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Missing
man search
stood down

Fire board
seats still
up for
grabs
Friday afternoon
deadline for filing
nomination papers

Andrew Norman DeMarsh
last seen on March 15

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring RCMP and volunteer search crews have
called off the active search for Andrew DeMarsh after
ﬁnding no information or sign of the missing 36-yearold over the weekend.
RCMP issued a public request for help on Saturday,
stating DeMarsh had last been seen on Wednesday,
March 15 in the area of Sun Eagle Drive. Investigators were also seeking information from BC Ferries
passengers who had left Salt Spring Island from any
terminal on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, March
15 to 17.
Salt Spring RCMP had support from specialized
regional units, Coast Guard Canada, Royal Canadian
Marine Search and Rescue, and Salt Spring Island
Search and Rescue during two days of searching on
the weekend.
“It was very much a due diligence situation. We
didn’t think we’d be ﬁnding someone but wanted to
make sure there was nothing to ﬁnd,” said Nick Futter, Salt Spring unit commander for Royal Canadian
Marine Search and Rescue.
“We conﬁrmed there wasn’t a person in need of
our assistance. Hopefully he’s run off somewhere and
he’s ﬁne.”
DeMarsh is described as a Caucasian man, 6 feet
three inches tall, 186 pounds, with brown hair and
hazel eyes. In a seeking-work ad he posted on Feb. 26,
DeMarsh called himself a “jack of all trades, master of
some” who was “professional, dependable, educated,
highly skilled and ready to complete your projects.”
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ST. PADDY’S TOAST: Will Millar, of Irish Rovers fame, entertains at the opening reception
of his art exhibit at Gallery 8 on St. Patrick’s Day. The art show continues through April 7.
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Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District ratepayers who want
to serve as ﬁre board trustees have
until Friday, March 24 at 4 p.m. to
submit their nomination form.
As of Driftwood press time, no
nominations had been received
for two available three-year positions that will begin after the
SSIFPD annual general meeting
on April 24.
However, trustee MaryLynn
Hetherington, whose term
expires in April, was expected to
run for one of the two spots, as
she only recently became a trustee. Hetherington and three other
individuals — Chris Budd, Per
Svendsen and Howard Holzapfel
— were acclaimed as trustees, ﬁlling vacancies on Jan. 16. Based on
names picked from a hat, Hetherington’s term was the shortest.
If an election is required, the
vote would take place on Saturday, April 22, with an advance poll
on Wednesday, April 12.
Details about qualiﬁcations to
run as a trustee and be a nominee,
as well as the nomination form,
are available at saltspringﬁre.com
or the Ganges ﬁre hall.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

PARC ponders public requests involving Mouat Park
New liquor policy approved
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission will defer making decisions on several
public requests until it can get the bigger-picture view on its priorities during a strategic
planning process later this year.
Monday’s business meeting included a leasing request for part of Mouat Park from the Salt
Spring Therapeutic Riding Association. A previous public request that PARC dedicate land to
a bike park was also on the agenda, with four
possibilities identified.
Commissioners agreed with staff that both
matters would be best examined within the
context of the organization’s strategic plan,
which will be updated early next year after a
public engagement process. Two of the areas
that could be considered for a bike park, for
example, are within Mouat Park. One of those
conflicts with a popular dog area and the space
where outdoor theatre events have been staged,
and another could overlap with the area pro-

posed for expanded equestrian trails under the
SSTRA submission.
That plan calls for taking over the riding ring
lease in the park, which was last held by the Salt
Spring Farmers’ Institute, expanding facilities
and housing four horses plus a human caretaker on site.
“They may be all really inspired ideas and
they may all be possible and great. I think it
really boils down to it needing to all be part of
the strategic plan to really determine how much
of an appetite is there for that,” said PARC chair
Jon Suk.

Park naming conventions
Bob Rush, a member of the Salt Spring Historical Society, made a delegation to Monday’s
meeting regarding a formal name for the area
known as Peck’s Cove Park.
Rush recommended naming the small area
at the head of Ganges Harbour as Kingfisher
Park, since much of the land was dedicated to
the public through the Kingfisher Cove subdivision process.

While it was previously thought the park was
named after the war hero Cy Peck — or else the
ferry named after him that served Salt Spring
for many years — examination of historical
documents suggests that’s not the case. Rush
pointed out it appears the name is a conflation
of Peck’s Anchorage Properties Limited and its
Kingfisher Cove development.
“The name Peck’s Cove Park suggests it fronts
on Peck’s Cove. There is no Peck’s Cove. It doesn’t
exist,” Rush said in his presentation.
Commissioners doubted the merits of
bestowing Kingfisher as the official name but
balked at any alternative for the time being.
Staff will research other districts’ policies and
come back with some recommendations, as
commissioners noted the situation had never
come up before and they had no guidelines to
work with.
“If there’s one thing we’ve learned in recent
years, particularly in a site like this, is that if
we were to formally name something, without
even talking to First Nations, that would be
really dumb and really disrespectful, given that
this particular location is one that was used by

First Nations for a whole long time before any
of our ancestors were in this part of the world,”
said commissioner Brian Webster.
“Certainly I don’t feel at all qualified or comfortable or entitled to name any park,” said Suk.
“I think as a commission that would seem altogether too arbitrary.”
Commissioners agreed a policy was warranted, and that an official name for the park
need not be announced until the renovations
are completed and it is re-opened.
In other business Monday, commissioners
welcomed new member Jacky Cooper to the
table. Cooper has presented delegations on
behalf of the Gulf Islands Horsemen’s Association to PARC in the past, and joked she liked the
experience so much she decided to join them.
The commission also approved a policy
governing the serving and consumption of
alcohol at its parks in beer gardens and other
special events. PARC had banned any liquor
from parks in 2011 but opened up the possibility by granting two requests for special
occasion permits last year. The policy sets out
clear guidelines for future applicants.

ISLANDS TRUST

Trust Council approves 2017-18 budget of $7.7 million
No move planned for
head office
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Islands Trust Council approved a
budget of $7.7 million for 2017-18 at
its March quarterly meeting on Gabriola Island.
“This budget allows Trust Council
to continue services at current levels
and advance its strategic priorities,”
said Peter Luckham, Islands Trust
Council chair. “The approved budget
includes input from trustees, staff and
the public to ensure we uphold our

mandate to preserve and protect the
Trust area.”
The budget represents an increase
of $411,503 over the 2016-17 budget without increasing revenue from
property taxes.
“I was very pleased that Trust
Council approved the budget,” said
Salt Spring trustee Peter Grove, who
chairs the Trust’s financial planning
committee. “Developing a budget
for the organization is a long and
involved process, dealing with 13 different Local Trust Committees and
their particular needs, the Islands
Trust Fund and the lands it manages,
together with overall administration.

JUST WING IT?
Get the training you need, become
part of a team and learn with others.

The earth is ready to Spring forward .....
will you be ready for the unexpected
movement?
“We will all have to “”wing it”” during an
emergency, but we’ ll do it better if we
know where our tools are and how to use
them. “
You can’t fly without wings!! Let
Emergency Support Services help you with
professional training.

Contact ESS Director Neva Hohn,
ssiessd@crd.bc.ca
www.prepareyourself.ca
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The budget is reasonable, considering the services provided.”
Grove said that in addition to providing its core land-use planning
services, the Islands Trust plays an
equally important role as the advocate for 13 island groups and some
25,000 islanders.
The Islands Trust Council is in the
third year of a four-year term and,
according to a press release, many of
its strategic initiatives are well underway.
“Funded initiatives include a temporary freshwater specialist position,
transition costs associated with a
potential Salt Spring Island incorporation, and special projects focused
on freshwater, housing affordability, First Nations and public engagement.”
Council once again approved a
special property tax requisition for
Salt Spring property owners, to continue watershed management and
co-ordination under the Salt Spring
Island Watershed Protection Authority. The requisition is for $98,500, a
reduction from the $110,500 budgeted the previous year.
The approved budget also

includes a $125,000 grant from the
province for transition costs associated with the potential incorporation of Salt Spring Island and to help
the Islands Trust develop its longterm adaptation strategy. A transition plan has been prepared for
Trust Council’s consideration at its
quarterly meeting in September. It is
estimated that costs will be approximately $200,000 to $250,000 over a
three-year process.
Among other business, Trust
Council passed two motions related to its study on whether to move
some or all of its regional administrative staff from Victoria to another
location. Reasons for pondering
such a move include the desire to
spend resources within the Islands
Trust area, to improve accessibility for trustees and constituents, to
maximize employee engagement
in the communities they serve, and
to counter public perception that
decisions are made in Victoria and
imposed on the island communities.
Opening a satellite office just for the
southern planning team was also
explored as an idea.
Options for a new site that were

weighed included Salt Spring, another of the major islands, and somewhere else on Vancouver Island.
Trust Council voted to accept the
staff recommendation against making any move for the time being but
asked staff to continue to examine the pros and cons of moving the
Victoria office and establishing a
satellite office that is no more than
32 kilometres from the current Fort
Street location.
As trustee George Grams
explained, “The provincial government, which specifies conditions
of employment for Trust staff, has a
policy in place that requires staff’s
relocation expenses be reimbursed
for moves greater than 32 kilometres.
In short, a move of the Trust’s head
office to one of the islands would
potentially be very costly.”
Although Trust Council is
described as the employer in the
Islands Trust Act, Grams said it
has no ability to alter the terms of
employment.
“It is worth noting that the referendum result for Salt Spring Island
might also alter the dynamics of a
relocation decision,” he added.

REFERENDUM

Political veteran tapped as moderator
Community members invited to
register as panelists
Salt Spring’s locally elected officials have
announced that former B.C. cabinet minister George
Abbott has confirmed his agreement in principle to
moderate the panel discussions leading up to September’s incorporation vote.
“Mr. Abbott’s participation is a major win for Salt
Spring islanders and his involvement will be a major
benefit to the panel discussions,” the officials stated
in a press release.
The press release notes Abbott has enjoyed a long
and distinguished career in politics and public service. Most recently, he was B.C.’s Minister of Education from 2010-12, launching such initiatives as the

BC Teachers Council, the BC Education Plan and
full-day kindergarten.
Abbott also served at different times as the head of
the ministries responsible for health, aboriginal relations and reconciliation, sustainable resource management, and community, aboriginal and women’s
services. He served as Deputy House Leader for the
official opposition from 1996 to 2001.
Abbott is currently a sessional lecturer and doctoral candidate in political science at the University
of Victoria and the principal of Circle Square Solutions, a full-service policy and governance consulting firm.
Debates are tentatively scheduled to take place in
August. Community members who would like to be
panelists can find application information at www.
latest.ssiincorporationstudy.com/.
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Heads up!

Salt Spring Local Trust Committee:
Thursday, MARCH 23
Lions Hall. 9:30 a.m. and town hall at noon

MARKET

Frustrated market vendors find space in alley annex
Farmers’ extension also
proposed
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring’s famous Saturday
market has been straining its Centennial Park confines for several
years now, leaving new vendors
wanting to break into the ranks
with few options.
Renovations at the Ganges Alley
complex (formerly known as Gasoline Alley) are poised to offer one
solution this season. The opening of considerable space on the
waterfront will potentially add as
many as 40 new stalls to the mix.
Ganges Alley co-owner and
property manager David Grayson started the process last summer by continuing a brick sidewalk that was in front of the pub
around the side of the parking lot
abutting Ganges Creek. A further
move in the past month has been
tidying the area by replacing failed
grass edging with gravel. Grayson
has also attempted to get movement on plans to construct a sidewalk in front of the gas station
on Fulford-Ganges Road, but has
been foiled so far by Salt Spring’s
jurisdictional quandary.
Expanding market capacity
was a by-product of the clean-up
plan. Grayson said people started
approaching him once the new
pathway and gravel areas were in
place.
“I wanted to make more public access to [the waterfront] and
it’s really worked,” Grayson said.
“A lot more people are walking
around there now.”
Demand for limited market
space has become a divisive community issue over the past few
years. The Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation Commission, which
governs the market, responded
by testing long weekend Sundays
in 2015 as a way to open space to
new vendors. It’s also worked to
tighten the definition of “farmer”
in order to close loopholes around
priority placement, and that of
vendor partnerships to shut down
queue jumpers. Staff have mean-

while worked to improve weekly registration so the number of
available spots in a given week is
known ahead of market day.
Michael Ableman, a longtime
vendor and one of the island’s
largest commercial farm operators at Foxglove Farm, has called
for an expansion of the food area
into the Fulford-Ganges roadway
to increase space and improve
farm vendors’ mobility. Ableman
argues it’s time to rethink the way
the market is organized, as there’s
a community obligation to make
it functional for everyone.
“The issue at the market is simply design and spatial — it’s not
social or personal,” he told a Salt
Spring Community Economic
Development Commission meeting last week.
The struggle for space will not
be resolved anytime soon. At
staff’s recommendation, PARC’s
Market Advisory Group voted at
its March 6 meeting to give a oneyear extension to 10 farm vendors
who would be displaced by the
change in definition, to give them
time to apply for farm status.
As well, Joe Akerman, lead for
the Xwaaqw’um Project, has asked
that three market stall spaces be
reserved for local indigenous vendors. The advisory group voted to
form a subcommittee to explore
the matter further.
The Ganges Alley complex has
long offered rental market space
in the parking lot that faces Centennial Park. To the average shopper, there’s nothing to say where
the official market ends and the
privately rented space begins.
This has caused some frustration
for vendors who are forced to stick
to the rules, although others have
benefitted from gaining access
they wouldn’t otherwise have.
Philippe Marill and Carolyn
Kvajic were unable to find a reliable space for their Salt Spring Sea
Salt stall while on the waiting list
for the Saturday market, so they
have rented one from Grayson for
the past couple of years. The addition of new micro shops on the
park side of the complex, whose
tenants get a stall included in their

Photo by elizabeth Nolan

Resurfaced areas at the head of the Ganges Alley complex could provide significant space for market stalls this
year. The official PARC-run event opens for the season April 1.
rent, means Marill and Kvajic will
now be looking for space around
the waterfront side of the building.
High-profile attention to their
product in the past year has
included Salt Spring Sea Salt
being included in meals for Will
and Kate’s royal visit and a prominent place in the Food Network
Canada show Chuck and Danny’s
Road Trip.
“We have this great exposure,
we showed the market in this
great light, and we don’t even
have a spot,” Marill said.
The couple has recently applied
to some farmers’ markets in the
Victoria region to ensure they
have a retail sales presence this
season and were gladly accepted
by all.
“It’s kind of ironic,” Marill said.
“To me it shows something is
wrong with the existing rules . .
. on Salt Spring it’s all based on

seniority points. There’s some
people who have been there forever and they don’t have anything
new. My take is they should have
some spots open to jury.”
Gra y s o n s a i d t h e Ga n g e s
Alley improvements have added
around 400 linear feet of new
space where market stalls could
be set up. He is also open to
some expansion into the creekside parking lot as long it doesn’t
obstruct the sea view or remove
parking for his tenants’ customers who need it on Saturdays. As
well, he’s willing to consider having market stalls set up on nonmarket days if that’s what people
wish.
Although vendors won’t have
the same guidelines for supplying locally produced goods as the
PARC-operated market, Grayson
said the interest is coming from
farmers and local craftspeople in
any case.

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

“Most of the people I’ve talked
to would fit that criteria,” he said.
Salt Spring’s parks and recreation manager Dan Ovington
said having an unofficial extension of the market could cause
some confusion for shoppers, but
could also fill a known need.
“Because we can’t expand the
market beyond the park, we have
been encouraging other groups
who might want to take it on to
create new space,” Ovington said.
While the “make it, bake it grow
it” philosophy may not apply,
he feels it is both up to buyers
to examine where products are
being made, and for official vendors to really endorse the fact
that theirs are completely local.
“If there’s a demand and a need,
that’s commerce,” he observed.
“As much as we would like any
expansion to follow our market
philosophy, we can’t control what
private businesses do.”
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BC FERRIES

Salish Eagle makes first appearance in B.C. waters
Gulf Islands service
expected by end of June
The BC Ferries vessel Salish Eagle
arrived in B.C. Monday after travelling 10,440 nautical miles from the
Remontowa Shipbuilding yard in

Gdansk, Poland.
The 38-day journey puts the new
vessel one step closer to service in
the Gulf Islands, which is scheduled
to begin at the end of June, according to a BC Ferries press release.
“We are proud to welcome Salish Eagle, our second natural gas-

fuelled ship, home to B.C. and into
our fleet,” said Mark Wilson, BC
Ferries’ vice president of engineering. “The Salish Class are well built
vessels that will help reduce our
environmental footprint and our
operating costs.”
The Eagle docked at Ogden

Point in Victoria and was due to
proceed to BC Ferries’ refit facility
in Richmond Tuesday to prepare
for operational service.
BC Ferries said the vessel will
move to the Tsawwassen terminal in mid-April for crew training
and familiarization, and to con-

tinue readying the ship for regular
operation.
The Eagle’s sister ship, the Salish
Orca, starts service on the Comox –
Powell River route late next month.
Salish Raven, the third Salish Class
vessel, will depart Poland for B.C.
in April.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LETHAL DRUGS
ARE out there

Find out how you can save a life.
Every day, people are losing their lives to overdoses
in BC. These deaths are preventable. Many illegal
drugs, including party drugs, have been found
to contain deadly fentanyl. And even more toxic
carfentanil is now being detected in BC. Not using
drugs is the best defence — using alone is the
greatest risk.
If you use drugs or know someone who does, help
is available.
Learn about treatment, and where to ﬁnd naloxone
and overdose prevention sites in your area by calling
8-1-1 or visiting www.gov.bc.ca/overdose.
Your knowledge, compassion and action can save
a life.

Learn more at gov.bc.ca/overdose

Carry a Naloxone Kit

Call 9-1-1

#stopoverdose

Sustainable tourism in focus
CRD and Chamber
of Commerce to
collaborate
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Island groups concerned
with Salt Spring’s economic
wellbeing are taking steps
to ensure their goal of
building the tourism sector
doesn’t conflict with other
community needs or cause
unintended problems.
Speaking at Thursday
afternoon’s meeting of the
Salt Spring Community
Economic Development
Commission, chair Darryl
Martin reported that members of the group had met
with Salt Spring Chamber
of Commerce representatives to discuss creating a
model for sustainable tourism management.
“Your chamber is very
interested in coordinating
that and ensuring the people who come to the island
have a great experience
— that they don’t come
across overloaded parking
and people that are tired of
tourists,” Martin said.
Martin said the idea had
been in the works for some
time but was made even
more timely by recent opinion pieces in the Driftwood,
which expressed the potential drawbacks of increasing
tourism without consideration of other factors. He
added that while the general feeling is “tourism is
great,” impacts on the natural environment, parking,
sewage, water supply and
more should be planned
for.
“I think we’re halfway
down a very interesting
road, myself, so I think the
next meeting will be key,”
said chamber president Li
Read. “I thought that was
a really great start. Now we
need part two.”
Commissioner Francine
Carlin noted the commission was founded on
enhancing and protecting
the whole ambiance of the
island.
“Clearly tourism is an
important economic driver
on the island. So is health,
so is education, so is community welfare. So our

job as a commission is to
ensure all voices are heard.
Salt Spring as a destination
is a multi-faceted engagement, and protection of
the environment, where we
live, is the utmost,” Carlin
said.
“I think that’s why we’re
excited about the collaboration with the chamber, and
with other stakeholders, to
make sure we go forward
with a common direction,
unified and, above all, protecting Salt Spring.”
By extension, the commission also discussed
whether its name was outdated. Their counterpart in
the Southern Gulf Islands
district changed its name to
the Community Economic
Sustainability Commission last year. Salt Spring
director Wayne McIntyre
suggested it might be time
for the local body to do the
same thing.
“That’s the way we’re
evolving, I think. We want
to ensure our community
is sustainable. And development, unfortunately, the
time has changed the context. You look back 20 years,
I think development had a
different tone to it than it
does now,” McIntyre said.
Martin agreed the discussion was important and
said he would put the matter on the next meeting’s
agenda.

Experience the
Gulf Islands
endorsed
In other business Thursday, the commission voted
to endorse the Experience
the Gulf Islands concept
plan, while recognizing that
to truly be optimized, sustainable inter-island water
transport and bike and
pedestrian trail networks
would need to be developed. The plan seeks to
encourage travel between
the islands and to create
a more interdependent
regional economy.
Commissioners Cur t
Firestone and Randy Cunningham spoke strongly for
the need to link to additional planning aspects, saying
without them Experience
the Gulf Islands Islands

doesn’t add much to other
tourism plans for the area.
“Inter-island travel is
critical if we expect islanders and others to visit more
than one island,” Firestone
said.
Martin noted the CRD
has committed to the second phase of a passenger ferry feasibility study.
Planning for Gulf Islands
regional trails is underway
through the Capital Regional District’s Parks and Environmental Services department.

Canada 150 plans
underway
In an update on Canada 150 initiatives, commissioner Janice Harkley
reported the commission’s
grant application to support the Flower Power 150
project had been submitted, and that the Capital
Regional District had also
submitted a separate application on behalf of the
chamber of commerce for
its 150 Days of Salt Spring
program. Cunningham said
the Salt Spring Golf and
Country Club is already
active on the flower campaign, having replaced all
its black golf carts with red
and white ones and encouraging members to “adopt a
hole” and to plant red and
white flowers there.

Market
expansion eyed
Fa r m e r a n d a u t h o r
Michael Ableman gave a
presentation on the Saturday Market in the Park at
the invitation of the commission. His view is that
the problems there are due
to space and organization
issues, and that the community should immediately start campaigning with
local businesses and the
Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure to close
part of the Fulford-Ganges
Road to traffic on market
Saturdays. That area could
then be dedicated to farmers and food, and the parking lot beside Centennial
Park could be opened to
other vendors.
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Ground and water search undertaken
FIRE BOARD
continued from 1
“I have many years of experience in carpentry (from form to
finish and full renovations) as
well as design, gardening, landscaping, permaculture, masonry, painting, de-cluttering,
beautifying and crafting unique
and up-cycled furniture. I’m
also a TESOL certified teacher,
art therapist and all around
good guy,” DeMarsh wrote.
Se a rc h m a n a g e r C h u c k
Hamilton of Salt Spring Search
and Rescue said DeMarsh
had moved to the island fairly

recently, so there wasn’t a lot of
information to aid the search.
Ground crews were called out
Saturday and responded with
14 members. They were joined
by local RCMP, the RCMP’s West
Coast Marine Section boat, and
an RCMP helicopter as well as
RCMSAR. Their search concentrated on the shoreline around
the northern tip of the island
as well as the shores of St. Mary
Lake.
The search resumed Sunday
afternoon after low tide made
it possible to reach some rocky
and hard-to-access pocket
beaches. RCMSAR aided with
transport to the beaches, as well

as to some of the small islets
located near Salt Spring.
Salt Spring’s ground search
and rescue team attended with
18 volunteers, who were joined
by 12 members of the Peninsula
Emergency Measures Organization.
An RCMP boat also helped
transport ground search crews
after the RCMSAR unit was
called to a potential situation in
Burgoyne Bay, were flares were
let off. Futter said this turned
out to be the “idiotic” decision
of someone who wanted to
show his daughter what flares
looked like, rather than an actual emergency.

Although searchers combed
both the east and west sides of
the northern island thoroughly
for DeMarsh, the active search
was called off after the second
day ended without a result.
“We found no sign,” Hamilton said. “We searched until
dark and then concurred with
RCMP we should stand down
the search until we recover
more information or clues and
can start looking again.”
Anyone who might have
information about DeMarsh,
his movements or his whereabouts should contact the
Salt Spring RCMP detachment at 250-537-5555.

Courtesy SSI RCMP

Andrew Norman DeMarsh, 36.

Board gives conditional approval to sauna proposal
FIRE BOARD
continued from 1
Holzapfel suggested at the March 20 fire
trustees meeting that providing an honorarium to trustees might be an inducement
for people to serve or remain on the board.
“I feel some kind of small remuneration
may stabilize the board and encourage people to run,” he said.
Holzapfel suggested $400 per month might
be an appropriate amount.
Andrew Peat, the SSIFPD’s CAO, advised
that the district’s letters patent are clear that
the trustee remuneration topic can only be
brought up as an item of business from the
floor at the AGM, which will be held at Lions
Hall on the evening of April 24.
“As a board we can’t discuss this,” noted
trustee Svendsen in the chair’s role for the
meeting.
Attending his first meeting on Mon-

day night, Holzapfel reported that he had
resigned as a Salt Spring Fire Rescue paidon-call field incident technician that day in
order to assume his trustee position without
a perceived conflict of interest. He said he
felt “eyes and ears will be lost” through his
resigning but that he would continue to stay
in touch by attending personnel training sessions as a trustee.
Howard Baker, who has been on the board
since November of 2015, and Hetherington
raised the issue of how trustees could establish trust and a good working relationship by
getting together outside of formal meeting
times. The ensuing discussion clarified that
trustees could not hold non-public sessions
to discuss fire board business.
“I think the intent is desirable and honourable,” said Peat. “My only concern would be
for the optics in the community.”
It was suggested that Peat create an orientation session for trustees after the April 24
AGM is over.

Schlenker appointed
Trustees agreed with a Peat recommendation
that former fire trustee Norbert Schlenker, who
resigned in the same time period as three other
trustees last fall, be appointed as a member
of the public to the district’s finance and audit
committee until the April 24 AGM.
“He would be an invaluable asset for when
the committee meets with our auditor,” said
Peat.
Schlenker served as trustee from April 2015 to
October 2016 and chaired the finance and audit
committee.

Saunas a go
In other board business, fire trustees agreed
to accept last year’s offer from the Salt Spring
Fire Rescue Foundation to purchase two
decontamination chambers (infrared saunas)
on the understanding that firefighters would
not be paid while using them.

During discussion about the matter, trustee
Baker said, “We know the physical objects will
be cost free if the foundation actually gets a
cheque to us or has them delivered. What is
still unknown is how much cost the district is
going to incur while people are lined up to use
the saunas.”
The foundation had offered to donate about
$5,600 for two units that could be set up at the
Central fire hall and used for decontamination
purposes following firefighting or hazardous
materials incidents.

Fire truck replacement
Trustees directed Fire Chief Arjuna George to
develop specifications for replacing engine 202,
stationed at Fulford. The apparatus was built in
1997 and the Fire Underwriters’ Survey organization requires that front-line engines and
tenders be replaced every 20 years. A new water
tender was recently purchased to take the place
of a 21-year-old unit at Fulford.

WORLD AFFAIRS

Massey lecturer Welsh visits
Salt Spring Forum
event on Friday
SUBMITTED BY SS FORUM
“History is back, with a
vengeance.”
Je n n i f e r We l s h , w h o
j o i n s t h e Sa l t Sp r i n g
Forum in conversation at
ArtSpring on Friday, March
24 at 7:30 p.m., delivered
this arresting message in
her 2016 CBC Massey Lecture titled The Return of
History: Conflict, Migration and Geopolitics in the
21st Century.
Clearly, there are many
causes for serious concern. From U.S. President
Donald Trump’s attempted
ban on refugees and immigration from seven Muslim-majority countries,
to continued violence
in the Middle East, Russian authoritarianism and
expansionism, and deepening economic inequality
in the West.
Welsh — who served
as the UN Secretary General’s special adviser on

Jennifer Welsh.
the “responsibility to protect” — points out that the
21 century has seen the
reappearance of trends
and practices that many
believed had been erased.
These include attempts to
annihilate ethnic and religious minorities, arbitrary
executions and the starvation of besieged populations.
In 1989, as the Berlin
Wall fell and the Cold War
ended, American political commentator Francis
Fukuyama predicted in
his famous essay The End
of History that the strug-

gles of the past would be
replaced by lasting peace
and social equity.
However, history did
not end. Instead, as Welsh
points out, it has returned.
But while histor y is
back, it is not over. Welsh
reminds us that as individual citizens we must
all take a more active role
in the preservation and
growth of our own liberal
democratic society, which
was not inevitable but was
built.
Welsh is professor and
chair in international relations at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. She is also a fellow of Somerville College
at the University of Oxford
and co-founded the
Oxford Institute for Ethics,
Law and Armed Conflict.
She is a brilliant thinker;
the best possible person
to help us understand and
address the pressing issues
of our time.
Tickets are available
through ArtSpring and Salt
Spring Books.

YOU’RE INVITED!
Gary Holman’s Salt Spring Island
Office Open House

April 1st
11 AM

to

1 PM

#203-104 Lower Ganges Rd
Salt Spring Island

Authorized by Amber Hockin, Financial Agent, 604-430-8600 | CUPE 3787

Re-elect Gary Holman for
Saanich North and the Islands
GaryHolman.bcndp.ca | fb.com/GaryHolman2017 | twitter.com/HolmanGary
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2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Hard to
swallow

I

t’s easy to sympathize with
North Salt Spring Waterworks District trustees.

They have an incredibly difficult job to do in
supplying a dwindling water resource to an increasing
number of customers using outdated infrastructure.
Because there is less water for them to sell due to lower
spring/summer rainfall and lack of storage, there is
theoretically less money to do what they need to do.
And as we’ve heard before, as an improvement
district, the NSSWD is not eligible for federal-provincial
government infrastructure grants that would help pay
for new treatment plants or other needed upgrades.
Having already significantly upped its fees to
ratepayers due to St. Mary Lake treatment plant costs
(and another plant for Maxwell Lake to come), NSSWD
trustees may have felt increasing all parcel taxes or general water costs was not an option. Instead, by passing
Bylaws 278 and 279 last year, they designated “commercial” property owners to foot bigger bills through a
rejigging of the parcel tax
system.
In giving the BrinkworBrinkworthy water thy Estates manufactured
home park its own “commercial residential 3” classithe NSSWD hopes
Tenants pay enough fitocation,
earn close to $90,000
more per year than the
$595 it currently gets in a parcel tax from the property.
This is for a property that has one meter,, with all of the
infrastructure owned and maintained by the property
owner, not NSSWD.
Adding to the sting is the fact that the homeowners’
water consumption is an estimated 43 per cent less
than the average single family dwelling in the district.
But arguably the main problem with the change is
that it targets a vulnerable group of island residents:
the owners of manufactured homes at Brinkworthy
Estates. What makes them especially vulnerable is that
they cannot vote for or against the individuals who have
determined their fate. Because they do not own the
property on which their homes sit, Brinkworthy homeowners cannot vote in a NSSWD election (or referenda).
It’s a classic case of “taxation without representation.”
Of course, the property owner could absorb the
entire increase, or some portion of it, and that may
be what the NSSWD hopes will happen. Instead, not
surprisingly, Raymond Heung of Brinkworthy Properties Ltd. has challenged the bylaw’s legality on several
grounds, including simple fairness.
In merging land use and parcel taxes to realize such a
dramatic change for one property, NSSWD has turned
off the faucet of fairness.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Gary Holman

Climate action plan must be fair
Climate change is both the challenge of our times and an
opportunity for economic revitalization here in Saanich North
and the Islands and throughout British Columbia.
I have hosted several climate change discussions in our area
with George Heyman of Vancouver-Fairview, one of the architects of the BC NDP Climate Action Plan announced this winter
by NDP leader John Horgan.
George and I shared the details of our plan, which, at its core,
adopts the recommendations of the Liberal government’s Climate Leadership Team. Christy Clark rejected or watered down
most of the CLT recommendations to the point that GHG emissions will continue to rise for another decade. But we know British Columbians want us to act more quickly, and to do so fairly.
Under our plan, around 80 per cent of families in B.C. will
receive a carbon tax rebate. In fact, 50 per cent of British Columbians will receive rebates that will be higher than their estimated
carbon tax costs so that we live up to our climate action responsibilities without making it more difficult for middle- and lowerincome B.C. families to pay their monthly bills.
Our plan will meet B.C.’s obligations under the new federal
climate plan by increasing taxes on carbon emissions, gradually
and predictably starting in 2020, from $30 per tonne to $50 per
tonne by 2022. We believe that the only measure of successful
climate action is whether emissions are actually declining, and
we will review our progress in meeting this objective in 2022 to
determine next steps.
Unlike Christy Clark’s plan, our proposal will also increase
well-paid, skilled jobs by reinvesting a portion of carbon tax
revenues in public transit, energy conservation retrofits across

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you looking forward to the B.C. election?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

all sectors, green building and infrastructure, and innovation in
green technology industries.
As recommended by the Climate Leadership Team, the BC
NDP will establish separate GHG emission targets and climate
action plans for specific sectors: homes and buildings (50 per
cent reduction by 2030) and transportation and industry (30
per cent reduction by 2030). The Liberal “plan” has completely
missed the legislated 2020 emission reduction target and establishes a goal for 2050, which is 33 years from now!
A John Horgan government will sit down with a renewed Climate Leadership Team within the first 100 days of taking office
to put a detailed plan into action. A number of community leaders, activists and organizations are commending our approach,
including environmental activists Tzeporah Berman and Ben
West; the Pembina Institute; Simon Fraser University’s Mark Jaccard; Clean Energy Canada; and the David Suzuki Foundation.
And check out Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ Marc
Lee for his evaluation of the BC NDP plan.
They know, as we do, that this plan will reduce emissions,
generate investment and jobs, and be fair for B.C. families. We
need to do everything we can to stop the risky Kinder Morgan
pipeline project, but we also have to reduce our own carbon
footprint. And if we really want to fight climate change, we need
to replace Christy Clark, change this government, and get on
with the hard work. This May, that change starts right here in
Saanich North and the Islands.
The writer is the BC NDP candidate for Saanich North and the
Islands in the May 9 provincial election.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should the feds ban the
imidacloprid pesticide??

51

14
NO YES
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “The issue at the market is simply

design and spatial — it’s not social or personal.”

MICHAEL ABLeMAN, Salt Spring Farmer & Market vendor

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: Are there
any home and
garden projects
you’d like to start
now that spring
has arrived?

Ella Bronstein

Nick Tomlinson

Chris Blaszk

Elainia St. Louis

Irina Floercke

Metal recycling, brush cutting
and preparing the garden
beds.

I’m making an extension on
the house and I’m sharing a
garden plot at the Burgoyne
Valley community farm, to
start.

We’re clearing our garden
space, starting peas and
cucumbers in the greenhouse and planting potatoes
tomorrow.

Spring cleaning — I’m going
to be emptying out a storage
container.

There’s a lot to catch up on
after the snow — it’s a big
mess.

Letters to the editor
Further steps
Lao Tsu said: “A journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step.”
Metaphorically speaking the incorporation
study journey, on a sometimes bumpy road, started in 2011 during the local
election campaign when
the three of us, George
Grams, Peter Grove and
myself, who were elected
to the CRD and Islands
Trust positions, supported the community interest in considering the
possibility of incorporation.
With the recent
announcement by Mini s t e r Pe t e r Fa s s b e n d e r
supporting a Salt Spring
i n c o r p o ra t i o n re f e re n dum to be held on Sept. 9,
the final decision on the
Salt Spring Island governance model will right-

fully be in the hands of
Salt Spring voters.
O n a p e r s o n a l n o t e,
the complex review and
final vote recommendation was the result of a
respectful and open process over four years led by
two very professional and
hard-working volunteer
committees selected by
trustees Grams and Grove
and myself as the CRD
director. The committees
were ably supported by
staff from the Ministry of
Community, Spor t and
Cul tu ral De ve l opme nt,
the CRD and consultant
Urban Systems with significant input from the
Salt Spring Island public.
Thanks to all!
As a further step, truste e s G r a m s a n d G r ov e
and myself will be moving ahead with planning
community debates and
will be communicating

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

details as soon as they are
available.
Please note Sept. 9, referendum voting day, on
your calendars.
WAYNE MCINTYRE,
electoral area director,
CRD ,
S a lt S p r i n g

Park costs
already high
When my father bought
a home at Brinkworthy I
was amazed to learn how
high the pad rental/service fees were. By comparison it seemed by far
the highest with the least
services provided.
How e v e r, I w a s s u rprised to read the owner’s
objection to contributing more to the Nor th
Salt Spring Water works
District given the generous revenue he enjoys
(“NSSWD tax challenged

on two fronts,” March 15
Driftwood).
Don’t take me wrong.
Brinkworthy is a desirable place to live, but it’s
the residents who make it
a great community.
Should Raymond
He u n g l o s e h i s c o u r t
challenge I hope he won’t
use it for an excuse to
increase the costs to the
residents even further.
Vera Robinson,
Hope Hill

Reasons to
vote NDP
If you want to fire the
current gover nment in
B.C. and replace its neoconservative agenda with
a p ro g re s s i ve o n e, t h e
party to vote for is the
NDP.
O n l y by e l e c t i n g a n
NDP government can we
be sure of getting “big

money” out of politics, of
having a chance to stop
the Kinder Morgan pipeline and generally ensuring that the critical political decisions about our
future are made by a provincial government that
cares about social and
environmental justice.
Voting for the Green
party just helps to keep
Christy Clark’s Liberals in
power, and I don’t think
that’s what people who
believe in social and environmental justice want.
But wait: there’s a big
bonus for people who
want to see more Greens
in the Legislature in
the future. The BCNDP
intends to finally replace
our outmoded and unfair
first-past-the-post voting
system after two botched
attempts under the provincial Liberals.
In fact, Gary Holman,

our own MLA, is the NDP’s
spokesperson for this
much-needed reform.
H i s t r a c k r e c o rd a s a
conservationist (think of
Burgoyne Bay), our former CRD director (think
of our bus system) and
our current MLA (think
of Grace Islet), Gary has
proved that he can work
with others to get things
done.
When electoral reform
is put into effect — which
the Liberals certainly will
not do — more Greens
would be elected, and the
NDP and Greens could
work together in the Legislature for change that
both parties believe in.
And that would be better for just about everybody.
Judi Stevenson,
Mount Belcher Heights

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Life’s important things slower on Salt Spring
By PAUL MCELROY
I’ve been trying to blend. To fit in. To
become, well, more Salt Spring. Hairier.
Gum-booted. Look as if I actually enjoy
kale and quinoa.
I was sitting in the coffee shop the
other day, surreptitiously growing a
ponytail and watching credit union customers go about their business when it
dawned on me that I hadn’t worn a suit
for more than six years. Six years since
I last knotted a tie, travelled on a train
or stepped over a comatose drunk on
Waterloo station.
Six years since I’d last fantasized a
painful death for the man bellowing into
his cell phone, trying to convince himself
and his captive audience of depressed
fellow commuters that he was anything
more than a sad and agitated city worker
without prospects in a job he detested.
When Sartre said that “hell is other
people,” I suspect he was commuting to
his philosophy job on the Paris equivalent of the 7.37 from Winchester.
So I don’t miss it much. I’m still hard
pressed to work up any great enthusiasm for organic spinach and, despite
the dungarees I’ve been secretly cov-

eting, I don’t really do digging. I didn’t spend close to 50
years avoiding anything more
physical than lighting a cigarette or unscrewing the cap
on a whisky bottle to spend my retirement hunched over a shovel.
I will garden a bit, provided it can be
done with anything that needs gasoline.
The mower, the weed-whacker and the
chainsaw (although I’m ever so slightly
afraid of chainsaws since I read about a
man who accidentally cut off his wife’s
head when she brought him a cup of
tea while he was pruning a cherry tree.
Could be apocryphal, but it has a ring of
truth to it, I think). I also planted some
daffodils, but I gave that up after one season when I couldn’t find a petrol-driven
daffodil planter on Amazon. Planting
involved kneeling in damp, dirty dirt, for
goodness sake!
My wife does the digging, the raking and the rock clearing. She does it
cheerfully, whistling as she wrestles a
boulder across the yard like a Soviet
peasant while I hang around inside trying to look busy and wincing pathetically if she looks in my direction. The

old war wound . . . slipped
and fell trying to get to the
bar before the pub closed.
I do, however, like to look
at the garden (or “estate”
as I prefer to call it). A whole acre! In
England only the Queen has an entire
acre to herself while the rest of us grow
our rhubarb on properties the size of a
takeaway box. On Salt Spring, my dining
room looks out across smaller islands,
the ocean and snowy mountains; in
Winchester, I had a view of my neighbour’s nose hairs . . . .
Admittedly, Winchester has a thousand-year-old cathedral, but Salt Spring
has potholes that are almost as old, and
so what if all the buildings are built of
wood and not red brick? I like it that
Ganges, much like many of its residents,
is charmingly dishevelled.
Now, when I leave home, my iPhone
helpfully tells me that “It is six minutes
to Rainbow Road and traffic is moderate.” Moderate. This is obviously an
iPhone that has never endured the misery of London traffic where “moderate”
is to travel 200 yards in an afternoon.
Perhaps “moderate” merely describes

GUESTColumn

the level of driving skill on Salt Spring at
that moment, and I can expect a “moderate” number of drivers to know where
their indicator switch is.
(I’d often wondered why Canada has
proportionally more road deaths than
does Britain until I went back to the
U.K. last summer. The truth is that it is
nigh on impossible to kill anyone in a
car that is not actually moving. If you hit
a pedestrian at the average road speed
in the U.K. today the car will come off
worse when the pedestrian gets up
from under the fender and reaches for
a brick.)
But here on Salt Spring, all the important things in life are slower, and with the
snow gone I can finally look out across
my (not very) sprawling estate and dream
of commuting to my garden shed and
another summer of mown grass, clipped
lawn edges and two-stroke fumes.
The writer retired to Salt Spring six
years ago after 18 years as a journalist
with the Daily Mirror, London. Before
that he worked for The Province, The
Vancouver Sun, The Sydney Sun and The
London Daily Express.
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Photos by Jen MacLellan

TRY THIS: Dean Crouse, left, and Ray Colleran man their Thirsty Islander mobile beer, wine and cider-selling unit at Saturday’s Home and Garden Show at the Farmers’ Institute, while
Eric Jacobsen of Windsor Plywood holds a chainsaw, one of many pieces of equipment and tools on display. More than 350 people attended an opening night reception on Friday and 950
came to Saturday’s show. Sponsored by the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce, more than 40 businesses, including specialized trades, financial services, retail, alternative energy, building
supplies and community service and volunteer organizations had the opportunity to “show and tell” about their locally available products and services.

NOTICE
GALIANO ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
GL-TUP-2017.1

MORE LETTERS
continued from 7

Airbnb invasion

NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee
So I just saw that the place
will be considering a resolution allowing
for the issuance of a Temporary
NOTICE
I was evicted from on Salt
GALIANO
ISLAND
LOCAL
TRUST
COMMITTEE
Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act. The
Spring last year was turned
proposed permit would apply toGL-TUP-2017.1
Lot 15, District Lot 15, Galiano Island,
into an Airbnb.
Cowichan
District,
Plan
21551
NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing This bothers me on a couple
(PID: 003-419-061)
– 154
Sticks
Allison
Rd. 493 of the Local Government Act. The
for the issuance
of a Temporary
Use W
Permit
pursuant
to Section
of levels. On a personal one,
proposed permit would apply to Lot 15, District Lot 15, Galiano Island, Cowichan District, Plan 21551
(PID: 003-419-061) – 154 W Sticks Allison Rd.
the eviction was extremely
The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit a
stressful for my family, as there
“commercial
vacation
rental”
in the
dwelling
unit on thevacation
subjectrental”
property.
The purpose
of this temporary
use permit
would
be to
permit a “commercial
in the dwelling unit
on the subject
property. The establishment
of the temporary
use would
be subject
number of
The establishment
of the temporary
use would
be subject
to toa anumber
ofconditions was no safety net in regards to
specifiedconditions
in the permit.
The
permit
would
be
issued
for
up
to
three
years
and
the
owner
may
apply
to
the
finding a new place.
specified in the permit. The permit would be issued for up to
Galiano Island Local Trust Committee to have it renewed once for up to an additional three years.
On a community level, you
three years and the owner may apply to the Galiano Island Local Trust
have people that are not from
Committee
tothe
have
it renewed
forin up
an additional
The general
location of
subject
property isonce
shown
the to
following
sketch: three years.
this community moving here,
The general location of the subject property is shown in the following
kicking out a family, and in
sketch:
its place putting in an Airbnb that is only there to make
money off of tourists.
It might be legal but it’s
certainly not what makes a
healthy, sustainable community!
BRETT TAYLOR,
S a lt S p r i n g

Bad day for a
referendum

The following was sent to
Peter Fassbender, the Minister of
Community, Sport and Cultural
Development and filed with the
Driftwood for publication.

A copy of
proposed
may be
inspected
Islands Trust
200 - 1627
Street, Victoria,
A the
copy
of the permit
proposed
permit
mayatbetheinspected
at Office,
the Islands
TrustFort
Office,
B.C., V8R
between
the hoursVictoria,
of 8:30 a.m.
and
4:30
p.m.,between
Monday tothe
Friday
inclusive,
2001H8,
- 1627
Fort Street,
B.C.,
V8R
1H8,
hours
of 8:30excluding
a.m. Statutory
Holidays, commencing March 20, 2017 and up to and including March 31, 2017.

and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays,

Saturday, Sept. 9 for the
incorporation referendum?
Seriously?
For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494(1)
Ne w s f l a s h ! T h a t’s Pr i d e
(a)orofcomments
the Local
Government
additional
of the
Permit
Enquiries
should
be directed Act,
to Phil
Testemale,copies
A/ Planner
2 at Proposed
(250) 405-5170,
for Toll Free
weekend. On Sept. 9, hordes
Access,may
request
via Enquiry
BC: In Vancouver
660-2421 on
and Galiano
elsewhere Island,
in BC 1-800-663-7867;
or by
bea transfer
inspected
at various
Notice Boards
B.C.,
fax (250)commencing
405-5155; or by
email to:
before 4:30 p.m., March 31, 2017. The of us will be marching, watchMarch
20,information@islandstrust.bc.ca,
2017.
Galiano Island Local Trust Committee may consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during ing and celebrating.
the regular business meeting starting at 12:30 p.m., April 3, 2017, at the South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies
I’ll charitably assume the
Bay Road,
Galiano Island,
BC.
Enquiries
or comments
should be directed to Phil Testemale, A/ Planner
minister forgot to consult
2 at (250) 405-5170, for Toll Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry
All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in response to this notice will his cultural calendar and our
In Vancouver
660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by
also be BC:
available
for public review.
islands trustees and CRD
fax (250) 405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca,Sharon
before
Lloyd-deRosario
director. Let’s now move the
Deputy Secretary
4:30 p.m., March 31, 2017. The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee may
referendum to a date that’s
consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the
less awkward.
regular business meeting starting at 12:30 p.m., April 3, 2017, at the South
Salt Spring Pride is more
Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC.
t h a n j u s t t h e t h i rd l a rg e s t
All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments
Pride celebration in British
made in response to this notice will also be available for public review.
Columbia. Pride weekend
confers significant economic
Sharon Lloyd-deRosario
and cultural benefits to all of
Deputy Secretary
us. Families, friends and allies
commencing
March
2017
to and
including
2017.
For the convenience
of the
public20,
only,
andand
not toup
satisfy
Section
494(1) March
(a) of the31,
Local
Government Act,
additional copies of the Proposed Permit may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Galiano Island, B.C.,
commencing March 20, 2017.

g a t h e r t o s u p p o r t f r i e n d s,
loved ones and cherished ideals. Pride for me is a vital part
of my heritage and our collectively evolving culture. The
date announcement felt like a
slap in the face.
Sept. 9 poses challenges for
voters. Blocked-off streets,
extra traffic and heavy crowds
add up to extra-long delays for
everyone going to the polls.
People of every stripe celebrate Pride. Working people
and business owners need to
travel to work as well as get
to the polls. Ganges, with the
Saturday market and many
places of businesses, is an
unavoidable travel crossroads
for people going almost anywhere on the island.
Pride is an extraordinar y
day of celebration that entails
extraordinary delays for all. So
it’s a really bad day to hold a
referendum.
Mr. minister, please don’t
tell us you cannot fix the date.
Dennis Lucarelli,
Is a b e l l a P o i n t R o a d

Local is better

I am puzzled as to why there
is significant resistance to our
incorporation so that decision
making and responsibility for
ser vices would be administered by local representatives
elected by the people that live
on Salt Spring.
Currently we live under a
system where those decisions
are being made by others that
don’t live here, in an environment that competes for their
attention with many other
communities’ priorities.
I appreciate that our CRD
directors do their best to represent us, but the reality is that
they are trying to be heard in
an environment where they
are one of a group of 24 and
represent us across numerous
issues on numerous committees.
This is within an organization that is trying to manage
significant major projects

such as the Greater Victoria
sewage system. If we think,
e ve n f o r o n e m i n u t e, t h a t
the specific concerns of Salt
Spring Island are being actively discussed or treated with
priority at the upper level of
management within the CRD,
then please continue to live in
fantasy land.
That means that some of
our local government is being
managed and decided by midlevel officials in Victoria who go
home at night to their homes
in Langford and plan their next
Disney vacation. I don’t want to
appear to discredit those whocarry out the administration
of our area, but it could be so
much better if those duties were
carried out by more staff that
live on, understand and love
the island we live on.
In closing, there are a few on
the island that want to express
or voice a worst-case scenario
that would see a significant
tax increase and a local government controlled by developers. Please use your own
logic to see that the creation
of a local government will be
represented by our choice of
elected officials and the transfer of responsibilities will be a
negotiated process with senior
government so there will be
the ability to address specific
concerns.
Specifically. I understand
that road maintenance is
a f o c u s f o r m a n y a n d yo u
should understand that there
is every opportunity to argue
that the main roads between
ferr y terminals are provincial highways and therefore
should continue to be funded
by the province.
If you believe that we are
best represented by others
under the status quo then you
very much underestimate the
character and depth of the
residents of the island that
could and should govern us.   
TONY MAUDE,
Fulford

MORE LETTERS continued on 9
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Brinkworthy water parcel tax increase not justified
By GLADYS KELSEY, DEBBY
WRATE, DENNIS HAYDEN, JIM
DICKINSON AND JUDY THOMAS
As homeowners faced with an
11,870 per cent increase in our
water tax, we read with interest
the March 15 Driftwood article on
the present and proposed water
tax increases for our community.
We wish to say “thank you” for
bringing this unjust, unwarranted
and unsubstantiated tax hike to
public attention.
To be clear, we are not objecting to a fair increase in our water
tax. We understand the North Salt
Spring Waterworks District may
need more money to do its job.
But that extra money must come
through just and reasonable rates.
That is not what we have. What we
have is a proposed set of increases
that, by 2020, will raise the water tax
we pay by close to 12,000 per cent.
At the same time, single-family-

homeowners elsewhere in the district have had no increase. Apparently the trustees’ plan is to raise
more money by increasing the tax
on the one group unable to defend
themselves — Brinkworthy homeowners — the homeowners without
a vote. This is taxation without representation and a violation of basic
democratic principles.
The water district claims the
proposed tax hikes are fair because
they will result in Brinkworthy
homeowners paying the same
tax as single-family homeowners outside the park. But, in fact,
that will grossly overcharge Brinkworthy homeowners because it
will require them to pay twice for
many services.
Look, for example, at customer
service costs. Those are the costs
of preparing and managing bills,
collecting accounts, etc. Our park
creates only one customer service

MORE LETTERS
continued from 8

Better chance for
change
Jan Slakov’s letter (March 15) is rightly
troubled by the dubious antics of the
current B.C. not-so-liberal government.
She urges us to unseat them by voting
Green.
On the other hand, a great many Salt
Spring Islanders have been consistently
impressed by the policies, public service and personal integrity of Gary Holman, first as our CRD director and more
recently as our MLA.
A vote for Gary this May has a much
better chance of gaining Jan’s objective
than a vote for the Greens.
Bob Wild,
Hedger Road

Demand a say
about microcells

Microcells, or small cells, are being
installed on utility poles in neighbourhoods across B.C. At noon on Thursday,
March 23, I will make a five-minute presentation called Small Cells and a Wireless World - the Right to Choose at the Salt
Spring Local Trust Committee meeting.
The meeting is at the Lions Club hall. I
invite you to attend.
Small cells are the forerunner to 5G, the
Internet of Things and the end of land-

INDEPTH
cost for the water district since it
only gets one bill. But under the
NSSWD proposal our homeowners will have to pay that amount
137 times, once for each home.
That, in spite of the fact that the
park managers do all that work
and we will continue to pay them
for that service.
Another example of how this
results in a massive overcharge is
in assigning us the costs associated
with the end-of-the-line part of the
delivery system. NSSWD incurs a
lot of costs making sure all those
pipes are in place and properly
maintained. If there is a problem
with the delivery in some neighbourhood, they have the service
people that come in and fix it. All
that costs money, and the users

lines. While telecommunication companies and government provide seemingly
convincing reassurances of the safety of
wireless technologies, if you take a closer
look you’ll see that no actual proof of
their safety exists. There are safe ways of
sharing high-speed data, however, but
industry must be urged by consumers
and regulators to develop them.
Research shows wireless technologies may have a major impact on health,
trees, pollinators and even global climate change. Tens of thousands of peerreviewed scientific studies support adopting the precautionary principle before
allowing small cells to become permanent fixtures in our communities and our
lives. For a quick, accessible introduction
to this subject, please enjoy a music video
I created last December by searching for
“Cellular Deception” on YouTube.
Although concerns about the effects
of wireless technologies and EMF have
recently made headlines in Maryland, Massachusetts, Paris, France
and Romania, government and media
here at home remain silent on what may
very well be the most pressing issue of our
time. A report I submitted to the Islands
Trust explains why.
Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (formerly Industry
Canada) allows wireless transmitters to
be mounted on existing structures like
utility poles without public consultation, but municipalities like Grand Forks
are demanding a say in the placement
of microcells in their communities. The
Grand Forks municipal council recently

of that part of the system should
expect to pay for it. But we don’t
have any of that system in Brinkworthy. The pipes and other infrastructure are owned and operated
by the landlord. We already pay
him for all those services.
The water district proposal is
that we continue to pay our landlord for all the investment, maintenance and servicing of our water
pipes, but also pay the NSSWD for
these services they don’t provide
us. Once again our homeowners
will pay 137 times for a service
they don’t receive.
These are just two examples of
the many ways costs are not fairly
allocated by the district’s proposal.
What’s the answer? We have tried
to talk to them about the problem
in an effort to work together on a
more equitable approach for the
future, one in line with the directive from the provincial govern-

unanimously passed a resolution to that
effect, which will be presented to other
federations of local governments for their
approval.
Thalidomide, DDT, tobacco, lead,
asbestos . . . Is it possible that wireless will
soon be on this list? Not if we awaken to
the inherent fallibility of wireless technologies, mobilize and demand healthy
alternatives. I invite you to study the issue
and come to this Thursday’s meeting.
Oona McOuat,
S a lt S p r i n g

Treasure Fair
helpers needed

ArtSpring is putting out the call for
new acquisition team members for Treasure Fair 2017.
A few generous Salt Spring businesses have already donated. One of those
is Joel Shaver, manager of Mid Island
Co-op, with $1,000 in gas cards to be
auctioned July 13, 14 and 15 in the silent
auction part of Treasure Fair.
Before more donations start flooding
in, ArtSpring needs volunteers ready to
receive and process them.
This opportunity is the perfect fit for
those who like to get out of the house
and meet new people. If you want to be
active and to connect with the community you are sure to find this interesting
and a lot of fun.
You don’t have to solicit for donations, but simply follow up on those
donors who have already offered their

Rants and Roses
Rants

Roses

Numerous rants to the
freeloader that I finally got
out of my house in the hollow. Stop doing dumping
in my yard. You have no
credentials here or anywhere. I gather you are
charging dumpage to your
clients and then pocketing the money. Marianne
Dutkowski

A luscious bouquet of
blood red roses to the many
Salt Springers who registered
to be donors for a blood
clinic on island. We had 150
qualified donors list with us,
exceeding the 100 minimum
required. We are now in discussions with the Canadian
Blood Services to set up a
clinic in the next few months.
If you have not listed with

us, go to the CBS website,
take their quiz and then, if
you qualify, send an email
with your name to RotarySSIBloodDrive@gmail.com.
The more potential donors
we have the more likely they
will be convinced to bring
a clinic to the island. Many
thanks from the Rotary Club
of Salt Spring Island.
A dozen beautiful scented
Double Delight roses to the

kind Samaritan who turned
in found folded bills to Country Grocer. You made my day.
Merci. SH
Copper roses to E.L.E. and
D (you know who you are) to
say a big thank you! Thank
you for your most generation
donation towards the work
we do helping people in our
community. Love, Copper
Kettle Community Partnership

ment ministry that says: “Whatever the basis of taxation chosen,
it should be based on an equitable allocation of costs that can
be explained to the landowners.”
We do not have such an equitable
allocation of costs. Nor can we get
the district to attend a meeting to
explain what they’ve done.
Normally the answer would be
“vote ‘em out.” But here’s where
the rubber hits the road: The district has determined that we have
no vote. We are defenceless. The
seniors who can’t afford another
$600 a year for vital water service
are very concerned and are looking for help. It looks like they will
have to depend on their Salt Spring
neighbours. Thanks to all who have
already expressed their support.
The writers are executive members of the Brinkworthy Homeowners Association.

treasures, and document those treasures. Training is
provided from an experienced and truly supportive
team.
Treasure Fair is ArtSpring’s major annual fundraiser.
The funds raised are extremely important in the running of this dynamic cultural centre. For three days,
fine artwork, charming furniture, holiday packages,
valuable services and special treasures that have been
graciously donated by the public will be displayed and
opened up for silent auction bids.
The event closes with a live auction gala and hopefully a lively bidding war, where some selected treasures
have been kept in reserve.
For more information, contact me, Terri Reid, treasure fair coordinator, at terri.artspring@gmail.com, or
leave a message for me at ArtSpring: 250-537-2125.
TERRI REID,
T r e a s u r e Fa i r C o o r d i n ato r f o r a r t s p r i n g

NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT

NOTICE
FLUSHING OF
WATERMAINS

FLUSHING OF WATERMAINS WILL BE
CARRIED OUT IN THE DISTRICT ON
TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS
AND FRIDAYS MARCH 28 - MAY 5, 2017
Short periods of low pressure and
discolouration of water can be expected
between these dates. Consumers are warned
to be on alert for discoloured water,
especially before using washing machines,
dishwashers and other appliances.
Commercial establishments such as
laundromats, restaurants and beauty salons
will receive advance warning of flushing in
their vicinity if a request for such notification
is received by the District.
Please contact the NSSWD at 250-537-9902.
In no case can the District accept responsibility
for any claims arising out of the use of
discoloured water.
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

FOLK MUSIC

MaMuse duo ready to offer luscious ‘honey for the soul’
Sarah Nutting and Karisha
Longaker at The Barn this
Friday night
A sublime treat of divine music
filled with harmonies, roots and
soulful uplifting is promised when
MaMuse performs at The Barn at
Stowel Lake Farm on Friday, March
24.
As a press release explains, “With
deep roots in the folk and gospel
traditions, Sarah Nutting and Karisha Longaker of MaMuse create the
most uplifting music for the next
s e ve n g e n e ra t i o n s t o t h r i ve o n .
Interweaving harmony with lyrics
born out of honed emotional intelligence, MaMuse invokes a musical
presence that inspires the opening

An informative, glossy,
digest size magazine plus
website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com
Contact the Driftwood
for more information

250 537 9933

PHOTO COURTESY PATTI BAUER

Sarah Nutting and Karisha Longaker of MaMuse.

ON STAGE

BOOK
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NOW!
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of the heart.
“Playing a family of varied acoustic instruments, including upright
bass, guitar, mandolins, ukulele and
flutes, these two powerful women
embody a love for all life. The synergy that is created through their
collaboration is palpable, truly moving to witness and be a part of. Some
say their concerts invoke honey in
one’s soul.”
Ma Mu s e h a s e x i s t e d f o r n i n e
years and produced four full-length
albums in that time.
Doors for Friday’s show open at 7
p.m. with music beginning at 7:30
p.m.
Advance tickets may be purchased
at http://mamusesaltspr ing.bpt.
me/ or via email transfer to concert
organizer Patti Bauer at theblueraven@shaw.ca.

Folk music and tenor grace ArtSpring
Two visiting groups
this week

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING
The musical storytelling
of Dave Gunning has been
compared to that of Gordon
Lightfoot, Bruce Cockburn
and Stan Rogers.
Gunning’s songs, accompanied on stage by the soulful solo notes of a guitar or
banjo, vary from historical
saga to personal reflection to songs of protest. On
Thursday, March 23, Gunning will treat an ArtSpring
audience to a taste of all
these flavours.
Gunning has an incredibly personable stage presence. He introduces his
songs with humble and
PHOTO COURTESY ARTSPRING
often hilarious anecdotes. In
Dave Gunning with his guitar at home in Nova Scotia. He’s at ArtSpring on Thursday, March 23.
one performance of These
Hands, Gunning entreated
his audience to sing along,
adding, “If there are any the experiences of Maritim- Benjamin Butterfield, a clasSarah Hagen, with her
high achievers in the crowd ers who migrate to Alberta to sical tenor who has toured br ight and open smile,
tonight, don’t beat your- work in the oil fields. Finally, internationally and now m a k e s a p e r f e c t c o u n selves up if you don’t nail I Robbed the Co. Store tells heads the voice program at terpoint to Butterfield’s
the first chorus. There’ll be the true story of a group of UVic’s School of Music, will more serious stage presanother chorus, I promise.”
British settlers who, in the perform with the accom- ence. Hagen brings a more
Gunning was born in Pic- 1770s, were forced to steal paniment of Sarah Hagen, experimental flare to the
tou County, Nova Scotia, supplies from a storehouse a Victoria-based classical world of classical piano
where he still lives, writes reserved for the troops, just pianist. Butterfield, who has through her work as the
and records. The spirit of to feed their families.
been described as “clari- director of Pro’ject Sound,
the Maritimes steeps his
To get you in the mood on-voiced,” has a 30-year a performance project that
deeply folksie music. They for this broad repertoire musical career under his combines live piano with
Don’t DoContact
That No More,
of music and
belt with previous teaching large-scale projected imagthe Driftwood
forstorytelling,
more information
from his 11th album, called Gunning’s 7:30 p.m. per- appointments at York Uni- es. Hagen and Butterfield
Lift, chronicles the fight of formance is preceded by a versity, the Opera Nuova perform at 7:30 p.m. on the
Pictou County locals against bar in the ArtSpring lobby, Edmonton, Opera on the 27th. Their appearance is
an environmentally disas- opening at 6:30 p.m.
Avalon Newfoundland, and proudly sponsored by Joan
trously pulp mill.
On Monday, March 27, a the Vancouver International Farlinger.
Alberta Gold, co-authored voice of a different flavour Song Institute, among othTi c k e t s a re a v a i l a b l e
by Matt Anderson, laments comes to ArtSpring’s stage. ers.
through ArtSpring.

gulfislandstourism.com

An informative, glossy,digest size magazine
plus website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com

250 537 9933
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LIVE THEATRE

Award-winning farce comes to Mahon Hall stage
Lend Me a Tenor opens
March 31
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

When the community theatre
group invited Inwood to direct a
piece, he made his selection based
on their core participants and what
would work well for them.

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Island theatre audiences can
look forward to some much-needed comedy this spring when Salt
Spring Community Theatre presents its take on the masterful farce
Lend Me a Tenor.
Opening Friday, March 31 at
Mahon Hall with dates across
two extended weekends, the play
promises to be just what the doctor ordered after a gruelling winter
filled with bad weather and worse
global politics. The winner of three
Tony Awards and four Drama Desk
Awards, the madcap script by Ken
Ludwig has been called “a masterpiece” and “one of the funniest
comedies ever written.”
At the helm of the Salt Spring
production is Damian Inwood, a
relative newcomer to the island
and to the troupe but no stranger
to community theatre. The retired
Vancouver Province journalist
began acting in 1993 and directing
in 2005 with groups like the Deep
Cove Stage Society and the North
Vancouver Community Players.
Inwood and his wife Charley
Miller got in touch with Salt Spring
Community Theatre after they
decided to move to the island a few
years ago. They have since been
involved doing sound and publicity for Rumors and The Shadow
Box.

“It’s quite challenging,
but it’s lots of fun. We
can’t wait to get in
front of an audience.”
damian inwood
Director,
Lend Me a Tenor
“I’ve seen Lend Me a Tenor a
number of times, and it’s hilarious,” he added.
The play is set in 1934 on the
10th anniversary of the Cleveland
Grand Opera Company. The world
famous tenor “Il Stupendo” is set to
appear as Otello for a special onenight-only performance when the
farce-dependent accidents, misunderstandings and cases of mistaken identity ensue.
“He arrives and things go pearshaped. Really, it’s about how they
manage the situation,” Inwood
explained.
Inwood is himself a tenor and
has sung with community and
higher level choirs for the past 28
years. His understanding of the
drama to be mined in the performance world has been happily offset by an encounter with Luciano

Pavarotti, whom he interviewed in
Vancouver during a time when the
great tenor’s marriage was publicly
falling apart.
The play involves six different
doors that players are constantly
opening and closing — sometimes
simultaneously — which means
timing is even more important
than it usually is.
“It’s quite challenging, but it’s
lots of fun. We can’t wait to get in
front of an audience,” Inwood said.
“The script is packed with laughs,
so it will be rewarding to finally get
the reaction.”
Inwood’s casting includes some
local community theatre stalwarts
such as Vera Algoet, Wendy Beatty,
Scott Merrick, St. Clair McColl and
Rosanne Leonoff. New to the Salt
Spring Community Theatre stage
are Michelle Bauer, Daniel Squizzato and Rosita Larrain.
Inwood said the group has
responded well to the script’s
inherent challenges — which,
despite the title, don’t actually
include a lot of opera singing.
“We have very good talent here,”
Inwood said, adding his key to
eliciting a great performance is to
make sure actors don’t just memorize their lines.
“I’m strict about the text; I like to
really study the script and what the
lines mean,” he said. “The other
thing is having fun. I think that’s
really important — I mean, we’re
not being paid, so that’s why we’re
doing it.”
The production promises to be

photo by charley miller

Salt Spring Community Theatre players Wendy Beatty, left, Scott Merrick
and Rosita Larrain in costume for Lend Me a Tenor, which opens Friday,
March 31 at Mahon Hall.
visually enjoyable as well as funny,
with costuming streaming both
from the 1930s time period and the
opera costumes for Otello. Audiences are encouraged to dress up
as if they were actually attending
a night out at a fine opera house,
and the community theatre troupe
will be doing its best to ensure the
whole of Mahon Hall looks the

part. And in grand opera tradition,
a cash bar will be available at intermission.
Shows run at 7:30 p.m. March
31 and April 1, and again from
Thursday, April 6 though Saturday, April 8. One matinee is
offered Sunday, April 2 at 2 p.m.
Advance tickets are available
through ArtSpring.

IMAGERY

Met Opera

Wisdom serves slideshow insights
April 1 retrospective and
island artist focus
A special presentation lights up
ArtSpring on Saturday, April 1 when
David Wisdom presents The Art of the
Slideshow in the Digital Age.
Wisdom is a visual artist whose
work has been exhibited at the Vancouver Art Galler y, the Teck and
Equinox Galleries in Vancouver and
at FaultLine Projects on Salt Spring
Island.
Wisdom began presenting public
slideshows in the late 1960s with a
group of friends that included Jeff
Wall, Ian Wallace and Rodney Gra-

David Wisdom.

ham, the
artists who
became the
core of the
so-called
Va n c o u v e r
School of
Photograp h y. T h e
four later
went on to
form the
music project UJ3RK5

in the late 1970s.
After 30 years as a network radio
host on CBC Radio 2, Wisdom
revived the public slide show con-

cept retooled for the digital age. Since
then he has presented multi-artist
shows in dozens of venues, including
the PuSH Festival in Vancouver, the
Elks Hall in Sidney, Nebraska, Mahon
Hall on Salt Spring Island, and for the
past eight years at the Vancouver Art
Gallery.
On April 1 at 7:30 p.m. he will present a retrospective of some of his
best shows as well as a richly varied
selection of projected work from Salt
Spring artists Seth Berkowitz, Connie Kuhns, Margarite Sanchez, Amy
Jones, Sophia Burke, Ahava Shira,
David Borrowman and others.
Ti c k e t s a re a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h
ArtSpring.

Idomeneo MAR 25
Mozart
250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

10 am

$21.95 | $18.95 | $12.95

WRITING

Novel submissions wanted by Mother Tongue
Competition for B.C.
writers runs again
Salt Spring Island-based
Mother Tongue Publishing
is holding its fourth Great
B.C. Novel Contest and
is putting out the call for
submissions.

The contest is open to
all writers living in British Columbia, and the
deadline for submitting an
unpublished manuscript
(a novel or novella) is Aug.
1, 2017.
Judges are well-known
B.C. novelists Audrey
Thomas and John Lent.

The winning manuscript will be announced
in December of 2017, for
publication the following
fall.
Its author will receive a
publishing contract with
Mother Tongue Publishing, and the opportunity
to work with a professional

editor, a $1,000 advance,
regional book launches, readings and festival
invites, and media coverage.
Fo r c o m p l e t e g u i d e lines, see the “Novel Contest” part of the company’s
website at www.mothertonguepublishing.com.

Benjamin

BUTTERFIELD tenor
Sarah

HAGEN piano
MON MAR 27 | 7:30PM

Generously sponsored by Joan Farlinger

250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

Adults: $28 Youth: $5
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Mar 22

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo - Judy Sims and
Band.
Judy Sims and band perform
Billie Holiday songs and more
at All Saints By-the-Sea as a
tribute to Judy’s mother Naidine
Sims, who died last year. 2:10
p.m. Followed by tea and treats.

Wed.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Mar 22

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Garden Club.
Paul and Lynn Wurz of Hidden
Acres Rhododendrons present
on The Joys of Building our
Garden. Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.

Dave Gunning.

Mar 23

ACTIVITIES

Green Drinks at Moby’s.
Monthly social mixer for
Transition Salt Spring, open
to everyone. Moby’s Pub. 5 to
7 p.m.

Thur.

Introductory Squash
Sessions.
Drop-in introductory sessions
at the new squash court at the
golf club. 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Mar 23

Dave Gunning Concert.
East Coast singer-songwriter
performs at ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Open Mic With Dave & Ross.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub.
9 p.m.

Fri.

Fri.

Mar 24

ACTIVITIES

Songjam.
Pub-style singalong to the
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s
Pub. 7:30 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

ACTIVITIES

Anxiety & Adolescence with
Dr. Kristin Buhr.
Develop a better understanding
of anxiety and anxiety problems
in children and youth, and
learn about helpful resources
and strategies for managing
anxiety. Free workshop. Register
through eventbrite.com. Salt
Spring Library Program Room.
6 p.m.

Thur.

Mar 25

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mar 24

Run For Cover Reunion
Weekend. See Friday’s listing.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

MaMuse Live in Concert.
Sarah Nutting and Karisha
Longaker play uplifting music
with deep roots in the folk and
gospel traditions. Stowel Lake
Farm at The Barn. 7 p.m.

Mar 25

ACTIVITIES

Argentine Tango Practica.
All are welcome to join the
tango group, Por el Amor del
Tango, at weekly practicas.
Every Friday at the Core Inn,
3rd floor. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: ssi.
tango@gmail.com.

Sat.

Sat.

Youth Movie Night.
Free screening of Reality Bites,
for ages 14 plus. Salt Spring
Island Public Library. 7 p.m.

Sun.

Mar 26

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
ACTIVITIES

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Mon. Mar 27 Wed.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sally Sunshine Celebration
of Life. All welcome to event
at Beaver Point Hall. Music,
speakers, crafts for kids, and
food. Beaver Point Community
Hall. 4 p.m.

What’s On - the go!

Benjamin Butterfield and
Sarah Hagen in Concert.
World renowned Canadian
tenor Benjamin Butterfield performs with pianist Sarah Hagen.
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Mar 29

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Prayerful Lenten Concert.
Works of J.S. Bach, Johannes
Brahms as well as 20th-century
composers Samuel Barber
and Maurice Duruflé will be
performed by organist Tristan
Rhodes. All Saints Anglican
Church. 7 p.m.

SS Transportation
ACTIVITIES
Commission.
Public welcome to observe
Library Spring Break Camp.
business meeting. Portlock Park Free activities: Skink on the
Portable. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Brink StoryTime for kids ages 5
to 7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon,
and Inside Out movie matinee
for kids ages 8 to 12 from 1:30
to 3 p.m. Sign up at the library
or call 250-537-4666.

Open Stage Old Timey Cafe.
Open stage with good music
and munchies. Alcohol-free and
Mar 28
ACTIVITIES
everyone welcome. On the last
Songjam.
Salt Spring Local Trust
Sunday of every month in the
See last Wednesday’s listing.
ACTIVITIES
Committee.
OAPO annex at Fulford Hall. 7
Regular business meeting opens
to 11 p.m.
Library Spring Break Camp.
at Lions Hall at 9:30 a.m., with Buck Dodgers String Band. MET Opera: Idomeneo.
Free activities: The Lorax movie
town hall and reports starting Live music at the Legion. 7:15
Mozart’s first operatic mastermatinee for kids ages 5 to 7,
ACTIVITIES
at noon.
p.m.
piece returns to the Met in the
10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, and
classic Jean-Pierre Ponnelle
Rollerblading.
Mosaic Flower Vase Craft Time
Salt Spring Weavers and Run For Cover Reunion
production, conducted by James Every Sunday at Fulford Hall
for kids ages 8 to 12 from 1:30
Spinners Guild.
Weekend.
Levine. ArtSpring. 10 a.m.
from 1 to 3 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Sign up for a day or
Meets every Thursday at
Beloved cover band plays Friday
the whole week at the library or
ArtSpring at 10:30 a.m.
and Saturday nights. Moby’s
BC SPCA AGM.
Introductory Squash
call 250-537-4666.
Pub. 9 p.m.
Salt Spring branch holds annual Sessions.
Library Book Club.
general meeting. Salt Spring
See Thursday’s listing, except
Floor Hockey.
This month’s pick is Dear Life
Island Public Library. 11 a.m.
the time is 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall.
ACTIVITIES
by Alice Munro. Salt Spring
7:30 p.m.
SS Forum presents Jennifer Death Cafe. If death’s the
Library. 1 to 3 p.m.
Ruckles’ World.
Welsh.
last stop for all of us, why are
Book launch and fundraiser for Introductory Squash
CBC’s 2016 Massey Lecturer
the Salt Spring Archives and Salt Sessions.
we not talking about it more?
speaks on The Return of History: Join JayaLynda Cole and other Spring Historical Society with
See Thursday’s listing except the
Conflict, Geopolitics and
Brenda Guiled, author of a new time is from 9 to 10:30 a.m.
facilitators for open, honest,
Migration in the 21st Century. and genuine dialogue. Free.
history of south-east Salt Spring
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Island. Salt Spring Island Public
Refreshments by donation.
Tristan Rhodes.
Library. 2 to 4:30 p.m.
ArtSpring lobby. 2 p.m.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

LION
March 24th - 28th Fri. to Tues. at 7pm
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

Exhibition
on Screen
One Day
Only
Thursday
April 13th
with a 3pm
matinee and
7pm show.

Tue.

Fabulous Flea Market.
Twice-a-year flea market at
Fulford Hall. Delicious homemade food also available. 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

noticed
g etboard

Fabulous Flea Market
Saturday, March 25
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

Fulford Hall
Delicious homemade food available
A fundraiser for the hall

Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250 537 1522

Brought to you By PATTISON SuBaru.

CINEMA

• Lion — Lion is an uplifting story about a boy lost on a train going across India, far
away from home. He learns to survive alone before being adopted by Australians. 25
years later, he sets out to find his family.
EXHIBITIONS

• Will Millar shows paintings at Gallery 8 daily through April 7.
• Tossed & Found - Part Deux runs at Salt Spring Gallery through March 28.
• Robert Potter shows oil landscape paintings from his travels at KiZmit Galeria
and Cafe until April 2, Thursdays through SundaysMarch
from 1117th
a.m.toto21st
4 p.m.-ish.
Fri. to through
Tues. 7pm
• Kristin Shoolbraid’s artwork is on display at TJ Beans
March.
Sun. 3pm matinee
• Johanna Hoskins exhibits in the ArtSpring lobby through
March.
and 7pm
• Judy McPhee shows photographs with a theme of automobiles at Embe’s sandwich shop through March and April.
• An exhibit of oil paintings by Sibylle Leimbigler is on display through March in
the Salt Spring Library Program Room.
• Margaret Ann Argiro shows photographs from Haida Gwaii in the hallway at
Salt Spring Coffee Co.

Saltspring Driftwood Ad March 22 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

noticed
getboard
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IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE EVENTS CALENDAR, EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!
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BOOK REVIEW

Gulf Islands life chronicled in orphaned goat story
Bill Richardson’s ‘poster
goat’ immortalized in
book form
Milli Goat, A Kid on Saturna
Island by Nancy Angermeyer, 2016
By cherie thiessen
D r i f t wo o d co n t r i b u to r

They say that New Zealand
has more sheep than people,
and it’s probably true to also say
that with over 250 feral goats on
Saturna Island, it has almost as
many goats as islanders.
Now professional photographer Nancy Angermeyer has
chronicled the life of one of them
in this, her first book, proving
that good things can come in
small covers. I know Milli Goat
would agree. This thin book at
first glance seems to be for all
children, but in fact it’s for the
children in us all.
I asked her what inspired her
to write it.
“Life happens, sometimes
out of our control and seriously,
like when my partner Richard’s
daughter was killed in a car accident at the age of 18. My mother
also died shortly after that and
the dawn of a new year was sadly
upon us,” she said. “Then there
are events that bring joy, like the
arrival of a goat that New Year’s
Eve, when our Airedale terrier
brought home a nearly dead newborn goat. We knew, along with

the dog and cat, that it could not
die and we named her Milli. She
was a gift, and after a few months
I knew I had to write the story,
even though it took me years to
do it.”
So this is a true story of the
orphaned kid who stole Bill Richardson’s heart with that first kiss.
(Yes, I mean “that” Bill Richardson of CBC fame.) Shortly thereafter she became the poster goat
of his popular radio program
called The Roundup, where people called in to share stories of
their everyday lives. Richardson
felt he needed a spokesgoat for
The Roundup, so Angermeyer
responded, and soon Milli’s was
the face that launched a thousand subsequent programs.

“Milli just gave me
entry to the up close
and personal world of
goats.”
NANCY ANGERMEYER
Milli Goat author

The author explains how it
all came about. “Bill Richardson at the time was the host and
was launching a national search
for a CBC ‘spokesgoat.’ At three
months old, Milli entered the
contest and won it. I decided

on telling the story through the
voice of the cat and illustrated
it with my photography. Milli’s
adventures along with the dog
and cat gave us so much enjoyment I wanted to share it with
others. And Milli indirectly
raised $5,000 by donation to
the Saturna Elementary School
through sales of Bill Richardson’s
book Dear Sad Goat, with Milli’s
face on it.”
The story goes like this. Milli’s
mother was probably devoured
by the wolf that for a time rampaged on Saturna, and the family
dog called Terra brought home
the newborn kid and dropped
it at her owners’ feet. She was
soon adopted by Terra, Angermeyer and her partner Richard
Blagborne. The 10-year-old tabby
Rudolph, who narrates the story,
soon adopts her as well.
Milli is one lucky kid. Now she
has a home with two humans and
two four-legged friends watching out for her. Her story grows
from bereavement to nurturing,
from obscurity to fame and from
despair to love, ever outwards
and expanding.
Angermeyer is a talented artist
and professional photographer,
so it shouldn’t be surprising to
discover that the book’s myriad
images, both colour and black
and white, are delightful.
“Many were taken out my
front window. Milli just gave me
entry to the up close and personal world of goats. When she was

Cover of Milli Goat, a Kid on Saturna Island.

forced to move outside, Richard
built her house, with her help, of
course. Milli used her house as
a form of birth control as all she
had to do was stand inside her
little house and fend off her suitors trying to make entry through
the one door. It worked sometimes. Milli’s first kid was born
right in front of the house with
the dog and myself as midwives.

At the next birth she came and
got us and took us to where her
new kid was.”
You can read the book in under
an hour, take another hour to
savour the photos and then
another hour to order several
copies to give to friends. It really
is the perfect gift; chronicling
Gulf Islands life and its many
rainbows like this one.

ART

Deadline nears for second annual residency program
Artists invited to
grow on Salt Spring
The application deadline
for the 2017 Salt Spring Artists in Residence program is
April 15.
For the second year in

a row, the Salt Spring Arts
Council and Artist in Residence steering committee are
offering a residency program
for visiting artists. Visits must
run between October 2017
and April 2018.
The SSAC invites artists to
“Come, share the experience

and engage with the creative
cultural community of Salt
Spring Island.”  
The Artist in Residence
program is open to all professionals working in the arts, in
any genre or medium, at any
stage of their careers, providing an opportunity for artists

to work in the vibrant arts
environment of Salt Spring
Island.
“The AiR program encourages applications from artists of diverse cultural and
regional backgrounds,” states
press material. “The intent is
to provide the time and space

for creativity and productivity
and to introduce visiting artists to Salt Spring Island and
its arts community.”
Residencies will be awarded based on available facilities, potential links to the
Salt Spring community, collaborative opportunities and

CONCERT PREVIEW

All Saints welcomes acclaimed organist
Pre-Easter reflection
and music
SUBMITTED BY ALL SAINTS
On Wednesday evening,
March 29 at 7 p.m., a Prayerful
Lenten Concert will be presented at All Saints By-theSea.
Wo r k s o f J . S . B a c h ,
Johannes Brahms, as well
as 20th-century composers
Samuel Barber and Maurice
Duruflé, will be performed by
Tristan Rhodes on the recently rebuilt organ at All Saints.
The concert pieces are
arranged within the framework of the customary 12 stations of the devotion on the
Way of the Cross, Jesus’ final

Organist Tristan Rhodes.
journey of his earthly ministry.
Rhodes served as organist
and choirmaster at the Angli-

can Church of St. John the
Divine in Victoria for a number of years, also establishing
a concert series and chamber
orchestra there.
Later, he played at the Old
Naval and Garrison Church
in Esquimalt (now known
as the Anglican Church of
Saints Peter and Paul). During his years in Victoria, he
also directed a men’s chorus
called Hector’s Friends, which
made several appearances at
All Saints’ Music and Munch
series.
When he retired in 2013, he
and husband Daniel moved
to Florida where a new director of music position awaited
him in a large Roman Catholic parish, as well as con-

cert performances and work
with the American Guild of
Organists. Finally the call of
their old home in Victoria
became too strong and they
moved back from Florida in
September 2016.
Rhodes has had a distinguished career as an organist,
composer, pianist and conductor both in Canada and
the United States rounded
out with a sojourn abroad. We
are pleased to welcome this
fine performer to the exceptional organ and acoustics at
All Saints.
Admission is by donation
and everyone is welcome
to an evening of pre-Easter
meditation, reflection and
music.

artistic merit.
Three artists were chosen
during the inaugural year:
Mia Daniels, Manuela de
Madeiros and Fraser McCallum.
Application information is available on the Salt
Spring Arts Council website.

I will help you design
your dream home

Dennis Maguire
Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

website:

www.dmarchitect.ca

Income Tax

CANADIAN & AMERICAN
PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT
Fulford Village Office
PH:

250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.
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people&community
community

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

ISLANDERS

Sally Sunshine’s unique gifts recognized in events

D.W. Salty
D.W. Salty
is looking for material
looking
material
daughter was born.is
Though
her for
romantic
all the ambulance and hospital crews said
forthat
hisshe
column,
relationships with the
fathers
of
her
children
they
did
not
think
would make the
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

PHOTO COURTESY SUSAN COGAN

The memory of local legend Sally Sunshine will be honoured by a celebration of life this
Saturday and an art show opening March 31.

Music, words and art show
commemorate life
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring community has been hit
hard this winter with the loss of several people who enriched the fabric of island life in
their teaching, sharing of the arts and sheer
force of personality.
Sally Sunshine, who died on Oct. 15, 2016,
was one of those people. Although her ways
of contributing may not have come with
formal titles or recognized institutions, the
impact she had ran especially deep, occurring on human and emotional levels. Known
for her smile, her hugs and her dancing
(before a bicycle accident left her paralyzed),
Sunshine held the kind of space in the community that makes the word “legendary” feel
insufficient.
Islanders will have the opportunity to pay
tribute to the light Sunshine cast at two different venues, beginning this weekend with
a celebration of life at Beaver Point Hall and
then with an interactive art show and song
circle program opening Friday, March 31 at
ArtSpring.
Saturday’s event starts at 4 p.m. and will
include music, speakers, a potluck meal

and arts and crafts activities for kids. Tara
MacLean-Grand, who is coordinating the
event for Sunshine’s three children Shawna
White, Sashah Klapkiw and Misha Lazzarotto, is just one of the people on whose life
Sunshine made a profound impact.
“I think that Sally was made of pure love,
and I think she made everyone who came
into her sphere feel they were the most special person in the world,” Maclean-Grand
said. “There aren’t a lot of people who can
authentically be like that — although we all
aspire to it — and she was one of the biggest
inspirations in my life.”
Sunshine started life in Toronto and in
her youth was nicknamed Sally. She was
of Ukrainian and Gypsy heritage, which
she was proud of. She was a gymnast and
a dancer, and performed many traditional
Ukrainian dances. Starting when she was a
teen, she was an advocate and active leader in many civil rights and environmental
advocacy protests throughout North America. She inspired many of the young activists
of today.
“She was a flower child in the essence of
what that is, not just the image of it,” White
said.
Sunshine had her sons when she lived on
Gabriola Island. She moved to Salt Spring
about 32 years ago, around the time her

July 1, 2
August 7
WHAT MAKES NATURE EVEN BETTER?
ARTISTS in NATURE!

Nature-inspired artists are flocking to
the first annual Art & Nature Fest to
celebrate Canada’s 150th this summer.
Submit your proposal
before March 31st.
saltspringconservancy.ca/art-and-nature-fest

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

didn’t last, she had lifelong friendships with trip home from the hospital,” White said.
them.
“Even in her death my mom left this world
Sunshine was dedicated to her children, with grace and beauty, In many cases famand later on, her grandchildren. But she was ily and friends have to go through watching
also famous for taking in a huge tribe of lost their loved ones in fear and pain over the
and needy souls, opening her doors to who- thought of their own death.
ever needed a safe haven.
“My mom made the gathering of peo“A lot of people would say ‘What would ple around her feel like they were watching
Sally do?’ because her moral code was so something beautiful. She at one point turned
If in
you
have
strong. She was a good
person
If you
have to the T, and and said “wowie zowie” with a twinkle
her
information
on any
information
any do to eye and her musical voice, said
she really did everything
she on
could
‘I am dying,
of our streets,
our streets,
make a difference,” of
White
said. “And people I am really doing it.’ And then she smiled.”
please contact
please contact
loved her. She connected
with people —
Sunshine loved bright colours and
nature,
us at:
at:
even just catching us
someone’s
eye walking and was especially fond of gardening and
250-537-9933 or
250-537-9933
or
across the street.”
sunsets. She was always into journalling
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
MacLean-Grand dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
was 19 and feeling lost with mixed text and drawing, but paintwhen she first met Sunshine at the protest ing became an important outlet after her
camps at Clayoquot Sound. Sunshine was accident. Her friend Susan Devor Cogan
diffusing protesters’ fears by gently danc- took the initiative to have 80 pieces of her
ing around them at the campfire. The two work framed for the upcoming exhibit at
women became dear friends, the reason ArtSpring, which will include song circles,
MacLean-Grand moved to Salt Spring after talking circles and performances every day
spending years concentrating on her music (except Wednesday) at 1 p.m.
career. (She was discovered on a ferry when
Lisa Sigurgeirson Maxx will perform
coming over to Salt Spring for a visit.)
excerpts from “letters to sally” there on April
“Somehow after I met her, wonderful 2 and April 8. It was 1974 and Maxx was a
things started happening for me, and she barefoot 14-year-old girl dancing at a party
taught me to smile no matter what. She was on Gabriola when she first met Sunshine,
pivotal in my life and so many others for who was also dancing barefoot at the time.
D.W.
Salty
looking
for a lifelong friendship.
D.W. Sa
finding our way back
to love
—is
real
love —for material
They too started
column,
and that’s why I willhis
always
say she was the
The excerpts come from a manuscript
Streets of Salt Spring Island
Str
heart of Salt Spring Island,” MacLean-Grand containing letters Maxx wrote to Sunshine
If you have information on any of our
said.
20 years later describing her emotional and
streets, please contact us at:
A freak bicycle accident
in 1998
spiritual journey resulting from the painful
250-537-9933
or left Sundwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
shine a quadriplegic.
She spent time at a experience of becoming disabled and hosrehabilitation centre in Vancouver but was pitalized with severe rheumatoid arthritis.
determined to return home instead of mov- She was inspired to start writing after having
ing into a care facility. Characteristically, she a vision at Sunshine’s house, and the simulused her misfortune to help others, taking taneous prompting by Sunshine to share her
advantage of a special funding program to story.
train and hire friends and family members
A standing agreement between the two
as caregivers.
women was that Sunshine would share her
Aaron Redford, who met Sunshine in 2001, paintings with the public only when Maxx
was one of the people Sunshine trained.
published her book. She’s now working on
“She retained the use of her arms, head, completing the manuscript to keep that
neck and shoulders, and although she lost promise.
the dexterity in her fingers, she could feed
“I was one of the very few people she could
herself, paint watercolours and hug like a speak with about disability and living within
goddess,” Redford wrote. “I had no prior the confines of physical body limitations,”
experience working as a physiotherapist or Maxx recalled. “I didn’t realize until after her
as a caregiver, but for Sally the only qualifica- passing how terrified both of us have been
tions were that I was fun and willing to take of sharing that all these years. Because for
her out on adventures.”
me, the letters are such a raw and vulnerSunshine’s ability to breathe was impacted able body of work. And I think Sally felt the
by her condition. Her family called White same way about her paintings, because she
home when it became clear her mother was was painting within the confines of quaddying. As a stewardess on super yachts she riplegia.”
is often far away, and in this case was on a
The exhibition runs March 31 to April 9,
difficult-to-reach rural island in Indonesia.
10 a.m to 5 p.m., with an opening reception
“She hung on till a few hours after my two- on Friday, March 31 at 4 p.m. Cogan will
day trip from because she promised me she sing from her upcoming CD Nine Goddess
would hang on for her baby girl, even though Tales on April 1 and April 9.

GARDENING

Rhodo experts present at garden club
March 22 at Meaden Hall
The Joys of Building our Garden is the
topic of the night at the March 22 Salt
Spring Garden Club meeting.
The event is presented by Paul and
Lynn Wurz of Hidden Acres Rhododen-

drons, located on 8.6 acres just north of
Campbell River.
Paul Wurz is a retired school teacher
who developed a serious interest in rhododendrons 25 to 30 years ago. Besides
operating a rhododendron specialty
nursery, Paul is active in the North

Island Rhododendron Society and has
been president several times. Lynn is an
avid collector of many plant cultivars,
including dahlias, ferns, begonias and
other shade plants.
Tonight’s meeting begins at 7 p.m. at
Meaden Hall.

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
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EXPLORATIONS

Death Café sets the table for discussing ‘the last taboo’
Next café event on
March 25
BY PAT BURKETTE
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r

I walked to the Death Café on a
cold Saturday afternoon in February. The grey, cloudy sky threatened
snow. Ganges streets seemed deserted. I could hear my own footsteps. I
felt edgy.
Seemed about right.
Death, after all, is a word people
speak quietly, often solemnly. Tears
in their eyes and fear in their hearts.
And death is the topic people discuss at the Death Café.
I took a deep breath, opened
the doors of ArtSpring, where Salt
Spring’s Death Cafés are held, and
stepped into the bright light of the
lobby. I loosened my scarf and got
a cup of coffee and a cookie. Sustenance for the road ahead.
But after listening to many of the
two dozen other people who had
gathered in a circle of chairs, I realized how important the road’s end is
to us humans. Important, and mysterious. Death Cafés may not solve
that mystery, but they can encourage discussion about what has been
called “the last taboo.” They are, in
fact, directed discussion groups,
rather than grief counselling or support sessions.
Bernard Cretazz, a Swiss sociologist and anthropologist, organized
the first Death Café in 2004 to try
to break the “tyrannical secrecy”
surrounding the topic of death.
Britisher Jon Underwood and his
mother, psychotherapist Sue Barsky
Reid, were inspired by Cretazz and
held the first Death Café in the UK
in September 2011. They went on to
produce a guide to running a Death
Café, as well as a website, deathCafé.com, with a stated goal of trying
“to increase an awareness of death
with a view to helping people make

photo by pat burkette

From left, Anna Haltrecht, Judith Avery and JayaLynda Cole at last month’s Death Café event.
the most of their (finite) lives.” Since
September 2011, Death Cafés have
been held in 42 countries.
Anna Haltrecht, who teaches
Feldenkrais, Pilates and dance, is
the organizer behind Salt Spring’s
Death Cafés. Three years ago, as
dance outreach co-ordinator for
Made in BC, she brought Highgate,
a performance by Tara Cheyenne
Friedenberg, who creates hybrid
dance-theatre, to ArtSpring. Billed
as “a morbid romp through Victorian funerary culture,” Highgate had
five dancer-actors play out personal
and collective grief.
Still inspired by Highgate, Haltrecht learned about the Death Café
concept from Salt Spring Hospice

expert

administrator Rob Lowrie. On Nov.
8, 2014, she organized a cemetery
walk at Central led by Dave Phillips,
and held a Death Café at ArtSpring,
which helps sponsor and support
the cafés by providing free space
and refreshments.
“After I created the first one,
I knew I couldn’t stop,” said Haltrecht.
She began developing the idea,
teaming up with Salt Spring Hospice to get some great facilitators.
For February’s Death Café, cofacilitators Judith Avery and JayaLynda Cole from Salt Spring Hospice were onboard to guide the
discussion.
“This is trying to normalize the

ADVICE
Mechanic

Spring Tips:

If you could save yourself
money on gas by spending
fifteen minutes every couple
of days would you do it?

indoor pool

250-537-1402 • 262 Rainbow Road

3.25” x 4.25”
GYLE
KEATING

The answer for most people is yes.
If you could save even more by doing regular vehicle
maintenance would you?
The answer should still be yes.
Things as simple as keeping tires properly inflated,
engine oil and coolant levels maintained make a significant
difference to fuel economy. Checking these things yourself
takes only minutes.
Having your car maintained by professionals at regular
intervals laid out in your owners manual will also help to get
the most out of your fuel dollar.
During regular service your technicians trained eye will
pick out developing problems, giving you a chance to do
preventative maintenance.
Drive Safe, Gyle
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How Should I
Prepare My House
For Listing? Part 3

Jan

Macpherson
DOCUMENT PREPARATION Simplify the buying process!
The following documents will assist the buyer and their
agent in understanding your home: title search documents
(including any easements, rights of way, restrictive covenants,
building schemes), building, septic system, wood stove
permits, septic pump out & maintenance records, well log &
water test, water leases or licenses, survey map & or certificate
of location, home owner warranty etc, (where applicable).
if you don’t have these documents your realtor can assist.
by having all of your paperwork in order you set the stage for
ease of negotiations for your property. a buyer will have more
confidence in making an offer on your home when they can
review paperwork that is readily available upon request.
Document preparation will help you to obtain the best
price possible!

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2016 (VREB)
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Rainbow Road

250-537-9933 or
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM
To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

Real Estate

Fitness Expert
Spring has arrived and with it we
BRENDA
experience longer days, increased energy
AKERMAN
levels, and greater motivation to get
moving. This might mean working in the garden, walking,
golfing or playing tennis. Try to keep your regular fitness
program up, as it will give you more energy for your extras.
As we get busier, remember to eat 3 balanced meals and not
just grab something on the run. Increase your water intake as
the weather gets warmer and life get busier. Also remember
to take 15 to 30 minutes everyday for some quiet time for
yourself to keep yourself balanced.
The pool is a great place to work out at as you will not
overheat as the weather gets warmer.
Come to Aqua Fit at 8:00 am, 9:30 am or 1:00 pm on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Come for a swim and
enjoy the hot tub as another option to stay relaxed.
Hope to see you soon at the pool!

whole process,” explained Cole.
“When my grandfather was
dying,” added Avery, “he died at
home. As a little kid, I can remember crawling under the casket. Now
death is sometimes like it’s coming
from way out in left field.”
Cole went on to outline Death
Café guidelines for participants.
“The purpose is not counselling.
We encourage you to share your
thoughts and feelings about death.
What is said here stays here, in that
we ask people to keep names confidential. Give people space to share
completely. Be respectful and don’t
interrupt. We also discourage cross
talk. Honour other people’s sharing.
We’re all different.”

Then Cole opened the discussion, asking people to talk about
what brought them to the café.
Some participants spoke about
preparing for the end of life, and the
loss of a loved one. Several parents
discussed the difficulty of getting
their adult children to accept and
prepare for the eventual loss of their
mothers and fathers. A woman talked about her meditation technique
that is like a death rehearsal, imagining herself travelling down a river,
sometimes hitting obstacles. A man
spoke of recent health issues, after
a lifetime of enjoying good health,
which suddenly made him realize
he was old, and gave him a timeline
to deal with death.
A moving recollection of a daughter’s death by a father who felt he saw
her soul leave her body left the room
in total silence for several minutes.
“Thank-you for being vulnerable,”
said Cole.
Those who wish to visit a Death
Café have two upcoming opportunities. There will be Death Cafés at
ArtSpring on March 25 and April
29 from 2 to 4 p.m. The Death Café
on April 29 will be preceded by a
cemetery walk in St. Mark’s Cemetery on Baker Road at 1 p.m. Dave
Phillips will tell the stories of the
people buried there. Following the
walk, the Death Café will be held at
ArtSpring, which will be open at 2
p.m. for folks to gather, in case the
walk runs a bit late.
The April date is personally
important to Haltrecht. It is also
International Dance Day, and husband Ron Brunette died on April
28, 1996.
“It is a way for me to honour
the anniversary of the death of my
loved one, as well as for everyone
to honour those who have gone
before,” explained Haltrecht, “and
also to commemorate dance, to
open themselves up to the flow of
life and death.”

TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of
listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2016

chairman’s
club
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#2 AD
Carol Malloch, AMP

Arlene Modderman, AMP

carol@mortgagedepot.ca

arlene@mortgagedepot.ca

250 537 4090 204-149 Fulford-Ganges Road (by appt. only)

ROTATE
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Bernard
LeBlanc
FINE FURNITURE & MILLWORK
• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage
solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and
accessories
bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

ph/fax: 778.353.1963
cell: 250.538.7570

“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

ANNA J. PUGH
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Find us by accident!

P E R S O N A L L AW C O R P

COMPLETE
COLLISION
REPAIRSAgreements
• Wills, Estates,
Power of Attorney/Representation
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
*ICBC accredited Express
*Air Conditioning
• Matrimonial agreements
Valet Shop
*Auto• Corporate/Commercial
Glass Replacement
• Elder Law • Guardianship
*All Private Insurance
*Guaranteed Workmanship
*Wheel
Alignments
ANN
A J . P U G H L AW C O R P O R AT I O N
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

ph: 250.537.5505

cell: 250.539.0012

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Blue Velvet Upholstering

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

email: anna@ssilaw.ca

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Salt Spring office located at

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care
Facility Visits

For appointments call
1-250-710-1884

HAPPY 200TH:
Celebrating BMO’s 200th
anniversary in Canada (and
its 71st year on Salt Spring
Island) with a special Embe
Bakery cake and more on
Friday are, from right, new
Ganges branch manager
Erin Bettger-Phillips and
her team of Ola Fadayiro,
Debra Nowell, Dani Greene,
Akin Jolaawo and Meiling
Spencer.

ISLAND HISTORY

Families’ history covers fertile ground
Ruckles World
launched this
Sunday
By PAT BURKETTE
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r

Ruckles’ World, A History
of South-East Salt Spring
Island, by Brenda Guiled,
will be launched at the Salt
Spring Island Public Library
Program Room on Sunday,
March 26, from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
Guiled is selling 200 numbered, signed copies at cost,
$45.23, plus a discretionary
donation to the Salt Spring
Island Historical Society and
Archives to support upcoming projects.
The book itself? No question, it’s big.
I mean, it’s physically big,
with dimensions of 8.5 by
11 inches, a length of 228
pages, and 450 illustrations
and photos provided by the
SSIHS.
Ruckles’ World is big in
scope too, offering huge
information about southend history.
And it comes wrapped
in big dreams; dreams that
sparked its inception, and
dreams for an island future
that shows respect for the
past.
Guiled created the book
in a hectic eight months
in 2016, as a way of raising
funds to move the 110-yearold Monk farmhouse, located
in the Beaver Point area, to
Ruckle Provincial Park where
it would serve as an interpretive centre. Then in February 2017, the house was
bulldozed, due to owner Bay
Ridge Place strata council’s
liability concerns.
Ruckles’ World follows the
stories of First Nations, first
newcomers, pre-empting
newcomers (with all the old
island names you may or may
not know like Ruckle, Mahoi,

ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS

yes, rotated for mar 22

Book cover of Ruckles World by Brenda Guiled.
Stowe, Trages, Pappenberger,
Fisher, Musgrave, Whims and
McLennan), fee simple land
owners, and helping hands,
such as Chinese and Japanese labourers, and teachers. The book also tracks area
landmarks like Beaver Point
School, Beaver Point Hall and
Fulford Hall.
Guiled covers the period
from the 1770s to the 1920s,
but adds later information
about south-end families
where possible, relying on
archival and genealogical
information available from
public records.
In writing Ruckles’ World,
a highlight for Guiled was
researching the history of
First Nations women. Six
pages in the book detail First
Nations women who married some of Salt Spring’s settler bachelors from the 1860s
onward.

“I was astonished by the
importance of these women,
and the depth of their influence,” said Guiled.
The story of the Ruckle
family is also key to southeast Salt Spring. Henry Ruckle pre-empted 338 acres at
Beaver Point in 1872. He
and wife Ella Anna became
go-to people in their neighbourhood. Henry was Beaver Point’s road foreman and
postmaster, and the Ruckles
spearheaded construction of
the Beaver Point School.
“The Ruckles are important because of their understanding of community and
how you build community,”
said Guiled. To this day, that
holds true on Salt Spring.
“Their land,” said Guiled,
“has become public land
through their agreement
with BC Parks. The community has access.”

Gu i l e d s a i d t h a t t h e
Monks, whose home was the
initial motivator for her book,
were important for their connection to the Ruckles. Jim
Monk, who was in the second wave of land owners in
the south, buying his land,
dubbed Fernhill Farm, from
pre-emptor William Haumea, shared a load of lumber
with Ruckle sons Alfred and
Daniel Henry, so they could
finish the interiors of their
houses around 1906.
“Their houses,” said Guiled
“were a set.”
The Ruckle/Monk connection also illustrates the differences between first and
second waves of newcomers
to Salt Spring.
“The second wave was the
merchant class,” said Guiled.
Guiled calls her book of
histories of south-end families a “micro-history.” “It’s a
field-guide,” she adds, a way
of navigating through historically important people and
locations.
She’s hoping that navigation can be further assisted
by Salt Spring Island Historical Society projects such as
placement of plaques on historical buildings and renewal of a heritage history tour
brochure. SSIHS has applied
for a BC Museums Association grant to help with those
endeavours.
Guiled also wants to pursue some type of heritage
designation for older buildings on Salt Spring, starting
with input gathering to gauge
pubic interest and support.
And she’s not done with
the Ruckles. She belongs
to the BC Parks volunteer
group, Friends of Ruckle
Park (friendsruckleparkheritage.ca), which is now
focusing on inventorying
the Alfred Ruckle house in
Ruckle Park, with the goal of
continuing to preserve our
island heritage.
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EDUCATION

Students explore Species at Risk topics

here’s
my card
Stephen - from the Island, for the Island
STEPHEN P

ROBERTS

SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS

info@stephenproberts.ca
@SRobertsBC
Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

heres my card

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553
Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288
Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com
Photo by Jen MacLellan

From left, Salt Spring Elementary School students Luke Bevan, Atticus Crawford and Jack Nuyens with their killer whale project at
a March 13 Species at Risk Fair held in cooperation with the Salt Spring Island Conservancy.

Salt Spring
Elementary kids’
research covers 42
island species
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Elementary
St u d e n t s re ve a l e d t h e i r
newfound knowledge of
the local ecosystem with
their first ever Species at
Risk Fair last Monday.
Five classes at the
school have been studying with Salt Spring Island
Conservancy school program coordinators Charlotte Bowman and Cathy
Lenihan for the past three
months, with funding supplied by a federal Habitat Stewardship Program
grant. During the process
they have investigated all
42 animal species at risk
that live on or around Salt
Spring, from the threaded
vertigo (a snail) and the
blue-grey taildropper (a
tiny violet-coloured slug)
to the southern resident
killer whale.
“This has been a phen o m e n a l p r o j e c t . I t ’s
worked out very very
well because the teachers
have been completely on
board,” said Lenihan.
“The amazing thing is all
the kids have been thoroughly engaged,” Bowman
said.
Len iha n a n d Bow man
thought it might be a
hard sell to get students
interested in some of the
lesser-known species at
r i s k . In d e e d , t h e i r i n i tial discussion with students about what the term
meant turned up talk of the
world’s iconic large mam-

mals: pandas, polar bears,
elephants and tigers.
But once they explained
the importance of ever y
species in its native enviro n m e n t a s p a r t o f t h e
interconnected web of life,
they found students were
just as happy to take up an
invertebrate for their project as they were the killer
whale.
“They totally got it. The
little ones, the ugly ones,
the unappetizing ones are
just as important as the
majestic ones with all the
media attention,” Lenihan
said. “They were on board.
They wanted to do the animals here on Salt Spring
that were at risk.”
The majority of animals
at risk on Salt Spring are
birds, but the list includes
m a m m a l s , re p t i l e s a n d
a m p h i b i a n s, a s w e l l a s
mollusks and insects. The
most extreme estimate by
the World Wildlife Fund
is that up to two-thirds
of the planet’s vertebrate
species will disappear in
our lifetime. The conservancy team didn’t weigh
the students down with
this alarming prediction;
instead they talked about
the reasons each species is
currently at risk and what
individual islanders can do
to help.
“Our goal is that they
become stewards. Our
theme in teaching is, ‘By
educating you guys, you
can go out and pass on
that knowledge,’” Bowman
explained.
For example, three of
the 10 different bat species
that can be found on Salt
Sp r i n g a re e n d a n g e re d .
Part of the conversation
Bowman and Lenihan had

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Kapa Kai Glass

TROY KAYE

250-653-4148

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

DRIFTW

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca
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Peregrine falcon display at the Species at Risk Fair.
with students included the
fact that bats are at risk,
in part, because humans
have been afraid of them
and often treat them like
vermin to be exterminated
when nests are in or near
their homes.
Bats aren’t the only animals whose habitat has
come into conflict with
that of humans. Since
European arrival on Salt
Spring, human settlement
has overlapped and subsumed wild animal territories. Heron nests are
now sometimes found in
the middle of town, like
the ones the birds used

next to the Rainbow Road
Pool for a few years before
being abandoned. Other
species make use of urban
waterways such as Swanson’s Pond, Swanson Creek
and Ganges Creek. Bowman and Lenihan have led
the students on field trips
to all of these areas, as well
a s t h e Ga n g e s Ha r b o u r
waterfront, as part of their
learning journey.
Student research projects included answering
a set of specific questions
about the species in question and then creating a
three-dimensional component.

Save the ferry fare!
MATCH
We PRICE STORES
OFF-ISLAND

ces
New Applianjor
Over 40 Ma
Brands

Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Th

Dri
Y o u r

Peter Andress
Service for all models

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com
Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

All liner ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

ji

ji

PERSONAL SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
AUCTIONS
ONLINE AUCTION - OPENS
MARCH 20 -- CLOSE MARCH 28 Court Ordered Sale of a COMPLETE PIZZA RESTAURANT plus
HIGH END BAKERY & ICE
CREAM SHOP EQUIP - Incl. 7 Hobart Mixers, Combi Ovens, Soft
Serve Machines, Mixers, Slicers,
Coolers, Freezers, Walk-Ins, Cooking Equip, Dishwashers, Coffee
Equip, TV’s, Smallwares & more.
VIEW ONSITE & ONLINE & BID AT
www.activeauctionmart.com. Active
Auction Mart, 295 - 19358 96th
Ave, Surrey, BC, V4N4C1 - Tel
604-371-1190 - buyit@activeauctionmart.com

HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? Restrictions
in
Walking/Dressing?
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply Today For Assistance: 1-844-4535372.

David Alexander
(Sandy) Kerman
On March 16th 2017, at
the age of 37, David (Sandy)
Kerman died of a rare form of
cancer, surrounded by his family;
wife, Megan, daughter Kinsley, parents Dave and
Frances and sister Sarah.
David was loved by all who knew him. He will
be deeply missed. The world is undoubtedly a better
place for having him in it.
A celebration of life will be held on March 25th,
2017 at Stowell Lake Farm, at 3:00.
In lieu of flowers a fund will be set up at CIBC for
his daughter Kinsley.

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available.
Get online training you need from
an employer-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your workat-home career today!

FUEL/FIREWOOD

PERSONAL SERVICES
Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.com
We’ll help you get a fresh start!

LEGALS
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer
Employment/Licensing loss? Travel/Business opportunities? Be embarrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.
File Destruction. Free Consultation
1-800-347-2540.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

PERSONALS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

MEDICAL HEALTH
CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Attention British Columbia residents:
Do you or someone you know suffer from a disability? Get up to
$40,000 from the Canadian Government. Toll-free 1-888-511-2250
or
www.canadabenefit.ca/free-assessment

1-855-527-4368

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

LOST - Prescription Glasses - in Ganges area. Call
Mike at: 250 538-8760

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

DENIED
Canada
Pension
Plan disability benefits? Under
65 and want to apply for CPP
disability benefits? Disability
Claims Advocacy Clinic can
help.
Call
1-877-793-3222
www.dcac.ca

ARTHUR GEOFFREY CUE

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Geoff left us quietly at home on August 27, 2016.
He was born November 19, 1927 in Winnipeg,
grew up in West Vancouver, retired to Salt Spring
Island, and spent his last years in Colwood with his
daughter, Maureen. He is survived by his daughters
Melody and Maureen and his son, Michael,
daughter-in-law Samrawit and grandson Lucas.
Geoff had a good life. His wife Doreen, was a
true partner, they loved each other, and showed it,
until her passing in 2000. He had his health, sense
of humor, family and wonderful friendships from
childhood through work and retirement.
Geoff expressed his creativity best through his
woodworking skills. From large projects like his
log house, to beautifully crafted Winsor chairs. His
projects had to be both useful and beautiful.
There are reminders of Geoff throughout the
Island, and in his friends and family’s lives and homes.
Geoff ’s ashes were spread on SSI by family,
appropriately on St Patrick’s Day.

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

LOST AND FOUND

FIREWOOD

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

BUSINESS SERVICES
PAUL’S FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

COMPUTER SERVICES

CAMP
at

Salt Spring
Library
Featuring Special Guest Storyteller Anne Glover
Friday from 10:30-11:30 (ages 5-7),
& 1:30-3:00 (ages 8-12)
For more information see our website:
http://saltspring.bc.libraries.coop/

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMING EVENTS

50th Grad Reunion
Gladstone Secondary
School Class of 1967
Date: June 24, 2017
in Burnaby B.C.
For further information
contact Doreen:
doreensutherland67@
gmail.com or 604-437-1253

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SOCIETY FOR THE
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (BC SPCA)

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH OF THE BC SPCA

In accordance with Bylaw 5.15(d), 9.5(b), 9.5(d) and 14 of the
Bylaws of The British Columbia Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, Notice is hereby given that the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the:
SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH
Will take place on: Saturday March 25, 2017
11 am - 1 pm
At: Salt Spring Public Library Media Room
129 McPhillips Avenue Salt Spring Island
For the purpose of: Electing members of the Community Council for
the branch, as well as conducting any other business of the Branch
For further information on the meeting or to obtain a copy of
the draft agenda, please contact
Blythe MacDonald - bmacdonald@spca.bc.ca or
Theresa Bruce - tbruce22@shaw.ca
A copy of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society is available
at: http://www.spca.bc.ca/assets/documents/about/governancedocuments/approved-constitution.pdf

Helset Design

PETS

PROTECT
OUR
PLANET...

PETS
WOLF PUPS mid to high-mid content starting at $1700. For more info
call 250-701-6044 or visit warmlandwolves.com

News Updates

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY, MARCH 28-31• FREE!

=<
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

RECYCLE THIS
NEWSPAPER.

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

CANADIAN FIREARMS
SAFETY COURSE

To own firearms in Canada you must take the
Canadian Firearms Safety Course. Courses are
Sundays at the Saltspring Island Rod & Gun Club
located at 223 Long Harbour Road. This 8 hour
course starts at 9:00 am and finishes at 5:00 pm.
All training firearms provided in the course are
disabled and use dummy ammunition. Cost is $160
and includes the CFSC manual. To pre-register,
please contact Ken Cameron a Government
Certified CFSC Instructor at 250-537-1243 or
kc12@telus.net. Pre-registration is required.

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and
berry seedlings delivered.
Order online at www.treetime.ca or call 1-866-8733846. New growth guaranteed.
SAWMILLS from only $4,397 MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready to
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.
STEEL
BUILDING
SALE
....“PRICED TO SELL”
20X21
$5,997. Front & Back Walls Included. 30X33 $7,339. No Ends Included. 35X37 $11,782. One End Wall
Included. Check out www.Pioneersteel.ca for more prices. Pioneer
Steel 1-855-212-7036

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY OWNER
404 Young St., Parksville, B.C.
For Sale By Owner. 250-9370673 Info Facebook link
fb.me/ParksvilleGardenersDream

HOUSES FOR SALE
ULTRA AFFORDABLE,
modern
homes for British Columbia starting
at $80,000 delivered. Don’t overpay!
2017’s
available
now;
w w w. b e s t b u y h o u s i n g . c o m .
Text/Call 778-654-0345. 1433 Velocity St., Kelowna. Canada’s largest home selection!

SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 19
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YOUTH

Fire cadet boot camp inspires teens for seventh year
Pender-based
immersion week
underway
SUBMITTED BY GIFRCC
Pender Island Fire/Rescue, in association with
Salt Spring Island Fire/
Rescue, is guiding 20 courageous youths through
an intense spring break
week of hands-on fire/
rescue training this week.
Training camp director
Mike Dine, who is also
the Pender Island Fire/
Rescue Deputy Chief,
said this year’s firefighter
camp “is a great way to
challenge teens mentally
and physically.”
The camp was launched
by Dine in 2005 and runs
every other year.
T h i s y e a r ’s c a m p
includes 14 boys and six
girls between the ages of
15 and 18. The teens participating are from Victoria, Sidney, Saanichton,
No r t h Sa a n i c h , B re n t wood Bay, Delta, Pender
and Salt Spring islands.
“This unique boot camp
has helped its graduates reach new levels of
confidence, self-esteem,

strength, teamwork and
i n i t i a t i v e ,” s a i d D i n e .
“Their rigorous instruction will include structure
f i re s, a u t o e x t r i c a t i o n ,
high-angle rope rescue,
search and rescue, medic a l f i r s t re s p o n s e a n d
other related skills, totalling 100 hours of training.”
Members from the
RC M P, Roy a l Ca n a d i a n
Marine Search and Rescue, and Southern Gulf
Islands Emergency Program are also lending their support to this
important initiative.

“This level of
immersion and
intensity has shown
remarkable results.”
DEPUTY CHIEF MIKE DINE
Pender Island Fire/Rescue
At 1 0 a . m . Sa t u rd a y,
M a rc h 2 5 , t h e c a d e t s’
week of exhaustive training will culminate in
rotating demonstrations

Need Packing Paper?
RENTALS
Puppy
Paper?
STORAGE
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

of their newly acquired
skills followed by a team
challenge and awards ceremony.
The concept for the
camp has been endorsed
by the Ca nadi an Assoc i a t i o n o f F i re C h i e f s.
Although there are a
h a n d f u l o f f i re f i g h t i n g
c a d e t p ro g ra m s a c ro s s
Canada, the Gulf Islands
Fire/Rescue cadets live,
work and play with firefighters and community
mentors 24 hours a day
for six consecutive days.
“This level of immersion and intensity has
shown remarkable results.
The camp is made possible through hundreds
of volunteer hours contributed by more than 40
firefighters and support
crews from Pender and
Salt Spring Fire/Rescue.
As well, three graduates of
the cadet program (now
all qualified firefighters)
will be returning to lend
a hand in giving the new
cadets the experience of a
lifetime,” Dine said.
Pender Island Fire/Rescue Chief Charlie Boyte
added, “Every cadet camp
brings us a new apprecia-

DRIFT WOOD CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
1 HOME PARCEL - Prince George,
BC. Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved Auction, May 2 in Prince
George. 344.742 +/- title acres. 165
+/- cultivated acres. 980 +/- sq. ft.
mobile home plus additions. Jerry
Hodge:
780-706-6652.
Realtor:
Tom Moran (PREC) - Re/Max
Dawson Creek Realty;
rbauction.com/realestate.

ARMSTRONG HOTEL & SALOON
- Armstrong, BC. Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved Auction, April
26 in Edmonton. 16 guest rooms,
saloon & restaurant. Jerry Hodge:
780-706-6652; Realtor: Tom Moran
(PREC) - Re/Max Dawson Creek
Realty; rbauction.com/realestate.

RENTALS
HOMES FOR RENT

our youth.”
The camp is held at
Pender Island Fire/Rescue’s Hall #1, located at
4 4 2 3 B e d w e l l Ha r b o u r
Rd . T h e So u t h e r n Gu l f
Islands have seven fire
departments that respond
to hundreds of emergency calls each year. They
include structure and

wild fires, auto accidents,
medical calls, rope rescue, hazardous materials spills, boating disasters, missing persons and
other 911 related events.
Their services also
include public education, fire prevention and
inspection programs
among others.

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com
READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor

TIP OF THE WEEK

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.6871

Aries is the first sign of the Zodiac. Its core symbolism is directly linked to the rising sun and the exact moment of daybreak in the original
Zodiac - the circle of life produced by the apparent path of the Sun and its intimate relationship shared with our experiences here on Earth,
especially manifesting as the seasonal round. It is the power of this dawning moment when the Sun peaks over the edge of the horizon, which
reveals the essence of Aries. This powerful event represents the beginning of a new day and can also be described as a call to adventure
which involves being courageous, pioneering and fully present. Interestingly, in the Sidereal Zodiac, there remains debate about where
exactly 0 degrees begins in the constellation that was given to symbolize Aries. This debate encompasses 10 degrees of celestial longitude,
which is quite a wide margin of space. The circle of life produced by the apparent path of the Sun and its intimate relationship shared with our
experiences here on Earth. Currently, the hours of daylight and night are equal, the core feature of Spring Equinox. As well the Sun is exactly
conjunct Venus in Aries and Mercury will be exactly conjunct Uranus in Aries on March 26th. Are you ready to be ignited?
................................................................................................................................................................................................................

SELF STORAGE

GARAGE SALES

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

FABULOUS FLEA MARKET
Sat. March 25, 10 am - 2 pm
at Fulford Hall. Delicious
Homemade Food Available.

Basic FOODSAFE. Monday,
April 3, 2017 from 8:30am to
4:30pm, $80. Lions Hall, 103
Bonnet Ave. Call Sheri 537-1883
to register.
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Why not stop by
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.
CASH ONLY

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

401 BEAVER POINT RD.,
Sat. Mar. 25th, 9am-3pm.
2 households moving & more.

tion for the commitment,
passion and determination of the teens in our
local communities and
fur ther afield. As well,
it is truly exceptional to
see how the mentorship
of caring community firefighters and volunteers,
with many decades of service, impacts the lives of

RENTALS

Why not stop by
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.
CASH ONLY

1 PARCEL OF Recreational/Grassland - Francois Lake, BC. Ritchie
Bros. Auctioneers Unreserved Auction, May 2 in Prince George. 229.8
+/- title acres on two titles. Jerry
Hodge:
780-706-6652.
Realtor:
Tom Moran (PREC) - Re/Max
Dawson Creek Realty;
rbauction.com/realestate.

PHOTO COURTESY GIFRCC

Students participate in a hose drill in a past firefighter cadet camp.

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Spring arrived early
for you, but you have been dealing with some
mixed energies, until now. The lights are all
green suddenly and you are able to recover
lost ground. Your ambitions are high but your
pace remains steady. Move with the flow of
traffic for now; the momentum is building.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): The time is right
for inner work or for deliberate efforts made
behind the scenes. Whether you are spring
cleaning, completing winter projects and/
or launching your spring goals, take this
time to be productive without having to be
social. Tune-in and cooperate and you will
achieve a lot.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): A breakthrough
moment may even manifest as a breakaway.
This occurs when both flanks are clear
and the only obstacle is directly ahead. But
you have to go harder than ever when this
opportunity opens. Look for it or make it
happen but, either way, a window is opening.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): Hopefully you
made the most of the recent phase that
invited you to reflect, see a bigger picture
and perhaps nurture a greater vision for your
life. Currently, new opportunities are present
along with the drive to be assertive This is an
exciting start point, make the most of it.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): A wide and beautiful
vision is opening for you. Lured by the appeal
of greater freedom, you are determined to do
what it takes. This likely includes training of
some kind. You may be the one giving it but you
are meant to add to your resource list. Push
hard now for higher ground.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): The world is changing
quickly and you are wise to make sincere efforts
to adapt. The current does not flow backward so
keep looking forward. Affirm: ‘life is happening for
me’. Thank the powers that be, the angels and/
or the positive and supportive people in your life
and advance.
Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22): Are you lucky or do
you make your own luck; the latter, probably.
You are executive material: a balance of
intelligence, core strength, diplomatic grace
and a natural sense of responsibility. You
are currently in an expansive cycle. It will
continue throughout the year but is especially
potent now.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Something exciting
is stirring in your world. Yet it does feature
some complexities. For one, you have to
give more than usual, make extra efforts. As
well, you may have to exercise grace under
pressure. A fresh start in your usual routine
is implied.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A lot of play with
a strong spike of work characterizes this time
period. The work part simply says: play hard.
The key to doing so is to be enthusiastic about
winning. Nobody else has to lose either. Your
success is theirs. As you go harder, they do
too…. In the final analysis, it’s all about playing
the game.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Call it a fire in the
belly. I am not talking about heartburn. Passion,
determination and drive are swirling within.
Can you feel it? It has more torque power than
versatility. It may be described as a bulldozer.
So, what walls do you need to plow through?
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Seeing yourself
and the world and in the world in new ways,
continues. New ways do not equate to old
methods. Yet, a new foundation has probably
already been established. What do you love?
Now identify what you fearfully think you should
do. Now, open the window and toss that should
to the wind. Go for love!
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Your ambitions are
blazing. Fortunately, your energy levels are
riding high. Yet, the pace is best understood as
steady, slow and sure. This implies one step at a
time and one right after the other. The equation
is pretty simple, so think about it less and act
on it more.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

RUNNING

Sneakers troupe members conquer killer kilometres
Eight toenails lost in
gruelling Comox race

KEITHDUNNIMAGES.COM

Susan Gordon crosses the finish line
at the BMO St. Patrick’s Day provincial
championships.

SUBMITTED BY SNEAKERS
Salt Spring Sneakers runners have
had two busy consecutive weekends.
On a day where the probability of
precipitation was forecast to be 80
per cent at race hour, the skies did
not open and the Sooke River 10K,
the fifth race of the Vancouver Island
Runners’ Association winter race
series, held March 12, went off with
only one hitch.
At the lowest elevation point of
the race just before the Sooke Potholes and the race’s turn-around
point, the course was flooded for
30 metres with ankle-depth water
accumulated from previous rains.
Much high stepping was experienced by all racers as they were
required to run through the puddle
twice.
Despite that challenge, the Salt
Spring Sneakers placed all eight of
its participants on the podium. As
is now becoming almost a tradition,
Marcia Jansen led the way across the
finish line for the Sneakers, winning
second in her age group (45-49) but

also third in women’s masters (over
40) competition, and the seventh
of all women in a time that was
three and a half minutes better than
her previous performances on the
course.
Pat Peron was again the second
Sneaker to cross the finish line in
a personal best performance that
earned him a fifth-place ribbon in
a very large (19 runners) and competitive class (60-64).
Lise Fraser was again the third
Sneaker across the finish line with
her fourth first place for the season.
Eric van Soeren outdid himself
winning his first gold medal in his
age group (65-69) in any Island Race
Series race but especially by achieving a personal best time one and
a quarter minutes faster than his
previous time on this course.
Eric Ellis was again the fifth
Sneaker across the finish line with
a third place in his age group (70-74)
as the competition begins to consolidate among three contenders in
his age group, two of whom are new
to the age classification.
Janice Dickie was the sixth
Sneaker across the finish line, getting off her bicycle long enough
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Marion Young was the seventh challenging quite apart from the
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course, bettering her performance seven.
of three years ago.
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Str

Old Boys turn to The Jackson 5 for motivational verve
Shorthanded squad gets a draw

strategic plan of coach Graham Tweddle after
its effective dismantling by the Duncan 48s last
week.
Desperate not to emulate the Whitecaps’
poor performance, the Old Boys invoked the
assistance of The Jackson 5’s 1970 hit “ABC, 1 2
3” as their mantra to chant while preparing at
pitch-side. As manager Tweddle outlined in the
prematch warm-up, “It’s easy as 1 2 3, simple as
do ri me! A B C, 1 2 3!” (ABC refers to All-round
Ball Control or Auld Boy Control.)
The return of Mark Aston from his hammock

in Nicaragua and Scott Howe from his Europe- winning ways?
an dress rehearsals held out hope for a return to
Fate, as always, has the final say and, at the
BY FRASER HOPE
winning ways, since both men were untainted 25th-minute mark, Tweddle, in racing across
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R
by recent team travails. Reporter Fraser Hope, the pitch to avert a counter-attack, pulled up
Fewer Old Boys made the journey to Esquipressed in to assistant referee duties, discov- lame with muscle problems. Fortunately there
malt to face Vantreights on Sunday than those
ered that Salt Spring “chic” — crocs with socks was no need for the course vet to put him out of
who went to watch the Vancouver Whitecaps
for walking the streets of Vancouver — was his misery behind the blinds and he walked off
host Toronto FC the previous day. Go figure!
not the most ideal preparation for running the under his own steam.
It must be said that all those who made the
line. Fortunately, the pace of both teams was
As was the case with the Whitecaps, being
journey, bar those excused by injury or unavoidrelatively slow.
down a man changed the whole dynamics
able commitments, arrived at a sunny Fulford
The game pattern followed that of previous of the game. Vantreights, sensing the blood
eager to erase any lingering doubts about the
Vantreights encounters, with Old Boys domi- of victory, declined the referee’s gentlemen
nant in attack but constantly thwarted by the request for a substitute to help the 10-man Old
excellent home-team goalkeeper. Time after Boys. This only spurred the team for a collectime his excellent positioning and aggressive tive effort to deny them victory. Stout defence
approach have frustrated Old Boys strikers for aided by Jack Braak’s goalkeeping and long
more
pe
turning excellent approach play by the defence clearances allied to selflessWith
running
by safety,
the
easy for t
and midfield into lost opportunities. Mike strikers and midfield, with a before,
smidgen it’s
of help
McCormick, David Toynbee and Stefan Cer- from the crossbar, held off Vantreights.
Forester to make frie
mak all hustled and chased inviting throughOld Boys came closer to a winning
goalinwith
available
the front
passes, which under normal circumstances 10 men than a full-sided home team, upstagcould be guaranteed at least one goal, but were ing their Whitecaps counter-parts and thornullified by their goalkeeping nemesis.
oughly deserving their 0-0 draw.
Easy summer parking on St Mary Lake
*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security depo
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opportunities that could have benefitted from andoncontemplative
comfortable
the are regis
an extra touch on the ball before the final deliv- knowledge of a great team effort that more
ery were snatched away. Rarely did Vantreights than compensated for the lack of victory. The
JPSubaruVictoria.com | 1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC
venture into the Old Boys half, such was the only discussion revolved around the question
dominance of the visitors.
of whether with Tweddle “hors de combat,”
Half-time saw the Old Boys, still confident Old Boys management would call in another
of overcoming Vantreights’ Horatio at the end recently released Middlesbrough manager —
2017 Crosstrek touring
of the bridge, storm into attack, determined to Aitor Karanka — to be caretaker for the rest of
leV $12392 plus taxes | stock# Jp7133 | model#Hx2tp
gain an early lead. Successive shots by strikers the season. Karanka, Jose Mourhino’s assistant
bi weekly plus taxes
saw them narrowly miss or be comfortably at Real Madrid, would be familiar and comfort$0 Down
saved by the keeper. The crowd gave a collec- able with the Old Boys’ style of play.
48 mos lease @ 2.9%
tive roar as a one-time swivel shot by McCorOld Boys face the Centaurs at Finlayson
mick narrowly whistled past the post with Park on Sunday, March 26 at noon. (Reporter
*Advertised prices consist of MSRP including charges for Freight & PDI of $1,675, Federal A/C Excise Tax of $100, and a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security deposit. Models shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i
premier w/ Tech Package & 2017 Forester 2.0 XT AT w/ Tech Package. Offers applicable on approved credit. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 kilometers per year for 48 months with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and ﬁnancing programs
the home keeper rooted to his line. Surely the Hope, with the aid of a video-carrying drone,
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and ﬁnancing programs are available. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown.
Offers available until February 28, 2017. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Dealer #40319.
pressure would force Vantreights’ defence to may provide fact and analysis from Edinburgh,
crumble and allow for a comfortable return to Scotland for the last two games of the season.)
JPSubaruVictoria.com | 1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC | (250) 474-2211 Dealer #40319
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