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your business?  Call 
Jennifer, 250-537-9933

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s emergency program coordinator 
says last week’s M4.8 earthquake offers islanders a  
warning to be on guard at a moment’s notice.

“This makes people realize that this kind of thing 
can happen at any time of day,” said Elizabeth 
Zook. “People have to realize that that their lives are 
depending on this.”

Thousands of people across the south coast 
reported feeling the ground shake at 11:39 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 29. 

Within minutes of the tremor, a torrent of emails. 
tweets and telephone calls began to fl ood Zook’s 
cellphone.

“I was sleeping and woke up with my daughter 
saying: ‘Mom, the roof just moved,’” she said. “The 
next thing I knew, the texts were coming in.”

By the following morning, Zook received nearly 
70 reports from emergency POD leaders across the 
island. She said the shaking appears to have been 
strongest, lasting up to 10 seconds in some cases, 
on Salt Spring’s south end. Many people report that 
furniture moved, dishes rattled and pictures shook. 
Household animals are also reported to have react-
ed to the quake in certain homes.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

TAKING DONATIONS: Taylor Montalbetti greets visitors to the Jan. 1 Syrian refugee group 
benefi t at Fulford Hall, which raised some $10,000. A Salt Spring Refugee Sponsorship Group Fun-
dRazr campaign is still collecting contributions for the cause.   

Quake
offers
wake-up
call
Islanders’ reactions impress
emergency coordinator 

Assessed
values
rise 
modestly
Gulf Islands bypassed 
in south coast surge

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Like all B.C. residents, Gulf 
Islanders will start finding 
their 2016 notices of property 
assessment in the mail this 
week, but compared to the 
provincial average will find 
only a modest increase in valu-
ation.

The total value of real estate 
across the province went up 
11.1 per cent in 2015, but the 
owners of more than 360,000 
residential properties assessed 
throughout the Vancouver 
Island region will see changes 
of minus five to plus 10 per 
cent.

Regional assessor Reuben 
Danakody said the shift is even 
narrower in the major south-
ern Gulf Islands. Most proper-
ties will have seen from fl at to 
moderate increases in value, 
or between one to four per 
cent. A typical home that was 
assessed at $371,200 in 2015 
likely went up to $385,500 in 
2016. 

“There will be variations 
depending on things like loca-
tion, [and] if there’s a view or 
not a view,” Danakody noted.

PROPERTY VALUES
EMERGENCY

EARTHQUAKE  continued on  2
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

Bumps and jolts, rumbles and rattles reported

D e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e 
quake ranged from a feel-
ing of bumps, jolts and 
rolling to elephants push-
ing against  the house. 
Sounds used to describe 
the event include: rum-
bling, rattling, implosion, 
whomp, thud and huge 
boom.

Eighty-eight per cent 
of respondents provid-
ed infor mation within 
16 hours of the quake, a 
number that shows word 
is slowly getting out about 
emergency preparedness 
on the island, Zook said.

“We got responses, so 
that was a good thing,” 
she said. “People in the 
P O D  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y 
need to respond.”

Zook said she heard 
from representatives in 
33 out of the island’s 53 
POD areas.  The neigh-
b o u r h o o d  P O D s  h a v e 
been established to pro-
m o t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
and mobilize resources in 
the event of a major natu-
ral disaster.

The ear thquake is  a 
r e m i n d e r  f o r  p e o p l e 
across Salt Spring and the 

rest of the Gulf Islands to 
ensure emergency kits are 
ready and to follow the 
proper “drop, cover and 
hold on” response.

“People have got to get 
prepared, because we’re 
isolated,” she said.

Kim Young, a manager 
at Mouat’s Home Hard-
ware, expected the earth-
quake and ensuing media 
frenzy to kick off a run 
on preparedness supplies 
the following week, but 
crowds never arrived.

“I was thinking, ‘okay, 
here we go,’ but was really 
surprised,” she said, add-
ing that people may sense 
a bit of complacency fol-
lowing the jolt.

D e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a -
t i o n  a b o u t  e m e rg e n c y 
kits and natural disaster 
preparedness  is  avai l-
able through the Capital 

Regional District’s emer-
gency preparedness pro-
gram at www.crd.bc.ca 
or via email at ssiepc@

crd.bc.ca. The group dis-
tributes an email news-
letter with details about 
workshops, resources and 
emergency strategies.

Zook said the earth-
quake’s late-night tim-
ing suggests it’s a good 
idea to keep a spare pair 
of shoes and a headlamp 
near one’s bedside. She 
r e c o m m e n d s  p e o p l e 
take measures to secure 
objects  l ike  paintings, 
mirrors or bookcases that 
could topple onto unsus-
pecting sleepers at night.

“ You have to  under-
stand all the hazards in 
your house,” she added.

According to informa-
tion from the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, the M4.8 
quake was centered about 
10 kilometres south east 
of the Victoria Interna-
tional Airport or rough-

ly 24 ki lometres south 
of Fulford Harbour. The 
quake originated about 
52 kilometres below the 
earth’s surface. Zook said 
the earthquake’s depth 
means aftershocks were 
unlikely.

Natural Resources Can-
ada estimated the quake 
measured M4.7. 

BC Hydro reported no 
outages  occurred as  a 
result of the quake and no 
tsunami warnings were 
issued.

Anyone who felt  the 
quake can submit obser-
vations to the USGS by 
f o l l ow i n g  t h e  l i n k s  a t 
earthquake.usgs.gov. The 
information gives seis-
mologists in Canada and 
the United States impor-
tant data to learn more 
about earthquakes in the 
region.

Better real estate market cited
The modest uplift correlates 

to slightly larger increases in 
valuation for the Lower Main-
land and Greater Victoria area, 
which average from two to 
eight per cent, he added.

“That’s a positive side, see-
ing some improved confidence 
in island real estate,” Dana-
kody said.

While Salt  Spring proper-
ties in general saw a down-
ward trend in 2015, some large 
south-end acreages had a sig-
nificant increase. So far there 
does not seem to be a similar 
anomaly for any neighbour-
hoods in 2016.

There were 13,190 proper-
ties in total number on the 
assessment roll  for the Gulf 
Islands area in 2016, a slight 
decrease from 13,216 in 2015. 
The total value of real estate 
is $5.79 billion, a decrease of 
approximately -0.68 per cent 
from $5.83 billion in 2015.

Assessed value from new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s u b d i v i s i o n s 
and rezoning was significant-
ly down, accounting for only 
$49.47 million this year. That 

figure was almost $72.76 mil-
lion for the 2015 assessment 
roll.

Salt Spring is home to the 
12th highest valued residen-
tial property in the Vancou-
ver Island area, with 466 Scott 
Point Dr. assessed at $7.956 
million. It was the only Salt 
Spring property to make the 
top 100 list for the region. 

Two Pender Island proper-
ties also made the top 100: at 
$4.652 million, 8970 Gowlland 
Point Rd. was number 68, and 
9929 Boundary Pass Dr. was 
number 96 at $4.074 million. 

People with higher-valued 

homes may be eligible for a 
break on their property taxes 
t h i s  ye a r,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  a n 
announcement made by the BC 
Ministry of Finance on Tues-
day. The threshold for receiv-
ing a full home owner’s grant of 
$570, previously set at homes 
valued up to $1.1 million, has 
been increased to $1.2 million. 
Those whose home values are 
above the threshold may still 
be available for partial grants. 

Homeowners who face dif-
ficulty keeping up with rising 
property assessments in B.C. 
may also be eligible to defer 
all or a portion of their prop-
erty taxes. The property tax 
deferment program provides 
low-interest loans that allow 
eligible homeowners to defer 
payment of annual property 
taxes until their home is sold 
or becomes part of an estate. 
This program is available to 
owners who are 55 or older, 
surviving spouses of any age, 
and persons with disabilities. 
Families who are financially 
supporting children may also 
qualify.

More information about is 
available at gov.bc.ca/proper-
tytaxdeferment. 

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN

TINSEl, Too: the sinkhole at the bottom of Ganges hill and the 
pylons used to warn drivers about its existence prove a perfect spot for 
a christmas tree.  In recent weeks the site has also seen rubber ducks 
taking up residence in the “pond” and a sign that stated “What were you 
sinking?”the Ministry of transportation and Infrastructure is reportedly 
seeking assistance from a drainage expert outside the ministry to find a 
solution to the chronic water runoff problem. 

ASSESSMENTS 
continued from 1

“That’s a positive 
side, seeing some 
improved confidence 
in island real estate.” 
REUBEN DANAKODY
Regional assessor,
BC Assessment

EArTHQuAKE  
continued from 1

DRIftWooD fILE Photo

Emergency program 
coordinator Elizabeth Zook: 
pleased with PoD response 
after earthquake. 

“You have to 
understand all the 
hazards in your 
house.” 
ELIZABETH ZOOK
Coordinator, 
SSI Emergency Program
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The Gulf Islands Contractors Directory will be published 
in January, watch for the magazine in your Gulf Islands Driftwood.

If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide is essential 
in helping you � nd professional contractors 

and suppliers to help you get the job done right.

Call 250.537.9933 for more details.

The Gulf Islands Contractors Directory will be published in 
January, watch for the magazine in your Gulf Islands Driftwood.

If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide is essential 
in helping you � nd professional contractors 

and suppliers to help you get the job done right.

Call 250.537.9933 for more details.

The Gulf Islands Contractors Directory will be published in 
January, watch for the magazine in your Gulf Islands Driftwood.

If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide is essential 
in helping you � nd professional contractors 

and suppliers to help you get the job done right.

Call 250.537.9933 for more details.

The The The The 
in January, watch for the magazine in your Gulf Islands Driftwood.

The 
January, watch for the magazine in your Gulf Islands Driftwood.directory
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A guide to those who build, repair, decorate, dig, clean up and supply materials 

for property and home improvement projects and construction in the Gulf Islands
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The GULF ISLANDS CONTRACTORS 
DIRECTORY will be published in January, 
watch for the magazine in your Gulf 
Islands Driftwood.

If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide 
is essential in helping you � nd professional contractors 

and suppliers to help you get the job done right.
Call 250.537.9933 for more details.

transPortatIon

SSITC chair highlights commission goals for new year
Rainbow Road and 
transit system in focus

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Island Transpor-
tation Commission has some excit-
ing projects to look forward to in 
the coming year, as well as plans to 
deal with some ongoing business.

“2016 is going to be a big year for 
the transportation file on the island, 
starting with the transit side,” SSITC 
chair Robin Williams told the Drift-
wood.

Salt Springers who make use of 
the public transit system — and 
its operators — will be thrilled 
when four brand new buses arrive 
sometime this year. The Arbus gas-
powered vehicles will comprise an 
entirely new fleet, instead of the 
“hand-me-downs” that have posed 
maintenance nightmares. 

bus Shelter Design
SSITC will once again look to the 

island’s creative minds for help in 
designing a site-specific bus shel-
ter on Lower Ganges Road. Com-
missioners unanimously voted in 
favour of going the artistic route 
instead of buying a “cookie cut-
ter” shelter from BC Transit at 
their November 2015 meeting. The 
decision came after a large del-
egation of islanders led by former 
SSITC chair Donald McLennan 
made their case for a “made on Salt 
Spring solution” for the stop near 
Heritage Place.

“Even if costs of the former were 
somewhat higher, a strong case 
can be made that buying local is 
preferable from an aesthetic, com-
munity engagement and econom-
ic perspective,” McLennan sum-
marized.

The delegation included mem-
bers of Island Pathways, the Salt 
Spring Chamber of Commerce and 
local business owners, and was 
supported by 20 letters favouring a 
local approach.

As McLennan noted in his pre-
sentation, at a total cost of $19,500, 
the custom moon snail shelter 
designed by Matt Brain came in 
not far off from the cost of BC Tran-
sit’s prefabricated models. The 

basic shelter with a bench goes for 
$22,000, not including installation 
costs. The community receives a 
50 per cent subsidy, but BC Transit 
remains the shelter owner, while 
local government is responsible for 
maintenance and liability.

Former Capital Regional District 
director Garth Hendren also laud-
ed the moon snail shelter’s artistic 
quality.

“Replication of that kind of thing 
across the island would, I think, be 
admirable. It would be your lega-
cy,” he said at the meeting.

Williams said a request for pro-
posals for a new original design 
should be released to the public 
within the first quarter of the year. 
After discussion amongst commis-
sion members and a recommen-
dation by CRD senior manager 
Karla Campbell, proposals will 
need to include the project cost of 

implementing the design. 

transit System in Focus
In other transit business coming 

up this year, orientation sessions for 
first-time bus riders will start with 
residents of Brinkworthy Estates and 
Meadowbrook Seniors Residence. 
Passenger expansion on Route 1 will 
continue to be a major focus, and 
Williams is hoping usage of the sys-
tem overall achieves a passenger 
count of 120,000 in 2016. 

“If we see a 20 per cent increase, 
it would be excellent. There’s no 
downside,” Williams said.

Pathways  Work
On the transportation side of 

the commission’s portfolio, several 
projects long in the making will 
start to bear visible results. 

“We should have three nice local 
contracts issued by the end of the 

second quarter or earlier,” Wil-
liams said.

At the top of the list is the path-
way on Rainbow Road. The project 
has been divided into three sec-
tions, and two of these now have 
approved designs. Retired engi-
neer Philip Grange has drawn up 
the plans for the section fronting 
Gulf Islands Secondary School, 
while SSITC vice-chair Ross Wil-
liams (also a retired engineer) 
has taken on the section front-
ing SD64’s maintenance build-
ing. Partners Creating Pathways is 
the project lead on both sections, 
which will be finished in pathway 
blend. A call for tenders will likely 
be issued during the first quarter.

The middle section is more 
complicated, and could require a 
drainage study from the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. Talks between the two bodies 

are ongoing.
Pathway upgrades on Lower 

Ganges Road from Rainbow Road 
to the Kingfisher Cove strata com-
plex are also planned to take place 
this year, and will involve widening 
and removal of some obstacles in 
order to improve mobile scooter 
use. 

Ganges boardwalk
A particularly exciting coup for 

Williams involves the planned 
renovation of Peck’s Cove Park, 
which is linked to the greater Gan-
ges Boardwalk revitalization proj-
ect. Williams has managed — with 
some difficulty — to arrange for 
Peck’s Victoria Cross medal to be on 
Salt Spring for Canada 150 celebra-
tions in 2017. Peck was command-
ing officer of the 16th (Canadian 
Scottish) Battalion, Canadian Expe-
ditionary Force during WWII and 
received the rare Victoria Cross for 
demonstrating exceptional bravery 
on Sept. 2, 1918. 

Currently his medal is housed 
at the National War Museum in 
Ottawa. To reach Salt Spring, it 
must travel with personal courier 
or armoured car; during its stay it 
must have a guaranteed safe loca-
tion. The Salt Spring Public Library 
has been accepted for this duty.

Peck’s Cove Park, which was 
named in honour of the military 
man, was at the centre of an appli-
cation for Canada 150 funding that 
three CRD Salt Spring commis-
sions came together to endorse. 
The application was announced 
as unsuccessful this week, but Wil-
liams will still champion the park 
renovation with Salt Spring’s Parks 
and Recreation Commission.

Upcoming Meetings
In other SSITC business, Wil-

liams notes delegations will provide 
important information during the 
next two meetings. On Jan. 25, a 
representative from the Salt Spring 
RCMP will discuss speed-related 
issues and enforcement. Then on 
Feb. 22, Mark Aston, chair of the 
Salt Spring Incorporation Study 
Committee, will answer questions 
about how incorporation could 
impact costs related to island roads 
and transportation. 

DRIFtWooD FIlE photo.

SSItC’s signature moon snail bus shelter, designed by local artist Matt Brain, on lower Ganges Road. the com-
mission will open a design contest for the bus stop across the street early this year.
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       PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee would like to invite you to attend a public hearing 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, November 19, 2015 at the Hart Bradley Hall, 103 Bonnet 
Avenue, Salt Spring Island to hear your views regarding Proposed  Bylaw No. 483. 

At the Public Hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed 
bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions 
respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw. 

Prior to the Public Hearing Planner Jason Youmans will be available at the Hart Bradley Hall from 8:30 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. to provide information about the bylaw and to answer any questions.  

WHAT IS THE BYLAW ABOUT? 
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 483 is to amend Salt Spring Island Land Use 
Bylaw No. 355 by adding a new Industrial 2 Zone Variation (b) – In2(b) that permits an abattoir as a 
permanent use on the land illustrated below and by adding  a definition for an “abattoir”  in the 
definitions  section of the Land Use Bylaw.  

!   
Proposed Bylaw No. 483 is cited as “Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw, 1999, Amendment No. 1, 
2015” (1449 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island - Application SS-RZ-2014.2). 

 
HOW DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
                                                                       Page !  of 2 1
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       PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee would like to invite you to attend a public hearing 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2016 at the Hart Bradley Hall, 103 Bonnet 
Avenue, Salt Spring Island to hear your views regarding Proposed Bylaw No. 485. 

At the Public Hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed 
bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions 
respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw. 

Prior to the Public Hearing Planner Jason Youmans will be available at the Hart Bradley Hall from 9:00 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. to provide information about the bylaw and to answer any questions.  

WHAT IS THE BYLAW ABOUT? 
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 485 is to amend Salt Spring Island Land Use 
Bylaw No. 355 by adding a new Residential 9 Zone Variation (a) – R9(a) that permits principal uses 
including a private boat club house and parking lot for a private boat club on the land illustrated below.   

!   
Proposed Bylaw No. 485 is cited as “Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw, 1999, Amendment No. 3, 
2015” and concerns 150 Douglas Road, Salt Spring Island (Salt Spring Sailing Club Application SS-
RZ-2015.1) 

 
                                                                   

Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee would like to invite you to 
attend a public hearing beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, January 14, 
2016 at the Hart Bradley Hall, 103 Bonnet Avenue, Salt Spring Island to 
hear your views regarding Proposed Bylaw No. 485.

At the Public Hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in 
property is affected by the proposed bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions respecting 
matters contained in the proposed bylaw.

Prior to the Public Hearing Planner Jason Youmans will be available at the 
Hart Bradley Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. to provide information about 
the bylaw and to answer any questions. 

WHAT IS THE BYLAW ABOUT?

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 485 is to amend Salt 
Spring Island Land Use Bylaw No. 355 by adding a new Residential 9 Zone 
Variation (a) – R9(a) that permits principal uses including a private boat 
club house and parking lot for a private boat club on the land illustrated 
below.

Proposed Bylaw No. 485 is cited as “Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw, 
1999, Amendment No. 3, 2015” and concerns 150 Douglas Road, Salt Spring 
Island (Salt Spring Sailing Club Application SS-RZ-2015.1)

HOW DO I GET MORE INFORMATION?
A copy of the proposed bylaw and other relevant background documents 
may be inspected at the Islands Trust Salt Spring Offi ce at 1-500 Lower 
Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, from December 21, 2015, to January 13, 
2016. Please note that the Salt Spring offi ce will be closed from December 
24, 2015 to January 1st, 2016 including statutory holidays.

A copy of Proposed Bylaw No. 485 may also be viewed on the 
Islands Trust website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca) under “Islands”, 
“Local Trust Areas”, “Salt Spring”, “Bylaws”, “Bylaw 355” under 
“Bylaw Amendments”  or scan here:

Enquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to Planner Jason 
Youmans at 250-537-9144. For toll free access, request a transfer via Service 
BC: in Vancouver 604-660-2421, in Victoria 250-387-6121, and elsewhere in 
BC 1-800-663-7867.

HOW DO I PROVIDE A WRITTEN SUBMISSION?

Prior to January 14, 2016:
Mail or in person to:  Islands Trust, 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, BC. V8K 2N8 
Fax:      (250) 537-9116 
Email:  ssiphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca

On January 14, 2016:
At the Lion’s Hall, 103 Bonnet Avenue, Salt Spring Island
From 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Information Session
Commencing at 9:30 a.m. at the Public Hearing

Written submissions received in response to this notice will be available 
for public review.

NO WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OR ORAL REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE 
RECEIVED BY THE SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.

Claire Olivier 
Deputy Secretary

including statutory holidays.
 
A copy of Proposed Bylaw No. 485 may also be viewed on the Islands Trust website
(www.islandstrust.bc.ca) under “Islands”, “Local Trust Areas”, “Salt Spring”,
“Bylaws”, “Bylaw 355” under “Bylaw Amendments” or scan here:

 

 

 
Enquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to Planner Jason Youmans at 250-537-9144.
For toll free access, request a transfer via Service BC: in Vancouver 604-660-2421, in Victoria 250-387-
6121, and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867.
 
HOW DO I PROVIDE A WRITTEN SUBMISSION?
 
Prior to January 14, 2016:
Mail or in person to:  Islands Trust, 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC. V8K
2N8
Fax:  (250) 537-9116
Email:  ssiphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca
 
On January 14, 2016:
At the Lion’s Hall, 103 Bonnet Avenue, Salt Spring Island
From 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Information Session
Commencing at 9:30 a.m. at the Public Hearing
 
Written submissions received in response to this notice will be available for public review.
 
NO WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS OR ORAL REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE SALT
SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
HEARING.
 

Claire Olivier
Deputy Secretary
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Butting out about to get easier
Province updates 
smoking cessation 
program

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Smokers who’ve resolved to 
butt out in 2016 will get a help-
ing hand from a streamlined 
provincial  government pro-
gram that improves access to 
nicotine replacements.

Beginning Jan. 1, smokers 
who want to access products 
under the province’s smok-
ing cessation program will no 
longer need to register for the 
program by telephone through 
HealthLink BC.

Prospective participants will 
only need to fill out some brief 
paperwork at any pharmacy 
across B.C. to apply for the 
program.

Dhruti Patel, a pharmacist 
at the downtown Pharmasave 
in  Ganges,  said  she hopes 
the new system will see more 
smokers take advantage of the 
free program. 

“It has helped people, and I 
hope this will help more peo-
ple,” she said.

The program gives smokers 
access to nicotine gum, loz-
enges, patches and inhalers 
for up to three months. Assis-
tance for the cost of smoking 
cessation prescription drugs 
like Zyban or Champix is also 
available.

Approximately 6,000 Brit-
ish Columbians die every year 
from tobacco use, making ill-
nesses linked to tobacco use 
the leading cause of prevent-
able deaths in the province.

Although B.C. has the low-
est smoking rate among Cana-
dian provinces, the habit kills 
more people in British Colum-
bia than all other drugs, motor 
vehicle collisions, murder, sui-
cide and HIV/AIDS combined, 
according to the BC Ministry of 

Health’s Tobacco Control Pro-
gram.

According to a 2013 report 
prepared by the British Colum-
bia  Phar macy Associat ion, 
70 per cent of the estimated 
550,000 British Columbians 
who smoke say they want to 
quit. Studies cited in the report 
have found smokers who try 
to  quit  on their  own have 
between a three and five per 
cent success rate after six to 12 
months. Nicotine replacement 
treatments increase those suc-
cess rates by between 50 and 
70 per cent. 

When it was created in 2011, 
the stop-smoking program was 
estimated to cost the prov-
ince $15 million to $25 mil-
lion annually, depending on 
the number of participants. 
To place that in perspective, 
smokers cost the provincial 
economy approximately $2.3 
billion, including $605 million 
for direct health care costs, 
each year.

V i s i t  w w w . g o v . b c . c a /
bcsmokingcessation or www.
quitnow.ca.for more informa-
tion about the program and 
further support to drop the 
habit.

TrANSPorTATIoN 

Group undeterred by loss of grant
Community info 
session slated for  
February

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

T h e  c h a i r  o f  Sa l t 
Spring’s Transporta-
t ion Commission is 
not  prepared to let 
rejection botch plans 
to revitalize the Gan-
ges village core.

Robin Williams was 
disappointed to learn 
federal  funding for 
infrastructure projects 
through the Canada 
150 Community Infra-
structure Program is 
no longer an option for 
Salt Spring Island, but 
he’s optimistic a new 
coalition of communi-
ty commissions, local 
government agencies 
and the island’s Cham-
ber of Commerce can 
shake out some fund-
ing for  the is land’s 
beautification.

“Part of this has to 
do with community 
rejuvenation,” he said 
Tuesday. “We want to 
work on removing and 
replacing the derelic-
tion.”

W i l l i a m s  h a d 
hoped to receive up 

to $500,000 in feder-
al funding to restore 
a park and shoreline 
walkway near Peck’s 
Cove Park, just south 
o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of Lower Ganges and 
Upper Ganges roads.

He  s a i d  t h e  S a l t 

Spring Island Canada 
1 5 0  O r g a n i z a t i o n’s 
members will set out 
to design an integrat-
ed seawalk and path-
ways system, and find 
sources of money to 
make the vision hap-
pen. Williams said the 
group wil l  consider 
funds from govern-
ment sources and the 
private sector.

A preliminary vision 
is anticipated for pre-
sentation to the com-
munity by February, 
he added.

“We are looking at 
a number of options,” 
he said. “We want to 
be hot off the mark, 
and this  group is  a 
preliminary step.”

Will iams said he’s 
c o n f i d e n t  t h e  w o rk 
can sti l l  be done in 
t i m e  f o r  C a n a d a’s 
1 5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y 
celebration on July 1, 
2017.

Matt Steffich,  Salt 
Sp r i n g  C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce vice-presi-
dent, confirmed Tues-
day afternoon that his 
group is fully behind 
the cooperative com-
munity effort.

Fo r  m o re  d e t a i l s 
about the new group 
or information on how 
to become involved, 
contact  Wil l iams at 
robinashleywilliams@
gmail.com.

DRiFtWooD FilE Photo 

Salt Spring transportation Commission chair Robin 
Williams at Peck’s Cove Park, which would have 
benefitted from a Canada 150 program grant. An 
application for funds was not successful.

“I hope this will help 
more people.” 

DHRUTI PATEL
Pharmacist
Ganges Pharmasave

“we want to be 
hot off the mark, 
and this group 
is a preliminary 
step.” 
ROBIN WILLIAMS
SSI Transportation 
Commission chair
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Mayne Island
Thursday, January 14
6:00 - 7:30pm
Mayne Island 
Community Centre
493 Felix Jack Road

Saturna IslandSaturna Island
Friday, January 15
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Saturna Island 
Community Hall
109 East Point Road

Galiano Island
Sunday, January 10
2:30 - 4:00 pm
Galiano Community Hall
141 Sturdies Bay Road

Pender Island
Wednesday, January 13Wednesday, January 13
5:30 - 7:00pm
Pender Island Community Hall
4418 Bedwell Harbour Road

Salt Spring Island
Friday, January 8
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School Gymnasium
232 Rainbow Road

Elizabeth May, O.C., MP
Saanich-Gulf Islands

elizabethmaymp.ca | 1-800-667-9188 
9711 Fourth St., Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 

Town Hall MeetingsTown Hall Meetings

Islands trust

Sailing club plan gets hearing
Rezoning would 
confirm current uses 

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Residents can comment on the 
Salt Spring Sailing Club’s rezon-
ing plans during a public hearing 
on Thursday, Jan. 14.

The club seeks a zoning vari-
ation to permit uses currently 
in place at the 150 Douglas Rd. 
property. If the change from a 
Residential 9 to Residential 9 (a) 
zone is approved, it will bring 
the group’s clubhouse and park-
ing area into compliance with 
the island’s land use bylaw. The 
uses have been continuous on 
the two-acre property since 
1978, according to a staff report 
presented at a LTC meeting in 
December. The proposed bylaw 
changes will not allow the sail-
ing club to expand facilities or 
increase water use on the prop-
erty.

“I don’t see how this proposed 
amendment opens any doors 
that were not open before,” said 
Jason Youmans, a Salt Spring-
based Islands Trust planner.

One member of the public 
attended a community meeting 
hosted by the sailing club last 

summer. A club spokesperson 
said new signage along Douglas 
Road addresses the neighbour’s 
worries about vehicles speeding 
to and from the facility.

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Com-
mittee gave first reading to the 
proposed bylaw in October, 
when trustees George Grams 
and Peter Luckham requested 
the club research installation of 
a pump-out station and mem-
bership with Clean Marine B.C. 
as part of the rezoning process.

Eric van Soeren, speaking 
to trustees at December’s LTC 
meeting on behalf of the sail-
ing club, said proximity to the 
Ganges Harbour pump-out site 
makes installation of another 
station redundant.

“We believe the practice of 
using the existing pump-out 
station makes more sense,” he 
said, adding that installation of 
a new facility would be extreme-
ly expensive and not environ-
mentally beneficial.

The Salt Spring Sailing Club is 
already a member of the Clean 
Marine B.C. harbour steward-
ship organization. 

“I’m not pressing or pushing 
the pump-out requirements, 
but I think it’s important to note 
that this doesn’t set a precedent 
moving forward to anybody 
else,” Luckham said. “The yacht 
club has demonstrated to my 
satisfaction . . .  that it is not nec-
essary with another one in such 
close proximity.”

Next Thursday’s public hear-
ing starts at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Lions Hall (103 Bonnet Ave.). 
Further information about the 
application is available by call-
ing the local Islands Trust office 
at 250-537-9144. Written sub-
missions will be accepted until 
the Jan. 14 public hearing is 
concluded.

Trustee Peter Grove excused 
himself from the discussion and 
vote, citing a conflict of interest 
based on his membership in the 
sailing club.

Island HIstorY 

Isabella Point roots explored
Chris Arnett gives talk 

The Kanaka and Coast Salish families 
of Isabella Point are the focus of a pre-
sentation to the Salt Spring Historical 
Society on Wednesday, Jan. 13.

Chris Arnett will look at the history of 
the Tahouney/Kawana/Lumley family 
who moved from San Juan Island to Isa-
bella Point in the 1870s and their con-
tributions to the history of Salt Spring 
Island. 

Much of the talk will draw on new 
information from recent interviews 
with Stan Harris, who was born in 1923 
in his grandmother’s house at Isabella 
Point. 

“Harris describes a close-knit com-
munity that identified with their Salish 
ancestry and their Hawaiian identity,” 
explains a press release from the his-
torical society. 

“Kanaka-Salish families embraced 
indigenous practices such as clam gar-
dens, communal hunting and seasonal 
gathering to supplement sheep ranch-
ing and other seasonal wage labour 
from logging and fishing.” 

Harris’ account provides a new win-
dow into late 19th and early 20th-cen-
tury life on the south end of Salt Spring 
Island. 

The presentation will start at 2 p.m. 
at Central Hall. 

All are invited to attend. 

sPEaKErs

Jamie Biggar of Leadnow launches Forum’s new year
Electoral reform on 
discussion program 

By JULIAN PAQUETTE
S p e c I A l  T O  T h e  D R I F T W O O D

Young people were not vot-
ing in Canadian elections 
until Leadnow, a non-parti-
san organization founded in 
2010 and run by young peo-
ple, decided to change this. 
In the October 2015 federal 
election, an increased youth 
vote was an important factor 
in Justin Trudeau’s victory.

 In addition to mobilizing 

the youth vote, the Leadnow 
community — of over 200,000 
Canadians — was a key player 
in organizing strategic vot-
ing. Leadnow is now pushing 
hard for electoral reform, so 
that strategic voting will be 
unnecessary in future.

How does Leadnow work to 
effect such large-scale chang-
es? The answer is simple: It 
runs tech-savvy campaigns, 
engages people in participa-
tory decision-making and 
m o b i l i z e s  c o m m u n i t i e s 
through on-the-ground can-
vassing.

In 2015, Leadnow launched 
votegether.ca to target the 
riding-by-riding vote split-
ting that could have enabled 
Stephen Harper to win re-
election. They focused on 
those Conservative swing 
ridings where a few votes 
would make the difference. 
Using teams of door-to-door 
canvassers, they signed up 
thousands of Canadians who 
pledged to support the can-
didate that Leadnow iden-
tif ied as having the best 
chance of defeating the Con-
servatives.

The person who leads the 
Leadnow campaigns is Jamie 
Biggar, who will join the Salt 
Spring Forum at ArtSpring 
on Friday, Jan. 15. Please join 
us for what promises to be a 
powerful, highly educational 
discussion about the pres-
ent-and-future of political, 
social and environmental 
change.

Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. 
e v e n t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
ArtSpring by calling 250-537-
2102, through www.tickets.
artspring.ca or at Salt Spring 
Books. 

Photo bY SEAN MCINtYRE 

too-ClosE EnCountEr: two vehicles end up off Long harbour 
Road after a Monday morning collision. Slippery roads and snowfall on 
Monday and tuesday saw emergency services attend at least seven mis-
haps, with no serious injuries reported by police. Drivers are reminded that 
good winter or all-weather tires, and driving slower to match road condi-
tions, are recommended to avoid vehicle accidents in inclement weather.  

“I don’t see how this 
proposed amendment 
opens any doors that 
were not open before.”
JASON YOUMANS
Islands Trust planner, 
Salt Spring Island

Photo CoNtRIbUtED

Leadnow director Jamie biggar will talk about 
the push for electoral reform during his Salt 
Spring Forum appearance on Jan. 15.
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Ready for
anything?

Best-before date policy questioned 
I was astonished to read that the local food bank does not give 

out donated food that is beyond the “best before” date (Dec. 16 
“Check expiry dates, please” letter). 

It is widely understood that passing a BB date does not result 
in reduced food safety. Moreover, it seems highly unlikely that, if 
someone became ill after eating such food, they might be able to 
take legal action against the food bank. How would one prove that 
an illness following intake of a given food (1) was caused by that 
food, and (2) that the food hadn’t been stored improperly or too 
long after opening the package? But this would apply irrespective 
of whether the food was consumed before or after the BB date.

However, if fear of a lawsuit really is the justifi cation behind the 
food bank’s current policy, the obvious solution would be to require 
each food bank client to sign a liability waiver. Fortunately, that bit 
of extra bureaucracy isn’t at all necessary, because the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency says: 

“You can . . . eat foods after the ‘best before’ date has passed. 
However . . . the food may lose some of its freshness and fl avour, or 
its texture may have changed. Some of its nutritional value, such 
as vitamin C content, may also be lost . . . (note the repeated quali-
fi er, “may”) . . . ‘best before’ dates are not indicators of food safety, 
neither before nor after the date. They apply to unopened products 
only.” 

I challenge anyone reading this to prove that they can honestly 
taste a deterioration in “quality” of food that has passed the BB 
date. See more at: www.inspection.gc.ca/food/information-for-
consumers/fact-sheets/date-labelling/eng/1332357469487/1332
357545633. 

Federal and provincial guidelines for food banks are complex 

because of the variety of sources of donated foods, and overall con-
cern for public safety. But they do not caution against distributing 
food that has merely passed the BB date. An “expiry date” on cer-
tain types of food is totally different, and indeed, the very few food 
products that bear an explicit expiry date should not be consumed 
after that date. 

For more detail, consult the BC Centre for Disease Control Guide-
lines for Food Banks at www.viha.ca/NR/rdonlyres/F9FD80EF-
3802-4CFD-B60C-48C61C0717A8/0/GuidelinesforFoodBanks.
pdf, and the federal guidelines for food banks published by Health 
Canada: www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/alt_formats/hpfb-dgpsa/pdf/
legislation/food_bank-banque_alimentaire-eng.pdf.

I urge our local food bank to seriously reconsider their current 
policy, and to declare publicly if/when they decide to change it. I 
frequently buy discounted food that is beyond the BB date, and in 
the past I have donated some of it to the food bank.

Our society already wastes mountains of food in frivolous ways. 
The food bank should no longer contribute, even in a minor way, 
to this deplorable waste.

The writer is professor emeritus in the University of Alberta’s 
Department of Biological Sciences. 

Editor’s note: Although the Dec. 16 letter asked people to not 
donate items with “best before” dates that have passed, the Salt 
Spring Food Bank has clarifi ed that it follows the Health Canada 
Food Banks Canada Guideline for Distributing Food Past the Best 
Before Date, which means it does not necessarily discard those 
items.
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E
lizabeth Zook was 
lucky to get more than 
10 people five years 
ago when she began 

to speak with islanders about 
emergency preparedness.  

These days she can barely keep track of the waiting 
list.

As the Capital Regional District’s emergency 
program coordinator for Salt Spring, Zook is at the 
forefront of disaster preparedness. Considering the 
fl urry of communications that came her way after last 
week’s M4.8 earthquake, islanders can rest assured 
word about emergency preparedness is spreading.

The Dec. 29 quake left a lasting impression but was 
relatively short and sweet, little more than a hiccup 
deep below the earth’s surface. The real trouble begins 
when the lights go out and our routine begins to 

crumble. 
This week offered another 

reminder of how easily we 
can become cut off on short 
notice. While it’s a fact of life 
in the rest of the country, 
snowfall on the West Coast 
can stall transportation net-
works, send vehicles sliding 
into ditches and make many 
island driveways impassable 

for days.
Events like these should force all of us to seriously 

consider how prepared we really are for the long term. 
Earlier this week, the provincial government recom-
mended households should have supplies to last at 
least 72 hours without outside help. Since disaster 
can strike at home, at work or on vacation, people 
are advised to keep a basic “grab-and-go” kit for their 
home, work and vehicle. The province suggests kits 
include basic fi rst-aid supplies and medications, a 
battery-powered radio, a whistle, three days worth of 
non-perishable food, four litres of water per person 
per day, some spare cash as well as basic toiletries and 
sanitary supplies. These basics will make life more 
comfortable and enable fi rst responders and rescuers 
to focus on the most vulnerable.

These basic essentials are usually within arm’s reach 
under normal circumstances, but a raging forest fi re, 
sudden earthquake or extended power outage can 
make the most convenient task problematic, with rou-
tine swiftly replaced by uncertainty. Taking a moment 
to invest in the basics should be everyone’s priority. 
Survival is worth the effort.
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Brad Keezer
I love it. Snow makes the 
grass green, it’s awesome.

Kathy Vogt
My strategy is usually to visit 
[from Ontario] in the summer, 
but I’m here now and this isn’t 
so bad. The kids love it.

Ian WIlson
I don’t, but what can I do 
about it?

roBByn dIxon
I walk to school, work and 
wherever.

don elder
I wear my winter boots and 
splash through the puddles 
along my road.

salt sprIng 
says
We asked: How do 
you cope with a 
Salt Spring 
snowstorm?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By GARy KAHNE 
Islanders are discussing incorporation.
Ideas are being shared, options 

explored. There is a productive exchange tak-
ing place. Let’s do our best to keep it friendly. It 
is important that this issue not lead to animos-
ity. We must avoid a situation of neighbour 
pitted against neighbour.

What to do? 
I have a solution to propose.
Everyone knows that northerners and 

southerners in our population are inherently 
different and as such have different needs and 
aspirations. They are, shall we say, different 
from the ground up, just look at their footwear.

If local government is better government, 
and adding one more layer of government to 
the mix of current regulatory authorities whilst 
effectively eliminating none represents prog-
ress, why stop at one? I propose Really Local 
Government for Salt Spring! Let us have two 
local governments as well as a neutral zone. 
(More on that below.)

After a series of public consultations, stud-
ies, focus groups, questionnaires, feedback 
sessions, etc., it could be decided to make the 
division point between these new authorities 
run down the middle of Rainbow Road. For 
one thing, those dissatisfied with their par-
ticular local government would always be able 
to yearn, hum, lean and even move to “Some-
where Over the Rainbow.” 

For no particular reason, and again sub-
ject to the usual public forums, opinion 
polls, etc., I will call these two governments 
North and South. (Bearing in mind that the 
Upper Ganges Centre is located on Lower 

Ganges Road, it remains to 
be determined which would 
be which, but alas I digress). 
The proposed Rainbow Line 
would ensure each govern-
ment has both a liquor store and a grocery 
store under their jurisdiction in order to 
regulate prices and keep food and drink 
accessible to all islanders, as well as to regu-
late healthy, competitive pricing policies 
and practices. I mean, first things first, right?

With other important services falling 
under the jurisdiction of one of these two 
governments, islanders would ultimately be 
afforded the opportunity to refine their skills 
at negotiation and compromise. As only one 
example; ye southerners will almost certain-
ly ultimately gain the right to bring whatever 
concerns you may have to the hospital and 
your doctors (if you are fortunate enough 
to have one). This privilege might be nego-
tiated in exchange for northerners’ access 
to the banks. This in turn could lead to a 
balance between personal health and com-
munity or environmental health, if managed 
appropriately. 

Respect by all islanders for the other gov-
ernment’s wishes and desires would also be 
encouraged. Southerners, please remember 
to remove your gumboots when crossing the 
“Rainbow Line,” as some northern residents 
are allergic to them. Northerners, the same 
applies to your perfumes and other scented 
products.

With the exception of Long Harbour, ferry 
services should not prove problematic under 
bipolar Really Local Government. Each gov-

ernment would have one ter-
minal with service to Vancou-
ver Island under its jurisdiction. 
They could make all the rules 
they wish for their terminal; sub-

ject of course to the regulations of Transport 
Canada, Fisheries and Oceans, the harbour 
authority, the coast guard, BC Ferry Cor-
poration, the Islands Trust and provincial 
regulations governing ferry traffic. 

Northerners wishing to access Victoria, 
or Southerners yearning for Duncan, will 
be permitted unfettered access to the Mala-
hat, which, thankfully will not be under 
Salt Spring jurisdiction, at least not in the 
foreseeable future. For those who object that 
this will add extra time, distance and stress 
to their travels, I say this is a comparatively 
small price to pay for the ability to govern 
ourselves locally.

Turning to the subject of the Long Harbour 
terminal; this is where the Neutral Zone (with 
apologies to Star Trek) comes in. (And you 
thought I’d forgotten.) It is simply a fact that 
there are certain things on the island that 
should not be governed solely by one of the 
two new governments. The issues are just too 
complex, and like all complex things, require 
further layers of government. The Long Har-
bour ferry terminal is one of them.

All people who are so thoroughly disgust-
ed by the island’s lack of development and 
growth should be given reasonable and unfet-
tered access to leave the island at the time of 
their choosing, subject of course to the sailing 
schedules of BC Ferries. The hospital, or at 
least the emergency area and the helicopter 

pad, might also be considered for this designa-
tion. 

Similar consideration of Neutral Zone Sta-
tus — potentially to be known as “Tempo-
rary Neutral Zone Status” or TNZS for short 
— might be given to the area of Centennial 
Park, bordering the Fulford Ganges Road, but 
only on summer Saturday mornings. Per-
haps south-end residents would be granted 
extra choice of location for day vendors, (sub-
ject to approval by PARC), in exchange for 
their magnanimity in agreeing to TNZS. In 
the alternative, a separate council, made up 
of representatives from both governments, 
could be established to regulate such matters 
and areas. There could be one tie-breaker 
member elected from the general public who 
would qualify by virtue of having at least two 
children by a different partner, one living 
south and one living north of the Rainbow 
Line. 

Personally, I am not optimistic about this 
alternative, as a consensus just may not 
be reached, kind of like the local processes 
around a new fire hall, the swimming pool, 
the library, or ball fields for our children. Just 
sayin’.

Finally, even more so than having just one 
local government, this proposal would give 
islanders two new government authorities to 
put you on hold and play bad music, while 
you wait to ultimately be told that the issue 
you want addressed is actually not in their 
jurisdiction. But at least the hold time would 
be cut in half.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident. 

For best results, cut Salt Spring Island in half

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “People have to realize their lives are 
depending on this.”

ELIZABETH ZOOK, SSI EMERGENCY PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Opportunity 
While reading Shilo Zyl-

bergold’s intriguing theory 
concerning the antipodal 
origins of the Great Gan-
ges Sinkhole in last week’s 
Driftwood, the solution to 
our problem became clear. 

Indeed, it has already 
been tested. Traffic moves 
effortlessly around the cur-
rent sawhorses. We need 
only build a lovely pool and 
fountain there, such as may 
be seen in many a Euro-
pean village square. Once 
established, we can easily 
begin marketing the heal-
ing waters . . . et viola!
DAN CLEmENts, 
V e s u V i u s

Create a more 
loving world 

The year 2016 is indeed 
going to be a new year, in 
many profound ways. 

And, from our usually 
more limited and focussed 
perception, oftimes not a 
very “happy” one. 

Great changes . . . all nec-
essary . . . all clearing path-
ways to more magnificent 
experiences. 

One of the bottom-line 
experiences is the co-cre-
ation of a more loving world. 

Right now, we have the 
timely opportunity to use 
two of our greatest pow-
ers to enhance the building 

of that foundation — our 
thought and our word. Lov-
ing thoughts . . . spoken. 

I propose that we replace 
the habitual greeting of 
“Happy New Year” with 
one that, when expressed 
increasingly into time, will 
be a major cause in the cre-
ation of the happy. 

I wish you a “Loving New 
Year!” 
mARION AmAyLIA,
M a d r o n a  r o a d 

Great beings
I had a rare privilege last 

Wednesday. I got to be an 
“adult presence” at a rock 
concert at Central Hall. 

There were two bands: 
Flower, composed of Ben 

Hunter, Noah Sherrin, Jet 
Simon and Connor Jur-
gensen; and Lazer Virgin, 
with Daniel Hunter, Lucas 
Garrett, Ben Hunter, Bren-
dan Elwell and Cole Dine.  

These boys and their 
guests were just  great 
human beings — a real 
credit to our community. 

And the music was out-
standing! These musicians 
are ones to watch and a lot 
of the music was written by 
the musicians. They are to 
be encouraged. They can 
go a long way with their tal-
ent. 

So I send a bunch of total-
ly metallic roses to you all. 
PAmELA tHORNLEy,
s a l t  s p r i n g  

Dinner kudos
On behalf of Salt Spring 

Island United Church, we 
send ever-blooming Christ-
mas spirit roses to each indi-
vidual and organization that 
contributed to the success of 
the 16th Community Christ-
mas Day Dinner.

Over two days and during 
the meal, volunteers set up, 
prepped and served a wonder-
ful feast to over 230 islanders 
while local musicians enter-
tained and others cleaned up. 

We owe particular thanks to 
those key kitchen volunteers 
who stepped in to fill the shoes 
of our long-serving kitchen 
manager Richard Dick, who 
no longer lives on Salt Spring.

We are blessed that this 
year, once again, 19 of our 
local businesses contrib-
uted and the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 92 continues 
to donate the use of Meaden 
Hall. 

We would also like to thank 
the small group of volunteers 
who start early to tackle all the 
elements required to ensure 
this wonderful event. 

Christmas can be a difficult 
time for many, so thanks to 
each of you who make this gift 
from the community to the 
community a reality. 
DIANE LUGsDIN,
C o M M u n i t y  C h r i s t M a s  d a y 
d i n n e r  C o M M i t t e e

InDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on  8
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Salt Spring Island 
United Church

would like to thank 
all the dedicated volunteers 
and contributors for making 
our 16th Annual Community 

Christmas Day Dinner 
such a success.  

}

Thank you!

Country Grocer’s

Natureworks

Windsor Plywood

Mid Island Co-Op

Barb’s Bakery and 
Bistro 

Salt Spring Coffee

TJ Beans

Be Nurtured

The Oyster Catcher 

The Driftwood

Thrifty Foods

Mouat’s Trading Co

Slegg Lumber

Royal Canadian Legion 
Br. 92

Embe Bakery

The Fishery Seafood

Living Water Media 
Services

Foxglove Farm and 
Garden

Apple Photo

Rental Stop

Salt Spring Island United Church
would like to thank all the dedicated 

volunteers and contributors for making 
our 15th Annual Community Christmas 

Dinner such a success. 
Special thanks to RICHARD DICK for his 

long service as kitchen manager. 

Adventurous 
thoughts

Thinking about the year’s end 
(and possibly our recent earth-
quake) I wondered what we 
would all do if the headline in the 
Driftwood read: “The End of the 
World Will Occur This Friday.” 

Well, of course, we would all 
hunker down with friends and 
family and wait for the Grim 
Reaper to swing his axe. We are 
social beasts, after all, there is no 
doubt about that.

We are like army ants, and it 
doesn’t take much to set us off 
and bring Humpty Dumpty tum-
bling from his wall. A difference 
in appearance, a difference in 
religion, a difference in opinion, 
and away we go, tearing at each 
with righteous glee. Such is the 
nature of mankind.

I think of this as I set off on 
another adventure, sailing for two 
months from Rotterdam on Jan. 7 
on a voyage through the Medi-
terranean and the Suez Canal to 
Arabia, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
and Indonesia . . . even three days 
in Myanmar, then flying home 

from Singapore on my birthday, 
March 4, 69 years young.

I have sailed this way before 
so I know what I will see. I will 
see mankind struggling to survive 
in myriad ways, all different, all 
the same, just as we do here on 
Salt Spring Island as this molten 
ball rock and iron we call home 
hurtles through space towards 
some unfathomable destiny.

Ha p py  Ne w  Ye a r,  e v e r y-
one. May peace be upon you.
RogeR BRunt and eRskine elf,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Leadership 
appreciated

The following letter was sent 
to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and Environment and Climate 
Change Minister Catherine McK-
enna and filed with the Drift-
wood for publication. 

Re: United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(COP 21) in Paris. I have been 
directed by Islands Trust Coun-
cil to write to you both to thank 
you for your leadership at the 
Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nat ions  Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(COP 21) in Paris. 

We are very pleased that the 
Paris Agreement states that the 
parties will hold temperatures 
to “well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue 
efforts to limit the tempera-
ture increase to 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels.” We look 
forward to the federal govern-
ment implementing creative 
and ambitious programs that 
encourage Canadians to lower 
their greenhouse gas emissions. 
We know that a multi-pronged, 
pan-Canadian approach will be 
necessary to transition to a low-
carbon economy. 

We encourage you to make 
consideration of carbon pricing 
and other mechanisms a top 
priority of your government. 

As I explained in my Nov. 6, 
2015 letter, the Islands Trust is 
responsible for preserving and 
protecting the unique envi-

ronment and amenities of the 
islands and waters between 
the British Columbia mainland 
and southern Vancouver Island. 
Our ecosystems and communi-
ties are particularly vulnerable 
to climate change, and we are 
already seeing impacts of cli-
mate change all around us. 

Once again, thank you for 
leadership on reducing green-
house gases. 
PeteR luckham,
C h a i r ,  i S l a n d S  t r u S t  C o u n C i l

Not the right site 
As a resident of Brinkworthy 

Retirement Park (over 55) com-
plex and an avid member and 
photographer with the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Cana-
da, I would like to object to the 
rezoning of 181 Brinkworthy 
Rd. 

The proposed sports com-
plex would curtail any further 
activities within the astronomi-
cal community at this location. 
Since moving here and purposely 
purchasing 2088-135 Brinkwor-
thy mainly because of its clear 
sky location and lack of light pol-
lution, my Schmidt-Cassegrain 

telescope is within 30 feet of the 
proposed flood lighting for night 
baseball and other activities. 

When purchasing the proper-
ty, it was acquired at a premium 
price because of the location. 
Therefore, I would like to express 
my disappointment and my 
thoughts that since Brinkworthy 
is an elderly community with a 
lot of seniors in their 80s and 90s, 
this is not the location for a com-
plex that could include outdoor 
events, such as a bandshell and 
outdoor music events. 

If push comes to shove, we 
could find ourselves needing 
farmland to feed our over 10,000 
population (at minimum), with 
maybe no ferry or way to import 
food daily to the island, so this 
land should not be taken out of 
the Agricultural Land Reserve. 

By all means, purchase, even 
at higher cost, another parcel of 
land for these activities. 

Please leave our elderly retir-
ees in peace. Don’t we deserve 
it? Remember, we all grow old. It 
comes to all of us, and preferably 
gracefully without grief! 
Paul thomas,
B r i n k w o r t h y  r o a d 

By gail neumann
Salt Spring is a remark-

able and caring commu-
nity. 

Sometimes we find our-
selves in a difficult situa-
tion, but our friends and 
neighbours rally to our sup-
port.

My husband Frank and I 
just returned from a mini 
winter holiday in Vancou-
ver. Frank uses a power 
wheelchair, but the buses 
and Skytrain are very acces-
sible.

On the way from Tsaw-
wassen to Swartz Bay we 
enjoyed the luxury of the 
Pacific Buffet. Little did we 
know that this would be in 
stark contrast to the next 
leg of our journey!

W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  a t 
Swartz Bay we discovered 
that the Bowen Queen had 
replaced the Skeena Queen 
for the evening sailings.  

The problem with the 
Bowen Queen is that there 
is no elevator to the pas-
senger lounge. There is also 
no shelter, no refuge for a 
wheelchair and no acces-
sible washroom. In fact, 
there is nowhere except the 
car deck for a wheelchair. 

The crossing would be 35 

minutes and the tempera-
ture was -2° C. The Skeena, 
with its accessible heated 
waiting room, would not 
return until the last sailing 
of the night at 9:25 p.m. We 
could take this ferry or wait 
three and a half hours at 
the terminal. It had already 
been a long day and Frank 
tires easily, so we boarded 
the Bowen Queen.

The crew was amazing-
ly helpful. They offered to 

assist in any way possible. 
Gabriel, our angel deck-
hand, took off his hat and 
gave it to Frank on the spot. 
The crew found a place we 
could sit out of the wind. 
They found blankets in the 
first-aid cupboard. Dani-
elle, another crew angel, 
brought us hot drinks and 
c o o k i e s.  T h e y  b ro u g h t 
Frank hot packs. 

Shor t ly  into  the  tr ip 
G a b r i e l  a n d  D a n i e l l e 

offered us their own per-
sonal parkas for the dura-
tion of the trip. We were as 
comfortable and cared for 
as possible.

The night was clear and 
we enjoyed the show of 
stars overhead through 
the frosty air. The whole 
C-Watch team tr ied to 
help us. The crew was very 
attentive and checked on 
us several times. The trip 
was soon over. 

When we reached Ful-
ford, Frank was thoroughly 
chilled, as could be expect-
ed of a person with limit-
ed mobility. He decided to 
warm up at the Rock Salt 
Café, so new friends Andy 
and Caroline gave me a 
lift to our parked van and 
helped scrape the ice off the 
windows. I drove down and 
picked up Frank. We were 
soon home with the fire on. 

I’d like to give a big shout 
of thanks to the Bowen 
Queen’s C-Watch angels and 
to Andy and Caroline. 

I hope BC Ferries will 
begin to make accommo-
dations for handicapped 
passengers on the southern 
Gulf Islands. Even a tent 
would have been welcome.
Perhaps a wheelchair van 
could be parked at the ter-
minal and driven on the 
ferry on demand.

We were an oversight in 
their refit plans. We urge 
BC Ferries to correct this 
problem before the next 
handicapped traveller has 
to freeze on the car deck.

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident. 

Frozen on the Bowen: wheelchair 
user expresses gratitude to many

Photo coNtRibUtED 

Frank Neumann with blanket and hat provided by bc Ferries 
staff on the bowen Queen cardeck. 

I’d like to give a big 
shout of thanks to 
the Bowen Queen’s 
C-Watch angels and 
to Andy and Caroline. 

MORELETTERS
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Premium Hearing Aids 
        $5000

ENTER TO
WIN!

Contest rules 
on website

value

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner

 nexgenhearing.com

We understand the upfront costs of hearing aids often results in the 
delay of purchasing a hearing device. In our continuing effort to help 
you connect with your environment, we are pleased to be the first to 
offer a Hearing Aid Leasing program.

Ask about our new LEASING OPTION 

Resolve to Hear 
Better in 2016.

FREE
HEARING

TEST

Roses 
An island full of roses to the residents of Salt Spring 

for their fabulous support of the second annual Celebra-
tion of Trees. Your support filled the food bank van and 
provided support for Copper Kettle. Thanks to the Salt 
Spring Golf Course for providing the venue and to the 
Driftwood for publicity. There was a tie for the tree with 
the most donations between the Friends of Kenya and 
Grand(m)others to Grandmothers. A huge thank you to 
all nine groups who put up trees! See you next year.

An archipelago of roses to Linda Adams, for over two 
decades of tireless work preserving and protecting the 
natural beauty of our Gulf Islands home. Nina Raginsky

A cartful of heartfelt thank yous to the following 
donors to the Salt Spring Food Bank: Ann Wheeler, 
Bob and Judy Weeden, Cara Joy Hughes, Chorus Frog 
Farm, Deb Nostdal and Gulf Islands Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, Diane Knox, Don and Dawn Maierhoffer, Salt 
Spring Garden Club, Geoff, Henry and Katherine Otto, 
Jake Slakof, Jim and Sharon Wilson, Joan and Craig, 
Jonn Wright, Laughing Daughters Bakery, Margaret 
MacKenzie, Meriel Cammell, Nieke Visser, Our Lady 
of Grace, Randy and Vivian, Sam Benoit, Sandy His-
lop, SS Centre, SS Seniors, Steven Patterson, Sue Mar-
tin, Susan Lewis, Therese Guillemette, Tom Woods, 
Salt Spring United Church, Canadian Federation of 
University Women.

To the person who found my red wallet and turned it 
in, and the Country Grocer staff member who got it back 
to me, many thanks and many roses. Best wishes to all 
of you for 2016. 

A great bouquet of Christmas roses to Lynda Turner 
for organizing the second Festival of Trees at the Salt 
Spring Golf Course. A whole van full of food was donat-
ed to the food bank from under the trees of: Salt Spring 

Golf & Country Club, Grandmothers to Grandmothers, 
Friends of Kenya, Stitch Dimension Quilt Guild, Salt 
Spring Island Weavers’ and Spinners’ Guild, Rosemary’s 
Babes, Thrifty Foods and Country Grocer.

Many, many thanks to all the first response people 
who showed up at our place on Saturday night. Salt 
Spring is blessed to have such an awesome caring 
team! Ed, Johanna and Carolyn

Jet, thank you. You have again organized a night of 
music and dance for the new year at Central Hall. It 
was fantastic. And thanks also to the local bands Flower 
and Lazervirgin. Those who also helped put the evening 
together were Darryl, Joey, Patricia, Pamela, Ruby and 
Brandon. Well done! Central Hall board of directors

A compass rose in full bloom to BC Ferries for going 
above and beyond in assisting my daughter who was 
returning from Salt Spring to Montreal with a badly 
sprained ankle. Wheelchairs were provided, meals 
were brought to her, and the captain of the Fulford 
ferry even re-tensored her ankle! BC Ferries gets a 
lot of bad press, but this is one time they really came 
through!

We are sending huge bouquets of Christmas roses 
to thank the following for their generous donations of 
food, time and expertise for the Fulford Hall Christmas 
Day celebration: Fulford Community Hall Association, 
Rick MacKinnon and Country Grocer, Harry Burton 
and the apple growers, Jim McGuckin of Sandman 
Floors, Marianne McColl, Sharon Williamson, Jane, 
Shilo, Ted and Sonia Baker, Dianette, Hannah, Abigail, 
Anastasia, Kathleen, Dave and Terry, Dave and Laurie, 
Penny, Chuck, Gloria, Margaret, Vanessa, Tone, David 
and Co., Bernie, Keith, Ancient, Paul McGowan, David 
D. and Santa Stephen. Our apologies to anyone we 
missed. Wishing you a wonderful year, with gratitude. 
Michael and Helga Bagnell

By DWIGHT G. JONES
The B.C. Ministry of Transporta-

tion and Infrastructure is sitting 
on a $200,000 report it commis-
sioned last year to study a fixed 
crossing to Gabriola Island, near 
Dodd Narrows, to examine the 
prospect of replacing the need for 
a ferry. 

But they dare not let the ban-
shees out on Gabriola, and face 
petition purgatory — the mob 
already has the tar and feathers at 
the terminal.

Meanwhile Salt Spring sits just 
900 metres from Vancouver Island, 
supporting three ferry terminals, 
and rarely does a 900-metres 
bridge at Sansum Narrows dare 
speak its name. While advocates 
are routinely advised to stop talk-
ing sense, we nevertheless might 
witness an incipient sea change 
in our historical Luddite-lite atti-
tude.

The ministry seems to have a 
policy now that all new bridges will 
have tolls (e.g. Port Mann, Massey, 
Patullo) so those turnstiles could 
help preserve our island sensi-
bilities, if we must. Tolls provide a 
funding stream from visitors and 
directly displace ferry costs for 
everyone, especially the ministry.  

Twin Turbos
There is one happenstance 

that these sister islands have 
in common: very strong tidal 
streams through Dodd and San-
sum Narrows, right there at the 
optimal bridge sites. Awaiting a 
truly visionary community or a 

kiss from a passing prime minis-
ter, the turbine power is already 
researched and deployed for a 
multinational project in the Bay 
of Fundy (openhydro.com). In our 
islands we could serve as a test 
bed for twin turbine installations, 
the two islands demonstrating a 
scaled-down integration we can 
market to a planet now in real 
danger of becoming a sister cinder 
to Venus. 

The compelling opportunity is 
to incorporate some of the tidal 
power infrastructure into the 
bridge project, sharing the asso-
ciated site and caisson (footings) 
costs and rights of way, among 
many synergies. The bridge dou-
bles as a skyhook over the turbine 
to install and retrieve it for main-
tenance, which is a deal-maker 
in itself.

Given the world focus on cli-
mate heating, on carbon tax fund-
ing for clean energy technology 
and projects, and the dedication 
of both of these island communi-
ties to clean electricity vs. fossil 
fuel dependence, the rationale is 
there. Canada is deeply commit-
ted to clean tech development 
and projects. The stars indeed are 
aligned. Poe said that the dead 
must avert their eyes from the 
stars — they shine for the living. 
And hopefully for the superan-
nuated too, waiting here in God’s 
ferry terminals . . . .

Both islands sorely need techni-
cal jobs and inspiration for youth 
and families, more than continu-

ing waves of short-sided retirees 
and seasonal/absentee owners. 
Surely the notion of being inde-
pendent of ferries, and the Site-
C behemoth (largely) with the 
promise of elegant, lowest-impact 
power, common sense might 
make its own friends. 

Lighting up 1,000 homes is not 
a big load for tidal power — the 
Fundy project does that with two 
turbines. It’s a Goldilocks fit. Tidal 
turbines are the least environ-
mentally intrusive of any gener-
ating technology. The big blades 
turn slowly, working at the bottom 
of the sea, far more predictably 
and reliably than solar or wind 
power will ever manage.

The Prospects
The danger is that both island 

communities will posture globally 
but complain locally, remain con-
servative rather than proactive, 
and never embrace an engineer-
ing dream, however beneficial. It’s 
simply not their “thing,” as the 
old freaks liked to say. Maybe the 
times are instead a-changing, in 
this new Trudeau era, like the tides 
manage to do, all on their own. 

Sad to say, I believe the opportu-
nity will pass unnoticed, such is the 
inertia facing appreciable change 
in these islands. If you do have any 
interest, for or against, please email 
me at dwight@telus.net.

The writer is a former Salt 
Spring businessman who has 
recently returned to the island 
after a moderate hiatus.

Rants and Roses

Investigate tidal power potential

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN 

GIVInG sPIrIt: Valdy performs at the afternoon coffee-
house part of the Syrian refugee group benefit at Fulford hall 
on Jan. 1. 
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Discover  
Taoist Tai Chi® arts 
Salt Spring All Saints by the Sea 

110 Park Drive

OPEN HOUSE Mon Jan 4, 
6:30-8:00pm

New 10 Week Beginner 
Classes start

Jan 11 - Mon 6:30pm  
& Jan 14 Thu 10:30am

taoist.org/victoria.bc   
250-537-1721

Try Taoist Tai Chi® arts for the Body Mind & Spirit
Victoria Branch at Langford Legion 761 Station Rd

OPEN HOUSE Thurs, Sept 10, 7pm

Tue/Thu BEGINNER CLASS starts Sept 15, 6:30-7:30pm

SaltSpring Photography Club presents:
2016 Lobby Show January 4 to 31

“First Light” by Wendy Rosier

Daily 10-4
100 Jackson Ave., 
SaltSpring Island

please proof 
read carefully 

all copy is 
re-set

Sunday Night Music with
The Barley Brothers

See details on Facebook

THURSDAY NigHT 
PRime RiB DiNNeR

±

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment
CREATIVITY

Local artists tap into colouring book phenomenon
Relaxation and 
self-expression 
unleashed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

An international craze for 
the meditative calm released 
by the simple act of colouring 
has not passed by Salt Spring, 
where local artists and educa-
tors are putting their unique 
creative spin on the endeav-
our.

Adult-oriented colouring 
books accounted for five of 
Amazon.ca’s top 10 bestsell-
ers for the week of Dec. 31, 
including the top two spots, 
with The Calm Coloring Book 
by Patience Coster at number 
one. 

Books like Johanna Bas-
ford’s Inky Adventure series 
were also customer favou-
rites at Salt Spring Books, but 
the past year has seen sales 
of adult colouring books sky-
rocket, confi rms store owner 
Adina Hildebrandt. 

“It has been a crazy phe-
nomenon probably since the 
beginning of summer,” she 
said. “The people who are 

really into it are reporting feel-
ing really calm and relaxed, 
and they’re people who prob-
ably haven’t picked up an art 
supply in around 30 years.”

In addition to beautiful but 
mass-produced commercial 
products, Salt Spring Books 
artists Evelyn Russell, Kerry 
Beswick and Kelly Waters 
have also put together colour-
ing books.

Russell said creating an 
image that is designed to be 
coloured in requires the art-
ist to think differently about 
line and form. Part of the 
appeal of colouring books, 
she thinks, is they encourage 
creativity in everyone, not 
just those who think of them-
selves as artists.

“And it makes people stop. 
That’s why the mindfulness 
ones are so popular,” she said.

Lisa Lipsett, an island artist, 
instructor and art therapist, 
can find many reasons why 
colouring books have become 
so popular in the adult world. 

“I think that childhood 
nostalgia, the low-risk nature 
of images all laid out, the 
joy of choosing colours, the 
quick and easy access of por-
table books, the ability to do 

as much or as little as time 
allows with simple avail-
able materials, and the joy of 
transforming black and white 
into colour all contribute to 
the colouring book craze,” she 
said. 

However, Lipsett worries 
there could be an unintended 
negative effect of the trend 
in discouraging people from 
exploring their own creative 
potential.

“I hope that more people 
realize that they can not only 
colour in pre-made books, 
they can colour outside those 
lines, or better still they can 
create their own drawings 
and have the joy of colouring 
those in,” Lipsett said.

“Not only do they receive 
all the therapeutic benefi ts of 
making beauty in a colouring 
book, they begin to under-
stand and connect with 

themselves more fully as they 
see their unique colours and 
forms blossom on the page 
over time. This is profoundly 
therapeutic. The difference 
is akin to heating up canned 
vegetable soup versus grow-
ing your own vegetables and 
then making soup.”

Another  homegrown 
product available at Salt 
Spring Books provides a nice 
bridge into drawing without 
a recipe, as it were. Zen D’Ella 
Meditation Art Cards were 
created by former islander 
Ella Morelle, who now lives 
in Ladysmith but maintains 
strong connections to Salt 
Spring. 

The 18 high cards in the 
Zen D’Ella deck each feature 
an inspirational word and a 
mandala or partial mandala 
template for users to adorn 
with their own colour and 
designs. Morelle used the 
“golden ratio,” a harmoni-
ous shape found throughout 
nature, to guide card shape 
and mandala formats. Card 
designations like Joy, Wis-
dom, Peace and Connection 
were selected from a list of 
high frequency words com-
piled by psychiatrist David 

Hawkins. 
“I selected words that 

are meaningful to me and 
have value to me,” Morelle 
explained. “The idea is to 
uplift you as you draw.”

As many of the cards con-
tain just light templates, the 
user is free to fi ll in the white 
space with his or her own 
interpretations.

“It gives you the freedom 
to create and let your imagi-
nation fl y, so everyone’s deck 
will be unique to them. It’s 
much more than colouring 
alone,” Morelle said. 

At the end, the owners will 
have 18 unique cards, which 
can be framed as art works, 
used for oracle readings, or 
selected for a value to focus 
on each day. 

There is considerable sat-
isfaction just in choosing 
how to fi ll in a line drawing 
and then watching it trans-
form. For those who who are 
inspired to take the next step, 
Lipsett’s signature Creative 
By Nature Art method could 
provide some helpful guide-
lines. She is also offering a 
new set of courses starting on 
Feb. 1. See details at creative-
bynature.org. 

READERS THEATRE

All Saints to discuss T.S. Eliot ethical drama
Murder in the Cathedral 
reading this Sunday

The Salt  Spring Anglican 
Parish will present T. S. Eliot’s 
drama in verse called Murder in 
the Cathedral as a reading this 
Sunday, Jan. 10 at All Saints. 

Starting at 3 p.m., the presen-
tation follows up on a reading 
and discussion of the work that 
took place during Advent under 

the leadership of John Mills. 
According to a press release, 

the play was originally written 
for the Canterbury Drama Fes-
tival in England and first per-
formed in 1935, a time when 
fascism was on the rise in cen-
tral Europe. The story takes 
place in December 1170, and its 
subject is the assassination of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Thomas Becket, on Dec. 29 of 
that year. 

“It addresses questions of 
obedience and opposition to 
authority as well as martyr-
dom, focussed on the interior 
struggles of Archbishop Thomas 
and power struggles between 
the archbishop and King Henry 
II,” the press release explains.  
“The drama is similar to ancient 
Greek theatre, employing indi-
vidual actors and a chorus 
of the women of Canterbury, 
who observe and respond out 

of the position of the poor and 
the powerless to events beyond 
their control. 

“ Those  reading the  play 
together at All Saints this win-
ter have been impressed by 
the applications that could be 
found in the 845-year-old story, 
both to situations on the eve of 
World War II in Europe and in 
our own time.” 

Everyone is welcome to the 
reading, which is free to attend.

IDEAS

Mayne Island Reads returns for round two
Indian Horse is 
second annual 
selection

Continuing on the suc-
cess of 2015’s Mayne Island 
Reads and in honour of the 
ongoing Truth and Recon-
ciliation process, Mayne 
Island Library has chosen 
to repeat the exercise with 
a new challenge that started 
on Jan. 1.

Community members 
from Mayne and several 
other Gulf Islands spent a 
good portion of 2015 read-
ing and thinking about 
The Inconvenient Indian 
by Thomas King. For the 
second annual reading 
challenge they are invited 
to take up Indian Horse, a 
novel by Kamloops author 
Richard Wagamese.

The challenge runs to 
National Aboriginal Day 
on June 21st. Ten copies of 

the book will be circulated 
to the community. Copies 
of Indian Horse can also be 
acquired through Miner’s 
Bay Books or borrowed 
from the library. 

Journals to record com-
ments will also be located 
at the library and the book 
store. 

For more information 
on how to get involved, 
contact the Mayne Island 
Library or Judi Walker at 
judilu@live.ca.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

A Salt Spring Books display with products by local artists 
pays tribute to the colouring book trend.
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Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...quality customer service.

GREAT FAMILY HOME
Located on a half acre lot, this 3 bdrm 2 bath home 
is in move in condition. Built in ’97 this home with 
addition has a spacious open-concept living area 
full of natural light. Large south facing deck and 
detached garage offer exceptional value. This is 
a must see. $299,000

SALT SPRING 
LOG HOME
New engi-
neered septic 
system on 
this private 
.5 acre prop-
erty. This 1675 

sq. ft. log home has had numerous upgrades. 
New roof in 2006. A short walk to Walker’s Hook 
Beach.         $299,000

SOUTH FACING WATERFRONT
Prime .5 acre building lot in Reginald Hill with ap-
prox. 92 metres of low-bank frontage. Lot directly 
neighbours quiet China beach and has easy ac-
cess to local trails.      $575,000 

ISABELLA POINT
Over 5 acres of untouched south end land of-
fering a choice of building sites. Ocean views 
can be had with clearing of some trees that are 
located on this property. The well is already in 
place – just bring your building plans.    $349,000

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

eXHIBItIons 

Library show reveals painting and music connection
Synesthesia on through 
January

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A pair of local artists is show-
ing how music impacts their 
visual expression with paint-
ings and multimedia works 
on exhibit at the Salt Spring 
library’s program room through 
January.

Colour of Sound: Exploring 
Synesthesia features the work 
of relative newcomers Frank 
Huether and Sandra Charge. 

Synesthesia is defined as “the 
production of a sense impres-
sion relating to one sense or 
part of the body by stimulation 
of another sense or part of the 
body.” 

Some may know Huether 
from his role on the keyboards 
with Sky Valley Jazz or piano 
b a r  n i g h t s  a t  t h e  Ha r b o u r 
House Hotel .  His  paintings 
reveal the unique way in which 
he could be experiencing those 
performances by actually see-
ing colour in music. 

Huether’s expressive works 
do carry the feeling of multiple 
elements interacting with each 
other. Swirls of colour in Dream 
Symphony #1, for example, are 
overlaid with a rhythmic pat-

tern of marks. These are not 
static but caught in motion like 
a comet in a photograph.

Other paintings are expressed 
as concentric rings of pigment 
as if  radiating out from the  
source of the sound. Pool of 
Happiness is in that series, with 
a cool mid-blue emitting a har-
monious vibe.

Charge’s work is focussed not 
on the literal sense of synesthe-
sia but on her emotional con-
nection to music and how it can 

influence a painting’s direction 
and outcome. Colour choices 
are a strong component of the 
aloof tone to After Kees Van 
Dogen, for example, where a 
woman’s slightly scornful gaze 
and posture is magnified by icy 
aqua in the background, mint 
green shadows and hair that 
matches her  purple-shaded 
eyes.

T h e  a b s t r a c t  B r e a k i n g 
Through showcases the joy of 
contrasts, with a few strokes of 

deep orange in the bottom left 
corner against a textured field 
of turquoise and deeper blue. 
This piece has pleasing compo-
sition, with shimmering lighter 
tones (like daybreak) against 
shadowy edges. 

Charge’s multimedia work 
Bliss is counterintuitively quite 
hectic, with black and white 
photo images glimpsed through 
a palette of white, black and 
ice blue in thick streaks and 
dr ibbles.  Within the chaos, 

two main themes emerge that 
I agree can promote bliss: trees 
and books. Is there an intend-
ed paradox, with trees offering 
pleasure whether dead or alive? 
At the very least the work raises 
interesting questions.

T h e  s h ow  a l s o  i n c l u d e s 
a  w o o d e n - f r a m e d  l i g h t b ox 
that emits flashes of different 
colours in response to gentle 
taps. The show is open during 
library hours, except when the 
room is in use.

duPlICate BrIdGe 

Lighter nights on their way 
Birds of battle 
swoop over card 
tables

BY JILL EVANS 
D R I F T W O O D  C O n T R I b u T O R 

Well, Dec. 21 was the 
shortest day of the year 
— the winter solstice — 
but the good news is that 
days will get longer. 

Four full tables showed 
up for  br idge on that 
dark evening,  and Liz 
and Oleh Mycyk shed the 
brightest light. Next in 
luminosity were George 
Laundry and Jeff  Bell , 
a n d  t h e re  w a s  n o t h -

ing dim about Patricia 
Hewett and Bob Morri-
sette.

Dec. 28 was the fourth 
day of Christmas — the 
Four Calling Birds one, 
a l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y 
it  was originally Colly 
b i rd s,  m e a n i n g  b l a c k 
o n e s  l i k e  c r ow s  a n d 
ravens which supposedly 
carry the power and mys-
tery of the dark season 
of the year — and ravens 
are the birds of battle. 
So the battle was joined, 

but being in the post-
celebration days it seems 
only three full tables had 
the energy to show up (or 
there were absentees still 
enjoying visitors). This 
time it was the Laundry-
Bell pair well ahead of 
the group, with Blanche 
Poborsa and Terry Clem-
ent in a very respectable 
second place.  

The next Monday game 
takes place in 2016, so be 
prepared for Eleven Pip-
ers Piping?

To  f i n d  a  p a r t n e r, 
please call 250-537-1398, 
a n d  f o r  i n f o  c o n t a c t 
George Laundry at pas-
torale@shaw.ca.

Dream Symphony #1, by Frank Huether, left, and detail of Bliss by Sandra 
Charge. The works are part of the Synesthesia show on this month at the 
Salt Spring library’s program room. 

BridgeTRICkS

PHotoGraPHY

Huber chosen for juried show
Exhibition celebrates trees

Salt Spring photographer Susan Huber 
is one of 35 artists from around the world 
whose work has been selected for an exhibi-
tion based in Vermont. 

Images for PhotoPlace Gallery’s In Cel-
ebration of Trees exhibition were juried by 
Tom Zetterstrom, a U.S. photographer with 
a 35-year dedication to trees. The exhibition 
will feature 35 photographs shown in the 
gallery space, and an additional 40 photo-
graphs to be displayed on the PhotoPlace 
Gallery website, including Huber’s Death 

Valley.  
“My selections for Celebration of Trees 

represent a very high diversity of tree spe-
cies, settings and styles,” Zetterstrom said in 
his juror’s statement. “Foremost among my 
criteria, each image reveals the centrality of 
tree-as-subject, supported by composition 
and legibility. Even the shortest narrative 
must roll from the tongue of the photo, to 
tell of the tree’s vitality, adaptability, stead-
fastness, or vulnerability and awkwardness.”

The gallery exhibition runs Jan. 20 
through Feb. 19. Photos will be available 
for viewing online at photoplacegallery.
com.
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

GISS Drama presents  

The Phantom  
Tollbooth

Wed., Thurs. & Fri., Jan. 6th–8th 
ArtSpring • 7:30 p.m. 

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  Jan. 6   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

driftwoodgulfi slands
media.com/calendar/

VIEW OUR ONLINE 
COMPREHENSIVE 

INTERACTIVE 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 LISTINGS

Send your submissions to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood office. 

Published in the first Driftwood 
of each month! 

Brought to you By SaunDerS SuBaru.

getnoticed
board

  CINEMA

• Trumbo— The successful career of 1940s screenwriter Dalton Trumbo comes to a 
crushing end when he and other Hollywood figures are blacklisted for their political 
beliefs. Trumbo tells the story of his fight against the government and Hollywood in 
a war over words and freedom.
Note: Star Wars: The Force Awakens starts Friday Jan. 15.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Wednesday, Jan. 6 is the last day for Gallery 8’s exhibition of 8x8 Christmas Small 
Works.  

• The Salt Spring Gallery holds the first in its Saturday Artists at Work series with 
Dawn Davies working in mixed media on Jan. 9 from approximately 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The series promises to be a fun time of demonstrations, answers and 
explanations.

• Salt Spring Photography Club presents an exhibit by many of its 100-plus 
members in the lobby of ArtSpring from Jan. 4 to 31. There will be a wide 
range of photographic styles and image types, including still-lifes, nature/
wildlife, close-ups, landscapes and portraits in full colour as well as black and 
white.

• Colour of Sound: Exploring Synesthesia is an exhibit of paintings and multi-media 
works by Frank Huether and Sandra Charge in the library’s program room 
through January. 

• Judy McPhee shows photos in Country Roasters Cafe at Country Grocer 
during the month of January. 

• Mel Williamson shares new paintings related to restaurants and food at Auntie 
Pesto’s cafe in a show presented by Steffich Gallery.  

• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online comprehensive interactive calendar of events listings

Wed. Jan 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Phantom Tollbooth. 
GISS Acting 11/12 students 
present original adaptation of 
Norton Juster book. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Poker Night at the Local. 
Hosted by Albert every 
Wednesday at The Local. Sign 
up by 6:30 p.m., start at 7 p.m.
SongJam.
A pub style sing-along to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 p.m.  

Thurs. Jan 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Phantom Tollbooth.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Open Mic Night with Ross 
& Dave.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Viva Chorale! Registration. 
Registration for spring term 
opens, with new singers wel-
come. See vivachoralesaltspring.
com for guidelines. SSI Baptist 
Church. 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 

Fri. Jan 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Phantom Tollbooth.
See Wednesday’s listing.
The Ducks. 
Live music at The Local bar. 5 
to 8 p.m.  
The Fabulous Flakes. 
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

MP Elizabeth May Town Hall. 
Hear report from Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP and ask questions. 
GISS Multi-purpose Room. 6 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Sat. Jan 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Brothers. 
Live music at The Local bar. 3 
to 6 p.m. 
Country Honk. 
Live band at the Legion. 7 to 
10 p.m.  
Sharon Bailey and the 
Skinny Dippers. 
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Artists at Work Series - Dawn 
Davies. 
First in a series of Saturday 
events at Salt Spring Gallery. 
Drop by to watch and chat with 
Dawn Davies as she works in 
mixed media. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sun. Jan 10
 ACTIVITIES

Unitarian Fellowship. 
Service by Jo Logan. SS Seniors 
Centre. 10:30 a.m.
Murder in the Cathedral. 
Reading of T.S. Eliot’s drama 
in verse called Murder in the 
Cathedral. All Saints By-the-Sea. 
3 p.m.  

Mon. Jan 11
 ACTIVITIES

Basic Boating PCOC Course. 
Boating Basics – course to 
acquire the Pleasure Craft 
Operators Certificate that both 
you and your first mate should 
have to operate a boat begins 
today and continues on Jan. 13 
and 15 at the Salt Spring Sailing 
Club. 7 p.m. Register/info: Laura 
at 250-537-8804 or ldafoe8@
shaw.ca.

Tues. Jan 12
 ACTIVITIES

Drop-in Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250-
653-9798. 
Radar Course for Pleasure 
Craft. 
Retired coast guard skipper 
Dave Howell will teach five-ses-
sion course that starts tonight. 
Salt Spring Sailing Club. 7 p.m. 
Register/info: Laura at 250-537-
8804 or ldafoe8@shaw.ca.

Wed. Jan 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISS Dance. 
High school dance performers 
present new works of choreog-
raphy. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Kanaka/Coast Salish 
Families of Isabella Point. 
Historian Chris Arnett gives a 
presentation to the Salt Spring 
Historical Society. Central Hall. 
2 p.m. 
Poker Night at the Local. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Jan. 8th to 12th 
Friday to Tuesday 

7pm  
Sunday 3pm 

matinee and 7pm

Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens 

starts Friday 
January 15thBryan Cranston and Helen Mirren 2 hrs 5 mins

Rating: PG

No movie passes 
for Star Wars

ON PAGE 19

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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Are you prepared 
for a Winter Storm?

Winter storms are becoming more frequent 
within BC.  These storms may involve 
blizzards, rain and wind,  and can last from 
2 to 5 days.

Check out the FEMA 
website for information 
on what to do before, 
during and after a storm 
event.
http://www.ready.gov/winter-weather#

Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 

THRIFT SHOP
!!! GRAND RE-OPENING !!!

Re-organised  •  Re-stocked
New layout

Open Tuesday to Saturday: 10am to 4pm
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary

”Celebrating our 80th year!” 

medIa 

Community radio survey completed
Appetite strong for 
local effort, says new 
non-profit radio 
society

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Support for locally pro-
duced radio content in the 
Gulf Islands is widespread, 
according to the results 
of a recent survey, which 
was conducted by a group 
devoted to bringing live 
broadcasting back to Salt 
Spring.

A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o -
ple associated with the 
island’s now defunct CFSI-
FM are working to restore 
the more positive aspects 
o f  t h e  v e n t u re,  w h i c h 
relied strongly on volun-
teer involvement despite 
being a privately owned 
commercial station. The 
Gulf Islands Community 
Radio Society now has a 
five-person board and a 
number of members, who 
hope to submit a commu-
nity broadcasting appli-
cation to the CRTC this 
spring.

One of the steps required 
of the application is a sur-
vey of constituents, with a 
minimum of 370 responses 
to cover the local popula-
tion. Volunteers succeeded 
in collecting 429 surveys 
from late October through 
December.

“It was a mountain when 
we looked at it at the start. 
When we first started it 
was ‘Oh my goodness, how 

are we ever going to get 
through this?’” said board 
member Radha Fournier. 

Fo u r n i e r  w a s  a  p r o -
gram host and then sta-
t ion manager  for  CFSI, 
which lost its licence due 
to violation of its terms 
under its second owner, 
Satnam Media Group. She 
was concerned going into 
the survey process about 
the negative image the sta-
tion’s last couple of years 
might have left  behind. 
Results painted the oppo-
site picture, however, with 
respondents naming CFSI 
as their second favourite 
station after CBC.

“It was nice to get the 
positive feedback. I think 
that  was the thing that 
re a l l y  p l e a s e d  m e  t h e 
most,” Fournier said.

“One thing that is appar-
ent — the local station is 
missed and the vast major-

ity of people surveyed are 
enthusiastic and behind 
bringing a live station back 
to the Gulf Islands.”

Surveys were conduct-
ed at  Salt  Spring’s  Sat-
u rd a y  Ma rk e t ,  t h e  Sa l t 
Spring Public Library, and 
on board the Queen of 
Nanaimo during two trips 
through the southern Gulf 
Islands. The respondents 
included 56 people from 
outside Salt Spring, with 
results  from other Gulf 
Islands, Vancouver Island 
and even the United States.

The number one rea-
s o n  re s p o n d e n t s  l i s t e d 
for choosing their favou-
rite station was the music 
played.  The single  big-
gest  favour ite  genre of 
music was classical music, 
although without breaking 
it down into sub-genres, 
rock/pop as a whole was 
the favourite. Jazz/blues, 
folk and world beat were 
the next most popular.

 Other areas that were of 
key importance were pro-
gramming content, news, 
and quality of service. 

The three top features 
respondents  wanted to 
have in a  radio station 
w e re  l o c a l  u p d a t e s  o n 
things like ferries, weather 
and emergency prepared-
ness, news about the Gulf 
Islands and a local com-
munity events calendar.

One of the unexpected 
side effects  of  the sur-
vey process has seen the 
group make several help-
ful connections, both on 
Sa l t  Sp r i n g  a n d  i n  t h e 
wider radio community. 

In addition to some of the 
old station’s stalwarts, new 
people are stepping up to 
the plate.

“The more we get into 
it it’s like it has a life of 
its own. It’s like a snow-
ball and it’s growing with 
the interest in the com-
munity and the board and 
the people who want to be 
involved,” Fournier said. 

With a strong record of 
volunteer effort and local 
content at  the previous 
station, GICRS appears to 
have a leg up on at least 
a couple aspects of  the 
CRTC community licens-
ing requirements. One of 
the biggest challenges will 
be finances. A seven-year 
budget and business plan 
is around 90 per cent com-
plete. The group has hired 
a consultant from Ottawa 
to help.

The group has to start 
f r o m  s c r a t c h ,  w i t h  n o 
equipment, studio space 
or towers to its name at 
present. 

On the technical side of 
things, the GICRS board is 
considering new options 
to ensure that radio cov-
erage extends completely 
over Salt Spring — perhaps 
by locating the main signal 
tower on Saturna or Van-
couver Island.

With a target of going live 
by spring 2017, the society 
has plans for much more 
community engagement 
in  the coming months. 
More information, includ-
ing frequent updates, can 
be found at http://www.
gicrs.ca. 

festIVals 

Performer ideas wanted for festival
Aug. 6-7 weekend 
confirmed 

Fans of music and festivals 
will be glad to hear the Aug. 
6-7 weekend has already been 
set for the second annual Salt 
Spring Garlic and Music Fes-
tival.

Neale Smith, a founder and 
co-organizer of the inaugural 
event in 2015, confirmed last 
week that musician booking 
is already well underway, but 
there’s still room for a few more 
acts on the two-day roster. As 
such, the festival committee is 
open to hearing people’s sug-
gestions for who should be 
pursued to complete the musi-
cal feast.

Anyone with ideas about per-
formers they’d like to see at the 
festival can send them to Smith 
at nealesmith2905@gmail.com 
or phone him at 250-221-1195.

The Paradise Farm venue on 
Musgrave Road has also been 

confirmed for 2016, and Smith 
said more kids’ activities, cook-
ing and garlic-themed events 
are also in the works. 

See the www.saltspringgar-
licfestival.com website for the 
latest information about the 
August festival.

VIVA CHORALE! PHOTO 

from musIC to food: Viva Chorale! artis-
tic director Caroni Young, right, and choir member 
Jose Campbell, left, present Salt Spring Community 
Services program director Annika Lund with a cheque 
for $1,310. The money was raised at the choir’s annual 
Christmas Food Bank Fundraiser Concert at All Saints 
By-the Sea on Dec. 18, along with several boxes of 
donated food. The choir wishes to thank all those who 
attended and donated so generously. 

FILE PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Main stage and crowd at the 2015 Salt Spring Garlic and Music Festival 
at Paradise Farm. Organizers want to hear people’s ideas for musicians or 
bands they’d like to see at the 2016 version.  

“It’s like a snowball 
and it’s growing 
with the interest in 
the community and 
the board and the 
people who want to 
be involved.”
RADhA FOURNIeR
Board member, 
Gulf Islands Community 
Radio Society
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people&communitycommunitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Ballard Petroleum’s monthly $150 draw 
winner is...Drew Thorburn from 

Canbrit Enterprizes Ltd.

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry 

lube oils, fuel tanks & pumps.

Ballard Petroleum’s monthly 
$150 draw winner is...
Salt Spring Golf Club

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Aaron Bouchard

Give us a call for Hearing Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT 
FOR THE EVENTS 

CALENDAR EMAIL:

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com

INTERNATIONAL AID

Lesotho solar cooker project fuels resilience
Salt Spring islander 
heads to Lesotho

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Raging Grannies 
are helping fi ght climate change, 
deforestation and respiratory ill-
ness by providing solar cooking 
stoves to homes in the tiny land-
locked African nation of Lesotho.

Jill Willmott said donors on Salt 
Spring and the outer Gulf Islands 
have raised enough money to buy 
30 stoves since the good-inten-
tioned grannies launched the 
campaign in late 2015.

Fundraising continues as Will-
mott prepares to take the long 
journey to Johannesburg, South 
Africa, where she and a colleague 
will buy the stoves and deliver 
them to villagers in neighbouring 
Lesotho next month.

Willmott and Carol Pritchard, 
a volunteer from Québec who 
makes the trip every year, will lead 
a series of workshops alongside 
local facilitators and translators to 
teach the Lesothian grandmoth-
ers about the benefi ts and uses of 
the solar cookers.

The shiny metallic portable 
stoves use energy from the sun to 
heat and cook food and drinks. By 
using the sun as a primary energy 
source, the solar cookers reduce 
the amount of time and money 
people need to spend on tradi-
tional types of fuel like wood and 
charcoal.

“The reaction of these people 
is not only amazement that their 
plentiful sun can be used in this 
way, but enormous appreciation 
for the gift from faraway friends,” 
she added.

Willmott is first to admit the 
Raging Grannies organization has 

always been about conscience 
raising rather than fundraising. 
The eclectically dressed grand-
mothers are a common presence 
at political events and protests, 
where they offer a lively musical 
accompaniment on matters rang-
ing from nuclear proliferation to 
pipeline policies.

Some causes, however, are too 
good to pass up.

Salt Spring Island’s Raging 
Grannies chapter sent its first 
batch of solar cookers to Leso-
tho about 10 years ago. The 
campaign was an effort to assist 
Lesothian grandmothers who 
faced the growing burden of hav-

ing to support a household and 
raise young children.

In a nation with the second-
highest prevalence of HIV, pre-
mature deaths have left a tragic 
mark on the country’s demo-
graphic makeup. With many 
young parents having suc-
cumbed to AIDS-related ill-
nesses, grandmothers have been 
called upon to raise the children 
left behind.

Willmott said the grandmothers 
in Pritchard’s workshops approach 
their new roles with enthusiasm 
and resilience. The classes teach 
participants how the stoves can be 
used to prepare staple meals like 

corn mush, locally known as papa, 
soy and vegetable stew, and bread. 

“The bread comes out in the 
shape of a giant angel food cake,” 
Willmott said.

When the winter sun doesn’t 
offer quite enough warmth to 
cook a meal, the grandmothers 
improvise. They use the stoves to 
dry fruits and vegetables, and heat 
water for warm sponge baths.

“It seems like they really trea-
sure them and are creating other 
uses for them,” Willmott said. 
“We know that people are using 
them.”

The stoves are lightweight and 
attached to a rope that allows 
owners to easily transport them.

Each solar cooker costs approx-
imately $130, and fundraising 
efforts in Canada dictate how 
many stoves get delivered each 
year. Willmott continues to par-
ticipate in the solar cooker initia-
tive because all funds raised go 
directly to the project. Volunteers 
with the Lesotho Solar Cooker 
Project cover all administrative 
and travel costs.

Willmott said donations large 
and small are still being accepted.

“ We l ike  to  provide  any 
amount we can, because it all 
adds up,” she said. 

She said the response from 
islanders has put hundreds of 
energy-efficient and environ-
mentally friendly solar cookers 
in homes across rural Leso-
tho. The result has produced 
a warmer, safer and healthier 
home life for the nation’s elder 
caregivers and their orphaned 
grandchildren.

More information about the 
program is available by getting 
in touch with Willmott at 250-
537-8343 or willmott@mast.
queensu.ca.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

ENERGY TO SPARE: Lady Minto 
Hospital Auxiliary volunteers take a 
pause from readying the Thrift Shop 
for its Jan. 5 opening day after holiday 
season upgrades and cleaning. Funds 
raised by the non-profi t society, mainly 
through the Thrift Shop, support Lady 
Minto Hospital and the Greenwoods/
Braehaven Eldercare Society. Some 
$160,000 was provided to those institu-
tions in 2013 and 2014. More volun-
teers are always welcomed to help 
run the shop or the auxiliary’s other 
programs that improve the comfort 
and care of the hospital’s Extended 
Care Unit residents.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

A solar cooker is used by a grandmother in Lesotho. Salt Spring’s Jill Will-
mott will ensure 30 stoves are delivered to grandmothers and grandfa-
thers needing them, and provide training workshops as well.
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CHEF ON 
THE RUN
HEALTHY MEALS, 
FRESH FOR YOU!

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website: 
www.Chefontherun.net
M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC
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delivery to 
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See us on Facebook
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

sEnIors 

Centre activities get rolling in 2016
Wednesday yoga among 
new pursuits

Happy New Year to all Salt Spring 
seniors and their families. 

Folks at the Salt Spring Seniors 
Centre have been as busy as ever 
preparing for seasonal guests and 
celebrations. The Lost Chords and 
Readers Theatre members both per-
formed at our Christmas party and a 
good time was had by all. 

We were saddened by the news 
that long-time members Vivian and 
Bryan Dawson have decided to retire. 
We will miss their care for the build-
ing and the people, and the many 
events they planned; Strawberry Tea, 
Burns Tea, Christmas Tea and special 
speakers. We hope they continue to 
join us as they can. 

Our last event of 2015 was a “left-
overs luncheon” on Dec. 26. Not 
wanting to eat turkey endlessly, we 
brought what we had and shared 
with friends. 

New activities starting in Janu-
ary include yoga with Jim Dickinson 
on Wednesday mornings from 10 
to 11 a.m. starting Jan. 13; bring a 
yoga mat and towel and prepare to 
stretch. Jim has a class running at 
Brinkworthy and we welcome his 
knowledge and expertise at Seniors.   

Re-examining the Counterculture 
continues on Wednesday, Jan. 13 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. with Margaret 
Critchlow, who explores Boomers are 
Back: How Cohousing Creates Com-
munities for Aging Well. This talk 

should be of interest to anyone con-
cerned with alternatives for housing 
on Salt Spring.

Our Senior Active Learning pro-
gram, Trends in 20th-century Art, 
continues Mondays, starting Jan. 11 
from 2:30 p.m., with Debbie Margolis 
telling us about 20th-century French 
artist André Breton. Check out our 
new audio-visual equipment and 
our website at www. saltspringse-
niorscentre.ca.

Volunteers are always needed and 
valued at Seniors. We have new vol-
unteers at our front desk; drop in 
and say hello. 

Students from the GISS work expe-
rience program are helping out at 
Friday Coffee Time, 10 a.m. 

We are always in need of more 
drivers to take our members to doc-
tors appointments, both on and off 
island. 

And, anyone wishing they had a 
few hours of office work to invigorate 
them is very welcome to help out. 
Call Seniors at 250-537-4604.

Re-awaken your hopes and dreams 
at the Seniors Centre, 379 Lower 
Ganges Rd., where people care about 
each other.  

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN

From left, Lost chords members Jean Elder, Rose Fewings, Alan Dennis and, blanche 
Poborsa sing carols at the Salt Spring Seniors centre’s christmas party. 

seniors
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It’s true: ‘Big Hover’ is watching you
According to my news-

paper, more than a million 
quadrotors were discov-
ered nestling under trees 
this past Christmas.

Quadrotor?  A 25-cent 
word for “drone” — that 
spider y-looking levitat-
ing gizmo that’s becom-
ing the Barbie/Elmo/Hula 
Hoop craze du jour. A mil-
lion new drones whirling 
through our air space.

I don’t know how you feel 
about that, but it freaks me 
out.

I  am not a big fan of 
m o re  Ey e s  In  T h e  Sk y 
than we already have. Oh, 
I recognize their value in 
terms of finding lost skiers, 
watching for forest fires, 
keeping tabs on orca pods 
and such. Those aren’t the 
drones that perplex me. 
I’m concerned about the 
ones over my house, above 
my picnic blanket or nudg-
ing the flight path of my 
WestJet 727 coming in to 
land in Vancouver. 

The drones I have reser-
vations about don’t work 
f o r  Tr a n s p o r t  C a n a d a , 
emergency measures orga-
nizations or the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. They 
a re  f l ow n  p r i m a r i l y  by 
(again my newspaper tells 

me) “males over 20.”
Why? What inspires  a 

young male (or  anyone 
else) to shell out anywhere 
from a few hundred to a 
couple of thousand bucks 
for the privilege of fling-
ing a chunk of hardware 
up in the air and directing 
it hither and yon?

Gotta be the Snoop Fac-
tor.

Well, sure. These aren’t 
box kites  or  model  air-
planes we’re talking about. 
These drones all  feature 
miniature recorders rang-
ing from relatively simple 
digital video cameras to 
g i m b a l - m o u n t e d ,  G P S -
driven spyware worthy of 
the KGB or the CIA.

Drones take pictures. 
That’s what they do.

Aren’t there government 
regulations to protect our 
privacy?

Umm, no. The problem 

is, it’s virtually impossible 
to track a drone to its oper-
ator. A drone runner (let’s 
call him a “creep”) can hide 
under a hedge and direct 
his drone to go up, down, 
east, west, in, out, forward 
or backward hundreds of 
metres away.

Last year a drone landed 
on the White House lawn. 
Water bombers battl ing 
B.C. forest fires had to can-
cel runs due to clusters of 
drones photographing the 
action. No charges were 
laid because nobody was 
apprehended.

Last week I was walking 
on a wilderness trail  on 
a small Gulf Island miles 
from any house much less 
a town or a city. I heard, 
amidst  the soughing of 
tree boughs and the chitter 
of chickadees, an unmis-
takeable — yes, “droning” 
— sound rising and falling.

A  d r o n e  s o m e w h e r e 
nearby. Monitoring, well, 
nothing, really. Just intrud-
ing. 

We all should be used 
to being “on camera” by 
now. We are tracked elec-
tronically at stoplights, in 
shopping malls, in parking 
garages and in bank line-
ups.

You buy gas?  Use  an 
ATM? Smile. You’re on can-
did camera.

Perhaps we need to get 
used to the idea that some-
one is or may be watching 
at all times. Kind of like 
Or well’s  1984 — except 
Or well  never dreamt of 
drones.

T h e  a c t re s s  M a r l e n e 
Dietrich famously said, “I 
want to be alone.”

Turns out she was mis-
quoted. What she really 
said was, “I want to be left 
alone.”

Me too.

Wit & WHimsy

Arthur
Black

These drones all 
feature miniature 
recorders ranging 
from relatively 
simple digital 
video cameras to 
gimbal-mounted, 
GPS-driven spyware 
worthy of the KGB 
or the CIA.
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WEDNESDAY 

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Mormon church.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Harbour House Crofton Room. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month from 
October through June from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Salt 
Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back. 
YOUTH CREATIVE WRITING GROUP for ages 9-13 
runs at the Salt Spring Library led by Nikky from 4-6 
p.m. on the � rst Wednesday of the month. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. Focus is on the Boomer 
demographic. All aspects of � tness are covered using 
a mindful approach in all exercises. This class is based 
on functional movement, and o� ers a low-impact, 
injury-free environment for any � tness level. Led 
by Trisha, certi� ed personal trainer. 9-10 a.m. Info: 
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-
537-5004.
CHAIR YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
COMPUTER DROP-IN HELP — Free help with 
computer, tablet, smartphone problems at Salt 
Spring Literacy. Drop in at 126 Hereford Ave. 
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CRYSTAL BOWLS & VOCAL VIBRATIONS with 
Adam Huber at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. 
HOT HATHA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. and Moksha-inspired Level 1 hot yoga 
from 12 to 1 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. 
Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-
5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas 
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body 
conditioning system that builds � exibility and long, 
lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA (MIXED LEVELS) with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness. 9:30 a.m to 10:45 a.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price. At The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

YOGA with Jim Dickinson at Salt Spring Seniors at 10 
a.m. Bring a yoga mat and towel. 
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. 
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SS Wellness. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY 

BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt 
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 
3 p.m. 
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room on the � rst Thursday of the month. 
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event 
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30. 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
BOOMERFIT AT SSI WELLNESS CENTRE. Focus 
is on the Boomer demographic.  All aspects of 
� tness are covered using a mindful approach 
in all exercises. This class is based on functional 
movement, and o� ers a low-impact, injury-free 
environment for any � tness level. Led by Trisha, 
certi� ed personal trainer. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
BRIDGE runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 
9 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
NIA at Fulford Hall Annex. 10 to 11 a.m. (See 
Tuesday description.) Info: Arleen, 250-653-9235. 
Call Donna at 250-653-9985 for fee info. 
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business 
people meets on the second Thursday of each 
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special 
guest speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.
com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SENIORS LUNCH runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 
12 noon. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-
Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until 
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
VINYASA YOGA at the Nest hot yoga. 8:30 to 9:30 
a.m. PLUS Warm Hatha from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
 
BOOMERFIT at Beaver Point Hall. Focus is on the 
Boomer demographic. All aspects of � tness are 
covered using a mindful approach in all exercises. 
This class is based on functional movement, and 
o� ers a low-impact, injury-free environment 
for any � tness level. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 
12:30 p.m. 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION TIME for seniors is at 
Salt Spring Seniors at 10 a.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches 
for the everyday body to classical music with 
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. 
Move with less pain and stress by learning how 
to make any activity more e� ective and more 
enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME — Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and 
their families. SS Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
TANGO PRACTICES for newcomers and old. Top 
� oor of the Core Inn. 8 to 10 p.m. Facebook: Por 
El Amor del Tango-Salt Spring Tango; Terri at ssi.
tango@gmail.com
WARM HATHA � ow yoga at The Nest hot yoga. 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 

DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family 
Place. For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 
a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721. 
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring 
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. 
through 4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please 
sign up at the library for the appropriate date 
and time, complete with contact information and 
tutoring topic.
TODDLERTIME at the library for children under 
four and their families. 10:30 a.m. 
VINYASA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 

SUNDAY 

REIKI/ENERGY SHARE GROUP is on the last 
Sunday of each month at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 
to 3 p.m. 
SENIORS’ QUIZ NIGHT runs on the � rst and third 
Sundays of each month at SS Seniors Centre. 7 
p.m. 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets on the � rst 
three Sundays of every month at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 10:30 a.m. For weekly program, visit 
www.saltspringunitarians.com for info.

EVERY SUNDAY 

POKER at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS. Drop in and play at 
Centre Court (behind the golf course). For ages 16 
and over. 3 to 5 p.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210 Cedar 
Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667

MONDAY 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of 
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at the 
Portlock Park portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome. 
Con� rm meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month at the Portlock Park 
portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
TWO TWOONIE LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors on 
the second and fourth Monday of each month. 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 250-537-4604 to reserve your 
spot in advance!
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:30 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors. Info: George Laundry at 
250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for 
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine 
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10 a.m. Info: Alice 
Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
MEN’S BASKETBALL. Mondays at the GISS gym. 8 
to 10 p.m. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at The Nest 
hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and from 6 to 7:15 
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 10 a.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring 
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader Tutoring with Conrad 
Koke. Sessions available at 12 and 1 p.m. Sign-up 
sheets are found in the Info Desk Programs binder.
TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets 
Mondays at the Catholic Church, lower room, 135 
Drake Rd. 7 p.m. sharp. 

EVERY MONDAY

THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL. All ages and levels of 
play. Clean non-marking shoes required. SIMS 
gym. 5:30 to 7:10 p.m. Free. Info: Annette at 
aodurukwe@yahoo.com. 
YOGA WITH CELESTE MALLETT JASON at SSI 
Wellness Centre. Hips & Shoulders, 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Level 1 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Yoga 
on the Wall from 3:45 to 5 p.m.; and Mixed Levels 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHAIR YOGA WITH CATE at the Fulford Hall 
Seniors Room. 2 to 3:15 p.m. c.mcewen@shaw.
ca, 250-653-9148
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 p.m. 
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop-in � oor hockey at Fulford 
Hall. 7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250-653-9798.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at the 
Nest hot yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
NIA. The original fusion/� tness program that 
o� ers the joy of dance, the power of martial arts, 
the � exibility and mindfulness of yoga and more. 
Blissful, sweaty fun that will completely change 
how you feel about your body and exercise. 10:45 
to 11:45 a.m. at SS United Church hall, and 5:45 
to 7 p.m. at the Core Inn. Info + pre-register with 
Arleen at 250-653-9235. 
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 
9 p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk 
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
VINYASA FLOW at the Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Yin Style and 
Restorative. SS Centre of Yoga. 5 to 6 p.m. 
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Engaging reads beckon at the library
Fiction and 
non-fiction choices

By Maggie WarBey
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r 

This is the best time of year 
for new books at the library. 
The wonderful fall and winter 
selections are catalogued and 
waiting for readers, so be sure 
to drop in to pick up an armful 
of travel, adventure, history, 
information, mystery, love 
stories, political intrigue, how 
to and why to. All for free: it’s 
a good way to start your 2016 
savings plan.

Four Sisters of Hofei is the 
charming true story of four 
sisters born in early 1900s 
China. Through twists of fate 
and fortune, both good and 
bad, these sisters each lead an 
enriching life: one in theatre, 
one in modern literature, one 
in classical studies and one 
in calligraphy. None of these 
women avoids the realities of 
the tides of change that deluge 
China in that era, so the book 

presents a fascinating intro-
duction to the tragedy and 
growth of 20th century China 
that will open western eyes.

Betty Friedan’s The Foun-
tain of Age is to human aging 
what the Feminine Mystique 
was to post war womanhood. 
Looking at the post-repro-
ductive period as an oppor-
tunity rather than a curse, 
Friedan explores the emo-
tional and powerful social 
changes that should result in 
the mature population being 
the fabric of community and 
the new world order. Based 
on experience, observation, 
discussion, interviews and 
insights, this powerful book 
demolishes the age mystique 
and offers compelling alter-
natives to living a full and 
long life.

Hobbyists and profession-
als alike will find Essential 
Wood Carving Techniques a 

thorough and useful intro-
duction to the skills, tools, 
techniques and styles that 
interest the serious wood-
carver. In this overview of 
classical woodcarving, the 
author takes readers through 
the vital skills required from 
simple carved mouldings to 
individualized and creative 
works of art. Included in the 
text are lots of advice, illus-
trative and artistic photos, 
and many illustrations that 
bring the joys of woodcarv-
ing to life.

Stranger than We Can 
Imagine: an Alternative 
History of the 20th Centu-
ry by John Higgs is a hugely 
entertaining and thought-
provoking book that explores 
the extremes of the 20th 
century and brings meaning 
and clarity to  a wide range of 
seemingly unrelated theories 
and tales. Organized under 
headings such as War, Id, Sci-
ence Fiction, Modernism, 
Sex and Network (among 
other mainstream concerns) 

the author presents, first, an 
engaging historical photo-
graph, then a series of inter-
twining stories and themes 
that support and ultimately 
draw together his perspec-
tive. Higgs uses the broad 
scope of history and the pres-
ent to explain the social and 
cultural shifts and changes 
that have brought us to who 
we are NOW. This book is an 
engaging read that makes us 
question and think.

On the New Fiction Shelf, 
Sidney, B.C. author Janet 
Brons’ Not a Clue is the sec-
ond in her Forsyth and Hay 
Mystery series. The story 
takes readers across the 
ocean as it unfolds in Ottawa 
and London and brings in 
the intrigue and mystery of 
the Russian diplomatic ser-
vice as well as the RCMP and 
Scotland Yard. The charac-
ters are engaging, the plot 
interesting and the settings 
realistic. In short, a good eve-
ning’s read on one of these 
long, dark nights.
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Into tHE drInK: Above, Polar 
bear swimmers dash into the waters of 
Vesuvius bay for the annual New Year’s 
Day dip. At left, tiffany and Piper Wight-
man celebrate 2016’s arrival at the beach 
with a swim and some face paint. For 
more photos from the event, see the 
Driftwood’s Facebook page: www.face-
book.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.
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June Doris Carmichael 
Mitchell

June 16, 1924 - Dec. 17, 2015

After 91 well lived years, our dearly 
loved, June Doris Carmichael Mitchell 
passed peacefully on December 17th, 
2015 in the warmth of her own bed and 
with all her life long collectibles and personal 
family treasures about her.

June was born, raised and lived a wonderful life on 
Salt Spring Island and throughout her years, was an avid 
artist, painter and a passionate gardener. The only child 
of Capt. James Mitchell and Mrs. Doris Butler Mitchell 
(nee Aitkens), June relished her memories of family life at 
their long time seaside home at the Ganges Harbour spit 
on Beddis Road. 

June worked for a brief time as an operator for the 
telephone company on Salt Spring which was then housed 
in the tiny white building now known as the Café Talia. 

June was fortunate to have experienced some incredible 
worldwide travels including a trip on the famed, Orient 
Express. It was the artistic culture and history of Italy that 
stole her heart and infl uenced her painting and love of 
design, furnishings and jewelry. 

Having never married, June was a dedicated daughter, 
friend and constant companion to her mother. June and 
her mother, Doris, eventually combined their individual 
creative and artistic talents to open and run a small gallery 
and gift shop known as “The Studio” from their Beddis 
Road property. 

June was a soft spoken and gracious little lady in every 
way and was particularly radiant whenever she wore an 
outfi t in her favourite colour “Pink”.

June leaves behind numerous dear cousins and loving 
friends residing in Parksville, B.C., Victoria, B.C., 
Ayrshire, Scotland and here on Salt Spring Island along 
with her beloved cat, Destiny.

We are grateful for all the special care and attention 
June received during her 2 ½ years at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Victoria and to her Doctors, Dr. Sherman and Dr. 
Grimwood.

June’s internment will be at the St. Mark’s cemetery 
alongside her mother.  At June’s request, there will be a 
short private graveside memorial. 

.,

Jacqueline Marie Rose Ritchie
October 27, 1930 – December 23, 2015

Jacquie, age 85, passed away 
peacefully at Lady Minto Hospital 
on December 23, 2015.

She is survived by her loving 
children Judy, Mark, Eric and 
Glenn.

The Ritchie family wishes to 
thank the doctors and staff for their 
excellent and compassionate care of 
our mother.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media
is now accepting applications for an

ACCOUNT MANAGER

Are you looking for a great long-term full-time job? A job that 
is rewarding and offers great earning potential? Are you a team 
player that has the ability to work in an extremely fast-paced 
environment? Are you an energetic individual with excellent 
organizational skills that will deliver superior customer service?

If you answered yes to these questions then we have a job 
opportunity for you.

This position offers a great compensation package that 
includes a benefit package and comprehensive training.

This job will be a good fit for you if you are: eager to learn; 
open to implementing new ideas to help customers grow their 
business; able to meet deadlines and work with minimum 
supervision.

Must have reliable transportation and valid driver’s license.
Driftwood Gulf Islands Media (www.driftwoodgimedia.com) 

includes our weekly newspapers, magazines, websites, regular 
special features, as well as many vertical publications each year.

Please forward resumes to: 
Amber Ogilvie

aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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on the Rock and
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INFORMATION 

SESSION
Thursday January 14th at Mahon Hall

Two sessions: 12 - 1pm and 5 - 6pm

We welcome participation from workshop leaders in 
the Arts and Easter Art tour applicants.

for more info visit: www.workshopsontherock.com
Easter Art Tour: saltspringeasterarttour.com

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 2, 2016

REGULAR MEETING
2:00 pm Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

at Central Hall

Our Legacy Fund Charitable 
Program is now on. 

Please donate.
 See archives website for details.

Chris Arnett talks about 
“Kanaka/Coast Salish family of Isabella Point”.

Salt Spring Island Historical Society

All are welcome http://saltspringarchives.com/historical

Also use Box 131 at 
Country Grocer

to support 
the Archives
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CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know
suffer from a disability? Get up
to $40,000 from the Canadian
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HIP OR Knee replacement?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in Walking/Dress-
ing? Disability Tax Credit
$2,000 Tax Credit $20,000
Refund. Apply Today For As-
sistance: 1-844-453-5372.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists in huge
demand. Employers prefer 
CanScribe graduates. A great
work-from-home career! Con-
tact us now to start your train-
ing day. www.canscribe.com.
1-800-466-1535. 
info@canscribe.com

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT 
or 1-855-768-3362 to start
training for your work-at-home
career today!

START A new career in
Graphic Arts, Healthcare,
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a
GED, call:  855-670-9765

TRAIN TO be an apart-
ment/condo manager. Many
jobs registered with us. Good
wages and benefi ts. Govern-
ment Certifi ed online course.
35 Years of success!
www.RMTI.ca/enq

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com
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CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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Mitchell

June 16, 1924 - Dec. 17, 2015

After 91 well lived years, our dearly 
loved, June Doris Carmichael Mitchell 
passed peacefully on December 17th, 
2015 in the warmth of her own bed and 
with all her life long collectibles and personal 
family treasures about her.

June was born, raised and lived a wonderful life on 
Salt Spring Island and throughout her years, was an avid 
artist, painter and a passionate gardener. The only child 
of Capt. James Mitchell and Mrs. Doris Butler Mitchell 
(nee Aitkens), June relished her memories of family life at 
their long time seaside home at the Ganges Harbour spit 
on Beddis Road. 

June worked for a brief time as an operator for the 
telephone company on Salt Spring which was then housed 
in the tiny white building now known as the Café Talia. 

June was fortunate to have experienced some incredible 
worldwide travels including a trip on the famed, Orient 
Express. It was the artistic culture and history of Italy that 
stole her heart and infl uenced her painting and love of 
design, furnishings and jewelry. 

Having never married, June was a dedicated daughter, 
friend and constant companion to her mother. June and 
her mother, Doris, eventually combined their individual 
creative and artistic talents to open and run a small gallery 
and gift shop known as “The Studio” from their Beddis 
Road property. 

June was a soft spoken and gracious little lady in every 
way and was particularly radiant whenever she wore an 
outfi t in her favourite colour “Pink”.

June leaves behind numerous dear cousins and loving 
friends residing in Parksville, B.C., Victoria, B.C., 
Ayrshire, Scotland and here on Salt Spring Island along 
with her beloved cat, Destiny.

We are grateful for all the special care and attention 
June received during her 2 ½ years at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Victoria and to her Doctors, Dr. Sherman and Dr. 
Grimwood.

June’s internment will be at the St. Mark’s cemetery 
alongside her mother.  At June’s request, there will be a 
short private graveside memorial. 
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Jacqueline Marie Rose Ritchie
October 27, 1930 – December 23, 2015

Jacquie, age 85, passed away 
peacefully at Lady Minto Hospital 
on December 23, 2015.

She is survived by her loving 
children Judy, Mark, Eric and 
Glenn.

The Ritchie family wishes to 
thank the doctors and staff for their 
excellent and compassionate care of 
our mother.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
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is rewarding and offers great earning potential? Are you a team 
player that has the ability to work in an extremely fast-paced 
environment? Are you an energetic individual with excellent 
organizational skills that will deliver superior customer service?

If you answered yes to these questions then we have a job 
opportunity for you.

This position offers a great compensation package that 
includes a benefit package and comprehensive training.

This job will be a good fit for you if you are: eager to learn; 
open to implementing new ideas to help customers grow their 
business; able to meet deadlines and work with minimum 
supervision.

Must have reliable transportation and valid driver’s license.
Driftwood Gulf Islands Media (www.driftwoodgimedia.com) 

includes our weekly newspapers, magazines, websites, regular 
special features, as well as many vertical publications each year.
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After 91 well lived years, our dearly 
loved, June Doris Carmichael Mitchell 
passed peacefully on December 17th, 
2015 in the warmth of her own bed and 
with all her life long collectibles and personal 
family treasures about her.

June was born, raised and lived a wonderful life on 
Salt Spring Island and throughout her years, was an avid 
artist, painter and a passionate gardener. The only child 
of Capt. James Mitchell and Mrs. Doris Butler Mitchell 
(nee Aitkens), June relished her memories of family life at 
their long time seaside home at the Ganges Harbour spit 
on Beddis Road. 

June worked for a brief time as an operator for the 
telephone company on Salt Spring which was then housed 
in the tiny white building now known as the Café Talia. 

June was fortunate to have experienced some incredible 
worldwide travels including a trip on the famed, Orient 
Express. It was the artistic culture and history of Italy that 
stole her heart and infl uenced her painting and love of 
design, furnishings and jewelry. 

Having never married, June was a dedicated daughter, 
friend and constant companion to her mother. June and 
her mother, Doris, eventually combined their individual 
creative and artistic talents to open and run a small gallery 
and gift shop known as “The Studio” from their Beddis 
Road property. 

June was a soft spoken and gracious little lady in every 
way and was particularly radiant whenever she wore an 
outfi t in her favourite colour “Pink”.

June leaves behind numerous dear cousins and loving 
friends residing in Parksville, B.C., Victoria, B.C., 
Ayrshire, Scotland and here on Salt Spring Island along 
with her beloved cat, Destiny.

We are grateful for all the special care and attention 
June received during her 2 ½ years at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Victoria and to her Doctors, Dr. Sherman and Dr. 
Grimwood.

June’s internment will be at the St. Mark’s cemetery 
alongside her mother.  At June’s request, there will be a 
short private graveside memorial. 
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Jacqueline Marie Rose Ritchie
October 27, 1930 – December 23, 2015

Jacquie, age 85, passed away 
peacefully at Lady Minto Hospital 
on December 23, 2015.

She is survived by her loving 
children Judy, Mark, Eric and 
Glenn.

The Ritchie family wishes to 
thank the doctors and staff for their 
excellent and compassionate care of 
our mother.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
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opportunity for you.

This position offers a great compensation package that 
includes a benefit package and comprehensive training.

This job will be a good fit for you if you are: eager to learn; 
open to implementing new ideas to help customers grow their 
business; able to meet deadlines and work with minimum 
supervision.
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Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a
GED, call:  855-670-9765

TRAIN TO be an apart-
ment/condo manager. Many
jobs registered with us. Good
wages and benefi ts. Govern-
ment Certifi ed online course.
35 Years of success!
www.RMTI.ca/enq

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

June Doris Carmichael 
Mitchell

June 16, 1924 - Dec. 17, 2015

After 91 well lived years, our dearly 
loved, June Doris Carmichael Mitchell 
passed peacefully on December 17th, 
2015 in the warmth of her own bed and 
with all her life long collectibles and personal 
family treasures about her.

June was born, raised and lived a wonderful life on 
Salt Spring Island and throughout her years, was an avid 
artist, painter and a passionate gardener. The only child 
of Capt. James Mitchell and Mrs. Doris Butler Mitchell 
(nee Aitkens), June relished her memories of family life at 
their long time seaside home at the Ganges Harbour spit 
on Beddis Road. 

June worked for a brief time as an operator for the 
telephone company on Salt Spring which was then housed 
in the tiny white building now known as the Café Talia. 

June was fortunate to have experienced some incredible 
worldwide travels including a trip on the famed, Orient 
Express. It was the artistic culture and history of Italy that 
stole her heart and infl uenced her painting and love of 
design, furnishings and jewelry. 

Having never married, June was a dedicated daughter, 
friend and constant companion to her mother. June and 
her mother, Doris, eventually combined their individual 
creative and artistic talents to open and run a small gallery 
and gift shop known as “The Studio” from their Beddis 
Road property. 

June was a soft spoken and gracious little lady in every 
way and was particularly radiant whenever she wore an 
outfi t in her favourite colour “Pink”.

June leaves behind numerous dear cousins and loving 
friends residing in Parksville, B.C., Victoria, B.C., 
Ayrshire, Scotland and here on Salt Spring Island along 
with her beloved cat, Destiny.

We are grateful for all the special care and attention 
June received during her 2 ½ years at Sunrise Senior Living 
in Victoria and to her Doctors, Dr. Sherman and Dr. 
Grimwood.

June’s internment will be at the St. Mark’s cemetery 
alongside her mother.  At June’s request, there will be a 
short private graveside memorial. 

.,

Jacqueline Marie Rose Ritchie
October 27, 1930 – December 23, 2015

Jacquie, age 85, passed away 
peacefully at Lady Minto Hospital 
on December 23, 2015.

She is survived by her loving 
children Judy, Mark, Eric and 
Glenn.

The Ritchie family wishes to 
thank the doctors and staff for their 
excellent and compassionate care of 
our mother.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media
is now accepting applications for an

ACCOUNT MANAGER

Are you looking for a great long-term full-time job? A job that 
is rewarding and offers great earning potential? Are you a team 
player that has the ability to work in an extremely fast-paced 
environment? Are you an energetic individual with excellent 
organizational skills that will deliver superior customer service?

If you answered yes to these questions then we have a job 
opportunity for you.

This position offers a great compensation package that 
includes a benefit package and comprehensive training.

This job will be a good fit for you if you are: eager to learn; 
open to implementing new ideas to help customers grow their 
business; able to meet deadlines and work with minimum 
supervision.

Must have reliable transportation and valid driver’s license.
Driftwood Gulf Islands Media (www.driftwoodgimedia.com) 

includes our weekly newspapers, magazines, websites, regular 
special features, as well as many vertical publications each year.

Please forward resumes to: 
Amber Ogilvie

aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Workshops 
on the Rock and

Easter Art Tour 2016 
INFORMATION 

SESSION
Thursday January 14th at Mahon Hall

Two sessions: 12 - 1pm and 5 - 6pm

We welcome participation from workshop leaders in 
the Arts and Easter Art tour applicants.

for more info visit: www.workshopsontherock.com
Easter Art Tour: saltspringeasterarttour.com

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 2, 2016

REGULAR MEETING
2:00 pm Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

at Central Hall

Our Legacy Fund Charitable 
Program is now on. 

Please donate.
 See archives website for details.

Chris Arnett talks about 
“Kanaka/Coast Salish family of Isabella Point”.

Salt Spring Island Historical Society

All are welcome http://saltspringarchives.com/historical

Also use Box 131 at 
Country Grocer

to support 
the Archives
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ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
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HIP OR Knee replacement?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in Walking/Dress-
ing? Disability Tax Credit
$2,000 Tax Credit $20,000
Refund. Apply Today For As-
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Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY
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RENTALS

STORAGE

 WANTED TO RENT

WANTED MINIMUM 2 bdrms, 
2 bath executive home (min 
1500sq ft) for April 1, 2016.  6 
months to long term. Call 
1(760)913-0119.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - make money and  
save money with your own 
bandmill - cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to 
ship. Free info and DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

FIREARMS. ALL types want-
ed, estates, collections, single 
items, military. We handle all 
paperwork and transportation. 
Licensed Dealer. 1-86-960-
0045. www.dollars4guns.com

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
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Attention New 
Salt Springers!
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for a great welcome visit. 
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250-537-6090

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930
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Attention New Salt Springers!

A Canadian Tradition Since 1930

Run it 
FOR 3 

months!
$34.99
Run your 

classified ad 
in the 

Driftwood 
and the Extra 
for 3 months!

CALL NOW
250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

       
        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) Some defi nite 
and noticeable shifts are occurring in 
your public and professional life. These 
are both the source and cause of 
dreams and visions of possibility. Over 
the past several years circumstances 
have ushered in the foundation of 
signifi cant change in your life. At best 
this is activating your leadership and 
your pioneering spirit. Now it is time to 
execute the next phase of your plan.

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) You are 
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  g a i n i n g  a  w i d e r 
perspective on the world and your 
place in it. To fully succeed, you have 
some work to do and this includes some 
rather large inner changes. Perhaps it 
is your beliefs or attitudes or your basic 
philosophy of life that needs attention. 
Either way this process is already 
underway and your main task is to tune-
in and cooperate.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) A whole new 
sense of drive has kicked in to gear. 
Circumstances are demanding more 
traction than you have needed for a 
while. While you resolve may be high, 
fun may not be the best word to describe 
what you feel you must do. Of course, it 
may be your nature and it remains your 
choice as well to weave fun into the mix. 
In the short term, dig deep to access 
your core strengths.

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Some shifts 
and shaking on relationships fronts are 
underway. You will be challenged not to 
pay lip service to people and situations 
for the sake of keeping the peace if 
doing so undermines your authenticity. 
In simple terms, circumstances will push 
you to get real. It is for you to decide with 
whom, how and where it really counts.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) You have some 
work to do. The good news is that not 
having work can be worse. The first 
step is to get clear. This may involve 
speaking your mind. Yet the most 
important person who will hear your 
thoughts is you. Already the flow is 
guiding you to dig deeper. The goal is 
to get past any denials, deceptions and 
procrastinations. That is all.

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Your creative 
powers are on the rise on your energy 
levels are close in tow. Your sights 
are set on the future and you are in 
an expansive and risky mood. The time 
has come to exercise your executive. 
Get comfortable with making important 
decisions with long-term implications. 
The world may not be your oyster yet, 
but you probably possess a pocket full 
of pearls.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Your power 
mojo has been activated. Things are 
fi nally moving in your world and you are 
determined to contribute to this dynamic. 
With your ambitions on a steady rise, 
you could really advance your position 
over the coming weeks and months. Yet 
with Mercury retrograde, take the time 
to read the fine print and/or measure 
twice. That said, go for it!

Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Your mind 
is racing and you may feel challenged 
to keep up. Fortunately, a bell has just 
sounded and like a racehorse out of the 
gates you are off to a gallop. Investment 
is a key word these days so be willing 
to play along. Finances may be a little 
tight right now and if so devote your 
time to designing a workable plan. Set 
your intentions clearly on success, then 
cruise and trust the pace.

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) What 
do you have to support what you want 
to achieve? This is a call to do some 
inventory. Your list could have a few 
categories and among them will be your 
talents and skills. Include a list of what 
you want and feel you need to succeed. 
Follow-up by outlining what you do not 
want and need, including people and 
attitudes, as required.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) The New 
Moon in your sign is more than an 
invitation; it is a pulse surging in your 
veins. Meanwhile, many thoughts, 
ideas, visions and plans are swirling 
in your mind. At issue is the challenge 
to decipher which involvements and 
commitments that have been keeping 
you busy for the past several years 
anyway no longer serve your greater 
good.

Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) The time 
has come to follow-through on plans 
that have been brewing in your mind. 
Perhaps you have already taken key 
initiatives; if so, even better. Now it is 
time to get to work. Fortunately, you 
are probably in the mood to do some 
homework. Associate pleasure to the 
process and get cozy as your turn your 
focus to a crunch period when making 
extra efforts is its own reward.

Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Shaking hands 
and swinging deals is on your mind at 
least. Yet this is also a good time to 
dream and plan for your future. With 
your public sphere steadily expanding, 
the time is right to give each front their 
due. The key word now is discipline. 
This includes obtaining new tools and 
skills and sooner than later. Saddle in 
for a steady ride and you will be in good 
shape for the big races in late March.

TIP OF THE WEEK
The fi rst New Moon of 2016 takes place on January 9 at 5:30 pm PST at 19 Capricorn 
13. The fact that it occurs on January 10th at the International Dateline which is 
just east of the shores of New Zealand and which therefore encompasses Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Australia and all other countries not mentioned east of the Prime 
Meridian which constitutes 0 longitude for the planet, where the majority of the 
world’s populations live, upholds that January 10th is the offi cial date. 

Since the perspective of the New Moon takes on a global perspective these 
factors must be considered in regards to the more objective and collective angle. 
Interestingly however, the subjective factor of dates comes to the fore regarding our 
astrology and numerology linked to our ‘actual’ birth date and time for the location 
of our birth. 

The deeper themes linked to this New Moon require more room to elaborate so 
I invite you to sign-up for my free New Moon Newsletter on my website. With 
the Sun and Moon in close proximity to Pluto and Mercury also in Capricorn at 
the critical 29th degree and retrograde suggests that 2016 will be rather intense, 
transformational and full of large scale surprises that will affect us all. Stay tuned…
there’s more to come.
Gift Certifi cates are easy to purchase and can be sent to you by mail or email. 
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON 

MY WEBSITE.....................................................................................................
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SOCCER

Old Boys open year with ‘Frosty Balls’
Play resumes next 
weekend for all 
teams

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Old Boys toasted 
the inaugural Frosty Balls sev-
en-a-side soccer tournament in 
Victoria with one win and a pair 
of losses over the weekend.

“It has to be noted that the 
opposition was younger, faster, 
fi tter and possibly more skillful 
than the Magnifi cent Ten and, 
on refl ection, Old Boys should 
have been playing in an older 
age group,” said Fraser Hope, 
the team’s offi cial spokesperson 
and statistician.

Hope said the tournament’s 

rules threw Salt Spring’s “well-
oiled machine” into disarray 
and chaos. The team dropped 
its opening match 5-1 to Vic 
Scottish and followed up with 
a 9-1 thrashing by Juan de Fuca.

Despite the humiliating start 
to 2015, Hope said, players 
found reason for optimism.

“Several bright spots: it was 
not raining, we opened the beer 
garden and ‘El Nino’ returned 
from Spain to score in each 
fixture, ably supported and 
assisted by Dave ‘DT’ Toynbee 
and a ‘Stella’ performance in 
goal from Dennis Shaw, who 
kept the scoreline respectable,” 
Hope said.

Fortified by beer garden 
refreshments and pizza, the Old 
Boys regained the field intent 
on upholding their honour 

against the Nearly Dead from 
Gordon Head.

The Old Boys took a prom-
ising three-goal lead within 
the opening 15 minutes, only 
to watch the Nearly Dead claw 
back to within a goal.

“As readers of past reports 
will note, nothing is ever certain 
with the Old Boys,” Hope said.

Stefan Cermak gave the Old 
Boys a two-goal advantage 
before the half, and Graham 
Tweddle secured the win with 
an unexpected long-range shot 
on goal in the second. 

“Everyone in the Vancouver 
Island Soccer League, includ-
ing his own team, thought he 
would pass,” Hope said. “A well 
earned 5-3 win, with everyone 
running their ‘frosty socks’ off 
for the victory.

“The tournament pro-
vided a great opportunity for 
the Old Boys to sharpen their 
responses, fine tune tactics 
and, of course, lose a few of the 
pounds (kilograms for some 
of us) gained over the festive 
season.”

The Old Boys return to regu-
lar season play in a rematch 
against Gordon Head at Loch-
side Park on Sunday, Jan. 11 
at 2 p.m.

Salt Spring FC (1-4-5) 
resumes Vancouver Island Soc-
cer League play with an away 
game against Gorge United FC 
(4-6-3) on Saturday, Jan. 17. In 
Lower Island Women’s Soccer 
Association action, top-ranked 
Salt Spring United travels to 
play Bays United FC on Sun-
day, Jan. 18.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Greatness thrust upon Twelfth Night pairs
Others assumed to swear 
and smile at grief

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Bearing gifts, the bridge players traversed 
afar to the Christmas party on Dec. 22, and 
there were four kings involved, not just 
three — plus queens, knaves, commoners, 
and elves wearing Santa hats.  

No gold, frankincense or myrrh, but 
there were bottles of wine, cordial, choco-
lates, books, baked goods, fruits — all sorts 
of goodies — and everybody won, with a 
draw taking place throughout the evening 
between hands. As far as the game’s win-
ners were concerned, it was Pat Sutherland 
and John Wellingham who came out on 
top, ahead  of George and Flo Laundry. 

Third place 
went to Patri-
cia  Hewett 
and Bob Mor-
risette, with 

brother and sister Don and Jean Elder com-
ing fourth among the four and a half tables.

The Christmas festivities being over, 
there were fi ve full tables on Dec. 29, look-
ing forward to the coming New Year cel-
ebrations. It was George Laundry and the 
returned-from-Kauai Paul Retallack who 
triumphed, with Doug and Jillian Reid in 
second place, enjoying a rest from Mon-
day evening Scottish country dancing for 
a change. Liz and Oleh Mycyk came third, 
with Flo Laundry and Lynn Thorburn in 
the fourth spot. So here’s a cup o’ kindness 
yet . . . 

The festivities being over on Twelfth 

Night (Jan. 5), as Viola said, we will draw 
the curtain and show you the picture. There 
were four and a half tables despite the foggy 
weather. The two pairs who achieved great-
ness shared first place and a high score, 
with a husband and wife in opposition but 
matching each other, namely Flo Laundry 
with Lynn Thorburn in a tie with the George 
Laundry-Paul Retallack team. 

Greatness was also thrust upon Jeff Bell 
and Ron Hall who were a close second. The 
Hewett-Morrisette pair made it to third 
place, with Blanche Poborsa and Pat Brown 
coming fourth. Fortunately none of the 
winners said, “Go, hang yourselves, all! You 
are idle shallow things: I am not of your ele-
ment” to the rest of the players as Malvolio 
did, but more likely some left Seniors mut-
tering, “Nay, let me alone for swearing” and 
others were smiling at grief.

BRIDGETRICKS

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN

From left, Melynda Okulitch helps wrap her husband Andrew Okulitch in prepara-
tion for the Jan. 1 Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim; Bob McGinn has the right hat 
for the occasion; Dion Hackett and Cindy Clark return to shore after making the 
plunge in their fl uorescent garb. “Bright” was the optional costume theme for 
the 2015 edition of the traditional event. For more photos, see the Driftwood’s 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/gulfi slandsdriftwood
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TEAM SPORTS 

Salt Spring Island roller derby squad seeks ‘fresh meat’
Fundraising and 
recruitment event 
at Moby’s 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Anyone who wants to 
begin the year with a bang, 
and grab a burger and a 
pint in the process, can 
drop by next week’s Fresh 
Meat meet-and-greet at 
Moby’s Pub. 

The Friday, Jan. 15 event 
is organized by members 
of Salt Spring’s renowned 
roller derby team The 
Committed to attract new 
members and raise money 
for the coming season.

The team is looking 
for between six and 10 

members who can attend 
about two practices a week 
at Fulford Hall and par-
ticipate in the occasional 
match against inter-island 
rivals like the Pender 
Island Killer Wheels or 
Duncan’s Brass Knuckle 
Derby Dames.

Kate Richer, who joined 
the team in March, said 
the team works hard to 
create a schedule that fi ts 
the needs of its members.

“It’s not like soccer, 
where you’re playing 
games every weekend,” 
she said.

Richer got intrigued by 
the sport while watch-
ing The Committed host 
off-island teams at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School. 
She sat on the fence, 

SOCCER 

Boys happy with Frosty Balls tourney fi nish 
Team comes within one 
point of championship title

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Ten hardy Old Boys plus their reporter 
headed for the second annual Frosty 
Balls seven-a-side tournament hosted 
by the Saanich Fusion Club on the week-
end.

Frosty Balls by name and certainly 
Frosty Balls by nature, given the tin-
gling feeling that is always present at 
Tyndall fi eld in Gordon Head — that is 
the tingling feeling that whips across 
the nether regions of the Saanich Pen-
insula.

For most of the team, it was an oppor-
tunity to work off some holiday celebra-
tion, but for myself it was the chance to 
renew and enjoy the delicious fl avour of 
the sausage rolls provided by the conve-
niently located Township Coffee across 
from the fi eld. 

While the team warmed up, I negoti-
ated with the management for a round 
of sausage rolls to be put aside for the 
fi rst interval.

In the first match against Fusion 
Solos, a very busy Solos goalkeeper kept 
the rampant Old Boys off the score sheet 
for much of the game. The halftime team 
analysis pointed to superior fi tness and 

“tactics and skills” winning out. Within 
30 seconds, Old Boys were 1-0 down 
with a Solos breakaway all against the 
run of play, giving goalkeeper Dennis 
Shaw no chance with not one defensive 
player in sight.

Eventually, a Matt Johnson snap shot 
gave the Old Boys a much-needed boost 
to further pressure the Solos, with Rainer 
Funk heading past the post on the fi nal 
whistle. Only exceptional goalkeeping 
prevented the Old Boys from securing 
three points.

Miscommunication between shift 
changes at Township Coffee meant a 
much-reduced lunch of sausage rolls, 
but it was ably substituted by brat-
wurst on a bun supplied by the hosts. 
The team has asked Stefan Cermak to 
refrain from consuming bratwurst or 
any other “unspecifi ed” meat products 
on away games.

The second match of the day saw the 
Old Boys resurrect their age-old rivalry 
with the Gordon Head Nearly Dead. 
Nearly Dead are a tale of two teams: 
home and away. Old Boys have often 
fallen to this anomaly and were wary of 
a team that is considered our “friend-
liest” opponent. Talk was of the Old 
Boys “peaking” for this contest, though 
Graham Tweddle confessed to having 
“peaked” 30 years ago. 

Right from the start, Shaw’s Christ-

mas wish list request for a ball trajec-
tory iPhone app was tested with Nearly 
Dead taking a shot from the kick-off 
that almost beat his outstretched hands 
for a goal, but Shaw was awake. Bare-
ly awake, but enough to prevent an 
embarrassing start. 

Gordon Head decided a quick start 
was needed to have a chance of victory, 
and Shaw had to make several saves to 
keep his sheets clean. Old Boys quickly 
weathered early pressure and a Matt 
Johnson through pass allowed Funk to 
open the scoring.

Another Johnson through ball saw 
Mark Aston increase the lead. Near-
ly Dead are always a threat from the 
big shooter, but Shaw made crucial 
saves when needed — one with a fully 
stretched toe that saved his shutout. 

Aston scored his hat trick with two 
fi rst-time volleys from threaded through 
passes from Cermak and Mike Berndt 
that gave Gordon Head no chance. Old 
Boys eventually fi nished the game com-
fortable winners, and “Spider-Man” 
Shaw and “Hat Trick” Aston were voted 
joint MVP by the referee.

 The team retired to the clubhouse 
satisfi ed with four points out of fi ve.

See the sports section of www.gulfi s-
landsdriftwood.com for a report on Sun-
day’s Old Boys game.

wanting to step into the rink 
yet always fearful she was too 
delicate for what appeared to 
be such a rough-and-tumble 
sport.

“I had been watching the 
games and was totally fascinat-
ed,” she said. “When I gave it a 
try, I fell in love with the sport. 
It’s a lot of fun.”

Roller derby players, she 
happily discovered, value their 
limbs and noggins. Basic train-
ing offers an orientation to the 
protective equipment needed 
and covers the right and wrong 
ways to fall.

Roller derby players don’t 
just play the sport for fun. It also 
improves cardio, strengthens 
balance, works the core, builds 
a healthy heart, promotes 
mental health, builds team-
work, boosts self-confidence 
and improves endurance.

It took Richer about five 
months to build up her skating 
muscles.

“It’s really physical,” she 
said.

Richer will be among the 
players who will field any 
questions from prospective 
members at next week’s meet 
and greet. She hopes plenty of 
people will come out to learn 
more about the team or to 
simply support a great cause.

“We’re using that opportu-

nity as a place to come and get 
some information before you 
strap on the skates,” she said.

Tickets for the Jan. 15 Moby’s 
event, which takes place 
between 6 and 9 p.m., are avail-

able by getting in touch with 
Richer at 250-537-8566 or kat-
ericher@shaw.ca.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

The Committed team members show their stuff  during a practice at Fulford Hall. Anyone inter-
ested in checking out the sport should come to a meet and greet at Moby’s Pub on Friday, Jan. 
15.  The event is also a fundraiser for the team. 


