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Refugee
plans hit
snag

Public
input on
park plan
wanted
Brinkworthy residents
defend their
neighbourhood

Approved Syrians in limbo
in Turkey

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A home has been furnished, car seats have
been installed in a station wagon and places
are ready in local preschool and elementary
school programs, but so far there is no sign of
the Khaldis, the Syrian family of six that was
approved for local sponsorship.
“This has been an emotional yo-yo for all
of us,” said Anne Marshall, a lead member of
the Salt Spring Refugee Sponsorship Group
(SSRSG).
An ad hoc community team spearheaded
by members of the Salt Spring Unitarian Fellowship and Salt Spring Zen Circle, the sponsorship group has spent the past six months
raising funds, gathering top-quality donations
and working on the application process for two
sponsorships. They plan to bring a young man
to the island in addition to the Khaldi family.
The Canadian government’s announcement
that it had fulfilled its promise to bring in
25,000 Syrian refugees and would concentrate on longer-standing applications from
other regions after Feb. 29 disrupted private
sponsorship plans like those of the Salt Spring
group. Some hope returned when Immigration
Minister John McCallum temporarily reversed
the cut-off and allowed 10,000 private sponsorships already underway to have priority until
March 31.

REFUGEES continued on 5
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Salt Spring Books
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MYSTERIOUS MANEUVER: Linda Scarlett-Hauck is transformed into Hercules Perot, the
famous Belgian detective from Moose Jaw, Sask., as he proclaims his innocence at the Salt Spring
Public Library’s April Fools’ Murder Mystery fundraiser on Friday night. More photos can be seen
on the Driftwood’s Facebook page.
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Parks and Recreation Commission staff took their playing fields proposal on the
ro a d l a s t we e k , h o s t i n g a
series of public events with
potential park users, agricultural proponents and neighbours of the proposed site at
the end of Brinkworthy Road.
“There are challenges with
this, but with challenges
come oppor tunities,” said
Judy McLeod, a facilitator
who led Wednesday’s open
h o u s e a t t h e Br i n k w o r t h y
clubhouse.
About 40 neighbours from
the area near the proposed
playing field site attended
the event to hear PARC’s latest pitch and ask questions
about the multiphase plan
to build baseball diamonds,
soccer fields, a playground
a n d w a l k i n g t ra i l s o n t h e
15-acre property.
Many participants voiced
opposition to the plan based
on fears the project will
increase noise and traffic in
their quiet neighbourhood.

PARK continued on 2
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COST OF GOVERNMENT

Modest tax increase from CRD budget
New Ganges CRD
office in the works
By gail sjuberg
D r i f t wo o d e d i to r

Photo by Dave Bartle

THANKS, KURT!: Acting fire chief Arjuna George,
left, presents Capt. Kurt Irwin with a certificate and
medal marking Irwin’s 25 years of volunteer service to
the Salt Spring Fire-Rescue department at the annual
firefighters’ association appreciation dinner on Saturday night. Also receiving awards from George were assistant fire chief Jamie Holmes (for 20 years of service);
firefighter Warren Nuyens (for five years of service); FF
Nancy Purssell (most dedicated to public education
and prevention); FF Colin McDougall (most dedicated
to training); FF Tom McCormick (most dedicated to
incidents); FF Nic Adams (rookie of the year); and Capt.
Dominique Gaudet (firefighter of the year).

It will cost about $175,000
more for Salt Spring property
owners to receive basic Capital Regional District services
this year than it did in 2015.
The 2016 budget bylaw
passed by the CRD Board last
Wednesday sets total CRD
expenditures on Salt Spring
at $5,213,100, amounting
to $777.55 for an averageassessed residential property
of $479,911, up about $30 or
3.83 per cent from last year’s
figures.
The main reason for the
increase is to fund a move of
CRD administration from the
Parks and Recreation Commission site at Portlock Park
to downtown Ganges. An
extra $98,140 has been allotted in the budget to renovate,
furnish and rent space next to
Apple Photo in the Creekside
complex.
Since adding senior administration and engineering
responsibilities to Salt Spring,
the Portlock Park building
once used solely for PARC
and former pool needs has
become unworkable.
“It’s an incredibly ugly, cha-

otic and crowded space,” said
Salt Spring’s electoral area
director Wayne McIntyre.
Efficiencies will be seen by
incorporating McIntyre’s current office, which is in another Ganges building without
administrative support, into
the new space. PARC operations will remain at Portlock.
Higher amounts have
also been provided for arts
funding, mainly to support
ArtSpring (up to $85,850
from $74,640 last year);
emergency program planning (up to $91,040 from
$72,510); and the Salt Spring
library ($562,410, up from
$554,050). Increases for
those three items total an
extra $5.92 for an averageassessed residential property.
Salt Spring’s contribution
to the Capital Regional Hospital District dropped slightly from $951,353 to $933,132,
which costs $139.18 for an
average-assessed property.
Property owners in various water and sewer districts will still pay their
separate annual charges,
with no appreciable increases in any parcel taxes this
year. However, according to
Karla Campbell, the CRD’s
Salt Spring senior manager, the funding method for

the Maliview Estates Sewer
System area residents was
changed for this year. In
order to save the 5.25 per
cent the province charges
to collect the parcel tax, the
local water and sewer commission decided to eliminate the tax. Instead the
$330.42 amount was added
to the user fee, which was
also increased by $100, for
a total of $1,163.26 in 2016.

“It’s an incredibly
ugly, chaotic and
crowded space.”
Wayne mcintyre
Salt Spring electoral
area director to the
CRD

McIntyre said one positive
financial change is creation
of an approved contractors’ list for the island, so
that CRD staff and tradespeople do not have to come
to Salt Spring from the Victoria area to attend to some
tasks. McIntyre observed
that move keeps taxpayers’
money on the island and is
more efficient as well. The

downtown CRD office renovation will be done by local
trades, for example.
In t h e So u t h e r n Gu l f
Is l a n d s E l e c t o ra l A re a ,
property owners on Pender,
Mayne, Galiano and Saturna
islands will pay $2,012,765
for general CRD services,
up from $1,880,451 the year
before, for a 7.04 per cent
increase.
An increase in administration to support more economic development activities is cited as the reason for
much of the rise.
The CRHD portion for
the Southern Gulf Islands is
$726,805. The total CRD and
CRHD requisition for the
four islands is $396.28 for an
average-assessed residential
property of $362,511.
Like Salt Spring, additional
levies apply to residents of
certain service areas. Fire protection on Galiano, Saturna
and Pender are also separate
services, as are parks and rec
operations on all four islands.
The 2016 consolidated
CRD operating budget is
$263.1 million, with a $126.5
million budget for capital
projects. The hospital district
budget is $30 million.
CRD budget documents
can be accessed through its
website.

Consultation meetings held with farming and sports groups
PARK
continued from 1

“I feel like the ant facing the anteater,” said Phyllis Wakelyn, who lives in
the Brinkworthy community. “Should
you continue to pursue this ill-conceived location to
establish your project, it would be tantamount to giving

us a poke in the eye with a sharp stick.”
Others questioned whether the island’s
population justifies the need to move
ahead with the plan.
“I don’t think it’s need based,” said
Kristina Nilsson, owner of a property
next to the proposed site. “Communities of 10,000 don’t usually have such
ISISYOUR
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massive recreation facilities for the sake
of two sports, soccer and baseball. It
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exist. They don’t dictate their expectations to others to pay for out of our
taxes.”
PARC submitted an offer to buy the
agricultural property at 181 Brinkworthy
Rd. in September 2015. The Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee is reviewing
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Agricultural Land Reserve.
A common theme among participants
at Wednesday’s meeting was how long
it’s taken PARC to consult with people in
the neighbourhood. Thirteen lots in the
Brinkworthy complex are immediately
adjacent to the playing field property.
“Our input has not, as far as I can see,
been welcomed,” said Samantha Sanderson. “The real issue is whether we’re
in this together. If you want us in it, you
need to be in it with us.”
PARC followed up its Brinkworthy
meeting with an open house with potential park users later in the day and representatives from the island’s agricultural
community on Thursday evening.
Karla Campbell, the CRD’s senior
manager for Salt Spring Island, said the
meetings signal the start of a thorough
public consultation process. She said
selection of the 181 Brinkworthy site follows more than two decades of search-

Fly Home for FREE

*

ing for an appropriate site for playing
fields on the island.
“Here we have an opportunity to hear
from you about how you’d like to design
this,” she told the audience. “We are
here for you. It took us a little while to
get here, but there were some challenges
during the consultation phase, and we
do apologize for the length of time it
took.”
PARC manager Dan Ovington said in
an email that details from the meetings
are still being compiled. He said about
25 people attended Wednesday evening’s
sports group session and another 12 participants were at Thursday’s session with
agriculture representatives.
“Last week’s meetings were held for
the three major stakeholders,” Ovington
wrote. “We are planning to have additional meetings with stakeholders as well
as an open house to consult the general
public over the next few weeks.”

with

For Reservations, call 1-800-447-3247 or 604-273-8900
Or for Salt Spring Island, book online seairseaplanes.com and save even more $

FREE Parking at Richmond (YVR) terminal (based on availability)
FREE Shuttle from Richmond (YVR) to Vancouver Airport or
Canada Line Sky Train
• 6 scheduled ﬂights daily between Ganges and Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane ﬂeet in Canada
*Promotion is valid for return bookings only
between April 01-30, 2016. A full one way
• Frequent ﬂyer discount
fare must be purchased in order to receive
• Charter ﬂights available to other destinations, including USA.
a free one way return ticket voucher.

*Visit

seairseaplanes.com

for details
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Heads up!

Blossom Festival
Saturday, APRIL 9, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Heiwa Garden in the Peace Park

TRANSPORTATION

Commissioner’s letter suggests bleak road outlook
‘Neutral’ retired
highways engineer asks
difficult questions
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A letter in the agenda package of last week’s Salt Spring
Island Transpor tation Commission about the state of Salt
Spring’s roads presents plenty
of questions about the island’s
crumbling transportation
infrastructure.
G i v e n Sa l t Sp r i n g’s r u r a l
nature and low population density, the document states, the
cost to repair major damage to
the island’s road network “may
well be beyond the capacity of
a small community to absorb.”
The document was prepared
by t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o m m i s sioner Ross Simpson, a retired
highways engineer with experience in Canada and abroad, for
discussion at the group’s March
meeting. Though the document
was included in the March 29
meeting agenda and is available through the CRD website,

Driftwood file photo by Jen MacLellan

Crumbling North Beach Road in January of 2014. The area is one of the
trouble spots among Salt Spring’s road infrastructure.
discussion of the questions it
raises was postponed until May
because commissioners failed
to reach a quorum.
Simpson said he wrote the
l e t t e r t o s u m m a r i z e S S I TC

issues, which will be presented
to the island’s Incorporation
Study Committee for consideration.
“I don’t claim that this is a
report or professionally done,

I just wrote it straight off the
bat,” he said. “It presents a
series of questions for the
incorporation study group and
their consultants.”
Simpson said basic questions
should be answered to ensure
an informed debate about the
prospect of incorporation. He
said the document’s final draft
is contingent on contributions
from other commissioners.
“I’m asking the difficult questions, but I believe in putting
the facts out there and letting
ever ybody decide,” he said.
“I’m strictly neutral, not backing incorporation or the status
quo. I just want to ask the questions and get a few facts out.”
Among those facts, the letter
states, are a legacy of deferred
roa d mai ntenanc e, loomin g
demands for improvements and
outstanding drainage issues.
Factors like these put the island
“at risk of high maintenance
costs should Salt Spring Island
incorporate,” Simpson writes.
“Many roads on Salt Spring
started as cart tracks and
have been developed without
proper base courses and sub-

base courses,” reads part of
the 13-page document. “This
appears to have been maintained using thin asphaltic
concrete overlays on top of
highly cracked surfaces. Therefore, this poor residual condition would be potentially very
expensive to replace and may
require extensive reconstruction in the future.”
The document also raises questions about a future
municipality’s ability to pay for
“catastrophic failures,” such as
routes affected by landslides
and washouts.
Transportation commission
chair Robin Williams said the
document will be addressed at
the commission’s May meeting.
“The commission still has not
officially seen it,” he said.
Simpson’s letter has surfaced
a s t h e In c o r p o ra t i o n St u d y
Committee begins work to oversee completion of an updated
road report for the island.
Regular road maintenance on
Salt Spring is currently conducted by Mainroad Contracting,
which operates under contract
with the provincial government.

News briefs
May to speak
on PR voting

Sa a n i c h - Gu l f Is l a n d s
MP E lizabeth May will
visit the Salt Spring Public Library this Saturday,
April 9 for a non-partisan
presentation about proportional representation
(PR) starting at 3 p.m.
According to press material, community members
can learn more about the
difference that “making
every vote count” could
have on Canadian democracy, and what benefits
Canadians could expect to
see in Parliament and governance generally under

a different voting system.
Rabble.ca reports that
PR “generates more MPs
of colour, more women
M Ps a n d , l i k e l y, m o re
indigenous MPs. A 2014
survey of global parliaments found that of the 20
countries that have adopted proportional systems,
85 per cent have indigenous representatives —
compared to only 58 per
cent in non-proportional
systems.”
Following the talk, there
will be a short workshop
and discussion on PR
informed by the work of
Tony Hodgson of Fair Voting BC.

Park design
charrette
planned

The Salt Spring Island
Pa r k s a n d R e c r e a t i o n
Commission is embarking on the next phase of
community consultation
to update the master plan
for Centennial Park, with
a design charrette set for
Sunday, April 10.
The session to receive
feedback on draft design
concepts is part of the
second phase of an eightmonth community consultation process to inform a
comprehensive update to

the Centennial Park Master
Plan, which was created in
1966. Following a roundtable meeting held Feb.
28, PARC received over 400
responses to its community survey in March. The
updated master plan will
set a long-term vision for
the park and guide future
operations, management
and capital investment
decisions.
The community design
charrette will be held at
Salt Spring Island Middle
School from 10:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. on April 10.
Interested par ticipants
should RSVP by email to
ssiparc@crd.bc.ca or call

250-537-4448.
The next stages of the
process will see consultants share a refined draft
design from May to July
2016 for further comments. The draft master
plan will be presented to
PARC and the community
for a final round of feedback in September.

Assessment
appeals down
slightly

BC Assessment’s Property Assessment Review
Panel has finished hearing
from 88 Salt Spring prop-

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

erty owners who appealed
property assessment figures released in January.
The figure is down from
93 property owners who
took exception with BC
Assessment’s valuation of
their properties in 2015,
according to Gerry Marolla, deputy assessor for the
Vancouver Island region.
The Property Assessment
Review Panel is a three-person tribunal that hears and
makes decisions on complaints and recommends
changes to property assessments, Marolla added.
Panels across B.C. heard
appeals between Feb. 1
and March 16.
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TRANSPORTATION

Transportation commissioners work on parking woes
Lower speed limit hits
speed bump
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

With the island’s busy tourism
season already under way, the chair
of the Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission wants to put the
brakes on long-term parking within
the downtown core.
“It seems to me that the time is
really right,” said Robin Williams. “It’s
a hot-button topic.”
Williams said he frequently hears
complaints from business owners
and other islanders about the number of vehicles left in prime downtown parking spots for up to several
days at a time.

Be they employees who park in
town for the day or islanders who
store vehicles downtown during offisland trips, Williams said, long-term
parkers create congestion and take
spaces away from potential shoppers.
“This is larger than a daily parking
problem,” he said.
Williams has begun to discuss the
prospect of implementing a threehour time limit on parking within
parts of the downtown core with
business owners and the province’s
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. It’s unclear how the threehour limit will be enforced without
the creation of a parking authority, an
idea that Salt Spring’s Capital Regional
District director Wayne McIntyre did
not express support for at the meeting.

The tremendous number of visitors to the downtown core during the
first Saturday Market weekend this
year point to a need for a coordinated
policy, Williams added.
Commissioners were unable
to pass any decisions at last week’s
scheduled meeting due to the lack
of quorum. A parking plan strategy
update should be available at the
next commission meeting.
“Parking, like everything on Salt
Spring, is very complicated,” Williams said. “It would be nice if we
could address it as a cultural issue
rather than a policing issue.”

Speed limits in slow lane

Talk about lowering speed limits on parts of the island received
a lukewarm reception from trans-

portation commissioners and
CRD staff during discussions at
the library’s program room last
week.
“There’s divided opinion on it,”
said commissioner Ross Simpson.
“The two sides will never agree,
and you can just go on indefinitely.”
The speed limit reduction is
targeted at the stretch of FulfordGanges Road between Lee’s Hill
and the Cusheon Lake Road intersection. Commission chair Robin
Williams said the need for action
is based partly on an August 2015
collision between a car and Salt
Spring transit bus.
“Driving along that road can
be a very stressful experience,”
he said.

The speed limit topic led to further debate over pedestrian safety
in the Ganges core, crosswalks
and bicycle lanes leading to and
from the village centre.
“You need to find out what the
real issue is that you’re dealing
with,” said Karla Campbell, the
CRD’s senior manager for Salt
Spring.
She suggested commission
members launch an overview to
identify transportation priorities
on the island. Such a report would
bring together all major traffic and
pedestrian studies conducted on
the island, Campbell added.
The transportation commission’s next meeting is scheduled
for April 25 at 4:30 p.m. in the
Portlock Park portable.

CENSUS

Statistics Canada gears up for 2016 census program
Workforce set-up is
first priority
Canada is gearing up for the
2016 census count, which sees
the return of the long-form
questionnaire and an online
form completion option.
Census day 2016 is on
Tuesday, May 10. Accord-

ing to Kwong Wong, regional
assistant director for Statistics
Canada, households should
receive a census letter or longform package by early May.
To ensure as many forms as
possible are completed so that
the best data can be compiled,
Statistics Canada will be hiring
thousands of enumerators to
do the job across the country.

Wong said last week that 17
positions are available on Salt
Spring Island, about four on
Pender, three on Galiano and
Mayne islands, and one on
Saturna.
Enumerators’ main duties
are to follow up with individual households when census forms are not completed
online or the long-form paper

version is not returned.
They may also have to complete forms with people who
are in hospitals, care homes
or hotels.
Applicants must be 18
years of age or older, Canadian citizens or have permanent resident cards or landed
immigrant status, and be able
to work evenings and week-

ends. Having local community
knowledge is an asset. Interested people can apply online
or get more information at
www.census.gc.ca/jobs. Work
runs from May to August.
Wong said the census is
important to ensure that governments of all levels have
access to the highest quality data for making decisions

about public social service
needs in areas ranging from
health care to schools to poverty to housing and transit.
All census information is
kept strictly confidential. No
court or investigative agency,
whether foreign or domestic,
can access the information,
states the Statistics Canada
website.

EDUCATION

4TH ANNUAL

SSE dips in Fraser school report card
Educators oppose
inequitable ranking

April 8th -10th

Arbutus Meadows
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1515 East Island Hwy., Nanoose Bay
Friday, April 8th, 2016 10:00am – 8:00pm
Saturday April 9th, 2016 10:00am – 6:00pm
Sunday April 10th, 2016 10:00am – 5:00pm
Admission: $5.00 (weekend wristband – cash only)
Friday 2 for 1 Admission after 6:00pm
(Children Free: Under 18 accompanied by an Adult)

Parking: Free

RVDA of BC • 604-575-3868
info@rvda.bc.ca • www.rvda.bc.ca

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Elementary School
received a cautionary grade in the
latest report card issued by the Fraser Institute, while local educators,
school boards and the B.C. Teachers’ Federation are issuing a fail to
the think tank’s methodology and its
ranking system.
The institute’s rating scheme gives
elementary schools across British
Columbia a score out of 10, based
in large part on standardized Foundation Skills Assessment exams
for Grade 4 and Grade 7 students.
Although students’ 2015 FSA test
results improved in four out of six
categories compared to 2014, SSE’s
overall ranking dropped from 5.4
to 4.9, its worst performance since
2008. It was listed as 719th out of 944
schools.
SSE was the only school in the Gulf
Islands district on this year’s report
card, as results are tallied for groups
with 10 or more students enrolled
in Grade 4. District superintendent
Lisa Halstead said the results do not
accurately portray student progress.
“We have so many other forms
of evidence of how our students are
doing, and learning is a journey over
time. Each child is on a continuum
of learning,” Halstead said, adding the district’s position is that the
report card on schools is not a valuable exercise.

In addition to their students’ accumulated FSA scores in reading, writing and numeracy, school ratings are
impacted by the number of students
who don’t meet expectations and
the percentage of the cohort who
wrote the test. SSE is remarkable for
the high percentage of students who
opted out of taking the FSA test in
2015, at 37.7 per cent.
SSE’s low completion percentage not only skewed its grade but
obscures the real numbers of FSA
tests that were used to create that
score. From a total Grade 4 enrollment of 23 students, 15 wrote the
tests.
“Some of those who started the
test packed it in before it was over,”
Halstead said.
While 22 per cent achieved lower
than expectations, that represents
an actual number of just three students. Halstead said even then, the
scores do not necessarily reflect how
those students normally achieve.
“The FSA was only ever intended
to be a snapshot, and we know so
much can affect a student’s performance on given days,” she said.
Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association president Deborah Nostdal said
the high number of families opting
out of FSAs might be the result of
parent education. BCTF has been
vocal about the issue, sending letters home in recent years, and many
parents have taken the message to
heart. In addition, Halstead said students know the results “don’t count”
toward their grades and may be less
invested in the process.

B.C. educators have been hoping
to see the end of FSA tests for some
years. With the Ministry of Education’s Advisory Group on Provincial
Assessment now underway with a
program to transform assessment
methods, Nostdal said there is hope
that will be realized soon.
“We’re working really hard with
the ministry to come up with a
method of assessment that’s appropriate, and we’re making some real
headway,” Nostdal said, adding she
expects to see a replacement for the
FSA by 2017.
Public school educators across
the board say the Fraser Institute’s
system is inequitable and pits
schools against each other unfairly.
Noting the report consistently puts
private schools on top, they say it
doesn’t adequately consider socioeconomic factors. Other criticisms
are that FSA tests are not part of
the regular curriculum, take time
away from other subjects and create
stress for students.
Fraser Institute researchers
meanwhile insist their system
actually gives the best information
about how a school is delivering
education to its students.
“Our report card is the only
objective, reliable tool that parents
have to compare the academic performance of their child’s school over
time and to that of other schools
in their community,” report coauthor Peter Cowley said.
The Fraser Institute’s report card
on B.C. secondary schools is due to
be released in May.
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INCORPORATION STUDY

Incorporation group to examine ‘Bowen experience’
Committee will assess
tax implications
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

As last week’s original deadline
for the Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee’s final report
elapsed, the group has embarked on
the home stretch to the document’s
projected November completion
date.
With at least seven months of
work ahead, committee members
voted 7-1 to develop a taxation fact
sheet that will provide Salt Springers

with information about the effects of
incorporation on Bowen Island and
two other comparable communities
which have yet to be selected by the
committee.
“I think what we’ve heard from the
public is that they want to hear more
about Bowen Island. I think the job
for us around this table is to figure out
how to address that,” said committee
member Greg Clayton during the
group’s monthly meeting on Thursday evening.
Committee members dismissed
the prospect of a Bowen Island survey based on fears that half-truths
and spin from both sides of the incor-

poration debate could prevent an
accurate comparison between Salt
Spring and other communities.
By looking at taxation numbers
from the past 10 years, a majority of
committee members said they feel
enough fact-based information
can be provided to address what
has emerged as a major question in
advance of a potential referendum.
“It’s being debated in the public,
so it’s going to be a way to put fact to
rumour,” said committee member
Karen Wright.
Clayton, Kelly Hyslop and Stanley Shapiro will develop the taxation
data fact sheet used to compare the

four communities.
Towns that have incorporated
within the past 10 to 20 years and
are a similar size to Salt Spring will be
considered ideal candidates for the
project, the group added.
Study group member Uli Temmel
was the lone vote against the plan,
arguing that the group stands to gain
little from what he felt was an arbitrary exercise.
“Will this produce information
that will actually be relevant?” he
asked committee members. “The
fact that a large number of people
wish to bring in the experiences of
other municipalities on incorpora-

tion . . . doesn’t mean we actually have
to respond,” he said. “If it’s not appropriate to respond, we don’t need to. If
it adds nothing to the discussion of
any substance, we don’t actually have
to provide that information.”
Chair Mark Aston noted the data
sheet appears to be the best way to
cast a balance between the public’s
demand for information about other
municipal experiences and a thorough survey of how incorporation
has played out in other communities.
“There’s clearly no support for the
survey, but I don’t think we do nothing just because we can’t do all of it,”
he said.

Status of second sponsorship application in question
REFUGEES
continued from 1
SSRSG submitted its application for the Khaldis on Jan.
17. The family was approved
by the in-Canada processing
centre and then called to the
Canadian embassy in Ankara
to go through the overseas
processing centre, Marshall
explained. After passing secu-

rity and medical checks, the
Khaldis were approved on Feb.
28.
“They were told to go back
to where they had been living
in Antakya to wait for the Turkish officials to give them permission to depart the country.
The estimated wait time ‘could
be at least 10 days,’” Marshall
said.
“From March 5 on we have

been hoping every day to have
word from Canadian Immigration that they had arrived.
Nothing.”
SSRSG is hopeful the Khaldis’ application was completed soon enough that they will
be arriving shortly. They are
more concerned about the
young man, whose application was difficult and wasn’t
submitted until Feb. 17. The

last they heard he had been
approved by in-Canada processing but had not been
called for overseas processing in Turkey. That office was
closed after Canada’s reorganization of refugee priorities,
but there is still more cause
for worry.
“Word has it that the Turkish
government considers young,
single men as ‘draft dodgers’

and is sending them back to
Syria to serve in the military.
For a number of reasons, this
move would be disastrous to
‘our’ refugee,’” Marshall said.
The processing centre in
Turkey could potentially be
reinstated to deal with the settlement of refugees being sent
back to that country in a new
deal with the European Union.
SSRSG hopes their second

SAM ANDERSON

PUBLIC SAFETY

Youth sexual exploitation issue addressed
Capital Regional Action
Team members at
public event
How to prevent human trafficking of youth is the focus of
a presentation coming to Gulf
Islands Secondary School next
weekend.
The Capital Regional Action
Team is a group of individuals, agencies, government officials, police, teachers and youth
workers volunteering their time
to address the issue of sexually
exploited children and youth.
On Saturday, April 16, from 1
to 3:30 p.m., the CRAT team will
present an overview of the critical problem of human trafficking
of youth and the work they do to
address it.
CRAT chair Bill McElroy has
worked with sexually exploited
youth for over 15 years.
“These kids come from all
walks of life and from all communities, big and small,” he said.
McElroy feels that youth in
B.C.’s communities can be protected if people work together.
“Over the past 15 years, the
problem has shifted onto the
internet, where predators have
learned how to lure and trick
youth. As parents and community members, we need to educate
our youth about these issues.”
At the the April 16 event,
Miranda de Jong from Children
of the Street Society, based on
the Lower Mainland, will explain
how they take a collaborative and
comprehensive approach to pre-

venting the sexual exploitation of children
and youth. They believe that investing in
preventative measures means a decrease
in the need for intervention and enforcement services, and is cost-effective over
the long term.
The primary preventative tool is education and awareness workshops, and

they facilitate over 500 workshops in
approximately 30 B.C. communities.
Also at the presentation, Const. Jennifer Gibbs of the Mobile Youth Support
Team, and Mia Golden, a youth counsellor for the Pacific Centre Family Services
Association, will inform the audience
about their individual roles.

application will be accommodated as a result.
They also intend to draw
local political power to expedite their cause.
“When we first initiated
these Syrian refugee sponsorships in November, [MP]
Elizabeth May offered us assistance if we needed it. I will be
sending her a letter very soon,”
Marshall said.

APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician
for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

UP TO 60% OFF!

74% OFF! Our 10pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel

and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern kitchens, including
induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L,
2L and 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 24cm/9.5”ceramic non-stick fry pan,
and 4 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00.

60% OFF!

5pc non-stick
knife set.
List: $79.99..

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Paderno Everyday pans.
Similar to fry pans, but are deeper and feature
vented glass lids and two loop handles.
24cm/9.5” Canadiana Everyday pan.
List: $179.00. Now $69.99!
28cm/11” Canadiana Everyday pan.
List: $199.00. Now $79.99!

SAVINGS UP TO 80%! ON NOW THRU APRIL 10TH

250-537-5268

EMERGENCY SERVICE

56% OFF!

DRIFTWOO

20pc Chelton
flatware set, 4x5pc
place setting.
List: $79.99.
$79.99

IMMEDIATE
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$34
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40% OFF!

Spiral
slicer
greenreceive
If we
do- not
or grey. Makes spiral cuts for many of
your favourite vegetables and fruit.
Comes with three interchangeable
stainless steel blades and no-slip
suction bottom. List: $41.99.

$2499
$21999 $3199
UP TO 70% OFF! Paderno EcoPan Special Edition
fry pans. Durable ceramic interior - PFOA and PTFE free.
20cm/8” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan.
List: $99.99. Now $34.99!
25cm/10” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan.
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30cm/12” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan.
List: $149.99. Now $44.99!
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PTFE free bakeware. Starting
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SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love
Kitchen
Shop
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ISLAND
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Love
My Kitchen
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Beddis Road Road
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2015 CCNA Awards
Gold - General Excellence | Gold - Front Page | Gold - Editorial Page | Gold - Feature Series (Sean McIntyre & Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker) | Gold - Agricultural Story (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Community Newspaper Magazine (Aqua)
Silver - Editorial (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2015 BCYCNA Awards
Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan & Sean McIntyre) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Word on
the streets

C

onsultants chosen by
Salt Spring’s Incorporation Study Committee to
do an assessment of Salt
Spring’s roads arrive on the island
this week to begin a job that could
play a crucial role in the ongoing
incorporation debate.
Though Salt Spring’s roads are now maintained by
the province through Mainroad Contracting, a vote to
incorporate would leave the decisions in the hands of
a locally elected town council. Island property owners
would be responsible for most of the bills.
One need only look to the national headlines to
appreciate how transportation costs have wreaked
havoc with municipal
budgets in communities
large and small across the
Road condition
country. Prime Minister
assessment
Justin Trudeau’s “unsexy”
infrastructure spending
may not light up his social
Report’s findings media sphere, but it’s sorely
needed to keep the country
are critical
running.
Things aren’t any different on Salt Spring. We may not
be talking about billion-dollar bridges and multilane
freeways, but our rural infrastructure needs are equally
critical for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.
Knowing the intricacies of the island’s roads is
important to tell ratepayers what’s in store, and will
undoubtedly play a huge role if Salt Spring heads to an
incorporation referendum next year.
Consultants in charge of the road condition assessment will examine nearly 275 kilometres of gravel,
seal-coated and asphalt roads on the island. Results will
be released later this spring, hopefully providing a cost
estimate for remediating roads to some sort of provincial standard. Estimates should be considered in any
pre-referendum negotiations with the province.
Given the grim picture of Salt Spring’s roads presented in a letter by a former highways engineer and
member of the island’s transportation commission
(see story on page 3), it’s in the interest of all islanders
to make sure work carried out for the road condition
assessment speaks to the long-term financial consequences of dealing with a legacy of temporary fixes and
patchwork repairs; failure to do so could cripple the
incorporation debate before it even gets rolling.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Elizabeth Nickson

More power to become ourselves
In the debate over incorporation, one concern expressed
across the community is the possible changing of island
culture for the worse.
It is a concern worth considering, since it is shared by
many, whatever age or income. I believe, however, that
it is largely unfounded, and that is because of the island
culture that had been built over the past 40 years, itself
based on the contributions of family farms
and the small-scale cottagers of the last 100
years.
Each of us here is made painfully aware
of how special this place is every time we
leave. We return to cherish more its human
scale, its oddities, uniqueness and the lack
of commodification of the landscape, the
beauty, the people, and their arts and crafts.
People visit Salt Spring because of our specific individuality, because we remain small
and relatively humble. People buy houses
and settle in here because it reminds them of
the old dream of knowing the place wherein
you live and even more treasured (perhaps
secretly), that of being known. All would be
lost were we to somehow decide to throw it all over, and
become a Whistler-by-the-Sea.
But ask yourselves, what team of fearsome Vancouver
lawyers could overcome the organized, roaring protests
that greet any kind of faked-up groovy Salt Spring for the
masses? History shows us that team does not exist. Would

It is not the ‘burbs,
and if you want the
services and
amenities of the
suburbs, perhaps
best to relocate.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should parking restrictions in Ganges be enforced?
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

that change if we were a municipality? I don’t think so.
I rather think we will become more ourselves. With the
transfer of control from off-island bureaucracies to five
or seven locally elected town councillors, we take our fate
into our own hands. Petitioning becomes much much
easier. The things we want most — affordable housing,
genuinely local business, more young families, for the
sake of argument — are likely to come faster,
not slower, with an animated town council
deeply aware of what we want and who we
are.
The problems we do face — needed and
vertiginously expensive infrastructure —
are best faced as a team, rather than each
burden being borne by isolated committees. Together we can find the money for the
upgrades and engineering we need, as long
as we accept that this is the country. It is not
the ‘burbs, and if you want the services and
amenities of the suburbs, perhaps best to
relocate.
Salt Spring has made something to be
proud of, and we shouldn’t dilute it so we
can measure up to Saanich’s services. It just takes belief in
ourselves and in the tremendous value of what has been
built. In our history lie the seeds of a good future.

Yes

The writer is a published author who lives on Salt Spring
Island.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

No Should tennis and pickleball share the same space?

146

64
YES NO

GULF ISLANDS

DgiM

DriftwooD
gulf
islanDs
MeDia

Published every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
Ph: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613 Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934
Email: driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
Website: www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DgiM

DriftwooD
gulf
islanDs
MeDia

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday
Subscription Rates: In the Gulf Islands $52.50
Elsewhere in Canada $88.20* Foreign: $235.00*
Digital Edition: $39.85 anywhere | Prices include GST
Digital Edition with Print Edition subscription additional 1yr
$12.60 | 2 yr $18.90

We acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical
Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Editorial:
Sean McIntyre,
Elizabeth Nolan
Advertising:
Jennifer Lannan,
Dan Ureta

Front office:
James Burton,
Johanna Walkner

Amber Ogilvie
PUBLISHER

aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837
International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council

Lorraine Sullivan
PRODUCTION MANAGER

production@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2016 | 7



Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “If you want us in it, you need to be in it

with us.”

SAMANTHA SANDERSON, Brinkworthy resident, on pARC PARK PLAN

Salt Spring

Says

We asked:
How can Lower
Ganges Road
be made more
pedestrian
friendly?

Austen and Nova
Brown
Maybe better sidewalks
would help.

David Elderton

Kevin Teneycke

Mike Davy

Gail Muise

There’s talk of adding a crosswalk. If people are crossing
there, that’s a good place to
start.

A blinking orange light that
allows people to cross every
five minutes might help
without disrupting traffic too
much.

This is the least of our problems. Fulford-Ganges Road
deserves some attention for
basic safety.

There aren’t not enough
crosswalks and speed bumps.

Letters to the editor
Park option
Assuming that the Brinkworthy lands are the only
place on Salt Spring Island
that is suitable for a ball park,
here is an optional plan for
using the Agricultural Land
Reserve land.
First recognize that the ALR
land in question is Class-2
land suitable for growing a
wide variety of crops and is
a valuable resource for food
security on the island should
the need arise. Looking at
the changing climate and the
impact this is having on food
production here and around
the world, this piece of land
could become a life saver if
the need arose.
So let’s keep this parcel
of land in the ALR and turn

over a portion of the parcel
on the south side to the Salt
Spring Island Farmland Trust
to manage for the production
of food. This would alleviate
Brinkworthy residents’ concerns of stray balls, noise and
lights interfering with their
lives. The northern portion
could be used for a regulation-sized ball park, thus providing a valuable resource for
PARC and the CRD.
To accommodate traffic
and parking, buy another lot
that would connect this parcel to the Upper Ganges Road
and use this lot for entry/exit
and parking. This would solve
the traffic and parking problem.
This plan may not meet the
needs of everyone here, but it
would stand the best chance

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

of getting approval from
the ALC and the agriculture
community here. One could
also see it as contributing to
the economic activity of the
island.
Rod Bailey,
Brinkworthy

Equal space
First I will say that I am
neither a tennis player nor a
pickleball player, or for that
matter any racquet sport
player.
The Salt Spring Tennis Association brought up
some interesting points in
the March 30 Viewpoint piece
written by three members.
They state that the tennis
players want pickleball to
succeed and they now share
the courts. They don’t, how-

ever, mention that the courts
are on public park land and
are for the use of everyone,
not just tennis players.
I understand the tennis
players have fundraised for
the courts, but they do not
have the authority to say who
uses or “shares” these facilities any more than the soccer association has a right
to stop rugby players from
playing on the fields because
they have raised funds for
their sport.
The SSTA uses the example
of Panorama as a facility that
does not allow pickleball lines
on their tennis courts and he
is correct. They have instead
supplied separate courts for
both sports. They don’t allow
tennis lines on the pickleball courts either. It should

be noted that badminton can
also be played on the pickleball courts as they have
the same lines and is in fact
scheduled that way at Panorama.
The SSTA seems to have
great knowledge of how
much the pickleball people
haven’t helped themselves,
which is interesting since I
notice they are out fundraising all the time.
The SSTA is asking for a
firm date when the pickleball
lines will be removed from
the tennis courts, while saying they support the pickleball players. There seems
to be little support here. The
tennis people simply believe
they have a right to the use of
public courts, and yes, they
are public courts, exclusively.

It seems that since the
tennis people do not wish
to work with the pickleball
people that the only real solution is to divide the court
space into two separate areas
of equal square footage: one
for tennis and the other for
pickleball and badminton.
Take the tennis lines off the
pickleball/badminton courts
and paint the lines for these
sports instead and install permanent netting.
As the SSTA has insinuated,
fairness is their objective. Due
to their inability to compromise, this is the only fair solution that treats all CRD people
equally.
Brett Clibbery,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

St. Mary Lake saga misses crucial approach
By David J. Rapport
Sifting through the commentaries that have
appeared over the past month or so on the situation of St. Mary Lake (In Depth, In Response,
and Viewpoint pieces by John Sprague, Maggie
Squires, Peter Vincent and Ron Stepaniuk), it
would appear we are no closer to resolution of
the basic questions about the condition of St.
Mary Lake than we were when I first arrived on
the island nearly a dozen years back.
It seems that we are still hearing the same
old complaints about the quality of drinking
water from the lake: that it is sickening to the
eye and taste — safe as it may be, from a public
health standpoint, when treated. And we are
still hearing the same old controversies about
the efficacy of the lake’s aerators, although they
were finally turned off when it was recognized
that more likely than not they contributed to
the lake’s deteriorating condition, rather than
improving it. Bringing on the more powerful
aerators was a costly mistake, not just to the
lake, but to the taxpayers — in the neighbourhood of at least half a million dollars.
In the cross-fire of different views and opinions on where to go from here, some claiming
to be based on scientific analysis, it has become
all too apparent that what is lacking is any recognition of what has brought St. Mary Lake to
its ailing state, and in particular, recognition of
the folly of an approach predicated by and large
on “fixing the lake” instead of ‘”fixing ourselves”
— that is, redressing our collective destructive
behaviours.

INDEPTH

Nothing makes this clearer than
the second piece by Maggie Squires
(March 16), in which the author
makes an effort to practise her
“translation skills” by bringing some aspects
of limnology into focus for the general public. Dr. Squires does indeed offer some clarity on the complex pathways involved in lake
chemistry. But the key issue is something that
Dr. Squires appears to push to the side: the
impact of human activities on the deteriorating condition of St. Mary Lake. Undoubtedly, it
may be much more comforting to believe that
what is happening to the lake is just the “nature
of things”— that it has nothing to do with us
humans, but rather changes are just part of the
dynamic lake chemistry.
But her central conclusion that “40 years or
so of data do not suggest ongoing eutrophication [nutrient enrichment] due to human activity” is hardly credible, in light of thousands of
studies of human-induced eutrophication of
freshwater and marine ecosystems around the
world, including my own extensive work on the
degradation of the Laurentian Great Lakes and
the Baltic Sea (at various scales ranging from
bays to whole basins to watersheds). To make
such a claim can only contribute to public
complacency and the unfettered continuation
of the activities that have contributed to deteriorating the lake.
This is not to say that there are no natural
processes, particularly in lake basins, that lead
in the direction of eutrophication. But nar-

rowing the focus to just those
processes gives a very incomplete and misleading picture
of what we are facing today:
accelerated eutrophication as a consequence
of a variety of human pressures on the watershed — not only direct inputs of nutrients from
failing septic fields, but as well indirect deleterious impacts from removal of natural shoreline
habitat (to facilitate recreational use of the lake),
and disturbance in the watershed as a consequence of development and road construction,
and various other human activities that have
led to increased soil erosion and associated
nutrient inputs.
It is also true that, as a consequence of the
accumulation of a considerable nutrient load
in the sediments, there is re-suspension of sediments, and consequently intensification of
algal blooms. Add to the picture the impacts
of a warming climate and declining water levels, which are already further exacerbating the
intensity of algal blooms, not only in the lakes
but also in our coastal waters.
What is missing from the picture is the most
fundamental step in mounting a successful
effort to stem the loss of this ecosystem so vital
to the health of our island: namely, an integrative holistic perspective, such as that provided by the field of ecosystem health. Unless
this perspective is clearly articulated, we are
left grasping for straws — and vulnerable to
haphazard attempts to find solutions, like the
installation of aerators in a situation in which

they have likely done more harm than good.
It is quite unfortunate that the ecosystem
health perspective has found staunch detractors among some of Salt Spring’s biologists.
Such opposition is out of step with 21st-century ecosystem science. The ecosystem health
approach is front and centre in many regional,
national and global efforts to stem ecosystem
degradation. In Canada, the approach has been
applied particularly in the Great Lakes, our
northern rivers, the Fraser River and our coastal
ecosystems (e.g. the Bay of Fundy).
It is also central to many efforts to come to
grips with the failing health of our agroecosystems, grasslands and forest ecosystems. The
task is not easy, but a proper diagnosis cannot
be made solely from the perspective of limnology, or ecotoxicology, or even classical ecology.
It involves drawing upon a wide range of social,
natural and health sciences, in a manner that
clearly shows the inextricable links between
the health of our ecosystems, the dynamics
of our economy, and our personal health and
wellbeing.
This poses an enormous challenge, but one
that is being met elsewhere, and can be tackled
here, if we finally choose to adopt a holistic perspective. As my colleague the late Jack Vallentyne once said, “First direction, then velocity!”
The writer served as senior science advisor to
Statistics Canada, co-authored Canada’s first
State of the Environment Report and held the first
Canadian research chair in ecosystem health.
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Roads study rolling Rants and Roses
Salt Spring Island’s roads are
maintained by the province to a
defined rural standard, in accordance with a 1992 agreement
between the provincial government
and the Islands Trust. It is important
to note that the RCA shall be undertaken in the context of these prevailing road standards; municipal
incorporation, on its own, would
not give cause for any different road
maintenance standard.
The approach to the RCA will
comprise the following:
Each gravel and seal-coated
road (66 and 100 kilometres worth,
respectively) will be inspected to
assess the present condition.
All asphalt roads (98 kms) will
be reviewed to confirm their condition is comparable to the Ministry of Transportation’s 2013 Pavement Condition Assessment.
The roads will be assessed
based on 1) Ride Comfort Rating,
which is a qualitative assessment
of a road segment based on the
inspector’s judgment of select criteria while driving at the posted
speed limit, and 2) Distress Manifestation, a visually comparative
method assessed with two criteria:
severity and density of distress.
In addition to the surface condition, the drainage characteristics, concrete structures and
other general observations will
also be assessed.
As part of their scope of work,
and consistent with the ISC’s
commitment to extensive public
consultation, McElhanney will
also present their RCA findings
at a community meeting. This is
expected to happen in May or June,
prior to finalizing the RCA report.
For more information on the
Salt Spring Island Incorporation
Study, or to sign up for email
updates, visit www.ssiincorporationstudy.com.

iNcorporation
Study
corner
The Salt Spring Island Incorporation Study Committee (ISC) is
tasked with conducting and communicating to the community an
objective and thorough examination of the implications of incorporation for the island, should it
take place.
One significant impact resulting from incorporation relates to
roads, in that responsibility for
road costs would transfer from the
province to the municipality.
In December, the ISC learned
that sufficient information regarding the condition of the roads on
the island does not currently exist,
and earlier this year, was granted
additional funding and time by the
Ministry of Community, Sport and
Cultural Development to commission a road condition assessment
(RCA).
Starting in January, the ISC oversaw the development of a scope
of work and the execution of a
competitive bid process to solicit
proposals from qualified road engineering companies to carry out an
RCA. This work was undertaken by
Urban Systems, the consulting firm
engaged from the outset of the study
to conduct the study’s research and
analysis.
Based on this process, the ISC
has selected McElhanney Consulting Services Ltd. to conduct the
RCA. McElhanney, established in
1910 and having over 25 offices in
Western Canada, understands the
expectations and has relevant experience, including local knowledge.

EARTHQUAKE
UPDATES
Southwestern BC region gets 30% of the
earthquakes that happen in Canada. Last month
we had 109 events for the last month. To track
these events go to : http:///www.
earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc,ca/
index-eng.php.

GET PREPARED https://www.crd.bc.ca/
prepare-yourself/get-prepared
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Roses
An island full of multi-coloured roses to all our
friends and acquaintances for making life full of
fun and adventure over the past 24 years. Karen and
Brian
A truck load of roses to the man who saw my
wallet at the side of the road, stopped and picked
it up and delivered to my door. Love, respect and
gratitude for your kindness. Dianne
I would like to send out thousands of roses to

Keep public in
industrial
rezoning loop

This is an item which I suspect
many of us know little about. It has
been contentious and deserves
more public attention.
On Feb. 11 the LTC sent Bylaws
488, 489 and 490, regarding industrial lands, including waste management, for referrals (without first
reading).
On Feb. 16, industrial use community information sessions were
held in Fulford, Upper Ganges/
Long Harbour and Rainbow/Atkins
road locations.
On March 10, trustees approved
creating a new industrial zone
called “General Employment”
and referred this to First Nations,
government agencies and others.
The next revision of the bylaw will
include rezoning along Jackson
Avenue (from the gas station to
the auto parts store), and an “edge
planning” exercise to support an
LTC request to withdraw land from
the Agricultural Land Reserve.
More community consultation
and revision of bylaws followed by
a new round of community consultations is planned.
I personally need to inform
myself. How much industrial
land is currently under application awaiting outcome? How many
acres of currently zoned industrial land remain unoccupied?
Put some perspective to demand
and supply, and state what sort of
demand is out there.
Rick Laing, in his March 9
In Depth piece, comments very
informedly on the history of the
Island Trust’s Industrial Advisory
Planning Commission. He suggests
that our industrial zoning needs to
be creatively tweaked, not dumped
for “employment zones” and creating havoc with neighbours.
He suggests the zoning could be
simplified by perhaps combining
zones 1 and 2, and also 3 and 4. Use
existing land more effectively by
adding living spaces above, allowing them to duplex, relax some setback and parking requirements,
approach some landowners who
are interested in stratas, and keep
193 acres of gravel pits as possible
future options.
He suggests that 500 to 600
current home-based businesses — the vast majority of which
consider their neighbours, their
properties, their septic fields and
their clients much more than if
they were on industrial land
— are also more flexible, creative and affordable. Rick also

Mitchell, who went above and beyond (literally) the
call of duty to rescue and save the life of our beloved
kitten Buttercup. We are so grateful and feel so
blessed to know there are such incredible people as
you in the world. Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts. And thousands of roses to you too Doug for
being such a kind and loving support through the
whole rescue. Thank you!
A huge bunch of spring roses to Fred Williamson
of Gulf Islands Mobile Locksmith Services. Thank
you so much for the generous donation of your service and supplies. Lady Minto Thrift Shop

MORELETTERS
implores Parks and Rec/CRD to
protect the 19 acres of mature
second-growth forest between the
Mouat Park areas from industrial
development.
I encourage government to
expand its public consultation and
education efforts, and the public
to engage in the issue. I believe
consultation means measurable
consultation, wherein individual
participants complete a written
commentary of their own views
and comments. This constitutes
measurable feedback and direction to government, or lack thereof.
Ron Hawkins,
S a lt S p r i n g

If you love great
theatre . . . .

Please support the National Theatre Live performances at our own
Fritz Cinema.
These are every bit as excellent as
the Met Opera Live screenings.
Last week I saw one of the very
best productions ever of anything
I’ve ever seen! It was As You Like It.
The cast was phenomenal, the sets
outrageous and brilliant, and the
music was amazing!
And there were less than 20 people in the audience.
I know, it was a beautiful evening.
But it made me oh so sad that so
many of you missed this.
So please, make a point of getting
to these shows or we will lose this
treasure.
And a huge thank you to David
for bringing this wonderful art here
to us.
Rachel Jacobson,

REVISED
for Residence
apr 6for
S a lt S p r i n g

families needed

I’ve been a companion for the
elderly on Salt Spring Island for
more than seven years. My combined experience working with
seniors and their families is about
24 years.
I have someone that I work with
who has dementia and is in hospital now after suffering a stroke. His
son arrived with his wife to be with
him and had a hard time finding
accommodation during the Easter
weekend.
I discovered that by talking about
this situation with a friend that it
would be great if we had a place
similar to the Ronald McDonald

houses for families to stay in. Don’t
you think that we could create such
a space? I know that people from
our churches used to put up people
in our homes when the need arose.
Well, I know there is a need and as a
community we could figure it out.
So, what do you think?
I can be reached at jessmj7@
shaw.ca.
JESSICA GARCEAU,
S a lt S p r i n g

Pro-rep series
begins Saturday

Changing our voting system is the
most important government initiative we will likely see in our lifetimes.
That is a big statement, but in the
long run, the voting system trumps
most everything. Our voting system
determines our representatives, who
in turn determine our laws and the
make-up of our agencies that monitor compliance with those laws. It is
crucial to all the other environmental, economic, military, etc. topics
that might interest you.
For laws to reflect Canadians, then
we have to ensure that Canadians
fairly elect the representatives they
vote for.
What, you say . . . we don’t?
Nope. Most Canadians are not
represented by someone they voted
for.
Well, that’s just the way it is, right?
Some people win, some people lose.
With our current voting system it
is the voters that lose.
With a new proportional representation voting system we can
have many more Canadians end up
with a representative they voted for
and can relate to. Being fairly represented is a civil right in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
It has been upheld by our highest
courts.
Voting systems affect voter turnout, voter satisfaction, gender balance, income inequality, environmental initiatives and energy efficiency.
This is our year to get informed
and find out about proportional
representation. Our Member of Parliament, Elizabeth May, is kicking
off a series on voting systems and
proportional representation at the
library this Saturday, April 9 at 3 p.m.
It is an opportunity to find out what
is happening behind the scenes with
regard to the current federal government’s promise to make this the last
“first past the post” election.
This is a non-partisan event that is
co-sponsored by the library because
it is important to everyone.
BOB MACKIE,
S a lt S p r i n g
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Who’s in the laughingstock for Brinkworthy proposal?
By HELEN HINCHLIFF
John Jefferson’s tonguein-cheek March 30 letter
e n t i t l e d “L a u g h m o re”
proposes the installation of a “laughingstock”
at Thrifty’s upper mezzanine.
In div i du a l s c o ul d b e
placed there by the vote
of respondents to a Driftwood question of the
week inquiring about
who is most deserving of
ridicule. They would be
released only after 50 of
their friends had made
modest monetary contributions to the charity of
their choice.
Mr. Jefferson proposes
a number of individuals
whose recent views or
deeds have made them
potential candidates to
sit in the laughingstock.
However, he also singles
out an entire group whom
h e l a b e l s “ B r i n k i e s ,”
whose apparent crime has
been “being upset at others running and having
fun within their view.”
Fo r t h o s e w h o h a v e
no idea what Mr. Jefferson is talking about, let
me guess. By “Brinkies,”
he is no doubt referring

to the residents of Brinkworthy Place, a community of 137 manufactured
homes owned by residents
ranging in age from 55 to
99, of whom I am one. By
“running around and having fun,” he is referring
to young people playing
baseball, slow pitch and
soccer in our back yard.
He thinks our problem is
that we don’t want to see
them doing it.
Let’s take a closer look.
Last year, the CRD and
its Parks and Recreation
Commission made an
offer to purchase a 15-acre
parcel at 181 Brinkworthy
Rd., toward the end of a
narrow road off Lower
Ganges Road where they
hope to construct four
sports fields together
with two parking lots to
accommodate more than
100 cars.
The southern boundary of this proposed complex adjoins the entire
northern boundary of
Brinkworthy Place. At 171
Brinkworthy Rd. is a private residence on a square
parcel that was car ved
from the southwest corner of the property PARC

InREsponse
wants to buy. Vehicles will
slow down just outside the
front garden of this home,
turn right past it and
then park nearby along
its northern edge. A landscape architect’s proposed
plan also shows additional
parking along this property’s eastern boundary
along with a collection of
porta-potties!

To make room
for the ball fields,
hundreds of trees
will have to be
removed and
trucked away.
Of course, the proposed
parking and potty areas
could be moved to some
other corner of the site,
but that’s small change
compared to what else
must be done to make this
site usable and less inva-

sive.
First, more than half
of the property is heavi l y f o r e s t e d . To m a k e
room for the ball fields,
h u n d re d s o f t re e s w i l l
have to be removed and
trucked away. At a recent
consultation, Brinkworthy residents wondered
about logging trucks hogging the narrow road and
also stopping traffic along
Lower Ganges Road in
order to gain access to it.
Concerns were also raised
regarding reduced access
to Brinkworthy Place for
emergency vehicles due to
the increased traffic.
In repl y, CR D representatives suggested the
possibility of acquiring rights of way east to
Norton Road above the
Mistaken Identity Winery or possibly north
through another property along Upper Ganges
Road. While these options
might make Brinkworthy
Road more available to
its many residents, they
would increase the budget for property acquisition. And that’s assuming
other properties owners
would agree to sell. Oth-

Site C’s real ‘point of no return’
By JAN SLAKOV
On the 19th day of Kristin
Henry’s hunger strike against
the Site C dam — March 31 —
she was taken to hospital with
a failing heart rate. This was
not reported on CBC news, so
I was curious to see what they
are reporting.
A couple of mornings later
the top two B.C. stories were
about a plane crash and how a
group of students arrived back
home after a delay because of
the Brussels terror attack.
There’s that saying, “If it
b l e e d s , i t l e a d s.” A y o u n g
woman risking her health
in nonviolent protest is not
deemed newsworthy, but violence is: just one indication
that we live in a culture of violence.
In his speech at the Paris
climate summit, UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon said that
“climate change is the defining
issue of our age . . . We have
never faced such a challenge.
Nor have we encountered such
great opportunity.”
The opportunity is not just
in terms of a growing “clean
tech” sector. It’s an opportunity to create a more just, less
violent world. For humanity
to come together to tackle this
enormous challenge, we will
need to “change everything”
as Naomi Klein and others are saying. We will need
to foster sustainability, not
maximization of growth and

INDEPTH
profit. We will need to redirect
resources devoted to war and
militarism towards preventing
humanity from destroying the
only home we have.
I believe that is why Kristin Henry and others are on a
hunger strike against the Site
C dam. The B.C. government
used its “Clean Energy Act” to
exempt the project from a B.C.
Utilities Commission review
and BC Hydro is trying to limit
union rights, all part of Christy Clark’s intention to get the
project “past the point of no
return.”
Amnesty International says,
“There’s nothing clean about
the Site C dam.” Indeed. Its
construction violates First
Nations rights and treaties and,
unless we stop it, will destroy
forests and farmland to create
energy to be used mainly to
fuel more extraction projects
that mean the climate crisis
inches ever further past the
“point of no return.”
And it’s not as if there were
no other options. Economist
Marvin Shaffer and others have
shown that if energy is needed,
British Columbians have far
less expensive and damaging
options, including geo-thermal
energy. But we need to shift
gover nment subsidies away
from fossil fuel and corporate

dependence and towards lowimpact living.
To my mind, ultimately this
means choosing nonviolence
over violence. It means living
from a conviction that each
being has “a piece of the truth,”
as Gandhi said, and cultivating respect, not just for fellow
humans but for all of creation,
so much of which is under
threat because of what our species is doing.
When ISIS destroyed a heritage site in Palmyra, that made
it to the news. But how many
people are working to prevent
t h e B. C . g ov e r n m e n t f r o m
destroying sacred sites of a culture that stewarded this land
for thousands of years more
than our current culture has
been in charge?
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau says he supports a
“transition to a low-carbon
economy that is necessary for
our collective health, security and prosperity.” Clearly, he
and other political leaders will
only act on that vision if we, as
a society, mobilize ourselves
towards that goal. That means
changing everything, including
the way we report the news and
the ways we think and work
together. We can all contribute
to that mobilization.
The writer describes herself as
“an investment expert: for investing nonviolently in a healthy
future.”

erwise, Brinkworthy Road
will have to be widened
and resurfaced not only to
accommodate the added
vehicular traffic but also
for a pedestrian path and
seniors using scooters.
In the centre of the parcel is a grassy field that
becomes swampy in the
winter. Already, those residents living along Brinkworthy Place’s northern
boundary experience
significant runoff from
this swamp. To mitigate
the problem, PARC plans
to create a drainage system, leaving Brinkworthy
residents to enjoy the fun
of watching and listening to excavators heaving and hauling their way
around the site removing
stumps, digging a drainage system, and then creating parking lots and ball
fields.
Cu r re n t l y, t h e p r o p erty has one household
water hook-up to North
Salt Spring Waterworks. As
things stand now, that’s all
there’ll be. Pending creation of an elaborate rainwater catchment system
or the digging of wells,
irrigating grassy fields is

out of the question.
I have to admit there
is one advantage to lack
of much onsite water:
there’ll be less need for a
sewage system! But then
that means all those porta-potties might acquire a
permanent presence just
on the other side of someone’s back yard!
The landscape architect has proposed visual
buffers, but most Brinkworthy residents and
neighbours are less worried about seeing people
enjoying themselves than
we are about traffic congestion, the potential for
acci de nts, no i s e, du st ,
environmental degradation and the enormous
cost of trying to mitigate
them that could result
from constructing a
sports complex within a
partial forest and on top
of an often-swampy field
at the end of a narrow
dead-end road.
Oh my! Perhaps I have
identified some candidates for John Jefferson’s
laughingstock.
The writer is a Brinkworthy Place resident.

Silence can be Deafening.
Dementia may
be linked to
untreated
Hearing Loss.
Hearing loss is the third most common chronic health condition affecting older
adults. Approximately 30% of individuals aged 65 and older have some degree of
hearing loss, with estimates ranging from 70% to 90% of those aged 85 and older.
“Hearing loss has often been associated with depressive symptoms and social
isolation, which supports the hypothesis that social isolation and depressive
symptomatology may mediate the association between hearing loss and
cognitive decline.” Try our Free Online Hearing Test today!
Journal compilation © 2015, The American Geriatrics Society

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY 250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

FREE
HEARING
TEST

Selene Finlayson
RHIP/Owner

nexgenhearing.com

1/2

Buy
One
Get
One

OFF

On select premium
Hearing Aids
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What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Wed.

Apr 6

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Thur

Apr 7

ACTIVITIES

Local Trust Committee.
Business meeting starts at 9:30
a.m. Town hall session at noon.
Lions Hall. 9:30 a.m.
BC Baseball Caravan.
B.C. Baseball Association clinic
for ball players of all ages and
ACTIVITIES
levels, coaches and parents. Free
event features a baseball regisSSI Painters Guild Art
tration tent and hot dogs for the
Workshops and Life Drawing.
kids. Portlock Park. 5 p.m.
Every Wednesday to May 4.
Embrace of the Serpent Film
ArtSpring Gallery. 9:30 a.m.
Screening.
Afro-Guinea Dance Class.
All proceeds will assist Salt
All levels every Wednesdays
at North End Fitness. 6 to 7:30 Spring youth get to Ecuador and
help the Sapara tribe pay legal
p.m.
costs in their ongoing fight to
Poker Night at the Local.
defend their land and culture.
Hosted by Rebekah every
The Fritz Movie Theatre. 7 p.m.
Wednesday at The Local. Sign
Poetry Open Mic.
up by 6:30 p.m. Start playing
Join featured performance
at 7 p.m.
poet William Brown. One poem
Songjam.
per reader. Salt Spring Library
Pub-style sing-along to the
Program Room. 7 p.m. Reader
soundtracks of our lives. Moby’s sign-up at 6:45.
Pub. 8 p.m.

Thur

Apr 7

Apr 8

ACTIVITIES

Music & Munch.
Performers are GISS students
Nicola McKenzie and Sophie
Douglas. All Saints. 12:10
p.m. Followed by an optional
lunch.

Fri

Fri

Apr 8

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Shadow Box.
SS Community Theatre play by
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Michael Cristofer. Mahon Hall.
James & Jamesy in the Dark.
7:30 p.m.
Graffiti Theatre presents wellThe Ducks.
loved Fringe comedy duo James Live music by local talented
& Jamesy in their latest award- musicians, plus free appies
winning creation. ArtSpring.
made by Dagwoods Restaurant.
7:30 p.m.
The Local bar. 5 to 8 p.m.
Open Mic Night with Ross &
Soul Shakedown.
Live at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
Dave.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. James & Jamesy in the Dark.
See Thursday’s listing.
8 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

6th Annual Blossom Picnic.
Japanese Garden Society holds
6th annual event with music,
martial art demonstrations,
samurai children’s theatre,
Japanese homestyle sushi
lunches, calligraphy and tea
ceremony demos, and more
activties. 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the Park.
In Centennial Park. 8 a.m. to
4 p.m.
Elizabeth May Speaks on Pro
Rep. Make Every Vote Count
event with MP Elizabeth May.
Library Program Room. 3 p.m.

Sun

James & Jamesy in the Dark.
See Thursday’s listing, except
the time is at 2 p.m.
The Shadow Box.
See Friday listing, except time
is at 2 p.m.
Bach on the Rock.
See Saturday listing, except
time is at 2:30 p.m.

EXHIBITIONS

Tips, Tricks and Tools to
Manage Your Joints. SSICS
Seniors Wellness Program and The
Arthritis Society host free workshop. Portlock Park Portable. 12:30
p.m. Register at 250-537-4607.
SS Forum Presents Dr. Mark
Winston. Bee and pollination
expert and 2015 Governor
General’s Award winner speaks
on the decline of many species
of bees and the threat to the
world’s food supply. ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.

Wed.

GET NOTICED
ON PAGE 18
_____________________
Plan your day,
your week (your life!)
with Salt Spring’s
#1 events calendar.

Apr 13

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Cirkus Surreal.
Australian high-school troupe
performs at Salt Spring Island
Middle School gym. Fundraiser
for Tsunami Circus. 6 to 8 p.m.
(Doors at 5:30 p.m.)
ACTIVITIES

The Geology of Salt Spring.
Hugh Greenwood presentation.
Unitarian Fellowship. Monthly Salt Spring Library Program
service with Amanda Tarling
Room. 7 p.m.
speaking on the topic of creativ- SSI Painters Guild Workshops.
ity. SS Seniors Centre. 10:30 a.m. See last Wednesday’s listing.
Centennial Park Design
Poker Night at the Local.
Charrette. Input on design
See last Wednesday’s listing.
ideas to update park’s master
Songjam.
plan. RSVP by email to ssiparc@ See last Wednesday’s listing.
crd.bc.ca or call 250-537-4448.
Salt Spring Middle School. 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Starts Friday April 15th.

www.driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/

we are YOUR go-to-place for
everything happening on Salt Spring

• The Point Gallery on South Ridge Road shows Empty Windows, photographs by
Seth Berkowitz, in the lower gallery, and Still Here, paintings by M.E. Sparks, in
the upper gallery. Show continues through April on Thursdays through Mondays, 1 to
5 p.m., or by appointment at 250-653-0089.
• KiZmit hosts a duo show of wood sculpture by Roger Warren and watercolours
by Margaret Threlfall through the month of April during KiZmit opening hours,
Thursdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.-ish.
• Sam Lightman and Maureen Milburn present Images of Hawaii in the
ArtSpring lobby through April during ArtSpring hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and when evening or weekend events are taking place.
• Margaret Benmore and Margaret Ann Argiro exhibit Windows, Doors,
Passageways and Stairs, photos from around the world that explore the architectural
elements of design, at the Harbour House Hotel through April.
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings.
• Natasha Bawlf has paintings at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
• SOLID shows African art by Louise Adele.
• Bill Underwood exhibits “duplex” photographs at Fernwood Road Cafe.

by Michael O’Connor
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view our online
comprehensive
interactive calendar
of events listings

Gallery

• Imprints 2016, a multi-artist exhibition of woodcuts, linocuts, etchings,
engravings, lithographs and fine letterpress art books, runs at Duthie Gallery until
May 15. Gallery open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Richard York presents Terra Incognita, An Exploration of Place Through Woodcuts at
the Salt Spring Library Program Room until April 30.

Apr 12

ACTIVITIES

and the

• Hail Caesar — The Coen brothers’ all-star comedy set in the latter years of
Hollywood’s golden age. Starring Josh Brolin, George Clooney, Ralph Fiennes, Jonah Hill,
Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum, Hail, Caesar! follows a single day in the life of a
studio fixer who is presented with plenty of problems to fix.
• Embrace of the Serpent — One show only on Thursday, April 7 at 7 p.m. Embrace of
the Serpent features the encounter, apparent betrayal and finally life-affirming friendship
between an Amazonian shaman (the last survivor of his people) and two foreign
scientists. A fundraiser Salt Spring youth travelling to the Ecuadorean Amazon in April.

Apr 10

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

CINEMA

Tue

ACTIVITIES

Apr 9

Happy Daze.
Live band performing music of
the ‘50s and early ‘60s at the
Legion. 7 to 10 p.m.
The Shadow Box.
See Friday listing.
Live Music at the Local.
Local musicians every Saturday
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Bach on the Rock.
Guest conductor Nicholas
Fairbank and pianist Don Conley
lead classical concert. All Saints
by-the-Sea. 7:30 p.m.
Sharon Bailey and the Skinny
Dippers.
Folk/rock band at Moby’s Pub.
9 p.m.
James & Jamesy in the Dark.
See Thursday’s listing.

EMBRACE
of the SERPENT
The Front Row Centre
plays one show only
Starring
Event
Thurs. Apr 7th 7pm. A
1hr 45min
George
Rating: PG
Clooney fundraiser for a group of Thursday April 28th 3pm
matinee
and
7pm show.
hard-working Salt Spring
April 8th to 12th Fri. to youth, who are travelling
Advance tickets at
The Cinema 6-7pm
Tues. 7pm Sun. 3pm
to the Ecuadorean
Friday to Tuesday.
matinee and 7pm show.
Amazon in April.

Apr 9

ACTIVITIES

Coastal Shores as Living
Systems.
A presentation about the
impact of climate change on
island shorelines by Leanna
Boyer, a biologist and project
coordinator for SeaChange
Marine Conservation Society.
Lions Hall. 7 p.m.

Sat.

Sat.

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
PAGE 22

6th Annual

Blossom Picnic
Heiwa Garden in the Peace Park

a.m.-2:30p.m.
Saturday, April 6th • 11
11 a.m.–
3 p.m.
Presented by the Japanese Garden Society of SSI

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

imagine - comfort on wheels

Squeeze Me!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com
The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd
2nd St.
St. Duncan
Duncan

1-800-593-5303
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
9-5pm
Mon.-Sat.
Sun11-4pm
11-4
Sun.
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WEDNESDAY, APR 6

FRIDAY, APR 8 cont.

12:10 p.m. - Free Music & Munch
concert with Nicola McKenzie and
Sophie Douglas. All Saints By-the-Sea
Church. Followed by an optional lunch.
7 p.m. - Poker Night at The Local.
8 p.m. - Songjam.
Pub-style sing-along at Moby’s Pub.

7:30 p.m. - The Shadow Box.
SS Community Theatre play by
Michael Cristofer. Mahon Hall.
7:30 p.m. - James & Jamesy in the Dark.
Comedy duo at ArtSpring.
9 p.m. - Soul Shakedown.
Live at Moby’s Pub.
7 p.m. - Coastal Shores as Living
Systems. SSI Conservancy
presentation at Lions Hall.

THURSDAY, APR 7
7 p.m. - Embrace of the Serpent Film
Screening at The Fritz Movie Theatre.
7 p.m. - Poetry Open Mic at Salt Spring
Library Program Room. William Brown
is featured performance poet.
7:30 p.m. - James & Jamesy in the
Dark. Fringe comedy at ArtSpring.
8 p.m. - Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APR 8
5 to 8 p.m. - The Ducks.
Live band at The Local.

SATURDAY, APR 9
2:30 to 5:30 p.m. - Live Music at
The Local.
7 to 10 p.m. - Happy Daze. The Legion.
7:30 p.m. - The Shadow Box.
See Friday listing.
7:30 p.m. - James & Jamesy in the
Dark. Comedy duo at ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m. - Bach on the Rock Concert.
All Saints By-the-Sea.

SATURDAY, APR 9

cont.

11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - 6th Annual
Blossom Picnic. Japanese Garden
Society holds event with music, martial
art demonstrations, samurai children’s
theatre and much more. Heiwa Garden.
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Saturday Market in
the Park. Centennial Park.
3 p.m. - MP Elizabeth May Speaks on
Pro Rep. Salt Spring Library
Program Room. 3 p.m.
9 p.m. - Sharon Bailey and the Skinny
Dippers. Live band at Moby’s Pub.

MONDAY APRIL 11
7:30 to 9 p.m. - Discover Your
Energetic Boundaries.
At the Salt Spring Centre Yurt.

TUESDAY, APR 12
12:30 p.m. - Free Arthritis Workshop.
Portlock Park Portable.
Register at 250-537-4607.
7:30 p.m. - SS Forum Presents Bee
Expert Dr. Mark Winston. ArtSpring.

WEDNESDAY, APR 13
SUNDAY, APR 10
2 p.m. - James & Jamesy in the Dark.
Comedy duo at ArtSpring.
2 p.m. - The Shadow Box.
See Friday listing.
2 p.m. - Bach on the Rock Concert.
All Saints By-the-Sea.

6 to 8 p.m. - Cirkus Surreal.
Australian high-school troupe performs
at SIMS gym. (Doors at 5:30)
7 p.m. - The Geology of Salt Spring.
Salt Spring Library Program Room.
7 p.m. - Poker Night at The Local.
8 p.m. - Songjam. Pub-style sing-along
at Moby’s Pub.

10 COL.

Vancouver Island’s BEST Selection of Inflatables

AB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAY
Oldfield Rd. @ KeATiNG X ROAd, VicTORiA

250-652-6520

TOll fRee: 1-877-652-6979

12 | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2016 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Here are some of the special events taking
For more details, see the Driftwood’s calendar at w

The Art Of

APRIL 17
CoastalSUNDAY,
Paintings

THURSDAY, APRIL 14
Coastal
Paintings
7:00 - 9:00 pm - Dance Temple Thursdays

Jill Louise Campbell

the art of Jill Louise Campbell

at Beaver Point Hall.
7:30 pm - The Shadow Box. Salt Spring
Community Theatre production at Mahon Hall.
8:00 pm - Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

Creating Art for 25 years on Salt Spring
Original Paintings Canvas Art Prints

www.jlcgallery.com

Fraser’s Thimble Farms
FIRST

MONDAY, APRIL 18
7:00 pm - Gumboot Gala. Fulford Hall.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15

TUESDAY, APRIL 19

5:00 - 8:00 pm - Marianne Grittani at The Local.
7:30 - 9:30 pm - A Tapestry of Japanese Sounds
Vol. 3: Tsumugu
Project.
Releasing
Grace
Original
Art Prints
LivePaintings
music at AllCanvas
Saints By-the-Sea.
www.jlcgallery.com
7:30 pm - The Shadow Box. Salt Spring Community
Theatre production at Mahon Hall.
7:30 pm - Vitaly: An Evening of Wonders. ArtSpring.
9:00 pm -SECOND
SALT band at Moby’s Pub.

7:00 pm - The Optimistic Environmentalist:
Progressing Towards a Greener Future with
David R. Boyd. Salt Spring Library Program Room.

For all your gardening
needs come visit our
3.5 acre nursery.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
10:00 am - 1:00 pm - Met Opera Broadcast:
Roberto Devereux at ArtSpring.
2:30 - 5:30 pm - Live Music at the Local.
7:30 pm - The Shadow Box. Salt Spring Community
Theatre production at Mahon Hall.
8:00 pm - Dan Mangan in Concert.
Opening act e.s.l. at Fulford Hall.
9:00 pm - Interchill Records With
Bassos Rancheros. Moby’s Pub.

We have a huge selection
of perennials, shrubs, trees,
vegetable starts,
berries and much more.
Growing for islanders for 43 years.

250-537-5788
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt.

10:30 am the
- 12:00
DanceCampbell
Temple Sacred Sundays.
art ofpm
Jill -Louise
Core Inn third floor.

9:00-4:30
Daily

Seaside

Original Paintings Canvas Art Prints

www.jlcgallery.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

8:00 pm - SongJam at Moby’s Pub.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
7:00 - 9:00 pm - Tech Cafe: WordPress.
Salt Spring Library.
8:00 pm - Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
7:00 am - 5:30 pm - Earth Day Celebration in
Centennial Park.
5:00 - 8:00 pm - Richard Cross. The Local.
TBA - Earth Day film at GISS.
9:00 pm - Compassion Gorilla. Moby’s Pub.
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can
supply seasonal
starts and
even
• Bring
us yourveggie
questions
and
leta
greenhouse to grow them in.
us help with the decision-making.
• Bring us your questions and let us help with the
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youensure
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• Well worth the ferry trip - very close to Swartz Bay!

• It’s well worth the drive!
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Elizabeth May, O.C.,
MP

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!
Come check out our great new location...
...right next door to our old location ; )

Saanich - Gulf Islands
Providing conscientious,
caring,
non-partisan
service.

1370 Wain Road,
N. Saanich, BC
1370 Wain Road, N. Saanich, BC
250-656-0384
1-800-667-9188
| elizabethmaymp.ca
250-656-0384
9711
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WWW.RUSSELLNURSERY.COM

Still offering:
- Real People
- Real Value
- Real Solutions
for Your
Business.
SERVING SALT SPRING
SINCE 1995

3-121 McPhillips Avenue 250-537-9917
applephoto@saltspring.com

Join us to Celebrate Salt

CHAMBER OF COMMERC

OPEN H

April 14th from 2-5 pm -

APPLE
PHOTO
&
IMAGING

Free snacks and drinks • Free
Meet our great team of staff + volun
Special offers – visi
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g place during Salt Spring Blooms in April.
www.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com/calendar.
SATURDAY, APRIL 23

THURSDAY, APRIL 28

8:30 am - 5:00 pm - Community Energy
Conference at GISS.
2:30 - 5:30 pm - Live Music at The Local.
7:30 pm - Shakespeare’s Wake with C.C. Humphreys.
ArtSpring.
9:00 pm - Aidan Miller. Moby’s Pub.

7:30 pm - Live Theatre: The Trois-Rivieres Tales.
Mahon Hall.
8:00 pm - Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
10:30 am - 12:00 pm - Dance Temple Sacred Sundays.
Core Inn third floor.

presents our 2016 annual show featuring

FRIDAY, APRIL 29
5:00 - 8:00 pm - The Costners at The Local.
7:30 pm - Salt Spring Concert Band Spring Concert.
ArtSpring.

May 6 and 7th 7pm
May 8th 2pm
Tickets @ ArtSpring 250-537-2102
Adults $15 Students/Seniors $10

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
2:00 pm - Salt Spring Literacy Spring Tea
featuring performance poets Taryn Muldoon
and Nedjo Rogers. Lions Hall.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
6:00 pm - Hacking the Human Brain with Ken Lee.
Salt Spring Library.
7:30 pm - Vetta Chamber Music presents
Seasons. ArtSpring.
8:00 pm - SongJam at Moby’s Pub.

9:00 am - 12:30 pm - Sailing Club
Marine Swap Meet.
10:00 am - 11:45 pm - Met Opera Broadcast:
Elektra. ArtSpring.
1:00 - 4:00 pm - Death Cafe. Start at SS Cemetery.
Then to ArtSpring lobby.
2:30 - 5:30 pm - Live Music at The Local.
All Day - Salt Spring United Soccer Jamboree.
Portlock Park.

100% Canadian
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Our Business is BloomingThanks very
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Y o u r

C o m m u n I t Y

5410 T.C.H. Duncan~250-748-8171
1970 Keating Cross Rd. Sannich~250-652-9188

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers
available at your local SPCA.

Be a hero and help save lives.
Call us! 250-537-2123
Ad Sponsored by Murakami Auto Collision

CE AND VISITOR CENTRE

HOUSE

121 Lower Ganges Road

gifts for the first 25 attendees
nteers • Learn about new initiatives
it to find out more!

Salt Spring
Books

the centre of
Salt Spring

Salt Spring
Books

We are
16 years old!!!

16%off

nearly everything
till the 16th of april
104 Mcphillips avenue, ganges,
250-537-2812 fax: 250-537-1926

SAVE ... ON YOUR
RESIDENTIAL ASPHALT
DRIVEWAY, PARKING LOT
OR TENNIS COURT.

How does YOUR
garden grow?
Visit our
Garden Centre
on the
main floor
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SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

Home Owners helping HomeownersTM
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

Open for Breakfast everyday at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

LIVE THEATRE

James & Jamesy return for In the Dark performance
Best-of-Fest winners
at ArtSpring
Two masterful comedians return to the ArtSpring
stage this week with the
latest adventures of their
sweetly bizarre duo James
& Jamesy.
Since 2012, James & Jamesy
have been fearlessly embodied by Aaron Malkin (James)
and Alastair Knowles (Jamesy). Together with co-writer/
director David MacMurray
Smith, they create awardwinning performances that
take audiences on fantastical
trips of the imagination.
Salt Spring’s Graffiti The-

atre will once again host the
13-time “Best-of-Fest” winners for their third visit to
ArtSpring, where they will
perform four shows from
Thursday, April 7 to Saturday,
April 10.
Malkin and Knowles are
both trained in the arts of
clowning, dance and theatre. Their unique humour
appeals to those of all ages
— from children to adults —
and fosters an inclusive atmosphere that encourages audience involvement.
“In James & Jamesy in
the Dark, the dynamic duo
courageously step onstage
as performers and lighting
designers, conjuring a story

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

A scene from James & Jamesy In the Dark.
about finding meaning in
life and the integral value of

friendship in that journey,”
a press release describes of

the new show. “Pixar meets
Waiting for Godot in a daring,
hilarious and exquisitely choreographed British comedy.
It’s raw, poignant, and performed … in the dark.”
James & Jamesy In the
Dark creates “a high-contrast
world of shadow and light
that immerses audiences and
redefines interactive theatre.
Blending comedy, mime,
clown, puppetry, and dance,
James & Jamesy give attention to the detail of each
footstep, breath, movement,
word and pause, drawing
out musicality and meaning
from silence and darkness.”
As a CBC review states:
“These guys are maestros at

making theatre magic with
the simplest of elements. It’s
like watching two big imaginative kids in a tent with
flashlights, as they bring to
life a whole world and invite
you to step inside. They
may be big kids, but James
& Jamesy are exploring big
questions about the role of
the artist and the power of
creation. And they’re breaking down the fourth wall so
you can be part of the fun.”
Shows run at 7:30 p.m.
from Thursday to Saturday,
with a matinee set for 2 p.m.
on Sunday.
For more information, see
JamesandJamesy.com or visit
James & Jamesy on Facebook.

ART REVIEW

Bach on the Rock
with Guest Conductor
Nicholas Fairbank
Haydn, Mozart, Brahms,
Liszt and Fairbank

Don Conley, piano
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 10, 2:30 pm

All Saints’ by-the-Sea
Tickets:
Mondo Trading Company,
118 Lower Ganges Rd
Adults $18 advance; $20 door. Students $5.

®

Print medium boundaries explored
New version of Imprints show
at Duthie Gallery
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Duthie Gallery is celebrating a now-annual tradition of kicking off the spring season
with a show featuring printmakers.
Gallery co-owner Celia Duthie says there
has been a resurgence of interest in handmade prints, which are reaching cult-like
status among aficionados.
Gone are the days of high-tech mass production. Instead, artists are taking up their
chisels and hand-rollers to create works that
are deeply imbued with their personal spirit.
Imprints 2016 includes well-known Vancouver printmakers Richard Tetrault and
Arnold Shives as well as Salt Spring’s Richard
York and Nora Layard and deceased islander
LeRoy Jensen. Though differing in technique
and approach, one theme that runs through
the show is a reverence for nature. Duthie
sees this as a direct link to the transcendentalism of Canadian greats like Lawren Harris.
One might think the etched print medium would provide fewer opportunities to
express things like movement and light,
with layers of ink rolled over blocks of wood
or linoleum. The way in which the Imprints
artists have stepped beyond the inherent limitations to achieve those aspects is
therefore commendable and a little astonishing, particularly when it comes to York,
who has continued to push and explore
since taking up the medium a few years
back.
York revealed a growing sophistication
at Imprints 2015 when he increased the
size, complexity and number of colours
in his wood-block prints. He’s gone even
further down that path in a series inspired
by an autumn visit to Yellow Point Lodge
in Cedar.
Yellow Point V is the result of an extremely
complicated process. Twenty-one different
colours were used, meaning 21 separate
inkings took place after York carved away

From left, parts of Yellow Point 1 and Yellow Point V by Richard York, part of the Imprints 2016 exhibit at Duthie Gallery.
the graduations of tone and compositional
elements. There is the dynamic sense of
movement as if walking on a blustery day.
Yellow Point I takes the local sandstone
beach formations as inspiration, with concentric swirls in deep yellow contrasted with
magenta to provide shadow and depth.
Palest blue highlights add to the threedimensional quality, with a deep rift cutting
diagonally through the centre, drawing the
viewer’s eye through the image to a glimpse
of pale blue sea.
York magnifies the abstract character of
this piece in another view of the rocks, moving from a landscape perspective to a closer
study. His ovoid forms and swirls in shades
of mauve and grey carry a subtle (and intentional) nod to the First Nations cultures of
the area, without in any way trying to replicate their actual motifs or styles.
Tetrault is becoming an islander by default
due to his many local visits and workshops.
He often focuses on interpreting Vancouver’s urban landscape. This show offers his
unique view on Venice, whose medieval
architecture, iconic boats and waterways

are interpreted in a dizzying array of angles
and curves.
Layard’s first foray into printmaking was
included in a sampling of work by Tetrault’s
workshop students at the Imprints 2015
show. This year she has a well-deserved
place among the featured artists with three
lovely prints. Double Reflection speaks to
me of Booth Canal. The abstract landscape
is conveyed with an admirable less-is-more
attitude: a drift of moss green foliage and
a light fanning of blue vertical lines produces the idea of a bright day on the water
extremely well. Woodshed is even more
abstract and has an almost Asian sensibility with its tones of black, red and gold, and
abstract marks that resemble Chinese characters.
Also to be enjoyed are Shive’s mountain
prints. The artist has climbed every peak
from the coastal range to the Rockies and
beautifully expresses the essence of nature
as the sublime.
A unique wood block print by Jensen
also makes a rare public appearance.
The show runs through May 15.
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ConCERT PREVIEW

Dan Mangan makes Gulf Islands debut at fundraiser
Acclaimed
performer
celebrates island
connection
By James Cowan
S p e c i a l to t h e D r i f t wo o d

It’s amazing that Dan
Mangan has never played
on Salt Spring before.
He h a s f a m i l y h e re
and has been coming to
the island since he was a
youngster. In fact, he’s never
played on any of the Gulf
Islands, which makes his
concert at Fulford Hall on
April 16 even more of a special event. Maybe he has
been too busy raising a family, releasing albums, touring the world, scoring films,
or winning multiple awards
(two Junos, seven Western
Canadian Music Awards,
CBC3 Bucky Awards, Polaris
Prize short list, for starters).
Dan reflects on his Salt
Spring history.
“My family has had a
familiarity with Salt Spring

photo contributed

Award-winning Vancouver-based musician Dan Mangan. He
performs at Fulford Hall on Saturday, April 16.
Island my whole life. Growing up as a kid, we had some
very close family friends
that lived there. I even got
to steer a ferry when I was
about six because one of
them is a captain.”
You may run into his
mom working at the Mercantile.
“When my mom said she

had found a fixer-upper on
Salt Spring, everyone in the
family kinda went ‘Well, that
makes sense.’ I love Fulford.
That’s where we spend most
of our time when we’re on
the island.”
I think we’ll see more of
Dan on the island in the
future.
“Salt Spring Island has

become this amazing
retreat from the city and a
great excuse to teach our
kid that there is life beyond
the concrete. He did his
first non-chlorinated bit of
swimming in Stowel Lake.
He got to feed the chickens on ‘Lydia’s farm’ and
still talks about the alpacas
there, Snowy and Cinnamon.”
The concert will feature
Dan playing solo, which
is many people’s favourite way to experience his
music. That’s not to say that
we don’t wish for his band
to come next time, because
we really do. They are
incredible musicians and
they gel together with a rare
chemistry.
“I’ll be solo, which is a
bit unique as of late, and a
return to how I began with
music,” said Dan. “Very
excited to have an excuse to
retreat there, and even more
excited to play my first ever
show on Salt Spring.”
When planning this concert, Dan was certain who

he wanted to open the show.
“I’ve known the e.s.l.
ladies for years, and am
really happy they’re supporting.”

“Salt Spring Island
has become this
amazing retreat
from the city and
a great excuse to
teach our kid that
there is life beyond
the concrete.”
DAN MANGAN
Vancouver musician
E.s.l. are a Salt Spring/
Va n c o u v e r h y b r i d a l l female chamber pop band
with Marta McKeever and
Diona Davies living here,
raising youngsters and
s p re a d i n g t h e i r m u s i c

around the island.
The concert is a benefit
for Salt Spring Gymnastics, which operates out
of Fulford Hall and is one
of the only indoor sporting options for kids on the
island. Fundraising is necessary to keep registration
fees as affordable as possible, providing ongoing
training for coaches and
replacing aging equipment.
Dan Mangan and e.s.l.
will perform at Fulford Hall
on Saturday, April 16. Doors
are at 8 p.m.
The show is for all ages
and will be set up folk-club
style.
Tickets are available
through ArtSpring and the
Mercantile in Fulford.
We’re all excited for this
concert, and hopefully it’s
the first of many Dan Mangan concerts on the island.
“It’s hard to believe I’ve
never played any shows in
the Gulf Islands. Now that
Salt Spring is a bit of a second home, it seems like the
perfect place to start.”

FUNDRAISER

School circus troupe returns to aid SIMS

photo courtesy KelsoSECONDARY School

Cirkus Surreal performers dressed for a past performance.

Cirkus Surreal performs at
SIMS April 13
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D RIFTWOO D S TAFF

Australian high school troupe Cirkus Surreal is returning to Salt Spring next week for
a special fundraising performance in support of the program they helped inspire at
Salt Spring Middle School.
Students from Kelso Secondary in New
South Wales visited Salt Spring in 2014 as
part of a touring and performance schedule
that included Las Vegas. Youth ages 14 to
17 will once again demonstrate their skills
in “22,” a spectacular show featuring aerial

arts, unicycling, acro-dance, contortion
and balance, magic and juggling. The fun
takes place at the SIMS gym on Wednesday,
April 13 from 6 to 8 p.m. (doors at 5:30).
Cirkus Surreal supports its program
entirely by its performances when at home.
When on tour, though, they have a policy of
donating shows to local schools and venues. All proceeds from the April 13 event
will go toward the Tsunami Circus program
at SIMS, which was established after the
first visit from Cirkus Surreal. It now has 55
student participants and many more who
want to join in.
Despite the high interest and support
offered so far, more equipment is needed
to help students really develop their circus

skills to their best ability, coordinators say.
“Our program has cost thousands to get
started, as mats are all very expensive, and
the rigging costs are huge,” explained SIMS
teacher Tiffany Wightman. “Once it is up
and running, the costs will be in just maintaining the gear, and any fun things we want
to do as a troupe.”
“Exchanges are a dream for the future.
For now, we have the bare minimum for our
aerial gear,” she added.
Tsunami Circus is in the process of fundraising for more mats, an aerial hoop and
double-stacked trapeze, more silks and
cradles with swivels and rigging, and rescue
equipment such as anchors and ropes — all
of which is costly to obtain.
“Our district has been putting in a lot to
support the program, with engineers and
plant services installation of gear, as has our
school,” Wightman said.
Teachers and students have hosted fundraisers such as an interactive fall fair set-up,
bake sales, car washes, movie nights and
merchandise sales to further their big top
dreams.
Baked goods, Tsunami merchandise
and raffle baskets will all be available
at the performance. Tickets to the show
are available at TJ Beans, Fieldhouse
Knife and Tool Sharpening’s mobile
truck, Outspokin Bike Shop and SIMS.

Theatre
Community
Salt Spring presents

w Box
The Shado A drama in two acts by

er
Michael Cristof
oyd Nicholson
Directed by Ll
At Mahon Hall
April 8, 9, 14, 15, 16
7:30 pm start plus the
matinee on Sunday,
April 10 at 2pm

PHOTOGRAPHY

$18 at ArtSpring or the
door. Doors open
30 minutes before
the play starts.

Hawaiian images enliven ArtSpring lobby
New exhibit for
month of April
Photographs by Maureen
Milburn and photomontages
by Sam Lightman are on display in the ArtSpring lobby for

the month of April.
Called Impressions of
Hawaii, the show features
not only new takes on the
vivid vegetation, the beaches, the surf and the lava
formations but also on the
funky vacation component

of the scene. Underlying the
whole environment is the
native Hawaiian presence,
and the artists have captured
that as well.
Milburn and Lightman
display their unique sense of
the place, with images that

are by turns vibrant or playful or irreverent, thoughtful
and thought-provoking.
ArtSpring’s lobby is open
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and at other times
for events taking place in the
theatre or gallery spaces.

Brian

Felicity

Joe

This play has mature
content and is not
suitable for children.

THE COTTAGES
PERSONAL HOSPICE CARE IN
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
WE’RE HERE FOR YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY.

Produced by special
arrangement with
Samuel French Inc.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

EDUCATION

Veterinary boot camp attracts young island recruits
Passion for animals
meets career
exploration
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Hopes and dreams to
become a veterinarian may
rank high among young students, but few ever get the
experience to learn firsthand
what the career has to offer.
Until now.
Thanks to a new initiative
led by Salt Spring veterinarian
Justene Tedder, six students
spent part of their spring
break on a veterinary medicine crash course. Forget hitting the slopes or lounging by
the lake, these kids spent their
precious spring holiday hours
studying gut flora, analyzing
fecal samples and practising
the fine art of ovariohysterec-

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...
Jocelyn Monette
Give us a call for Heating Fuel,
Gasoline or Diesel.
We also carry lube oils,
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

that every clinic relies on the
combined efforts of numerous
staff positions.
Fo r m e r v e t e r i n a r i a n a n d
school teacher Blair Carley led
the eager participants through
Wednesday morning’s spaying
procedure, undertaken on a
pair of sacrificial bananas outIf you have
fitted with makeshift ovaries.
If you have
“A g o o d s u r g information
e o n a l w aon
y sany
information on any
our streets,
leaves just the right ofamount
of our streets,
please
please contact
of suture material,” he
toldcontact
the
us at:
us at:
students as they learned to dif250-537-9933 or
250-537-9933 or
ferentiate their forceps
from
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
their clamps from behind their
head-to-toe surgical coverings.
On Thursday, Carley brought
in a collection of lamb organs,
including a heart, lungs, trachea and large intestine.
“The kids basically saw the
entire internal organs of an
animal,” McIntyre said. “It was
very impressive. He brought a
PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE
vacuum and reversed the sucFrom left, Avalon Beviere, Carlie Aston and Eve Green strike a pose while spaying a banana during vet camp.
tion to inflate the lungs.”
Camp days ran from 9 a.m.
tomies on bananas.
look at what goes on behind Spring,” she said.
until mid-afternoon, with the
D.W.
Salty
is
looking
for
material
for
D.W. Sa
“I really like animals and the counter of the local veteriS h e w a s r i g h t ; t h e c a m p more technical sessions held in
his
column,
becoming a vet is a potential nary clinic.
filled
up in only a few days, the mornings and afternoons
Streets
of Salt
SpringinIsland
St
career,” said Carlie Aston, just
with interest
coming
from left for activities like groomIf you have information on any of our
before getting ready to suture
many
more contact
students
ing lessons, X-ray games and
streets, please
us at:from Salt
up her lacerated banana peel.
Spring
and
plenty of photo ops with staff
250-537-9933
or beyond than the
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
For participants like Aston,
Gulf
Island Veterinary Clinic and the clinic’s furry or feathAvalon Beviere and Eve Green,
could accommodate.
ered clients. The students even
the passion for animals comes
“We’re really excited,” said re c e i v e d h o m e w o r k , w h i c h
from growing up with dogs,
K i m Mc I n t y r e , t h e c l i n i c’s included daily journal entires,
cats, chickens and hamsters.
administrative director. “This s t u d y i n g w h a t i t t a k e s t o
KIM MCINTYRE
Raising and caring for animals,
year it just fell into place.”
become a veterinarian, learnAdministrative director,
they said, develops a sense of
Aside from learning some ing at least 25 dog breeds and
Gulf
Islands
Veterinary
Clinic
compassion for other creatures
of the technical procedures, making dog treats.
and a desire to provide treatMcIntyre said, the camp shows
All of the money raised by
ment when things go wrong.
s t u d e n t s t h e d i f f e re n t s t a f f the camp’s $200/student regTedder hosted the island’s
“I heard about this idea at positions and roles required istration fee will help provide
very first spring break vet camp a conference and thought it to run a busy rural veterinary care for needy animals on Salt
to give aspiring young vets a might be well received on Salt clinic.
Spring.

Income Tax

CANADIAN & AMERICAN
PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT
Fulford Village Office
PH:

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
“They get to see how the hoshis column,
pital for
works,”
she said, adding

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

“The kids basically saw
the entire internal
organs of an animal.”

WORKSHOPS

Arthritis tips, tools offered at free session
APPROVED

Pain management
techniques taught
The SSICS Seniors Wellness Program
and The Arthritis Society are hosting a free
workshop on management techniques.
Tips, Tricks and Tools to Manage Your
Joints will take place Tuesday, April 12

from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Portlock Park
Portable.
“You may have arthritis, but it doesn’t
have you,” the organizers state. “While
arthritis can make daily activities challenging and painful, this interactive workshop will provide information about the
many tools, gadgets and techniques to
help make daily tasks easier.

“Information about your condition and
ways of managing it can make a big difference. It may not be possible to completely
eradicate the cause of your pain but it is
possible to work with your chronic condition so that you can make the most out of
your life.”
Register to attend through 250-5374607.

HEALTH CARE

Opt improves birth control pill cost
Clinic to provide generic
brands
Options for Sexual Health (Opt) is
dropping the price of all birth control
pills that it offers at its 58 clinics in
British Columbia, including its Salt

Spring branch.
As Canada’s largest non-profit
provider of sexual health care services, providing accessible sexual
health clinical services to B.C. residents, including cost-effective birth
control options, is among Opt’s highest priorities, a press release explains.

To cut costs for clients, Opt will
be adding a few contraceptive products that are generic equivalents. The
price of all birth control pills that Opt
carries will be reduced as of April 1.
The Salt Spring Opt clinic is
open Mondays 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
upstairs at 134 McPhillips Ave.
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ECOLOGY

World-leading bee expert on island
Mark Winston visits
Salt Spring on Tuesday

Call for
an
appointment
}

By JULIAN PAQUETTE
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r

Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647
groomthatdog@gmail.com
10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

together towards a common good.
• Bees communicate in a variety of different ways: through chemicals, dancing
and more.
• The declining number of bees poses a
significant threat to the world’s food supply.
According to Winston, the declining number of bees is a result of a mix of

human-induced problems, such as pesticide use that have brewed the “perfect
storm.”
At Tuesday’s event, Winston will share
his knowledge about how people can
help bees to thrive; what bees trying to
tell us and what we can learn from them.
Tickets are available at ArtSpring and
Salt Spring Books.

Cut Broom in Bloom campaign begins
By JANE PETCH
S p e c i a l to t h e D r i f t wo o d

The 2016 broom control campaign kicks off this week with
volunteers out placing the familiar yellow roadside signs that
read “Cut Broom In Bloom.”
Salt Springers can be proud
of the growing and successful
community efforts to limit the
spread of Scotch broom over
the last 10 years.
A fast-spreading introduced
species, cytisus scoparius outcompetes native plants here
and forms dense stands impenetrable to wildlife. Studies are
showing that broom monocultures, with their limited bloom-

ing time and the loss of surrounding native plants, are also
very unfriendly to pollinators
like bees.
Because it is covered with
resins, broom is extremely
flammable and an ever-present
fire danger, especially during
the dry summers. Wet or dry,
the plant burns explosively.
The best way to get rid of
broom: cut it in bloom, before
it goes to seed.
When in bloom, the plant
focuses all its energies on producing seed, up to 20,000 seeds
per bush. Cutting at this time,
when its resources are depleted
and just before the summer
drought, is very effective.
Cut at the base of the plant, a
little below ground level if possible, because the stems will re-

sprout.
Pulling broom wider than a
pencil simply disturbs the soil
and causes the light-sensitive
seeds to germinate. The plant
may be gone but now you have
a forest of seedlings to deal with.
Islanders have a tiny but useful ally in the fight to control
broom. The almost invisible
broom gall mite has recently
been discovered on Salt Spring.
White cotton-like masses
along the broom stems mean
that the mites are feeding on
the bloom buds. Advice from
California, where broom covers millions of acres, is to transfer the branches harbouring
these mites to other broom
plants to help spread this natural predator.
How to dispose of cut

broom? Eco-Reality Co-op
Farm (250-653-2003) takes
green broom as goat fodder.
Phone first to arrange a dropoff. Don’t transport broom with
ripe pods, to prevent seeding
broom along the roadways.
Some neighbourhoods are
pooling their resources, cutting
the broom and then arranging
for a chipper truck to dispose
of the broom.
Or you can bring your broom
and most other invasives to the
annual Invasive Plant DropOff on Sunday, May 15 at Portlock Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information, call
the Salt Spring Island Conservancy Stewardship Committee
at 250-537-0880 (Jane Petch)
or 250-537-4877 (Jean Wilkinson).

YOUTH ISSUES

Taking those positive baby steps into reality
My understanding of
high school
doesn’t agree
Hayden
with most peoRabson
ple’s.
I think I
have a simplistic idea about
what our ordinary day-to-day life schedule honestly is.
We are learners taking our very first strides
towards something to hold up high.
That’s why it’s called high school, because
of our potential that’s so high. If it drops
at any moment it’ll be cracked forever. We
have to lift up our positive baby steps into
reality, and hopefully embrace the concept
of success. It’s like any great tale already

Teenage angst

written: there’s going to be downfalls and it’s
quite impossible to overlook.
But it’s my job as the protagonist of my
own story to endure those punches and get
back up. That’s my job as the character and
my duty to the continuation of the story —
stories I’ll be able to share with sons and
daughters, even grandchildren, if achieved.
When I’m sitting inside a classroom
reviewing Canadian history yet again, I feel
a great weight over my shoulders towards
stress and maybe even guilt. As I begin to
notice my issues ahead, they do not involve
this kind of information.
My mind floods with these negative
ideas of the future. The stress about all that
untapped talent, the potential without the
progress, the knowledge but lacking skill,
the time but not the energy, and never the

right tempo.
These are ideas processed daily in the
mental state of Hayden Rabson. Teenage
angst is so properly defined by giving examples of what goes on in my life. I move on
or at least I try to because in this dilemma
there’s nothing more to notice.
I’m already concerned, lost and confused. I’m involved in the “I give up course.”
I pretend to keep it all together, and frankly
I’m nothing more than your average teenager. Noticing it is on the perfect laid-out
path to becoming who I am, apparently.
I guess I’m not essentially the essence of
“Hardly Working” because I plan on and
am doing the work that’s in front of me. I’m
here for the long haul.
I’ve finally assumed my duties of being a
proper human being.

Dan Hardy
Denturist

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Photo by Belle Ancell

Mark Winston, Governor-General’s Award-winning author and expert on bees and
what needs to be done to help them thrive.
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Discovery of broom
gall mite welcomed
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your
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Blue Velvet Upholstering

Do you remember the last time you
were stung by a bee? Do you love the taste
of honey on toast? Are you concerned
about the shrinking number of bees in the
world?
Bees are creatures of great mystery,
wonder and importance. And they are
very good teachers.
No one knows this more than Mark
Winston, an internationally known expert
on bees and pollination who won the
2015 Governor-General’s Award for NonFiction for Bee Time: Lessons From the
Hive. Winston is also a biological sciences
professor at Simon Fraser University and a
senior fellow in SFU’s Centre for Dialogue.
On Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. at
ArtSpring, the Salt Spring Forum hosts
Winston for a deep-reaching discussion
about bees and their essential role in agriculture and our environment.
The following are some interesting facts
about bees, provided by Winston:
• Bees are one of the few organisms on
earth that are as social as humans.
• Bees are very collaborative and work

here’s
my card

Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook

If we do not receive a response b

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Salt Spring office located at
Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs Y O
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Th

Dri
U R

C O

For appointments call
1-250-710-1884
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Mini Storage

Salt Spring Self Storage

Store your clutter, clear your mind!

Store your clutter,
clear your mind!
Salt Spring’s
onlypricing
fully secure self storage facility
We’ll beat all Salt Spring•Island
competitor’s

Dr

• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas
• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from • Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road
• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

•Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas.
•Gates are locked nightly.
•Temporary or long term storage for your home or business.
•12 different storage unit sizes and prices.
•Located near the Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road.
•Special: Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free.

250-537-5888

saltspringministorage@telus.net

347 Upper Ganges Rd
www.saltspringministorage.com

347 Upper Ganges Rd. 250-537-5888

Y O U R

saltspringministorage.com
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop
*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the car wash

CHEF ON
THE RUN

HEALTHY MEALS,
FRESH FOR YOU!

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Weekly
delivery to
your home
on
Salt Spring

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website:

www.Chefontherun.net

M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC
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WEDNESDAY

EVERY WEDNESDAY

EVERY FRIDAY

MONDAY

EVERY TUESDAY

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the
last Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m.
at the Mormon church. Info: Claudia - 250-538-1708.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Harbour House Crofton Room.
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m.
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of the month from
October through June from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Salt
Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back.
YOUTH CREATIVE WRITING GROUP for ages 9-13
runs at the Salt Spring Library led by Nikky from 4-6
p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.

TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA (MIXED LEVELS) with Celeste Mallett Jason at
SSI Wellness. 9:30 a.m to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. At The Gatehouse at
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
YOGA with Jim Dickinson at Salt Spring Seniors at 10
a.m. Bring a yoga mat and towel.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m.
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always
welcome.
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SS Wellness.
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

BOOMERFIT at Beaver Point Hall. Focus is on the
Boomer demographic. All aspects of fitness are
covered using a mindful approach in all exercises.
This class is based on functional movement, and
offers a low-impact, injury-free environment for any
fitness level. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.synergyfit@
gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30 p.m.
COFFEE & CONVERSATION TIME for seniors is at
Salt Spring Seniors at 10 a.m.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move
with less pain and stress by learning how to make
any activity more effective and more enjoyable. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com.
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors
at 12:15 p.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME — Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and their
families. SS Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
TANGO PRACTICES for newcomers and old. Top floor
of the Core Inn. 8 to 10 p.m. Facebook: Por El Amor
del Tango-Salt Spring Tango; Terri at ssi.tango@
gmail.com
YOGA (MIXED LEVELS) with Celeste Mallett Jason at
SS Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually
meets on the third Monday of each month at the
Portlock Park portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
Confirm meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on the
fourth Monday of each month at the Portlock Park
portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
TWO TWOONIE LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors on
the second and fourth Monday of each month. 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 250-537-4604 to reserve your
spot in advance!
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

AFRO BODY MOVEMENT FOR ALL. Gentle
work-out, pilates & yoga inspired, proper breathing
techniques, primal body functionality, exploration
through Afro-movement structure. Interesting
way to reconnect with our primal body. North End
Fitness. 7 to 8 p.m.
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring
Seniors at 1 p.m.
CHAIR YOGA WITH CATE at the Fulford Hall Seniors
Room. 2 to 3:15 p.m. c.mcewen@shaw.ca, 250653-9148
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring Seniors.
6:30 p.m.
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop-in floor hockey at Fulford
Hall. 7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250-653-9798.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt Spring
Seniors. 10:30 a.m.
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at the Nest
hot yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m. (level 2) and 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. (level 1) Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
NIA. The original fusion/fitness program that
offers the joy of dance, the power of martial arts,
the flexibility and mindfulness of yoga and more.
Blissful, sweaty fun that will completely change
how you feel about your body and exercise. 10:45
to 11:45 a.m. at SS United Church hall, and 5:45 to 7
p.m. at the Core Inn. Info + pre-register with Arleen
at 250-653-9235.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival,
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9
p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk at
North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Info: 250537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.shawwebspace.
ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to
3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
VINYASA FLOW at the Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 10:45
a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Yin Style and
Restorative. SS Centre of Yoga. 5 to 6 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
AFRO-GUINEA DANCE CLASS. Traditional &
contemporary dance of Guinea & Mali, with
experienced & passionate dance instructor Julia. All
levels. North End Fitness. 6 to 7:30 p.m.
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. Focus is on the Boomer
demographic. All aspects of fitness are covered using
a mindful approach in all exercises. This class is based
on functional movement, and offers a low-impact,
injury-free environment for any fitness level. Led
by Trisha, certified personal trainer. 9-10 a.m. Info:
trisha.synergyfit@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250537-5004.
CHAIR YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
COMPUTER DROP-IN HELP — Free help with
computer, tablet, smartphone problems at Salt
Spring Literacy. Drop in at 126 Hereford Ave.
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CRYSTAL BOWLS & VOCAL VIBRATIONS with
Adam Huber at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 12:45 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY is open at the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius
Bay Rd. from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and from 7 to 9
p.m. Premium genealogy websites available.
HOT HATHA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m.
to 10:45 a.m. and Moksha-inspired Level 1 hot yoga
from 8 to 9 a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m.
Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-9305333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings offered by donation
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7
to 8:30 p.m.
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m.
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body
conditioning system that builds flexibility and long,
lean muscles, strength and endurance.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym.
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.

THURSDAY
BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to
3 p.m.
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library
Program Room on the first Thursday of the month.
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-3533014 for address and more information. Free
introductory lectures by appointment.

EVERY THURSDAY
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear
annex. 12 noon.
BINGO at Meaden Hall. 6:30 p.m.
BRIDGE runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:45 p.m.
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 9
p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman,
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at Salt Spring Wellness
Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA at Fulford Hall Annex. 10 to 11 a.m. (See
Tuesday description.) Info: Arleen, 250-653-9235.
Call Donna at 250-653-9985 for fee info.
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business
people meets on the second Thursday of each
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special guest
speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info:
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SENIORS LUNCH runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 12
noon.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 210
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers
and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to
3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-theSea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
VINYASA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. PLUS Warm Hatha from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Info:
theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

EVERY SATURDAY
BELLYFIT with Trina Aspinall at SSI Wellness Centre.
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place.
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.
RESTORATIVE YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at
SSI Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. through
4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please sign up at the
library for the appropriate date and time, complete
with contact information and tutoring topic.
TODDLERTIME at the library for children under four
and their families. 10:30 a.m.
VINYASA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 10:45
a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

SUNDAY
SENIORS’ QUIZ NIGHT runs on the first and third
Sundays of each month at SS Seniors Centre. 7 p.m.
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets on the first three
Sundays of every month at Salt Spring Seniors
at 10:30 a.m. For weekly program, visit www.
saltspringunitarians.com for info.

EVERY SUNDAY
DANCE TEMPLE SACRED SUNDAYS. A familyfriendly opportunity to dance. Lightly facilitated,
conscious dance event. Core Inn third floor. 10:30
a.m. to 12 noon.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210
Cedar Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-5375667

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 2:30 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:30
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors. Info: George Laundry
at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches
for the everyday body to classical music with
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10 a.m. Info:
Alice Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.
com.
HOT YOGA for beginners at The Nest hot yoga.
11:45 a.m.
MEN’S BASKETBALL. Mondays at the GISS gym.
8 to 10 p.m.
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at The
Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and from 6
to 7:15 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors
at 10 a.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info:
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader Tutoring
with Conrad Koke. Sessions available at 12 and
1 p.m. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info Desk
Programs binder.
TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets
Mondays at the Catholic Church, lower room, 135
Drake Rd. 7 p.m. sharp.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL. All ages and levels of
play. Clean non-marking shoes required. SIMS
gym. 5:30 to 7:10 p.m. Free. Info: Annette at
aodurukwe@yahoo.com.
YOGA WITH CELESTE MALLETT JASON at SSI
Wellness Centre. Mixed Level, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.;
Level 1 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Seniors
Yoga, 3 to 4 p.m.; and Mixed Levels from 5:30 to
6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.

*MSRP of $19,995 on 2016 Impreza 4-dr MT (GF120). MSRP excludes Freight & PDI of $1,595. Taxes, license, registration and
insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2016 Impreza 5-dr Limited Tech-Pkg AT (GG2LPE) with an MSRP of
$30,395. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may
not be equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for
complete details on system operation and limitations. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

SAUNDERS SUBARU

1-888-849-3091 • 1784 Island Highway
DAVE,

RUTH,

NORMA,

BOB,

EDIE

Drop by today...Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

DL#5032

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

Japanese Garden Society fêtes spring
Group hosts fun-filled
events for all
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Visitors to the Heiwa Garden Peace Park
on Saturday, April 9 can expect an eclectic
variety of sounds, tastes and activities as
Japanese Garden Society volunteers host
the sixth-annual Blossom Picnic.
The seasonal celebration will feature
music, martial arts demonstrations, Japanese homestyle sushi lunches, samurai
children’s theatre as well as calligraphy and
tea ceremony demos.
Jim Raddysh will sing some of his
tunes that kids will love, and Ruwadzano
Marimba Band will inspire listeners’ inner
rhythms. There will be Shorei-kan Karate
and Seven Star Tai Chi demos to watch,
and Shinobu Murata will write beautiful
calligraphy with sumi ink and brushes.
Akiko Otsu will make authentic cups of
Matcha tea. Everyone should be sure to
see the samurai children’s theatre followed
by a choir put together by members of Salt
Spring’s Japanese community.
Festivities run from 11 a.m. until 2:30
p.m. at the Peace Park (across from
ArtSpring) in Ganges. Islanders and visitors are invited to bring their friends and
families to celebrate the arrival of spring
on the island.
The Salt Spring Japanese community
is preparing a popular homestyle sushi
lunch especially for the festival. To preorder a lunch, email Rumiko Kanesaka at
rkanesaka@gmail.com.

Concert and workshops
Following up on last year’s rousing
shamisen performance at Mahon Hall, the
Japanese Garden Society welcomes A Tapestry of Japanese Sounds Vol. 3: Tsimugu
Project for its annual fundraising concert.
Dubbed “new currents in traditional
music,” the concert brings together three

Personal & Corporate Taxes, Canadian & U.S.
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged
115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860

FAX: 250 537 8859 shakima@shaw.ca

MARCH SPECIAL
UP
TO
Acclaimed tsugaru shamisen player
Chie Hanawa.
diverse performers to create rare and
inspiring sounds that are new to most
Canadian audiences. By combining the
traditional songs from southern Japan’s
Amami Islands, tsugaru shamisen from
the country’s northern reaches and the
thundering rhythm of the legendary taiko
drum, audiences are promised an “uplifting musical evocation of the Japanese
spirit.”
With their mastery of Japanese traditional art forms, Anna Sato (vocals), Chie
Hanawa (tsugaru shamisen) and Keita
Kanazashi (taiko) have joined forces to
bring these instruments and sounds to
magnificent new levels.
The show starts at All Saints By-the-Sea
church in Ganges at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 15. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are available at Salt Spring Books.
Anyone who wants to take their
appreciation of the taiko to the next
level is invited to attend a rare drumming workshop presented on Thursday,
April 14.

ALL
30% OFF
COOKBOOKS

Taiko performer and workshop leader
Keita Kanazashi.
Downtown GanGes . 250-537-5882

Your “clear” choice
for glass.
• Auto Glass • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication • Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

Kapa Kai Glass
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250-653-4148
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Club activities include Survive Outside event
Plus three weeks
of outings for the
month of April
Hikers

April 12: Sheila and Barry
Spence lead an off-island hike
to Maple Mountain. Carpool
from Portlock Park at 8:35 a.m.
to walk on to the 9:15 a.m.
ferry. If the weather is good
we will take the longer loop,
which is about 10 to 12 km;
not strenuous but long, with a
short, sharp, steep section.
April 19: Amy and Dave lead
a steep hike up Reginald Hill
followed by a loop around
the Tsawout Reserve. Carpool
from ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. or
meet at 10:05 a.m. at the end
of Morningside Road by the
Reginald Hill gate and mailboxes.
April 26: Lynn Thompson
will lead a moderate hike on
Mount Tzouhalem, taking in
the flower reserve and summit. Meet at Portlock Park at

8:30 a.m. to carpool on the
9:15 a.m. Vesuvius ferry.

Walkers

April 12: Willa Suntjens
leads us on a walk of the Honeymoon Bay wildlife preserve
with hopes of seeing fawn lilies and other wildflowers in
bloom. We will have a restaurant lunch and then take a
forest walk after lunch. Meet
at 8:35 a.m. at Portlock Park
to catch the 9:15 ferry. We
will meet Willa at the Lake
Cowichan Visitor Centre.
April 19: Jacqueline Thomas
leads a walk in Ruckle Park,
up the road to the farm house
and on the trail through the
woods to Bear Point, walking
south mostly alongside the
water. There are a few short,
steep rocky sections. Carpool
from ArtSpring at 10 a.m. or
meet in the first parking lot on
the right at 10:20 a.m.
April 26: Jenny Meyer leads
a beach walk along Walker
Hook Road. Think of footwear
for wet and slippery condi-

tions. Meet at ArtSpring at
10 a.m. or Fernwood dock at
10:15 a.m.

Ramblers

April 12: Ramble with Harold Page in the Burgoyne Bay
Area. We will go for lunch at
the Rock Salt Cafe in Fulford.
Meet in Centennial Park at 10
a.m.
April 19: Ramble with Sterling and Maureen at Beddis
Beach. Bring a lunch to enjoy
on the beach. Meet in Centennial Park at 10 a.m.
April 26: Ramble with Marilyn and Bill Harding along
Scott Point. Bring a lunch to
eat at the Hardings’ House.
Meet at Centennial Park at 10
a.m.

Presentation

A Salt Spring Search and
Rescue presentation is on
Wednesday, April 27 at 7
p.m. at the Lions Club. Tudor
Davies and others from the
local SARS team will present
the “Survive Outside” pro-

gram, advice that will benefit
everyone who explores trails
and the outdoors. The presentation helps hikers know how
to prevent getting lost and
what to do to make it easier for
SARS to undertake rescue in
the event of an emergency. To
close, Alan Bibby will give a
short presentation on the Salt
Spring Island tick problem
and the steps to take to avoid
contact. Presentations are
open to the public.
  

Membership

In t e re s t e d i n j o i n i n g
us? Contact Barry Spence
(membership) at 250-5372332 or Linda Quiring (president) at 250-537-5116, or
come on Tuesdays to the
meeting point for the activity
you are interested in.
Participants need to bring
a lunch and wear appropriate
footwear and outdoor clothing.
More information can be
found at the website at www.
saltspringtnc.ca.
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FLOOD RESTORATIONS
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
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HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

DRAFTING & DESIGN

CONCRETE & PLACING

COMPUTER SERVICES

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or
upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computeraided drafting, we’ll quickly
produce the working drawings you’ll take to your
contractor.
PLEASE CALL
HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

Notice:
To Members & Public
Beaver Point Community Hall Association
will hold its Annual General Meeting on

Monday, April 11th, 2016

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road
Refreshments and conversation will follow.

All Are Welcome

NOTICE OF AL
ER
ANNUAL GENG
MEETIN
Gulf Islands Seniors
Residence Association
Saturday, April 23, 10am
At Meadowbrook Lounge, 121 Atkins Rd.

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a
homeowner, today! We can
easily approve you by
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage money is available
right now. Rates start at
Prime. Equity counts. We
don’t rely on credit, age or
income.
Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or
604-430-1498. Apply online
www.capitaldirect.ca

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE:
MONDAY 4PM

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

SIGNS
WWW.BCLAWNSIGNS.COM
We create signs to get leads
and get noticed! 250-478-5554

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
FREE ITEMS

page 10

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

ACP 101

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

FREE - White Whirlpool propane stove - 30” wide, perfect
working order, can be picked
up after Apr.14. 250 537-2052

WHAT’S ON

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
WALK-IN & Slide-in Tubs & Showers Barrier-free Wheelchair Access
Aquassure Accessible Baths 866404-8827 www.aquassure.com

FUEL/FIREWOOD

SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 22

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD
GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING

Expressing your wishes for your future health care decisions

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Advance Care Planning is a process of reﬂection
and communication about personal care preferences
in the event that you become incapable of
consenting to or refusing medical interventions.

Salt Spring Island
Fire Protection District

Meeting Notice

The Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection
District (SSIFPD) will be held on
April 18th, 2016 at the
Salt Spring Lions Club Hart Bradley Hall
103 Bonnet Avenue
Commencing at 7:00pm
The election results will be announced,
as well, the District auditor’s report,
Fire Chief’s report &
Trustees annual report.
A meeting of the SSIFPD’s Board of Trustees
will commence following the AGM.
Fire District ratepayers and the general public
are encouraged to attend.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL COORDINATOR
for ALL SAINTS

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island is seeking a Sunday
School Coordinator for All Saints by-the-Sea in Ganges. We
are looking for applicants with an affinity for the teachings of
Jesus as expressed in the Anglican tradition, and those who
will embrace and teach the values of our church in the love
of God. Sunday School meets for 35-40 minutes during the 10
a.m. service at All Saints from September through June. The
coordinator works 4-6 hours a week and reports to the rector
(pastor) of the parish. The applicant selected for this position
will need a criminal record/vulnerable persons check with
the RCMP and Safe Church training from the Anglican
Diocese of British Columbia, at the expense of the parish.
Remuneration to be negotiated. Interested persons are
asked to reply by Monday, April 18th, 2016 to the Anglican
Parish Office (ssanglican@shaw.ca or 250-537-2171).

Get a start on your ACP by attending this
introductory session on Advance Care Planning.

Friday April 15th

1:30 - 2:30 pm
Salt Spring Public Library
Program Room
for more information contact

250-537-2770 or ofﬁce@saltspringhospice.org
CO-SPONSORED BY

INFORMATION

PRESENTED BY

INFORMATION

Applications are now being accepted for two statutory
officers to be members of our senior management team at
the City of Powell River.

• Chief Financial Officer

• City Clerk

Be a part of a vibrant, progressive community of 13,000
and growing!
• Affordable real estate
• 30 minute flight from Vancouver
• Excellent work environment
• Safe, family friendly community
• (www.powellriver.info)
• Spectacular natural setting
Closing date of
April 22, 2016, 4 pm.
To learn more about these positions
and how to apply please go to
www.powellriver.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media
has a part-time position open
NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS
OF THE NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR
THE ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES
Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting,
to be held on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the
Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road,
TWO trustees are to be elected, to serve for a period of
three years.
Nomination of candidates for these positions must be
made in writing, duly signed, seconded, with signature of
agreement by the nominee, and delivered to the District
2I¿FHDWRUEHIRUHQRRQ$SULO
NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
FROM THE FLOOR
To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18
years of age or older, an owner, or spouse of an owner of
land in the North Salt Spring Waterworks District, and
entitled to be registered as a voter under the Elections Act.
Visit the “Who We Are” page on our website for more
information about the role of a Trustee.
1RPLQDWLRQIRUPVDUHDYDLODEOHDWWKH'LVWULFW2I¿FHDQG
online in the Documents/Forms section of our website.
Anne Williams
2I¿FH0DQDJHU
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1
(250) 537-9902

JUNIOR ACCOUNT
COORDINATOR
We are in search of an outgoing, self-motivated individual
with excellent customer service, communication and
administrative skills. Marketing education or experience
would be an asset.
This position will provide support for the Account
Management team, manage back-office aspects of project
implementation – including project briefs, client data collection,
development of a firm understanding of client industries,
strategies and goals, and covering accounts when necessary.
This position will start as part-time and may lead to fulltime.
JOB REQUIREMENTS:
t4USPOHBUUFOUJPOUPEFUBJM
t5FBNQMBZFSXJUIBQBTTJPOGPSSFTVMUT
t"CJMJUZUPQSPCMFNTPMWF
t8PSLXJUIFOFSHZ GPDVTBOENPUJWBUJPO
t4USPOHPSBMBOEXSJUUFODPNNVOJDBUJPO
t#SJOHBQPTJUJWFiGSJFOEMZwBUUJUVEF
t8PSLXFMMJOBGBTUQBDFEFOWJSPONFOU
t&YDFMMFOUUJNFNBOBHFNFOUPSHBOJ[BUJPOBMTLJMMT
t%JTQMBZBOBQQSFDJBUJPOPGBOETUSJWFGPSFYDFMMFODFJO
customer service
Please send your resume
with cover letter to:
Amber Ogilvie
aogilvie@ driftwoodgimedia.com

DgiM

DRIFTWOOD
GULF
ISLANDS
MEDIA

LASER PRINTER - Dell Multifunction Colour - Model 3115.
$100 Call: 250 537-1119
POLE BARNS, shops, steel
buildings metal clad or fabric
clad. Complete supply and installation. Call John at 403998-7907; email: jcameron
@advancebuildings.com.
REFORESTATION
Nursery
seedlings of hardy trees,
shrubs, & berries for shelterbelts or landscaping. Spruce &
Pine from $0.99/tree. Free
Shipping. Replacement guarantee.
1-866-873-3846
or
www.treetime.ca
SAWMILLS
FROM
only
$4,397 - Make money & save
money with your own bandmill
- Cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship. Free info
& DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
1-800-5666899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE
ACREAGE
10.4 acres - 7705A Cowichan
Lake Rd. dug well, septic
needed, other services at
road. Motivated vendor, will
consider
financing.
$190k
ph:604-250-2396

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
383SF AVAILABLE, Merchant
Mews near Ganges. Bthrm,
clean, revamped. Ideal office
or shop. Richard, (Victoria)
250-380-1669.
383SF AVAILABLE, Merchant
Mews near Ganges. Bthrm,
clean, revamped. Ideal office
or shop. Richard, (Victoria)
250-380-1669.

classified@gulfislands
driftwood.com

550 SF office/studio for lease,
Merchant
Mews.
Was
radio station. Lots of light,
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard
(in Victoria): 250-380-1669.
COMMERCIAL RETAIL spaces in building next to Saturday
Market.
- 200 sq. ft. from
$500/mo to 450 sq. ft. from
$1100/mo. and each unit includes a Saturday Market stall.
Available May 1, 2016. Call:
250 537-6860
COMMERCIAL
RETAIL
SPACE up to 1,400 sq. ft. will
build to suit & unit comes with
Saturday Market stall.
Call: 250 537-6860
UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. office, Chair
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT
2BDRM OCEANVIEW, SSI,
north end, spacious., well
maintained, 1-1/2 baths, Wood
stove & FP, lg. yard, Gardener
incl., NS, NP,
$1,200/mo.
Call: Bryan at 250 537-6750
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by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

TIP OF THE WEEK
In this Universal 9 Year, April is destined to produce a significant deepening of
the plot on both individual and collective levels. ‘The plot’ is relative as there
are ever many levels and angles to life, but if you take a moment to reflect on
your own life this should become increasingly evident. As is the case with such
themes, this deepening will prove measurable and dramatic in some regards,
especially on larger collective fronts. The New Moon in Aries occurred on
April 7 at 4:24 am PDT and its position in the Tropical Zodiac is 18 Aries 04. Of
particular importance is the fact that the Sun/Moon conjunction (= New Moon)
is also conjunct Uranus – a triple conjunction! This adds a very significant
factor. So, while eclipses are generally considered more potent than usual,
a planet conjunct the New Moon, especially a far planet, (Uranus, Neptune,
Pluto) puts the New Moon in a special category all its own. With Uranus we can
expect sudden and unexpected changes, especially if this New Moon makes
close aspects to personal planets or angles in your Natal Chart. Further, Pluto
is also square this triple conjunction New Moon. Fasten your seat belts, this
month is going to be epic.

ROOM & BOARD
“AN Experience of a Lifetime”
- From July 4th to August 5th,
the Saanich English Language
Summer Academy will be
hosting International and Quebecois students (15 to 17
years old). We are looking for
families who can host two students during the program.
Please contact Michelle by email michelle@selsa.ca or call
250.385.0583 to express your
interest. You will be compensated $1,750.00 (2 students
for 5 weeks). We look forward
to hearing from you. (www.selsa.ca)

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

....................................................................................................
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PETS REMEMBERED

It is with great
sadness that we at the
Salt Spring Inn, inform
that Rita, the Inn Cat
and Vice President of
Relaxation, ﬁnished the
last of her nine lives.
Rita passed away on
Tuesday, March 28th,
2016 from cancer.
Rita
won
the
“Lottery de Feline
Domesticus” when she allowed Jeremy to rescue her
from the chilly street in October, 2008.
Rita quickly became a favourite of patrons and
staff at the Inn, and a ﬁxture on the ofﬁce desk
where she liked to perch on whatever book was
most needed by the working humans.
Rather petite, with a shiny black soft coat, Rita
charmed all cat-lovers and most everyone (except for
2) she met, and with much dignity and tolerance,
she accepted scores of scrufﬂes and pats every day
from her legion of fans. Her charm, spirit, gentle
purr and “lap surﬁng” ways will be sorely missed.
The care and attention provided by Dr. Justene
Tedder and her assistants at Gulf Island Veterinary
Clinic was invaluable throughout Rita’s life.
Donations to the Salt Spring Island Branch of
the BC SPCA will be collected at the Inn’s ofﬁce in
Rita’s memory.

Invite the whole neighbourhood to
your garage sale with a classified ad.
CALL 250-537-9933

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) A marked sense
of individuality and independence is
becoming more apparent with each
new day. You have taken a major turn
a little while back and now you are
on a new road. Your energy levels are
running pretty high, yet at least one
of your fuel cells is empty and you
can feel it. There is no turning back to
repair or refuel so persevere faithfully.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) It may feel
as though while you are busily living
your life, your life is busily living you.
Both outer circumstances beyond
your control and inner compulsions
are driving you, as if against your will,
but not entirely. When you think about
it carefully, it all makes sense – the
choices you have made, some clearly
successful and some perhaps not
so. It is time for self-reflection and
re-invention.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Many new
and perhaps original thoughts and
perceptions are running through your
mind. It is as if you are gaining a lucid
glimpse into the future. Of course,
even probabilities are not certainties.
If all that changes is your attitude
and interpretation regarding existing
circumstances and future events, your
world will change and it will. Almost
paradoxically, you feel confident all
the while.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Things are
shifting and shaking in your public
sphere and others are taking notice.
Yet you may be too busy to really
notice. Circumstances are pushing you
to drive harder and to learn all you can
as you go. In some respects you may
feel like a newbie, learning things that
have always been right there but did
not seem so important. That was then.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) A sporting and
ambitious mood continues. You feel
strong and risky. This is not to say your
mood is cavalier. Calculating might be
a better word to describe your focus
now. Regardless of your financial
circumstances, you are determined to
make sensible decisions, investments
that will bring returns. Yet once
your business is done you will be
enthusiastic for some fun and frolic.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) You have
entered a rather deep cycle of change.
The good news is that it stands to be
quite positive. It may be that years of
effort are suddenly paying off. Still,
you have work to do. Circumstances
are pushing you to dig deeper than
you have for a while. This includes
squarely facing certain fears. The key
to doing so is to take firm hold of your
talents.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Some very real
changes are underway on relationship
fronts. Whether literally or figuratively,
you are preparing to make some big
moves. These may still be in the early
planning stages but your intentions are
clear and definite. Feeling as confident
as you would like, however, might be a
challenge. Slow down and take things
one day at a time.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Changes
in your lifestyle are activating your
ambitions. Or is it the other way around?
Either way, there is excitement in the
air. Although you have to pay your dues
somehow, it may feel as though you
are being guided by something greater
than yourself. It includes rendering
some form of service for the sake of
the greater good. Trust this flow and
answer the call.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) With
each new day, a vision of your future
grows. Inspired by it all, you feel
more courageous and determined
than ever. In the widest sense, you
are steadily undergoing some kind
of metamorphosis. Prior fears and
insecurities that not so long ago
seemed so real are rapidly melting
away. Though there is something
almost mystical about it all, you are
wise to stay grounded and realistic.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) A new
dynamic has begun close to home. As
if suddenly, things are not as they were
a short while ago. As the old steadily
fades like a receding shore, your
sights are set on what lies ahead. This
includes the task of paying attention to
the details. Fortunately, your powers of
concentration are running strong and
you feel supported by creative ideas
and plans.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) A
revolutionary shift in your perceptions
has been activated and your curiosity
levels are peaking. In some respects,
this has been underway for several
years. Yet, suddenly you are in another
turn. At worst you feel a little confused
and overwhelmed. Ideally you feel
energized, determined, and even
rebellious. The time has come for a
brave new world.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Your ambitions
are on a steady rise. This includes
expanding your social horizons.
Entertaining new possibilities and
playing with ideas feels right. The time
has come to take some key initiatives.
This includes both getting and sharing
new knowledge. You may feel the need
for some downtime this weekend,
but you enthusiasm levels will rise
noticeably as the week progresses.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

classiﬁed@driftwoodgimedia.com
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Visitor centre
needs helpers
Visitor centre hosts open house

The Salt Spring Visitors Information Centre and the Salt
Spring Chamber of Commerce’s Business Resource Centre
are holding an open house on Thursday, April 14 in hopes of
recruiting a few new members for the team.
Community members are invited to come to the visitors
centre from 2 to 5 p.m. to meet the volunteers and staff who
keep the hub of activity in Ganges village open year round.
There will be free snacks and drinks, plus free gifts for the first
25 visitors, in addition to an opportunity to learn about new
initiatives and meet some friendly Salt Springers.
“Volunteers look forward to welcoming visitors and locals
to show them what information is available at the centre,”
said chamber of commerce executive director Janet Clouston in a press release. “In addition to the 33,000 annual visitors, local people come into the centre to get information on
events or to pick up information for their friends and family
who plan to visit. Also available are ferry and bus schedules,
along with the monthly and day bus passes. We also welcome many new people who have moved here and help
them find a wealth of local information at the centre.”
According to Clouston, for 362 days a year, the name of the
game at the Salt Spring Visitors Centre is “meet and greet.”
The volunteers welcome people from every corner of the
world. Days are full of questions about all sorts of Salt Spring
facts, history and areas of interest. Volunteers are trained
to be knowledgeable about the region and the province
through the Destination BC training program, making them
eligible to work in any visitor centre in British Columbia.
“Like other organizations on the island, we are run by volunteers and the visitors centre and chamber of commerce
are fortunate to have nearly 70 of them, and more when we
have a major event happening,” Clouston said. “We always
welcome new volunteers who have an interest in travel, who
want to be Salt Spring ambassadors or who want to help support a vibrant, local economy.”
Anyone who might enjoy volunteering at the centre or
with the chamber should contact Janet Clouston at 250-5374223 or Laura Moore at 250-537-0721.

LITERARY AWARDS

Cedric Awards
deadline looms
Senior authors
have until May 1
to submit work
The May 1 deadline for
submissions to this year’s
Cedric Literary Awards is fast
approaching.
Entries from unpublished
authors, aged 50 years old
and better, are being received
daily. Executive director
Veronica Osborn says she is
keen to exceed last year’s total
of 168 entries that came from
as faraway as Pink Mountain
in the north to Oak Bay in the
south.
“The Cedric Literary
Awards program is changing
the landscape by providing
a unique platform to recognize and reward unpublished authors of fiction,
creative non-fiction and
poetry who are over the age
of 50,” Osborn said in a press
release.
The Cedric Literar y

Awards is a juried writing
competition that encourages and celebrates the
creative talents of B.C. writers who have a lifetime of
experience to share. A prize
of $3,000 goes to the winner in each of the four categories: Fiction, Creative
Non-fiction, Poetry and
First Nations Writing. Also
included in the competition
this year are those who write
prose and poetry in French.
The competition will go
Canada-wide in 2017.
“I encourage and welcome all B.C. writers ‘of
a certain age’ to add their
manuscripts to those we’ve
already received,” Osborn
said. “If last year’s competition was anything to go
by, there is a deep pool of
writing talent in our 50-plus
demographic.”
Visit the website at www.
thecedrics.ca or email
Veronica Osborn at vosborn@thecedrics.ca for
more information.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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EV INFRASTRUCTURE

Funding program for EV charging stations announced
Local group willing to
provide assistance
By PETER LAMB
S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D

The growing market for electric
vehicles got a boost last week with
the announcement of new financial
incentives for EV charging stations
in B.C. for multi-unit residential
buildings (MURBs).
This includes multiple resident

buildings, and mixed-use building
stratas with three or more self-contained dwelling units such as condominiums, apartments, town homes,
housing co-ops and senior housing
complexes.
The Clean Energy Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Program is funded
by the B.C. government to support
the purchase and installation of
electric vehicle charging stations in
MURBs in the province and to assist
in reducing the barriers for current

and future electric vehicle adoption.
Eligible applicants across British Columbia can apply to receive
a rebate of up to $4,500 or 75 per
cent of total costs per Level-2 charging station, whichever comes first,
before taxes, if approved for participation. More details with a full
program guide and online application form can be found at: http://
pluginbc.ca/charging-program/
murb/program-description/.
Applicants can apply for more

than one Level-2 charging station,
but the total approved number may
be capped to ensure the program
funds are adequately distributed.
Single port stations count as one
charging station, dual port stations
(like the one at ArtSpring) count as
two charging stations, and so on.
As such, applicants who apply for a
dual port station would receive up
to $9,000 or 75 per cent of total costs
whichever comes first. Applicants
are assessed on a first-come first-

served basis.
Applications will be accepted
until Oct. 1, 2016 or until funds are
fully allocated. The program may reopen depending on available funds
and interest. Contact Ryan Davis
at Fraser Basin Council (604-4885365 or Rdavis@fraserbasin.bc.ca)
for more information.
The Transition Salt Spring EV
Group is able to provide assistance
to anyone considering applying for
funding through the program.

“I feel strongly that by listening to people,
we are making better project decisions.”
- Lexa Hobenshield, External Relations Manager, Kinder Morgan Canada

For more than four years, we’ve worked together with
our neighbours and local communities to hear what
they have to say about our proposed pipeline expansion.
By listening closely and having an open dialogue,
we’ve been able to create a stronger, safer and more
responsive project. We are working to meet all the
requirements of the regulators, as well as consulting
with communities, Indigenous people, government
agencies and municipalities – and we’ll continue to
work with them throughout development, construction
and operations. We know how critical it is to get this
right. Most importantly, we’re acting on what we hear
with significant changes to the Project.

How feedback has resulted in a stronger, safer and better project:
•

A $100 million investment in the West Coast Marine Response Corporation (WCMRC) for marine
safety enhancements.

•

An increase in safety valves along the pipeline from 94 to 126.

•

An increase in pipeline wall thickness in sensitive areas, such as urban locations and at river crossings.

•

Routing of the pipeline to avoid 22 crossings at fish-inhabited rivers including
the Fraser, upper North Thompson, Albreda, Coldwater and Coquihalla.

•

Routing to avoid environmentally sensitive areas, such as Cheam Wetlands and three
BC Class A parks.

•

Routing of the pipeline to minimize community impacts to the Westsyde neighbourhood in Kamloops
and the Westridge neighbourhood in Burnaby.

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/engagement
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700

Committed to safety since 1953.
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,
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If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS

All heart but no victory for United in Grover Cup final
Salt Spring squad plays better than 4-1
score illustrates
BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Fulford was buzzing on Saturday morning.
Rumour had BC Ferries providing an extra ferry sailing to cope with the exodus of soccer fans for the two
cup finals in Victoria: Salt Spring United masters team at
Royal Victoria Park in the Tony Grover Cup and the U-15
Boys at Braefoot in the Lower Island cup.
Players, coaches, parents, groupies and the media
were out in force and the excitement was palpable. WAGs
(wives and girlfriends) only added to the general carnival
atmosphere.
Team members were ushered down to the dressing
room at Royal Victoria Park and entered a facility that
they had never seen the likes of before. Tiled showers,
more than one tree, I mean urinal, a sofa for the coach to
lounge on and individual cubicles with hooks.
“This is the big time!” they exclaimed.
Coach Jordon Morrison’s main direction to his team

gulfislandstourism.com

An informative, glossy,
digest size magazine plus
website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com.
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by Akerman intensified the United resolve
and, in the words of the BBC comedy Dad’s
Army, “They don’t like it up ‘em!”
The TSN turning point of the game
came when in full frontal attack a powerful downward header by Emekoba
was saved on the goal by the keeper and
scrambled away to safety. A game of
inches! Unfortunately, player resources
you have
were depleted with several still Iffeeling
If you have
information
on any
the energy-sapping flu and
were further
information on any
of our in
streets,
depleted when Jason was injured
a
of our streets,
pleasefrom
contact
contact play and had to be carried
please contact
us
the field with possible Achilles tendon at:
us at:
250-537-9933 or
problems.
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
and any semblance
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com Throwing caution
of defence Alumni’s attacks left them vulPHOTO BY FRASER HOPE
nerable to the counter attack and two
Salt Spring’s United over-35s team at Royal Athletic Park on Saturday. The team lost
late goals, more a product of tired legs,
allowed Fusion a cushion in the dying
4-1 to their Saanich Old School Fusion opponents in the Grover Cup final game.
seconds of the match.
was: If they don’t score and we score, we
Almost immediately, United countered
The final 4-1 defeat did not truly reflect
win. Simple!
with a Johnson Emekoba shot, which was the nature of the contest with United
After pre-match tunnel handshakes set up by Norgard and beat the keeper but playing their part in an entertaining
between Salt Spring and Saanich Fusion came off the post to safety. Emekoba then game. Unfortunately, United heart was
players, young Christopher Jason led the broke through the middle, but Fusion insufficient to overcome speed, skill and
team out onto the field for official intro- smothered the attack with numbers in stamina of Saanich Fusion, who wobbled
ductions to the main stand where team defence.
for a while but finished worthy winners.
photographs were taken. Special thanks
The teams were even except for the
D.W.
Salty
is
looking
for
material
for soccer news
D.W. Sa
Other
to Ken Marr and Windsor Plywood for unfortunate bounce that led to the goal.
column,
• The Salt Spring U-15 boys led by Mark
providing uniforms for United at the last United werehis
holding
their own against
Streets
of Salt
Spring
Island
St
Nordine lost to a Gorge/Lakehill team
minute when the Old Boys could not get a very powerful,
fit and
skillful
Fusion
If you have information on any of our who, by looking at their team photo, have
enough shirts together.
team.
streets, please contact us at:
For the first 15 to 20 minutes the
But just on
the half-time whistle, a all been shaving regularly for the last few
250-537-9933 or
action was mistily mid field with little of rebound save
by Joe Akerman fell fortu- seasons! Salt Spring had no substitutes
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
note to occupy both goalkeepers. Most itously to a Fusion striker who was in an and found it difficult to keep up with a
action was off the ball with various fouls offside position when the shot was taken more physical opponent, but managed a
not called by the officials, much to the to score a second undeserved goal. Salt creditable response in a 3-0 loss.
• Kevan Brown of Salt Spring helped
disdain of the Alumni bench. So much Spring felt hard done by.
for restraint. Harrison Jason had a shot
Salt Spring fans were vocal in sup- Cowichan FC retain the 101st Jackson Cup
just wide. Jay Moulton did well to clear port of their team at the start of the sec- at Royal Victoria Park on Sunday in a tense
a dangerous Fusion attack and Ciaran ond half. But would “heart” be enough? game against Bays United that saw several
Ayton muscled his opponent off the ball Could the punishing stamina training yellow cards. The game ended 0-0 after
to gain possession. Sean Norgard and allied with the team bonding after prac- regular time, but Cowichan scored two
Dave McColl subbed for Shugar and Josh tices provide the breakthrough needed by goals in the 30-minute extra time to hold
Byron.
United? Would the Old Boys on the team on to the Vancouver Island Soccer League
Colin Walde cleared a dangerous move — Donny Brown, Mike McCormick and Jackson Cup title.
• Salt Spring’s Wes Pickering was a memfor a corner. A corner! Always fraught Stefan Cermak — provide the spark?
with difficulties for Salt Spring reams.
Cermak sparked a head out from the ber of the George Smith Cup-winning SaaAn off-speed downward header eluded six-yard box which allowed “never-say- nich Fusion U-21 grad team, which beat
a near post defender and Saanich Fusion die” Jude Shugar to cut back a cross from Gorge 2-0 on Sunday, also at Royal Athletic
led by one.
the byline for Harrison Jason to cut the Park.
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RUNNING

Sneakers finish race series in seventh spot
Twelve runners turn
out for season finale
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Sneakers are
celebrating some impressive
results following the final race
in this year’s Vancouver Island
Race Series over the weekend
in Sooke.
“Great weather, great performances for the last race of
the Vancouver Island Series,”
reported Sneakers’ spokesperson Lynn Thompson after Sun-

day’s run. “Everyone finished in
the top 10 of their categories.”
Susan Gordon ended the
series with an exclamation
mark by winning her category
and finishing the 10-kilometre race as the top-runner in
her Over-40 masters category.
Gordon completed the event
in 43:40.
Eric Ellis placed third in his
M70-74 group with a time of
47:47. Lise Fraser completed the
course in 46:30 to earn fourth
place in the F55-59 group, and
Melanie Van Soeren crossed
the finish line in 46:52 to claim
fourth spot in the F25-29 class.

Ellis, Fraser, Donna Cloete
(62:03), and Julie Van Soeren
(57:25) each recorded personal
bests for the race.
Phyllis Wakelyn was the lone
competitor in the race’s F85-89
category. She finished the event
in 89:54.
Other finishers were Eric Van
Soeren, 46:52; Marion Young,
50:10; Catherine Bennett, 55:25;
and Keith Cloete, 55:31.
Ten Sneakers qualified for
the season series by competing in at least four races since
January. With a grand total of
941 points, the Salt Springers placed seventh among 79

teams listed from across the
region. The tally puts the team a
mere 40 points out of sixth position and well over 300 ahead of
the eighth-placed team.
“The results are ver y
impressive,” Thompson said.
“Though our placing and point
total was less than last year, our
per entry average was much
better; a year of quality over
quantity.”
Catherine Bennett captured
a special Sneaker MVP Award
for 2016. The Vancouver Island
Race Series veteran has participated in 31 races over the years
and has completed five series.

