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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A single vehicle crash on Fulford-Ganges Road 
was the only major traffi c incident reported after 
islanders awoke Monday morning to Salt Spring’s 
fi rst snowfall of the winter.

According to a police report provided by RCMP 
Cpl. Darren Lagan, overnight snow led to a driver 
losing control of a 1996 Volvo sedan in the 1200 
block of Fulford-Ganges Rd. at 11:30 a.m. on Dec. 5.  

The driver was not injured, but  traffi c was halted 
on Fulford-Ganges Road for approximately 20 min-
utes to allow tow crews to recover the vehicle, which 
was partially submerged in three feet of water down 
the embankment. Salt Spring Fire-Rescue assisted 
with traffi c control while the vehicle was recovered. 

Lagan said the snow that fell overnight Sunday 
and Monday did not lead to many police calls.

“Traffi c remained minimal in the early morning 
hours, allowing road crews to get ahead of road 
maintenance,” he stated in his police report. 

Public schools were not in session Monday due 
to a provincially mandated professional day, but 
Salt Spring Centre School was closed due to weath-
er conditions. 

PHOTO BY CAROLYN WALKNER

WINTER MASCOT: A snowman made by Sabrina Newton was one of many created on Salt 
Spring after snow fell overnight Sunday and again on Monday night. 

Island copes with first snowfall
Accidents minimal so far, but 
more snow in the forecast

Power 
cut after  
meter
battle
Crew visits trigger 
renewed concerns

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring family of four that 
refused to let BC Hydro crews 
swap out their old electrical meter 
accuses the Crown corporation of 
playing tough to impose the new 
generation of smart meters on 
consumers.

BC Hydro cut power to Melissa 
Weigel’s home last week after the 
company failed to get authoriza-
tion to visit the family’s south-end 
property. Hydro staff asked for 
a site visit to replace the home’s 
outdated meter.

The family spent several days 
without power as temperatures 
dropped to the low single digits. 
They resorted to using a camping 
stove on their deck to cook meals 
and relied on nearby friends to 
make phone calls and do laun-
dry.

“The hardest part is that all the 
food in our fridge and freezer is 
spoiled,” Weigel said. 

Since the power was shut off, 
the family has reluctantly agreed 
to let BC Hydro install a radio-off 
meter. These are new smart meter 
units that are not connected to 
the wireless network. Readings 
are taken manually and residents 
who choose the radio-off option 
are required to pay a monthly ser-
vice fee of about $20.

HYDRO WEATHER

SNOW  continued on 4

‘Jurisdictional quagmire’ 
endangers coastal ecosystems

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A pair of boats that have foundered along 
a stretch of Ganges Harbour shoreline have  
prompted concern about navigation and envi-
ronmental safety from nearby residents.

David Roberts had been watching a 22-foot 
vessel take on water for weeks from his home 
on Douglas Road near the Salt Spring Sail-
ing Club, but he was still surprised when he 
awoke nearly two weeks ago to discover the 
vessel had finally disappeared beneath the 
surface.

“It just went down,” he said, adding that 
otters had taken up the habit of shucking crab 
on the boat’s stern before it sank. “You don’t 

expect to wake up and see the thing sunk.”
The vessel is the second such boat that’s 

gone down on the shoreline near his home 
in the past year. At least five derelict vessels 
have been identified in and around Ganges 
Harbour. Judging by the state of the boats still 
afloat, Roberts fears derelict vessels will con-
tinue to pile up on the shore.

GANGES HARBOUR

Sunken vessels raise harbour alarm 

Music, Personal Development,First Aid, Camps, 
Recreation & Sports, Pool Programs and more!

Music, Personal Development,
Music, Personal Development,
Music, Personal Development,First Aid, Camps,First Aid, Camps,First Aid, Camps,First Aid, Camps,

Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool 
Recreation & Sports, Pool Programs and more!Programs and more!Programs and more!s s i p a r c @ c r d . b c . c a   |   w w w . c r d . b c . c a / s a l t s p r i n g

New PARC’S Trail Guide NOW AVAILABLE!

SALT SPRING ISL AND

Leisure 
    GUIDE

DEC. 2016 - APR. 2017

Instructor
Profi les
INSIDE!

DgiM DriftwooD gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

CHECK OUT THE NEW PARC PROGRAMS INSIDE!Calligraphy, cheese making, computers, � tness, ukulele and personal development!

    GULF ISLANDS

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 — YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960   56TH YEAR  ISSUE 49

Ganges aglow 
Decorating winners
PAGE 18

Leisure Guide 
Lots of winter activities 

for Salt Spring! 
INSIDE

$125
(incl. GST)

SMART METERS  continued on 4VESSELS  continued on 4



2 |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2016  NEWSBEAT www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes88$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes88$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

MAYNE ISLAND

Conservancy seeks to buy St. John Point
Rare opportunity to 
protect ecosystem

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Residents of the Salish Sea have 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
help preserve a unique natural area 
of the Gulf Islands, with a fundraising 
campaign to secure St. John Point 
announced by the Mayne Island 
Conservancy over the weekend.

The conservancy is working 
in partnership with the American 
Friends of Canadian Land Trusts and 
hopes to have the first $2 million 
towards the purchase pledged by the 
end of 2016. Currently the 25-hectare 
(64-acre) parcel is listed on the open 
market, but the owners have agreed 
to take it off and sign an exclusive 
purchase agreement once the initial 
target has been met.

“We’re thrilled to have this oppor-
tunity,” Mayne Island Conservancy 
president Malcolm Inglis told the 
Driftwood. “Things like this don’t 
come along very often. Whatever we 
can do to secure this site and protect 
it forever, we hope to do.”

The property is located on a pen-
insula at the southeast tip of Mayne 
Island and features 2.1 kilometres of 

pristine shoreline complete with two 
beaches and a forest of tall Douglas 
fi rs mixed with arbutus and seaside 
juniper. There is an easily accessed 
open space with great potential for 
community use. 

Inglis said the property was fi rst 
cleared as a homestead by Japanese 
settlers in 1908. Around 80 per cent 
of the site is in a natural state. Apple 
trees from a historic orchard will be 
preserved, but Inglis said there are 
also endangered and protected spe-
cies on the land. The conservancy 
will likely keep development to light 
trails.

Since World War II the large acre-

age has been in the hands of the 
Eddy family. Three brothers who 
inherited the land grew up in Seattle 
but spent nearly every vacation on 
Mayne. The brothers, now in their 
70s and 80s, have made the diffi cult 
decision to sell the property to pro-
vide for their families.

“Late in 2015 the brothers, two of 
whom are American and one who 
is a Canadian citizen, approached 
the American Friends of Canadian 
Land Trusts in search of a conserva-
tion solution that would allow them 
to leave a legacy on Mayne Island,” 
information on the conservancy 
campaign website explains. 

The partnership between the 
organizations will make it possible 
for both Canadians and Americans 
to contribute and receive credit for 
their respective tax returns. 

“We really see this as a regional 
asset,” Inglis said. “Certainly for 
Mayne Island it’s a real jewel for us, 
but there are 7.5 million people liv-
ing around the Salish Sea. People in 
the Northwest love where they live 
and their proximity to these beauti-
ful coastal areas. We would expect 
to be having visitors from the whole 
region over time.”

The Mayne Island Conservancy 
and American Friends of Canadian 
Land Trusts have a written agree-
ment with the Eddys that will allow 
them to purchase St. John Point and 
preserve it for public benefi t for $4.3 
million (CAD). The current list price 
is $7.5 million. 

“It is subdividable, and could be 
a prime location for some commer-
cial development. This is the risk we 
would like to avoid,” Inglis said. 

The campaign has already 
received $1.2 million in pledges 
toward the initial $2-million target. 
More information can be found 
online at http://sjp.conservancyon-
mayne.com, or prospective donors 
can call the offi ce at 250-539-5168.

TRANSPORTATION

Ganges mobility improvements set
Pathway network 
nears completion

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A number of easy fixes 
that will vastly improve 
mobility access in the 
Ganges village core have 
been approved by Capital 
Regional District adminis-
tration.

Salt Spring Transporta-
tion Commission mem-
ber Nigel Denyer reported 
the news in an update to 
the commission during its 
monthly business meet-
ing on Nov. 28. Denyer had 
made recommendations 
in October on eight loca-
tions where minor adjust-
ments could significantly 
improve the passage and 
safety for pedestrians and 
mobility vehicles. 

As a result of further 
review by Denyer, SSITC 

chair Robin Williams and 
the CRD’s senior man-
ager for Salt Spring, Karla 
Campbell, improvements 
to the angle of three side-
walk access ramps will be 
made. The work will be 
done by Partners Creating 
Pathways as soon as the 
Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure brings 
asphalt to the island. As 
well, MoTI will install park-
ing curbs at the top of Her-
eford Avenue (to be paid 
for by the CRD) in order to 
separate parked vehicles 
from the gravel pathway. 

Denyer reported the 
island’s parks and recre-
ation commission will 
improve access on both 
sides of the bridge behind 
the public library by build-
ing up the gravel slopes. 
A steep sidewalk ramp at 
Centennial Park may not be 
fixed until park upgrades 
take place, however.

Also on hold until larg-
er improvements can be 
scheduled is the right-of-
way at the top of Rotary 
Park. A more compre-
hensive vision is being 
designed by consultants 
who are working on inter-
section and sidewalk 
improvements at the Rain-
bow Road/Lower Ganges 
Road intersection as part 
of the commission’s North 
Ganges Transportation 
Plan.

The network of path-
ways that feed into the 
Ganges core is meanwhile 
nearing completion, with 
the final project under 
Partners Creating Path-
ways’ existing mandate 
due for construction in the 
fi rst half of 2017. 

“The network has been 
fi lling in and fi lling in, and 
the last gap on the PCP list 
is on Atkins Road,” PCP 
chair Jean Gelwicks said 

during a delegation to the 
commission.

The pathway will run 
along the west side of 
Atkins from the BC Hydro 
plant to the intersection 
with Rainbow Road. Path-
way designer Philip Grange 
reported the group has 
put in formal requests to 
the transportation minis-
try for two crosswalks: one 
to cross Atkins at the stop 
sign and possibly another 
crossing Rainbow Road on 
the west side of the inter-
section. Grange said local 
roads manager Tina Rogers 
has suggested the intersec-
tion could warrant becom-
ing a three-way stop.

Gelwicks reported that 
after the Atkins Road proj-
ect is complete, the path-
ways group will be creating 
a fi ve-year strategic plan to 
identify its next set of goals 
and would like commis-
sion input into that work.

WINTER
CRAFT
BASKETRY � ART

POTTERY � JEWELRY
WOODWORK � GIFTS

NOV 25th˜DEC 22nd
open daily 10˜5

Mahon Hall

LOCAL
UNIQUE
BEAUTIFUL

E

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
250-537-2362  •  1-800-661-9255

160 Upper Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island

hastingshouse.com

TASTE: Taittinger Champagne, 
Domaine Drouhin, and 

Taylor Fladgate Port. Sit down 
tasting includes door prizes and 

raffl e to benefi t the Copper Kettle. 
Tickets  $30.00 per person, 
$25 for wine club members

1-2:30 pm

DINE: At 6:30pm enjoy an elegant 
four course meal from 
Chef Marcel Kauer paired with 
Taittinger Champagnes, Domain 
Drouhin Chardonay and Pinot Noir, 
fi nishing with Taylor Fladgate Port.
$167.00 per person including tax 
and gratuity.

CC        elebrates the Season
SATURDAY 

DECEMBER 10TH

         Two Special Wine Events ±±

‘Like’ our Facebook page and you 
will be entered into our festive raffl e. (All 
raffl e ticket Proceeds will be donated to 
the Copper Kettle). Additional tickets will 
be available for $5.

A

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT 
FOR THE EVENTS CALENDAR 

EMAIL:
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PHOTO BY TOBY SNELGROVE

The Mayne Island Conservancy hopes to acquire and protect St. John 
Point, a 64-acre peninsula at the southeast tip of Mayne Island.
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
6th annual Glowtini Contest 
Thursday, DECEMBER 8  
Legion Lounge at 8 p.m. 

A n  a r t i c l e  i n  l a s t 
week’s Driftwood incor-
rectly stated that George 
Grams, Islands Trust vice 
c h a i r  a n d  Sa l t  Sp r i n g 
Island Water Preservation 
Authority chair, had sent 
a Nov. 9 request for deci-

sion document regard-
ing a proposed freshwa-
ter specialist position to 
Tr ust  Counci l  t r ustees 
ahead of their Dec. 6-8 
council meeting on Salt 
Spring. 

In fact,  the RFD was 
only  sent  to  the Tr ust 
Executive Committee. It 
would have then been 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Tr u s t 
Council agenda package 
made public on Dec. 1.  

Skeena off 
Monday 

People planning to travel 
between Fulford Harbour 
and Swartz Bay on Monday, 
Dec. 12 should be aware that 
the Skeena Queen will not be 
running that day. 

The Bowen Queen and 
Queen of Cumberland will 
be the replacement vessels 
while the Skeena Queen is 

undergoing right-angle drive 
replacement. 

“As the MV Bowen Queen 
is a smaller vessel please note 
that overloads and delays 
may occur,” notes a BC Fer-
ries announcement.

No sailing time changes 
will be made, except in the 
middle of the day, when the 1 
p.m. from Swartz Bay leaves 
at 1:20 p.m., and the 1:50 
from Fulford will leave at 2:05 
p.m.   

B&E and road 
checks

A homeowner in the 100 
block of Liberty Hall Lane 
reported the theft of two suit-
cases from his home, con-
taining a variety of electronic 
and miscellaneous items. It 
is believed that the suspect(s) 
entered the home via a slid-
ing door.

In other police news, sea-

sonal road checks were con-
ducted this past week, result-
ing in two drivers being 
removed from roadways for 
alcohol-related offences. 
Officers estimate approxi-
mately 200 drivers were 
checked for alcohol impair-
ment. The public is remind-
ed that officers will continue 
their hunt for impaired driv-
ers and will take a zero toler-
ance approach to enforce-
ment.

News briefs

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

EnVIronMEnt

Trans Mountain pipeline decision sparks reaction
Islanders plan Saturday 
rally in Ganges

by seaN MCiNtyre
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Opposition to last week’s federal 
government decision to approve 
the Trans Mountain pipeline proj-
ect flowed swiftly among con-
cerned citizens and many resi-
dents of Salt Spring Island.

“We have put in jeopardy our 
pristine coastline for the sake of 
the almighty dollar,” said Jack 
Rosen, owner of Island Escapades 
and a kayak guide based in Gan-
ges. “We all live on this coastline 
for its beauty and the diverse wild-
life: the orcas, the porpoise, the 
seals and sea lions and the salmon, 
not to mention the diverse marine 
sea birds, and vast array of inter-
tidal life. 

“All this is at stake, and a bitumen 
spill will be devastating.”

The plan proposed by Kinder 
Morgan Canada would increase 
capacity of an existing pipeline cor-
ridor that runs between Edmonton 
and Burnaby’s Westridge Marine 
Terminal, from where it can be 
shipped to the U.S. and across the 
Pacific.

Tanker traffic through the Sal-
ish Sea associated with the proj-
ect is anticipated to rise from 
approximately five to 34 tankers 
per month. The vessels will travel 
through Haro Strait and Bound-
ary Pass, near Pender, Saturna and 

Mayne Islands, on their way to and 
from Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet.

“Our greatest concern would be 
that a spill could occur and more 
seriously threaten our already 
endangered southern resident 
orca population,” said Larry Peck, 
a spokesperson from the Saturna 
Island Marine Research and Educa-
tion Society. 

Peck stressed that, despite last 
week’s approval by the feds, the 
pipeline is far from a done deal.

“There is still considerable oppo-
sition to the Kinder Morgan pipe-
line proposal and this recent deci-
sion is only a part of an unfinished 
process,” he said. “We would hope 
that proper consideration for the 
protection of our marine environ-
ment will prevail.”

The federal  government’s 
approval coincides with binding 
conditions that address threats to 
First Nations, the environment and 
communities along the route.

British Columbia’s provincial 
government has also established 
five conditions for the project to 
go ahead, including completion 
of environmental reviews, imple-
mentation of a “world-class” oil 
spill response and a profit-sharing 
agreement.

“We are committed to delivering 
on the commitments we’ve made 
during the process and fulfilling the 
157 conditions,” said Ian Anderson, 
CEO of Kinder Morgan Canada, in 
a telephone press conference from 
Calgary on Nov. 30. “We believe 

we’ve put forward a project based 
on the best scientific and technical 
information.

“At the end of the day the NEB 
and the government has said our 
project is in the interest of Cana-
dians.”

Anderson acknowledged the 
right of protesters to voice opposi-
tion to the plan but asked that pro-
tests be conducted in a “peaceful 
and lawful manner.”

“We ask opponents to respect the 
law, the process and the safety of 
communities,” he said.

Protest set for Ganges
Rosen, who participated in the 

NEB review process on behalf of the 
Sea Kayak Guides Alliance of B.C., 
said he’s not convinced the hearings 
were fair and impartial.

“I read through many of the sub-
missions and so few were in support 
of the Kinder Morgan, it is hard to 
believe this is a democratic process,” 
he said. “I will fight this even once the 
increased tanker traffic has begun.”

Rosen said a rally planned for Sat-
urday, Dec. 10 at noon in Centen-
nial Park in Ganges represents an 

opportunity for Salt Spring residents 
to show their disgust with Kinder 
Morgan’s Trans Mountain Pipeline 
project.

“We all must stand up for what’s 
right and not give up even once the 
approvals have been made,” he said. 
“Protests, letters, more protests, fun-
draising, are the only way to get the 
government to see that they cannot 
bully B.C.”

Hundreds of protesters gathered 
in Vancouver within hours of the Nov. 
29 decision. 

While many are celebrating the 
federal government’s decision to 
turn down the controversial North-
ern Gateway pipeline project, oppo-
nents representing opposition politi-
cal parties, First Nations groups and 
environmental organizations have 
vowed to continue the fight.

Elizabeth May, leader of the federal 
Green Party and MP for Saanich-Gulf 
Islands, encouraged people to hit the 
streets in protest following the deci-
sion. She told reporters that she is 
prepared to be arrested if that’s what 
it takes to stand up for her beliefs. She 
called the decision “political oppor-
tunism of the worst kind.”

“British Columbians will undoubt-
edly react with outrage at this deci-
sion,” she said in a statement on the 
Green Party of Canada website. “The 
tanker ban on the North Coast of 
B.C. is welcome, but this irrespon-
sible approval does nothing to allevi-
ate fears of those who live, work and 
make their income from the environ-
ment on the southern coast.”

phoTo BY GARY MCNuTT

Salt Spring residents, including peter Lamb and Jean Gelwicks, in yellow 
and red coats, were among thousands protesting the Kinder Morgan 
Trans Mountain pipeline project in Vancouver on Nov. 19 before the 
federal government’s approval issued last Tuesday. An anti-pipeline rally 
is set for Centennial park this Saturday at noon. 

For
TherECorD
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“50% Off Standard Vehicles” promotion is applicable to standard vehicles (excludes driver & passenger fares) up to 20 feet in length including motorcycles. *South 
Coast Routes: Offer valid on select sailings November 14 – December 18, 2016 on the following routes: Metro Vancouver; Vancouver Island; Sunshine Coast; Southern 
Gulf Islands; Northern Gulf Islands, in either direction. †Savings refl ect Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay route. **North Coast Routes: Offer is valid on all sailings November 
14 – December 18, 2016, on the following routes: Inside Passage; Haida Gwaii; Discovery Coast Connector; Skidegate – Alliford Bay, in either direction. ††Savings refl ect 
Port Hardy to Prince Rupert route. Discount does not apply to extra foot charges for over-length vehicles. Not applicable for buses, commercial vehicles and bicycles. 
Experience Card and Northern Resident discounts will be increased to match the promotional discount on promotional sailings. “50% Off Standard Vehicles” promotion 
is available on BC Ferries Vacations packages. Promotion cannot be applied retroactively to existing BC Ferries Vacations package bookings. Limited time offer. Other 
conditions may apply. Please visit bcferries.com for full details on applicable sailings. Reg. 48839.

For full details:
Visit bcferries.com or call 1-888-BC FERRY
Restrictions apply

#ShareTheCoast with friends and family this season.
Standard vehicle fares are half price on select sailings on all routes. 

Choose from over 3,100 sailings from Nov 14 – Dec 18. 

$
Per standard vehicle each way.
2825 †SAVE UP TO
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Motion on response plan yields wide-reaching support
He says the vessels pose a threat to safe 

navigation, pollute the visual landscape and 
threaten to damage the shoreline’s sensitive 
ecosystem.

“It makes you wonder about oil and what’s 
going to leak out of them,” Roberts said last 
week. “If we lose one or two more it’s going 
to be a graveyard out there.”

While some of the vessels are unoccu-
pied, many ships moored in Ganges Har-
bour are home to live aboard residents 
who have turned to the water in response 
to the island’s ongoing affordable housing 

shortage.
Roberts and his neighbours are sympa-

thetic to the plight of harbour residents but 
want to know why there’s no protocol in 
place to encourage boat owners or appro-
priate government agencies to dispose of 
the vessels once they hit bottom or wash 
ashore.

Similar predicaments have been iden-
tified in harbours all along B.C.’s coast, 
including Fulford Harbour and Burgoyne 
Bay.

“This is a huge problem everywhere and 
on this island especially,” said Nick Boy-
chuk, owner of Eagle Eye Marine Services, 
a Ganges-based vessel assist and salvage 
company. “People are worried about the 

pipeline, but we should be more worried 
about these little boats sinking because 
there’s nobody to clean it up.

“This needs to be brought to greater pow-
ers who can start looking at doing some-
thing,” he added.

According to the Georgia Strait Alliance, 
the most significant challenge when it 
comes to mitigating the impacts of aban-
doned and derelict vessels is the jurisdic-
tional quagmire that surrounds them.

According to a GSA submission present-
ed to Transport Canada during consulta-
tion for a federal private members motion 
earlier in September, the non-profi t orga-
nization called for the prohibition of vessel 
abandonment and an associated fi ne. This 

should coincide with removing barriers 
that could help boat owners recycle their 
vessels, the letter added.

In late October, MPs voted unanimously 
to support private members motion M-40. 
The motion calls upon the federal gov-
ernment to work with provincial territo-
rial and indigenous organizations to “take 
meaningful steps to address the issue of 
abandoned and derelict vessels within six 
months.” 

Anyone who observes a derelict vessel 
they suspect is a hazard to navigation can 
reach Transport Canada at 604-775-8867. 
Concerns about derelict vessels and envi-
ronmental pollution can be reported to the 
BC Emergency Program at 1-800-663-3456.

Meter confl icts reported across province

BC Hydro has also slapped the 
family with a $700 reconnection fee.

“It’s been intimidating,” she said. 
“We’re just hoping that it stays ‘radio-
off.’”

The family is among about 15,000 
households across British Columbia 
who refuse to let BC Hydro connect 
their homes to the wireless smart 
meter grid based on fears about 
potential health and safety concerns.

Sharon Noble, who heads up the 
Victoria-based Coalition to Stop 
Smart Meters, said that number is 
down from about 250,000 residents 
who opposed smart meters when 
BC Hydro rolled them out about fi ve 
years ago.

Noble said she’s seen a sharp 
increase in the number of confronta-
tions between BC Hydro crews and 
smart meter skeptics. In an email 
newsletter distributed to members 
of her group shortly before Weigel 
lost power, Noble wrote, “Be warned 
that, on Salt Spring, workers are 

coming to homes unannounced 
seven days a week and from before 8 
a.m. in the morning. 

“I assume the efforts will be sus-
tained as the end of the year nears.”

When asked to comment on the 
Weigel matter in an interview late 
last week, Noble said she’d yet to 
hear about the family’s plight but is 
keen to get in touch and document 
the experience so that it can be 
added to her growing fi le of similar 
confl icts reported across the prov-
ince.

At the heart of the matter, Noble 
said in an interview, is the right of 
residents to reject smart meters due 
to health and safety concerns asso-
ciated with wireless smart meter 
technology.

Noble said BC Hydro has repeat-
edly promised residents who have 
rejected smart meters that meters 
due for replacement would be 
replaced with digital meters. Trying 
to sway smart meter opponents to 
have new meters installed repre-
sents a doubling back on that origi-
nal promise, Noble said.

Now she wants the British Colum-
bia Utilities Commission to force 
BC Hydro to “amend its ways and 
provide all of these people with the 
digital meters they should have been 
given, even if the Crown corporation 
needs to go out and buy more.”

Use of the radio-off smart 
meters represents a step beyond 
the threshold of acceptability and 
opens the door to the possibility of 
smart meter network connectivity, 
she added.

Company spokesperson Ted 
Olynyk said BC Hydro is required 
to inspect and replace meters on 
homes and businesses across the 
province to comply with regulations 
set out by Measurements Canada, 
a federal government agency that’s 
responsible for the integrity and 
accuracy of measurement in the 
Canadian marketplace.

He said BC Hydro faces the pros-
pect of steep fi nes if it doesn’t make 
sure electricity meters are replaced 
according to a pre-established time-
line.

Olynyk said BC Hydro has offered 

non-smart meters when requested 
but said the company is no lon-
ger restocking them and supplies 
are nearly out. Residents who are 
unable to get an older version are 
given the option of having a radio-
off smart meter.

Visits to inspect and replace 
meters are always preceded by 
efforts to notify the homeowner by 
mail and telephone and disconnec-
tion is used in a minority of cases, 
he said.

“We don’t just show up,” he said. 
“Disconnection is pretty harsh, and 
we don’t want to do that, but if we 
are continually blocked then we’ll 
disconnect.”

Though Weigel’s power has been 
reconnected, the experience has 
left her thinking about ways to go 
off-grid when solar and wind-gen-
erating technologies become more 
affordable.

“We’d love to do something like 
that,”Weigel said. In the meantime, 
the family has filed a complaint 
with the B.C. Offi ce of the Ombud-
sperson about their treatment. 

Safety warnings circulated

Snowfall Monday evening 
made roads on the island’s 
hills treacherous once again, 
including on Trincomali 
Heights. A driver and pas-
senger had to abandon their 
car on Fairway Drive after 
taking out a directional sign 
and rolling about 50 feet 
down a deep embankment. 
BC Ambulance attended and 
cleared the couple to leave as 
there were no injuries aside 
from a cut to the male’s hand, 
a police report stated.

Another driver reported to 
RCMP his vehicle was block-
ing Mount Belcher Heights 
at Cudmore Road for a short 
time on Monday evening. 
The situation was soon 
cleared.

After temperatures dipped 
to -1 C in town overnight, 
Mainroad Contracting sand-
ed the island’s major routes 
early Tuesday morning, 

although others were report-
ed as being icy with a top 
layer of snow. School buses 
and transit buses were run-
ning only on the main routes 
during the morning.

The Centre School had 
a late start time of 10 a.m. 
Tuesday and advised parents 
to keep kids home if driving 
was uncomfortable.

Environment Canada was 
predicting snow and tem-
peratures below zero again 
for Wednesday night, and 

periods of snow or rain con-
tinuing through Monday, 
Dec. 12.

“With more snow in the 
forecast for later this week, 
drivers are reminded to 
use extra caution during 
winter driving conditions 
and, if possible, avoid driv-
ing before roads are cleared,” 
Lagan said.

Island Health also issued 
a weather-related warn-
ing Tuesday morning to 
help prevent falls, noting 
cold snaps create danger-
ous conditions on sidewalks 
and roads. Seniors are par-
ticularly at risk of sustaining 
serious injury, the bulletin 
said.

“With this fi rst real blast of 
winter on Vancouver Island, 
we ask everyone to be care-
ful of the ice and snow on 
driveways, sidewalks and 
roads,” said Island Health 
medical health officer Dr. 
Murray Fyfe. “Slips can result 
in falls and broken bones.”
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Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6 pm / Sat. 8 am - 5 pm / Sun. 10 am-4 pm

Something for everyone on your list

LED Flashlights
Tire Chains
Power Inverters
Car Audio 

Accessories                    
Headlight 

Upgrades
Tool Kits
and much more!!

Stocking Stuffers 
& Gift Ideas
New Stock in Weekly

L

SNOW 
continued from 1

SMART METERS
continued from 1

VESSELS 
continued from 1

“With more snow in 
the forecast for later 
this week, drivers 
are reminded to use 
extra caution . . ..” 
CPL. DARREN LAGAN
Salt Spring RCMP 
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70% OFF! Our 12pc Epicurean Cookware set features thick 18/10 
stainless steel, ergonomic riveted handles, thick encapsulated base for fast, even 

heat control, induction compatible and backed by our 25 year warranty. 
Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, & 3L saucepans, 3L steamer, 5L Dutch oven, 

24cm/9.5” frying pan, 3L sauté pan, and 5 covers. List: $749.99.

$21999

70% OFF! Our 12pc Epicurean Cookware set features thick 18/10 
stainless steel, ergonomic riveted handles, thick encapsulated base for fast, even 

heat control, induction compatible and backed by our 25 year warranty. 
Set includes:Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, & 3L saucepans, 3L steamer, 5L Dutch oven,  1.5L, 2L, & 3L saucepans, 3L steamer, 5L Dutch oven, 

59% OFF! 
28cm/11” Canadiana 
Everyday pan.
List: $199.00.

44% OFF! 35cm/14” carbon steel 
stir fry with assist handle. 
List: $89.99.

$4999

40% OFF! 
2pc carving set. List: $36.99.

$2199

61% OFF! 
20pc Red Point 
fl atware set.  
List: $89.99.

$3499

UP TO 42% OFF! A wide selection of Paderno 
Original bakeware. Made from durable steel with a non-stick 
coating. 25 year warranty. Safe to 260°C/500°F. 
PFOA & PTFE free. Starting at:

$799

69% OFF! 
42cm stainless 
steel multi-roaster 
with rack and cover. 
List: $355.99.

$10999

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 11TH ONLY AT:

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop

600 Beddis Road

61% OFF!
20pc Red Point 

stir fry with assist handle. 
$89.99$89.99.

99

coating. 25 year warranty. Safe to 260°C/500°F. 

28cm/11” Canadiana 

$7999 $2199

Downtown Ganges
140 Fulford-Ganges Road

250-537-5882
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SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

Islands trust 

Trust committee lends support to vet clinic expansion 
Agricultural issues 
dominate agenda

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust 
Committee has lent its sup-
port to an application to 
increase space at Salt Spring 
Veterinary Services clinic, vot-
ing Thursday to send an appli-
cation for non-farm use on to 
the Agricultural Land Com-
mission.

Malcolm Bond’s applica-
tion to add to his existing clinic 
at 300 LePage Road returned 
to the LTC at the committee’s 
Dec. 1 business meeting, fol-
lowing consideration from the 
LTC’s Agricultural Advisory 
Planning Commission. The 
group recommended strong 
support for the application on 
the basis of technical merits 
and benefit to the community 
and local agriculture.

Trustees voted unanimous-
ly to forward the application 

with attached documents 
outlining the AAPC’s com-
ments.

The committee was more 
hesitant about another appli-
cation that will ultimately 
have to be decided by the 
ALC, and aims to subdivide 
two adjacent properties on 
Beaver Point Road into five 
lots.  

Plan designer Garry Gil-
christ explained the subdi-
vision would aid the estate 
division between four elderly 

siblings. Although the plan 
would align lot lines with 
zoning and ALR boundaries, 
and remove the difficulty of 
having the public road pass 
through private property, 
proposed “Lot D” is a three-
hectare lot of ALR land. Pro-
vincial guidelines for agri-
cultural subdivision call for a 
minimum eight-hectare lot 
size. 

Salt Spring trustees Peter 
Grove and George Grams 
each voiced their initial skep-

ticism over the subdivision 
plan, and their doubts the 
ALC would approve it, while 
planning staff recommended 
a new design that would con-
solidate some of the smaller 
lots to better meet Salt Spring 
Official Community Plan 
guidelines for agricultural 
land.

Trustees asked the appli-
cant to provide an agrologist’s 
report endorsing the subdivi-
sion and stating how it could 
aid agriculture on the small-

est proposed lot before the 
application is considered 
again.

Also at Thursday’s meeting, 
trustees reported on a suc-
cessful application to the ALC 
to permit a tiny home on ALR 
land instead of a manufac-
tured/mobile home. Appli-
cant Kim Elston-Tuttle had 
requested to use a movable 
39-square-metre cottage for 
her daughter to live in and 
assist with farming opera-
tions at 231 Meadow Drive. 

fEdEral PolItICs 

Electoral reform group delivers final report
Call for referendum gets 
mixed reaction

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

After five months spent meeting 
with thousands of Canadians, a 
special committee tasked to review 
Canada’s electoral system recom-
mends holding a national referen-
dum before any changes are con-
sidered.

“For the first time in Canadian 
history, a Parliamentary committee 
has recommended that the govern-
ment take concrete steps to move 
away from the archaic first-past-
the-post voting system and toward 
a proportional system of electing 
members of Parliament and the 
government,” said Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP Elizabeth May, one of 
the committee’s 12 members, fol-
lowing the report’s Dec. 1 release.

Despite the report’s landmark 
announcement, the committee’s 
work has been widely derided by 
pundits who’ve called findings 
contradictory, vague and disap-
pointing.

The reaction included a state-
ment by Minister of Democratic 
Institutions Maryam Monsef in 
the House of Commons last week 
expressing disappointment about 
the committee’s failure to recom-
mend a specific alternative to the 
current system.

“They did not complete the 
hard work we had expected them 
to,” Monsef said on Dec. 1. “On 
the hard choices that we asked the 
committee to make, Mr. Speaker, 
they took a pass.”

Before the 2015 election win, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 
the Liberal party campaigned on 
a promise to implement electoral 
reform before the next federal elec-
tion. The Special Committee on 
Electoral Reform set out in Sep-
tember to canvass opinions and 
research options to review Cana-
da’s voting system. 

May immediately joined other 
committee members and opposi-
tion MPs who called upon Monsef 
to apologize for the remarks.

“I encourage Minister Mon-
sef and her cabinet colleagues to 
thoroughly examine our report. In 
hearing after hearing, across Can-
ada, we heard from the public and 
experts that the time for reform is 

now,” May said.
Despite the committee’s 

recommendation, May 
opposes the prospect of a 
vote. She has argued that 
the 2015 election results 
give the federal government 
a clear mandate to proceed 
with electoral reform. 

“That recommendation 
is a product of the effort 
to find compromise and, 

unlike the recommenda-
tions for proportional rep-
resentation, was not sup-
ported by evidence. It is 
ultimately a political deci-
sion for the government to 
make,” she added.

Su p p o r t e r s  o f  p r o -
p o r t i o n a l  re p re s e n t a -
tion like Salt Spring’s Bob 
Mackie argue the change 
is required to reflect Can-
ada’s diverse multi-party 
democracy. He said the 
ability of political parties 
to obtain a majority gov-
ernment in spite of draw-
ing less than 50 per cent 
of the popular vote signals 
a major flaw with the cur-
rent system.

“This is now going to 
ramp up,” he said.

Mackie, a member of the 
federal Green party and 
vice-president of Fair Vote 
Canada,  has hosted several 

events designed to educate 
people about proportional 
representation and spread 
awareness of the electoral 
committee’s work.

“It’s really well done, and 
I am more than impressed,” 
he said when asked to share 
his thoughts about the 
committee’s results. “The 
science is in the report.”

Mackie said he’s skeptical 
about the federal govern-
ment’s recently announced 
effort to ask Canadians to 
contribute thoughts about 
electoral reform through a 
new online survey setup at 
mydemocracy.ca.

“It’s starting to look like 
the government doesn’t 
really want any reform,” he 
said. “They are not looking 
forward to losing any seats.”

Monsef has since apolo-
gized for her remarks about 
the committee.

“It’s really well 
done and I am 
more than 
impressed.” 
BOB MACKIE
Salt Spring pro-rep 
proponent
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Pipeline 
politics
T

he federal government 
probably sees its deci-
sion to nix the Northern 
Gateway project and 

give the go-ahead to expand 
Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain 
pipeline as a masterful political 
compromise.

During the Nov. 29 news conference where he 
broke the news, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
touted the choice as being “in the best interests of all 
Canadians.”

Within hours of the announcement, however, 
hundreds of protesters were marching through the 
streets of Vancouver, the mayors of Vancouver and 
Burnaby vowed to keep fi ghting and First Nations 
across the country were preparing to launch legal 

campaigns that stand to slow 
pipeline progress to a trickle.

The ripples of protest will 
reach Salt Spring this week-
end when opponents meet for 
an anti-pipeline day of action 
in Centennial Park at noon 
Saturday. The protest will shift 
indoors later in the day for a 
fi lm screening and discussion 

at All Saints Church. 
Unrest in communities across the Gulf Islands and 

much of southwestern British Columbia is no surprise 
and is likely to grow more severe if answers to some of 
the basic questions remain unanswered. 

The tanker traffi c that’s estimated to follow the 
pipeline’s expansion has been linked to a potentially 
devastating effect on the Salish Sea’s already endan-
gered southern resident orcas, yet the public has only 
been presented with a murky orca protection plan.

Similarly, we’ve been told to expect world-class oil-
spill response capabilities, but have little clarity on how 
resources will be trained and mobilized to handle the 
range of potential disasters that could result from the 
increased number of tankers transiting our coast.

It’s already possible to hear accusations of NIMBY-
ISM blowing over the Rockies and fl oating down the 
Fraser, but this is Canada’s backyard, and all Canadians 
deserve the peace of mind that it can remain among 
the planet’s most majestic landscapes for generations 
to come.

There’s a lot at stake for all sides, so give us the 
answers and the facts that truly make this a plan 
that’s in our “best interests.”

We have moral obligation to Trust
I am not an economist and have only a vague understand-

ing of all the aspects of local governments, but I am a pas-
sionate lover of the Gulf Islands. 

Not just Salt Spring but all the many small islands lying 
in the Salish Sea, such as Denman, Hornby, Lasqueti, 
De Courcy, Thetis, the Secretaries, Sidney, James, D’Arcy, 
Tumbo, just to name a few, and many that I’ve never seen 
or heard of. 

In 1974 all political parties in government at the time 
decided, in Victoria, that the Gulf Islands were too precious 
to leave unprotected in the hands of develop-
ers and in a historical move came together and 
formed the Islands Trust, to preserve and pro-
tect the Gulf Islands for all the people of B.C. 
forever! 

So now in 2016, what has changed? Are these 
islands not still precious? Is rapid development 
still not a looming concern, especially with the 
red hot real estate market? I wonder why the 
government is offering us here on Salt Spring, 
only one of the Gulf Islands, $20 million if we 
incorporate. Why are they not saying, “We’ll give 
you money to make the Islands Trust stronger 
and more functional? The Gulf Islands are still precious and 
we want Salt Spring to do their part to continue to preserve 
and protect them for all the people of Canada.”

I say we have a moral obligation, as the largest and most 
populated of these precious islands, to maintain the vision 
of the preserve and protect mandate. I know many people 

have said, “You will still have the Trust,” but the one thing 
that Bowen Islanders agree on is, that after they incorporat-
ed the Islands Trust became less significant in their gover-
nance and the preserve and protect culture is almost gone. I 
fear that will happen here if we choose to incorporate. 

The Trust representatives are to be chosen not for their 
stand on preserve and protect but based on who knows 
what? We will be caught up in the day-to-day work of plan-
ning, responding to service demands, roads, policing, taxes, 
bylaws, water, fire protection, etc., all things a local govern-

ment must concern itself with, but in the end 
the protection of all of the other, smaller, less 
populated islands will be put on the back burn-
er. Our preserve and protect culture will die. We 
will be handing them a torch with no power. 

I know that forming a municipal council is not 
a silver bullet that will solve all our problems. 
Just look at all the small towns in our province. 
Are there problems? I think so. 

We should be striving to strengthen the Islands 
Trust, not sending it to its doom. We need to 
stick together as one of the 470 Gulf Islands to 
stand up for the protection of this special place.

That to me is the important issue in this whole discussion. 
We should not be giving in to the incorporation trend this 
government obviously desires. 

The writer grew up in B.C. and has lived on Salt Spring for 
20 years.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Susan Paynter

We should be 
striving to 
strengthen the 
Islands Trust, not 
sending it to its 
doom.

THE ISSUE:
Trans Mountain 
pipeline

WE SAY:
We need 
answers
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MAEGHAN BETTGER
You can use hand sanitizer to 
de-ice frozen locks.

MICHEL LAMONTAGNE
So far it’s beautiful and I’m 
enjoying it.

ANN HEGGELER
I love it. Unfortunately I have 
no idea where my snow boots 
and winter jackets are.

ELVIN LETCHFORD
Just take it easy and enjoy.

ANDREA DAVIDSON
We turn up the thermostat.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: How are 
you coping with 
the cold snap?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “If we lose one or two more it’s going to 
be a graveyard out there.”

GANGES HARBOUR RESIDENT DAVID ROBERTS ON SUNKEN VESSELS

Booklet tells 
where we are 
from 

What were the unique 
political  challenges on 
Salt Spring Island in the 
early 1970s, and before? 
What has changed from 
then until now?

A small (30-page) inex-
pensive ($2) book that is 
available at Salt Spring 
Books (and elsewhere) 
attempts to make under-
standable  our  present 
political structure. The 
title of this book is The 
Islands Trust Story. 

The residents of  this 
island may be faced with 
another referendum in 
2017. Should we incorpo-
rate? Or not? 

This book, a synopsis, 

really,  will  help you be 
informed about the exist-
ing system of governance 
and how (and why) we got 
here.

L o n g - t i m e  re s i d e n t s 
w i l l  b e n e f i t  f ro m  t h i s 
re f re s h e r.  Ne we r  re s i -
dents will definitely have 
their eyes opened. 

Become informed. This 
is important.
D. HOLT,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Hypocritical
Heard in Duncan apropos 

the Kinder-Morgan exten-
sion pipeline: “Oil compa-
nies are bad, do nothing 
good, should be run out of 
business,” all while gassing 
up a car that gets about two 
miler per gallon! Don’t peo-
ple ever think?
J. HORSBURGH,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Building a
refi nery is a 
better idea 

OK, you might be sur-
prised the EV guy on Salt 
Spring is promoting the 
oil industry. But I guess 
the answer is . . . sort of. I 
am just trying to be prac-
tical.

Even though our  EV 
f l e e t ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w 
approaching 90 vehicles, 
no longer requires over 
7,500 l itres of  fuel  per 
month to be delivered to 
Salt Spring Island (for-
ever),  I  do realize that 
some oil industry is still 
re q u i re d  ( a t  l e a s t  f o r 
now). 

So, while I celebrated 
the downing of the North-
e r n  Ga t e w a y  p i p e l i n e 

proposal, and I moaned 
and groaned about the 
Trans Mountain approv-
al ( Justin Trudeau, what 
were you thinking? Meet 
your  e lect ion promise 
to address global warm-
ing by expanding the tar 
sands and transporting 
bitumen to China for pro-
cessing?), I had the fol-
lowing thoughts.

If instead of the Trans 
M o u n t a i n  p i p e l i n e  a 
re f i n e r y  we re  b u i l t  i n 
Alberta, then: the argu-
ments with First Nations 
in B.C. would disappear; 
the discussion between 
Christy Clark and Rachel 
Notley over “what is fair 
compensation” would not 
have to happen; lots of 
jobs would be created in 
Alberta (where they are 
really needed) to build 
and maintain the refin-

ery, and the workers get 
to pay provincial tax and 
federal income tax; and 
overall pollution would 
be reduced by minimiz-
ing transportation.  

And if you don’t build a 
pipeline, it cannot leak. 
The tourists would con-
t inue to  come to  B.C. 
and play in our beautiful 
less-tanker environment 
and the whales would be 
protected.  I  l ike those 
whales. Does that sound 
pretty good? 

In addition, and I think 
this is a very big one, the 
e n t i re  e n e r g y  p r o c e s s 
would be in Alberta and 
n o t  b e  t ra ve r s i n g  o n e 
of  the most dangerous 
earthquake zones in the 
world. How crazy is that? 

If that is not enough, 
here is another interest-
i n g  p e r s p e c t i ve.  W h a t 

c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d 
would want to have their 
e n e r g y  s o u rc e  t h a t  i s 
required for defence be 
moved from where it is 
absolutely safe and secure 
t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e 
world and in the hands 
of a foreign country? If 
we have trade arguments 
with China, or worse, a 
breakdown in diplomatic 
ties, or even worse, war, 
then China could shut 
down the refinery. I can 
imagine a lot of red faces 
in Ottawa if that should 
happen!

Justin, try to be a hero 
at the next global climate 
change meeting.  There 
could be a better way.
JIM STANDEN,
S A L T  S P R I N G 
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Wa n t i n g  t o  l o o k 
glamorous, I chose a hot 

pink top and fl owing lavender 
slacks overlaid with panels 
that joined just eight inches 
below the waist. An amethyst 
necklace perfectly matched 
what at fi rst glance seemed a 
rather risqué skirt. 

But I’d spent so much time 
dressing, I was more than 
fashionably late. I grabbed my 
lonely nametag from the table 
outside the door, walked in and 
gulped as I confronted a sea of 
strangers. More precisely, I saw 
an ocean of oldsters listening 
to some fogey droning into the 
microphone. If that nametag 
hadn’t been waiting for me, I’d 
have thought I’d walked in on 
the wrong banquet.  

Then I heard him mention 
1956 and something in his 
voice and the contour of his 
face struck a chord of recog-
nition. Good grief, I thought, 
that’s Winston Wade! 

I’d studied my yearbooks to 
prepare for the joint reunion of 
the classes of 1956 and ‘57, so I 
remembered reading only the 

week before that Winston was 
a “ladies man” and voted “best 
athlete.” Who’d have guessed? 
Not I — and, quite likely, not 
you either. 

Last week, a 93-year-old resi-
dent at Brinkworthy Place con-
fi ded that she no longer wanted 
to move to Meadowbrook. “I 
shouldn’t say this,” she admit-
ted, “it’s because I don’t want 
to live with old people.” That’s 
what an 86-year-old neighbour 
said last year about Braehaven. 

And then there’s my mother. 
About 12 years ago, she was 
visiting Murray and me. One 
Thursday afternoon, we took 
her to Greenwoods where we 
were leading the weekly sing-
along. As we entered the main 
lounge, Mom gasped, “But 
those are all old people.” 

So what’s the problem with 
old people? 

W h e n  h u m a n  b e i n g s 
encounter strangers en masse, 
we tend to freeze up — espe-
cially if we have no way of 
defining them in a positive 
way. While retaining youthful 
feelings about ourselves and 

our friends, more than a few of 
us, when encountering a group 
of wrinkled, balding or grey-
haired ancients, tend to see 
them as codgers and crones, 
and we’re put off. We’ve been 
steeped in negative stereotypes 
about “old people” all our lives, 
so we react as many youths 
do when e ncountering older 
strangers. 

Yuck!
But almost immediately, 

one of them arose from the 
other end of the banquet hall 
and came rushing my way. It 
was Carolyn Russell intent on 
greeting and directing me to 
where the Class of ’57 was seat-
ed. As one of the organizers, 
she’d been expecting me. But I 
needed her name tag featuring 
her yearbook picture to help 
me see the kid underneath her 
wrinkles. 

A maze of tables occupied by 
the Class of ’56 plus a few inter-
lopers from ’55 stood between 
me and my classmates. One 
old-timer (from ’55) sitting on 
the aisle with his back toward 
me had allowed his crutches 

to slip onto the floor, almost 
tripping me. To regain my bal-
ance, I grabbed his shoulder. 
He turned toward me, and my 
heart skipped a beat as I caught 
sight of his nametag with his 
youthful photograph. “Well, 
if it isn’t Bruce McEachern! 
When I was a sophomore, I had 
a crush on you,” I blurted, “and 
I’ll bet you never knew it!” 

Stunned, he had no more to 
say to me right then than 61 
years earlier. Nothing! So I let 
him stew over my blurtation 
while I scurried off to join the 
kids I grew up with. 

Pardon me for focusing on 
my high school reunion again, 
but I learned a few things I 
want to share. 

I am also capable of label-
ling grey-haired strangers as 
“old people.” I flatter myself 
that I’m “youthful,” but I can 
now see how people who don’t 
know me might easily toss me 
into their basket of deplorables 
with diminished capacities that 
they think characterize people 
over 60, the current cutoff for 
when youths think “old age” 

begins. 
F o u r -

teen mem-
bers of my 
graduating 
class started 
in Grade 1 together. Six of us 
attended the reunion and had a 
fantastic time remembering 12 
years of good times together. At 
the picnic the next day, we re-
enacted the “Who’s got the lon-
gest tongue?” contest — which 
I wanted to win as much at the 
picnic as I did in Grade 1. But 
Rodney Gooch can touch his 
nose with the tip of his tongue, 
amusing his new wife to no 
end. “Helen,” he gloated, “you 
don’t even come close.” 

We six also came to the 
sobering realization that our 
other eight classmates have 
died already. 

Life is short, so let’s try look-
ing underneath everybody’s 
wrinkles and get to know and 
love each other. There’s one 
thing I know for sure: We’re all 
still the playful kids we always 
were; all we need is an excuse 
to let loose. 

AGING with GRACE: Just a kid again  

HELEN HINCHLIFF

BY HELEN HINCHLIFF
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I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

Restricting farmers not the solution to market woes
BY VAL PERKINS 

On Nov. 21, the Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission passed a resolu-
tion restricting farm vendors at the 
Saturday Market in the Park to 25,000 
square feet (25 10’x 10’ tents) and dis-
qualifying others vending as farmers. 

In fairness to PARC commis-
sioners, they were acting on a reso-
lution drafted by the Market Advi-
sory Group, whose members have 
grappled with the inability to place 
all vendors in the Saturday market 
space.

Historically, farmers were given 
priority placement due to the perish-
able nature of their produce. The “day 
vendor” category is not an option 
for farmers as they cannot hold their 
produce to sell next week or at Christ-
mas as craft vendors might. These 
regulations will disqualify some as 

farm vendors but with their seniority 
they may be able to jump junior craft 
vendors. It sounds like a recipe for 
confl ict.   

While many islanders never ven-
ture down to Ganges on summer 
Saturdays unless their visitors need 
entertaining, others come early to 
buy their weekly vegetables and 
bread. U.S. boaters stop in for the 
fresh produce they cannot import 
and a wave of activity pervades the 
market with each ferry arrival. 

Long thought of as a “farmers’ mar-
ket,” it is the most important income 
generator for vegetable producers, 
without which many farms might fall 
into decline. In recent years public 
awareness of the importance of eat-
ing fresh food and the effects of trans-
porting produce over vast distances 
has revitalized local food production. 

Work has been done to make land 
available to young agrarians who 
cannot afford to own Salt Spring acre-
age and to protect the rural ambience 
by maintaining agricultural land for 
future food production. 

The resolution to limit space avail-
able to farmers is a huge obstacle 
to any aspiring grower. The defini-
tion of a farmer is now tied to BC 
Assessment tax status of the land they 
farm. The irony of this is that a farmer 
needs farm income to establish farm 
tax status. On Salt Spring Island there 
are limited customers so Saturday 
market sales are important.        

Salt Spring’s iconic attraction and 
huge economic contributor — the 

Saturday market — has fallen vic-
tim to its own success. Centennial 
Park has bylaws restricting com-
mercial use to an area of 25 per cent 
and upgrade plans for the park have 
not addressed increased vending 
space. One option would be for the 
CRD to apply for rezoning to allow 
for increased market usage. PARC 
is in the process of approving a new 
design that could incorporate multi-
use areas accessible to more vendors. 
The park plan will affect Centennial 
Park for the next 20 years and I would 
hate to see this opportunity to design 
for more market space lost.

In Sidney and Duncan there are 
excellent examples of thriving mar-
kets where a street is closed. Island 
Natural Growers members suggested 
closing a section of Fulford-Ganges 
Road between the crosswalk and 

boat basin parking lot directly across 
from Centennial Park and the fire 
hall. This is Ministry of Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure land requir-
ing involvement from many agencies 
and community support. Parking 
would be affected, which is a concern 
that Salt Spring needs to address. Per-
haps a shuttle service from a parking 
lot, foot-passenger boat service into 
Ganges and BC Transit are avenues 
to explore. Traffi c fl ow would change, 
but none of this is insurmountable.   

All options require fi rst and fore-
most community dialogue to estab-
lish what is in the best interest. To 
avoid confl ict we need to start these 
discussions and fi nd a way to move 
forward.    

The writer owns Rainbow Road 
Farm. 

Grateful batches of orange roses to 
Barry at the Farmers’ Institute and Jer-
emy and Basil at the Salt Spring Inn for 
their generosity and support of Salt Spring 
Search and Rescue’s training exercise on 
Nov. 26!

Roses to Chris and Darlene for the 16 
years of love, care (and money) you pro-

vided to keep Ob’s Joe happy, safe and 
comfortable. You may not be riders but 
you are horsemen. Roses to Dr. Aletta 
for your kindness to Joe during his fi nal 
days. And special roses to Joe, the world’s 
greatest racehorse. You were a clown in 
horse clothing. Go now. Play halter tag 
with Rocky. You will be missed. Love, Mom 
and Dad. 

Small wonders
I went to school for a long time. 

It seemed like I learned a lot. I can 
read and write and do small sums. 
I can use tools as long as I’m their 
only moving part.

But I walked into Centennial Park 
a while ago, where a young woman 
and young man with wands danced 
in the sun. The wands fl ew between 
them and under their leaping legs. 
The wands contoured their bodies, 
shimmering. They circled waists 
and brushed shoulders and took 
wing and were snared in supple 
hands. I can’t do that.

I passed a man on the steps of a 
coffee shop, where he played a quiet 
guitar and sang, and it was simple 
and lovely. I can’t do that.

Most days a woman leads a hand-
ful of people on a stroll through the 
village. One of the group staggers 
and throws his arms and twists his 
neck, not speaking but ready to 
smile. A short, nimble man weaves 
within the group, barking and 
grunting to show his impatience for 
a cup of coffee made just for him. 
Another clutches a bright pillow 
to her chest. Their guide watches 
and smiles and cares for her smit-
ten charges. Her words hover and 
circle like the gentlest of guard dogs. 
I can’t do that.

Next door to us a man has built a 
house with skill and care. It unfold-
ed from its foundations like a huge 
origami. I can’t do that.

A hundred times I have watched 
my wife Judy work her clay. Her 
hand knows the weight and her 
fi ngers know the moistness of clay 
ready to form what it is bid. She 
spins the wheel, her arm slaps the 

clay in its centre, her hands cup the 
lump. Her fi ngers rise and fall; the 
obedient clay rises to a height, and 
hollows itself into a form fi rst virtual 
in the imagination, then real in the 
hand. I can’t do that.

My life is precious and endlessly 
interesting. The few things I can do, 
I do again and again for the confi -
dence they give. But not a day goes 
by that I don’t see or learn of some 
small wonder done by someone else, 
and I say to myself, “I can’t do that.”
BOB WEEDEN,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Lucky to live 
here

All the good people living on Salt 
Spring Island and in the other Gulf 
Islands should be proud and happy 
to live here.

Salt Spring Island has been 
praised in various newspapers and 
magazines nationwide as one of 
the best places to live in Canada 
thanks to the wise guidance of our 
Trust administration. Yet it is amaz-
ing there are often articles in your 
paper that incite dissatisfaction.

We are very lucky to still have 
honourable men and women in 
charge of our lives here who have 
done a marvellous job of preserv-
ing our rural atmosphere in spite of 
the many new developments which 
have taken place over the past 30 to 
40 years. 

So we have a few potholes, drive 
slower! Yes we have some dirt roads, 
but that is why we came here, to 
escape the terror of city develop-
ments, the destruction of neigh-
bourhoods and the loss of peace 
of mind. 

Why so many venomous articles 
complaining about what is miss-
ing? We have a fabulous health-care 

service, home support, the friendli-
est cashiers and sales people, the 
best tradesmen and professionals, 
the most valuable volunteers and 
hard-working farmers. In addition, 
we also have very generous donors 
of land and money for numerous 
valuable projects. All of this evolved 
during the honourable Trust 
administration. 

We, the older generation, had 
to work very hard over many long 
years to afford to live here. Up to 
now the Trust has prevailed, in spite 
of many attacks against it, to pre-
serve our peace of mind and previ-
ous island way of life. 

I hope Salt Spring Island will resist 
the tyranny of municipal incorpo-
ration and remain under the leader-
ship of our local community Trust 
and become a model for future gen-
erations and communities. 
RITA APTEKMANN,
N O R T H  B E A C H  R O A D

Reconsider
Re: Fraser’s Thimble Farms and 

the NSSWD water permit, I have 
asked the NSSWD to please recon-
sider what they will do to not only a 
local family and business but their 
many customers of long standing if 
they go ahead with withdrawing a 
water permit from the farm. 

The Frasers have already volun-
tarily restricted water use, probably 
more than any NSSWD customers.
They also provide a service that is 
not available elsewhere, growing 
rare plants for many gardening com-
munities. 

Does the NSSWD really want to 
single-handedly be responsible for 
this tremendous loss?
CAROL MILLER,
S A L T  S P R I N G

INDEPTH

RANTS and Roses A huge thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped to make this year’s Fulford Hall Christ-
mas Craft Fair so successful. They include the 
wonderful Girl Guides; SD64 students (includ-
ing exchange students from Mexico, Slovakia 
and Belgium); our pop girl Emily and all the 
community folks who stepped up to bake and 
to help. We could not do it without you. Funds 
earned by the hall keep the lights and the heat 
on for the rest of the year and help us to main-
tain this grand old building, which truly is the 
heart of our community. Christmas blessings 
and best wishes for the holiday season.

MORE LETTERS 
continued from 7
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Be a Smart 
Santa

Choose from 
one of the latest 
brand name 
smart phones

• Cell phones,
• Satellite TV 
• Landlines 
• Cell boosters
• Accessories

342 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, 250-537- 8371

GREAT GIFT IDEAS
Santa

T
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SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

Some conditions apply. Call for details.

nexgenhearing.com

Give back the Sounds of Life.
What did your loved one miss today? Hearing professionals define 
hearing loss from mild to severe. With a moderate hearing loss  
(41-70 dB), sounds such as a child’s voice, a bird chirping or the 
rustling of the wind through autumn leaves could be some of the 
sounds missed. At NexGen Hearing, our goal is to improve the 
quality of life of our patients, through better hearing health!

GIVE THE
GIFT OF
BETTER
HEARING.

Enjoy Quality Hearing Aids Today!

Reservoir idea worth exploring
BY GREG AST 

October, November, December, 
January, February and March in 
this part of the world are usually 
colder and often fi lled with rain.

This year, 2016, November has 
been especially rainy. We’ve had 
so much rain that St. Mary Lake is 
already full to bursting. 

Think about that. Just seven 
weeks ago, there was so little 
water in St. Mary Lake that the 
island was on water restrictions. 
Now, we can’t store any more 
water in the lake. Water is spilling 
over the dam and fl owing down 
Duck Creek and into the ocean.

That means for the rest of our 
winter, for December, January, 
February and March, every drop 
of rain water that falls on our larg-
est drinking water basin is going 
to run into the Strait of Georgia 
and from there to the Pacifi c Ocean 
and, in so doing, become undrink-
able. Am I the only one who thinks 
that’s quite a waste of good drink-
ing water?

Is there another way?
Here’s an idea. We could decide 

to fi nd a way to store all that extra 
water in a reservoir so we can drink 
it next spring and summer. But isn’t 
that what St. Mary Lake is? Isn’t it 
our reservoir? Aren’t the folks at 
the waterworks planning to raise 
the level of St. Mary Lake so more 
water can be stored in the lake in 
the future?

The answer is yes. The lake is our 
natural reservoir and there is a plan 
to raise the level with a higher dam, 
also known as a weir. It seems like a 
good solution. Except for the sun.

The sun?
In the spring, the sun returns to 

this part of our globe and starts 
to warm up our island. Warm air 
means warmer water in our St. 
Mary Lake and that warm water 
starts to evaporate. The water 
changes to water vapour and fl oats 
away to become clouds. Poof, gone 
forever. Or at least until it rains 
again in October.

According to the scientists and 
engineers who measure these 
things, more of the water in 
St. Mary Lake next summer will 
evaporate than we get to drink. 
Did you know that? It’s true. More 
water will be lost from St. Mary 
Lake in evaporation than will be 

drawn from the lake for drinking, 
washing, irrigation, you name it. 

I’m not making this up. Really, 
just ask the experts.

So, that’s why I think we should 
store extra rainwater in a new res-
ervoir. Reservoirs can be covered 
much easier than lakes. If you cover 
water, it doesn’t evaporate into the 
atmosphere, even in the summer 
when it’s hot. Think about that. 
Most of the extra water that we’re 
going to store in St. Mary Lake by 
building a weir at Duck Creek will 
sit in the lake and evaporate well 
before we can use it in the spring 
and summer. Yikes.

Now if we built a reservoir on the 
shore of the lake, we could pump 
the water that falls into the lake this 
time of the year into that reservoir. 
Then we could cover it so that the 
water in the reservoir would not 
evaporate. Next summer when we 
need the water we could pour the 
water in the reservoir back into the 
lake for our gardens and our homes 
to use. Just open a valve and let it 
run right into the lake.

But what would a reservoir cost? 
Would it cost more than the $5 
million that’s being proposed for 
the weir at Duck Creek? Probably. 
But at least the water saved in a 
covered reservoir won’t evaporate 
into a cloud next summer.

An alternative might be to put 
a cover over the lake and stop 
the lake’s water from evaporating 
when the warm weather comes. 
They do that in places like Cali-
fornia. No kidding. In one place, 
they pour thousands of four-inch 
plastic balls that float around in 
their water source. Apparently, if 
they put enough of them in the 
water so that they’re cheek to jowl, 

the plastic balls reduce the evapo-
ration of the water dramatically. 
They claim 90 per cent retention. 
I doubt that, but even if it’s 80 per 
cent, that’s pretty good, eh?

But if we did that in St. Mary 
Lake then it would change the 
ecology of the lake. People couldn’t 
swim there, or boat there or fi sh 
there. Kids couldn’t pee there. 
Birds couldn’t land in the water. 
The lake would truly become a 
water reservoir and no one wants 
that to happen. Except for the kids 
peeing, anyway. 

But a real reservoir, separate 
from but attached to the lake, 
could be built on the land to the 
west of S t. Mary Lake. We could 
toss the four-inch plastic balls in 
there to prevent water evapora-
tion. Maybe when we opened a 
valve to let that water pour into St. 
Mary Lake in the summer, every 
now and then a rogue ball or two 
might end up in St. Mary, but I 
bet some enterprising Labrador 
retriever would remove it for free.

So, how do you make a res-
ervoir? I don’t know, but I bet it 
involves cutting down some trees 
and digging a hole in the ground. A 
big hole. And a fence to keep those 
pesky retrievers from making 
off with all the four-inch plastic 
balls. And probably getting some 
approvals from the Islands Trust 
and the province. But the good 
news is that we probably already 
have the pumps needed to move 
extra water in St. Mary Lake in 
December, January, February and 
March. 

I’d like to see it happen so we 
could have enough water to build 
affordable housing and to let our 
greenhouses water their growing 
plants. Heck, we could show visi-
tors to the island in the summer 
that we can solve problems here 
on Salt Spring. We might even get a 
bunch of tourists to come over just 
to look at all the fl oating four-inch 
plastic balls.

Maybe the province would give 
us some of the money to build the 
reservoir.

That’s my idea.
P.S. I wonder why they don’t use 

fi ve-inch plastic balls?

The writer is a retired engineer 
living on Salt Spring Island. 

GUESTCOLUMN

We could toss the 
four-inch plastic balls 
in there to prevent 
water evaporation. 

Stay Connected
be part of the Driftwood’s online community.

Visit www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com for breaking news, 
extra content and to vote in our weekly poll; like us on Facebook 

for breaking news, photos and fun stuff; 
and get all the news fi rst by following us on Twitter.

We price 
match in 

stock items!

Mercurius art supplies, 
felt dolls & doll making,

scientifi c toys

Christmas Wish List 
               � lled Here!

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

MOUAT’S

Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

We everything on your 
Christmas Wish List

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    250.537.5551    
MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM  

SUNDAYS & MOST HOLIDAYS 10 AM - 5PM

Mercurius art supplies,
felt dolls and doll making,

scientifi c toys

scientifi c toys

We everything on your We everything on your We everything on your We everything on your 

Christmas Wish List 
               � lled Here!

Christmas Wish List 
               � lled Here!

Christmas Wish List 

MOUAT’SUAT’SUA

Christmas Wish List 
H

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

FAVOURITE GUYS: 
Bud Friele, 96, was 
among islanders of all 
ages meeting Santa as 
he fl ew in courtesy of 
Salt Spring Air to the 
Ganges fl oatplane dock 
on Saturday. Santa then 
heard island children’s 
Christmas wishes and 
had photos taken with 
them at the library by 
the Driftwood’s Fiona 
Foster. Library staff  and 
volunteers also led craft 
activities and provided 
treats for all.   
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 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

www.prepareyourself.ca

�  Place tree away from fi replaces, radiators and other heat sources.  
Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, creating fi re hazards.
�  The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and 
any persons touching a branch could be electrocuted.  Check each set of 
lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or 
loose connections.  Do not use if damaged.
�  Burning evergreens in the fi replace can also be hazardous. When dry, 
greens burn like tinder. Flames can fl are out of control, and send sparks 
fl ying into a room, or up the chimney to ignite creosote deposits.
�  Use non-combustible, fl ame-resistant and non-leaded metal trimmings.
�  Avoid wearing loose fl owing clothes— particularly long, open 
sleeves—near open fl ames - such as those of a fi replace, stove, or 
candlelit table.
�   Artifi cial snow sprays can irritage lungs if inhaled.  To avoid injury, 
read container lables; follow directions carefully

Plan for safety.  There is no substitute for common sense.  Look for 
and eliminate danger spots near candles, fi replaces, trees and/or 
electrical connections.
These are some tips taken from the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission:  Holiday Decoration Safety Tips.  For more 
information download their brochure at: https://www.cpsc.gov/
PageFiles/121347/611.pdf

HOLIDAY SAFETY

Call for on-island dialysis service not well thought out
BY DAVE GIBBON

The front-page article in 
the Nov. 30 edition of the 
Driftwood is interesting but 
does not cover all the facts.

Unquestionably, kidney 
failure and the need for 
regular dialysis therapy is 
a serious matter and noth-
ing to be wished on any-
one.  However, headlining 
the article “Patients plead 
for dialysis facility” and 
prompting a fundraising 
campaign to “purchase and 
install” a dialysis machine 
on Salt Spring is misdirect-
ed. 

There is no doubt that 
Mark Clancy, John Roland 
and others suffer a great deal 
by having to commute sev-
eral times a week to Victo-
ria for dialysis sessions, and 
I can certainly sympathize 
with their plight. 

Fortunately, there are 
alternatives for many kid-
ney patients that involve 
home dialysis equipment, 
self-managed therapy (with 
professional assistance 
a phone call away) and a 
much better quality of life 
than that dictated by hos-
pital-clinic treatment. Not 

every kidney patient quali-
fies for home dialysis, but 
many do, and anyone facing 
the prospect of long-term 
treatment should consult 
their nephrologist about the 
available options.

A member of our family 
experienced kidney failure 
some time ago and we spent 
several months making the 
three-times-per-week com-
mute to Royal Jubilee Hospi-
tal. The staff there were won-

derful, professional and very 
compassionate. And there 
were a lot of them, in a very 
busy and well-equipped clin-
ic. Fortunately, the option of 
home dialysis was available 
and has been used success-
fully now for more than fi ve 
years. Supplies are delivered 
once a month, we go in to the 
clinic in Victoria every three 
or four months for a check-
up, and the family member 
lives an almost-normal life.  

The point I want to make 
is that suggesting a kidney 
clinic be established on 
Salt Spring Island for three 

or four patients is poor-
ly thought out. A hospital 
clinic, for those who need 
that level of care, requires 
m a n y  n u r s e s,  t e c h n i -
cians and support staff, in 
addition to one or more 
nephrologists to supervise 
the operation. Clinic-level 
dialysis machines are com-
plex, finicky and require 
constant adjustment and 
maintenance. Machines 
often malfunction and must 
be changed out. One dialysis 
machine, a bed and a room 
will not cut it. In my opinion, 
a renal dialysis unit at Lady 

Minto Hospital is not “over-
due.” Far better to make 
use of the existing properly 
equipped clinics in Victo-
ria, Duncan and Nanaimo 
than to charge off on anoth-
er fundraising scheme for a 
service that is not suited to 
small, rural communities.

And for those who can 
qualify for home therapy — 
either home hemodialysis 
or home peritoneal dialysis 
— do it!

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident with a family mem-
ber who needs dialysis.  

St. Mary Lake is not 
broken or polluted

The Nov. 23 Driftwood cartoon showing an 
angler catching a fish in St. Mary Lake that was 
just a skeleton, as if the lake is toxic waste, is a 
great disservice to the lake and its wonderful 
ecology. 

All of us fishermen know there are trout, bass 
and perch, not to mention all the other wildlife 
— everything from beaver, muskrats, mink and 
otters — as well as large flocks of ducks and geese 
and cormorants that periodically gather on the 
lake in the hundreds. The lake is as healthy now as 
it has ever been, a typical West Coast lake with all 
the life it has always been able to support. Release 
a fish back into the lake and you had better be 
quick, because often an eagle will sweep down 
and scoop it up.

Then why the notion that the lake is “broken” 
and somebody has to “fix it?”

Well, that’s the way a lot of projects get done 
on Salt Spring Island. The new library comes to 
mind, as well as the need for a new Ganges fire 
hall.

Right now, St. Mary Lake is full and spilling 
over the weir to Duck Creek. If the weir was one 
foot higher, it’s easy to calculate the difference 
it would make. One acre covered by one foot of 
water equals 250,000 gallons. St. Mary Lake is 
approximately 200 acres so multiply by 200 and 
you get 50,000,000 gallons of additional water 
storage. We use about 1,000,000 gallons a day 
from St. Mary Lake. Therefore, if the weir were 
one foot higher, we would gain a 50-day supply 
of new water storage. This is a little less than two 
months, say July and August in a dry summer.
ROGER BRUNT,
B R I N K W O R T H Y

NSSWD urged to work 
with farm on water issues

The following letter was sent to the North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District board and filed with 
the Driftwood for publication.

I hope I am one of a flood of persons writing 
to you about cutting the water supply to Fraser’s 
Thimble Farms. 

This business is a jewel of the Gulf Islands, and 
we are fortunate to host it on Salt Spring Island. It 
seems to me that you could look at it as if elec-
tricity was a local commodity, and an electricity 
board elected to cut off Country Grocer half way 
through each day to save power. It would devas-
tate that essential business. And although you 
may not think Thimble Farms is an essential busi-
ness, I beg you to reconsider.

This family has been on the island, contribut-
ing in all the ways people and businesses do, for 
two generations. In that time, they have built up 
a world-class and world-renowned reputation in 
the nursery world. How many businesses can say 

that?  
They have become a tourist and professional 

destination to visit. Nowhere else can speciality 
plants like they have be purchased. They have 
made the whole nursery accessible, beautiful 
and unique. They have shown deep concern for 
conservation of both water  and the environment. 
They are to be commended and encouraged. 
Please look with clear sight and minds at this 
again.

I am sure they are willing to work with the 
NSSWD board to be stewards of our water resourc-
es and to be partners in supporting a sustainable 
and essential business here on Salt Spring Island.
MELYNDA OKULITCH,
L I T T L E  M O U N T A I N  R O A D

Truth and rec? 
From untold centuries ago, this land was occupied
By First Nations and the Inuit, who lived and multiplied;
Their life was close to nature in the ultimate degree - 
The woods chock full of wildlife, fi sh in rivers and the sea; 
No private property was here, just land and water, too;
With hardship - yes, and they were hardy - hardy through 
and through;
But trading made life easier, and soon came colonists,
Who brought a different way of life in order to subsist.

But colonists brought money too, a basic innovation,
And with that - trading in resources, ripe for exploitation.
It has been said that money is the root of all that’s evil -
And maybe money’s basic to our present-day upheaval.
The UN Declaration for First Nations, it endorses
The ownership, use and control of their land and resources;
Yet giant corporations rape the land to make a profi t,
Though scientists keep telling us it’s time for us to stop it.

It seems our federal government, and B.C.’s parliament,
Will not endorse the UN declaration’s plain intent
But if the feds continue to condone the exploitation,
I cannot see much future for Truth and Reconciliation.
H. BARRY COTTON,
V A N C O U V E R  ( F O R M E R L Y  O F  S A L T  S P R I N G )

INRESPONSE

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Letter-writer Roger Brunt with a healthy rainbow 
trout he caught in St. Mary Lake last fall. 

MORE LETTERS
continued from 8

Gift Subscriptions
52 weeks $50. + GST / ($84.00 off Island)

E-edition
52 weeks $37.95 + GST

Call Jamie now 250.537.9933
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Saturday Dec. 10th 

6:30 pm Santa arrives at Coast Guard Dock.

Come down at 6:00pm
to enjoy a hot chocolate.

Follow Santa into Mouat’s Mall. 
Give him your 
wish list for Christmas. 
He’ll also visit Greenwoods 
and Lady Minto Hospital.

sponsored by 
BELLINGHAM &
SSI LIONS CLUB

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.

DgiM

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 9th.  
Win a cash prize for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 
are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers and librarians 
on quality of writing, clarity of presentation and 
originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in 
December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone number of the 
writer must be written on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, 
email to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation 
level are eligible to win a donation of $100 made on 
behalf of the class to the charity of their choice!

WEDNESDAY
PRIME RIB DINNER

Sunday Night Music 
with

The Barley Brothers
arts&entertainment

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment
EXHIBITIONS

Gabrielle Jensen shows new direction at Auntie Pesto’s
LeRoy Jensen small works 
released

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Multimedia works by Gabrielle Jensen 
showing at Auntie Pesto’s this month 
reveal an interesting new direction for 
an established Salt Spring name, while 
the release of 30 small charcoal draw-
ings by her famous father LeRoy Jensen 
is a rare chance to access his estate at a 
modest price point.

As the owner of Gulf Islands Picture 
Framing, Jensen has a busy schedule 
running her business, which makes the 
intense, finely detailed portrait work 
she’s known for diffi cult to fi t in. She’s 
been making the most of the little stu-
dio time available instead by exploring 
the monoprint as a new part of her art 
practice. 

As Jensen explained, the monoprint 
has the advantage of involving several 
short stages that can be spread out to 
fi t an hour here, an hour there. But per-
haps more importantly, the new form 
has opened an entirely different way of 
expression for an experienced artist.

“It’s the happy accidents or those 
things that make you reassess [that make 
it work], so it’s not so linear as some of 
the things I do,” Jensen said to describe 
why she’s enjoying the new direction. 

As a self-taught monoprinter, her 
method is to start with a line drawing, 
then apply acrylic paint to matte board 
for the paper pressing. 

“This creates randomness and makes 
the paint adhere in a different way than 
it usually does,” Jensen explained. “It 
creates texture that you couldn’t other-
wise get.”

After the paint dries she works into the 
image with pastel to bring out detail and 
defi nition.

So far Jensen is sticking with the 
human fi gure as her main subject. Far 
less realist in style than her charcoal 
drawings, the monoprints are in some 

ways more human, since the texture left 
by tacky paint brings in fl aws.

“It’s something I would never do if I 
was painting by hand directly,” Jensen 
said, “but I like it. I’m fi nding that I’m 
becoming braver in this process.” 

The grainy texture creates a lovely 
result in Birch Grove, where the dappled 
trunks seem alive with dimension while 
having a fresh, impressionist air of light 
and movement captured in a moment. 
The bright trunks are set against a back-
drop of mossy green, with a wonderfully 
contrasting mulberry ground mottled 
with more green. Printing onto craft 
paper has increased the textured look of 
the thick paint overtop.

A series of Jensen’s works based on the 
same drawing reveals how subtle chang-
es in approach can produce entirely 
different results. The close-up portrait 
of a woman with a long, narrow face 
and a string of jewels looks patrician 
and refi ned in one version, with the air 
of upper-class America, mid-century. 
Another printing and different treatment 
gives the woman a more severe look and 
removes the time period by a century or 
two, calling to mind the Dutch Expres-
sionist style and time period. 

A third version impacts the feel-
ing again, with the woman’s flame-
coloured hair changed to black and her 
blue dress to red. The altered palette 
shifts the tone and the imagined nar-
rative of who and where this woman 
might be.

Another set of prints is based on one 
base drawing, this time with a small 
child as subject. In this case Jensen 
used the same matte to print a sec-
ond time, producing a less defi ned or 
ghosted effect because of the decreased 
paint left on the matte. Again, different 
treatment makes the two final works 
completely unique, with a thin-looking 
but more modern child in the fi rst ren-
dition and one with a rounder face and 
more Victorian feel in the second.

While Jensen’s work is on exhibit 
at Auntie Pesto’s, she is also hosting a 
show of her late father’s work just across 
the plaza at Gulf Islands Picture Fram-
ing. She has released a new selection of 
his estate, comprising around 30 small 
charcoal drawings, which are available 
either framed or unframed. The works 
are tiny but marvellous examples of his 
ability to vitally capture form in a whirl 
of marks.

THEATRE ARTS

GISS Improv hosts holiday show
Fundraiser supports 
championship eff orts

W i t h  a n o t h e r  C a n a d i a n  Im p r ov 
Games season underway, GISS Improv 
is inviting theatre sports lovers to come 
and celebrate with the Holiday Home 
Show. 

Team members will be providing a 
venue for everyone’s favourite game, 
What’s in the Box?, and raising money 
to help get to the national champion-
ships at the same time at ArtSpring this 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 

Starr ing  GISS  junior  and senior 
improv teams, a special gathering of 
GISS improv alumni and special musical 
guests, the evening will raise funds to 
help send the Vancouver Island regional 
champions to the national tournament 

in Ottawa.
“We have put together a holiday spe-

cial influenced by Bing Crosby, Bill Mur-
ray, The Muppets Family Christmas, 
Pee Wee Herman, Charles Dickens, 
Dan Akroyd, ET, Richard Pryor and the 
Rankin Family,” explains GISS coach 
Jason Donaldson. “The basic premise is 
that ghosts of GISS improv teams past, 
present and future are stuck in a remote 
cabin, performing awesome improv 
scenes, and special musical guests keep 
dropping by to sing holiday favourites.”

Salt  Spring Island audiences love 
improv,  Donaldson added,  and are 
always keen supporters of local stu-
dents. The holiday show provides the 
opportunity for friendly, cooperative 
performance by competitive teams.

The show starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are available at ArtSpring. 

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

A monoprint and pastel piece from Gabrielle Jensen’s 
Portait Series, left, and a charcoal drawing by LeRoy 
Jensen. Works by both artists can be viewed at Grace 
Point Square this month.



Wed. Dec 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo - Samer Khaldi. 
Pianist Samer Khaldi presents a 
recital of classical Arabic music 
at All Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10 
p.m. Followed by optional tea 
and treats.   

 ACTIVITIES  
Islands Trust Council. 
Second day of quarterly meet-
ing includes draft budget 
session at 9:15 a.m., com-
munity presentations at 1:30 
p.m. and town hall session at 
2. Community Gospel Chapel. 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Festival of Trees. 
Enjoy decorated Christmas trees 
from several community groups 
and businesses. Vote for your 
favourite tree by placing an 
item for the Salt Spring Food 
Bank under it and/or donating 
money for Copper Kettle. At the 
Harbour House Hotel. 9 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. every day until the 
morning of Dec. 30.

Native Pollinator Protection 
Forum. 
Pollination for the Nation of 
Salt Spring Island and the Coast 
Stewardship & Conservancy 
Society share information on 
protecting endangered bees 
with display tables, a live hon-
eybee observation hive and a 
microscope viewable specimen 
collection at the public library 
from 4 to 9 p.m., plus talk by 
bee expert Ted Leischner at 7 
p.m.   

Wed. Dec 7
  ACTIVITIES

SS Film Festival: A Man 
Called Ove. 
One of Sweden’s biggest locally 
produced box office hits ever, 
director Hannes Holm finds 
the beating heart of his source 
material, Fredrik Backman’s 
international best-selling 
novel. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.  
SongJam. A pub-style sin-
galong to the soundtrack of 
our lives. Moby’s Pub every 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Thur. Dec 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Open Mic With Dave & Ross. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub 
beginning at 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Islands Trust Council. 
Final day of quarterly meeting. 
Community Gospel Chapel. 8:45 
to 11:45 a.m.
Probus Club meeting. 
Jens Roland talks about climate 
change and its effect on but-
terflies in the Canadian Rockies. 
Meaden Hall. 10 a.m.
Advance Care Planning.
Salt Spring Hospice presentation 
at SS Seniors Centre. 3 to 5 p.m.
Ganges Shop Local Social.
Join the merchants in Ganges 
for an evening of late shopping, 
special incentives and holiday 
cheer. 4 to 8 p.m.
Winter Night Market. 
A festive evening of cheer, treats 
and local shopping. Bullock 
Lake Farm. 5 to 10 p.m. 

Thur. Dec 8
  ACTIVITIES

Keeping the Peace. 
Join Tim Burkhardt for his 
talk titled Keeping the Peace: 
Conservation Challenges and 
Opportunities in Magnificent 
Northeast B.C. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.
6th Annual Glowtini 
Contest. 
Mixologists from Salt Spring’s 
restaurants & pubs compete 
to create 2016’s official 
holiday drink with farm-to-
table Christmas concoc-
tions. Glowtinis auctioned off 
to the crowd as they are made, 
with proceeds to the Copper 
Kettle. Legion Lounge. 8 p.m.
Festival of Trees.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Fri. Dec 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Colour Wheel - Salt Spring 
Concert Band. 
A celebration of music from 
Canada, Great Britain, Korea, 
Japan, Ireland, Russia, Norway 
and the U.S.A. led by music 
director Dawn Hage. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. 
Everyday People.
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
A Writer’s Quartet. 
Four Salt Spring authors pres-
ent readings: Eileen Wttewaall, 
Lottie Devindisch, Jim Warren 
and Pat Gould. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 2:30 p.m.  

Fri. Dec 9
  ACTIVITIES

Return to Love. 
An evening of dance, embel-
lished by cacao ceremony, yoga, 
sound healing and council. 
Facilitated by Naomi Jason and 
Alex King-Harris. Beaver Point 
Community Hall. 7 to 10 p.m.
Festival of Trees. 
See Wednesday’s listing.

Sat. Dec 10
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
GISS Improv: Holiday Home 
Show. 
Ghosts of GISS Improv teams 
past, present and future per-
form awesome improv scenes 
while stuck in a remote cabin, 
while special musical guests 
drop by to sing holiday favou-
rites. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Christmas Market in the 
Park. Local vendors make it, 
bake it, or grow it with a holi-
day twist. Centennial Park. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Stefanie Denz Winter Open 
Studio. 
Hot drinks and seasonal treats 
served. 471 Beaver Point Rd. 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
1st Annual Fulford Barter 
Fair. 
Bring your best treasures for 
trade in traditional trade circle 
format with blanket space on 
the ground to display what you 
offer. Fulford Hall. 12 noon to 
6 p.m.
Kinder Morgan Day of 
Action. 
Join a peaceful rally at 12 noon 
in the bandshell in Centennial 
Park, then march though 
Ganges. Then at 7 p.m, join a 
film screening of “To the Ends of 
the Earth” with filmmaker David 
Lavallee and a facilitated discus-
sion on Salish Sea Resistance at 
All Saints.

Sat. Dec 10
  ACTIVITIES

Hastings House Holiday 
Wine Tasting. 
Ceri Barlow of Pacific Wine & 
Spirits shares stories and pours 
wine from three important wine 
families in a festive sit-down 
tasting seminar. Plus door prizes 
& a raffle to benefit the Copper 
Kettle. Hastings House Country 
House Hotel. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Gayle Baker Book Launch. 
Island-based writer and histo-
rian releases Victoria: A Harbour 
Town History. Salt Spring Island 
Public Library. 2 p.m.

Nordic Yule Feast Potluck. 
Celebrate the ancient Nordic 
holy day of Yule at a Viking feast 
hosted by Dan Miller. Join in for 
a family-friendly, ceremonial 
pot-luck feast, meet Father Yule 
and partake in old and new 
Yuletide traditions. All welcome 
but seats are limited. Beaver 
Point Community Hall. 4 to 11 
p.m.
Hastings House Holiday 
Dinner. 
Hastings House Executive Chef 
Marcel Kauer and his team kick 
off the holidays with an elegant 
and indulgent 4-course menu 
with wine pairings. Hastings 
House Country House Hotel. 
6:30 p.m.  
Santa Ship. 
The return of the annual Lions 
Club Santa Ship will see Santa 
and his crew arrive at the Coast 
Guard Dock in Ganges Harbour 
at approximately 6:30 pm. Hot 
chocolate served starting 6 p.m. 
After he arrives, follow Santa 
and his elves to Mouat’s Mall to 
share Christmas wish lists.   
Festival of Trees. 
See Wednesday’s listing.

Sun. Dec 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
The Barley Brothers. 
Sunday night music at the Salt 
Spring Inn. 6 to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Festival of Trees. 
See Wednesday’s listing.
Stefanie Denz Winter Open 
Studio. 
See Saturday’s listing. 
Rollerblading at Fulford 
Hall. 
Skate rental included with 
entry. Fulford Hall. 1 to 3 p.m.

Annie Palovcik Photo Show 
Opening. 
At Fernwood Road Cafe, 2 to 
4 p.m.
Wintercraft Celebration. 
Enjoy live music, mulled wine, 
etc. at Wintercraft at Mahon 
Hall. 3 to 5 p.m.  

Mon. Dec 12
 ACTIVITIES  
Festival of Trees. 
See Wednesday’s listing.
Salt Spring Toastmasters. 
Guests welcome to join the 
dedicated band of public speak-
ing learners and enthusiasts 
meeting at the Shared Space 
Community Hub, Unit #1 
Merchant Mews, 315 Upper 
Ganges Rd. 7 to 9 p.m.

Tue. Dec 13
 ACTIVITIES  
Festival of Trees. 
See Wednesday’s listing. 
Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m.

Wed.  Dec 14
 ACTIVITIES  
Festival of Trees. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
School Board Meeting. 
Public welcome at SD64 school 
board portable. 1 p.m. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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  CINEMA

• Storks — Storks deliver babies.. . . or at least they used to. Now they deliver pack-
ages for a global internet giant. Junior and his friend Tulip must race to make their 
first-ever baby drop in a wild journey to restore the storks’ true mission in the world.
• Encore Theatre presents Richard lll — Starring Ralph Fiennes and Vanessa 
Redgrave. On Thurs., Dec.15 only at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Advance tickets at the cinema 
Fridays through Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. 
  EXHIBITIoNS

• Photographer Annie Palovcik presents Places and Faces: A Retrospective at 
Fernwood Road Cafe this month with an opening reception on Sunday, Dec. 11 
from 2 to 4 p.m.
• Stefanie Denz Winter Open Studio runs at 471 Beaver Point Rd. on Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 10-11, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Hot drinks and seasonal treats served. 
• Gallery 8 presents its annual Christmas Exhibition of Small Works until Jan. 3. 
• Artists from the Fringe group members present new work at Mahon Hall as 
part of Wintercraft daily through Dec. 22.
• Wintercraft show and sale presented by the Salt Spring Arts Council runs daily at 
Mahon Hall through Dec. 22, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

  EXHIBITIoNS

• Into the Light: A Winter Solstice Art Show of work by multiple artists runs at 
Salt Spring Gallery until Dec. 22. 
• Gabrielle Jensen shows new monoprints at Auntie Pesto’s Cafe through 
December, and releases a collection of small LeRoy Jensen drawings at Gulf 
Islands Picture Framing.
• Patricia Brown shows paintings in the ArtSpring lobby until Dec. 21. 
• Celia Meade exhibits oil paintings with themes of transcendence and spiritual-
ity in the Salt Spring Library Program Room through December.
• Five artists from the Salt Spring Painters’ Guild —Judith Borbas, Amanda 
Kuehl, Judy Nurse, Margaret Threlfall and Wendy Wickland — have winter 
seasonal paintings in the Country Grocer Cafe through December.
• Fifteen Salt Spring Photography Club members show photographs at the 
Harbour House Hotel through the month of December. 
• Renee Sanden’s installation called Trinity: the Mother, the Daughter and the 
Holy Spirit shows in the window of ArtSpace Gallery, #17 in Merchant Mews.
• Salt Spring Photography Club members have photographs on display at Salt 
Spring Coffee Co. Cafe. 

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Dec. 9 - 13 Fri. to Tues. 7pm 
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

1 hr  27 min
Rating: G

 Starts Fri. Dec. 16

Richard lll 
Starring Ralph 
Fiennes and 
Vanessa Redgrave 
Thurs. Dec.15th 
Only   3pm matinee Only   3pm matinee 
and 7 pm   Advance tickets   
$22 at the cinema 
Fri. to Tues. 6-7pm

FIND 
YOUR FLOCK

Richard lll 

ENCORE 
THEATRE

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Stories and Songs  
for the Season 

Dramatic reading with Arthur Black, Jan Rabson,  
Ann Stewart and others, plus live music

Fri., Dec. 16 • 7pm | Sat., Dec. 17 • 2pm   
SS United Church • A Stephen Lewis Foundation fundraiser 

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  Dec 7    What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W
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CONCERTS

Global music spins Colour Wheel program
Salt Spring Concert Band 
performs Friday

Salt Spring Concert Band players will 
take their audience on a musical adventure 
around the world this Friday, Dec. 9. 

Under music director Dawn Hage, the 
group presents Colour Wheel at ArtSpring 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

“Colour Wheel is inspired by the image 
of a wheel or sphere, spinning across the 
globe and picking up colour and energy 
from all the countries that it touches on its 
journey,” explains a press release about the 
show.

Colour Wheel is a celebration of music 
from Canada, Great Britain, Korea, Japan, 
Ireland, Russia, Norway and the U.S.A. 
Some of the pieces are seasonal, such as 
Russian Christmas Music, Celtic Carol, Polar 
Express and A Christmas Festival. Others 
are wind ensemble classics such as Gustav 
Holst’s First Suite in E-flat and Variations on 
a Korean Folk Song by John Barnes Chance. 

Hage is excited to bring three new works 
to Salt Spring audiences: Lonesome Scenes 
of Winter by Canadian composer Jeff Small-
man and Serenity by Norwegian composer 
Ole, which she describes as “evocative, mov-

ing soundscapes,” and a Joseph Curiale 
piece called Joy, which is an explosion of 
colour, energy and pure joy.

“Colour Wheel promises to be a musical 
adventure, a trip around the globe with an 
incredible program that celebrates both 

the season and the powerful, inspiring and 
uplifting music of some of the best wind 
composers on the planet. One night only 
and not to be missed!”

Tickets are available through the ArtSpring 
box office.  

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

Stories and Songs for the Season event returns
Talented islanders 
contribute to potpourri 

BY DIANE LUGSDIN
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

In the lead-up to this holiday 
season, we are much blessed by 
varied seasonal performances.  
Sample the best of these, as for 
the fourth year, the partnership of 
the Salt Spring United Church and 
the Salt Spring Grand(m)others to 
Grandmothers (G2G) brings dra-
matic readings celebrating Christ-
mas, Chanukah and wintertime in 
general in Stories and Songs for the 
Season. The performance comes 
complete with musical interludes, 
plus refreshments at intermission.  

The program includes works 
both familiar and less so. Returning 
performers offering their talents 
to this fundraiser include: Arthur 

Black, humourist, author, award 
winner, bringing Leacock’s Hoo-
doo McFiggin to life (Friday only); 
Ann Stewart, with rich associations 
with our community theatre, read-
ing the classic and heartstring-tug-
ging Gift of the Magi; Clark Saun-
ders,  actor, singer and the force 
behind this fundraising partner-
ship, sharing a Canadian soldier’s 
words; Lynda Jensen, recently of 
Cabaret, presents Josephine Little-
deer, a story about a First Nations 
woman, which is very apt as we 
strive towards reconciliation; Jan 
Rabson, the voice actor heard in 
thousands of films, commercials 
and TV shows, shares family mem-
ories of Chanukah (Friday only); 
Chris Humphreys, actor, novelist 
and playwright of Shakespeare’s 
Wake fame, offers a seasonal 
excerpt from The Wind in the Wil-
lows (Saturday only); Rachel Jacob-

son, director from Into the Woods, 
gives us Natan Sharansky’s story 
Chanukah in the Soviet Gulag (Sat-
urday only). 

Salt Spring is fortunate to be 
home to such artists, who con-
tribute so liberally to our commu-
nity. Through their generosity, all 
proceeds go to the Grandmoth-
ers campaign of the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation. Since its launch on 
Dec. 1, 2006, 240 Canadian Grand-
mothers groups have raised 
close to $25 million in support of 
African grandmothers and their 
AIDS-orphaned grandchildren. 
These moving, at times hilari-
ous, readings can connect us to 
the reason for this fundraiser — a 
fair response to the injustice facing 
AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca. We are reminded of the value 
of sharing, giving and hope, values 
that fi nd resonance in the seasonal 

traditions of Christmas and Cha-
nukah. 

The stories will be interspersed 
with seasonal music by local musi-
cians: harpist Yvonne Gibbon on 
Friday, fl autist Bo Curtis on Satur-
day, accompanist Shirley Bunyan, 
a male quartet, soloist Clark Saun-
ders, and two Chanukah-themed 
works by Joi Freed-Garrod, her-
self a local G2G member. And as 
with any great holiday happening, 
“goodies” provide sustenance at 
intermission. Please join us; be 
entertained and inspired.

Show times are scheduled to get 
you “in the mood” the weekend 
before Christmas and Chanukah: 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16 and 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17. 

Tickets are sold through the 
ArtSpring box office or from the 
United Church office, weekday 
mornings Tuesday through Friday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

AFTER THE VOYAGE: Participants in 
ArtSpring’s Youth Art Enrichment program 
gather with teacher Tracy Harrison and 
Country Grocer sponsor rep Rick MacKinnon 
around a 1950s Chestnut canoe and picnic 
basket loaned to their Dec. 3-5 exhibit by 
islander Bruce Grey, with some of their Group 
of Seven-inspired art works seen behind. 
Students had paddled to Chocolate Island 
as part of their experience emulating the 
methods of Group of Seven painters. 

PHOTO COURTESY SALT SPRING CONCERT BAND

Salt Spring Concert Band members at last year’s winter concert. This year the band is inspired by 
music from around the world at its Colour Wheel show set for Friday, Dec. 9 at ArtSpring. 

E X P LO R E

S T O R E

Today is

RESIDENTS
SENIORS DAY...
Save 15% off

ENTIRE store
(the fi rst Wednesday 

of every month save 15%)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

A

175 ARBUTUS ROAD 
250-537-5788

www.thimblefarms.com
Tuesday - Saturday, 9-4:30 pm  
Closed Sunday and Monday

Fraser’s
THIMBLE FARMS
Great selection 

of 
Potted fruit and 

nut trees, 
large hedging 

cedars and yews, 
live trees, 

Japanese maples.

Freshly cut 
Christmas Trees

Grand Fir, Noble Fir 
and Douglas Fir.

Fraser’s
P



Salt Spring Foundation 
grant received

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

While water restrictions have 
called the feasibility of an afford-
able housing development on 
Drake Road into question, a 
smaller piece of island infrastruc-
ture located just next door is tak-
ing steps to add rainwater collec-
tion to its toolkit with help from 
the Salt Spring Foundation.

Phoenix Elementary School has 
an active garden program that 
runs all year, including the sum-
mer months. Parents who took 
over watering duties during July 
and August faced an extra sched-
uling challenge last summer due 
to the necessary drought  con-
servation measures imposed by 
the North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District. 

“The problem with the water 
restrictions is you can only water 
certain days and certain times, 
and we’re working with volun-
teers. Maybe the day you can 
water isn’t the day you can come, 
so that became a problem,” 
explained Phoenix teacher Mary 
Greenwood.

Greenwood said the garden 
was in somewhat rough shape 
when students returned this fall. 
They were able to harvest cherry 
tomatoes but experienced crop 
loss of the larger varieties, plus 
things with heavy water needs 
like zucchinis and squash. 

“That’s too bad. A couple 
of cabbages could make some 
soup,” Greenwood observed.

Watering will potentially be 
easier next summer whether 
drought conditions return or not, 
thanks to a $3,500 grant from the 
Salt Spring Foundation. Plans are 
to purchase a 2,500-gallon tank 
and catch water from metal roofs 
on two nearby play structures to  
be connected by gutters and pip-
ing.

Greenwood learned about the 
school grant from another teacher 
the day before the deadline dur-
ing a garden visit from one of Salt 
Spring Elementary’s nature-based 

classes. She quickly applied and 
was thrilled to learn the school 
had qualifi ed for funding. 

“The garden provides incredi-
ble opportunities for place-based 
learning opportunities for stu-
dents — a viable garden provides 
the medium for cross-curricular 
studies and inquiry projects, for 
our hot lunch program and, even-
tually, an opportunity to give back 
to the community through fresh 
fruit and veggie donations,” said 
principal Boe Beardsmore. “The 
school community has dedicated 
much time to create and main-
tain this amazing garden, and our 
goal of it becoming a year-round 

garden is possible now with this 
Salt Spring Foundation grant.”

As someone who keeps an even 
bigger garden than Phoenix has, 
rainwater catchment is some-
thing Greenwood is personally 
familiar with.

“I use rainwater at home for my 
garden because there’s no way I 
could supply a large garden like 
that from my well,” she said.

The school would like to get 
the system up and running by 
the end of March at the latest to 
ensure rainwater harvesting hap-
pens during the period of greatest 
rainfall. Students will be encour-
aged to help with the design dur-
ing project time. Greenwood said 
fi guring out the shortest path for 
the connecting pipes will be one 
of the tasks to make sure limited 
resources are used as effi ciently 
as possible.

“There’s going to be a lot of 
ruler stuff going on,” she noted.

Most of the grant funds will 
be required for purchasing and 
transporting the storage tank. 
Greenwood said donations of 
sand — a sand bed is necessary to 
install the tank to avoid punctures 
— and excavator time would be 
greatly appreciated. Local knowl-
edge is another asset the school 
could draw on.

“We will be talking to members 
of the community who have done 
this before,” Greenwood said.

For more information on how 
to help, contact Beardsmore at 
250-537-1156 or email bbeards-
more@sd64.bc.ca.
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people&communitycommunitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Diggin’ It Excavating

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

ENVIRONMENT

Phoenix school adds water harvesting to garden

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

The garden at Phoenix Elementary School, which will benefi t from a 
rainwater catchment system next summer.

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Declaring the 2016 Festival of Trees open are, from left at back, Molly Coulson, Sarah Hen-
nessy, Ivy Hennessy and Lynda Turner, while Ava Hennessy cuts the ribbon held by Cherie 
Geauvreau of the Copper Kettle Community Partnership. Members of the public are invited 
to view decorated trees at the Harbour House Hotel through December and put non-
perishable food items or cash under their favourites to benefi t the Salt Spring Food Bank and 
Copper Kettle. At left, standing with the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce and Salt Spring 
Tourism tree are chamber executive director Janet Clouston, right, and member services/
fi nance manager Gail Beattie. 

140 Fulford-Ganges Road  •  250.537.5882

You’re not barking up 
the wrong tree if you 

come and see us for your 
unique Christmas gifts

P
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Adam Thomsen, Owner/Senior Consultant
604.885.8454  •  alltidesconsulting@gmail.com

www.alltidesconsulting.com

All Tides 
C O n S u lT i n g  A n d  d e S i g n

Call for free consultations 
on dock permits & designs

Your foreshore structure permitting experts

here’s 
my card
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS

250-589-8296   info@stephenproberts.ca

We PRICE MATCH

OFF-ISLAND STORES

New Appliances

Over 40 Major

Brands

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

OFF-ISLAND STORES

  Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Peter Andress
Service for all models

Save the ferry fare!

Salt Spring 
Books

Salt Spring
Books
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104 McPhillips Ave. 
250-537-2812

20%ff
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Stationery

(except Christmas)
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END OF LIFE

Hospice o� ers care planning session
Advice given on writing 
Advance Care Plan

Salt Spring Hospice is inviting island-
ers to start the conversation about who 
might speak for them and make health 
care decisions on their behalf if they 
were no longer able to do so. 

“If you were unable to communicate 
due to illness, would your friends or 
family know your wishes when faced 
with decisions that might affect your 
outcome? Many people have not 
had that conversation,” the hospice 
observes in a press release.  

The conversation on how to take the 
fi rst steps in clarifying wishes can begin 
this Thursday, Dec. 8 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
over coffee and cookies at the Salt Spring 
Seniors’ Centre. Three experienced hos-
pice volunteers will guide those attend-

ing through the process of how to even-
tually come up with an Advance Care 
Plan. All ages are welcome.

“Salt Spring Hospice has helped scores 
of individuals through this process. We’re 
very pleased to now offer this under a 
new project which is funded by the 
Seed Grants program, a joint initiative 
between the BC Centre for Palliative Care 
and the BC Hospice Palliative Care Asso-
ciation, which is funded through a grant 
from the Ministry of Health,” the hospice 
society states. 

For more information, contact Salt 
Spring Hospice at 250-537-2770 or 
email offi ce@saltspringhospice.org.

HISTORY

Historian tackles Victoria’s past
Salt Spring Public Library hosts 
Saturday book launch

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gayle Baker sensed a book in the making 
when she fi rst sailed into Victoria’s majestic  
Inner Harbour. Nearly a decade later, the 
release of Victoria: A HarbourTown History 
represents the fi rst comprehensive account 
of the garden city’s history in almost a gen-
eration.

“Victoria was a clear choice,” Baker said 
in an interview soon after her book hit the 
shelves in late November.

Baker traces the city’s history from around 
Confederation, when about 1,600 Coast Sal-
ish people lived in what has transformed into 
present-day Victoria to the very modern-day 
topics of sewage treatment, infrastructure 
pains and municipal fragmentation. The 
pages in between are fi lled with stories of 
gold fever, riots, devastating fires and the 
city’s evolution into British Columbia’s mod-
ern provincial capital and a world-class tour-
ism destination.

The book delves into the identities of 
familiar names and institutions, and exposes 
characters and places previously lost to all 
but the most historically inclined of the city’s 
residents.

Between the city’s heady boomtown days 
and tradition of “mixed-blooded unions,” 
readers are bound to discover that Victoria is 
much more than the stereotypical last bas-
tion of British colonial values.

The Victoria book is the seventh install-
ment in Baker’s HarbourTown History series. 
The compilation has looked at the histories 
of seaside towns that have inspired Baker 
during her extensive travels and career. The 
journey includes California coastal gems 
like Point Reyes, Santa Barbara and Newport 
Beach.

Baker wrote most of her book on San 
Diego during a four-month stay at a local 
marina, where she and her husband Howard 
were preparing their sailboat for an extend-
ed journey.

Unlike previous works, which were for an 
American audience, the Victoria book tested 
Baker’s knowledge and understanding of the 
idiosyncrasies of her newly adopted home 
north of the border.

“Not only did I have to learn a great deal, 
I also had to learn to spell and speak Cana-
dian, a task far more difficult than I had 
anticipated,” she said.

Canuck parlance, Baker discovered, 
favours the term “railway” instead of “rail-
road” and “a while” rather than “awhile.” 
Even after using “ou” to replace the “o” in 
words like favour, savour and honour fi nally 
sank in, she was led astray by that greatest 
Canadian trickster of them all: the caribou.

Baker wrote her latest book after compil-
ing about 500 pages of notes while reading 
every book on Victoria’s history she could 
find. She also spent many days research-
ing fi les in the City of Victoria Archives and 
gained access to remarkable historical pho-
tos that are included in the book.

Like other HarbourTown History vol-
umes, Baker initially sought to enlighten 
and entertain curious tourists who wanted 
to learn more about their destination. Time 
has shown that residents have been equally 
drawn to read and learn about the seldom 
told stories that underlie the modern towns 
and cities in which they live.

“Falling in love with Victoria is easy but so 
much more fun when you know its fascinat-
ing history,” Baker writes.

Salt Spring residents have a chance to 
meet the author and hear Baker read from 
her book during a free book launch event at 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 10 at the Salt Spring 
Public Library.

“Not only did I have to learn 
a great deal, I also had to 
learn to spell and speak 
Canadian.”
GAYLE BAKER
Author, Victoria: A  HarbourTown 
History

Monday to Saturday 11am to 7pm   
www.pomodoropizza.ca

250-537-5660
142 Fulford-Ganges Road 

(downtown across from Centennial Park)

Think Pomodoro’s 
for Christmas!

Gift 
Certificates

and 
Catering

I

“If you were unable to 
communicate due to illness, 
would your friends or 
family know your wishes?” 
SALT SPRING HOSPICE
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getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

“Drop in today, the coffee is always on” 

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC

(250) 474-2211

VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUBARU DEALER FOR  MORE SAVINGS. JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM

*Advertised prices consist of MSRP including charges for Freight & PDI of $1,675, Federal A/C Excise Tax of $100, and a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, 
registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security deposit. Models shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i premier w/ Tech Package & 2017 Forester 2.0 XT AT 
w/ Tech Package. Offers applicable on approved credit. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 kilometers per year for 48 months with excess charged 
at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and financing programs are available. 
Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown. Offers 
available until December 31, 2016. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Dealer #40319.

DASHING THROUGH THE SNOW, RAIN, SLEET, HAIL AND SLUSH.

 THE SNO W , RAIN , SLEE T, HAIL , AND S LUSH.

W EL L-EQUIPPED  FR O M

$33,470 * $434 LEASE PA YMENT

TOURING PACKAGE   |  LEV $14,025 plus taxes  |  Stock # JP7075  |  Model # HJ2TP  |  LEV $16,040 plus taxes  |  Stock # JP7016  |  Model # SSHD2TP

FOR 48 MONTHS
$0 DOWN
1.9% LEASE R A

-EQUIPPED  FR O M

,270 * $441 LEASE PA YMENT
FOR 48 MONTHS *
$0 DOWN
2.9% LEASE R ATE

*Advertised prices consist of MSRP including charges for Freight & PDI of $1,675, Federal A/C Excise Tax of $100, and a full tank of gas. 
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security deposit. Models shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i premier w/ Tech Package 
& 2017 Forester 2.0 XT AT w/ Tech Package. Offers applicable on approved credit. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 kilometers per year 
for 48 months with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other 
lease and financing programs are available. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purpose of 
illustration and may not be equipped as shown. Offers available until December 31, 2016. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete 
program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. 
Dealer #40319.

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Saunders Subaru.

WEDNESDAY 

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last 
Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Harbour House Hotel Crofton Room. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around 
the back. 
TEEN BOOK CLUB for teenagers aged 13 and up 
meets at the Salt Spring Public Library on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
YOUTH CREATIVE WRITING GROUP for ages 9-13 
runs at the Salt Spring Library led by Nikky from 4-6 
p.m. on the � rst Wednesday of the month. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. All aspects of � tness are 
covered (strength, balance, � exibility, etc.) based on 
functional movement. Coed classes led by certi� ed 
personal trainer. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.synergy� t@
gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges 
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring Literacy. 
By appointment at the literacy centre at 126 Hereford 
Ave. or by calling 250-537-9717. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets 
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. Everyone 
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the Salt 
Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at Stowel 
Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation with Insight 
Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE 
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 
104 Langs Rd. This innovative movement class features 
the work of John Pepper and is suitable for people 
with neurological conditions that are highly motivated 
to learn solutions for movement di�  culties. 2 to 3:30 
p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250-537-5681, anna@
bonesforever.com
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas 
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body 
conditioning system that builds � exibility and long, 
lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. Hatha � ow at The 
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. 
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY 
BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt 
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 
p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or clairebeariona@
yahoo.com.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 
3 p.m. 
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room on the � rst Thursday of the month. 
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event 
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30. 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. (Note: Closed Dec.16, 23, 30.)
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and 
high-school players run at the GISS gym from 8 to 
10 p.m. Bring own racquets and non-marking gym 
shoes. Info: Gail, 250-653-4613.
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 9 
p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA at Antler Ridge Dance Studio, 211 Horel Rd. 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. See Tuesday Nia description. 
Info/register: Arleen, 250-653-9235.
PICKLEBALL at Fernwood Elementary School gym. 
6 to 9 p.m. No experience necessary. 
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business 
people meets on the second Thursday of each 
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special 
guest speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.
com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-
Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until 
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 p.m. 
ZUMBA TONING with Marifer Robledo at SIMS 
dance studio until Nov. 24. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Pre-
register through PARC at 250-537-4448.

EVERY FRIDAY 
AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness 
Centre. Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
Alan, 250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30 
p.m. 
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for 
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine 
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move 
with less pain and stress by learning how to make 
any activity more e� ective and more enjoyable. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
FRIDAY ADVENTURE CAMP for ages 6 to 12 years 
runs every Friday that school is not in session. SS 
Elementary School gym. Info/registration through 
PARC: 250-537-4448.
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring library. An evening 
of board games and other interactive games 
facilitated by Bryan Dubien. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME - Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and their 
families. SS Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Until Dec. 
16 only. 

EVERY SATURDAY 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring 
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. through 
4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please sign up at the 
library for the appropriate date and time, complete 
with contact information and tutoring topic.
TODDLER TIME - For kids aged 3 years and under 
and their caregivers. SS Library. 10:30 a.m. Until 
Dec. 10 only. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at the 
Wellness Centre from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY 
OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last Sunday 
of every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex. 7 to 11 
p.m. Everyone welcome to alcohol-free event with 
good music and munchies. Info: 260-653-9856 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets on the � rst three 
Sundays of every month at Salt Spring Seniors. For 
weekly program, visit www.saltspringunitarians.com.

EVERY SUNDAY 
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and high-
school players run at the GISS gym from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Bring own racquets and non-marking gym shoes. 
Info: Gail, 250-653-4613.
DRUM CIRCLE at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. 
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School gymnasium. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
POKER at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS - Drop-in and play 
doubles tennis for ages 16 and up at Centre Court 
(behind the golf course) from 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura 
Moore, 250-537-0721.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210 
Cedar Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 
3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last 
Monday of each month at SS Seniors. 
10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION usually meets on the 
third Monday of each month at the SS 
Library Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. Public 
welcome. Con� rm meeting date at 250-
537-4448. NOTE: No meeting in December. 
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
meets on the fourth Monday of each month 
at the SS Library Program Room. 4 to 6 
p.m. Public welcome. NOTE: No meeting in 
December. 

EVERY MONDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT at Beaver Point Hall. All aspects 
of � tness are covered (strength, balance, 
� exibility, etc.) based on functional movement. 
Coed classes led by certi� ed personal trainer. 9 
to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 
250-653-4656.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 
6:45 p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: 
George Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches 
for the everyday body to classical music with 
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 
p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
Info: Alice Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@
saltspring.com.
KUNDALINI YOGA FOR BEGINNERS and others 
at North End Fitness. 1 to 2:10 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn 
(third � oor). 1 to 3 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell, 
250-537-1121. Drop-ins welcome. 
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds 
casual co� ee mornings for its members at 
Penny’s On the Green at 10 a.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in 
the Info Desk Programs binder.
Sessions are available every Monday at 12 and 
1 p.m.
TOASTMASTERS is a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts meeting 
at the Shared Space Community Hub, Unit #1 
Merchant Mews, 315 Upper Ganges Rd. every 
Monday (except for statutory holidays). 7 to 9 
p.m. Guests are always welcome.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health 
is open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; 
Mixed Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at 
the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 5 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1 
p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 p.m. 
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop in at Fulford Hall. 7:30 
p.m. Required: hockey stick and runners.
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. 
NIA at Salt Spring United Church Hall. Nia is the 
original fusion/� tness practice that o� ers the 
joy of dance, the power of the martial arts, the 
� exibility and mindfulness of yoga and more. 
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info/register: Arleen at 
250-653-9235.
NIA at the Core Inn top � oor. 5:45 to 7 p.m. Info/
register: Arleen, 250-653-9235.
PICKLEBALL at Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 
and at Fernwood Elementary from 7 to 9 p.m.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 
to 9 p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-
6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk 
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All Levels at 
SSI Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; and Slow 
Flow at SS Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.

537-4448. NOTE: No meeting in December. 
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Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts  • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law  • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial  • Licenced to practice in the Yukon

ANNA J.  PUGH
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I TO R

C L E M E N T  &  P U G H  L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC  

ph: 250.537.5505    cell: 250.539.0012    email: anna@ssilaw.ca

P E R S O N A L  L AW  C O R P

www.aerialtreeservice.ca 250-748-3939 • 250-416-0218

Servicing 
the Gulf Islands

Estimates 
& AdviceFREE

Insured & Licensed

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Royal
Canadian

   120 Blain Road, Ganges 

BOSUN’S WHISTLE 

BistroBistro
Mon to Fri Lunch 12 to 2
Fri & Sat Dinner 5 to 8
Meat Draw Fri & Sat from 5-7

Come early, stay late!

Friday Dec 9  
7:15 pm
members free
guests  $5.00

Synergy

REVISE

HOLIDAY SEASON 

Festive display lights up dark road
Troy Kaye and family create annual 
installation 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Drivers travelling between Fulford and Ganges 
on a dark winter evening have many kilometres 
to go before they hit a street light; if heading 
north, there’s nothing much to ease the way until 
you get close to town.

An annual installation of Christmas lights near 
Ford Lake is therefore a welcome gift to the com-
munity, and it’s one that property owner Troy 
Kaye keeps improving every year.

“My dad always liked to put up lights and I like 
lights in the wintertime,” Kaye said. “It’s dark and 
grey, so why not put up lights? And this is the time 
of year I get to do it.”

Lights usually go up a day or two after Remem-
brance Day, as Kaye prefers to respect the veter-
ans, and stay up until mid-January.

“I like February, but my kids make me take 
them down,” he said.

Kaye is also a big fan of the entire Christmas 
season, because that’s when he can reliably take 
two weeks off work from his glass business to be 
with his daughters. His front yard hosts displays 
including inflatable figures, snowmen and San-
tas, and an LED runway strip for Santa’s sleigh. 

New items are often added, but this year the 
yard has a few extra touches that Kaye’s father 
passed on. The senior Kaye lives in Parksville and 
has often contributed a float to the town’s Santa 
parade. 

The effect is even more magical when there’s 
snow. Kaye said his girls woke up Monday morn-
ing feeling like it was Christmas already.

“That’s why I do it — it’s for us,” he said. “I don’t 
do it for everyone to say ‘Oh look at this.’ I do it 
because I like lights.”

Other people also appreciate the parts of the 
display that can be seen from the road. Though 
some may think the lights go up too early, more 
often he gets a positive reaction.

“Quite a few say, ‘Thanks for the lights,’” Kaye 
said.

INVASIVE SPECIES 

Replace holly with substitutes
‘Tis the season 
to tackle invasive 
species 

SUBMITTED BY THE 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
OF THE SALT SPRING ISLAND 
CONSERVANCY 

It’s time to deck the halls, 
and you can help stop the 
spread of an invasive plant 
while doing so. English holly, 
with its dark green leaves, 
is becoming a real problem 
throughout southwestern 
B.C., as it out-competes 
native plants for light, nutri-
ents and water. It grows 
quickly and is very adapt-
able, thriving in shady or 
sunny locations.   

Since it spreads mostly by 
berries, cutting boughs of 
holly for Christmas decorat-
ing is one way to reduce the 
number of future plants that 
will sprout in natural areas. 
Ask neighbours with holly 
trees if they’ll allow you to 
take some branches, or look 

for plants growing along 
CRD PARC trails and on road 
allowances. 

If you have a female Eng-
lish holly tree, consider 
pruning off the branches 
with berries and giving them 
to friends and family, along 
with a note on how to dis-
pose of them properly after 
the holiday season.

Be very careful not to drop 
the berries outside, and 
keep them out of reach of 
young children, as they are 
poisonous. When you’re fi n-
ished with the decorations, 
put the berries in a plastic 
bag in the garbage, or burn 
them in your fi replace. Since 
stems can re-sprout or layer, 
dampen them and place in a 
plastic bag to rot completely 
before throwing them on the 
compost pile.  

Please help protect native 
eco-systems, and don’t buy 
or plant English holly. There 
are numerous beautiful non-
invasive hybrid varieties with 
sterile berries, including Jan 
Jose (Ilex x aquipernyi) and 

Meserve (Ilex x meservae) 
hollies. Another alternative is 
red elderberry, an attractive 
native shrub.

If you have a holly bush 
and wonder if it’s the invasive 
type, you can take a branch 
to a nursery to confi rm the 
species. If it is, consider buy-
ing a non-invasive replace-
ment while you’re there. If 
you see holly growing in CRD 
parks or on road-sides, it’s 
undoubtedly an invasive 
variety, so take a minute to 
remove it. (Just be sure it’s 
not Oregon grape, a native 
plant which has leaves grow-
ing opposite each other, in 
contrast to holly’s alternate 
leaves.) 

Young holly plants can be 
pulled from moist soil, or 
cut if the soil is dry. Mature 
trees and saplings can be cut 
below the root-crown, and 
any new sprouts cut back 
until the plant dies.

Enjoy decorating for the 
festive season, and do a good 
deed — get rid of a weed!  
Happy holidays to all!

250.537.9917 #6-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

Turn your Favourite 
Digital Photos into 

Canvas Art, 
T-shirts, Mugs and 

Puzzles this 
Holiday Season!

NEW COLOUR PRINTER

N

Need 
Packing 

Paper 
for your 

Christmas 
Gifts? 

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood 

and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. 
CASH ONLY.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Packing Packing Packing 
E

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

Just a few of the lighted decora-
tions in the Kaye family yard at 
1531 Fulford-Ganges Rd. See a 
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com website 
link for a video of the spectacle.
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Bach on the Rock 
with Guest Conductor  

Don Conley 

Handel’s Messiah 
6th annual Sing Along 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 
2:00 pm  at Fulford Hall 

with 
Cicela Månsson, Soprano 

Manya Sadouski, Mezzo-Soprano 
Don Fisher, Tenor 

Angus Bell, Bass 

Tickets: 
 Mondo Trading Company, 118 Lower Ganges Rd  

and at the door 
Adults $18 advance; $20 door.  Students $5. 

. 
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250-537-9933
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Fulford Community Elementary 
School student Lexi Akerman 
reads a thank-you message 
to Lady Minto Hospital 
Foundation president Jennifer 
Williams, right, while school 
principal Marie Mullen holds 
the mic at a recent whole 
school meeting. Students 
decided to donate $217 in 
change collected at whole 
school meetings this term to 
the hospital foundation.

riftwood

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 
organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS.

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
You are serious about increasing your 
social network. Before the week is out, 
you will have taken some bold initiatives. 
Your approach could even be described 
as rebellious or, at best, revolutionary. Yet, 
practical objectives continue to guide your 
focus so, while you do want to shake things 
up, you also want to be popular.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Digging deeper includes increasing your 
overall confi dence levels. Call it the inner 
work that will provide added insurance for 
success for your outer efforts. This ‘work’ 
could include key actions and measures in 
your home. Going deeper yet, this is a call 
for a body scan. This includes your physical, 
mental and emotional bodies.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Yay hurray, it’s time to play! Okay, you may 
be feeling a little more serious than that. 
The question is: is that sober note contained 
within this exuberance or is it the other way 
around? Either way, balancing the two is a 
likely goal now. Social and cultural activities 
are especially appealing and may come 
wrapped in travel interests.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
A review of your regular routine and daily 
habits is underway. While it is your right to 
do it your way, is your way right in terms of 
your best interests? Rebellion can prove 
costly when it defl ects the wisdom achieved 
from a humble review of which actions are 
beneficial and not. Traditions have their 
place but they can also cause problems.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
Your mind is on fi re. Well, actually, it may be 
more a matter of many little fi res. This can 
be the source of excitement and inspiration, 
yet also confusion due to scattered 
objectives. This is a call to prioritize. You 
can keep all of them lit and do the rounds, 
but you must decipher their order and 
priority.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
Steps and measures to increase your 
earning power continue to be a central 
area of focus. Yet, what you earn may not 
solely be about money. Earning confi dence, 
satisfaction, freedom, inspiration and so on 
need not necessarily be all about fi nances. 
On the other hand, these very attributes can 
be translated into more moolah too.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Circumstances of late are leading you to 
entertain new perspectives. There is always 
another way…of interpreting things. It is 
healthy to be open to new points of view. 
In fact, doing so may be the key to feeling 
liberated and expansive for the sake of other 
areas of interest. The time is right to play with 
the possibilities.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Often in order to go big externally, we have 
to dig deep internally. What we are digging 
for includes deep reserves of faith in our 
self and confi dence in our abilities. It could 
be described as a spiritual process, yet the 
objectives are about outer expressions and 
interactions. Sometimes a shovel works while 
at others a jackhammer is needed.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
The Sun in your sign implies initiative. Even 
new thoughts, ideas and plans qualify. 
Increasing your social network is featured. 
Unwilling to simply settle, you spidey senses 
are telling you to negotiate new terms and 
deals. Your energy levels are running high and 
you need an outlet. Make plenty of room for 
the opinions of others for best results.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
You are in an introspective and philosophical 
mood. Yet, you also want to share your 
thoughts and be heard. As you do, you may 
be reminded that you actually have a lot to 
say: thoughts others would probably like and 
perhaps need to hear. Call it, ‘finding your 
voice’. Once found, you may discover a new 
level of power.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Venus and Mars in your sign signify 
assertiveness and pro-action. This awakened 
pioneering spirit will prove mind-opening. 
There are some very auspicious factors at 
play for you now and they may well include 
fresh opportunities for love and romance. Add 
spice to existing relationships and/or break 
away into new ones.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20
Some exciting possibilities are brewing in your 
mind. These may be recognized as returns for 
prior successes. A growing determination 
to manifest your ideas will become evident 
this week. Positively, they could have a big 
impact on your fi nancial situation. Looking at 
how things are and where they could lead will 
support your decisions.

TIP OF THE WEEK
The last Full Moon of 2016 will occur on December 13th in Gemini. Mercury in Capricorn 

trailing Pluto by a few degrees and therefore sharing the apex point from Jupiter and Uranus in 
close opposition implies dynamic, ambitious action. Saturn in Sagittarius meanwhile indicates 
that ambition, gain and expansion are prompting people to be extra focused. This could also 
be understood as efforts to level the playing fi eld, especially in the marketplace, all in keeping 
with the   Positively, a good deal of creative innovation is underway. Given the existing and 
growing economic rift between ‘the haves and have nots’, this is a call to action for the ‘nots’ 
especially, which is actually in everyone’s best interest. The great irony is that it is this exact 
push that could well also contribute to global environmental issues. The results will likely be 
various and opposing factions pushing harder than ever. In other words, the objective may not 
strictly manifest as professional advancement or greater market leverage, but more rights, 
freedoms and liberties. The result could well include a polarization of collective values and 
objectives at a peak. With 2017 fast approaching, but not before Mercury turns retrograde 
and Mars enters Pisces and conjuncts Neptune and the Lunar South Node, the game board is 
more complex than ever. Negatively, such complexity is a recipe for confl ict. Positively, it is the 
provocation of creative genius. At the stroke of midnight on December 31, Jupiter and Uranus 
will be exactly in opposition at 20 degrees of Libra and Aries respectively and Pluto sits alone 
at the apex point. As many suspect, 2017 is going to prove very exciting indeed, and dramatic. 
Are you ready? This is where the insights afforded by astrology can help, measurably.

....................................................................................................

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE. As you like it through the ages

I don’t do Facebook, but if I did, 
I would definitely “like” “like.” The 
word, I mean. I consider “like” to be 
one of the doughty little Clydesdales 
of the English language.

I “like” you. I “like” pistachio gelato. 
I even “like” people “like” you and 
fl avours of gelato that are pistachio-
”like.”

Likewise it’s likely I can fi nd like-
able characteristics in things that are 
alike or bear a likeness which I can 
liken to other likelinesses — or the 
like.

Like is, like, versatile, man. It can go 
to work dressed as a verb, a noun, an 
adjective, an adverb, a preposition, 
a suffi x or a conjunction. The word 
has been soldering the English lan-
guage together ever since we swiped 
it from the Norman invaders back in 
the Middle Ages.

Right up until it was mortally 
wounded; fi rst by Winston and then 
by Maynard G. Krebs.

You remember Winston? You do if 
you were around a television set in 
the 1950s. Winston was a major TV 
star back then.

As in “Winston tastes good like a 
(RAP, RAP) cigarette should . . . .”

That was the kicker line to one of 
the most frequently heard (and mad-
dening) commercials that aired dur-
ing the early days of television adver-
tising. It sold a lot of cigarettes, and 
it had an incendiary effect on gram-
marians. The guardians of linguistic 
purity sniffed that the commercial 
should have said “...tastes good AS 
a cigarette should...” But Madison 
Avenue snickered. Nobody else really 
cared.

Then along came Maynard G. 
Krebs. He was a stereotypical beatnik 
character on a TV show called The 
Many Lives of Dobie Gillis. He had 
a goatee and talked in faux-hipster 
jargon which involved randomly lob-
bing the word “like” around (“I’m like, 
lost, man...”).

Maynard turned “like” into the 
equivalent of a linguistic burp. The 
word no longer needed to signify 

anything. It became an alternative 
to “um,” “er” and other verbal Band-
Aids like “basically,” “arguably” and 
“you know.”

Today, speakers (especially speak-
ers who are too lazy to articulate an 
actual thought) simply throw in a 
“like” whenever they run into a knot-
hole or a speedbump in their nar-
rative.

Which eventually leads to conver-
sations such as the one I overheard 
in a coffee shop yesterday. As I recall, 
it went:

“So I was, like, ‘Really?’ And he goes 
like, ‘Yeah, really.’ So I’m like, ‘OK, 
fi ne’. And he’s like, ‘Later, dude.’”

There may be an actual message 
entombed in that monologue but for 
me it got drowned in the backwash 
of “likes.”

But far be it for a Canadian to 
cast the fi rst stone when it comes to 
language fi llers. After all, we have a 
Prime Minister who slathers his pro-
nouncements with more “ahs” than a 
satyr in heat. (“This, ah, government 
is, ah, committed to, ah, ensure . . . .”)

Then too, Canadians are the cul-
prits who infected spoken English 
with the verbal tic “eh?”

Like, yer welcome, eh?

Decorators win 
honours 
People’s Choice still to be determined 

The village of Ganges is all aglow for the Christmas sea-
son, and merchants and institutions have once again gone 
all out with their decorating skills to give islanders a treat as 
they walk around the town. 

Winners of this year’s Driftwood Christmas Light-up 
Decorating Contest are as follows: 

Best overall: First place, Mouat’s Home Hardware for its 
mesmerizing village scene; second place, Ganges fi re hall.

Best use of lights: First place, PARC for Centennial Park 
trees; second, Ganges fi re hall. 

Most creative: First place, Salt Spring Gallery; second 
place, Love My Kitchen.  

The People’s Choice Award is still up for grabs, with votes 
taken until the end of Monday, Dec. 12. People can drop off 
the name of their choice, along with their own name, on a 
piece of paper at the Driftwood offi ce at 328 Lower Ganges 
Rd., or send an email to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

ALL IS BRIGHT: Michael and Annie Deas look at the magical 
winter village set up in Mouat’s Home Hardware window. People can 
vote for their favourite window or premises in the Driftwood’s decorat-
ing contest. 

WIT & WHIMSY

Arthur
Black
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

CLARK LITTLE
May 2, 1986 - Dec. 9, 2003

A Face In The Crowd 
I thought I saw you in the crowd 

They walked like you, their stance was proud

Their hair the same, their profi le too 
I really thought It could be you.

Then I remembered You were gone
My heart fell fl at as I walked on.

I see your face wherever I go
Guess I just thought that you should know.

Still hear your laugh and see your smile
Though you’ve been gone for quite a while.

I miss you more than words can say
Wish it had been you that I saw today.

=<

CALVIN WATT

Boathouse Restaurant
contents sold at auction!
Sat. Dec. 10th @ 10am
www.KwikAuctions.com

7305 Meadow Ave, Burnaby, BC 
Shipping & Storage Available

Featuring High-End Patio, Dining 
Room, Artwork & Decoration, 
Quest & Hobart Equipment, 
Capp. Machines,  ALSO -
Pizza Shop, Coffee Shop, 
BRAND NEW Equipment
& Smallwares Liquidation

FREE: Sears Couch/Hide-a-
bed, good shape, great for  
Holiday Guests  250 537-5046

Dun.Foam-Nov.

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and 
berry seedlings delivered. 
Order online at www.tree-
time.ca or call 1-866-873-
3846. New growth guaranteed.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Humboldt County Nevada. 80 
acre parcels only $ 200/acre! 
Great for investment, farm & 
recreational use.
Limited availability! Call Earl 
949-632-7066. 
wwwcheapruralproperty.com

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

Medical Condition? Get up to 
$40,000 from the Government of 
Canada. Do you or someone you 
know Have any of these 
Conditions? ADHD, Anxiety, Asth-
ma, Cancer, COPD, Depression, 
Diabetes, Diffi culty Walking, Fibro-
myalgia, Irritable Bowels, Over-
weight, Trouble Dressing...and 
Hundreds more. ALL Ages & Medi-
cal Conditions Qualify. CALL BRIT-
ISH COLUMBIA BENEFITS 
1-(800)-211-3550

DENIED Canada Pension 
Plan disability benefi ts? Under 
65 and want to apply for CPP 
disability benefi ts? Disability 
Claims Advocacy Clinic can 
help. Call 1-877-793-3222  
www.dcac.ca

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

PERSONAL SERVICES

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

MEDICAL HEALTH

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES 

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

PETS

PETS    REMEMBERED

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

AUCTIONS

Janitorial Services 
The BC Liquor Distribution Branch is seeking janitorial 
companies with commercial cleaning experience to bid 
on one or more of the 27 stores in the Vancouver Island 
Area. If you qualify go to: http://www.bcbid.gov.bc.ca 
and search under BC Liquor Distribution Branch for 
Janitorial Services in the Vancouver Island Area.

Bid Number: ITQ2016-12-16B

Closing date & time: December 16, 2016 before 2pm PST

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

FUEL/FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE 

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

Mid Isl.Storage

RENTALS

STORAGE

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CANCEL YOUR TIME-
SHARE. NO Risk Program 
STOP    Mortgage and Mainte-
nance   Payments Today. 
100%    Money Back Guaran-
tee. FREE Consultation. Call  
Us NOW. We Can Help! 1-
888-356-5248

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Do 
you or someone you know suffer 
from a disability? Get up to $40,000 
from the Canadian Government. 
Toll-free 1-888-511-2250 or
 www.canadabenefi t.ca/free-assessment

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have 
work-at-home positions available. 
Get online training you need from 
an employer-trusted program.  Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your work-
at-home career today!

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

TIMESHARE

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

RENTALSTRAVEL

“When someone you love 
becomes a memory the

memory becomes a treasure”

• 5.3L engine with Active 
Fuel Management and 
E85 fl ex fuel capability

• Leather 6-way power 
heated seats

• Back up sensors
• Adjustable brake and gas 

pedals
• Auto adjust windshield 

wipers
• Hard top tonneau cover

FULLY LOADED. Priced to sell. $11,900
Call 250-526-2626

• Lighted box with bed liner
• Trailer brake controller
• Tow hooks
• Fog lights
• Aluminum rims with tire 

pressure monitors
• Air-ride suspension
• Power folding mirrors
• Rear seat radio
• Factory remote start

2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ

VTRUCKS & ANS VTRUCKS & ANS

TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 18
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LET’S
CELEBRATE!

say
Happy Birthday...

Happy Anniversary...
Wedding 

Announcement...
New Baby

you name it, 
we can 

celebrate it!
$52.50

(DRIFTWOOD & EXTRA)

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM
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enjoy up to $100 off
any smartphone.*

Come by and say hi -
we’re excited to be
in the neighbourhood!

We’ve just
arrived.

DEALER LOGO AND 
ADDRESS GO HERE

(dotted line does not print)

342 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, 250-537-8371

Offer ends December 15, 2016

OUTDOORS 

Northeast B.C. in focus at trail and nature club event
Talk and Dec. 13 events 
close year’s activities for 
club

Presentation
Join Tim Burkhardt for his 

talk titled Keeping the Peace: 
Conservation Challenges and 

Opportunities in Magnificent 
Northeast B.C. at the Salt Spring 
Public Library at  7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 8. 

According to Global Forest 
Watch Canada, the Peace River 
Break is experiencing industri-
al-caused disturbances at rates 

that are greater than those 
found in Alberta’s oil sands 
region. Oil and gas develop-
ment, coal and LNG develop-
ment,  forestry,  mining and 
wind energy development, as 
well as the recently approved 
Site C hydro dam, act as bar-
r iers  to wildli fe  movement 
and threaten the integrity of 
the landscape. These barriers 
could create a pinch-point that 
effectively cuts the Yellowstone 
to Yukon region in two.

In partnership with Treaty 8 
First Nations, local communi-
ties and conservationists, Y2Y 
is leading efforts to restore the 
Peace River Break to a healthy 
habitat that supports wildlife 
movement.  Burkhart  is  the 
Peace River Break coordinator 
for the Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative. 

The event is co-sponsored by 
the Trail and Nature Club and 
the Salt Spring Island Conser-
vancy.

Christmas luncheon
Members are invited to enjoy 

our Christmas luncheon on 
Dec. 13 at Penny’s on the Green. 

The door opens at  11:30 
a.m. for drinks and socializing 
(cash only no host bar). Lunch 
will be served at noon. Enjoy 
a delicious lunch by Penny’s 
Pantry (chicken in herb wine 
sauce, gluten-free vegetarian 
quiche, roasted potatoes, veg-
gies, salad, buns, dessert, tea/
coffee).  

Hikers
Dec. 13: Join Sheryl Taylor-

Munro and the Walkers for a 
pre-lunch walk. Meet in the 
parking lot by the golf club at 
10 a.m. 

Walkers
Dec. 13: Join Sheryl Taylor-

Munro for a pre-lunch walk. 
Meet in the parking lot by the 
golf club at 10 a.m. 

Ramblers
Dec. 13: Meet at 10:30 a.m. 

at  Portlock Park for a walk 
around the track before the 
Christmas lunch.

Membership
I n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g 

u s ?  Co n t a c t  Ba r r y  Sp e n c e 
( m e m b e r s h i p )  a t  2 5 0 - 5 3 7 -
2332 or Linda Quiring (presi-
dent) at 250-537-5116, or come 
on Tuesdays to the meeting 
point for the activity you are 
interested in.

Participants need to bring 
a lunch and wear appropriate 
footwear and outdoor cloth-
ing.

More information can be 
found at our website at www.
saltspringtnc.ca.


