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INCORPORATION STUDY

Study group
requests
referendum

Market
farmers
deﬁned
Guideline changes
don’t please
everyone
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Incorporation study
committee wraps up
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Incorporation Study Committee members have concluded that islanders
should make the decision on whether to stick
with the status quo or become a municipality.
The committee wrapped up a gruelling
18-month process by formally disbanding at
the end of the Nov. 21 meeting, after determining it had fulfilled its terms of reference.
“I think we probably have the highest quality incorporation study report that’s ever been
produced in this province,” said committee
vice-chair Karen Wright. “I think it is our duty
to let the community make this decision.”
The committee’s mandate was specifically
to provide the community with enough information to compare the existing rural governance structure with a municipal model, and
to make a recommendation on whether to
hold a referendum. The committee did not
take sides on whether or not incorporation
should take place.
“It’s not a perfect report . . . I know there are
things that we wish we could articulate much
more definitively, but sometimes you can’t,”
said Drew Stotesbury, committee treasurer.
“And I think we’ve done a pretty good job
shining light on the ambiguity and putting
it into a context of a risk or opportunity or
uncertainty.”
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TREASURES: Marlee Moulton is happy with jewellery and CD purchases made Saturday at the
Giant Book Sale and Jewels for Literacy Sale at the Farmers’ Institute. For more photos from the Salt
Spring Literacy annual fundraiser, see the Driftwood’s Facebook page.

The Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation Commission has
accepted recommendations
from its Market Advisory
Group on a set of changes as
to how the Saturday Market in
the Park is governed.
Participants at Monday evening’s PARC meeting heard
that demand for vendor space
has outgrown the portion of
Centennial Park allotted for
commerce, causing some
vendors to attempt to get
around the rules on seniority and priority placement.
Capital Regional District staff
and the advisory group have
been working on updating the
guidelines over the course of
the past year to limit opportunities for advancing unfairly.
“I understand it might be
contentious to prevent or
minimize circumvention of
the rules . . . and naturally we
want to minimize the bureaucracy people have to deal
with,” PARC chair Jon Suk said
prior to the commission vote.
He added that allowing
too much discretion sent the
wrong message, however, and
doesn’t help staff who need
a reliable framework to work
with.
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Anna’s pick of the week!
Try Al’s gourment
Falafel Mix,
it’s
delicious!
www.greenssi.ca

packaging free, locally sourced
natural or organic
8am - 8pm • Monday to Friday
10am - 6pm • Weekends
#110-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9

BEDDIS
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GARAGE
Repairs to all
makes & models
181A BEDDIS ROAD

250-537-4122

friend us on
facebook!
and win prizes!
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TAXATION

Farm property tax status explained

I will help you design
your dream home

Dennis Maguire
Architect

Everyone welcome Nov. 30

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

Anyone who has ever wondered what
farm tax status means should come to a
meeting at the Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute
at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 30 to hear

website:

www.dmarchitect.ca

from the people who do the assessments.
Gerry Marolla and two colleagues from
BC Assessment will go over the current rules
and give examples of what islanders could
grow and sell to reach the financial threshold, based on property size. For those planning to start a farm, they will explain what is

required to be listed as an emerging farm.
They will also cover the effect incorporation
would have on farm taxes.
The event is sponsored by the Salt Spring
Poultry Club and will be of interest to those
who would like to farm, or to rent or lease
land to farmers and receive tax benefits.

INCORPORATION STUDY

Public weighs impact at final session

Christmas Wish List
S Filled Here!

Trust mandate and road
costs key concerns
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

HUGE SELECTION OF TOYS FOR ALL AGES!

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

We price
match in
stock items!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 250.537.5551
MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SUNDAYS & MOST HOLIDAYS 10 AM - 5PM

Home Owners helping Homeowners

TM

Emergency Support
Services: Take
Ownership of your
Emergency Resources
On Salt Spring Island there is 1 church,
3 schools and 3 halls designated as
Emergency Reception Centres.
These are our Community Resources,
and your opportunity to get involved.
Spend some time each month with your
local Emergency Support Services team;
have fun learning and training together

Call Neva Hohn, Emergency Support Services Director,
250-931-5550 or email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca

www.prepareyourself.ca
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The final opportunity for members of the public to look over Salt
Spring Incorporation Study Committee findings and ask questions
of the committee and its consultants attracted a crowd of 200
people to the Salt Spring Middle
School gym Sunday afternoon.
With a negligible increase to
taxes projected as long as service
levels stay the same, lingering
questions about the true financial
implications about taking over the
island’s road system from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and the impact of incorporation on the Islands Trust’s preserve and protect mandate dominated the question session.
Michael Wall earned a round
of applause and seemed to speak
for a number of people when he
suggested the main strength of
the Islands Trust system is that
land-use decisions are separated
from government decisions about
whether to fund services through
taxes.
Urban Systems consultant
James Klukas had stated in his presentation that land-use decisions
would continue to be governed
by Salt Spring’s official community plan and would have to be
approved by the Islands Trust’s
Executive Committee.
“So there’s no real reason to suggest levels of development would
change as a result of incorporation,” he said.
Wall asked why Klukas hadn’t
included the information that a
municipality could appeal Islands
Trust decisions on land use with
the province.
“If you have an extreme rightwing government like the BC Liberals, they’d be more likely to side
with the municipality over development,” Wall argued.
Damian Inwood suggested the
legal costs of incorporation could
be high, both related to road disputes and to challenges to Salt
Spring municipal council decisions.
Doug Wahlsten asked whether
Salt Spring would have to elect a
mayor and six councillors “at large”
or whether council seats could
represent geographical constituencies in order to prevent any one
group taking control of the agenda. Ministry representative Linda
Galeazzi confirmed that system
has been initiated in Lake Country,

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

A crowd looks over incorporation study boards while others wait for the
final presentation by consultants at the Salt Spring Middle School gym
Sunday afternoon.
where the mayor and two seats are
elected at large and four seats represent specific neighbour communities. She said the ministry would
be responsive if there was a lot of
community support for a similar
idea on Salt Spring.
The ultimate answer from Klukas and other speakers about
sustaining the Trust’s impact
is in the OCP, the Islands Trust
structure and future elected officials, who would all play a part
in ensuring development doesn’t
over-run the island. Under
incorporation, voters would
directly select two candidates
who would double as municipal
councillors and as Salt Spring’s
representatives to Islands Trust
Council.
Lisa Gordon, director of Trust
Area Services for the Islands
Trust, said islanders would be
responsible for choosing representatives that respect the preserve and protect ideal.
“It’s the democratic process
that will keep refreshing that
mandate and it’s up to you to
hold the fire to the people you
vote for,” Gordon said.

Road infrastructure
issues raised
The costs of taking over Salt
Spring’s road maintenance from
the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure formed another major theme during question
period. In response to a question
by resident Dan Logan, Galeazzi
said the government would not
renegotiate the restructuring
assistance offer of nearly $20 million, even if shortfalls were discovered after the fact.
The committee’s final report
bases the local tax requisition
against services currently offered.
Under this model, Salt Spring

would realize some savings, since
the province taxes the island at a
higher rate than it pays back into
maintenance and capital projects.
However, potential risks associated with incorporation noted
in the report suggest additional infrastructure projects could
potentially result in tax increases
of anywhere from $65 to $207 a
year for the average homeowner,
if all road-upgrade projects identified were undertaken and funded
solely though the tax requisition.
Klukas noted road costs could be
defrayed by grants, borrowing and
reserve funds.
Brenda Guiled said that MoTI’s
hidden engineering costs have
not been factored into the report.
She also asked how many potential legal disputes like the Beddis
Road situation exist, with public
roads travelling over private property.
MoTI’s regional manager Ryan
Evanoff is currently looking into
the issue and said he hopes to provide information soon.

No going back
Salt Spring was incorporated
as a municipality once before
in 1873 and then dissolved its
letters patent 10 years later. In
response to a question from Jean
Wilkinson, Galeazzi confirmed
there is still language in the Local
Government Act that allows for
un-incorporation, but it is antiquated and she’s not aware of it
ever having being used in modern times.
Galeazzi said the biggest obstacle to reversing incorporation
would likely be the assets and
debts related to former bodies
such as improvement districts,
because those bodies would have
to agree to re-establish and take
back debts from the municipality.
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Heads up!

SS Transportation Commission Meeting:
Monday, NOVEMBER 28
Portlock Park Portable. 4:30 p.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Small business mentorship program forges ahead
Inter-island passenger
travel explored
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Community Economic Development Commission
is going full steam ahead on a program that will extend training and
resources to local entrepreneurs, with
plans coming together on how to formulate applications, curriculum and
recruiting.
Holly MacDonald, one of the main
architects of the program along with
Francine Carlin and Darryl Martin,
reported at Thursday’s commission
meeting that she had met with the
executive director of Small Business
BC in Vancouver around possibly
providing training content.
The program is being funded by a
$72,080 Rural Accelerator grant and
will roll out over the course of three
four-month terms in 2017. MacDonald said training courses could be
delivered through a combination of
Small Business BC webinars on basic
topics, and sessions that are customized or created to have more local
relevance.
The aim in building entrepreneurship on the island is to grow and
enhance economic contributions,
with the added benefit of increasing
much-needed sustainable employment.
“What we’re looking at with the
Rural Accelerator is the notion that a
rising tide lifts all ships,” MacDonald
said.

The economic development
commission will additionally aid
people who are trying to navigate
business possibilities and challenges
through the creation of a new website. Contractor Deirdre Rowland of
C-Me Communications and website
designer Darcy Graham presented
preliminary results to commissioners Thursday night to enthusiastic
response.
“I think it’s excellent. I’m overwhelmed by the professionalism of
what you two have done,” said Curt
Firestone.
The website will go by the catchy
brand Opportunity Salt Spring and is
being designed with two main audiences in mind. The first is people who
live on Salt Spring and run small businesses and may want help enhancing
them. The second is creative types
who can run businesses remotely
from any location and want to live
somewhere with a better lifestyle
than the city, with the aim of attracting those people to Salt Spring.
The website will have masses of
information, but access to it is being
streamlined in a sophisticated way,
MacDonald said.
The opportunitysaltspring.ca site
will hopefully launch in January.

Inter-island initiatives gain
momentum
Commissioners at Thursday’s
meeting also discussed positive
movement on the Experience the
Gulf Islands initiative, including a
roundtable with Salt Spring stake-

don’t contribute to parking and traffic problems, and enhance employment opportunities within the
archipelago,” Martin said.
Topics included routing, fares,
boat size and whether to run the
service on a public, private or combined model. Two main routes are
being considered: one that connects
Ganges Harbour, Sturdies Bay on
Galiano and Miners Bay on Mayne,
and another that links Mayne, Pender and Saturna islands.
Martin said connection between
Salt Spring and Penelakut islands is
also likely.

Water plan for Drake Road
housing project
photo by elizabeth nolan

The Galiano Island Saturday Market enjoys a busy day during Tour des Iles
2016, an event that connected the Gulf Islands through passenger boat
travel and CRD docks
holders from various sectors serving
tourists, which was held the previous evening and organized by Carlin.
Martin and Firestone reported
further positive news from a meeting they attended earlier that day
on establishing passenger ferry service between the Gulf Islands. Organized by CRD staff, the Inter-Island
Passenger-only Ferry Charrette
was conducted by a team from the
Seattle office of KPFF Engineering
and led by Mike Anderson, a former
CEO of Washington State Ferries.
Stakeholder representatives from
the five major Gulf Islands partici-

pated, as well as representatives
from Sidney and Penelakut Island.
The charrette also included the two
CRD directors for Salt Spring and the
Southern Gulf Islands, members of
the economic development commissions, chambers of commerce
and Islands Trust for both areas,
MLA Gary Holman, BC Ferries, First
Nations, Parks Canada and five local
water taxi services.
“The stakeholder group was
enthusiastic about moving the concept forward because it could build
stronger community and cultural
connections, encourage more visits
from pedestrians and cyclists, who

CRD director Wayne McIntyre
reported new results for the Drake
Road affordable housing project,
which has been stalled since the
North Salt Spring Waterworks District announced a moratorium on
new service connections in 2014.
McIntyre said the steering committee had met with CRD Housing staff to push for some concrete
movement in order to take advantage of new funding opportunities
while they’re still available. The
director has committed to a sitespecific water study using the Community Works Fund (gas tax money.)
CRD staff will also look for ideas
in the model used on Sidney Island,
where a community of 125 homes
supplies all its own water with two
wells and a catchment system,
McIntyre said.

ISLAND HISTORY

Bay Ridge strata dashes hopes for Monk house reprieve
Farm house to be
destroyed by
mid-December
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The champion of a heritage house located in Salt
Spring’s south end is disappointed to learn the owners of the property will not
agree to a plan to relocate
the building.
Brenda Guiled has

worked to save the old
110-year-old Monk farmhouse on Bay Ridge Place
since she first learned it
was slated to become a Salt
Spring Fire-Rescue practice
burn site in February. Since
then she worked out a deal
with BC Parks to accept the
building as an interpretive
centre at Ruckle Park, and
had lined up a Duncanbased moving company to
accomplish the relocation.
Gu i l e d w a s i n s p i re d
a l o n g t h e w a y t o c re -

ate the Friends of Ruckle
Park Heritage group and
to wr ite a book called
Ruckles’ World: A History
of South-East Salt Spring.
She was therefore devastated to receive news the
strata council had decided
against moving the farmhouse due to liability
concerns. Guiled believes
a proposed solution that
had the moving company
agree to temporarily buy
the house should have
allayed any such concerns.

According to the letter
Guiled received from the
strata, a majority who voted
believe the proposal exposes the strata “to unacceptable risk as submitted.”
“The recent 12th-hour
suggested amendment to
the proposal, to have the
Belton Brothers Moving to
take temporary ownership
of the farm building during
the move period, is worthy
of consideration but it raises new issues as it attempts
to resolve others,” the let-

ter states. “The suggested
amendment can only be
properly evaluated or voted
on within a new or revised
overall proposal, providing details. We do not have
that. The time we allotted
to explore this proposal has
expired, from both our perspectives.
“Ac c o rd i n g l y I m u s t
advise you that it is our strata’s intent to demolish the
farm building in the near
future.”
“I was told in early Octo-

ber that we had eight weeks
to get everything in order
and to answer the strata’s
every concern, which we
have done and as promptly
as lawyers work,” Guiled
said.
“The house-mover
booked the date for midDecember, and every detail
and risk-removal from the
strata would certainly have
been covered by now, had
there been any collective
will from their side to see
the move through.”
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TRANSPORTATION

Alternate solutions considered for Morningside woes
Officials take Fulford
walk-about
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
has taken community opposition into account and is
backing away from an extensive ban on Morningside
Road parking.
Saanich North and the
Islands MLA Gary Holman
was present at the Salt Spring
Ferry Advisory Committee
meeting where the idea was
first proposed. He was one of
several officials who walked
the Fulford village area with

MoTI area manager Tina
Rogers on Nov. 9 at the invitation of FAC chair Harold
Swierenga in order to look at
the situation more closely.
Participants on the walk
also included CRD Salt
Spring manager Karla Campbell and members of the Salt
Spring Transportation Commission.
“We had a very good discussion. The new manager is
very good to work with,” said
SSITC chair Robin Williams.
“We all acknowledged that it’s
a problem. We’re getting to
the point that people are taking it into their own hands,
which is never helpful.”
MoTI’s initial proposition
was to close parking after the

first 200 metres of Morningside and along the rest of its
length, except at the final cul
de sac, to ensure residents
stopped putting their own
parking barriers in place
and that emergency vehicles
could get through.

“The new manager
is very good to work
with.”
ROBIN WILLIAMS
Chair, SSI Transportation
Commission
“We walked to the very
end of Morningside, and

everyone concluded that’s
not really going to work. It’s
a long hike and it’s a narrow winding road. It’s not
without its pedestrian safety
risks, either,” Holman commented, adding the safety
issue posed by parked cars
does need to be addressed.
“But let’s address it with a
no net loss to parking,” Holman said. “If you knock out
Morningside, it’s going to be
difficult to displace all that
parking.”
MoTi is now considering removing parking from
select areas along Morningside, rather than the entire
800-metre stretch first proposed. Enforcing MoTI’s
72-hour maximum parking

rule on its roads could also
be an option, either with help
from the RCMP or through
the transportation commission’s parking provisions.
The commission has previously discussed the feasibility of establishing a parking
authority, and has budgetted
funds towards a new parking study in 2017. Formalizing a park-and-ride situation through a lease with the
owners of the Fulford Inn site
is another proposition.
Williams said he feels a
longer-term solution should
be integrated with BC Ferries’ terminal upgrade plans,
which are now tentatively
scheduled for 2020. Conversations now on the table also

Trustee calls for civil discussion process
REFERENDUM
continued from 1
While all members agreed
t h e c o m m i t t e e h a d w o rk e d
diligently to provide as much
information as possible on the
potential impacts, two members abstained from the vote on
whether to recommend a referendum because they did not
feel the study fully achieved its
goals, particularly in relation
to the road condition assessment.
“ We’re grossly under-estimating the cost to have these
roads maintained in perpetuity,” said Greg Clayton, adding
important geotechnical information was not included in the
report.
“I don’t want to publicly say
that I think we’ve done everything, because we’ve just done
our best,” he said.
Kelly Hyslop also abstained,
listing several concerns. One
reason was the study compared

only two systems, as outlined
in the committee’s terms of
reference, while the other two
related to the roads assessment, which he said should
have included variables pertaining to road safety and geophysics.

Next steps
With its recommendation
sent off to the Ministry of Community, Spor t and Cultural
Development by its chair, Mark
Aston, and the committee officially disbanded, Salt Spring’s
three elected officials — Local
Tr u s t Co m m i t t e e m e m b e r s
George Grams and Peter Grove,
and Capital Regional District
director Wayne McIntyre — will
now take responsibility for any
further correspondence related
to the matter.
The committee’s Facebook
page is being closed to comments and nothing new will
be added to the website. Any
new information that arrives

will be posted on a new website
at www.latest.ssiincorporationstudy.com.
If the ministry orders a referendum, the elected officials will
ask for its support in order to
hold a series of public debates
or panel discussions, which
they intend to have moderated
by an experienced and objective outside source.
George Grams, one of Salt
Spring’s two Trust representatives, said he does not want to
see a repeat of the vitriol and
personal attacks that he felt
characterized the last round of
incorporation debates in 2002.
“I hope the debates will look at
some of the issues the committee was not allowed to explore,”
Grams said. “Some of those are
subjective: How could the culture of the islands be amended,
for example. Could it affect the
level of volunteerism?”
“The debates will be public, clearly, so that any allegations or refutations about the
process on either side of the

two options we’re allowed will
at least offer the opportunity
for rebuttal and counter-argument,” he added. “And I think
that should be healthy.”
Question period during Monday’s meeting included a query
about how a new municipality’s letters patent would be
drawn up. Linda Galeazzi, a
senior analyst and liaison for
the Ministr y of Community,
Sport and Cultural Development, explained the 1996 protocol permitting incorporation of
communities within the Islands
Trust states the Trust’s CAO
and chair can read the draft.
She added the island’s elected
officials will most likely also be
able to review the draft document, but it will not be available to the public.
Final updates to the Salt
Spr ing Incorporation Study
Committee Report and a list of
edits can be found at www.ssiincorporationstudy.com. The
website will be available for
viewing for the next year.

include widening the shoulders on Beaver Point and
South Ridge roads to encourage more parking there, and
the possibility of adding
pedestrian pathways.
“That’s exactly the kind of
thing SSITC and Island Pathways are doing in partnership all over the island,” Holman said.
Holman said having the
different government bodies and stakeholders come
together is the best chance of
ultimately finding a solution.
“I think the tools are there.
It’s just with our fragmented
governance structure, it
takes a little more cooperation between agencies,”
he said.

M

Fraser’s

THIMBLE FARMS
Fall is a great time
to plant!
We have a fantastic
selection of Japanese
Maples, Potted Fruit Trees,
Large Rhododendrons,
Leylandii Cypress,
Portuguese Laurels and a
huge selection of bulbs
for spring colour.
175 ARBUTUS ROAD

250-537-5788
www.thimblefarms.com
Tuesday - Saturday, 9-4:30 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

CHARITY

Santa’s Workshop gets running
Hamper application deadline
is Dec. 2
With December just around the corner,
Santa’s Workshop is ramping up activities to
help Salt Spring families in need at Christmas time.
Santa’s Workshop is a volunteer group that
receives requests from families and tries to
fill them with the help of generous islanders.
“The Salt Spring Toy Run motorcycle
group has once again given us large cash
and in-kind donations, which is the cornerstone of our funding,” said Santa’s Workshop
“head elf” Wendy Eggertson. “However, we
call on other Salt Springers to help us in this
endeavour by donating gently used or new
unwrapped gifts to our collection boxes
located at Pharmasave Uptown, Country
Grocer, West of the Moon and Mouat’s or the

CIBC Angel Tree before Dec. 11.”
Gifts will be distributed with the food
hampers through Salt Spring Community
Services the weekend before Christmas.
Families needing a Christmas hamper can
pick up application forms for Santa’s Workshop at the Community Services building at
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Deadline for receipt
of the applications is Dec. 2. Late applications will not be accepted.
Eggertson notes that the program is especially in need of gift certificates, personal
hygiene items, books and art supplies for the
large teenage contingent.
No further stuffed animals are needed
this year.
People can contact Eggertson at 250-5372658 or Salt Spring Community Services at
250-537-9971 for more information.
Eggertson is also the person to contact
to offer help with the program.

A MAN’S BEST FRI
VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUBARU DEALER FOR MORE SAVINGS. JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM
†Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. *Pricing applies to a 2017 Forester 4dr Wgn 2.5i MT (HJ1X0) with MSRP of $28,190 including Freight & PDI
($1,675), Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25) and Air Conditioning Fee ($100). Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Dealers may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Model shown is a 2017 Forester
4-dr Wgn 2.0XT Limited AT w/ Tech (HJ2LXE) with MSRP of $39,495. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. **0.5% lease/ nance
rates available on all new 2017 Forester models for a 24-month term. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. ‡$500 Cash incentive is available on all new 2017 Forester models.
Cannot be combined with Subaru Canada supported lease/ nance rates or lease payment offers. **/‡Offers valid until October 31st, 2016. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.western.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

“Drop in today, the coffee is always on”

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC
(250) 474-2211
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “I don’t want to publicly say that I think

we’ve done everything, because we’ve just done our best.”

GREG CLAYTON, SSI INCORPORATION STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBER

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: What
was your best
Giant Book Sale
find?

Maggie Allison

Stanley Shapiro

Jean Wilkinson

Susan Cox

Joi Freed-Garrod

A hardcover edition of Audrey
Thomas’ Coming Down from
Wa.

Canadian History for Dummies.

An Anne Cameron novel,
Eden Robinson’s Monkey
Beach and some books en
francais to give to my kids.

Christmas Bear, a children’s
book by Nathaële Vogel, to
add to the collection of books
I read to my grandchildren.

A piece of jewellery in the
Jewels for Literacy Sale from
an Israeli designer I knew.

Letters to the editor
Finding hope
after U.S.
election
I saw, in faces of kids at
school, and others, this
deep sadness, fear too, at
the results of the U.S. election.
Then I read what a young
person I know wrote on
Facebook:
“When I learned [Trump]
had won the election, I felt
sick and scared, then completely perplexed at the
sheer number of people
who cast their vote for him.
How can so many people
see hope for the future in
someone who does and
says so many horr ible
things?
“It is so easy to dismiss
those who do not share our
views as crazy and hateful
and all sorts of other nega-

tive things, but that way of
thinking will only perpetuate the hatred and division we all face after this
election. This [Cracked.
com article by David Wong,
t i t l e d Si x Re a s o n s f o r
Trump’s Rise that no one
Talks About] helped me to
see how Trump could make
some feel hopeful for the
future.
“The last thing I want now
is to feel hatred towards
another group of people. I
choose to understand, to
empathize as best as I can.
“I hope we can come to
see that we are all looking
to make the world a better place, through different
approaches mind you, and
that fixing corrupt systems
isn’t just one man’s job, but
all our jobs every day.”
One Trump supporter
responded: “Well said,” and
my tears that had been waiting to come out were let loose.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

If this election helps us
break through the divides
that alienate us from each
other, that will be a wonderful thing.
I see that people are wearing safety pins to show their
commitment to stand up to
hate, violence and all the
“isms,” to help everyone in
their world feel safe. Seems
like a great idea to me.
Jan Slakov,
S a lt S p r i n g

Appreciate
firefighters
I’d like to thank Jamie
Holmes, assistant fire chief,
and Dave Enfield, retired
fire chief (1999-2009) for
their excellent and articulate letters, “Firefighting
facts clash with fiction”
(Nov. 9 Driftwood) and
“Time for reason in fire
debate” (Nov. 16), respectively.

Maybe Norbert Schlenker, in resigning as fire
trustee, thought his trump
card would be his financial bravado about “inside
knowledge” and his call to
dissolve our fire district.
Un d e r l y i n g a n t i - u n i o n
views have been driving
much of this derision.
What in fact has all this
conflict cost us in terms of
years of unexpected midterm resignations of disgruntled fire trustees, their
removal of fire chief Tom
Bremner, the stalled policies and so on.
We n e e d a n e w f i re
board that’s mandate is to
build bridges, bring trust,
respect, integrity, enthusiasm, moral and fiscal
vision and mindful decision-making for the better
health of our community.
And until then, drop in to
the fire station and let our
firefighters know you do

support their job and their
union, as “demonizing
rhetoric is unhealthy for
the morale of your public
safety professionals.”
And life is short.
Mona Fertig,
Ganges

B.C. students
lost out
Regarding the BCTF winning the Supreme Court of
Canada battle this month
over class size and composition, I wish to applaud all
teachers for their actions
to restore services to their
2002 levels when the B.C.
government stripped you
of your rights to have a say
in this matter.
Your fight was justified
and you fought hard over
the last 14 years to provide
adequate staffing in the
classrooms and for children with special needs.

Our children are the
foundation of our society and deserve the best
education possible. Thank
you for being their advocate and for your sacrifices
along this journey.
I am only sorry, as many
of you would be as well,
for those students who
may have fallen through
the cracks during this long,
arduous process. What
cost to society will those
children present in future
years? What were the costs
of the legal battles over the
past 14 years? It does not
make sense.
More importantly, these
children had a right to a
good education and they
were failed by our present
government.
Susan Stoffelsma,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Fields: let’s make the most of spaces we have
By SEAN NORGARD
There is a lot that could be said about
the recent ALC decision to reject an
application by our local government
to rezone some unused land for youth
sports fields, but I won’t go there other
than to say that families and youth
sports advocates on Salt Spring aren’t
surprised.
Perhaps, though, this is a good opportunity to broaden the discussion around
Salt Spring Island’s recreational fields.
As a parent who has raised his kids
on this island for the last 10 years, and
has been heavily involved at the volunteer level as a youth soccer coach, board
member of the local soccer club, player and Salt Spring Centre School board
member, I would like to share a few personal thoughts and pose a few questions.
First some background:
• Salt Spring Island is blessed with
some of the finest grass soccer fields
in the whole region, which are often
admired with envy by many visiting soccer clubs. I’m talking about Portlock Park
and the lower GISS field. We also have
numerous other usable fields of secondary quality, including the SIMS, Fern-

wood, Salt Spring elementary and Fulford school fields.
• The last two summers,
our best fields have withered
and died under the new summer water
restrictions regime, and we’ve spent thousands of dollars re-seeding them in the
fall. In the case of the high school fields,
they only saw some limited use in the
late winter and spring months before the
cycle of death started again.
• In the dark winter months, most of our
school fields become mud pits that are
closed to use, forcing students and soccer
players into limited indoor gym spaces.
Now some opinions:
• Re-seeding every fall is not a good
long-term strategy to manage these
fields, especially in light of the fact that
the most active period of field use is in
the fall.
• I feel that the school fields are currently underutilized public recreational
spaces, and I would like to see them
developed in conjunction with PARC
and the local sports organizations to
better serve the whole community. This
could include more public use/access
and pooling of financial and physical

resources between the two
groups. Just because they fall
under different government
jurisdictions, that should be
no excuse for inefficient use of taxpayer
dollars.
• Salt Spring needs a full-size public
baseball park. The fact that a rural island
like ours has been trying and failing to
find a place to put one for 20 years is
pretty disgraceful.
Now some questions:
• Instead of buying and rezoning a new
property, why can’t we put a full-size
baseball park at the Fernwood school
fields? It’s plenty large enough, it’s
already a playing field, and PARC seems
to have money ready to invest in such a
project.
• If w a t e r i s o u r m o s t p re c i o u s
resource, why are we continually pumping out relatively clean water from the
Ganges sewage treatment plant into the
ocean? Would it be possible to recycle
some of that water to keep our school
fields alive in the summer?
• Would it be possible for the CRD/
PARC and the school district to work
together on some sort of joint-use agree-

INDEPTH

ment to develop an all-weather turf playing surface with lights in the heart of our
school district, where both students and
youth sports players could benefit by having an outdoor pitch they could practice
and play on outside all year round? We
are one of the only communities in the
whole region that does not have a facility
like this.
• Lastly, do any of the special interest
groups who opposed the Brinkworthy ball
fields have any idea at all how beneficial
extracurricular sporting activities can be
to children’s social, emotional and physical development? Do any of these groups
even care about these young people who
they are supposed to pass their torch to in
the future?
Money can’t be raised for a project until
there is agreement on a plan. I hope these
questions can generate some new discussion and help us make the best use of the
public recreational properties we already
have. It’s not like we’re getting any new
spaces.
The writer is a Salt Spring parent and is
highly involved in soccer activities on the
island.

OPINION
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The barbarians are comfy inside the gate
We sit by and watch the
barbarian. We tolerate him
in the long stretches of peace,
we are not afraid. We are
tickled by his irreverence; his
comic inversion of our old
certitudes and our fixed creed
refreshes us; we laugh. But
as we laugh we are watched
by large and awful faces
from beyond, and on these
faces there are no smiles.” —
Hilaire Belloc
I know I need to get out
more, but the fact is in the
hellish two-year-long buildup to the Nov. 8 U.S. election, I personally encountered only one person who
openly supported Donald
Trump — and even he was
apologetic about it.
What do I know? Someone I assumed to be the

Arthur
Black

WIT & WHIMSY
most loathed creature on
the continent has been
voted into the most powerful office in the world.
Make no mistake: we are
living through a seminal
moment of our brief passage here on earth. The
U.S. election of 2016 is one
of the most critical flashpoints of our lives. This is
the Nine-Eleven of Democracy in America. Voters in
a country that likes to call
itself the greatest in the

MORE LETTERS
continued from 8

Ticks wanted
Another tick season on Salt Spring
has now begun. Unlike eastern Canada and the U.S., the high season
here for encountering ticks spans
the autumn through the spring. I
would like any ticks that you may
have come across. Here’s why:
I spent my academic career at the
University of Alberta, my research
concentrating on the physiology of
ticks. When I retired here in 2012, Dr.
Justene Tedder most kindly offered
me space at the Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic to set up a laboratory so
that I could continue my research
on the mechanical properties of the
tick’s cuticle (its outer “skin”).
The predominant species of
tick found locally on Salt Spring is
capable of transmitting Lyme disease. Over the past four years, I have
received many more ticks from Salt
Springers than I am able to use for
my research. However, a colleague
at the U of A is conducting research
on the Lyme disease bacterium and
other tick-borne nasties! So most of
the ticks that I’m given here are forwarded to her for further analysis.
I can use ticks at any stage of feed-

world have opted for the
politics of fear, hate, greed,
dishonesty, racism, misogyny and bullying.
All the values we want
our kids to embrace.
One image keeps rolling
through my brain. It’s in an
e-mail I got from France
that shows a close-up of
the head of the Statue of
Liberty. She has her face in
her hands, weeping.
“Give me your tired,”
the statue’s famous poem
reads,
“your poor,
Your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free
The wretched refuse of
your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me
I lift my lamp behind the
golden door!”

ing, so if you notice ticks on your
pet or domestic animal, would you
please contact me for further information? Email rkaufman@ualberta.
ca.
REUBEN KAUFMAN,
S A LT S P R I N G

Happy ending
This is a rose for Island Wildlife
Rescue. A very small bird smacked
into our big window, and looked all
but dying, with a broken wing.
One among us said: “Wring its
neck and put it out of its misery, Ross!
It’s going to die anyway of a broken
wing!”
Being the soft, caring, empathetic
person that I am, and a wildlife lover,
I gently cocooned it in muslin and
delivered it to the wildlife sanctuary.
They called later. I was expecting
them to say, “Poor little sod expired,”
but no! They did their bit, and
returned it in a netted basket. The
bird took one look at me and couldn’t
fly away fast enough!
So much for gratitude! It cost me
$20 (by unsolicited donation, hinthint). I’ll wring its bloody neck next
time!
Seriously, these guys do a great job
and deserve our support.
In your Christmas charitable
plans, please donate to these kind

The statue was a gift
from the French people
back in 1886.
The French people are
asking America to send her
back.
Some of us are beginning
to adjust to the new reality.
I overheard someone say
that the president-elect was
“gracious” in his acceptance
speech.
Gracious? No, he was not
being gracious. The man
was, as always, spewing
shit. Trump lies as effortlessly as he breathes. This
spectacularly repulsive,
sexually predacious, contract-stiffing, four-timesbankrupt, bragging, sneering troll who has never
served as so much as a dogcatcher in public office is
about to pocket the keys to

folks. I sense they are a shoe-string
budget operation, assisted (necessarily) by volunteer helpers.
I’d stand and rattle a collection can
anytime on their behalf.
A happy ending!
ROSS KING,
BEDDIS ROAD

SSIF grant
appreciated
On behalf of the Gulf Islands
Marine Rescue Society, and all the
marine search and rescue volunteers
of Vesuvius-based RCMSAR Station
25, I’d like to thank the Salt Spring
Foundation for their tremendous
support.
We’re installing a new wireless
helmet communications system in
our fast rescue vessel The Amarah
Gabriel and this has been made possible through a grant from the Salt
Spring Foundation.
Our gratitude for this grant also
extends to the members of the community who have endowed the
foundation with funds to put to use
locally.
RCMSAR Station 25 has had an
influx of new members, while two
others are soon to embark on the
prestigious Rigid Hull Inflatable
Operator Training in Bamfield. We

RANTS and Roses
Roses

A bouquet of appreciation to Mid Island Co-op for
their generous community grant of $5,000 towards the
construction of the new Salt Spring squash club, opening in December!
Exploding chrysanthemums for local members of
the Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue, the
Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island, Country Grocer, the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce and the Salt
Spring Island Fire Protection District. Without volunteer work and donations by those agencies, we could
not have hosted the Halloween fireworks display. With
kind regards from your friends among the Salt Spring
Island Fire Fighters’ Association.
A bouquet of yellow roses for the Community Gospel Chapel for opening your doors again for the recent
flu clinic. Your accommodation and generous hospi-

tality was heartwarming from the start to the closing of
the clinic for our community, the nursing staff, emergency response team and volunteers. With grateful
thanks, the Salt Spring Island Health Unit.
A beautiful rose to each of our wonderful volunteers:
Rita, Kathy, Wendy and Dawn at the Salt Spring flu
clinic. Thank you so much for all the time and work
and we won’t forget to the smiles too. You are all greatly
appreciated for your Salt Spring spirit of helping.

the Oval Office. A narcissistic man-child with the
temperament of an eightyear-old is going to assume
the biggest, most demanding job in the world.
C i v i l i z a t i o n s d ow n
through history have faced
violent game changers
before. The party-crashers were variously called
Visigoths, Mongols, Vandals
and Huns. Historically, the
barbarians showed up as
mobs led by fearsome chieftains — scruffy, scarred,
armor-clad merciless brutes
astride warhorses.
Barbarians at the gate.
This time their leader wears
a silk suit, a fake tan and a
crummy hairpiece. And he
didn’t even have to knock.
He’s been inside the gates
all along.

also recently constructed and
opened another Kids Don’t Float
PFD loaner station — this time in
Montague Harbour — in addition
to the ones we have at Centennial
and Kanaka docks.
Our junior program starts up in
the New Year. Before you start boating again next spring, feel free to ask
us for a courtesy safety check.
BRAD GRINDLER,
GIMRS,
R C M S A R S TAT I O N 25

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
Largest array of unique
and affordable
Christmas gifts,
for the foodie who
has everything!

Y

140 Fulford-Ganges Road • 250.537.5882

The Sounds of Life.
What precious sounds did you miss today?
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Robert Birch, thank you for that ticket last Wednesday. Very gracious! Very stylin’! David
A bouquet of red roses to Elizabeth from the Salt
Spring Emergency Program, and Mitchell, Warren
and Chantelle from Salt Spring Fire-Rescue, who
were kind enough to join us at the flu clinic. Your
contribution was greatly appreciated.
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Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
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Here comes the
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BRIDE
GULF ISLANDS
WEDDING PLANNER
• Tips for a ﬂawless
celebration
• Local venues,
services and
everything needed
for the special day

Local acts reflect on
special events
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Musical taste is deeply personal and
extremely individualized, but weddings
by their nature are celebrations involving
multiple generations and social connections. It can be tough getting the combination right when the variables include
honouring the joys of commitment and
romantic love, getting people up off their
chairs and onto the dance floor, and not
playing a song the bride hates.
Salt Spring-based singer-songwriter Lisa
Maxx has played a variety of corporate
functions and international festivals (she
played five shows in Iceland this year) as
well as both intimate and larger local gigs.
One of her favourite memories playing
weddings came from a bridal dinner party
held on Salt Spring the night before the
ceremony.

Music choice
brings personal
touch to
wedding parties
“They had a big tent set up and it was in
the garden and it was absolutely pouring
rain,” Maxx recalled. “It was one of those
moments when it was like, ‘Oh, really?’”
Maxx started the evening playing Blue
Moon, locking eyes with an older gentleman at the front of the crowd who sang
all the lyrics along with her. She found out
later he was the bride’s grandfather.
As the evening progressed she turned
up the tempo and successfully lured the
depressed-by-the-weather bride-to-be and
her friends onto the dance floor, and soon
they were singing along too. Even though
the rain continued to fall, Maxx shifted the
mood away from the blues for good when
she convinced the bridal party to get up on
stage and take the mic for a Motown hit.
“The mother of the bride phoned me
the following week and said, ‘You turned it
around for us. With your music and inclusiveness, you brought the light. You made it
fun and beautiful and we didn’t care it was
raining anymore,’” Maxx said.
Leon Joseph, a founding member of
golden oldies band Happy Daze, has played

many weddings and other special events
over the years.
“One of the things that’s always
impressed me about music is how one
choice of song can make the wedding,”
Joseph said. “It’s not so much how you
sound, it’s what you play.”
A top experience for the musician was a
huge wedding with around 500 guests in
Vancouver, where the bridal party worked
with the band to choreograph dance routines to several songs. These included numbers from Grease and hula songs from Blue
Hawaii. The routines inspired everybody to
get up and dance, from all generations.
“People love that when there’s something
they can relate to, whether it’s a scene from
a movie or a song from the past, or even a
childhood memory,” Joseph said.
He added that with Happy Daze, encouraging audience participation has been a
recipe for success.
Doing research well ahead of time is
a must. Joseph’s funniest event memory
involves a couple who wanted to have their
first dance to a Hawaiian wedding waltz.

He picked up the CD just before the gig and
didn’t give it a listen. When he played the
track, it turned out to be a different traditional Hawaiian wedding song: instead of
a romantic waltz it featured some 20 male
voices grunting and drumming. The guests
were laughing so hard the couple couldn’t
finish the dance.
Like Maxx, Dave Vollrath has a favourite
memory that centres around a Salt Spring
garden tent, playing Neil Young’s Harvest
Moon live with a couple of other musicians for a friend’s wedding this summer.
As someone who also provides DJ services
for weddings and other events through Living Water Media, his digital library proves
there is an incredibly wide variety of tunes
that people may want to hear.
These days, that probably doesn’t include
The Chicken Song. It could include something the bride’s dad likes for the first dance
and then move into a reliable butt-shaker
like Let’s Get the Party Started by Pink,
Vollrath said.

MUSIC continued on 12
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PLANNING

Use of wedding websites keeps everyone informed
Suggestions for
information to include

Pe r s o n a l w e b s i t e s a re a n
invaluable resource for couples
planning their weddings. Wedding websites provide a great
platform for couples to share all
sorts of information regarding
their big day, making them an
essential element of modernday wedding planning.
Wedding websites need not
feature all the bells and whistles
of more permanent sites. But
while there are specific guidelines governing what to include
on wedding websites, couples
should be mindful to share certain information to ensure their
guests stay in the know about the
pending nuptials.

The participants
Wedding websites can be used
to inform guests about the couple getting married as well as
the various participants, such
as the bridesmaids and groomsmen. Extended families of the
bride- and groom-to-be may not
know much about their loved
one’s betrothed, and the wedding website can help guests
get to know both people getting

married. Include information
about the bridal party as well.
A brief story about each bridal
party member’s relationship to
the bride and/or groom can be
a great way to illustrate just how
much each person in the party
means to the couple tying the
knot.

The big day
Invitations were once the
go-to source for information about couples’ wedding
ceremonies and receptions.
But unlike invitations, websites won’t get lost around the
house or in the mail, making
them more reliable resources
for guests. Include all the pertinent details about the big day
on your website, including the
time and location of both the
ceremony and the reception.
Include directions to and from
the venue (both the ceremony
and reception venues if they will
be held at separate locations),
and include a Google maps feature if possible.

RSVP info
Save guests the trouble
o f re t u r n i n g R S V P c a rd s by
including an RSVP section

on your website. Establish an
email address solely for RSVPs,
and check it regularly so you
can update who is and who is
not attending your wedding.
Couples can save the expense
of postage by requesting
that guests RSVP exclusively
through their websites. Just be
sure to include that request
with the invitations if you still
plan to mail more traditional
invites.

Accommodations
Many couples arrange for discounted hotel rooms for their
out-of-town wedding guests.
Include this information on
your wedding website, and aim
to include at least two hotels
where guests can register under
your par ty and receive discounted lodging. In addition to
the hotels you arrange a deal
with, include some extra information about other lodging
options in the area. Out-of-town
guests will appreciate having as
many options as possible, and
couples providing that information saves guests the trouble of
researching certain neighborhoods to determine if they are
safe or close to the ceremony
and reception sites.

My dream
wedding?

well...in a park...on a lake...
on an island,...of course!!

PLAN YOUR
COMPLETE WEDDING
WITH US.

=<

ASK ABOUT
PACKAGE DETAILS.

MCGraphics

Updating a wedding website can be fun while helping couples with
planning for the big day.

Registry
Wedding websites also provide a great way for couples
to share registry information.
Include links that take guests
directly to your online registries.

Wedding websites are a great
resource for couples who want
t o s h a re i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t
t h e i r w e d d i n g s. A s t h e b i g
day draws closer, couples can
update their sites to reflect any
new developments.

Remember it’s not all about you
MUSIC
continued from 11
Those who want more control over the
proceedings than either a band or a DJ
would offer are finding a solution in creating their own digital
playlist and then renting a sound
system. It’s one way to ensure
the two people at the centre of
the events hear everything they
want to and nothing they don’t.
“It’s a budget-savvy thing and
they get to play all the music
they would have chosen anyway,” Vollrath observed.
The only problem with creating a personalized playlist is

remembering that even though it’s your
day, it’s not all about you. Joseph’s number
one tip is to make sure each song is danceable. Even if it’s a favourite, that doesn’t
mean it’s going to get people moving.
“You have to consider so
many age groups. For the first
set it’s nice to have songs that
children can relate to, so they
get out there before they fall
asleep. And the same with old
people, before they fall asleep,”
Joseph said.
“It’s important to recognize
various age groups and personal
tastes will be there,” he added.
“You have to try to keep everybody happy.”

WEDDING
WISH LIST
Toaster Oven
Circular Saw

LEAVE THE WORLD BEHIND

premier cottage rentals
close to town and amenities

MOUAT’S

250-537-2214 • 1-888-537-4854

THREE FLOORS FOR ALL THE ITEMS
ON YOUR WEDDING WISH LIST
mon-sat 8:30-5:30 sun & holidays 10-5

info@lakeshoreonsaltspring.com
Lakeshoreonsaltspring.com

Home Owners helping
Homeowners
TM

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907
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FOOD

Hot trends in wedding cuisine emphasize diversity
Food and beverage pairings

Lots of options for feeding
hungry wedding guests

Food-forward wedding couples are
offering guests mouthwatering appetizers
matched with a cocktail. A slider and a craft
beer or a dumpling and a shot of saki are
examples of this trend.

Once a couple has officially tied the knot,
the newly recognized man and wife and all
of their guests will retire to a party room
where they can mingle, dance and enjoy a
good meal.
In the past, standard fare like prime rib
and roasted chicken dominated wedding
menus. But today’s weddings cater to people of various culinary tastes, and couples
and their guests can expect more upscale
and creative cuisine to be rolled out for wedding receptions. The following are a handful
of the more popular trends with regard to
wedding cuisine.

Non-traditional ‘fake’ cakes
Instead of a multi-tiered cake or the
cupcake fad that is starting to fizzle, couples are now opting for something new.
Desserts that mimic the look of cake, but
aren’t quite that combination of sponge
and frosting are trending.
Crepes, pies, cookies, and doughnuts
are acceptable and can add a creative
spark to the cake-cutting ceremony.
When offered along with dessert stations,
guests can certainly get their fill of sweet
delights.

Miniature bites
Many people say good things come in
small packages, and when it comes to miniature versions of favorite foods, they may
be right. Instead of large meals that fill
guests up fast, they can munch on smaller
bites of their favorite dishes. How about
a piece of meatloaf topped with whipped
mashed potatoes? A cherry tomato with a
small piece of mozzarella cheese makes a
mini caprese salad. Turning favorite foods
into bite-sized adventures can add a touch
of whimsy to the reception.

Breakfast for dinner
Some couples are circumventing high
price tags for their weddings by choosing
to hold the festivities at less expensive
times of day. Brunch-themed weddings
are a big hit with those who would much
rather dine on a stack of pancakes than a
dish of pasta. Omelet stations, croissants
and a bevy of other breakfast table fare
can be enjoyed any time of the day.

Dim sum
Dim sum allows guests to sample different foods without filling up. Carts of dumplings and other small plates of appetizers
can be wheeled around so everyone can
choose what they want and what they want
to avoid.

Gourmet comfort food
People love familiar comfort foods, but
now gourmet comfort foods are shaking

Vegan and gluten-free
MCGraphics

Spinach and raspberry salad makes for an elegant yet simple dish.
up wedding receptions. Mac-and-cheese
with gouda and brie or chicken pot pie
with a puff-pastry crust are a few offerings that can add glamour to down-home
cooking.

Food with a show
Instead of passed foods or buffet stations, couples are opting to make food an
experience for guests. An oyster bar with
a chef serving fresh seafood or a dessert
master whipping up flambé is a feast for
the eyes and mouth.

Interesting buffet stations
Keep guests on their toes with various
meal stations. A bountiful display of artisanal cheeses, fruits and breads will be a
cheese lover’s dream. These stations also
can be appetizing focal points around
the room and ensure all guests get a bite
of what they like best.

Family style
Rustic and informal weddings have
grown in popularity. Rather than food
being brought to the guests or partici-

MOBILE BEER UNIT
A fun & unique experience that will
cater to all your beverage needs.
Providing craft beer, wine
and cider for your special event.
CONTACT US AT
thirstyislanderbeer@gmail.com
www.thirstyislander.ca
Dean 778-679-1472
Ray 250-537-1737

pants lining up in buffet lines, familystyle dining allows guests to share conversation and pass the peas at the same
time. Larger, rectangular tables allow
more guests to sit with one another and
serve themselves food from community
plates located in the center of the tables.

Chances are one or more people attending the reception will be on a restricted
diet. Rather than relegate these guests
to dining on side dishes and patchwork
meals, certain couples are building entire
offerings around vegan and gluten-free
foods.
Couples are getting creative with their
food and beverage offerings at their weddings. Guests never know which culinary
wonders they will encounter as they gather to wish the newlyweds well.

Indulge, Savour,
Celebrate
Hastings House is the pinnacle of luxury
& elegance while staying tru to its unique
country heritage. As a Relais & Chateaux
property we pay attention to every
detail and are famous for our spectacular
customer service and personal attention

Your taste buds will be tantalized with
herbs, greens and local produce from
our garden and local farmers. Pamper
yourselves with your choice of personalized
treatments in our Wellspring Spa.
Our picturesque oceanfront property is the
perfect backdrop for weddings or special
occasions. We can host small intimate
gatherings in our Verandah, a casual
garden party in The Orchard or a large
outdoor soiree in our Rainforest Lawns.
Contact events@hastingshouse.com
today to book a complimentary
consultation and property tour.

160 Upper Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC
250.537.2362 • 800.661.9255
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Nov 23

ACTIVITIES

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Thur. Nov 24 Fri.
ACTIVITIES

ArtSpring AGM.
Annual general meeting of
the Island Arts Centre Society.
ArtSpring Gallery. 4:30 p.m.
Salt Spring Garden Club AGM
and Gardeners’ Question
Time. AGM and panel with
guests Linda Gilkeson, Jim
Erickson, Pauline McCarthy,
Mark Stevens and Lexx Zolis.
Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.
SongJam. A pub-style singalong to the soundtrack of
our lives. Moby’s Pub every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Green Drinks: Simplified
Solar Hot Water
Presentation.
Come hear from an experienced
homeowner who has installed,
and has been closely following,
the latest developments in solar
hot water. Moby’s. 5 p.m.
Milk: GLOSSI Film Screening.
Story of Harvey Milk (played
brilliantly by Sean Penn), the
first openly gay man elected
to public office in an era of
extraordinary intolerance. Salt
Spring Library Program Room.
7 p.m.
Farming Talk: New Sheep
Parasite. Hear from Dr. Cam
Nov 24 Goater about his research into
a parasite that affects grazing
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
mammals. Farmers’ Institute.
Michael Occhipinti & the
7 p.m.
Sicilian Project. Medley of
Waste Management on Salt
players from Canada and Italy
Spring. Forum presented by
perform at ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. the CRD. Community Gospel
Open Mic With Dave & Ross. Chapel. 4 p.m.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub
beginning at 8 p.m.

Thur.

ACTIVITIES

Volunteer and Community
Resources AGM.
At Shared Space Community
Hub, Merchant Mews. 4 p.m.
RSVP by phone to 250-9310039 or by email to admin@
vcrsaltspring.org.
St Peter’s and the Papal
Basilicas of Rome HD Tour.
Unique film that combines
history and art screens at The
Fritz Cinema. 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Advance tickets at the cinema
Fridays through Tuesdays, 6 to
7 p.m.

Fri.

Nov 25

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Brent Shindell. Live music at
The Local. 5 to 8 p.m.
Uncle Wiggly’s Tribute to the
Blues Songs of Christmas.
Concert of seasonal-themed
songs by famous blues artists
from the 1920s to 1960s, such
as Louis Jordan, Big Joe Turner,
BB King, Eric Clapton, Charles
Brown and Etta James and
many more. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
The Country Line.
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Nov 25

Nov 27

Nov 29

ACTIVITIES

Friday Adventure Camp. For
ages six to 12 years at the Salt
Spring Island Elementary
gym. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Pre-registration with PARC is
required at 250-537-4448.
Jack Knox Book Launch.
Victoria Times Colonist reporter
presents his first full-length
book, Hard Knox: Musings
from the Western Edge of
Canada — a hilarious romp
of seasonal observations and
thoughtful irreverences about
the more peculiar aspects of life
on Vancouver Island. Salt Spring
Library Program Room. 3 p.m.
Into the Light: a Winter
Solstice Art Show. Opening
reception for show featuring
gallery and guest artists at the
Salt Spring Gallery. 4 to 6 p.m.
Christmas Exhibition of
Small Works. Opening reception for new show at Gallery 8
runs from 5 to 8 p.m.
Annual Bartender Cocktail
Competition. Free to all at the
Legion Lounge. 7 p.m.

CFUW Meeting.
Speaker is George Ehring on An
Analysis of the U.S. Election.
Public welcome. Harbour House,
Crofton Room. 10 a.m.
WinterFaire. SSI United Church
hosts one-stop festive Christmas
shopping event. Includes a
silent auction of special treasures, gift baskets, baking and
a children’s only shopping area.
The Christmas Cafè will serve
hot beverages, goodies and
lunch. Salt Spring Island United
Church. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Book Reading from Peter
Haase. Author of Liverpool
Lad — a lively memoir of
growing up in the famous
downtown working-class slums
of Liverpool in the ‘50s and ‘60s
— reads from his book. Salt
Spring Library. 3 p.m.

Keith Alexander Book
Launch.
Keith Alexander reads from
Moonrise Over Haida Gwaii:
Tales of a Wanderer at the Salt
Spring Library Program Room.
12 noon.
Red Court Indoor Tennis.
Red Court (1/2 court) doubles
action returns for another season of fun. Sundays at Centre
Court at SS Golf and Country
Club. 3 to 5 p.m.
Dialogue With the Arts:
Sandra Semchuk.
Emily Carr University photobased artist Sandra Semchuk
gives talk titled Resilience and
Conciliation. Mahon Hall. 7 p.m.
A Salt Spring Arts Council event.
Bosun’s Whistle Bistro.
Grey Cup free to all and Bosun’s
Whistle Bistro open for chili and
brats. Legion Lounge. 3 p.m.

Building Peace, Building
Homes.
Island Women Against Violence
fundraiser event with poets
Peter Levitt and Lorna Crozier
and hosted by Marion Pape and
Ahava Shira. The evening will
include poetry readings, silent
auction, gourmet goodies and a
live auction with John Bateman.
ArtSpring. 6:30 p.m.
Salt Spring Forum Annual
General Meeting.
All members of the Salt Spring
Forum are warmly encouraged
to attend. Café Talia. 7:30 p.m.
Floor Hockey.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall.
7:30 p.m.

Sat.

Nov 26

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Brothers. Every
Saturday at The Local. 3 to 6 p.m.
Happy Daze. Live music at the
Legion. 7:15 p.m.
The Boom Booms. Vancouver
band plus guests JP Maurice and
DJ BoomTown play at Fulford
Hall. 8 p.m. All-ages, alcoholfree event. A fundraiser for the
Kip and Kate Nash family.

MARVEL

HD TOUR
Thurs. Nov. 24th 3pm matinee and 7pm
Advance tickets at the Cinema
Fri. to Tues. 6 to 7pm

CINEMA

SS Forum: Grand Chief
Stewart Phillip and Jane
Phillip. The Salt Spring
Forum hosts two remarkable
First Nations leaders for a community discussion on reconciliation. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Sun.

EXHIBITIONS

• Gallery 8 presents its Christmas Exhibition of Small Works, with an opening reception on Friday, Nov. 25 from 5 to 8 p.m.
• Wintercraft show and sale presented by the Salt Spring Arts Council runs daily at
Mahon Hall from Friday, Nov. 25 through Thursday, Dec. 22, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
PAGE 20

Wed.

Nov 30

ACTIVITIES

Farm Tax Status.
What it means and how to qualify, with speaker Gerry Morolla
of BC Assessment. All welcome
at free Poultry Club event. Salt
Spring Island Farmers’ Institute.
2 p.m.
Site C: Keep the Peace.
Speakers discuss how to support
the people of the Peace Valley
and stop Site C. Includes Briony
Penn, Galen Armstrong and
Sierra Club BC. Admission by
donation, with proceeds to support Treaty 8 First Nations legal
challenges to Site C. Salt Spring
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

Invite
the whole
Nov 30 neighbourhood
to your
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Nov 28 Liona Boyd Concert.
garage sale
Liona Boyd presents A Winter
with a
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fantasy, accompanied by
Ken Lavigne - Christmas Old Andrew Dolson plus speclassified ad.
cial guests: the Salt Spring
Time Radio Roadshow.
CALL
Elementary
Choir.
ArtSpring.
Music and stories from tenor
7:30 p.m.
250.537.9933
Ken Lavigne, presented as a

Wed.

Mon.

radio stage show at ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Introduction to Chinese
Painting.
Nov 27 ACTIVITIES
A Salt Spring Island Painters
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Guild workshop with Catherine
SSI Transportation
Tam. Explore the use of brushes,
Fuoco E Cenere: Toque of the Commission.
Town. Chef Denis Leroy shares Public welcome to attend meet- sumi ink and organic watercolour on rice paper. ArtSpring. 1
the stage with Fuoco E Cenere ing at Portlock Park portable.
to 4:30 p.m.
musicians, playing baroque
4:30 p.m.
French music in a theatrical
Saltspring Driftwood Ad Nov23 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W
concert in celebration of French
cuisine. Concert followed by a
Nov 29
tasting of French specialties.
ArtSpring. 4 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
Ashton Bachman. Live music
A Fundraiser for Island Women Against Violence
at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to 9 p.m. Christmas Bird Count
Tuesday, November 29th
The Feels. Live jazz & blues at Orientation.
ArtSpring• 6:30pm
• 7pm
Learn
how
to
participate
in
artSpring
Moby’s Pub. 7 to 10 p.m.
Featuring poets Peter Levitt & Lorna Crozier and auctioneer John Bateman
the 24th annual Salt Spring
Open Stage Old Timey Cafe.
Open stage with good music and Christmas Bird Count, set for
Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522
munchies. Alcohol-free and every- Dec. 18. Penny’s Pantry at the
one welcome. On the last Sunday Golf Course. 5 to 6:30 p.m.
of every month in the OAPO annex
at Fulford Hall. 7 to 11 p.m.

Tue.

EXHIBITIONS

• Doctor Strange — Starring Benedict Cumberbatch. A disgraced former surgeon
named Stephen Strange (Benedict Cumberbatch) becomes a powerful sorcerer
under the tutelage of a mystic known as the Ancient One.
• St. Peter’s and the Papal Basilicas of Rome HD Tour — The Papal Basilicas
of Rome is a unique film that combines history and art. In spectacular HD, it
involves the audience, as they witness the magnificence that lies inside the four
Basilicas. Thursday, Nov. 24, 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. shows only. Advance tickets at the cinema Fridays through Tuesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.

by Michael O’Connor

Tue.

ACTIVITIES

starring

Nov. 25th to 29th
Fri. to Tues. 7pm
Sunday 3pm matinee & 7pm

Sun.

ACTIVITIES

Benedict Cumberbatch

Rating: PG

Nov 26

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

ACTIVITIES

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

1 hr 55 min

Sat.

What’s On - the go!

• Into the Light: A Winter Solstice Art Show of work by multiple artists runs at
Salt Spring Gallery beginning Friday, Nov. 25 with a 4 to 6 p.m. reception,
and continues through Dec. 22.
• Avril Kirby shows a photography exhibition titled Travels with Rennie at the
Harbour House Hotel through the month of November.
• Eyes On Nature: David Denning presents an exhibit of his nature photography in the ArtSpring lobby through November.
• Bernadette Mertens-McAllister presents her solo exhibition called Day of
the Dead in the Salt Spring Library Program Room through November during opening hours and when the room is not otherwise in use.
• (m)Other Tongue Press letterpress and linocut work by Peter Haase and
bookart design by Mona Fertig is in the display case at the Salt Spring
Library.
• Renee Sanden’s installation called Trinity: the Mother, the Daughter and the
Holy Spirit shows in the window of ArtSpace Gallery, #17 in Merchant Mews.
• Salt Spring Photography Club members have photographs on display at
Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.

Building Peace,
Building Homes Fundraiser

driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/
VIEW OUR ONLINE
COMPREHENSIVE
INTERACTIVE

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
LISTINGS
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CONCERTS

Salt Spring Singers perform outstanding choral works
Winter concert at ArtSpring
Dec. 3 and 4

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Don Conley, standing right, directs a Salt Spring Singers practice Monday evening in preparation for their
upcoming holiday show On This Shining Night.

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Singers will join the
tradition of some esteemed public
radio stations by showcasing some of
the finest choral music of the past 500
years this Christmas season.
The Singers will perform at ArtSpring
on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m., and
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. in a program called On This Shining Night.
With selections from the Renaissance,
baroque and classical periods and
moving into the 20th century, the choir
will highlight some of the “go to” choral
works of the holiday.
“It’s like listening to the CBC or BBC
Christmas programs,” explained Salt
Spring Singers director Don Conley.
“They represent excellent programming for radio, so I thought why not do
it here?”
With only time-tested and worldhonoured choral pieces on the menu,
the concert marks a bit of a departure
for the group, which usually throws
some fun and modern carols into the
mix. Conley said the resulting program
is not necessarily solemn, but there’s
nothing light and funny about it, either.
“It’s different than other concerts the
Singers have done because they’re all
celebrated works sung by choirs at this
time of year. They’re all pieces you’d
hear a professional choir do, simply
because of the skill and experience
required to put it together,” he said.
Starting with composers like Hans
Leo Hassler, William Byrd and J.S.
Bach, the first half of the concert will
feature accompanist David Storm, and
also include an organ solo by Conley
and an opportunity for audience participation.
The second half, Conley said, will
comprise one of the most challenging
programs the Singers have ever done.

MICHAEL

OCCHIPINTI
THE SICILIAN PROJECT
THU NOV 24 | 7:30PM

Especially tricky pieces are the Salve
Regina by Francis Poulenc, with its
20th-century styling, and the Festival
Te Deum by Benjamin Britten. Conley
described the work as moving from
gentle chanting to almost strident
rhythmic outbursts.
“It uses all kinds of 20th-century
composing techniques that provide a
challenge for us in preparing it, going
from the sublime and simple to the
bombastic and huge,” Conley said.
The musical accompaniment, he
added, matches the singers’ parts for
its challenges.
In a way, the entire program is a
trajectory moving toward two finale
works by Morten Lauridsen, a modern composer who lives in the San
Juan Islands. O Nata Lux is a prayer
addressed to Jesus, “O Light Born of
Light.”
The climax is Sure On This Shining Night from Lauridsen’s Nocturnes
suite, based on the poem by James
Agee. The work represents a spiritual
immersion in nature and talks about
light coming from the moon and stars

on a dark night. The lyrics underline
the importance of finding light in winter’s darkest times, both literally and
metaphorically.
As one section goes, “Sure on this
shining night of star-made shadows
round, kindness must watch for me
this side the ground/ on this shining
night, this shining night/ The late year
lies down the north/ All is healed, all
is health.”
“Lauridsen is really a mystic writing
music. He composed this song from
a secular text — it’s just being in total
wonder and awe of creation,” Conley
said.
Despite the many challenges Conley
has given the Singers this season, the
choir has accepted them and worked
admirably to meet them, the director
said. The resulting concert promises
to be a special milestone in the group’s
history.
“I’m really enjoying preparing for
this concert,” Conley said. “The music
is all so amazing, so it’s a pleasure
to pull it together, teach it and guide
people into performing it.”

Proudly sponsored
by John Moore

250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

FUOCO E CENERE
TOQUE OF THE TOWN
SUN NOV 27 | 4PM

Proudly sponsored by Kate Merry

250.537.2102 | artspring.ca

POETRY & ART

Poems, paintings, photos unearthed
Celia and Karl Meade join forces
Salt Spring artist Celia Meade and her poet-husband
Karl Meade will launch their art-poetry chapbook titled
‘unearthed’ at the Salt Spring Public Library on Thursday,
Dec. 1.
The event begins with an art opening at 6 p.m. followed at 7 p.m. by the library’s monthly poetry open-mic,
with Karl Meade reading from unearthed. Refreshments
and wine will be served.
The full-colour chapbook features eight paintings by
Celia Meade, and 16 poems or “ghazals” by Karl Meade,
as well as 16 photographs.
“When Karl first asked to use one of my paintings for
the cover of his chapbook, I thought I’d create something
new, based on the poems. I was moved by their themes of
spirituality, mortality and the beauty of the natural world
and, before I knew it, I had eight paintings and a new
project was born,” said Celia, who holds an MFA from the
University of Calgary and whose work was featured on
the cover of Alberta Heritage Magazine.
It’s not the first time she has used poetry to inspire her
painting.
“I enjoy working off of other artistic genres. It brings
something new to the process,” she said.
Celia has had solo and group shows in Canada, the
U.K., the Netherlands, Chile, and Australia, including a

group show in Calgary inspired by the poetry of Rainer
Maria Rilke. Her work has also been collected by the
Alberta Foundation for the Arts, Fairmont Hotels and the
University of Calgary.
The unearthed poems are excerpted from a 15-year
work-in-progress of 52 ghazals. Karl Meade, recently
longlisted for the 2016 CBC Poetry Prize, has published
many of the ghazals in literary magazines such as the
Literary Review of Canada and Contemporary Verse 2.
The project is divided into four sections — spring, summer, winter, fall — and uses seasonal imagery to reflect
the passing of the years, as well as the phases of life.
“Ghazals have a lightness to them,” said Karl, whose
novel Odd Jobs was a ForeWord Reviews Book of the
Year finalist for Humour, and an iTunes Top 20 Arts and
Literature Podcast. “My hope is that the elusive, accretionary rhythm of these ghazals reflects the experience
of living.”
“Collaborating this way with my partner has been
a highlight of my painting career,” said Celia. “We also
used photographs taken by our daughters and by us,
some specifically for this project.”
Some of the photos were used as the basis of her paintings in the show.
“It has been a meaningful family experience that way, a
legacy project for us.”
All proceeds from the chapbook go to the Salt Spring
Public Library.

Adults: $23 Youth: $5

O

Gift
Certificates
Available

FaLaLaLa
Ahhhh

’Tis the season to melt away holiday
stress with a customized massage.

Wellspring
AT HASTINGS HOUSE

Adults: $28 Youth: $5

The perfect
gift for
the one
you love.

250-537-2362
1-800-661-9255
160 Upper Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island
hastingshouse.com
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FUNDRAISER

The Boom Booms reach out to local farming family
JP Maurice and DJ
BoomTown also at show
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Vancouver’s The Boom Booms will
bring their well-travelled and highly
danceable live show to Salt Spring this
Saturday, Nov. 26 to help a local family purchase raw land and fulfill their
farming dreams.
Partial proceeds from the “K5”
fundraiser at Fulford Hall will go to
Kip and Kate Nash and their kids Kai,
Kumi and Kobe. The family is in the

U
Gift
Certificates
and
Catering

Think Pomodoro’s
for Christmas!

Monday to Saturday 11am to 7pm
www.pomodoropizza.ca

250-537-5660
142 Fulford-Ganges Road

(downtown across from Centennial Park)

process of trading in their tiny onebedroom home in the Cranberry Valley for a 12-acre parcel they’ve been
leasing as farmland for the past five
years.
Joining The Boom Booms for the
show are JP Maurice — Kate’s brother
and a recording artist who reached
second place in the Peak Performance Project — and Salt Spring’s
own DJ BoomTown.
“This night is about good music
and having fun,” Kate Nash said.
“And it’s a celebration of our commitment to the community.”
The Nash family bought their
small home on an equally tiny parcel (.2 acres) in 2007, just after their
daughter was born. Since 2011 they
have enjoyed an expanded sense of
space thanks to a leasing arrangement with their neighbour Ron Stepaniuk. They have built fencing, five
pens to rotate pastures and a milking
shed, and care for a number of cows,
goats, pigs, horses and chickens.
Animal chores on the “hobby farm”
occupy the family at least twice a day,
every day.
“The reason we’ve continued to
do this so long is it’s been so good
for our kids to be part of caring for

animals,” Nash said, noting they’ve
learned humility, perseverance and
a lot about where food really comes
from.
The Nashes have the opportunity
to make the farming lifestyle permanent thanks to a recent subdivision of
some of the Stepaniuk family lands,
and their neighbour’s willingness to
give the time and support needed
to make it possible for them to purchase the lot they’ve been working.
“Ron is one of the best neighbours
I’ve ever had. His concept of neighbourliness goes above and beyond,”
Nash said.
Part of the Nashes’ plan for developing the parcel into a home is to
live in two buses while they build
their house — which is where The
Boom Booms first came in. Through
the connection with Maurice, the
family has purchased the band’s
old 44-foot touring bus, which they
could no longer maintain. (It actually ran for the last time while getting
onto Salt Spring.) Through the experience, Kate and band member Tom
Van Deursen became close friends,
and now the band is following its bus
back to Salt Spring to help further the
Nashes’ farming dreams.

The Boom Booms band, which plays at Fulford Hall on Saturday, Nov. 26.
Last seen on the island headlining
the inaugural Salt Spring Music and
Garlic Festival, the acclaimed “indie
soul” band has busked across Europe,
performed in the Brazilian Amazon
and Rio’s famous Casa Rosa, and
toured the 12,000-kilometre roundtrip from Vancouver to Panama in
a Scamper RV. The bus they’ve now
passed on has crossed Canada twice
and circumnavigated the United
States.
“As a band their presence is amazing. They put on the best show they

can. They really are committed to
people enjoying themselves and having fun,” Nash said.
The evening, which will also offer
food and a handstand competition
(with The Boom Booms challenging
locals), starts at 8 p.m. Islanders are
invited to bring the whole family to
the alcohol-free event.
Advance tickets are available at the
Salt Spring Mercantile and Salt Spring
Books, or by emailing James at jamesisoutside@gmail.com, and will also
be available at the door.

ART/IDEAS

Semchuk next Dialogue with the Arts guest
Salt Spring Arts
Council event
SUBMITTED BY SALT
SPRING ARTS COUNCIL
The Salt Spring Arts Council will host Sandra Semchuk,
a photo-based artist from
Emily Carr University, as the
third speaker in Dialogue
with the Arts this Sunday,
Nov. 27 at 7 p.m.

expert

Semchuk will be at Mahon
Hall talking on the topic of
Resilience and Conciliation.
Dialogue with the Arts is a
new speaker series designed
to stimulate discussion
about the arts and their relevance in contemporary
society.
Semchuk has a BFA from
the University of Saskatchewan and a master’s degree in
photography from the Uni-

versity of New Mexico.
Semchuk is a storyteller,
photographer and video artist who often works collaboratively using the familial,
autobiography and dialogue
across generations, cultures
and species. She worked
collaboratively with her late
husband, James Nicholas,
Cree actor and orator, to consider potential conciliations
within the self and between

ADVICE

the indigenous and nonindigenous. Their dialogue
was grounded in experience
in the primary knowledges of
place, land, flora and fauna
and weather and in human
stories. The more-thanhuman was always the larger
context.
In her most recent stereographic video poems she
collaborates with songscape
composer and singer Jerry

DesVoignes to resuscitate
familial connections with the
more-than-human — the
tree and the forest. She wishes to immerse the audience
in the reciprocity between
tree, sound and self; the conversation is one of presence,
sound vibrations and awareness.
See www.ssartscouncil.
com for more on Semchuk
and the event.

250-537-9933 or
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM
To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

Fitness Expert

Mechanic

Real Estate

Benefits Of Working Out
In The Water

Holiday trips in cold
weather may require
more than a well prepared
vehicle

Is it better to list now or
wait until spring arrives?

Rainbow Road

indoor pool

250-537-1402 • 262 Rainbow Road

GYLE
KEATING

All the regular things like snow tires, antifreeze, new
wiper blades etc. are a top priority and should be checked
before heading out on a holiday trip.
As well as all these things give some thought to a survival
kit. No one wants to think about getting stuck in their vehicle
in adverse conditions but it does happen and a small kit
prepared ahead of time could make the difference between
being uncomfortable and being dangerously hypothermic.
One website has a rather extensive list of materials for
your survival kit and attached to it are a few paragraphs of
excellent advice on what to do in case you are stranded in
your vehicle. Check out http://www.21stcenturyadventures.
com/advice/lists/winterSurvivalChecklist.html
Drive Safe, Gyle
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BRENDA
Aquafit exercise is a total body workout. You
AKERMAN
are working your heart through movements and
strengthening your muscles with each move. This is what is happening
to your body as you work out in the water.
Benefits: • Minimal to no impact.
• Everyone is equal in the water. There are no limitations related to
age, body size, sex or health.
• Water supports the body so there is a limited chance of falling.
• Working in the water allows your heart to work more efficiently
without working as hard.
• Helps to reduce swelling in joints. • Cooling and refreshing.
• All movements use the whole body.
• Turbulence gives you a body massage as you are working.
• Each movement requires you to push water. The density of water is
about 1000 times that of air, so you must work harder to move your limbs.
• Due to the resistance of water your movements are slow and more
precise. This means you are working your muscles more efficiently.
• Each move is concentric and eccentric. You have to work to bring your
arm down because gravity is absent. If you don’t the limb will float.
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Jan

Macpherson
Often sellers will say to me “I want to wait
till my spring garden blooms”. Many, many homes have lovely spring
gardens; the better plan is to get the jump on the season and avoid
undue competition as the listings supply expands later in the year.
By listing now, your residence will:
- stand out when it comes on the market on a day when there are few
other new listings - buyers are waiting;
- possibly be the only listing that a buyer receives instant email
notification about, when listed this time of year;
- have a better position in the market - price-point wise, BEFORE all
the new competition is available;
- many “last year” temporarily off the market (while owners
vacation) listings, burst back onto the market in April & May...your
listing can stand out more effectively - SOONER.
I sell many homes in January and February that may not have sold
at the same price later in the year, due to better buys coming on the
market as the spring progresses.
This old adage is really true for real estate:
“Why Wait till Spring? - Do it NOW!”

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2015 based on highest number of
listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2015
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
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New islander shares colourful life in stories
Keith Alexander book
launch on Nov. 27
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The ancient art of storytelling is
getting a boost this month with the
release of a new collection by Keith
Alexander, an emerging writer with
a knack for short and snappy tales
sourced from his own life.
New to Salt Spring but no stranger
to the coast, Alexander has plenty
of life experiences worth sharing.
Moonrise Over Haida Gwaii: Tales
of a Wanderer captures a number of
memorable moments from his years
fishing out of Port Clements all the
way back to his childhood in Banff.
“I’ve always enjoyed writing but
I’ve never done anything like this
before,” Alexander told the Driftwood. “These stories have been percolating in my mind for decades. A
lot of people have stories but you
never hear them. I thought maybe
I’d write mine down and see if people
like them.”
The stories are short, taking no
more than a couple of pages, and
the events they recount are similarly
brief. This allows Alexander to pack
more punch into each entry.
“Most of them are a moment in
time or a few days in time. It’s not
a biography of my life — I didn’t

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Keith Alexander, author of Moonrise Over Haida Gwaii.
want that,” Alexander said. “There
are lots of other stories I could have
used, but they didn’t have a twist of
‘gotcha’ at the end. These ones offer
something funny or interesting to
the reader.”
Alexander’s writing touches on
some places and pursuits common
to the Western Canadian pioneering lifestyle, which makes the stories easy to relate to, but at the same
time he has a unique perspective
that makes them fun and fresh. His
parents were strong influences: his

mother was a member of the historic
Edmonton Grads women’s basketball team, which won the international Underwood Challenge Trophy every year from 1923 to 1940,
while his father had the imagination
and generosity to sponsor a German
POW as a Canadian immigrant after
being demobilized from the Second
World War.
“Father had an impish nature and
a terrific sense of humour, so I guess I
came by it honestly,” Alexander said.
The book starts with a story called
The Great Escape, recounting an
experience Alexander had at age
two but of which he still carries vivid
memories. It’s important because it
establishes his lifelong trait as a “traveller” and it’s also a good example
of the charming humour the writer
employs in many of his tales. Taking
place in the late 1940s, it charts his
daring escape to the other end of the
block. It turns out his mother is quick
behind him, and not at all typical of
the time period.
“Mum is not high heels and
hairdo; mum is a recently retired
world champion basketball player,”
Alexander writes, information that
completely turns the direction of the
story.
A number of entries deal with
being a child in Banff during the
1950s, where encounters with wildlife and wonder at the natural world
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Foundation spreads wealth with grants
Several groups’ projects can
proceed on Salt Spring
SUBMITTED BY SSI FOUNDATION
The Salt Spring Island Foundation is
pleased to announce over $64,000 in
grants for local charities.
These grants are made possible
through the support of the many generous donors who share the foundation’s
vision of a healthy and caring community.
Big Brothers Big Sisters
For supplies and materials, such
as games and crafts, for the in-school
mentoring program for children who
need a wider circle of support. This
grant will assist with the mentoring
program in two Salt Spring schools.
This grant is supported by funds from
the Unger Family Fund for Children
and their Mothers and Senior Women
in Need.
Gulf Islands Families Together Society
For preliminary work required prior
to improvements to the GIFTS building,
purchased in December 2015. GIFTS
serves teens and young adults with physical and developmental disabilities, seeking to fully integrate individuals with
diverse abilities into community life.

Gulf Islands Marine Rescue Society
For an upgraded communications system that is integral to crew helmets, effective in a high-noise environment and
which has an expanded range.
Island Women Against Violence
For two projects:
To assist with creating a new website.
To replace old kitchen cabinets and
countertops at Croftonbrook, a residence
for seniors and people with disabilities.
Salt Spring Farmers’ Heritage
Foundation
For the blacksmith group to purchase
an anvil, fund demonstrations to the Middle School and GISS and for the purchase
of safety equipment for the women’s
group.
Salt Spring Island Public Library
To support the library’s retrofit of the
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning
system to add a cooling function. This will
improve conditions for staff and patrons
and reduce temperature and humidity in
the archives storage vault.
School District #64
For two projects:
To purchase and build a rainwater harvesting area in the Phoenix Elementary
School garden.

To design and build a food garden at
Salt Spring Elementary School.
United Way
To assist in connecting Salt Spring to
the bc211 service, which provides a help
line and referral service 24 hours a day, 7
days a week for referrals to any social or
government service in B.C.
Volunteer and Community Resources
Society
For a needs assessment for an administrative hub that would provide local nonprofits services such as accounting, fiscal
management, information technology
and back-office skills.
Donor-advised funds were also directed to the Salt Spring Farmers’ Heritage
Foundation, Salt Spring Island Historical
Society, Salt Spring Island Water Preservation Society, Volunteer and Community
Resources Society and the Robin Gibbard
Scholarship at GISS
Are you a Salt Spring registered charity
working to make life on the island better
for someone, somewhere? Got a great
project but short of funds?
Our next grants will be given in spring
2017, so if you’d like to know how we
can help you as we’ve helped dozens of
local charities since 1984, please go to our
website at www.ssifoundation.ca or call
250-537-8305.

Capital Regional District
Request for Proposal 2016-208:

Wharfinger Services Please p
Miners Bay, Mayne Island
If you have changes, please

If we do not re
The Capital Regional District (“CRD”) invites detailed
proposals from individuals or companies to act
as Wharfinger for the SGIHC Dock at Miners Bay,
Mayne Island. The proposals will be evaluated for
the selection of a consultant (or consultants) with
the intent to enter into a contract (the “Contract”) to
provide the services described in Appendix “A”.
The CRD provides small craft harbours (docks) at 11
locations in the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz
Bay. These harbours provide a vital link to island
community residents and visitors by providing
moorage, access points for supplies and mail
delivery as well as for water taxies.
The remuneration level for wharfingers is set under
CRD Bylaw No. 2844 for the Southern Gulf Islands
therefore, the criteria in the evaluation process will
not include a financial component. The deadline for
submissions is November 30, 2016 at 3pm.
For more information please go to
www.crd.bc.ca/business/opportunities.
Kevin Evans
Purchaser, Integrated Water Services
Capital Regional District
Tel: 250.474.9674
Email: kevans@crd.bc.ca
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Nature’s wonders shared by Denning
ArtSpring lobby show up for
November

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator
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There’s only one week of November left,
but still time to get to ArtSpring before
JOSH LACY
month’s end to enjoy David Denning’s art
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show in the lobby.
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rapher, Denning offers a view on nature
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that many of us never see, whether that’s
iconic coastal birds on their nests or the
illuminated beauty of tiny ocean creatures.
It makes sense to learn he’s written, directed and filmed over 50 educational science
productions, taken nature photos and
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around 40 large-scale fullcolour prints taken over the span of 30 Photographer David Denning’s image of an iguana, part of his show at ArtSpring.
Vince Smythe
years, Denning’s ArtSpring show is a captivating collection of images. As an unusual texture-rich folds of skin and jewel-like indi- and arms radiating in a true sunburst motif
G u l f I s l afull
n d s descriptions of the
bonus, he’s included
vidual scales.
that more than fills the frame’s parameters.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
circumstances of almost every shot, as well
A piece that looks like the mugshot of a
Detail of a Vermillion Star looks like a mat
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species
the
average
of succulent bright orange flowers. It’s actuPh: 250-213-6316Y o u r C o m m u n I t Y n e w s p a p e r s I n C e 1 9 6 0 comical character — in fact, a lot like Beaker
person
might
not
be
aware
of.
The
result
is
from The Muppet Show — turns out to be a ally hardened spine clusters on a sea star’s
Fax: 778-746-7310
SMYTHE
a much richer viewing experience than one shrimp larva magnified 200 times. As Den- upper surface.
RO O F I N G
info@smytheroofing.com
normally gets.
ning points out, the magnification reveals
In other shots where colour and patternThe wolf eel may not be everyone’s first “striking colours and a set of relatively large ing prevail, Denning gets close up to even
“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”
pick for a beauty competition, but Denning compound eyes.” With the larva’s “face” smaller organisms and allows them to fill
finds a kind of grace in his close-up por- flash-lit against a black background, the the frame. Algae Beads appears to be multrait of the species. The eel’s old man face sense of a being with a definite personality tiple strands of intricately carved jade. DenStephen - from the Island, for the Island
is cradled by a scarf of its own tail, the flash that is caught on camera by surprise is hard ning photographed it in a rocky intertidal
reflecting light between areas of soft purple to resist.
area near Dunedin in New Zealand.
STEPHEN P
and blues. Composition is key here, with the
The seldom-seen undersides of sea star
Those who prefer to recognize what
eel’s head framed by an edging of ocean in varieties make for lovely abstracted shots, they’re seeing will also find lots to enthrall,
solid black.
where colour and patterning are the main especially people fond of birds. Denning
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
In another animal “portrait,” a vivid green attractions. A brittle star from Baja, Mexico has some amazing shots, such as a pair
250-589-8296 info@stephenproberts.ca
iguana is shown in profile, one front leg photographed through the bottom of a of rufous hummingbird chicks huddled
raised up and clutching a leafy stalk with glass aquarium offers beautiful markings in their nest, a cormorant on its cliffside
its claw. The photo shows how perfectly the and ridges, contrasting a spectrum of red refuge and a roosting heron with stunning
lizard belongs in this jungle world, its skin shades against white with the mysterious plumage.
Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001
tone matching the rainforest greenery. The star-shaped mouth as the centrepoint.
The photos can be seen during ArtSpring’s
close-up look provided by the telephoto
A Cortes Sea sun star’s underside is a regular hours and the hour before evening
lens is exceptionally sharp and crisp, with mass of tiny pale yellow tentacles, tubes show times until Nov. 30.
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Winterfaire runs at church
Annual fundraiser and
gathering
BY PAT BARCLAY
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For example: wrestling with greens for
wreaths and swags, etc., takes as much
knowhow as muscle, so the greenery crew
held a workshop with Everlasting Summer owner Marcia Jeanne. Meanwhile, the
brains trust behind “Kidz Zone” were planning to transform the church office into a
supervised mall for kids, complete with fish
1 9 6 0
pond, allowance-friendly shopping, and gift
wrapping so mom and dad won’t see their
presents until the big day.
Grown-ups will find another new idea
at the back of lower hall, near the piano:
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647
groomthatdog@gmail.com
10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

250.537.9917 #6-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com

frozen sweets and appies to take home,
store until needed, then simply bake and
serve. You can buy these little wonders in
strips, squares or slabs and the variety is
amazing: entertain a crowd and wink at the
applause! (Your purchases are kept cold
until leaving time. Bring an ice pack and
newspaper or a cooler for the trip home.)
Shoppers looking for home baking and
jams and jellies will find these in the lower
hall as well, along with an eye-popping
array of crafts and decorations made by a
group that met each week after Labour Day.
Upstairs is the now-famous Christmas
Cafe, with an expanded menu of sweets and
drinks, home-made chicken or veggie pie,
beef or veggie chili, and tourtiere that’s the
real thing.
Also upstairs, in the church proper, are
the silent auction (bids close at 1:30 p.m.)
and gift baskets for everyone. As one person
described the extraordinary endeavour that
is Winterfaire, “It’s wonderful to be part of a
great congregation, working together and
enjoying each other’s company.”
Note that both the upper and lower halls
are accessible to people with handicaps.
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SINGING THEIR
HEARTS OUT:
Four of 11 musicians
participating in the
Barney Bentall and the
Cariboo Express show
at a packed Fulford
Hall on Monday night
visible in this photo
are, from left, Barney
Bentall, Wendy Bird,
Scott Smith and Geoff
Hicks. The show-stopping musical variety
show was a Salt Spring
Folk Club event and
fundraiser for the food
bank, with all financial
donations made at
the concert and this
week matched by the
Bentall family’s Hawthorne Foundation.
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*ICBC accredited Express
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*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
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115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

FUNDRAISER

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

I’M AT MERCHANTS’ MEWS • 250 931 1113

Special items at silent auction

Duncan Realty

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Unique toys and
more at Lady Minto
Thrift Shop

Salt Spring Ofﬁce

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
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250-526-2626

paul@paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

www.paulzolob.com
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Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

ANNA J. PUGH

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial • Licenced to practice in the Yukon
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Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

C L E M E N T & P U G H L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

ph: 250.537.5505

Please visit our website

cell: 250.539.0012

email: anna@ssilaw.ca

www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

be found are well worth the
process. The current auction, which opened to bidding on Nov. 15, includes
everything from a Dr. Zhivago-style women’s fur hat
to an authentic Cowichan
sweater. Children may
be interested in a vintage
wooden cricket pull-toy, or
a gorgeously realistic modern rooster puppet.
Those who admire art
pieces from other cultures
will find some interesting
African masks and sculptures donated by a pair of
world travellers, and an
eye-catching brass statue
of a three-headed Ganesha.
There’s also a vintage acoustic guitar with a velvet-lined
case, a tiny pink violin and
a clarinet. The latter was
donated by the successful
bidder of a past auction,
who was thankful the thrift

shop held on to his windspeed ship navigator when
he was too sick to collect it
at once.
“It’s a lot of fun for a lot of
people. They’re always asking when we’re going to do
another one,” Williams said.
Putting each event
together takes a lot of work,
from arranging a nice collection to cataloguing and
working out all the values
and bidding increments.
Williams says it’s worth it
though, since all the funds
raised go toward equipment and other needs at
Lady Minto Hospital. The
last silent auction pulled in
a record-breaking total of
$3,650.
Silent auctions run for 10
business days. Participants
have until 12 noon on Saturday, Nov. 26 to set their
final bids for the current set.

Royal
Canadian

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

E
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Brass Ganesha statue among current silent aution items.

Blue Velvet Upholstering

New-to-you specialty
items that don’t usually
find a place on the thrift
store shelves are available
this month through a silent
auction at Lady Minto Thrift
Shop.
Curated by volunteer Jean
Williams, the store’s auctions
have become somewhat legendary for those in the know.
They’re the place to acquire
rare, high-quality finds at a
fraction of the usual cost,
whether new or through an
antiques dealer.
“It’s the variety that I like.
There’s so much different
stuff there,” Williams said of
her latest collection.
Williams has been known
to gather items to suit a
theme, such as the 100th
anniversary of the sinking
of the Titanic in April 2012.
Other times it’s just an
arrangement of goods that
have been donated but are
too valuable to put out as
regular store items. The sorting team keeps likely items
aside for Williams’ perusal. If
she thinks something should
be auctioned she then locks
it away in a special cupboard
until the time comes for the
next event.
“A lot of people who know
I do this now bring me
things and say ‘I want you to
put this for auction.’ And if
it’s auctionable, I tell them,”
Williams said.
There’s a lot to take in
and a lot of paperwork to
wade through at the silent
auction table, since each
item has its own bidding
sheet. But the treasures to
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A Need

Pursuit of cat creates hilarious adventure

Packing
Paper
for your
Christmas
Gifts?

Island woman bares all in tale
BY TAMSIN LUNDELL
S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D
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the Driftwood
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Considering what is going on south of the
border, I thought my fellow islanders could use
a little levity, so I’d like to relate one of those
experiences that only becomes humourous on
reflection.
Have you heard the rumours of a disturbed
and distraught woman wandering into Ganges
backyards wearing naught but her nightie and
slippers? That was me.
I moved to this breathtaking island in the
summer. The transition from mainland life has
been fairly smooth for me, but not so for my
15-year-old cat, Ben.
The few cats on our old cul-de-sac were a
docile bunch and Ben held his position as “top
cat” with little effort. Imagine his distress when
he set out to explore Ganges Hill, only to find
almost every corner fiercely guarded by strong,
muscular island cats! The past few months,
Ben’s ego has literally been scratched down to
size. One nasty cut became an abscess, requiring antibiotics and a drainage tube. Now, he

only ventures out for short excursions while
I keep an ear cocked for violent encounters. I
would prefer to keep Ben in all day for his own
safety, but he’s a senior cat, set in his ways. He
cries all day by the door if he is denied a brief
outing.
We come to a mild, drizzly November morning last week. I let Ben out in my backyard. In
an effort to minimize his forays into “enemy
territory,” I had blocked all holes under the
fence into the neighbours’ property behind me.
The neighbours beside me had granted permission to do the same along their back fence,
but I missed a spot. That morning, Ben found
it. Deafening, tortuous wails and growls arose
from behind the back fence.
When a loved one is in danger, you don’t
think, you act. Within seconds, I was pushing
my way through my next-door neighbours’
cedar hedge, then hoisting myself up and over
the high fence. Ben was hunched and cowering,
backed into a corner by a huge, fierce, striped
tiger of a cat! My landing startled the snarling
brute, who raced away.
Ben ran under a lawn chair, still terrified.
I talked to him soothingly and was suddenly
aware of eyes watching. Safely behind sliding

doors, a grey cat was calmly watching the backyard drama.
It was then I realized I was trespassing dressed
in my flannel nightgown! As I moved the chair to
retrieve Ben, he dashed back through the hidden hole. There were instant and rapidly receding screeches on the other side of the fence.
Ben’s devilish aggressor had crossed under the
fence further along and had been waiting to
ambush him as he tried to return home!
I hoisted myself back onto the fence, only to
find it looked a lot trickier in this direction. The
ground sloped steeply down and it was quite
a drop. I tentatively lowered a slippered foot
onto a branch of the hedge. Almost instantly,
it gave way, and I began a sliding fall through
the hedge into my next-door neighbours’ garden, one hand grasping desperately at passing
cedar boughs while the other, for modesty’s
sake, frantically pulled down on the hem of my
nightgown. Fortunately, the landing was on soft
soil and I picked myself up, only slightly bruised
and muddied.
As for Ben, I am pleased to report that, with
support from his personal trainer, therapist,
and guru, he is expected to make a full physical,
emotional and spiritual recovery.

CALLING ALL SALT SPRING BUSINESSES...
GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL
by Michael O’Connor
TIP OF THE WEEK

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com 1.250.352.2936

The Sun entered Sagittarius under the complex light of the waning Moon on Nov 21st. This complexity can be
described as the difference between growing to maturity versus decline and disintegration. It sounds negative but is
simply the latter stages of a natural process. Yet, it remains a complex stage in the cycle that symbolizes the compost
pile, the making of fertilizer for the next cycle. Specifically, the Moon was in Virgo and conjunct the Lunar North Node.
Taken as a whole, the chart indicates a rather deep, introspective and philosophical theme. Given our rapidly changing
times, this theme fits well. This ingress of the Sun will serve to further activate Jupiter, the ruler of Sagittarius, which is
in Libra, the sign that emphasizes themes of balance, equality, fair representation and justice. As might be expected, this
will prove to be the most important theme in 2017 and, since it is a Universal 1-Year, will encompass the entire 9-year
cycle. The next New Moon occurs on November 29th. Not only will the current themes continue, they will increase.
However, there will be a definite twist. There will be more appeals and admonitions for ethical considerations and
peaceful actions. Demonstrations on the streets, for example, do serve their purposes, especially as long as they remain
non-violent. This cycle will present challenges to us all to respond that much more intelligently and guided by wisdom.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
........................................................................................................................
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
You are determined to achieve a new
level and quality of balance in your
life. This includes expanding your
social outreach. To achieve your
objectives, you may feel the need
to take a revolutionary approach.
Doing so implies a clean break from
existing rhythms and patterns in your
lifestyle.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Who has what you want and
need and how are you going to
meet your goals? These and other
such questions are on your mind.
An active search for answers is
indicated in the current planetary
alignment. A steady flow of change
both within and without in your world
continues. To think you might have
resisted it.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
An exciting creative cycle has begun.
It could simply manifest as an urge to
socialize and play. Yet deeper desires
are lingering as well. This could
prove to produce a complex weave of
emotions. Psychological and spiritual
themes of healing are likely. You want
answers and are determined to take
action to get some.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
A focus to consolidate things and
create more beauty close to home is
important now. This may well involve
relationships with or that include
family members. Knowing how to
best proceed may remain unclear.
You need answers, wise guidance
and tools and now. Patience may not
be your strong point these days.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
The Sun in Sagittarius is your cue
to dive into your creativity. You may
have a lot on the go or on your list.
Multi-tasking may work but the
danger of a collection of incompletes
is what you must focus to overcome.
All being well, you can have several
activities on the go and enjoy doing
the rounds.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
Financial ambitions, interests and
perhaps concerns are motivating
your focus. Getting centered and
preferring not to be distracted is a
priority. The time has come for a
new level of creative and strategic
thinking, planning and action. If fears
are blocking you, producing blocks
and procrastination, just begin then
persevere.
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
You are in a philosophical mood.
Stimulating new perceptions feels
important, even necessary. You
want to experience inner peace
and see beauty more fully again.
Circumstances have perhaps
produced blocks in this regard these
past months. Receptivity to new
knowledge will help.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Deciphering your worth and priorities
is now in focus. What are your
strengths and talents? How can you
best leverage these to get attention
and perhaps healthy returns? Your
confidence levels could be waving
a bit in this regard. You may have to
dig a little deeper into your cache of
faith and optimism.

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
The time has come to enter new
territory. Pioneering leads and
initiatives supported by inspirations
to meet new people are likely. Simply
gaining exposure to innovative
ideas could suffice. Yet, you want
to advance and or to explore your
options. Financial ambitions are part
of your motivation.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Stepping back to retreat and reflect
for a while is likely now and over the
coming weeks. Strategic thinking
and delegation are in alignment with
this pace. You may still get a lot done,
perhaps even more from this place of
calm centeredness. Decipher what
is working and what is not and adapt.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Reaching out to engage new people
and investigate prospects is likely
now. You are excited to explore what
else is possible. Yet, you may have
to confront some inner doubts. The
more deliberate and determined
you are to do so, the better. Review
beliefs, interpretations and selfconcepts to identify any limitations
in your own thinking process.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20
Taking new leads in your public and
professional life is important now.
This includes making key contacts
with friends and professional allies.
The more engaged you are with
others, the better. Doing so will
serve to support your focus. Be
accountable to your dreams and the
network of people you have chosen
to realize them.

Christmas Light-Up
DECORATING CONTEST
SATURDAY, DEC. 3

CATEGORIES:

PRIZES & RIBBONS
AWARDED:

• Best All Round
• Best Use of Lights
• Most Creative
• People’s Choice

First Place $100*
Second Place $75*
People’s Choice Award $150*

(In ad credits with the Driftwood)

Decorate your store or office, using your imagination & creativity - any way you like!
MERCHANTS: EMAIL OR FAX THIS ENTRY
TO THE DRIFTWOOD
Business:____________________________________________
Contact Name:_________________________________________
Contact Phone Number:____________________________________
Business address to be judged:________________________________
FAX TO THE DRIFTWOOD 250-537-2613 BY WEDNESDAY NOV. 3, NOON
OR EMAIL: driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

DROP THIS ENTRY AT THE DRIFTWOOD OFFICE BEFORE NOON ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
OR EMAIL YOUR PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD VOTE TO:

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Business Name:_____________________________________
Why did you choose this business?__________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD
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PLACE AN AD

DEADLINES

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily
YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

All ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com
Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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DEATHS

DEATHS

IN MEMORIAM

Christmas

Corner/Crafts

“Dee Dee” (Dorothy) Roberts

July 15, 1927 - Nov. 7, 2016
Dee Dee was born in Evenwood,
County Durham, England and passed
away peacefully (at the age of 89) in
Kaslo, BC, surrounded by love, with her
son and her daughter at her side.
Dee Dee is predeceased by her husband of 52 years, Doug
Roberts Sr.
She leaves behind: Son, Douglas Roberts of Kaslo, and
daughter, Dorothy Price of SSI; Her beloved grandchildren,
Genevieve, Heidi and Rebecca Price of SSI, and Rylan Mattas
of Nelson, BC; Four great-grandchildren, Easton and Charli
Dee McDougall of SSI, Grace and Cole Mattas of Nelson…
and one ‘on the way’ (Heidi).
Dee and Doug moved to Canada in 1957 with their
young children, Douglas and Dorothy. For much of her life,
Dee Dee was a grade 1 & 2 school teacher who was honoured
on numerous occasions for her creativity and devotion. She
loved children and children loved her.
She and Doug moved to SSI in 1987 and Dee Dee lived
here until 2011; then moving to Kaslo for her final years.
Dee was a people lover. She had many loving friends of all ages
on Salt Spring Island and in Kaslo. She will be remembered
for her optimism, her hugs and her smile. “Be happy” as Dee
Dee would say. She will be missed dearly by all.
*A celebration of her life will be held in the spring.

Hospice Ad

IF YOU HAVE AN
EVENT
FOR THE EVENTS
CALENDAR EMAIL:

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com

PERSONALS
MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com 18+

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

HOME
CAREEVENTS
SUPPORT
COMING

HOME
CAREEVENTS
SUPPORT
COMING

We are looking for a full time, live in Caregiver to
work with our family on Salt Spring Island. You will be
part of a 2 person team assisting in the care and nurture
of a teenage boy with disabilities. Duties will include all
aspects of running a household and providing complete
care for a young man with physical and intellectual
challenges. He is an active, friendly and outgoing
personality. He also has a great sense of humour.
Patience and a willingness to help in creative ways
are a must. The successful candidate will have a clean
and private space in the home and must be prepared to
assist occasionally at night after hours although this is
not frequent.
A driver’s license would be an asset although not
required. A vehicle is provided when needed.
This is a full time position but a 3.5 day work week
with longer work days. The schedule can be negotiated
and fine tuned with the other full time worker. He attends
school full time during the week when able.
This is a salaried position based on full time hours.
There is also time off to recharge your batteries!
An ability to work independently and make quality
decisions is a must.
A good working knowledge of healthy cooking and
nutrition is also required.
This position requires a high level of commitment and
accountability.
If this position sounds suitable for you please reply with
your resume and cover letter to tedvanbc@gmail.com or
call Kirk at 250-931-0298.

TRAVEL

BIANCA BARNES
July 28, 1925 - November 2, 2016

Bianca was ready, willing and waiting...to be reunited with
her beloved husband, Gordon Barnes, who predeceased her on
October 20th, 2013.
Bianca was born in Montreal on July 28, 1925, the daughter
of Albert and Elizabeth Kempton. She is survived by her
brother Richard Kempton of Los Angeles, nephews Alexander
Kempton of Los Angeles and Jeffrey Kempton of Green
Bay, Wisconsin and nieces Madeleine Carlson of Seattle and
Candace Stevenson of San Francisco.
When Bianca was very young her parents moved to New
York City, then to Los Angeles, where she attended public schools. Bianca worked as a
chauffeur for the United States Army in Santa Barbara during World War II. After the war
she was a free-lance artist in San Francisco. Bianca was a passionate, empathetic and feisty
woman who cared greatly about social justice. Her political activities contributed to her
eventual return to Canada after marrying Gordon Barnes in 1949. Bianca and Gordon
moved to Vancouver in 1954, where her husband enrolled in the School of Engineering
at the University of British Columbia, where she began her career as a graphic artist,
initially in the UBC Extension Department. Bianca and her husband moved to England
in 1959 with the intention of exploring the waters there, for the next five years, initially
in London, then in Leicester, where she worked as a commercial artist. They had a vision
of building a boat and sailing across the Pacific, returning to Vancouver with that purpose
in mind, in 1963. Bianca studied at the Vancouver School of Art while working at the
Province on their Spotlight Magazine for which she designed the cover pages. In 1969
Bianca began her long career as the graphic designer of the University Library at UBC.
She designed the publications, exhibits and signage of the library. She made a number of
short documentary films on subjects such as the Anthropology Museum and the Asian
Studies building at UBC, and a film on clear-cut logging in British Columbia. Bianca
was a lover of nature; she enjoyed hiking, camping and sailing alongside Gordon. She
adored animals and birds and had an acute appreciative and celebratory eye for beauty in
unusual things and places.
Upon their retirement in 1989 Gordon and Bianca moved to Salt Spring Island, living
in their beautiful home on Fulford-Ganges Road, where they continued to work on their
boat, the “Adriana”, that they had been building since 1969. The odyssey of their labour
was celebrated by the publication of their book, “Real-Time Boatbuilding”, that came
out in 2009. In 2011 they chose Meadowbrook Seniors Residence as their new home.
Bianca will be greatly remembered and missed by the many people who knew and
cherished her friendship and her unique take on a life that she generously shared with
others.
The family wishes to give a heartfelt thank you to Director Maureen O’Brien, the staff
and her many friends at Meadowbrook, Dr. Ronald Reznick and his staff, the nurses and
staff at Lady Minto Hospital, and to the many dear friends and caregivers who so lovingly
and joyfully supported and cared for Bianca.
In respect of Bianca’s wishes no service will be held. You may enjoy a comforting visit
to the Salt Spring Island Public Library; to sit upon the memorial bench that Bianca had
lovingly bequeathed with an inscription in memory of Gordon.
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EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

TIMESHARE

HELP WANTED

CANCEL
YOUR
TIMESHARE. NO Risk Program
STOP Mortgage and Maintenance
Payments Today.
100%
Money Back Guarantee. FREE Consultation. Call
Us NOW. We Can Help! 1888-356-5248

WORK settings: Employers home
Location: British Columbia Position:
Child caregiver-private home Job
duties: Child care, meal preparation, light housekeeping, cleaning
duties travel with family on trip and
assist with child supervision Terms
of employment: Permanent, Full
time work Wages: $11.25/Hour Apply: by email - froberts@zarpac.com Credentials: CPR Certiﬁcate,
First
Aid
Certiﬁcate,
Caregiving Course Work Experience: 2-3 years minimum

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION
EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
TRAINING
Online-based 43 wk program
incls 8 wk practicum. Regulated Pharmacy Technicians
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals
& $20-$27/hr in community
pharmacies. Accredited by
the Canadian Council for the
Accreditation of Pharmacy
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 20
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

GET FREE VENDING MACHINES.
Can Earn $100,000.00 + Per Year.
All Cash - Locations Provided.
Protected Territories. Interest Free
Financing. Full Details CALL NOW
1-866-668-6629. Website:
WWW.TCVEND.COM

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available.
Get online training you need from
an employer-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your workat-home career today!
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PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

INFORMATION

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

DRAFTING & DESIGN

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

Volunteers wanted to serve as members of various Commissions

Galiano Island Activity Centre
Salt Spring Transportation Commission – includes 8
1290 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC
members of the public, plus the CRD Director for Salt

• 10” Contractors Table Saw
• 14” King Bandsaw
• Antique Treadle Sewing Machine in
Cabinet (dated 1884)
• Small Oak Furniture: Tables, Benches,
Mariner Chests and more

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Notice of

1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
FUEL/FIREWOOD
HONEST OL’S

emailSpring
at ttanton@crd.bc.ca.
Salt
Community Economic Development
Commission – includes 7-9 members of the public,
plus the CRD Director for Salt Spring. The Commission
works cooperatively with adjacent local governments on
economic development projects.

FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

Please submit your letter of interest and background
information no later than December 2, 2016 to:
CRD Electoral Area office
145 Vesuvius Bay Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8k 1K3
or by email to: saltspring@crd.bc.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

PAUL’S FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

BUSINESS SERVICES

Capital Regional District
IN GETTING
NoticeINTERESTED
of

INVOLVED??
Annual General
Meeting
Volunteers are wanted to fill vacancies for 2017 on several
Sticks Water
Allison
Water
Local
and Sewer Service Commissions
Service Committee
Terms are for two years, starting January 1 each year.

Saturday,
August 27,
2011service
at 10 a.m.
The Commissions
include
area members who are
Galiano
Island
Activity
appointed
by the
CRD Centre
Board, plus the Regional Director
and
are
supported
by
local
CRD
Staff.
1290 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

These Commissions advise and make recommendations
Property
Owners and Residents of the Sticks Allison
regarding the supply, treatment, storage and distribution
Water
Local
arethe
Invited
andareas.
Encouraged
of water
and Service
or sewerArea
within
service
to Attend.

The current vacant positions are open to a resident or

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and
berry seedlings delivered.
Order online at www.treetime.ca or call 1-866-8733846. New growth guaranteed.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - Cut
lumber any dimension. In stock
ready to ship. FREE Info &
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/400OT
1-800-566-6899
Ext:400OT.

31, 2018.

Ganges Sewer Local Service Commission
Cedars of Tuam Water Service Commission
Highland Water and Sewer Local Service Commission
Liquid Waste Disposal Local Service Commission
Please submit your letter of interest and background
information no later than December 2, 2016 to:

TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION

TRUCKS AND VANS

TRUCKS AND VANS

Why not stop by
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices
$5 Avalanche
and up. LTZ
2008
Chevrolet
• 5.3L engine with
Active ONLY
• Lighted box with bed liner
CASH
Fuel Management and
• Trailer brake controller
• Tow hooks
• Fog lights
• Aluminum rims with tire
pressure monitors
• Air-ride suspension
• Power folding mirrors
• Rear seat radio
• Factory remote start

FULLY LOADED. Priced to sell. $11,900
Call 250-526-2626

Hay for sale: Summit Ranch
Hay and cattle hauling, selection of good quality hay for
sale. Large round bales. Call
Ray
250-567-8476
Vanderhoof

property
owner call
within
service
area. The termorforbythe
For
information
Timthe
Tanton
at 250.474.9611
currentatpositions,
runs from January 2017 to December
email
ttanton@crd.bc.ca.

ACREAGE

Phone 537-4448 for more information

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

WANTED TO RENT
SINGLE SENIOR FEMALE
Non smoking, No pets, Tidy.
Good refs. 250 537 1507

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

REAL ESTATE

CRD Electoral Area office
145 Vesuvius Bay Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8k 1K3
or by email to: saltspring@crd.bc.ca

HOMES FOR RENT
Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

Need Packing Paper?
CLASSIFIED
AD
DEADLINE:
Puppy
Paper?
MONDAY 4PM
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

E85 ﬂex fuel capability
• Leather 6-way power
heated seats
• Back up sensors
• Adjustable brake and gas
pedals
• Auto adjust windshield
wipers
• Hard top tonneau cover

DENIED
Canada
Pension
Plan disability benefits? Under
65 and want to apply for CPP
disability benefits? Disability
Claims Advocacy Clinic can
help.
Call
1-877-793-3222
www.dcac.ca

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

550 SF office/studio for lease,
Merchant Mews. Was radio station. Lots of light, wood paneling, bthrm. Richard (in Victoria):
250-380-1669.

For more info or to view - please call
Peter after 6pm - 250 537-1212

Spring. The Commission serves in an advisory role to the
Property Owners and Residents of the Sticks Allison
CRD and to BC Transit on matters related to the transit
Water Local
Area are Invited
Encouraged
service
and toService
transportation
related and
community
needs
to Attend.
and
projects. On transit matters, the Commission advises
on bus service funding, schedules, routes and other
For information
call Tim Tanton at 250.474.9611 or by
details
of the service.

Phone 537-4448 for more information

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

For Sale

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED??

serves in an advisory role to the CRD and is responsible for
the establishment, ongoing operation and maintenance of
Saturday,community
August 27,parks,
2011 trails
at 10and
a.m.recreation services.
facilities,

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

Capital Regional District

Annual
General Meeting
Terms are for two years, starting January 1 each year.
Sticks Allison Water Local
Salt Spring Island PARC - includes 8 members of the
Service
public,
plus theCommittee
CRD Director for Salt Spring. The PARC

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION!
Humboldt County Nevada. 80
acre parcels only $ 200/acre!
Great for investment, farm &
recreational use.
Limited availability! Call Earl
949-632-7066.
wwwcheapruralproperty.com

Run it for 3
months! $34.99
Run your classified ad
in the Driftwood & the Extra
for 3 months!

CALL NOW 250-537-9933

Why not stop by
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.
CASH ONLY

Your private party (merchandise
only) 3 line classified ad will run
in our next 3 insertions. If you
need to modify the ad or run it
again, just call us and we’ll run
it again for another
3 insertions.
Extra lines are $1.50/line.
Gulf Islands
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sports&recreation
recreation

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

MEN’S SOCCER

Tweddle tactics turn the tide for Old Boys facing Sooke
Team gobsmacked by
three-game home
winning streak
BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

A week is a long time in football, so
the “prawn sandwich” brigade returned
to Portlock Park after missing last
week’s victory in the downpour.
The elements seemed favourable
for the fixture with FC Sooke with the
return of Martin Thorn and the “eerste
verschijning” of our new Dutch signing
Wade ter Heide from Saskatchewan. A
flatlander in both senses! Welkom!
Manager Graham Tweddle was confident and secure in his position after
signing a four-year extension to his
contract, matching fellow “smoggie”
and England manager Gareth Southgate.
Tweddle sent the lads out to continue honing their skills in his winning
tactical formation. The dark clouds
began to gather over Mount Erskine.
With “fake news” and “post truth”
comments directed at the press box, I
was well aware of criticism from some
quarters that the Old Boys’ reports may
on occasion stray from the strict letter of the action on the field of play.
Trump’s media influence works in mysterious ways.
The Old Boys started with the same
élan of the last game and laid siege to
Sooke’s penalty area. A close header
by Charley Mayer from a corner gave
a hint of Old Boys potential. Mike
McCormick latched onto a through ball
to see the keeper make a save that kept
the score board operators idle.

Still, this all-out Old Boys attack
employing a high line augured well.
Then Tweddle trapped the ball, measured the angle, delivered a shot —
over the bar.
Would the Old Boys rue their missed
chances? The first Sooke foray into
Old Boys territory saw a kick taken 35
metres out from the goal. Pained but
knowing looks were exchanged in the
stands: was this familiar scenario a
prophecy?
The Old Boys fell behind to a dipping free kick that goalkeeper Dennis Shaw was confident of saving and
only jumped when he heard the fateful
sound of the ball hitting the netting of
the “old onion bag.”

Then a Tweddle shot once
again defied the laws of
soccer, handily clearing
the crossbar to the cries of
“What a load of old rubbish!”
In times past this 1-0 deficit may
have signalled a downward spiral, but
not for these intrepid boys, who are
made of sterner stuff. An immediate
response saw Dave Toynbee level the
score with fine leads play from the
midfield trio, or whatever players were
within the vicinity. McCormick rampaged down the wing and crossed for
the ball to be rammed home by Toynbee, who appeared to disbelieve the
Sooke defenders’ clearance off the goal
line! Almost immediately after that, a

D.W. Salty
D.W. Salty
is looking for material
is looking
Readers, you guessed it. A corner kick to Sooke. I
Mark Aston pass gave McCormick
the for material
for journalist
his column,
turned
to
a
fellow
visiting
and opined,
opportunity to score for a 2-1
lead.
for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

“Old Boys’ nemesis is the corner kick. A sure certain
The field was in fine condition congoal!”
sidering the amount of precipitation
Sooke cut the lead to 3-2.
that has fallen in November, but several
Doug Fraser, determined to make a final exclamadivots were churned up by the speed of
tion in his last game before departing for Klemtu,
the action. Jono McDonald provided
surged up the left wing and made a fine cross, which
an anecdote of his playing career about
saw Tweddle do the sliding knee-high duck dummy
how both teams would line up at the
header he is renowned for. This confused the Sooke
end of the game, picking up the divots
defence, but not Alonso on the far post, who chipped
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Trails forum works on assessment
Linkage identified as key priority
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A dedicated group of islanders got down to work
with Capital Regional District staff and consultants
over two nights last week to help devise a fair assessment tool for trail development proposals on Salt
Spring.
Some 35 people came out over the course of two
evening sessions held on Nov. 14 and 16, with workshopping led by Jean Porteous of Fraser Simpson
Consulting Ltd. During the first evening, participants brainstormed about the qualities they felt were
important to consider when assessing a potential
trail. Porteous then sifted the ideas into themes and
created a table to assign points to 16 different criteria
and thereby facilitate project ranking.
“The purpose is to develop a tool the CRD can
use going forward to analyze prospects,” Porteous
explained. “We have a lot of people coming forward
with trail ideas — this will get something down on
paper.”
Those participants who came back Wednesday
night had the opportunity to test the new tool using
13 projects currently on the Trails Advisory Committee’s priority list. The group makes recommendations
to the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission,

which has budgeted $30,000 per year toward trail
development projects in its current five-year plan.
A key idea to emerge from the ranking exercise
was new trails that can link to existing ones and
help create an expanded network may be considered some of the most valuable for pursuing. Such
systems would benefit Salt Spring residents and
potentially attract visitors who favour active transportation.
Trails advisory committee member Philip Grange
noted some trail prospects that would connect
Ganges with Mount Belcher and Mount Erskine
could encourage a European-style mode of travel,
in which people hike between different bed and
breakfasts.
“They could arrive by airplane or even boat and
then walk from there. It would be very low impact
tourism,” he said.
Other vectors considered for ranking projects
included connection to other attractions such as
regional or provincial parks, great views or water
access, as well as capital and maintenance costs and
difficulty of acquisition. Many of PARC’s trail projects
are located on right-of-ways dedicated through the
subdivision process, and not all of these are in places
easy to develop. Other projects have two or more legs
in place but would need an acquisition or negotiation
to bridge a “gap” in connectivity.
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Activities provided by

...with the help
from some
amazing elves,
will have activities
and hot chocolate
set up for the kids.

SATURDAY DEC. 3

SATURDAY DEC. 3

1:00 pm
SANTA ARRIVES

1:15-3:30pm
PHOTOS WITH
SANTA AT
Salt Spring Island
Public Library

Welcome Santa as he ﬂies
into Ganges Harbour with
Salt Spring Air.
Children can greet Santa
on the
Ganges ﬂoat plane dock.

Santa will ride to
Salt Spring Public Library
in a Salt Spring Island Fire
Rescue truck, where he will
spend the next two hours
posing for photos taken by
the Driftwood.
The following week
Apple Photo will have the
developed pictures
ready to be picked up!

KIDS ACTIVITIES:

• arts & crafts for young & old
• ornament making
• hot chocolate
• mandarin oranges &
candy canes
Please bring a non-perishable
food item or a donation for the Food Bank
SPONSORED BY:

DgiM
SALT SPRING AIR

This great event could not happen without the support of all of you, so thank you all!
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Photos
with Santa
Saturday,
Dec. 3

