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ALC
rejects
baseball
ﬁelds
Future options
limited, says PARC
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Gulf Islands rep may have
contributed ‘loonie luck’
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The union representative for public school
teachers in School District 64 likes to think the
Gulf Islands may have had a small part to do with
a Supreme Court decision that’s got members of
the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation celebrating.
While attending the recent Teachers Institute on
Canadian Parliamentary Democracy in Ottawa,
Deborah Nostdal planted a “lucky loonie” on the
lawn in front of the building that houses Canada’s
highest court. Within days, Nostdal learned the
court had voted 7-2 in favour of the BCTF, reversing nearly 15 years of cutbacks and underfunding imposed under the watch of former Liberal
Premier Gordon Campbell and past Minister of
Education Christy Clark.
“I was kind of stunned,” Nostdal said of the Nov.
10 decision. “We were pretty certain that we would
win, but we’ve had some bad surprises.”
The epic legal battle pitted the BCTF against the
Province of British Columbia in a ﬁght to restore
class-size commitments, support for special-needs
students and the number of specialist teachers
employed in school districts across the province.

SUPREME COURT continued on 2
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SOLEMN MARCH: Bill McKenzie leads the Remembrance Day parade in Ganges, followed
by Salt Spring Pipes and Drums members and other participants. For more Remembrance Day
photos, see page 4 and the Driftwood’s Facebook page.

B.C.’s Agricultural Land Commission has put an end to dreams
of a new sports ﬁeld complex by
denying non-farm use of the
15-acre property at 181 Brinkworthy Rd.
The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission received
a letter Tuesday stating an ALC
panel had denied its application
to build baseball fields on land
located within the Agricultural
Land Reserve.
Capital Regional District staff
will present the news officially
at the parks commission’s next
meeting on Monday night. Parks
manager Dan Ovington said they
will try to include some options
for moving forward, although it’s
not clear what those might be.
“It is [disappointing], but this is
the process and this is where we
are,” he said. “So we just need to
take a step back, but I don’t know
where we can go from there.”
The decision acknowledges the
applicant’s long and unsuccessful
search for potential properties,
which dates back over 20 years.
But it also notes the proposed site
is “capable of producing a wide
range of crops” with no “major
difﬁculties in management.”

BRINKWORTHY continued on 5
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Zen Master Wolfgang says: “It is better to walk into a room full of people and wonder
whether you like any of them than to wonder whether any of them like you.”
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No immediate changes to classrooms
SUPREME COURT
continued from 1
Nostdal said it will probably
take many months to determine what the decision’s implication means for students, staff
and parents in School District
64. In the meantime, she’s confident to know the Supreme
Court has defended the legitimacy of the teachers’ union
contract.
“This was about how stripping people’s collective agreements was unconstitutional
and how the provincial government was bargaining in bad
faith,” she said. “Those are big
issues, and they have ramifications for people who have collective agreements across the
country.”
According to BCTF president
Glen Hansman, the decision
will have a huge impact on the
lives of teachers and students in
the public system. Preliminary
estimates predict the province

will need to pay between $250
and $300 million to make up
the shortfall and meet its commitments. The decision could
see thousands of teachers hired
and more classroom space created to meet class-size and
composition rules.
The decision means students, parents and school staff
can expect to see a return to
pre-2002 class sizes, a time
when the union had the equivalent of 3,500 additional fulltime positions, Hansman told
the media following last week’s
decision.
“This is an incredible feeling,” he said in a video released
by the BCTF after the decision.
“We definitely weren’t expecting a decision this soon. It’s an
extreme feeling of joy and happiness.”
Speaking from Mayne Island
earlier this week, Gulf Islands
School District chair May McKenzie said the court decision
signals a new start to bargain-

ing between the province and
BCTF to determine language
for class size and composition.
“The ruling does not say
that the old language is retroactive, nor were any damages
ordered,” McKenzie wrote.
“What is most important to
know is there will be no abrupt
changes to our classrooms in
the immediate future.”
School District 64 superintendent Lisa Halstead was
out of the office this week and
unavailable to comment.
Doug Livingston, the district’s director of instruction,
said school districts will need
to wait for further word from
the province before any action
is taken locally.
“At this stage, we don’t have
enough information to assess
how things might look going
forward,” he said.
The Supreme Court of Canada is expected to release more
detailed reasons for the judgement this week.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Capital Regional District

CRD invites islanders to solid waste forum
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provide the services described in Appendix “A”.

Driftwood

The CRD provides small craft harbours (docks) at 11
locations in the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz
Bay. These harbours provide a vital link to island
community residents and visitors by providing
moorage, access points for supplies and mail
delivery as well as for water taxies.

The remuneration level for wharfingers is set under
CRD Bylaw No. 2844 for the Southern Gulf Islands
therefore, the criteria in the evaluation process will
not include a financial component. The deadline for
submissions is November 30, 2016 at 3pm.
For more information please go to
www.crd.bc.ca/business/opportunities.
Kevin Evans
Purchaser, Integrated Water Services
Capital Regional District
Tel: 250.474.9674
Email: kevans@crd.bc.ca
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Though officially billed as an information session, Salt Spring’s CRD
director is hoping the information will
flow two ways during the event, which
is set to begin at 4 p.m. at Community
Gospel Chapel.
“It’s not intended to be just a data
dump, but to get some input from the
community at the same time,” Wayne
McIntyre said.
The presentation portion of the session will include senior staff from the
Salt Spring and Victoria offices. Topics
will include the greater organization’s
mandate and strategic plan — which
has identified waste management as
a key priority, along with action on
climate change. Other topics address
solid waste management within the
region, the roles and responsibilities
of various regional and island bodies,
recycling and composting programs,
and the potential for resource recovery.

Resource recovery, including integrated resource management, is another topic on the table. In 2008, a study
for the Ministry of Community Services
(now Ministry of Community, Sport and
Cultural Development) concluded the
IRM concept for integrating solid and
liquid waste management planning and
infrastructure would provide the best
results. As well, it was thought such
planning could help “capture energy,
generate needed revenue and reduce
the carbon footprint.”
McIntyre explained this conclusion
is now being questioned, and something called “optimal resource management” might be a better solution
than integration.
Recycling and composting are two
practices many islanders are familiar
with, but more work needs to be done
in both cases, McIntyre said. Residual
management would involve reusing
items that are often discarded — for

C O M M U N I T Y
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Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association
president Deborah Nostdal, left, meets
up with MP Elizabeth May during an
educational event in Ottawa earlier
this month. While there, Nostdal put a
“lucky loonie” in the lawn in front of the
Supreme Court building where the BCTF’s
successful appeal was heard.
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example, the lumber used for concrete
framing at construction sites.
“There’s not enough of this kind of
recycling on Salt Spring,” McIntyre
said.
A good model for re-circulating such
items, McIntyre said, is Habitat for
Humanity’s ReStore Victoria. New and
used furniture, large and small appliances, household goods and building
materials are donated by homeowners,
contractors, retailers and manufacturers. These are then sold at the outlet for
a discounted price, with all proceeds
directed towards building homes for
local families living in need.
The CRD’s ban against food scraps
at the Hartland landfill has brought up
questions about whether a community composting station could be established on Salt Spring. McIntyre noted
siting, zoning, other regulations and
odor complaints are significant issues
that have plagued facilities in other
communities. As a more manageable
starting point, he’d like to see a program
where rebates are offered to people who
purchase backyard composters, similar
to the ones offered for low-flush toilets.
Potential business opportunities
associated with waste management is
also on the agenda. McIntyre said some
specific ideas for this will be presented.
Anyone who would like to attend the
session is asked to RSVP to saltspring@
crd.bc.ca by Monday, Nov. 21.
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Heads up!

Final Incorporation Study Open House:
Sunday, NOVEMBER 20
SSI Middle School gym, 1 to 4:30 p.m.

HOMELESSNESS

Artist’s legacy inspires homeless support initiative
Fundraising underway
for Norm’s Place
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

When Salt Spring’s Artists from
the Fringe present their work for
three weeks in December at this
year’s Wintercraft event at Mahon
Hall, buyers can rest assured that
a portion of the sales will go to a
cause that keeps on giving.
Participants, many of whom are
from the island’s homeless community, will donate part of their
earnings from the show to a newly
launched campaign for a full-time
shelter on the island.
The idea for Norm’s Place came
about at a brainstorming session
among Artists from the Fringe
members led by project coordinator Lynne Johnson.
It was after the group’s inaugural
July exhibition that Johnson found
herself with a handful of money
from the sale of works created by the
late Norm Noganosh. Noganosh, a
First Nations man originally from
Ontario, lived outdoors for much

of his time on Salt Spring, before he
died earlier this year.
It took Johnson three months
of internet sleuthing and multiple
answering-machine messages to
reach Noganosh’s sister and ask
her what the family wanted to do
with the funds.
Members of the art group had
considered building a memorial
bench, planting a tree or starting a
fund to build a year-round homeless shelter.
“I gave them the three options,
and the family said they want the
money to go to Norm’s Place,”
Johnson said in a interview last
week.
Having accomplished her mission to find a use for the money,
Johnson found herself in possession just under $150 and a massive
task ahead of her.
“Now what?” she recalled asking
herself.
Further research revealed the
best way to work toward the shelter
goal was to create a fund through
the Salt Spring Island Foundation.
Over time, contributions dedicated to the shelter plan can earn

interest alongside other dedicated
SSIF investments. The only catch,
Johnson soon discovered, was that
each investment fund requires a
minimum deposit of $5,000.
Members of the art collective
didn’t hesitate for a moment when
Johnson returned with the news.
They readily agreed to donate a
discretionary portion of any
money raised at their December
show to help start the fund.
“Everybody wanted to, nobody
was against it,” she said. “I thought
it was just unbelievable. It’s a wonderful gift, and what they’re doing
is just terrific.”
Johnson hopes other community members will also feel inclined
to donate toward the group’s
$5,000 target, which will initiate
further plans to create Norm’s
Place.
Artists from the Fringe was
launched in 2015 to offer members
of Salt Spring’s homeless community an opportunity to create arts
and crafts in a controlled and supportive environment. The group
has grown steadily since its inception and many islanders attended

Photo by Mike Krayenhoff

Norm Nogonosh in an Unseen
Salt Spring calendar photograph
taken a few years ago. Nogonosh
art sale proceeds have kicked off a
campaign to raise funds for a yearround homeless shelter.
the collective’s first show at the
Salt Spring Public Library Program
Room in July.
Many of the group’s members

live outdoors, on vessels in Ganges
Harbour or shift between whatever
affordable accommodation they
can find. Although many use the
overnight homeless shelter offered
by the Salt Spring Community Services Society between November
and March, the island’s homeless
population has no dedicated yearround solution.
Johnson acknowledges the
vision for Norm’s Place remains in
its infancy, but the group plans to
open an account at Island Savings
to work toward its initial $5,000
goal. Once an account is established with the Salt Spring Island
Foundation, she said, supporters
from various organizations on the
island will begin to seek further
funding and develop a vision for a
facility that Noganosh would have
been happy to call home.
The Artists from the Fringe
exhibition and sale at Wintercraft
begins with an opening reception
on Dec. 1 between 4 and 6 p.m. at
Mahon Hall. Further information
about the show and/or the Norm’s
Place campaign is available from
Johnson at lejo@shaw.ca.
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Holiday Season!
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Part of Remembrance Day on Salt Spring are Nancy Holcroft and Keith Lavender bringing wreaths to the cenotaph at Centennial Park, and Salt
Spring RCMP officers in their red serge. See more photos on the Driftwood’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.

I will help you design
your dream home

Dennis Maguire
Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

website:

www.dmarchitect.ca

BUSINESS

Harbour House Hotel sale completes
Experienced inn operators
make purchase

The Harbour House Hotel finally has
new owners with a sales deal having
closed on Nov. 10.

Rob Scheres, a longtime employee of
the previous owners, said the hotel was
purchased by a family that owns the Athabasca Valley Inn and Suites in Hinton. The
deal includes the hotel and three-plus acre
commercial property but not the 12-acre
farm or adjoining five-acre parcel with a

house.
The Harbour House Hotel and surrounding lands were acquired by Jack and
Glenda Woodward in 2004. The hotel had
been for sale for the past few years.
The new owners could not be reached
for comment.

INCORPORATION STUDY

Final incorporation events set
Recommendation
anticipated on
Monday afternoon
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Volunteer members of
the island’s Incorporation
Study Committee anticipate
approving their final recommendation to the provincial
government on whether or
not to hold a local governance
referendum by Monday afternoon.
The public meeting, which
gets underway at 3 p.m. at the
Harbour House Hotel, will
be the group’s 25th and final
meeting in what’s turned into
a nearly two-year journey to
oversee creation of a report
that could determine the
island’s political fate.
Monday’s public meeting
will follow the third and final
public town hall session on
Sunday afternoon at the Salt
Spring Island Middle School
for islanders to discuss findings presented in the final
incorporation report.
Mark Aston, chair of the
Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee, said
the group has tried to host

the public meetings at various times to accommodate as
many people as possible.
Several hundred people
have already attended two
meetings on Nov. 7 and 8 in
Ganges and Fulford. Aston
said he was reassured to see
many new faces at the Fulford
session.

“We’ve got some
slight udpates,
but things aren’t
going to be any
different.”
MARK ASTON
Chair, SSIISC
“Of course we had some
people with different opinions, but it was very respectful,” he said. “There have
been lots of questions and
comments.”
The final version of the Salt
Spring Incorporation Study
Final Report can be downloaded at www.ssiincorporationstudy.com or viewed
at Salt Spring Island Public
Library. Hard copies are available for a fee at Apple Photo.

The format of Sunday
afternoon’s session at the
Middle School will follow
that used in previous meetings. Doors open at 1 p.m.,
giving participants an hour
to view information boards
and speak with committee
members and consultants
one-on-one. A 30-minute
presentation that outlines
the study’s salient points
starts at 2 p.m., followed
by a question-and-answer
period.
“We’ve got some slight
updates, but things aren’t
going to be any different,”
Aston said.
Sunday’s meeting will
be the final chance for Salt
Springers to have their say
and ask questions publicly
about the incorporation
report.
The province’s Ministry
of Community, Sport and
Cultural Development will
consider the SSIISC’s recommendation when determining whether to give
islanders an opportunity
to vote in a referendum on
local governance. A spokesperson from the ministry has said a referendum
could be held early in the
new year.
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Decision pleases agriculture groups
BRINKWORTHY
continued from 1
“While the panel appreciates that the CRD
has conducted an analysis of other potential
lands for the proposal, the panel is not convinced that the proposed recreational uses
supersede the priority use of prime agricultural land for farm purposes,” the decision
reads.
The application was strongly opposed by
representatives of the island’s agricultural
organizations, including the Trust’s Agricultural Advisory Planning Commission. The

LTC voted July 14 to send the application on
to the ALC, but stated it wished to see greater
benefit to local farming through the establishment of a minimum one-hectare farm as
part of the development.
The ALC decision cites considerable negative correspondence received on the application, concluding “the panel is reluctant
to consider allowing the sports fields at the
expense of prime agricultural land with an
apparent lack of support from the community.”
“It was definitely the right decision,” said
Anne Macey, a spokesperson for Island Nat-

ural Growers. “Land in the ALR is intended
for agriculture, and it is the role of the ALC to
protect it. So the agricultural community is
very pleased.”
Residents of the neighbouring Brinkworthy Estates seniors housing development
had also opposed the proposal.
“It is a beautiful piece of land, it’s beautiful
for farmland, and I think there’s an opportunity here of significant proportions to create
something that is really good for the land
and good for the community, and I hope that
can happen now,” said Brinkworthy resident
Samantha Sanderson.

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
News
Updates http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
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for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
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• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9
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Alternate water supply explored
Multi-agency session held
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Saanich North and the Islands
MLA Gary Holman brought together
a wide representation of local government officials and island organizations on Nov. 7 to explore ways
affordable housing projects might
move forward without connection
to the North Salt Spring Waterworks
District.
Affordable housing consultant
Janis Gauthier said the session was
both positive and timely.
“I thought it was excellent. Every
agency that has a say, that is somehow involved, was at the same table.
It really brought to light that there are
viable alternatives — we don’t necessarily have to halt affordable housing
projects, as has happened,” Gauthier
said. “I really walked away feeling we
can solve this thing.”
NSSWD announced a moratorium on new connections in 2014
following a study of water supply
and demand and climate change
assessment of St. Mary and Maxwell
lakes. In June 2015, the moratorium
was extended until a weir on St. Mary
Lake is raised.
This stalled the Capital Regional
District’s affordable housing project
on Drake Road and called into question how other planned projects by
Island Women Against Violence and
other groups would be possible. (A
Salt Spring Community Services
project near Drake Road was not

affected by the moratorium since
it will make use of an existing connection.)
Meeting participants included staff and elected officials from
NSSWD, the Islands Trust, the Capital Regional District, the Salt Spring
Water Council, the Salt Spring Island
Watershed Protection Authority,
construction contractors, affordable
housing proponents and geologist
Hugh Greenwood.
Discussion centred on whether a
combination of conservation, rainwater catchment and wells could
replace a NSSWD connection for
housing developments. The consensus was this strategy could meet
the CRD’s Drake Road project needs
(depending on sufficient groundwater), as long as a separate utility located within the water district’s geographic territory could be created.
NSSWD indicated it is not opposed
to such a plan, since water would not
be drawn off from either of its two
watersheds.
“Fundamentally it’s a well they’re
going to dig. The system won’t be
impacted by that,” said NSSWD
chair Marshall Heinekey.
Islands Trust trustee Peter Grove
said he left the meeting feeling quite
optimistic.
“I felt for the first time that maybe
we’re breaking the dam that’s been
getting in the way of rainwater catchment,” Grove said.
“The problem with Drake Road
has been with establishing a water
utility within the NSSWD. That has

been a problem that Gary [Holman]
seems optimistic could be overcome.”
Such a utility could be operated
by the CRD or privately operated by
a strata corporation or non-profit
organization. Establishment would
have to be approved by the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations and meet regulations such as B.C.’s new Water
Sustainability Act and Island Health
parameters.
Gauthier said there is good reason
to start the process as soon as possible, since the government of B.C.
recently announced unprecedented
grant money of close to $1 billion for
affordable housing projects, while
the CRD and the federal government
also have new funds available.
“I’ve never seen anything like it,”
Gauthier said. “But if we don’t resolve
this quickly, Salt Spring is going to
miss out on this opportunity.”
She explained some of the grants
include seed money and preliminary
project funds, which could include
alternative water supply studies.
Without at least a plan for water,
though, agencies won’t likely invest
in those applications. And once gone
it’s not known whether such grants
will be offered again.
“All of us need to work collaboratively on this issue,” Grove said.
“SSWIPA is also doing an excellent
job bringing all the agencies together. With a new approach, I think
we’re well on our way to solving this
issue.”

EDUCATION

SUBMITTED BY THE SALT SPRING FORUM
Elon Musk intends to colonize Mars. The
founder of Tesla, Solar City and SpaceX builds
great machines, but it’s not clear that he’s
worked through all the philosophical, political and legal implications of inter-planetary
travel.
Sixteen students from the University of British Columbia have decided to help Musk out
by writing research reports on some of the
great challenges facing humanity on the “final
frontier.”
On Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 19 and 20,
the students will present drafts of their reports
at a public workshop at Gulf Islands Secondary School. Salt Spring community members
are warmly invited to attend and, if they wish,

provide constructive criticism and comment.
Attendees may come and leave the workshop
as they choose. It runs from 2 to 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Titles of the reports include Imminent Arrival: Are We Prepared for Alien Intelligence?,
Sovereignty on Mars, and Just Nuke It: The
Implications of Terraforming on Mars. Other
reports address more immediate issues, such
as How to Mine an Asteroid: Regulating Private
Enterprises in Space and Space Tourists: Reckless Thrill Seekers or Insurable Adventurers?
Space experts from UBC and the University of Toronto will be present at the workshop,
providing input for the students and helping to
answer questions from the audience.
Musk will receive the final papers.
Admission is by donation and the event is
organized by the Salt Spring Forum.
For the full schedule, see the forum website
at www.saltspringforum.ca.
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Re: Consideration of Local School
Calendar Option for 2017/2018

UBC students tackle Musk
Public welcome to attend
presentation of papers at GISS
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The School Calendar Form provided by the Ministry is required to be submitted by each
district in the province to the Ministry no later than March 31, 2017.
To accommodate these changes, the following Notice of Motion was presented at the
September 14, 2016 Board of Education Public meeting:
“It was moved that the Board of Education adopts a Local School Calendar
for the 2017/2018 school year that reduces the number of days in session by
approximately 25 to 30 resulting in a four-day school week. The instructional time
from these days will be added to the remaining days of instruction. The resulting
savings will allow the district to preserve programs and options for our students.
The motion will be tabled at the regular Public Board meeting on March 8, 2017.”
Submissions may be made to the Board until February 1, 2017.
Opportunities to provide feedback include:
•

Email through: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input;

•

Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of Education, through
Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;

•

Public Meeting of the Board of Education – March 8, 2017 at Fulford Community
Elementary School at 1:00 p.m.

The calendar template to be considered for the 2017/2018 school year can be viewed
at: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input.
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2016 CCNA Awards
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island) | Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 BCYCNA Awards
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Strike three,
now what?

T

he Agricultural Land
Commission’s rejection of the Salt Spring
Parks and Recreation
baseball fields plan will strike
many as a stinging loss, yet
it’s important to acknowledge
we’ve experienced this kind of
curveball before.

Previous parks commissions have pondered similar
proposals to address Salt Spring’s playing fields deficit
by suggesting possible sites next to Fernwood Elementary School and near Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park.
Both reached an impasse because of a lack of public
support, failed funding requests and logistical complications.
The latest proposal
stirred passionate arguments from both sides of
ALC parkland
the debate over the past
decision
year. In one corner were
parents of youngsters
looking for adequate playGroups must
ing fields and recreation
progress together opportunities. Standing
opposite were some irate
seniors from the Brinkworthy community who worried
about what might happen to the tranquillity of their
neighbourhood when PARC moved in next door. Alongside were farmers and food-security proponents from
across the island who perceived the project as an attack
on the island’s dwindling supply of agricultural land.
It’s unfortunate that Salt Spring‘s youth will still have
to contend with substandard baseball fields or travel
off-island to compete against their peers, but any plan
that faces opposition by concerned farmers and angry
seniors faced low odds of success out of the blocks.
Trite sporting analogies aside, the needs of the
island’s young people remain unmet and, moving
forward, it’s crucial for representatives from each of the
groups involved in the failed Brinkworthy bid to work
cooperatively in search of a solution that can benefit
everyone on the island.
Finding a site will be challenging, but the Brinkworthy effort clearly illustrates the deficiencies of working
toward opposite ends. We hope there will be another
playing fields proposal in the island’s future and that
lessons from our failures will encourage the community to form a united front when volunteer
PARC commissioners are ready to knock a new
and improved facility out of the park.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Jean Gelwicks

Apples are not really comparable
The consultants for the incorporation committee have done
a lot of hard work for us. I commend them and the committee. I hope many people will have attended one of the three
open houses, as they are the last time to ask questions.
I think it is really important that everyone understands what
the consultants’ report to the incorporation committee and
our community is, because there is some misunderstanding
around this. It is not necessarily an accurate picture of what
will be by any stretch of the imagination. It is a picture of what
could/ or might be when you compare “apples to
apples.” And when comparing “apples to apples”
it is still only a guess. So is it really important to
understand what “apples to apples” means? If
we do not truly understand this concept it is very
hard to understand what this report is telling us.
When the consultants say they are basing their
analysis on an “apples to apples” approach, they
mean they are attempting to use the same level
of services to compare the current system with
a proposed municipal structure. Yet, the level of
service is a complex concept relying on numbers and experience of staff, work practices, office support and other subjective values. Understandably, the consultants do not attempt to
quantify these elements.
How do you define a level of service in a measurable way
without making many assumptions?
Nor do the consultants consider correcting sub-standard performance as consistent with an “apples to apples”
approach. For example, they assume that if we incorporate,

How do you define
a level of service in
a measurable way
without making
many assumptions?

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should a SSI incorporation referendum be held?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

none of the estimated $33 million in required road work will be
undertaken since that would be an increased level of service.
However, since it is reasonable to assume that, under the current system, the ministry would soon be pressured to carry out
at least some of this road work, then it would be appropriate
to allow for some increase in road spending as a municipality.
The difference, of course, is who pays for it?
For now, we should take this final report with a grain of salt,
recognizing that financial projections are suspect and that
what happens on Salt Spring if we incorporate
will depend entirely on the seven people we
elect and what we and they want us to spend our
taxes on.
It is no surprise that the Bowen Island consultants’ report created before that island incorporated in 1999 is not what ended up happening
on Bowen. There was a lot of agreement on this
when we spoke to folks there late last year. They
told us that the report was not very helpful and
was misleading in many cases. This is not surprising since consultants do not have a crystal ball by which to
see into the future.
Personally, this referendum is about more than just “the
money.” I feel absolutely blessed to live on this island. Nowhere
in this world is everything perfect but right here on Salt Spring
Island is pretty darn close.
The writer is a retired teacher and active volunteer on Salt
Spring Island.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should the fire district be
dissolved?

554

89
YES NO
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “We can’t solve it by snipping off the

twigs. We have to go to the root of it.”

PETER LEVITT, POET, ON THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: What
are your thoughts
on President-elect
Donald Trump’s
victory?

Ted Baldwinson

Judi Stevenson

I have no control over American politics, which have been
bought by corporate campaign financing rather than
through fair public contributions.

Let’s hope he gets impeached
before he wrecks the climate.

Letters to the editor
Vote thoughts
I attended the incorporation
study’s final report event at the
middle school last Monday. It
was an uninspired gathering
and the island officials’ fulfillment of their election mandate.
But after the years of work
and funds that went into this
study (thank you, commit-

tee members), I fail to see any
urgent reason for dismantling
the island governance structure we now have. From the
study it “seems” that there is
little cost difference between
the two options, but from my
reading of the report quite a
few areas will be deeply affected if Salt Spring incorporates.
So I hope people will take the
time to read the report and

Amanda Paska

I’m just realizing that I’m
one person who needs to
focus on doing what’s right
for my personal growth and
the lives of people around
me. This election was for
entertainment purposes only.

Susan Borland

David Counts

I don’t support the protests
that’ve been happening; people voted, now deal with it.

It was like watching a train
wreck that’s been building as
the gap between the rich and
poor has grown, and nobody’s
done anything about it.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

comment. Developers will
be happy with becoming a
municipality, and farmers
won’t, and the Islands Trust will
more than likely be rendered
politically impotent.
What is absent from this
report is a five-year projected
budget comparing incorporated governance to current governance. There is little reason
for saying incorporation will be

good for Salt Springers without
this key envisioning. So yes, I
will be voting “no” for incorporation if a referendum is held.
Mona Fertig,
Ganges

Eye action
I am glad that you wrote
about the impending difficulties securing ophthalmological
services on Salt Spring (“Eye

specialists foresee service
drop,” Nov. 9).
I would be grateful, however,
if you were to add that anyone
who wishes to express concern
about the reduction of services
should contact any or all of the
following: Dr. Brendan Carr,
CEO Island Health at CEOExecutiveAssistant@viha.ca, or
Dr. David Robertson, medical
director, Island Health at Caro-

lyn.jenkinson@viha.ca, or your
MLA, Gary Holman, at gary.
holman.mla@leg.bc.ca.
Remember that the claim
that services are and will continue to be adequate has not
been made, so far as I know, by
any resident of Salt Spring.
Jean Elder,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Incorporation study committee winds down
By Mark Aston
Eighteen months ago, the Salt Spring Island
Incorporation Study Committee held its first
meeting. The upcoming committee meeting,
on Nov. 21, will be the 25th public committee
meeting, and likely the last.
So what was the committee doing, why were
we doing it and what happens next?

What Did the Committee Do?
As articulated in the terms of reference provided by the Ministry of Community, Sport
and Cultural Development (MCSCD), “The
primary purpose of the incorporation study
— both in providing research and analysis and
disseminating this through public engagement and consultation — is to provide local
citizens with complete and accurate information to make an informed decision on island
incorporation.”
The committee’s first task was to select a
consultant to undertake the study, and the
successful firm was Urban Systems who began
work in July 2015. Since that time the consultant and the committee have:
• conducted an online survey to identify the
information needs of the community;
• produced a preliminary report, circulated
in fall 2015;
• held two open houses, with 320 people
attending, to solicit feedback on the preliminary report;
• received and dealt with 850 pieces of feedback and correspondence related to the preliminary report and study process;
• secured additional funds from the provincial government to respond to community
concerns, which included conducting a road
condition assessment;
• engaged the community to provide feedback on the draft road condition assessment
and held a public presentation to report the
results of the assessment;
• worked with the provincial government
to secure an offer of restructure assistance,
which includes the largest per capita offer ever

provided to a B.C. community;
• written 18 articles
published in the Driftwood as well as several
posted on the Salt Spring
Exchange;
• produced eight fact sheets, two infographics and a video;
• maintained an active website, email distribution list and facebook page;
• produced a final study report (385 pages),
and a separate executive summary (48 pages);
and
• held two open houses last week, with 260
people attending, to disseminate the results of
the final report.
On Sunday, Nov. 20, 1 to 4:30 p.m. in the Salt
Spring Middle School, the final open house is
being held to communicate the results of the
final study report. This will be the last opportunity provided by this committee for the public
to engage with the consultants, members of
the committee, local elected officials, MCSDC,
Islands Trust, Capital Regional District and
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
to obtain an overview of the results and to ask
questions.

incorporation
studycorner

Why Did We Undertake This Study?
During the 2011 local government election campaign, several candidates included
their intention to pursue a new incorporation
study in their platform. As independent candidates, George Grams, Peter Grove and Wayne
McIntyre were elected.
In 2012 these elected officials acted on this
mandate and made a request to the B.C. government for a new governance study. Their
request cited a number of factors, including:
• increased on-island interest in Salt Spring
governance and the possibility of incorporation;
• a lack of coordination and efficiency
between agencies providing services;
• involvement in decision making by off-

island elected officials;
• administration
and technical support of many services provided out
of Victoria-based

offices; and,
• heavy demands on a limited number of
elected officials.
This resulted in the 2013 Salt Spring Island
Governance Study, which identified a number
of community concerns, including:
• enhancing local representation;
• addressing coordination of services currently provided by multiple governments;
• providing a body to establish community
priorities; and,
• having broader local representation in landuse decisions.
At the conclusion of the 2013 governance
study there was a clear majority of those who
participated in the process who favoured
proceeding to a full municipal incorporation
study.

What Happens Next?
Following the last open house on Nov. 20, the
committee will meet on Nov. 21 at 3 p.m. at the
Harbour House, to decide whether or not to
recommend a referendum on incorporation.
The committee will base its decision on whether the committee deems it has successfully
completed the tasks in the terms of reference
provided by MCSCD. This decision requires a
two-thirds majority of the committee.
It is important to understand that a vote for
or against recommending a referendum by
the committee is not an endorsement for or
against our current governance system versus
a municipal system. It simply reflects the committee’s opinion that the community has the
information available to make its own decision.
The recommendation from the committee
will be forwarded, along with the final study
report, to the honourable Peter Fassbender,

MCSCD minister.
Irrespective of the committee recommendation, the decision on whether to hold a referendum rests with the minister. Should a referendum be ordered, it is anticipated that it could be
held in early 2017.
Following the Nov. 21 committee meeting,
all future communication regarding the incorporation study should be directed to the local
elected officials: ggrams@islandstrust.bc.ca,
pgrove@islandstrust.bc.ca, or directorssi@crd.
bc.ca
Further information can be found at ssiincorporationstudy.com or at the open house on
Nov. 20. The consultant’s presentation, followed
by public Q&A, will begin at 2 p.m.

In Closing . . . .
There are many people who participated in
this study process. I would like to thank all those
people who gave their time to attend our committee meetings and our other public events in
order to become informed and to contribute to
the process.
I would also like to thank our local elected
officials and staff at the MCSCD for their support of the committee, as well as the provincial government, which funded the study and
responded to the committee’s request for further funding to complete the road condition
assessment and other work.
Urban Systems are to be commended on
both the quality of their work and on their flexible and open attitude to integrating all of the
community and committee feedback that was
provided.
Lastly, as chair (for five more days!), the largest debt of gratitude and thanks goes to the
committee members who all contributed their
time and talent to the process: Greg Clayton,
Jean Elwell, Elizabeth FitzZaland, Kelly Hyslop,
Stanley Shapiro, Drew Stotesbury, Uli Temmel
and Karen Wright.
The writer chaired the 2015-16 Salt Spring
Island Incorporation Study Committee.
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Consultants clarify tax numbers in incorporation report
BY JAMES KLUKAS
FOR URBAN SYSTEMS

As the consultants working on the Salt Spring
Island Incorporation Study, our goal is to provide
the community with complete, accurate information on the potential impacts of incorporation as
compared to the current governance system. We
wish to ensure that the community has all of the
information it requires to make an informed decision on incorporation. Should the study process
proceed to a referendum, the decision is ultimately
yours.
As noted in last week’s Driftwood, the incorporation study report identifies a net annual cost
increase of $300,000. This net cost impact analysis

Capital Regional District
Notice of

Committee of the Whole
2017 Budget Review
A meeting of the Capital Regional District Committee of
the Whole, including budget discussion for 2017:
Will be held at: CRD Headquarters –
6th Floor Boardroom
Located at: 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC
On: Wednesday, November 30, 2016,
starting at 1:30 pm

is based on a service by service breakdown of changes that would occur as a
result of incorporation.
The incorporation study report also
provides a consolidated, multi-year budget, which details estimated revenues
and expenses for a Salt Spring Island
municipality based on current service
levels and today’s dollars. Estimated
municipal tax requirements are generated from this budget. Starting in the first
year of the model, the provincial offer
of restructure assistance enables the
municipality to build up reserve funds
for future expenditures (as directed by
council), while maintaining current tax
levels for most properties.
The consolidated, multi-year budget
extends beyond a five-year period in
order to account for normal years once
the province’s transition assistance is
complete. While costs for some services
increase, there are savings and new revenue sources available in other areas, as
outlined in the study. After accounting
for all changes to service costs and revenue, overall taxation levels remain similar based on the transfer of current services to a municipality. The study goes
on to outline various risks, opportunities
and uncertainties that could affect overall taxation levels.
The $300,000 difference between the
net cost impact analysis and the tax
impact analysis has been noted, and a
final set of study revisions will be released
following the Nov. 20 public meeting

to clarify this point. In short, the consolidated multi-year budget illustrates
the retirement of debt payments for the
swimming pool and a portion of the debt
payments for the library, which reduce
the general municipal tax requirement.
We acknowledge that these reductions are not an incorporation impact,
and since future taxation levels are compared to a 2016 point-in-time snapshot,
the study will be revised to account for
the current spending levels for these
services. These current spending levels are included in the separate current
cost-impact analysis, and an adjustment to the multi-year budget accounts
for a portion of the $300,000 difference
between the net cost-impact analysis
and the tax-impact analysis.

After accounting for all
changes to service costs and
revenue, overall taxation
levels remain similar based
on the transfer of current
services to a municipality.
In addition, the current cost-impact
analysis does not account for certain
savings. For example, there are tangible
savings for the current CRD building
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Polite words
more effective
Ross King offers a “Message for
in-the-dark ‘morons’” (Nov. 9 Driftwood), referring to those pedestrians and cyclists who are difficult
to see from a car at night. His message is such an important one as the
days get ever shorter.

P

EXPLORE

OLD SALTY
FASHION AND HOME ACCENTS

EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 18 9-5:30 pm
PRIZES ALL DAY! DEMOS, SAMPLES

Gift Subscriptions
52 weeks $50. + GST / ($84.00 off Island)

E-edition
52 weeks $37.95 + GST
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

May I recommend to Mr. King
a better approach? Pull over about
10 metres ahead (provided that it’s
safe to do so, of course!), get out of
the car and in a very gentle tone say
something like: “You probably aren’t
aware that at night you are barely visible in those dark clothes, and so are
really putting your life in danger on
the road. For your own sake primarily, when you walk at night, do wear
a reflective vest at least.” End with,
“Have a good evening.”
That may not work with everyone,
but it will undoubtedly strike a chord
with many. If more of us were to
spread the word in a polite manner,
it could lead to a dramatic reduction
in invisibility.
REUBEN KAUFMAN,
S A LT S P R I N G

STORE

10% - 50% OFF

GULF ISLANDS

Urban Systems is the consultant
for the Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee and prepared the
study’s final report.

But why does he malign such
folks as having very low intelligence,
without the ability to “read and/or
reason….”?
To be sure, I totally agree that his
central message (make yourself visible at night) should be broadcast
more widely and insistently. His
method for doing so, unfortunately,
is totally counter-productive: “I now
lean on my horn, wind down my
window and scream at them to get
illuminated. Maybe that’ll start to
impinge into their vacuous brains.”

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAY

Call Jamie now 250.537.9933

inspection function, since costs are currently shared between all CRD electoral
areas, with taxes apportioned based on
assessment. As well, the current costimpact analysis does not account for
interest from the new reserve fund(s)
that is put in place as a result of incorporation. Taking these factors into consideration, the net cost impact of incorporation would be approximately $75,000
rather than $300,000.
Final report revisions will bring the
cost-impact analysis and the tax impacts
into closer alignment, based on these
considerations. Assuming no further
changes, the community can expect the
updated report to illustrate a net incorporation-related tax impact of approximately $10 for an average residential
property, based on current service levels
and today’s dollars. For the average farm
dwelling, the incorporation-related tax
impact would be approximately $200.
The overall report findings remain
largely unchanged. While the levels of
taxation are very similar in both core
scenarios (with the exception of farm
properties), there are numerous other
factors for consideration as the community contemplates whether to maintain
the current governance system or opt for
municipal incorporation.

Inspiring concert
Thank you, Viva Chorale, for an
afternoon of stirring music, visuals,
letters and writings of remembrance.
It touched my heart.
Thank you for your committed
attention to the words and feelings
that each song imparted.
Thank you, once again, Caroni
Young, for your research and for your
knowledge of music and music history that you bring to each concert.
Your inclusivity and your sensitivity
added and do add a very deep dimension to the music that you choose to
present.
Diana, Laurent and Charlie, the
concert wouldn’t have been the same
without your talent. Thank you.
I was deeply touched and will
remain appreciative of each dimension of Sunday’s concert.
It was the gift that keeps on giving.
HANNAH BROWN,
S A LT S P R I N G

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960
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Time for reason in fire debate
BY DAVE ENFIELD
It’s time for islanders to think
about their fire department reasonably.
Some people think problems
at Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue
started in 2005 when firefighters
joined the union. But I was the
fire chief from 1999-2009 and I
remember islanders complaining
about costs back when it was a
mostly volunteer department.
We were in the Driftwood all
through 2003 over a fire truck.
Some wiseguy called it the “most
expensive fire truck in Canada.”
People believed it and we had a
ton of headaches. We even lost
volunteers over squabbling in the
community.
Firefighters had been trying
to get a new hall for about 10 to
20 years by that time. They were
pretty disappointed when we
lost a referendum in 2008 over a
$540,000 property purchase.
Career firefighters had been
asking for a raise, but the trustees
kept telling them, “Wait until we
get a new fire hall.” They were
making about $35,000 a year
then.
The trustees didn’t want to
spend a dime in 2005. They told
the firefighters, “You take what we
give you or we will find someone
who will.” So the career firefighters joined the union.
Things don’t change. Another “penny wise, pound foolish”

INRESPONSE
board of trustees got rid of Fire
Chief Tom Bremner last year. I
bet that cost the community.
Might’ve been a better deal to
work with him reasonably.
I hear complaints about the
cost of the union, but remember,
union firefighters bring value to
the community.
Half of the paid-on-call firefighters only have a couple of
years experience and it takes two
years to train them. It’s a constant
struggle to keep trained people.
Even on a good year, we lose
about 10 people. They move off
island, get too busy, whatever.
In 2015, 39 members worked
over 13,000 hours (according to
the annual fire chief ’s report).
Career staff do most of the training (seven to eight hours per
week) and we count on them to
lead the organization.
A purely volunteer fire department is cheaper than career firefighters. But volunteer departments are having difficulties
attracting and retaining volunteers all over Canada and the
United States. People don’t volunteer the way they did 20 years ago.
They are volunteered out.
Asking volunteers to do all
the work is like borrowing tools
from a neighbour. They are happy

MORE LETTERS
continued from 8

Fire district feedback

The ideas regarding dissolution of the Salt Spring
Fire Protection District promoted by Norbert
Schlenker in the Nov. 9 “Province mandates fire
by-election” article are poorly developed.
Do the trustees really have the authority to dissolve the district? Shouldn’t an important matter
like this be subject to a direct referendum vote by
eligible voters in the district? Where does he get
the information about possible future fire insurance rates resulting from dissolution? Wouldn’t
insurance companies be just as likely to discontinue offering policies at all? How would a transition plan be developed and what would future
funding be for whatever type of fire services we
would have?
I know Norbert is frustrated with containing
costs, but maybe he is inexperienced with budgets
for social services. Eighty per cent for salary and
benefits is actually lower than most other public
agencies. In my school district where I was superintendent, our budget was 85 per cent for personnel at a minimum.
Finally, his comments seem to strike an antiunion tone. Collective bargaining is one of the
most important roles of the trustees. I have spent
decades at the bargaining table, on different sides
during my career, and I know how difficult it can
be. The trustees should hire a professional negotiator to help them.
Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater.
DAVID STEWART PAINE,
ROLAND ROAD

Be grateful for island’s fire
department
I read with interest Jamie Holmes’ Viewpoint
in the Nov. 9 Driftwood regarding the cost of our
fire department and how some people seem to
think it’s too much (“Firefighting facts clash with
fiction”).
I have even heard one person say we shouldn’t

to help, but if you need to borrow a tool every day, maybe you
should buy the tool yourself like a
responsible adult.
Complaining about the fire
department only chases away
paid-on-call firefighters who help
save costs. If you can’t get a bunch
of new people each year, and lose
too many firefighters over nonsense like I’ve read lately, the
whole department could unravel.
Then you’d need more career firefighters.
So it’s time to be reasonable.
We’ve got a pretty good fire
department. Part of what makes it
a good fire department is that it’s
got good career staff who make
everything run smoothly for the
paid-on-call members. You pay
for good career staff just like you
pay for a good plumber, dentist or
mechanic. These career firefighters are skilled people and they do
dangerous work under pressure.
Appreciate the good deal that’s
sitting in front of you. Salt Spring
Island probably has one of the
best-value paid-on-call departments in Canada. Dissolving the
fire service is obviously ridiculous. If islanders don’t watch out,
they might just ruin a good thing
with “pound foolish” complaining.
The writer is a retired fire chief
who served on Salt Spring from
1999 to 2009.

have a fire department at all! Well, if the Walker
Resource Group has done the research and says
we’re not out of line with other fire departments in
the province, then what’s the problem?
I so value the fire department and am so thankful to know if I was in a burning building, the
firefighters would be willing to put their lives at
risk, go into the building and carry me out if necessary. If we had no fire department, which of the
people complaining about the cost would do that
for me? I suspect none of them.
A fire department is as important as a hospital,
the police, and all the other services that we, as
taxpayers, pay for. These people are so vital to our
well-being. They have a very dangerous job and
should be well paid.
I suggest that people take a long hard look at
all of this and, instead of complaining, have some
gratitude for what we have.
KISHORI HUTCHINGS,
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Filled Here!

HUGE SELECTION OF TOYS FOR ALL AGES!

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 250.537.5551
MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SUNDAYS & MOST HOLIDAYS 10 AM - 5PM

Home Owners helping Homeowners

TM

We price
match in
stock items!

The Sounds of Life.

MAIN STREET

Not logical
What’s with the Greens? In his Nov. 9 letter
about corporate and union political donations,
Adam Olsen is challenging the NDP to financially
tie their own hands behind their back just before
an election where they will face a well-funded
governing party.
If the NDP were to enact such a policy at this
time it would delight the BC Liberals but do little
to promote democracy in this province.
Even Adam must have heard the term “level
playing field.” It won’t ever be even close to level
under our current system, but why would the
NDP subject themselves to facing a fiscal vertical
cliff rather than just a very steep slope?
Just to reassure the Greens, abolishing corporate and union donations has been BC NDP policy since 2005. Mr. Olsen may have noticed that
when an NDP government took power in Alberta,
their very first act was to do just that. I believe
the BC NDP can be relied upon to do the same.
JAN HAVELAAR,
S A LT S P R I N G

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

What did you miss today? Hearing professionals define hearing
loss from mild to severe. If you have a moderate hearing loss (41-70 dB)
sounds such as a child talking or conversational speech could be some
of the sounds of life you missed today. At NexGen Hearing, our goal is
to improve your quality of life through better hearing health!

Some conditions apply. Call for details.

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and
Hearing Health Professionals of BC

OAK BAY 250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

BATTERIES
HALF PRICE
Month of
November.
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All government bodies seem unable to control costs
BY CHRIS DIXON
In theory, the goal of our incorporation study is to determine an
improved and sustainable governance structure for Salt Spring
Island’s future.
In practice, much of the discussion is about money. It centres around identifying a revenue source for each and every
service we enjoy today. It is as
much about value for cost as it
is about what we get when we
vote. The notion of control over
these issues is seductive.
Value for cost is also a major
component of the conversation
around our fire department,
which seems chronically and
increasingly unable to relate to
its employer, who is us.
So m e o f o u r f i re p ro t e c tion employees are unionized.
Unions are created to ensure that

employees are treated fairly, e.g.
in a situation where a large, faceless corporation strives to maximize profit and minimize production cost, employee unions
can provide the strength and solidarity to defend against exploitation.
There is no corresponding
mechanism in place to ensure
that taxpayers are treated fairly. The fiscal welfare of the tax
base is of no concern to the union
until the relationship becomes
unsustainable.
Simplified, an (exploitive)
employer will demand long hours
of hard work for low wages, while
a union will argue for shorter
work hours, lower production
rates and more employees at the
highest wages possible. Reality
sits somewhere between those
two extremes.

Y

Gift
Certificates
Available

FaLaLaLa
Ahhhh

’Tis the season to melt away holiday
stress with a customized massage.

Wellspring
AT HASTINGS HOUSE

The perfect
gift for
the one
you love.

250-537-2362
1-800-661-9255
160 Upper Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island
hastingshouse.com

INDEPTH
A union extracts a portion of
the wage rate it negotiates, blurring the line between solidarity
and self-interest.
Who could blame them? Personally, I’d love to be paid 150
grand a year. Even for just one
single year. Parity — bring it
on! Many of us can argue that
we’re as good at what we do as
the fire crew is at what they do, so
why can’t each and every one of
us get 300 bucks a night (or more)
to sleep beside a telephone?
How do we protect ourselves
(and our wallets) in this situation? Somebody help me here,
please.
Speaking of self-government
and value for cost, did we ever

MORE LETTERS
continued from 9

Don’t kill nursery
I was horrified to read in your
last issue that the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District is considering
not guaranteeing water to Fraser’s
Thimble Farms Nursery next summer (“Nursery on the Brink”).
Thimble Farms is famous, even
world-famous, as I discovered
when I was helping with administration at the 2011 American Iris
Convention in Victoria and people
from as far away as New Zealand
had heard of it.
Every expert who comes to speak
at the Salt Spring Garden Club
wants to go there. Garden enthusiasts from all over come to Salt
Spring to buy rare plants that are
available nowhere else. In gardening circles, Salt Spring is famous for
two things, Ted Baker’s garden and
Thimble Farms.
NSSWD should get busy raising
the weir on St. Mary Lake instead of
destroying a famous, environmentally minded business that offers
much-needed employment and
brings visitors to the island.
P.N. SPIERS,
SKY VALLEY ROAD

Christmas Story Writing Contest
• Write a story of 500 words or less • All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12
are eligible.
whose topic relates to Christmas or
•
Stories
will be judged by retired teachers and librarians
the Christmas season.

The deadline for our annual writing
contest is Friday, December 9th.
Win a cash prize for a story of up to
500 words about Christmas
or the Christmas Season.

DgiM

DriftwooD
gulf
islanDs
MeDia

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

on quality of writing, clarity of presentation and
originality of theme.
• Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in
December.
• The name, age, address and telephone number of the
writer must be written on the back of each entry.
• Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3,
email to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
fax to 250-537-2613.
• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation

level are eligible to win a donation of $100 made on
behalf of the class to the charity of their choice!

elect the Capital Regional District? I don’t mean elect our local
CRD director — that’s totally separate. I mean did we ever elect
those folks sitting in offices over
in Victoria?
I mean, specifically, the people
who made such a colossal mess
of five local water districts and
the solid waste disposal site. The
people who (twice) issued building permits for a resort at Bullock Lake against the clearly
expressed wishes of the people
who live here.
They are people who have cost
us a fortune, often do damage, and
who are absolutely not accountable for the success or failure of
anything they say or do. They’re
the people for whom we pick up
the tab each and every time they
fail. Personally, I think they need
us more than we need them.

Hill response
I resigned as a trustee from the
fire department after a year and a
half and more than 2,000 hours of
volunteering my time, as did Norbert
Schlenker, for all the same reasons so
articulately put forward by him.
As chair of the human resources
and law committee I began searching for a labour lawyer to advise the
board going forward. I was astonished to learn that these lawyers
not only knew about the Salt Spring
Island Fire Protection District contract but knew it as the contract
every other firefighters’ union group
aspired to. “Top of the heap,” “cream
of the crop” were just a few of the
comments I heard.
Would a municipal government
have blindly signed a union contract
without legal advice? Absolutely not.
But as an improvement district the
SSIFPD board passed a multi-million
dollar resolution with no oversight
by the province. At the same time, a
bylaw for any capital expenditure of
$100,000 required provincial approval.
I lay the blame on the antiquated
system of improvement districts set
up for small communities years ago.
Salt Spring Island is one of the largest
communities that still has multiple

So much information
I would like to thank the incorporation study
consultants and volunteer committee for their
hard work in providing the incredible detail to
help us make a decision about a referendum.
They have answered all my questions, and at
the recent public meeting even the questions
that were asked from the floor had already
been answered in the Appendix A document
appended to the final report.
Something that stood out for me was the
information showing that more tax dollars are
collected by the province on Salt Spring than
are spent here.
I look forward to the day when we can keep
our tax dollars here.
SABINE SWIERENGA,
S A LT S P R I N G

Not balanced
With only one more open house left to ask
questions about the incorporation study final
report, I hope the following questions will be
answered. I have more.
Why does the final report repeatedly list the
perceived benefits of centralizing authority in

Salt Spring Island is a place
where the fire department can
demand a 300 per cent budget
increase based on internal policy
decisions and your neighbour’s
monthly water bill can go from
$10 to $150 in one jump.
My point is that these situations
have already happened completely outside any form of official
oversight, and that they can have a
profound effect on a resident family’s ability to stay and thrive here.
We need to move slowly and
be very careful, my friends. Question absolutely everything. Invest
some time and inform yourself,
and in the absence of a clear, wellcrafted plan, do nothing.
The writer is a long-time Salt
Spring resident who served on the
Cedar Lane Water Service Commission.
improvement districts and the Salt
Spring Fire Department is the only
one in the province with a union.
One of our neighbours, the North
Cowichan district, which includes
Crofton, Chemainus and Maple Bay
and the south-end area, has four fire
halls, four fire chiefs and 120 volunteers. Their area and population
is significantly larger than ours and
they contend with the Trans-Canada
Highway, Crofton mill and other big
industries on a budget of $1.6 million.
Trustees can do no more than
nibble away at the union contract
in a budget that has already been
pared down to the bone since we
were elected one and a half years ago.
This has done little to address the
fact that the department budget has
tripled since 2005 while the call volume for fires has decreased. About
80 per cent of the budget is salaries
and benefits.
We have extremely well-trained,
dedicated firefighters and top-ofthe-line equipment, but $2 million
of our budget is salaries and benefits.
The balance of $450,000 must cover
the rest. If the island determines we
cannot afford this I believe there is no
choice but to dissolve.
DEREK HILL,
S A LT S P R I N G

a municipal council and never describe the
potential risks of concentrating decision-making in a single body?
Why does the final report never really describe
the essential value of our current system of the
separation of land-use planning from the delivery of community services?
Why use an “apples-to-apples” approach
when the municipal option relies heavily on
almost $20 million in transition funding?
Why does the final report essentially discount
the impact of Salt Spring incorporation on the
future taxation, reduced service levels and longterm viability of the Islands Trust organization?
Why don’t you provide a table clearly showing the projected property tax increases under
the base case and the “uncertainty” examples
of higher road capital, increased road maintenance and a built municipal hall amounting
to annual taxes of up to $300 for an average
household?
In short, why isn’t the final report more balanced — less making a case for incorporation
and more a complete comparison with the current system?
PETER LAMB,
S A LT S P R I N G
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Pender Island celebrates shiny sunshine revolution
Solar Initiative 2020 targets
community buildings

surge in calls from islanders curious about
implementing solar power on their own
properties. He said the group is happy to
provide advice and put people in touch with
the experts who can evaluate a site and offer
ideas about the best way forward.

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

When Andy Nowak moved to the Gulf
Islands nearly 30 years ago, he sought to
live a simpler and more meaningful life. He
wanted to lessen his footprint on the earth
and drive positive community change.
Pender Island proved a natural fit and it
wasn’t long before Nowak set the wheels in
motion for the island’s first community recycling depot — a radical concept at the time.
Now, many Penderites can’t imagine life
without recycling. For a majority of Gulf
Islanders, it’s fair to say the transition has
been complete to the point where tossing a
packet of paper, tin can or milk carton out
with the trash just feels wrong.
Nowak compares his early days in recycling to the current state of solar technology
and renewable energy.
“Right now it’s driven by people who are
wanting to do the right thing and there’s an
appetite for that,” Nowak said. “I’ve always
had an interest in living lightly on the planet, and this is just another twist on that
theme.”
Earlier this fall, Nowak and a crew of
like-minded energy-conscious pioneers
celebrated the launch of a new solar panel
array on top of the Pender School. Inspired
by a similar initiative built at Salt Spring’s

Solar power on the rise

PHOTO COURTESY PENDER SOLAR INITIATIVE

Workers on the roof of Pender Islands School after solar panels were installed.
Gulf Islands Secondary School last year, the
new installation ranks among the largest in
British Columbia. Much like the Salt Spring
project, the solar array will offer the Gulf
Islands School District a modest decrease
in annual electricity fees and help fund a
solar scholarship for graduates in years to
come.
Far beyond the small financial reward,

however, is the lasting impression the panels
are hoped to have on students, staff, parents
and any other islanders who happen to take
notice of the high-tech upgrade.
“We’re not going to make a huge impact
on the utility bill, but there’s a huge impact
on the education side of things,” he said.
Nowak said he and other solar proponents
on the island have already experienced a

Help Us

protect Salt Spring’s rare species
and their habitats.

www.saltspringconservancy.ca
Photo by Laura Matthias Copyright © 2016

The Pender School installation is the second major project undertaken as part of
the Pender Solar Initiative’s 2020 campaign.
Last year, the group researched, fundraised
and managed a project that resulted in the
installation of 39 panels on the roof of the
island’s recycling centre.
Even before the school celebrations were
over, solar supporters had already lined up
a plan to work on the island’s public library,
a project they hope to complete sometime
in 2017.
The goal, according to author, lawyer and
environmentalist David Boyd, is to cover
as many suitable public buildings on the
island with solar panels by 2020.
Members from the group will determine
which sites are appropriate, fundraise and
then install the solar arrays for whichever
community buildings are chosen. As more
projects go online, members of the Pender
Solar Initiative hope other private users will
consider signing up.

SOLAR continued on 13
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ENVIRONMENTAL BOOKS

Site C dam project book launched at Salt Spring library

PHOTOS FROM THE PEACE IN PERIL BY BEN NELMS

From left, author Christopher Pollon paddles on part of the Peace River that is slated for flooding by BC Hydro’s Site C dam project, and a sign protesting the project in B.C.’s Peace River valley region. Pollon gives a presentation at the Salt Spring Public Library Program Room on the evening of Monday, Nov. 21 about his new book called The Peace in Peril: the Real Cost of the
Site C Dam, recently released by Harbour Publishing.

The Peace in Peril writer
makes island tour stop
Award-winning journalist Christopher Pollon visits Salt Spring on Monday to read from
and discuss his hot-off-the-press book about
the impact of the Site C dam project.
The Peace in Peril: The Real Cost of the Site
C Dam is the result of a trip Pollon took with
photojournalist Ben Nelms in September of
2015, paddling the 83-kilometre section of the
Peace River that will be destroyed by Site C dam

reservoir being created by BC Hydro.
“Their goal was to witness the very first
steps of construction for the almost $8.8-billion project,” explains press material from
the publisher. “They concluded their trip by
touring the same stretch by land, interviewing
and photographing the locals who stand to
lose everything. Equal parts travel adventure,
history and journalistic exploration, The Peace
in Peril is a story about the dubious trade-off
of hydro power for resources like timber and
farmland, but also far more: the Peace valley
has been a prosperous home to people for

11,000 years. How will lives, human and otherwise, be erased or irrevocably altered when
the next great flood rises up to engulf the Peace
River valley?
“Pollon and his photographer viewed this
project as they would any journalistic project:
to investigate with objectivity, listening to the
people. The result is a beautiful book of photographs and stories.”
“This is an issue that all B.C. residents need
to understand,” said Jean Gelwicks of Transition Salt Spring, which is co-sponsoring the
Nov. 21 event with the library.

It begins at 7 p.m., with doors open at 6:30
p.m.
“Come early to get a good seat,” said Gelwicks.
Pollon is a Vancouver-based independent
journalist who reports on the politics of natural resources, focusing on energy, mines and
oceans. His work has appeared in The Walrus,
Reader’s Digest, The Globe and Mail and many
other publications. He has been a feature writer
and contributing editor at The Tyee since 2008.
The Peace in Peril is published by Harbour
Publishing.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Heat pump incentives boosted

GREAT FOR LIVING ROOMS
AND BEDROOMS

GREAT FOR
BATHROOMS
AND KITCHENS

CRD and provincial
government
program grows

Both Eggshell and
Pearl Natura paints are
available in gallon and
quart containers

100% Acrylic, Environmentally Responsible
Product, Tough and Durable, Virtually No Odor

SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK 250-537-5551

Home Owners helping Homeowners

For the best clean Go Green!

Eco Friendly
Professional Home
Maintenance
interior/ exterior
window cleaning
• gutter cleaning /
repairs
• siding washing
• power washing
• moss removal
• roof washing
• fully insured
•

250 815 5877
www.windowviper.com

TM

In response to high
demand, the Capital
Regional District is expanding the number of incentives available for capital
region residents who participate in the province’s
Oil to Heat Pump Incentive
Program and extending the
deadline to October 2017.
The District of Saanich is
also increasing the number
of incentives available.
The provincial Oil to Heat
Pump Incentive Program
offers up to $1,700 per home
to help B.C. residents who
switch from oil heating to
an efficient heat pump. To
access the provincial funding, participants are also
required to complete EnerGuide home evaluations
before and after upgrades.
The typical total cost for the
required home evaluations
is $575.
Since October 2015, the
CRD has offered additional first-come, first-serve
incentives of $150 each to
capital region residents
participating in the provincial program for EnerGuide
assessments. The District of

Saanich has offered a further $150 incentive to Saanich residents for a total of
$300.
The program expansion
will provide a $150 incentive
each for 60 capital region
residents (above the initial
125) and the District of Saanich will offer a $150 incentive each for 40 District of
Saanich residents (above the
initial 50).

To access the
provincial funding,
participants are
also required to
complete EnerGuide
home evaluations
before and after
upgrades.
Together with the provincially funded program,
capital region residents
can access up to $1,850 in
rebates and District of Saanich residents can access a
total of $2,000 for making
the switch from oil heating
to an efficient heat pump.
Upgrading from oil heat-

ing to heat pumps delivers
multiple benefits, including:
• Achieving significant
greenhouse gas emission
reductions – similar to taking a car off the road for
every year the heat pump is
in operation;
• Providing comfortable
and consistent home heating and cooling year round;
• Reducing heating oil
spills, which can cause
damage to local waterways,
can be very costly for homeowners, and are often not
covered by insurance;
• Improving the affordability of housing in the
CRD thanks to reduced
heating costs.
The Oil to Heat Pump
Incentive Program is funded by the Ministry of Energy and Mines’ Innovative
Clean Energy Fund and is
administered by City Green
Solutions.
To learn more, or to register for the Oil to Heat Pump
Incentive Program and
access the CRD and District
of Saanich incentives, people should visit www.crd.
bc.ca/oil-to-heat.
To learn more about
CRD Climate Action and
I n t e g r a t e d Wa t e r s h e d
Management programm i n g , v i s i t w w w. c r d .
bc.ca
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CLEANING PRODUCTS

Schools’ green aims met
Electrolyzed water and
probiotics in custodial arsenal
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A new cleaning solution based on water,
mineral salts and electricity is helping
School District 64 eliminate products that
harm the environment, while the addition of probiotics to the cleaning cart is
eliminating bad bugs by encouraging the
good ones.
Building services supervisor Clay Johnston was responsible for introducing
SD64’s new cleaning protocol, which is
similar to one that was pioneered to great
success by the Saanich School District
starting in 2012. A positive pilot program at
Salt Spring Middle School in 2015 has since
led to an extensive change that rolled out
all across the Gulf Islands this fall.
“Being green is an important goal reflected in the strategic plan of the district,”
said Doug Livingston, director of learning services. “These sustainable practices
exercise responsibility towards the natural
environment, promote employee wellness
and reflect a good sense of economy.”
SD64 is using GenEon-brand electrolyte
products to create electrically charged
solutions, which are made with food-based
additives and include cleaning, degreasing
and sanitizing/disinfecting products. A
tiny bottle of electrolytes turns into two
170-litre barrels of cleaning agent when
mixed with water, for further environmental savings.
The new cleaning process avoids chemicals by creating “activated water” — simple
tap water that has its molecular structure
changed through electrolysis. Charged
ions in the water attach and lift away dirt.
Through a process called electroporation,
the activated water solution also breaks
down bacteria cell walls faster than they
can counter-attack — unlike standard
toxic cleaners, which pathogens can repel
and build up resistance to over time.
Laboratory tests show contact with activated water kills germs like listeria, norovirus and E.coli in less than 60 seconds, and
it has no harmful effects on people or the
natural environment.
“One of the benefits of the electroporation technology is that it does not require
contact or dwell time for efficacy,” writes
forensic sanitarian Robert W. Powitz in an
article for Food Safety Magazine. “Contact
with the spray itself was shown to cause
an immediate . . . reduction without any
additional help from flushing or mechanical soil removal.

Photo courtesy SD64

Activated water cleaning products used by
School District 64 staff.
“Furthermore, the electrically activated
water is completely safe and returns to its
natural state in about 30 to 45 seconds.
Studies show that electrically activated
water cleans as well as, or better than, traditional general-purpose cleaning chemicals.”
Working in tandem with the activated
water approach, Johnston has introduced
a hospital-grade probiotic fogger that is
currently being used at eight school locations.
“The technology promotes healthy bacteria in the environment and reduces those
bacteria identified as harmful. The Workplace Hazardous Materials Information
System rates the toxicity of the product as
having zero physical hazard, zero health
hazard and zero environmental hazard,”
Livingston said.
The probiotic approach is based on a
new understanding of bacteria and “quorum sensing” communication. According to manufacturer Chrisal, probiotic
cleaning products introduce “a stable
and healthy microbial community to all
cleaned surfaces, lowering the risk of problems with contaminants.”
While traditional cleaners wipe out all
(or a good portion) of bacteria on a surface,
including the helpful varieties, good bacteria form a quorum upon application, and
then actually increase to fill the available
space and crowd out existing pathogens.
For more information on bacteria quorums and communication, Livingston recommends watching the TedTalk lecture
How Bacteria Talk by Bonnie Bassler, available on YouTube.
Other green initiatives at SD64 include
solar panel installations at Gulf Islands
secondary and Pender schools, and adherence to the Carbon Neutral Action Report,
which addresses carbon emissions by
improving mechanical and heating efficiencies and reducing energy use.

GO GREEN .. . GO E-BIKE!!

HILL EATER E-BIKES

> Canadian Distributor of JUICED BIKES
> Conversion kits from GRIN TECHNOLOGIES

E-BIKE CONVERSIONS,
SALES AND SERVICE ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

by appointment only call:
David Elderton 250-538-0911

25% off

in stock batteries
till Xmas
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Clean energy future desired
SOLAR
continued from 11
Boyd calls it the start of
Pender’s transition to a
clean energy future.
Fo r t h o s e w i t h o u t
access to the necessary capital or location
to capture solar energy,
the group has begun to
toss around the idea of a
community solar bank.
For a few hundred dollars, members could
own a panel or more on
a community-owned
solar far m that could
draw power from the sun
and link it into Pender’s
power grid.
With a solar bank, even
people who live deep in
the woods can make a
contribution.
“The way that works is
people can buy in for as
little as one panel and be
part of this amazing transition to a clean energy
future,” he said.

‘The right thing
to do’
According to information from the BC Sustainable Energy Association, the price of solar
photovoltaic panels has

dropped from about $75
US per watt to 75 cents
per watt 2014. Now the
estimate is 40 cents per
watt.
“ Wi t h c o s t s s o l ow,
development of solar
PV systems is increasing dramatically,” reads
i n f o r m a t i o n o n w w w.
bcseaorg. “The International Energy Association
predicts that solar power
could supply 27 per cent
of global electricity generation by 2050.”

“With costs so low,
development of
solar PV systems is
increasing
dramatically.”
BC SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY ASSOCIATION
As prices drop, members of the Pender Solar
Initiative are witnessing
an uptick in the number
of property owners who
are suddenly realizing
solar energy is a realistic
option. Though the province has yet to implement
incentives to encourage

adoption of solar installations, it has hinted at
eliminating much of the
red tape associated with
such projects, according
to the BCSEA.
Now a k a c k n ow l e d g es that many doubters
rightly point out that,
in British Columbia,
solar power does little
to offset harmful energy
sources like coal-fired
power plants or natural
gas projects since most
homeowners are served
by renewable hydroelectricity.
While this might be the
case on Pender Island,
there are many isolated
villages and hamlets
across B.C. that still rely
on diesel generators to
supply their electrical
needs. Closer to civilization, he added, residents who go solar can
feel satisfied that they’re
strengthening their community by supporting
resi li e ncy a nd e ne rg y
independence.
“I encourage people
to do it, because it’s the
right thing to do,” Nowak
said.
And based on his track
record, Nowak appears
to know a good thing
when he sees it.

Maxwell Lake
Please Respect the Watershed
PROTECT OUR WATER SUPPLY
Maxwell Lake is a vital part of our island
watershed, supplying water to many island
homes, farms and businesses.
Both islanders and tourists alike can help
to play a vital role in watershed protection
by honouring the fact that it is private
community watershed and not open for
camping, swimming, walking, hiking,
picnicking, mountain biking or off-road
vehicles such as motorbikes and ATVs.
These activities slowly degrade the
watershed because the expansion of trails
and pathways creates a direct route for
nutrients and sediment to enter the lake
during the rainy season. This nutrient
loading will negatively impact water quality
in both the short and long term.
A healthy and intact watershed helps to
filter and purify runoff before it reaches
the lake; damage to the watershed will
directly result in decreased water quality and
increased treatment costs in order to meet
the appropriate standards and regulations
for drinking water.
The North Salt Spring Waterworks District
appreciates your cooperation in our ongoing
efforts to preserve this valuable natural
resource.

North Salt Spring Waterworks District
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca
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what’s on this week

Wed.

Nov 16

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Thur. Nov 17 Fri.

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

SSPLASH AGM.
School board office (112
Rainbow Rd). 4:30 p.m.
Trails Forum.
Second night of two-day
workshop. Portlock Park portable. 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Getting Social with
WordPress 2.
Phil Rees will talk about the
social side of WordPress in this
informal meet-up. Salt Spring
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.
Eight Days a Week - the
Touring Years.
Film about the Beatles by Ron
Howard. A SS Film Fest presentation at ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
SongJam.
A pub-style singalong to the
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s
Pub every Wednesday at 7:30
p.m.

Giant Book Sale & Jewels for
Literacy Preview Night.
Salt Spring Literacy Society
members can enjoy wine, appys
and a chance to peruse the
books and jewellery in advance
of the Nov. 18-20 sale at the
Farmers’ Institute. 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Society memberships may
be purchased at the door.

Nov 18

ACTIVITIES

Sat.

Nov 19

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fri.

Swing Shift Big Band Dance.
Dance to the sounds of live big
band music, plus Latin, jazz,
swing, pop music. With special
guests. At Fulford Hall. Doors
at 7:30 p.m. and music at 8
p.m. A fundraiser for the Lady
Minto Hospital Foundation and
Bandemonium Music Society.

Nov 20

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Mon. Nov 21 Wed.
ACTIVITIES

Nov 23

ACTIVITIES

The Peace in Peril: The Real ArtSpring AGM.
Cost of the Site C Dam Book Annual general meeting of
Launch.
the Island Arts Centre Society.
Author and journalist
ArtSpring Gallery. 4:30 p.m.
Christopher Pollon reads from
Salt Spring Garden Club AGM
and discusses his just-published and Gardeners’ Question
book called The Peace in Peril: Time.
ACTIVITIES
The Real Cost of the Site C
AGM and panel with
Giant Book Sale + Jewels for Dam. Salt Spring Public Library guests Linda Gilkeson, Jim
Literacy Sale.
Program Room. Doors open at Erickson, Pauline McCarthy,
See Friday’s listing.
6:30 p.m. with the event begin- Mark Stevens and Lexx Zolis.
Astropolitics: A Briefing
ning at 7 p.m.
Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.
Session for Elon Musk.
Salt Spring Toastmasters.
SongJam.
See Saturday’s listing, except it A dedicated band of public
See last Wednesday’s listing.
runs from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
speaking learners and enthuIncorporation Study Open
siasts meet at the Shared
House. Final public sesSpace Community Hub, Unit
Interchill DJ Night. Latin
sion sharing Spring Island
#1 Merchant Mews, 315 Upper
music with Bassos Rancheros at Incorporation Study results. SSI Ganges Rd. every Monday at
Moby’s Pub. 9:30 p.m.
Middle School. 1 to 4:30 p.m.,
7 p.m.
presentation at 2 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
Red Court Indoor Tennis.
Giant Book Sale + Jewels for Red Court (1/2 court) doubles
Literacy Sale.
action returns for another seaSee Friday’s listing.
son of fun. Sundays at Centre
Nov 22
Annual Greenwoods
Court at SS Golf and Country
Nov 17
Christmas Craft Sale.
Club. 3 to 5 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
At Braehaven Assisted Living
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Nov 18
Tech Cafe - IOS 10.
Facility from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Conrad Koke to learn about
12 Angry Puppets: Baker’s
Excellence in B.C. Wines Event.
Nov 21 Join
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
exciting new features in the
Dozen.
Nov 19 John Skinner, owner of
The Costners.
updated IOS 10 operating sysCanadian actor, singer and
Painted Rock Estate Winery, ENTERTAINMENT
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
tem for iPad, iPhone and iPod.
puppeteer Adam Francis Proulx Live music at The Local. 5 to
hosts
a
sit-down
tasting
semiBarney
Bentall
and
the
At the SS Library at 12 noon.
presents his one-man, one-pup- 8 p.m.
The Barley Brothers.
nar
at
Hastings
House
at
1
p.m.
Cariboo
Express.
Salt
Spring
Tech Series: Excel.
pet comedy show at ArtSpring. Doug and the Thugs.
Every Saturday at The Local. 3
Then
at
6:30
p.m.,
a
four-course
Folk
Club
concert
by
13-plus
Live at the Legion. 7:15 p.m.
Instructor Jared Finesmith will
7:30 p.m.
to 6 p.m.
dinner paired with Painted Rock fabulous musicians at Fulford
teach students to use Microsoft
Open Mic With Dave & Ross. OKA.
Soul Shakedown.
Wines
created
by
executive
Hall.
A
SS
Food
Bank
fundraiser.
Australian favourite trio perExcel in this free four-part
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub
Live at the Legion. 7:15 p.m.
chef
Marcel
Kauer
is
offered.
Doors
at
6:15
p.m.,
music
at
7.
forms at Mahon Hall, with
course. Pre-register: info@
beginning at 8 p.m.
Emily Millard and David
Reservations
required
at
250opening act Luke Wallace
saltspringlibrary.com. Salt
ACTIVITIES
Simard in Concert.
537-2362
or
1-800-661-9255.
and evening closing set by DJ
Spring Library Program Room.
An evening with Canadian sing- Astropolitics: A Briefing
Salt
Spring
Island
Enauda. Doors open at 8 p.m., er-songwriters Emily Millard
6 p.m.
Incorporation
Study
Session
for
Elon
Musk.
music starts at 9.
Floor Hockey.
and David Simard, plus opening Public welcome to attend as
Committee.
Final
commitSam Weber.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall.
act Yael Wand. Harbour House UBC students present research tee meeting and referendum
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. Hotel. 7:30 p.m
7:30 p.m.
recommendation decision.
reports on some of the
Saltspring Driftwood Ad Oct. 5 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W
philosophical, political and legal Harbour House Hotel. 3 p.m.
implications of inter-planetary Ball Hockey. For ages 7 to 11
every Monday at the Portlock
travel in light of Elon Musk’s
901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
plan to colonize Mars. Presented Park Multi-sport Court from
starring
4 to 6 p.m. until Nov. 21. Preby the SS Forum at GISS. 2 to
KATE WINSLET
A Salt Spring Literacy fundraiser
registration with PARC required
6:30 p.m.
1 hr 59 min
at
250-537-4448.
The
Life
and
Art
of
Mary
Fri–Sun,
November 18th–20th
Rating: PG
THE
PARC Meeting. Regular
Filer Book Launch.
Farmers’ Institute • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
By Christina Johnson-Dean and business meeting of the Salt
HD TOUR
part of the Unheralded Artists of Spring Parks and Recreation
Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522
Nov. 18th - 22nd
B.C. series published by Mother Commission. Portlock Park
Fri. to Tues. 7pm
Thurs. Nov. 24th 3pm matinee and 7pm
Portable. 5 p.m.
Tongue Publishing Ltd. At
Sun. 3pm matinee
Advance tickets at the Cinema
Duthie Gallery. 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
and 7pm
Fri. to Tues. 6 to 7pm
with an author talk at 3 p.m.

Thur.

Friday Adventure Camp.
This week’s theme is Cardboard
City. For ages six to 12 years
at the Salt Spring Island
Elementary gym from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration
with PARC is required at 250537-4448.
Giant Book Sale + Jewels for
Literacy Sale.
Salt Spring Literacy’s amazing
high-quality used book sale
and Jewels for Literacy jewellery sale. Salt Spring Farmers’
Institute. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Youth Advisory Library Open
Spectacular Photography of House.
the Cariboo Chilcotin.
Youth 13 and up invited for
One of Canada’s best-known
pizza and pop and to have
nature photographers, Chris
voices heard about new books
Harris, will present images and and programs. Plus discussion
stories from his just-published on having a Youth Advisory
book at the SS Library Program Council to create youth proRoom. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., grams that are by youth and for
with the presentation at 7 p.m. youth. Salt Spring Island Public
Library. 5 p.m.

Sun.

What’s On - the go!

Bach on the Rock - Glorious
Haydn.
Concert at ArtSpring. 2 p.m.
The Barley Bros.
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to
9 p.m.

Tues.

Mon.

Sat.

Invite
the whole
neighbourhood
to your
garage sale
with a
classified ad.
CALL
250.537.9933

Giant Book Sale
+ Jewels for Literacy Sale

DRESSMAKER

CINEMA

• The Dressmaker — A comedy drama about a woman who, after working as a dressmaker in Paris, returns to her town in the Australian outback. With her sewing machine, she
transforms the women of the town, while exacting revenge on those who did her wrong.
• St Peter’s and the Papal Basilicas of Rome HD Tour — The Papal Basilicas
of Rome is a unique film that combines history and art. In spectacular HD, it
involves the audience, as they witness the magnificence that lies inside the four
Basilicas. Thursday, Nov. 24, 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. shows only. Advance tickets at the cinema Fridays through Tuesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.
EXHIBITIONS

• She Said — an art exhibit featuring the work of Sam Barlow, Julie Howard,
Meghan McKillop, Ahava Shira and Charlene Wolff — runs at ArtSpring daily
through Nov. 17.

EXHIBITIONS

• Avril Kirby shows a photography exhibition titled Travels with Rennie at the
Harbour House Hotel through the month of November.
• Eyes On Nature: David Denning presents an exhibit of his nature photography
in the ArtSpring lobby through November.
• Bernadette Mertens-McAllister presents her solo exhibition called Day of
the Dead in the Salt Spring Library Program Room through November during
opening hours and when the room is not otherwise in use.
• m)Other Tongue Press letterpress and linocut work by Peter Haase and bookart design by Mona Fertig is in the display case at the Salt Spring Library.
• Renee Sanden’s installation called Trinity: the Mother, the Daughter and the
Holy Spirit shows in the window of ArtSpace Gallery, #17 in Merchant Mews.
• Ross McLeod has photographs on display at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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Sunday Night Music with

The Barley Brothers

BLUES MUSIC

Souls of blues legends rise in Wiggly show
‘60s by the likes of Louis Jordan, Big Joe Turner,
BB King, Eric Clapton, Charles Brown and Etta
James and many more.
The show played to sold-out houses and standing ovations in B.C. last winter and had rave
reviews after it played on ArtSpring last year.
“This is not the usual Christmas show of standard Christmas carols,” said band member Hank
Lionhart, “but a tribute that gives you a look into
the souls of these fabulous blues legends by sharing the Christmas blues songs written by them.
You will find it a very refreshing take on a Christmas music show.”
The band is made up of Lionhart on vocals,
Mark “Westcoast” Comerford on guitar, Andy
Graffiti, drums, “Lightnin” Lonnie Glass, bass,
Wynn Gogol, keyboards, Wayne Kozak, sax, Bryn
Badel, trumpet, and Salt Spring’s own Dave “the
Duck” Rowse on sax.
The band originated in 1978, and its members
Uncle Wiggly’s Hot Shoes Blues Band members fill the stage in a previous Blues Christmas
are former RCA recording artists and in the Victotribute show. The group returns to ArtSpring on Nov. 25.
ria Music Hall of Fame. They toured extensively
in the 1980s, opening for such legends as Muddy
ArtSpring.
Waters, Joe Cocker, James Cotton, Koko Taylor
Tribute to blues Christmas
This marks the fourth year of the Christ- and Paul Butterfield, to name a few.
songs at ArtSpring
mas season blues show by Uncle Wiggly’s
Additionally, in January of 2015, UWHSBB had
Hot Shoes Blues Band, with Salt Spring’s the opportunity to represent British Columbia in
Salt Spring can count itself among the show set for Friday, Nov. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at the International Blues Challenge.
privileged few when Uncle Wiggly’s Tribute
It’s a collection of traditional blues ChristTickets are available at the ArtSpring ticket
to the Blues Songs of Christmas returns to mas tunes from the ‘20s, ‘30s, ‘40s ‘50s and centre.

From Advent Calendars
to Nutcrackers and
beyond. The most
affordable & treasured
gift is a special
one-of-a-kind
ornament...we
have hundreds!

H
140 Fulford-Ganges Road • 250.537.5882

CONCERT PREVIEW

Mediterranean heat on stage
Michael Occhipinti
and the Sicilian
Project
SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING
On Thursday, Nov. 24,
the joyous notes of Sicilian folk music will fill
A r t Sp r i n g’s t h e a t re a s
Michael Occhipinti and
the Sicilian Project take to
the stage.
The Sicilian Project’s
raucous energy isn’t simply folk, but mixes the
t ra d i t i o n a l t h re a d s o f
Sicilian fishermen and
sulfur miners with jazz,
chamber music, global
rhythms and electric guitar.
Brought together by
composer and guitar-guru
Occhipinti, the Sicilian
Project gets its spark from
its unique band members:
a medley of acclaimed
musicians from Canada
and Italy. For this tour,
the Sicilian Project’s lead
vocalist, Dominic Mancuso, is joined by guest singer Pilar. A Rome-based
star, Pilar is known for her
exotic beauty and her rich,
expressive voice that has
the power and dynamism
to soar above the Sicilian
Project’s energetic notes.

A FOOD BANK FUNDRAISER

B A R N E Y&B E N T A L L

THE CARIBOO EXPRESS
WWW.MICHAELOCCHIPINTIMUSIC.COM

Michael Occhipinti brings his acclaimed Sicilian Project to
ArtSpring next Thursday.
What can you expect
from this performance? In
addition to sheer energy
and rhythm, lights will
flash, feet will stamp and
hands will clap. Whether
singing in English or Italian, you’ll feel the emotions and stories coming
through in the music, as
if you too were breathing
the Mediterranean air, or
walking cobbled streets
in the scorching sun. The
Sicilian Project has been
critically recognized with
a Ju n o no m i n a t i o n i n
2009, and has toured in
Canada, the U.S., Italy and
Mexico.
In 2010, Occhipinti

received a Chalmers Fellowship that granted him
a four-month residency in
Sicily, to imbue himself in
the Italian island’s music
and culture. Occhipinti’s
residency resulted in the
new album Muorica, from
which the group will be
performing next week.
Listening to Muorica
has been described as
“taking a sailing ship on
the Mediterranean that
s o m e h ow m a n a g e s t o
stop in Mali, Jamaica and
Canada.”
Ti c k e t s t o Mi c h a e l
Occhipinti and the Sicilian Project are available
through ArtSpring.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ FEATURING ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
KIRBY BARBER ★ DUSTIN BENTALL ★ RIDLEY BENT
WENDY BIRD ★ KENDEL CARSON ★ MATT MASTERS
D
LEEROY STAGGER ★ AN
THE GOLD RUSH ALLSTARS
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

MON NOVEMBER 21ST
6:15PM DOORS / 7:00PM SHOW

LIVE
AT

THE

FULFORD
COMMUNITY HALL

TICKETS $25 - AVAILABLE AT SS BOOKS AND STUFF & NONSENSE

A
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FOLK CLUB

Bentall and Cariboo Express return
Acclaimed musical
treat raises food
bank funds
The Cariboo Express is a
one-of-a-kind variety show
with renowned Canadian
musicians led by superstar
Barney Bentall.
Bentall and a stellar
line-up of performers are
back at Salt Spring’s Fulford Hall this Monday, Nov.
21 to raise money for the
island’s food bank.
“ W i t h t h e re p u t a t i o n
of being one of the ‘best
shows ever’ to hit the Salt
Sp r i n g Fo l k C l u b s t a g e
when they performed here
last year, it promises to be
another stupendous success supporting this worthy cause,” said event coorganizer Trish Nobile.
Funds donated to Salt
Spr ing Community Services for the food bank that

LIVE WELL WITH

PHARMASAVE
Don’t let the flu get to you.

www.barneybentall.com

Barney Bentall leads his Cariboo Express variety show to
Fulford Hall on Monday night for a special Salt Spring Folk
Club performance that will raise funds for the island’s food
bank. The Bentall family’s Hawthorne Foundation will match
all funds raised that night.
night will be matched by the
Bentall family’s Hawthorne
Foundation. Last year the
effort netted a much-needed $15,000.
The show, which tours
select B.C. communities
and aids local charities, fea-

tures songs performed by
different lead singers and
collaborations, introduced
by unique and humorous
monologues scripted by
Bentall and co-host Matt
Masters. The comedy part
of the show is as entertain-

Health
YOUR

ing as the music.
Besides Bentall and Masters, performers are Ridley
Bent, Dustin Bentall, Wendy
Bird, the Gold Rush Allstars,
Kendel Carson, Leeroy Stagger and other special guests.
“The Salt Spring Folk Club
is so pleased to present this
popular, down-home goodtime show that celebrates
community and music
while contributing support
to such a worthwhile cause
as the food bank’s Christmas hamper program,” said
Nobile.
Donations will be
acknowledged with a tax
receipt from Salt Spring
Community Services.
Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
with the show at 7 p.m.
Tickets are on sale at Salt
Spring Books and Stuff &
No n s e n s e. T h e s h ow i s
included for holders of Salt
Spring Folk Club season
passes.

WORLD MUSIC

Australian faves
play Mahon Hall

for 2016

Your immunity benefits the entire community!
The top 10 reasons to ask about adult immunization:
10. You haven’t checked your immunization records
for years
9. Your occupation or lifestyle exposes you to
infection
8. You’re a health care provider or caregiver
7. You have a medical condition
6. You’re a student living in residence
5. You’re a parent or grandparent
4. You’re a gardener or work with soil
3. You plan to travel to another country
2. You’re pregnant or plan to be
AND THE #1 REASON YOU SHOULD ASK ABOUT
ADULT IMMUNIZATION...
1. You want the best protection against preventable
diseases.
There are many more reasons. Ask your doctor,
nurse, local public health office or pharmacist
about your specific immunization needs.
Immunization is not just for kids!
Free prescription delivery
Monday - Friday

L I V E

W E L L

W I T H

www.oka-band.com

From left, Julian Bel-Bachir and DigeriStu of OKA.

OKA and special guests

Dr. Wm. E. Lea

All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:
• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients &
emergencies welcome
(250) 537-4141

BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING
ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

DRIFTWOOD
Classes For All Levels
Classes For Beginners
AD PROOF

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino
*Mexico *Tuscany
IMMEDIATE response
required*Spain
DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6 / Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

250-537-7675
Please proof this ad
carefully

Visit my website
for class
schedules
& retreat info
and reply
ASAP
with your

approval or changes.
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM
If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing
the production team time to

Salt Spring music lovers are in for a treat when the
maestros from OKA hit the island with fresh tracks this
Friday, Nov. 18 at Mahon Hall.
Earth-driven rhythms, emotive wailing strings and
soaring woodwinds make this Australian trio a favourite
through appearances at jazz festivals to techno dance
parties all around the world, including multiple Salt
Spring appearances over the years.
“A celebration of all that it is to be alive and free in the
world today, OKA draws upon their indigenous connection to place and country through music,” a press release
explains of the group’s appeal. “Their signature sound is
an irresistible blend of influences spanning house, big
beat, reggae-dub, roots, jazz and world music, a rhythmbased sonic tapestry crossing cultural boundaries and
embracing the future without losing sight of the past.”
At the heart of OKA’s sound is the yiddaki, also known
as the didjeridu, morphed by band leader “DigeriStu”
into a looping, sliding trombone-like vibration that he
blows like a dervish. Joining the trio will be Chris Lane,
a founding member who has been playing flutes and
guitar with Xavier Rudd’s United Nations.
Folk singer and activist Luke Wallace opens with a set
of inspiring tunes for troubled times.
Doors open at 8 p.m., the show starts at 9 and finishes
off with a set from DJ Enaunda spinning African and
dancehall beats.
Tickets are at Salt Spring Books with limited availability at the door.
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For more Salt Spring arts &
entertainment happenings,
Salt Spring
seeSingers
our What’s On calendar
on Page 14.

CONCERTS

Bach on the Rock presents Haydn
Acclaimed harpsichordist
takes director role
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Bach on the Rock will return to
ArtSpring to open its 2016-17 season this
Sunday, Nov. 20 with a concert featuring
the works of Franz Joseph Haydn.
The Glorious Haydn program, which
will begin at 2 p.m., includes the composer’s Symphony No. 101 in D major,
also known as The Clock, and his joyous
Missa Sancta Nicolai, as well as one of
Michael Haydn’s festive Advent Graduals.
David Butcher, president of the
umbrella organization that includes the
Salt Spring Chamber Orchestra and Salt
Spring Chamber Choir, said members are

excited to welcome Victoria’s Michael Jarvis as their new conductor and director.
“We did a search and had Michael
direct our last concert of the year in June,”
Butcher said. “The comments from the
audience and the performers were that
it was one of our best shows in living
memory.”
Jarvis has been acclaimed as one of
Canada’s finest harpsichordists, fortepianists and continuo players. He has
worked with many of Canada’s leading
orchestras and chamber ensembles and
has performed as soloist and continuo
player throughout England, Italy, Bermuda and the U.S.
He has also accompanied or conducted many of Canada’s finest singers, from
Maureen Forrester to Russell Braun, and
is in demand across the country as a vocal
and instrumental coach on harpsichord

and fortepiano.
“Michael is very well suited and brings
a level of performance excellence that
we’re striving to achieve as an organization,” Butcher said.
“I’m very pleased and delighted to be
taking over this year’s season as director,”
Jarvis said. “The amount of talent on Salt
Spring is amazing, both in the choir and
orchestra, and I’m very excited to further enhance the island’s already vibrant
musical life.
“Our Haydn concert this weekend is
the perfect ‘getting to know you’ concert.
The music is joyous, upbeat, accessible,
yet requires an excellent ensemble to
bring it off well.”
Sunday’s soloists for The Clock are
Rachel Allen, soprano, Zachary Windus,
countertenor, Adam Dyjach, tenor, and
Xu Zhang, baritone.
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CONDUCTOR DON CONLEY
ACCOMPANIST DAVID STORM

SHINING
NIGHT

CONDUCTOR DON CONLEY
ACCOMPANIST DAVID STORM

CONDUCTOR DON CONLEY
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER
ACCOMPANIST
DAVID
STORM 3, 2016 AT 7:30 P.M.

ARTSPRING

Adults $18 Students/Children $5 at ArtSpring Box Office 250-537-2102

Ad

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2016 AT 7:30 P.M.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016 AT 2:00 P.M.

ARTSPRING

Ninth book in artists series released
After two years of intensive work
and research by author Christina
Johnson-Dean, The Life and Art of
Mary Filer, the ninth book in the
Unheralded Artists of B.C. series, will
get a Salt Spring launch at Duthie
Gallery this Saturday, Nov. 19.
The Unheralded Artists of BC
series illustrates and illuminates the
lives and art of previously undocumented important artists of the
1900s to1960s in British Columbia.
Information from series creator
Mother Tongue Publishing is that
Filer was an extraordinary pioneer
in cold glass sculpture who lived
in Victoria and Vancouver from

S
N

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016 AT 2:00 P.M.

BOOKS

Mother Tongue event at
Duthie Gallery

O
S
N
O

the 1970s on. Her father and stepmother lived on Churchill Road —
just down the road from the current
Duthie Gallery location — in the
‘70s.
A nurse, artist and art teacher,
Filer began her creative life in
Edmonton and Regina. After postgraduate work at the Montreal
Neurological Institute, she studied and taught at McGill University
under Group of Seven artist Arthur
Lismer and painter John Lyman,
graduating with its ﬁrst Bachelor of
Fine Arts in 1950.
Following professorships in
art education at McGill University, Pennsylvania State and New
York University, Filer lived in the
U.K. from 1956 to 1969 where she
thrived as a full-time artist and cre-

ated commissioned murals, which
heralded the start of her pioneer
work in laminated glass art.
After returning to Canada in the
late 1960s, Filer forged an unparallelled path in cold glass sculpture,
ranging from stunning heroic-sized
layered murals for new architectdesigned buildings to dazzling
tabletop-sized modernist forms.
Guests can visit with author
Johnson-Dean from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m. She will speak about Mary
Filer’s life as an artist at 3 p.m. This
event is co-sponsored by the Writers’ Union of Canada and the Canada Council.
Robert Held, who wrote the
introduction and has a glass studio
in Parksville, may also be in attendance.

Adults $18 Students/Children $5 at ArtSpring Box Office 250-537-2102
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PHOTOGRAPHY

UP TO 64% OFF!

Adults
$18 Granite
Students/Children
Paderno
fry pans. $5 at ArtSpring Box Office 250-537-2102
20cm/8” Granite fry pan. List: $139.00. Now $49.99!
2L Canadiana sauté pan with
24cm/9.5” Granite fry pan. List: $149.00. Now $59.99!
cover. List: $156.00.
$156.00
28cm/11” Granite fry pan. List: $159.00.
$159.00
Now $69.99!

B.C. wild
in photos
Thursday night launch
One of Canada’s best-known
nature photographers, Chris Harris, will present images and stories
from his just-published book on
Thursday, Nov. 17 at the Salt Spring
Public Library.
Doors open at 6:30, with the presentation at 7 p.m.
“Weaving images, story and
music, Harris will take us on an
entrancing safari through the province’s incredibly diverse central
interior region,” said David Denning of Salt Spring, who is also a
nature photographer.
Denning said Harris’ book called
British Columbia’s Cariboo Chilcotin Coast is “an homage to years
of photographic journeys, teaching and living in the Chilcotin and
a stepping stone toward conservation of the Chilcotin Ark, a vital
refuge against a rapidly changing
world.”

ARTSPRING
ARTSPRING
74% OFF!

Adults $18 Students/Children $5 at ArtSpring Box Office 250-537-2102

$3999
50% OFF!

75% OFF! Our 12pc Canadiana cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel and

4pc mixing bowl set with
silicone base & lid. Available in blue and red.
List: $99.99.
$99.99

50% OFF!

40cm stainless steel
roasting pan - deep.
List: $89.99.

features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern kitchens, including
induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe.
Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, 3L saucepans, 6.5L Dutch oven, 2.5L steamer, 3L sauté pan,
24cm/9.5” ceramic easy-clean frying pan, and 5 covers. List: $949.00.

99
$4499
$22999 $49
UP TO 42% OFF! A selection of Paderno
61% OFF!
Commercial bakeware. Premium non-stick bakeware designed
to meet the demands of the best bakers.
25 year warranty. Safe to 232°C/450°F.
PFOA & PTFE free.
Starting at:

$999

Made in Italy

20pc Green Park
flatware set.
List: $89.99.

$3499

ON NOW THRU NOVEMBER 20TH ONLY AT:

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop
Downtown
600 BeddisGanges
Road
140 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5882

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.
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people&community
community
Stay Connected

be part of the
Driftwood’s online community.
Visit www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
for breaking news, extra content and
to vote in our weekly poll; like us on
Facebook for breaking news, photos
and fun stuff; and get all the news first
by following us on Twitter.

IWAV event shines light on housing needs
D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

Poet addresses cultural
roots of violence

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

WINTER
CRAFT
BASKETRY  ART
POTTERY  JEWELRY
WOODWORK  GIFTS
NOV 25th˜DEC 22nd
open daily 10˜5
Mahon Hall

LOCAL
UNIQUE
BEAUTIFUL

With affordable housing being
top of mind for many Salt Springers, Island Women Against Violence (IWAV) is looking to create
housing for Canada’s “invisible
homeless” — the women and
children who have fled their
homes due to relationship violence.
Islanders can learn more about
how housing fits into IWAV’s current and future initiatives, support the organization’s goals and
hear thought-provoking poetry
readings by Lorna Crozier and
Peter Levitt at an important
fundraiser event being held at
ArtSpring on Tuesday, Nov. 29.
The ticket price for Building
Peace, Building Homes includes
appetizers and the opportunity to bid on some unique items
through silent auction and live
auction.
IWAV has been working toward
ending violence against women
and children by providing crucial
resources throughout the Southern Gulf Islands for 25 years. In
addition to a transition house,

10TH ANNUAL

GIANT BOOK

SALE

Salt Spring Literacy
Learn. Grow. Succeed.

second-stage housing and counselling/support services, IWAV
also operates Croftonbrook, a
20-unit subsidized housing complex in Ganges for lower-income
seniors — but more is needed.
Women who leave their homes
because of physical and/or sexual violence, and their children,
are over-represented in shelters
and transition houses.
“The effects of violence are
grave and long-lasting,” the
organization explains. “Victims
of violence are much more likely
to be unemployed and living in
poverty. It is well documented
that domestic violence is one of
the leading causes of homelessness for women and children in
many countries, including Canada.”
Levitt, a celebrated author,
poet and guiding teacher of the
Salt Spring Zen Circle, has been

deeply engaged with shifting
the troubling culture of violence
against women for most of his
life. He was motivated to work
with IWAV following the disturbing preponderance of rape and
sexual assault stories recently in
the news.
“I wanted to help somehow
and to support an organization PETER LEVITT
that deals with this issue locally,” Poet, IWAV supporter
Levitt said.
D.W.
is lookingtofor
material
D.W. Sa
HisSalty
contribution
the
eve- for
his
column,
ning
will be reading a poem that
The event will be hosted by
Streets
of Salt Spring Island
Str
he wrote more than 30 years MCs Marion Pape and Ahava
If you have information on any of our
ago inplease
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tous
Leda
Shira, with John Bateman as spestreets,
contact
at: and the
Swan by William
Butler Yeats, cial guest live auctioneer, while
250-537-9933
or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
which Levitt first read when 18 items in the silent auction and
and then pondered for another draw prizes are sure to meet
18 years. While Yeats looks at the Christmas shopping needs.
rape of Leda by Zeus from the
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
god’s point of view, Levitt revers- the program starts at 7 sharp.
es the perspective to the victim’s. Tickets can be purchased at Salt
As he sees it, the investigation Spring Books and the Transitions
is necessary for understanding Thrift Store.

PHOTO BY STASIA TOM

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

New Stock in Weekly

AND . . .

LED Flashlights
Tire Chains
Power Inverters
Car Audio
Accessories
Headlight
Upgrades
Tool Kits
and much more!!

The 2nd Annual

JEWELS FOR
LITERACY
sale of pre-loved
jewellery — and some
new pieces too!

L

PLEASE BRING BAGS

Sponsored by the
Rotary Club of
Salt Spring Island

Something for everyone on your list

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6 pm / Sat. 8 am - 5 pm / Sun. 10 am-4 pm

GULF ISLANDS

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960

“I wanted to help somehow and to support an
organization that deals
with this issue locally.”

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Stocking Stuffers
& Gift Ideas

NOV. 18, 19, 20

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Peter Levitt.

A SALT SPRING
LITERACY
FUNDRAISER

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

D.W. Salty

the source
of our cultural
accepis looking
for material
tance of men’s domination over
for which
his column,
women,
dates back thousands of years.
“We can’t solve it by snipping
off the twigs. We have to go to
the root of it,” Levitt said. “If we
understand what the story is that
we’ve been told, and what the
purpose of that story was, we can
start to understand more about
us as human beings.”
If you have
Levitt invited his award-wininformation
on any
ning colleague Crozier
to parof our streets,
ticipate at the fundraiser
and
please
contact
was rewarded with her
gracious
us at:
acceptance. Her poetry selection
250-537-9933 or
will also touch on the systemic
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and societal roots of violence.

If you have
information on any
of our streets,
please contact
us at:
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA PHOTO SERVICES
250-537-9933 or
Lorna Crozier.
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute

Plus — SS Literacy
Society members’
PREVIEW EVENT
on Thursday, Nov.
17, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Enjoy wine, appys and
perusing the books
and jewellery. Join the
society for $10 at the
door.

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

FUNDRAISER

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

O

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Players toss frights aside
Bridge provides sanitysaving distractions
BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Ghoulies and ghosties and longleggedy beasties haunt us on Halloween, and sure enough when the
bridge players arrived at Seniors
on Oct. 31 they were greeted by a
horrendous shaggy-haired putridfaced zombie. Thank goodness
when it was unmasked it turned
out to be the genial gentleman
George Laundry, going along with
the spooky date.
There were four and a half
tables braving all this and those
who overcame the shock the best
were Jeff Bell and Prem Margolese. Next to slough off the fright
were Ted Baldwinson and Catherine Gardiner, with Nick Beringer
and Patricia Sutherland facing
things quite well after that, fol-

BRIDGETRICKS
lowed by ex-zombie George Laundry with Terry Clement as the
fourth pair to remain relatively
calm.
Nov. 7 was U.S. Election Eve
with its attendant scariness too,
and five full tables preferred the
distraction of bridge to the TV horror show that had prevailed on the
subject. This time it was the Laundry-Clement pair gaining the top
spot, with the Baldwinson-Gardiner partnership retaining second place. Ian Thomas and Zelly
Taylor were third, and Flo Laundry
with Lynn Thorburn came fourth.
As we know, in bridge power
resides in trumps, and now we see
that in the U.S. it’s Trump. We can
shed the fright and be grateful that
in Canada we are able to play the
game in no trump.
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EDUCATION

Centre School initiates ‘Genius Hour’

here’s
my card
Servicing
the Gulf Islands
Estimates
& Advice

FREE

Insured & Licensed

www.aerialtreeservice.ca 250-748-3939 • 250-416-0218

at Merchants’ Mews

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

PHOTO S BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Clockwise from far left: Salt Spring Centre School students, from left, Sienna Cowan, Flynn Shugar and William Acken show off their
woodworking projects; Florence, left, and Veronica Floritto take a break from songwriting; and Zach Staicesku, left, and Evan Baukol
try to work out some of the bugs in their video games.

Student-led projects showcase
diverse interests
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

ment. Instead, he’s working on a
guide to fishing on and around Salt
Spring based on his own experience.
Information includes where you
should go, what bait you should use
and what you might catch .
The projects wrap up later this
month. They have been supported
with an allocation from the Centre
School parent group, plus a wood
donation from Windsor Plywood.

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

I’M AT MERCHANTS’ MEWS • 250 931 1113

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Ofﬁce

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Paul Zolob

250-526-2626

paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

BROKER/REALTOR

®

ANNA J. PUGH
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
P E R S O N A L L AW C O R P

I

Fraser’s

THIMBLE FARMS

We have a fantastic
selection of Japanese
Maples, Potted Fruit Trees,
Large Rhododendrons,
Leylandii Cypress,
Portuguese Laurels and a
huge selection of bulbs
for spring colour.
175 ARBUTUS ROAD

250-537-5788
www.thimblefarms.com
Tuesday - Saturday, 9-4:30 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

C L E M E N T & P U G H L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

ph: 250.537.5505

cell: 250.539.0012

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Fall is a great time
to plant!

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial • Licenced to practice in the Yukon

Blue Velvet Upholstering

Students in the leadership class at Salt
Spring Centre School are exploring a wealth
of exciting project topics in a new session
inspired by cutting-edge technocrats.
Kate Richer introduced Genius Hour to her
grades 4 to 6 class this term, based on a model
that Google, Apple and other companies use
that allows employees to use 20 per cent of
their work week for passion projects they’ve
created. Schools are also picking up on the
idea as a way to foster student-led learning.
“At the elementary level, that means my
students have chosen projects of their own
choice, and we work on them for an hour
every Friday morning,” Richer said.
Mentors have been recruited to help further projects along. Parent James Cowan has
been supervising three young woodworkers.
Flynn Shugar and William Acken are building
chests, while Sienna Cowan is constructing
a multi-level cat-scratch tower. They’ve been
getting ideas from YouTube and real-time lessons in power tools from Cowan.
Mia Clarkson is a doing a research project
on undersea creatures. She and classmate
Dawa Yeshe will show some of their results at
the public library. These will be the first items
to be displayed in a new section for children’s
work.
Yeshe’s project is on a massive prehistoric
sea monster called Dunkleosteus — an apex
predator that perished in the late Devonian
period, 360 to 380 million years ago.
“One time I saw it in a video game and I
thought it was something they made up. But
then I saw a picture in a history book so I wanted to know more about it,” Yeshe explained.
His project includes making a papier maché
model of the beast’s head, include the formidable hinged jaw.

Florence and Veronica Floritto are both
working on writing songs, since singing and
music is something they enjoy. Veronica is
writing about friendship, while Florence is
embarking on a whole series of songs. The first
one is about getting lost.
The two girls wanted to know how songwriting worked, but said they were surprised by
how difficult it actually is: besides writing lyrics, there’s the musical structure of chorus and
bridge to work out, finding the right tune for
the words, and recording and listening to the
final product.
Kieren Denny is teaching himself Moroccan Arabic in preparation for a trip coming up
next spring. He’s found several websites and
YouTube videos he finds helpful and is putting
together his own dictionary.
“I actually find the pronunciation quite easy,
but the writing is more difficult,” Denny said,
noting there are multiple ways to write the
letter “a,” for example, and how you put letters
together can change the meaning entirely.
“It’s coming along, though,” he said. “It’s
actually quite fun.”
Violet Fox has done a series of paintings
that will be displayed at Cafe Talia at the end
of November. She had help from artist Lia ter
Heide with the painting. Ronan Wardroper is
making a drone quadcopter with the help of
his dad, Alan Wardroper, which includes learning some coding first.
Also in the digital stream are Zach Staicesku
and Evan Baukol, who are building video
games with the help of Cohen ter Heide, a
teenager who has sold some of his creations to
the gaming market. They are using a platform
called Blender, and hoped to create a kind of
soccer games with hover-boards that didn’t
completely work out.
“Like Kate said, it’s not as easy as we expected. It wasn’t what we expected at all,” the two
boys agreed.
Shore Winstone started out intending to
make his own fishing lure, but soon realized
that’s not possible without specialized equip-

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

email: anna@ssilaw.ca

Royal
Canadian
120 Blain Road, Ganges

Doug and the
Thugs
Fri Nov 18, 7:15

Soul
Shakedown
Sat Nov 19

BOSUN’S WHISTLE
DINER
Monday to Friday
Lunch 12 to 2:00
Friday & Saturday
Dinner 5:00 to 8:00

Meat Draw Fri & Sat from 5-7

Come early, stay late!

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

20 | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2016

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

GARDENING

Q&A with panel members closes gate on club’s year
Multi-branched events
at garden club AGM
The Salt Spring Garden Club’s
last meeting of the year promises to be a lively one.
Eve n ts be gi n at 7 p. m. at
Meaden Hall on Wednesday,
Nov. 2 3 w i t h a s o c i a l t i m e,
including appetizers and desserts, and a cash bar.
Following a short annual gen-

eral meeting, the main event
w i l l b e g a rd e n e r s’ q u e s t i o n
time with panel members Linda
Gilkeson, Jim Erickson, Pauline
McCarthy, Mark Stevens and
Lexx Zolis.
Gilkeson has a Ph.D. in entomology and is a well-known
author of several gardening
books. She now devotes her
time to writing, teaching and
consulting.
Erickson says he “comes by

gardening honestly.” His grandparents were subsistent farmers in northern Minnesota and
hi s fath er fa r med th e same
land. He has acquired his horticultural knowledge the hard
way, on his hands and knees.
McCarthy has a six-acre garden on Salt Spring, which has
evolved into an estate-style
garden. She says her special
interests are roses, fruit, vegetables, grapes, herbs, flowers,

garden design and greenhouse
growing, and “anything historical, unusual or different.”
Stevens grew up in the
Coquitlam area surrounded by
farms, animals and gardens.
He is a graduate of Emily Carr
College of Art, a landscaper
and, since 1998, has farmed his
acreage on Salt Spring with the
intention of producing most
of his own food. He preserves
much of his harvest through

canning, freezing and dehydrating.
“Hooked” by growing plants
since childhood, Zolis attended the Niagara College School
of Horticulture and worked as
a gardener in North and West
Vancouver for 13 years. His
interest is mainly in ornamentals.
Everyone is welcome to next
Wednesday’s event, even if they
are not garden club members.

“By accessing world
markets for Canadian
oil, we’ll enjoy increased
tax dollars and years
of employment.”
- Deborah Cahill, President, Electrical Contractors Association of BC

Now more than ever, this project makes sense
for Canada and British Columbia. It’s vital we

47 B

$

in revenues paid to federal
and provincial governments
($5.7B of that in BC).

37,000
is the equivalent
number of jobs per year
through operations
(8,000 in BC).

$

1B+

in tax payments over
20 years to municipal
and local governments
after expansion.

receive the most from our natural resources
at a time when our economy needs it most.
The Trans Mountain Expansion Project will allow
Canadian oil to be delivered to international
markets and, as a result, Canada will earn
approximately $3.7 billion more per year for our oil.

15,000
is the equivalent
number of jobs per year
through construction
(9,000 in BC).

$

2.5 B

in additional spending
in Metro Vancouver over
20 years as a result
of increased tanker traffic.

95

%

Local governments representing
95% of the route have entered into
Community Benefits Agreements
that will provide funds for
numerous local projects.

By realizing full value, everyone will benefit.
In addition, the expansion will create tens
of thousands of jobs over the next 25 years.

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/benefits
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700

Committed to safety since 1953.
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PHOTO COURTESY ISLAND SAVINGS

FULL CUPBOARD:
Island Savings Ganges
branch members hand
over a cheque for nearly
$4,500 to Salt Spring
Community Services
food bank reps. Money
came from three months
of fundraising through
Island Savings‘ program
called The Full Cupboard.
Funds will provide the
equivalent of 13,500
meals, and the Salt Spring
Food Bank will continue
to receive cheques from
Island Savings on a
regular basis as donations
come in.

FUNDRAISER

Book and gem sale sparkles

here’s
my card
Call for
an
appointment
}

Flexible with
your
ferry schedule
}

Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647
groomthatdog@gmail.com
10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

DRIFTW

D Need

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

Packing
Paper
for your
Christmas
Gifts?

JOSH LACYIMMEDI

certified technician

this ad carefu
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING Please
FREEproof
ESTIMATES
FLOOD RESTORATIONS
If you have changes, please
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ASAP thu
“Since
1964”
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

If we do not receive a response b

Save the ferry fare!
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From left, Salt Spring Literacy volunteers Wendy Vine, Nighean Anderson and Jill McIvor
with boxes of books ready for transporting to the Farmers’ Institute this week.

Driftwood
GU LF I SL AN DS

Y O U R

Rotary Club sponsorship
new for 2016
BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

One of Salt Spring’s most eagerly anticipated
annual fundraisers begins on Friday morning.
A line-up has usually snaked around the
Farmers’ Institute building by the time the
doors open at 10 a.m. for the Giant Book Sale,
but there’s always plenty of room — and books
— for everyone inside.
This year marks the 10th annual event,
which is now a Salt Spring Literacy Society
fundraiser involving about six months of work
by dedicated volunteers who collect, clean,
sort and pack the most sellable of the donated
books. A small army of helpers then converges
on the Farmers’ Institute for two days of set up
and the three days of the sale from Nov. 18 to
20 this year.
“We have over 1,000 boxes of excellent quality books, and every single book has been
checked, cleaned and sorted into 50 different
categories,” said book sale coordinator Kim
Ballantyne. “Besides fictionThere’s everything
from Aging (gracefully or not) to Biographies,
Gardening, Music, Philosophy, Current Events
and Travel & Adventure, to name just a few.
And of course we have a Salt Spring section
with books about our island or by one of our
many talented authors. My favourites are the
Oldies and the Oddities where you can find
some real treasures.”

Another exciting facet to this year’s event
is sponsorship by the Rotary Club of Salt
Spring Island. Since literacy is one of the
main areas of Rotary support worldwide, it
was a natural fit for the local club to step up
to cover most of the sale’s expenses with a
$2,500 contribution.
“Salt Spring Literacy is extremely grateful to
the Rotary Club for its generous support of the
event,” said society treasurer Eva Kuhn. “It will
make a huge difference to the sale’s success.”
People are urged to stop by the Rotary table
at the sale and express their appreciation and
learn about Rotary’s other programs.
While numerous businesses and volunteer organizations contribute to the sale, one
new and practical addition is free taxi service
between the Farmers’ Institute on Rainbow
Road and downtown Ganges (only), donated
by Silver Shadow Taxi on Saturday.
The Jewels for Literacy Sale is a parallel effort
that will run for the second year. It features a
combination of gently used and new jewellery,
including more than 50 pieces of fused glass
jewellery donated by artisan Judith Borbas.
New this year will be a collection of watches,
outfitted with brand new batteries. Silent auctions are set up for extra-special pieces.
Sale hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on all three
days.
Those who can’t wait to see the books and
jewellery are invited to pay the membership
fee to join the Salt Spring Literacy Society and
attend a members-only preview event on
Thursday, Nov. 17 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
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Appliance
info@saltspringappliance.com
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596
www.saltspringappliance.com
Service for all models
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Why not stop by
the Driftwood
and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.
CASH ONLY.
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Vince Smythe

Dri

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SMYTHE

RO O F I N G

Ph: 250-213-6316Y
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

o u r

C o m

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

1 9 6 0

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

A

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS

SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS

250-589-8296 info@stephenproberts.ca

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

Gift
Certificates
and
Catering

Think Pomodoro’s
for Christmas!

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Kapa Kai Glass

TROY KAYE

250-653-4148

All Tides

C O n S u lT i n g A n d d e S i g n

DRIFTW

Your foreshore structure permitting experts

Monday to Saturday 11am to 7pm
www.pomodoropizza.ca

250-537-5660
142 Fulford-Ganges Road

(downtown across from Centennial Park)

IMMEDI

Call for free consultations
on dock permits & designs
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Adam Thomsen, Owner/Senior
Consultant

604.885.8454 • alltidesconsulting@gmail.com
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www.alltidesconsulting.com
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Classifieds 250-537-9933
Call

DRIFT WOOD

or 1-855-310-3535 • over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

PLACE AN AD

DEADLINES

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

3 line classifieds:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:
3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

All ads booked in
the Driftwood Classifieds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com
Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

PETS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

DEATHS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

PETS

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
TRAINING
Online-based 43 wk program
incls 8 wk practicum. Regulated Pharmacy Technicians
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals
& $20-$27/hr in community
pharmacies. Accredited by
the Canadian Council for the
Accreditation of Pharmacy
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

BEAUTIFUL Imperial Shih Tzu Puppies Father is CKC registered Liver
Shih Tzu and Mother is black and
silver. Puppies are home raised
with children and other large dogs
very well socialized and pee training in progress. Will Come with First
shots and de-worming, favourite
blanket and food package to get
you started. (One Blue male ( 2 Liver males ,one very tiny) and one
(black and white female). Ready to
pet only approved homes. Please
call Ruth at 778 422-1118 for more
information.

Swing Shift
BIG BAND

Norman Stuart
Hale

★

★

May 5, 1927 - October 16, 2016
Norman Stuart Hale born in
Vancouver died suddenly while
on his morning walk.
He leaves behind Lois, his
loving wife and soulmate of
46 years, children Marc (Joyce) and Kathryn,
stepchildren Dan (June) and Lisa (Shael), along
with 10 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.
Norm was a long time Salt Spring Island resident
and leaves behind many good friends.
Norm (Dad) was very proud of his family
and never missed the opportunity to talk of
their accomplishments. Norm enjoyed nothing
better than working on his property, reading the
Economist, and ‘kibitzing’ with Lois in the kitchen.
He was a fun loving, caring, loyal, and humble
man who, with his big smile, always made you feel
extraordinarily special.

★

★

Dance and Fundraiser
for
LADY MINTO
HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

Lend Me a Tenor

November 19 at 7:30 pm
Fulford Hall
Advance Tickets $15 @ Mondo Trading Co.
250 931 2553
PERSONALS

TRAVEL
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMING EVENTS

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE ISLAND ARTS CENTRE SOCIETY
(ArtSpring) will hold its AGM on
Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2016 at 4:30 pm
ARTSPRING
100 Jackson Ave., Salt Spring Island
Financial and Annual Reports will be received and
considered. The election of several Directors of the
Society will be conducted. A motion will be presented
to amend the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society
in accordance with the provincial government’s new
legislation. A motion will be presented to amend the
name of the Society.

www.artspring.ca
COMING EVENTS

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

MAKE A Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!
250-220-1300 or 1-800-2101010. www.livelinks.com  18+

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PERSONAL SERVICES

COMING EVENTS

TIMESHARE
CANCEL
YOUR
TIMESHARE. NO Risk Program
STOP Mortgage and Maintenance
Payments Today.
100%
Money Back Guarantee. FREE Consultation. Call
Us NOW. We Can Help! 1888-356-5248

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Do
you or someone you know suffer
from a disability? Get up to $40,000
from the Canadian Government.
Toll-free 1-888-511-2250 or
www.canadabenefit.ca/free-assessment

WORK settings: Employers home
Location: British Columbia Position:
Child caregiver-private home Job
duties: Child care, meal preparation, light housekeeping, cleaning
duties travel with family on trip and
assist with child supervision Terms
of employment: Permanent, Full
time work Wages: $11.25/Hour Apply: by email - froberts@zarpac.com Credentials: CPR Certificate,
First
Aid
Certificate,
Caregiving Course Work Experience: 2-3 years minimum

TRAVEL/TOURISM
FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH SPA RV
Resort is your WINTER DESTINATION for Healing Mineral Waters,
Five-Star Facilities, Activities,
Entertainment, Fitness, Friends,
and Youthful Fun! $9.95/Day For
New Customers. Reservations:
1-888-800-0772, foyspa.com

PERSONAL SERVICES
EDUCATION/TUTORING
ARE you a high school student, or a
parent of one, who needs help navigating the maze of university applications? I have a Master’s Degree
in Education and have recently retired as a Director of University
Guidance with 25 years experience
helping students apply to universities in Canada, the US and the
UK. Now living permanently on SSI,
I miss my contact with students and
would like to share my knowledge
with you. I offer a free 1-hour consultation with absolutely no obligation, and if we decide to work together after that, my fee is $50/hr.
Call me at 250-888-9229 or email
bethormarkhall@gmail to set up a
meeting. Bring your questions and
let me help you get started on this
exciting journey.

AUCTIONS

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.com
We’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
COMPUTER SERVICES
CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

BUD HAYNES & WARD’S Firearms
Auction 50th Anniversary. Sat. &
Sun., Dec. 10 & 11, 10 a.m. 11802 145 St., Edmonton, Alberta. Modern
& Collectible Firearms Ken
Wardlow’s large antique knife & tobacco
memorabilia
collections.
Over 1000 lots - online bidding. To
consign phone Linda 403-5971095;
Brad
780-940-8378;
w w w. b u d h a y n e s a u c t i o n s . c o m
www.wardsauctions.com
ONLINE AUCTION of Commercial
Restaurant & Food Equip - Opens
TUE NOV 15 / Closes TUE NOV.
22 - INCL. 3 Complete Bailiff
Seized Restaurants PLUS Bakery
Equip, Meat Equip & MORE !!! Middleby Marshall Pizza Ovens, 5 Hobart Mixers, Taylor Soft Serve Machine, Meat Grinders & Band Saws,
Canopies, Slicers, Dishwashers,
S/S Tables & Sinks - TO VIEW ONSITE OR ONLINE - WWW.ACTIVEAUCTIONMART.COM
Call
604-371-1190 - email: buyit@activeauctionmart.com

FREE ITEMS
7’ ARTIFICIAL XMAS TREE
Call 250 537-2458

FUEL/FIREWOOD
HONEST OL’S

FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

FINANCIAL SERVICES

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available.
Get online training you need from
an employer-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-7683362 to start training for your workat-home career today!

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

PAUL’S FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm

1-855-527-4368

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

STEEL BUILDING SALE...”REALLY BIG SALE-EXTRA WINTER
DISCOUNT ON NOW!” 20x19
$5,145 25x27 $5,997 28x27 $6,773
30x31 $8,110 35x33 $11,376 40x43
$13,978. One end wall included.
Pioneer
Steel
1-800-668-5422
www.pioneersteel.ca

IN MEMORIAM

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 23
gid
005 - Nov. 16

CLASSIFIEDS

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFT WOOD CLASSIFIEDS

Christmas
CHRISTMAS

Vintage Retro &
Collectible Show/Sale

Sunday Nov. 20th

9:30 am – 4 pm $4
‘Early Birds’ @ 8.30 am $20

Mary Winspear Centre
Sidney
85 vendors/130 tables
Free parking.
Children free with adult.
Join us on Facebook:

VintageRetroCollectible
Contact Josie
250-744-1807 or
josiejones@shaw.ca

Who makes a great
Corner/Crafts POD and
Neighbourhood
FOR SALT SPRING
Leader?
ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT
HAPPENINGS,
SEE OUR WHAT’S
ON CALENDAR ON
PAGE 14.

Our Annual
Greenwoods Craft Sale
Saturday, November 19
9:00 - 3:00 pm at
braehaven assisted Living Facility
137 blain road, Salt Spring Island
All proceeds go to support Programs For Greenwoods & Braehaven
For info contact brandy at:
brandy.borley@greenwoodseldercare.org

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOMES FOR RENT

Hay for sale: Summit Ranch
Hay and cattle hauling, selection of good quality hay for
sale. Large round bales. Call
Ray
250-567-8476
Vanderhoof

classified@driftwoodgimedia.com

Be a Smart
Santa GREAT GIFT IDEAS
Y

✓ Passionate about helping others
✓ Enjoys talking to various people
✓ Good Listener
✓ Ability to help lead others
✓ Team Player
✓ Organized
✓ Interest in emergency preparedness

Choose from
one of the latest
brand name
smart phones

• Cell phones,
• Satellite TV
• Landlines
• Cell boosters
• Accessories

Join the program and help protect
yourself and your neighbours.
Contact Laurel Hanley at 250-537-1220 or
e-mail to ssidepc@crd.bc.ca for more information.

www.prepareyourself.ca

Driftwood
GU LF I SL AN DS

Y O U R

C O M M U N I T Y

N E W S P A P E R

S I N C E

1 9 6 0

342 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, 250-537- 8371

by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

TIP OF THE WEEK
As the Earth turns, at approximately 1670 km per hour (1,040 mph) and orbits
the Sun 30 km per second (18.5 mph) the dramas of life continue to unfold in their
steady, rhythmic pace. The ongoing game of acquiring power and seizing it, you
know, monopoly, continues. This game of power and control is significant to
Scorpio. The desire to control people and resources is the lowest expression of
Scorpio, revealing the unchecked ego, elitism,and megalomania.
In its higher vibration, Scorpio is all about empowering others and sharing the
wealth. From a psychological and spiritual perspective, Scorpio is symbolically
associated with the processes of ‘inner work’ that we can do to purify, vanquish

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready to
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

our ‘demons’ our negative emotions, whatever they may be. This type of activity
reveals the path of spiritual mastery and may be described as ‘an inside job’.
Sagittarius is symbolic of higher truths, philosophy, ethics, principles, pure
logic and the aspiration to realize the intrinsic unity of life at every level of
existence. Freedom, democracy, justice and virtue are other themes linked to the
archer whose arrow is aimed at the Galactic Center, the heart center. Half a turn of
our planet after the Moon achieves its Last Quarter Phase, appearing as a perfect
half, illustrative of the interplay of light and dark, of Yang and Yin; the Sun enters
Sagittarius at 1:23 pm PST.

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfi
le103a.stm
READ MORE IN les/hfi
MY NEWSLETTER.
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

REAL ESTATE

..............................................................................................................

ACREAGE
CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION!
Humboldt County Nevada. 80
acre parcels only $ 200/acre!
Great for investment, farm &
recreational use.
Limited availability! Call Earl
949-632-7066.
wwwcheapruralproperty.com

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
550 SF ofﬁce/studio for lease,
Merchant
Mews.
Was
radio station. Lots of light,
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard
(in Victoria): 250-380-1669.

RENTALS
STORAGE

UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. ofﬁce, Chair
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary
Lou: 250-537-5528

STORAGE

SELF STORAGE

WANTED TO RENT
SINGLE SENIOR FEMALE
Non smoking, No pets, Tidy.
Good refs. 250 537 1507
Mid Isl.Storage
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DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Taking a philosophical view
on things and seeing the bigger
picture is important to you now.
Questions of power are featured.
In search of knowledge and tools
that will strengthen your position,
striking a balance between
tradition and revolution is likely.
One way or another, you are
determined to break through.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Deep thoughts, reflections, and
investigations about what is fair,
right and true are on your mind.
This process will continue over the
coming weeks. Your confidence
levels may be wavering these days
but obtaining key knowledge and
facts will help. On the high side,
your creative power potential is
steadily rising.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
You are determined to get to the
bottom of things. Conversations
emphasizing truths and principles
versus theories and opinions are
your preference. Through it all, you
are likely to gain new perspectives.
In fact, you are pushing to help
yourself and others see things
differently, more objectively.

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
A steady learning curve continues
to guide your focus. Much is
centered on the ever-changing
status quo, especially in your
professional and public life.
What you want now is new tools
and methods to solve lingering
problems. Regarding relationships
issues, honesty, humility,and
forgiveness are the timeless
classics that still work wonders.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
What is next? Questions about
how to best approach things in
new ways are on your mind.
Fortunately, a creative cycle
has begun and will deepen over
the coming weeks. Your main
challenge will be to stabilize your
focus. To avoid getting scattered,
get organized even if you do have
several projects on the go at the
same time.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
Nestling in close to home should
prove extra satisfying now. You are
entering a window of time when
you will feel extra inspired to
meditate and reflect on what you
deem true and important. Practical
considerations are featured as well
and at least some of your thoughts
will be directed to strategies linked
to finances and investments.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Many new thoughts and ideas
and being ignited in your mind.
Some of your focus is directed to
your home and linked to making
improvements and feeling more
inspired. Meanwhile, you also
want to break free of any ruts, to
get out to socialize and to play.
This is your invitation to try new
things to venture where you have
not before.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
You are in the process of revealing
a new you to the world. One way
or another you are keen to express
a different side of yourself. It
may be as much about exploring
facets of your personality that
have remained hidden until now.
Beneath it all, you mean business,
both literally and figuratively.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
Like the sunlight bursting over the
horizon at dawn, the time has come
to shine your light more fully. You
have been happy to step back and
out of the limelight for a while, but
that cycle is rapidly ending. You are
finding your voice again and you
have things to say, many things and
you intend to be heard.

Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
A push for power and perhaps for
self-control continues. Identifying
what constitutes your true sense of
individuality and authenticity is up
next. This has been simmering for a
while and now it will come to a boil.
What you deem true at this stage of
your journey is the main focus and
it will come to the surface over the
coming few weeks.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Thoughts about rights, freedoms,
truths,and privileges are surfacing
for you now. This trend will escalate
as well. The time has come to take
action and push through blocks,
barriers, inner resistances and
outer situations that have been at
a stalemate. In some respects, it
is your own perceptions that will
change and the results will be
evident.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
The time has come to take action.
Certain projects and activities
have been as if on hold. Not due
to lack of desire, but timing, and
now the lights are green. Yet, you
may have inner work to do and
fears to confront and overcome. It
is all about moving forward now;
turning back is likely to cause
problems. Advance strategically
and faithfully.
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sports&recreation
recreation
TENNIS

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

SOCCER

Red court’s
a smash hit

Boys master the elements
Return
level playing
D.W.to
Salty
is welcomed
looking for material
field
for his column,

BY FRASER HOPE

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Indoor sessions held every Sunday

D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A new season of half-court tennis offered by the Salt
Spring Tennis Association promises twice the fun and
double the excitement, according to event organizers.
Since early November, fans of half-court tennis
have been meeting at the Centre Court indoor tennis
facility at the Salt Spring Island Golf and Country Club
on Sunday afternoons between 3 and 5 p.m.
According to information at www.saltspringtennis.
ca, half-court doubles action isn’t just like real tennis,
it is real tennis.
The half-court game, which is also called “red
court,” literally turns traditional tennis sideways by
placing a smaller court on each side of a traditional
tennis court. Players in teams of two volley with normal tennis rackets and distinctive red and yellow balls.
Mafalda Hoogerdyk, president of the SSTA, said
half-court tennis is popular among younger players who are developing basic tennis skills and with
seniors or people with reduced mobility. The SSTA
launched the game soon after the Centre Court facility
was opened in 2012.
“It’s really fun,” Hoogerdyk said.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Michael Powell hits the ball, as Laura Moore watches,
during a red-court game at Centre Court .
To the uninitiated, the half-court game appears like
a cross between regular tennis and pickleball.
Red Court players use regular tennis rackets, but
the larger, lower-compression tennis balls and lower
nets slow down the game to a speed many players find
more manageable. Up to six of the half courts can be
set up within the indoor tennis facility every week.
Red court tennis is open to anyone on Sundays until
March 26, 2017 for a nominal drop-in fee.

With Salt Spring’s Fernwood Stadium hosting a duck hunters and
marine-craft trade show, the Old Boys
waded over to Portlock Park to host
Vic West with the full knowledge of at
least two working toilets for players
and fans alike. Oh, the joys of Old Boys
soccer.
If you have
The
sizable local
fan base on Suninformation
on any
day,ofeager
to see the Old Boys improve
our streets,
on please
last week’s
fightback against the
contact
Centaurs,
us at: quickly dissipated into a
few250-537-9933
hardy regulars
oras the rains lashed
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
down,
making denim clothing a most
unfortunate and uncomfortable experience.
As for the match itself, Old Boys
managed an extensive bench of subs
despite having many players on the
injured reserve list and were ably supported by the promotion to the Old
Boys 48 of “young” Sean Norgard,
whose last competitive game was for
the Salt Spring United O-35s in the
provincial finals at Gulf Islands Secondary School last spring.

D.W. Salty level playing
The much-appreciated
field atis
Portlock
Parkfor
showcased
the
looking
material
Old Boys’ expansive passing game,
for evidenced
his column,
which was
by five scoring
opportunities.
A fine out-swinging corner kick by
Mike McCormick was side-footed by
Donny Brown past a Vic West defender
for a 1-0 lead.
As players and fans alike looked
for the half-time whistle, McCormick
brought a thin smile to the crowd’s
frozen lips and chattering teeth with a
raking shot for a two-goal lead.If you have
information
on any
This reporter had lost
the feeling
our sodstreets,
in his fingers, the notebookofwas
please
contact
den, the ink had run and Siri
declined
us at:
to cooperate in any effort to record
fully and accurately. As a 250-537-9933
result, Hope or
resorteddwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
to the well-trusted tactic of

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

fabrication for much of the first-half’s
action.
Fans on the sidelines constantly asked about the amount of time
remaining in the game and were only
mollified by late goals from Dave Toynbee and McCormick, which secured
a 4-0 win.
The Old Boys continue their home
stand by hosting Sooke FC on Sunday,
Nov. 20 at a time and place to be determined.

D.W. Salty is looking for material for
his column,

Streets of Salt Spring Island
If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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A MAN’S BEST FRIEND
VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUBARU DEALER FOR MORE SAVINGS. JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM
†Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. *Pricing applies to a 2017 Forester 4dr Wgn 2.5i MT (HJ1X0) with MSRP of $28,190 including Freight & PDI ($1,675), Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25) and Air Conditioning Fee ($100). Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Dealers may sell for less.
Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Model shown is a 2017 Forester 4-dr Wgn 2.0XT Limited AT w/ Tech (HJ2LXE) with MSRP of $39,495. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. **0.5% lease/ nance rates available on all new 2017 Forester models for a 24-month term. Financing and
leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. ‡$500 Cash incentive is available on all new 2017 Forester models. Cannot be combined with Subaru Canada supported lease/ nance rates or lease payment offers. **/‡Offers valid until October 31st, 2016. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.western.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

“Drop in today, the coffee is always on”

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC
(250) 474-2211

