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Minister announces new funding

Problem
cougar
remains
at large

Affordable housing units and
tourism marketing get boosts
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

B.C. Transportation Minister Todd Stone was
treated to a bus ride on local transit and had his
own bundle of provincial funding goodies to hand
out during a luncheon hosted by the Salt Spring
Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday.
Perhaps the most exciting news for participants
who attended the ticketed event at the Salt Spring
Golf and Country Club was an announcement
Stone made on behalf of Housing Minister Rich
Coleman. Salt Spring will beneﬁt from a provincial commitment toward affordable housing with
$4.5 million in capital funding awarded to Island
Women Against Violence to add a two-phase
development at Croftonbrook.
The announcement comes through a partnership between the province, the Capital Regional
District and Island Health under the Regional
Housing First Program. It will bring 52 new units
of affordable housing to the complex, with 18 of
those to be reserved for the homeless.
“Housing solutions are needed in many different ways and all across our region. It is great news
for Salt Spring Island that this worthy project is
moving ahead, which includes critical support for

Live trap set as
more livestock kills
reported
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D RIFTWOOD STAFF

Pride group still pressing for change

meeting they had asked the Ministry of Com-

parade, one of the biggest events of the annual

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

but were told the date would remain as planned.
Members of community organization GLOSSI (formerly Gays and Lesbians of Salt Spring
Island) are disappointed with the results, and
what they see as lack of effort on behalf of the
locally elected officials. As scheduled the referendum will be on the same day as the Pride

route.
“I don’t think anyone from the ministry has ever
been on Salt Spring on Pride day,” said Dennis
Lucarelli. “Do you realize what a nightmare it will
be for the entire island to get to polling places?”

Conservation officers are
still attempting to capture a
cougar that has been killing
farm animals on Salt Spring,
and are asking the public to
both provide timely information and to protect vulnerable
livestock.
The Salt Spring Farmers’
Institute reported Friday that
more than 10 animals, mainly
goats and lambs, had been
killed. Sgt. Scott Norris with
the B.C. Conservation Officer Service said he was trying
to get more information on
another case that may have
occurred Sunday night.
“It’s a fairly large number
that has been killed. That cougar is still active,” Norris said.
“We’ve been over there
twice now with hounds trying
to catch it, but no luck. Some
cougars are a little harder to
catch than others,” he added.
Conservation officers set
a live trap for the cougar on
March 21. Norris said their
only choice if they do catch
the animal is to euthanize it,
now that it’s developed a taste
for livestock.

REFERENDUM continued on 5

COUGAR continued on 5

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

B.C. Transportation Minister Todd Stone, right, along with local Liberal candidate Stephen P. Roberts,
gets set to board a Salt Spring Transit bus during Stone’s visit to the island Tuesday.

CROFTONBROOK continued on 2

GOVERNANCE

Ministry won’t alter referendum date

Sport and Cultural Development about festival weekend. One polling station will be
Congratulations
Saanich Fairmunity,
your
149th
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
theon
possibility
of moving
the voteAnniversary
from Sept. 9, located right in the heart of the parade’s usual
The ministry responsible for local government
is standing by the date it has selected for a Salt
Spring referendum on incorporation, despite
potential conﬂict with a busy Pride weekend.
Salt Spring’s Islands Trust representatives
reported Thursday at the Local Trust Committee
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Bringing ferry fares below inflation proposed as goal
croftonbrook
continued from1
individuals experiencing chronic homelessness,” CRD electoral
area director Wayne McIntyre said
in response to the news.
Stone discussed a number of
government advances made over
the past term, including those
related to his portfolio. Of immediate interest to islanders is that
a transit service expansion and
small fare reductions that were
recommended by the Salt Spring
Transportation Commission have
been approved to go ahead in
May.
Stone noted much of the provincial government’s 10-year
transportation plan has to do
with road infrastructure, but said
there has also been a 60 per cent
increase in transit spending over
the past decade.

“I can’t say enough about just
how well run the transit system
[on Salt Spring] is,” he added,
praising traffic volumes and customer service satisfaction.
In regard to BC Ferries, Stone
acknowledged the first two years
of his four as minister had been
difficult, with service cuts ordered
to make the system more efficient
and “to stop the unsustainable
growth in fares, year after year
after year.”
Stone said the government has
worked toward a goal of restricting fare increases to be in line
with inflation, and the next step
will be to try to “bend them
downward.”
The minister was not able to
advance an idea raised by Saanich North and the Islands MLA
Gary Holman in regard to local
roads and the government’s
incorporation transition offer.
Holman noted some roads on the

Saanich Peninsula that connect
to ferry terminals are considered
highways and are therefore maintained by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure,
rather than the municipalities
they pass through. He suggested
that a deal to take on the main
roads leading to Salt Spring’s terminals could have a big impact
on voters come referendum time.
“I’m very aware of the incorporation vote coming up and I’m
very aware that roads will form a
big part of how people make their
decision,” Stone replied.
Speaking after the formal question period, Stone said he would
not be able to bring the matter to
government with only two weeks
left in session, but that a new
government might be able to reexamine the transition offer.
Other matters of interest relating to local roads included the
slide off Isabella Point Road. A

complete geotechnical assessment has been done and mitigation work will take place this
spring.
“We’ll fix that section not just
with a patch, or a Band-aid, but
will make sure there is a longterm solution in place,” Stone
said.
The minister also relayed plans
to help Salt Spring get a licence
of occupation for the last section
of Manson Road near the Tree
House Cafe, stating his office is
working with colleagues at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations.
Having just viewed the space in
person for the first time, he said,
“You can’t imagine that being a
road with vehicles on it — that
defies common sense, in my
opinion.”
In other funding announced
during Stone’s visit, School District 64 will receive over $102,000

over the next three years for youth
trades equipment, which will go
toward the purchase of welders,
grinders and 3D printers.
• An investment of $126,000
will bring reliable high speed
internet to the Southern Gulf
Islands as part of the Rural Economic Development Strategy,
and is expected to reach 1,000
homes and businesses through a
partnership and matching investment by Beacon Wireless.
• Tourism will be promoted across the Gulf Islands with
$66,000 for a marketing partnership between the chambers of
commerce on Salt Spring, Pender,
Mayne and Galiano islands and
the Saturna Tourism Association.
• Grants of $15,000 each were
awarded to the Salt Spring Watershed Protection Authority to
complete a study and to IWAV
for renovations to The Cedars
second-stage transition housing.

FIRE BOARD

Three candidates vie for two seats on board of fire trustees
All-candidates
meeting on April 5
Three candidates are
contesting two available
seats on the Salt Spring

Fire Protection District
board of trustees.
Mary Lynn Hetherington, Rollie Cook and Mike
Jaeger will be the names
on a ballot for an election
to be held at the Ganges

fire hall on Saturday, April
22, with an advance poll
on Wednesday, April 12.
Nominations closed on
Friday afternoon.
O n Ja n . 1 6 , He t h e rington was acclaimed a

trustee along with three
others to fill four vacant
fire board spaces. However, in a draw done by the
four new trustees, Hetherington chose the shortest available term, which

expired this April.
The two trustees elected
in April will fill full threeyear terms.
An all-candidates meeting has been arranged for
Wednesday, April 5 begin-

ning at 7 p.m. at Lions
Hall.
The 2017 Salt Spr ing
Is l a n d F i re P r o t e c t i o n
District annual general
meeting is set for Monday, April 24.

Fly Home for FREE
*Promotion is valid for return
bookings only between April 01-30,
2017 on the Ganges/Richmond
(YVR) Route. A full one way fare
must be purchased in order to
receive a free one way return
ticket voucher.

*

with

For Reservations, call 1-800-447-3247 or 604-273-8900
Book online seairseaplanes.com and save even more $
NEW All ﬂights Non-Stop between Ganges/Richmond (YVR)
FREE Parking at Richmond (YVR) terminal (based on availability)
FREE Shuttle from Richmond (YVR) to Vancouver Airport or Canada Line Sky Train
• 6 daily scheduled ﬂights
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane ﬂeet in Canada
• Frequent ﬂyer discount
• Charter ﬂights available to other destinations, including USA.

*Visit

seairseaplanes.com

for details
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SS Fire Trustees All-Candidates Meeting
Wednesday, APRIL 5
Lions Hall, 7 p.m.

TECHNOLOGY

Islanders call for LTC to get proactive on microcells
Telus says no plans to install
technology yet
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Islanders concerned about the impacts of
wireless technology and electromagnetic field
radiation have asked the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee to put a stop to microcell
transmitters before they reach the island.
Small cells are antennas that can boost the
range of major cell tower infrastructure, with a
range between a few metres up to several kilometres. While local government must be consulted when large cell towers are proposed,
the same does not hold true for the smaller
version. Speaking in a delegation to the Local
Trust Committee Thursday, Salt Spring resident Oona McOuat made a pitch to change
that situation.
“A year and a half of combing through laws
and regulations relevant to the installation of
microcells on Salt Spring has brought me to
this conclusion: the impetus for policy changes on this issue must come from the bottom up,” McOuat wrote in a supplementary
report. “I am optimistic that as awareness of
the potential harms caused by wireless technologies reaches a critical mass, change will
happen.”
McOuat observed that the Salt Spring Official Community Plan calls for the Local Trust
Committee to use the precautionary principle
in regard to cell tower placement. She listed
a number of reasons she feels communities
should be concerned, citing threats to human
health, including DNA integrity; interruption
of bees’ navigational abilities and the resulting impact on food security; the high carbon
footprint of wireless technologies; and cybersecurity and increased vulnerability to hacks.
Recent Telus projects to expand internet
coverage through microcell networks have
occurred in Tsawwassen and the Sunshine

Coast, both in 2014, and Chemainus in 2016.
Telus spokesperson Richard Gilhooley said
his company currently has no plans to do
the same on Salt Spring. When a project is
planned, the company normally sends notice
to those people who might be impacted.
McOuat is not alone in hoping to ensure
that never happens on Salt Spring. Members
of the public who attended Thursday’s town
hall session included four people who said
they or their family members have directly
experienced illness due to EMF sensitivity.
“Right now my wife suffers greatly from
radiation exposure. She’s housebound. She
can’t come into town without getting sick,”
said Max Miller. “It’s neurological damage:
she’s weak, she’s sensitive to electricity, sensitive to cell phones, stoves, heaters . . . so we’ve
cleaned our house. We don’t have cell phones
or these devices anymore.”
“This community is small, we’re being hit
hard and we basically have to stop this,” he
added.
While individuals are linking their failing
health to the increasing prevalence of wireless devices and networks, science has yet to
officially make that connection. Existing federal regulations are largely concerned with the
proven effects of non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation, which are limited to heating
or burning human tissue when too close to
the source.
Industry Canada regulates radiofrequency
electromagnetic exposure according to Safety
Code 6, which was last revised in 2015. The
federal government has also funded 17 studies on the biological effects of radiofrequency
energy.
“This important information, along with
other Canadian and international studies,
form the basis for establishing safety standards for RF energy that protects the health
of Canadians,” the Industry Canada website
explains.
McOuat’s claim that tens of thousands of

peer-reviewed studies have found adverse
effects of non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation was immediately disputed at Thursday’s
meeting by Jean Brouard, who has a Ph.D. in
forest genetics. Brouard challenged McOuat
to prove her case with real peer-reviewed science.
“I would like to see 100 reports that state it
is harmful to humans and 10 that it is harmful
to bees,” he said. “If she can find that I’ll campaign with her.”
Brouard’s wife Sally John, who is also a doctor of forestry science and genetics, drafted
Salt Spring’s precautionary principle guidelines for cell-phone tower placement when
she chaired the Salt Spring Advisory Planning
Commission in 2001. Credible studies of the
time suggested cell phones were probably
more likely to cause damage to users than cellphone towers, and little has changed since
then in terms of research, she said.
John added most people don’t appreciate
the extreme diversity in how different individuals react to outside influences, whether
drugs or radio waves, depending on the genes
they carry.
“I think it’s quite likely some people are
really sensitive to EMF,” she said, but added
there hasn’t been enough research to explain
how or why.
Among a list of action points to prevent
microcells on Salt Spring, McOuat has called
for the LTC to follow the example of Grand
Forks, whose town council passed a resolution
in February demanding that federal and provincial authorities make public consultation
on the placement of microcells a requirement.
Trustee George Grams told the Driftwood
there are some ways the LTC could intervene
despite the federal jurisdiction, although he
said it would be restricted to advocacy by the
Islands Trust Executive Committee.
“There is a referrals process and certainly in
the case of the larger cell-phone towers LTCs
would be and are consulted when utilities are

photo courtesy Chemainus Vallery Courier

A microcell transmitter on a utility pole in
Chemainus.
planning infrastructure expansion or changes,” Grams wrote in an email. “Accordingly,
there is language in the OCP that provides
guidance to the LTC on what factors should be
considered when giving a response to utilities.
However, the utilities are under no statutory
obligation to comply.
“If utilities chose not to follow the guidance
provided by LTCs, advocacy would be our
only recourse and that is a responsibility that
has been delegated to the executive so that
coordination on behalf of LTCs is provided
on the same topic in a manner that ensures
consistency of position.”

News briefs
Hummers
back
It may be later than usual,
but the Rufous hummingbirds
have returned to Salt Spring
for the season.
Jean Brouard of Roland
Road provides the Driftwood
with his first Rufous sighting

every year. This year a male
was spotted at his home on
Wednesday, March 22 at 5:40
p.m. Last year’s first arrival on
the property was on March 5.
In response to a Driftwood
Facebook post, several other
Salt Spring residents reported
the dates of their first Rufous
sightings before March 22.
Patricia Robitaille of Sky Val-

ley Road saw a male on March
16. Anne Parkinson followed
with a March 17 Orchard Road
sighting in Fulford. Beverley
Franks and Linda Bradford
both saw males on March 18
in the Cranberry Valley area.
Margaret Reid also saw a
hummer on Rainbow Road on
March 18. Anno Delaney had
a March 20 Fernwood report.

Music fest
dashed
The Salt Spring Music and
Garlic Festival will not take
place this summer.
Festival founder Neale
Smith said the event has not
received the financial support
it requires to continue.

The two-day event took
place on Paradise Within
Farm on Musgrave Road
during the first weekend in
August in both 2015 and 2016.
“We had a terrific line-up
of artists performing a wide
range of musical genres, fine
garlicky foods, refreshments,
many activities for children
and other attractions,” said

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

Smith. “In my opinion this
festival is truly a wonderful
event for everyone in our
community to come together
and enjoy.”
However, Smith said even
though attendance was up
significantly in 2016 compared to the inaugural year,
sponsorship support was
diminished.
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BC FERRIES

No April 1 increase in ferry fares for Gulf Islands routes
Second hike-free year
By GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

Ferry fares are not increasing on Gulf Islands
routes this spring.
BC Ferries announced March 16 fares would
be held steady on 21 of its 24 routes, with only

the three major Lower Mainland-Vancouver
Island routes seeing a 1.9 per cent hike.
In 2015, the BC Ferries Commission gave
BC Ferries permission to increase fares by 1.9
per cent each year in “performance term four,”
from April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2020. That level
is much lower than the averages of four to 8.23
per cent (on Gulf Islands routes) authorized in

years between 2010 and 2015.
Last April rates went up in the Gulf Islands,
but the increase was negated by a corresponding hike in the fuel rebate.
The company is also reducing reservation
fees as of April 1. For customers who book seven
days in advance, the drop is from $15 to $10.
Reservations made less than seven days and

up to one day prior will decrease from $18.50
to $17. Reservations booked day of travel will
decrease from $22 to $21. Reservation change
fees will also be reduced from $9 to $5.
“BC Ferries encourages customers to make
reservations as it allows the company to manage operations more efficiently,” states a press
release.

ISLANDS TRUST

LETHAL DRUGS
ARE out there

Find out how you can save a life.
Every day, people are losing their lives to overdoses
in BC. These deaths are preventable. Many illegal
drugs, including party drugs, have been found
to contain deadly fentanyl. And even more toxic
carfentanil is now being detected in BC. Not using
drugs is the best defence — using alone is the
greatest risk.
If you use drugs or know someone who does, help
is available.
Learn about treatment, and where to ﬁnd naloxone
and overdose prevention sites in your area by calling
8-1-1 or visiting www.gov.bc.ca/overdose.
Your knowledge, compassion and action can save
a life.

Bridgman rezoning planned
Former resort
site could be
downzoned
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

An application to rezone
three connected lots on
Bridgman Road from commercial accommodation
to residential has received
initial support from Salt
Spring’s Local Trust Committee.
According to a staff report,
the applicants recently purchased the 347 Bridgman
Rd. property, which comprises three distinct lots,
and have plans to create
two more evenly divided
lots instead in the future.
The waterfront land was
a historic resort operating
through the 1920s to perhaps the ‘50s. The commercial accommodation zone
permits the potential for up
to 33 units in the form of
hotel or motel rooms, cottages or campsites.
Committee members
supported the change to
residential but followed a
staff recommendation by
requiring the applicants
to get an archeological
impact assessment done
before a rezoning bylaw
gets first reading.
“At the moment they’re
allowed a resor t, I do
believe, and to turn it into

residential with the number of properties proposed
is a substantial reduction in density,” observed
trustee George Grams.
“I can’t imagine that the
neighbours would object.
They’d much rather a quiet
residential than a resort
on their doorstep, and I
can’t imagine First Nations
would consider this other
than advantageous for the
site and the environment.”
Staff recommended the
assessment be done before
the bylaw went to the referral process in order to give
affected First Nations more
information to start with,
among other factors.
“The substantial nature
of archeological sites is
not something that you
see in many applications
that we’re dealing with.
It’s much more significant
than your typical property,” planner Seth Wright
explained.
Committee chair Peter
Luckham voiced concern
about a pool that had been
constructed into the rocky
shoreline and wondered
whether there had ever
been a provincial foreshore alteration permit,
but was also supportive of
the rezoning plan.
“I think this is an excellent proposal — any
opportunity to downsize
lots and decrease density
is commendable,” he said.

Roland Road
application
Two Roland Road homeowners and their contractor,
who was hoping to begin
immediate construction,
were disappointed with a
delay to their development
permit variance application,
which will be brought back to
the LTC in three weeks’ time.
The application is related
to a house addition project,
parts of which are designed to
intrude into lot setbacks. Two
existing sheds are also in noncompliance with the setback,
and one intrudes into Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure right-of-way.
Contractor Trevor Wilson
said the owners have applied
for an encroachment permit
with the ministry but have
yet to receive any response.
He added they would be
happy to remove the shed if
the encroachment permit is
denied, and could take that as
a condition, but would prefer
to get started right away.
The LTC voted instead to
direct staff to contact MoTi
with a referral as they would
normally do. Staff will request
to have an answer by April 13
so the application can move
ahead at that point.
“You have my sympathy but we can not shortcircuit due process,” Grams
said, noting future relations
between the two government
bodies had to be considered.

STEWARDSHIP

Awards deadline on April 18
Community Stewardship
program kicks off

Learn more at gov.bc.ca/overdose

Carry a Naloxone Kit

Call 9-1-1

#stopoverdose

The Islands Trust is accepting nominations for its 2017 Community Stewardship
Awards program until April 18.
Stewardship awards recognize people,
groups and businesses working to protect
the environment and enhance life on Trustarea islands.
“Preserving and protecting the environment and ecosystems of the Trust Area
islands is a shared responsibility,” said Peter
Luckham, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. “The Community Stewardship Award
program celebrates islanders who take that
responsibility to heart by dedicating their
time, energy, and creativity to ensure the

health of the ecosystems and communities
in the Salish Sea.”
The Community Stewardship Awards
program is in its 15th year. The program’s
purpose is to acknowledge people, businesses and community groups whose actions
support the Islands Trust Policy Statement’s
goals. Nominated projects must be completed in the last two years or be ongoing.
Since 2002, the Islands Trust Council has
presented 76 awards to individuals and organizations.
Program guidelines and the nomination
form are available on the Islands Trust’s website.
This year’s award recipients will be
announced at the June Trust Council meeting and will be presented with awards in
their own communities in the fall.
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CRD

CRD budget passed at $6.549 million
Cuts keep local increase to
0.8 per cent
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Capital Regional District passed
its budget for the 2017 fiscal year on
Wednesday, but Salt Spring property
owners may not see much change on
their tax bills.
“In spite of significant workload
challenges, with the cooperation of
staff and the various CRD commissions, the 2017 budget change over
2016 is less than one per cent,” said
electoral area director Wayne McIntyre.
The cost in taxes to the average Salt
Spring household will go up by $13.69,

from $779.43 last year to $793.12.
McIntyre said the preliminary budget proposed a requisition total of
$6,619,343, while the final came in at
$6,549,010. The total increase over the
previous year was $50,730 or 0.8 per
cent. This was largely due to contract
wage adjustments that had to be honoured.
The budget breakdown reveals a few
areas where spending did go up, most
significantly for the Salt Spring Community Economic Development Commission. It drew $20,000 in 2016 but
will go up to $30,000 this year.
McIntyre noted the commission had
not being pulling the full requisition
amount it was entitled to, but it now
has several big projects underway.

“That’s what I call money well spent.
They’re doing good work,” McIntyre
said.
Administration costs for the electoral area also jumped by $8,220.
One of the biggest areas to take a hit
in the budget is the grant-in-aid program, budgeted at $12,970 in 2016 and
just $1,860 in 2017.
Contr ibutions to two regional
programs decreased for 2017, with
the amount toward regional parks
land acquisition down $8,784 and
a decrease of $25,046 to the Capital
Regional Hospital District Board.
The average residential property on
Salt Spring was assessed at $528,638
for 2017, compared to $479,102 in
2016.
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Quick reporting to officers requested
cougar
continued from 1
“There’s plenty of deer
on the island but they’re
going to go for the easy
prey. Once it learns that
behaviour that livestock is
easy prey, you can’t untrain
that,” Norris said.
Norris said since predators haven’t been a problem for a long time, farmers
may have become accustomed to letting animals
stay out overnight. Keeping
them locked up in barns

and adding protections
such as electric fences and
guard dogs is strongly recommended, both until the
problem cougar is caught
and afterward.
The cougar will most
likely keep targeting livestock if it is available. Norris said that elevates the
risk to the public somewhat because it starts to
associate houses and people with food.
A cougar might regularly
kill one to two deer a week,
but will kill more and eat
less of easy prey like lambs

and sheep. Norris said in
lambing season it might
kill three to five lambs and
eat hardly anything. If it
kills an adult female, it will
go for the udders and possibly the organs, and leave
the rest behind without
ever going back for it.
Norris said getting information early is cr itical,
since conservation officers
can’t track the animal if
they get reports four or five
days down the line. Farmers are advised to check
in on their stock every day
and make sure no animals

Saturday mandated for votes
“It would be really unfortunate if we have to
change our parade route or our plans to deal
with this,” said GLOSSI vice-president Shellyse
Szakacs. “Pride is a long-standing tradition
now. Along with the fall fair and Canada Day, it
brings a phenomenal amount of business and
interest to the island. I think if someone was
planning this on fall fair weekend, there would
be concern.”
The ministry has mandated the Capital
Regional District with overseeing the referendum. Local electoral area director Wayne
McIntyre said he had spoken with the corporate officer about concerns with access. He
confirmed Friday that in addition to the public
library, polling stations will be located at Fulford Hall and the Community Gospel Chapel.
Advance polls and a mail-in voting option
will also be available.
Salt Spring resident Robert Birch pointed
out several potential problems with the date in
a letter to the ministry. In addition to the conflict with Pride, he noted the interruption of an
important Saturday market day and the stressful timing for parents whose kids will have just
gone back to school.
“By choosing Sept. 9 as the date to hold a
voter referendum on Salt Spring Island your
government continues to reveal how out of
touch you are with the general public and/or
willfully acting out of political self-interest,”
Birch wrote. “Your choice has left many of us
to believe that your government has leveraged
the situation for a low voter turn-out to your

own political benefit. We’re also left to wonder
who advised you in this direction.”
A ministry response to Birch from Marijke
Edmondson explains that according to the
Local Government Act, referendums must be
scheduled on a Saturday and must be open
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The letter adds the ministry will work with the CRD to ensure voter
accessibility.
“To the greatest extent possible, Salt Spring
electors should be able to participate in the
Pride parade, the market, and choosing the
model of local governance that will shape their
community in the future on Sept. 9. Each of
these activities is a deliberate expression of
community on Salt Spring Island,” Edmondson wrote.
The ministry has also stated it wants to have
the vote at a time when eligible voters who
don’t live on Salt Spring might be more likely
to attend. (B.C. residents who own property
on the island but don’t live there are eligible to
participate.)
Szakacs said the GLOSSI board is not ready
to give up on the campaign to change the date,
either with local officials or the ministry, and
they encourage islanders to join in with letters
and phone calls to make the case.
“We’re just hoping the governing bodies can
respect our community, and the significance of
this event. Salt Spring Pride is the third largest
Pride in B.C., so they should respect our community and what Pride brings to Salt Spring, as
a social, economic and cultural event,” Szakacs
said.
Anyone who would like to join the campaign can email shellyse@shaw.ca.

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

I will help you design
your dream home
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IMMEDIATE
Dennis Maguire
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Serving
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If we do not receive a response by MON
and professionalism

website:

www.dmarchitect.ca

CANADIAN & AMERICAN
PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT
Fulford Village Office
PH:

250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.
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Cash
Tickets (10)
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Monthly
Pass
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Cougar sightings and
livestock killngs should
be reported to the RAPP
hotline, which connects
to a live operator 24
hours a day. Call 1-877952-7277 or #7277 on
the TELUS Mobility Network.

Salt Spring Island Transit

Adult
Student/Senior

Current Fare
$ 2.25
20.25
5.00
50.00
40.00

New Fare
$ 2.25
20.00
4.50
50.00
40.00

Service Change
Effective May 6, 2017
Seasonal schedule changes
Five additional Saturday trips on the 2 Fulford Harbour
Visit bctransit.com or pick up a new Rider’s Guide on board.

7059

REFERENDUM
continued from 1

are missing, and to report
in if they are missing or
killed.
“Immediate reporting is
very key,” Norris said.

250-537-5268

Transit Info 250·538·4282 • www.bctransit.com
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2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Fairness
on fares

W

hen it comes to Gulf
Islands ferry fares,
no news is good
news this spring.

Usually, an unsavoury joke arrives every April 1 in the
form of a hike in the cost of travelling with BC Ferries.
Between 2010 and 2015, those annual April 1 increases ranged from four to 8.23 per cent, way beyond the
rate of inflation. Fuel surcharges were sometimes
added to the mix.
According to a recently released report from the
Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs, a coalition of 13
regional ferry advisory committees including those
serving Salt Spring and the southern Gulf Islands, the
cumulative result was that ferry fares rose more than
130 per cent on some Gulf Islands routes between
2003, when the Coastal Ferry Act was first implemented, and 2016. It felt like cruel and unusual punishment.
Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory Committee
chair Brian Hollingshead
reports that ferry traffic to
the Southern Gulf Islands
Ferry fares
decreased more than 15
per cent in that same time
period, negatively impactNo increase is
ing the islands’ economies.
It could be argued that
good news
skyrocketing ferry fares
were a factor in population declines recorded by the 2016 and 2011 census
on Galiano and Mayne islands. Island living is not an
inexpensive proposition, largely due to ferry costs.
With the absence of an April 1 increase for all BC
Ferries routes except the three major ones connecting the Lower Mainland with Vancouver Island, and
no Gulf Islands hike last year due to a change in the
“fuel rebate” figures, perhaps the era of no-end-insight ferry fare increases has finally hit high ground.
Years of arguments put forth by ferry advisory
committees up and down the coast about the negative impact of ever-rising fares may have finally been
heard by BC Ferries management. An improving
economy and higher revenue is no doubt a factor. BC
Ferries’ net earnings for the last nine months of 2016
were $118.2 million, more than $18 million received
in the same period the previous year.
It could be that the Liberal government didn’t want
to rile Gulf Islands voters about ferry issues before
the upcoming election. Whatever the reason, we’re
glad to have a reprieve from constant fare increases
and hope BC Ferries and successive provincial governments can maintain calm seas on the fare front in
years to come.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Raymond Heung

Treatment plant payment questions
As Driftwood readers know, the province has allowed a referendum for the incorporation of Salt Spring island to proceed
on Sept. 9.
This brings up an interesting “political” question, in view of
the substantial grants that the City of White Rock has managed
to obtain from two senior levels of government for the upgrade
of their water system. (See March 18 Vancouver Sun article on
this subject.)
1. An improvement district is only eligible for infrastructure grants if it joins an existing local government, such as a regional district, or if the island is to
be incorporated into a municipality.
2. The intriguing “political” question is: Why has the
North Salt Spring Waterworks District proceeded with
the change in parcel tax (something that has been
around at least since 2002), when there is a possibility
of incorporation, and failing which the NSSWD board
of trustees have even recently considered joining the
Capital Regional District. Under both scenarios, any
capital expenditures for infrastructure improvement
are available for grants, and also would be funded
by the more equitable system of property taxation,
rather than the antiquated parcel tax system.
Should the consideration of restructuring the parcel tax be
deferred until the political “landscape” has been made clear?
3. Considering the NSSWD’s 15-year plan (2017 to 2032)
for capital projects, how is the estimated capital cost of $28.5
million for those projects to be funded in the future? By parcel tax?

Should the
consideration
of restructuring
the parcel tax be
deferred until the
political “landscape”
has been clear?

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you approve of a Sept. 9 referendum date?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

4. Did the water district indicate during the 2014 St. Mary
Lake treatment plant referendum whether changes in the
parcel tax would be used to fund the plant? The answer is “no.”
As a matter of fact, in its March 2015 newsletter, it was
indicated that debt financing would be used for funding the
whole project. Subsequent to the approval of the referendum,
the district adopted a borrowing bylaw with debt financing
from the Royal Bank.
The first indication of changes in the
parcel tax in order to fund the new treatment plant occurred only around Aug.
24, 2016 (according to minutes from the
meeting). Surely a case can be made that
there was lack of “transparency” to the
ratepayers during the process of the referendum.
5. At Brinkworthy Place, we have 137
households. With an average of 1.4 persons per household, there are close to 200
Brinkworthy voters in any referendum,
such as a referendum for incorporation or
an election of Islands Trust trustees, but
unfortunately not for the election of trustees of the NSSWD because it is an improvement district and
non-property owners can’t vote.
Is this taxation without representation?
The writer is president of Vanac Development Corp., and
owns Brinkworthy Estates on Salt Spring Island.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you looking forward to
the provincial election?

48

30
NO YES
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “You can’t imagine that being a road
with vehicles on it — that defies common sense, in my opinion.”
TRANSPORTATION MINISTER TODD STONE on Manson Road

Salt Spring

Says

We asked:

What would you
ask Transportation
Minister Todd Stone
for to improve life
for islanders?

Sarah Bateman

Art Falardeau

Elizabeth Davis

Paul Large

John Holmes

Bike lanes all over the island.

More bus service maybe?

I think the roads need some
work.

The list is endless — we need
proper bike paths, better line
marking on the roads,more
potholes fixed and general
maintenance.

We need more electric car
charging infrastructure.

Letters to the editor
Discuss the
panel
I am writing to express
my deep concerns regarding
the arrangements that have
been made for the panel discussion on “to incorporate
or not to incorporate.”
My concerns are about the
process of choosing a moderator, choosing the people
who will represent both
sides, the topics they will
address and making Urban
Systems the fact checker.
We must have a process

in which both sides agree
on a moderator. I suggest
that we find someone who
is from the island, as we
have many capable people
who could do this. Each
side should choose our
own representatives for
panel presentations, the
topics to be discussed, and
especially agree on the fact
checkers.
Anything less than this is
flawed and not worthy of
Salt Spring or of our elected
officials.
HANNAH BROWN,
S a lt S p r i n g

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Reasons to
vote Green
Responding to my friend
Judi Stevenson’s “Reasons to
vote NDP” letter last week, I
think it’s important to point
out some of the good reasons to vote for Green candidate Adam Olsen in the
upcoming provincial election.
More Green MLAs will
help to stiffen the backbone
of an NDP government on a
variety of pressing environmental issues.

Should the NDP again
waver on their commitment
to stop the Kinder Morgan
pipeline, the Greens will be
there to strengthen their
resolve. Instead of just sending Site C back to the B.C.
Utilities Commission, why
not just stop it altogether
and pursue renewable
power projects that won’t
flood thousands of hectares
of farmland and hundreds
of sacred First Nations sites?
I appreciate that our MLA
now opposes the construction of a liquefied natural
gas terminal in the Saanich

Inlet, but his party favours
“responsible LNG development” when there is no such
thing. We need to act on climate change now. Instead
of trying to compete with
the Russians and the Australians to sell fossil fuel to
the Chinese, we should be
pushing ahead with strategies to conserve energy,
decarbonize our transportation and develop renewable power. Adam Olsen has
been against the Malahat
LNG project since day one.
I appreciate that the NDP
shares the Greens’ desire to

reform our electoral system,
but surely they must understand that in any electoral
reform vote in the legislature the Greens and the NDP
will be voting together? Just
as in the last federal election, there will be many calls
to vote strategically in the
upcoming election.
Remember the old saying:
“History doesn’t repeat itself
but it rhymes,” so vote for
what you believe in.
BRIAN SMALLSHAW,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Disrobing fashion trends across the millennia
What is fashion? Who decides what is cool
and what is not? How do we know when something is red-hot “in” and when it becomes icecold “out”?
In other words, who sets the fashion trends?
And even more interestingly, what makes people follow these trends?
Let’s face it, fashion has been around since
humans first started huddling together in caves
in order to keep the elements out and to avoid
unplanned close encounters with prehistoric beasts. The first line of fashion was probably total nudity. During this period, everybody
basically agreed that less is more, and all naked
bodies were somewhat fashionable.
It didn’t take long for the more entrepreneurial of the Neanderthal humanoids to figure out
that there was no profit to be had if everybody
was in style. No, it was necessary to drive a
wedge between the cave dwellers so that some
of them felt like they were setting the trend
while the others feared that they were being
left behind. As a result, the over-the-shoulder
fur and the rock necklace came into vogue for
a short while and then the fashion leaders leapt
ahead with rock anklets above their hairy feet
and finely polished bones tucked into their hair.
And so on . . . .
A conversation between members of the two
groups would have sounded something like
this (the numerous grunts have been omitted
to simplify things):
“Don’t tell me you’re still wearing that pterodactyl hide. That’s oh so passé, so prehistoric.”
“But you said it was positively ‘now’ just a
little while ago.”
“Yes, but that was before the Ice Age. Now
dinosaur hides are so yesterday. Today anybody
who is anybody is wearing mastodon skins.
They are the new pre-modern chic and easy to
accessorize with some simple bleached white

ribs from a woolly mamAlthough we’ve now given a
moth.”
brief synopsis on the history of
If you need evidence
fashion, we really are no closer to
that these discussions did
explaining how fashion is deterindeed take place in prehismined and by whom. But let’s
Shilo
toric days, you need look no
Zylbergold carry on. It is probably just as
further than cave paintings.
important to understand why
Rather than the erroneous
certain new fashions fail as it is
notion that these pictograms
to see why they succeed. Perwere a way of transmitting
haps you may be familiar with
the cave culture of the time, these were actually the popular 1990s hip-hop duo Kris Kross. They
the first advertisements, Stone Age billboards as had several chart-topping hits, sold millions of
it were, for popularizing the new cutting-edge recordings and had a considerable influence
fashions.
on the direction rap music would evolve. The
Let’s fast forward several hundred thousand other significant footnote about Kris Kross was
years to Biblical times and you will see that not that the members wore their pants backwards.
much had changed for the fashionistas of their That’s right, the flies in their trousers were in the
day, and the influence they had on the ordinary caboose.
schlemiel.
Based on the success of the musical duo, one
Take, for instance, Jesus’ stance on cast- would have thought that the front/back revering the money changers out of the Temple. sal of pants would have caught on big time. It
Contrary to popular belief, this had nothing should seem normal, a couple of decades later,
to do with morality, ethics or religion. What for a man to do his business at a urinal while
the Messiah was objecting to was the fact that facing away from it (you figure out the logistics).
the money changers had thrown off the tradiBut that didn’t happen. The fashion gods
tional priestly white togas and had started to didn’t let it happen and the world is a better
wear plaid drip-dry hair shirts (which would place for this.
become popular again much later in the age
What the fashion gods did miss, however,
of the used car salesman). These hair shirts, was the skater look. This took off about 20 years
which had originally been designed to inflict ago when young lads on skateboards began
pain and discomfort to the wearer, and thusly wearing baggy jeans that were about 10 sizes
serve as a form of penance or “mortification too big for them and cinching them with narof the flesh,” soon came accompanied with row belts so they hung from just above the
matching loincloths (and a prototype for the knees to the ground or the top of the skateboard
modern day pantsuit). The new style of attire (whichever came first).
gave rise to the concept of the Laws of Kosher
To complete the look, it was important to
Clothing, wherein it became forbidden to wear wear bright boxer shorts underwear that was
anything “unclean” into the house of God. The either hauled up to just below the armpits, or
change in fashion also meant a change to the allowed to slip down to expose about 10 inches
understanding of the word “unclean.” It now of plumber’s butt (which is about all a 12-yearmeant “uncool.”
old has). As a final accessory to complete the

nobody asked me But

“ghetto look,” a big metal chain attached on
one end to a belt loop was fastened on the other
end to a fat wallet with not much in it, which
was then not very securely tucked into a back
hip pocket.
That didn’t really explain anything, did it?
At this point in the column, you are probably
beginning to doubt whether you will ever get
the explanation that was promised. Sure, you’ll
get more examples like Converse All Star runners, and Dr. Martens combat boots. You’ll
recognize the cut-off blue jeans pulled over
black tights fashion statement as well as the
blue jeans purchased new with rips and tears
already cut into the denim fabric.
Even more recently, you will have observed
the popularity of the “lumberjack” style with its
large plaid red and black squares. Other recent
fashion trends, as I have learned (and I have no
idea what any of them are), include palazzos,
flared anarkalis and cape style tops (especially
with vertical stripes).
What I have discovered, after asking random
people “in the know,” is that fashion today is
determined by a combination of the Kardashian sisters (who have become famous for doing
nothing) and Instagram, a social network computer app that could allow folks to explore just
about anything if they weren’t spending all their
time following the Kardashians.
What do these Kardashians have that everyone wants? Nobody asked me, but if they did,
I still couldn’t figure it out. But there WAS this
nice pair of grey sweatpants that one of them
was modelling that looked pretty cool. I really
do need something new to wear out to the
wood pile! Don’t quite know what I’ll do with
the matching halter top. And maybe I’ll add an
artisan rock necklace. Like they say, everything
old is new again. Watch out world; Stylin’ Shilo’s
on his way . . . .
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A Tale of Woe
I’ll tell you a story, a story so sad,
Of the island of Salt Spring, where the roads are so bad,
Of businesses thriving to this very day,
Repairing the autos of people who pay
Exceedingly high taxes, which are oft sent away.
Why is it so, that this should occur?
The people who pay them can’t even demur,
But grin and cough up, but with some hesitation,
For is it not so, that sans representation
Such taxes do cause the greatest vexation?
Perhaps we can change this in an orderly way,
To those who will listen to what we do say,
About roadways and pathways, and what to do next
When problems arise that make us perplexed,
I’m sure we can do this and stop being vexed.
For the roadways and pathways are ours to enjoy,
So making them decent would thus us employ
Those taxes aforesaid on-island retain
And then we could stop the constant complain
Of off-island decisions that give us such pain.
Photo by Jen MacLellan

A LIFE IN PICTURES: Artfully displayed photos at the Sally Sunshine memorial event at Beaver Point Hall

Colin Lawler,
S a lt S p r i n g

on Saturday. An exhibit of Sally’s artwork runs at ArtSpring from March 31 through April 9.

Exceptional MLA

MORE LETTERS
continued from 7

Tribute to Maria
Maria Graham of Salt Spring,
who died in January, represented a
higher plane to me.
She was without judgement; a
woman of deep knowledge and
wisdom grown from a lifetime of
compassion. A veritable goddess,
she was my hero. She was the
mother I could not be, sheltering
and embracing my young daughter Jana, giving her a family during
troubled times.
If it takes a village, Maria was my
village. The memory of her quiet
presence and generous heart lives
in my bones. My head bows in her
memory and my heart goes out to
her husband Roland and the family.
DORISE JOLICOEUR,
Chaplin, SASK.

It sometimes seems these days
that true democracy is under
threat from all sides. In one country after another, we witness the
rise of clearly inadequate and
extreme politicians apparently
intent on dividing and misleading, rather than on truly representing their constituents.
It makes it all the more important for us, therefore, to recognize
and give our support whenever we
encounter an exceptional elected
representative who actually cares
about their community and delivers the results that are needed.
Prime minister, premier — those
roles are important, of course, but
in practical terms our local MLA
in some ways can do as much or
more to bring effective solutions
and concrete improvements to
daily life on Salt Spring.

POD
PROGRAM
Do you know someone who loves to help
others, is interested in disasters; man-made
or nature-made, has a telephone, computer or loud
voice, can organize a few people without bribing
them, loves to talk about current weather related
issues that interest you and your neighbours, then
that person might be the perfect person to join the
POD program and help out your neighbourhood.

Please contact Laurel Hanley and
ssidepc@crd.bc.ca or call 250-537-1220
if you know of such a person or if you
would like to be part of a POD.
www.prepareyourself.ca
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We’ve been really lucky to have
Gary Holman as our MLA, and
in the three decades I’ve lived
here, there’s no question that he
has outshone his predecessors.
In terms of his integrity, his hard
work, his willingness to listen and
then apply thoughtful and creative problem-solving skills to the
needs of all his constituents, I can
only wish that every politician in
this country brought that same
caring, honesty and diligence
to work with them each morning. Our province and our nation
would be in good hands, if only
that were so.
It is becoming more apparent
each day that everyone in the
present B.C. Liberal government
has run out of any ideas about
how to effectively lead the province into a new era, and how to
solve the enormous challenges
posed by a new economy, new
technologies and a potential new
human-induced climate catastrophe.
Reliance on outmoded strategies of endless resource extraction, subservience to out-of-province fossil-fuel corporate donors,
liquidating the old-growth forests,
wiping out essential farmland
needed to feed us all, polluting
the water on which we all depend,
building more mega-projects like
Site C, and the rest of the nightmare B.C. Liberal agenda — this
path obviously will not carry us
into a future that any of us want
to witness.
It really is time now for a turn
towards a much more rational, constructive and humane
approach in both our government
and our society. This approach
should be grounded not in making
wealthy polluting corporations
wealthier still, but focus instead
on addressing the real needs of
people, communities and our
environment. We all need clean
water, sustainable jobs, health
care and public services. The NDP
can deliver that new direction. I
doubt that any other party can.
Please give your continuing
support to Gary Holman as our
MLA. He has accomplished a great
deal for our community.
Rodney Polden,
S a lt S p r i n g

Avoid ecocide
The following was sent to the
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee
and filed with the Driftwood for
publication.
I fully support Oona McOuat’s
presentation regarding microcell
installation and the unknown
dangers of WiFi to the environment.
My wife and I have managed very well running businesses
without cell phones (or a smart
meter) and use only the connected landline for phone and internet.
Coincidentally, there were
recent discussions on CBC’s The
Current and Marketplace regarding cell phones and human cancer
(although no mention of WiFi’s
effect on sentient beings) and, not
surprisingly, almost all research,
even up to World Health Organization standards, is funded by
cell-phone companies.
It has taken 30 long years for
any politicians to even begin to
acknowledge the obvious impact
of human civilization on global
warming and they have been
completely silent as WiFi and the
Internet of Things proliferates the
natural world.
One can easily and truthfully say
“follow the money” or the fear of
challenging “growth,” but Derrick
Jensen’s most recent book called
The Myth of Human Supremacy
digs to the heart of our destructive
culture and our inability to absorb
the looming ecocide around us.
Rick Laing,
S a lt S p r i n g

Support the fire
board

At first, the idea of paying an
honorarium to our volunteer fire
board members seemed a bit
much to me (“Fire board seats
still up for grabs,” March 22 Driftwood).
I know there is real concern in
the community about out-of-control fire department costs. But I’m
sure that, unless we have a competent and dedicated fire board,
we can face some serious problems.

I’ve had the opportunity to
meet trustee Howard Holzapfel,
who suggested the honorarium,
and I’m convinced we are very
fortunate to have him and other
trustees working to provide a viable fire and rescue service while
keeping costs under control.
While I’m relieved that the
option of abolishing our fire
department is off the table now,
I appreciate that former trustee
Norbert Schlenker is still willing
to work on the finance and audit
committee.
Let’s see what this new board
can accomplish, hopefully with a
solid base of community support.
JAN SLAKOV,
S a lt S p r i n g

Grandmothers
campaign
On behalf of the Salt Spring
Grand(m)others to Grandmothers, I’d like to report that
this year’s Scrabble fundraiser
receipts total over $15,000. We are
over the moon!
We thank our wonderfully generous community, friends, colleagues and family for making
this such a successful event.
Funds collected in Canada for
the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s
Grandmothers Campaign will go
very far indeed in sub-Saharan
Africa where HIV/AIDS is still a
deadly pandemic. Indomitable
grandmothers not only care for
their grandchildren orphaned by
AIDS but lead the way in innovative grassroots responses to the
pandemic — responses that are
transforming their communities
and helping to turn the tide of
HIV and AIDS. After 30 years of
dealing with the pandemic, they
are the experts. In 15 countries,
300 projects are funded by the
Grandmothers Campaign.
Our online fundraising site is
open until the end of March. If
you don’t care to donate online,
please feel free to contact me at
jtarswell@gmail.com or 250-5370675.
Jill Tarswell,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 9
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Water supply and incorporation: are they compatible?
By HUGH GREENWOOD
I had planned to write this
note to our islands trustees in search of answers but
thought it might be of general interest to Driftwood
readers. Perhaps a reader
can offer an answer.
For general background,
readers may be aware that
considerable effort has
gone into trying to understand the relationship
between demand and supply of Salt Spring water. The
most recent official community plan (2007) contains a section from the
Potable Water Focus Group
stressing the points that
all our water falls from the
sky, and that surface water
supplies from our lakes will
be severely stressed in the
event of a major drought if
full build-out of currently
zoned properties is allowed.
About half of our popu-

l a t i o n c u r re n t l y re l i e s
on water drawn from the
lakes and about half from
groundwater drawn from
both private wells and water
districts. A few rely entirely
on catching rainwater and
storing it.
For the surface water
the main problem is one of
storage to deal with times
of drought. For the groundwater there are areas where
the supply is already overstressed or of poor quality.
Drought can only make this
worse.
Remedies can include
conservation, storage, regulation (including building
code changes), rainwater
catchment and metering.
The OCP recommended
urgent attention to the collection of scientific data to
enable fact-based planning
and implementation for the
future.

MORE LETTERS
continued from 8

Chamber thanks
S a l t S p r i n g I s l a n d ’s n e w
Home and Garden Show was a
resounding success and attracted attendance of 350 on Friday
night (March 17) and 950 on
Saturday.
Organized by Salt Spring’s
C h a m b e r o f Co m m e rc e, we
would like to thank all the premier sponsors and the Driftwood

INDEPTH
There has been a good
beginning to the collection
of data. Dr. Diana Allen of
Simon Fraser University has
been studying the groundwater problems of the Gulf
Islands for several years and
some of these studies have
been based on Salt Spring.
There is a long list of earlier
studies by consultants and
government scientists, and
now the Local Trust Committee with the Salt Spring
Island Watershed Protection Authority has formalized a continuing analysis
of water supply problems
and engaged a professional
consulting group to provide
an analysis of our supply/
demand position and a full
“water-budget” analysis.
The Salt Spring Water

for providing such an excellent
promotional insert last week. We
also send a big thank you to all
the other generous sponsors
and the vendors, their families
and the volunteers that brought
the Home and Garden Show so
much success. These community businesses not only bring us
their products and services but
provide employment and support to many islanders, community groups and families.
At a time when we are getting
excited about new projects and
freshening up our gardens and

Council has provided guidance and coordination of
scientific data and the Water
Preservation Society is very
active in promoting awareness of water problems and
coordinating study efforts
and conservation.
In summary, there is a
well-documented awareness of present and possible
future problems with our
water supply and recognition that the island must
address these in a proactive way. Islanders will recall
the difficulties that arose
around water with the proposed development of the
Bullocks Lake property and
the ongoing legal problems
with trying to continue the
development of Channel
Ridge.
We have a good beginning to the collection and
analysis of the data needed
to give background to the

homes, there were many ideas
on display to inspire a springtime theme of creativity indoors
and out.
The event showcased over 40
local businesses, including specialized trades, financial services, retail, alternative energy and
building supplies, plus community service and volunteer organizations. All had the opportunity to “show and tell” islanders and their friends about their
products and services.
A special “thank you” to Janet
Clouston, our tireless execu-

decisions that will have to
be made. These decisions
include zoning, lot sizes,
maximum allowed buildout, enforced water collection and storage, metering and monitoring of all
groundwater sources and
the criteria for establishing the adequacy of a well
to provide sufficient water
without negatively impacting neighbouring properties.
Modified building codes
to ensure that new construction will include rainwater collection and storage as part of the permitting
process may also be part of
the solution.
The point of this article
is a search for an answer
to the following question:
If Salt Spring incorporates,
will the new mayor and
council have the power
and authority, in addition

tive director, for her endless
efforts in organizing and driving
so many of the event’s details,
and to Cheryl Roehlig, the event
c o o rd i n a t o r, a n d o f c o u r s e
chamber staff Gail Beattie and
Len Brown, and the many volunteers who helped with this
event.  
Thank you also to Barry Dunster and the Farmers’ Institute
for being such great hosts, and
to everyone who attended.
JEREMY MILSOM, for
S a lt S p r i n g C h a m b e r o f
Commerce Board

to the will, to draw up and
enforce regulations and
laws to safeguard our water
supply?
If the answer is “no,” I
would have to vote against
incorporation.
If the answer is “yes,” then
a voter can fall back on the
facts and analysis presented
by the incorporation study
with the knowledge that it
is at least possible that our
future water needs can be
managed.
The writer is a retired
professor of geology and
geological engineering, a
retired professional engineer, a former member
of the Salt Spring Water
Council, a former member
of the potable water group
from the OCP study and
the author of a recent geological map of Salt Spring
Island.

End subsidies
It is long past time to eliminate
subsidies to the fossil-fuel industries that promote short-term gains
in exchange for irreversible climate
change.
Like other advanced countries,
Canada should channel efforts to
support clean energy technologies.
This will provide long-term jobs and
reduce Canada’s embarrassingly
large carbon footprint. It’s time to end
fossil-fuel subsidies once and for all.
Peggy Olive,
S a lt S p r i n g

Planned referendum date offends
The following letter was sent to Peter
Fassbender, Minister of Community,
Sport and Cultural Development, and
filed with the Driftwood for publication.

be no less upsetting than if you
had chosen the weekend of the Salt
Spring Fall Fair or the Salt Spring
Apple Festival.
2. On top of this, many people
rely on their incomes from the Saturday market.
Our island artisans and farmers, many of them
politically savvy to the economic violence perpetrated by your government (i.e. trumped-up
fiscal surpluses while one in five B.C. children
go hungry every day) may themselves complain
at the disruption to the already delicate equilibrium of our busy summer weekend.
3. This late vote of a highly polarized local
issue with many provincial implications also
negatively affects the overall tone and timbre of
our collective summer. You promised it earlier
and failed in this promise.
4. And finally, the week after school starts is
also one of the most stressful of the year for
parents and children and so the timing of this
referendum represents a sorely added burden.
Again, it’s a clear example of your out-of-touch,
cruel policies and procedures.
I strongly encourage you to change this date
while considering that we, as a progressive
populace, one that is highly skilled as creative
event planners, have in the past proven to be
effective when mobilizing against such divisive
strategies.
Perhaps it was all an ill-considered mistake on
your part and you will show your accountability
by correcting it.

InREsponse

By ROBERT BIRCH
By choosing Sept. 9 as the date to hold a voter
referendum on Salt Spring Island, your government continues to reveal how out of touch you
are with the general public and/or willfully acting out of political self-interest.
Your choice has left many of us to believe that
your government has leveraged the situation for
a low voter turn-out to your own political benefit.
We’re also left to wonder who advised you in this
direction.
Here are three significant reasons that indicate
you have made a mistake in choosing this date:
1. For over the past decade, Salt Spring Pride
weekend has been a significant cultural celebration of diversity, one that also provides a
tremendous economic boon to this community
with several hundred visitors.
The roads in Ganges get blocked off as up to
2,000 people gather to enjoy the Pride march.
This annual interruption is an act of grace by
our local, highly supportive community to make
this day possible. Your chosen date strains the
graciousness offered by this mostly welcomed
disruption.
Overall, to overshadow one of the most progressive Pride events in North America (inclusive of indigenous elders, Black Lives Matter
and trans youth) is a tremendous insult to our
intersecting communities. Your mistake would

The writer has long been involved with Salt
Spring Pride events.

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF THE
NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR
THE ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES
Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting, to be held
on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at 7:00 pm at the Community Gospel Chapel,
147 Vesuvius Bay Road, TWO trustees are to be elected. One to serve
for a period of three years and one to serve for a period of two years.
Nomination of candidates for these positions must be made in writing,
duly signed, seconded, with signature of agreement by the nominee,
and delivered to the District Office at or before 12:00 noon, Monday,
April 10, 2017.
NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR
To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 years of age or
older, an owner, or spouse of an owner of land in the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District, and entitled to be registered as a voter under
the Elections Act. Visit the “Who We Are” and “Becoming a Trustee”
pages on our website for more information about the role of a Trustee.
Nomination forms are available at the District Office and online in the
Documents/Forms section of our website.
Anne Williams
Office Manager
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1
(250) 537-9902
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

ART SCENE

Steffich Fine Art gallery celebrates 25 years in Ganges
Open house begins
season of special events
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

April Fool’s Day on Salt Spring
generally brings out some typical
island-centred pranks: a false bill-

board announcing the coming of
McDonald’s, Walmart or Tim Hortons
is almost to be expected.
This April 1, though, the joke is on
fate or whatever cosmic forces govern
the laws of island commerce, as Steffich Fine Art becomes the first local
gallery of work by multiple artists to
run for 25 years with a single owner.

steffichfineart
saltspringisland

established1992

is turning 25!

______________________________

______________________________

We are celebrating with an open house

Saturday, April 1st - 10 to 5
______________________________
No business on Salt Spring can survive
without the support of Salt Springers.
As our friend Bill Henderson so eloquently said
“if there’s no audience there just ain’t no show”.
We will be having a draw to win
a Judy Weeden ceramic artwork
as well as specials on select works of art.
Refreshments will be served all day.
______________________________
We look forward to seeing all of you.
It has been an amazing run with lots more to come!
Matt Steffich

For more details call 250-537-8448
steffichfineart.com

“No one’s ever done that — it’s
not for the faint of heart, that’s why,”
said gallery owner Matt Steffich.
A solid fixture of the West
Coast art scene, Steffich started
with a focus on indigenous art
(as Thunderbird Gallery) and
remains an important market
source for artists such as Norval Morrisseau and Abraham
Anghik Ruben. These days the
core group is formed by artists
from Salt Spring and the Gulf
Islands plus a select few from
other places like Vancouver and
Montreal.
The physical galler y space
i n G r a c e Po i n t S q u a re h a s
also changed over time, with
a recent facelift in December
and a shared throughway with
Salt Spring Air put in some years
back, but it’s hard to believe a
quarter of a century has passed.
“You get up in the morning,
you go to work and then it’s 25
years later,” Steffich said. “I had
no idea in 1992 that it would be
25 years.”
Steffich said it’s taken a “cast of
thousands” to get to this point,
include support from his family,
staff and the artists he represents. Being the most stubborn
of his mother’s four children has
no doubt helped. Steffich said
over the years he also discovered
a talent for being wily when it
comes to decision-making.
Special highlights for Steffich
include selling an artwork to
a woman who gifted it to Bill
Gates, providing a Morrisseau
painting to the National Gallery
of Canada and seeing Ruben
awarded the Order of Canada
last year. At that time, Steffich
realized three of his artists actually had received that honour,
and two of those had been honoured with shows at the Smithsonian Institute: Ruben and
Robert Bateman.
Steffich’s gallery in fact hosted the only exhibition Bateman
has ever done on Salt Spring.
The 2005 show was also the only
joint show he’s done with his
sons John and Alan.
“I never wanted to open this
gallery any place but on Salt
Spring,” Steffich said. “People
know about the arts here and if
they don’t when they arrive they
do when they leave. And it’s not
just the visual arts, it’s music,
theatre, filmmaking, writing. It’s
part of what makes the fabric of
this place.”
Steffich has a particular fondness for the “wing nuts and
eccentrics” that gravitate to the
island, being a key part of what
makes the island fascinating.
Supporting the arts and making a
living at the same time has been
the tricky part, but a worthwhile
pursuit in Steffich’s eyes.
“ Yo u’re h e l p i n g c re a t e a n

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Matt Steffich with a Peter McFarlane piece at his Steffich Fine Art gallery
in Grace Point Square. Steffich celebrates 25 years in business with special
events this year, beginning with an open house this Saturday, April 1.
environment that allows people
to be as creative as possible. I
think that’s one of the biggest
things we do here,” Steffich said.
Steffich recognizes the gallery
could not have lasted as long
as it has without the support of
the community. He’s worked to
help it grow and thrive in return
by serving on the Salt Spring
Chamber of Commerce and initiating new efforts to complete
the Ganges boardwalk, among
other things. He’s also offered
the gallery space free of charge
to anyone who wants to use it,
hosting everything from book
signings and scotch tastings to
wakes.

“People know about the
arts here and if they
don’t when they arrive
they do when they
leave.”
MATT STEFFICH
Steffich Fine Art
“At the core of all this is the
locals. It’s the community itself,”
Steffich said. “No business on

this island can survive without
the benefit of the locals. And
that’s why I contribute to the
community as much as I do — to
pay it back.”
This Saturday, April 1 is the
actual anniversary of the day the
gallery first opened in 1992. Steffich will be honouring that date
with a full-day open house with
treats, artists in attendance and
a prize draw for a Judy Weeden
pot. ( There’s still time to drop
by the gallery to fill out an entry
form before Saturday or join the
social media contest on Facebook or Twitter.)
Though previous events over
the past couple of years have
featured live music by Steffich’s
band, this time the big party
won’t take place until the July
1 weekend — and that one will
be big. Grace Point Square has
author ized a two-day block
party, which will include live
bands, a beer garden and a grill.
Other special anniversar y
events planned for the year are
a kids’ art show in May featuring artworks by two classes from
Salt Spring Elementary School,
and a big exhibition featuring
all the gallery artists in August.
Stay tuned for details closer to
the dates.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Mar 29

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Prayerful Lenten Concert.
Works of J.S. Bach, Johannes
Brahms as well as 20th-century
composers Samuel Barber
and Maurice Duruflé will be
performed by organist Tristan
Rhodes. All Saints By-the-Sea.
7 p.m.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Thur.

Mar 30

ACTIVITIES

Sat.

Apr 1

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Introductory Squash
Sessions.
Drop-in introductory sessions
at the new squash court at the
golf club. 7:30 p.m.

Thur.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
Exhibition on Screen

Fri. to Tues. 7pm Sun.
3pm matinee and 7pm

Starts Friday April 7th

One Day
Only
Thurs.
April 13th
3pm
matinee I Claude Monet
and 7pm
All Tickets $16
Email thefritz@hotmail.ca
to reserve tickets.

CINEMA

• Lion — Held over! Lion is an uplifting story about a boy lost on a train going
across India, far away from home. He learns to survive alone before being adopted by
Australians. 25 years later, he sets out to find his family.
• Exhibition on Screen: I, Claude Monet —Shot on location throughout Europe at
the very spots he painted, I, Claude Monet is a fresh and intimate cinematic exploration
of some of the most loved and iconic scenes in western art. One day only on Thursday,
April 13. 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to reserve tickets.
EXHIBITIONS

March 17th to 21st
Fri. to Tues. 7pm

• Sally Sunshine art exhibit opens at the ArtSpring
gallery
on Friday, March 31
Sun.
3pm matinee
with an opening reception at 4 p.m. and continues dailyand
through
7pm April 9, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., with special events at 1 p.m. most days.
• The Point Gallery on South Ridge Drive shows What is Hidden, lino-cuts by
Maura Byrne in the lower gallery, and Stay Still, drawings by Karen Andrews in
the upper gallery. Open Thursday through Monday, 1 to 5 p.m. until April 30, or by
appointment at 250-653-0089 or pointgallery@telus.net. Opening reception and
artist’s talk runs Sunday, April 2 from 2 to 5 p.m. Anna Gustafson’s Snow Fence labyrinth is open any time, any day until dark.

Susan Benson Art Opening.
Opening reception for Distant
Glimpses, a new show of pastel
drawings. Duthie Gallery. 5 to
7 p.m.
The Art of the Slideshow in
the Digital Age.
David Wisdom presents a retrospective of some of his best gallery and festival shows as well
as a richly varied selection of
projected work from Salt Spring
artists. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Sun.

Sun.

Apr 2

ACTIVITIES

Art Reception: Patricia
Brown.
Reception for show of Patricia
Happy Daze.
Brown’s paintings, which are on
High-energy ‘50s/early ‘60s
exhibit at the library in April.
dance band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. Library Program Room. 5 p.m.

Fri.

LMarchI31stO
N
to April 4th

Apr 1

ACTIVITIES

Lend Me a Tenor.
See Friday’s listing.

Classic Rock Bingo.
Thursdays at Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. ACTIVITIES
Saturday Market in the
Park.
ACTIVITIES
Salt Spring’s famous market,
Mar 31 with all locally produced crafts,
Library Spring Break Camp.
Free activities: Skink on the
food and and goods, opens for
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Brink StoryTime for kids ages 5
the season. Centennial Park.
to 7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, Lend Me a Tenor.
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Inside Out movie matinee Salt Spring Community Theatre
for kids ages 8 to 12 from 1:30 presents riotous comedy set
CFUW Meeting.
to 3 p.m. Sign up at the library in the 1930s, with the Grand
Discussion will be on Wise
Opera
Company’s
future
or call 250-537-4666.
Women: Herstory. SSI Baptist
depending on world-famous
Church, with entry at the rear.
tenor
Tito
Morelli.
Not
suitable
Songjam.
10 a.m.
for children. Mahon Hall. 7:30
Pub-style singalong to the
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s p.m. Cash bar opens 45 minutes Gary Holman Election Office
before the show.
Pub. 7:30 p.m.
Open House.
Meet the team at #203-104
ACTIVITIES
Lower Ganges Rd., above
Library Spring Break Camp. Ganges Pharmasave. 11 a.m.
Free activities: Storyteller
to 1 p.m.
Anne Glover uses her signature
Mar 30 string figures to tell stories
StoryTime in the Park.
from around the globe. For kids Library event moves outside
ACTIVITIES
ages 5 to 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12
to the gazebo in Centennial
Salt Spring Weavers and
noon. Sign up at the library or Park. All ages welcome, best for
Spinners Guild.
call 250-537-4666.
ages 3 to 6. Parent supervision
Meets every Thursday at
required.
ArtSpring at 10:30 a.m.
Sally Sunshine Art Exhibit
Reception.
Sally Sunshine Art Show Library Spring Break Camp. Opening reception for show at Special Event.
Free activities: Paper crafts for ArtSpring gallery. 4 p.m.
Susan Cogan sings from her
kids ages 5 to 7 from 10:30 a.m.
upcoming CD called Nine
to 12 noon, and for kids ages 8 Games Night.
Goddess Tales at the Sally
to 12 from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Sign Board games every Friday in
Sunshine Art Show at ArtSpring.
up at the library or call 250the Salt Spring Library Program 1 p.m.
537-4666.
Room. 6 to 9 p.m.

er
d ov 1 hr 59 min
hel
Rating: G

Sat.

Apr 2

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Lend Me a Tenor.
See Friday’s listing, except the
time is at 2 p.m.

Tue.

Apr 4

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Wed.

Apr 5

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

The Point Gallery Art Show
Reception.
Opening event and artists’ talk
with Maura Byrne and Karen
Andrews at The Point. 2 to 5
p.m.

Salt Spring United Executive
Meeting.
Everyone welcome to SS United
soccer club executive meeting.
GISS Multi-purpose room. 6 p.m.

Youth Spring Soccer League.
Weekly five-a-side soccer
games for youth of various
ages begins at Portlock Park
today, sponsored by Windsor
Plywood. Sessions start at
4:30 p.m. Info/register: www.
saltspringsoccer.com

Mon.

Floor Hockey.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall.
7:30 p.m.

Apr 3

SS Search & Rescue AGM.
SAR hall at 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Fire Trustees All-Candidates
Meeting.
Three candidates for two trustee
seats outline their positions and
answer questions. Lions Hall.
7 p.m.

Trivia Tuesday.
Sally Sunshine Art Show
At Moby’s Pub. 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Special Event.
Talking Circle takes place as part
Successful Communications.
of Sally Sunshine art show at
An informative and inspiring
ArtSpring. 1 p.m.
Apr 5 workshop on building communication skills with the potential
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
The Truth About Cancer:
of transforming your life and
A Global Quest Complete
Tea à Tempo: Bread & Roses. the world around you begins
Documentary Series.
Recital features the vocal Bread today. Library Program Room.
First film in nine-part
and Roses, better known as
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
series — The True History
Kevin Wilkie and Barbara Slater.
of Chemotherapy & the
All Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m. Songjam.
Pharmaceutical Monopoly — followed by tea and treats.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
presented at the Salt Spring
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.

Wed.

ACTIVITIES

Sally Sunshine Art Show
Special Event.
Lisa Maxx performs excerpts
from “letters to sally” as part
of Sally Sunshine art show at
ArtSpring. 1 p.m.
Rollerblading.
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Tue.

Apr 4

ACTIVITIES

Sally Sunshine Art Show
Special Event.
Song Circle takes place as part
of Sally Sunshine art show at
ArtSpring. 1 p.m.

noticed
g etboard

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.
Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!
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• Distant Glimpses, new pastels by Susan Benson, is at the Duthie Gallery on
Churchill Road from April 1 to May 7. Reception on Sat., April 1 from 5 to 7 p.m. Hours
are Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by appointment at 250-537-9606.
• Steffich Fine Art begins 25th anniversary celebrations with an all-day open house
on Saturday, April 1.
• Patricia Brown shows paintings in the Salt Spring Library Program Room
through April, beginning with a reception on Saturday, April 1 at 5 p.m.
• Looking Up, a joint display of art by Suzanne Prendergast and photography by Bill
Underwood, is in the ArtSpring lobby from April 1 to 29. Until then, Johanna Hoskins
exhibits in the ArtSpring lobby.
• Will Millar shows paintings at Gallery 8 daily through April 7.
• Robert Potter shows oil landscape paintings from his travels at KiZmit Galeria
and Cafe until April 2, Thursdays through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.-ish.
• Kristin Shoolbraid’s artwork is on display at TJ Beans through March.
• Judy McPhee shows photographs with a theme of automobiles at Embe’s sandwich shop through March and April.
• An exhibit of oil paintings by Sibylle Leimbigler is on display through March in the
Salt Spring Library Program Room.
• Margaret Ann Argiro shows photographs from Haida Gwaii in the hallway at Salt
Spring Coffee Co.

Lend Me a Tenor runs March 31, April 1 & 2.
Saltspring Driftwood Ad March 29 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

David Wisdom:
The Art of the Slideshow
in the Digital Age
Saturday, April 1, 7:30 p.m.
ArtSpring

noticed
getboard
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Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.
Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!
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DUPLICATE

Gender balance flowers at first spring games
Game winners thrive

BridgeTricks

By JILL EVANS
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r

Well, for U.S. college basketball fans this is the
period of March Madness which, of course, lasts
until April’s first week when the National Collegiate Athletic Association championship is
decided.
You may have thought it had something to
do with the currently insane world politics, but
no. This year we’ve had our own version and the
contenders are those who can get through the
totally crazy weather to Monday evening bridge
at Seniors.

March 6 saw five full tables make it through
unexpected snow remains and it was Ian Thomas with Zelly Taylor who rose to the top with a
slam dunk. Nick Beringer and Patricia Sutherland
returned from balmy weather in PV to make a fast
break into second, and Patricia Hewett with Bob
Morrisette bounced into third place. Liz and Oleh
Mycyk dribbled neatly into the fourth spot.
By March 13 the snow was gone but madness
persisted in that some parts of our island were
enveloped in fog. To boot, all the winners but

one were men. It was George Laundry with Terry
Clement at the pinnacle, with Jeff Bell and Brent
Vickers just edging out Trinlay MacPhee and Ted
Bartrim. They were followed up by the HewettMorrisette pair. Will the next madness see an
Amazonian takeover by the ladies?
On March 20 spring had officially sprung but
winter was unwilling to let her go and it was still
chilly. There were four full tables and no, it wasn’t
a takeover by the ladies, but a balanced set of winners topped by George Laundry with Jeff Bell (two
men). Second place went to two women — Gisela
Welsh and Joan Byrne. Then third and fourth were
male-female with Oleh and Liz Mycyk in third
spot followed by Ian Thomas and Zelly Taylor.

CONCERTS

Bread and Roses play Tea à Tempo
Kevin Wilkie and Barbara Slater share gift of
song with concert
The next Tea à Tempo concert on Wednesday, April 5 features the vocal duo Bread and Roses, better known as Kevin
Wilkie and Barbara Slater.
“The two Salt Spring islanders have long been appreciated
for their many gifts, which they have generously shared with
the community since moving to the island in 1979. Although
they raised a family and built a successful business in the
meantime, their busy lives did not hamper their enthusiasm
and love of music,” a press release explains.
Wilkie and Slater began singing together when they first
met. They have performed in musical theatre and with local
choirs, and have sung at many benefits and celebrations.
Wilkie is well known for his participation in the long-running
Christmas with Scrooge, and Slater for her accomplishments
as a ceremonial singer and song leader.
For a number of years they have collaborated in Ubuntu
Sacred Song Circles, a global choir network founded by Shivon Robinson and Dennis Donnelly of the Gettin’ Higher
Choir in Victoria, of which Slater is a member. The two artists
have been leading song circles on Salt Spring since 2005.
During their April 5 performance, Bread and Roses will
offer their favourite songs from four decades of singing and
working together. They will be performing music in the folk
and gospel traditions of North America and the British Isles,
including favourites such as the traditional Mahri’s Wedding,

DAVID

WISDOM
SAT APR 1 | 7:30PM

Generously sponsored by Seth Berkowitz

DAVID WISDOM AND SLIDESHOWS

250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

D i s t a n t
photo courtesy Tea a Tempo

Adults: $23 Youth: $5

G l i m p s e s

new pastels by Susan Benson

Barb Slater and Kevin Wilkie are Bread and Roses. They will
perform favourite songs at All Saints on April 5.
I’ve Been Workin’ on the Railway, You’ve Got a Friend by Carole King, and many more.
The concert begins at 2:10 p.m. at All Saints By-the-Sea,
with admission by donation, and is followed by optional tea
and treats.

April 1–May 7, 2017
Artist Reception April 1 | 5 – 7 pm

EXHIBITIONS

Black and white art featured at The Point
Spring show opens season
with Sunday reception
The Point Gallery opens the 2017
season this Sunday, April 2 with a
show featuring two graduates from
the Alberta College of Art and Design,
whose elegant monochromatic work
brings the two halves of our worlds
together.
The two artists have been active
since finishing their studies in the
1990s and are both familiar with island
life. Maura Byrne spends her winters
on Salt Spring and her summers on the
prairies, while Karen Andrews’ work is
familiar to islanders from three previous shows at The Point.
“Using only black and white they
have succeeded in bringing a quiet
but intense reality to both the dark
world of night and dreams and the
clear light of our every day,” a gallery
press release explains.
The Lower Gallery will feature What
is Hidden, a show of linocut prints by

Byrne.
“In Byrne’s black on white linocuts
the minimalism of a process perfectly
understood is balanced by the complexity of her subject matter. The simplicity of her approach adds to the
intensity of these images taken from
small thumbnail sketches in the artist’s dream journals kept over many
years,” the press release states. “With
economy and precision she searches
out the essentials of contour, line and
space to scale up these small drawings and give each print an individual
character and substance appropriate
to that particular dream, rendering
them real, presenting the viewer with
a way into a very personal and hidden
world.”
Byrne holds a masters degree in
psychology as well as her MFA. She
will give a short presentation at the
opening reception on the use of
dreams as a source of inspiration for
creativity and the unlocking of the
unconscious.
Drawings from Karen Andrews’

Stay Still series are shown in the
Upper Gallery. Andrews first set out
to record the intimate relationship of
herself and her newborn son Sam 14
years ago. Ten of this series of more
than 50 drawings were previously
shown at The Point in a group show
that looked at the artist as mother,
with all the conflicts of choice that
brings to life.
“Sam has grown up and his mother has continued to make art in her
home and record an ordinary Canadian way of life, recognizable to all of
us,” the press release notes.
The opening reception is set for 2
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, with the show
running to April 30.
The gallery is open Thursday to
Monday, 1 to 5 p.m. or by appointment.
Visitors also have the opportunity to see Snow Fence by Anna Gustafson. The installation in the field
below the gallery will be held over
through the spring and summer, and
remains open every day until dark.

125 Churchill Rd. Salt Spring Island
duthiegallery.com | 250-537-9606
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CONCERTS

Viva Chorale salutes Emily Carr
Songs, texts and images
in store on April 8 & 9

River and producing her most
iconic work, she all but gave up
painting for 15 years while running a rooming house in Victoria.
“She’d gone through a lot of
hardship. She battled depression and faced a lot of criticism
but continued painting. Finally, at the very end of her life,
she started to get recognition,”
Young said.
Carr was also an accomplished writer. She was nicknamed Klee Wyck or “the laughing one” by the Nuu-chah-nulth
of Vancouver Island, and gave
this name to her book about
h e r e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h Fi r s t
Nations peoples. Carr’s writing and journal entries form an
important function in the concert: some of the song lyrics are
her words set to music, and in
other cases readings from her
work and about her life will be
interspersed between the choral
pieces.

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

It can be said that spring has two starts to it. The first is the exact moment the Sun
enters Aries and the second is the New Moon in Aries. Both have occurred now
on March 20 and 27th, respectively. We can also analyze both of these events more
closely using the lenses of Astrology to gain a deeper understanding of the themes.
Aries is the first sign of the Zodiac and, in some respects and in some cultures,
actually, it can be understood as the beginning of the year, the New Year. After all,
Winter Solstice indicates the beginning of winter. It can all seem a little confusing
unless one appreciates the overlaying principle of cycles. As well, like a seed, it
must first germinate and then sprout. Spring reveals the sprouts and buds leading
to leaves and flowers. As you may be aware, in this Universal 1-Year, spring is extra
special and, looking to the world stage, quite complex. Learn more in my recent
Newsletter, sign-up is free on my website.
...............................................................................................................
Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22) Some significant
starts on relationship fronts are
underway. Some of these are destined
to activate new relationships altogether
and/or fresh initiatives. However, some
could well prove fleeting despite the
initial excitement. It is all part of the
dance of destiny so trust the flow.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A series of
dynamic if complex circumstances
are underway. Patience is a
keyword and how you respond to
people and situations now could
prove pivotal, for better or worse.
Slow down and avoid righteous and
expectant reactions. Observe what
is happening and accept it as clues
about how you need to adapt.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A
playful cycle continues as does
your need to engage with increased
determination. A wide array of
interactions with people includes at
least as many ideas and perspectives
to consider. Positively, you are in a
position to receive as much as to give
and the result could be recognized as
a wealth of exchanges.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): A process
of pushing through barriers continues.
There are two ways you can go, the
literal or the magical. The literal implies
actually removing or obstacles, walls
and even people from your life. The
magical way refers to clearing old
beliefs, attitudes, interpretations and
self-concepts and watching the outer
reflections change.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Thoughts
are always the first stage of creation.
These then grow into dreams, visions,
plans, goals and intentions in the
second phase. Action to actualize
these comes next and follow through
can be called stage four. Thus,
creation includes looking back to
stage one, frequent review of stage
two and consistent focus on stage
three. Chip chop!
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): A new and
exciting momentum is building. That
Solar Eclipse in your sign in late
February is destined to activate or
synchronize with significant events
in your life. Again, some will be outer
events while others will stem from
your own initiatives, and probably
both. Answer the call!

Viva Chorale choir will kick off
celebrations for Canada’s 150th
anniversary this April with a concert program that honours the
quintessential Canadian artist
Emily Carr.
Directed by Caroni Young and
accompanied by Diana English,
the community choir will sing
The World of Small in tribute to
Carr’s life and art with two shows
at ArtSpring on April 8 and 9. The
repertoire reflects everything
from her childhood in Victoria
with English Presbyterian parents to her adult reputation for
smoking, cussing and humour.
Young found it was a natural
choice to focus on Carr as a way
to celebrate Canada.
“Emily Carr has always been
an inspiration for me in my life,”
she said. “I just love her paintings — they’re fabulous. And
after reading a biography I’ve
learned more about what she
went through as an artist at that
point in Canada’s history. For
Canada’s birthday I thought it
would be nice to share a little
more about her with the audience.”
Young points out that for Salt
Spring, Carr was practically a
local, as she both came into the
world and left it in Victoria. Born
in 1871, the year the colony of
British Columbia joined Canada, she was the first member of
her family to be Canadian.
Carr studied art in San Francisco from 1889-95, and further developed her practice in
England. She lived in France in
1910, where she was influenced
by the Fauves’ innovative colour
work that emphasized expression over realism. Then after
travelling alone to the villages
of Haida Gwaii and the Skeena

“Finally, at the very
end of her life, [Emily
Carr] started to get
recognition.”
CARONI YOUNG
Director,
Viva Chorale choir
The Emily Carr Suite and Klee
Wyck by Brian Tate are central
to the concert program. The
first is a new piece of music just
composed last year with lyrics
taken from Carr’s journals. Klee
Wyck is about Carr’s life, and
describes colour in nature, animals, the physicality of painting
and the importance of light.
Other song selections reflect
Carr’s relationship with the people of the West Coast, as well
as the exposure her paintings
brought to First Nations and

their culture all across the country.
“People at the time mostly didn’t
understand why she would paint
‘Indian art,’” Young explained.
She added that indigenous art
was not widely recognized as
such or as being significant to
dominant society. In fact, official
Canada was doing everything it
could to obliterate First Nations
culture by banning potlatches
and forcing children into residential schools. When Carr’s paintings of northern B.C. villages
and totems came to the wider
attention in Ontario through the
Group of Seven, a shift began to
take place.
Songs reflecting this aspect of
Carr’s influence include Grandmother Moon, featuring words
by Mi’kmaq poet Mary Louise
Martin with music arranged by
Eleanor Daley, and Salish Song
by Derek Healey. There are
also songs complementing the
themes of colour, imagery and
nature by John Rutter, Alice Parker, Larry Nickel and others.
Monkey and Turtle by Australian composer Stephen Leek
is a fun way to honour Carr’s
eccentric character — she actually owned a monkey at one point
— while the Yorkshire folksong
Chickens in the Courtyard will
showcase the choir’s men and
Carr’s childhood.
Along with the songs and
readings, the concert will have
a strong visual component with
projections of Carr’s paintings, as
well as artwork in the Emily Carr
style by Salt Spring Middle School
art students.
“I think it’s very engaging,”
Young said of the program. “It will
take the audience beyond just
listening to music — they’ll be
immersed in the story of Emily’s
life, learning about her through
music, through paintings and
through stories.”
Shows take place Saturday,
April 8 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
April 9 at 2 p.m.
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Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) With Mercury
now in Taurus you can expect your
focus to become steadier. Yet with
Venus still retrograde, you may
still feel uncertain about what you
want regarding current interests.
Furthermore, as Venus re-enters
Pisces this vagueness may
increase. Positively, you will feel
more peaceful.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)A busy time
behind the scenes continues. Yet,
experiences destined to reveal
who are some of your truest and
trusted friends are likely. With your
ambitions to explore new territory
steadily increasing, the combined
energies could manifest as new
friendships and love interests.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) The time
has come to enter new territory. Yet
ironically, it may also manifest as a
journey down memory lane. Good
thing there are two of you so you
can enjoy both directions. Weaving
the experiences of both into a new
synthesis will prove inspiring and
may even manifest as inventiveness
and opportunity.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) A wave
of new initiatives and experiences
implies a breakthrough period.
You may not feel sure of your
willingness to commit yet. That may
take another 2-3 weeks. Accept it
as a trial period. There may be other
stages of initiation and development
as well. Take your time to decide.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You are
beginning to see your place in the
world as with new eyes. Already,
your ambitions are strong. Yet,
you remain in the waiting room,
so to speak. It may take a few
weeks before you officially make
a new start. The returns from the
new ventures implied could prove
significant. If interested, focus.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22) You have
entered n accelerated period of
change. It may manifest as basically
as a shift of focus in alignment with
the new season. However, the
change could prove deeper than
that. Your focus is strong and your
drive equally so. This could prove to
be a promising opportunity to make
measurable progress.
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people&community
community

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

FILM

Seeds of change flourish in The Thinking Garden film
D.W. Salty
is looking for material
The
Garden
forThinking
his column,

Grandmothers
campaign fundraiser
at The Fritz
Islanders can enjoy an inspiring film with a South African
setting and meet those who
made it at an April 6 event at
The Fritz.
“Beautifully filmed against
t h e d r o u g h t n ow g r i p p i n g
southern Africa, The Thinking
Garden tells the inspiring story
of what can happen when older
women take matters into their
own hands and how local action
in food production can give
the most vulnerable a measure
of control over their food and
future,” explains a press release.
In the dying days of apartheid,
three generations of women in
a village in South Africa came
together to create a community garden. They called it “the
thinking garden” – hleketani
in the local xiTsonga language
– a place where women gather to think about how to effect
change. More than 25 years
later, the garden is still going
strong, providing fresh vegetables and new opportunities for
local people while helping to
confront the ravages of climate

tells
the inspiring
Streets
of
Salt
Spring
story of what can
Island.
happen when older
women take matters
into
their own hands.
If you have

information on any
of Campaign
our streets, of The Stephen
ers
please
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at:
i nus2006
i n re sponse to the
250-537-9933
or faced by Afriemerging
crisis
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
can
grandmothers struggling
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Scene from The Thinking Garden film, which screens at The Fritz next
Thursday, April 6.
change, poverty and HIV/AIDS
in a community pushed to the
edge.
This short film — 35 minutes — in xiTsonga with English subtitles will be followed
by an opportunity to buy the
farm’s cookbook for aquestion
and answer session with the
filmmakers. They are Elizabeth
Vibert, a University of Victoria
professor, and Christine Welsh,

a filmmaker who lives on Salt
Spring.
Next Thursday’s screening
is co-sponsored by the Salt
Spring Island Grand(m)others
to Grandmothers (G2Gs) and
the Salt Spring Garden Club.
Ticket proceeds will be shared
between the project profiled in
the film and the Grandmothers
Campaign of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation. The Grandmoth-

D.W. Salty

training;
HIV/AIDS
is looking
foreducation,
material
vocational training for youth;
for human
his column,
legal and
rights training
around violence against women
and property rights. And as with
the garden in the film, income is
generated through projects like
community gardens, seed sharing and animal rearing.
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HEALTH

Video series explores cancer
Treatment and prevention
options shared Monday
evenings at the library
“You have cancer.”
According to islander Jim Welsh,
those could be the three most frightening words a person will ever hear. He
says they will be followed by pressure to
enroll in a program of chemo, radiation
or surgery.
Beginning on Monday, April 3 at 7
p.m., Welsh will present a free ninepart video series titled The Truth About
Cancer - A Global Quest. The first film is
called The True History of Chemotherapy & the Pharmaceutical Monopoly.
The April 10 film is called Cancer-Facts
and Fictions, Breast Cancer, Hormones,
Skin Cancer and Essential Oils. The
series takes a break until May 1, and
then runs every Monday evening until
June 12.
For people who already have cancer,
Welsh says the series will introduce
them to the large number of options
available so they can decide whether to
pursue modern allopathic or alternative treatments or a combination of the
two.
“Most importantly, though, these videos will give you the information you

can use to prevent cancer in the first
place,” he said.
Welsh said that according to the
World Health Organization, men have
a 50-50 chance of developing cancer in
their lifetime and women’s chances are
one in three.
“Information is the key to choosing what to do and that is the purpose
of the video series to be shown at the
library,” he said.
The May-June films, all beginning
at 7 p.m. and averaging 90 minutes in
length, are as follows:
• May 1: Cancer Killing Viruses, Cancer Stem Cells, GMOs, Juicing and Eating the Rainbow.
• May 8: Excitotoxins that Fuel Cancer, Nature’s Pharmacy and Healing
Cancer with Sound and Light.
• May 15: Cancer Causing Blindspots,
Toxic Vaccines, Homeopathy & the
Power of Emotions.
• May 22: NOCEBO Effect, Healing Vaccines, Advanced Detoxing and
Going Inside a German Cancer Clinic.
• May 29: Heal Cancer with Clean
Electricity, Unique Water, Natural Sunlight & Combining Superfoods.
• June 5: Cannabis, Nature’s Epigenetic Switches, Peptides & Healing with
Micronutrient Therapy.
• June 12: Cancer Conquerers & Their
Powerful Stories of Victory.
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TRAIL & NATURE CLUB

Spring weather in time for outings
Salt Spring Trail and Nature
Club groups outline
schedule
Presentation
Thursday, April 20: Murray Coates
will give a presentation on Habitat
for Humanity, Global Village international work opportunities, and
nature watching in Trinidad and the
Grenadines (including the scarlet
ibis and leatherback turtles). Salt
Spring Librar y Program Room. 7
p.m.

overlook. It is a long hike with some
bushwhacking, returning along Burgoyne Bay. Meet at ArtSpring at 9:45
a.m. or at the Burgoyne Bay parking
lot at 10 a.m.
April 25: Lynn Thompson will lead
a moderate hike on Mount Tzouhalem, taking in the flower reserve
and summit. Meet at Portlock Park
at 8:40 a.m. to carpool on the 9:25
a.m. Vesuvius ferry.

#1 AD

ROTATE
Walkers

DONE FOR
mar 29

April 4: Yvonne Gibbon will lead a
walk through Duck Creek Park, then
along the road to Vesuvius Beach
where we will stop for lunch. This is
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
an easy, pleasant walk in the forest
Hikers
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
alongside the creek. Meet at Art• Mirrors & Shower Doors
TROY KAYE
April 4: Barry and Sheila Spence Spring at 10 a.m. to carpool or at
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates
will lead a hike on the Blue Trail on the trail entrance on Sunset Drive at
Maple Mountain. Meet at Portlock 10:10 a.m.
250-653-4148
Park for an 8:35 a.m. departure by
April 11: Meet at ArtSpring at 10
carpool to the Vesuvius ferry, and a.m. to pick a leader and a destinafrom the ferry to the trailhead at the tion.
end of Chilco Road.
April 18: Bill Gardam will lead us
PAUL REYNOLDS
Ap r i l 1 1 : A s h l e y Hi l l i a rd w i l l on a nature workshop. Suitable for
owner/operator
lead a moderately strenuous hike all, this will be more of a nature work250-537-4208
up Mount Maxwell from Seymour shop within a natural setting than
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca
Heights. Leave ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. primarily a walk. We will visit Ruckle
or meet at the corner of Dukes Road Park and observe, record and comJOSH LACY
and Fulford-Ganges Road at 10 a.m.
municate as we individually move
certified technician
April 18: Kees Visser will lead a slowly from the picnic area, up the
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and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING Please
FREEproof
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strenuous hike to the Bold Bluff stairs, through the campground and
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TILE & GROUT CLEANING

back again via Grandma’s Bay and
the historic buildings. Bring camera
(cell phones would be fine) and a
notepad to help develop your skills.
Instruction in camera technique will
be provided. Carpool if you like at 10
a.m. from ArtSpring or meet at 10:20
a.m. at the upper parking lot just past
the barn in Ruckle Park.
April 25: Jenny Meyer will lead a
beach walk along Walker Hook Road.
It’s a flat walk, but may be wet and
slippery under foot. Meet at ArtSpring at 10 a.m. or the Fernwood
Dock at 10:15. Lunch on the beach.

Ramblers
April 4: Join Betty Ball on a leader’s choice ramble. Meet at Centennial Park at 10 a.m. Bring a lunch.
April 11: Sterling and Maureen
McEachern will take us for a ramble
on Channel Ridge. Meet at Centennial Park at 10 a.m. Lunch will be at
the Seaside Restaurant.
April 18: Ramble with Frauke on
private property. Meet at Centennial
Park at 10 a.m. Bring a lunch.
Ap r i l 2 5 : O f f - i s l a n d t r i p w i t h
Frauke to the Kinsol Trestle. Meet
at Por tlock Park at 8:30 a.m. to
catch the 9:25 a.m. Vesuvius ferry.
Lunch will be enjoyed on Vancouver
Island.
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The private efforts
of landholders
might do more,
cumulatively, than
those of
governments
representing the
non-farming
majority.

Efforts toward good stewardship are there if you
look, too. The private efforts
of landholders might do
more, cumulatively, than
those of governments representing the non-farming
majority.
In the U.S., the five-year
farm bills produced by Congress include most federal
conservation efforts. The
bills of 2010 and 2014 (covering 2010-2020), totalled
$1.1 trillion, mostly for food
stamps. Energy and land
conservation work got six
per cent of the total. Lots
of programs are tucked
into that six per cent, ranging from funds for organic
pest management research;
rewards for farmers protecting wetlands and native
grasslands; and supporting
cooperative local projects
by partnerships between
farmers and conservation
groups. Relatively few are
for long-term stewardship,
and even those are vulnerable when rising prices
entice farmers to plow up
the “protected” land.
Yes, society nods toward
stewardship, but the evidence is that we aren’t
keeping up with today. We
may not eat tomorrow.
Editor’s note: The second
part of Connections columnist Bob Weeden’s piece will
appear in next week’s issue
of the Driftwood.
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MARITIME LIFE

Sailing couple’s survival story shared
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

BernardLeBlanc

*ICBC accredited Express
*Air Conditioning
Valet Shop
*Auto Glass Replacement
FINE
FURNITURE & MILLWORK
*All Private Insurance
*Guaranteed Workmanship
• unique
custom crafted furniture
*Wheel
Alignments
• creative cabinetry with storage
solutions
• luxurious
& simplistic urns and
115 Desmond
Crescent,
250-537-2513
next roadaccessories
down from the car wash
email: irwincollision@telus.net
ph/fax: 778.353.1963
bernardleblanc@me.com
cell: 250.538.7570
www.bernardleblanc.com

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

Courtesy the Close family

Jennifer Close of Salt
Spring is seen through
the hole in the 36-foot
sloop Acatez she sailed
with husband Lorne
Close, which was caused
by a freighter hitting
their boat in the North
Pacific Ocean in 1999.

Lorne and Jennifer Close
struck by a freighter in 1999
Editor’s note: Long-time Salt Spring
resident Lorne Close passed away in
January. An off-shore sailor, he logged
almost 100,000 miles under his keel.
Using stories heard from Lorne, his log
book entries and memories shared by
his wife Jennifer, islander Jim Dickinson
compiled the following story about the
couple being hit by a freighter while
sailing in the North Pacific Ocean in
1999, which will run in two parts in the
Driftwood.
By Jim Dickinson
S p e c i a l to t h e D r i f t wo o d

See next week’s issue of the Driftwood

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

R

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

ANNA J. PUGH
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
P E R S O N A L L AW C O R P

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law • Guardianship • Corporate/Commercial
A N N A J . P U G H L AW C O R P O R AT I O N
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

ph: 250.537.5505

cell: 250.539.0012

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

ing to hang onto a sloping deck in
the driven spray is hard enough, but
to attempt boat repairs in the dark is
almost impossible. All the books say to
cover a punctured hull with a sail. What
seemed like a good idea soon failed,
as the protruding metal cut the cloth
to ribbons. As he was peering at the
tangled mess that had been their bow,
Jennifer started to scream again. As he
made his was along the heeling deck,
Jennifer shrieked, “I can’t hold it!”
When he got below, he found her
almost up to her knees in swirling ice
water, crippled with panic. Through
tears she tried to explain that she could
not hold back the pressure on the door,
and when it burst open, the whole cabin
was flooded.
Jennifer asked, “Are we going to make
it?”
Lorne said, “We are going to be alright.
I’ll get the emergency life raft ready. You
get all of the important papers into a
Ziploc bag. That way we will be ready if
we have to abandon ship.”
That seemed to calm her, and he
went to look for a way to secure the
forward locker door. The answer
turned out to be a wind vane, screwed
in placed across the door, which held
back the flow of water. As each wave
passed under them, water squirted out
through the seams and holes through
the bulkhead, but it was a trickle compared to the previous flood. It bought
them enough time to bail hundreds of
pounds of icy sea water back into the
North Pacific Ocean.
By the time the morning light started
to seep through the low clouds, the gale
had passed. Most of the water had been
pumped out of the cabin. It was a mess
below. Books, charts, clothing and all of
their bedding was soaked. Jennifer set
about to clean up their saturated gear
as best she could. Lorne went to work
making repairs to their badly damaged
boat.
Now he had the chance to have a
really good look at the shattered bow.
There were a good many fine cracks
in the deck around the bollard but it
seemed secure enough. By wrapping a
length of anchor chain about a mooring
cleat and back around the bollard, the
jib halyard had more secure fastening.
Now the mast was stable.

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

Blue Velvet Upholstering

June 26, 1999. 3:01 a.m., hove-to in a
gale south of the Aleutian Islands.
The violent crash threw Lorne and
Jennifer Close against the lee-sheet of
their central bunk. Their 36-foot sloop
Acatez spun 180 degrees and heeled
over violently, throwing the newlyweds
about.
Groping in the dark for orientation,
Lorne’s first thought was that they must
have been hit by a rogue wave. Grabbing a light he made for the companionway, where he was lashed by galedriven spray. There was a moment of
confusion as he stared at where the
tiller should have been lashed; only a
stub remained. Fragments were scattered about, glistening in the wet. As
he turned to go back for his foul weather gear, he noticed the backstay was
unnaturally loose.
Jennifer called to him, “Hon, I see a
light!”
Turning, he saw the stern light of a
freighter slipping into the gloom.
“That’s the bastard that hit us!” he
said.
Fighting down a growing sense of
panic, Lorne went below to don his
foul-weather gear and safety harness.
Taking care, he worked his way forward
on the heaving, slippery deck.
The force of the gale must have
peaked, for the wind did not seem as
strong. The towering waves tossed the
rudderless sloop about sickeningly. The
storm jib flapped uselessly to leeward
while the Sitka spruce mast whipped
about overhead.
With a sinking feeling, Lorne crept
towards the slick bow. He muttered

seldom-used words as he discovered
three feet of the bow missing. The ferrocement hull and short bowsprit were
sheared off completely, taking with
it most of the anchor locker and the
attachment point for the forestay. With
the supporting cable gone from the
bow, the 40-foot vertical member was in
danger of snapping off.
Knowing his boat as he did, quick
action was needed or they were going
to die in the cold North Pacific Ocean.
Ducking below he flipped the VHF radio
to Channel 16 and keyed the mic, “Mayday, Mayday, Mayday. This is the sailing
vessel Acatez, Acatez, Acatez. We are at
48° 55’ N 125° 32’ W. Our boat has been
hit by a freighter and we are in danger
of sinking.”
Lorne waited for a reply from the
departing ship. After a few moments
he repeated the Mayday call. Still no
response. He tried several more times
but there was only static coming from
the radio. There was nobody out there
who was going to come to their rescue.
Somehow in Lorne’s head he was able
to put aside his anger at the distant
freighter and move to save the boat.
Snapping his safety harness to the
jack-strap, he took the extra jib halyard
forward to secure the flailing mast. By
wrapping the line around the forward
bollard and then winching the halyard
tight, it made the mast secured for the
time being.
Before he was done, Jennifer
screamed from below, “Hon! There’s
water pouring in! Hon, come help,
there’s water pouring in!”
Quickly, he went below to do what he
could. He found Jennifer almost hysterical as sea water gushed from the small
access door of the anchor locker. Each
wave that passed under them brought
a fresh flood of icy water. With so many
urgent things to tend to, Lorne told Jennifer to close the door and hold it shut.
That seemed to keep most of the water
from flooding through the whole cabin.
Trying to calm her, Lorne said, “Hon,
you put your shoulder to the door and
start using the forward bilge pump. I’m
going back outside to see if I can stop
the leak from the outside.”
While she struggled below, Lorne
crawled back to the bow. The gale was
definitely easing off, but Acatez still
wallowed sickeningly as each of the
massive waves bore down on her. Try-

*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

email: anna@ssilaw.ca

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Salt Spring office located at

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care
Facility Visits

For appointments call
1-250-710-1884

your Home...
your Mortgage...
our Passion...
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Carol Malloch, AMP

carol@mortgagedepot.ca

Please proof this ad car

Arlene Modderman, AMP

arlene@mortgagedepot.ca
If you have changes,
please respond ASAP

250 537 4090 204-149 Fulford-Ganges Road (by appt. only)

If we do not receive a respons

CLASSIFIEDS

18 | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2017
DRIFT WOOD

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily
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PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

All liner ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DEATHS
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IN MEMORIAM

COMING EVENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

50th Grad Reunion

HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? Restrictions
in
Walking/Dressing?
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply Today For Assistance: 1-844-4535372.

Nola Christine
Sater

AnnMArie
Bengtsson

May 5 1921 - March 11 2017
After a long and wonderful
life AnnMarie Bengtsson
(nee Flodstrom) passed away
peacefully at Lady Minto
Hospital on saltspring island on March 11.
AnnMarie, daughter of Carl and Anna
Flodstrom, is predeceased by ove Bengtsson, her
husband and later her companion of many years,
and by her siblings Carl-erick (Maja) and sven
(Mary) Flodstrom.
Born in orebro sweden , she spent most of her
life in stockholm. in 2005 at the age of 84 she
immigrated to saltspring island to live with her
daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren.
she will be greatly missed by her daughter
Lena, son-in-law eric, and grandchildren robert,
sean, Jessica, stephanie and nicole.
she will also be missed by her relatives and
friends in sweden, Canada and the UsA.
We would like to thank the staff at Braehaven
for being so accommodating and for making
her time there such an enjoyable experience.
the family would also like to thank Dr Barclay,
Dr Pendergast and all the staff at Lady Minto
Hospital for the exceptional care that they
provided.

We are heartbroken to announce
the passing of our beautiful mother,
Nola Christine Sater on March 19,
2017. Nola was born May 9, 1959.
Nola spent the majority of her life
on the Gulf Islands with time spent in the Shuswap
and Saskatchewan as well. She made many friends and
touched many lives along the way. Nola is survived by
her three children, Christine Niemi (Shane), Jecelyn
Boyechko (Dave Griffith), and Nolan Severight; and five
grandchildren who she loved to spend time with as well
as her Mother, Patricia Sater, and siblings, Ivor, Erin,
and Lisa. Nola will be remembered for her kind, loving,
compassionate, and generous nature, her wonderful sense
of humor, her love of family, gardening, and enjoying the
simple pleasures of life and nature. Nola wore her heart
on her sleeve and fought hard for what she believed in:
family, humanity, and horses.
Nola was predeceased by her infant son Richard
Boyechko, and her father Kenneth Sater.
We would like to thank all who supported and
comforted her through her last months. A service to
honor and remember Nola will be held at the Lions
Hall on April 8th from 2-4. We would love to share
memories over coffee, tears, and smiles.

Gladstone Secondary
School Class of 1967
Date: June 24, 2017
in Burnaby B.C.
For further information
contact Doreen:
doreensutherland67@
gmail.com or 604-437-1253

J

Mar 12, 1923 – Mar 16, 2017

Apply by e-mail:
crosback@telus.net
or call:1.250.956.3385

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available.
Get online training you need from
an employer-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your workat-home career today!

SAR AGM

LEGALS
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer
Employment/Licensing loss? Travel/Business opportunities? Be embarrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.
File Destruction. Free Consultation
1-800-347-2540.

CELEBRATIONS

It is with great sadness that
we announce the passing of
Dr. Ernest Arthur Jarman at the
age of 94
Ernie was survived by his sister
Bea (Jarman) Roche of Australia; his wife of 43 years
Vilma, his children Michael (Vicky), Marnie (Bill),
Susan (Ted), Steve (Maryanne) and Casey. His 6
grandchildren: James, Aaron, Amy, Christine, Alex and
Megan: step grandchildren Ryan and Morgan, Gillian,
Julia and Michael; and great grandchildren Darwin,
Orion, Ella, Sofia; step great granddaughter Sydney.
Ernie was predeceased by his former wife Jane (Braden)
Jarman in 2013.
Ernie was born in Lachine Quebec to Ernest James
Jarman and Louisa Jane Trott, he moved with his family
to Vancouver when he was 5 years old and attended
King Edward High School in Vancouver. Ernie served
with the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve in
1943; Acting Surgeon Sub Lieutenant RCA reserve.
Ernie left the reserves to attend UBC and then Queen’s
Union University in Kingston to graduate from
medical school in 1950. Ernie married Janey Lou Ann
Braden and they moved to Edmonton AB where Ernie
started his medicine practice and they started a family.
They then moved to Fort Rae North West Territories,
Bralorne BC, Britannia Beach, Surrey BC, Greenwood
BC, and then settled on Salt Spring Island in 1960 to
open a medical practice in Ganges for almost 40 years
before retiring to Victoria in 2000. After moving to
Victoria Ernie became an active participant at the new
Horizon senor center directing the Seniors Choir and
Saints and Swingers Band. Ernie had a love for music
(classic, folk and jazz) and was an accomplished piano
player (entertaining at many homes while living on
Salt Spring). He enjoyed gardening (with a passion
for Bonsai trees) and photography. Ernie and Vilma
enjoyed traveling together; returning to Vilma’s home
country of Sri Lanka, and Mexico for many of the
winter months.

Celebration of Life to be announced

PERSONALS
MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

LOST AND FOUND
FOUND @ THE FABULOUS
Flea Market Sat. Mar.25th a
bag of goods. Call to claim
250 537-5482.

Faith Slaney
1923-2017

Faith Slaney was born in
Vernon, B.C., youngest of
three children (Barbara, Paul
Alexander, and Amy Faith).
She lived her childhood and
adolescent years in Proctor and
Nelson, B.C., where her parents ran a general store.
Her parents also enjoyed gardening and bee-keeping,
and imparted to Faith a great appreciation for fabric
and yarn, along with many skills for working with these
materials. Fortunately for her, they also had the wisdom
to see that art school might be the best option for her.
So after high school, she moved to the West Coast to
attend the Vancouver School of Art (VSA). And there,
she discovered an entirely new world of possibilities
beyond her small town origins and she never looked
back. Many of her close and enduring friendships were
with visual artists from those art school days. And little
did she know at the time, that this would prove excellent
preparation for her many years on Saltspring Island.
Faith deeply appreciated SSI’s local craftsmanship and
also supported local food production at the island market.
Her SSI years began with a cottage on Long Harbour in
the early 1970s, then a larger Scott Point house, both
edifices thoroughly renovated in collaboration with her
husband Fred (married 1946), an engineer.
In 2011, she moved to Meadowbrook. There, she
happily spent her final years in good company even
while maintaining her own art-filled space, and relishing
her walks into town and to Music and Munch on
Wednesdays. Over the past decades, she thoroughly
enjoyed discussions at the Dante Reading Group,
as well as volunteering at the SSI Library and Lady
Minto Thrift Shop. Her island friends are too many to
mention here but they, and everyone she encountered
on SSI, contributed to her island life well-lived. She is
survived by her son Tim and daughter-in-law Holly,
her daughter Frances and son-in-law Peter, as well
as by her grandchildren Ben, Nick and Emma, and
greatgrandchild, Nina. Memorial service on April 7 at
2pm at All Saints by-the-Sea in Ganges.

}

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
F/T Marine Mechanic
- Outboard Engines

Req. for ShopRite Marine,
Port McNeil. Must have exp.
Wage is based on
applicants qualifications +
SIGNING BONUS offered.

A celebration of AnnMarie’s life
will be held at a later date

DR. ERNEST
ARTHUR JARMAN

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

THE SANDMAN HOTEL GROUP is
looking for full time and part time
Management Couples located in
Kamloops, Princeton, Cache Creek,
Blue River, McBride and Smithers.
Great Benefits and Wages. Send
resumes to jobs@sandman.ca

HELP WANTED
Tofino’s newest resort ,
The Tofino Resort and
Marina is now hiring for all
positions in our Hotel,
restaurants and Marina.
Send your resume and
cover letter to
HR@tofinoresortandmarina.com
Fantastic opportunity to
become a part of this
exciting new team!

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Notice of Annual
General Meeting

Established 1928

Salt Spring Island Golf & Country Club
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN MEMORIAM

Wednesday, April 26th • 5:30 p.m.
Upstairs at the Clubhouse,
805A Lower Ganges Road
INFORMATION

Your hospice –
Offering a
compassionate
approach to
end of life care
250-537-2770
saltspringhospice.org
Supported by

INFORMATION

Call for Community Music
Award Applications
The Salt Spring Singers invite community members to
apply for a $500 award toward music studies. Preference
will be given to candidates who intend to study voice
and/or are members of a community or school choir.
The deadline for applications is Monday, May 1, 2017
For more information and an application package, please
visit www.saltspringsingers.ca/scholarships.html
or contact John Moore at (250) 653-9763
or johnmoore@shaw.ca
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HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

COMPUTER SERVICES

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CONCRETE & PLACING

Accounting Clerk

A public meeting with the candidates nominated to fill
vacancies on the Board of Trustees of the Salt Spring
Island Fire Protection District has been scheduled for
April 5, 2017 at Hart Bradley Hall, Salt Spring Island Lions
Club, beginning at 7:00pm. The candidates for election
will speak briefly with the remainder of the meeting
being given over to members of the public who will have
the opportunity to ask questions of the candidates.

North Salt Spring Waterworks is looking for a team player with a positive,
professional attitude and excellent interpersonal skills to join our office team as a
permanent full-time Accounting Clerk.
Must haves:

PAUL’S FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

For more information visit our website:
www.saltspringfire.com
Board of Trustees
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District

CANADIAN FIREARMS
SAFETY COURSE
DRAFTING & DESIGN

To own firearms in Canada you must take the
Canadian Firearms Safety Course. Courses are
Sundays at the Saltspring Island Rod & Gun Club
located at 223 Long Harbour Road. This 8 hour
course starts at 9:00 am and finishes at 5:00 pm.
All training firearms provided in the course are
disabled and use dummy ammunition. Cost is $160
and includes the CFSC manual. To pre-register,
please contact Ken Cameron a Government
Certified CFSC Instructor at 250-537-1243 or
kc12@telus.net. Pre-registration is required.

RENTALS
STORAGE

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

HOMES FOR RENT

GARAGE SALE

BASIC FOODSAFE
Monday,
April 3, 2017
from 8:30am
to 4:30pm, $80.
Lions Hall,
103 Bonnet Ave.
Call Sheri
537-1883
to register.

319 MUSGRAVE SAT. Apr. 1st &
SUN. Apr. 2nd 10-3PM Ron Pither’s fantastic fun farmyard sale
under event tent, rain or shine.

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.com
We’ll help you get a fresh start!

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM

Experience with iCity financial software.
Experience taking meeting notes and writing detailed minutes of meetings.
Experience in local government accounting.
Familiarity with local government regulations, including the Local Government
Act.
• A valid BC Class 5 drivers licence.

Please submit a cover letter and resume to Anne Williams at anne@
northsaltspringwaterworks.ca or mail or hand deliver to 761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt
Spring Island, BC V8K 1K8 no later than 4:00 pm. April 13, 2017.
RENTALS

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready to
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

•
•
•
•

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package. To view the Job Description
please visit the Job Postings page on the District website.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and
berry seedlings delivered.
Order online at www.treetime.ca or call 1-866-8733846. New growth guaranteed.

• High school graduation, including Grade 12 math and English, plus business
college or equivalent with a focus on accounting and/or completion of second
year CPA courses.
• Minimum 5 -7 years progressive experience in an office environment, with
accounting/bookkeeping experience, particularly AP and AR, payroll, and
account reconciliations.
• Excellent communication skills, both written and oral, including the ability to
write business letters and emails.
• The ability to deal with customer transactions and questions, and to deal with
sometimes difficult customers in a calm and professional manner.
• Computer literacy with a good working knowledge of and experience with
Microsoft Word and Excel and accounting software.
• The ability to enter field data on spreadsheets - computerized and hard copy,
and to design and generate reports and spreadsheets.
• The ability to work independently along with good time management skills.
• The confidence to handle cash transactions and cash reconciliations.
• Document filing management experience.
Additional Assets

Dun.Foam-March

Helset Design

FINANCIAL SERVICES

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

Salt Spring Island
Fire Protection District Election
All Candidates Meeting
April 5, 2017, 7:00pm
Hart Bradley Hall,
Salt Spring Island Lions Club

PERSONAL SERVICES
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DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE ON PAGE 14
Mid Isl.Storage

REAL ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

1 HOME PARCEL - Prince George,
BC. Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved Auction, May 2 in Prince
George. 344.742 +/- title acres. 165
+/- cultivated acres. 980 +/- sq. ft.
mobile home plus additions. Jerry
Hodge:
780-706-6652.
Realtor:
Tom Moran (PREC) - Re/Max
Dawson Creek Realty;
rbauction.com/realestate.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
1 PARCEL OF Recreational/Grassland - Francois Lake, BC. Ritchie
Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved Auction, May 2 in Prince George. 229.8
+/- title acres on two titles. Jerry
Hodge:
780-706-6652.
Realtor:
Tom Moran (PREC) - Re/Max
Dawson Creek Realty;
rbauction.com/realestate.

DIFFERENT BY DESIGN: WHAT’S NEXT?
Recognized as one of Canada’s 50 Best Employers for the past 8 years, MNP is one of
Canada’s fastest-growing professional services firms. We are currently seeking the
following in our Courtenay location:
●● Experienced Controllers
●● Assistant Controllers
●● Senior Bookkeepers / Technicians
To find out more and apply online, go to www.MNPcareers.ca
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SOCCER

Soccer season grows
with spring league
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Malcolm
Legg

SOCCER ROUNDUP

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

EYES ON THE BALL: Karl Otto and Liz Cronin play squash at the new court on the Salt Spring Golf
Course property during an introductory session last week. The Salt Spring Squash Club facility is open to the
public. See www.saltspringsquash.ca for more information.

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING FOR TRUSTEES
ELECTION BY VOTING
Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District an Election
by Voting is necessary to elect, for a three year term commencing at the end of the Annual General
Meeting to be held on April 24, 2017 and terminating at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held
in the year 2020, to fill the offices of two (2) Trustees on the Board of Salt Spring Island Fire Protection
District and that the persons nominated as candidates at the Election and for whom the votes will be
received are listed below:
TRUSTEES - two persons to be elected:
Surname
Given Name Residential Address
COOK
Rollie
147 Robinson Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.
HETHERINGTON
JAEGER

Mary Lynn
Mike

Condo 12-115 Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.
2199 North End Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Saturday the twenty second (22nd) day
of April 2017, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT at:
Ganges Fire Hall, regular training room
AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eight (8:00) A.M. and
seven (7:00 ) P.M.
ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Wednesday the twelfth (12th) of April
2017 TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
between the hours of nine (9:00) A.M. and six (6:00) P.M. at the Ganges Fire Hall, regular training room.
Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twenty sixth (26th) day of March 2017.
Thomas F. Moore
Returning Officer
ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
You are qualified as an Elector if you are:
a) A Canadian Citizen
b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day
c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day
d) an owner of land within the boundaries of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or Corporation that owns
land within the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are entitled to vote
providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No persons may vote more than once with the
exception that they may vote as an authorized agent and personally if they own land on a personal basis.
Please note that when checking the list of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority the
multiple ownership of some properties may not have been recorded. If the property that is being
used for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it is recommended that the persons intending
to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid any inconvenience.
If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting Day providing you produce
two pieces of identification, one of which has your signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g
drivers licence, and documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice,
assessment notice or duplicate certificate of title.
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Soccer Club has lots happening this spring, such as:
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• SS United AGM: Saturday,
250-537-9933
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tions, present our budget for
coming year and detail our
programs for 2017-18. Also, by
you have a chance
Spring soccer league attending
to win one free registration for
Salt Spring United has part- a child.
nered with Windsor Plywood
• SS United Wrap-up Tourin an exciting new venture, ney with BC Soccer: Saturday,
Spring League five-a-side soc- April 29 at Portlock Park. Fivecer.
a-side games, feature games,
The league will play games house program and a featured
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Four of Salt Spring United’s
aged 10 and 11 also start at
4:30 p.m.; boys/girls aged 12, five full-sided youth teams
13, 14 and 15 start at 5:30 p.m.; made it to Lower Island Soccer
and boys/girls 16, 17 and 18 Association cup finals this seaplus men and women start at son. Considering there were
only eight finals in total, this
6:30 p.m.
The fees for this league are is an amazing achievement by
$45 for United members and our coaches and players. Our
$50 for non-members, and the Boys U-14 team came away
fee will include a T-shirt. Reg- with a 3-0 victory, while the
istration is made on our web- Boys U-15, Girls U-15 and Boys
site at www.saltspringsoccer. U-18 all lost close matches.
In Distr ict Cup play, the
com and you can pay online,
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SS United extra
Maggie, our inspirational
training sessions
registrar, wants all to know
Our very successful soccer that the early-bird fee is in
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run in April by guest coaches, need to receive payment of
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director and high-performance the discount — so do not delay
league coach) and Andrea Neil, — take advantage of the eara longtime member of the Cana- ly-bird savings and get your
dian women’s national team.
children registered for next
Our club hopes to offer some season now!
extra training sessions with
As you can see, there is lots
these coaches for all our players happening — all we need now
for a small fee per player, with is for that warm sunshine to
dates to be announced in the show up and let the fun and
beginning of April.
excitement begin.

