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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee 
members devoted one of their few remaining public 
meetings to discussing the imminent roll-out of their 
eagerly anticipated fi nal report.

SSIISC chair Mark Aston said his group’s fi nal report 
will be released before the end of this week, following 
some 11th-hour edits by consultants tasked to com-
plete the study.

Committee member Stanley Shapiro said at the Oct. 
19 meeting that islanders should prepare themselves 
for “a document only the strongest among us will be 
able to lift.”

He called the report a “modern version of [Encyclo-
pedia] Britannica.”

Given the report’s scope and sheer size, the SSIISC 
said generating widespread public enthusiasm about 
the document is both a major challenge and a prior-
ity as the committee prepares to host a series of three 
open house/town hall sessions.

The report was originally slated for release in March 
2016. The B.C. Ministry of Community, Sport and Cul-
tural Development extended the deadline following 
the committee’s request for an in-depth and updated 
road condition assessment report, which was released 
in August.

The SSIISC’s fi nal report, prepared by Victoria con-
sulting fi rm Urban Systems, will provide a comparison 
of Salt Spring’s current rural governance system with a 
municipal model. The report aims to offer ratepayers a 
sense of how property taxes will be affected by a poten-
tial vote to incorporate and how things would operate 

PHOTO BY GERRI CHARLTON

PICK OF THE PATCH: Piper Proudfoot picks up a long-stemmed pumpkin during a 
visit to Bon Acres Farm by School District 64’s home learners partner group. Halloween is 
just around the corner on Monday, Oct. 31. 

Final ISC
report on
its way
Incorporation document
precedes town hall sessions

CRD clears 
out Drake 
camp spot
Illegal campers advised to 
consider other options

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

About 20 people who Capital Region-
al District staff say have been camping 
illegally on forested land south of Gan-
ges received eviction notices from bylaw 
enforcement offi cials last week.

“The place near Drake Road is a mess 
of garbage and debris,” said Karla Camp-
bell, the CRD’s senior manager for the Salt 
Spring electoral area.

Salt Spring Fire Rescue responded to a 
stubborn stump fire in the area on Oct. 
3. Crews discovered a wooden pallet and 
other items left by campers who’d been 
squatting near the site of the fi re.

Campbell said the decision to issue evic-
tion notices was not related to the fi re.

The CRD allows campers to spend the 
night in a clearing adjacent to the main 
parking lot at Mouat Park between 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m.

Campbell said the campers at Drake 
Road were told about the area where tem-
porary camping is permitted during the 
eviction process on Oct. 19.

“It’s okay [at the Mouat Park fi eld site] as 
long as they remove their stuff by 7 a.m.,” 
she said.

CRD staff also issued notices to camp-
ers at the Mouat Park camp. The warnings 
indicated when camping is permitted and 
reminded campers that fi res are prohib-
ited.

According to CRD Bylaw No. 3795, any-
one caught camping in parks outside per-
mitted hours is liable to a fine of $100. 
Illegal fi res are punishable by fi nes of up 
to $200.

HOMELESSNESSGOVERNANCE

INCORPORATION  continued on  2
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www.prepareyourself.ca

Be a part of the team: take the 
training and learn what you 
can do to provide real care for 
disaster evacuees.  
Call Neva Hohn: 250-931-5550 or 
email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca

How many ESS 
Workers does 
it take to help 
house-fi re 
evacuee(s)?

ANSWER:  Two…one to provide information/
registration  and the other to hold  your hand and to 
provide support.

Excitement builds for Rural Accelerator program
Salt Spring 
‘exception’ opens 
funding possibilities

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders will get their 
first peek at a new pro-
gram set up to assist local 
business before the end of 
November.

Holly MacDonald, a Salt 
Spring Community Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission member,  said 
people will get a chance 
to learn more about the 
Rural Accelerator Project 
during a meet-and-greet 
event on Nov. 29. Work on 
a website is underway and 
Capital Regional District 

staff  signed a contract 
w i t h  p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r 
Brigitte Hayes early this 
week.

“ We’re real ly  excited 
about moving forward,” 
s a i d  Fr a n c i n e  C a r l i n , 
a  C E D C  m e m b e r  w h o 
helped develop the Rural 
Accelerator Project.

As reported in the Oct. 5 
Driftwood, the provincial 
government announced 
nearly $75,000 in funding 
for the project, which will 
offer small business own-
ers the necessary training, 
mentoring, financial and 
other resources to pros-
per.

Categories include food 
and beverage, green prod-
ucts and ser vices,  and 
healthy lifestyle products. 

The programs will be pro-
vided to cohorts of eight 
t o  1 2  b us i n es s e s  ove r 
the course of three four-
month sessions. 

Mentors for the f irst 
cohort  are anticipated 
to be in place by Feb. 15. 
The CEDC plans to assist 
all three cohorts before 
the end of 2017, accord-
ing to a report presented 
at Thursday afternoon’s 
CEDC meeting.

Feedback from the first 
group wil l  be  used to 
guide the program’s evo-
lution.

“It’s a first-time pro-
gram so there are a lot of 
unknowns,” said Darryl 
Martin, CEDC chair. 

“After three years, it’ll be 
easier to nail down.”

Non-profits can access 
funding

Provincial funding for the 
Rural Accelerator Program 
follows nearly two years of 
lobbying the government 
for access to money offered 
to rural areas of the prov-
ince.

The decision to approve 
the funding came about 
even though Salt Spring 
isn’t considered under the 
province’s “rural designa-
tion” because of the island’s 
link to the Capital Regional 
District.

Martin said a letter of 
exception gave his com-
mission the opportunity to 
apply for a slice of the pro-
gram’s $75-million budget. 

“I am very pleased with B.C.’s 

decision to include Salt Spring 
and our neighbouring islands 
in the B.C. Rural Dividend 
program,” he said on Monday 
morning. “Commissioners, 
both current and former, can 
be proud of their contribution 
to the favourable decision.”

Wayne McIntyre, electoral 
area director for Salt Spring, 
continues to advocate for 
Salt Spring’s inclusion into 
more rural assistance pro-
grams. A resolution approved 
at September’s Union of 
B.C. Municipalities meeting 
requests the federal and pro-
vincial governments to rec-
ognize electoral areas within 
the CRD as rural areas.

“While there is no guar-
antee that the two govern-
ments will support it, I am 
encouraged that they will,” 

McIntyre said. “On what 
grounds would they say 
no?”

Non-profit  organiza-
tions, the Capital Regional 
District and First Nations 
groups can apply for funds 
through the Rural Dividend 
program. The applica-
tion period for the second 
round of funding closes on 
Monday, Oct. 31, though 
Martin recommends inter-
ested groups begin to con-
sider submissions for the 
next round of applications, 
which is expected to occur 
in early 2017.

Search for BC Rural Divi-
dend at www2.gov.bc.ca for 
further information about 
eligibility requirements 
and details about fundable 
projects.

Year-round shelter among needs

“Yes, we did issue notices to 
occupants in Mouat Park; they 
have to clean up their sites and 
cannot leave them there,” she 
said.

Vuk Mirovich, an advocate 
for the homeless on Salt Spring 
and elsewhere, said she was sur-
prised by last week’s evictions. 

She said the recent wet weather 
has made life even more difficult 
for a population that’s already 
relegated to the margins of soci-
ety.

She added that the incident 
is a good example of why more 
must be done to accommodate 
the island’s growing number of 
homeless people. 

More affordable housing and 
a year-round community shelter 

are among some of the ameni-
ties homeless advocates have 
been campaigning for during a 
recent series of meetings to raise 
awareness about the problem 
and inspire prompt action.

A third meeting sponsored by 
Salt Spring’s Copper Kettle Com-
munity Partnership will be held 
today (Wednesday, Oct. 26) at 
the Lions Hall (103 Bonnet Ave.) 
at 2 p.m.

November open house sessions set

if the island became a municipality.
A summary document and the full report 

will be made available at the Salt Spring Public 
Library and www.ssiincorporatiostudy.com.

“I am convinced that Joe Salt Springer and 
most of Salt Spring’s residents have not been 
following the process, so I think any informa-
tion we can give them in whatever form that’s 
easiest for them is the best we can do,” said 
committee member Jean Elwell at the SSIISC’s 
Oct. 19 meeting.

Open-house sessions to learn more about and 
discuss the final report will be held on Monday, 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. at the Salt Spring Island Middle 
School, Tuesday, Nov. 8 between 1 and 4:30 p.m. 
at Fulford Hall, and on Sunday, Nov. 20 from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. at the Salt Spring Island Middle School.

Following those sessions, committee members 
will submit a recommendation on whether or 
not the province should hold an incorporation 
referendum. If they recommend a referendum, 
a vote could be held as early as February 2017.

Check gulfislandsdriftwood.com and the Gulf 
Islands Driftwood’s Facebook site for further 
coverage following the report’s release. 

INCorPorATIoN 
continued from 1

CAMPING 
continued from 1

fIrE dISTrICT 

Two fire board trustees walk out of in-camera meeting 
Disruption marks labour 
negotiations

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

An in-camera meeting held by 
the Salt Spring Island Fire Protec-
tion District on Monday evening 
took an unusual turn when a pair 
of trustees are reported to have 
withdrawn from the discussion.

“Two members walked out of the 
meeting, but a resignation requires 
a written notice to the board, and 
this has not happened,” said trust-
ee Derek Hill in an email response 
to Driftwood questions about 

whether two of six trustees had 
resigned from the board.

The district’s corporate adminis-
trator circulated an agenda for the 
Monday, Oct. 24 special meeting to 
fire district trustees, acting fire chief 
AJ George and the media on Thurs-
day afternoon. The agenda indicates 
the meeting’s lone business item 
regarded discussion of “matters per-
taining to labour relations.”

When contacted on Tuesday 
morning, corporate administra-
tor Andrew Peat said he had yet to 
receive any formal letters of resig-
nation from trustees.

The incident comes ahead of the 
Dec. 31, 2016 expiration of the col-

lective agreement between the Salt 
Spring Fire Protection District and 
staff firefighters who are members 
of Local 4467 of the Internation-
al Association Fire Fighters. Any 
changes to the contract are subject 
to collective bargaining between 
the union’s representatives and 
the fire district. The current collec-
tive agreement for IAFF Local 4467 
took effect in 2011.

Monday evening’s incident 
comes several months after the 
resignation of former-trustee Andy 
Hildebrand, who was elected only 
in December 2015, along with How-
ard Baker and Michael Craig. That 
election followed the September 

2015 resignation of trustees Michael 
Garside and Michele Severn.

In an interview that coincided 
with her resignation, Severn said 

the board’s primary goal “to save 
money at all costs” and a “lack 
of teamwork, respect and cama-
raderie” fuelled her decision to 
step down.

The Driftwood was unable to 
reach trustees Craig, Linda Lee, 
Norbert Schlenker and Mitch 
Forest for comments on Tues-
day, despite several attempts. 
Trustee Baker responded but did 
not provide further information. 

The next fire district business 
meeting is on Monday, Nov. 21, 
while its occupational health 
and safety committee is sched-
uled to meet on Thursday, Oct. 
27.

ECoNoMIC dEVEloPMENT

“Two members walked 
out of the meeting, but 
a resignation requires 
a written notice to the 
board.” 
DEREK HILL
SS Fire District trustee
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Watch for kids on island roads

Islander wins 
emerging 
writer award 

Salt Spring’s Beth Hawkes 
was the winner of the creative 
non-fiction category of the 
2016 Cedric Literary Awards. 

Hawkes’ story titled Sea-

sons earned her one of three 
$3,000 awards presented at a 
special reception held at The 
Union Club of British Colum-
bia in Victoria on Oct. 15.

Joel Scott of Chemainus 
and Sidney Harris from Vic-
toria were also major winners. 

“The most important 
focus of The Cedric Liter-
ary Awards is to recognize, 

celebrate and encourage 
emerging mature writers, 
age 50 and better, who 
have the benefit of living 
through some of the most 
i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s  i n 
our society,” said awards 
founder Peter Dale.

The 2016 selection panel 
included: Terry Ann Carter, 
Daniel Scott, Tricia Dower, 

Sylvia Olsen, Sara Cassidy 
and Monique Genuist.

Science World 
takes road trip

Science literacy across B.C. 
is getting a major boost and 
the Gulf Islands will be part of 
it when Vancouver-based Sci-
ence World brings its On The 

Road program to schools on 
Salt Spring, Galiano, Pender 
and Mayne islands this week. 

A variety of shows will be 
performed to “pique science 
curiosity, boost science litera-
cy and inspire and educate the 
province’s next generation of 
science and technology lead-
ers,” a Science World press 
release explains. All shows 

have a great visual component 
with stunts that could include 
a hovercraft, explosions and 
other science experiments.

The Science World team 
will visit Fernwood and Phoe-
nix elementary schools on 
Wednesday, Oct. 26 and Ful-
ford and Salt Spring elemen-
tary schools on Thursday, 
Oct. 27.

News briefs

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

InCorPoratIon studY

Bowen residents weigh in on incorporation results
‘Bowen experience’ 
offers glimpses of what 
could be

by seaN MCiNtyre
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Members of the Salt Spring Island 
Incorporation Study Committee 
have responded to a public demand 
for information about ways other 
communities have handled the shift 
toward incorporation by canvass-
ing past and present representatives 
from Bowen Island’s municipal gov-
ernment.

The committee has placed 10 
responses totalling nearly 35 pages 
on its website for islanders to read in 
the lead-up to this week’s anticipated 
release of the Incorporation Study 
Final Report and a series of open 
house events slated for November.

“I think they did an honourable job 
of trying to get input from Bowen,” 
said Michael Wall, a resident of Salt 
Spring who suggested the committee 
members undertake the survey dur-
ing a meeting of the SSIISC in May. 
“[The respondents from Bowen] all 
have different views on the thing.”

Of the 25 people who were con-
tacted for the survey, 11 people 
responded, two declined to partici-
pate and 11 did not respond. One 
email address was not current.

Among respondents, four voiced 
clear support for the incorporation 
experience and two said they feel 
the decision was wrong. Two partici-
pants who voted against incorpora-
tion in the referendum have since 
become supporters of the change. 
Three of the respondents offered rea-

sons for and against the transition 
from rural area to municipality.

Participants were asked primarily 
about “pluses and minuses” associ-
ated with Bowen’s incorporation. The 
survey also asked for additional com-
ments and incorporation’s effect and 
consequences on volunteerism with 
boards.

Bowen Island residents voted 60 
per cent for incorporation in a refer-
endum held in 1999.

Taxation fears never 
materialized 

Taxation for roads and other 
amenities has not, according to 
Bowen Island mayor Murray Skeels, 
bankrupted the community, as was 
predicted by many before the 1999 
referendum.

“Before incorporation we were 
told our roads would either bankrupt 
us or fall apart,” he wrote. “Today our 
annual taxes are very much in line 

with other communities our size and 
every year our roads are better.”

A significant advantage of incor-
poration, Skeels added, is that the 
island’s council is able to set trans-
portation network priorities, fund 
them and get to work.

“In my opinion, there is a tremen-
dous efficiency to be gained in incor-
porating,” he said.

Former Bowen councillor David 
Hocking cautioned Salt Spring resi-
dents that roads can can hold hidden 
long-term costs that are “extremely 
expensive,” especially if they were 
built with an inadequate foundation.

He said incorporation has, how-
ever, enabled “a far more demo-
cratic, accountable and transparent 
approach to governance.”

“Quite frankly it’s astonishing to 
me that Salt Spring does not yet have 
an elected council to address and 
manage appropriately the commu-
nity’s affairs,” Hocking wrote.

Relationship with Islands 
Trust has diminished

The ideological rift between pro- 
and anti-Trust residents was evident 
among respondents, yet most agreed 
the shift to incorporation has dimin-
ished the land-use body’s signifi-
cance to the community.

Nerys Poole said she believes 
incorporation has been a mistake 
for Bowen and will produce similar 
circumstances for Salt Spring.

She warned that a shift to incor-
poration has produced “much more 
pressure to develop yet will have less 
emphasis on ‘preserve and protect.’”

Poole, a retired lawyer and former 
Bowen city councillor who also rep-
resented the island at Trust Council, 
said she predicts a vote for incorpora-
tion on Salt Spring could signify the 
end of the Islands Trust 

Conversely, respondents such as 
Michael Kaile supported a further 
distancing between the Trust and 
Bowen Island. 

“I personally see no real advan-
tages in being part of Islands Trust. 
If I had my way, on Bowen we would 
have a vote on the issue, which, I 
hope, would lead to opting out.

“A ‘BIXIT’ if you will.”

Growing pains inevitable
Some respondents warned of 

the difficult phase in transitioning 
between a rural area and a munici-
pality.

According to Wolfgang Duntz, a 
former councillor and Islands Trust 
trustee, it’s taken the island six 
municipal elections for local repre-
sentatives to begin to address con-
cerns about issues like affordable 

housing and community lands.
“Bowen Island has lost its aware-

ness, sensitivity and respect for 
some of the most fundamental ele-
ments that make up a healthy and 
sustainable community as mandat-
ed by the Islands Trust-created 1995 
OCP,” he wrote.

Terry Cotter, a municipal coun-
cillor and incorporation supporter 
who served on the island’s restruc-
ture committee in 1998 and 1999,  
said he was extremely disappointed 
with the outcome after the first four 
municipal elections on Bowen.

He said intense levels of bickering 
and opposition stifled many vision-
ary community plans as islanders 
adapted to the new political frame-
work. 

“I had greatly overestimated the 
desire of the community to advance 
simple issues by working together,” 
he said. “The net result was inaction 
on many important files of commu-
nity business many expected and 
hoped would finally proceed.”

He recommended Salt Springers 
ask themselves if the community 
is mature enough to delegate tasks 
and feel confident that elected offi-
cials will have the capacity and work 
ethic to cooperate and get things 
done.

“If unsure, leave things the way 
they are,” he wrote. “Enjoy the nudge 
and wink of the familiar potholes 
and the occasional decree from the 
regional government as part of the 
simple life you seek.”

The complete list of the Bowen 
Island Survey Responses can be 
downloaded under the “Facts sheets 
& articles” tab at www.ssiincorpora-
tionstudy.com.

PhOTO COuRTESY hEllOBC.COM

A tourism photo of Bowen Island and kayaks. Incorporation of the Bowen 
municipality has brought mixed reviews regarding a variety of issues.
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ISLANDS TRUST
MAYNE ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee will hold 
a Public Hearing within a Local Trust Committee Business Meeting on:  

•	 Proposed	Bylaw	No.	170 – cited as “Mayne Island Land Use Bylaw 
No. 146, 2008, Amendment No.2, 2016

for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local 
Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws at 1:00	
p.m.,	Monday,	November	7,	2016,	at	the	Mayne	Island	Agricultural	Hall,	430	
Fernhill	Road,	Mayne	Island,	BC.

At the Public Hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in property is 
affected by the proposed bylaws shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity 
to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained 
in the proposed bylaws.

•	 Proposed	Bylaw	No.	170 – cited as “Mayne Island Land Use Bylaw 
No. 146, 2008, Amendment No.2, 2016”

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 170, is to amend Mayne 
Island Land Use Bylaw No. 146 in two ways:

The first amendment changes the Commercial Tourist Accommodation C2(b) 
zoning that applies to Strata Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and  20, VIS 6703 by 
adding residential use, including employee housing use as permitted uses. 
The units are presently permitted to be used as tourist accommodation units 
only. The location of strata lots subject to this amendment (13-20) are shown 
on Plan No. 1 below.

The second amendment changes the C2(b) zone by increasing the maximum 
floor area permitted for accessory retail sales to 40 m2 (430  ft2) allow for 
additional commercial retail space.  This amendment applies to the whole 
area zoned as C2(b) shown on Plan No. 1 as the subject property (Mayne 
Island Resort). 

PLAN NO. 1

A copy of the proposed bylaws and any background material that may be 
considered by the Local Trust Committee in respect of the proposed bylaws 
may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, 
B.C. between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, 
excluding statutory holidays, commencing	October	26,	2016,	and	up	to	and	
including	November	4,	2016.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2) (e) of 
the Local Government Act, additional copies of the proposed bylaws may be 
inspected at various Notice Boards on Mayne Island, B.C., commencing October	
26,	2016.  The proposed bylaws can also be viewed on the internet at the following 
URL:  www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/mayne/bylaws   

Written submissions may be delivered to:
1. The office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, 

B.C. V8R 1H8, by Fax (250) 405-5155 prior to 4:30	p.m,	November	4,	2016.
2. By email to: vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca.
3. After 4:30	 p.m.,	 November	 4,	 2016, to the Local Trust Committee at the 

Public Hearing at 1:00	pm,	November	7,	2016.

The public is asked to send any electronic response by using the email 
address vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca . The Islands Trust does not guarantee 
that any email submission will be received by the Mayne Island Local Trust 
Committee. Reasonable efforts will be made to provide email submissions, if 
they are opened and received, to the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee for 
consideration, but the public should not rely on email as a means of providing 
a written submission. 

Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for 
public review.
Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands Trust 
Office, Gary Richardson, Planner, at (250) 405-5157 or, for Toll Free access, 
request a transfer via Enquiry BC:  In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in 
BC 1-800-663-7867.

NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYNE ISLAND LOCAL 
TRUST	COMMITTEE	AFTER	THE	CONCLUSION	OF	THE	PUBLIC	HEARING.			                                                                                            

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

                                                             ISLANDS TRUST 
                                         MAYNE ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
                                                 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee will hold a Public Hearing within a Local Trust Committee 
Business Meeting on:   

 Proposed Bylaw No. 170 – cited as “Mayne Island Land Use Bylaw No. 146, 2008, Amendment No.2, 2016 

for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the
proposed bylaws at 1:00 p.m., Monday, November 7, 2016, at the Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne 
Island, BC. 

At the Public Hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed bylaws shall be afforded a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws. 

 Proposed Bylaw No. 170 – cited as “Mayne Island Land Use Bylaw No. 146, 2008, Amendment No.2, 2016” 

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 170, is to amend Mayne Island Land Use Bylaw No. 146 in two ways: 

The first amendment changes the Commercial Tourist Accommodation C2(b) zoning that applies to Strata Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19 and  20, VIS 6703 by adding residential use, including employee housing use as permitted uses. The units are presently permitted to 
be used as tourist accommodation units only. The location of strata lots subject to this amendment (13-20) are shown on Plan No. 1 
below. 

The second amendment changes the C2(b) zone by increasing the maximum floor area permitted for accessory retail sales to 40 m2

(430  ft2) allow for additional commercial retail space.  This amendment applies to the whole area zoned as C2(b) shown on Plan No. 1 
as the subject property (Mayne Island Resort).  

PLAN NO. 1 

A copy of the proposed bylaws and any background material that may be considered by the Local Trust Committee in respect of the
proposed bylaws may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing October 26, 2016, and up to and including 
November 4, 2016. 

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2) (e) of the Local Government Act, additional copies of the 
proposed bylaws may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Mayne Island, B.C., commencing October 26, 2016.  The proposed 
bylaws can also be viewed on the internet at the following URL:  www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/mayne/bylaws 

Written submissions may be delivered to: 
1. The office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, by Fax (250) 405-5155 prior to 4:30

p.m, November 4, 2016. 
2. By email to: vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca.
3. After 4:30 p.m., November 4, 2016, to the Local Trust Committee at the Public Hearing at 1:00 pm, November 7, 2016.

The public is asked to send any electronic response by using the email address vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca . The Islands Trust does 
not guarantee that any email submission will be received by the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee. Reasonable efforts will be made 
to provide email submissions, if they are opened and received, to the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee for consideration, but the 
public should not rely on email as a means of providing a written submission.  

Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for public review. 
Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands Trust Office, Gary Richardson, Planner, at (250) 405-5157 or, 
for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC:  In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867. 

NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYNE ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.                                                                                               Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

News UpDates HEAlTH CArE

Sexual assault exams available 

Forensic nursing 
program launches at 
Lady Minto

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Victims of sexual assault can 
now avoid the financial and emo-
tional burden of having to travel 
to Vancouver Island for special-
ized care.

Enhanced medical and foren-
sic care, including the adminis-
tration of rape kit exams, is now 
being offered at Lady Minto Hos-
pital by locally trained forensic 
nurse examiners.   

“This is a wonderful exam-
ple of a service enhancement 
brought about by a community 
committed to removing barri-
ers through collaboration and 
open discussion,” Health Min-
ister Terry Lake stated in a news 
release.

“We are pleased to be able to 
work with community partners 
to establish local access to the 

sexual assault nurse examiner 
service,” said Shannon Dames 
of Island Health’s Forensic Nurse 
Examiner Program.

The service was developed 
by Island Health with com-
munity service partners. Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation is 
providing educational fund-
ing for specialized training and 
ongoing support. Initial funding 
for the program came through 
a $40,000 grant from Civil For-
feiture BC to the Southern Gulf 
Islands’ Violence Against Women 
in Relationships (VAWIR) com-
mittee, awarded to develop and 
enhance sexual assault response 
in the Southern Gulf Islands. 

“Having the sexual assault 
response team on Salt Spring 
Island has been a result of col-
laborative work by key commu-
nity partners who comprise our 
local VAWIR committee, includ-
ing RCMP, Victim Services, IWAV 
and SWOVA. We are hopeful that 
this service will be one piece of 
the larger system in supporting 
victims of sexual assault,” said 

Katie Watters, Salt Spring Victims 
Services’ program coordinator.

Services now available to vic-
tims of sexual assault include 
physical examination, preventa-
tive medical services and evi-
dence collection, subject to the 
victim’s preference. In addition 
to providing the necessary medi-
cal services, hospital staff will 
have protocols in place that link 
survivors and their families to 
other services they may want 
to access to support social and 
emotional recovery.

“A sexual assault is a very emo-
tional and traumatizing experi-
ence,” said Alice Gelpke, Island 
Health’s executive director for 
Cowichan, Saanich Peninsu-
la and Southern Gulf Islands. 
“Forensic nurse examiners pro-
vide an important service that 
is confidential, non-judgmental 
and culturally safe to meet the 
patient’s specific needs.” 

Children under age 13 will 
continue to be treated by pediat-
ric specialists at Victoria General 
Hospital.

phOTO BY SEAN MCiNTYRE

island health personnel and community partners celebrate the launch of sexual assault exam capability at 
Lady Minto hospital, which started Oct. 15.

rCMP

Madrona Bay boat reported missing
More damage to locked vehicles

 
Salt Spring RCMP are investigating the possible 

theft of a 14-foot aluminum boat named Vagabond 
after its owner reported the boat missing from a pri-
vate dock in Madrona Bay.  According to police files, 
the boat’s disappearance is believed to have occurred 
on Oct. 12, and was reported to RCMP on Oct. 19. The 
boat is described as being a faded yellow colour, with 
a 9.9-HP long-shaft Evinrude outboard motor, both of 
1980s vintage. Anyone with information on the where-
abouts of the boat is asked to call the local detachment 
at 250-537-5555.

A vehicle parked in the 2000 block of Fulford-Gan-
ges Road sustained damage to the driver’s door lock 
sometime around Oct.18. Police say the owner sus-
pects the damage was an attempt to break into the 
vehicle, though nothing was found to be missing from 
inside. No suspects have been identified to date. Any-
one with information on the case is asked to call the 
Salt Spring RCMP. 

Police road checks continue
Motorists can expect to see an increased police 

presence and road checkpoints around the island as 
officers continue to focus their efforts on removing 
impaired drivers from local roadways.  

Drivers are reminded that B.C. has some of Cana-
da’s toughest laws designed to immediately remove 
impaired drivers from the road,” the local detach-
ment stated in a new release. “Local officers take a 
zero tolerance approach to impaired driving, so if 
you plan on drinking alcohol, plan a sober ride home 
in advance.”

 
Officers prepare for safe Halloween

With Halloween approaching, local officers are plan-
ning a visible presence on local roads to ensure that 
youngsters enjoy a safe night. Parents are reminded to 
include high-visibility clothing or reflective markings on 
their children’s costumes, to ensure they can be seen by 
motorists. Drivers are reminded to use extra caution on 
Halloween night, and watch for distracted children. 
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JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

“Drop in today, the coffees always on” 

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC

(250) 474-2211

†Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. *Pricing applies to a 2017 Forester 4dr Wgn 2.5i MT (HJ1X0) with MSRP of $28,190 including Freight & PDI 
($1,675), Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25) and Air Conditioning Fee ($100). Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Dealers may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Model shown is a 2017 Forester 
4-dr Wgn 2.0XT Limited AT w/ Tech (HJ2LXE) with MSRP of $39,495. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. **0.5% lease/ nance 
rates available on all new 2017 Forester models for a 24-month term. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. ‡$500 Cash incentive is available on all new 2017 Forester models. 
Cannot be combined with Subaru Canada supported lease/ nance rates or lease payment offers. **/‡Offers valid until October 31st, 2016. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.western.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUBARU DEALER FOR  MORE SAVINGS. WESTERN.SUBARUDEALER.CA.

sCaMs

Islanders beset by ‘court’ emails
Attachments infected 
with virus

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Islanders appear 
to be the latest victims of an 
attempted email virus attack 
based on a fraudulent notice to 
appear in court.

While the message warns the 
recipient must attend court on 
a specific date and bring the 
attached information with them 
or risk having the case heard in 
their absence, the true penalty 
will come to anyone who opens 
the attachment, which contains 
a computer virus or malware. 
Recipients are advised to delete 
the email and not open any 
attachments, click on any links, 
or unsubscribe.

Island resident Ken Barnes 
received a scam message with 
a notice to appear earlier this 
month from noreply@highcourt.
com. The email message was not 
addressed to Barnes personally 

and did not state the court name 
or location. He did not open the 
attachment and brought it to 
local police instead, but learned 
they don’t have the ability to track 
down the true senders.

Another islander received a 
similar but even less credible 
message from Messenger-X-W 
stating a fax had been sent, which 
could be viewed by opening an 
attachment in the email. The 
name of the document was Crim-
inal Case Against You.

The Office of the Chief Judge  
of the Provincial Court of Brit-
ish Columbia stated it has not 
received any complaints of 
phishing emails spoofed from 
the Provincial Court. However, 
Victoria City Police issued an 
alert in September 2015 saying 
the scam had affected local resi-
dents. It had not only resulted in 
victims exposing information on 
their computers but had caused 
some people to needlessly show 
up for the fictional court appear-
ance.

“VicPD was first notified of this 

latest instance of the court sum-
mons scam by officials with the 
Ministry of Justice,” the warning 
states. “They advise that, in B.C., 
court registries send correspon-
dence by mail. While they do help 
the public by phone and occa-
sionally by email, any document 
that requires a court appearance 
is either mailed or served person-
ally, as appropriate, by a peace 
officer or another adult. 

“In most cases, any court-
generated documents that are 
mailed or personally delivered 
relate to a proceeding or inci-
dent about which the recipient is 
already aware. Notably, all official 
court correspondence in B.C. is 
provided in English.”

Warnings about identical 
scam messages came from the 
Nebraska Judicial Branch, the 
New York State Court System and 
the United Kingdom’s Business 
Crime Reduction Centre in 2014 
and 2015. 

For more information on email 
scams, visit the Canadian Anti-
fraud Centre online.

IdEas

Duceppe visits Salt Spring Forum
Discussion to range from Brexit to 
Québec independence 

SUBMITTED BY SS FORUM
With Britain’s recent vote to leave the European 

Union, can we be sure that something similar will not 
happen in Québec? Where do the majority of Québecers 
currently stand on separation? What would an indepen-
dent Québec look like? What would happen to the “Rest 
of Canada?” 

From language politics, to the Québec Charter of Val-
ues, to sovereignty and much more, please join the Salt 
Spring Forum in a lively discussion with Gilles Duceppe, 
the former leader of the Bloc Québécois. Duceppe will 
appear at ArtSpring on Saturday, Oct. 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

“We’re running a Canada 150 series this year and 
needed a strong and informed perspective from Qué-
bec,” said Salt Spring Forum manager Julian Paquette. 
“We’re thrilled that Mr. Duceppe will share his wealth of 
knowledge and experience with us.”

Duceppe was the first politician ever elected to the 
House of Commons on a sovereigntist platform. He 
served as the leader of the Bloc Québécois for nearly a 
decade and a half from 1997 to 2011, and again, briefly, 
in 2015. For three months in 1997, he was Leader of the 
Official Opposition.

When Duceppe was in sixth grade, Francophone stu-
dents had to stand in the aisle on an Anglophone school 
bus. Duceppe complained about this and was slapped 
by the teacher. He slapped the teacher back. 

This bold and independent spirit has infused 
Duceppe’s career. As a student, he served as vice-presi-
dent of the General Union of Québec Students and then 
as general manager of the Université de Montréal news-
paper Le Quartier Latin. 

After university, he worked as an organizer and nego-
tiator at the Confederation of National Trade Unions 
from 1981-1990.

Today, after a long career as a Member of Parliament 
and party leader, Duceppe is one of the most sought-
after political analysts in Québec. 

fIrE dIstrICt

Fire district orders new tender
New truck will be based at 
Fulford hall

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire Protection District trust-
ees have authorized the spending of up to 
$339,000 for a new water tender that will 
replace an aging truck at the Fulford fire hall.

Trustees unanimously approved use of 
the funds from the district’s capital works 
renewal reserve fund at the monthly fire 
district meeting held on Oct. 17.

“There will be no borrowings as the pur-
chase will be fully funded by the withdrawal 
from the capital fund and cash resources,” 
said Andrew Peat, the fire protection dis-
trict’s corporate administrator. “The final 
purchase price in Canadian dollars will 
depend on exchange rates.”

The price for the unit is just below 
$275,000 US.

Trustees awarded a contract for the 
3,000-gallon tender with a 2017 Freightline 
chassis to MidWest Fire Equipment and 
Repair Company of Luverne, Minn. follow-
ing a competitive bid process.

Delivery of the vehicle is expected by late 
2016 or early 2017.

The district has no plans for the old 
apparatus as of yet. Peat said he suspects 
the redundant vehicle will be disposed of 
according to approved policy if it isn’t kept 
for backup or training purposes.

“The [old] equipment will no longer 
‘count’ for Fire Underwriters Survey supe-
rior water shuttle accreditation,” Peat said.

The fire district’s capital reserve stood at 
$590,499.14 as of Sept. 29, 2016. Any funds 
left after the purchase will be returned to the 
reserve fund, according to Bylaw No. 133.

PhOTO BY GAil SJuBERG 

lIfE saVEr: A life ring hangs on a post at Weston lake after being 
purchased by part-time lake area resident Bryan Young and installed by 
Roy howarth. Young was moved to see a life ring made available after two 
young men visiting the island drowned in the lake in August. 
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Well done
A

s the Salt Spring Island 
Incorporation Study 
Committee’s nine 
volunteer members 

approach the end of what’s 
been an all-encompassing, 
two-year stint to guide comple-
tion of a major governance 
report, it’s as good a time as 
any to say “job well done.”

Yet a simple thank you isn’t enough.
The committee’s fi nal report is due to be released 

this week and, although we’ve been promised a 
hefty and thoroughly researched reading assign-
ment, it behooves any resident with an interest in 
the island’s future to scroll through the document 
at the very least.

It’s fair to say most Salt Springers have found 
other ways to spend their time as committee mem-
bers have resolved the fi nal report’s infi nite com-
plexities. Attendance at any of the committee’s 

regular monthly meet-
ings rarely exceeds five 
or six people. As noted 
by committee member 
Kelly Hyslop at a Thurs-
day meeting, those few 
folks who’ve been paying 
attention have probably 
already made up their 
minds.

That’s not good enough for a community set to 
embark on what could be its most important vote 
since 70 per cent of Salt Spring voters rejected 
incorporation in a referendum held in 2002.

Most of us probably won’t fi nd time in the com-
ing weeks to thoroughly thumb through the study’s 
fi ndings, but everyone will have ample opportunity 
to learn more about and join the discussion during 
a series of three town hall sessions scheduled for 
Monday, Nov. 7, Tuesday, Nov. 8 and Sunday, Nov. 
20. Public comments from these meetings will help 
inform committee members’ fi nal recommenda-
tion on whether to ask the province to approve and 
fund an incorporation referendum in early 2017.

These events represent the culmination of years 
of work, not only by SSIISC members but also from 
the 2013 Salt Spring Governance Committee and 
elected officials who first campaigned way back 
in 2011 on a platform to pursue a referendum on 
incorporation. 

At more than fi ve years in the making, change 
of this magnitude doesn’t come quickly, but the 
opportunity to become truly informed is finally 
upon us. Let’s not waste our chance.

Time to get engaged in discussion
I’m convinced our incorporation study committee has been doing 

its best. They paid attention when a citizen spoke up last November, 
to say that the preliminary study’s fi gures for road costs were off by 
around half a million dollars, and we got an additional study by an 
independent contractor. Another example: one member found out 
that it was once possible for new municipalities to keep the special 
farm tax status, but this is no longer an option for us.

The committee has been working within a process that is demon-
strably biased towards incorporation. Their mandate specifi cally 
excluded looking at a range of governance options for Salt Spring 
(and, in 2015, they declined my request to consider work that would 
be done by local citizens to investigate such options). But so many 
residents wanted more information about governance options other 
than incorporation, that they decided to address the issue after all. 

Hence the “dissecting a governance non-option” article in the Oct. 
12 Driftwood. The thing is, the local community commission “non-
option” was something the B.C. government was reportedly insisting 
on, in 2010, in order for Salt Spring to get provincial funding for a 
governance study. And there are other options worth checking out 
as well.

Their mandate also precluded considering the impact on the 
Islands Trust if Salt Spring were to incorporate. But so many people 
wanted information on that topic that they asked the provincial gov-
ernment to respond. Their article reassures us that “the council of an 
island municipality must have regard to the object of the Trust,” etc. 
but fails to explain how the Trust system helps prevent land use deci-
sions from being driven by a desire to increase tax revenue through 
the approval of excessive development proposals. 

It’s a bit of a shocker that the article does not mention the pro-
jected $540,000 a year shortfall to the Trust budget, if Salt Spring were 
to incorporate. The Urban Systems analysis of potential impacts to 

the Trust explains that unless the Trust were to raise taxes for the 
remaining unincorporated islands in the Trust, “the impact would 
be substantial, making it diffi cult for the Islands Trust to carry out 
its mandate in the way it does now.” I know former trustees who 
predict that if Salt Spring were to incorporate, the Trust would be so 
weakened that, over time, people would object to funding it at all, 
leading to its eventual demise. Indeed, one Bowen Island municipal 
councillor predicts that “if Salt Spring Island becomes a municipal-
ity, this may signify the end of the [Islands Trust].”

The governance and incorporation studies have generated reams 
of words. To save others from wading through that to fi nd useful 
gems, here’s one: a senior ministry representative asserted, “It is no 
secret that residents of the Gulf Islands are astute and engaged. It’s 
clear to the ministry that some members of the community would 
very much like to distract the [incorporation study committee] from 
its work. This […] appears to be working, e.g. some members of the 
ISC are questioning its mandate.” (If citizens are asking questions 
that go beyond the scope of the mandate, is it fair to assume they are 
aiming to distract the ISC?)

Fellow Gulf Islanders, let’s be astute and engaged! Let’s not cave 
in to the endless bromides minimizing the downsides of municipal 
incorporation. A former Bowen Island municipal councillor won-
ders what Salt Springers would hope to achieve through incor-
poration, since many on Bowen are envious of what has been 
accomplished here so far. Another urges us to have a good look 
at the driving forces for incorporating. We need to ask who 
would stand to benefi t: the whole community, or only a few?

The writer has been monitoring discussions about gover-
nance on Salt Spring for the past six years or more.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Jan Slakov

THE ISSUE:
Incorporation 
study
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Madison GreGGains
I follow Justin and his wife 
Sophie on Facebook. I really 
like how they communicate 
with the public.

PeGGy Mackenzie
I love him, and I love his dad 
too.

Mary Miller
He is working diligently, in 
spite of not always having 
everyone’s cooperation.

rebecca Martin
There’s room for improve-
ment. He’s still a business-
as-usual Liberal, not a real 
revolutionary.

douG Walcott
He’s doing very well and 
seems to be well respected by 
other international leaders.

salt sPrinG 
says
We asked: How do 
you feel about 
Justin Trudeau 
after his first year 
in power?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

We are the ultimate social animals. Min-
ute by minute, for our whole lives, the 
things we encounter most are other peo-
ple. People, someone said recently, are the 
modern human’s habitat.

Living in groups isn’t a common sur-
vival strategy, but it has worked for us and 
for a number of other species. Ants and 
termites are legendary examples, living 
in tight-knit aggregations of hundreds of 
thousands or even millions. Their way 
isn’t our way, but it works. Rigid genetic 
programs create distinct castes specialized 
for jobs like defence, nursing, egg laying, 
and foraging. Chemical signals and vibra-
tions coordinate activities on a minute-to-
minute basis.

The lives of social mammals, a TV sta-
ple in sub-prime hours, are closer to our 
model. Among these species, dependent 
kids and caregivers form the core of soci-
eties comprised mostly of kin. Mammals 
without hands, like wolves and orcas, 
coordinate packs or pods with calls, visual 
signals and sometimes touch. Mammals 
with hands — we primates — add a few 
more elements like hugs, slaps and groom-
ing.

Hands or no hands, mammals are 
worlds away from ants. One soldier ant is 
a carbon copy of another, but each wolf or 
chimpanzee is different. This forces each 
member of these small societies (usually 

fewer than 50 individuals) to 
figure out and respond to the 
eccentricities of the others.

Group l iv ing has  been 
evolving among mammals for 
some 50 million years. When 
upright hand wringers first got 
going about six million years 
ago, group living was already 
part of their endowment. It 
was basic to humans at our own 
beginnings 250,000 years back.

Compared with most other hominid 
species, we already had bigger brains (well, 
bigger heads!). Perhaps 100,000 years ago 
we began developing language capabili-
ties not possessed by the three or four 
other Homo species then alive. Our ances-
tors and Neanderthals lived as neighbours 
in western and central Europe for close to 
20,000 years, until perhaps 35,000 BC. 

The other guys’ craniums were bigger. 
They had a complex “singing” language of 
different sounds with their own meaning. 
(Maybe something like the “hm-hmmm” 
noises my mom made that, depending 
on subtle inflections, facial signals and 
my own guilt, might mean “Well done!” or 
“You’re fibbing!”). Neanderthals also had 
good brain capacities for storing social 
and natural history information. They 
weren’t too good at technology; but then, 
neither am I.

T h e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e s 
between them and us, how-
ever, were our ability to mix 
information from various 
intelligence domains and 
our syntax-based language. 
With words that could mean 
different things when strung 
together in different ways, the 
number and subtlety of com-

munications rose enormously. 
We began to develop a culture, parting 
company with all other living things.

On the verge of what we call civilization, 
our genes had designed us to get along in 
groups of 75 to 150 kin and near kin. We 
invented things, though at a snail’s pace. 
Clans accommodated to, even depended 
on, short contacts with outsiders coming 
to trade. We had grammatical languag-
es with comparatively tiny vocabularies, 
which isn’t surprising considering that the 
people-interactions, things and abstrac-
tions we chatter about today didn’t exist.

You know what happened next. In a 
very few places, grain-based agriculture 
began, allowing clan groups of 100 to 
become villages of hundreds, then towns 
of thousands, then cities. Trade boomed. 
Strangers moved back and forth regularly. 
Totally new leadership issues vexed us, 
and the creation of specialized working 
castes complicated matters. The techno-

logical snowball began its inexorable roll. 
Our numbers burgeoned. Where there was 
one person at the start of the agricultural 
revolution, there are 1,600 now. Where 
there were a few dozen tools and orna-
ments there are tens of thousands now. 
We once needed to understand only a few 
square kilometres of land; now we need to 
know nations, continents, even the whole 
planet. Where once we thought about the 
next sunrise, we now think about impon-
derable months and years.

We are the first thoroughly bewildered 
species.

How do we try to cope? With rules. 
Uncountable sets of rules. Rules, running 
to hundreds of pages, for building homes. 
Rules for paying taxes that are far bigger 
than that. Rules for — well, just for fun, 
make your own list. Crowding and cas-
cading technological change drive this 
runaway train. If we keep on growing we’ll 
have more rules. 

We live in turbulent times, but under-
neath is a basic genome favouring coop-
eration, empathy, fairness and affection. It 
seems weak today beside the worst of our 
cultural character, but culture is a web of 
our own contrivance, not a law of nature. 
We can decide to live differently, not by 
going back to any past, but by inventing a 
truly new future that gives the good things 
in us a chance to come into the sunlight.

More and bigger complicates civilizations 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “We’re improvisers pretending to be 
strippers who are attempting to do improv.”

ROMAN dANYLO, COMIC STRIPPERS COMEdIAN

Go for saunas
The Salt Spring Fire Pro-

tection district trustees’ 
concerns about the dona-
tion of far-infrared saunas 
to the fire department seem 
at best churlish (“Trustees 
balk at sauna donation,” 
Oct. 19 driftwood). 

We have owned a far-
infrared sauna at North End 
Fitness for 15 years now, 
and have seen many, many 
people use it to detoxify 
their system from the after 
effects of chemotherapy, as 
well as chronic colds, flu 
and, yes, cancers. Evidence 
is mounting post 9/11 about 
the shortened life spans of 
firefighters, and we have 
had our own tragedies on 
this island in the past five 
years of young firefighters 

dying of diseases that just 
shouldn’t happen to people 
in their 20s and 30s. 

The electrical cost is min-
imal — about the amount 
used by a large baseboard 
heater — and of course 
electricity is only used when 
the unit is on. Sessions last 
about an hour. 

It is one thing to be fiscal-
ly responsible but it’s quite 
another to be so tightfisted 
as to ignore this generous 
donation that may well 
help keep the firefighters 
healthy. 

And to insinuate that 
said firefighters can’t be 
trusted to use the sauna in 
a responsible manner is dis-
respectful. Get the saunas 
and be grateful.
Peter Vincent,
O w n e r ,  n O r t h  e n d  F i t n e s s

Liberals must
keep PR 
promise

The following letter was 
sent to Minister of Demo-
cratic Institutions Maryam 
Monsef and submitted to 
the Driftwood for publica-
tion.

dear Ms. Monsef:
I am in favour of chang-

ing federal election laws 
so that parliamentarians 
(and indeed all  elected 
officials) are elected by 
proportional representa-
tion. 

I have always been dis-
tressed that governments 
can form a majority with 
less than the majority of 
votes. It is not democrat-

ic that voters’ ballots do 
not translate to represen-
tation in Parliament.  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
E l e c t o r a l  R e f o r m  h a s 
been touring the country 
holding meetings with 
the public  and clearly 
f o u n d  t h a t  a t t e n d e e s 
over whelmingly  desire 
proportional representa-
tion in Canada. 

Prime Minister Trudeau 
made a very clear prom-
ise in the 2015 election 
c a m p a i g n  i n  p l e d g i n g 
that it would be the last 
“first past the post” elec-
tion. The Liberals, NdP 
and Greens all  pledged 
that they would change 
the electoral system. And 
those three parties were 
supported by 63 per cent 
of voters. A “referendum” 

has already been held!
I  a m  a n g r y  a n d 

appalled that this week 
Justin Trudeau has been 
waffling on his election 
promise.  Now that  the 
Liberals  form the gov-
ernment, the old system 
seems just fine.  That’s 
e x t r a o rd i n a r i l y  d i s re -
spectful to the desires of 
the majority of Canadi-
ans. In the 2015 election, 
the majority of Canadian 
voters cast their ballots 
for  par t ies  that  prom-
ised to improve Canada’s 
democracy.

It is now time for the 
government to be brave 
and honest  enough to 
implement voter equality 
as promised and on time!
JiLL tarsweLL,
s a l t  s p r i n g

Last word
As an American citizen 

living in Canada I feel very 
blessed at this time. 

While my guts are retch-
ing as I watch my nation 
wrestle with its many-headed 
demons — poverty, bigotry, 
misogyny, racism, narcissist 
personality disorder, the rise 
of donald Trump — I have 
health care, live in a gun-free 
neighbourhood, and enjoy a 
peaceful life free of violence 
and hate crimes.

I pray the good in America 
— its artists, visionaries, musi-
cians, writers, dancers, bards, 
minstrels and gentle revolu-
tionaries — have the last word.
anastacia wiLde,
s a l t  s p r i n g

connectIons

Bob
weeden

MORE LETTERS  continued on 10



8 |  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2016  OPINION www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf IslaNds drIftwOOd

Roses
Armloads of fragrant yellow roses to 

Brian Rowley, who just passed over to 
the other side, that big bicycle ride in the 
sky. Fulford village just lost some of its 
colour. We loved all the good times at 
Table 19 at the Rock Salt: the laughter, the 
stories and the wisdom from Brian, the 
“Head of the Table.” That empty chair is a 
stark reminder: No Brian. 

Thanks to Kyler and Michael from Shaw 
for coming to our rescue last Tuesday, Oct. 
18. They managed to troubleshoot and 
fix the problem very quickly and had us 
up and running again within a few hours. 
Great work, guys!  The Driftwood gang

A truck full of roses to our sponsors 
who have supported us through the 
years: Mouat’s Home Hardware, TJ Beans, 

Country Grocer, Apple Photo and Salt 
Spring Fire Rescue. Without you the Fire-
Fly Lantern Festival would not be pos-
sible. A big loader full of dahlias to the 
volunteers who pitched in to help with 
workshops, set up and tear down, and to 
everyone who marched in the rain along 
with our favourite band, Samba du Soleil. 
See you next year!

The people of the Salt Spring Island 
United Church wish to thank all the peo-
ple who have worked to make the church 
meadow a safe, clean and lovely place to 
visit.

Buckets of roses to all our generous 
silent auction donors, including shop vol-
unteers who donate personal items. Your 
donations are well received. The winner is 
the hospital. This serves us all. The recent 

auction, which raised more than $3,500, 
has been the most successful since we 
started the auctions almost 10 years ago. 
Thank you once again for your continued 
support. Jean Williams, silent auction co-
ordinator. Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 
(Thrift Shop)

Brilliant roses and ramps (yes, fresh, 
green long-stemmed ramps) from Salt 
Spring Search and Rescue to the direc-
tors of this year’s Garlic Festival for their 
support of so many of the community’s 
volunteers. May the festival grow and 
flourish!

Copper-dusted roses to our gourmet 
burger BBQ crew. Hugs all around for 
Brenda, Cesar, Crystal (upstairs), Deanette, 
Doug, Ed, Helga, Jessica and Michael. See 
you in the spring! Copper Kettle folk

Rants and Roses

Let’s stay slow with the status quo
By ROSALIND BENNETT 
VIJENDREN

Maybe I’ve been watching 
too much TV, but hey, just envi-
sion this. 

Build a wall between the 
north and south part of Salt 
Spring Island. Why, you may 
ask? 

Well, the way I see it, no one 
mayor could speak on behalf 
of all of us. We would need 
two mayors! The North Island 
mayor could not legislate 
South Islanders. We know that 
wouldn’t work! Right?

And, could you imagine the 
South Island mayor trying to 
relate to North Islanders? Hang 
on to your rubber boots on that 
one!

Here are some signs that 
make me tremble. Where 
would we put our municipal 
buildings that our skyrocket-

ing property taxes would have 
to support, as well as buy land 
for them?

I didn’t mention how many 
employees/maintenance 
equipment/vehicles we would 
need at the expense of our 
new municipality. Bowen 
Island has been a municipal-
ity for 16 years. They pay for 
municipal employees, munic-
ipal vehicles, municipal build-
ings. (They are still waiting to 
afford land.) 

Forget the feel-good meet-
ings to win us over. Add our 
police to support and then ask 
what our island would look like. 

I do have a recommendation 
for the North Island mayor. We 
could alleviate our burden on 
the budget for roads by erect-
ing tolls along Long Harbour 
and Vesuvius highways, while 
the South Islanders could erect 

their toll booth at the wall!.
Let’s be serious: Island Trust 
stands for our “SLOW” blue/
black signs we are so proud of. 
We are against fast and furious 
property deals, skyscraping 
hotels towering over Beddis 
Beach and Ganges Harbour 
or new resorts on tiny lakes 
squandering our precious 
water! 

Ask yourself why folks pay so 
much to come visit our island. 
Most will say it just seems less 
rushed. We know secretly that 
if the line-up is more than two 
cars we have a traffic jam!  

Then ask yourself how 
much we islanders are willing 
to protect our “SLOW” way of 
life.

In 2002 we turned down the 
referendum asking us to con-
sider becoming a municipality. 
In 1967 the residents of Ganges 

turned down a referendum on 
incorporation.

The group bringing forth 
the concept of incorporation 
for the third time must have a 
vested interest in doing so. Why 
do they think they speak for us!

Did you appoint them, ‘cause 
I didn’t!  How did they become 
the voice of Salt Spring? Scary, 
isn’t it?

We don’t need another ref-
erendum that costs money 
any more than we need higher 
taxes. 

What we do need is another 
Islands Trust seminar where we 
get to appreciate all the reasons 
it works for us. 

Oh, and we could pick up 
some more “blue/black” SLOW 
signs.

The writer is a  Walker’s Hook 
Road resident. 

Nobel prize goes to some guy named Bob
I first heard his voice cascading out of 

the speakers in front of Sam the Record 
Man’s store on Yonge Street in Toronto. 

He didn’t sound like all the other Bobs 
on the hit parade back then — Bobby Vee, 
Bobby Curtola, Bobby Vinton, Bobby Blue 
Bland. This Bob had a voice that sounded 
like pit-run gravel tumbling off a dump 
truck. A dump truck with swollen ade-
noids. My first reaction: “What the hell is 
that?”

Something inside me twitched and 
flipped like a landed sunfish on a dock. I 
didn’t have a clue what I was hearing but I 
sure as hell knew it was something.

Bob Dylan is what it was. The Masters of 
War, if memory serves.

It was the early 1960s and a skinny kid 
from the Minnesota Iron Range was about 
to shake the world of popular music like a 
Jack Russell on a barn rat.

Flash forward half a century or so. I’m 
pulling on my socks when the morning 
news comes on my radio and I hear the 
opening bars of Mister Tambourine Man.  

My Inner Sunfish does another flip. “He’s 
dead,” I think. Bob Dylan is dead. But no.  
Dylan’s still alive, on the road somewhere. 
The news is that he’s just won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature.

Not every-
o n e  w a s 
t h r i l l e d . 
When the 
S w e d i s h 
A c a d e m y 
m a d e  t h e 
announce-
m e n t  i n 
Stockholm 

there were disbelieving gasps from the 
audience. The Nobel is reserved for serious 
writers like Samuel Beckett and T.S. Eliot! 
Surely a guitar-plinking yodeller from the 
American hinterland couldn’t possibly.

There were complaints closer to home 
as well. In the Globe and Mail, columnist 
Russell Smith compared some Dylan lyrics 
to those of Tomas Transtromer, a poet who 
won the Nobel in 2011. Smith pronounced 
Transtromer’s lyrics sublime; Dylan’s lyrics 
“dumb.”

Sorry, Russell . . . Tomas who?
On CBC radio, the director of the Van-

couver Writers’ Festival opined that as 
Dylan was a multi-millionaire already, the 
Prize (and the prize money) should have 
gone to someone who needed the cash.

Fortunately, obscurity and/or indigence 
are not criteria for winning the Nobel Prize 

for Literature. A lot of people thought 
Dylan was a splendid choice. President 
Obama tweeted congratulations “to one 
of my favourite poets.” Salman Rushdie 
heartily approved, as did Joyce Carol Oates 
and Toni Morrison, herself a Nobel Laure-
ate.

What’s Dylan think? Who knows? But the 
gnomic bard once wrote:

Half of the people can be part right all of 
the time

Some of the people can be all right part 
of the time

But all of the people can’t be all right all 
of the time

I think Abraham Lincoln said that.
“I’ll let you be in my dreams if I can be 

in yours.”
I said that. 
Recently, 3,206 people took to the web-

site Goodreads to offer their critiques of 
another poet’s work. A sample of their 
views:

“The language is so outdated . . .” “This 
was absolute CRAP!!!!’” . . . “overly dra-
matic” . . . “flat out stupid” . . . “Boring as 
hell” . . . “Too stupid for words.”

They weren’t talking about Bob. They 
were ragging on a guy named Bill.  

Something he wrote called Othello.

Wit & WHimsy

Arthur
Black
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Call for free consultations 
on dock permits & designs

Your foreshore structure permitting experts
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.
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your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS

250-589-8296   info@stephenproberts.ca

We PRICE MATCH

OFF-ISLAND STORES

New Appliances

Over 40 Major

Brands

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

OFF-ISLAND STORES

  Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Peter Andress
Service for all models

Save the ferry fare!
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

Royal
Canadian

   120 Blain Road, Ganges 

Meat Draw Fri & Sat from 5-7
Come early, stay late!

BOSUN’S WHISTLE DINER
Mon. to Friday

Lunch 12 to 2:00
Friday to Saturday
Dinner 5:00 to 8:00

members $10 / non-members $15
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

REVISE

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts  • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law  • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial  • Licenced to practice in the Yukon

ANNA J.  PUGH
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I TO R

C L E M E N T  &  P U G H  L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC  

ph: 250.537.5505    cell: 250.539.0012    email: anna@ssilaw.ca

P E R S O N A L  L AW  C O R P

www.aerialtreeservice.ca 250-748-3939 • 250-416-0218

Servicing 
the Gulf Islands

Estimates 
& AdviceFREE

Insured & Licensed

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Study compares taxation changes

SUBMITTED BY THE SSI INCORPORATION STUDY COMMITTEE
Over the course of the incorporation study process, some 

community members expressed interest in learning more 
about how Salt Spring Island taxation levels in recent years 
compared to those in other communities, especially commu-
nities that had recently incorporated or have similar charac-
teristics to Salt Spring Island. 

In response to that request, the Salt Spring Island Incorpo-
ration Study Committee had Urban Systems, its consultant 
on this project, prepare a newsletter, available in its entirety 
on the ISC website (www.ssiincorporationstudy.com) that is 
summarized in this column. 

The Urban Systems newsletter provides:
• a look at taxation since 2000 on Salt Spring Island;
• a comparative review of taxation in select and somewhat 

similar communities; and,
• a discussion of limitations to comparing taxation across 

communities. 

What’s Happened on Salt Spring?
The consultants first reviewed five components of the Salt 

Spring property tax levy that would be impacted by munici-
pal incorporation on Salt Spring. These are the provincial 
rural tax; police tax; Salt Spring Island fire protection tax; 
Capital Regional District tax for the Salt Spring Electoral Area 
(which includes taxes for applicable region-wide, electoral 
area and Salt Spring Island-specific services); and Islands 
Trust tax (which includes taxes for Trust Council, Islands 
Trust Fund and local planning services, as well as a special tax 
for coordination of watershed protection).

Other taxes, such as school and hospital taxes that would 
not be impacted by incorporation, are not considered either 
here or in the comparison with other communities that fol-
lows. 

The following table summarizes the compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) for each of these Salt Spring Island taxes 
between 2000 and 2016. (Note: CAGR is a way of calculating 
an average annual growth over multiple years. It is the annual 
rate of growth that gets you from the initial value to the end-
ing value if the growth rate was consistent through the time 
period.)

Compound Annual Growth Rate
 (2000 to 2016)

Many factors contributed to these property tax 
increases. In addition to inflation, key reasons include 
the addition of new facilities and major changes in the 
services provided. For example, this time period on Salt 
Spring saw the opening of the Rainbow Road swimming 
pool and the new Salt Spring Island library; establish-
ment of an on-island CRD administration presence, 
including a senior manager for Salt Spring Island; and, 
the unionization of the Salt Spring Fire Department.  

Comparable Communities

While direct comparisons are for a variety of technical 
reasons difficult to make, one might still wish to know 
how property taxation on Salt Spring Island compares 
with taxation in other communities with similar char-
acteristics (e.g. island and/or rural communities) and 
those that have incorporated in the past few decades 
(e.g. Bowen Island, Highlands, Lake Country and Sooke).

To provide comparable figures for this study, only cer-
tain taxes were included in this comparison. Education 
and hospital-related taxes were specifically excluded 
because they are not determined locally. However, due 
to data reporting limitations, the following tax compari-
sons do include regional district taxes and Islands Trust 

taxes (Bowen Island and Salt Spring Island only) that 
paid for region-wide services in addition to applicable 
local services. Thus, in all of the comparisons, a portion 
of the taxes included are not fully under “local” control.

The chart below compares the compound annual 
growth rate of locally controlled taxes to that of popu-
lation growth. It illustrates that taxation is rising con-
siderably faster than population growth in all of the 
communities, indicating that rising costs and changes 
in the types and levels of services provided, rather than 
population growth, are behind the bulk of the increases 
in tax levels.

Compound Annual Growth Rate: Salt 
Spring & Eight Comparison Communities
Annual Growth in “Local” Taxes and in 
Population 2000-2015

Please note that this figure differs from the CAGR for Salt 
Spring Island quoted in the table titled, “Compound Annual 
Growth Rate (2000 to 2016)” because it is calculated on a dif-
ferent time period (2000 to 2015). 2016 data was unavailable 
for the sampled communities.

Limitations in Comparing Tax Increases 
Across Communities

The reasons for variations between communities are 
many and diverse. They can include factors such as 
community size, community growth, the availability of 
amenities and services in nearby communities, the cost 
of service delivery, and changes in the type and quantity 
of services delivered over time. Significant changes in 
these factors can have a large impact on the total level of 
taxation in a community.

The table above places Salt Spring Island property 
taxes in the context of comparable communities. It 
shows that property taxes have risen over time and faster 
than population growth in all of these communities. Salt 
Spring Island, in particular, appears to have experienced 
relatively rapid increases in “local” taxes. However, Salt 
Spring Island’s experience over the past 16 years sug-
gests major changes in services and facilities have had 
a large impact on property taxation. Significant changes 
to a service contract or the development of new commu-
nity facilities will necessarily impact the level of com-
munity taxation. 

Tax CAGR 
Provincial Rural Tax and Police Tax (combined) 3.3% 
CRD Salt Spring Electoral Area Tax  8.7% 
Islands Trust Tax 5.9% 
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District Tax 9.9% 
  Total Growth Rate  6.9% 
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Comparable Taxes: 2000 to 2015

Salt Spring Island Bowen Island Highlands

Lake Country Metchosin North Saanich

Qualicum Beach Sooke Galiano Island

Community Taxes Population 

Sooke 8.8% 1.8% 

Lake Country 8.1% 2.5% 

Salt Spring Island 7.3% 0.9% 

North Saanich 6.5% 0.2% 

Bowen Island 5.9% 1.0% 

Galiano 5.8% -0.3% 

Qualicum Beach 5.2% 1.9% 

Highlands 4.7% 1.6% 

Metchosin 4.5% -0.2% 

 

incorporation
studycorner

Note: The final Salt Spring Island Incorporation 
Study report should be released this week. Open 
houses and meetings are scheduled for Nov. 7, 8 
and 20.
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Committed to safety since 1953.

• There is a constant focus on community safety, emergency preparedness 
and environmental protection.

• Emergency preparedness training benefi ts include skills in dealing with all hazards, including fi res, 
fl oods and extreme storms.

• To date, 40 Aboriginal communities located along the pipeline and marine corridor 
in British Columbia and Alberta have signed Mutual Benefi t Agreements.

• For both Trans Mountain and Aboriginal training, we conduct exercises and drills year-round 
in all seasons and conditions – on land, water, even on ice – throughout the entire system.

• We have connected with more than 100 Aboriginal communities along the entire pipeline route.

• There are 15 equipment caches along the pipeline and over $3 million will be invested 
in new emergency response equipment.

Trans Mountain’s emergency management team 
has connected with over 100 Aboriginal communities 
along the BC-Alberta pipeline route. We assess each 
community’s capacity to respond to a civil emergency, 
then provide support to upgrade emergency response 
skills accordingly. The primary objective is to ensure 
an organized response to a spill. However, as the 
chances of a spill are low, local residents who are 
trained well with a safety mindset are equally 
prepared to respond to a more likely natural event, 
such as a fi re, fl ood or ice storm. Putting safety fi rst 
is our number one priority.

“Creating safe communities means protecting 
the environment and the people.”
– Dion Arnouse, Emergency Management Consultant, Kinder Morgan Canada

Get informed 
before park 
decision

This letter wishes to address the 
Centennial Park Master Plan.  

At the October Parks and Recre-
ation Commission meeting, it was 
reported that there was a “false scare 
that a number of heritage trees were 
in danger of being cut down imme-
diately.”

“False” in this case refers to the 
immediacy only. When you search 

“CRD/Parks/Centennial Park Mas-
ter Plan” online, you will find three 
proposals for the redevelopment of 
Centennial Park. In all three propos-
als the majority of trees, rose hedges, 
palm trees, gazebo and the hum-
mock (small hill) are all gone. In all 
three proposals, the Saturday Market 
area is smaller.   

The public consultation process 
began with a notice in the Drift-
wood in February.  Twenty-six people 
signed up and met for one day on 
April 10. Their diagrams were sent 
to a landscape architect who created 
the three proposals available to us, 
for a cost of $30,000. The public was 
asked to comment in mid-June, with 
those comments due before the Sep-

tember deadline. Any changes made 
because of public comment are not 
available for public scrutiny.

I put red tape around every tree, 
bush and the gazebo that would be 
removed according to each of the 
proposals. It was done on Sunday 
afternoon of the Thanksgiving long 
weekend. The visual was dramatic. 
The intention of this civic action was 
to bring awareness to the communi-
ty. By 8 p.m. that same evening, PARC-
directed staff had removed it all. 

At the Nov. 21 PARC meeting, 
a proposal will be chosen, a deci-
sion made. Become informed. Speak 
up. Now.
Wendy Beatty,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

PhOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Centennial Park trees are marked with red tape by Wendy Beatty on 
Oct. 9 to draw attention to the Centennial Park Master Plan, which has 
tree removal in its various options.

MOrE lEttErs 
continued from 7
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Where Truest Pleasure Is

Fabiana Katz
mezzo-soprano

Stephen Smith
piano

Sunday
October 30
2 pm

Vaughan Williams
Songs of Travel
Songs of the British Isles by 

Britten, Quilter and Stanford, 
and American songs by 
Copland and Bernstein

All Saints By-the-Sea
110 Park Drive

Salt Spring Island

Tickets $15
From Salt Spring Books

or at the door

RULES:
1. The story must be 420 characters of fewer 

- including spaces and punctution.

2. Up to three entries per author
3. Open to all library cardholders age 14-19

WITH GUEST JUDGE
Danielle Hubbard, local author and winner

of the Victoria 2016 Flash Fiction Contest

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 31, 2016

YOUTH PRIZES
1st: $100 with additional prizes for honourable mentions

Send entries & queries by email
to: librarian@saltspringlibrary.com

** LAST WEEK TO ENTER! **

420 CHARACTERS 
TINY STORY CONTEST 2016

Now Open for Fall/Winter Hours
Breakfast at 9 o’clock

arts&entertainment
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment
COMEDY 

Humour, not skin, rules in The Comic Strippers show
Visiting improv artists 
parody male dancers

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A group of established Cana-
dian comedians will be strip-
ping down to the essentials next 
Saturday when their show The 
Comic Strippers comes to the 
ArtSpring stage.

Instead of mining their per-
sonal lives for self-deprecating 
stand-up jokes, on Nov. 5 it’s 
their shirtless torsos that will 
provoke much of the laughter 
as the comedians portray an 
unlikely group of Chippendales-
style dancers seeking to trans-
form their lives with a new line 
of work. 

“We’re improvisers pretending 
to be strippers who are attempt-
ing to do improv,” explained 
show creator Roman Danylo. 

Reached on the phone from 
Cape Breton at the far end of a 
“Sydney-to-Sidney” tour of the 
country, the Vancouver-based 
comedian said the show is like an 
episode of Whose Line is it Any-
way with especially goofy char-
acters — or Magic Mike crossed 
with dad bodies. But audiences 
who are more familiar with the 
rules of improv games than with 
watching men writhing in tight 
pants and bow-ties will feel right 
at home. 

During their first season one 
a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r  a c t u a l l y 
rushed the stage at the end of 

a show and tried to rip Dany-
lo’s pants off. He promises The 
Comic Strippers is definitely 
parody, though, and aside from 
being shirtless the comedians 

won’t be removing any other 
clothing.

“You’re not going to see any 
thongs,” he said.

By the time they reach Salt 
Spring, the show could be the 
winner of the 2016 Canadian 
Comedy Awards for Best Live 
Performance (results are to be 
announced during the fi rst week 
of November). Over the course 
of several seasons, Danylo has 
included anywhere from two 
to six players. The current run 
includes four actors who all have 
serious comedic chops as well as 

agility in the improv arena. 
Danylo starred on CTV’s Com-

edy Inc. for five years,  and 
h a s  a p p e a re d  o n  Ju s t  Fo r 
Laughs and The Debaters as a 
stand-up comedian. 

Ken Lawson starred in the 
Canadian sitcom Health Nutz 
and has performed all over North 
America with The Vancouver 
TheatreSports League and The 
Second City. 

Chris Casillan is an improv 
comedy vet with Vancouver The-
atre Sports and a Canadian Com-
edy Award winner with his sketch 
comedy group Canadian Content. 

David Milchard is an internet 
sensation with over 100 mil-
lion hits for the YouTube series 
“Convos With My 2-Year-Old,” in 
which he plays the two-year-old 
girl in question and also directs 
some episodes.

Danylo was inspired to cre-
ate The Comic Strippers in part 
because of the phenomenon of 
actual sold-out male stripper 
shows. In addition, he said there 
are a couple of things that always 
seem to work to get the audience 
fi red up at a regular improv night: 
whenever someone rips off their 
shirt, or does a crazy dance to 
music, the crowd invariably goes 
wild.

“So we just decided to make 
that a staple of the show,” he 
joked.

The inherent absurdity of male 
dancers provides plenty of comic 
fodder. The characters range from 
one man who’s been stripping for 

47 years, and another who’s only 
been at it for three days. Casillan, 
who is of Filipino heritage, plays 
an over-the-top Latin lover type. 
All the players have worked at 
becoming more comfortable at 
exposing their upper halves to 
the audience.

“It’s a couple of levels of vulner-
ability,” Danylo conceded. “It’s 
one thing to be working without a 
script, and then another to work 
without a shirt. I think we were 
all kind of giddy with the chal-
lenge at fi rst. Now I think we’re all 
getting used to it after doing it for 
two or three years.”  

The humour should be equally 
appealing to men and women out 
for a fun Saturday night — and 
men might even feel better about 
themselves after seeing some of 
the comedians’ physiques, Dany-
lo said. 

The Nov. 5 show is recom-
mended for a 21-plus audience. 
Special ticket pricing is on offer 
for groups of six or more. 

DANCE

Major Motion Picture dancers visit
Breathtaking originality and 
haunting imagery

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING 
Last week ArtSpring had the honour 

of hosting two performances by Les Bal-
lets Jazz de Montréal, an internation-
ally acclaimed dance company from 
Montreal. 

This week, another contemporary 
Canadian dance spectacular comes to 
our st age. Out Innerspace Dance The-
atre from Vancouver will be performing 
their startling, avant-garde new pro-
duction called Major Motion Picture 
this coming Friday, Oct. 28, at 7:30 pm. 

This will be Out Innerspace’s fifth 
visit to Salt Spring. In August, company 
artistic directors Tiffany Tregarthen and 
David Raymond completed a creative 
residency at ArtSpring, researching new 
techniques and materials on ArtSpring’s 
stage. In previous years they performed 
their popular duet Me So You So Me and 
their group piece Vessel.

“I had the pleasure of seeing the pre-
miere of Major Motion Picture in Vic-

toria last winter,” said Anna Haltrecht, 
ArtSpring’s dance outreach coordinator. 
“It is darkly beautiful, full of mysterious 
intrigue and haunting imagery with 
breathtaking originality.” 

Haltrecht emphasizes that Major 
Motion Picture treats its audience to 
new dance and performance approach-
es they will never have experienced 
before. The Victoria Times Colonist sec-
onds her enthusiasm, describing Out 
Innerspace’s dancing as “athletic, satis-
fying and accomplished . . . This is bold 
and exciting contemporary dance.”

C h o re o g r a p h e d  by  R a y m o n d 
and Tregarthen, Major Motion Pic-
ture explores timely cultural themes 
of surveillance, territory, propaganda 
and personal belief. Major Motion Pic-
ture is surprisingly narrative, and fi lled 
with eccentric and lawless characters. 
The dancers form two rival factions: 
The Innocents and The Others, while 
one character, The Representative, 
manufactures confl ict and information 
throughout the show. 

As the Georgia Straight describes it, 
Raymond and Tregarthen have “suc-
cessfully built a believable, disturbing 

universe that might not actually be that 
far from our own.”

Technical effects, particularly projec-
tions, are used to great effect in Major 
Motion Picture, combined with com-
pelling music from Bernard Herrmann, 
Ennio Morricone, Pulse Percussion 
Ensemble, Vanalles, Young Gutted and 
an original composition by Belgian pro-
ducer Tristan Vloeberghs.

An avid dance educator, Tregarth-
en wants to leave something behind 
for Salt Spring’s dance community. On 
Thursday, Oct. 27 from 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
she will lead a workshop teaching the 
improvisation practice of Neverhood, 
a creative and conceptual tool central 
to Major Motion Picture that can be 
performed anywhere. Neverhood acts 
as a moving collective consciousness 
made of connected and competing 
desires of the ensemble. Tregarthen 
will help workshop participants devel-
op their own versions of Neverhood to 
improve their confi dence and abilities 
in improvised dance. 

Tickets to both Major Motion Picture 
and the Neverhood workshop are avail-
able through ArtSpring.

PHOTO COURTESY THE COMIC STRIPPERS

From left, Ken Lawson, Chris Casillan, Roman Danylo and David Milchard 
in their acclaimed Comic Strippers show, which has been nominated for 
Best Live Performance in the 2016 Canadian Comedy Awards, with the 
winners announced the day after their Nov. 5 Salt Spring appearance.

“It’s one thing to be 
working without a script, 
and then another to work 
without a shirt.” 
ROMAN DANYLO
Comic Strippers actor

TICKET CONTEST 
The Driftwood has two free tickets 
to give away to this amazing 
show! Just email your name and 
a sentence about why you want 
to see the Comic Strippers to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
by the end of Monday, Oct. 31 and 
we will pick one of the names in a 
random draw. 



Wed. Oct 26
 ACTIVITIES

SSI Painters Guild Art 
Activities. 
The Painters Guild holds an 
art workshop and life/portrait 
drawing each Wednesday.  See 
www.ssipaintersguild.word-
press.com for details. ArtSpring. 
9:30 a.m.
Salt Spring Malas Show 
& Sale. Handmade mala 
beads and yoga jewellery by 
Jacqueline Medalye of Salt 
Spring Malas. At The Nest Hot 
Yoga. 12 noon to 8 p.m.   
Affordable Housing 
Community Meeting. 
Public discussion about ways to 
address Salt Spring’s affordable 
housing crisis. Lions Hall. 2 p.m.  
Women Writing Memoir 
Workshop. 
Six week-session starts today 
and runs Wednesdays to Nov. 
30., 4 to 6:30 p.m. at SSI Public 
Library. Contact: Wendy Judith 
Cutler winnie@saltspring.
com or 250-653-4286. 
Salt Spring Golf & Country 
Club Fall General Meeting.
Upstairs in the club house. 5:30 
p.m. 
Design your own Earrings. 
Jewellery making class for 16 
years and over at the Portlock 
Park Portable Classroom. 6 to 8 
p.m. Pre-registration with PARC 
required at 250-537-4448.
Gulf Islands Community 
Radio Society Pub Night 
Social. Talk radio, meet new 
people and have some fun. 
Moby’s Pub. 6 p.m. 

Wed. Oct 26
 ACTIVITIES

Mark Leiren-Young Book 
Launch. Reading from and dis-
cussion of The Killer Whale Who 
Changed the World. SS Public 
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.  
Semi-tropical Fruit 
Production on Salt Spring 
Island. Jane Squier is guest 
speaker at the monthly meeting 
of the Salt Spring Garden Club 
at Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.  
Central Community Hall 
Board of Directors Meeting. 
Public welcome to meeting at 
Central Hall. 7 p.m.  
SongJam. A pub-style sin-
galong to the soundtrack of 
our lives. Moby’s Pub every 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  

Thur. Oct 27
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With Dave & Ross. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub 
beginning at 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Tiffany Tregarthen Dance 
Workshop. Tiffany Tregarthen 
leads a workshop teaching 
the improvisation practice 
Neverhood, a creative and 
conceptual tool that can be per-
formed anywhere. At ArtSpring. 
10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Salt Spring Library Book 
Club. This month’s pick is 
The Sandcastle Girls, by Chris 
Bohjalian. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 1 to 3 p.m.

Thur. Oct 27
  ACTIVITIES

Raising Chickens for Meat 
or Eggs. 
Poultry Club hosts guest speak-
er Tim McGiffin of Mile End 
Farm in Cobble Hill. Farmers’ 
Institute. 2 p.m. 

Shakespeare’s Measure for 
Measure. 
Recorded live at The Globe 
Theatre in London. Disgusted 
by his immoral city, the Duke of 
Vienna withdraws from public 
life and leaves his deputy, 
Angelo, in charge. To observe 
the law, he begins a ruthless 
program to stamp out sexual 
licence. The Fritz Movie Theatre. 
Shows at 3 and 7 p.m.  
Green Drinks at Moby’s. 
Learn about or exchange 
information on electric vehicles 
and chargers. Moby’s Pub. 5 to 
7 p.m. 
Zumba Toning. 
Marifer Robledo, certified 
Zumba instructor, leads 
Thursday sessions until Nov. 24 
at the SSI Middle School dance 
studio. Bring your own weights. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Honey Bee Colony Threat 
Discussion. 
Guest speaker Paul van 
Westendorp, provincial apiarist, 
gives presentation to Gulf 
Islands bee keepers. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 7 p.m. 

Fri. Oct 28
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Out Innerspace Dance 
Theatre. 
Avant-garde Vancouver dance 
group presents Major Motion 
Picture at ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.  
County Line. 
Alt country band at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m. Halloween costume 
prizes and party.

 ACTIVITIES  
Friday Adventure Camp. 
For ages six to 12 years 
at the Salt Spring Island 
Elementary gym. Theme is 
Spook House Mystery. 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration 
with PARC is required at 250-
537-4448. 
Farewell Tea for Vivian and 
Bryan Dawson. 
Farewell Tea for longtime Salt 
Spring Seniors Services Society 
volunteers Vivian and Bryan 
Dawson. At SS Seniors. 3 p.m. 
Surfacing Art Show Opening 
Reception. 
Reception for art exhibit featur-
ing works in two dimensions, 
running daily through Nov. 
7. ArtSpring gallery. 5 to 7:30 
p.m.  

Sat. Oct 29
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Halloween Dance Party. 
Dress up and have fun at the 
Legion. 7:15 p.m. 
Ange Hehr. 
Rock/dance music at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m. Halloween costume 
prizes and party.

 ACTIVITIES

Halloween Disc Golf 
Tourney. 
Salt Spring’s disc golf communi-
ty is inviting everyone to enjoy 
an afternoon of Halloween-
themed disc golfing fun at Hart 
Memorial Disc Golf Course at 
Mouat Park. For players of all 
ages. 12 to 2 p.m.

Sat. Oct 29
  ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market. 
Final market day of the season. 
Centennial Park. 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 
Canadian Federation of 
University Women.
Public welcome to hear talk by 
Barb Aust on the topic of seniors 
housing on Salt Spring. Harbour 
House Hotel’s Crofton Room. 
10 a.m. 
Salt Spring Visitor Centre 
Open House. 
Volunteers will welcome visitors 
and local people to the Salt 
Spring Visitors Centre to show 
them what information is avail-
able at the centre. 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Salt Spring Forum Presents 
Gilles Duceppe. 
Discussion with highly influen-
tial Quebecois politician, now 
one of the most sought-after 
political analysts in Quebec. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Sun. Oct 30
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Where Truest Pleasure Is. 
Vaughn Williams Songs of Travel 
+ Songs of the British Isles by 
Britten, Quilter and Stanford, 
and American songs by Copland 
and Bernstein with Fabiana 
Katz, mezzo-soprano, and 
Stephen Smith, piano. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 2 p.m. 
Open Stage Old Timey Cafe. 
Open stage with good music 
and munchies. Alcohol-free and 
everyone welcome. On the last 
Sunday of every month in the 
OAPO annex at Fulford Hall. 7 
to 11 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Sunday Satsangs. 
Every Sunday at the Salt Spring 
Centre of Yoga. 3:30 p.m. 

Mon. Oct 31
 ACTIVITIES  
Meeting of the Minds. 
Outreach Adult Day Program 
for independent seniors looking 
to socialize and be engaged in 
thought-provoking activities. 
Caregivers welcome to contact 
Greenwoods Eldercare Society to 
discuss criteria for attendance. 
Every Monday at Meadowbrook 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact 
Brandy-Lee Borley at 250-537-
5520, Ext. 6 to register.
Halloween Spook House. 
Trick or treating and frightfully 
fun interactive display at Mahon 
Hall. Open 6 p.m. to around 
10 p.m. or later. Closed during 
fireworks display.  
Halloween Fireworks. 
Fireworks display in Ganges 
Harbour, produced by Salt 
Spring Fire-Rescue. Ganges 
Harbour. 7:30 p.m. 

Tue. Nov 1
 ACTIVITIES

DEBFIT® Beginner Weight 
Loss Outdoor Bootcamp. 
Learn safe, fun and highly 
effective exercises in a non-
intimidating, co-ed fitness class. 
At the Portlock Park covered 
picnic area Tuesdays until Dec. 
6. 8:45 to 9:30 a.m.  
The Day of the Dead Art 
Reception. 
For an exhibit of work by 
local artist and photographer 
Bernadette Mertens-McAllister 
in the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m.
Japanese Culture Class – 
Cooking. 
For 16 years and over. Salt 
Spring Island Middle School 
Teaching Kitchen. 5:30 to 8 
p.m. Preregistration with PARC 
required at 250-537-4448.

Tue. Nov 1
 ACTIVITIES

Learn to Spin With a Drop 
Spindle. 
Free lessons from the Salt 
Spring Weavers and Spinners 
Guild at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School. 7 p.m. 
Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m.  

Wed. Nov 2
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo. 
Alan Moberg performs at All 
Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m. 
Free music (or by donation) fol-
lowed by optional tea and treats 
at about 3 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Kids Beaded Bracelets Class. 
For 8 to 14 years at the Portlock 
Park Portable Classroom. 4 to 6 
p.m. Pre-registration with PARC 
required at 250-537-4448.
Author Reading With George 
Mercer. 
Vancouver Island author reads 
from books in his Dyed in 
the Green fiction series set in 
Canada’s national parks. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 5 p.m. 
SSI Painters Guild Art 
Activities. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

IF YOU HAVE AN 
EVENT FOR THE  

EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

EMAIL:
 news@gulfislands

driftwood.com

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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Fabulous Flea Market 
A fundraiser for Fulford Community Hall

Saturday, November 5th

Fulford Community Hall • 10 am to 2 pm

Delicious homemade food available

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  Oct. 26  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

  CINEMA

• Pete’s Dragon — Pete is a 10-year-old boy who has been in the woods for years, 
with Elliot, the dragon who found him when he was four. When a forest ranger 
spots Pete, she tries to get to the bottom of his story and his mysterious friend.
• Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure. Recorded live at The Globe Theatre in London. 
Disgusted by his immoral city, the Duke of Vienna withdraws from public life and leaves 
his deputy, Angelo, in charge. To observe the law, he begins a ruthless program to stamp 
out sexual licence. Two shows only on Thursday, Oct. 27, 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. 
Advance tickets at the cinema from Fridays through Tuesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.  

  EXHIBITIONS

• Surfacing — Explorations in Two Dimensions opens in the ArtSpring gallery 
on Friday, Oct. 28 with a reception from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Show runs from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily until Nov. 7. 

• Renee Sanden’s installation called Trinity: the Mother, the Daughter and the 
Holy Spirit shows in the window of ArtSpace Gallery, #17 in Merchant Mews.
• Bernadette Mertens-McAllister presents her solo exhibition called Day of the 
Dead in the Salt Spring Library Program Room through November, with an open-
ing reception on Tuesday, Nov. 1 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
• Judy Weeden & Ron Crawford show new work at Steffich Fine Art until Oct. 27. 
• First Impressions – the first showing of original works by the SSI Painters Guild’s 
printmakers group — runs until Oct. 29 at the Salt Spring Library Program Room 
during open hours. 
• Island Textile Artists’ fall show runs at Kizmit Galeria for the month of October. 
• Optical Disruptions is an exhibit of Mary Laucks’ latest paintings in the 
ArtSpring lobby during the month of October.
• Hannah Stone shows work at Barb’s Bakery & Bistro and the Salt Spring 
Coffee Co.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Oct. 28th to Nov. 1st  Fri. to Tues. 7pm  
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

Some Secrets Are Too Big To Keep

ShAKESpEARE’S 
Measure for 

Measure 
Thursday October 27th 
3pm matinee and 7pm. 

Recorded Live at 
The Globe Theatre 

in London.

GLOBE
ON SCREEN

1 hr  43 min
Rating: G

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936 PAGE 18
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GALLERY SHOW

SURFACING
EXPLORATIONS IN TWO DIMENSIONS

 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    FREE ADMISSION

FRI OCT 28 –  NOV 7 
OPENING RECEPTION 
OCT 28 | 5:00–7:30PM

OUT INNERSPACE
DANCE THEATRE

 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    Adults: $23  Youth: $5

MAJOR MOTION PICTURE      

FRI OCT 28 | 7:30PM  

Generously sponsored by Mouat’s Old Salty

ConCErt PrEVIEw 

Mezzo-soprano shares Songs of Travel
Fabiana Katz plays All Saints 
Oct. 30

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Vancouver-based mezzo-soprano 
Fabiana Katz and pianist Stephen 
Smith will  find time amidst their 
other professional responsibilities to 
give a rare concert at All Saints By-
the-Sea this Sunday, Oct. 30.

The program called Where Truest 
Pleasure Is features Vaughn Williams’ 
Songs of Travel, songs of the British 
Isles by Britten, Quilter and Stan-
ford, and American songs by Cop-
land and Bernstein. Katz and Smith 
are brought to Salt Spring by their 
longtime friend and associate Deb 
Toole, who is starting a new series of 
musical productions on the island.

“What I see as my role is to start a 
series where I give an opportunity for 
amazing musicians — mainly vocal-
ists — the opportunity to work up a 
show and get paid for it,” Toole said.

“Plus, it’s really important to me 
our local audience gets an oppor-
tunity in that wonderful, intimate, 
relaxing environment of a recital to 
hear wonderful musicians.”

“This particular concert is beauti-
fully constructed,” she added. “It’s 
very accessible.”

Toole said Songs of Travel fits Katz’s 
mezzo voice beautifully. She has per-
formed some parts of the program to 
great acclaim in Vancouver.

“The response has been really pos-

itive and she will probably stage it 
again this spring,” Toole said.

Katz moved to Canada at the age 
of 14 after being immersed in music 
in her native country, Argentina. As a 
recitalist, she continues to focus on 
repertoire that highlights her Span-
ish, Latin American and Sephardic 
cultural background. She currently 
sings professionally with the Van-
couver Chamber Choir under the 
direction of Jon Washburn. 

Katz was a founding member of 
the a cappella trio Kallisto, which 
has received accolades around Can-
ada, and the Vancouver-based early 

music octet Stellaria.
She has been a featured guest 

soloist with many British Colum-
bian symphonies as well as Erato 
Ensemble, Vancouver’s Sonic Boom 
Festival,  the Monteverdi Sympo-
sium, a Company of Instruments 
Baroque Orchestra and the Vancou-
ver Latin Music Festival. Her most 
recent opera experiences include 
the title role in Handel’s Amadigi 
di Gaula with Opera Appassionata, 
and Cherubino in Mozart’s Le nozze 
di Figaro with The Opera Project. 

Accompanist Smith grew up in 
rural Nova Scotia, where he sang 
and played the piano from an early 
age. He has lived in Vancouver since 
1990, obtaining his doctoral degree 
in piano performance from the Uni-
versity of British Columbia and con-
tributing to the musical life of the 
city as a performer, teacher, conduc-
tor and composer.

Currently, Smith is a sessional fac-
ulty member at UBC, assistant con-
ductor of the University Singers and 
the Vancouver Bach Choir, accom-
panist for Elektra Women’s Choir, 
resident accompanist of the Vancou-
ver Men’s Chorus and director of the 
male-voice ensemble Synergy. 

“Stephen is a wonderful accompa-
nist. He’s so responsive to what the 
other person is doing. And they’re a 
wonderful team,” Toole said.

The show starts at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day. 

Tickets are available at Salt Spring 
Books or at the door.
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rECItal 

Alan Moberg entertains at Tea à Tempo
Peace, country, 
homeland themes 
celebrated

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC 
MAKERS OF THE ANGLICAN 
PARISH 

Now that  the  regular 
noon-hour series Music 
and Munch has morphed 
into an afternoon series 
called Tea à Tempo, the 
Music Makers at All Saints 
A n g l i c a n  C h u rc h  h a v e 
chosen to vary their regu-
lar  November program, 
which was based on typical 

Remembrance Day music 
and readings.

In its place, and keep-
ing with that general mood 
of pensiveness, they have 
invited Alan Moberg to per-
form on Wednesday, Nov. 2 
in his usual relaxed, enter-
taining fashion, but to sort 
through his vast repertoire 
of songs for a half-dozen 
or so that would reflect on 
a theme of peace, coun-
try, homeland, justice and 
more. 

Moberg responded with a 
long list of his songs, such 
as Northern Love, Serenity 
Prayer, Above the Clouds, 

Rainbow Road, as well as 
If I Had a Hammer, Make 
Me a Channel of Your Peace, 
which he will intersperse 
between other pieces in his 
program.

Moberg has performed 
consistently each year at 
Music and Munch since 
2005 and has thus endeared 
himself to a wide loyal fan 
base from that venue alone. 
People feel relaxed and com-
fortable in his presence as 
he strums his guitar, sings 
his songs and tells his yarns 
of the lives of ordinary work-
ing folks of this province, the 
love of which is bred in his 

bones. 
He was born into a fish-

ing family on the West Coast, 
which gave him the opportu-
nity to engage with the First 
Nations people for whom he 
has formed a lifelong attach-
ment and admiration. 

Apart from the West Coast, 
Moberg’s songs also reflect 
his love of the Interior of 
B.C., its people and their 
open rugged way of life.

Tea à Tempo begins at 
2:10 p.m., ending at about 
3 p.m., from whence the 
audience may proceed to 
the hall to enjoy tea or cof-
fee and goodies.

fICtIon 

Parks series author reads at the library
Dyed in the Green stories 
prove popular

George Mercer,  a  former Gulf 
Islands National Park warden and a 
Vancouver Island author, will be at 
the Salt Spring Public Library with his 
published books and new work next 
Wednesday, Nov. 2.

From 5 to 7 p.m. Mercer will give 
short readings from his Dyed in the 
Green fiction series about Canada’s 
national parks.

O r i g i n a l l y  f r o m 
Newfoundland, Mer-
c e r  w o r k e d  i n  s i x 
national parks across 
Canada before retir-
ing in 2012 to pur-
sue his passion for 
writing. Dyed In The 
Green, the title book 
in  his  ser ies,  was 
re l e a s e d  i n  2 0 1 4 , 

while the second book, Wood Buf-
falo, came out in May 2016. Mercer 
will also do a short reading from the 

third book in the series, Jasper Wild, 
planned for release next summer.

Dyed in the Green is the only fiction 
series about our country’s national 
parks. It takes readers along with the 
main characters as they work their 
way across the country, with each 
novel set in a different national park 
and dealing with the challenges faced 
by those working to protect our spe-
cial places.

Wood Buffalo and Dyed in the 
Green are available in bookstores 
across Canada.

WWW.FABiANAKATz.COm

mezzo-soprano Fabiana Katz. 

GEORGE
MERCER
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Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Are you really ready for 
the coming season?

With shorter days and cold wet weather 
your vehicle’s battery and charging system 
are working hard to keep up with increased demands from your 
lights, wipers, heater fan and rear defogger. Have your belts, battery 
and charging system tested before they leave you stranded some 
cold wet night. Antifreeze, hoses and heater systems are critical to 
keep your windshield clear for safe visibility.

Snow tires are recommended to be installed in sets of four. When 
the first snow flies, the demand is often so heavy that your first 
choice may not be available. Get your tires now and avoid the rush.

Fall is a good time to have a thorough inspection of all your 
vehicle systems performed and repairs made making for safe, 
worry free driving.

Remember, maintenance is cheaper than breakdown repairs.

Drive Safe, Gyle

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 5

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2015 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

Comparing homes with similar attributes 
can provide valuable insights. Consider the 
age of the: roof, decks, septic field, appliances and “deferred 
maintenance”. How dated are the bathrooms and kitchen and 
flooring? Would you want to replace them? The cost of replacing 
each of these items could be considerable. Make up a comparison 
chart accounting for these differences.

When planning a second viewing, ASK FOR AN INFO 
PACKAGE & PERMISSION TO TAKE PHOTOS. Take notes. 
Identify chattels that you may wish to have included such as: 
window coverings, appliances and their brand name, built in 
vacuum and/or hot tub accessories, shelving, firewood on hand, 
riding lawn mower, water filters, garden sheds, building plans, etc. 
Note what items are excluded on the feature sheet to assist you in 
making plans for replacing. Then you will likely conclude that...

The most affordable home is rarely the lowest priced home!

Buyers: How to compare 
prices and value?

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Wearing Aqua Gloves While 
Working Out

The primary purpose of wearing 
Aqua gloves is to aid in balance, 
stability and body support for the lower body. The 
secondary purpose is for adding upper body resistance. 
By increasing the surface of the arms the body is 
more balanced with the surface of the legs. They are 
designed specifically for water aerobics and training. 
The gloves assist travel and help maintain efficient 
movements. They will also raise your aerobic capacity 
and endurance levels. The gloves have a flexible 
webbing for use during water resistance training 
and creates smoother movements in the water for a 
comfortable upper body workout increasing propulsion 
through water.

When fitting an aqua glove make sure the width is 
good so there is no circulation cut off.

PoETRY

Shirley Graham unites passions
New collection 
Shakespearean Blues 
launches Nov. 5

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring poet Shirley Graham has 
combined two of her deepest artistic 
influences and passions in a beautiful 
new collection called Shakespearean 
Blues, a Mother Tongue Press book to 
be released in November.

“Blue” has emerged over several 
books as Graham’s “one word Ars Poet-
ica.” As she explains in the introduc-
tion to her latest work, it’s “a colour 
that has come to represent the essence 
of poetry for me, a moment in its most 
heightened accuracy, the odd angle, 
a sideways glance and the shade of 
the inevitable life-death oxymoron, 
shadow’s shadow.”

Shakespeare, another important 
influence on Graham’s creative life, 
also takes a major thematic role this 
time as muse, mentor and playful spir-
it. The timing couldn’t have been bet-
ter for a Shakespeare-focused collec-
tion. The book is ready just in time for 
the 400th year anniversary of Shake-
speare’s death, which has seen all sorts 
of tributes around the world.

“When I look at what he does with 
language even within a single quote, 
it’s so dense and rich with imagery,” 
Graham said. “I think he was just a 
great perceiver of life across the spec-
trum, and his writing just oozes with 
life.”

Graham and her husband Peter Lev-
itt have been reading Shakespeare’s 
plays out loud with a small group of 
friends on Salt Spring for years, and 
before that did the same thing in Cali-
fornia. This partly accounts for Gra-
ham’s seeming encyclopedic knowl-
edge of Shakespeare’s works. She also 
studied Renaissance literature while 
at Brown University and at one point 
intended to do her Ph.D. with a focus 
on Shakespeare before turning to 

psychology as a more stable income 
source.

Graham’s previous collection Book 
of Blue contained one section of 
Shakespearean Blues poems, which 
were all based on A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. They started out as sort 
of a self-assigned exercise and then 
she got hooked. 

In Shakespearean Blues, Graham’s 
poetry is in constant dialogue with 
the playwright’s imagery and words. 
Sometimes this happens directly, with 
poems addressing specific characters 
or scenes, but in others an analogous 
emotion or situation is referenced, 
adding layers of understanding to 
more personal content. 

“In King Lear, the faithful advisor 
Kent tells the old king, ‘See better, 
Lear,’ just after Lear has banished his 
loving daughter Cordelia and divided 
his kingdom between the two other 
daughters (who later prove to be amaz-
ing villains). That ‘see better’ is what 
I try to do when I write, what I think 
poetry offers others, and what I hope 
comes from Shakespearean Blues — 
a chance to see life ‘better,’ in all its 
Shakespearean variety, depth, pathos 
and blueness,” Graham explained.

In Gertrude in Pale Blue, for exam-
ple, she ponders whether audiences 
have wronged Hamlet’s mother all 

these centuries by condemning her 
actions without fully understand-
ing them. Blue Romeo gently mocks 
a moony lover happy to be eclipsed 
by his Juliet. Blue Pearls describes a 
much-loved father, mind and body 
succumbing to Parkinson’s disease. 

Much of Graham’s writing is done 
on ferries to and from her work as a 
psychologist in Vancouver, which has 
in turn influenced her style. Short 
poems with quiet intensity are her 
speciality; they also owe something 
to her Zen Buddhist practice. A series 
of Haiku (One Breath) Poems written 
in direct counterpoint to Shakespeare 
quotations is particularly successful.

For example, “These words are 
razors to my wounded heart,” from 
Titus Andronicus is paired with Gra-
ham’s motherly lament.

Worse 
than scratches on a chalkboard —
a fight with a son.

The prose-poem Blue Translation 
begins with a quotation from A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream: “Bless thee, 
Bottom! Bless thee! Thou art translat-
ed.” Graham’s answer is a fun mono-
logue in believable working-man ver-
nacular, recounting the bewildering 
experience of needing nothing more 
than a good scratch from the fairy 
queen.

“What a thing to want from such a 
lady, aye, but that, lads, is what I want-
ed. That, and a load of hay. Crazy, eh?”

Each poem is meant to stand on its 
own, but knowledge of Shakespeare’s 
plays will add dimension for the read-
er. Graham has thoughtfully included 
a section of notes at the back of the 
book to explain her quotations and 
references to that end.

The Salt Spring launch of Shake-
spearean Blues will take place on Sat-
urday, Nov. 5 at the Salt Spring Public 
Library starting at 2:30 p.m. Graham 
would be delighted if people came 
wearing something blue, Shakespear-
ean or both.

PhOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

DYNAMIC DEMo: Luba Nikitina of Beauty Quest Mosaics 
gives a mosaic-making demonstration as part of Celebration of 
the Arts events held at ArtSpring on Oct. 15. This Friday a new 
exhibit called Surfacing opens at the ArtSpring gallery.
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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Capital Regional District

The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites applications/
nominations from residents interested in sitting on the 
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission to provide 
direction with respect to the planning, acquisition, 
development, restructure maintenance and operation of 
small craft harbour facilities to serve the residents of the 
Southern Gulf Islands. There are upcoming vacancies for 
Commissioners representing Mayne Island, North Pender 
Island, Saturna Island, and Piers Island. 
Meetings are held at 9 am on the fourth Friday of every 
second month on the Saanich Peninsula. Appointments 
will be for a two (2) year term commencing December 
2016. 
Please send us a one-page summary telling about 
yourself, your area of expertise, which location you wish 
to represent and why you would like to serve on the 
Commission.  
Deadline for receipt of applications is November 2, 
2016.  For more information, please visit our website: 
https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/what-we-do/docks-
moorage. 
Mail, fax or email your application to:
CRD Integrated Water Services  Phone: 250.474.9606
479 Island Highway   Fax:  250.474.4012
Victoria, BC   V9B 1H7  Email:  water@crd.bc.ca

Notice of
Applications/Nominations for 
Membership Southern Gulf 
Islands Harbours Commission

Chamber of Commerce vice-
president John Cade, left, 
presents Scott Antonik of Scott’s 
Plumbing and Heating with 
the Trades and Construction of 
the Year award at the Oct. 20 
ceremony, which was part of 
Small Business Week activites on 
Salt Spring. 

ENVIRONMENT

Electric Car Group celebrates EV growth
B&B charger subsidies still 
available

BY JIM STANDEN 
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D        

There have been many things that have 
happened locally since my last EV report 
which appeared in the August 2016 edi-
tion of the Driftwood’s Best of Salt Spring 
Island magazine. Here are a few interest-
ing details:

• We have now exceeded 80 electric cars 
owned on Salt Spring Island. Our statis-
tics team has calculated that, on average, 
our fl eet has reduced the island’s green-
house gas emissions by over 290 tonnes 
per year and we as a community do not 
need about 7,500 litres of fuel per month.

• A well-known retailer is planning to 
offer a prize to the Salt Spring resident 
that purchases the 100th electric vehi-
cle. Details will be announced as we near 
that milestone.

* We are welcoming a new EV char-
ger that has been installed at the Rental 
Stop. It is a Level 2, rated at 40 amps and 
is free for use by the public. Thanks to 
Dan at the Rental Stop and Transition 
Salt Spring for making it happen. This 
brings the total to eight free charging sta-
tions on Salt Spring.

• Keep your eyes out as you drive by 
Fulford Hall as a charger will be appear-
ing there shortly. This is for the use of 

the public, but there will be a donation 
box located nearby to support the cost 
of electricity and maintenance. The pro-
posed donation is $2 to $3 per charge, 
but additional generosity is encouraged.

• In addition to an EV charger, the 
Fernwood Road Café has the ability to 
charge up electric bikes. See the cafe for 
details.

• I visited the ArtSpring charger on two 
occasions recently. Both times I saw two 
Nissan Leafs, side-by-side, both charg-
ing and displaying the Salt Spring Island 
etiquette card. So nice to see this com-
munity act out of kindness and compas-
sion. Warms my heart.

• Notable new owners. The fi rst real 
estate agent on Salt Spring to purchase 
an EV is Sandra Smith of MacDonald 
Realty, who is the proud owner of a pret-
ty blue Nissan Leaf. Stephen Roberts, BC 
Liberal candidate for Saanich North and 
the Islands in the next provincial elec-
tion, has purchased a totally awesome 

TESLA Model X. Roberts lives on Salt 
Spring and has a keen interest in new, 
clean — and yes, green —technologies 
that balance human development with 
environment protection.

• There are still two cash subsidies 
available to owners of island B&Bs that 
install a qualifi ed EV charger for the use 
of their guests.

• Transition Salt Spring has been 
approached by several business owners 
to investigate the installation of electric 
car chargers to support their customers 
and visitors. There are cash subsidies 
and other programs available to reduce 
the up-front and ongoing costs.  In addi-
tion, there are companies as well as indi-
viduals that have approached the TSS 
EV group to provide funding to support 
such projects. If you are interested in 
further information on these programs, 
please contact myself (250-537-5646 or 
jstanden@ucalgary.ca) or Peter Lamb 
(250-537-4859 or plamb@shaw.ca) for 
details.

If you are interested in knowing more 
about electric cars and chargers, or sim-
ply want to come and talk about yours, 
this month’s Green Drinks on Thursday, 
Oct. 27 is devoted exclusively to that 
topic. The meeting is a casual conver-
sation and is located at Moby’s Pub on 
the fourth Thursday of every month at 5 
p.m. Moby’s has a level-2 charger and a 
Tesla charger for your convenience.

Our statistics team has 
calculated that our � eet has 
reduced the island’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by over 290 tonnes per year.

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN

Larry Gorrill of El Loco Taco holds up three 
fi ngers to mark his winning of at least one 
award for three years in a row. This year Gorrill’s 
business nabbed the prize for Small Business of 
the Year with less than 15 employees. For more 
photos from the awards presentations, see the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood’s Facebook page.

The 11th annual Salt Spring Business Awards 
event, presented by the Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce, was held at ArtSpring on Thursday, 
Oct. 20.  
Winners were: 
• Small Business (under 15 employees) - El Loco 
Taco
• Non-Profi t Association  - Lady Minto Hospital 
Auxiliary Society
• New Business - Whiskers Pet Store
• Agricultural/Farm Business - Singing Bird Farm
• Green Business - Net Change Consulting Inc.
• Trades & Construction Business - Scott’s Plumb-
ing and Heating
• Tourism Business - Western Splendour Tours 
and Charters
• Outstanding Customer Service - Roly Poly Rice 
Balls
Larger businesses received certifi cates of ap-
preciation. More than 90 diff erent ventures and 
associations were nominated, with a portion of 
those submitting the documentation required 
in order to be judged in their category.

Paul Roberts, president of the Lady Minto 
Hospital Auxiliary Society, accepts the non-
profi t association award, with Donna Robin-
son, one of the emcees, looking on. 

Celebrating
BUSINESS
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Capital Regional District

Emergency Response Dispatch Centre
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Capital Regional District (“CRD”) proposes to adopt:
•	 Bylaw No. 4119, “911 Call Answer Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2016”, to authorize the borrowing of $16,000,000 

to fund the land purchase and construction of a new Emergency Response Dispatch Centre, including initial installation 
of furniture, fixtures and equipment; and 

•	 Bylaw No. 4123, “Emergency Response Telephone Extended Service Establishment Bylaw, No. 1, 1997, Amendment 
Bylaw No. 1, 2016”, to amend the 911 emergency response telephone service function to allow for construction of 
the facility.  

The new Emergency Response Dispatch Centre will unify the 911 primary safety answering points and police dispatch 
for the Region.  The cost of borrowing will be funded through the existing 911 call answer levy and lease revenue as 
appropriate.
Take further notice that the CRD may proceed with Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 4123 unless at least 28,078 electors 
within the CRD indicate by signing the elector response forms, that the Board must obtain the assent of the electors by 
way of an assent vote (referendum) before proceeding to adopt Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 4123. 
The elector response form must be in the form as established by the CRD and forms are available from the CRD on request 
or from the CRD website.  The only persons entitled to sign elector response forms are electors of the area to which the 
alternative approval process opportunity applies.  The alternative approval process opportunity applies within the 911 
emergency response telephone service area, which is comprised of all the municipalities and electoral areas in the Capital 
Regional District, as follows: Central Saanich, Colwood, Esquimalt, Highlands, Langford, Oak Bay, Metchosin, North Saanich, 
Saanich, Sidney, Sooke, Victoria, View Royal; and Juan de Fuca, Salt Spring Island and Southern Gulf Islands electoral areas.
The deadline for delivering the original signed elector response forms, in relation to Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 4123, 
to the CRD is 4:00 pm on Friday, December 2, 2016.  Forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.
The CRD has estimated that the total number of electors within the service area is 280,787 and that 10% of that number 
or 28,078 electors must submit elector response forms to prevent the CRD from enacting Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 
4123 without the assent of the electors by referendum.
Questions regarding the Emergency Response Dispatch Centre project may be directed to Shawn Carby, Senior Manager, 
Protective Services, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, 250.360.3186, scarby@crd.bc.ca, during regular office hours Monday to 
Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this notice until December 2, 2016.
Qualifications for Resident and Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector:  You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on 
the date of submission of the elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 6 months 
and in the Capital Regional District for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector response form.
Non-Resident Property Elector:  You may submit an elector response form as a Non-Resident Property Elector if you are 
18 years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British 
Columbia for 6 months, have owned and held registered title to property in the Capital Regional District for 30 days and 
do NOT qualify as a Resident Elector.  If there is more than one registered owner of the property (either as joint tenants or 
tenants in common) only one individual may, with the written consent of the majority, submit an elector response form.
To obtain an elector response form, or for questions about the alternative approval process, contact CRD Legislative and 
Information Services, PO Box 1000, 625 Fisgard Street, 5th Floor, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6, email legserv@crd.bc.ca, telephone 
250.360.3127 or toll free 1-800-663-4425 local 3127 from 8:30 am-4:30 pm, Monday to Friday.
A copy of the elector response form may be downloaded from:  
        www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting
Elector response forms may also be obtained at the CRD offices listed below.
A copy of Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 4123, and a copy of this Notice may be inspected during regular office hours, 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday (excluding statutory holidays) from the date of this notice until December 30, 2016, 
at the following CRD locations:
	 •		 public notice board in the lobby of CRD headquarters, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria
	 •		 Panorama	Recreation	Centre,	1885	Forest	Park	Drive,	North	Saanich
	 •	 Juan	de	Fuca	Local	Area	Services	office,	#3-7450	Butler	Road,	Sooke
	 •		 Integrated	Water	Services,	479	Island	Highway,	Victoria
	 •		 SSI	Administration	(PARC)	Office,	145	Vesuvius	Bay	Road,	Salt	Spring	Island
	 •		 on	the	CRD	website:	

for Bylaw No. 4119 and Bylaw No. 4123:  www.crd.bc.ca/about/document-library/Documents/bylaws/
bylawssubjecttoreferendumoralternativeapprovalprocess
for this Notice:  www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting

Given under my hand at Victoria, BC this 12th day of October, 2016
Brent Reems, Corporate Officer

Notice to Electors within the Capital Regional District
Alternative Approval Process for CRD Bylaw 4119 and Bylaw 4123

TOUrIsM

Salt Spring Island Visitor Centre hosts meet and greet
Volunteer opportunities 
available

The Salt Spring  Visitor Centre is 
holding an open house on Saturday, 
Oct. 29 from  11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Centre volunteers are looking 
forward to welcoming visitors and 

residents to show them what infor-
mation is available at the centre. 
Food and drinks will also be avail-
able.

“For over 360 days a year the 
name of the game at the Salt Spring 
Visitors Centre is meet and greet,” 
said Laura Moore, a member of the 
volunteer steering committee.

“The volunteers at the centre 
welcome people from around the 
world. The days are full of questions 
in an attempt to help the visitors.”

Visitor centre volunteers are 
trained to be knowledgeable about 
the province through the Destina-
tion BC training program. Many 
local people also come into the 

centre to look around or to pick 
up information for their visitors. 
Ferry and bus schedules are avail-
able, along with the bus monthly 
pass for purchase. The centre is also 
a great source of information for 
those who have just moved to the 
island, said Moore. 

Like other organizations on the 

island run by volunteers, the visitor 
centre is fortunate to have between 
40 to 50 enthusiastic participants. 
Anyone who thinks they would 
enjoy volunteering at the centre 
should contact Janet Clouston at 
the Chamber of Commerce at 250-
537-4223 or Laura Moore at 250-
537-0721.

HALLOwEEN

Spook House returns 

New props promise to 
add extra frights 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
Improv and the Salt Spring Fes-
tival of Fools are inviting fami-
lies to trick or treat at Mahon Hall 
on Monday night, bringing back 
the community’s favourite place 
to get scared with the Halloween 
Spook House.

The Oct. 31 event is a fundrais-
er for the clown festival and for 
GISS’ junior and senior improv 
teams. Sponsors Country Grocer, 
Thrifty Foods, Ganges Pharma-
save, Island Variety and TJ Beans 
have ensured that every child who 
buys a ticket will receive lots of 
treats along with their tricks. 

“The great thing about having 
so many sponsors is kids who 
come to the Spook House are 
guaranteed to get good value in 
candy as well as the spooking, all 
inside and in a dry place,” Twaites 
said.

This year Country Grocer also 
provided a special grant that 
allowed the organizers to pur-
chase new props and gizmos. 
This has upped the scare factor 
for what could be the spookiest 
Halloween yet, Twaites promised.

The set design varies every 

year, but one thing that’s con-
sistent is a built-in escape route 
for smaller kids or anyone who 
might get too scared. The first 
part of the event is based on 
trick-or-treating, with lots of 
doors to knock on. After that, 
there’s a lit side exit for anyone 
who doesn’t want to carry on 
into the heart of the thrills.

Scares are provided by a mix of 
animatronic creations and live 
actors, both students and adults. 
This year around 40 people will 
be involved from creation to 
tear-down. 

“We really try to transform 
Mahon Hall by using all the 
resources that Theatre Resourc-
es has to offer,” Twaites said. 

As well, the organizers make 
sure the hall is a safe place in 
which to get scared and be scary. 
Consultations are made with Salt 
Spring Fire-Rescue every year 
on design, and props are made 
using painted theatre flats for 
ultimate safety. That also makes 
it a low garbage event.

Doors open at 6 p.m. The 
Spook House will take a break 
during the fireworks show in 
Ganges Harbour (scheduled for 
7:30). It will run again for at least 
30 minutes after the fireworks 
are over, if customers arrive, 
shutting down by 10 or 10:30 
p.m.

DRifTWOOD filE phOTO BY jEN mAClEllAN

Andy Thomas prepares to scare visitors at a past Spook house event.
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Capital Regional District

The Capital Regional District (“CRD”) invites detailed 
proposals from individuals or companies to act as 
Wharfingers for the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz Bay. 
The proposals will be evaluated for the selection of a 
consultant (or consultants) with the intent to enter into a 
contract (the “Contract”) to provide the services described 
in Appendix “A”.

The CRD provides small craft harbours (docks) at 11 
locations in the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz Bay. 
These harbours provide a vital link to island community 
residents and visitors by providing moorage, access points 
for supplies and mail delivery as well as for water taxies.

Proponents may submit proposals for multiple docks 
however, each dock will be awarded separately. The 
remuneration level for wharfingers is set under CRD 
Bylaw No. 2844 for the Southern Gulf Islands therefore, 
the criteria in the evaluation process will not include a 
financial component. The deadline for submissions is 
October 31, 2016 at 3pm. 

For more information please go to  
https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/contracts-rfps/current

Kevin Evans 
Purchaser, Integrated Water Services 
Capital Regional District 
Tel: 250.474.9674 
Email: kevans@crd.bc.ca

Request for Proposal: 
Wharfinger Services -  
S. Gulf Islands and Swartz Bay

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

traIl & naturE Club

Mount Maxwell and Skutz Falls in hikers’ schedule
Club looks forward to 
outings and holiday 
activities next month

Christmas Luncheon

Trail and Nature Club mem-
bers are invited to enjoy this year’s 
Christmas Luncheon at Penny’s 
on the Green on Dec.13. Menu 
and ticket information will be cir-
culated to members and posted 
on the website in November.

Hikers

Nov. 1: Barry and Sheila will 
lead a hike along the Cowichan 
River Footpath starting at Skutz 
Falls. The hike is moderate but 
may be long if the sun is shin-
ing. Leave Portlock Park by car-
pool at 8:30 a.m.

Nov. 8: Ashley Hilliard will 
lead a hike on some of the less 
frequented trails on the south 
side of Mount Maxwell. Sturdy 

shoes are a must. Carpool from 
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. or meet at 
the Burgoyne Triangle at 10 a.m.

Nov. 15: Charles Kahn leads a 
strenuous hike up the back side 
of Mount Erskine. Some of this 
is on trail, some bushwhack-
ing, and some on road. Bring 
your hiking pole(s) and plan for 
a longish hike. Meet at ArtSpring 
at 9:45 a.m.

Nov. 22: Tudor Davies will lead 
a moderate hike in Ruckle Park, 
following the seaside trail to 
the north end of the park then 
returning via the inland route 
past Merganser Pond and along 
the west side of the working 
farm back to the starting point. 
Depending on the weather, 
some sections may be slippery. 
Meet at ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. 
or at 10:05 a.m. at the parking 
lot just past the historic farm 
buildings.

Nov. 29: Kees Visser leads a 
moderate hike with steep sec-
tions and some road walking 
from Peter Arnell Park to Bryant 

Hill Park. Meet at ArtSpring at 
9:45 a.m. or at the top of Stewart 
Road, behind the concrete bar-
rier at Peter Arnell at 10 a.m.

Walkers

Nov. 1: Lorrie Storr will lead a 
walk up Mount Erskine. Meet at 
ArtSpring at 10 a.m. or at the cul 
de sac at the end of Trustees Trail 
off Juniper at 10:20. This is the 
easiest of the walks up Mount 
Erskine. It is almost all uphill 
before lunch, meaning we go 
down after lunch.

Nov. 8: Doreen Fenton will lead 
a walk along the Channel Ridge 
trails. There will be hills but we 
will walk slowly and take breaks. 
Meet at ArtSpring at 10 a.m. to 
carpool or at 10:15 a.m. at the 
corner of Broadwell and Tern.

Nov. 15: John Heddle will lead 
a moderate walk in the Mara-
caibo area. Meet at 10 a.m. at 
ArtSpring to carpool.  

Nov.  22:  Barr y and Sheila 
Spence will lead a moderate 

walk in Cowichan River Pro-
vincial Park from the 66 Mile 
Trestle Day Use Area to Stolz 
Pool along the Cowichan River 
Footpath, with an easy return 
along the Trans Canada Trail. 
Meet at Portlock Park for an 8:30 
a.m. departure to the Vesuvius 
Ferry.  

Nov. 29: Meet at ArtSpring 
at 10 a.m. to pick a leader and a 
destination.

Ramblers

Nov. 1: Frauke will lead a lead-
er’s choice ramble. Meet at 10 
a.m. in Centennial Park. Lunch 
will be at Moby’s.

Nov. 8: Dorothy Kyle will lead 
a ramble through Brinkworthy 
and beyond. Meet at the Coun-
try Grocer parking lot at 10 a.m. 
Lunch place will  be decided 
after the ramble.

Nov. 15: Marilyn and Bill Hard-
ing will lead a ramble in Sidney, 
probably along Lochside Drive. 
Lunch will be in Sidney. Meet 

at Centennial Park at 8:45 a.m. 
to carpool on the 9:50 Fulford 
ferry. Return ferry will depend 
on how much time we spend 
rambling and eating. Arrange 
your carpool beforehand.

Nov. 22: Ramble with Sterling 
and Maureen McEachern in the 
Fernwood area. Bring a lunch 
to eat at 221 Byron Rd. Meet at 
Centennial Park at 10 a.m.

Nov. 29: Betty Ball will lead a 
ramble in the Kings Lane area. 
Meet at the Country Grocer 
Parking lot at 10 a.m. Lunch will 
be up town or in town.

 
Membership

Interested in joining us? Con-
tact Barry Spence (membership) 
at 250-537-2332 or Linda Quiring 
(president) at 250-537-5116, or 
come on Tuesdays to the meet-
ing point for the activity you are 
interested in.

Participants need to bring 
a lunch and wear appropriate 
footwear and outdoor clothing.

CoMMunItY lEadErs

Hogan says farewell to local animal lovers

BC SPCA manager 
accepts promotion

by SEAN HOGAN
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

The first time I visited Salt 
Spring was in 2002 with my 
then-boyfriend Robert Prince. 
We vacationed here that sum-
mer and stayed at the tree-
house hostel that was on 
Cusheon Lake Road. 

Fast-forward to 2006. Rob-
ert and I got married at South-
ey Point. We loved the place. 
Magic, love and dreams were 
made here with many a get-
away weekend thereafter until 
we decided to leave Vancou-
ver and call Salt Spring Island 
home in October 2010. Robert 
managed a yoga studio and 
we both did a lot of yoga prac-

tice with amazing teachers. 
I took time off from working 
anything more than a couple 
hours a week and for most of 
2011, I volunteered at the BC 
SPCA cat shelter.

In November 2011,  I 
became the branch manager 
and from then on, I worked 
tirelessly and with full dedi-
cation to the animals and 
people in our community. 
The 55-hour work-week can 
be a killer, though, as there 
are relentless calls and needs 
for animals and people in dis-
tress. Thankfully, I’ve gained a 
lot of help along the way.

There have been a lot of 
changes in the time I have 
served as the manager.

First of all, we do help dogs 
— lots of them! Doggie Day-
care has prevented nearly 

1,800 dogs from being left in 
hot cars. Over two dozen dogs 
are provided emergency fos-
ter every year. While we don’t 
have holding pens, we still 
managed in 2015 to adopt five 
dogs.

More animals than ever 
before (over 200 calls annually) 
are helped, adoption of cats 
and kittens has grown to over 
150 per year, while the adult 
cats are now finding forever 
homes, on average, in under 
three weeks. Live outcomes 
are typically above 93 per cent, 
meaning that not only do we 
find homes quicker, far fewer 
animals are euthanized unnec-
essarily. Our compassionate 
care team of shelter and foster 
family volunteers puts in over 
6,000 hours of service annually

Volunteership grew, too. 
There were fewer than 20 vol-
unteers helping out in 2011 
and by 2015 we had topped 
100 people giving their time 
for the animals. We have been 
able to add about 24 hours of 
weekly paid part-time staff to 
support both animal and cus-
tomer care.

Community coin boxes, 
Save-a-Tape at Country Gro-
cer and events like Just for Cats 
and Paws for a Cause have 
become signature branch fun-
draising efforts. The Saturday 
Market Doggie Daycare service 
through the summer just com-
pleted its fifth year.

Our annual Cupcake Day 
in February has been a big hit 
in Ganges and at the schools, 
bringing together our commu-
nity in a sweet way for a great 
cause. Our local event fund-
raising efforts generate about 
$26,000 toward our operating 

costs of $150,000 per year.
In the past five years, the 

branch has been nominated 
three times and won the 
Chamber of Commerce Non-
Profit Organization of the Year 
Award twice (2012, 2015). In 
part, this award reflects the 
goodwill the branch has in 
the community. Programs like 
emergency dog fostering, feral 
cat trap-neuter-return and the 
spay neuter identification pro-
gram have provided low or no 
cost intervention to over 300 
cats in the past four years. 

Now, after the past five years 
as manager, I am handing the 
helm and leadership role to a 
very competent Blythe Mac-
Donald. Blythe has been part 
of the BC SPCA as a volunteer 
and staff member since 2010 
and worked under my mentor-
ship in the branch the past two 
years. Her warmth and cha-
risma will bring much-needed 
energy to the branch, and her 
love of animals is unsurpassed. 

You may wonder why I 
would leave Salt Spring for 
Kelowna. Truly, it is a magi-
cal place with remarkable 
people here in the southern 
Gulf Islands. Nonetheless, the 
opportunities are great for 
me to help more animals and 
people, provide a high-level of 
leadership and coach others to 
succeed in the field of animal 
welfare. I leave satisfied that 
I have contributed meaning-
ful and long-lasting changes 
to the way animals are valued, 
treated and cared for on Salt 
Spring. It is my intent to do this 
on a larger scale now, in my 
new role as branch manager of 
the third largest branch of the 
BC SPCA in Kelowna. 

PhOTO COuRTESY BC SPCA

Salt Spring’s BC SPCA branch manager Sean hogan with two 
kittens. hogan will be missed when he takes on a new  posi-
tion in Kelowna.
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        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
With each new day you are diving 
deeper. Soon you will enter the abysmal 
realm. This is the veiled dimension 
where the dearly departed dwell. Yet this 
is not the end, not for you or anyone else. 
It is a beginning. Although you will be 
resurrected and transformed, your soul 
essence eternal remains untouched.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Where is the power you seek and so 
desire? Who has it? This is the question 
that lurks in the labyrinth of your mind. 
Questions answered produce paradoxes 
to further ponder. Having faith feels 
harder than wise words can wave away. 
Powerful changes continue to churn 
within. The silent voice says look higher 
not harder.  
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Ambitions to achieve a new level of 
power are on the rise. You want to feel 
stronger, perhaps in your body and/
or in your stance in the world. Healing 
old hurts includes shedding old skins 
of perception, especially. Perhaps 
this applies to your lifestyle and daily 
routine. The time has come to assert 
new commitments.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
A creative beat is weaving its way into 
your daily rhythm. Inspirations to make 
a few changes in your life may include 
purging the old and re-arranging things. 
Outer conditions have reached a stage 
of completion and something must give 
for the new to be introduced. Aim for a 
new state of harmony.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
Deep within and at the core of your 
being something is happening. A deep 
change is brewing. It may feel like you 
are pregnant, at least metaphorically 
and with the hope of giving birth to new 
possibilities. Yet there is work to do. 
Get ready because you are about to 
get going. Aim for a period of intense 
creativity with high productivity.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
You are determined to see things more 
deeply and even right through them, 
if you can. Theories, schemes, plots, 
attitudes, strategies and so on will 
undergo a thorough examination. What 
is true or valid and working, or not? You 
yearn to make a fresh start. You may 
feel a bit afraid of the unknown, but an 
unchanging status quo may even be 
scarier.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Financial interests, concerns, and 
considerations are on your mind. Making 
investments of some kind are instigating 
research and investigation. You are 
determined to get to the bottom of things 
and make big changes as necessary. 
Renovations and even major moves are 
distinct possibilities. You need a realistic 
plan.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
The time has come to take some key new 
initiatives. Choosing between a variety 
of inspiring possibilities is prompting 
a contemplative process. One way or 
another there will be a price, dues you 
must pay. Which will bring the highest 
yield and the least long-term expense or 
obligation is the main question to answer.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
Stepping back to reflect, rest and 
meditate upon things is the call now. 
Beyond what you think and believe you 
know, connecting with what you feel 
to be true is a priority. You still feel the 
urge to express your beliefs, hopes, 
and visions, especially those that reveal 
some of your core values and principles. 
The question is: how?
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Who has the power and/or resources 
that you want and need? Investigations 
to this end have begun. As old 
commitments steadily dissolve, you 
may feel as though you no longer know 
what you want or what is true. However, 
you do feel determined to take action in 
areas that you do feel certain about and 
you will.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Asserting a new level and quality of 
power in your life has begun. It may 
still be in the planning stages, but you 
are determined. Pushing for favors and 
earned rewards or to be seen, heard and 
heeded regarding issues will become 
increasingly important. Strategy and 
solidarity are keywords to support your 
cause.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
The time has come to expand your 
point of view, to see a bigger picture. 
The impetus to do so comes from a 
driving urge to break through existing 
s i tuat ions.  Outer  circumstances 
combined with inner inspirations to 
forge new possibilities are on your mind. 
Bring imagination and determination to 
the fore.

TIP OF THE WEEK
At this time when the veils are thin between dimensions the embodied and the 

disembodied, or what is usually referred to as dead, are invited to commune. When 
confronted with this great mystery and combined with morbidity associated with 
the frail physical body imaginations dive deep and soar high. Thus is the theme of 
Scorpio in the second decant, the 10 degrees of Scorpio overlaid with Pisces.

Of all the signs of the Zodiac, Pisces is the one which represents the veil 
between dimensions. The emphasis is upon altered perceptions, to see into the 
unusual and to bring forth imagination as means of adapting. Metamorphosis, 
transcendence, and ascension are keywords that belong to this mystical realm 
where purely empirical convictions cannot and dare not enter.
The New Moon in Scorpio on October 30th or what has come to be known as ‘Mat 
Night’, in some regions, and Devil’s Night in others, an informal intrusion inviting 
the expression of pranks and mischief on the eve of Halloween, or more offi cially, 
All Hallows’ Eve which, in turn, is traditionally meant to announce all All Hollows’ 
Day or what has also come to be known as All Souls Day, reveals a rather complex 
and mysterious little window in the year that is a direct refl ection of the weave of 
Scorpio and Pisces. 

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
....................................................................................................

BEEKEEPING

Bee health expert visits
Apiculturist 
discusses mite 
control

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

British Columbia’s pro-
vincial apiculturist Paul van 
Westendorp will be on Salt 
Spring on Thursday, Oct. 27 
for a presentation to Gulf 
Islands beekeepers on pos-
sible controls for varroa mite 
infestation.

As the head apiculturist 
under the Ministry of Agri-
culture’s Plant and Animal 
Health Branch, van West-
endorp receives inspection 
reports from bee inspectors 
in seven provincial districts. 
Inspectors for the Vancouver 
Island and Gulf Islands Bee 
District detected alarming 
rates of varroa mites in many 
colonies this year, which 
could cause colony collapse 
by winter for the worst cases. 

“This is not a new phe-
nomenon as our annual sur-
veys show that the Vancouver 
Island Bee District experi-
ences higher colony losses on 
an annual basis compared 
to other districts. I believe it 

is important to discuss the 
issue and offer strategies to 
reduce these losses,” van 
Westendorp explained. 

The varroa mite (Varroa 
destructor in Latin) is a para-
sitic insect that has synchro-
nized its life cycle to the hon-
eybees’ brood cycle. It weak-
ens victims both by feeding 
on hemolymph, a fl uid anal-
ogous to blood in vertebrates, 
and by passing on diseases 
the same way mosquitos do. 

“It’s a very complicated, 

dynamic process,” van Wes-
tendorp said. “It is compli-
cated by the introduction 
of viruses, which have an 
impact that hits completely 
separately from the varroa — 
so it’s a double whammy.”

In some cases the inspec-
tion reports showed such 
high mite levels that it’s pre-
dicted the bees in those colo-
nies will all die before Christ-
mas. Beekeepers will have to 
then repopulate if they wish 
to continue producing honey 
the following year — an 
expensive proposition.

“We want to get to the bot-
tom of this and discuss the 
situation to remedy it,” van 
Westendorp said, adding 
beekeepers will hopefully be 
more successful and better 
at their work keeping bees 
healthy with the information 
provided.

There are various meth-
ods for controlling var-
r o a  m i t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
c h e m i c a l ,  m e c h a n i c a l 
and behavioural strate-
g i e s .  B e e k e e p e r s  c a n 
learn what is most effec-
tive during the free talk, 
which is scheduled for 7 
p.m. at the library’s pro-
gram room. 

PHOTO COURTESY TREK MAGAZINE

Apiculturist Paul van West-
endorp.

Notice to the Public

Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory 
Committee Meeting

Wednesday, November 2, 2016
2:15 pm to 4:45 pm 
Harbour House Hotel - Crofton Room

Meetings are open to the public.
For more  information, please contact: 

 Harold Swierenga, Chair 
Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee 
Phone: 250-653-4950

or
 Darin Guenette, Public Affairs Manager 
BC Ferries 
1-877-978-2385 (toll free) or 
darin.guenette@bcferries.com
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A thought of 
sweet 

remembrance
from one 

who thinks 
of you.

LET’S
CELEBRATE!

Say Happy Birthday...Happy Anniversary...
Congratulations on your New Baby...you name it, 

we can celebrate it! 
$52.50 includes photo!!

FOR DETAILS 
250.537.9933

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

Donald Richard 
Harrison

Nov 17, 1941-Oct 14, 2016

It is with deep sadness that 
we announce the passing of Don 
(Donnie). He leaves behind his 
wife Anna, daughters Denise (Ray) 
and Jodie (Marcel) Sisters Francis 
(Ed), Victoria (Bob) nephew 
Robert (son of late brother 

George), 22 (great) nieces/nephews.
In the last 5 years as he battled illness with strength 

and determination he continued to bring laughter to 
the many who knew and loved him.

Don had spent many wonderful years and had 
fond memories of his involvement with Salt Spring 
Islands Rotary Club, Lions Club, Rod and Gun Club 
and as a Fire Department Trustee.  He had spent 55+ 
years working as a butcher carrying on a long family 
tradition in the meat industry.

His love of the outdoors took him on many 
adventures; hunting and fi shing being a past times he 
very much enjoyed.

Don requested no service but we ask you to take a 
moment on November 17, his 75th birthday, to join 
us at 7:30pm wherever you are in raising a glass in his 
honour.

In lieu of fl owers a donation to the Salvation Army 
Buchanan Lodge http://www.buchanan-lodge.com/ or 
Kidney foundation would be appreciated.  Please share 
your fond memories with his family at http://www.
fi rstmemorialfuneral.com/.  

.,

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hospice Ad

COMING EVENTS

FAB.FLEAMARKET

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE! 
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210-
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. 
NO Risk Program STOP    
Mortgage and Maintenance   
Payments Today. 100%    
Money Back Guarantee. 
FREE Consultation. Call Now. 
We Can Help! 1-888-356-5248

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BREAST CANCER VENDING MA-
CHINES BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITY. Brand New Launching  
across Canada. Exceptionally High 
Cash Income with Rewarding Life-
style. Financing Available. Full De-
tails CALL NOW 1-866-668-6629 
Website www.vendingforhope.com

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Do 
you or someone you know suffer 
from a disability? Get up to $40,000 
from the Canadian Government. 
Toll-free 1-888-511-2250 or
www.canadabenefit.ca/free-
assessment

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

Do you have a DISABILITY? 
Physical or mental. We can 
help you get up to $40,000 
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. FOR DETAILS check 
out our website: disability-
groupcanada.com or CALL us 
todayToll-Free1-888-875-4787.

JOIN OUR TEAM at Painted 
Boat Resort on the Sunshine 
Coast ! We have positions 
available now with the Front 
Desk, Housekeeping and the 
Spa. Please contact Adam 
Paling at manager@painted-
boat.com with your resume 
and cover letter. www.painted-
boat.com

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.Visit: Career-
Step.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

START A NEW CAREER in 
Graphic Arts, Healthcare, 
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a 
GED, Call:  855-670-9765

VOLUNTEERS

BUDDHIST RETREAT 
SUPPORT STAFF 

MEMBER
We have an opening for a 
Retreat Support Staff at 
KDOL (Clear Light Park)  
Retreat Centre, on Salt 
Spring Island, B.C. This var-
ied and fulfi lling position will 
suit a Buddhist practitioner 
with a valid B.C. Driver’s     
license. Duties include (but 
not limited to): general main-
tenance, cleaning, cooking 
and grocery shopping. 
We offer Room and Board 
(equivalent to $925/mo), and 
an opportunity to dedicate 
time to develop your practice 
in a beautiful and inspiring 
setting. 
For more info, or to apply 
for this position, please 

email us at: 
info@kkc-kdol.org 

(please include your dharma 
practice history and work 

related experience).

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES 

DENIED Canada Pension Plan 
disability benefi ts? Under 65 and 
want to apply for CPP disability 
benefi ts? Disability Claims Advoca-
cy Clinic can help. Call 1-877-793-
3222  www.dcac.ca

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

FREE - 24ft. Cabin Cruiser, 
not running, body sound, must 
be moved.  Call 250 537-1650

FUEL/FIREWOOD

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails
250-653-4165

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Foam & Futons

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Humboldt County Nevada. 80 
acre parcels only $ 200/acre! 
Great for investment, farm & 
recreational use.
Limited availability! Call Earl 
949-632-7066. 
wwwcheapruralproperty.com

RENTALS

RENTALS

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

MID ISLAND STORAGE

DEATHS DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

COMING EVENTSINFORMATION

Looking for 
Mary Lynn Hopkins

formerly of
19690 49th Ave, Langley,

in connection with
a bequest under a Will.
Contact lawyer barbara 

fi ndlay QC at 604-251-4356 or 
bjf@barbarafi ndlay.com by 

November 30, 2016

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Chief Operating Offi cer
Reporting to the Chief      
Executive Offi cer, the COO 
will manage and supervise 
the activities of the Finance,  
Human Resources and    
Administration divisions for 
inclusion Powell River and 
its subsidiary organizations.

For full details email: 
ltipton@pracl.ca

or visit our careers page:
www.inclusionpr.ca

Application deadline is 
October 31, 2016 at 4:00 pm

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 18

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!
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NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee 
will hold a community information meeting and public hearing within a Special 
Local Trust Committee Business Meeting on the following proposed bylaws:   

•	 Proposed	Bylaw	No.	203	–	Cited	as	“North	Pender	Island	Official	
Community Plan 
Bylaw	No.	171,	2007,	Amendment	No.	2,	2016”;	and

•	 Proposed	Bylaw	No.	204	–	Cited	as	“North	Pender	Island	Land	Use	
Bylaw	103,	1996,	Amendment	No.	2,	2016.”

for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local 
Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw at 9:30 
am, Saturday, November 5, 2016, at the North Pender Island Legion, 1344 
McKinnon Road, Pender Island, BC.

At	the	public	hearing,	all	persons	who	believe	that	their	interest	in	property	is	
affected by the proposed bylaws shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity 
to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained 
in	the	proposed	bylaws.

Proposed Bylaw No. 203 – “North Pender Island Official Community Plan 
Bylaw No. 171, 2007, Amendment No. 2, 2016:”  

In	general	terms,	the	purpose	of	Proposed	Bylaw	No.	203	is	to	amend	the	North	
Pender	Island	Official	Community	Plan	Bylaw	171	to	enable	short	term	vacation	
rentals as accessory uses in Residential zones and to adopt guidelines for 
short	term	vacation	rentals	to	be	permitted	by	Temporary	Use	Permits.	

Proposed Bylaw No. 204 – “North Pender Island Land Use Bylaw 103, 1996, 
Amendment No. 2, 2016:”

In	general	 terms,	 the	purpose	of	Bylaw	204	 is	 to	amend	the	North	Pender	
Island	 Land	 Use	 Bylaw	 103	 to	 permit	 short	 term	 vacation	 rentals	 as	 an	
accessory	use	 in	 residential	 zones,	under	 the	home	business	regulations.	
This approach requires an owner or operator of the home business to reside 
on	the	property	where	the	short	term	vacation	rental	takes	place.	

A	 copy	 of	 the	 proposed	 bylaws	 and	 any	 background	 material	 that	 may	
be considered by the Local Trust Committee in respect of the proposed 
bylaws	may	be	inspected	at	the	Islands	Trust	Office,	#200	-	1627	Fort	Street,	
Victoria,	B.C.	between	the	hours	of	8:30	a.m.	and	4:30	p.m.,	Monday	to	Friday,	
inclusive,	excluding	statutory	holidays,	commencing October 19, 2016 and 
up to and including November 4, 2016.

For	 the	 convenience	 of	 the	 public	 only,	 and	 not	 to	 satisfy	 Section	 892(2)	
(e)	of	the	Local Government Act,	additional	copies	of	the	proposed	bylaws	
may	be	 inspected	at	various	Notice	Boards	on	North	Pender	 Island,	B.C.,	
commencing October 19, 2016.		The	proposed	bylaws	can	also	be	viewed	on	
the internet at www.isandstrust.bc.ca/npender/housing.	

Written submissions may be delivered to:
1.	 The	office	of	the	Islands	Trust	by	mail	at	#200	-	1627	Fort	Street,	Victoria,	

B.C.	V8R	1H8,	by	Fax	(250)	405-5155	prior	to	4:30 p.m., November 4, 2016
2.	 By	email	to	vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca.
3.	 After	4:30 p.m., November 4, 2016,	to	the	Local	Trust	Committee	at	the	

Community	Information	Meeting	&	Public	Hearing	at	9:30 am, Saturday, 
November 5, 2016.

The public is encouraged to send any electronic response to vicphsub@
islandstrust.bc.ca.	The	Islands	Trust	does	not	guarantee	that	any	email	sub-
mission	will	be	received	by	the	North	Pender	Island	Local	Trust	Committee.	
Reasonable	efforts	will	be	made	 to	provide	email	submissions,	 if	 they	are	
opened	and	received,	to	the	North	Pender	Island	Local	Trust	Committee	for	
consideration,	but	the	public	should	not	rely	on	email	as	a	means	of	provid-
ing	a	written	submission.	

Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for 
public	review.

Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands 
Trust	Office,	Justine	Starke,	Island	Planner,	at	(250)	405-5189	or,	for	Toll	Free	
access,	request	a	transfer	via	Enquiry	BC:		In	Vancouver	(604)	660-2421	and	
elsewhere	in	BC	1-800-663-7867.

NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE NORTH PENDER 
ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
PUBLIC HEARING.

Sharon	Lloyd-deRosario,	Deputy	Secretary

ISLANDS TRUST
NORTH PENDER ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

RUNNING

Trail runners best Burgoyne Bay 

Sneakers club preps for 
winter season

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

More than 200 trail runners con-
verged at Burgoyne Bay Provincial 
Park Saturday morning as part of 
the Vancouver Island Trail Running 
Series’ grand fi nale event.

“The race went off without 
a hitch,” said Myke LaBelle, race 
coordinator.

Mike Haponiuk took first place 
overall in the 17-kilometre-long 
course with a time of 1:28:41.2. 
He finished ahead of Jonathan 
Behnke (1:33:33.4) and Geoff Large 
(1:39:24.6).

Holland Gidney, 38, was the fi rst 
woman to cross the fi nish line. She 
placed eighth overall with a time of 
1:49:12.3.

The tortuous trail run sees run-
ners climb from sea level to the 
summit of Mount Maxwell before 
descending along the twisting for-
ested trails along the mountain’s 
north east fl ank. Runners then take 
on the equally daunting Mt. Sul-
livan before returning to the start/
fi nish area.

Shelby Drope completed the 
8.5-kilometre course, which omits 

the trip up Mount Sullivan, in fi rst 
place with a time of 1:00:10.4. Mat-
thew Winkler (1:08:52.1) and Tyler 
Leach (1:10:37.2) rounded out the 
top three spots.

Patricia Roney fi nished the race 
in fourth spot and topped the race’s 
female competitors with a time of 
1:11:38.6.

Following several years as a mod-
est locally organized run, 2016  
marks the Burgoyne event’s offi cial 
inaugural affi liation with the VITRS.

LaBelle, who manages the six-
race series, said the Burgoyne event 
was extremely popular and sold out 
at least a month ahead of time. He 
said success of the race and post-
race spaghetti dinner and dance 
party at Fulford Hall bode well for 
years to come.

“We’re already planning for next 
year,” he said. “Without a doubt, it’s 
going to happen again.”

LaBelle thanked local helpers 
such as Gus Oliveira, Peter Oro and 
Dave Melanson for their help at the 
event. 

He said many competitors said 
they appreciated the race’s sense 
of wildness and the opening cer-
emony held by First Nations repre-
sentatives near the newly installed 
welcome poles on the Burgoyne 
Bay shoreline.

“Participants thought it was real-
ly neat to connect with the land’s 
stewards and First Nations,” LaBelle 
said. “People loved that feeling of 
being welcomed to the land.”

Gordon caps summer 
season with PB

Salt Spring Sneakers mentor and 
informal coach Susan Gordon con-
cluded the club’s summer road-rac-
ing season in fine form Saturday, 
completing the 10-kilometre James 
Cunningham Seawall Race in Van-
couver with a time of 42:37. Gordon 
finished second in her age group, 
11th among the event’s 2,023 female 
competitors and 53rd overall. 

This week also saw Athletics Can-
ada confi rm the fi rst-place national 
age-group ranking for Eric Ellis’ 
1:46:21 half-marathon performance 
at the Victoria Goodlife Fitness race 
on the Thanksgiving long weekend.

The Sneakers will shift to begin 
preparations for the start of the Van-
couver Island Runners Association’s 
eight-event winter race series, which 
starts on  Jan. 8.  Before that, howev-
er, watch out for the Sneakers’ annu-
al Halloween Run and Social, where 
team members don costumes and 
race frantically around Ganges 
while distributing candy and vis-
iting local businesses.

DO YOU HAVE SPORTS NEWS TO SHARE 
WITH DRIFTWOOD READERS? 

SEND YOUR REPORTS AND STORY TIPS TO 

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com! 

DISC GOLF

Halloween disc fun announced
All ages welcome to Mouat Park disc 
golf course

Salt Spring’s disc golf community is inviting everyone 
to enjoy an afternoon of Halloween-themed disc golf-
ing fun this Saturday, Oct. 29 from noon to 2 p.m.

Hart Memorial Disc Golf Course will host a special 
tournament for players of all ages. 

“Partner up with your favourite youngster for an 
alternate shot doubles game, and introduce a new play-
er to the sport of disc golfi ng, or take an experienced 
amateur out for a unique event,” urges group member 
Ben Corno.

Teams will play an 18-hole round, alternating their 

shots and competing against other partners in their age 
range. Longer tee pads will be designated as pro throws, 
and shorter holes will be thrown by the youngsters.

Entrance will cost each team $5, and one new or used 
disc donation. Disc donations will be distributed back 
to the entrants in reverse order of winning so the team 
fi nishing last will have fi rst choice of discs.

Everyone in the tournament will be entered into a 
draw to win a new practice basket, donated by Heav-
enly Roots vegetable farm. All entrants are encouraged 
to dress up for this Halloween tourney, and costume 
contest prizes will be awarded to the best youth cos-
tume, best grown-up costume and best team costume.

Age divisions available for entry are eight years and 
under, nine to 12 years and 13-plus years.

PHOTO COURTESY SALT SPRING SNEAKERS

The Salt Spring Sneakers running club dressed up for their annual Halloween Run and Social in 2015. Group 
members plan to repeat the fun this Halloween. 


