who is interested in local green projects,”
she said.
TSSEC has recently teamed up to
share knowledge and promote new and
interesting projects alongside the Community Economic Development Commission’s newly launched Rural Accelerator program, which provides budding
entrepreneurs with four-month mentorship opportunities and other resources
to begin or develop businesses in the
food and beverage, green products, or
crafts and lifestyle sectors.
A Rural Accelerator representative will
be in attendance with further details for
people who attend the Jan. 17 event.
White said she anticipates the mentorship program will make it easier for
potential applicants to assemble a business plan and present their idea more
effectively.
Further details about TSSEC memberships and the grant-application process
are available under the TSSEC tab at
transitionsaltspring.ning.com.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Snow gods and goddesses admonished
More card players’
games curtailed

BridgeTricks

By JILL EVANS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Cut it out, Ullr, Khione,
Itztlacoliuhqui, Poli’ahu,
A i s oy i m s t a n , C a i l l e a c h
Bheur, Marzanna, Kuraokami, Khuno — all ye gods
and goddesses of winter and
snow, and if I’ve left any out,
you too.
You’ve messed up our eve-

nings of duplicate bridge
quite enough, thank you.
Dec. 5 and 12 events were
cancelled because of all the
snow you dumped on us,
and only a few (two and a
half tables) were able to
make it on Dec. 19. Those
who lived below the snow
line had no trouble, nor did

one lady (Gisela Welsh) who
won’t be bossed around by
the white stuff. It was Flo
Laundry and Lynn Thorburn who triumphed over
adversity by earning first
place, and there was a tie
for second place when the
intrepid Gisela, partnered by
Don Elder, scored the same
as Patricia Hewett and Bob
Morrisette.
Then of course there was
Christmas, and the New
Year, so there are no more

games until Jan. 9, snow gods
and goddesses permitting.
At least the days are getting
longer.
For those curious about
the source of those deities
mentioned above, they are
Norse, Greek, Aztec, Hawaiian, Blackfeet tribal American, Celtic, Slavic, Japanese
and Incan.
For those curious about
the games, just contact
George Laundry at 250-6539095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

All ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com
Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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Stephen John Charles
Cottrell III (John)

KOWALCHUK, MICHAEL (MIKE) JAMES
1956-2016

It is with profound sadness and a
sense of relief that we announce
the passing of our beloved son,
brother and uncle, on December
27th, from pancreatic cancer.
Michael
(Mike)
James
Kowalchuk, pre-deceased by
his step-father, Richard (Dick)
Reynaud, is survived by his mother Betty, sisters Shirley (Randy) and
Alanna (Victor); brothers Donald
(Lori), Robert and Ray (Kim); nephews,
nieces, and his beloved cats, Rufus and Rosie.
Mike, a dry waller by trade, who lived on Salt Spring
Island for 20 years, and more recently in Abbotsford, will be
remembered as a kind and generous soul, who advocated for the rights of animals and the disadvantaged. He gave
generously to many animal rights organizations and cared
deeply for the environment. He volunteered with the Salt
Spring Island SPCA and the Island Wildlife Natural Care
Centre in Salt Spring. He will be remembered for his
generosity to those less fortunate and for his love of animals.
Nothing gave him more pleasure than feeding the birds and
watching his garden grow. He faced and conquered many
challenges in his life, but was not able to win his last battle.
Mike will always be remembered for his kind, generous and
gentle spirit.
Mike's family expresses their utmost gratitude to Dr. Saran
and the nurses and staff of Holmberg House Hospice for the
devoted and loving care they gave to Mike during his stay
with them. Mike's family is eternally grateful to these amazing
people. In keeping with Mike's wishes, there will be a private
family memorial in the spring when Mike’s gardens will again
grow and flower.
Anyone wishing to honour Mike's life is encouraged to make
a donation in his memory to Holmberg House Hospice Society.
"Carry on my wayward son.
For there'll be peace when you are done.
Lay your weary head to rest.
Now don't you cry no more."

Salt Spring Island Historical Society
REGULAR MEETING

Dec 3, 1939 - Dec 31, 2016

John passed away at Lady Minto
Hopsital. He leaves behind his wife
Audrey of 54 years, son`s Chris, Paul
(Joanne), daughter Suzanne (Kevin),
10 grandchildren, and sister Anne.
John studied and apprenticed at Jersey Farm’s Dairy
after high school to become a steam engineer. He later
went on to become the youngest Chief Engineer in the
history of Lucerne Dairies (Safeway), achieving the
second best efficiency rating in North America.
John met the love of his life when he was 17 (Audrey
was 12) and were married in 1962. John left the “Rat
Race” of Vancouver and moved his young wife and
family (4, 2, & 1 years of age) to Gibsons Landing to
Beachcomb (yes this was before the TV show). In the
early 70’s he trained as an oil burner mechanic leaving
Gibsons in 1975 for Salt Spring Island to start J&A Oil
Burner Service (John always talked fondly of the many
customers - well almost all of them - he got to know
over the four decades of being the “Furnace Man”). John
purchased 10 acres on Long Harbour Rd, cut and milled
his own lumber and built the Cottrell family home.
A house that went on to hold many amazing, wacky,
wonderful gatherings with family and friends. John’s
sense of humour, decency, kindness, hospitality (glass of
wine anyone!) and love will be missed by all that knew
and loved him.
There will be a final cheer (celebration of life) for
John at a later date. John was always the center of the
party and will be going out in style!
The family would especially like to thank Dr Beaver,
the Beacon home support group, Emily, Elka and so
many others for their help and assistance during the past
year of care.
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

IN MEMORIAM

Lyrics - Kansas

For those who love,
time is not.
Missing you today and
always.

2:00 pm Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at

CENTRAL HALL

HARRY BURTON
The “Apple”
Historian of Salt Spring Island
HELP PRESERVE SALT SPRING ISLAND HISTORY.
Use Box 131 at Country Grocer for your grocery tapes. All are welcome.

Please donate online at: saltspringarchives.com or
by cheque to Box 256 Ganges PO, V8K 2V9

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
PERSONALS
MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com 18+

LOST AND FOUND
FOUND - Does this sheet music belong to you? “The Martyrdom of the Bab”. It has
names on it: Holland DhyanaGarcia for Rene Malina. If this
music is yours, please contact
me at: lily.harpist@gmail.com

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

FUEL/FIREWOOD

COMPUTER SERVICES
CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Found: Tote with Plush toys
on Sunset drive. Please call.
250-537-5735

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION
EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
TRAINING
Online-based 43 wk program
incls 8 wk practicum. Regulated Pharmacy Technicians
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals
& $20-$27/hr in community
pharmacies. Accredited by
the Canadian Council for the
Accreditation of Pharmacy
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

Dun.Foam-Nov.

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
550 SF ofﬁce/studio for lease,
Merchant
Mews.
Was
radio station. Lots of light,
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard
(in Victoria): 250-380-1669.

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION

TRUCKS & VANS

TRUCKS & VANS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
IN MEMORIAM

airn

IN MEMORIAM

Howe

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

April 30th, 1957 - December 25th, 2005 (48 years)

11 YEARS AGO

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

1-855-527-4368

Hospice Ad

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

Cancer is not so powerful!
There are so many things it cannot do...

It cannot cripple love.
It cannot shatter hope.
It cannot corrode faith.
It cannot destroy peace.
It cannot kill friendship.
It cannot suppress memories.
It cannot silence courage.
It cannot invade the soul.
It cannot steal eternal life.
It cannot conquer the spirit.

2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ
• 5.3L engine with Active
Fuel Management and
E85 ﬂex fuel capability
• Leather 6-way power
heated seats
• Back up sensors
• Adjustable brake and gas
pedals
• Auto adjust windshield
wipers
• Hard top tonneau cover

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMING EVENTS

SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 19

• Lighted box with bed liner
• Trailer brake controller
• Tow hooks
• Fog lights
• Aluminum rims with tire
pressure monitors
• Air-ride suspension
• Power folding mirrors
• Rear seat radio
• Factory remote start

FULLY LOADED. Priced to sell. $11,900
Call 250-526-2626

NAIRN HOWE
Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.com
We’ll help you get a fresh start!

CLASSIFIEDS
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RENTALS

Online registration
launched by PARC

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

HOMES FOR RENT

by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

TIP OF THE WEEK
Happy New Year! January begins under the light of the New
Moon, yet one that also carries the weight of Mercury retrograde.
Mars conjunct Neptune and the Lunar South Node adds to the mood
producing a complex of emotions colored by imaginations conflicted
between excited anticipation and trepid hesitation. Jupiter coerced
into optimistic obedience by a square to Pluto wants to converse but
is challenged to find the right words.Venus in Aquarius counters this
general lack of optimism, supported by Saturn in close trine to Uranus,
optimistic about needed changes.

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

Screen shot of PARC’s new online registration program. To create an account
or browse programs, visit www.crd.bc.ca/ssiprograms.

Classes, permits and pool
passes included
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Anyone thinking about taking on
a new fitness regime, learning a new
language or acquiring another skill
this month will find a wide range of
offerings and an easy way to sign up
through the Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation Commission.
PARC joined multiple recreation
centres in the region in December
by launching a new recreation software platform called PerfectMind.
The innovative program is intended to streamline services and provide more flexibility for users, with
access to online registration now
available any time of day.
“This new software will allow us to
increase access to recreation opportunities while keeping costs down,”
said CRD director Wayne McIntyre.
“The PARC office is only open during regular business hours, creating
barriers for those with busy schedules. We hope to see an increase
in aquatic and recreation program
participation as well as park and
facility use with the launch of this
new online platform.”
Activities such as submitting park
use permits, registering for programs and booking PARC facilities
were previously limited to weekdays
when the Portlock office is open.
The new platform will allow residents to do all those things and even
buy and renew pool passes online.
The new platform will help staff
as well, who will have better information about programs’ real-time
demand and availability.
“We’re hoping that people will
register sooner because it’s more
convenient to do whenever you
have the time, instead of waiting
for our office hours,” said recreation
programs coordinator Kara MacKay.
There are lots of offerings in
PARC’s Winter 2017 schedule to

help islanders get excited about
testing out the new system. Parents
wondering how to get their teenagers up to the slopes can send them
for a day on Mount Washington
with PARC on Friday, Jan. 13. The
full-day trip includes bus transport
to the mountain, a lift ticket and a
45-minute lesson upon arrival for
youth ages 14 to 18.
MacKay continues to build on
programs for children and youth,
with several new offerings this
term as well as the return of the
Friday Adventure Camp for kids
ages six to 12. The camp re-opens
after Christmas vacation with a
Happy New Year theme this Friday,
Jan. 6. Upcoming sessions include
Welcome to Hogwarts, Camp’s Got
Talent and Jurassic World, among
other fun themes.
Kids in the 10 to 14 age range
have a unique opportunity to mix
science and food with Madd Edible
Science on Feb. 26. The class with
Paula Maddison shows how chemistry turns liquid into cheese, and
gives participants a take-away kit
for making four pounds of mozzarella at home.
Adults, meanwhile, have a full
range of classes to choose from,
whether seeking personal development, computer skills, first aid,
creative arts or fitness and toning.
New this term are “101” classes for
Mac and PC computers, a guided
healing meditation series, and two
short series with professional interior decorator Jeannette Sirois. She
offers Staging Your Home in three
classes, and another three-class
workshop called Interior Design
Basics and Beyond.
To get started on the online registration process, visit www.crd.
bc.ca/ssiprograms and scroll down
to search for a specific activity, or
browse programs. Programs can
also be viewed in the printed Salt
Spring Leisure Guide, available
at the PARC office, Rainbow Road
Pool or the Driftwood office.

Mid Isl.Storage

PROTECT
OUR

PLANET...

RECYCLE
THIS
NEWS
PAPER.
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Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19):
A blend of social enthusiasm and
professional seriousness is likely as
2017 begins. It could take little more
than the wind to cause you to lean to
one side or the other. Yet, a spirit of
leadership to uplift and inspire rises
steadily.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22):
Despite desires to socialize and
play, you are happy to hover close
to home. Expansion and increase
are realities that transcend wishful
thinking. Notions of necessity is the
natural consequence and you need
a plan.

Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20):
Searching for a light to lead the
way finds you deciphering where
to look. While accessing new
tools and strategies makes sense,
silent prayers and affirmations
arise instinctively. Either way, set
your sights on actions that breed
confidence.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Sharp and sober thinking are
leading your way into 2017. More
than merely an impact, you want
to make a difference. To also earn
returns is inspiring excitement
about the possibilities. Your wide
open heart will be met with equal
imagination.

Gemini (May 21-June 20):
Inspirations to socialize are strong
and you want to play. Yet, early on you
are in a mood to observe and listen
more than have words to say. This
vocal ice melts progressively as your
oratorical skills increase, especially
under the full moon’s light.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
You have much on your mind to
the extent of feeling mired by it.
Social activities may be a healthy
solution. Deeper involvements like
joining the club are even better.
Also, clear the clutter and create
beauty at home.

Cancer (June 21-July 22):
Striking a balance between politely
playing the social game and
speaking your truth is likely as the
year begins. You want to be fair but
must weigh between realism and
idealism. Ideals will take an early lead
but the truth of your reality will win.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Your mood is sober and your mind
focused. Cultivating your skills and
talents, prospectively to make more
money, is highlighted. Meanwhile,
things are shaking close to home
and you feel the need to see a bigger
picture, in detail.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
Ringing in the year with cheers and
horns, aside, you are otherwise
in a sober, analytical mood. Your
ambitions are rising steadily
prompting you to brainstorm for new
ways to earn some honest bucks and
perhaps with multiple streams.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Happy to hang out behind the
scenes, your perspective is
philosophical, your scope global.
Clearing the cobwebs of yesteryear
seems important. Expressing
yourself in new and beautiful ways
feels right.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22):
Wading through waist deep fears,
you want to feel like a winner again.
Your mind is bent on how and
innovation is inspiring your focus.
Your first task includes getting out of
the swamp. Strategy is required and
you need to clarify your ‘why’.

Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20):
Dreams of possibility, prompted
by necessity and backed by
positive action is likely. Making
key connections will become
increasingly important. Drawing on
the skills and leadership of others
increases opportunities.
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sports&recreation
recreation

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

GOLF

Ties all around at annual Sock and Toque Tournament
Twigs and needles the
worst hazards encountered
on the course

putting line.
After the two-hour walk in the fresh
air, participants warmed up quickly
while enjoying the breakfast buffet at
Penny’s on the Green. Happy Birthday
was sung to one swinger. Apparently
he came in second spot for the first
baby of the New Year honour in his
community (just a few years ago).
Once team handicaps were applied
it was determined that all teams had
tied with net 28s. One competitor was
uncertain if his team had finished first
or last! Through the magic of a draw,
a player from each team won a VIP
golf card for attractive green fee rates
at seven participating golf courses in
this area.
Fortunately, all participants earned
a free entr y to the annual polar
bear swim and golf ball hunt in the
course’s 32 million litre irrigation reservoir. Unfortunately, no one showed
up for the event! Maybe next year . . . .

BY MARCIA HOGAN
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

The first golf tournament of 2017
kicked off the new season on New
Year’s Day. With temperatures of 2°
C, warm socks and toques were de
rigueur for the day.
Seven foursomes played a scramble format: everyone hits, the team
chooses the best ball and all four players hit from the same lie.
Considering that the course had
been soaked heavily in November,
and then covered in snow in December, our conditions were good for
Jan. 1 and the greens rolled well. The
main challenge seemed to be removing twigs, needles and leaves from the
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D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,
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dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
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us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

PHOTO COURTESY MARCIA HOGAN

Toqued heads are in evidence at the annual Sock and Toque Tournament at the Salt Spring Golf
Course held on Sunday, Jan 1.

COMING SOON Squash lovers take first local swings
SQUASH

The GULF ISLANDS
CONTRACTORS DIRECTORY
will be
published in
January, watch
for the magazine
in your
Gulf Islands
Driftwood.

ContrDaIRcEtCoTOrRsY
online at:

JANUARY
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Classes begin on Jan. 9
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
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If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide
is essential in helping you find professional contractors
and suppliers to help you get the job done right.
Call 250.537.9933 for more details.
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viewing area. If there is demand for a second court and funds can
be acquired, that project may be pursued.
Planning for the building got underway in 2013. The project was
made possible by community fundraising that comprised grants,
low-interest loans, membership drives, in-kind donations and volunteering that amounted to roughly $275,000.
“We are in debt to the tune of about $200,000, which has been
borrowed from community members and is expected to be paid
back over about 10 years through court fees,” Wenzel said. “We are
still fundraising and accepting donations until the debt is paid off.”
Those unable to attend Sunday’s event can visit www.
saltspringsquash.ca to learn about the squash club, how to book
court time and access introductory lessons.

Archery course targets youth and adults
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willofbe
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staffcontact
as a “key
club” through online booking and door codes. The
250-537-9933 or
About 50 eager squash players welcomed the new year bydwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
mark- building includes a single squash court, washrooms, shower and

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
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D.W. Salty is looking for material for
D.W. Sa
his column,
Club at 805 Lower Ganges Rd. The court is in the back parking area

ing the completion of a decades-long effort to build the island’s first
indoor court.
Supporters gathered Sunday afternoon to witness the new building’s ceremonial opening and inaugural match. Markus Wenzel,
president of the Salt Spring Squash Club, said an official grand
opening event will be held sometime in February or March once
his group settles into the new site and irons out the kinks.
“That event will feature a competitive match of some of the top
players in B.C.,” he said.
Sunday’s party included a live auction to select who would play
the centre’s first official match, an honour that was earned by Wenzel and fellow club member Herb Otto.
The new facility is located at the Salt Spring Golf and Country

d.com
gulfislanddriftwoo
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Players flock to new court

Islanders looking to begin the year by
taking a shot at something new may be
up for the latest offerings from the Salt
Spring Rod and Gun Club.
Beginning the second Monday of January, Ken Cameron will host a series of four
weekly classes to teach people the basics
of archery. One-hour courses for children
as young as seven get underway at 6 p.m.,
and the adult sessions run between 7 and
8 p.m.
The courses focus on recurve bows like
the ones used in Olympic competitions,
but the introduction is useful for anyone
thinking of picking up other styles down
the line.
“These classes are for beginners and

people who have no experience,” he said.
“Archery is good because you don’t
have to be a certain physical build and
anybody can draw a bow.”
While many people have been drawn
to archery by popular films such as The
Hunger Games franchise, the sport’s
rapid learning curve and accessibility
make it one of the fastest growing pastimes in the country.
Participants can expect to learn the
basics, including form and technique,
theory and safety precautions, and official guidelines established by Archery
Canada, a national organization that
oversees competitions and training standards.
He said many people are often surprised to hear that insurance actuaries
rank archery as the second safest sport in
Canada, just behind ping pong.
Cameron picked up his first bow about

15 years ago and hasn’t looked back. He
has since competed in major competitions and served as past-president of the
BC Archery Association as well as the athletic director of the 2015 Canada Games
in Prince George.
Though rod and gun club membership
isn’t mandatory, anyone who joins the
club is eligible to drop by on Wednesday
evenings to hone their skills.
Cameron said word-of-mouth has
already encouraged many participants to
sign up, and he hopes to have a full quiver
when the course starts on Jan. 9.
Should interest continue beyond the
course, he said, further instruction is
possible and there’s always an opportunity for members to test their skills in
competitions organized through Archery
Canada.
More details about the course are available from Cameron at 250-538-8219.
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