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June specials.
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CALL NOW

35 years experience

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

BEDDIS 
ROAD 

GARAGE
Repairs to all 

makes & models
181A BEDDIS ROAD
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A lower-than-average income, limited hous-
ing stock and low vacancy rates give Salt 
Spring the unenviable claim of having the 
most dire housing problems in the Capital 
Regional District.

According to figures collected during a 
24-hour period on Feb. 10, 83 people were 
experiencing homelessness on Salt Spring 
Island. The figure represents about one in 127 
island residents and is nearly three times the 
32 people recorded in a 2007 count. 

The homeless rate on Salt Spring is almost 
twice as high as Victoria’s, where a similar 
exercise pegged the rate at one in 250 people.

The Salt Spring Island 2016 Point-in-Time 
Count Community Report considers the sta-
tistics indicative of “a growing problem of 
alarming proportions.”

Jordan Lessick undertook the homeless 
count as part of the Salt Spring Community 
Services Society’s Housing First project. He 
suspects Salt Spring’s relatively safe environ-
ment makes it an attractive alternative to liv-
ing without a home in Victoria or the Lower 
Mainland.

“For people who don’t want the harshness of 
the big city, Salt Spring is an escape,” he said.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

DID IT!: Amy Villadsen raises her arm in triumph after receiving her diploma during the GISS 
graduation ceremony at the school on Saturday afternoon. Villadsen was one of 103 students in 
the class of 2016. See page 11 and the Driftwood’s Facebook page for more photos. 

Homeless
numbers
on the rise
Community Services report
illuminates depth of local
housing crisis

Robocalls
probe 
urged by
MP May
Saanich-Gulf Islands 
issues of 2008 still 
unresolved

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Saanich-Gulf  Islands MP 
Elizabeth May has called upon 
Elections Canada and the 
RCMP to re-open the investiga-
tion of possible criminal viola-
tions during the 2008 election.

“It is alarming to me and to 
many of my constituents that 
voter fraud may have been 
committed in our riding and no 
one has been caught. I am sure 
we agree that the integrity of 
our elections must be beyond 
reproach,” May wrote in her 
letter to Elections Canada CEO 
Marc Mayrand, RCMP Com-
missioner Bob Paulson, Com-
missioner of Canada Elections 
Yves Coté and Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions Brian Sanders. 

Salt Spring resident Briony 
Penn, the federal Liberal can-
didate in 2008, has long said 
voter suppression took place 
when NDP supporters received 
automated calls asking them 
to vote for Julian West after he 
had withdrawn from the race. 
West had withdrawn too late to 
have his name removed from 
the ballot.

ELECTION FRAUD HOUSING 

HOUSING  continued on 5
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Non-compliant beach house returns to bylaw enforcement
Archeology 
Branch to consider 
deconstruction 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A non-compliant beach 
house case has been sent back 
to Islands Trust bylaw enforce-
ment after Salt Spring’s Local 
Trust Committee refused to 
approve a development vari-
ance permit submitted after 
the fact.

Committee members heard 
from planning staff during 
Thursday’s business meeting 
that an accessory building and 
deck north of Fernwood Dock 

on North Beach Road violat-
ed regulations in six different 
areas, and was constructed 
without a DVP application or 
other government approvals 
despite the fact the owners 
appeared to know these were 
required.

“Frankly, I’d be delinquent 
in my duty if I agreed to issue 
a permit for a structure that so 
egregiously violates our regu-
lations and guidelines,” said 
trustee George Grams.

Applicants Dan and Leah 
Lee’s waterfront property 
is divided by North Beach 
Road, with their beach house 
located on a 258-square-
metre sliver of land between 
the road and the shoreline. 

According to a staff report by 
planner Seth Wright, the Lees 
had contacted Islands Trust 
planning staff in 2001 to dis-
cuss the possibility of con-
structing a boathouse on the 
waterfront portion but never 
followed up with a develop-
ment permit application.

Scott Simmons, a neigh-
bour who lives down the 
road, identified himself as 
the enforcement complain-
ant during the meeting’s 
town hall session. He said the 
majority of the construction 
took place between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Eve in 
2014.

“I do think it’s the wrong 
approach for our foreshore on 
Salt Spring,” Simmons said. 
“The thing is, if we all did that, 
it would be a tragedy for the 
island.”

Wright noted the setback 
guideline for construction 
of a boathouse is 15 metres 
from the natural boundary 
of the sea, but the building in 

question is only 50 centime-
tres from the boundary and 
it appears to be used more 
for recreation than for storing 
boats. 

The building’s footprint 
exists within an area of 
known archeological signifi-
cance. Wright’s report notes 
BC’s Archeological Branch 
has indicated the own-
ers “must pursue a heritage 
assessment and inspection 
to first evaluate impacts that 
development has had to date 
and subsequently receive an 
alteration permit prior to any 
further impacts, including 
the possible removal of illegal 
structures.” 

Construction also includ-

ed excavation work and the 
deposit of “rip rap” on a stretch 
of shoreline that has one of 
the island’s healthiest expans-
es of eelgrass and clam beds, 
Wright said.

The Lees had requested the 
LTC postpone the matter until 
the next meeting, but the com-
mittee decided to discuss it as 
scheduled. A linked develop-
ment permit application was 
nullified by the DVP denial.

Wright said a new devel-
opment permit could be 
required if the beach house 
or its deck need to be decon-
structed.

“It certainly doesn’t make it 
end or go away,” he said of 
the permit denial.

Duffy trial prompts letters
Recent testimony 

from Senator Mike 
Duffy supports the 
claim that votes were 

split between the NDP and the Liberals as a 
result, handing the election to Conservative 
incumbent Gary Lunn (although without his 
knowledge).

“I think there were grounds for re-opening 
the investigation before, based on the find-
ings of two court cases. Something funny 
was going on,” May said during a call from 
the House of Commons on Tuesday. She 
added she never believed Lunn was person-
ally responsible.

“We can’t put any trust in the words of 
Mike Duffy, but the robocalls in 2008 clearly 
benefitted the Conservative party.”

Complaints of election fraud were made by 
the Liberal party, the NDP and the Dogwood 
Initiative in 2008, but the RCMP did not agree 
that criminal charges should be pursued, 
while Elections Canada concluded an inves-
tigation in 2009 without laying any charges.

May said two facts arising from Duffy’s trial 
for fraud, bribery and breach of trust suggest 
the case should be re-opened. One is that 
presiding judge Charles Vaillancourt found in 
his ruling that Duffy was a credible witness. 

The other is that Duffy’s testimony related to 
the election was accepted by the prosecutors 
without any questions or re-examination.

“I think that’s enough for investigators to go 
back and look at what happened in Saanich-
Gulf Islands in 2008,” May said.

May said Penn could be right in her belief 
the riding was used as a testing ground for the 
far-wider use of robocalls as voter suppres-
sion was reported during the 2011 election, 
and one Conservative party staff member was 
convicted. 

May previously called for a public inquiry 
into the Saanich-Gulf Islands scandal in 2012.

In other news, May will have an opportunity 
to help Canada improve its democratic func-
tioning as a member of a multi-party commit-
tee on electoral reform.

The committee was officially created in 
Parliament on Tuesday. Legally the members 
must be named and the first meeting sched-
uled within 10 days of creation. A report to 
government with recommendations for trans-
forming the system will be due on Dec. 1. 

May said she will campaign to have public 
input transmitted to the committee by mul-
tiple means.

“I want to make it as inclusive as possible so 
we get the best ideas,” she said.

roBoCAllS 
continued from 1
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Holman opposes Steelhead LNG
MLA launches online 
survey for constituents

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Saanich North and the Islands NDP 
MLA Gary Holman has made an offi-
cial statement against the proposed 
Malahat LNG project in the Saanich 
Inlet.

Vancouver-based resource company 
Steelhead LNG and the Malahat First 
Nation have partnered on the project 
that, if approved, would create floating 
liquefaction production facilities on the 
Bamberton Industrial Lands. 

Holman added his voice to the oppo-
sition after attending a day of work-
shops focussing on protecting the Sal-
ish Sea that was hosted by the Tsartlip 
First Nation on May 29.

“I have met a number of times with 
Steelhead LNG personnel and have 

attended presentations both pro and 
con in order to understand the impli-
cations of the project,” Holman said 
in his statement. “I have serious con-
cerns about the safety and environ-
mental impacts of the project, and have 
expressed these concerns to company 
representatives, local governments and 
the public.” 

“However, the bottom line for me is 
that if the Saanich Peninsula (Wsanec) 
First Nations, whose Douglas Treaty 
rights have already been recognized by 
the courts in other matters, do not sup-
port Steelhead’s Malahat LNG proposal, 
then I cannot and will not support it,” 
Holman said.

A short survey has been posted at 
http://garyholman.ca/in-the-commu-
nity/steelhead-lng-survey/ for people 
to register their opinion about the pro-
posal. 

Saanich’s Tsawout, Pauquachin, 
Tseycum and Tsartlip First Nations 

oppose the Malahat project, which 
would include an underwater pipeline, 
as a threat to their traditional way of life.

Holman said the NDP supports 
natural resource development when 
it is done in a responsible manner, 
including protecting the air and water, 
creating employment options for Brit-
ish Columbians and involving First 
Nations as true partners. His state-
ment follows elected officials’ opposi-
tion to the Petronas project proposed 
for Prince Rupert’s Lelu Island, which 
was signed by northern coast NDP 
MLAs Jennifer Rice, Doug Donald-
son and Robin Austin, and NDP MP 
Nathan Cullen in January.

Steelhead LNG has said environ-
mental protection will be a priority of 
the project. The B.C. Ministry of Natural 
Gas Development has also said rigor-
ous environmental reviews and per-
mitting processes would be required in 
order for the project to proceed.

Photo BY GAiL SJUBErG 

dITCHEd: Salt Spring Fire-rescue personnel attend to the 
driver of a commercial van that went off Beaver Point road on 
thursday afternoon.

“The thing is, if we 
all did that, it would 
be a tragedy for the 
island.” 
SCOTT SIMMONS
North Beach Road resident
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
a taste of Salt Spring culinary showcase 
Sunday, JUNE 12  
ArtSpring, 4 to 6 p.m. 

SEASIDE AT MOUAT’S #1-104 FULFORD-GANGES RD., SALT SPRING ISLAND V8K 2S3
250.538.8679  |  1.800.668.6131  |  info@pegasusgallery.ca  |  pegasusgallery.ca

Inuit Art
EXHIBITION & SALE

On now until June 26
ART & ARTEFACTS from 19th C. to 21st C.

Contemporary Canadian Art  |  Historical Canadian Art  |  Native Artwork  |  Insurance Appraisals
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HEaltH CarE

NDP health critic seeks info on rural maternal health
Midwifery funding model 
favours urban centres

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Better funding for midwives and special-
ist nurse practitioners could help remedy 
inequitable maternal care service in rural 
areas, according to some of the findings of 
an information-seeking tour by provincial 
NDP health critic Jennifer Rice.

Rice visited Salt Spring as part of her 
Maternal Matters tour on May 30, meet-
ing with local midwife Maggie Ramsey and 
Lady Minto Hospital’s manager Bill Relph 
and head nurse Jo Twaites. She also met 
with the public over coffee at Cafe Talia 
and spoke to Stefan Grzybowski, who is co-
director of the University of British Colum-
bia’s Centre for Rural Health Research along 
with his partner Jude Kornelson.

“On this tour I’ve been to all kinds of small 
towns, and one of the common themes is 
they’d like to have midwives and don’t,” 
Rice said. “And some northern communi-
ties don’t even know what midwives do.”

Out of 200 midwives registered in the 
province, 70 per cent practice in urban cen-
tres, mainly Vancouver and Victoria. Rice 
notes research has shown that from the 

prenatal stage to birth, health outcomes for 
mother and child improve the less travel-
ling they do to access service.  

In communities that can’t offer a Cae-
sarian section back-up at their hospital, 
or where known complications mean a 
risky birth, expectant mothers are moved to 
larger centres. In Rice’s North Coast riding, 
for example, midwifery service is available 
on Haida Gwaii, but if complications arise, 
women must move to Prince Rupert or 
another city to wait for the birth, at their 
own cost. In other communities Rice has 
visited, expectant mothers might need to 
travel anywhere up to four hours just to get 
to a community with a hospital.

“One of the things I’ve learned that I find 
interesting is that we’ve centralized health 
care, we’ve specialized, and we go to larger 
centres,” Rice said. “But I think there has to 
be a happy medium with some of the more 
holistic types of care.”

Expanding midwifery service is one 
strategy toward improving rural maternal 
health, but the funding model, which is 
based on trimesters, is a major obstacle, 
Rice has heard. Despite care being deliv-
ered throughout and after the patient’s 
pregnancy, the majority of the payment is 
awarded to the midwife who delivers the 
child. 

That means a local midwife who has 
devoted months of service but sees her cli-
ent transferred to an urban centre for the 
birth isn’t adequately compensated for her 
time. Midwives have suggested a case-load 

model of compensation would be fairer and 
would help with recruiting to rural areas; 
an agreement between the Midwives Asso-
ciation of BC and the Ministry of Health that 
was ratified in November 2014 promises the 
ministry will develop “new fee items and 
alternative payments to advance collab-
orative care with other health professionals” 
and “new fee items to support an expanded 
scope of practice for midwives.”

A suggestion from other health profes-
sionals to improve maternal health in rural 
areas is that nurse practitioners who special-
ize in maternal care could be put to good 
effect, if funding could be secured, and that 
community clinics could play a role.

Saanich North and the Islands MLA Gary 
Holman, who hosted Rice during her visit, 
said that delivering local care to the people 
who cost the most in terms of government 
spending makes sound economic sense. 
With the NDP gearing up for the next pro-
vincial election, some of the tour’s findings 
could help inform upcoming platform deci-
sions.

“I certainly think we have such an urban-
centric lens when we make policy in B.C. — 
not just in maternal health,” Rice said. “I’m 
really excited to see the creative, innova-
tive things we’re already doing by necessity 
implemented as policy.”

MarInE EnVIronMEnt

LTC to review Sansum Narrows development guidelines
Development permit 
for dock construction 
considered

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Commit-
tee has decided it cannot meet a 
Cowichan Tribes request to issue 
a moratorium on private docks 
built into Sansum Narrows, but has 
instead directed planning staff to 
look into how environmental pro-
tections could be strengthened in 
the area.

LTC members approved a draft 
letter from chair Peter Luckham 
to the Cowichan Tribes during 

Thursday’s business meeting that 
applauds First Nations’ attempts to 
protect the area. While the LTC did 
not endorse a plan to have Sansum 
Narrows declared a Designated Use 
Area, the committee discussed pro-
tective means within the local land 
use bylaw and the official commu-
nity plan.

“I think myself and the LTC in 
general are supportive of wishes to 
protect the marine environment, as 
the Cowichan Tribes are,” Luckham 
said. 

Cowichan Tribes’ aim of creating 
a Designated Use Area and thereby 
limiting dock construction in the 
narrows is motivated by the desire to 
protect traditional seafood harvest-
ing grounds. They say the dedica-

tion of the new Stoney Hill Road on 
Vancouver Island has created access 
to waterfront lots and opened up 
new pressures from property own-
ers to build docks there. Shellfish 
harvesting closure is a potential con-
sequence they would like to avoid.

“The fact that the entirety of Maple 
Bay and Cowichan Bay are closed for 
shellfish harvesting is an example of 
how a collection of docks and marine 
uses have an overall impact on Fish-
eries and Oceans Canada’s valua-
tion of a beach, and potential risks 
of eating shellfish from a given beach 
depends on the risk caused by uses 
in the area around it,” a letter from 
Cowichan Tribes to the LTC states. 
“The important take-away message 
is ‘more boats, more risk.’” 

There are currently about a dozen 
Salt Spring properties that might 
be affected by restrictions on San-
sum Narrows, where current zon-
ing permits private docks. In addi-
tion, Development Area 3 guidelines 
exempt construction of new docks 
under 35 square metres from a devel-
opment permit requirement as long 
as they do not shade eelgrass or cover 
clam beds. 

Speaking at Thursday’s meeting, 
planner Jason Youmans said clam 
bed information in Salt Spring’s OCP 
map appears up to date, correspond-
ing almost perfectly with the best 
known resource on the topic, which 
is the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans’ Clam Atlas.

Instead of imposing a dock mor-

atorium, LTC members discussed 
whether striking the development 
permit exemption for docks for the 
entire island would be a good idea. 
Trustee George Grams said that plan 
would be “rather like using a hammer 
to crack a nut” and suggested looking 
at ways to improve protection just on 
the Sansum Narrows side.

While the area in question lies 
between Bold Bluff and Musgrave 
Landing and is currently hard to 
reach, Youmans noted there is poten-
tial for a greater proliferation of sub-
divisions in the future, especially if 
access is improved.

Staff were directed to add a report 
on various options to their projects 
list, and Cowichan Tribes will be 
apprised of the development.

photo bY ElizAbEth NolAN

Saanich North and the islands MlA Gary 
holman and North Coast MlA Jennifer Rice 
get ready to meet members of the public 
at Cafe talia as part of the Maternal Matters 
tour of rural communities.  
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 Check out the EMBC website for the 3 stages of evacuation @  
http://www.embc.gov.bc.ca/em/floods/evacuation.html

Practice 
evacuating!

Salt Spring Island has a neighbourhood program called POD which 
connects neighbours to neighbours specificEvacuation notices 
issued by the local authority during a major event (i.e. interface 
fire) can ask you to leave your home quickly.  Practice moving 
your family and pets to safety.  Include all Grab ‘n Go bags with 
personal belongings for at least 72 hours, electronics, valuables, 
etc.  Time yourselves so you are prepared to leave 
your residence and your neighbourhood in a 
moments notice.  50 leaders.  If you would 
like to be a part of the POD program or find 
out more information please contact Laurel 
Hanley at ssidepc@crd.bc.ca or leave a 
message at 250 537-1220.

PolITICS

Electoral reform is ‘civil rights issue’: MLA Holman
Federal and provincial 
changes required

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

About 30 people met at the Salt 
Spring Public Library’s program 

room on a recent Saturday eve-
ning to discuss what event orga-
nizers believe may well be the 
single-biggest threat to Canadian 
democracy.

“Electoral reform is probably, 
in my lifetime, the most impor-
tant thing I’ve ever seen in poli-

CoMMuNITY ACTIoN

March against violence planned
Take Back the Night event set 
for Friday

By ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders wishing to take a stand 
against a culture of violence against 
women are taking their cause to the 
streets this Friday with a Take Back the 
Night rally and march.

The June 10 event called Smoke on the 
Water speaks in part to the vulnerability 
of Salt Spring’s live-aboard community 
following a recent assault report made by 
a woman living on a boat, but violence 
can and does happen in private and pub-
lic areas alike. Friday’s agenda will there-
fore start with a rally outside the Salt 
Spring Public Library at 5 p.m. and then 
see supporters take their message on a 
march through town to the Moby’s Pub 
area for a lantern vigil, and then back to 
Centennial Park.

“I think having the march is a way to 
display how many people are affected by 
the violence and how many people care 
about it,” said organizer Jc Bitonti, who 
is a frontline worker at the Salt Spring 
Transition House.

During the first part of the event, 
women and community members who 
have been impacted by and survived 
acts of assault, brutality or coercion are 

invited to share stories, songs and poetry. 
Bitonti said one of the aims of the grass-
roots effort is for victims to reclaim their 
voices.

“It’s important to keep the gaze on how 
many women are silenced by violence,” 
Bitonti said.

At the same time, there is a need to 
raise community awareness about an 
issue that many have quietly faced.

“It’s tough to talk about and even 
engage people with, I find. It’s intimidat-
ing because there is a kind of facade,” 
Bitonti said. “If it’s not in one’s direct 
experience it’s hard to give energy to how 
real the violence is. Even if it is a nice 
place to live, there’s still a culture of vio-
lence that we live in.”

Once the marchers return to Centenni-
al Park, there will be a ceremonial cleans-
ing of the harbour, with participants 
invited to go out in rowboats, kayaks 
and canoes. Music with Gaia Soul Sisters, 
dancing, a sharing circle and a picnic will 
cap off the evening.

The event is open to all victims and 
allies. 

“I think inclusion is really the best 
way to allow for conversation and com-
munity, which are the real key pieces to 
change,” Bitonti said.

Anyone who would like to contribute a 
poem or add their voice to the event can 
contact Bitonti at jcbitonti@gmail.com.

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING DATE AND
LOCATION CHANGE

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee meets to consider various matters of 
general business such as applications received and planning programs.

The regular business meeting that was scheduled for Thursday, June 23, 2016 is now 
rescheduled for Wednesday, June 29, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.   Please also note the change of 
venue from the Lions Club, Hart Bradley Hall to the Gulf Island Secondary School Multi-
Purpose Room, 232 Rainbow Road.

Regular meetings are scheduled for:

The proposed meeting agenda is usually available one week prior to the meeting and may be 
obtained at the Islands Trust office or on our website.

Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Contact us at 250-537-9144 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

 Wednesday June 29 9:30 AM    Gulf Islands Secondary School, Multi-Purpose
                                                                                                                    Room, 232 Rainbow Road________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday July 14 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday  August 11  9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday September 1 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Friday  September 23  9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday October 13 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday  November 3  9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday December 1 9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue ________________________________________________________________________________
 Thursday  December 22 9:30 AM  Hart Bradley Hall, Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Avenue

Date                       time                              Location

tics,” said Bob MacKie, vice pres-
ident of Voting BC and interim 
president of the Green Party of 
Canada.

MacKie organized the May 28 
event, the second such meet-
ing in as many months, to help 
spread awareness of the federal 
government’s plan to redefine 
how politicians get elected.

In the lead-up to last year’s 
election, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau stated the 2015 contest 
would be the last election decid-
ed under the first-past-the-post 
electoral system. Democratic 
Reform Minister Maryam Mon-
sef announced creation of an 
all-party committee to consider 
reforms in early May. The com-
mittee’s membership has not 
been named, but its recommen-
dations are expected by Decem-
ber following consultation with 
Canadians.

MacKie supports electoral 
reform because he believes the 
current system is unfair and 
undemocratic. He told the crowd 
that a system where a majority 
government can be elected with 
fewer than 50 per cent of the 
vote fails to accurately represent 
the will of most Canadians. The 
consequences, he said, are voter 
apathy, lower political engage-
ment and less diversity in poli-
tics.

Last year’s federal election, for 
example, saw the Liberals form 
a majority government in  Otta-
wa despite only getting about 
40 per cent of the popular vote. 
Stephen Harper’s Conservatives 
won a majority of seats in the 
2011 election with a popular vote 
of 39.6 per cent.

A shift toward 
an electoral sys-
tem based on 
p r o p o r t i o n a l 
representation 
would mean the 
number of MPs 
w o u l d  a l i g n 
m o re  c l o s e l y 
with the popu-
lar vote.

“We could really make a differ-
ence by changing our system,” 
he said. “It’s really a civil rights 
issue; it’s a civil right to be rep-
resented.”

Saturday’s guest speaker, MLA 
Gary Holman, is the BCNDP’s 
official opposition spokesperson 
for democratic reform. He said 
an NDP victory in the 2017 pro-
vincial election would re-open 
debate about changing B.C.’s 
electoral system. 

“[Electoral reform] would make 
the legislature a place where you 
would actually have to cooper-
ate,” he said.

Holman said regulations 

regarding party financing and 
campaign spending are also 
urgently needed. 

“At the provincial level, big 
money in politics is a very serious 
issue,” he said.

There are currently no limits on 
how much groups like corpora-
tions and unions can donate to 
political parties in British Colum-
bia. Such donations are prohib-
ited or limited at the federal level 
and in some Canadian provinces. 

“It applies to us. It applies to 
anybody,” Holman told the audi-
ence. “I’m try not to speak from 
some high moral ground. [The 
NDP] is playing by the rules as 
they stand now and we’re not 
going to unilaterally disarm.

“We’re going to play by the rules 
and then we’re going to change 
the rules.”

Holman said financing restric-
tions level the political playing 
field and enable more voices to 
be heard from across the political 
spectrum.

MacKie will host more events 
as discussion about electoral 
reform at the federal level ramps 
up this summer. He said educat-
ing Canadians about the distinc-
tions between various forms of 
proportional representation is 
crucial to the debate. He said a 
preferential ballot styled system 
preferred by some federal Liber-
als, for example, doesn’t address 
many of the current system’s defi-
ciencies.

“I’m hoping that they’re going 
to do the right thing for Canadi-
ans rather than the right thing for 
the Liberals, and we’re going to 
find out this summer,” MacKie 
said.

“I’m hoping that 
they’re going to do 
the right thing for 
Canadians rather than 
the right thing for the 
Liberals.”
BOB MACKIE 
Vice president, Fair Voting BC

BOB
MACKIE
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SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway
SAUNDERS SUBARUSAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

DAVE,           RUTH,         NORMA,        BOB,           EDIE
Drop by today...Coffee is always on! 

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca DL#5032

EMErGEnCY ProGraM 

Major emergency prep exercise set for Musgrave area 
Volunteer ‘victims’ 
required for Tuesday 
activity

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Hundreds of first respond-
ers and volunteer actors will 
descend upon a grassy field 
near Musgrave Road Tuesday 
to undertake the island’s larg-
est multi-agency emergency 
exercise of the year.

The scenario will train 
emergency crews in triage 
and evacuation by simulat-
ing an explosion and fire on 
the site of the Salt Spring 
Island Music and Garlic 
Festival.

Zook said the island’s 
emergency program tries to 
host one such event every 
year. Previous emergency 
exercises have included a 
plane crash at Bader Beach 
and a Channel Ridge wild-
fire.

The simulations help 
RCMP, BC Ambulance Ser-
vice, fire-rescue, search and 
rescue, emergency social 
services, neighbourhood 
POD members and other 
agencies hone their com-
munications and command 
structures for large-scale, 
multi-agency emergencies.

“Each organization trains 
themselves in different 
competencies,” she said. 
“This strengthens the rela-
tionships.”

As of late last week, Zook 
said, about 20 volunteers 
had signed up to be sce-
nario victims. About twice 
that many are needed for an 
ideal scenario. 

Anyone in the neighbour-
hood during the exercise 
can expect minor traffic 
delays near 255 Musgrave 
Rd. and an onslaught of 
emergency vehicles at the 
scenario site.

Garlic and Music Festival 
founder Neale Smith said 

hosting an exercise of this 
scale on the concert site 
seemed like a natural fit. 
Organizers anticipate the 
event will draw thousands 
of islanders and visitors to 
the south end on Aug. 6 and 
7.

“Chances are nothing 
will happen, but we want 
everybody to be safe and, 
if something blows up or 
there’s a fire, we just want to 
be prepared so we can miti-
gate the damage,” he said.

Smith said he’ll be too 
preoccupied observing the 
action and taking notes dur-
ing the exercise to volunteer 
as a victim, but wants to 
thank everyone who is par-
ticipating.

T h e  Mu s g ra v e  Ro a d 
multi-agency exercise is 
set for Tuesday, June 14 
between 6 and 10 p.m. For 
more details about sign-
ing up as a scenario victim, 
contact Zook at ssiepc@crd.
bc.ca.

PolItICs

Liberals to nominate candidate
Salt Spring’s 
Roberts seeks 
second shot 

The BC Liberal Party has 
announced its candidate 
selection meetings will be 
held in Saanich North and the 
Islands on Saturday, June 18, 
as the party gets ready early 
for the 2017 provincial elec-
tion. 

Once again, Salt Spring 
Islander Stephen P. Roberts is 
in the race to be named the 
riding’s candidate. He was 
just 163 votes short of win-
ning the provincial election 
three years ago, in an exciting 

three-way split that went to a 
recount and eventual win by 
the NDP’s Gary Holman.

This year, Roberts is being 
challenged for the party’s 
nomination by Central Saan-
ich councillor Carl Jensen and 
former North Saanich coun-
cillor Dorothy Hartshorne.

Liberal party members 
on Salt Spring will be able 
to vote for their choice at a 
locally held candidate selec-
tion meeting. There will be 
a second meeting later the 
same day in Brentwood Bay 
for party members on the 
Saanich Peninsula. Results 
will be known by the evening 
of June 18.

According to a press 

release, Roberts has a long 
history in the riding. He was 
born in Sidney, grew up on 
Salt Spring and attended Salt 
Spring Elementary School. 
After studying and working 
abroad, he returned to the 
island in 2010 and since then 
has chaired the Salt Spring 
Hospice society, served as 
vice-chair of the Lady Minto 
Hospital Foundation and 
chaired the Advisory Plan-
ning Commission for the 
Salt Spring Local Trust Com-
mittee.

Roberts also serves as sec-
retary on the Memorial Parks 
Society Board in Sidney and 
chairs the Vancouver Hospice 
Society Board in Vancouver.

Join us for Experience the best of local food 
and wine! Salt Spring Island chefs, food 
producers & vintner unite to create an 
“island style” savoury event.

Call your friends to meet you at ArtSpring 
for an indoor & outdoor tasting event!
Your ticket will get you a glass and a tasting plate and you are then 
free to roam! There will also be a cash bar featuring local product 
as well as items for purchase directly from the vendors attending.

Same Vendors Include:
Salt Spring Cheese, Garry Oaks Winery, Café Talia, Salt Spring Ales, Hips & Haws Catering, 
Salt Spring Inn, Hope Hill Farm, Soya Nova Tofu, Ganges Street Food, Rock Salt Café & more...

Sunday, June 12th  4-6 pm
ArtSpring Gallery & Outdoor Patio

100 Jackson Avenue

Tickets are only $20 in advance or 
$25 at the door.

Purchase at
www.saltspringtourism.com
or in person at the Chamber of Commerce & 

Salt Spring Tourism. Call 250.537.4223 for info.

Many of these people live in loca-
tions deemed unfit for human habi-
tation, like tents, shacks and live-
aboard vessels in Ganges Harbour 
and elsewhere. Lessick said the vast 
majority of these options are dan-
gerous, unhealthy and unstable.

These “unsheltered homeless” 
accounted for about two-thirds of 
the island’s homeless population (55 
people) during the count on Feb. 10. 

The balance of those counted 
were in shelters for the homeless (15 

people), transitional housing, such 
as  (5) or were victims of domestic 
violence in a transition house (8).

Lessick considers the point-in-
time figure a low estimate. He said 
several homeless people, including 
13 youths, approached him follow-
ing the study date to register.

“I know that [83] was a low num-
ber, but that figure is a pretty good 
snapshot,” he said.

Though Salt Spring represents 2.8 
per cent of the CRD’s population, 
the island accounts for about 5.6 per 
cent of the CRD’s total number of 
homeless people.

The “unsheltered homeless” 
population accounts for a whop-
ping 22.3 per cent of the CRD total, 
according to the report.

Lessick said the numbers stress 
the need to pursue more social 
housing options for islanders. He 
said applications for further funding 
to expand the Housing First pro-
gram are in the works. So too are 
efforts to work with other non-profit 
agencies, water districts and local 
governments to create options.

“We’re making a proposal to 
acquire a few more properties,” Les-
sick said. “This study is the first step. 

We’ve known there’s been a prob-
lem, but saying that is one thing and 
having statistics is another.”

Not just a problem of 
homelessness

The Community  Ser vices 
Point-in-Time Count Community 
Report also cites statistics from 
the CRD Strategy to End Home-
lessness study, which found that 
Salt Spring Island had the high-
est core housing need within the 
CRD.  

“The municipalities with the 

highest per capita incidence of 
core housing need — where resi-
dents are forced to consistently 
use more than 30 per cent of their 
income for rent/mortgage, or 
housing is in need of major repair, 
or is overcrowded — are our rural 
communities,” states the report.

The municipalities or electoral 
areas with the highest incidences 
of core housing need are:

• Salt Spring Island (23.5 per cent)
• City of Victoria (20.1 per cent)
• Southern Gulf Islands (18.5 per 

cent)
• Esquimalt (17.9 per cent)

HousInG 
continued from 1

Housing options ‘dangerous, unhealthy and unstable’
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A Day in the Life
We want photographers to send us their photos for our  

2016 Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island publication. 
Just register in advance by sending an email to editor Gail Sjuberg

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
and you will receive details about how to submit.

Photos must be taken between 5 a.m. on Tuesday, June 21 
and 5 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22. 
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We want photographers to send us their photos for our 
2016 Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island publication. 
Just register in advance by sending an email to 
editor Gail Sjuberg at news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
and you will receive details about how to submit.
Photos must be taken between 5 a.m. on Tuesday, 
June 21 and 5 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22. 
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a.m. on Tuesday, June 21 and 
5 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22. 

We want photographers to send us their photos for our 
2016 Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island publication. 

Just register in advance by sending an email to 
editor Gail Sjuberg at news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

and you will receive details about how to submit.
Photos must be taken between 
5 a.m. on Tuesday, June 21 and 
5 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22. 

INTErNET SAfETY 

Cyber safety expert returns for Salt Spring sessions 
Sessions for parents 
and students on 
June 15

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A former Victoria city 
police officer with nearly 
three decades of experience 
who has become an expert 
on internet safety and social 
media concerns will return 
to Salt Spring this month to 
talk with local adolescents 
and parents.

Darren Laur, also known 
as The White Hatter, will be 
at Salt Spring Island Middle 
School for a daytime session 
with students on Wednes-
day, June 15, and then will 
speak to parents at the SIMS 
gym that evening from 7 to 
9 p.m. While some island-
ers may have attended one 
of his high-impact work-
shops before, Laur will offer 
updates on the latest tech-
nology and apps that are 
popular among teens and 
give a timely reminder on 
the risks associated with 
using them, plus strategies 
for keeping kids safe from 
exploitation and predators.

“We have realized recently 

that although we have reg-
ular yearly sessions about 
this topic, we need to inform 
and reinforce the learning of 
our students around cyber 
safety,” SIMS principal Keiko 
Taylor wrote in a letter to 
parents, adding Laur “has 
been very informative and 
effective in getting out the 
message about how imper-
ative safety is in the cyber 
world.”

The Gulf Islands may 
seem protected and isolated, 
but the sweep of global con-
nectivity has not missed the 
local school district. SIMS 
reminded parents recently 
that students here may be 
taking and sharing revealing 
photos of themselves, which 
is a growing trend wherever 
kids have access to personal 
devices. 

“As adults, we don’t even 
know the brunt of our 
actions [online] — and kids 
certainly don’t know,” Taylor 
said. “It’s just a tool or a toy 
they’ve grown up with and 
a lot of them don’t see the 
dangers.”

Tiffany Wightman, a 
counsellor and sexual health 
teacher at SIMS, noted the 
middle school years are a 
normal time for some young 

people to start testing adult 
behaviour, and that can 
include experimenting with 
romantic relationships and 
sharing intimate photos. In 
this day and age that likely 
means doing so through the 
internet.

“It isn’t a problem at the 
middle school. It’s a global 
phenomenon,” Wightman 
said. “The kids sharing 
images are often very inno-
cent, but they don’t realize 
these images can be used 
against them.”

“Small amounts of kids 
are starting to explore new 
sexuality, but that’s a minor-
ity,” she added. “For me 
what’s been important is 

that they get the informa-
tion early and understand 
risk, consent and respect for 
people’s boundaries, includ-
ing their own.”

Teaching students about 
respect for oneself and oth-
ers, and fostering a cul-
ture of consent, are strate-
gies educators are using 
to reduce risk. Wightman 
said that happens at grade-
appropriate levels at SIMS 
and goes along a spectrum 
from things like grabbing 
someone else’s chips to 
rough-housing and wres-
tling, to maybe taking some-
one’s photo when they’re not 
comfortable with that.

“It has to be a complete 
yes to a specific thing to be 
real consent,” she explained. 

Consent as it applies to 
sexual relationships is some-
thing the later grades might 
consider. For example, the 
fact that consent cannot 
legally be given when alco-
hol is involved.

Taylor added that even 
students who have a mature 
idea of these concepts may 
not be getting the mes-
sage around the real risks 
involved with social media 
and the internet. Adults are 
still trying to get used to the 

idea that images and words 
that go out into the ether are 
permanent fixtures rather 
than fleeting thoughts. 
That’s a problem when 
it comes to photos, which 
predators can use to black-
mail and exploit victims for 
years to come. 

The dangers can be as bad 
as an outright predator who 
uses software to take control 
of a webcam or uses chat-
ting apps and Google maps 
to track victims to their real 
time locations. But a trag-
ic outcome can also start 
with a simple fight between 
friends and the subsequent 
passing on of an image that 
was never intended for an 
audience. 

“As a parent, I would tell 
my child not to send any 
pictures of herself/himself 
using any form of social 
media,” Taylor said. “To have 
it out there at all is such a 
risk.”

Laur, who offers internet 
and social media safety, digi-
tal literacy and workplace 
violence prevention train-
ing through his company 
Personal Protection Systems 
Inc., has a proven system for 
bringing home the dangers 
to youth and parents alike. 

One of his favourite ploys is 
to set up a fake social media 
account and solicit “friends” 
from the student body he 
is about to visit. Invariably, 
a number accept him and 
are shocked to find who was 
behind that cute profile pic.

One of the reasons he con-
nects with youth so well is 
because Laur doesn’t blame 
technology for how it’s being 
used and he doesn’t try to 
ban it as a solution.

“He’s a highly techy guy 
himself. He’s got his finger 
on the pulse,” Taylor said. 

“He’s very supportive 
of technology and using 
it wisely, and the kids like 
that,” Wightman agreed.

Laur’s key message for 
parents is they should know 
what their kids are doing 
online. Having passwords, 
checking photos and apps 
regularly and ensuring 
devices are used in family 
areas instead of private bed-
rooms are all recommended.

More information about 
Laur’s school presentations 
can be found at www.per-
sonalprotectionsystems.ca. 

Contact Taylor at ktaylor@
sd64.bc.ca for more infor-
mation on the June 15 ses-
sions.

EduCATIoN

‘Redirected’ money welcomed
Provincial government funds 
will be used to lower school 
district deficit

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands School District 64 will receive 
nearly $100,000 redirected by the province 
following two years of administrative cuts.

The province’s education minister used 
last week’s announcement to encourage 
school districts to use funds “any way they 
see fit,” including hiring new teachers, for 
programs and maintaining schools.

“Our government is committed to ensur-
ing that maximum education dollars go into 
services for students,” Education Minister 
Mike Bernier said at the May 31 press confer-
ence. “Districts worked hard to reduce their 
administrative costs, and we are pleased 
to be able to direct that $25 million back to 
programs and initiatives that will directly 
benefit the kids of B.C.”

The money is being redirected after the 
province ordered districts to cut more than 
$50 million in administrative spending 
over the past two years. The “administra-
tive savings for reinvestment” issued to the 
province’s 60 school districts range from 
below $30,000 for the Stikine School District 
to more than $2 million for the Vancouver 
School District.

Rod Scotvold, secretary treasurer for 
the Gulf Islands School District, said the 
announcement means the district will have 
a lower deficit for the 2016-17 fiscal year. 

School district trustees meeting on Mayne 
Island last month forecast a $217,000 deficit 
for the coming fiscal year. The new projected 
deficit of approximately $117,000 will be 
covered by the district’s reserve fund.

“We can’t complain, but we’re not going to 
change our budget to deal with the funding 
change,” Scotvold said.

The district anticipates a nearly $24-mil-
lion budget for 2016-17, according to figures 
presented at the district’s May meeting.

May McKenzie, chair of School District 
64, said the board will present more details 
about the government’s announcement at 
the final meeting of the school year today 
(June 8) at the school board office in Ganges.

“Any money that comes into the district is a 
good thing,” she said. “It takes a bit of pressure 
away, but at this point there are no guarantees 
that this money will be ongoing as it is not part 
of the operating block of funding for the 2016-
2017 year.”

Jim Iker, president of the BC Teachers’ Fed-
eration, said he is proud of teachers, parents 
and students who’ve spoken up against what 
he calls a “funding crisis” in education. 

“Public advocacy clearly works,” Iker said 
after the announcement. “The return of this 
$25-million cut is an important turning point 
for public education as it shows the govern-
ment is feeling the pressure one year out from 
a provincial election. While the returned fund-
ing will not solve the funding crisis facing our 
schools, it will bring some much-needed 
relief. Parents, students, teachers and 
trustees need to keep the pressure up.”

“[Darren Laur] is 
very supportive 
of technology and 
using it wisely, 
and the kids like 
that.” 
TIFFANY WIGHTMAN
SIMS counsellor and 
sexual health teacher 

“We can’t complain, but we’re 
not going to change our budget 
to deal with the funding 
change.” 
ROD SCOTVOLD 
Secretary treasurer, GI School District
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NOTICE of ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETINGS

 
All meetings will be held in the Portlock Park Meeting Room 
located at 145 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island.
 

Ganges Sewer Local Service Commission 
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 from 10-11 am

Highland Fernwood Local Service Commission  
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 from 1-2 pm

Maliview Sewer Commission  
Tuesday June 14, 2016 from 2-3 pm

 
Fulford Water Service Commission  

Thursday, June 16, 2016, from 1-2 pm
Liquid Waste Service  

Thursday, June 16, 2016, from 2-3 pm
 
Cedar Lane Water Service Commission  

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 from 10-11am
Beddis Water Service Commission  

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 from 11-12 pm
Cedars of Tuam Water Service Commission  

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 from 1-2 pm
 

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED??

We are seeking volunteers for terms which begin on January 1, 2017.

These Local Service Commissions advise and make recommendations 
regarding the supply, treatment, storage and distribution of water 
and or sewer within the service area. The volunteer positions are 
open to a resident or property owner within the Service Area and 
have a two year term. The Commissions include the CRD Regional 
Director and are supported by local CRD Staff Members.

Nominations will be accepted at the Annual General Meetings as 
shown above for two year terms beginning in January 2017.

Contact 250.537.4448 for more information or email:  
saltspring@crd.bc.ca

BC fErrIEs

Salish-class vessels christened in Thursday ceremony
Ferries in service by 
summer of 2017

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Two new ferries bound for 
the Gulf Islands and currently 
under construction in Gdansk, 
Poland were officially named 
during a ceremony at the 
Remontowa Shipbuilding yard 
on Thursday. 

A BC Ferries press release 
states the Salish Eagle and 
Salish Raven were christened 
according to maritime tradition 

with the customary breaking 
of a champagne bottle on each 
hull. 

“This ceremony marks a 
major milestone in the con-
struction of our three new Sal-
ish-class vessels as they each 
take another step closer to 
entering our fleet,” said Mike 
Corrigan, BC Ferries’ presi-
dent and CEO. “These vessels, 
named after the Coast Salish 
people and the Salish Sea, rep-
resent British Columbia’s rich 
coastal culture and heritage, 
and will serve coastal commu-
nities for many years to come.” 

The Salish-class vessels will 
carry 145 vehicles and up to 
600 passengers and crew. They 
include two car decks and din-
ing amenities similar to what is 
offered on the Queen of Nanai-
mo.

Speaking at BC Ferries’ semi-
annual meeting with the Salt 
Spring Ferry Advisory Commit-
tee on May 30, Mark Collins, 
the company’s vice president 
of strategic planning and pub-
lic engagement, said although 
the ships have open decks they 
were designed for heavy weath-
er and rough conditions.  

“I think you’re going to be 
impressed. It’s going to feel a lot 
bigger than you think,” Collins 
told the committee members 
and audience.

The Salish Eagle is sched-
uled to arrive early in 2017 and 
the Salish Raven is expected to 
arrive shortly after in the spring. 
The vessels are planned to be 
in operation by the summer of 
2017. 

The first vessel in the new 
class, the Salish Orca, will sail on 
the Comox-Powell River route 
and is set to arrive by the end of 
this year.

Islands trust

Fulford Marina expansion approved
LTC asks ALC to look at 
mismatched policy

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Commit-
tee gave third reading to a rezon-
ing bylaw and voiced support for a 
development permit necessary to 
expand the Fulford Marina docks 
and parking lot, seeing fulfillment 
of several conditions that had been 
holding up the process.

“If we can do something to help 
regenerate this particular marina, 
I think it is long overdue, so I’m 
delighted to see it move forward,” 
trustee George Grams said during 
Thursday’s business meeting, after 
noting a downturn in the area since 
the marina and nearby Fulford Inn 
had ceased operating. 

The LTC originally gave third 
reading to an OCP amendment in 
June 2014. A condition for adop-
tion was that the applicant obtain 
approval for its docks plan from the 
Harbour Authority of Salt Spring 
Island to ensure navigation to a 
nearby public dock was not imped-
ed. HASSI manager Jim Heath 
attended Thursday’s town hall ses-
sion to report the harbour authority 
had approved a new dock plan.

Additional conditions require the 
installation of a marine pump-out 
facility, sewage system upgrades 
and Clean Marine B.C. member-
ship. Steps have been taken but the 
LTC asked applicant David McKer-
rell of Island Marine Construction 

Services Ltd. to register the condi-
tions on title. He was also asked to 
submit a lighting proposal.

The only other potential snag 
came with Peter Luckham’s reser-
vation on the plan to use creosote-
treated pilings in dock construction. 

“I’ve observed just an awful lot 
of creosote leaking into the marine 
environment that I’m just not com-
fortable with,” Luckham explained. 
“This is something the community 
and the area there is going to have 
to live with for a long time.”

Treated wood pilings used in 
accordance with Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans best manage-
ment practices was accepted as a 
requirement under the develop-
ment permit conditions.

In other business on Thursday, the 
Salt Spring LTC voted to forward a 
request for non-farm use of an acces-
sory building on agricultural land 
to the provincial Agricultural Land 
Commission. Applicant Kim Elston-
Tuttle had constructed a small cot-
tage under 50 square metres (550 

square feet) on her property so that 
her daughter could live there and 
help with the farm operations.

A staff report outlined how the 
ALC Act permits mobile or prefab-
ricated homes of up to 140 square 
metres (1,500 square feet) on ALR 
land for the use of immediate family 
members. The Elston-Tuttle house 
was constructed on site but was 
placed on concrete piles as regu-
lations dictate and has been con-
firmed as being transportable by 
CRD Building Inspection. 

“Given the limited floor area and 
the apparent mobility of the subject 
building, staff believe there is suf-
ficient merit to forward this applica-
tion to the ALC with support. The 
land use impact of the dwelling 
appears equivalent to, or less than, 
that of a manufactured home,” the 
staff report reads.

LTC members concurred and 
agreed to send the request on to 
the ALC, along with an additional 
“robust” request that the body 
review its regulations, as its mobile 
home requirement is at odds with 
the Islands Trust Act.

“Mobile homes are not part of our 
island character. I don’t ever want 
them to be part of our island charac-
ter,” Grams said. 

The next LTC meeting has been 
changed to Wednesday, June 29 to 
accommodate members of the pub-
lic who are interested in the Brink-
worthy playing fields application. 
The meeting will take place at the 
GISS Multipurpose Room starting 
at 9:30 a.m.

HEaltH CarE

New program to aid substance abuse recovery process
Island Health to fund two 
residential beds 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Island Health is seeking contractors to run a 
new program on Salt Spring that will create two 
recovery beds in a supportive, full-care environ-
ment for people recovering from substance 
abuse.

According to an Island Health request for 
proposals, the service will be delivered in a 
“safe, structured and secure environment, for 

clients focussing on their immediate concerns 
around substance use and their integration 
back into the community.” Home-like struc-
tured care will be offered 365 days a year. The 
program is expected to be running by late 2016.

The Salt Spring chapter of the Rural and 
Remote Division of Family Practice has been 
working specifically to improve mental health 
and substance abuse programming on the 
island and welcomes the additional support.

“It’s a much-needed service, and we look 
forward to working with Island Health to make 
it successful,” said chapter coordinator Janine 
Gowans. 

Information from Island Health states com-
munity-based recovery helps to normalize the 
process, creating opportunities for people to 
re-integrate into the community in a natural 
way. Compared to a clinical environment, “The 
setting is better at fostering independence, 
community acceptance and transition to inde-
pendent, recovery-based living.” Housing pro-
viders are required to be genuinely empathic, 
caring and kind, and to follow clear guidelines.

Supportive recovery can include life-skills 
training, occupational training, education, spir-
itual considerations, exercise, art therapy and 
gardening, according to client needs. In the 

process, training is given on communal-living 
skills, problem-solving skills, communication 
skills, understanding substance use patterns, 
self-care, including good nutritional choices, 
stress management, and identifying and deal-
ing with emotions and thoughts associated 
with substance use.

Funding for the recovery beds has come 
from a B.C. government commitment to work 
with health authorities and the not-for-profit 
sector to create 500 beds across the province 
for people in need of substance-use services. 
Within Island Health, 93 beds will be created as 
part of a three-year plan. 

pHoTo CoUrTESY BC FErrIES

The Salish raven, which will serve Salt Spring and the 
Gulf Islands, gets a champagne christening in poland.

“If we can do something 
to help regenerate this 
particular marina, I 
think it is long overdue 
. . . . “
GEORGE GRAMS
Salt Spring LTC member
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Left out
S

alt Spring casts an 
impression of affl u-
ence and creativity, yet 
a chronic problem of 

homelessness and substandard 
housing lurks closely beneath the 
surface.

It’s a situation that’s often discussed and described 
anecdotally, but Community Services now has the 
statistics to prove it.

According to recently released numbers collected 
during a 24-hour homeless count undertaken in 
February, Salt Spring’s homeless rate is nearly twice 
that of Victoria’s on a per-capita basis. 

What’s really surprising is how much worse things 
have gotten since a similar study was undertaken in 
2007. The island has experienced a nearly threefold 
increase in the number of people without adequate 
housing, rising from 32 to 83 individuals. Because 
many homeless are spread among bush camps, 
vehicles, boats and living room couches, research-
ers consider the fi ndings indicative of an even larger 
problem.

Unlike many other 
communities, Salt Spring 
has a distinct lack of social 
housing options. Though 
programs like Communi-
ty Services’ Housing First 
strategy found shelter for 
19 individuals over the 
winter, the need for more 
space is obvious.

The challenge to fi nd stable housing grows harder 
as more property owners turn to short-term vaca-
tion rental sites likes airbnb.com (which lists 211 
properties for rent on Salt Spring) to supplement 
their incomes and more long-time owners are “cash-
ing out” in a hot real estate market, with their rental 
units then no longer available to islanders. 

In the absence of private housing stock, the onus 
shifts to building more social housing. 

Community Services has pursued social housing 
options for years with varying degrees of success; 
there’s only so much they can do on their own. Staff 
and volunteers at Community Services need help 
from other non-profi t agencies, local government 
and water districts, and individual property owners 
to address the obvious housing need.

Adequate housing is not just crucial for personal 
well being, it’s fundamental for the island’s economy. 
Business owners rely on seasonal service sector 
workers to meet summer demand. No housing 
means no workers. It’s a familiar storyline that’s 
played out in destination communities across North 
America, and now it’s happening right here on Salt 
Spring too.

Alteration permit process fl awed
The following was sent to Steve Thomson, B.C.’s Minister of Forests, 

Lands and Natural Resources Operations, and fi led with the Drift-
wood for publication.

I write in support of the concerns expressed by Chief Joan 
Brown of Penelakut Tribe in her May 12 letter regarding the pro-
posed development atop archaeological site DfRv-006 on Sunset 
Dr. on Salt Spring Island. 

Recently a number of local First Nations and Salt Spring Island 
supporters were shocked to learn that construction was slated to 
start May 16 on a 30-metre pool, a cabana and a hot tub on this 
large 2,000-year-old settlement and cemetery site.  

As Chief Brown notes, the original archaeology report done in 
July 2015 by Jenny Storey raised a number of important issues. Sig-
nifi cantly, the study recommended not using any heavy equip-
ment and re-locating the development to avoid the midden. 

It appears the owner then hired the same fi rm involved with 
the construction on Grace Islet to be co-applicants and prepare 
the permit application. The proposed development was not 
moved out of site DfRv-006, and heavy equipment operators were 
contracted, in complete contradiction to the AIA study’s recom-
mendations.

The provincial Archaeology Branch granted an alteration 
permit May 9, apparently thinking this development would all 
be built on top of fi ll. However, at a May 13 site visit initiated by 
Cowichan Tribes, it became clear that major excavation of the 
site was planned to get down to bedrock for the footings. The 
Archaeology Branch was notifi ed and thankfully the permit was 
suspended, pending further clarifi cation of efforts to minimize 

or mitigate impacts. The branch requested a meeting with the 
permit holder/owner, the co-permittee and project designers, 
but to date has not asked for input from First Nations.  

Chief Brown’s demand for a site visit with Archaeology Branch 
staff and other First Nations to discuss this development pro-
posal is entirely appropriate, and I urge you to ensure it takes 
place.

Furthermore, I call on you to recognize this incident illus-
trates that applications for alteration permits require much 
more careful scrutiny. There is a clear need for better policies 
that provide improved protection of signifi cant archaeological 
sites such as this midden. These sites are irreplaceable evidence 
of a rich cultural history and important features of the coast’s 
vibrant heritage. 

The sad fact is, despite the lessons that should have been 
learned from Grace Islet and the promises you made over a year 
ago to review and improve the process, site alteration permits 
for inappropriate developments are still being approved. It 
seems these are often based on incomplete information pro-
vided by would-be developers, lack of ground-truthing by 
Archaeology Branch staff and inadequate consultation with 
First Nations.

This needs to change! Please live up to your word to ensure full 
communication with First Nations, and implement the changes 
necessary to properly protect archaeological sites without further 
delay.

 
The writer is a Salt Spring resident and was a member of the 

Protect Grace Islet group. 
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Trevor Bishop
I can understand the con-
cerns, but it’s playing fields. 
It’s best for kids to play there 
than somewhere else.

GaBriel BonGa
No, it doesn’t seem like the 
right place.

Joe Gouzey
I don’t know if it’s the right 
place, but I think it’s a good 
place, and I think l we really 
need it.

Jean panepinTo
I think the bigger question is 
why do we need it? If so, why 
not put it where the kids are?

Ken underwood
Why not? It’s great for the 
kids.

salT sprinG 
says
we asked: Is 
Brinkworthy Road 
the right spot for 
PARC’s new playing 
fields?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By SUSAN BRAIN 
The Capital Regional District has put in an 

offer to purchase 15-plus acres of agricultural 
land at the end of Brinkworthy Road to develop 
a public baseball facility. When you ask the 
Salt Spring CRD staff why they have chosen to 
purchase this specific parcel of land to develop 
ball fields, their invariable response is, “We have 
been looking for over 10 years for a suitable 
property.” 

My immediate response was, “Well, this land 
isn’t suitable either. You will have to keep look-
ing.” To me the issue is: Define “suitable.” (The 
Webster’s dictionary defines it as  “having the 
qualities that are right, needed or appropriate 
for something.”) So what, in this case, are the 
criteria for “suitable?”

The CRD thinks it is suitable because it is big 
enough (more than is needed), it is flat and, 
perhaps most significantly, it is for sale. Acquir-
ing additional land for athletic fields is a high 
priority for the island’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission. It is in their 2010 master plan. 
They have put in an offer to purchase the prop-
erty, with conditions. All the studies and con-
sultations going on now are in order to fulfill the 
conditions so they can complete the purchase. 

To the Salt Spring Island agricultural com-
munity, and islanders who are concerned about 
food sustainability and security, it is absolutely 

not suitable because it is prime 
agriculture land and should stay 
in the Agricultural Land Reserve. 
The Local Trust Committee’s own 
Agricultural Advisory Planning Commission, 
by resolution, “strongly recommend that the 
SSI LTC does not forward [the] application to 
the Agricultural Land Commission and recom-
mend strengthening farmland protection on 
Salt Spring Island.”

I admit it is hard for me to be objective about 
this, living as I do on the northern edge of Brink-
worthy Place. My back garden abuts this land. 
My home overlooks the hay field and the for-
est. I currently have peace, quiet and privacy. 
So, of course, to me, and to many Brinkworthy 
residents, this location is definitely not suitable.

Brinkworthy Road is obviously not suitable 
in its present state. It is a dead-end rural road 
that narrows down to a one-lane turn-around 
where the entrance to the playing fields will be. 
Several Brinkworthy Place homes back onto 
this road. It is the only access to the 127 homes 
in Brinkworthy Place, the three neighbouring 
homes to the north and the proposed develop-
ment. It will have to be widened and strength-
ened (at what cost?) to accommodate all the 
extra traffic the playing fields will generate (esti-
mated to be 35-plus cars each way per practice/
game), while maintaining safe pedestrian and 

scooter access for Brinkworthy 
Place residents. (Watch out for 
the ditch.) 

Half the land in question is 
forested. The trees will have to be cut down 
to accommodate the proposed entrance and 
parking lot. The loss of all these trees notwith-
standing, is Brinkworthy Road suitable to 
accommodate logging trucks?

It really is a question of priorities.
The CRD’s priority is to buy “suitable” land 

now, with the hope of developing the recre-
ational facilities in the future, when and if there 
are funds to do so. They have said that it could 
take up to five years for even the first field to be 
developed; that “it is just a conceptual model 
for now.”

The baseball players’ priority is to have ade-
quate fields on Salt Spring so they can play 
without having to travel off island as much and 
so the more senior players can have a home 
field and host tournaments. They look to the 
CRD to provide suitable facilities.

The priority of the Salt Spring agricultural 
community, and those citizens who are con-
cerned about food security and sustainability, is 
to keep the land for agricultural purposes.

Brinkworthy residents’ priority is to maintain 
their safe, peaceful lifestyle, now and in the 
future.

In his Nov. 4, 2015 letter to the local Islands 
Trust, Wayne McIntyre, our elected CRD official, 
stated that there are some conditions that have 
to be met to complete the purchase of the prop-
erty. These include 1) obtaining approval from 
the Islands Trust to forward the application 
for non-farm use to the provincial Agricultural 
Land Commission, and 2) getting the Islands 
Trust to amend the land’s OCP designation and 
zoning to allow a sports field park in this loca-
tion. Mr. McIntyre asked for the applications to 
be expedited “as the offer to purchase land for 
additional playing fields is time sensitive.”  

The CRD non-farm use application was first 
submitted to the Islands Trust in November 
2015. The rezoning application was submit-
ted in February 2016. The Islands Trust sent 
both applications “back to the drawing board,” 
requesting consultations with the neighbour-
ing residents and specific professional reports.

This is where we are at now. The consul-
tations have happened and the professional 
reports are being finalized. The CRD is sched-
uled to resubmit these two applications at the 
next Islands Trust meeting, to be held at GISS 
on Wednesday, June 29, when it will be up to 
our Local Trust Committee to decide on the 
most suitable future for this land. 

The writer is a Brinkworthy Place resident. 

‘Suitable’ must be defined in sports field plan 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “Mobile homes are not part of our island 
character.  i don’t ever want them to be part of our island character.”

GEORGE GRAMS, SSI LOCAL TRuST COMMITTEE TRuSTEE

Water is life
The following was sent to 

B.C. TV stations and filed with 
the Driftwood for publication. 

This is something I’ve been 
thinking about writing for a 
couple of years, and with the 
warm, dry spring we have 
been having I have to put it 
in words.  

We live in the Gulf Islands, 
and even though I like the 
warm, sunny weather as 
much as most, I think that 
many people are unaware of 
how much we need rain to 
survive and live. I’m always 
surprised how many people 
comment when I say I’d like 
some rain. “Oh,  are you are 
gardener?” they ask. I say yes, 
but it’s also for our forests, res-
ervoirs, wells, rivers, etc.

I’d like to see more positive 
comments from the meteo-
rologists and newscasters on 

TV and radio about precipita-
tion of any kind. I think they’re 
beginning to, now that there 
are water restrictions in most 
places. It seems that if there is 
anything but sunny weather, 
their comments are “it will get 
better” or “the nice weather is 
coming.” I realize the media 
prefers to be positive.

As I write this we’ve had a 
few showers recently, here 
where we live on Salt Spring 
Island, and we heard Vancou-
ver and Victoria had rain dur-
ing the last weekend in May, 
although we didn’t have much 
here. There are showers fore-
cast for the next day or so, but 
we need more than that. We 
have water storage tanks on 
our property, but they are only 
as good as the rain that fills 
them.

“Water is life” for everyone 
and every thing!
FIoNA WoLFe-MILNeR,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Finding a 
home

I have lived on Salt Spring 
Island for about 20 years and 
have never had such a hard 
time finding a rental. 

After two months of actively 
looking I found a place to live. 
In another week I would have 
been homeless! 

I would like to thank the 
kind people who have been 
helping me find a rental. I am 
truly grateful for the generous 
hearts that assisted me along 
the way. 

The lack of affordable hous-
ing on Salt Spring saddens me. 
I have seen garden sheds with 
no toilet or water being rented 
for $500 a month! You go to the 
main house to eat and shower. 
I do not understand why these 
property owners are not inves-
tigated.

If things continue this way 

there will be few workers 
residing on Salt Spring. Fami-
lies and single people have no 
choice but to move off island.

When I lived in New Bruns-
wick, I was president of a 
housing co-operative. We 
renovated older buildings and 
saved entire streets that were 
being neglected. The hous-
ing was affordable through 
the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and 40 
years later it is still thriving. 
People did not pay to join the 
co-operative but volunteered 
so many hours per month on 
numerous committees. This 
is known as sweat equity. 
The housing had apartments 
and houses with wheelchair 
units. Children were wel-
comed and courtyards and 
play areas were designed to 
create a vibrant community. I 
see this as a viable option for 
Salt Spring residents. This is a 
wonderful way of strengthen-

ing neighbourhoods. 
It is time to find creative 

ways to solve the housing cri-
sis or no workers will be able 
to live here.  We are losing what 
has been a wonderful place 
to live.
KATHy DRyDeN,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Ron was right 
One year ago in the Drift-

wood letters section, Ron 
Hawkins suggested catching 
daily shower water in bins or 
buckets. 

My somewhat flippant 
reply was that people should 
abandon the North American 
ritual of daily showers for the 
more stoical British custom of 
showering two to three times 
a week (and that still stands). 
But lo and behold, we are fol-
lowing Ron’s suggestion.

I have installed a roof col-
lecting system from the gut-
ters, but that requires rain. 

Water from two buckets in the 
shower is transferred to a gar-
bage can fitted with a spigot at 
the bottom of our deck steps. 
Now all our deck plants, etc. 
are watered from our shower 
water.

Thanks, Ron.
PeTeR RoWeLL,
S o u t h b a n k  D r i v e

More messes 
Thank you to BC Ferries 

for finally understanding the 
through-fare connection mess 
(“Through-fare connections 
to islands improved,” June 1 
Driftwood). What took you so 
long? 

Hopefully you will now 
quickly resolve the connec-
tion mess for drivers going to 
the mainland through Swartz 
Bay. Traffic is a two-way street.
CURT FIReSToNe,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

InDEPTH

MORe leTTeRS continued on 10



10 |  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016  OPINION www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf IslaNds drIftwOOd

expert ADVICE 250-537-9933 or 
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 

To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Lets avoid vacation 
breakdowns this summer.

While your vehicle is in for its regular 
service have belts hoses and coolant 
checked.

Your tires will be working extra hard on the hot pavement - 
have pressures and wear checked regularly. Beware of slippery 
roads after the first rain following a dry spell. Deposits of tire 
dust, oil drippings etc. can make for an extremely slippery 
surface until the debris is washed away.

 Worn brakes will overheat sooner than a well maintained 
braking system resulting in far less stopping power. Ask for a 
complete brake inspection at your next service.

Transmissions and differentials should have their oils 
changed regularly and now would be a good time if they 
haven’t been done recently.

Remember, maintenance repairs are cheaper than 
breakdown repairs. Drive Safe, Gyle

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 5

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2015 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

Price, completion dates, and the deposit 
& subject conditions are fundamental 
elements of any contract. Ask your agent to provide you with 
the “ideal” closing dates for the seller – maybe the price will be 
better if the timing meets the seller’s requirements.

Typically, subjects are in place for two weeks and these may 
include a legal review of documents, arranging insurance and 
financing, and being satisfied with house, boundary, septic, 
woodstove and water inspections.

Many offers contain a “time clause” that is subject to the sale 
of the buyer’s home. Once an accepted time clause offer is in 
place, the seller can accept another offer, subject to the collapse 
of the time clause offer. Once a second offer is accepted, the 
first buyer then has typically 72 hours to remove all subjects and 
proceed with the purchase or withdraw.

Acceptance of a time clause offer effectively
doubles the seller’s chances of selling.

MAKING AN OFFER
& Time Clauses - Part II

Your Advice

Your advice and knowledge 
as a professional is valuable to 

readers of the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood. 

Contact the Driftwood 
sales department today 

for details.

Be a part of this 
popular feature!

250-537-9933  or
sales@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

YOUR NAME

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Is joint surgery 
in your future?

Aqua fit is the best way to prepare your body 
for the upper body strength needed for recovery, 
according to Maggie W. And post op, Aqua fit 
provides the low impact, high resistance exercise 
to strengthen and ease your new joint. Maggie 
says,” Aqua fit is helping make my new hip a 
working part of me. Thank you Brenda”

So if you are waiting for a hip or knee 
replacement or recovering from surgery  check 
with your doctor and if all is well come join us 
at the pool you will notice what a difference the 
water can make you feel.

rotate clockwise but leave the filler 
ad in the same place

Celebrate Dave 
I wish to thank Roger Brunt for his 

most insightful ode to Dave Harris in 
last week’s paper.

Dave was far more than just one 
of Salt Spring’s eccentric characters. 
He was the most marvellous blend 
of intellectual and woodman, brim 
full of knowledge, kindness and gen-
erosity.

The toughness that Brunt wrote 
about was legend. Many Febru-
arys ago while out walking Fulford’s 
shoreline, Dave stripped down to his 
undies and strode waist-deep into 
the icy water to retrieve my dog’s 
ball. His only concession to the 
cold was his loudly broadcast, “This 
water’s cold enough to freeze the nuts 
off a steel bridge!”

It was a true privilege to have 
known Dave. I hope there will be a 
celebration of life on Salt Spring for 
those of us unable to attend the one 
held in Victoria last month.
Diane Clarke,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Action needed
It is very encouraging to see the 

support expressed by so many peo-
ple and local businesses for the Not-
So-Silent Nights events happening 
each Monday evening in Manson 
Lane outside of the Tree House. Salt 
Spring spirit is shining through once 
again! 

The gatherings were organized to 
provide a focal point for changing 
the status of Manson Lane so that 
Salt Spring Islanders can continue to 
enjoy uninterrupted nights of sum-
mer music at the Tree House Cafe. At 
the heart of the dispute is the status 
of Manson Lane, with a licence of 
occupation for the area in question 
being sought to allow for local control 
of that important piece of the water-
front in Ganges.

While there is cause for optimism, 
now is not the time to sit back and 
wait for the slow wheels of bureaucra-
cy to grind away. That’s why it’s crucial 
for people to keep up the pressure. 
I urge all people who want to see a 

long-term solution to contact CRD 
director Wayne McIntyre, and Islands 
Trust trustees George Grams and 
Peter Grove, to let them know you 
support their actions to gain control 
of Manson Lane now, not later. 

As welcome as it is to hear so many 
supportive words, words alone are 
not enough. After two years of uncer-
tainty at the Tree House, what we 
need now is action, not more words. 
Our locally elected officials need to 
be reminded of that, loudly and often. 
ken lunn,
f o r  n o t - S o - S i l e n t n i g h t S  g r o u p

Charity drive 
gratitude

The Salt Spring Island Firefighters 
Association would like to thank all 
the residents and visitors who gave 
so generously to our annual Charity 
Boot Drive held on Saturday, May 21.

We particularly thank the following 
businesses for allowing us to con-
duct the Charity Boot Drive on their 
premises: Country Grocer, Home 
Hardware, the Saturday Market, Slegg 
Lumber, Thrifty Foods, Upper Gan-
ges Liquor Store and Windsor Ply-
wood. Special thanks to T&T Signs for 
donating the “I Gave” stickers. 

With your help we raised $4,670 for 
our chosen charity this year, which 
was the Tema Conter Memorial Trust. 
Since 2001, this Canadian charity has 
assisted responders from the Cana-
dian military, firefighters, police offi-
cers and emergency medical services 
in getting the help they need to deal 
with post traumatic stress disorder.

Once again, thank you all!
Geoff Gowans,
f u n d r a i S i n g  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r , 
S S i  f i r e f i g h t e r S  a S S o C i a t i o n

Protect oceans
This World Oceans Day our stu-

dents and staff at Mayne School will 
celebrate the ocean by going for a 
swim at Campbell Bay Beach on 

Mayne Island. 
It will be a culmination of a year’s 

worth of study. Throughout this 
year our school has visited seven 
of the pristine beaches around our 
island with our local biologist from 
the Mayne Island Conservancy, Rob 
Underhill, and myself as the artist in 
the classroom, to connect with the 
diverse and fabulous ocean life that 
surrounds our incredible little island 
in the Salish Sea.

Many of our staff and students 
have grave concerns over the loss of 
vital habitats that are threatened by 
tanker expansion, and ocean acidi-
fication and warming caused by cli-
mate change. 

Our island is a summer playground 
to many and our home. More tanker 
traffic is just not sustainable. The Gulf 
Islands National Park deserves pro-
tection.

Let’s protect Canada’s coast and 
make this World Oceans Day one to 
celebrate.
annette witteman,
m a y n e  i S l a n d 

Body-parts 
people prove 
charming
By BoB weeDen

Within two days of setting foot on this island, my 
wife Judy and I met a real estate guy who teamed up 
on-stage with a lawyer to produce hilarious commen-
tary on local goings-on. 

Later that year we found a carpenter to convert a 
cobwebbed pig barn to a bright pottery studio — to 
turn a sow’s ear into a teapot — who was writing a 
book on modern existentialist angst. 

A fellow coffee addict, a wharfinger, designed and 
crafted sculptures from steel scraps. The brawny fellow 
who laid our patio flagstones is an excellent painter of 
flat art.

And so it has continued for 26 years, the calendar of 
our lives sparkling with chance meetings and unex-
pected conversations. It’s undeniable: ordinary people 
are extraordinary.

For years, it was people who built stuff for us who 
supplied the surprises. Then, and for a couple of 
decades, it was people met on woods trails and kayak 
launch spots. Throughout, coffee-shop friendships 
have made a happy mood-setter for our lives.

Just when I thought I’d had the best of it, life opened 
a whole new vista of possibilities: The body-parts peo-
ple, I call them. I’m good at forgetting names (practise 
makes perfect), but it doesn’t matter. I hook faces onto 
whatever failing parts need help at the moment. 

“Hi, acupuncture guy! Thanks for fixing my tennis 
elbows, even the one I don’t play tennis with.”

“She’s my tooth-picker. Can you believe she has 
grandchildren in Duncan?”

Blurring vision brought new acquaintances into 
focus. I met a wonderful sound-magnifier who knew 
enough to shout during our first interview. The needle 
lady at Lady Minto lab smiles when we meet in the 
grocery check-out line. So does the physio-chiro-
massageo, who is a bit of a pain, but still interesting.

Some folks aren’t friends yet, but will be, like the guy 
who, after probing my inner self during a colonoscopy, 
said, cheerily, “See you in five years!” 

The team that hooked me to machines after my TIA 
were sad to see me walk away but told me the odds 
were that I’d be back. Nice folks.

It’s obvious where this is headed. Knees, hips, liver 
lobes, kidneys, gall bladder, dentures. All these, and 
things I don’t yet know exist, will open doors to exciting 
new relationships.

 I’ll wager that among them, only the undertaker will 
let me down.

I can’t wait.

The writer is a Whims Road resident and contrib-
utes the Connections column to the Driftwood. 

MORELETTERS
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June 10 to June 22
th nd

SaltSpring Photography Club
Annual Exhibition

Mon-Sat 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sun 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

Grace Point Square 3104-115 Fulford Ganges Road

LOOKING FOR A LOW MILEAGE 
PREMIUM PRE-OWNED?

“We’ve got lots on our lot in downtown 
Duncan. I invite you to come on over, check 

them ALL out and drive home with a great deal.”

I’m Sven Aesirson
I can be reached toll free at 

I-800-461-5337
and look forward to showing 
you our huge selection, 
including the latest trade-ins 
which are going through our 
service department right now.

 DL#8583

2014 FIAT 500 L POP2014 FIAT 
WAS $21,865

0 L POP00 L POPT T 50
Discount 

$3,870

Stk 14594

$3,870$ ,,

$17,995
Stk 14594

NOW

2015 FIAT 500 L POP52015 FIAT 
WAS $28,524

0 L POP00 L POPT T 50
Discount 

Stk 150328

$20,995
tk 150328

$$$$$$$$$$$222$$$NOW

2015 DODGE DART5 D2015 DODG
WAS $21,379

TGE DARTODG
Discount 

$7,384

Stk 150108

$7,384,

$13,995
tk 150108

$$$$$$NOW

2015 CHRYSLER 200 LX015 2015 CHRYSLE
WAS $28,034

0 LXER 200 LXYSLE
Discount 

9,039

Stk 150474

9,039,,

$18,995
tk 150474

$$$$$$$$NOW

OUR NAME MEANS A GREAT 
DEAL. ALWAYS HAS, FOR
50 YEARS. ALWAYS WILL

461 Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan.
250-748-8144 • 1-800-461-5337

bowmel.com

ON THE SPOT 
FINANCING

d H D

CHECK US OUT AT
BOWMEL.COM

Rants 
To the individual(s) who chose to 

siphon gas from the cars parked at 
Greenwoods on Thursday.  Please 
know that your entirely selfish 
actions caused some hard-working 
employees to find that they were 
truly running on empty at the end 
of a long day of work.  Shame on 
you. J. Oliver

Roses
The Salt Spring Squash Club for-

got to thank Susan Rogers for her 
generous donation of original art-
work to the silent auction!

For the past two weeks we are 
once again grateful for all the folks 
and musicians coming together on 
the Monday evenings of Not-So-
Silent Nights in support of resolv-
ing the ongoing Tree House Cafe 
laneway issue. We thank Alex of Al’s 
Gourmet Falafel and Fries, every-
body at Embe Bakery, Mel and 
Param of Moonshine Mama’s Elix-
irs, Matt of Rock Salt Restaurant, 
and Jen and David of Fernwood 
Road Cafe. These folks and their 
staff very kindly offered food in sup-
port of our rally. Louise and Tony 
of Seaside would have also loved 

to participate this week but expe-
rienced a fridge failure emergency 
that needed dealing with. Their very 
kind and supportive words were 
also very much appreciated! We’ll 
see you in the laneway again next 
Monday from 6 to 8 p.m.

A wild bouquet of chopped, 
mixed, sliced, shredded and pulsed 
roses to Country Grocer! Thank you 
so much for picking my name as 
winner of the fabulous Cuisinart 
11-cup processor. Guess who I’ll be 
thinking of every time I use it! You 
guys rock.

Please pass on a dozen roses to 
Jean, who was kind enough to give 
us a boost when our battery died 
in the GVM parking lot. This good 
deed saved a pint of sea salt and 
caramel ice cream from melting and 
got us to our appointment on time. 
Thank you Jean.

Compost the roses, because your 
arms will be full of love. The Pass It 
On program has more hugs and cud-
dles than you can handle in thanks 
for the support from our commu-
nity. Thank you to Coast Capital and 
Communtiy Gaming for funding our 
program; Country Grocer for feeding 
us all year long; School District 64 for 

providing us with the space to share 
and learn and supports from your 
staff; the women in our community 
who came out to share and speak 
with us; Barb’s Buns, who are the 
most wonderful community-mind-
ed business and offered up with love 
their space to throw an amazing 
Sparkfest this year; James Cowan, 
who graciously led us through the 
process of throwing a show; Living 
Water Media, who lit us up and made 
sure we were heard; Kevin at Contour 
Grafix, who always gives us a sweet 
deal; and all the generous donations 
from our community for our silent 
auction: OutSpokin Bike Shop, Pod 
Contemporary, North End Fitness, 
Treasures of the Heart, Darling, Jems 
for you, Bohemia Consignment, 
Pharmasave, Rainbow Road Trading, 
Love my Kitchen, Cedar Mountain 
Studios, Thrive, West of the Moon, 
Cafe Talia, Salt Spring Inn, Seabreeze 
Inne, Mondo Trading Co., Twang and 
Pearl, Om Grown, Salt Spring Soap-
works, TJ Beans, Al’s Gourmet Falafel 
and Fries, Tree House Cafe and El 
Loco Taco. Also, it wouldn’t have 
been a show without our perform-
ers, who were all amazing. Make sure 
you go out and share in the art they 
are making: Marta from e.s.l., Billie 
Woods, Julia Beattie, Trinity Forbes 
and The Wild Romantics.

Rants and Roses

From left, Mark Smith, Daniel Hunter and Hayden Rabson, who 
were chosen by their peers to give the Class Representatives Ad-
dress at the ceremony. 

Just a few of the grads wearing dresses from the red 
colour spectrum were, from left, Kathryn Walker, Charlotte 
McIntyre and Jessica Schweighardt. 

Grad 2016 
Photos by Jen MacLellan 

Shuta Sato, left, and 
Jihee Choi come 
through the arch-
way and into the 
GISS gymnasium 
during the opening 
procession, with 
grad class family 
members standing 
to watch and take 
photos and video 
footage as their 
loved ones enter the 
gym.

Performance poet Taryn Muldoon shares 
A Forest to Grow In. Also performing at 
the ceremony were musicians Daniel 
Hunter, Genevieve Lightfoot, Liam Hack-
ett and Atom Emery. 
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5265 Trans Canada Hwy., Duncan 
250.748.2611 TOLL FREE: 1.800.496.2611

aquafunpools.ca

Have a splash of fun 
with the ones you love!

                Join us 
      at 11:30 am, Saturday June 18

for a treasure hunt 
and kids activities 
in Centennial Parkin Centennial Parkin Centennial Park

sponsored by

S Celebrating 21 Years S

In Ganges Harbour

250-930-BOAT (2628) 
Marine Mobile Service, Sales, Parts & Accessories 

161 Lower Ganges Rd. 

Explore our 
Island by 

road + sea

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM - 5:30 PM 
SAT 8  - 5:30  / SUN & HOLIDAYS 9-3 

general@windsorssi.com

Saturday, June 18
Boat Building & 

Build a Boat Race

Windsor Plywood
Windsor will offer $50 towards the purchase 

of materials per entry. Maximum $100 total per team.

10:30 BOAT BUILDING \ 2:30 BUILD A BOAT RACE: 
Launching from in front of The Local

10:30 BOAT BUILDING

Rental
Stop

TheRentalTheRentalTheRental
Your headquarters 

for parties!

We carry everything 
you need for a 
well-dressed event.Stop

TOLL FREE 1.866.538.0388     250.538.0388
www.rentalstop.ca  #1-327 RAINBOW RD.

Junior Golf Program 
www.saltspringgolf.com

Waterfront Patio, Incredible 
Menu & Features
Salt Spring’s 
Favourite Meeting Place!
250 537 5559

Great Food, Great Staff, 
Great Times...

Best Fish n’ Chips in town APPLE
PHOTO

&
IMAGING

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
6-121 McPhillips Ave.  250-537-9917  

applephoto@saltspring.com

Be a hero and help save lives.  
Call us! 250-537-2123

Ad Sponsored by Murakami Auto Collision

Be a hero and help save lives.  

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers 
available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. 

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers 

  s

altspring

Sea 
CaperSSS Celebrating 21 Years Celebrating 21 Years Celebrating 21 Years 

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907
Home Owners helping  HomeownersT

Have a 
great time 

at 
Sea Capers!
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CAN YOU 

BUILD A BOAT?

It might be your team that wins!

Grab your friends or coworkers 

and enter a team in this year’s 

Sea Capers Build-a-boat contest. 

Great prizes and tons of fun. 

Challenge your neighbors. 

SATURDAY EVENTS: JUNE 18 - CENTENNIAL PARK 
10:30 Boat Building - Register at Windsor Plywood & Island Escapades

10:30-3:00 Face painting - by Island Savings 
10:30 Mini Build-a-Boat - for Kids with floating pool

11:00-3:00 Rescue Services Demo’s 
11:00 Treasure Hunt/Kids Activities - in the Park

12:00-3:00 Band Shell Music & Sea Capers Celebrations.
2:30 Build a Boat Race: Launching from in front of The Local

           MOBY’S FISHING DERBY 2016
                      SALTSPRING REEL ACTION FISHING CHARTERS

$1000 - Biggest Salmon • $1000 - Reverse Draw
Prizes for: hidden weight, hidden cod weights and more!

Friday - 6pm registration  $100/person 14 and under $65.
7pm Calcutta Auction Everyone welcome! - Bid on a boat, if it wins the derby, you win the pot!

Saturday - Official Weigh-in 5pm - 6pm Derby dinner and drinks
Sunday - Final weigh-in 12:30 - 1pm

Lunch, Auction and PRIZES

Register at 250.538.8124 or mobyspub@gmail.com

June 17, 18 & 19
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Bach on the Rock 
Chamber Choir and Orchestra 

with guest conductor  

Michael Jarvis 
and guest violinist  

Paul Luchkow 
perform works by 

J.S. Bach 
W.A. Mozart 

Albinoni 
 
 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 2:30 pm 

All Saints’ by-the-Sea 
 

Tickets: 
 Mondo Trading Company, 118 Lower Ganges Rd  

Adults $18 in advance; $20 at the door.  Students $5. 

All Saints’ by-the-Sea

Peter Schnitzler

THE ARTCRAFT SHOWCASE GALLERY PRESENTS:

“Moving Parts”

Mahon Hall: June 10 to July 6
Opening: Friday, June 10, 6 to 8pm
Artist talk: Sunday, June 19, 2pm

Sponsored by Li Read

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

Open for Breakfast everyday at 
8am

Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where islanders & friends start their day”

email proof to: jada-lee@shaw.ca

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment
EXHIBITIONS 

Childhood memories infuse multi-generational show
Elders and SSE students partner up for 
special project 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Cookies and juice boxes replaced wine and cheese as 
the refreshments of choice during a special art show’s 
opening reception at the Salt Spring Public Library pro-
gram room on Thursday afternoon. 

The age range also stretched beyond the island’s usual 
Boomer-heavy art crowd, as local seniors and students 
from Salt Spring Elementary School came out to celebrate 
Memories & Connections: An Intergenerational Art Proj-
ect.

Eight residents of Braehaven and Greenwoods elder-

care facility stretched their memories way back 
to childhood for the interview project and art 
exercise with eight SSE girls from the Grade 
4/5 class. 

“We wanted them to make a sort of self-
portrait based on the interview. They worked 
side by side and through that they got to know 
one another, and some interesting things came 
out of that,” said art teacher Johanna Hoskins, 
who developed the project with an ArtStarts 
BC Artist in the Classroom grant. Further fund-
ing came from the Salt Spring Arts Council and 
canvases were donated by Mouat’s Trading Co.

Multi-media artworks based on the getting-
to-know-you questionnaire are on display in 
the program room for the month of June, along 
with the actual question forms the elders and 
their partners fi lled out. Altogether, the show 
provides fascinating insight into the personal 
history of some of our more aged community 
members, as well as a group of great kids grow-
ing up here today. 

Working in pairs, each person answered 
questions about what school was like, what 
pets they had and where they lived. Most of 
the elders had grown up somewhere far away: 
Scotland was home to three of the participants 
and others were born in Holland, England and 
South Africa. Just one person started out Cana-
dian and lived in Vancouver as a child. 

SSE group members were born on Salt 
Spring or had lived here most of their lives, and 
can expect a much longer school career than 
their partners, whose childhoods were inter-
rupted by war and other concerns.

Project co-leader Stella Weinert pointed to 
the strong community-building aspect of the 
experience. 

“I think the most positive benefi t from it was 
the residents and the children spending time 
together. They both enjoyed it,” she said. “And 
the residents just kind of light up when kids 
come in to visit, because it doesn’t happen very 
often.”

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Gilligan and Firestone photos on show 
Cafe show opens this 
Sunday 

Photographers Tom Gilligan and 
Curt Firestone have teamed up 
again. 

This time their photo-art will be 
seen for two months at the Fern-
wood Road Café, with the show 
opening on Sunday, June 12. Gil-
ligan and Firestone will be on hand 
at the 2 to 4 p.m. reception.

According to press material, in 
2005 Gilligan became interested in 
digital photography and began to 
experiment with the basic design 
elements of colour, shape, contrast 
and line to create abstract imag-
es from his photos. Using a very 
basic online post-editing program, 
he developed a form of abstract 
art photography, processing and 
changing original photographic 
images until he felt a strong emo-
tional connection with the work. 

Although his more recent work is 
less abstract, Gilligan continues to 

retain strong emotional ties to his 
photographs. In describing this later 
work, he talks about feelings of pres-
ence and place that were present 
when he took the original photo-
graphs and his hope that his images 
will communicate those feelings 
to others as a shared sense of the 
immediate moment. 

“What matters, in the words of 
Freeman Patterson, is not how we 
create our images, but that we create 
them,” said Gilligan. 

Firestone finds stories in faces. 
In this show people will see faces 
of people from around the world 
enjoying coffee. 

Many people see the world of 
digital editing as a method of taking 
a simple image and making it look 
real, or sharp or enhanced. Fires-
tone says he sees the world of digital 
editing as an opportunity to utilize 
the image as the basis for a work of 
art. First seeing the image and creat-
ing a photo; then the opportunity to 
utilize the photo in order to create a 
piece of art.  

Firestone’s work at the café high-
lights the role that coffee plays in our 
society: “Giving us a public place to 
meet, to discuss, to contemplate,” 
he said. 

Gilligan and Firestone have 
received prior acclaim for their artis-
tic photographs in the Driftwood 
and have participated in exhibitions 
on Salt Spring and Gabriola islands 
and in Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Victo-
ria, Puerto Vallarta and San Sebas-
tian, Mexico. 

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

From top, Salt Spring Elementary students Olive Goddard, left, and Sophia Lam, 
take in the Memories and Connections show they participated in during an open-
ing reception at the library program room; the pieces created by Fred Ascott and 
Patricia Griffi  ths.

“What matters, in the 
words of Freeman
Patterson, is not how we 
create our images, but 
that we create them.” 
TOM GILLIGAN
Photographer
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PAT WEBBER 
P O T T E R Y  S A L E

In the garden and studio
Saturday and Sunday, June 11th and 12th

10 am to 5 pm
425 Stewart Road

For more info: 250 537 8871

                   Please see our website at: 

www.dmarchitect.ca

Serving the Gulf Islands 
with experience, imagination, 
and professionalism.

Dennis Maguire Architect

HOPE BENEATH OUR FEET
RESTORING OUR PLACE 
IN THE NATURAL WORLD
with local author Martin Keogh
Join us for an evening of stories 
and ways to take action.

Library Program Room 
Thursday June 16 7:00pm
Co-sponsored by 
Transition SS

autHors 

GISS alumna succeeds with fantasy adventure novels
Kristi Charish at work on 
second series

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

This year’s graduating class at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School no doubt heard 
a lot about the future during speeches: 
something along the lines of how they 
can do anything they set their minds to 
in the strange world that exists beyond 
these protected shores.

Kristi Charish, who graduated from 
GISS in 1996, is proof that sometimes this 
really is true. After completing an extra 
year of high school so that she could do 
a year-long Rotary exchange in Brazil, 
she went on to complete a B.Sc. at Simon 
Fraser University and a PhD at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. But right now 
she’s focussing on the arts, having traded 
her academic career in genetics and zool-
ogy for that of professional writer and 
science-fiction podcaster.

As it turns out, the two paths are not 
entirely dissimilar.

Charish explained during a recent 
phone call from Vancouver that as a sci-
entist she looked for answers to specific 
questions by coming up with a hypoth-
esis and then doing experiments that 
would either prove or disprove the theory.

“Plotting out a novel is not that dif-
ferent, but in this case I’m working with 
characters,” she said. “I’m asking, ‘What 
do I think character X will do if this 
happens?” If the situation she creates 
as a result satisfies readers, she has her 
answer.

An avid reader with a lively imagina-
tion, Charish is putting her unique stamp 
on popular culture’s zombie craze while 
proving science and science fiction do 
mix (although along with dreaming up 
the complicated rules of how ghosts, 
zombies and ghouls interact in the “Oth-
erside,” she sometimes finds time for a 
little lab work). 

Charish will see four of her novels 
released in rapid succession this year. 
Coming out in August, Owl & the Electric 

Samurai is the third installation in a series 
published by Simon & Schuster Canada. 
Heroine Alix Hiboux, better known as 
Owl, is an “Indiana Jane” — an ex-archae-
ology grad student turned international 

antiquities thief 
whose dealings 
get even more 
complicated by 
s u p e r n a t u r a l 
interference. 

The Voodoo 
Killings, released 
b y  R a n d o m 
House Canada 
in May, was the 
first installation 

of a new series featuring another plucky 
female protagonist named Kincaid 
Strange. She’s a Seattle-based voodoo 
practitioner who enjoys a steady living 
until raising zombies is outlawed. The 
setting is more mystery than adventure, 

with a string of murders targetting the liv-
ing and the undead alike.

While creative thought is a necessary 
component of science research, so is a 
commitment to long hours of work and 
diligent attention to detail. Having those 
skills appears to have helped Charish 
propel herself into the covetted sphere as 
a writer who has an agent and deals with 
two different publishing houses.

Charish started writing her first Owl 
book at the same she was writing her 
doctoral thesis, after realizing a career in 
academia might not be what she wanted. 
She began with an hour of creative writ-
ing for every “work” hour, but the fun 
soon outstripped the work. As someone 
who loved the Indiana Jones movies — 
Charish actually started her studies in 
archeology and anthropology hoping to 
find that kind of adventure might exist — 
she created her own riff on the genre.

“There’s a saying ‘write what you 
know.’ I edit it to ‘write what you gravi-
tate towards and read,’” she said, adding, 
“There’s an escapism that I really enjoy.”

By the time she had a thesis ready to 
defend, Charish also had a novel. She took 
a year to see if she really did love fiction, 
developing her skills with night courses 
and free workshops from the Vancou-
ver Public Library. She also attended the 
more affordable conventions and made 
use of the resources offered there, such as 
learning how to write a query letter to get 
an agent.

Charish sent her first query letter and 
novel synopsis package to 10 or 15 agents, 
basing her choice on those who repre-
sented other writers she loved, no mat-
ter how famous. She heard back from a 
couple within the first 24 hours.

“Sometimes it can take you 50 agents to 
get a hit,” she said, advising other hopeful 
authors to put in the work like she did.

“There’s a lot of rejection, but I think 
what a lot of people out there need to 
know is that every agent out there is look-
ing for the cool thing to sell.”

Something Charish wants local writ-
ers to remember is that money should 
only ever flow to the author in the agent 

VIsual arts 

ArtCraft opens for 48th season
Filmmaker-painter 
Schnitzler is first 
Showcase artist 

The 2016 ArtCraft Showcase sea-
son opens with Moving Parts, an 
exhibit of paintings by Peter Schnit-
zler.

Running from June 10 until July 6 
on the stage at Mahon Hall in Gan-
ges, the opening celebration is from 
6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, June 10.

Peter Schnitzler is a documen-
tary filmmaker of great repute with 
over 200 completed films, often 
on social justice and psychological 
issues. He has been influenced by 
the jazz era, the colourfield paint-
ings of abstract expressionism, cin-
ema vérité and by his grandfather, 
Austrian novelist and playwright 
Arthur Schnitzler. 

“This heady artistic melange has 
led him in the last 10 years or so 
to express himself in painting, the 
fruits of which make up the Moving 

Parts exhibition,” 
states an ArtCraft 
press release.

“The paint-
ings, oil on can-
vas, appear as 
semi-autobio-
graphical studies 
and emotional 
expressions on 

the mechanics of life; from well-
oiled machines to fragmented, dis-
jointed, less-functional remnants 
of the power and symmetry of for-
mer selves. There is a real sense of 
time and movement that flows from 
canvas to canvas, charting the ups 
and downs of life and the universe, 
and then culminating gloriously in 
utter rage. As the progression contin-
ues, the methods of applying paint 
change, from precise geometric 
representations to explosive, angry 
dollops and swirls of thick oil paint. 
Each work is abstract but clearly a 
part, a cog, in the overall journey; 
needing to be seen collectively and 

then explored individually.” 
Accompanying the paintings is 

a collection of autobiographical 
thoughts and snippets of memoir, 
which offer the reader a look into 
the artist’s past and the chance to 
understand some of the emotions 
expressed on canvas.

This text will form the essence of 
an artist talk on the stage at Mahon 
Hall on Sunday, June 19 at 2 p.m., 
when there will also be the chance to 
ask the artist a question or two. 

ArtCraft opens its doors at 10 a.m. 
on June 10 for the 48th consecutive 
year, making it B.C.’s longest-run-
ning fine arts and crafts show. As 
ever, Mahon Hall will host the work 
of about 100 Gulf Islands artists, cre-
ated locally with skill and imagina-
tion. 

The Showcase series will bring 
work of the highest quality to the 
stage with four exhibitions over the 
summer, whilst outside the Land-
art series will have four installations 
around the hall.

relationship. While there are lots of scammers happy to 
prey on people’s dreams, in the professional publishing 
world agents are paid by commission and only after 
their clients get a deal.

Charish often spends time with her mother Lynda on 
Salt Spring, and is hoping to do an author event in late 
summer or early fall. Two more Kincaid Strange books 
are on the way and there are many more ideas in the 
works.

“The nice thing about writers is we always have 
another project on the go,” Charish said. “I’d like to do a 
science fiction — and some fantasy and YA.”

Charish will be posting more information about how 
to get published on her website. See www.kristicharish.
com for details.

Photo CoUrtESY oF VANCoUVEr PUbliC librArY

Author Kristi Charish, who graduated 
from GiSS in 1996. 

“There’s an 
escapism that 
I really enjoy.” 
KRISTI CHARISH
Penguin Random 
House author 

PETER 
SCHNITZLER



Wed. June 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Music & Munch 20th 
Anniversary Celebration and 
Open House.
All-day music and more at All 
Saints By-the-Sea. 10 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.
GISS Music: Spirits. 
GISS Music presents Spirits, a 
really big show comprised of 
the senior composition class, 
and selections from the guitar 
class, choir and GISPA music 
students. ArtSpring.  7:15 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at 
the Farmers’ Institute grounds. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Green Tara Sand Mandala 
Project. With Lama Tenzin 
Tsundu at Flying Dreams Studio. 
Public welcome to watch sand 
painting, which begins at 9 a.m. 
with a half hour of prayer and 
continues until around 5 p.m.
Gulf Islands Board of 
Education Meeting. 
Public meeting of trustees at 
the school board office. 1 p.m. 
An Introduction To Conscious 
Dying. 
Free public talk introduces the 
concept of Conscious Dying. Salt 
Spring Public Library Room 106. 
7 p.m.
Poker. 
Hosted by Albert and Rebekah 
every Wednesday at the Legion 
lounge at 7 p.m.  
SongJam. 
A pub-style singalong to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub every Wednesday at 8 p.m.   

Thur. June 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Peter Prince & Friends. 
Live at the Tree House Cafe. 7 to 
10 p.m.   
Open Mic. 
With Ross & Dave at Moby’s 
Pub. 8 p.m.
GISS Music: Spirits. 
See Wednesday’s listing.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Island Probus 
Meeting. 
Guest speaker is George Sipos 
expounding on Jane Austen, 
Donald Trump and the Nature 
of Knowledge. Meaden Hall. 
10 a.m.   
Green Tara Sand Mandala 
Project. 
See Wednesday’s listing.

Fri. June 10
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Everyday People & Paul 
LeCorre. 
Live at the Tree House Cafe. 7 to 
10 p.m.  
SS Arts Academy Year-end 
Recital. 
Salt Spring Arts Academy pres-
ents its year-end recital with 
choreography by Lisa Hall, Sue 
Newman, Rosita Larrain, Amber 
Tuttle and Sophie Rouger. 
ArtSpring. 7 to 9 p.m. 
The County Line. 
Victoria band rocks a modern, 
country vibe. at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

Fri. June 10
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Island Incorp. 
Study Committee Meeting. 
Public welcome to committee 
meeting at Lions Hall. 3 to 6 p.m. 
Smoke on the Water - Take 
Back the Night. A rally and 
march against violence against 
women in our community. 
Poetry, songs and speeches out-
side library starting at 5 p.m., 
followed by march through 
town, a lantern vigil, and back to 
Centennial Park for music, danc-
ing, picnic and harbour blessing. 
Art Show Opening: Eclectic 
Visions. Exhibit of 70 images by 
30 Salt Spring Photography Club 
members opens at Gallery 8. 5 
to 8 p.m.
ArtCraft + Showcase Opening 
Reception. The 2016 ArtCraft 
Showcase season opens with 
Moving Parts, an exhibit of paint-
ings by Peter Schnitzler, with an 
opening celebration at Mahon 
Hall from 6 to 8 p.m.   
Green Tara Sand Mandala 
Project. See Wednesday’s listing.

Sat. June 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Brothers. Every 
Saturday at The Local. 3 to 6 p.m.  
Synergy. Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.  
Bach on the Rock. Chamber 
Choir and Orchestra with guest 
conductor Michael Jarvis and 
guest violinist Paul Luchkow 
perform works by J.S. Bach, W.A. 
Mozart and Albinoni. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 7:30 p.m.   
Lover’s Touch with Sam Lewis. 
Live rock, folk, disco, dance, and 
psych soul at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Sat. June 11
 ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the Park. 
In Centennial Park. 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 
Pat Webber Open Studio. 
Pottery show and sale in the 
garden and studio at 425 Stewart 
Rd., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Salt Spring Dynamite Softball 
Games + BBQ. Final home 
games for U16 girls team at 
Fulford Ball Park. Salt Spring 
girls play games at 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m., with Peninsula and Lakehill 
playing each other at 1 p.m. A 
fundraising BBQ runs from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy AGM.  Annual gen-
eral meeting at Blackburn Lake 
Nature Reserve. 1 p.m. 
Boats in My Blood: A Life in 
Boatbuilding Book Launch. 
Barrie Farrell gives presenta-
tion about his new book at Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 5 
p.m. With special musical guest 
Alan Moberg. 
SSI Agricultural Alliance Farm 
Dinner Series. The first SSI 
Agricultural Alliance fundraiser 
dinner of the year is at Knoth 
Farm. 5 to 8 p.m. Info: plan-
2farm@gmail.com

Sun. June 12
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Bach on the Rock. 
Chamber Choir and Orchestra with 
guest conductor Michael Jarvis 
and guest violinist Paul Luchkow 
perform works by J.S. Bach, W.A. 
Mozart and Albinoni. At All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 2:30 p.m.  
Luke Wallace Trio. Live at the 
Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Sun. June 12
 ACTIVITIES  
Art Show Opening: Tom 
Gilligan and Curt Firestone.
Photography show opens at 
Fernwood Road Cafe. 2 to 4 p.m. 
Dissolution of Green Tara 
Sand Painting. 
Event follows week of man-
dala creation with Lama Tenzin 
Tsundu at Flying Dreams Studio. 
3:30 p.m.   
A Taste of Salt Spring. 
A special showcase of Salt 
Spring Island’s culinary stars. 
Included are wine and drink 
producers, chefs and caterers, 
food producers, farmers and 
growers. People can sample 
and graze and try some of 
everything. At ArtSpring’s gal-
lery, lobby & outdoor patio area, 
with live music. 4 to 6 p.m. 
Pat Webber Open Studio. 
See Saturday’s listing. 

Mon. June 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Nite Live. 
Special guest Janet Clouston 
and musical guests Bob & Alice 
join the Salt Spring Nite Live 
Players for an evening of sketch 
comedy and improv. ArtSpring. 
8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Ladies Putting League. 
Free every Monday at the put-
ting green of the SS Golf Course. 
Putters and balls provided. 3 
p.m.

Mon. June 13
  ACTIVITIES

Not-So-Silent Nights. 
Gather at the Tree House Cafe 
site for music and more to 
express support for the transfer 
of Manson Laneway to the CRD 
and the return of 111+ con-
secutive nights of music at the 
cafe. 6 to 8 p.m. Every Monday 
until further notice.  

Tue. June 14
 ACTIVITIES

Ganges Sewer Local Service 
Commission AGM. Annual 
general meeting. Portlock Park 
Portable. 10 to 11 a.m.
Highland Fernwood Local 
Service Commission AGM.
Annual general meeting. Portlock 
Park Portable. 1 to 2 p.m.
Maliview Sewer Commission 
AGM. Annual general meeting. 
Portlock Park Portable. 2 to 3 p.m.
Multi-agency Emergency 
Preparedness Exercise.
On Musgrave Road. 6 to 10 p.m. 
For info about volunteering to 
be an incident “victim,” email 
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca.

Tue. June 14
 ACTIVITIES

Cultural Competency and 
Reconciliation Discussion. 
At Xwaaqw’um Barns from 7 
to 9 p.m.  

Wed. June 15
 ACTIVITIES

Raising Community 
Awareness of Abuse and 
Neglect of Older People. 
A presentation by social worker 
Elizabeth Dow for World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day. Free at 
the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. 10 a.m.
Dying with Dignity. 
Representation Agreements – 
Who Will Speak For You? with 
Marcie Hogan. Salt Spring Island 
Public Library. 1 p.m.
Cyber-safety Presentation.
Expert Darren Laur gives session 
for parents at SIMS gym. 7 p.m.   
Bittancourt House Museum. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Poker. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
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  CINEMA

• Captain America: Civil War — With people fearing the actions of super heroes, the 
government pushes for the Hero Registration Act. This divides The Avengers, becoming a 
war between Team Iron Man and Team Captain America, while a new villain emerges.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Eclectic Visions 16 — the annual exhibition of the Salt Spring Photography 
Club — opens at Gallery 8 on Friday, June 10 with a reception from 5 to 8 p.m. Runs 
through June 22. 
• The 2016 ArtCraft Showcase season opens at Mahon Hall on Friday, June 10 
with Moving Parts, an exhibit of paintings by Peter Schnitzler. Opening reception runs 
from 6 to 8 p.m. ArtCraft also opens for its 48th season on June 10. 
• Duthie Gallery presents New Work, featuring three artists from one family showing 
together for the first time: Anna Gustafson, Paul Burke and Sofia Burke. The 
show continues till June 30.
• Salt Spring Gallery hosts an exhibition of landscape and nature photography by 
Kim Stewart and Jana Zachariou until June 16.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
 National
Theatre
 Live

Thursday 
June 
30th. 3pm 
matinee & 
7pm  Advance tickets at The 
Cinema 6 to 7pm Fri. to Tues.

June 10-16   Fri. to Thurs. 7pm 
and Sun. 3 matinee and 7pm Starts Friday June 17th

2hrs 26min
Rating: PG

• Christine Crombie presents “Lost and found again,” works in pastel at Kizmit 
Galeria/Cafe this month.
• Ceramic artist Pat Webber holds her open studio and sale at 425 Stewart Rd. on 
Saturday-Sunday, June 11-12 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Memories & Connections: An intergenerational art project of childhood 
memories by Salt Spring Elementary Grade 4/5 students and residents of 
Greenwoods and Braehaven is on display in the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room through June.
• David Wisdom presents London Belongs To Me, photographs and more, at the new 
Fault Line Projects exhibition space at 3106 Grace Point Square, through June.
• Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art presents Uncover Inuit Art - Art and Artefacts 
from the 19th century to the 21st century through June 26.
• No Restrictions: Three Women, Three Journeys, paintings by Wendy Wickland, 
Dulcy Wilson and Judith Borbas, is the ArtSpring lobby exhibit through June.
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 
• SOLID shows African art by Louise Adele. 
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by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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everything happening on Salt Spring
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Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Salt Spring Nite Live! 
Live sketch comedy by locals for locals. 

Monday, June 13th 

ArtSpring • 8 p.m.  

Fundraiser for SS Arts Academy. 

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  June 8   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions volunteers forced to do trash sifting for treasures
Community group 
dodges ire and junk

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Lions Club president 
Dorothy Christopherson takes a sin-
gularly hands-on approach to quality 
control at the organization’s weekly 
garage sale. 

If she’s not there to personally sort 
through donations as they come 
in, people are liable to slip in items 
the club doesn’t sell, broken goods 
or things that would otherwise be 
turned away.

That might seem like a strange way 
to treat a community service group 
that puts its profi ts back into worthy 
island causes, but both the dumping 
and the insults are distressingly com-
mon occurrences — so much so that 
the Lions have been forced to install 
security cameras and signs stating 
that bad conduct will lead to calls to 
police.

“The hard part is saying no and 
then you get the look,” Christopher-
son said while sorting donations at 
the Lions Hall on a recent Friday. 
“But why would we take a weed eater 
without its charger or attachments? 
It’s absolutely no go.”

“I don’t want to be rude, but I will 
be rude to you,” she added. “Don’t 
pick on the people volunteering here. 
It’s not nice.”

Christopherson has been at the 
Lions Hall virtually every Friday and 
Saturday morning since moving to 
the island a few years ago. She heads 

the women who run the housewares 
side of the garage sale, while the 
heavy lifting is left to the club’s men.

“This is one of our better programs 
because it gives people a chance to 
recycle what they don’t want, and it 
gives the less fortunate a place to buy 
what they need,” said Lorne Beau-
dette, a volunteer on the furniture 
and electronics side. 

He added that an informal “need 
or greed” pricing policy allows volun-
teers to pass on items affordably to 
those who truly need them.

Garage sale visitors will find an 
amazing variety of goods. In the 

housewares section, the treasures 
range from buckets of golf clubs and 
badminton racquets to coffee pots,  
frying pans and carpentry tools. 
There are bread machines, camping 
gear and a caged closet full of Christ-
mas ornaments. Ordinary house-
wares like dinner plates, mugs and 
teapots are plentiful. 

Local tow-truck driver Ron Dewar 
is a regular fi xture at the sale, sourc-
ing components for the lamps he 
makes by combining interesting 
parts. Some of his pieces were shown 
at the Tossed and Found art exhibit at 
the Salt Spring Gallery. Andy Thom-

as, another visitor on that day, was 
happy to pick up a new lacrosse ball 
after losing his at the park.

While community donations are 
the bread and butter of the opera-
tion, the constant wave of unwanted 
items threatens to overwhelm volun-
teers on a continual basis. Some of 
the housewares the Lions no longer 
accept include glass picture frames 
(with or without pictures) and books 
— the first because the glass kept 
breaking and the second because of 
lack of space. 

Many islanders don’t seem to 
understand that customers aren’t 
likely to want to pay for something 
that’s broken or dirty. In addition, 
there are things the organization just 
can’t accept.

“I don’t make the rules — the gov-
ernment does,” Christopherson said, 
citing Health Canada regulations.

These explicitly state that any-
one “holding a garage sale is legal-
ly responsible for ensuring that 
products being sold, whether new 
or used, are safe and meet current 
regulatory requirements.” Children’s 
toys, playpens and cribs, clothing 
and strollers especially must meet 
current standards. The Lions Club 
does not accept plush toys based on 
Health Canada advice. 

The May 27 shift involved deal-
ing with donations such as a stove 
hood fan (not accepted), a fl ashlight 
coated with corroded battery acid, a 
juicer that didn’t work, a box of loose 
paper plates and an old and dirty 
toaster oven. That is just a small sam-
ple of the unsaleable items received.

“Nobody’s going to say, ‘This is a 

pile of crap and I’m going to pass it 
on to you now.’ They all say it works,” 
Beaudette observed. 

Another problem volunteers face is 
the rejected donors who want to put 
their items in the Lions’ garbage bin as 
the next best option.

“They keep forgetting we have 
to pay for the bin. It costs money to 
dump,” Christopherson said.

Plans for the garage sale’s annual 
shutdown this summer include a reor-
ganization of the housewares area and 
the installation of a power cord closer 
to the sorting area.  

Leave ‘em laughing with your last words
Saddest thing I read in the news this 

week? A five-word newspaper head-
line over a story announcing the death 
of Alan Young, aged 96.

Chances are you’re too young to 
remember Mister Young, but if you’ve 
accumulated enough tree rings, I’ll bet 
you remember Mister Ed.

For the rest of you striplings, Mister 
Ed wasn’t technically a mister. He was 
a “talking” horse who starred in his 
own TV show for four seasons back in 
the 1960s.

Alan Young played Mister Ed’s 
straight man on the show. Hence 
the sad headline I referred to earli-
er: ACTOR LISTENED TO TALKING 
HORSE.

You never know how people are 
going to remember you after you 
croak. Which makes it a good idea to 
write your own headline, assuming 
you get the chance.

Oscar Wilde did. On his deathbed 
in a seedy hotel in Paris the Irish wit 
took one look at his surroundings and 
sniffed, “Either this wallpaper goes or 
I do.”

The Welsh poet Dylan Thomas was 
less witty, more matter of fact. Fol-

l o w i n g  a 
p u b  c r a w l 
through the 
s t r e e t s  o f 
N e w  Y o r k 
i n  1 9 5 3 ,  a 
woozy Thom-
as patted his 
m o u t h  a n d 
o b s e r v e d , 

“I’ve had 18 straight whiskeys. I believe 
that’s a record.”

It was also his parting line. Thomas 
collapsed and ended up in a coma. A 
week later he was dead of — quelle 
surprise — alcohol poisoning.

Last words don’t have to be depress-
ing. Bob Hope, for instance, managed 
to get off a rather snappy exit line. A 
funny one, too, as befits a man who 
spent his life trying to make people 
laugh. When his wife asked the dying 
comedian if he had any preferences 
as to where he would be buried, he 
looked up at her, winked and whis-
pered, “Surprise me.”

On that subject, O. Henry, the short 
story writer who specialized in sur-
prise endings, had a surprise ending 
himself. As family gathered around 

him on his deathbed his breathing got 
fainter and fainter. “Is he dead?” one 
whispered. “I can’t tell,” said another. 
“Feel his feet,” advised the attending 
doctor, “Nobody ever died with warm 
feet.”

At which point Mister Henry sat up, 
blurted “Joan of Arc did!”

And fell back dead.
But if I had to pick the most poi-

gnant curtain call, I’d give the nod to 
Major General John Sedgwick, com-
manding officer of the Union forces at 
the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House 
during the American Civil War. The 
Feds were lined up facing the rebel 
forces who were dug in several hun-
dred yards away. The Union boys, wary 
of deadly rebel snipers, were showing 
no inclination to march toward the 
enemy. 

Major General Sedgwick, in an effort 
to rally the forces, stood up, glared 
at the enemy lines disdainfully, then 
turned back to his own troops and 
roared, “What? Men dodging this way 
for single bullets! What will you do 
when they open fire along the whole 
line? I am ashamed of you. Why, they 
couldn’t hit an elephant at this dist . . .”

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

Lions Club president Dorothy Christopherson at Hart Bradley Hall during 
a recent garage sale Friday.

WIT & WHIMSY

Arthur
Black

HUMOUR 
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McNeill Audiology
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  H E A R I N G  C A R E

EXPERIENCED .  PROFESSIONAL .  AUDIOLOGISTS

The Waterfront, 5-9843 Second St., Sidney
www.mcneillaudiology.ca
admin@mcneillaudiology.ca

250-656-2218

• Hearing Aids  
• Hearing Aid Accessories
• Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     
• Hearing Aid Accessories• Hearing Aid Accessories

CELEBRATING 

20 years 
of service 

Katie MacDonald               Edward Storzer                          Chelsea Burdge

In Canada one expects that everyone, 
including older people, has a right to live in 
dignity. We often take it for granted. 

Research shows that the majority of older 
adults are very healthy, active, and often 
participate and contribute to their communities 
in meaningful ways, such as volunteering, and 
as financial supporters of all age groups in their 
communities. These active citizens usually 
have personal control over their lives, as well 
as having supportive networks of family and 
friends. 

However, some older individuals face a life 
of social isolation; sometimes due to life’s 

circumstances. Regrettably, there are others 
who are socially isolated deliberately and often 
controlled by others, thereby limiting their 
human rights to live in dignity. This persistent 
social issue, known as abuse and neglect of 
older people, is a phenomenon that has received 
attention in Canada since the 1990s!

The main types of abuse are physical, 
emotional and financial that range in severity; 
while neglect may be unintentional or 
intentional ranging from discomfort to death. 
We often think that strangers cause such 
suffering, but in fact, many studies define 
abuse and neglect as perpetuated by “persons 

in a relationship of trust.” Also, some abuse 
is known to exist within the home, as well as 
through provision of services for older people, 
and in care facilities. Abuse and neglect can 
be viewed at the individual, institutional, or 
societal level. 

It has been conservatively estimated that 
between four and to 10 per cent of older 
adults experience some form of abuse or 
neglect. With the anticipated growth of the 
population, there will be even more people 
suffering from abuse and neglect in the future.

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is June 
15. A free event, open to the public, will 
take place at the Salt Spring Library that day 
between 10 a.m. and noon. Dr. Elizabeth Dow, 
a social worker in the field of aging will give a 
talk entitled, “Raising Community Awareness 
of Abuse and Neglect of Older People.” 
Information will be shared regarding abuse 
and neglect of older people. Discussion will 
include whose problem is it, and what can we 
do as a community in response to abuse and 
neglect of older people? Please wear purple 
as a sign of support of World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day.

The following sponsors of this event are: 
Salt Spring Public Library, SSICS Seniors’ 
Wellness Program, Salt Spring Seniors Centre, 
Island Women Against Violence, Community 
Ministerial Committee and the SSI Health 
Committee.

It’s much more fun to horse around with friends — 
staying healthy and strong for life’s third act. I’ve 
earned it. 

It’ h f t h d ith f i d

Fun never asks 
how old you are.

Shot on location at Butchart Gardens Carousel

Independent and assisted living choices for today’s senior.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney
250.656.8827  

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
by THE TIDMAN GROUPwww.norgarden.com at Norgarden

june

In Canada one expects that everyone, 
including older people, has a right to live in 
dignity. We often take it for granted. 

Research shows that the majority of older 

circumstances. Regrettably, there are others 
who are socially isolated deliberately and often 
controlled by others, thereby limiting their 
human rights to live in dignity. This persistent 

Salt Spring
FOCUS ON SENIORS

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day – June 15
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Sherwood House
Independent Retirement Living with Supportive Services

Bright, spacious  
1 & 2 bedroom suites
Chef  prepared meals
Housekeeping/ laundry 
Safety, Security & Friendship
Activities & outings, Pet friendly
Furnished Guest suite

Premium suites available for occupancy!

280 Government Street, Duncan, BC V9L 0B5 
Call us at 250-715-0116   

www.sherwood-house.com

Seniors Program 

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 FOR MORE INFO
Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS 
DAY IS JUNE 15. 

A free event, open to the public, will take place
at the Salt Spring Library 

between 10:00 am – noon on June 15, 2016. 

Dr. Elizabeth Dow, a social worker in the fi eld of aging 
will give a talk entitled, “Raising community awareness 

of abuse and neglect of older people”

WEAR PURPLE!
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TANK PUMPING
250-537-8450
TANK LOCATING • DRAIN CLEANING 
INSPECTIONS

don’t forget 
pump your tank every 3-5 years
millscal@hotmail.com

BEST PRICE

here’s 
my card
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Vince Smythe Ph: 250-213-6316
info@smytheroofing.com Fax: 778-746-7310
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

250-538-8316
 www.SaltSpringRE.com  •  saltspring@yahoo.com  

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty

Scott Simmons

EduCatIon 

Grads reap apprenticeship windfall
Program gives 
students a career 
kickstart

Six Gulf Islands Secondary 
School graduates got a finan-
cial boost for a future in the 
trades at the annual Second-
ary School Apprenticeship 
Awards event.

The young Salt Spring-
ers with hopes for careers in 
carpentry, cooking, horticul-
ture and heavy equipment 
maintenance each received 
a cheque for $1,000 at a cer-
emony held in the GISS caf-
eteria in late May. The money 
was awarded based on the 
students’ dedication to their 
respective trades and com-
pleted more than 1,000 hours 
of job training.

Matthew Plumridge and 
Nick Pringle, for example, 
spent the year working full-
time as second-year car-
penters with Brad Bompas 
Construction and Lancer 
Construction. With kitchen 
jobs at Moby’s Pub and at res-
taurants in Victoria, Jordan 
Cottrell and Petra Goodlett 
are on their way to accu-
mulating enough hours to 
complete their Level-1 chef 
certification. Liam Sinclair is 
on the cusp of finishing his 

10-month apprenticeship 
as a heavy equipment tech-
nician with Harbour’s End 
Marine, and Josh Crandall 
amassed more than 2,000 
hours of work as a golf course 
horticulturalist by working in 
Australia over the winter.

Program coordinators said 
community support is invalu-
able for each apprentice.

“The employers are edu-
cators in their field who 
personalize the training for 

each apprentice to meet the 
needs of the learner,” reads a 
statement from Shari Ham-
brook, GISS’ apprenticeship 
and work experience teacher. 
“The Salt Spring Island trades 
community has invested 
wholeheartedly in local youth 
through the Secondary School 
Apprenticeship Program.”

Employers help train the 
young grads and set them on 
a course for a strong future in 
their chosen career.

The high school’s appren-
ticeship program has expand-
ed steadily since it was estab-
lished 10 years ago. The pro-
gram was just awarded rec-
ognition as one of the highest 
ranking secondary school 
apprenticeship programs in 
the province.

More information about 
apprenticeship programs at 
GISS is available under the 
“Programs” link at www.
gulfislandssecondary.ca.

naturE

Darkness and nightness are not the same
Detecting the dark, its 
energy and matter 

“Long after sundown,” our teacher 
commands, “go alone to a place beyond 
sight. Take no light. Write. There will be 
a quiz.”

I feel along a lane. It swerves to avoid 
my feet. Where the third eye watches, 
my forehead prickles its warning. A tree 
looms, misses with its arms but trips 
with its legs. Another rears. With a hug I 
disarm its mischievous intent.

I reach a meadow and sit. From my 
pack I take pad, pen, but no light. “To 
go in the dark with a light is to know the 
light,” Wendell Berry tells us. “To know 
the dark, go dark. Go without sight,/ 
and find that the dark, too, blooms 
and sings,/ and is travelled by dark feet 
and dark wings.” A nighthawk over the 
meadow says, “Indeed!” A vole in the 
grass agrees. For a moment there is a 
silence so pure you know it was an owl.

I write about nightness, which is not 
darkness. Earthly nightness is younger 
than darkness, younger than the sun, a 
come-by-chance effect of our spinning, 
orbiting planet. Night does not last; you 
can sleep through it. Night is local; you 
can fly past it. 

Night rises from the ground at dusk, 
threatening but never achieving full 
dark. Now a noctilucent cloud carries its 
faint freight over the meadow. Fireflies 
wink and sparkle in the nearby gloom 
just as stars do from afar. On winter 

nights, diadems of snow multiply the 
light from stars. On cloudless nights at 
any season the faint afterglow of ions 
irradiated by the day’s sun is every-
where. 

Starshine on my paper tells tales of 
life and death, some of the words con-
necting to bodies still vivid with the 

leap and roar of 
primal energy, 
others the last 
t e s t a m e n t  o f 
stars long since 
vanished.

D a r k n e s s 
i s  t h e  l a c k 
o f  i l l u m i n a -
tion. We find 
it in attics and 
caves and the 
future, which, 

as Rebecca Solnit pointed out, is “dark 
with a darkness as much of the womb as 
the grave.” (From her Hope in the Dark: 
Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities 
book.) The womb, birthplace of begin-
nings. The grave, empire of endings. 

Mathematics has kept me in the dark 

since the fifth grade, when I never could 
get columns of sums to come out right. 
Recently, astrophysicists couldn’t get 
sums from ordinary matter (quarks and 
photons and electrons and the like) to 
come out right, either. 

Some guess that the misbehaviour 
might reveal the effect of new forms of 
normal matter, like Higgs bosons and 
quantum fluids. Others think the error 
might be from something else entirely: 
dark energy and dark matter. Studying 
their own mathemagic, they reckon 
that five per cent of our universe is nor-
mal matter and light, found clumped in 
galaxies as gas clouds, stars and plan-
ets. Dark matter (not dark because it 
absorbs all light but because it is trans-
parent, hence invisible) comprises 
another 27 per cent. It hovers around 
galaxies. The rest, dark energy, is scat-
tered everywhere.

I perceive this meadow, the dim col-
umns of forest around it, the ghost-
ly distant mountains on the horizon 
and the dome of stars. They are part of 
the tiny fraction of the universe I can 
know through my senses. Obedient to 
instructions, I have scribbled this much 
on paper, possibly enough to pass the 
quiz. But I have written beyond the 
evidence of my senses into the realm of 
imagination.

As I have written, so I am. In a moment 
I will stand and reveal what I am, what 
we all are: creatures with bodies of clay 
but with legs that raise our face toward 
the heavens and carry our eyes from 
one wonder to the next. 

Photo bY JihEE Choi

From left, schools superintendent Lisa halstead, apprenticeship award-winning students Petra 
Goodlett, Nick Pringle, Matthew Plumridge, Liam Sinclair and Josh Crandall, and GiSS teacher 
Shari hambrook at the Secondary School Apprenticeship Awards event. Missing is Jordan Cot-
trell.
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For  moment 
there is a 
silence so pure 
you know it 
was an owl. 
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook
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Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884
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Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs

• Home & Care Facility Visits

Dan Hardy Denturist
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Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
• New Dentures

• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

johnxcaron@gmail.com  
250-537-7803

SERVING SALT SPRING WITH INTEGRITY FOR 30+ YEARS

NEW CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATIONS | HOME MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL | ESTIMATES

Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Pt. Sq.  250-537-1299

gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

i n d i v i d u a l
i n n o v a t i v e
i n s p i r e d
in your home...

12
for something lasting

Donna’s Deal of the Week

EMBE
BAKERY

$29.00 each

saleGanache Cake

I’m at merchant’s mews • 250 931 1113

AGING

Greenwoods welcomes new leader
Oliphant ready to 
‘redefine’  culture

By SEAN MCINTyRE
 D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Change is in the air when 
the glass door slides open at 
the Greenwoods Eldercare 
facility. The furniture is pushed 
aside, the walls are stripped 
bare and the walls are prepped 
for a fresh coat of paint. 
Through the lobby, around a 
sofa and behind the large glass 
case where family and friends 
of the complex’s 51 residents 
can buy a snack, some soap 
or a tube of toothpaste, Paul 
Oliphant is comfortable in his 
new office, even if renovations 
suggest the office may not be 
quite ready for him.

It’s been a month since his 
first day as executive director 
of the Greenwoods Eldercare 
Society. Besides watching over 
the goings-on at Salt Spring’s 
only subsidized complex-care 
facility, the role encompasses 
management of 31 assisted liv-
ing beds up the road at Brae-
haven, the island’s Meals on 
Wheels program, a bathing 
initiative and daytime-care 
services that enable seniors to 
live at home independently. 
Oliphant reports to a board of 
directors and Island Health on 
the satisfaction of residents, 
management and more than 
80 staff and countless volun-
teers.

Caring for the island’s elder-
ly is a complex and emotional 
job. Aging is a difficult busi-
ness with inevitable results, 
and Oliphant is tasked to cre-
ate a workplace that meets 
expectations of family mem-
bers, residents and employees. 
He’s also accepted the chal-
lenge to improve operations 
and prepare Greenwoods for 
the looming wave of seniors in 
need of care. 

It’s a formidable job, one 
that might not be the first 
choice of someone who retired 
from Calgary in 2009 following 
a 30-year career in child and 
family psychology, and mental 
health administration.

It wasn’t long before vol-
unteer opportunities came 
knocking. He began as a driv-
er with the island’s Meals on 

Wheels program and moved 
on to chair the Lady Minto 
Hospital Foundation. More 
recently, he has worked dili-
gently with other health-care 
service providers as chair of the 
Salt Spring Health Advance-
ment Coalition, a position that 
framed his understanding of 
health care on Salt Spring.

Vulnerable but 
venerable

Oliphant’s work on the coali-
tion showed him the dire need 
for continued work to assist 
Salt Spring’s elderly popula-
tion, a segment of islanders he 
respectfully calls the most vul-
nerable but venerable.

“These are the people we 
have to thank most for our 
existence and launching us 
in the right direction in this 
world,” he said. “Now, when 
they are in a state when they 
can’t care for themselves, is 
the opportunity to show them 
respect and appreciation by 
caring for them here.”

Oliphant takes charge 
as Salt Spring undergoes an 
unprecedented demographic 
shift. Within the next 14 years, 
the number of seniors on the 
island is anticipated to grow by 
147 per cent, according to Barb 
Aust, chair of the Greenwoods 

Eldercare Society.
“As a board of directors we 

were looking at rebuilding the 
culture here,” she said. “We 
wanted to make sure that they 
were supported and that they 
had someone at the helm who 
could lead them forward and 
bring them together in a way 
that they are honoured and 
respected.”

On leadership 
Oliphant acknowledges 

room for improvement. 
Employee morale needs 
a boost. Patient care can 
improve. That’s why he’s here. 
Refining systems through solid 
leadership is what he likes 
best. He has a self-proclaimed 
love of organizational reform 
and re-energizing.

He’s already set the process 
in motion. The day begins with 
rounds. Oliphant takes leave 
of his office and steps into 
the halls. He visits residents, 
speak to families and encour-
ages employees to share their 
thoughts.

He plans to schedule more 
staff meetings and set up a 
leadership team. It’s through 
these avenues that he hopes 
to stimulate conversation and 
elicit thoughts from staff.

“Staff meetings are often 
times opportunities for man-

agers to tell people what 
they’re going to do,” he said. 
“I believe that the purpose 
of a staff meeting is for lead-
ers to say ‘Where should we 
be going? What are the priori-
ties and how do we make that 
happen?’ Staff meetings are for 
discussion. If you really want 
to change things it has to be 
through active conversations 
and discussion amongst all the 
people who are part of what 
goes on.”

Throughout his career Oli-
phant has sought to lead rath-
er than manage, to inspire 
rather than command. He 
looks to provide a sense of 
joint ownership among man-
agers, staff, volunteers, resi-
dents and families.

“I don’t have a monopoly 
on wisdom,” he said. “My 
view is ‘I want to have as many 
smart people around me with 
great ideas as possible.’ I want 
Greenwoods to be the employ-
er of choice. I want people 
to be knocking on the door 
because they’ve heard this is a 
well-functioning organization 
where people are respected 
for their values, a place where 
they’re listened to and, if their 
idea makes sense, it’s acted 
upon.”

That stands for everything, 
he laughs, be it patient care or 
what colour to paint the lobby.

bOOk LAUNCh

Boats in My Blood author visits library
Singer-songwriter Alan 
Moberg joins Barrie Farrell 

Words, music and west coast culture 
will combine this Saturday, June 11 when 
boatbuilder and author Barrie Farrell and 
musical guest Alan Moberg get together 
at the Salt Spring Library Program Room. 

Farrell, now a Nanaimo resident, is 
one of B.C.’s most prolific and colour-
ful boat builders. In a hot-off-the-press 
book called Boats in My Blood: A Life in 
Boatbuilding, Farrell chronicles how he 

became one of the leading innovators in 
west coast boatbuilding, pioneering the 
use of fibreglass to give fishermen the 
ability to move quickly through water. 

He recalls his upbringing in Pender 
Harbour, North Vancouver and on Van-
couver Island in the 1940s and 1950s, 
through to 2016, still working on boats 
with hundreds of his vessels still seawor-
thy. 

“Boats in My Blood isn’t just about 
the boats,” notes press material from 
Harbour Publishing. “Barrie also shares 
the story of his life — the highs and the 

lows. His memories of growing up in 
Pender Harbour provide an amusing 
picture of fishing village life in the 1950s 
and his sharp eye for character makes 
for many amusing anecdotes. He is 
frank about his periodic battles with the 
bottle and bad business dealings, but 
through it all Barrie’s engaging character 
and unquenchable good nature shine 
through.”

Moberg also grew up in Pender Har-
bour and has written songs about fish-
ing and boating on B.C.’s south coast. 

Saturday’s event begins at 5 p.m. 

phOtO BY SEAN MciNtYrE

Greenwoods Eldercare Society chair Barb Aust welcomed the organization’s new executive 
director, paul Oliphant, to the team last month.



GET
NOTICED

Published in the first 
Driftwood of each month. 
Send your submissions to 

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com or drop 

them off at the 
Driftwood office. 
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 -  
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY  
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber  
any dimension. In stock ready to  
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDING SALE. “SUPER  
SAVINGS-ADDITIONAL 10% OFF  
NOW!” 20x21 $5,794., 25x25  
$6,584., 30x31 $9,600., 32x35  
$10,798., 42x51 $16,496. One end  
wall included. Pioneer Steel 1-800- 
668-5422 www.pioneersteel.ca

INFORMATION

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE.  
NO Risk Program STOP     
Mortgage and Maintenance    
Payments Today. 100%     
Money Back Guarantee.  
FREE Consultation. Call Now.  
We Can Help! 1-888-356-5248

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Do  
you or someone you know suffer  
from a disability? Get up to $40,000  
from the Canadian Government.  
Toll-free 1-888-511-2250 or
 www.canadabenefit.ca/free-assessment

HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT?  
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in Walking/Dressing?  
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax  
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply today  
For Assistance: 1-844-453-5372.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

 Career Training. By Employer 
Request, Canscribe is training to fill  
400 Medical Transcription positions.  
Train with the only accredited and  
AHDI approved online Canadian  
School.1-866-305-1165. 
www.canscribe.ca

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have  
work-at-home positions available.  
Get online training you need from  
an employer-trusted program.  Visit:  
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768- 
3362 to start training for your work- 
at-home career today!

START A NEW CAREER in  
Graphic Arts, Healthcare,  
Business, Education or Infor- 
mation Tech.  If you have a  
GED, Call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make  
$1000 A Week Mailing        
Brochures From Home! No  
Experience Required. Helping  
home workers since 2001!  
Genuine Opportunity. Start    
Immediately! 
www.MailingProject.net

TRADES, TECHNICAL

Vernon Service Company re- 
quires Journeyman Refrigera- 
tion/Gas Technician, D.L Re- 
quired. Call 1-250-549-4444  
pres@aslanservices.ca

URSULA GERTRUDE 
DYSON

(nee PAULMANN)
June 1, 1926 - May 5, 2016

URSULA DYSON (nee PAULMANN), 
89, passed away peacefully in Chilliwack, 
BC on May 5, 2016.  “Ushi” was born in 
Hannover, Germany and immigrated to Canada with her 
husband, Otto Holdack and children, Peter and Barbel 
(Brook), in 1952. They originally settled in Pioneer, BC, 
before moving to Vancouver in 1955. Ursula worked at 
the White Lunch and West Coast Woolen Mills before 
owning and operating a boarding house in Vancouver. An 
accomplished business woman during her working career, 
Ursula purchased a motel/camp in the Fraser Canyon, 
a motel in the Okanagan, and with her second husband, 
James (Jim) Sinclair, an RV Campground/Trailer Park in 
the Okanagan.

In 1977 they retired to Salt Spring Island.  Tragically, 
Jim died that same year.  Ursula lived and worked on 
SSI for more than a decade before moving to Chilliwack 
to enjoy her grandchildren.  She married Spencer (Don) 
Dyson, and over the last 26 years enjoyed RVing and 
winters in southern USA.  She loved animals, gardening 
and landscaping, cooking, knitting and travelling.   

Ursula Dyson is lovingly remembered by her husband, 
Spencer, son, Peter (Angela, Ex-Celine), and daughter, Brook 
(partner, Diane), grandchildren Bonnie (Luke), Curtis and 
Steven, and great grandchildren, Hudson and Owen.

A memorial service will be held when family and 
friends can gather.  Memorial donations may be made 
to SSI SPCA.

}

Sharon Gladys 
Lee

October 27 1945 - June 3, 2016

Born, lived and passed on Salt 
Spring Island, she loved home!

Sharon was predeceased by her 
brother Roy and parents; Cliff & 
Gladys.  She leaves her loving partner of 23 years, 
Alfred Gemperle, her 2 daughters, Nadine (Scott) 
Fraser and Erica (Daniel) Brooke,  Grandchildren; 
James, Thomas, Sid, Will and Megan, Sister, Colleen 
(Herman) Soule,  Brother, Patrick Lee, her closer than 
a cousin, Heather Melancon and many in-laws, nieces 
and nephews.

Growing up on Lee’s hill, family, friends and music 
were hugely important. A thread that carried on 
throughout her life.

Sharon was fi ercely proud of her girls and 
grandchildren.

A brief battle with cancer stopped her music.
Thank you to the Nursing Staff at lady Minto, Dr. 

White and Lynn Vanderwekken.
Special Thanks and love to her partner, Alfi e.  

He came into her life for 23 fantastic years. They 
complemented and completed each other. Loving her 
girls and grandchildren like his own. An amazing and 
selfl ess caregiver. Bless his heart.

No Service by Request.

John Paul Ban
Feb 1, 1968 - May 27, 2016

John is remembered by his 
sister Katarina Rothe and his 
many friends as a high-spirited, 
adventurous and loyal brother and 
friend.

In his earlier years, John lived 
in Alberta and Kamloops, but found his true home 
when he moved to Saltspring Island in 1996 and 
started his hair styling business. He formed warm, 
loyal and dependable friendships with the people 
around him; he often bonded with people over a 
mutual joy for outdoor adventure.  With his patient 
and mindful manner, he became an amazing nature 
photographer, portraying his love of the environment 
and outdoor activities. His easy going, agreeable and 
non-competitive nature made him easy to be around 
and fun to spend time with in the outdoors. Nature 
was his religion. The true business hours of his salon 
were ‘all cloudy days’ because during most of the 
sunny days,  he would be found on the slopes of 
Mount Maxwell or somewhere out there on his bike 
or in his kayak. He will be sadly missed by all who 
knew him.  

.,

Thinking of volunteering somewhere?
Check out opportunities at:

www.vcrsaltspring.org
or call 250 931 0039

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

INFORMATION INFORMATION

DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

Hospice Ad - June 8

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

Thank You

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CONSERVANCY AGM

TENTER AINMENT

NEW RESIDENT, young sen- 
ior seeking afternoon card  
players just for fun - Call Barb  
250 537-9540

INFORMATION

.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: Prescription Glasses  
on Rainbow Rd - 600 block
Claim at Driftwood office.

DEATHS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

 Automotive Service ManagerEmail Resume To marie.h@shaw.ca

 Chesapeake Charters250-600-2055claudegourlin@hotmail.com

HELP WANTED

CAREER OPPORTUNITY IN  
BEAUTIFUL ATLIN, BC Community  
Mental Health Counsellor Candi- 
dates must be: - Experienced with  
five years minimum and hold an  
MSW or equivalent level of educa- 
tion and experience, and be regis- 
tered with BCCSW or equivalent  
regulatory body. - Have knowledge  
of and be able to adhere to ethical  
norms and appropriate boundaries.  
- Be comfortable with a wide range  
of mental health clients, including  
grieving, trauma issues, and com- 
plex or dual diagnosis cases. - Be  
familiar with First Nation traditions  
and culture. - Be familiar with BC  
Mental Health Act and Privacy re- 
quirements. - Be self-motivated and  
comfortable working in a small  
northern community. - Provide nec- 
essary documents and a clear  
criminal record prior to hire. Please  
contact Big Water Society for full  
job description at: Big Water So- 
ciety, Box 432 Atlin, BC V0W 1A0  
Ph/Fax: 250-651-2460 or email at  
bwsociety@bigwatersociety.org

PERSONAL SERVICES

ART/MUSIC/DANCING

WANT DANCE IDEAS for  
confidence on any dance floor  
- free lessons - Call Barb  
250 537-9540

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad  
credit? Bills? Unemployed?  
Need Money? We Lend! If you  
own your own home - you   
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance  
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

PERSONAL SERVICES

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of   
dollars today! We can easily  
approve you by phone. 1st,  
2nd or 3rd mortgage money  
is available right now. Rates  
start at Prime. Equity counts.  
We don’t rely on credit, age  
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online   
www.capitaldirect.ca

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer  
Service for troubleshooting,  
software & networking sup- 
port.  We do house calls.  
250-537-2827 or cell 250- 
538-7017. Please back-up  
your important data now!

Foam & Futons

LASER PRINTER - Dell Multi- 
function Colour - Model 3115.  
$100  Call: 250 537-1119



CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

Invite the whole 
neighbourhood to 
your garage sale 

with a classified ad. 
CALL 250-537-9933

Invite the whole 

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM
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        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) Your social 
interests and involvements are on the 
rise and your mean business, literally. 
Who has what you want and need? 
This focus may, however, shift and 
enter into a lighter, more frivolous 
mood this week. Your ambitions remain 
strong and that may be the source 
of a fair amount of inner tension. Get 
outside yourself to balance the scales.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Your ‘to-do’ 
list continues to grow. Your focus has 
likely been strong over the past while, 
even though you have been tending to 
a variety of fronts. But you may feel like 
you are in overtime now. If so, set some 
clear boundaries both within and with 
others so you don’t overheat and suffer 
a meltdown. Communicate and share.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) You have 
begun to take new leads. Hopefully, 
you were able to get some downtime 
in over the past weeks. All the lights 
are green now to advance. Striking 
a balance between your own needs 
and those of others is extra important 
now. Knowing your limitations this way 
will actually serve to increase your 
confi dence levels.
 Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Ducking out 
of the social scene to tend to other 
matters is important now. The twist is 
that there may be so many details to 
address that this homework is keeping 
you busier than if you were focused 
to engage with others, as much as 
usual. As much as you would like to 
concentrate on creative interests, the 
nitty, gritty details won’t be ignored.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) Your social 
outreach continues. The urge to meet 
and greet will grow this week. You 
may, however, be contending with 
thoughts and feelings linked to the 
past. If any unresolved parental issues 
are lingering, they will be pulling on 
you. Still, you want to make some key 
moves with practicality in mind.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
The recent New Moon served to 
activate your public, social and 
professional life. Generally, this is 
an expansive time for you. Yet a 
combination of endings with fresh 
starts has required additional focus. 
Getting the attention you seek and 
feeling understood by others may 
be the result of heightened levels of 
sensitivity.

 Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) You are 
beginning to see a bigger picture. What 
was obscured, at least not so long ago, 
is now becoming clear. Positively, you 
know what you must do, as if suddenly. 
Your ambitions are running high yet 
you will have to make extra efforts to 
match these with your energy levels, 
confi dence, and drive.
 Scorpio  (Oct  22  –  Nov 21) 
Circumstances in the flow are 
calling you out to participate in 
affairs and activities that you would 
not normally respond to. This is 
requiring a pioneering attitude and 
approach. You may wish you could 
make things happen faster. Exercising 
more patience with yourself, others 
and the results of your efforts is extra 
important now.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) Your 
ambitions are on the rise. How to 
translate your talents and resources 
into greater returns has been a central 
theme. These returns may well be 
financial, yet they may also be the 
simple satisfaction of actualizing your 
potentials. With your social horizons 
expanding now, opportunities to be 
seen and heard are also increasing.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Inspired 
by creative aspirations, your powers 
of analysis are working overtime. You 
want to make improvements wherever 
and however possible. So, you need 
fresh ideas and leads. Shifting these 
from your mind, the dream phase, will 
require extra effort and deliberate 
action. Fortunately, these are some of 
your innate strengths.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) In the 
foreground, a playful and creative 
cycle continues. In-tune with the 
changing season, you are eager to 
engage. In the background, a growing 
determination to take actions that will 
increase your sense of security is 
also at play. Fortunately, returns for 
past efforts continue to inspire your 
confi dence levels.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) A cry for 
freedom from deep within is now 
beginning to hit the airwaves. What 
you are seeking freedom from, or what 
you would like to do with it, depends 
on you. Either way, it is inspiring new 
thoughts, ideas, plans, and strategies. 
A growing sense of responsibility to 
your success is a call to action.

TIP OF THE WEEK
Last week’s triple conjunction New Moon of Sun, Moon and Venus in Gemini is entering 

its fi rst quarter turn. Creating and perpetuating a reliable and satisfying state of harmony on 
relationship fronts is one of the basic themes of this cycle. Whether personal, familial, social 
or professional, achieving harmony with others is ever important and it is extra important now. 
Looking at the bigger picture, all the signs of change are there. These are not simply wanted, 
they are needed. In many respects, it is simply the current realities of the human condition. A 
lot of blame is on the airwaves, especially in the U.S. Blame, scapegoating, negative criticism of 
others, lack of empathy and active aggressive are never the solution but are common reactions. 
Adaptation, strategy, and co-creative vision are what the world needs now. As I emphasized 
in my recent newsletter, outer relationships are founded upon inner relationships. For each of 
us, the primary relationship is ever within, with our own body, mind, heart and soul. Astrology 
teaches that we have a destiny and understanding it better is the key to being awake, authentic 
and integral in the deeper sense. Doing so inspires confi dence, courage and action supported 
by a vision that refl ects a deeper relationship with existence. Achieving this deeper and higher 
state of relationships is what the world needs now and it begins with each one of us.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.....................................................................................................
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FULFORD

GANGES

VESUVIUS

DRIFTWOOD GARAGE 
SALE KITS

Everything you need 
for your Yard Sale!

Includes posters, price 
stickers & your classifi ed ad 

published in the Driftwood 
on Wednesday

ONLY $20.00!
CALL TODAY 

250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALES

130 ARNELL WAY - Sat. 
June 11 - 9am - noon.  Great 
selection of fascinating stuff

2551 FULFORD GANGES 
RD. Sat. June 11, 9am - 2pm. 
Household, women’s clothing, 
tools, garden tools, camping.

GARAGE SALES

223 CORMORANT CRES., 
Saturday, June 11, 8:30 am - 
2:30 pm. Moving Sale, Every-
thing must go - something for 
everyone! 
Please park in Cul de sac.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

MISC SERVICES

PETS

BOARDING

PARROT Boarding - Too Cra-
zy Birdy Hotel Book now for 
summer www.toocrazybirdy-
hotel.com , a safe, secure, lov-
ing setting. Budgies to Ma-
caws toll free 1 -844-219-0731 
for reservations

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE MERCHANDISE FOR SALE MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

FREE: MAINSAIL - older (big) 
can be used for covering/ 
stacking items. 250-537-1133

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails
250-653-4165

REAL ESTATE

GULF ISLANDS

GALIANO ISLAND, beach prop, $667K 
1950 sq.ft. 3 bdrm 2 bath, plus rental 
cabin. galianobeachhouse.com
(604)761-6935

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

Island Explorer

STORAGE

MID ISLAND STORAGE

RENTALS

 WANTED TO RENT

SINGLE MALE, 64 seeks ren-
tal accom. in or near Ganges 
ASAP.  Terry: 250 931-7204

TRANSPORTATION

UTILITY TRAILERS

ROBIN RICHARDS













Invite the whole neighbourhood to your garage sale 
with a classified ad. CALL 250-537-9933

STARTS AT
$20.00!

CALL TODAY
250-537-9933

LET’S
CELEBRATE!

say
Happy Birthday...

Happy Anniversary...
Wedding 

Announcement...
New Baby

you name it, 
we can 

celebrate it!
$52.50

(DRIFTWOOD & EXTRA)

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
Basic FOODSAFE. Monday, 
June 27 from 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
$80.  Harbour House Hotel. Call 
Sheri 537-1883 to register.
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$249
   per unit 

EASY AS 1-2-3
INSTALLATIONINSTALLATION

Find location 
in ceiling 

between joists

Trace 5 3/4" hole 
(template provided) and 

cut with drywall saw

Slide HAVEN 
into hole, turn 2 
locking screws

1 321 32

HEAT ACTIVIATED 
AUTOMATIC

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

ONLY 
LOOKS
LIKE 

a smoke 
detector

INSTIIIIIIIINNNNSSSSTTTT

$249
per unit   

43% OF ALL
HOUSE
FIRES

Start in the kitchen.

For peace of mind call Haven In Your House...

Ryan Thorburn 250.702.6250

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island.

If you have 
information on any 

of our streets, 
please contact 

us at: 
250-537-9933 or 

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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SOFTBALL 

Dynamite on top in double header
Final home games 
and BBQ this 
Saturday 

BY CARLIE ASTON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Salt  Spring Dynamite 
beat their Langford oppo-
nents by scores of 5-3 and 
11-2 on Sunday, May 29. 

Br i a n n a  Wi l s o n ,  E l l a 
Baker and Emma Ham-
brook pitched some great 
innings, while out on sec-
ond base, Bronte Mah made 
a great double play while 
Grace Schure caught a cou-
ple of challenging pop flies. 

Kate Ponsford played 
hard at first and got count-
less runners out. Mean-
while, at home plate, Lilly 
Campbell hit a grand slam 
and Brianna Wilson also hit 
a home run. 

Baker and Wilson both 
slid into second base to be 
called safe. 

Salt Spring fought hard 
and were rewarded with 
winning score lines. 

The U16 team hosts a 
mini round-robin tourney 

at home on June 11 and will 
hold their final fundraising 
BBQ. The funds are raised 
to pay for travel costs and 
equipment. Mark your cal-

endars to come down and 
enjoy a Dynamite burger 
and watch some fun, fast-
paced softball. 

Salt Spring girls play at 11 

a.m. and 3 p.m., and visitors 
Lakehill and Peninsula will 
face off at 1 p.m.

The BBQ runs through-
out the day. 

ROWING 

Islanders back from rowing ‘Mecca’
National event 
experience

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A contingent of Salt 
Spring rowers dove into 
the heat and humid-
ity of southern Ontario 
over the weekend to par-
ticipate in the Canadian 
Secondary School Row-
ing Association annual 
championships.

“They did awesome,” 
said coach Stacy Mitchell 
in an interview following 
her return to Salt Spring 
from the elite interna-
tional competition.

Rory Johnston fi nished 
10th overall in the singles 
competition and came 
in 15th place with team-
mate Alexander MacKen-
zie in the doubles event.

Johnston and MacKen-
zie dipped their paddles 
alongside about 3,000 
competitors from across 
North America under the 
gaze of sharp-eyed scouts 
and coaches from some 
of the world’s top univer-

sities and national teams.
Mitchell said she and 

her modest squad of 
island rowers arrived at 
the St. Catharines Row-
ing Club a few days early 
to handle the adjustment 
and ease into the excite-
ment.

“It’s kind of like the 
Mecca of rowing,” she 
said. “There’s nothing like 
that on the West Coast.”

The 71st-annual CSSRA 

championships attracted 
126 clubs from the high-
est-ranking high schools 
in North America. The 
event featured more than 
750 races over three days.

Johnston and MacKen-
zie earned their way to the 
event by selling burgers 
outside Country Grocer 
and collecting refunds 
from empty bottles. Dur-
ing an interview before 
the trip, the pair wrote 

about how incredible it 
was to be on their way to 
the national champion-
ships.

“We’ve received such 
positive support from 
everyone we’ve talked 
to, and we’re really kind 
of honoured to be repre-
senting our island and our 
school,” they wrote in an 
email. “We’re so excited.”

The pair trains along-
side the Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School rowing 
squad, hitting St. Mary 
Lake for about six two-
hour sessions per week. 
As if that weren’t enough 
of a workout, the athletes 
spend ample time on row-
ing machines to refine 
technique and push their 
cardiovascular endurance.

“We both love rowing 
so much because, like few 
sports, it can provide lots 
of powerful feelings that 
you can’t get anywhere 
else, like being out on the 
lake watching the sun-
rise, to the pure foamy-
mouthed adrenaline of 
the two-kilometre races,” 
they wrote.

PHOTOS COURTESY SS DYNAMITE

From left, Salt Spring Dynamite U16 player Lily Campbell hits the ball and Kate Ponsford makes 
a catch in the fi eld during their victories against Langford. The girls play their fi nal home games 
this Saturday, June 11 and welcome local supporters to watch and take in their barbecue.

PHOTO COURTESY GISS 

Rower Rory Johnston.
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road 250.537.1402

RECREATION EXCELLENCE
Rainbow Road Indoor Pool

Father’s Day 
Triathlon

Our 6th annual triathlon- distances are short to 
encourage those who have never done triathlons 

before to participate. Do it with your dad!
Fun for the whole family!

Date: June 19th
Registration begins: 9:00am

Races Start: 10:30am be there at 10:00am
Kids heat starts at 11:00am or 12:00pm

SWIM -
Rainbow Road Indoor Pool
Adult: 500m
Child: 200m

BIKE -
Rainbow Rd, Booth Canal Rd, 
Lower Ganges Road Loop
Adult: 20km
High school, Kanaka Rd, Rainbow Road Loop
Child: 5km

RUN -
High school, Kanaka Rd, Rainbow Road Loop
Adult: 5km
Child: 1.25km 

Cost: $40 per adult/ $20 per child/ $60 per team

ALSO
Come celebrate Rainbow Road Indoor Pool’s 

8th Birthday!
June 19th

Snacks served from 12:30pm with a cake at 1:00pm
Join us for a free swim afterwards from 1:30pm-5:30pm

For more information 
call the pool 250-537-1402

Our 6th annual

CyClING

Book traces scenic routes
Author encourages 
two-wheeled 
exploration 

By SEAN MCINTyRE 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

John Crouch doesn’t both-
er to sugar coat the reality 
that inevitably befalls cyclists 
on the islands; he takes on 
the subject of hills by the han-
dlebars in Cycling the Islands, 
a newly released guidebook 
to scenic cycling routes on 
the San Juan and Gulf islands.

“When we’re on our bikes,” 
he writes, “the fact of ferry 
terminals being at sea level 
and all but the most fortu-
nate of island residents living 
upland makes even our initial 
encounter with the islands a 
physical effort.

“‘That #$%@ ferry hill’ is the 
derisive expression heard on 
all the islands.”

With that warning made 
clear from the outset, Crouch 
is quick to list the benefits 
of using a bike to explore 
the “bucolic, peaceful and 
extraordinary variety of places 
and people that define the 
islands.”

The book, released last 
month by Victoria’s Rocky 
Mountain Books, represents 
more than a decade devoted 
to cycling islands large and 
small. The book includes 
36 routes, spread from the 
cycling Mecca of Lopez 
Island in the deep south to 
the sister islands of Hornby 
and Denman, the latter now 
being connected to Vancou-
ver Island by the world’s lon-
gest cable ferry.

Crouch lived on Denman 
during the ‘70s and ‘80s. He 
now calls Victoria home, but 
he and his wife still pack their 
hiking boots and hop on their 
bikes for a twice-annual pil-
grimage to Pender Island. 

“I’m used to island life,” 
Crouch said in a recent inter-
view. “They are uniformly hilly 
as you know, but they are uni-
formly friendly from a popula-
tion point of view.”

The guide includes infor-
mation about how to reach 
the islands, travelling between 
the islands, accommodation 
options, weather, safe cycling 
tips and the islands’ flora and 
fauna.

Each of the 36 routes pre-
sented in the guide includes a 
summary of what to expect as 
well as notes on terrain, points 
of interest and distance. 

Crouch is the author of 
three guidebooks to walk-
ing, cycling and hiking in the 
Victoria area. His memoir, Six 
Highways to Home, chron-
icles a cycling journey from 
the Yukon to Victoria. Having 
pedalled so many kilometres 
on the islands, he said, the 
cycling guide felt like a natu-
ral follow-up.

As a life-long athlete, writer 
and former magazine edi-
tor, Crouch wants to write 
guidebooks that inspire 
healthy, active lifestyles. He 
said cycling can give island 
visitors and residents the 
chance to connect with their 
surroundings on a more inti-
mate level. It’s easier to stop 
and snap a photo or sample 
a roadside farm stand when 
travelling by bike. The fre-
quent rest stops offer time 
for quiet contemplation and 
chance encounters. 

“You’re just closer to the 
earth on a bike,” he said. 
“You’re closer to the smells 
and the sights and the 
sounds.”

Crouch encourages any-
one with even a passing inter-
est in cycling the islands to 
get out and do it. The region 
abounds with scenic routes 
for day trips and extended 
tours, he added, and the hills 
will only make you stronger.

GOlf

Lady putters league launches
Monday afternoon activity 
now in full swing

By MARCIA HOGAN
D R I F T W O O D  C O n T R I b u T O R

The newest league at Salt Spring Island 
Golf Club is the Monday afternoon ladies 
putting league for novice golfers. It runs 
from 3 to 4 p.m. just prior to the Monday 
night ladies group. The game can be com-
pleted in one hour.

In Gulf Islands play the Salt Spring team 
lost the Bambrick Cup to Ardmore, but 
picked up the Appley Trophy for low team 
net. Our own Jordan Haenen won the indi-
vidual low gross Alf Evans Trophy.

At home, the men had three trophies 
up for grabs in the Morris Mouat Matson 
Tournament. Don Sharp picked up the 
Morris Cup for low net with a 68, followed 
by Don Nemeth, who shot 71. Awarding of 
the Mouat low gross trophy will depend 
on the results of a playoff between Mike 

Horan and Todd Erickson, who both card-
ed 79. This was the qualifying round for the 
Matson Match Play tournament, which 
will continue for the next few months.

Game of the week for the 18-hole ladies 
was first and last. In this game, the score 
on the first four holes are paired up with 
the scores on the final five holes. Gross 
winners were Jane Hickie with 43, Dora 
Reynolds 47, Carolyn Sharp 49 and Mar-
cie Hogan at 50. Net winners were Franki 
Johnstone with 36, Karen Davies 38, Glad-
ys Campbell 38 and Joni White with 39. 

To determine these winners, golfers 
use a handicapping system which will 
equalize competition between players. 
All league players require a handicap. A 
handicap index is calculated by submit-
ting a minimum of five 18-hole scores or 
10 nine-hole scores to the handicap chair 
in your league. A gross score is the number 
of shots you took. A net score is calculated 
by subtracting your handicap from your 
gross score.


