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Emergency
response
gets a boost
Funding partnership in place
as new fault zone confirmed
in region
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

recommendations that came out of a facilitated meeting between the two groups that
was held on March 8, agreeing to remove
pickleball lines in court number three and
add them to court four for the time being.
SSTA’s request for the 2017 line removal
deadline is based on a plan to renovate a
multi-use court at Portlock Park, which
would give space for four pickleball courts.

The Capital Regional District and the
Province of British Columbia have approved
a new regional strategy that will enhance
emergency management activity across the
Capital Region.
Through the partnership, the CRD
and the province will each provide equal
resources to help the region’s municipalities
and electoral areas prepare for emergencies
or disasters that are multi-jurisdictional or
impact the entire region.
“I think it’s a good thing. It’s more
coordination and cooperation,” said Salt
Spring’s emergency program coordinator
Elizabeth Zook. “I’d like to see more money
come down the pipeline, but maybe in the
future.”
Salt Spring CRD director Wayne McIntyre
said he was disappointed to learn the agreement won’t mean a new source of relief for
local taxpayers, but said there are deﬁnite
advantages to the idea.
“It will improve emergency services in
the region,” he said. “Most people believe
they need to be beefed up.”
CRD chair Barb Desjardins said in a news
statement the agreement will “help ensure
seamless co-ordination between the levels
of government during emergency planning
and disaster resilience in the CRD.”
“Clarity of roles and responsibilities and
ensuring timely public communication are
essential in an emergency situation and we
are pleased to partner with the province on
this important initiative,” she said.

PARC continued on 2

EARTHQUAKES continued on 2

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FULFORD BOUTIQUE: Salt Spring’s Jim Erickson, who is known for his set decorating career and 2013 Oscar win in production design
for the movie Lincoln, brings some treasures to Saturday’s Fabulous Flea Market at Fulford Hall, a biannual fundraiser for the fall.

PARKS & REC

Tennis-pickleball strife ignites
Misgovernance allegations refuted by PARC
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission is attempting to balance competing
needs for outdoor racket court space with
spring weather bringing a new flare-up in
tensions.
On Monday night, PARC commissioners
heard delegations from Salt Spring pickleball
players and tennis players who spoke on the
topic of court lines at Portlock Park. The pick-

Protect
your

WEALTH

BMO

Nesbitt Burns

Joni Ganderton

537-1654

leball players asked PARC to move ahead with
its 2015 resolution to paint lines for their sport
on court number four. The Salt Spring Tennis
Association, meanwhile, asked the organization to commit to a deadline of the end of
2017 when all such lines would be removed.
“We feel tennis and pickleball is a recipe for conﬂict,” said SSTA president April
Wright, before asking PARC to come up with
a solution to avoid the problem.
PARC members voted to adopt several
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PARKS

Pool shutdown date change to April contemplated
Tree-cutters make
amends

Monday night, Raddysh presented
the probable environmental benefit
of making the change and few drawbacks to doing so.
Raddysh explained the current
shut-down schedule is a carry-over
from the days when PARC operated the outdoor Shelby pool, which
closed for the season after Labour
Day each year. The shutdown period
doesn’t always involve draining and
refilling the pool, but sometimes it
is necessary. That presents a problem in drought conditions like those

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Parks staff are considering whether to move the annual shutdown
period at Salt Spring’s Rainbow Road
Pool from September to April following a proposal from pool manager
Jim Raddysh.
Speaking at the Parks and Recreation Commission’s meeting on

Advertising
Deadlines Change
Please note that the Gulf Islands
Driftwood office will be closed on
Friday, March 25 - Good Friday
and will reopen for usual business
hours on Monday, March 28.

PARC
continued from 1
The tennis group has supported the
plan by agreeing to commit the $25,000
awarded through the Kraft Project Play
contest for that purpose.
Tennis players feel the two sports are
incompatible, in part because advanced
players rely on peripheral vision to see
the lines. This becomes confusing during
faster play when two different sets of lines
are on the court, delegates said. Several
people also noted that pickleball players
have use of the Fulford courts as well as
school gyms and Fulford Hall.
“They have inside opportunities to play
that we do not have,” said Erica Ross. “We
have one indoor facility for the winter —
it’s booked solid.”
Noting uncertainty about next year’s
budget and other aspects of meeting a
specific deadline, PARC commissioners
decided against attaching a deadline to
the permanent relocation of pickleball at
Portlock Park and voted instead to provide a project update by the end of 2016.
In a related matter, PARC members
voted to issue a direct response and a

DisPlay aDvertising DeaDline:
Thurs. March 24, 12 noon
ClassifieD DisPlay DeaDline:
Mon. March 28, 4 pm
ClassifieD WorD DeaDline:
Tues. March 29, 9:30 am
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What are Emergency
Support Services
volunteers trained to do?
There are two levels of ESS support:
✓ESS Level 1 Volunteers provide 72 hr support to those
who have been evacuated from their homes (i.e. house
fire). Support include identifying: temporary food and
shelter, child and pet care, emotional support and help with
incidentals like toiletries and medication retrieval.
✓ESS Level 2 Volunteers provide the
same services at a large Reception
Centre for large-scale evacuations
such as interface fires or earthquakes.

If you want to be part of the Team,
call Neva at 250-931-5550 or ssiessd@crd.bc.ca
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gave an update on a situation that
saw five trees felled illegally at Sun
Eagle Park. Discussions with nearby
property owners, their landscape
architect and a tree faller resulted in
the property owners paying $2,500.
The fee will cover bylaw enforcement and staff time as well as the
replanting of five trees to replace
those that came down.
• Ovington and CRD senior manager Karla Campbell reported on
two applications before Salt Spring’s
Local Trust Committee related to the

proposed development of playing
fields off Brinkworthy Road. Public
consultation regarding non-farm use
of the property, which is in the Agricultural Land Reserve, is scheduled
to go ahead at the end of March. The
process was delayed by PARC’s difficulty in finding a consultant and
then the illness of the person who
was contracted.
Commissioners also approved a
revised budget for the land acquisition, with no change to the total figure of $695,000.

Separate pickleball court proposed

Deadlines for the Gulf Islands
Driftwood Wednesday March 30 edition
will be as follows:

Y O U R

experienced last summer and fall.
“Moving to a time when water is
more available seems to make sense
to me,” Raddysh said.
Raddysh said regular programs
like swimming lessons could be
shifted to September. At present,
April is one of the pool’s slowest
months, along with January.
Commissioners voted to send
the matter to PARC manager Dan
Ovington for a full report. Ovington
indicated he supports the proposal.
In other PARC business, Ovington

1 9 6 0

public statement refuting allegations of
misconduct as outlined in a March 14
letter from the SSTA. Signed by association directors Wright, Bob Gibson, Fernando dos Santos and Colin Ross, the
letter states a former PARC commissioner
with pickleball ties should have excused
himself during decisions related to court
use and that he used information gained
through his position improperly.

“We don’t need to play
a game like this to get
action.”
SONJA COLLOMBIN
PARC commission member
“We refer you to the Community Charter of British Columbia Section 100 on
disclosure of conduct. This requires a
council member to declare a conflict of
interest if he or she has a direct or indirect
. . . interest in the matter under consideration,” the letter states.
“And we give you specific reference to
Section 101, stating that if a member has

a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in a
matter the member must not remain or
attend any part of a meeting, participate
in any discussion of the matter or vote on
the matter or attempt in any way to influence the voting of the matter.”
Commissioner Brian Webster called
the letter ill-informed, inaccurate and
irresponsible, and said the writers did
not have a clear understanding of what
conflict of interest or pecuniary interest
mean and stressed that neither applied
in this case.
Commissioner Sonia Collombin said
she felt the SSTA issued the letter as a
threat to achieve their wishes around
court use.
“We don’t need to play a game like this
to get action,” she said.
“It’s up to them to see if they want to
take this further,” said Karla Campbell,
senior manager for Salt Spring CRD. “I
think they just want to be inflammatory
and see if they can rise up a response.”
CRD staff will help draft a letter and
statement to be signed by PARC chair Jon
Suk and Salt Spring electoral area director
Wayne McIntyre. McIntyre asked that it
also be passed by the CRD’s legal team.

Devil’s Mountain Fault Zone extended
EARTHQUAKE
continued from 1
Naomi Yamamoto, Minister of
State for Emergency Preparedness,
added that forming the regional
partnership meets recommendations made in two earthquake
reports from 2014, and is consistent with how regional emergency
management is delivered throughout the province.
News of the partnership came
just after geologists confirmed the
extension of a known fault zone
to include an area south of the
Gulf Islands. Seismologists from
Natural Resources Canada and
the US Geological Survey recently mapped the Devil’s Mountain
Fault Zone to just west of Victoria,
with a series of small faults connecting Vancouver Island’s Leech
River Fault and the DarringtonDevil’s Mountain Fault in Washington state.
A report by marine geologists J.
Vaughn Barrie and H. Gary Greene
compares the fault zone’s proximity to Victoria with earthquakes in
New Zealand to assess the potential local impact. A 2011 quake cost

185 lives and approximately $40
billion NZ dollars.
“It had an effective magnitude
of 6.7 and was approximately 5 km
from central Christchurch at its
closest approach, a result of movement along a previously unknown
crustal reverse fault tilting toward
Christchurch. The DMFZ is less
than 5 km from central Victoria
and is likely capable of similarsized earthquakes,” the writers
conclude.
Seismologists believe that
because the DMFZ consists of
fractured faults, the impact and
magnitude of any earthquake
stemming from the area might be
limited to some degree. As well,
the impact on Salt Spring and the
Gulf Islands would depend on how
deep the fault is, among other factors.
“It could be a real whack for the
Gulf Islands, or it could be a real
trivial thing,” said Hugh Greenwood, a geologist with specialist
knowledge of Salt Spring.
Zook said news of the fault zone
is not surprising considering the
multitude of other known faults in
the area.

“It’s just a reminder that we need
to be prepared for up to seven
days [after an emergency], and the
regional coordination may assist
with that,” Zook said.
“It’s always going to be harder
for us, being on an island — if it’s
a major event most resources will
go to the most populated areas.
But what the partnership does is it
puts us on the map, and strengthens the planning process by putting the groups together.”
According to the new release,
benefits of the partnership are that
it will confirm roles and responsibilities of all levels of government
and key stakeholder agencies and
promote increased integration
between the levels of government
during all phases of emergency
management, from planning to
response, recovery and mitigation.
The agreement will enhance
emergency preparedness, public
education and common public
messaging for each of the key hazards the region may face, and will
strengthen regional information
sharing, communications, and
joint planning, training and exercises.
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Heads up!

Easter Art Tour
March 25-27: Open studios and exhibits, plus
Mahon Hall show March 25-April 3

HEALTH

Peak tick season prompts warnings for the islands
Prevention can avert
consequences
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

With peak tick season upon
the island, a Salt Spring-based
researcher warns residents that
a few basic precautions can prevent a world of grief.
Reuben Kaufman has pulled,
poked and probed thousands
of ticks for the sake of science
since he began to research the
arachnids in the late ‘60s.
Kaufman is a big name in the
world of tick research. He has
delved into topics like salivary
gland development, hormonal
effects on tick reproductive systems and ixodid tick engorgement factors. On a less academic level, he said, the rise of tick
season is always a good reminder for people across southwestern British Columbia to stay
alert.
Much of the concern relates
to the potential transmission
of Lyme Disease, a debilitating neurological illness. If left
untreated, the telltale bullseye
rash that follows a bite can precede a host of life-altering conditions.
With rough estimates of less
than 0.5 per cent, Kaufman
added, the prevalence of Lymeinfected ticks in the Gulf Islands
and much of the West Coast is
nowhere near levels in Eastern
Canada, where rates can reach
the 10 per cent range, or the

Deer tick, or black-legged tick.
Eastern United States, which
can reach up to 50 per cent.
“There is a relatively small risk
for contracting Lyme disease on
the West Coast, and there’s a
whole story in that, but ‘small
risk’ doesn’t mean ‘no risk,’”
Kaufman said.

“If you want to get rid
of the ticks, get rid of
the broom.”
DR. MALCOLM BOND
Salt Spring veterinarian
Dr. Malcolm Bond of Salt
Spring Veterinary Services said
he’s heard of dog owners who
pull ticks out of their dogs by the
dozens during peak tick season.
Pets are prone to getting bitten
while running through areas of
salal and broom, where ticks are

frequently deposited by grazing
deer, he added.
“If you want to get rid of the
ticks, get rid of the broom,” he
said.
He said ticks that carry the
Borrelia burgdorferi bacteria
that’s responsible for Lyme disease may not be as common on
Salt Spring, but they’re definitely here.
Bond said ticks are a big concern in the Gulf Islands during
the rainy season from October
to late May. Reports of tick bites
on dogs and cats usually peak in
late February and early March.
The rise is no doubt aided by the
trend for people to spend more
time outside as the daylight
hours grow longer and temperatures warm, he added.
“This creates a higher risk of
exposure,” Bond said.
According to Worksafe BC,
anyone who works or recreates
in tall grass or forested areas is
at risk. The organization recommends people in tick-prone
areas wear light-coloured
clothes tucked in at the waist
and ankles to avoid exposed
skin, use insect repellent with
a DEET content between 20 and
30 per cent, and perform regular
tick checks — especially on their
legs, thighs, groin, back, arms,
underarms and head.
Ticks can be removed with
fine-tipped tweezers by grabbing the insects gently as close
to the host’s skin as possible.
“Without squeezing the tick,
steadily lift it straight off the

Dark spots on map indicate areas of lyme disease risk in B.C.
skin. Avoid jerking it out,” reads
information from the Worksafe
BC site.
Ticks should never be
squished or removed by hand
to reduce the risk of transmitting tick-related illnesses, the
site adds.
Bond said failure to remove
the tick’s head from beneath a
victim’s skin can increase the
chance of infection but should
only cause a small sliver-like
irritation that clears up after a
few days in the vast majority of
cases.
Because tick-born illnesses

like Lyme disease are more
effectively treated if diagnosed
early on, WorkSafe BC advises anyone who gets bitten to
watch for flu-like symptoms,
such as fever, headache, muscle
and joint pains or fatigue, or a
red ring rash around the bite
that has a “bull’s-eye” appearance.
For more information about
ticks, tick removal and tickrelated illnesses, visit the B.C.
Centre for Disease Control at
www.bccdc.ca or the Canadian
Lyme Disease Foundation at
canlyme.com.

News briefs
Fire dept. sees
permit influx
Salt Spring Fire Rescue
has issued a whopping
3 1 7 f i re p e r m i t s s i n c e
January, when new regulations requiring permits
for all open burning took
effect.
“We are trying to make

it as smooth as possible,
but it’s definitely a stumbling block,” said acting
chief Arjuna George.
George told trustees at
Monday night’s monthly
b o a rd m e e t i n g t h a t 4 0
permits had been issued
that day alone.
Problems have arisen
because permits can only
be issued to homeowners

under the new bylaw.
“This change has been a
real challenge to staff and
residents,” reads part of
George’s monthly report
to board members.
The department has
posted a homeowner
author ization for m for
homeowners, tenants
and contractors at www.
saltspringfire.com.

T h e f i re d e p a r t m e n t
issued 164 permits in all
of 2015.

Dog walker
spots cougar

Amber Anderson told
the Dr iftwood she was
walking along the 500-600
block of Musgrave Road
on Thursday, March 10

when she spotted a cougar in the bush just off the
road.
When she returned the
following day, she photographed large paw prints
that she saw throughout
the area.
Anderson’s picture of
the print was posted to
the Driftwood’s Facebook
site on Friday afternoon.

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

The image drew comments
from some readers who
thought the print belonged
to a dog, possibly a Bullmastiff.
Wolfgang Brunnwieser,
the island’s Capital Regional District animal control
officer, said Tuesday he had
received no recent reports
of cougar sightings anywhere on the island.
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PLANNING TEAM ASSISTANT
Salary Range: $38,803.92 - $43,873.33
Full Time - BCGEU Position
Location: Salt Spring Island, BC
Competition: #32265
Closing Date – April 1st, 2016 @ 4:00 pm
THE ISLANDS TRUST area is a special place – a scenic archipelago of 13 major
islands and more than 450 smaller islands. Our islands are characterized
by vital communities, a rich cultural history and habitat for an exceptional
variety of species, some found nowhere else in Canada. Outstanding scenery
and recreational resources include panoramic viewpoints, sheltered bays
with warm sand and pebble beaches and protected marine waterways and
anchorages that contribute to the Trust Area’s beauty and appeal.
There is a local trust committee for each island or group of islands designated
as a local trust area under the Island Trust Act. Comprised of locally elected
trustees and one Executive Committee member, a local trust committee is
responsible for land-use planning and regulation for its area of jurisdiction.
As such, its responsibilities include preparation and adoption of an Official
Community Plan (OCP), comprehensive land use bylaws, and authorization
of certain Local Government Act permits.
ABOUT THE JOB: The focus of this position is to provide administrative
support to the business of the Local Trust Committees and the regional office
planning team. Under the direction of the Regional Planning Manager (RPM)
the Planning Team Assistant undertakes the responsibilities of supporting
the planning staff to carry out the day-to-day business of one or more local
trust committees. Working within a highly complex political environment,
the position provides support to the planning team and the organization by
ensuring the following tasks are completed in accordance with legislated
requirements and organizational policies and procedures:
-

Providing administrative support for development applications
process;
Organizing, coordinating and supporting regular and special
meetings for Local Trust Committees;
Coordinating minute-taking for Local Trust Committee Meetings,
Public Hearings and Community Information Meetings;
Coordinating and providing support for Advisory Planning
Commissions (APC), Boards of Variance and other bodies;
Providing public reception service and responding to enquiries; and
providing back up to the Legislative Clerk as needed.
Assisting with agenda preparation as directed by the Regional
Planning Manager

ABOUT YOU:
- You are an energetic, motivated and well-organized individual with a
high level of attention to detail;
- You enjoy a collaborative, busy work environment;
- You enjoy working in a small community with members of the building
and development sectors;
- You have strong communication and customer service skills;
- You have the ability to establish and maintain positive working
relationships with elected officials, colleagues, landowners and the
general public;
- You have proven ability to manage a large volume of work;
- You have the ability to work well under pressure with a high degree
of accuracy and quality.
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE needed to be successful in this position:
- Grade 12 or equivalent education, and successful completion of a
recognized business, college or a post secondary school certificate
is required; preference may be given to candidates demonstrating
successful completion of courses offered by the Municipal
Administration Training Institute.
- A minimum of three years of relevant administrative office support
experience. Prefer experience working in a planning department
within local government or in a public sector environment.
- Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills.
- Experience providing administrative services for a group of staff is
preferred.
- Experience in word processing, spread-sheet compilation,
databases, and other standard computer applications (such as
Microsoft Office, SharePoint, eScribe, Excel, database and tracking
systems, and web-posting on a local area network) is required.
- Knowledge and experience in minute-taking processes is preferred.
- Experience in records management is preferred.
- Experience arranging meetings for boards, councils or committees
is preferred.
Prior to submitting an application/resume and cover letter, please go to our
website http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca to become familiar with the Islands
Trust and to view a complete list of duties and qualifications. Only those
applicants shortlisted will be contacted. Applicants are required to submit a
cover letter demonstrating how your Qualifications and Experience meet the
needs of the position. A written test may be administered.
Please submit your application (including cover letter and resume) by
quoting Competition number #32265 and submit it to:
Islands Trust, 200 – 1627 Fort Street
Victoria BC V8R 1H8
Email to: employment@islandstrust.bc.ca
Closing Date: April 1, 2016 @ 4:00pm
For more information please contact Salt Spring Island Regional Planning
Manager, Stefan Cermak by e-mail: scermak@islandstrust.bc.ca.
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Library posts a ‘banner year’
Rapid growth prompts
staffing questions
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

More than 40 library association
members, staff and board members filled the building’s program
room Thursday afternoon to celebrate what many are calling another stellar year for one of the island’s
favourite institutions.
“It’s everyone’s shared love, passion and dedication for this library
that gives us a lot to be proud of,”
said Karen Hudson, Salt Spring’s
chief librarian.
Hudson shared awe-inspiring
stats that reveal increases across
the board in an expansive list of
categories. The number of annual
library visits surpassed 216,000,
more than 80,000 visitors logged
on to the library’s website, and the
facility offered nearly 500 programs
to more than 11,000 youth and
adult participants.
Perhaps most impressive, Hudson said, is the addition of nearly
350 new library members. The
increase brings the library’s membership to a staggering 7,644 card
holders, representing about 72 per
cent of the island’s population.
“This is a real milestone,” she
said. “This is a huge achievement
and a huge show of support from
our community.”
Hudson said the result is especially noteworthy given that about
50 per cent of community members possessed library cards when

she started working at the library’s
former building in 2009.
The largely volunteer-run
library’s success instigated audience questions about the prospect
of future growth and the organization’s reliance on volunteers. The
Salt Spring Public Library operates
with the equivalent of four full-time
staff and 180 volunteers.

“There’s limits to how
fruitful you can be and
how many times you can
multiply yourselves.”
Stanley Shapiro
Former board member, SSI
Library Association

“We live primarily with a volunteer culture, but as the operation
grows and becomes more complex it strikes me that there comes
a time for the need for additional
staff,” said Stanley Shapiro, a former library board member. “It’s
fine that we have a full-time librarian and an assistant librarian, but
there’s limits to how fruitful you can
be and how many times you can
multiply yourselves.”
Les Brost, chair of the library
board, alluded to the predicament
in his annual chair’s address.
“There are few, if any, libraries in
Canada providing the same level
of community service to the same
depth with volunteer support as

ours, and we should be very proud
and cognizant of that because our
greatest strength is also our greatest
weakness,” he said.
Hudson readily acknowledged
the worry. She said the library has
implemented an increase equivalent to one half-time position over
the past year and sought additional support from internships and
co-op students from nearby universities to assist with the workload.
For comparison, Hudson added,
the Powell River Public Library
operates at a similar level as Salt
Spring with eight full-time and four
part-time staff.
“It is a concern, and we’re lucky
that as a library association and not
a union library we can have volunteers. That’s the situation right now
but, you know, things can change,”
she said. “Volunteers ebb and flow,
and currently we’re in the ebb. We
have to look at that, and, hopefully,
we’ll continue to have community
support for the library.”
She said the matter will be discussed as the library association
prepares its five-year strategic plan
later in 2016.
In other library news, members elected Gail Carruthers to the
board and chair Brost’s term came
to an end. Carruthers joins board
members Sally Rycroft, Blair Carley, David Holt, Liesbeth Leatherbarrow, Joan Watterson and
regional director Wayne McIntyre.
Brost will continue to serve as
chair until the new executive is
elected at the library association’s
April 19 meeting.

SHIPPING

Gabriolans question anchorage
Critics find
political allies
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Gabriola residents
opposed to a plan to park
freighters along their
island’s eastern shoreline
call the permitting and
approval process currently underway a sham.
“A n c h o r i n g g i a n t
freighters off the coast
of Gabriola Island has
extreme potential for
environmental disaster,
but the only study being
undertaken by the proponent is not a true environmental assessment,” said
Franz Gigle, a member of
Gabriola Against Freighter Anchorages.
“It’s not an environmental assessment at all.
The problem is that this,
from our point of view, is
a public relations thing.”
The Pacific Pilotage
Authority is applying to
expand the number of
anchorages in the Salish Sea to accommodate
increased shipping traffic at Lower Mainland

ports. Ships use anchorages in Plumper Sound
near Saturna Island,
Stuart Channel off Salt
Spring’s western shoreline and Cowichan Bay
as a holding area prior to
reaching their destination. Port backlogs and a
growing shipping sector
are behind the need for
additional anchorages off
Gabriola Island.
The PPA, a federal government agency mandated to provide a safe
and efficient pilotage
service, has hired a consulting firm to undertake
an environmental review
of the proposed anchorages. Once complete,
the PPA will share results
with industry representatives and public stakeholders before setting up
information meetings
with community groups.
Results from these meetings will contribute to the
PPA’s final recommendation to Transport Canada.
Brian Young, a spokesperson for the PPA, said
his organization is working with Transport Canada, the Nanaimo Port

Authority, the Canadian
Coast Guard, the B.C.
Chamber of Shipping
and the B.C. Coast Pilots
to review the proposal for
five additional anchorages off Gabriola.
“The environmental assessment will be
comprehensive and will
identify the likelihood of
significant adverse environmental effects of the
project,” Young wrote in
an email. “The consultant
doing the study will utilize methodology modified from various policy
and guidance documents
provided by the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency and B.C.
Environmental Assessment Office.
“The consultant will
prepare a comprehensive
environmental assessment report that will generally be compliant with
the requirements of an
environmental assessment conducted under
Section 67 of CEAA 2012
for non-designated projects.”
Gigle said he never
imagined becoming

involved in a political
fight like this before he
moved to the island. He
can’t believe the study
isn’t more closely overseen by representatives
from Transport Canada
with more assistance
from the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans.
“I started reading about
it, and then I realized
this is not just an issue
for Gabriola, it affects
the whole province,” he
said. “We are convinced
this is a relic from the old
government. With a new
[federal] government,
we hope there will be a
change in the process.”
Fervent critics like
Gigle and 5,000 people
who’ve signed a petition
against the plan received
a major boost last week
when the Nanaimo
Regional District voted
to oppose anchorage
expansion. The decision will entail writing
a letter of opposition to
Transport Canada on the
basis that increased shipping could impact tourism and recreation in the
region.

NEWSBEAT
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FIRE DISTRICT

Trustees take action to clarify service level confusion
Board requests staffing
consequences from union
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Fire district trustees are determined
to crack the confounding conundrum
of fire service levels ahead of the provincial government’s June 30 deadline
“I have to admit that I’m a little
frustrated because we keep having
the same conversation and nothing
is becoming more clear to me as the
months go by,” said chair Linda Lee
at Monday’s monthly meeting of the
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District.
“ We’re sitting at this table and
things aren’t clear, so how do we go
to the public and say ‘what do you
want?’”
The provincial government
demands fire departments across
British Columbia declare a service
level from one of three categories
by early summer. The exterior, interior and full-service levels identify
minimum standards for training and
operational requirements as defined
in the Office of the Fire Commissioner’s Structure Firefighters Competency and Training Playbook.
Trustees have spent months pondering whether limits on water supply, response times and the firefighter
availability rule out the possibility of
declaring Salt Spring a full service
department. They also worry about
unknowns associated with costs to

train firefighters to specific standards.
“ We have some real questions
about whether we can get there with
the right equipment, whether we have
water available to us and, because of
the structure of our staff, whether we
have enough people in place,” said
fire trustee Norbert Schlenker.
Trustee Howard Baker cautioned
about the possible legal consequences of setting the full-service standard
beyond the department’s capabilities.
“What strikes me as the big
unknown is what are the legal ramifications of declaring a service that we
might not be able to fulfill or fulfill
all over the island,” he said Monday night. “We can’t expect to provide what is defined as full service
or maybe not even as interior in farflung areas of our semi-rural island.”
Trustee Michael Craig said a crucial
part of the process is to determine
how much ratepayers are ready to pay
for various levels of service.
Acting chief Arjuna George told
trustees fire service levels are intended to solely establish minimum training levels. Though access to sufficient
water and response time are relevant
issues for any fire department, he
said, declaring a full-service status
doesn’t commit the department to
extinguish every fire on a round-theclock schedule.
“It’s not going to guarantee us that
we save everyone. It’s not going to
guarantee us that we put out every
fire. It’s just a training level that we

will be trained to,” he said. “Response
times and water supply are definitely
two issues on Salt Spring, there’s no
doubt about it, but I’m not really sure
if they should dictate our fire service
level and our training,” he said. “They
should play a role, but, in my opinion, that’s more of an operational
thing than the actual playbook itself.”

“What strikes me as the big
unknown is what are the
legal ramifications of declaring a service that we might
not be able to fulfill or fulfill
all over the island.”
HOWARD BAKER
SS fire trustee

ing activities, the interior classification gives fire
departments the capacity to fight fires within
“simple structures or objects such as vehicles,
single-family dwellings or other small structures.”
The playbook adds, however, that “interior
operations may also include larger or more complex structures that the authority having jurisdiction has assessed and pre-planned for, such that
it determines the structure to be safe for internal
operations qualified firefighters.”
In a bid to bridge some of the gaps between
the various interpretations of the new playbook
before any public meeting on the topic, trustees
agreed to ask the fire department’s union representative for an opinion about staffing and
training requirements associated with each of the
three service level options.
George will try to obtain information from
chiefs elsewhere in the province who belong to
departments that have declared themselves interior or full-service.
Fire board members have also tasked the marketing and communications committee to clarify
operational requirements with George and begin
work on a public engagement strategy on the
topic.

Though the provincial playbook
encourages tr ustees to consider
factors like staffing models, equipment, travel distances, hall locations,
demographics and financial impacts
in the choice of service level, the document also notes that full-service
fire departments “are organized such
that the suppression activities that
occur are based on response protocols which include appropriate staffing, levels and number and type of
apparatus on scene.”
Though full-service offers a potential for a “full spectrum” of firefight-

CELEBRATIONS

Festival Active Pass returns

RETAIL SPACE
AVAILABLE

Nature and arts events set for Earth
Day weekend

• Units 200-450 sq. ft.
• Oceanfront property
• 149 Fulford-Ganges Road

Galiano Island will be the site of the second
annual Festival Active Pass, offering 60 different
activities to celebrate nature, arts and community over the Earth Day weekend from April 22
to 24.
The festival had its start on Mayne Island in
2015 and moves across the water to Galiano for
its second edition.
Designed to celebrate the natural environment and unique communities around Active
Pass, the program includes forest hikes and garden tours, boat trips and guided walks, presentations by renowned naturalists, art displays and
workshops, a musical concert, family activities,
an arts and crafts market with live music, and
more.
Speakers will cover topics from the history of
First Nations clam gardens to the migration patterns of sea birds, and sightings of the sea monster Cadborosaurus.
Participants can visit island gardens in spring
bloom, hike to Tapovan Peace Park, attend an
improv acting workshop with Theatre Sports, or
tour Galiano’s historic cemetery.
A community dance for all ages will be held on
Saturday night.
Other food-related events include a taste of
Galiano Island life with wood-fired pizza at
the Whale Song luncheon, a locavore banquet
with nettle cornbread, venison and vegetarian
option, or Sunday brunch at Galiano’s heritage
Community Hall.
A festival pass provides entry to many free
events, with others priced from very low for a
solar energy tour to the higher cost of a guided

kayak trip across Active Pass.
Visitors can leave their cars
at home as shuttle service will
be available to transport passengers.
The Galiano Lions Hall at 992
Burrill Rd., just a short distance
from the Sturdies Bay ferry terminal, will be “festival central.”
That’s where the registration
table will be located, along with
displays from the Gulf Islands
a n d v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s.
An arts and crafts market and
food vendors will also be set up
there.
For more information, go to
www.festivalactivepass.com.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician
for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician
EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9
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EASTER AT THE CHEESE FARM
Sunday, March 27, 2016 10 am - 2 pm

EASTER SUNDAY OPEN HOUSE
285 Reynolds Road

4-H ANIMAL DISPLAY, BABY ANIMALS, EASTER BUNNY AND EASTER EGGS

CHEESE AND

FARM SHOP

OPEN DAilY 10AM - 5PM 250-653-2300
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OPINION

2015 CCNA Awards
Gold - General Excellence | Gold - Front Page | Gold - Editorial Page | Gold - Feature Series (Sean McIntyre & Elizabeth Nolan)
Gold - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker) | Gold - Community Newspaper Magazine (Aqua) | Silver - Agricultural Story (Elizabeth Nolan) |
Silver - Editorial (Elizabeth Nolan) | Bronze - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
CANADIAN
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2015 BCYCNA Awards
Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan & Sean McIntyre) | Bronze - General Excellence

EDITORIAL

Playing
nice

T

he ongoing turf war
between pickleballers
and tennis players over
court space at Portlock
Park blends the intensity of
multiparty peace talks with the
inanity of schoolyard gossip.

The to and fro has persisted for years as an
ever-growing number of Salt Spring pickleball
players search for someplace to partake in their
sport, a game that mixes badminton, tennis and
table tennis.
A single tennis court can host four of the
smaller pickleball playing areas, and that’s where
the conflict begins. Tennis players, who’ve had
all the room in the world to lob, slam and rally
at Portlock Park for years, say the sudden influx
of pickleball lines on one of the tennis courts
causes all sorts of
mixups for beginners and experts
Pickleball vs. tennis
alike.
The conflict
climaxed in recent
weeks with Tennis
Courts needed for
Association alleeveryone
gations of a Parks
and Recreation
Commission conflict of interest. Things went
so far that the Capital Regional District called
representatives from both sides to undertake
facilitated mediation to restore “meaningful and
respectful communication.”
It’s unfortunate things have taken so long to
move forward, but it finally looks like the recent
racket sport intervention has charted a road map
to peaceful coexistence by the end of 2017.
Thanks to the talks in early March, the Salt
Spring Tennis Association has agreed to help the
pickleballers fundraise the money needed to create a permanent space of their own at Portlock’s
multi-use court.
As more people move to the island and recreation interests broaden, it’s only natural that
conflicts of this nature continue to arise. As a
public body responsible for satisfying the recreation needs of Salt Springers, PARC has a duty to
act on behalf of all islanders.
The pickleball versus tennis case is but one of
the battles between rival interests that flare up on
the island, and it’s nice to think that compromise
through communication may still be possible.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Ron Stepaniuk

Lake water ideas demand correction
Regarding Peter Vincent’s opinion piece in the March 9 edition of
the Driftwood, it is clear that he is unhappy with the cost of his Capital Regional District water and sewer service. However, Mr. Vincent
is not an expert in lakes, water quality or drinking water treatment,
and when he shared his opinions he made several statements that
require correcting.
1. Laboratory analyses are done to determine if water is of drinking quality. To be safe for drinking, a sample must meet the requirements of Island Health, which include chemical, physical and biological criteria developed by the B.C. Ministry of Health and Health
Canada. Opinions are not involved in the determination.
2. There is no surface water source in B.C. that is so pristine that
it is safe to drink without treatment. That is why Island Health has
specific requirements for multiple processes to be used in drinking water treatment. The new CRD Highland-Fernwood treatment
plant from which, I believe, Mr. Vincent receives his water is one that
meets the regulatory requirements for surface water treatment.
3. When North Salt Spring Waterworks District environmental
manager Meghan McKee stated that she was “confident our drinking water is safe,” she was referring to the treated water in the
NSSWD system, not the raw lake water or the Highland-Fernwood
treated water. Mr. Vincent is welcome to contact NSSWD to see the
laboratory results showing that the NSSWD treated water is safe to
drink. For water quality results from the Highland-Fernwood systems, he should contact the Capital Regional District.
4. Cyanobacteria do not survive boiling. The toxins that some species may sometimes produce can survive boiling. That’s why Island
Health has specific requirements for multi-barrier water treatment
for surface water sources.
5. Chlorination of water does not increase the risk of cancer.
Consumption of higher than recommended levels of chemicals

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Is budgeting to a deficit taking the right track?

Yes

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood

called trihalomethanes (THMs) might increase the risk of cancer.
THMs are formed when chlorine added for disinfection reacts with
dissolved organic carbon (DOC) such as decaying plant matter to
form by-products. Since chlorine kills bacteria such as E. coli that is
present in all surface water, removing the chlorine is not an option.
Therefore, the solution is to remove the DOC prior to chlorination
to prevent formation of THMs. Water from the Highland-Fernwood
water treatment plant is treated using just such a process. The new
plant to be built by NSSWD will also remove DOC prior to chlorination.
6. When considering installation of the aerators, NSSWD followed
the best advice available at the time; however, when the aerators
had unintended effects, NSSWD took responsibility, turned the
aerators off and spent considerable effort determining what went
wrong. Mr. Vincent is encouraged to read A Guide to St. Mary Lake,
a technical report by limnologist Dr. Maggie Squires. It is available
on the NSSWD website in the Documents /Reports section at www.
northsaltspringwaterworks.ca.
7. The water quality of St. Mary Lake is in no way related to the cost
of the Maliview sewer system. Mr. Vincent is experiencing what taxpayers all over Canada are experiencing: increasing costs to maintain, upgrade and replace critical infrastructure. The Federation of
Canadian Municipalities suggests that Canadian infrastructure has
been underfunded by some $123 billion since the 1950s. This legacy
of underfunding critical infrastructure in Canada and the further
need to adapt to climate change will continue to increase costs.
The next generation will pay more than Mr. Vincent does now, but
hopefully they will also learn to appreciate and value these critical
services.

No

The writer is NSSWD manager.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should PARC seek a new
location for playing fields?

77

32
YES NO
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ISLAND VOICES

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “We feel tennis and pickleball is a recipe
for conflict.”

APRIL WRIGHT, SALT SPRING TENNIS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

SALT SPRING

SAYS

We asked: What
would you do to
make Salt Spring
an even better
place?

BILL STAPLES

ARTHUR BLACK

MELYNDA OKULITCH

CHRIS ROTHWELL

EL HAAS

The rates for ferries have to
come down.

Like turning lemons into lemonade, we should turn the Ganges
geyser into the Ganges grotto.

Get rid of the rabbits.

Put a bridge in. Everything
else is ideal.

I will always be against fast
food outlets on the island.

Letters to the editor
Not everyone
benefits
Paths are appreciated
except when they reduce
usage for others. Many of
the paths are quite useful.
However, some are making usage more difficult.
For example, before the
path by the Farmers’ Institute, people just shared the
area. Now for an event to be
held at the institute, we are
told that volunteers will be
needed to direct traffic.
The paths should be part
of a plan to make it easier
for all people to get around
the village of Ganges.
The concept of reducing
emissions is noble. However, that is only the case
if the people using them
would otherwise be driving
and are not driving to Ganges and parking their car
somewhere in order to use

the path.
The area needs to be
planned more carefully to
avoid difficulties for everyone using Rainbow Road.
The road is for more than
one group.
JENNIFER MCCLEAN,
AT K I N S R OA D

Erskine signs
It has been over 10 years
since the processes leading
to Mount Erskine as a provincial park started.
It is heavily used by locals
and visitors, and still there
are no directional signs of
any sort showing trail names,
where they go, or how long
they are. I hike there frequently, using all three separate entrances, and yet last
week found myself turned
around enough that a sign
at one of the many junctions
would have been helpful.
I was not the only one that
day. A family of five and two

older women were equally
turned around as we had all
overshot a junction or turned
too soon. My partner and
I, experienced hikers, were
surprised that we could get
“lost” on such an easy trail
system, but we did. So I can
only imagine how a first time
user might feel confused by
a few of the trails that form
circle routes. All it would take
would be humble arrow signs
with destinations — nothing elaborate or expensive
— that would help should
people get disoriented.
It is only recently that
Mount Maxwell got signs,
and I do not understand the
delay from the province or
other cooperating entities
that control the park to not
see the importance of trail
markers. Ruckle Park has
them (though they are getting worn and need renewal).
DAN DICKMEYER,
ROLAND ROAD

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Encourage ag
uses of land
I’m very grateful that
our Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee is standing up
to CRD officials who are
obviously very eager to get
a parcel of A-2 agricultural land rezoned so that it
might possibly be turned
into playing fields, a rec
centre and parking lot.
I speak out with some
reluctance because people
I respect highly are supporting the playing field
proposal. And I know that
many Salt Spring residents
would appreciate more
playing fields.
But it’s possible the playing fields we have could be
upgraded so they could be
used year ‘round. Also, let’s
remember that we enjoy
many recreational opportunities here that other

places don’t have access
to. It so happens that relatively flat land is quite rare
“on the rock.” So is prime
agricultural land!
I would not oppose purchasing the property if we
protect its food-growing
potential, which may well
be the best gift we can give
to our youngest citizens. If
we do build a playing field
on that land, let’s figure
out a way to provide transportation to the site so that
none of it will need to be
turned into a parking lot.
Imagine if children
could go to a community farm and help to grow
crops and hang out with
farm animals, and look
for snakes and other living things in a field that
was still wild, not treated
with pesticides. To me that
sounds like a much healthier way to provide a community benefit with this

AGING with GRACE: Accepting guilt-free meals
“I

f you don’t know the
name of the drain cleaner
nor how much he drank, you’ll
have to go home and get the
bottle,” the emergency room
nurse said.
I’d been cooking supper one
evening in late 2008 when Murray flew out the kitchen door
foaming at the mouth. He
couldn’t say why, so I rushed
to the bathroom to discover
he’d taken a swig or two from
the bottle of drain cleaner we’d
brought home an hour earlier.
By t h e n , h i s d e e p e n i n g
dementia was compelling him
to shred paper and flush bits
and pieces down the toilet.
He knew he wasn’t “s’posed
to,” so he’d switched to stuffing them down the bathroom
basin, hence my need for drain
cleaner.
Back in emergency, I told the
nurse it was a good thing she’d
sent me home. In my haste to
get him to the hospital, I’d left
supper bubbling on the stove.
By the time I returned, it was
boiling away!
A week later, Murray’s case

worker from the Veterans Independence Program telephoned
to suggest maybe I was under
stress and needed some help.
The program’s goal is to support
veterans at home, and she’d
already approved modest allowances for house cleaning and
lawn maintenance. Now she
was suggesting ready-prepared
meals.
For heaven’s sake, I thought,
what kind of moron does she
take me for? I know how to
cook. Besides, what will people
think if I accept meals?
If there’s one thing family caregivers seem to share it’s
this: We feel certain we are the
only one who can care for our
loved one. We can do it all by
ourselves and we can do it all
day, every day, and usually during the night as well. Generally,
we don’t stop thinking this way
until we collapse.
My most memorable breakdown was at Islands Savings
when I began weeping and
wailing in front of a roomful of
customers because my debit
card wasn’t working. A custom-

er service rep ushered me into
her office, offering tea, sympathy and a chance to calm down.
It turned out I was getting no joy
at the cash machine because I
was trying to use my on-line
password number instead of my
PIN.
That’s what stress can do for
you!
Marg Monro (250-537-5004),
coordinator of the Caregivers
Support Group at the Senior
Services Society, encourages
stressed caregivers to accept
whatever help we’re offered.
Guilt and pride generally reside
at the heart of our resistance.
Veterans Affairs had been
offering to pay for seven prefrozen dinners per week. “We
know you’re under stress,” Murray’s caseworker had said. “We
want to help you. Providing precooked dinners is something we
can do. Give Chef on the Run a
call and we’ll do the paperwork.”
So I gave them a call and soon
discovered that quality frozen meals were lightening my
load more than I’d expected.
Not only was I grateful, but I

rare piece of prime agricultural land.
JAN SLAKOV,
S A LT S P R I N G

Attractive?
Now let’s see if I’ve got
this right. In last week’s
Driftwood article about the
Ganges boardwalk rezoning,
trustee Peter Grove says: “I
must say your strip [of properties] is the most attractive
part of the waterfront as far
as I’m concerned . . . I’d like
to encourage that.”
In the next paragraph it
states that an NGO is proposing to move an empty metal
shipping container onto this
waterfront for storing and
shipping coffee beans.
Well, I do have to ask: does
the right hand have any clue
what the left hand is doing?
ROGER BRUNT,
S A LT S P R I N G

MORE LETTERS continued on 9

BY HELEN
HINCHLIFF

was overcoming my guilt about
accepting assistance that I
didn’t realize I needed.
Maybe you could use some
help too, but don’t like to ask.
Perhaps you’re living alone and,
after a lifetime of cooking for
others, you’re now making do
with tea and toast. Maybe you’re
recovering from a broken bone
and don’t have the strength or
the balance to stand at the stove.
Maybe the smoke detector has
awakened you from a nap. Uh
oh! You’ve burnt the bottom of
yet another pan. Maybe this is
happening with Mum or Dad.
Don’t just sit there. Get help!
Here are two options for wellbalanced, care-free meals, both
approved by DVA:
Chef on the Run (1-877-7042433) is based in Sidney and
delivers pre-frozen meals once
per week. All you have to do is
warm them up at mealtime.
They offer a wide variety of
entrees at $8.50 each plus $2.75
if you want dessert.
Or you can order meat pies
a la carte. Find their menus at
chefontherun.net.

Meals on
Wheels is
coordinated
by Catherine BenHELEN HINCHLIFF
nett under
the auspices of the Greenwoods
Eldercare Society. It offers home
cooked, hot meals prepared daily
in the Greenwoods kitchen; volunteers deliver Monday through
Friday between noon and 2 p.m.
Arriving with a friendly smile,
they also make sure you’re still
doing well at home. The meals
are subsidized by Island Health,
so they only cost $6.25 plus $1.50
for an optional dessert.
The program offers hot meals
to seniors in need of a daily or
weekly meal, either short or
long term. Contact Catherine
at 250-537-5561 ext. 233 to discuss how Meal on Wheels can
help you.
Sometimes we’re too proud
to accept help or we feel
don’t need it, but if we want
to remain in our own homes,
there’s nothing like good nutrition to keep us strong and
healthy.
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More climate action needed from Islands Trust Council
The following is the text of a presentation made to Trust Council
this week.

In September 2007, Trust Council agreed to become a signatory
to the B.C. Climate Action Charter
and committed to develop strategies and take action to achieve
three goals:
1) Achieve carbon neutral operations by 2012.
2) Measure and report on community greenhouse gas (“GHG”)
emissions.
3) Create complete, compact,
more energy-efficient rural and
urban communities.
That was followed by legislation
to establish the carbon tax, provincial GHG targets for 2020 and
2050, zero-carbon goals in all government operations and a requirement that all local governments
include in their official community
plans targets to reduce GHG emissions and policies and actions to
achieve these targets.
In the Islands Trust, I commend
Trust Council’s commitment to
zero-carbon emissions in its operations and its repeated advocacy
efforts with senior governments.
All local trust committees and the
Bowen Island Municipality have
complied with necessary amendments to their OCPs. In September
2009, council launched a Climate
Wise Islands program with staff
support as needed.
So far, so good.
One would have thought that
the outcome of the Conference of
the Parties (COP21) in Paris last
December would have energized

By PETER LAMB
I don’t need to remind trustees
of the significance of a changing
climate on the Trust’s preserve
and protect object and the local
impacts that we are already experiencing.
In a recent Trust Council letter
to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and Environment and Climate
Change Minister Catherine McKenna, sent before the Paris climate change conference, it said
“Island ecosystems and communities are particularly vulnerable
to climate change, and we are
already seeing impacts of climate
change all around us. As elected
officials we are doing all that we
can to preserve and protect this
precious part of Canada but our
efforts will be undermined if significant efforts are not established
to reduce global greenhouse gas
emissions. Please provide visionary leadership in Paris so that the
abundant diversity of our islands
and our planet can be sustained
in perpetuity.”
In my recent submission on the
Trust 2016-17 budget, I wrote, “It is
astonishing and profoundly disappointing that Trust Council is not
adequately addressing the critical
issue of climate change.” That is
clearly an understatement.
First, some background.

governments at all levels to take
more urgent and effective actions
to reduce GHG emissions. Certainly, there has been a pivotal change
by the new Canadian government
in making climate action a top priority and the B.C. provincial government is working on a new Climate Leadership Plan.

Are there even any
attempts being
made by local trust
areas to monitor
local emissions and
progress toward
meeting their OCP
targets?
Is it Trust Council’s intention to
ignore both these strong initiatives
and do little or nothing new at the
local level? As the draft Climate
Leadership Plan notes, “Decisions
made at the community level play
a critical role in keeping the province on track to meet its targets”
and sets out a goal that “The cost of
climate change for society is considered whenever British Columbians make important decisions.”
It would seem detrimental to the
Trust’s good reputation to be so out
of step with federal and provincial

www.paulzolob.com

250.526.2626

Do You Want to Sell
Your House This Year?

With home prices recovering and
interest rates still low, now is a good time to list.
Low interest rates are your friend…
and buyers know that rock-bottom mortgages can’t last forever! Houses tend
to sell faster in spring and summer largely in part due to families wanting to be
settled before the new school year begins.
Don’t change a thing Before making any changes, renovating or even painting, give me a call.
I can help you assess what needs to be done to have your home market
ready quickly.
Don’t just list your home — market it.
People are doing so much more research ahead of time. Today’s buyers are
demanding. They are savvier about market dynamics and data. I will tailor a
marketing strategy to target suitable buyers.
Strategic Pricing Price it right! Pricing is very important these days. Pricing right will create the
trafﬁc needed to bring the right buyer to see your property. In the ﬁrst week
a listing goes on the market, it gets approximately four times as many visits as
a month later. Different pricing strategies can have different outcomes base
on current market conditions. It is important to understand how to effectively
set a listing price. I can provide you with this information to get the optimum
result in the sale of your home.

Call me to list your property
or for a free home evaluation.

Paul Zolob

ASSOCIATE BROKER/REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

policies on climate action.
Indeed, it seems that Trust
Council is reducing its focus on climate action. Earlier strategic plans
explicitly addressed the reduction
of GHG emissions, but I discovered
that neither the word “climate” nor
“carbon” appear anywhere in the
proposed budget or the current
strategic plan.
I realize that “Reduce community ecological footprint” as an
objective in the current plan might
be seen as giving continued attention to the issue, but there is nothing explicit in the proposed activities that suggests that Trust Council itself is prepared, or is pressing
local trust committees, to take
action to implement real changes
in land-use planning.
Are there even any attempts being
made by local trust areas to monitor
local emissions and progress toward
meeting their OCP targets?
This does not reflect the sense
of urgency that the climate crisis
demands. The word “unprecedented” is being used more and more
today. I recall the statement made
by an eastern U.S. state governor
after Hurricane Sandy: “The last
time we had weather like this is
never.”
So, what could or should council
do?
Frankly, I would like to see council take bold action to address the
climate crisis because it is urgent.
Given its mandate, the Islands
Trust should be a leader in British

Columbia in giving climate change
the priority it demands.
However, I am told that it is too
late to make significant changes
to the budget, so here is a modest
set of proposed actions for Trust
Council to consider.
With funding support secured
through federal/provincial and
other grants and possible minor
re-adjustment of the 2016-17 budget, council could direct the Executive Committee to:
• Re-establish a climate action
presence in the Trust Council organization to acknowledge the significance of a changing climate on
the Islands Trust environment.
• Monitor progress toward meeting established GHG emission
reduction targets.
• Add climate change adaptation
and mitigation into the strategic
plan.
• Consider adding adaptation to
droughts and sea level rise to the
scope of duties for the proposed
new intergovernmental relations
policy advisor position.
• Work closely with regional districts to advocate for appropriate
regulations and bylaws to address
climate action goals.
In closing, I urge Trust Council
to do much more to address this
developing and urgent global crisis. You have been given the necessary tools. Why the delay?
The writer is a Salt Spring resident and former local trustee.

Urgent response required
The following is a submission to the Climate
Leadership Consultation of the Ministry of
Environment Climate Action Secretariat, filed
with the Driftwood for publication.
By RODNEY POLDEN
I’m writing in the sincere hope that your
government can set a new direction by making
the necessary changes to policies and initiatives that will bring B.C. at last into line with its
previously agreed targets for reduction of CO2
and methane emissions, so that this province
actually achieves the commitments made by
the government for 2020.
We have seen year after year of half-hearted
action on this essential file, so that now the
need is greater than it has ever been, and further delays in taking the steps required will
only increase the costs involved for every citizen and every business in the province.
Please do not delay yet further! The expectation by B.C.ers is that our government will
be a leader in tackling urgent and unavoidable issues such as anthropogenic climate
change when they arise. We need a much
better response than to just keep doing the
same-old, same-old habits and policies as
if that will suffice. Problems never get better by just being ignored, yet our continued
headlong rush towards further investment
in, and reliance upon, fossil fuel sources is
no more than wishful thinking in terms of its
likelihood to solve the province’s present and
future needs.
Therefore, please abandon the ill-thought
addiction to LNG and other fossil-fuel megaprojects and instead put the province’s
initiatives and investment towards those
sectors that will provide clean, renewable
energy, better energy efficiency through programs that upgrade the built environment
to reduce consumption in heating/cooling, lighting and transport, much-improved

public transit systems to slash the carbonsquandering costs of inefficient motor transport, and introduce a more thoughtful and
attentive set of policies to assist conservation and protection of irreplaceable water
resources, that will also need to be addressed
as climate change starts to really bite in the
near future. These policies can create far
more long-lasting job opportunities than
other failing sectors.
We cannot wait for the effects upon the
environment of our past mistakes and apathy
in dealing effectively with these challenges
to push us up against the wall of a growing
climate crisis. It is absolutely essential that the
time we have available now, and the opportunities it presents to get on with the job at
hand, are not yet again wasted and frittered
away through inaction and delay.
Since it has repeatedly been shown that the
effects of climate change turn out to be considerably more severe, and emerging much
more rapidly than previously expected, it
must be evident that we cannot afford a continuation of the pattern of tepid responses
that have only served to land us where we
are now, missing even the modest targets
the government itself set. How about taking
action as if this crisis actually mattered? If that
is not yet obvious, no doubt the reality of hotter summers, wildfires and disrupted climate
patterns will be ever more convincing as 2016
becomes 2017, 2018 and onwards.
Why is B.C. not already recognized worldwide as an outstanding leader in dealing
with these issues? Is our government and
our industry really not up to the task that
confronts it?
Please don’t pass up this opportunity to
safeguard the future of British Columbia and
all its residents. We need you to act now.
The writer is a long-time Salt Spring resident.
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Rants and Roses

Photo by Jen MacLellan

Blythe MacDonald with cupcakes made by Carolyn
Walkner for the SPCA National Cupcake Day fundraiser.

Roses
High tails and icing-covered roses to all our supporters of National Cupcake Day for SPCAs and
Humane Societies across
Canada on Feb. 29. Together we raised over $1,500
for the national fundraiser
and an additional $1,000
raised for local animals that
our BC SPCA Salt Spring
branch helps. We couldn’t
have done this without the
remarkable work of Carolyn Walkner and Mickey’s
Gang, Abigail Walkner,
Danielle Newton and anyone else Carolyn wrangled
in to decorate over 500 cupcakes. Our partnership with
Country Grocer led by Rick
MacKinnon helped provide
cupcakes to Fulford, Fernwood and middle schools,
as well as what was raised
in-store, kept a generous
amount of donations here
on-island. Special thanks
also to our volunteers
who assisted with the fun
events. You all made it the
sweetest fundraiser ever!
Thank you from all your
peeps at the BC SPCA.
A very overdue big bouquet of delightful daffodils
to the person who left the
beautiful carving at my
door over Christmas. It’s
beautiful. Thank you! Molly
Thank you to everyone
in Duck Creek Park who
helped us look for Oscar,
the lost, black, one-yearold poodle/terrier-cross.
Your moral support was
so helpful. He was found
before dark wandering
down Monteith Road. Jean

Salt Spring Island
Grand(m)others to Grandmothers would like to send
11,000 African roses to the
supporters of our Scrabble fundraiser. A big thank
you to the Salt Spring Inn
and Penny’s Pantry on
the Green for hosting our
games; the Driftwood,
Island Tides, Marketplace,
Salt Spring Exchange and
Fishbowl for spreading the
word; Island Savings for
the display table; Pharmasave and Country Grocer
for prizes; Ron Cooke for
signs; Symmetric Designs
for printing our posters;
Apple Photo for printing other materials; Lady
Minto Scrabble Group for
your Facebook games; SS
Elementary staff and students for inviting us to
talk to you about what we
do; all those who donated
items or services to our
silent auction; all family, friends and community
members who donated
on-line or at game sessions; and all those who
came to play games and
buy at the Silent Auction.
Thank you to Seabreeze
Inne for providing a space
for our monthly meetings
in the breakfast room. It
was an outstanding year,
with more than $11,000
raised to help African
grandmothers continue
to Turn the Tide against
HIV/AIDS and raise their
orphaned grandchildren.
A gigabyte of roses to
Brien Anderson of Hackin
n’ Wackin’ computer services for saving my files
and putting them on my
new computer. Well done!

This spring break, Dean
Crouse and I, along with
Stacy Mitchell, brought 18
GISS students in grades 10
through 12 to Italy as part of
our student travel program.
We are currently in Venice and will travel through
Ve ro n a , Bo l o g n a , t h e
Cinque Terre, Pisa, Lucca,
Florence, Siena and Rome.
The trip spans 17 days, and
will see us back in time for
classes to resume on April
4. We have had a busy year
of fundraising and would
like to extend our gratitude
with roses to the following
for their generous support:
Dr. Malcolm Bond, Joann
Grey and the Salt Spring
Lions Club, Rick MacKinnon and Country Grocer,
the Salt Spring Garlic and
Music Festival, Salt Spring
Literacy, Carolyn Walkner
at Persnickety Kids Clothing, Dennis Parker for our
T-shirt artwork, West of the
Moon Toy Store, and Dale
and Connie Schack. Grazie
tanto sincerlamente, tutti!
GISS teacher Ray Colleran
Bouquets of roses to
everyone who came out
for Stagecoach Theatre
School’s Hollywood Glam
Dance Party and all those
who bought raffle tickets.Congratulations to
raffle winners Randi Tolhurst (evening at Hastings House), Chad Little
(Island Escapades kayak
trip), Barb Archer (gift
certificate to Salt Spring
Books), Luke Hart-Weller
(Salt Spring gift basket
#1), Katherine Rush (Salt
Spring gift basket #2). We
are deeply grateful for the
magical contributions of:
TJ Beans (Tim O’Connor
and John Dolman), Living
Water Media (Dave Vollrath), Tree House Cafe
( Terena LeCorre), Jen
MacLellan Photographyand all the businesses that
provided goods for the gift
bags: Salt Spring Kitchen
Co. (Melanie Mulherin),
Salt Spring Island Cheese
Company (David Wood),
Moonstr uck Organic
Cheese Inc. (Susan and
Julia Grace), Rosemary’s In
Season Foods (Rosemary
Harbrecht), Ropey Fishing Co. Ltd. (Ron Nordine),
Salt Spring Island Artisan
Vinegar (Bree Eagle), Salt
Spring Coffee (Robert
Prince), Salish Sea Chocolate Company (Colleen
Bowen). Thank you all for
supporting children’s theatre!
Thank-you, Jean and
Peter, for looking out for me
on Thursday. Oscar
Roses to Bud Bowes for
his donation of surveying
equipment to the GISS
shop program. The students are already happily
putting new skills to work.

Photo contributed

GISS students at Piazza San Marco in Venice. The group sends in some Roses from Italy.

more letters continued from 7

Two great men

This is an amazing week for embracing and acknowledging two great Canadians.
Ed Broadbent turned 80 on March 21
and David Suzuki turned 80 on March
22. This is the time to reflect on the
many years that they have influenced
the understanding and will for positive
change of a great many Canadians.
Ed Broadbent has given a life’s work
to social justice and is presently working on a fair and representative voting
system for Canada. Some Salt Springers will remember the lamb barbecue
at the Farmers’ Institute when he was
the primary guest. The organizers were
expecting about 300 people, and 500
came. The village food stores never had
it so good as I raced around rounding
up extra supplies of everything from
rolls to napkins.
David Suzuki, news to no one, is seen
as the lead Canadian protector of the
environment. When he comes to Salt
Spring there is standing room only. He
has the patience to talk to everyone
after a presentation. One of his current projects is water protection. He is
particularly emphatic about the poor
job that has been done to protect indigenous communities, not to mention
the over 1,000 daily boil-water advisories in Canada.
Both the Broadbent Institute and the
David Suzuki Foundation are asking
us for financial assistance, and I hope
that most of us who can will respond
appropriately.
Irene Wright,

Income Tax

A

CANADIAN & AMERICAN
PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT
Fulford Village Office
PH:

250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

Capital Regional District

Attention:

Southern Gulf Islands
Contractors, Suppliers and
Trades People
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is establishing prequalified on-island contractors and/or trades service
providers who can assist the CRD in the operation and
maintenance of its utility and harbours services and
projects. Examples of the services include excavation and
hauling, plumbing, electrical, pipe laying, fencing and
general carpentry, painting, powerwashing and cleaning,
commercial diving, etc.
This notice is for pre-qualification only and does not
guarantee work will be obtained from the CRD.
For more information, please contact Kevin Evans at:
E: kevans@crd.bc.ca
T: 250.474.9674

S a lt S p r i n g

*MSRP of $19,995 on 2016 Impreza 4-dr MT (GF120). MSRP excludes Freight & PDI of $1,595. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is
2016 Impreza 5-dr Limited Tech-Pkg AT (GG2LPE) with an MSRP of $30,395. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration,
and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations.
†Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091 • 1784 Island Highway
DAVE,

RUTH,

NORMA,

BOB,

EDIE

Drop by today...Coffee is always on!
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

DL#5032
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arts&entertainment
entertainment

Sunday Night Music with

The Barley Brothers
See details on Facebook

Burger & A PinT
$14.95 - All day Monday

VOLUNTEERING

ArtSpring aims to grow important volunteer base
Treasure Fair and frontof-house opportunities
BY CICELA MÅNSSON
S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

ArtSpring’s Treasure Fair fundraising team from 2015 celebrate success.

My first experience with ArtSpring volunteers occurred during my Skype interview with ArtSpring’s board of directors over
18 months ago.
Throughout the interview, I
could not help but feel the commitment of this board, which
is composed entirely of volunteers. It was obvious that they
cared about each other and
about ArtSpring and that they
were determined to find someone who would care as much
about our arts centre as they do.
T h a t f i r s t i m p re s s i o n h a s
stayed with me. Ar tSpr ing’s
dedicated, energetic volunteers,
from the board to the box office,
from the front of house to the
concession bar, from those who
provide hospitality to visiting
performers to those who assist

with Treasure Fair (our major
annual fundraiser culminating
in July) are of the highest calibre.
As an organization, ArtSpring
endeavours to create opportunities for our volunteers to learn
and develop new skills, contribute their talents and abilities,
and feel a sense of achievement
and belonging. In talking with
our volunteers, I have discovered that people who are new
to Salt Spring find friendship
and community in their volunteer pursuits. And I have had the
pleasure of witnessing the team
that runs Treasure Fair working
efficiently and joyfully together to create this event that is
anticipated by the Salt Spring
community.
As we near volunteer month
in April, we hope to grow our
current volunteer base.
If you are new to the island
and would like to meet people
while contributing to your new
community, or you are looking
for a new challenge, we would

love to welcome you to our volunteer team. At this time, we are
looking particularly for volunteers who can help us with our
annual fundraiser, Treasure Fair.
Arts organizations are special.
Music, dance, theatre and the
visual arts enrich our lives, and
indeed for some of us they are
what make our lives truly worth
living.
When a small community on
a tiny island like ours rises to
the challenge of supporting and
sustaining a vibrant centre for
the performing and visual arts
— that is simply unique.
Fo r m o re i n f o r m a t i o n o n
connecting with the arts in a
meaningful way, please call ArtSpring at 250-537-2125.
For Treasure Fair volunteer
opportunities, please speak to
Christie Roome.
For front of house (i.e. ushering) volunteer opportunities,
please speak to Taryn Hancock.
The writer is the artistic/executive director of ArtSpring.

CONCERTS

Viva Chorale and Jubilate join forces
Double concert set
for Fulford Hall
Visit local art galleries
and artist studios. Get
your tour map and
details at Mahon Hall
and on our website.

Mahon Hall Events
Mar 26 Workshop: Dancing to Art, Age 6 and up, 5-6
Mar 27 Workshop: Photographing Your Work, 2-5
Mar 30 Artist Talk: Gillian McConnell, Painter, 12-1
Mar 31 Artist Talk: Charles Breth, Sculptor, 12-1
Apr 01 Artist Talk: Margie Korrison, Painter, 12-1
Apr 02 Artist Talk: Rosalie Matchett, Painter, 12-1

www.saltspringeasterarttour.com

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Choral music fans will have
a rare opportunity to enjoy
the music genre on Saturday,
April 2, when two choirs come
together at Fulford Hall.
Salt Spring’s Viva Chorale
choir hosts the internationally acclaimed Jubilate Vocal
Ensemble from Vancouver for a
joint concert. Artistic directors
and conductors Caroni Young
and Larry Nickel will each lead
their respective groups for one
set before coming together for
a three-song finale performed
with the nearly 90 combined
voices of the two choirs.
The “Connections” concert theme reflects the links
between the two choral groups
and the human connection with the elements of the
world. Young and her husband
Keith Ollerenshaw both sing
with the Jubilate Vocal Ensemble and Ollerenshaw also sings
with Viva Chorale, forming a
bridge between two distinct
groups.
“It’s almost like getting married. You have the two choirs
like the two sides of the family,
and this will be the first time
they come together,” Young
said.
Viva Chorale’s part of the

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Viva Chorale choir director Caroni Young, left, and Jubilate
Vocal Ensemble director Larry Nickel are putting together a
special joint concert for April 2.
program will be a customarily
eclectic mixture of time periods and styles relating to the
overall theme. They’ll go from a
song written by Henry VIII celebrating his hunting companions, called Pastime with Good
Company, to a piece by a modern Norwegian composer, to
modern songwriters like Bruce
Cockburn. Two pieces will be
sung to the accompaniment of
a string quartet.
Young said Viva Chorale has
continued to gel under its new
direction, with Connections
being just the second performance since she’s been at the

helm.
“It’s been really exciting
seeing them grow and coming together. And it makes it a
little easier to pick repertoire,”
Young said about her own
growing knowledge of the singers.
Jubilate’s part of the program
will include some interesting
Canadian pieces, something for
which the group has become
known. They took the prize for
Best Canadian Performance
at the International Choral
Kathaumixw Festival in Powell
River in 2014, and will be looking to reclaim the title at this

summer’s biennial event.
The joint program will
include three pieces arranged
by Nickel, including a world
premiere of a choral version
of Valdy’s hit Play Me a Rock ‘n’
Roll Song. Valdy has attended
several rehearsals and has
reportedly been “tickled pink”
to hear the song sung in four
parts for the first time, and also
to offer his support and suggestions.
“It’s a real connection
between both groups and the
island,” Young noted.
Nickel has also arranged one
of his own compositions for the
show, as well as a piece that was
commissioned by Viva Chorale.
Young will conduct and direct
the latter, while the Jubilate
director will take the honours
on the other two arrangements.
“He’s been great, a real mentor to me. It’s been really easy to
work with him and I’m looking
forward to the concert,” Young
said.
“It will be a different kind of
concert from what we usually
get to hear on Salt Spring.”
With the Jubilate group travelling from Vancouver, the Saturday evening performance will
be the only chance to hear the
joint concert.
The show starts at 7 p.m. at
Fulford Hall.
Tickets are available at Apple
Photo, Salt Spring Mercantile or
at the door.
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EXHIBITIONS

Artist unravels complex themes in textiles and words

SSNAP winner
Corrie Peters
first in residency
program
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Islanders had but a
short time to learn more
about Corrie Peters’ art
practice at the end of
her month-long residency on Salt Spring,
but even the small taste
offered at The Point Gallery March 17-18 pop-up
show revealed a deeply
engaged individual, for
whom art and social justice are knitted together.
Pe r h a p s b e c a u s e
much of her recent practice has been pursued
through the channels of
academia, Peters’ work is
theoretical and questioning, but the same time,
her form of expression
is tactile and intimate.
It is perhaps as good an
example of “praxis,” or
theory put into action,
as one can find, which is
no doubt one reason the
judges of the Salt Spring

National Art Prize named
her as their grand prize
winner last fall.
Peters created her
prize-winning Building
(All the rooming houses on my street have
had their front doors
removed) as one part of
a seven-part installation
for her MFA thesis project at the University of
Manitoba. Every element
involved a deep consideration of issues like power
and representation, and
the wish to produce
expressions that work
against the dominant
power structures without resorting to cliché or
unintentionally replicating them.
If that sounds like a
hugely heavy burden, it’s
no surprise that Peters
used her Salt Spring residency mainly to further
her exploration into these
ideas through writing
and thinking.
A collection of small
books Peters showed at
the gallery, some of which
were part of her thesis
project, revealed how
her practice connects
the personal with larger

themes. A Lament: Why
My Art is Failing is a particularly potent collection that contrasts statements around tragedies
of injustice — to women,
people of colour, the poor
and the environment —
with Peters’ narrative of
failure. This is felt on an
extremely personal level,
but also points to the
greater question of how
any work of art can make
the necessary impact to
effect social change.
Peters is just as
thoughtful when creating
expressions of personal
relationship. She has a
strong belief that experiences that take place
over time should result in
equal time put into their
documentation.
For example, Peters
showed a crocheted
tablecloth with several of
the panels cut out. She
finished the edges of the
cut-outs by crocheting
minute stitches in sewing thread — an almost
impossible task with the
slippery material. The
holes in the fabric represent the grief she felt at
her grandmother’s death,

and the time spent stitching that she actually spent
with her grandmother.
Ho l e i n t h e Sk y
(Friendship) is a work
that Peters created during
the residency. Knowing
before she came that the
visit would give her time
to be with some close
friends on the West Coast,
Peters brought along a
found cotton tablecloth
to use during their meals
together. The artwork
involved small crocheted
shapes made from fibres
of that cloth. Peters dyed
the material using the
foods that made stains
during those meals. Scattered across one corner
of the gallery’s unfinished
floor, the shapes were
purposefully left to be
discovered or stepped on
as may be.
Peters explained she
had been thinking about
the concept of usefulness
and who is determined to
be valuable in this society. Real friendship exists
beyond the constraints
of capitalist/neoliberal
ideology. The title of the
piece refers to several
First Nations creation

BOOK LAUNCH

Haase charts Liverpool days

photo contributed

Peter Haase launches his first book at Lions
Hall on April 2.

Working-class memoir beats
postwar blues
Salt Springer Peter Haase will launch his
first book on April 2, introducing islanders
to a world of bombed houses, jiggers, carless
cobblestone streets, brutal teachers and opendoor communities as experienced by a true
“Liverpool lad.”

During the Saturday evening event at the
Lions Hall, Haase will share some his adventures in Liverpool in the 1950s and ‘60s. His
lively Liverpool Lad memoir is described as
“an authentic and engaging voice of growing
up street savvy, the youngest of four boys, in
the famous downtown working-class slums
of Everton, Liverpool before they were demolished.”
Haase is an electrician/builder, singer,
musician, artist, gardener, letterpress printer,
former preacher and scriptural teacher and
political activist. He immigrated to Australia in
1966, then to Canada in 1971, living in Toronto,
the Yukon and Vancouver before settling on
Salt Spring in 1990 with his wife, the poet and
publisher Mona Fertig.
As he reveals in his memoir, the young
Haase was talented but his attempts to “be
good” tended to fail because of violence, poverty, bullying teachers and other disasters. He
loved music and fishing; accidentally met Beatles George and John; won big on the Grand
National; apprenticed as a butcher boy; and
became a Mod, digging the Merseybeat, the
Cavern Club and tailored suits. Before Liverpool’s economic decline deepened, the resilient youth and his family found “a way out”
and emigrated to Australia when he was 16.
“This memoir comes at you like a homespun but eloquent and funny missive from
another world: the hardscrabble life of postWorld War II Liverpool,” writes Derek Lundy,
author of Borderlands: Riding the Edge of
America and other books. “Peter Haase came
through by riding his wits, humour, fast-talking and toughness to overcome poverty, a
penchant for petty crimes and other hardships. My only gripe is that the book ends too
soon.”
The launch starts at 7:30 p.m. and admission is free.

siderable power in this
approach.

AIR news

photo by elizabeth nolan

Corrie Peters with artwork of cut tablecloth and
crocheted sewing thread at The Point Gallery.
myths in which the world
starts after a woman falls
through the sky onto the
back of a turtle. In contrast to the top-down
hierarchy described
in the Bible, Peters said
these stories contain
notions of freedom and
possibility at our starting
point.
Peters has also found

a sense of freedom following the SSNAP win.
In addition to the validation, she feels the award
will help her to resist the
urge to think of “more”
as “better,” and instead
of going bigger with her
installations to speak
with a quiet voice. As
her small books demonstrate, there is con-

Peters’ residency on
Salt Spring came about as
part of her SSNAP prize
winnings, but her hosts at
the Salt Spring Arts Council are working to create a
regular program that will
bring visiting artists and
writers to the island.
The new Artists in Residence program’s aim is
to provide professional
and emerging artists
with the time and space
for creativity by working
with local accommodation owners to provide
reduced rates during offseason months. SSAC will
make the arrangements
and provide studio space.
In return, the visitors are
expected to engage with
the community through
a workshop or other
learning event during
their stay.
SSAC is currently taking applications for next
year and will announce
the successful candidates
in June. The deadline for
submissions in April 15.
For more information,
see ssartscouncil.com.

Spring into Savings
Up to 70% OFF
at Mouat’s Clothing

Spring Sidewalk Sale
All long weekend
Mar 25-28th

Men’s  Women’s

Island Style Outfitters
Fashion  Footwear  Accessories

www.mouatsclothing.com • 1-877-490-5593 • 110 Purvise Lane

what’s on this week
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Wed. Mar 23 Thur. Mar 24 Fri.
ACTIVITIES

SSI Painters Guild Art
Workshops and Life
Drawing.
Every Wednesday to May 4.
ArtSpring Gallery. 9:30 a.m.
Bittancourt House
Museum.
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at
the Farmers’ Institute grounds.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Poker Night.
Hosted by Rebekah every
Wednesday at The Local. Sign
up by 6:30 p.m. Start playing
at 7 p.m.
Afro-Guinea Dance Classes.
All Levels welcome to learn
traditional & contemporary
dance of Guinea & Mali. North
End Fitness. 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Spring Break Library Camp.
Sessions for younger children
(Grade K-2) from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m., and sessions for
older children (Grade 3-5) 1:30
to 3 p.m. from March 22-24,
and March 29-31. Register at
the library.
Root Causes Author
Reading. Root Causes, by
local author Elaine Kozak, is a
dramatic murder mystery that
leads the reader through inexplicable events in a West Coast
setting. Salt Spring Library
Program Room. 5:30 p.m.
Songjam.
Pub-style sing along to the
soundtracks of our lives.
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Mar 25

Sat.

ACTIVITIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic Night.
Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

Bittancourt House
Museum.
See Wednesday listing.
ACTIVITIES
Good Friday Service.
Spring Break Library Camp. At Our Lady of Grace Catholic
See Wednesday listing.
Church. 3 p.m.
Bittancourt House
Good Friday Service.
Museum.
At Salt Spring Island United
See Wednesday listing.
Church. 10 a.m.
Shifting Consciousness:
10th Annual Easter Art
Transform Your Thoughts
Tour Opening Reception.
to Transform Your Life.
Opening celebration for a
Learn how to use intention
to cultivate a life of meaning, group show of more than 40
purpose, and satisfaction. Salt artists in painting, sculpture
Spring Wellness Centre. 1 p.m. and photography at Mahon
Maundy Thursday Service. Hall. 6 to 9 p.m.
At SSI United Church. 7 p.m.
Holy Thursday Mass of the
Last Supper.
Mar 26
Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church. 7 p.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sun. Mar 27
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Bros.
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6
to 9 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Easter Sunday Services.
At St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
Fulford at 8 a.m.; and Our Lady
of Grace in Ganges at 10 a.m.
Easter Sunday Services.
Early SS United Easter service
Live Music at the Local.
Local musicians every Saturday at Centennial Park at 8:30
a.m.; coffee & hot cross buns
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Mar 25 Destiny’s Wild.
at SSI United Church at 9 a.m.;
Easter Sunday worship service,
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
10 a.m.
p.m.
Brent Shindell. Live music
Easter at the Cheese Farm.
by local talented musicians,
Easter egg hunt and open
plus free appies made by
ACTIVITIES
house with 4-H animal disDagwoods Restaurant. The
play, baby animals and Easter
Saturday Market in the
Local bar. 5 to 8 p.m.
Bunny. Salt Spring Cheese
Park
Opening
Day.
Sky Valley Live Jazz.
Farm. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Live Jazz at The Oystercatcher First official day of the
Saturday market in Centennial Easter Art Tour.
Bar & Grill. 6 to 9 p.m.
Park. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
See Saturday listing.
Barefoot Thieves. Live music
How to Photograph Your
Easter Art Tour.
at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
Exhibit of work by 40 artists at Own Artwork.
Mahon Hall plus open studios Workshop with Seth Berkowitz.
and galleries all around the
Mahon Hall. 2 to 5 p.m. Info/
island. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. See
registration: wor@ssartscouncil.
saltspringeasterarttour.com
com or 250-538-8447.

Sat.

Fri.

THE LADY

VAN

THE REVENANT
starring LeOnarDO Di CaPriO

3 Oscars

2hr 30min

Rating: 14A

starring
Maggie sMith

1hr 45min
Rating: PG

March 25-29 Fri. to Tues. 7pm
Sun. 3pm matinee & 7pm

Starts Friday April 1st

National
Theatre
Live

As You
Like It
Thurs. Mar. 31st 3pm & 7pm
Advance tickets $22 at
The Cinema 6-7pm
Friday to Tuesday

CINEMA

EXHIBITIONS

The 10th annual Easter Art Tour showcase exhibit featuring 40 local artists runs
from Friday, March 25 to Sunday, April 3, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at Mahon Hall,
with an opening reception Friday evening from 6 to 9 p.m. PLUS more than 25 local
artists will also have their studios open over the weekend, along with local galleries
and other exhibit spaces. See saltspringeasterarttour.com for details.

Artist Talk with Gillian
McConnell.
Mahon Hall. 12 to 1 p.m.
British Columbia - Graced
by Nature’s Palette.
Book launch with Frank
Townsely depicting BC’s
scenery, flora and fauna. Salt
ACTIVITIES
Spring Library Program Room.
5 p.m.
10th Annual Easter Art
SSI Painters Guild Art
Tour Exhibit.
Workshops and Life
Feature exhibit of work by
more than 40 artists at Mahon Drawing.
Hall, which runs daily from 10 See last Wednesday’s listing.
a.m. to 5 p.m. through April 3. Poker Night at the Local.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Songjam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

Invite the whole
neighbourhood to
your garage sale
with a
classified ad.
CALL
250.537.9933

Tue. Mar 29
ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Transportation
Commission.
Regular business meeting at
special place and date. Salt
Spring Library Program Room.
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Afro Body Movement Class.
Reconnect with primal
body through Afromovement structure. North
End Fitness. 6 p.m.
10th Annual Easter Art
Tour Exhibit.
Feature exhibit of work by
more than 40 artists at Mahon
Hall, which runs daily from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. through April 3.
Drop-in Floor Hockey.
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall.
7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250653-9798.

www.driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/
view our online
comprehensive
interactive calendar
of events listings
we are YOUR go-to-place for
everything happening on Salt Spring

• KiZmit re-opens for the season on Thursday, March 24 with a duo show of
wood sculpture by Roger Warren and watercolours by Margaret Threlfall.
Opening reception is the following Friday, April 1 from 6 to 8 p.m. The show
runs till the end of April during KiZmit opening hours, Thursday through
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.-ish.
• Tossed and Found — A group of 13 artists working with found objects in an
innovative and creative way reveals their work at Salt Spring Gallery through
Wednesday, March 23.
• Anna Gustafson’s Across the River exhibition runs in the Salt Spring
Library Program Room through the month of March during regular library
hours when the program room is not otherwise in use.
• Salt Spring Painters’ Guild members show work in the ArtSpring lobby
through the month of March.
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings.
• Natasha Bawlf has paintings at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.

by Michael O’Connor

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Nite Live.
Live variety show with special
guest Jan Rabson performing
“Extreme Improv.” Musical
guest Vaughn Fulford.
Admission by donation.
ArtSpring. 8 p.m.

EXHIBITIONS

• The Lady in the Van — Returns on March 25. The true story of the relationship
between Alan Bennett and Miss Shepherd, a woman of uncertain origins who
“temporarily” parked her van in Bennett’s London driveway and proceeded to live there
for 15 years.
• National Theatre Live: As You Like It — Shakespeare’s glorious comedy of love
and change. With her father the Duke banished and in exile, Rosalind and her cousin
journey into the Forest of Arden. There, disguised as a boy, she embraces a new way of
living and falls spectacularly in love. Shows on Thursday, March 31 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
only. Advance tickets are at the cinema from 6 to 7 p.m., Fridays through Tuesdays.

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Mon. Mar 28 Wed. Mar 30
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Dancing to Art: An InterGenerational Workshop.
Free workshop with Kristen
Lewis. For ages 6 and up.
Mahon Hall. 5 to 6 p.m.
Holy Saturday.
Easter Vigil Mass at Our Lady of
Grace Catholic Church. 8 p.m.

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
IN
THE

Mar 26

ACTIVITIES

What’s On - the go!

www.sunstarastrology.com | sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
PAGE 18

Plan your day,
your week (your life!)
with Salt Spring’s
#1 events calendar.

DgiM
DgiM

DriftwooD
gulf
islanDs
MeDia

DriftwooD
gulf
islanDs
MeDia

Saltspring Driftwood Ad March. 23 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

April Fool’s Murder
Mystery Event
An evening of mystery, murder, wine and cheese in the library.

Friday, April 1st • 7 p.m.
Fundraiser for the SSI Public Library Association

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

imagine - comfort on wheels

Squeeze Me!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com
The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd
2nd St.
St. Duncan
Duncan

1-800-593-5303
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
9-5pm
Mon.-Sat.
Sun11-4pm
11-4
Sun.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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LIVE THEATRE

Funnyman Rabson is Salt Spring Nite Live guest star
Improv, music and more
at March 28 show

television industry.”
Salt Spring Nite Live has a
regular group of actors and
writers who welcome a local
special guest each month and
raise funds to support the Salt
Spring Arts Academy.
“We explore aspects of the
guest’s life and work on Salt
Spring and try to highlight the
humorous side.
“Our goal is to produce one
show per month and assemble writers, actors and support
along the way. We are achieving our goals,” press material
states.
The group’s first special guest
was Karen Hudson, head librarian at the Salt Spring Public
Library, who sang and danced

Salt Spring Nite Live is excited to present an evening of
extreme improv with special
guest Jan Rabson on Monday,
March 28 at ArtSpring.
“We are really excited that Jan
Rabson calls Salt Spring home
so we are not really cheating by
having a world-famous comedic genius as our special guest,”
the organizers at Salt Spring
Arts Academy state in a press
release.
“Jan’s early work on the Johnny Carson Show paved the way
for a long and extremely successful career in the film and

her way into allowing “absolutely anything” to happen at
her workplace. She reportedly
loved the experience of mastering all the skills required to pull
off a musical theatre skit.
The second guest was
Dave Phillips of Dave’s Blasting and Drilling, who proved
to be a master actor, dancer
and improv artist who was not
afraid to venture into the sauna
scene in a Speedo.
Pa s t m u s i c a l g u e s t s h a v e
included Gulf Islands Seconda r y S c h o o l s t u d e n t s Da n i e l
Hunter and Nicola Mackenzie.
Photo by Megan Manning
This month the musical guest
will be Vaughn Fulford.
Dave Phillips shows off his biceps to Morgan Blanch, with Ivy Valentine
Admission to the show is by and Talieson Wendt in the background during a scene from the February
donation. It starts at 8 p.m.
edition of Salt Spring Night Live.

ADVICE

expert
Mechanic

Fitness Expert

If you could save yourself
money on gas by spending
fifteen minutes every couple
of days would you do it?

Spring Tips:
GYLE
KEATING

The answer for most people is yes.
If you could save even more by doing regular vehicle
maintenance would you?
The answer should still be yes.
Things as simple as keeping tires properly inflated,
engine oil and coolant levels maintained make a significant
difference to fuel economy. Checking these things yourself
takes only minutes.
Having your car maintained by professionals at regular
intervals laid out in your owners manual will also help to get
the most out of your fuel dollar.
During regular service your technicians trained eye will
pick out developing problems, giving you a chance to do
preventative maintenance.
Drive Safe, Gyle
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DRIFTWOOD
How can I care for my
AD PROOF
property ecologically?
• Preserve existing native trees and
24 hour response
required
xÎÇÓnÇÈ
shrubs where possible. Prune tree limbs
>VÀÃÃÊÌ

Building
3.25” x 4.25”
Choosing a Contractor:

Spring has arrived and with it we
BRENDA
experience longer days, increased energy
AKERMAN
levels, and greater motivation to get
moving. This might mean working in the garden, walking,
golfing or playing tennis. Try to keep your regular fitness
program up, as it will give you more energy for your extras.
As we get busier, remember to eat 3 balanced meals and not
just grab something on the run. Increase your water intake as
the weather gets warmer and life get busier. Also remember
to take 15 to 30 minutes everyday for some quiet time for
yourself to keep yourself balanced.
The pool is a great place to work out at as you will not
overheat as the weather gets warmer.
Come to Aqua Fit at 8:00 am, 9:30 am or 1:00 pm on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Come for a swim and
enjoy the hot tub as another option to stay relaxed.
Hope to see you soon at the pool!

Rainbow Road
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Bob Weeden
President, Salt Spring
Island Conservancy
Biologist + Orchardist

rather than removing entire trees.
Please proof this ad carefully
• Leave dead trees for wildlife. Snags provide important
and reply ASAP with your OK or
nesting and roosting habitat for some species, such as
changes. If you have changes,
the threatened Western Screech Owl, which requires tree
cavities for nesting. please respond ASAP
thus
allowing
the(salal,
production
• Preserve native
ground
cover
mahonia, etc.)
team
time to make the changes
instead of planting
a lawn.
indicated.
• Control invasive species, which can outcompete native
ones, leading to changes in soil chemistry and reduced
biodiversity. If we do not receive a response,
Tuesday and
at 10am
• Conserve water bybycollecting
storing rainwater;
ad goesand
to press
in this
practice efficientthe
irrigation
landscape
with native
format.
plants to reduce watering needs.

Thanks very much.

For further
information:

info@saltspring
conservancy.ca

20 years ago I moved to Saltspring to do
some artwork and was renting a cottage from
a very gifted and qualified builder by the
BRUCE BRADY
name of Peter Huser. I was helping Peter
build a shed for my horse when he taught me how to use a skill saw
and said to me “wow you cut like a surgeon with that thing. You
should consider becoming a carpenter.” I laughed at his suggestion,
but who would guess that endless homes and mansions, hotels,
museums, and apartment buildings later I am now in the process of
building my first skyscraper all to the thanks of Peter Huser teaching
me to use a skill saw so many years ago on Saltspring Island.
I once told my architects and engineers, “Whether we like to
admit it or not, we are all imperfect and we have all made mistakes
and learned on the backs of our clients; and we can never move
forward until we can honestly recognize and admit and own those
mistakes we have made.”
If you want a work of art, choose a contractor who has both years
of experience and the ability to freely admit he has made mistakes
and learned from them. Pay him well so he can do his job without
worry and build you the best quality building. Then work together
to overcome obstacles that may arise. You will get your money back
a thousand fold in both quality and peace of mind.

BRUCE THE BUILDER

indoor pool

CUSTOM HOMES AND MANSIONS

250-537-1402 • 262 Rainbow Road
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250-537-9933 or sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM
T o b e a pa r T o f T h i s p o p u l a r f e aT u r e !

www.brucebrady.com

Real Estate

Your Advice

How Should I
Prepare My House
For Listing? Part 3

Be a part
of this
AD
PROOF
DRIFTWOOD
popular feature!

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

Jan

Macpherson
DOCUMENT
24 PREPARATION
hour response -required
Simplify the buying process!
The following documents will assist the buyer and their
Please your
proof
this ad
agent in understanding
home:
titlecarefully
search documents
and replyrights
ASAPofwith
OK or
(including any easements,
way, your
restrictive
covenants,
changes.
If you
havesystem,
changes,
building schemes),
building,
septic
wood stove
respond ASAP
permits, septic pump please
out & maintenance
records, well log &
water test, water leases
or licenses,the
survey
map & or certificate
thus allowing
production
of location, home
owner
warranty
etc, the
(where
applicable).
team
time
to make
changes
If you don’t have these documents
your realtor can assist.
indicated.
By having all of your paperwork in order you set the stage for
ease of negotiations for your property. A buyer will have more
If we do
response,
confidence in making
an not
offerreceive
on your ahome
when they can
Tuesday
at 10am
review paperwork thatby
is readily
available
upon request.
the
ad
goes
to
press
in
this
Document preparation will help you to obtain the best
format.
price possible!

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)

Thanks very much.

TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2015 based on highest number of
listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2015

DRIFTWOOD

AD PROOF
24 hour response required

YOUR NAME

Your
advice
and
Please proof
this knowledge
ad carefully
24 hour
response
required

and reply ASAP with your OK or
as a professional
is valuable
to
If you have
changes,
Please proofchanges.
this ad carefully
please
ASAP
and reply ASAPreaders
with
yourrespond
OK
or
of
the
thus
allowing
the production
changes. If you
have
changes,
team
time
to
make
the changes
Gulf
Islands
Driftwood.
please respond ASAP
indicated.
thus allowing the production
team time to make the changes
Contact
the
Driftwood
If we do not
receive
a response,
indicated.
by Tuesday at 10am
salesthe
department
ada goes
to press intoday
this
If we do not receive
response,
by Tuesday at 10amformat.

for details.
Thanks very much.

the ad goes to press in this
format.

Thanks very
much. or
250-537-9933

sales@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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people&community
community

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

LOCAL HISTORY

Bittancourt House Museum reopens for new season
Stevens piano among
new acquisitions
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring’s official repository of
pioneer history opened its doors for
another season of guests on Wednesday, with a shiny new acquisition
ready to thrill Bittancourt House
Museum visitors.
“I think this is the nicest thing
we have here,” said Tony Threlfall,

O

UR LADY OF GRACE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

135 DRAKE RD. 537-2150

Holy Thursday March 24
Mass of the Last Supper – 7pm
Good Friday March 25
Service – 3pm
Holy Saturday March 26
Easter Vigil Mass – 8pm
Easter Sunday March 27
St. Paul’s, Fulford – 8am
Our Lady of Grace, Ganges – 10am
A happy and blessed Easter to all.
www.ourladyofgrace-saltspring.ca

vice-president of the Salt Spring
Farmers’ Institute, while admiring
the Ronisch piano last week. “The
museum is really a settlers museum, and what we really prize are
artifacts of the early settler history
on Salt Spring. This piano is really
the kind of thing that we want.”
The upright piano was donated
by descendants of the Stevens family. Its original owners, Henry and
Anne Stevens, brought the instrument with them when they arrived
on Salt Spring from Devon, England
in 1884. They moved from Ganges
Harbour to the Central Settlement
area in 1897, where they famously
established the island’s only boarding house outside of Burgoyne Bay.
According to the Salt Spring Historical Society: “Mrs. Stevens had
run a railhead camp for the CPR,
which gave her good experience
for running a boarding house. She
. . . charged her boarders $1 a day
or $5 per week. Mrs. Stevens was a
good cook, and all the young men
went there for dinner on Sundays
at a cost of 25 cents for their meal.”
The piano also did a brief stint of
work at St. Mark’s Church, which
was built on a half-acre of land
donated by the Stevens and was
consecrated in 1892. The Stevens’
son Walter inherited the piano
along with the house and farm after
his father died in 1919. He sold the
farm to the Cunningham family
in the late 1920s. (Both the church
and the former rooming house are
still in good repair and can be seen
today on North End Road.)
Walter and his wife Evie Stevens
took the piano with them when

AnglicAn PArish of ssi

D.W. Salty
is looking for material
for his column,

D.W. Salty

According
to antiquepiano.com,
is looking
for material
Ronisch “was one of the first makers tofor
use his
a fullcolumn,
cast-iron plate that
would support a high-tension scale,
a technique that was to be used in
piano manufacturing throughout
history by makers all over the world.”
An historic advertisement posted
on the website shows that Ronisch
pianos were sold at Metzler & Co. in
London at the turn of the century. It
was perhaps the same store where
If you have
the Stevens purchased their piano.
If you have
information
on any
information on any
During the Victorian
era, exotic
of our
streets,
of our streets,
woods were popular choices.
Museplease
contact
please contact
um coordinator John Fulker
said
it’s
us at:
us at:
not certain yet what type of wood
250-537-9933 or
250-537-9933 or
has created the piano’s buttery, mardwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
bled finish, although burled walnut
is one guess.
Visitors can see the new acquisition and other museum offerings
Wednesdays through Fridays from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. until July, when the
institute kicks things up a notch to
stay open five days per week. Having the instrument at the museum
has inspired an idea for a music
evening to come later this spring
or summer, where visitors can
hear songs played on the Stevens
piano and then wander through the
D.W. Salty is looking for material exhibit
for during intermission.
D.W. Sa
his column,
Anyone who has an item that is
PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
Streets of Salt Spring Island specifically related to Salt Spring’s
St
Farmers’ Institute director Tony ThrelfallIf tests
outinformation
the latest on
acquisition
you have
any of our at
settler history and is in good
streets,
please
contact
at: Stevens
Bittancourt House Museum. It’s a piano
passed
down
fromusthe
condition is welcome to contact
250-537-9933 or
family of Salt Spring pioneers.
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
Fulker at 250-537-4895 or call the
Farmers’ Institute at 250-537-4755
they moved. It was then passed and then decided to donate the to arrange a possible donation.
down to their daughter Bessie (one piano to the museum this year.
People who are interested in
of six children) and again to her son
Ronisch, the instrument’s man- local history and have time to sit
Grant McKay. Grant and his wife ufacturer, is a respected German during visitor hours are also needLynn moved to Salt Spring in 2009 company that is still in operation. ed as volunteers.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

FUNDRAISING

All Saints by-the-Sea, 110 Park Dr, Ganges
St. Mark’s, 961 North End Rd, at Central
St. Mary’s, 2600 Fulford-Ganges Rd, Fulford

Amazon film screening aids Ecuador trip

Holy Week and
Easter Services

Fundraiser will help youth
visit Sapara
Hellotribe
Lorraine,

help build a project that would bring people from the modern world into their territory.
Deeply touched by her experience, she
BY CAL STEEL
made the connection between the ancient
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
S P E C I A L T O Tplease
H E D R I F T W Ochange
OD
and April
modern worlds. Her family, friends
Wednesday
Tenebrae Service 7:00 p.m. All Saints
Islanders can explore the world of an and the Green Raven team later visited the
1
to
Wednesday
March
23
ancient Amazonian tribe while raising Sapara, and a strong relationship has been
MAuNDY THuRSDAY, MARCH 24
funds for a group of Ecuador-bound island forged.
The New Commandment of Love and the Lord’s Supper
youth during next week’s film screening of
As the bond deepened, the leader of the
7:00 p.m.Please
All Saints
proof this ad carefully and
reply ASAP
with your
approval or changes.
Embrace
of the Serpent
at ArtSpring.
Sapara made an invitation for their help
Ty Davies,
Vani Engel,
Noel
in bringing
select groups of adults
If youGooD
have changes,
respond
the production
team
timeGoertz,
to make the
changessmall,
indicated.
FRiDAY,please
MARCH
25 ASAP thus allowing
Zoe Hasenfratz, Gia Hasenfratz, Harri- and youth to visit the Sapara communities.
Proclamation and If
Meditation
at the
Cross aofresponse
Christ
we do not
receive
by MONDAY
AT
5
PM
this
ad
goes
to
press
in
this
format.
son Johnson, Gabe Puhky and Tai Whelon
Manari Ushigua hopes these visitors will
12 noon All Saints’
will be part of a multi-aged group travel- carry the wisdom and knowledge of the
ling with Salt Spring’s Green Raven Centre Sapara people back to the modern world
Entombment of Christ 4:45 p.m. All Saints
to the Sapara territory in the Ecuadorian for the benefit of all, for today and future
G u l f I in
s l aApril.
nds
EASTER EvE, MARCH 26
rainforest
generations.
The journey began several years ago,
Embrace of the Serpent is a historical
Contemplation of Light, Our Ancient Stories,
when Zoe Hasenfratz was invited to spend fictionalization by director Cero Guerra of
and Signs of Water, Bread and Wine
Y o u r
C o m m u n I t Y
n e w s p a p e r
s I n C e
1 9 6 0
six months volunteering with Belen Paez, two explorers who travel to the Amazon
10:00 p.m. All Saints
president of the Fundacion Pachamama, during the early 20th century.
who has worked with the indigenous peoThe movie, which won top prize at the
EASTER SuNDAY, MARCH 27
ples in the rainforest and the Ecuadorian Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes and was
10 a.m. All Saints BAS Festival Eucharist
government for 20 years.
nominated for a 2016 Academy Award,
11:45 a.m. St. Mark’s BCP Festival Eucharist
Hasenfratz stayed with a Sapara com- chronicles the history of colonial oppres11:45 a.m. St. Mary’s Festival Eucharist
munity for four weeks, volunteering to sion, religion and madness in the vast and

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Thanks very much.

Driftwood

sacred jungle from the perspective of an
indigenous lens.
Embrace of the Serpent plays at
ArtSpring on Thursday, March 31 at 7:30
p.m. An additional screening takes place at
The Fritz Cinema on April 7.
All proceeds from the film screening will
assist the youth get to Ecuador and help
the Sapara pay legal costs in their ongoing
fight to defend their land and culture for
the benefit of us all.
Salt Springers headed to the Ecuadorian jungle can look forward to a sevenday immersion into a different world of
deep connection with nature in one of the
planet’s most biodiverse ecosystems.
It’s hoped the experience of life’s richness through connection rather than
material possessions will permit the group
to model a new way of being to their family, friends, and community, thereby contributing to changing the dream of the
modern world.
This is the fourth trip to the jungle for
some of us and will be the second multiaged group the Green Raven Centre has
taken to the Sapara territory.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Expanded abattoir to open doors

photo by sean mcintyre

From left, David Astill, Murray Coates and Michael Hogan do some volunteer work at
the Salt Spring Abattoir.

Island facility deemed
a ‘rare bird’
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Few may have predicted a buzz over an
abattoir on Salt Spring 10 years ago, when
stringent provincial legislation and costs
to transport animals for off-island slaughter left livestock production in free fall.
Countless hours of volunteers labour,
reams of paperwork and three years following its grand opening, the Salt Spring
Island Abattoir symbolizes island residents’ appetite for healthy, locally grown
food.
“We’re hoping to be open more often
and to offer more variety of animals, of
course, and just hoping to expand as a
business. We think it will grow,” said David
Astill, chair of the Abattoir Society and a
Farmers’ Institute director, during a recent

tour of the newly expanded facility. “We’re
growing strong and we’ve got great hopes
for the future.”
The numbers tell a remarkable comeback story. Between 2014 and 2015 alone,
production of lamb, chicken, ducks and
turkeys all saw impressive gains as more
farmers resumed livestock production.
Astill hopes three months of upgrades
valued at more than $25,000 for reinforced
walls and an expanded processing area will
pave the way for further growth. Funding
for the project was provided by the Agricultural Alliance with additional contributions
from Windsor Plywood.
When the upgraded abattoir reopens
on March 30, the building will be capable
of processing hogs and cattle. Should the
expansion mimic the trend for poultry and
lamb, islanders can anticipate the availability of much more locally raised and
slaughtered beef and pork products within
the not-so-distant future.

“Although we thought we could get away
with what we had, we really couldn’t. The
whole idea was to strengthen it all up so
we can handle beef and pork because we
couldn’t handle that before,” Astill said,
walking into a newly expanded steel-walled
room known as the kill floor. “It was hard
enough working with a sheep, so trying to
put a cow in here was impossible.
“It was a pretty tight fit and not the
healthiest environment to be working in.”
The abattoir is usually open for slaughter two days a week and demand from
local producers may soon warrant a second poultry day. The Abattoir Society
employs four full-time and between three
and four part-timers, depending on the
season.
Astill said the building’s expansion and
hopes to increase revenue will benefit the
facility’s employees and the local economy, while a growing demand for local meat
offers a chance for enterprising islanders to
produce value-added products that could
be sold on Salt Spring and beyond.
“I think there’s a business opportunity
there for taking our end product and taking
it up a notch,” he said. “I’m not going to be
involved with curing hams or getting that
bacon cut, which is what the valuable part
really is.”
Salt Spring’s little abattoir that could
has emerged as more than a critical community facility to save local agriculture,
Astill added. Producers from the other
Gulf Islands and elsewhere have begun to
express an interest to use the facility for
their flocks.
”We’re getting a fair amount of interest
from the Cowichan Valley as well. There’s
now actually more production on that side
than there is capacity,” he said. “We’re going
to be a really rare bird, because most abattoirs only deal with one or two types of
meat, and we’re trying to do everything.”
More information about the Salt Spring
Abattoir Society is available at www.
saltspringabattoir.ca.

Island author tops Great BC prize list
M a y n e Is l a n d a u t h o r
Grant Buday won the third
Great BC Novel Contest
held by Salt Spring-based
Mother Tongue Publishing.
“Atomic Road is intelligent and playful, demonstrating impressive depth

here’s
my card
PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY

certified technician
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TILE & GROUT CLEANING
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“Since 1964”

Stanley Laing

Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

DRIFTW

Personal & Corporate Taxes, Canadian & U.S.
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll
Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

and perspective,” wrote
final judge Pearl Luke, also
of Salt Spring. “At its centre
the story remains a fastpaced road trip from New
York to Canada, with character tensions that parallel
those of the Cuban Missile
Crisis.
“Clement Greenberg’s peevish desire to
silence rival art critic Har-

old Rosenberg provides
droll commentary on the
nature, origins, and repercussions of conflict. A
superb read!”
Buday’s transcript was
one of three on a short-list
made from 56 submissions
from B.C. writers. Veteran
a uth o r Bi ll Ga sto n a nd
Kathr yn Para, who won
last year’s Great BC Novel

Contest for her novel called
Lucky, were the short-list
judges.
Buday’s novel Atomic
Road will be published in
2017.
He is the author of seven
previous books, including Stranger on a Strange
Island: From Main Street to
Mayne Island, White Lung
and Monday Night Man.
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World Day of Prayer proves to be popular
Seventy-three people representing
five different churches on Salt Spring
gathered at the Community Gospel
Chapel on March 4 to join the World
Day of Prayer.
Contributing to the event were Community Gospel Chapel, the Anglican
Parish, Salt Spring Island Baptist, Salt
Spring Island United and Our Lady of
Grace Catholic Church.
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Five churches collaborate
for Cuba-themed event
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This year women from Cuba wrote
the service, titled Receive Children.
Receive Me. Community Gospel Chapel was brightly decorated in Cuban
style.
Salt Spring joined people across
Canada and around the world to recognize and pray for the challenges of
Cuba. The service included drama,
scripture meditation, music, thanksgiving, a short message and prayer.
An offering was received to support
worthy charities on five continents. Following the service, participants enjoyed

a reception with a Cuban-themed flair.
The World Day of Prayer has been
held annually since 1922. Records from
the Gulf Islands Driftwood show the
Word Day of Prayer has been held on
Salt Spring annually since the newspaper started in 1960, but this was the
first time the Community Gospel Chapel hosted the event.
Next year people from the Philippines will write the service themed,
Am I Being Unfair to You? The host
church will be named closer to the
date.

Y O U R

C O

Please proof this ad carefu

If you have changes, please respond ASAP th

If we do not receive a response b

individual
innovative
i n s p i r e d
in your home...
12
for something lasting

T

Dri

DRIFTW

IMMED
Y O U R

C O

Gulf Island PicturePlease
Framing
proof this ad carefu

#3203 Grace
Pt. Sq.
250-537-1299
If you have
changes,
please respond ASAP th
gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

If we do not receive a response b

T

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

16 | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016

here’s
my card
CHEF ON
THE RUN

HEALTHY MEALS,
FRESH FOR YOU!

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

CONTEST

Toastmasters rise to the occasion

Weekly
delivery to
your home
on
Salt Spring

mar 23
PAGE 2

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website:

www.Chefontherun.net

M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC
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an
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}
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Flexible with
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}

Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647
groomthatdog@gmail.com
10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.
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Salt Spring Self Storage

Store your clutter, clear your mind!
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”
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Salt Spring Singers
invites community members to apply
or johnmoore@shaw.ca
for a $500 scholarship toward music studies. Preference
will be given to candidates who intend to study voice
and/or are members of a community or school choir.

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 18

The deadline for applications is Monday May 2, 2016
For more information & an application package, please go to
http://www.saltspringsingers.ca/scholarships.html
or contact John Moore at 250.653.9763
or johnmoore@shaw.ca
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the need to reinvent yourself or, at another. Change is in the air and there
least, improve your performance. are reasons to say that it includes
Fortunately, you are in a sporting and rewards for past efforts. Your basic
adventurous mood supporting you to challenge is to exercise faith in what
meet the challenge.
is unfolding and to cooperate, fully.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Much is shifting Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) The pioneering
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Salt Spring United men’s over-35 soccer
team booked their place in the final of the
Tony Grover Masters Cup with a 3-2 victory
over Lakehill O35 on Saturday.
The semi-final game against Lakehill saw
Salt Spring return to the site of a 4-2 league
loss at Braefoot Park, but with confidence
and high hopes that they would continue
their fantastic cup run.
According to player Ciarán Ayton, Salt
Spring started brightly, survived some
rough play from the opposition and were
one nil up at the half thanks to a nice finish

from Sean Norgard.
Spring saw out the remainder of the game
The second half saw Salt Spring crank up and for the first time in a long time are off
the pressure and Johnson Emekoba made to a final.
it 2-0 at just under the hour mark, waltzing
Notable contributions on the field were
past the keeper and slotting the ball into the made by the defensive line of Tom Langempty net.
don, Zoltan Kodaly, Colin Walde and Jay
“Salt Spring seemed set for the final,” said Moulton. Goalkeeper Joe Akerman continAyton.
ued his fantastic cup form with a number of
However, Lakehill got a penalty, con- excellent saves to keep Lakehill at bay.
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The for
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Soccer
program keeps on developing
YOUTH SOCCER

BY MALCOLM LEGG
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

With the Salt Spring United
Soccer Club’s season winding
down it is a good time to review
what our teams and programs
have achieved and what lays
ahead until our wrap up on
Saturday, April 30. The 2015-16
season has had many successes
which will bode well for our
overall program next season.
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Salt Spring’s Over-35 men’s soccer team after the victory that propelled them into the final of Tony Grover Masters Cup play.

Lakehill win assures spot
Regular hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm
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SOCCER ROUNDUP
Euro Program

The Euro level had six teams
year, with boys having
teams at U-10 (two) and U-11,
Maybe onewebsite
of ourspace
biggest
on our while girls had U-10 and U-12
successes has been the boom in (two). All of our teams saw great
gulfislandstourism.com.
numbers in our House Program improvement and good num(ages 5 to 10) , with an increase bers and we should have similar
Contact
the Driftwood
in players by 50
and every
age teams next year.
more
group with at for
least
oneinformation
coach.
Josip is having special extra
Technical director Josip Brata- training for this group on
novic has developed a tre- Wednesdays. Check the website
mendously successful and fun for more details.
program for youth at this level.
Off-Island Program
They play outdoors from SepOur six teams at this level
tember to the end of November,
have an indoor season in Janu- (four boys and two girls) had
ary and February, and are now good seasons and all should be
back outdoors until the end of back next year. League play has
April. The tremendous growth wrapped up and both the U-14
means that we will have strong and U-18 girls teams were Silver
teams coming out of this level league winners and both these
and into the Euro level for years teams also won the LISA Cup
play-offs.
to come.
this
House Program
digest size magazine plus

250 537 9933

In District Cup play all of our
teams were eliminated except
for the Boys U-15 gold team,
which has advanced to the
finals set for April 2 and 3 at
Lakehill.
Congrats to all our winners
and our cup finalists!

Coaching Sessions
Along with the extra Euro
training session, Josip will also
have training for several weeks
in May for our U-9 players who
are moving up to play Euro soccer next year. (Dates and time
TBA.)
Anyone interested in becoming a coach next season should
contact Josip at jbratanovic@
shaw.ca.

Referees
As head referee I graduated
15 new referees this season at
the Entry Level Referee Clinic
in the fall. All have started doing
games and will have lots to keep
them busy next season.
We also hope to run another
clinic in October.

Photos
Most teams had their photos
taken in the spring session of

games and these will be available at the Portlock Park Soccer
Jamboree on Saturday, April 30.

Registration
Our registration process
is now open online at www.
saltspringsoccer.com for those
who wish to take advantage of
the early-bird prices (good until
April 30). Our club has raised
fees by $10 to offset a small loss
we made last season (mostly
caused by us not getting the
government grant we applied
for) and ensure the club runs a
balanced budget for 2016-17.
Details of our budget will be
available at the AGM and you
are welcome to ask us questions
at any time on it. So get registered early and make the early
bird savings and help us with
our planning for next season.
As you can see, there are lots
of successes and lots of soccer to come and especially an
exciting wrap-up on April 30 at
Portlock Park. (Watch for more
details in an upcoming issue of
the Driftwood.)
There is always more that
comes up, so keep an eye on
our website and join in on the
world’s most beautiful game.
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Nearly Dead extinguish Old Boys
Wall of Defenders
fame proves useless
BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

There was much to and froing on social media during the
past week about the “Wall of
Defenders” on the front page
of the March 16 Driftwood.
Was it staged? Who are these
Old Guys? Three members
of the wall have taken off for
other places, too embarrassed
to face the community. Some
thought they were Capital
Regional District Parks and
Recreation Commission representatives facing a Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee barrage
on the Brinkworthy sports field
plan.
Back on the field Sunday at
Victoria’s Lochside Park, the
Old Boys aimed for redemption in a hoped-for late-season
win over old rivals Gordon
Head Nearly Dead. The Nearly
Dead entered the match desperate to even the series with
a win, having been thwarted
by an Old Boys come-frombehind tie in late November.
Right from the start, the
Old Boys followed coach Graham Tweddle’s plea to pass to
a teammate. Several moves
lasted at least three complete
passes, which was promising
to see.
The tempo increased when
Ben Cooper picked up the
ball deep in his defensive half
and went on one of his crazy,
mazy runs, splitting the entire
Gordon Head team to advance
alone on the opposing goalkeeper. The fans rose from
their seats in eager anticipation, only to witness the Lochside’s magnetic forcefield that
steers every Old Boys’ shot to
the home field keeper’s arms.
It was an early sign of things
to follow.
The early Old Boys pressure saw David Toynbee, Mark

Aston and Mike McCormick
have shots on goal but not on
target. Against the run of play,
a half clearance gave Gordon
Head the opportunity to fire a
low shot into the far corner for
an unexpected goal and early
lead.

Nearly Dead Daring to
Dream?

Old Boys quickly retaliated
as Stefan Cermak, playing
despite medical advice to not
do so, took a rebound to the
by-line and cut back a cross
that Toynbee side-footed a
shot into the goal to even the
score.
A cross from Donny Brown,
on loan from the victorious
Salt Spring O35s, was headed
wide by Toynbee. Heads on
the bench nodded, knowing
that the Old Boys would continue to attack and provide
a feast of goals after a fourgame famine. Delusional or
what?
Would the Old Boys pressure lead to a Palm Sunday
procession-like victory with
accompanying cheering
crowds strewing palm leaves
before them? Palm leaf is a
symbol of peace, but little
peace was portrayed by either
side as tensions grew. Scott
Howe took out his man, even
if it was his own teammate.
(One sausage roll can only
carry so much favourable
coverage.)
Momentum swayed in
favour of the Nearly Dead as
a series of set-piece corner
kicks saw Tweddle and David
Eadie clear goal-bound shots
off the line.

Boys live dangerously

A free kick a mere 25 metres
from the Old Boys goal ushered calls for a wall, a call the
defenders would rather not
hear. Reporter Hope ran to the
field to record the impenetrable
wall set up to defend the goal.

With three critical members
missing in action, it was for
the rest to support Eadie and
Tweddle, two from the famed
original five, to repel the attack.
The wall stood firm as the shot
was blasted high and not very
handsome. Still they came, and
Ben Cooper had to head off the
line twice as excitement continued at both ends of the field.
At the half a delicate question went unsaid. Stairway to
Heaven by Led Zeppelin or Nirvana’s Escalator to Hell? Much
like the first, things got a little
bit worse as the Old Boys fell
further behind with a goal out
of nowhere within minutes of
kickoff.
There followed a period of
midfield play that neither generated much attack or even
hope of further scoring as it
seemed Nearly Dead were
determined to end their seasons-long losing streak against
the Old Boys. Memories of
November’s fight spurred the
Old Boys and several close
encounters saw Old Boys
threaten to equalize.

Heaven or hell for
the Old Boys?
Led Zeppelin
or Nirvana?
A rasping Toynbee shot finally rebounded off the crossbar
to the feet of the dynamic duo
of Andrew Haigh and Eadie,
who tied the match at two. “Allthe-way” Cooper came close
and a Cermak free kick curled
around the opponents’ wall to
narrowly miss out on the lead.
Dennis Shaw bent but didn’t
break as Doug Fraser cleaned
off his finger tips in front of
an onrushing attacker as both
teams sought a late-season
winner. A Cooper shot fed a
Brown cross that just eluded

Toynbee at the back post. Martin Thorn played on without
substitution because his parents had arrived to see their
boy in action. Aston was sent
to the sin bin for 10 minutes for
doubting the referee’s neutrality in a rather more flamboyant
fashion than recorded here.
Hausie of the Nearly Dead
managed to wriggle, turn and
score, much to the amazement
of all, to take a late 3-2 lead into
the last minutes of the game.
Old Boys looking for a Miracle
on Ice, 34th Street or Lochside
Park desperately threw caution
to the winds and, at the final
whistle, a through pass from
McCormick to Donny Brown
in the clear was blocked by a
“sliding” defender, an infraction of O40s rules, to deny Old
Boys a draw. Aston may have
been correct in his views of referee integrity after all, as the
final whistle blew for a Nearly
Dead 3-2 victory.
“No, Virginia. There is no
Santa Claus!”
The protective equipment
provided by Old Boys management in response to player
demands for increased safety
in the wall was thankfully not
needed, but Hope has retained
one of the helmets for the endof-season awards. Heaven or
hell for the Old Boys? Led Zeppelin or Nirvana? More like
purgatory. The Old Boys seem
to have languished in purgatory for much of the season’s
second half. Maybe Pink Floyd
had it right. All in all you were
all just bricks in the wall.
Old Boys ask for all their regular fans to support them in
their last regular season game,
against Lakehill on Sunday,
March 27.
There will be Cadbury
Cream Eggs for all to roll down
the slope behind the GISS goal,
the only real sports action in
Canada now that we have been
virtually eliminated from the
Stanley Cup playoffs.

Buy Monthly
Save Daily!
Ride the bus and get a transit tax credit
with your monthly pass.
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From left, Lynn Thompson, Ben Thompson and Susan
Gordon with medals from the Modo Spring Run-off in
Vancouver.

RUNNING

Sneakers set pace
Runners return with Vancouver medals
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A small yet powerful contingent of Salt Spring Sneakers
rose to the top of the pack at the eight-kilometre Modo
Spring Run-off in Vancouver on Sunday.
“A very successful day for the Sneakers reps,” wrote Lynn
Thompson in his post-race report.
He said Susan Gordon ran “strong and consistent”
through the Stanley Park course to finish seven minutes
ahead of the second-place runner in the F55-59 age group.
Gordon completed the event in 33:53 to place 78th among
the event’s overall 962 members.
Young Ben Thompson crossed the finish line in 34:59,
quashing his prior personal best time by nearly 10 minutes
and placing within the top 10 per cent of race participants.
Thompson received a silver medal in the M1-14 category.
Lynn Thompson claimed silver in the M75-79 class with
a time of 50:05.
“Luck was with us and there was only a very light drizzle
at times during the race,” he said.
With only one race to go in the 2016 Vancouver Island
Race Series, the Sneakers are confidently eyeing a last-mile
push to finish the competition in sixth place overall.
The team hopes a large entry in the Sooke 10-kilometre
event on April 3 will lift the Salt Springers out of seventh
place.
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