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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Witnesses say the driver of a pick-up truck 
in a Tuesday morning single-vehicle crash 
on Lower Ganges Road is lucky to be alive.

The male driver was transported to Lady 
Minto Hospital  after  emergency crews 
extracted him from his partially overturned 
yellow Ford Ranger at approximately 9 a.m.

Rowan Dixon was in his home at 241 
Lower Ganges Rd. when he heard a loud 
noise outside.

“I came out around the corner, and what 
do you do? Jump into action and take care 
of all the details until someone else shows,” 
he said. “First thing was making sure he was 
alright, and he was, thankfully.”

The vehicle was travelling towards the 
Ganges core along Lower Ganges Road when 
it suddenly veered across the oncoming 
lane of traffic, collided with a boulder, took 
out a large fir tree and came to a rest on its 
side in Dixon’s parking lot.

“It was really loud, because he took the 
tree and the boulder with him too,” said 
Sharon Girard, Dixon’s sister and neighbour.

The boulder and tree-top travelled about 
10 metres and landed in the parking area. 
Witnesses speculate that the large rock 
likely prevented the truck from heading 
through Girard’s front door. 

“Everything went well for him. He’s lucky. 
So is my sister,” Dixon said. “If that rock 
wasn’t there, he could have gone into the 
building.”

Emergency crews arrived at the scene 
within minutes and worked quickly to free 
the driver from the vehicle by removing 
the truck’s windshield. The man was able 
to walk from his vehicle to an awaiting BC 
Ambulance Service stretcher on his own 
power.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

Salt Spring Fire Rescue personnel work to extract a truck windshield so the driver can be 
safely removed after a Tuesday morning crash on Lower Ganges Road. 

Vehicle and tree 
destroyed in bizarre 
Tuesday accident

Sharing
ferries leads
to overloads
Mayhem in Fulford Harbour
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring passengers faced frustra-
tion on the way to and from Victoria this 
week with the start of the Queen of Cum-
berland’s fi ve-month refi t affecting local 
traffi c.

While BC Ferries sent the regular 
Fulford-Swartz Bay vessel — the Skeena 
Queen — to serve commuters on the 
Southern Gulf Islands, Salt Spring travel-
lers were met with overloads and lineups 
in its absence.

“Yes, it was a gong show in the jungle 
this morning,” Salt Spring resident Melis-
sa Grace wrote in a Facebook post on 
Thursday. “Do check the revised sched-
ules and allow plenty of extra timing. 
We arrived in Fulford early but did not 
make the smaller boat leaving at an ear-
lier time. There were people who had 
arrived a full hour early and did not get 
on either.” 

The change in vessels has meant the 
smaller-capacity Bowen Queen is serving 
the route, except for during the mid-day 
shift change. As a result, BC Ferries added 
one extra round trip plus one additional 
sailing from Swartz Bay to Fulford at the 
end of the night.

“Given that the Bowen Queen is the 
only vessel we have to utilize, I think 
we’ve tried to provide as many service 
options as possible during the Cumber-
land’s refi t,” said BC Ferries spokesper-
son Deborah Marshall. 

She noted that the Vesuvius-Crofton 
route has been kept on its summer 
schedule to offer more sailings.

Many passengers were unaware of 
the Nov. 25 to mid-April Fulford-Swartz 
schedule change or the reason for it.

FERRIES
MVI 

CRASH  continued on 5

FERRIES

FIRE TRUSTEES ELECTION
See www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
for results of the Dec. 1 vote.

    GULF ISLANDS

$125
(incl. GST)
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

CALLING ALL SALT SPRING BUSINESSES...
GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL

SATURDAY, DEC. 5
CATEGORIES: 

 • Best All Round       • Best Use of Lights  
 • Most Creative         • People’s Choice

PRIZES & RIBBONS AWARDED:
First Place $100*  |  Second Place $75*

People’s Choice Award $150*
(In ad credits with the Driftwood)

Decorate your store or offi  ce, 
using your imagination & creativity - any way you like!

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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DriftwoodDriftwood

GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL

Christmas Light-Up
Decorating Contest

MERCHANTS: EMAIL OR FAX THIS ENTRY 
TO THE DRIFTWOOD

Business:____________________________________________

Contact Name:_________________________________________

Contact Phone Number:____________________________________

Business address to be judged:________________________________

FAX TO THE DRIFTWOOD 250-537-2613 BY WEDNESDAY DEC. 2, NOON
OR EMAIL: driftwood@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
DROP THIS ENTRY AT THE DRIFTWOOD OFFICE 

BEFORE NOON ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
OR EMAIL YOUR PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD VOTE TO: 

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Business Name:________________________________________

Why did you choose this business?_____________________________

_________________________________________________

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT 

Waste operation mired in challenges
Commission needs 
commissioners

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

As Salt Spring’s crippled liquid waste 
plant near Burgoyne Bay faces overdue 
and over-budget upgrades, a lack of Liq-
uid Waste Commission members is limit-
ing local opinions as the Capital Regional 
District strives to get things on track.

The commission has operated with 
two commissioners since volunteers 
resigned en masse in May. The four dis-
gruntled members cited poor communi-
cation, an inability to effect change and 
ongoing project delays in their resigna-
tion letter. 

The committee’s two remaining mem-
bers are mandated to sit with the group 
to represent School District No. 64 (Rod 
Scotvold) and the Salt Spring electoral 
area (Wayne McIntyre).

Since the committee requires at least 
four members for a quorum, the inabil-
ity to attract new members has neutral-
ized the group’s function to make recom-
mendations to CRD staff. The commis-
sion is essentially being run as a ward 
of the CRD through the Electoral Area 
Services Committee in Victoria in con-
junction with input from government 
staff in Victoria and on Salt Spring.

No members of the public attended 
the group’s Monday morning AGM at the 
Salt Spring Public Library.

“There doesn’t seem to be a lot of 
members to nominate from the fl oor,” 
said Keith Wahlstrom, CRD engineer for 
Salt Spring Island.

The committee got ratepayer approval 
to borrow up to $2.1 million for upgrades 
in a 2008 referendum. Almost eight years 
later, the group has reached its borrow-
ing limit and socked away roughly $1.5 
million in a facility upgrade fund. Work 
on the major components has yet to 
begin.

“It’s mind boggling,” Scotvold said.
The Burgoyne Bay facility receives liq-

uid waste from septic tanks and sewer 
systems on Salt Spring. The site has 
been used as a transfer station since 
2011, when commissioners closed the 
site’s treatment area to avoid emergency 
repairs and service interruptions. Every 

year approximately 4,650 cubic metres 
of sewage and septage material flows 
through the tanks above Burgoyne Bay 
before it’s hauled by truck to a disposal 
area in Langford.

“The age of the facility is a concern,” 
Wahlstrom said. “We don’t see an immi-
nent catastrophic failure but . . . there is 
a concern if something happens from an 
environmental perspective.

“Right now the tanks we have there are 
inadequate and at the end of their life.”

He said the site’s 40-year-old repur-
posed steel tanks no longer meet seismic 
standards.

Wahlstrom said negotiations to fi nish 
the project are ongoing with WorleyPar-
sons Inc., the international engineering 
firm hired by the CRD in late 2013 to 
design the new plant. 

“They have made a commitment to 
turn this into a successful project,” Wahl-
strom said. “They are trying to do the 
right thing.”

CRD staff anticipate more informa-
tion on how to move ahead with the 
project will be available at the Electoral 
Area Services Committee meeting in 
Victoria in January.

More information about how to 
become involved as a commissioner is 
available in person at the CRD’s Port-
lock Park offi ce or by calling 250-537-
4448.

FIRERESCUE 

Islanders jump into lake rescue
Chimney and deck fi res also 
demand response

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Two unnamed Salt Spring residents are 
being hailed as heroes after they jumped into 
action to rescue two other people from the 
frigid waters of St. Mary Lake.

Acting Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George 
said the fire department received a report 
of an  overturned canoe on the lake around 
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 22. When res-
cue crews arrived, they found a couple of 
Good Samaritans had already sprung into 
action after noticing the event from North 
End Road. The two men had access to kayaks 
and managed to bring the canoeists back to 
shore.

“St. Mary is not a huge lake, but when 
these cold temperatures are here, swimming 
in it can be hazardous,” George said.

“Defi nitely in our eyes they were commu-
nity heroes, because they potentially saved 
the lives of these two individuals on the lake.”

George added the incident came just days 
before a similar event on Chemainus Lake 

ended in tragedy for a young man.
BC Ambulance paramedics and RCMP 

also attended the scene. The rescuers have 
chosen not to speak about their story.

In other fi re department news, fi refi ghters 
responded to four chimney fi res over the past 
week, including one on Tuesday afternoon, 
and attended a potential structure fi re that 
started on an outdoor deck. It took place on 
the evening of the same day as the lake inci-
dent, with the call coming in from the Beaver 
Point area around 7 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 22.

George said the occupants of the house 
were completely unaware of the blaze, but 
the tenant of a neighbouring cabin fortu-
nately saw the flames and alerted them. 
They were able to contain the fire with a 
garden hose while waiting for help.

“Once again, it could have been a totally 
different story,” George said.

Flames had reached nearly two metres in 
height and the fi re had consumed a chair 
and part of a wooden bench before it was 
noticed. The heat broke two windows, so 
the fi re could have easily breached the wall 
into the living room.

“They caught it early, which was really 
what saved the house,” George said.

Gift 
Certificates 

and 
Gift Baskets 

Now 
Available!

250-221-0915

|
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“Right now the tanks we 
have there are inadequate 
and at the end of their life.” 
KEITH WAHLSTROM
SSI engineering manager,
Capital Regional District
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Christmas Craft Fairs: 
At Braehaven, Lions Hall, Fulford Hall and Beaver 
Point Hall. See What’s On, page 12. 

Stop work 
orders go up

The Capital Regional Dis-
trict’s Salt Spring building 
inspection office has issued 
multiple stop work orders at 
the former Blue Horse Eques-
trian Centre, which recently 
ended operations as a horse 
boarding and training facility. 

Building inspector Dar-
ryl Janyk said the office had 
received a number of com-
plaints about construction 
happening on the site with-
out permits. He has posted 
stop work orders on eight 
ancillary buildings as well as 
“do not occupy” notices in 

some cases.
Janyk is waiting for the 

property owners’ agents to 
return to Salt Spring after 
being away before any more 
steps are taken.

“There may be people 
living inside the buildings. 
Without access we can’t verify 
that,” he said.

“Until we see inside we 
don’t know what we’re deal-
ing with.”

Advisory 
groups meet

The public is invited to a 
pair of Islands Trust advisory 
commission meetings on 
Thursday, Dec. 3.

The doubleheader begins 
at 1 p.m. when members of 
Salt Spring’s Advisory Plan-
ning Commission gather at 
the lower hall of the Baptist 
Church. 

Topics of the day include 
an application to rezone a 
portion of land at the Salt 
Spring Island Golf and Coun-
try Club to enable construc-
tion of an indoor squash 
court and a consideration 
of agricultural uses in rural 
watershed areas.

Members of the Agri-
cultural Advisory Planning 
Commission convene at 3 
p.m. Commissioners will talk 
about the rural watershed 
issue and consider a Salt 

Spring Parks and Recreation 
Commission application 
for non-farm use on land 
within the Agricultural Land 
Reserve that would enable 
construction of sports fields 
on a 15-acre property near 
the end of Brinkworthy Road.

Groper sought
Police are looking for 

help from the public after 
an 18-year-old woman 
reported being grabbed 
from behind on Nov. 19.

The woman was alleg-
edly groped by an uniden-
tified male while sitting 
in the Ganges waterfront 
area before she stopped 
t h e  a s s a u l t  by  e l b ow -

i n g  h i m .  T h e  m a l e  i s 
described as appearing 
caucasian or hispanic, 30 
to 40 years old, with short 
black curly hair that may 
have been pulled back 
underneath his hoodie. 
His face was pock-marked 
with acne or sores, and he 
had a “chin strap” style 
beard and overall scruffy 
appearance. He was wear-
ing layered jackets and a 
light brown coat over a 
black inner hoodie.  

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident 
or who may recognize the 
suspect is asked to con-
tact the Salt Spring RCMP 
at 250-537-5555.

News brieFs

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

ClIMatE CHanGE

Salt Spring Islanders join in global climate march
MP Elizabeth May calls 
COP 21 ‘our last and best 
chance’

by seaN MCiNtyre 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Springers joined hundreds 
of thousands of people around the 
world Sunday to encourage world 
leaders to reach an agreement at the 
COP 21 climate conference.

“Canada has been a pariah at 
these talks for the past eight years; 
this year we can become a leader,” 
said Andrea Palframan, an organizer 
of the climate march on Salt Spring.

“We hope leaders get the mes-
sage that climate change is solvable 
in our lifetimes. We hope they feel 
the pressure from the millions of 
people who believe in and are will-
ing to work towards a 100 per cent 
clean energy economy. We hope 
they understand that the urgencies 
of global security and economic 
growth are inextricably bound with 
the urgency of lowering emissions 
and transitioning to a low-carbon 
energy system.”

Sunday’s event in Ganges was one 
of 2,000 such gatherings in 150 coun-
tries. The marches were held on the 

eve of climate change negotiations 
in Paris, where representatives from 
190 countries will meet to agree on 
emissions reduction targets hoped 
to keep warming below 2 C. 

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Eliza-
beth May is attending the confer-
ence as part of a hefty Canadian 
contingent led by Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.

May said she considers the Paris 
conference “our last and best chance 
to take the action necessary to avoid 
the worst consequences of climate 
change.” She wants the federal gov-
ernment to remove targets estab-
lished by Stephen Harper’s Conser-
vative government as Liberals and 
provincial premiers look to create 
new goals in early 2016.

“I am hopeful that the agree-

ment signed in Paris will be a game-
changer in the fight against climate 
change,” she said. 

”Canada’s role is not just to appeal 
to a domestic audience and do bet-
ter than the previous government; to 
be back in the role we once played, 
we show international leadership in 
getting the best possible treaty from 
all the countries in the room, that 
takes real leadership, and it takes 

some political courage,” May said in 
a CBC interview before the climate 
talks began on Monday.

Although citizens play an essen-
tial role to propose and back alter-
natives such as carbon pricing or 
investment in renewable energy, 
activists like Palframan feel govern-
ments must develop policies that 
mandate climate action.

At climate conferences in Durban, 

South Africa and Doha, Qatar, Pal-
framan said she was embarrassed 
to tell people she was a Canadian. 
In 2012, Canada received a Fossil of 
the Year Award for the federal gov-
ernment’s effort to weaken climate 
negotiations.

“We spent more taxpayer money 
to lobby against clean energy 
around the world — for instance 
opposing the European fuel quality 
directive — than we did on coming 
up with solutions,” she said. “So it’s 
encouraging to see a new attitude 
in Parliament with bold talk about 
climate action.”

Palframan acknowledges that 
much work is ahead. She won’t be 
among participants in Paris, but 
will do her part from home to watch 
things unfold. She said more pres-
sure is needed to sway Trudeau’s 
Liberal majority on decisions like 
Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain 
pipeline expansion plan, a pro-
posal Palframan said will result in 
400 tankers a year passing by Salt 
Spring’s Ruckle Park.

“We’re encouraged, but we have 
a lot of work to do going forward,” 
she said.

Islanders can learn more about 
local efforts through the Save the 
Salish Sea Facebook page or Transi-
tion Salt Spring.

PHOtO BY jEN MACLELLAN

Islanders walk in support of meaningful action against climate change as 
part of events taking place around the world on Sunday in the lead-up to 
an international conference in Paris this week.

“I am hopeful that the 
agreement signed in 
Paris will be a game 
changer.” 
ELIzABETH MAY
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP

Police sketch of the alleged 
attacker.
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THE HISTORY - Evidence of beaver activity 
on the Gulf Islands often comes as a surprise 
to urban transplants. As nocturnal creatures 
that make their lodges in the far reaches of 
marshy areas, humans tend to see them only 
after their death. At least two dead beavers 
were found on Salt Spring roadsides in the 
last few years, while others turned up in island 
watersheds. 

Unfortunately, islanders’ surprise at coming 
into contact with Canada’s most iconic animal 
can easily turn to annoyance when beavers 
interfere with their personal corner of the land-
scape, an increasing risk as populations recover.

“The problem is not that there are too many 
beavers. It’s that while they were absent, we 
humans took over a large portion of their habi-
tat,” Victoria-based writer Frances Backhouse 
observes in her new book, Once They Were Hats.

In her comprehensive and often humor-
ous survey of beavers’ importance in Cana-
dian history, culture and ecology, Backhouse 
explains North America’s pre-fur trade bea-
ver population is estimated to have been 
anywhere from 60 to 400 million. The buck-
toothed rodents were found in every Canadian 
province and territory and every continental 
U.S. state except Alaska before over-trapping 
nearly put an end to them.

“By the start of the 20th century, Castor 
canadensis had been purged from most of 
the continent, and the species’ official sta-
tus throughout most of its historic range was 
either absent or rare,” Backhouse writes.

Historical records show that while over-trap-
ping had its worst effects east of the Rockies, 
the problem didn’t stop there. Alarming species 
decline was felt all the way to very edge of the 
West Coast, leaving less than one per cent of the 
historic numbers at the lowest point.

The eradication of predators and a century 
of trapping regulations allowed beavers’ sur-
prising resurgence, and though still not close 
to pre-contact numbers, they are now on the 
upswing: the IUCN Red List moved the species 
from a risk rating of “low” to “least” concern 
in 2008. 

“There are at present very few beavers on 
Vancouver Island or the mainland, compared 
with what there must have been some years 
ago; but they have been increasing for the past 
six years; and no doubt by the time beaver 
skins come into fashion again there will be a 
plentiful supply,” Ashdown Green wrote in an 
article for the Journal of the Proceedings of the 
Linnean Society published in 1874. 

Green was a surveyor and an avid fi sherman 
who identifi ed nine previously unknown B.C. 
fi sh species, and presumably had many oppor-
tunities to observe beaver habitat throughout 
the province. His prediction of a population 
rebound was to prove quite correct. In British 
Columbia alone there are probably twice as 
many beavers now as there were across the 
entire continent 100 years ago, although the 
result has not always been celebrated.

THE PROBLEM - Beavers dam streams to 
create ponds that will give them easier access 
to food trees, provide habitat for other food 
sources such as aquatic plants, and protect 
them from predators. In areas where historic 
creeks now fl ow through culverts or the water-
shed is located near a roadway, their activity 
can lead to fl ooding — such as the deep pool 
that made driving on North End Road treach-
erous some years back.

Beaver activity on Salt Spring has also led 
to potential problems on island lakes, where 
property owners are frustrated because ris-
ing water levels have impacted their shore-
lines. Salt Spring Island Water Council Society 
reported the Salt Spring Conservancy was con-
cerned about beaver dams being removed by 
lakeside residents, which is detrimental to wet-
lands. According to a Sept. 2014 report, there 
have been issues on Blackburn, Cusheon, St. 
Mary and Weston lakes. 

How local beavers interact with and impact 
watershed health is something that has yet to 
be determined.

“We’re just starting to focus our attention on 
the beavers in our Blackburn Lake watershed 
and answer some of those questions,” said Salt 

STRANGERS AMONG US 

NATIONAL ‘SYMBOL’ ON THE REBOUND 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Human and animal con� icts 
in the Gulf Islands 

Third in a three-part series

ABOVE: DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE; PHOTO AT LEFT COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Above, a damaged cedar seen on Salt Spring’s Dunbabin Trail in 
2013, where beavers attacked trees up to a metre in diametre 
and dammed the creek. At left is a Canadian beaver at work. 

Unlike the fallow deer and non-migratory geese discussed in the first two 
instalments of Strangers Among Us, beavers were an integral part of the Gulf 
Islands’ historical landscape. 

The reason beavers seem “strange” in many parts of Canada today is because 
they were nearly wiped out due to the excesses of the fur trade. With rebounding 
populations, beavers are now showing up in all sorts of places they had 
disappeared from, and people living in the West Coast’s forested areas are coming 
into confl ict with a species they feel is the intruder. 

HOW MANY BEAVERS?
North America beaver population 
prior to European fur trade ......................................60 - 400 million
North America beaver population 
1900 ..............................................................................100,000 - 300,000

North America beaver population 
2000 ...................................................9.6 to 50 million
British Columbia beaver population 
2003 ............................................... 400,000 - 600,000

SOURCES: FRANCES BACKHOUSE, ONCE THEY WERE HATS, AND B.C. MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT, FISH AND WILDLIFE BRANCH

Spring Conservancy biologist Laura Matthias. 
“It’s one of those things where we know they’re 
here and they’re active, but we don’t know how 
many there are or what the relationship is.”

A KEYSTONE SPECIES - “Our perception 
of beavers depends on circumstances — people 
whose properties are being flooded or whose 
favourite trees are being cut down tend to be a bit 
more negative. And once they’re established in an 
area, it’s very hard to get rid of them. So we have to 
learn to live with them instead,” Backhouse told 
the Driftwood.

As the linchpin of an entire ecological struc-
ture, there are many good reasons for keeping the 
beaver in its place.

“In the last 20 years there has been a growing 
understanding of the keystone importance of 
beavers, and it’s just accelerated in the last fi ve 
years,” Backhouse said. “Beavers create open 
water habitat and wetlands that protect and sup-
port all sorts of animals, such as aquatic insects 
and plants that set off the whole food chain.”

Herons — listed as being of special concern on 
the coast — are just one of the species that have 
been documented to benefi t from beaver-created 
wetlands, where they can establish safe rooker-
ies. Beaver Managements Guidelines: Vancouver 
Island Region, a document prepared by the pro-
vincial environment ministry in 2001, records 
an important connection between beavers and 
salmon, stating damming activities can supply up 
to 25 per cent of the low summer water reserves 
required for viable fi sh habitat. 

While beavers have actually threatened Salt 
Spring fi sh habitat in some cases by damming 
creeks with low summer fl ow, they also seem to 
aid efforts to reintroduce salmon. For example, 
juvenile coho salmon were observed in a pool 
created by historic beaver activity on Fulford 
Creek in 2013 during a riparian areas assessment 
commissioned by the Islands Trust.

In Oregon, a state that boasts the beaver as its 
official animal, campaigns are now underway 
to support beaver habitat as the nurseries for 
important fi sh stock.

“Recent studies indicate that coho salmon fry 
reared in beaver ponds fi nd more food, refuge 
from fl ood and predators and may reach twice 
the size of juvenile salmon that are not raised in 
beaver ponds. Beaver ponds also provide cool 
pools in which salmonids fi nd shelter over the 
long, hot summer,” states material from the Bea-
ver Advocacy Committee, a group that is active in 
the South Umpqua River watershed.

The beaver’s talent for landscape engineer-
ing has also been shown to help with stream 

bank erosion control and restoring areas fac-
ing drought conditions. Letting beavers do their 
natural work is now an accepted practice in juris-
dictions from Alberta to Arizona. 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION - Backhouse’s 
book describes the lengthy efforts some property 
owners will undertake to relocate problem bea-
vers peacefully. Lethal trapping is a less expensive 
option. But in either case, if it’s good habitat, new 
beavers will probably just move in.

“It’s kind of a combination of having to adjust 
our thinking that they’re part of the natural land-
scape that we’re not used to seeing — and real-
izing that they’re actually very beneficial eco-
logically, and then fi nd ways of cohabiting with 
them,” Backhouse said.

Some good technology now exists to help, she 
added. The Beaver Baffl er is the most effective 
method, and works by allowing some water to 
fl ow through a dam via piping. The intake is set 
in the pond, with the outlet located so far down-
stream that beavers can’t hear it and therefore 
don’t attempt to repair the breach. 

“As long as they have enough water for their 
needs, they can still live there,” Backhouse said.

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Commission 
and the Island Stream and Salmon Enhancement 
Society have essentially become human baffl ers 
on Dunbabin Trail, demonstrating how human-
beaver cohabitation can take place with some 
work. Beaver activity on Bullock Creek brought 
trees down across the trail (nearly crushing a 
group of nature painters in 2012) and threatened 
fi sh migration by blocking water fl ow. Remark-
ably, the trees under attack near the dam site 
included some of the forest’s largest cedars. 

In addition to protecting trees with stucco wire, 
PARC’s trail crew inserted a four-inch PVC pipe 
through the dam to keep water fl owing. Salmon 
enhancement volunteers work with the crew to 
ensure it stays that way, while leaving the beaver 
population intact.

“We kind of play back and forth,” trail crew 
manager Kirk Harris said, noting the beavers 
have responded to dam modifi cation by doing 
their own modifi cations to the trail — such as 
intentionally bringing a tree down over one of the 
bridges. Harris has yet to meet his opponent in 
this game, but he appreciates the work ethic.

“It doesn’t create a problem, we just have to 
keep the water fl owing,” Harris said.

“And I think it’s created a beautiful environ-
ment back there. There’s all sort of insects and 
new birds.”
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Keep
Smiling...

THOUGHTS & NEWS
from Dr. Richard Hayden

199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.haydendentistry.com

USE IT OR 

LOSE IT! 
2015 year end alert !

We have a smile for you
give us a call today.

As we near the end of 2015,  we want to remind 
you to take advantage of your unused dental 
insurance bene� ts. Every year, you and your 
family receive a maximum bene� t amount per 
individual from your dental insurance company to 
be used towards necessary dental treatment. As 
a reminder, most insurance plans will not allow 
any rollover or ‘unused dollars’ to continue into 
the next bene� t year.  

  Do not miss out on your hard-earned bene� ts!

Ferries gathering refi t feedback
Kirk Harris, Salt Spring PARC’s trail crew manager, 

was aware of the change of vessels and therefore 
arrived in plenty of time for the 7:50 sailing from 
Fulford. But he was still left behind.

“There were 20 cars ahead of me and another 30 behind me that 
didn’t get on,” he reported.

Harold Swierenga, chair of the Salt Spring Ferry Advisory Com-
mittee, said he’s disappointed with the way the ferry corporation 
has dealt with the refi t, noting that only customers of the route 
whose ferry is undergoing refi t usually have to face the impacts. 

Marshall said most customer comments received during the fi rst 
few days of the schedule change have been about the 5 p.m. sailing 
from Swartz Bay, which has been moved to 4:15 p.m. This has pro-
duced mixed results, with people who prefer both options. 

Customer feedback and staff analysis will play a part in the future 
decision on how to address traffi c during the Skeena Queen’s mid-
life upgrade in 2017. 

“We’ll look to see if there are improvements we can make and if 
there are different vessel options. We’ll certainly be evaluating after 
we fi nish this one here,” Marshall said.

ISLANDS TRUST 

LTC defers abattoir decision
Trust needs to clarify 
off al disposal situation

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring abattoir support-
ers will need to wait a bit lon-
ger before they get the chance 
to call the facility’s location at 
1449 Fulford-Ganges Rd. home 
for good.

Salt Spring Local Trust Com-
mittee members meeting on 
Nov. 19 asked for clarification 
about  disposal  of  byprod-
ucts generated at the building 
before they approve the abat-
toir society’s land-use amend-
ment application.

“I think we need to ensure 
all components are in place for 
this abattoir to operate lawfully 
in all aspects if we pass this 
bylaw, and I simply want clari-
fication that that’s the case,” 
said trustee George Grams.

Waste from the facility is col-
lected daily when operations 
permit and composted in a spe-
cialized digester on the island.

“It turns all these guts and 
heads into pretty good com-
post in a very short period of 
time,” said David Astill, chair of 
the Salt Spring Abattoir Society, 
during the application’s public 

hearing, held in conjunction 
with last month’s meeting.

Astill said the cost to dispose 
of animal waste makes off-
island transport prohibitive.

“We’re lucky that we’re able 
to compost it here,” he said.

The abattoir has operated at 
the Fulford-Ganges Road site 
under a temporary use permit 
for three years with no record-
ed complaints. Islands Trust 
staff said no concerns were 
raised from government agen-
cies canvassed about the land-
use application.

“On the whole, we received 
either no response or support-
ive responses,” said planner 
Jason Yeomans.

Resident Merv Wade, whose 
drinking water well is within 

400 feet of the abattoir facility, 
was among four speakers at the 
public hearing. He wants trust-
ees to ensure his neighbour-
hood’s watershed is protected 
as long as the abattoir operates.

“I think they’ve done a great 
job; it’s a great asset for the 
community,” he said. “My con-
cern is not the [Agricultural] 
Alliance but future users.”

Anne Macey, speaking on 
behalf of the island’s Agricul-
tural Alliance, said government 
inspectors routinely monitor 
the site for inappropriate or 
inadvertent waste disposal.

Trustees Grams and Peter 
Grove have asked staff to clarify 
what measures exist to ensure 
groundwater is protected, and 
obtain more information about 
how and where waste is being 
handled.

“If [offal disposal] isn’t a per-
mitted use anywhere on Salt 
Spring Island, then this LTC has 
to consider whether it makes 
it a permitted use, and if it 
chooses not to, then this abat-
toir cannot operate under the 
current circumstances; it has 
to find some other way to oper-
ate,” Grams said.

The Salt Spring LTC’s next 
meeting is on Thursday, Dec. 
17.

MAYHEM 
continued from 1

Skip the 
Queue & SAVE 

with 
Free Shipping
Free shipping on 
purchases over 

$100 anywhere in 
Canada.  

Nov 18 - Dec 23

www.mouatsclothing.com  •  1-877-490-5593  •  106 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

L

“I thought ISIS was attacking. It 
was like a bomb went off,” said Val 
Taylor, who promptly called 9-1-1 
when she emerged from her offi ce 
and saw the truck on its side, leak-
ing fl uids in the parking lot.

Taylor commended Dixon for 
his quick thinking and proactive 
response.

“He’s the hero of the day,” she 
said. “It was starting to smoke, and 
we were terrified. He got the car 
door open and got [the driver] to 
turn off the engine. 

“I’m so grateful that he was okay 
and alive. I can remember thinking 
that somebody is going to have 
a bad Christmas, but they’re all 
going to be really happy that he 
survived this terrible accident.”

See www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.
com or the Driftwood’s Facebook 
page for a video related to the inci-
dent.

Rock and
tree hit
CRASH  
continued from 1

“I think we need to 
ensure all components 
are in place for this 
abattoir to operate 
lawfully.” 
GEORGE GRAMS 
SS Local Trust Committee
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18 Are you optimistic about climate talks in Paris?

Cast your ballot online at www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you support the revised 
SGI ferry schedule proposal?
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Causing 
a stink
I 

t may not be too uncom-
mon for Capital Regional 
District commissions on 
Salt Spring to want for par-

ticipation at public meetings, 
but Monday’s Liquid Waste Dis-
posal Local Service Commission 
AGM offered an altogether new 
twist: a dearth of actual commis-
sioners.

Only two commission members, both of whom 
are mandated to represent the CRD and Gulf Islands 
School District, attended the meeting with CRD staff at 
the public library’s program room. That’s two members 
short of a quorum, which means the commission in 
place to represent islanders’ interests at the CRD level is 

unable to offer advice or 
make recommendations.

Things weren’t always 
this dire. Until the spring, 
the commission respon-
sible for what happens to 
the gunk in our island’s 

septic tanks and sewage treatment plants had a strong 
and experienced membership. The core group worked 
with the CRD to craft a Salt Spring solution to handle 
our waste. Their research bred innovative and cost-
effective solutions. Sadly, everything crashed in April, 
when commissioners announced they’d had enough.

A letter signed by four departing commissioners took 
the CRD to task for poor communication, lousy man-
agement and a series of mishaps that’s left the Burgoyne 
Bay treatment plant in a desperate state. According to 
the very fi rst line of the CRD’s new action plan, the site 
is still “facing schedule and budget issues.”

That the Burgoyne facility has chewed through $2.1 
million in voter-approved borrowing with nothing to 
show other than a paltry $1.5 million upgrade fund, 
mounting costs to transport waste off island and repay 
debt, and tanks that stand on the verge of collapse isn’t 
even the worst of this unfortunate situation.

With no members of the public at Monday’s AGM, 
the call for new commissioners met awkward silence. 
The commission still cannot have quorum.

The CRD wants to implement an action plan, 
but it will be doing so without islanders’ perspec-
tives. We hope part of this new approach includes 
rebuilding lost trust between the CRD and resi-
dents, because the relationship looks downright 
crappy.

Proposal for supporting newcomers 
This is an idea for Salt Spring people who are in a book 

club, sparked by recent discussions about Syrian refugees 
and our own Salt Spring Literacy Centre.

Eventually, some refugees from Syria will arrive on Salt 
Spring, and there will be many ways to respond to helping 
them integrate into our community. We want 
to profile the Salt Spring Literacy Society as 
an existing service for immigrants as well as 
local citizens; and one that is a perfect fit to 
which local book clubs can think about mak-
ing donations.

Please consider this idea because the ser-
vices of the Salt Spring Literacy Society are 
already diverse in its clientele — not limited 
to a particular group — but universal. Since 
literacy skills are both verbal and written, 
integration is enhanced.

 Tutoring here on the island sometimes 
includes teaching skills that will enable peo-
ple who are new to this country and culture 
attain the practical means towards becoming increasingly 
independent.

At present, specific English as a Second Language fund-
ing has been officially eliminated from the Literacy Cen-
tre’s revenue. (That occurred during the previous federal 
government’s tenure.) Funding has instead been diverted 
to larger centres. So, book clubs whose members are will-
ing to make a donation could target how their donations 

would be allocated.
Every cause needs more funding, and people are 

stretched in their personal supply, too. But, the idea of 
helping a global problem while supporting a local organi-
zation seems like a rich idea. 

Salt Springers are generous. Can your 
club contribute $100, with the cost divided 
amongst members? Or, maybe your group 
wants to contribute $10 per member . . . or 
$20. (That’s what our club has decided.) Tax 
receipts are given to donations of $20 and 
over. Literacy outreach coordinator Stella 
Weinert is the person to contact: sweinert@
saltspringliteracy.org or 250-537-9717.

Think about it . . . talk about it. Be gener-
ous for the holidays — or — wait until the 
New Year. When the time is right for your 
book club, the need will be there! 

P.S. When our book club talked, we also 
talked about writing letters to all levels of 

government about the need to increase the funding to 
centres, schools and projects that support literacy.

 Our donations can help address immediate needs here, 
but we think we should insist that our governments con-
tinue to keep public funds targeted on public education.

The writer is a retired teacher and a member of the Salt 
Spring Friends Book Club.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Debbie Magnusson

Every cause needs 
more funding, 
and people are 
stretched in their 
personal supply.
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Kajin Goh
I hope for an actual commit-
ment to reducing carbon emis-
sions, and I hope they let the 
scientists take charge and design 
the policies.

jill Willmott
I hope Elizabeth May’s 
perspective is embraced by a 
majority of delegates.

Ken Robb
It could have some kind of 
significant effect, but it all 
comes down to dollars and 
cents. It’s all about the money.

Kim ballantyne 
I hope they set some realistic 
goals this time and they stick 
to them.

jamie bURton
That everybody pulls together 
and realizes it is not a one-
country problem.

Salt SpRinG 
says
We asked: 
What are your 
hopes for the Paris 
climate change 
conference?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By GLEN WILSON
Globally speaking we are part of the most 

privileged group of humans on this planet in 
regard to education. Our public and private 
education systems provide the highest quality 
of service to our students.

Over the past decades, funding and govern-
ment support for our institution of education 
has diminished. Although funding reductions 
are affected by slowing enrolment, education 
is generally thought of by governments as an 
expense. It is not looked at as an asset or an 
investment in our future economy. Education, 
health care or other programs that support the 
individual citizen have been methodically and 
consistently diminished. Contracts with profes-
sionals are constantly in a state of battle, and 
many citizens and parents are bitter and angry. 

Despite the above, we still enjoy a primarily 
government-supported high level of education.

Teachers and Parents
As a parent I have watched my two children 

go through public school from kindergarten to 
Grade 12. I presently have a daughter in Grade 
10, I have been a Parent Advisory Council par-
ticipant and a PAC chair. 

I believe that I have seen and felt most of 
what frustrates parents and teachers.

The Teachers
Teachers dedicate their lives to the educa-

tion of our children. They go way past “the call 
to duty” that is defined in their contract and 
in the curriculum. They have individual caring 
and knowledge of each student’s needs and 
they attempt to address them individually. In 
some ways, our teachers know our kids better 
than we do. This is especially real in our School 

District 64 in the Gulf Islands. 
Over time, classroom size has 

increased, special needs have 
increased and the use of “individual 
education plans” has increased. Classroom 
teaching support and classroom funding have 
decreased. Parental frustration with the system 
and lack of support for teachers have increased. 

It is frustrating for dedicated teachers to have 
to stomach this lack of parental support in the 
tougher teaching environment. 

This is not to say that the teachers are not 
supported by parents, because on the larg-
er side, the supportive parents are there and 
strong. They’re just not as loud. The supportive 
parents usually prefer the positive path and 
would rather not engage in the struggles. Often 
this appears to be an “empty space” and teach-
ers have to remind themselves that, in general, 
parents do support them.

In the worst cases, some valuable and enthu-
siastic teachers get broken down by this and 
leave their posts when we need them the most 
to look for a more supportive position. 

The Parents
Parents have had to take on the funding of 

many services through fundraising and class-
room volunteering. Over time, parent funding 
of programs has increased and programs that 
are no longer funded by the government are 
now funded by parents. This takes an enor-
mous amount of time given by a few parents. 
Usually parents embrace this fundraising but it 
does wear them down. Parents drop out or fall 
away from the PAC group regularly. 

Often parents want input into the process in 
the schools and they feel they are pushed out 

and unheard. Often the teach-
ers seem to not have the time 
for them or their thoughts. 
Parents feel that they deserve 

a better form of education and recognition. 
They deserve better backing for their children’s 
needs.

Parents are also frustrated because they have 
no input into staffing of teachers. They feel that 
they should have this input, and they hold the 
best interests for their child at heart. 

Who we get as teachers is dictated by the col-
lective agreement, job descriptions and senior-
ity. None of these methods of staffing meet 
parents’ needs. 

Breaking the Mould
There are methods to “break the mould” and 

to participate in creating the best. The following 
are listed in order of considering “kids first.” 

1. Support your teachers. Tell them when 
you are happy about what they do. Encourage 
them. Appreciate them. Believe me, this is not 
heard often. Simple and small supportive com-
ments go a long way. Say thanks.

2. Don’t bad-talk the school or the teach-
ers around your kids. They know and listen 
to everything (unless they are a teenager). If 
they hear “bad talk” it will directly affect their 
school experience and their experience with 
their teacher and education. 

3. In PAC meetings only talk about the kids 
and what would be good for them. Do not dis-
cuss complaints or gripes about the school or 
teachers. This is not what PAC is for. There are 
other processes for these concerns. Find out 
what they are and use them. Leave it out of PAC.

4. If you want to be involved in the classroom, 

ask the teacher but check with them first as to 
when might be a good time to talk. It is disrup-
tive to enter the classroom during teaching 
time and to expect a discussion. Teachers are 
busy in ways that parents do not always under-
stand. If you want success, ask for a meeting.

5. Increase your PAC participation. PACs can 
easily become a kind of exclusive organization 
because there are usually a few parents that 
do everything. Anyone who has been in a PAC 
knows this. What arises from this situation is 
less participation by others. As a PAC continues 
with a small group they tend to drop proper 
processes like “Robert’s Rules of Order” and 
run the meetings casually. Decisions are made 
casually by a small group. 

When new parents have an interest in being 
involved they come to a PAC meeting with a 
specific interest and they find that their input is 
not appreciated or needed. The existing group 
is powerful as they have always been there. The 
newcomer feels pushed out. They usually leave 
“pissed off.” I have seen this many times. Casual 
PAC discussion groups discourage other par-
ents who could be enormously helpful. 

 6. Vote, demonstrate and do whatever it 
takes to change the system. Demand that the 
government treat education as an investment 
in the future. Presently our governments seem 
to want a two-tiered system. They are doing the 
same with health care. Keep these frustrations 
out of the classroom. Believe me, the teachers 
are frustrated too.

7. Take the high road always. Your kids will 
notice and learn the same.

The writer is a parent in SD64. 

Treat education as an investment in the future 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: 
“Yes, it was a gong show in the jungle this morning.”

MELISSA GRACE, ON FULFORD-SWARTZ BAY FERRY EXPERIENCE

History lesson 
My letter two weeks ago 

regarding Minister Fassbind-
er’s warm welcome of our 
elected officials was, admit-
tedly, a bit terse, although last 
week’s “sinkhole” story does 
reinforce my point. 

I was reminding newer 
islanders that in B.C. the Liber-
al/Social Credit governments 
are right-wing coalitions and 
much of the animosity toward 
the Islands Trust is because of 
its NDP roots and its precon-
ceived resistance to develop-
ment.

In 1973, the newly elected 
NDP government of Dave 
Barrett set up an all-party 
committee to study the rapid 

development threats to the 
Gulf Islands and in May 1974 
passed Bill 112, the Islands 
Trust Act.  My wife Juliette and 
I, then in our 20s, both voted 
for Barrett, easily the most 
visionary premier of our times 
(with establishment of the 
Trust, ALR, ICBC and acquisi-
tion of Ruckle Park).

When the Socreds regained 
power in 1975, the munici-
pal affairs minister at the 
time, Hugh Curtis (MLA for 
Saanich/Gulf Islands where 
I attended school) was sup-
portive of the Trust and shifted 
responsibilities for land-use 
decisions from the regional 
districts to the Trust in 1977. 

The following Socred min-
ister, Bill Vander Zalm, did a 

complete about face in 1982 
and attempted to repeal the 
Islands Trust Act and dis-
solve the Trust but backed 
down under much opposi-
tion from many quarters. We 
had bought our land on Wilk-
ie Way in 1980, moved here 
in 1983 and remember the 
uproar. In 1989, after two years 
of review, Socred Minister Rita 
Johnson passed Bill 78, The 
Islands Trust Act, which over-
all was well received but the 
opposition NDP did not sup-
port the provision for island 
municipalities, saying it would 
weaken and “balkanize” the 
Trust area.

An online poll by the Drift-
wood two years ago showed 
104 people (one per cent of the 

population) wanted an incor-
poration study. Meanwhile, 
in the 13 CRD municipalities, 
the majority of people want 
an amalgamation study (Jack 
Knox, Nov. 15 Times Colonist). 
Go figure, eh!
RIck LaING,
W i l k i e  W a y

Larger ferries 
needed

I must agree with BC Fer-
ries’ vice president of stra-
tegic planning/community 
engagement, Mark Collins, 
that balancing the wants and 
needs of five islands is a chal-
lenge and requires careful 
consideration before making 
a decision (“Revised sched-

ules pose new problems,” 
Nov. 25 Driftwood).

No one said it would be 
easy. What I don’t understand 
is, where was that careful con-
sideration when the decision 
to build the new ferries with 
almost 25 per cent less capac-
ity was made? Going from 190 
vehicles to 145 seems to be 
going in the wrong direction. 

What kind of information 
or rationale was this decision 
based on? Does the man-
agement of BC Ferries really 
believe the population on the 
Lower Mainland is growing 
smaller? Or that the num-
bers of tourists, both local 
and international, will not be 
increasing? 

It seems like a huge error in 

judgement to me. 
If the existing ferries expe-

rience overloads now and 
throughout the year, there is 
a pretty good chance that the 
new smaller ships will too. 
No? Yes? How did the “brains 
trust” arrive at this poor deci-
sion? I hope the keels are not 
laid yet. 

Ferries should rethink this 
ludicrous idea. It sounds to 
me like the admiral and his 
top lieutenants have been 
looking through the wrong 
end of the telescope and need 
to be shown the door and take 
a short walk on the plank.
DavID L. MERkE, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8

InDEPTH
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“Did you know our 
proposed expansion 
follows the existing route 
for most of the way?”

- Carey Johannesson, Project Lead, 
Land & Right-of-Way, Trans Mountain Expansion Project.

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/planning-the-route
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700 

Committed to safety since 1953.

OF THE ROUTE IS 
ON THE EXISTING 
RIGHT-OF-WAY.73%

WILL REQUIRE 
NEW ROUTING.11%

WILL FOLLOW OTHER LINEAR 
INFRASTRUCTURES, SUCH 
AS HYDRO, TELUS, RAILWAYS 
AND HIGHWAYS. 

16%

The proposed Trans Mountain Expansion follows the existing 

route or other linear infrastructure for 89% of the way. 

That means approximately 100 kms needs to be moved to 

undisturbed lands. These reroutes will be made to improve safety 

and address environmental considerations, and will accommodate 

changes in land usage since the pipeline was originally built in 1953. 

We’ve been talking with the public, stakeholders, landowners 

and Aboriginal communities along the proposed corridor to hear 

their concerns. We expect you will ask questions. We’ve made 

adjustments in many places to address the concerns we’ve heard. 

Our intention in all of our planning is to minimize the impact on 

residents, communities and the environment, while ensuring that 

safe construction and operations are possible.

TMEP_Brownfield_10.3x10.714_R1.indd   1 2015-11-13   3:48 PM

Messiah magic
She arrived on Salt Spring from 

Montreal, having sung in the finest 
chorus in the city, led by probably 
the best choral director in the coun-
try, but when it came to Bach on the 
Rock’s Singalong Messiah in Fulford 
Hall, she hesitated. 

So the first of these events passed 
her by. As did the second. But in 2013 
her friend wouldn’t take “no” for an 
answer and off they went. Wow! A 
full orchestra, a well-trained chorus 
and, best of all, Fulford Hall full of 
smiling Salt Springers, music in hand, 
singing with full-up hearts. She was 
greatly moved and even espied here 
and there an unavoidable tear.

Well, here it comes again: the Fifth 
Annual Singalong Messiah on Sun-
day, Dec. 13 at 2 p.m., this time led by 
Peter Butterfield, founder of the Van-
couver Voices and, since 2003, leader 
of the Victoria Philharmonic Choir. 

Soloists? Of course: Fulford’s own 
Sam Rowlandson-O’Hara, soprano; 
Jennifer Ashley, mezzo; Salt Spring’s 
Don Fisher, tenor; and our most 
favourite bass, Angus Bell. 

Tickets are available at the Mondo 
Trading Company, seven days a week, 
and musical scores will be obtainable 
at the concert. 

Keep an eye out for our friend from 
Montreal. She’ll be smiling. 
RICHARD MOSES,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Wandering water 
Twice I’ve stopped and talked to 

the engineers who have been trying 
to repair the Ganges sinkhole water 
problem. Both times I’ve told them 
what I thought was the cause.

I own 226 Fulford-Ganges Rd., 
which is also the Electronic Ark 
(computer place). When they put the 
sewer line in front of our place several 
years ago they blocked our driveway 
for most of two days. 

Since I had nothing better to do, I 
stood and watched them dig under 
the culvert that carries the seasonal 
creek that runs between our house 
and our neighbour’s (up the hillside 
of our property). The culvert runs 

under the street and empties to the 
seaward side, down a few houses 
across the road. (Down past the mail 
boxes.)

However, the culvert is not the 
problem. When they dug under the 
culvert, water started to seep up from 
the ground. I suspect the creek has s 
surface component and an under-
ground part that basically follows 
the path of the creek. The amount of 
water flowing up from under the cul-
vert was significant; quite a bit more 
than bubbles up from the road at the 
bottom of the hill. Also the surface 
creek was not running at the time so I 
believe it takes longer for this under-
ground water to stop in the summer.

As they were digging the sewer’s 

ditch, I asked them about all this 
water and what would happen to 
it. They told me they’d put a dam 
in about where the culvert exits the 
other side of the street to direct all 
this water to follow the outflow of 
the creek. I watched and it was never 
done. What I did see was a lot of grav-
el in the ditch, perhaps to handle the 
increased water flow.

I suspect when the sewer line takes 
a left turn to enter the processing 
plant, the water doesn’t follow and 
some of it bubbles up through the 
street, while most of it makes new 
interesting channels in the path to 
the sea.
GRAnt ECkbERG,
T e x a s  a n d  s a l T  s p r i n g
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Sunday Night Music with
Billie Woods

See details on Facebook
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SEE WHAT 42 ARTISTS CAN 
MAKE FROM A 100 YEAR 
OLD MAPLE

#oneTreeExhibit  ·  Batemancentre.orgoneTree
Robert Bateman Centre, 470 Belleville St. Victoria, BC

UNTIL JANUARY 15, 2016

Batemancentre.org  ·  250.940.3626
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Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.

DgiM

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 11th.  
Win a cash prize for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to   Grade 
12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers and 
librarians on quality of writing, clarity of presenta-
tion and originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the 
Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone number 
of the writer must be written on the back of each 
entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges 
Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation 
level are eligible to win a donation of $100 made on 
behalf of the class to the charity of their choice! 

VANCOUVER ISLAND WRITERS
Joy Gugeler 

Frank Moher   
Jay Ruzesky 
Sarah Segal

Robert J. Weirsema   
MC Kathy Page 

7pm, Wednesday, December 9th

WINTER’S 
WORDS 

BLUES MUSIC 

Uncle Wiggly wraps up seasonal blues gift 
Diff erent stream of  
Christmas sounds

People who want to hear 
Christmas music from blues, 
s w i n g  a n d  R & B  t r a d i t i o n s 
should get set for a treat on 
Friday, Dec. 11.

That’s when Uncle Wiggly’s 
Hot Shoes Blues Band presents 
its Tribute to the Blues Songs of 
Christmas at ArtSpring begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. 

The show is a collection of 
traditional blues, swing and 
classic R&B Christmas tunes 
from the ‘20s, ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s 
and ‘60s by the likes of Louis 
Jordan,  Big  Joe  Tur ner,  BB 
King,  Eric Clapton, Charles 
Brown and Etta James, plus 
many more.

Last year’s inaugural event 
played to sold-out houses and 
standing ovations in Alberta 
and rave reviews on Vancouver 
Island.

“ T h i s  i s  n o t  y o u r  u s u a l 
Christmas show of the same- 
old same-old Christmas car-
ols,” said band leader Hank 
Leonhardt. “This show gives 
you a look into the souls of 
these fabulous Christmas blues 

songs written by the legends of 
the blues.”

The Christmas show features 
a nine-piece band with spe-
cial guests to complement the 
regular six musicians, whose 
ro s t e r  i n c l u d e s  s a x  p l a ye r 
Dave “the Duck” Rowse of Salt 
Spring.

“The biggest single comment 
we hear after all  our shows 
is that people find it such a 
refreshing take on a Christmas 
show not to have to listen to 
the same old Christmas car-
ols.”

Un c l e  Wi g g l y ’s  b a n d  h a s 
been around since 1978 and 

CONCERT 

Tenore gives Kaighin tribute
Trio puts Salt Spring on tour 

Award-winning Tenore brings its spectacular Christ-
mas show to ArtSpring on Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

Founded by Jill Ann Siemens, the Tenore trio has 
received tremendous acclaim in its short time together.  
The group has been nominated for a total of 11 Gos-
pel Music Association Covenant Awards and won four, 
including Seasonal Album of the Year for Christmas With 
You in 2014. 

“They have sung to hundreds of thousands from Kam-
pala to California and are known for their powerhouse 
vocals, rock star charisma and invitations with audiences 
everywhere to sing along with them, creating a powerful 
concert experience,” notes a press release. 

Members are David Wise, Jason Catron, Mark David 
Williams and swing tenor, Carlos Santiago.

Tenore’s Salt Spring concert is a special tribute to island 
resident Roy Kaighin.  During the early years of The Ten-
ors and The Canadian Tenors, both founded by Siemens, 
Kaighin was the principal arranger of many of their songs. 

As Siemens explains, when The Tenors were coming 
to Victoria last month, she phoned to offer complimen-
tary tickets to Kaighin and his wife Diane, only to fi nd 
out that he had contracted a terminal illness and was in 
acute care. Diane asked, however, if some tenors could 
be brought to Salt Spring. Siemens immediately agreed to 
make that happen. 

“Roy did so much for us back in the days of the fi rst 
recording,” said Siemens. “His artistic vision and creative 
input can still be heard on The Canadian Tenors’ debut 
album and now on Tenore’s album as well. He can take 
the simplest melody and create an arrangement that 
makes grown men weep. He is an incredibly gifted man 
and I want to give back to him in any way I can, so I wove 
the Salt Spring concert into the Tenore Christmas tour.”  

Some of Kaighin’s arrangements will be featured 

is  honoured in  the  V icto-
ria Music Hall of Fame. They 
opened for such legends as 
Muddy Waters, Joe Cocker and 
James Cotton. 

This part January, the band 
represented B.C. in Memphis 
at  the International  Blues 
Challenge.

Tickets for the Dec. 11 con-
cert are available through the 
ArtSpring ticket centre online, 
by phone or in person, and at 
the box office one hour before 
showtime. 

at Tuesday’s concert, which starts 
at 7 p.m. 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

A scene from last year’s Tribute to the Blues Songs of Christmas concert, 
which will be presented at ArtSpring next Friday, Dec. 11. 

L
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Bach on the Rock 
with Guest Conductor  

Peter Butterfield 

Handel’s Messiah 
5th annual Sing Along 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 
2:00 pm  at Fulford Hall 

 

with Salt Spring’s own 
Sam Rowlandson-O’Hara, Soprano 

and Don Fisher, Tenor 
and 

Angus Bell, Bass 
Jennifer Ashley, Mezzo-Soprano 

 

Tickets: 
 Mondo Trading Company, 118 Lower Ganges Rd  

Adults $15 in advance; $18 at the door.  Students $5. 

SOUTH COAST ROUTES 
Nov 16 – Dec 19, select sailings*
Mon – Thurs and Saturdays

NORTH COAST ROUTES 
Nov 15 – Dec 20, all sailings**

$
Per standard vehicle 
each way.

2770 †SAVE UP TO

$
Per standard vehicle 
each way.

12925 † †
SAVE UP TO

Share the coast with friends and family this season.      
Standard vehicle fares are half price on select sailings 

on all routes. Restrictions apply.

For full details:
Visit bcferries.com or call 1-888-BC FERRY

“50% Off Vehicles” promotion is applicable on standard vehicle fares (excludes driver & passenger fares) up to 20 feet in length including motorcycles. *South Coast 
Routes: Offer valid on select sailings November 16 – December 19, 2015, Monday to Thursday and Saturdays on the following routes: Metro Vancouver; Vancouver Island; 
Sunshine Coast; Southern Gulf Islands; Northern Gulf Islands, in either direction. †Savings refl ect Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay route. **North Coast Routes: Offer is valid 
on all sailings November 15 – December 20, 2015, on the following routes: Inside Passage; Haida Gwaii; Discovery Coast Connector; Skidegate – Alliford Bay, in either 
direction. ††Savings refl ect Port Hardy to Prince Rupert route. Discount does not apply to extra foot charges for over-length vehicles. Not applicable for buses, commercial 
vehicles and bicycles. Experience Card and Resident discounts will be increased to match the promotional discount on promotional sailings. Promotion cannot be applied 
retroactively to existing BC Ferries Vacations package bookings. Limited time offer. Other conditions may apply. Visit bcferries.com for full details on applicable sailings.  
Reg. 48839.
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ART REVIEW 

Big ideas expressed in smaller works

Concentrated pleasures at Gallery 8

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gallery 8’s annual Christmas show opened Friday with the promise of 
8x8-inch works created especially for the holiday market, but the smaller 
size in no way means artists have reduced the integrity of their expres-
sion.

While not all the pieces in the show conform to the size requirement, 
each artist has offered something special in a smaller-than-usual format.

This might be the perfect time to commit to a longtime gallery favou-
rite like Bill Boyd, Jan Sharkey Thomas or Janet Cameron, or invest in one 
of the newer artists on the scene.

As a member of the fi rst category, JD Evans is an exciting example of 
how an established artist can continue to transform and grow long after 
technique has been mastered. She has offered a series of painted collage 
works for the Christmas show which are subtle and understated yet sug-
gest the sweeping landscapes of the spiritual realm. 

Using very little pigment aside from black and white (perhaps a touch 
of warm cream in some pieces), Evans shows an Asian-feeling infl uence 
to her brushstrokes, while her abstract forms have the weight of a serious 
intent. No Going Back is classic looking, depicting a wild winter land-
scape, while Relentless Tao is haunting with its small black vessel resting 
on the edge of vast nothingness.

Kathryn Amisson has made a deep study of the way light interacts 

with clouds in the sky, often in stormy seacapes. For 
the Christmas show she has contributed a series of 
three works that depict the huge clouds and skies that 
dominate a prairie highway. The landscape doesn’t 
change much, but the scene above is greatly variable 
in First Day on the Road, A Day of Travel and Final 
Day.

Gillian McConnell is an artist who frequently 
shakes things up regarding medium but always 
demonstrates the strong conceptual edge guiding 
her practice. Her 8x8 multimedia collages are quirky 
and colourful. More Flavour, for example, contains 
vintage print ad images for different foods as well as 
Lark brand cigarettes. A male character is operating 
a mixer with the determination of a fi ghter pilot on a 
mission. In Lucky Strike, a man in giant proportion 
to a cathedral is all set to bowl down a procession of 
tiny cardinals.

Karen Selk is a new addition to the gallery but well 
known on the island for her textile arts. Her delightful 
quilted panels depict local vignettes, showcasing the 
fl avour and architecture of the island’s past. These 
works include silk fusion, stitchwork, coloured pencils 
and paints. The multiple textures and surfaces these 
provide, framed with the live edge rather than squared 
off, look like tiny living portraits. They are beautiful 
both in composition and execution.

Gary Brettnacher offers some unique views of 
nature in black and white film photos sparingly 
tinted with photo oils. These works are modern in 
sensibility and don’t have any sense of faux-vintage 
preciousness. The image titled Winter is a shot look-
ing down the path of a narrow ravine in a snow-
covered hillside crowded with conifers. The creek is 
tinted a cool jade green, bringing just the right break 
to the patterns of white branches underscored by 
black shadows. Spring is a little more surreal, with its 
ghostly transparency of leafed stalks serving as the 
background for a glowing tinted fl ower bud in the 
centre foreground.

Sheila Mather has some delightful pastel paintings 
on exhibit. The tiny landscapes are framed in rustic 
painted wood and offer vivid and expressive windows 
onto coastal scenes. Liberal use of red and blue tones 
to provide highlights works well on this small scale 
and makes the scenes feel as dynamic and mutable as 
a day outside near the water would be.

Judy Hilgemann has created a variety of wonder-
ful bird portraits in encaustic. Her backgrounds of 
swirled beeswax and oil pigments provide just a hint 
of the surrounding world, while the birds are ren-
dered in sharp detail and individual character. Most 
charming, perhaps, are the ravens with their gruff 
collars and sharply intelligent eyes. It’s hard to say 
whether these are more or less devious than Eloise, 
a sculpture by Karen Reiss. This black bird as bust 
cradles a selection of tiny seashells between wings 
clasped over her chest, as if shyly showing off a trea-
sure she has no intention of giving up.

Many more treasures by Gallery 8’s impressive art-
ists await discovery at the show, which continues daily 
through Jan. 6.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Inside Gallery 8 with the annual 8X8 Christmas show of small works now on.
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GROUPAuto Parts Plus

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm 
Sat. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

New Stock in WeeklyNew Stock in Weekly

Saltspring Auto Supply

Stocking Stuffers 
& Gifts Ideas

LED Flashlights               Tire Chains
Power Inverters          Car Audio Accessories                    
Headlight Upgrades          Tool Kits

Something for everyone on your list

KENWOOD & JVC STEREOS
from

$95

and much more!!

Y
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$1600 Off

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner
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FROM

$59
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7TH ANNUAL LEGION 

Christmas Craft & 
Collectables Fair

Sunday, Dec. 13
10am-3pm

At Meaden Hall
Royal Canadian Legion

FOR DETAILS CONTACT FRAN @
mummyearth@gmail.com
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Santa
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Ship

Saturday Dec. 12th 

6:30 pm Santa arrives at Coast Guard Dock.

Come down at 6:00pm
to enjoy a hot chocolate.

Follow Santa into Mouat’s Mall. 
Give him your 
wish list for Christmas. 
He’ll also visit Greenwoods 
and Lady Minto Hospital.

sponsored by 
BELLINGHAM &
SSI LIONS CLUB

AUTHORS’ EVENT

VIU writers converge for special night
Six authors share 
library stage

Salt Spring writer Kathy 
Page will introduce sev-
eral of her talented writer-
colleagues from Vancouver 
Island University at a multi-
author reading event at Salt 
Spring Public Library on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9.

Page, whose story collec-
tion Paradise and Elsewhere 
was nominated for the Giller 
Prize last year, commutes to 
Nanaimo each week to teach 
creative writing at VIU part-
time. 

“I thought it would be fan-
tastic to make a connection 
between Salt Spring and the 
writing community at the uni-
versity,” she said. “This will be 
a lively evening with a lot of 
variety, and a chance to get 
to know some excellent local 
writers.

“We were going to call it 
Winter’s Tales but then real-
ized that the cinema is show-
ing A Winter’s Tale the day 
after — a recipe for confu-
sion.” 

The readers, all part of the 
VIU Creative Writing depart-
ment, are:

• Jay Ruzesky, whose work 
includes a non-fiction trav-
elogue, In Antarctica: An 
Amundsen Pilgrimage; a 
novel called The Wolsenburg 
Clock; three books of poetry 
and two fi lms.

• Joy Gugeler is an editor 

who teaches the publishing 
courses at VIU. She has edited 
over 100 works of literary fi c-
tion, poetry and non-fiction 
and six magazines. She will be 
reading student creative writ-
ing from Portal, the VIU maga-
zine that is used to teach edit-
ing and production skills and 
to showcase student work. 

• Frank Moher is an interna-
tionally produced playwright 
and a nationally known jour-
nalist. His plays include Big 
Baby, and Odd Jobs, which 
has been widely produced in 
Canada, the United States and 
Japan, among other countries.

• Robert J. Wiersema’s fi rst 
novel, Before I Wake, was pub-
lished in Canada in 2006 and 
became a national bestseller. 
He is also the author of Bed-
time Story, and The World 
More Full of Weeping. His lat-
est novel, Black Feathers, was 

published in 2015. 
• Sarah Segal is a fi nal-year 

student from the creative 
writing program who writes 
fi ction and poetry. Her short 
story called It’s Nothing was a 
runner-up for last year’s Bro-
ken Pencil contest, and she 
also won a 2015 Nanaimo Arts 
Council Award.

The Dec. 9 event, which 
begins at 7 p.m., is co-spon-
sored by Salt Spring Public 
Library, IslandLink Library 
Federation, Vancouver Island 
University and The Canada 
Council for the Arts through 
The Writers’ Union of Canada 
and the Playwrights Guild of 
Canada.

The writers will also be giv-
ing classroom presentations 
at GISS in the afternoon prior 
to the library reading, and 
meeting with the creative 
writing club. 

VISUAL ARTS

Ecology award granted 
Bateman in St. Louis

Robert Bateman joined an impres-
sive list of peers in conservation when 
he was presented with the World 
Ecology Award at the University of 
Missouri–St. Louis last week.

“It’s a huge honour to receive this 
ecological award tonight,” Bateman 
said in his acceptance address. “Just 
looking down the list of people who 
have received this, I feel very, very 
humbled.”

Past recipients include internation-
ally known researchers like Jacques-
Yves Cousteau, Richard Leakey and 
Jane Goodall, as well as members of 
royalty from several nations.

Bateman, a Salt Spring resident, is 
the fi rst-ever visual artist to receive 
the award, which was bestowed on 
him during the World Ecology Gala at 
the Saint Louis Zoo. On display at the 
gala were some of Bateman’s “big hit” 
original works. The collection was left 
to the zoo by Bateman’s late friends 
C.C. Johnson and Edith Spinks.

“It’s just amazing for me to be in 
the same room with the originals 

tonight,” said Bateman. “I haven’t 
seen them for decades. I want to not 
only thank Spinks for acquiring them, 
but I want to thank all of you, espe-
cially the zoo, for taking good care of 
them and honouring them with this 
beautiful space tonight.”

“We are so grateful to Robert Bate-
man for taking time to come to St. 
Louis to receive the World Ecology 
Award and to meet our students and 
supporters,” said Bob Marquis, direc-
tor of the Whitney R. Harris World 
Ecology Center and a professor of 
biology at UMSL. “His art brings us all 
closer to the wildness and beauty of 
nature. He is a true leader in conser-
vation, travelling the world, using his 
paintings and his words to motivate 
us to be good stewards of wildlife.”

Bateman said he felt he was in sim-
ilar company.

“The World Ecology Center really 
does mean ‘The World,’ and it means 
a world of difference to so many living 
things on the planet that are threat-
ened right now,” he said. “From the 
students to the gurus, you all are key 
to making a giant difference.”

Art afternoon at Hastings House

HONOURS 

Hastings House Country House Hotel presents an inti-
mate and interactive afternoon with host Ian Sigvaldason 
from Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art on Saturday, Dec. 5.

A recognized expert in historic Canadian art, Sigvalda-
son will explore the Sampson-Matthews print program 
and the artists that brought hope to WWII troops and 
helped form Canada’s national identity in the process.

The newly released book Art for War and Peace: How 

a Great Public Art Project Helped Canada Discover Itself, 
written by Sigvaldason and Scott Steedman, will be avail-
able, along with some silkscreens and paintings.

Running from 2 to 5 p.m. in the Verandah Room, the 
event includes the exhibition, food stations and culinary 
inspirations from Hastings House executive chef Marcel 
Kauer, and a glass of wine. Tickets may be reserved by call-
ing 250-537-2362 or purchased at the door. 
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EXPLORE

STORE

LIGHT UP
SALE !

3 days only
Dec. 4 - Dec. 6

Plus 
DAILY DEALS!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

A

Reading at the library on Dec. 9 are, from left, Frank Moher, Robert J. Wiersema, Sarah Segal, Jay 
Ruzesky, Joy Gugeler and Kathy Page.

“I thought it would 
be fantastic to 
make a connection 
between Salt Spring 
and the writing 
community at the 
university.” 
KATHY PAGE
Salt Spring writer & 
VIU instructor
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Wed. Dec 2
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Winter’s Light: An 
Appalachian Wassail. Annual 
Music & Munch concert pre-
sented by Rasma Bertz and 
musical friends. All Saints. 12:10 
p.m. Free music followed by 
optional lunch. 

 ACTIVITIES

Celebration of Trees. 
Enjoy nine beautifully decorated 
trees and add food donations 
for the Salt Spring Food Bank 
and Copper Kettle to your 
favourite. Salt Spring Golf & 
Country Club Clubhouse. Open 
daily from 10 a.m. on until 
Dec. 30.
Youth Writing Group. 
Relaxed workshop environ-
ment for youth to enjoy writing 
activities, and share works in 
progress. Group meets the first 
Wednesday of the month at Salt 
Spring Island Public Library’s 
Teen Room (Room 106). 4 to 
6 p.m.
Scientists and Innovators in 
Schools Training Workshop. 
To register contact Sarah Hook-
Nilsson at shooknilsson@sd64.
bc.ca. GISS. 5 to 7:30 p.m.
Howard Fry Art Reception. 
Introducing his December 
exhibition at the SS Library 
Program Room called Vanishing 
Landmarks: Photos of a BC 
Pioneering Heritage. 6 p.m. 

Wed. Dec 2
  ACTIVITIES

SS Film Fest Screening: How 
to Change the World. 
Based on the writings and 
journals of founder Robert 
Hunter, and using never before 
seen archive footage, How To 
Change The World is an intimate 
portrait of the group’s original 
members and of activism itself. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 
Poker Night at the Local. 
Hosted by Albert every 
Wednesday at The Local. Sign 
up by 6:30 p.m., start at 7 p.m.
SongJam.
A pub-style singalong to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 8 p.m.
Fill the Fire Truck Food Bank 
Drive. Bring non-perishable 
food items, canned goods and 
monetary donations for SS Food 
Bank to Ganges Fire Hall daily 
through Dec. 7.

Thur. Dec 3
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic with Ross & Dave. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Poetry Open Mic. Featured 
poet is Shirley Graham. Sign-up 
for the open mic portion is at 
6:45 p.m. for a 7 p.m. start at 
the SS Library Program Room. 
Fill the Fire Truck Food Bank 
Drive. 
See Wednesday listing. 

Fri. Dec 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Costners. 
Live music at The Local, with 
free appies from Dagwoods. 5 
to 8 p.m. 
Tumblin’ Dice. 
Live country band at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

School’s Out! Friday 
Adventure Camp. 
PARC-sponsored camp with 
games, arts & crafts and swim-
ming held on the first Friday 
of every month at Community 
Gospel Chapel for kids aged five 
years and up who have com-
pleted kindergarten. 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Craft Fair at Lions 
Hall. 
Includes a kids corner with 
Mrs. Clause and her elves will 
be there to help kids shop for 
friends and family. Lions Hall. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Beaver Point Christmas Craft 
Fair. 
Opening night for tradi-
tional Christmas fair in beautiful 
Beaver Point Hall. Great food 
available for purchase. Beaver 
Point Community Hall. 5 to 9 
p.m.
Fulford Hall Christmas Craft 
Fair. 
Opening night for annual 
arts and crafts fair at Fulford 
Community Hall. Great food 
available from the kitchen too. 
5 to 9 p.m.  

Fri. Dec 4
  ACTIVITIES

Meat Draw. 
Every Friday at the Legion. 6 
p.m.  
Celebration of Trees.
See Wednesday listing.
Fill the Fire Truck Food Bank 
Drive. 
See Wednesday listing. 

Sat. Dec 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Bros.
Live music at The Local Pub. 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Sing We Now of Christmas. 
Salt Spring Singers choir 
presents traditional Christmas 
carols, director Don Conley’s 
new “Mystic Suite” and the 
magnificent music of Mozart, 
Mendelssohn and Brahms. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Modmen. 
Live band at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.   

 ACTIVITIES

Christmas Craft Fair at Lions 
Hall. 
See Friday’s listing.
Beaver Point Christmas Craft 
Fair. 
See Friday’s listing. 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 
Fulford Hall Christmas Craft 
Fair.
See Friday’s listing. 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
NDP Christmas Bazaar. 
Christmas baking, attic trea-
sures, books and gift items. SS 
United Church. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Art Afternoon with Ian 
Sigvaldason. Interactive 
afternoon with Ian Sigvaldason, 
Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art 
owner and co-author of Art for 
War and Peace. Includes food, 
wine, discussion, art exhibition 
and opportunity to purchase 
books. Hastings House verandah 
room. 2 to 5 p.m.
Book Launch: Lynda 
Crawford and Pearl Gray. 
Readings from Gray’s new novel 
Zabel and Crawford’s novel 
Uncomfortably Numb. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 3 
to 4:30 p.m.

Sat. Dec 5
  ACTIVITIES

Chili Cook-Off and Light-up.
Bring the kids to Centennial 
Park and sing-along to carols 
sung by a selection of the Salt 
Spring Singers at 4 p.m., fol-
lowed by Jim Raddysh perfor-
mance. At 6 p.m., the switch to 
light up the giant Christmas tree 
in Centennial Park is flipped. 
Meat Draw. 
Every Saturday at the Legion. 
6 p.m.  
Celebration of Trees.
See Wednesday listing.

Sun. Dec 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sing We Now of Christmas.
See Saturday’s listing, except 
the time is 2 p.m.
Billie Woods.
Live music at the Salt Spring 
Inn. 6 to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Braehaven Craft Fair. 
Crafts by residents raise funds 
for programs. Braehaven 
Assisted Living facility lobby. 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Beaver Point Christmas Craft 
Fair. 
See Friday’s listing, except times 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Fulford Hall Christmas Craft 
Fair.
See Friday’s listing, except times 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Unitarian Fellowship. 
Amanda Tarling returns to 
explore the topic “The Unitarian 
Faith that Dares to Doubt.” 
Visitors welcome. SS Seniors 
Centre. 10:30 a.m. 
Singalong Messiah 
Rehearsal. 
Third rehearsal for anyone 
wanting to participate in the 
fifth annual Singalong Messiah 
concert on Dec. 13. Must have 
ticket to the concert (available 
at Mondo Trading Company) in 
order to participate in rehears-
als. Salt Spring Island United 
Church. 1 to 5 p.m.
National Day of 
Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women.
Candlelight vigil in Centennial 
Park. 6 p.m.

Sun. Dec 6
  ACTIVITIES

The Needs of LGBTQ Elders. 
Lecture on the timely topic of 
aging as a “sexually diverse” per-
son and perhaps needing to live 
in a residential care home one 
day, with Dr. Ashley Heaslip, 
the recent recipient of the Dr. 
Gary Gibson Award for research 
with LGBTQ elders in Vancouver. 
Harbour House Hotel Crofton 
Room. 2 p.m.
Celebration of Trees.
See Wednesday listing.

Mon. Dec 7
 ACTIVITIES

Drop-in Pickleball at Fulford 
Hall. Every Monday at Fulford 
Hall from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Fill the Fire Truck Food Bank 
Drive. See Wednesday listing. 
Final day! 

Tues. Dec 8 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Tenore Presents Christmas 
with You. 
Acclaimed tenor singers capture 
the spirit and magic of the holi-
day season with some of every-
one’s favourites and holiday 
classics. ArtSpring. 7 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Celebration of Trees.
See Wednesday listing.

Wed. Dec 9
 ACTIVITIES

Winter’s Words Literary 
Event. 
Salt Spring author and 
Vancouver Island University 
teacher Kathy Page intro-
duces VIU writing colleagues 
Jay Ruzesky, Joy Gugeler, Frank 
Moher, Robert J. Wiersema and 
Sarah Segal. SS Public Library. 
7 p.m. 
Poker Night at the Local. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Celebration of Trees.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

2nd Annual 
Festival of Trees

Bring food bank donations to place under decorated trees 
SS Golf & Country Club

Daily until December 30

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad Dec. 2  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Sept. 11th to 15th Fri. to Tues. 7:00 pm
Sun. 4:00 pm matinee & 7:00 pm

Branagh Theatre  

The Winter’s Tale
Judi Dench &
Kenneth Branagh.
Thurs. Dec. 10th 3pm 
matinee and 7pm / advance 
tickets $22 at the Cinema 
6-7pm Fri. to Tues.

Dec. 4th to 8th 
Friday to Tuesday 7pm  
Sunday 3pm matinee 
and 7pm

INTERN
THE

2hrs  1min
Rating: PG

night (5 to 9 p.m.), Saturday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 6 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Mel Williamson shares new paintings related to restaurants and food at 
Auntie Pesto’s cafe for the month of December, in a show presented by 
Steffich Gallery.  

• Fred Ascott shows paintings in the first We’ve Got Talent exhibition at 
Greenwoods, open daily from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. through December. 

• Howard Fry’s exhibition Vanishing Landmarks: Photos of a BC Pioneering 
Heritage opens at the Library Program Room on Wednesday, Dec. 2 with a 
reception starting at 6 p.m. The show continues to Dec. 30.

• Margot W. Chisolm has an exhibit of paintings at Country Roasters Cafe at 
Country Grocer in December. 

• Beulah Gordon shows mixed-media and glass work at Island Savings.

  EXHIBITIONS  EXHIBITIONS

• Hastings House presents an intimate and interactive afternoon of art and 
discussion with Ian Sigvaldason of Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art, with a focus 
on the Sampson-Matthews project of the WW II period. Verandah Room. 2 to 
5 p.m. Reserve tickets at 250-537-2362 or buy them at the event, which includes 
food from executive chef Marcel Kauer and wine. 

• Gallery 8 presents its annual exhibition of 8x8 Christmas Small Works daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Jan. 6.

• WinterCraft, the Salt Spring Arts Council’s show and sale of work by Gulf Islands 
artists and craftspeople runs daily at Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Dec. 22. 

• Christmas Craft Fair at Lions Hall on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 4-5 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 
• Braehaven Christmas Craft Fair is at Braehaven Assisted Living facility lobby on 

Sunday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Christmas craft fairs run at Beaver Point Hall and Fulford Hall from Friday 

driftwoodgul� slands
media.com/calendar/

events/

VIEW OUR 
ONLINE 

COMPREHEN-
SIVE 

INTERACTIVE 
CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
 LISTINGS

we are YOUR go-to-place for everything 
happening on Salt Spring

  CINEMA

• The Intern — A comedy about a 70-year-old widower who has found retirement isn’t all it’s 
cracked up to be. Seizing an opportunity to get back in the game, he becomes a senior intern at an 
online fashion site, founded and run by Jules Ostin. Stars Robert de Niro and Anne Hathaway. 

• Branagh Theatre Live: Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale — Recorded at The Garrick Theatre in 
London, Shakespeare’s timeless tragicomedy of obsession and redemption is re-imagined in a new 
production co-directed by Rob Ashford and Kenneth Branagh. With Judi Dench as Paulina, Kenneth 
Branagh as Leontes. Two shows only on Thurs., Dec. 10, 3 and 7 p.m.
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UP TO 65% OFF! Canadiana fry pans feature our toughest, 
most durable, non-stick enviro-friendly coating that is PFOA free.
20cm/8” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. List: $129.00. Now $44.99!
24cm/9.5” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. List: $139.00. Now $54.99!
28cm/11” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. 
List: $149.00. Now $69.99!
32cm/12.5” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. 
List: $169.00. Now $89.99!

72% OFF! 11pc Avonlea Cookware set. 18/10 stainless steel, featuring an impact 
bonded, encapsulated base for even heat distribution and retention that is safe for all cook tops 

of modern kitchens, including induction. Durable, secure riveted handles, no-drip lips, tight 
fi tting stainless steel lids, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 3L saucepans, 

5L Dutch oven, 3L steamer, 24cm/9.5”stainless steel frying pan, 
and 5 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00. $22999

ON NOW THRU DECEMBER 6TH ONLY AT:

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

59% OFF!
1L Roseberry teapot.
List: $134.99.

$5499

61% OFF! 
Springbrook 
fl atware set, 
4x5pc place 
setting. 
List: $89.99.

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop

600 Beddis Rd

$3499
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1L Roseberry teapot.

Free with purchase
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UP TO 48% OFF! 
A selection of Paderno Classic 
bakeware. Made with solid steel 
construction with a non-stick coating. 
Lifetime warranty, safe to 
260°C/500°F. PFOA & PTFE free. 
Starting at

 $799

construction with a non-stick coating. 
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Love My Kitchen Shop
Downtown Ganges

140 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5882

Advance $17 Students/Seniors $14
Door $22 Students/Seniors $17

“I first heard them in the Eternal City of Rome and was moved to tears 
by the passion of their performance”

TENORE
A Christmas With You Tour

-Dan Mann, VP & General Manager of JRA Fine Arts Booking Agency, Nashville

online at www.artspring.ca
by phone: 250-537-2101
ArtSpring box office

DECEMBER 8, 2015 . ARTSPRING 7:00 PM
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SAT DEC 5, 2015   7:30 PM  |  SUN DEC 6, 2015  2 PM
ARTSPRING  250.537.2102
TICKETS  $18     CHILDREN 5 –17  $5

SALT SPRING SINGERS 
Presenting traditional Christmas carols, the première of 
Don Conley’s “Mystic Suite” and the magni� cent music 
of Mozart, Mendelssohn and Brahms.

SingWe 
Now
of 
Christmas

 CONDUCTOR DON CONLEY
 ACCOMPANIST DAVID STORM

CONCERT PREVIEW 

Simon Millerd and co. at All Saints 
CD release event for 
Montreal jazz group

BY ALAN ROBERTSON
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Jazz trumpeter Simon Millerd, so familiar 
to many on this island, is back again from 
Montreal, this time with four compatriots 
coming together to present their fi rst full-
length CD entitled From Day To Day. 

They will be giving a matinee perfor-
mance at All Saints By-the-Sea Anglican 
Church at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 13. 

Millerd grew up on Salt Spring Island, 
started playing trumpet in middle school 
encouraged by his parents, local music 
educators Mitch and Jennifer Howard. A 
gifted young musician, his talent developed 
quickly while playing in the GISS bands led 
by Bruce Smith and studying trumpet with 
Dawn Hage, and before graduating his tal-
ent had been recognized internationally.

After high school he left playing music for 
three years, eventually moving to Montreal 
in 2008 where he found a renewed sense of 

purpose that is shared with the four other 
musicians with whom he will be perform-
ing on  Dec. 13.

Daniel Reynolds (piano) was born and 
grew up in Vancouver. After a musically 
inspired childhood and adolescence he 
moved to Montreal to study at  McGill Uni-
versity with some of Canada’s fi nest musi-
cians. Reynolds has been recognized by the 
Hnatyshyn Foundation as the 2010 recipi-
ent of the Oscar Peterson Grant for Excel-
lence in Jazz Performance. He is currently 
based in Vancouver where he is teaching, 
performing and collaborating with various 
artists.

Bass player Conrad Good was also born 
and raised in Vancouver, and attended high 
school with Reynolds. He began his early 
music studies on cello, later picking up the 
double bass. He continued his classical 
studies, eventually playing with the Van-
couver Youth Symphony Orchestra. Since 
completing his studies in Montreal, Good 
has moved to Toronto where he is actively 
performing with different musical groups.

Adam Cormier is a drummer and com-

poser from Nanaimo. He was introduced 
to music and the drums in his elementary 
school and at age 13 began his jazz studies 
at Wellington Jazz Academy, continuing 
on to two years of university. Cormier has 
done four tours across Canada in addition 
to two North American tours. He has played 
on several recordings and appears in music 
videos broadcast internationally. He now 
lives and works in Vancouver.

Mike Bjella, the fi fth and newest mem-
ber of the group, plays woodwinds and 
composes. He studied at the prestigious 
New School in New York City, now lives 
in Montreal and travels “around Earth” 
playing music with his friends. These 
groups include Chronicle Infinitis, 
Nomad, Peter Peter and Isis Giraldo’s 
Poetry Project. He is originally from Ste-
ven’s Pond, Wis.

All fi ve musicians studied at the Schulich 
School of Music at McGill University and all 
but Bjella have been recognized by the Fra-
ser McPherson Scholarship Trust program.

Admission to next Sunday’s concert is by 
donation. 

CALL GAIL, SEAN OR ELIZABETH 
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING 

2505379933

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

SEASONAL 
SOUNDS AND 
HOUNDS:  Some 
Salt Spring Singers choir 
members and a couple 
of four-legged friends 
treat shoppers to carol 
singing outside Mouat’s 
Old Salty on Saturday. 
The full Singers choir 
will also perform at 
ArtSpring this weekend, 
with an evening concert 
on Saturday and an 
afternoon show on 
Sunday.  
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Orders made in-store 
before & including 
December 14 
will arrive 
in time 
for Christmas!

250.537.5551

N

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

NEWS 
UPDATES
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getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

DAVE,           RUTH,         NORMA,        BOB,           EDIE

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...Coffee is always on!     www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

*MSRP of $25,995 on 2016 Forester 2.5i (GJ1X0). MSRP excludes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration 
and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2016 Forester 2.0XT Limited AT with technology pack-
age (GJ2XTE) with an MSRP of $37,995. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely 
for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete 
program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations**. Forester and 
Subaru are registered trademarks. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). 
Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

WELL EQUIPPED FROM
$25,995

FOR ALL LIFE’S RALLIES.
Sometimes it’s sheep. Sometimes it’s kids, friends, or carpools. No matter what you need to round up, the Subaru Forester, with standard Symmetrical 
Full-Time All-Wheel Drive and surprising fuel economy, lets you handle it all with ease. To learn more, visit subaru.ca/forester.

DL#5032

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Saunders Subaru.

WEDNESDAY 

SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Mormon church.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Harbour House Crofton Room. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month from 
October through June from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Salt 
Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back. 
YOUTH CREATIVE WRITING GROUP for ages 9-13 
runs at the Salt Spring Library led by Nikky from 4-6 
p.m. on the � rst Wednesday of the month. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. All-encompassing 
variety of � tness programs. Coed, all levels, work at 
your own pace. Guided by expertise of a personal 
trainer. Improve your quality of life. 9-10 a.m. Info: 
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-
537-5004.
COMPUTER DROP-IN HELP — Free help with 
computer, tablet, smartphone problems at Salt 
Spring Literacy. Drop in at 126 Hereford Ave. 
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CRYSTAL BOWLS & VOCAL VIBRATIONS with 
Adam Huber at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. 
HOT HATHA YOGA at the Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. and Moksha-inspired Level 1 hot 
yoga from 12 to 1 p.m. and 6 to 7:15 p.m. Info: 
theneshotyoga@gmail.com
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets 
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Everyone 
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas 
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body 
conditioning system that builds � exibility and long, 
lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SENIORS CHAIR YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30  p.m.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. At The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. 
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.

THURSDAY 

BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt 
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
BRIDGE runs at Salt Spring Seniors on the � rst 
and third Thursdays at 12:45 p.m. 
 LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 
to 3 p.m. 
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring 
Library Program Room on the � rst Thursday of 
the month. Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per 
reader; event begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read 
at 7:30. 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 
9 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
HATHA YOGA with Shanti Levesque at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
NIA at Fulford Hall Annex. 10 to 11 a.m. Info: 
Arleen, 250-653-9235. Donna at 250-653-9985 
has fee info.
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business 
people meets on the second Thursday of each 
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special 
guest speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.
com.
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SENIORS LUNCH runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 12 
noon. (Dec. 3, 10, 17) 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-
Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until 
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
VINYASA YOGA at the Nest hot yoga. 8:30 to 9:30 
a.m. PLUS Hot Hatha from 10 to 11 a.m. and from 
5 to 6 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YANG YIN YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 7 to 8:15 
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

BOOMERFIT at Beaver Point Hall. All-encompassing 
variety of � tness programs. Coed, all levels, work at 
your own pace. Guided by expertise of a personal 
trainer. Improve your quality of life. 9-10 a.m. Info: 
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY

COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 10 a.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches 
for the everyday body to classical music with 
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30  
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move 
with less pain and stress by learning how to make 
any activity more e� ective and more enjoyable. 
Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring library. An 
evening of board games and other interactive 
games facilitated by Bryan Dubien. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME - ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and their 
families. SS Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
TANGO PRACTICES for newcomers and old. Top 
� oor of the Core Inn. 8 to 10 p.m. Facebook: Por 
El Amor del Tango-Salt Spring Tango; Terri at ssi.
tango@gmail.com

EVERY SATURDAY 

DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring 
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. 
through 4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please 
sign up at the library for the appropriate date 
and time, complete with contact information and 
tutoring topic.
TODDLERTIME at the library for children under 
four and their families. 10:30 a.m. 
VINYASA Yoga at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

SUNDAY 

REIKI/ENERGY SHARE GROUP is on the last Sunday 
of each month at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 3 p.m. 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets on the � rst three 
Sundays of every month at Salt Spring Seniors. For 
weekly program, visit www.saltspringunitarians.
com for info.

EVERY SUNDAY 

KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
POKER at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS. Drop in and play at 
Centre Court (behind the golf course). For ages 16 + 
over. 3 to 5 p.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB - All styles at 210 Cedar 
Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

MONDAY 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of 
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT trustees hold SSI 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually meets 
on the third Monday of each month at the SS Library 
Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome. Con� rm 
meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month at the SS Library 
Program Room. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
TWO TWOONIE LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors on 
the second and fourth Monday of each month. 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 250-537-4604 to reserve your 
spot in advance! Dec. 14 only.

EVERY MONDAY 

ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 p.m. Dec. 7 & 14.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George 
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for 
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine 
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10 a.m. Info: Alice 
Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
KUNDALINI YOGA FOR BEGINNERS and others at 
North End Fitness. 1 to 2:10 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn (third 
� oor). 1 to 3 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell, 250-537-
1121. Drop-ins welcome. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at The Nest 
hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and Level 1 from 
noon to 1 p.m. (silently led practice) and from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring 
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader Tutoring with 
Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info 
Desk Programs binder.

EVERY MONDAY

Sessions are available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets 
Mondays at the Catholic Church, lower room, 135 
Drake Rd. 7 p.m. sharp.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.

EVERY MONDAY 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL. All ages and levels of play. 
Clean non-marking shoes required. SIMS gym. 5:30 
to 7:10 p.m. Free. Info:  Annette at aodurukwe@
yahoo.com
YOGA WITH CELESTE MALLETT JASON at SSI 
Wellness Centre. Hips & Shoulders 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Mixed Levels 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Yoga 
on the Wall 3:45 to 5 p.m.; Mixed Levels 5:30 to 
6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHAIR YOGA WITH CATE at the Fulford Hall Seniors 
Room. 2 to 3:15 p.m. c.mcewen@shaw.ca, 250-
653-9148
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring Seniors. 
6:30 p.m. 
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at her Yoga 
In Salt Spring Studio, 238 Park Drive. 4:30 to 6 p.m.
KUNDALINI MOVING MEDITATION from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. and ECKHART TOLLE PRACTISING 
PRESENCE from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Info: Amrita, 250-
537-2799.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 10:30 a.m. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at the Nest 
hot yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Info: 
theneshotyoga@gmail.com
NIA. The joy of dance, the power of martial arts, the 
� exibility and mindfulness of yoga and more. 10:45 
to 11:45 a.m. at SS United Church hall, and 5:45 to 7 
p.m. at the Core Inn. Info + pre-register with Arleen 
at 250-653-9235.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9 
p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk at 
North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Info: 250-
537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.shawwebspace.
ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
& children aged 0-6. Family Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
VINYASA FLOW at the Nest hot yoga. 5:30 p.m. to 
6:45 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at SS 
Wellness Centre from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. and Slow 
Flow at SS Centre of Yoga from 5 to 6 p.m. 
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Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

“Thank you 
for shopping 

locally”

Dec 1st - 16th
all in stock 
softcover 

NON-
FICTION

all in stock 
hardcover

KIDS 
PICTURE 
BOOKS

20%off 

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Joyce Webb

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

SELFCARE 

Hospice session helps tackle seasonal grief
Holiday season has special 
challenges

BY ROB LOWRIE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

She wasn’t looking forward to this time 
of the year. This is the first December in 23 
years she would be without her loved one.

Her sadness seemed so out-of-place in 
the midst of the festivities around her. The 
sights, sounds and smells brought back 
memories. She felt no joy, only a deep grief 
that followed her everywhere, all day. 

This is the experience of many bereaved 

at this time of the year. “Getting through” 
or “surviving” the holidays is what many in 
grief see as yet another challenge. 

This response to the holidays may con-
tinue for years after a significant loss. It 
acknowledges and expresses the pain and 
distress of loss that wells up at special times 
of the year. This deep ache and sadness is 
normal. Recognizing the grief you or your 
family feel is the starting point for develop-
ing new ways of living through the holidays. 

Coping with Grief over the Holidays is the 
name of the Salt Spring Hospice event at the 
library’s program room on Thursday, Dec. 10 
at 1:30 p.m. 

If you have lost a close friend or loved 
one, this time can be challenging, wheth-
er your loss is recent or distant. Grieving 
takes energy. By developing compassion 
for yourself and simplifying traditions, you 
may discover new ways to live through the 
holidays.

We’ll provide you with some helpful 
materials and strategies to support you in 
your journey. Please bring yourself or come 
along with a friend or family member.  

Thanks goes to the Salt Spring Public 
Library for their support of this event.  

For more information, contact Salt 
Spring Hospice at 250-537-2770.  

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

SPECIAL GUEST: Santa made his fi rst appearance on Salt Spring on Saturday, meeting youngsters like 
Emma Star (in the plane seat with Santa) and Rylan Davies (top right), who made a Christmas card at a craft 
station set up by the Salt Spring Arts Council at Salt Spring Elementary while children had their photos with 
Santa taken by Driftwood staff er Jennifer Lannan. (They’re available at Apple Photo this week.) Above, kids 
and parents wait on the fl oatplane dock for Santa’s arrival via Salt Spring Air fl oatplane. See the What’s On 
calendar on page 12 of this paper for this week’s Christmas-related events, or see our online calendar at www.
driftwoodgulfi slandsmedia.com/calendar for everything happening this month. 

off D
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

• Flooring Installs
• Hardwood / Cork
• Tile / Carpet  
• Linoleum / Vinyl

Your Flooring
SPECIALIST

SHANE HUBENIG
HOME: 250-537-1185  
OFFICE: 250-537-9736
CELL:  604-220-9656

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Vancouver Island Paving has been serving Vancouver Island since 1985. 
We are an independent family owned and operated business with 27 years 
of industry experience. We have paved over 15,000 driveways across 
Vancouver Island and feel like we’re only getting started.

SAVE $100!
Present this ad to one of our estimators and save 

$100 off the cost of your residential 
asphalt driveway, parking lot or tennis court.

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US TODAY

250-386-8210

Fall Paving Special

SERVING SOUTHERN VANCOUVER ISLAND 
THE GULF ISLANDS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 12, 2015

                              WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

FREE ESTIMATES • CALL US TODAY 250-386-8210

MARKUS WENZEL
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Do you have an Estate Plan?
Make sure the CRA 
is not your biggest beneficiary!

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

250-653-9788 markus.wenzel@investorsgroup.com

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

CHEF ON 
THE RUN
HEALTHY MEALS, 
FRESH FOR YOU!

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website: 
www.Chefontherun.net
M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC

Weekly 
delivery to 
your home 

on 
Salt Spring

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES

Logos • Posters • Brochures • Event Graphics 
Books • Albums • Menus • Packaging • Signage

Go to jigsawdesign.ca today

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Unit 15 @ Merchants Mews 778-353-2253

Fall-Winter Hours

Tourtieres made to Order

SENIORS 

Seniors centre active in December
Join volunteer corp 

Season’s Greetings from Salt 
Spring Seniors Centre!

It’s that time of year again: 
lots of visitors, celebrations 
and appreciations all ‘round.  
The Seniors Christmas Party, 
with Vivian and Bryan Daw-
son, will be held Wednesday, 
Dec. 16 from 2 to 4 p.m. Enjoy 
the Lost Chords and a perfor-
mance by the Reader’s Theatre 
along with your tea and good-
ies.  

The Seniors Centre will be 
closed from Dec. 21 to Jan. 4., 
but many programs will con-

tinue; check our web page: 
www.saltspringseniorscentre.
ca.

 The caregivers group is 
always on, and there will be 
a potluck leftovers lunch on 
Saturday, Dec. 26 from 11:30 
a.m. Share Christmas dinner 
remainders with friends and 
neighbours. 

Other news for December 
and January includes the Two 

Toonies lunches on Monday,  
Dec. 14 and then again on Jan. 
11 and 25, plus; 

• Regular Thursday lunch is 
on Dec. 3, 10 and 17. 

• Active Learning: 20th 
Century Art Mondays at 2:30 
p.m. The topic on Dec. 7 is 
led by Janet Watchman on the 
Group of Seven; Dec. 14 sees 
Joan Byrne lead discussion on 
Emily Carr. See it all with our 
new audio visual equipment!   

• Speaker Series: Re-Exam-
ining the Counter-Culture 
will continue in January with 
Margaret Critchlow from 
Sooke, recently featured on 
CBC’s Sunday Edition, on 

co-housing, which has its 
roots in the communes of the 
‘60s. We also look forward to 
Arthur Black as our speaker in 
February.

Volunteers Needed 
• Dishwashers at our Thurs-

day luncheons: Come for lunch, 
stay to help. 

• Drivers: We are always in 
need of good neighbours to 
drive our seniors to doctors 
appointments on and off island. 

• More advertising and pro-
gram assistants are always wel-
come. 

Celebrate the good cheer at 
Salt Spring Seniors Centre!

PHILANTHROPY

Foundation fall grants make big impact
Youth services, mental 
health initiatives and 
much more supported

The Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion is pleased to announce over 
$60,000 in grants to nine local 
charitable organizations. The proj-
ects funded this fall aim to build a 
more sustainable, caring and shar-
ing community through youth 
programs, mental health services, 
community safety, environmental 
protection and the recognition of 
Salt Spring’s history. 

As part of its Smart & Caring Salt 
Spring initiative, the foundation 
has established funds to target 
critical needs and help grow phi-
lanthropy on Salt Spring. This fall, 
our Smart & Caring funds have 
been granted to support volun-
teerism through the Volunteer 
Community Resources Salt Spring 
Society.  

Gulf Islands Marine 
Rescue Society 

For the purchase of optical 
equipment for use by RCMSAR 
Station 25 in searching and 
nighttime lookout. 

Island Stream and Salmon 
Enhancement Society 

Toward riparian restoration of 
areas in Mouat and Duck Creek 
parks that have been damaged 
by heavy pedestrian use. School-
children will help with the plant-
ing and benefit from hands-on 
environmental learning.

Salt Spring Farmers’ 
Heritage Foundation

For the acquisition and installa-
tion of an improved propane forge 
for the blacksmith group, which 
provides workshops and year-
round skills development for chil-
dren and youth, as well as demon-
strations for Heritage Day and the 
Fall Fair. 

Salt Spring Film 
Festival Society

For the purchase of projectors, portable screens, 
Blu-ray players and a public-address system. The 
film festival plays an important educational and 
awareness role in our community.   

Salt Spring Hospice/
Bessie Dane Foundation

For the development of an enhanced bereave-
ment education curriculum and training material 
for Hospice volunteers. This is an important pro-
gram to address seniors’ mental health. 

Salt Spring Island Community Services
1. For the repair of decks and fi re escapes at Fam-

ily Place, which offers an important resource and 
support network for children and families. 

2. To fund a review of the Core Inn youth drop-in 
program.

3. To support the purchase of games for Friday 
Night Games Night, a popular youth program cur-
rently hosted by the Salt Spring Island Public Library 
that draws close to 50 young people to the library on 
Friday nights. 

4. To fund the position of mental health navigator 
to provide families and individuals with assistance 
in navigating the new Island Health system and 
accessing the services they need. This is a multi-year 
grant. 

Salt Spring Island Search and 
Rescue Society

For the purchase of rain jackets.

SWOVA 
Toward the Healthy Masculinity for Boys and 

Young Men Project. This project will engage boys 
and young men in our community in age-appropri-
ate round-table discussions and activities to sup-
port their needs for healthy masculinity, allow their 
voices to be heard and to determine ways to prevent 
behaviours that put them at risk of violence and/or 
abuse. 

Volunteer Community Resources 
Salt Spring Society 

To assist with organizational development. Volun-
teer Community Resources aims to build connections 
between community members and organizations by 
promoting volunteerism on Salt Spring Island through 
leadership and education. This is a multi-year grant.

     **************************************************
Are  you a Salt Spring registered charity working to 

make life on the island better for someone, some-
where? Got a great project but short of funds? Our 
next grants will be given in the spring of 2016, so if 
you’d like to know more about how we can help you 
as we’ve helped dozens of local charities since 1984, 
please go to our website at www.saltspringisland-
foundation.org or call 250-537-8305.
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“My name is Kristen Sayer. I have been 
working for  BMO for 4 and a half 
years, and am loving my new role as 
Financial Services Manager. I have 
banked with BMO since I was 13 years 
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Leah’s Legendary Deal of the Week

of theEMBE
BAKERY

Salmon Cream CheeSe 

Croissants $2.25 ea.

sale
Reg. 

$2.95 ea.

250-246-4674
#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

The Happy Denturist
Brian Harris
30 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS

• FREE CONSULTATION
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS
• FERRY PICKUP
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

Need help promoting 
your business, call 
Elena 250-537-9933
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40% off
selected 

children’s items
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HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.

FLU  continued on 4ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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50%off
All Frames!

#4 - 323 Lower Ganges Road
across from Penny’s Pantry
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27th Anniversary Sale
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Salt Spring tartan approval received
Barnaby Guthrie 
textiles at WinterCraft

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Island has now 
joined the ranks of some 
11,000 families and groups 
around the world that can 
boast an official Scottish 
tartan design, thanks to the 
efforts of local weaver Barn-
aby Guthrie.

Guthrie started the pro-
cess of registry earlier this 
year by gaining approval for 
the idea from the Capital 
Regional District. He also 
had to create an original and 
unique pattern according to 

thread count and have the 
whole package assessed by 
the Scottish Register of Tar-
tans in Edinburgh. 

“We’re very happy. It’s 
been about a three- or four-
month deal to get it through 
the register,” Guthrie said, 
adding he and his wife hope 
to visit the offi ce in person 
next May.

Guthrie has made 10 
scarves so far in the offi cial 
tartan, using merino wool 
from Salt Spring’s Jane Staf-
ford Textiles. They all sold 
out in two days.

“I even had to let my own 
sample go today,” Guthrie 
said. “There’s huge interest 
and everyone seems very 

happy with them, especially 
when they can feel them.”

As of Friday, Guthrie still 
had three Salt Spring scarves 
available for sale for Win-
terCraft’s opening day. He’s 
now waiting for a shipment 
of yarn to get back at the 
loom and produce some 
new items in time for Christ-
mas. He will also be working 
on some custom orders for 
larger shawls.

The Salt Spring tartan fea-
tures a pattern of green and 
blue to represent the land 
and sea, offset with thin red 
and white lines that hint at 
the colours of the Canadian 
fl ag. The tartan is licensed in 
Guthrie’s name.

FICTION

Double book 
launch Saturday

175 ARBUTUS ROAD 
250-537-5788

www.thimblefarms.com
Tuesday - Saturday, 9-4:30 pm  
Closed Sunday and Monday

Fraser’s
THIMBLE FARMS

Live and Cut 
Christmas Trees 

Now Available!
We have a fantastic 

selection of bareroot fruit 
trees, hedging trees, 

Japanese maples, large 
laurels, magnolias, new 

blight resistant hazelnuts, 
winter blooming heathers 
and much more available 

for fall planting.
........................................

Fraser’s
L

Pearl Gray and 
Lynda Crawford 
at library

Salt Spring Public 
Library hosts a double 
book launch on Satur-
day, Dec. 5 with local 
writers Lynda Craw-
ford and Pearl Gray.

Crawford has just 
released Uncomfort-
ably Numb, the story 
of a war correspondent 
who plans to write his 
biography in the relax-
ing environment of 
Barbados and whose 
path is altered by the 
people he meets there.

U n c o m f o r t a b l y 
Numb is  descr ibed 
as “A story of hope, 

friendship, love and 
triumph .  .  .  in the 
beautiful Caribbean.” 

Gray’s novel is called 
Zabel and details  a 
warrior queen’s jour-
ney from the throne of 
Armenia to refuge in 
France.

“Masterfully plot-
ted, Pearl Gray sheds 
light on the plight of 
12th-century women,” 
states a promotional 
poster.  “A  novel  of 
l ov e ,  c o u r a g e  a n d 
fate, set in southern 
Anatolia and France, 
Zabel clashes with the 
powerful forces that 
demand religious con-
formity.”

S a t u r d a y ’s  e v e n t 
runs from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. 

REFUGEE SUPPORT 

Two events aid Syrian refugee support
GISS showcase and ongoing 
silent auction

Island residents can help support 
plans to bring Syrian refugees to Salt 
Spring with at least two special events 
taking place this month.

One is a Thursday, Dec. 10 Winter 
Talent Showcase in the Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School multi-purpose room. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the show 
starts at 6 p.m.

Put on by the high school’s Global 
Initiatives group, it will feature students 
from grades 8 to 12 performing dance, 
music, comedy and improv acts, and 
may even include a teacher band. 

“Bring your family, friends and spread 
the word about this great event for an 
even greater cause,” the organizers ask.

A silent auction and snacks for sale 

at intermission will add to the money 
raised through entry fees, with all pro-
ceeds going to the local Syrian Refugee 
Sponsorship Group.

The Salt Spring organization is work-
ing to bring a Syrian family with two 
children and one other individual from 
Syria to join the community. Currently 
the refugees are living in a camp in Tur-
key.

A silent auction to raise funds for the 
Red Cross’ Syrian refugee campaign is 
also underway at Ganges Street Food. 
A number of items have been donat-
ed, including a poncho, wooden jaguar 
mask, vintage Hot Wheels, a lunch box, 
some paintings, a 20,000 BTU counter-
top barbecue and a unicycle.

“We’ve already got a bunch of dif-
ferent things,” said Steve Pateman, the 
campaign’s organizer and a recent arriv-
al from Burnaby.

Pateman decided to establish the 

campaign based on the obvious need 
and a personal connection. Pateman’s 
career in the air force took him around 
the world, including a 1970s peacekeep-
ing tour in the Middle East. His son-
in-law is a Kurdish refugee who came 
to Canada 15 years ago. Pateman now 
has three grandchildren in Esquimalt 
between the ages of three and 11 with 
roots in the war-weary region.

The silent auction will wrap up on 
Saturday, Dec. 19. Until then, Pateman 
asks islanders to consider dropping by 
his shop during regular business hours 
with donations and/or bids.

“Please come by anytime before the 
day of the event if you would like to 
donate some time or if you’d like to 
donate some artwork or any treasures 
that you have that are collecting dust,” 
Pateman said. “This is a great cause and 
it is really important that we do all we 
can to help.”

FILE PHOTO BY ELIZABAETH NOLAN

Tartan creator Barnaby 
Guthrie with now-offi  cial Salt 
Spring tartan.
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Attention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-537-6090

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Attention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-537-6090

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-537-6090

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Attention New Salt Springers! Don't miss your opportunity for a great welcome visit. 
Call Jennifer today for your greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-537-6090

Don't miss your opportunity for a great welcome visit. 
Call Jennifer today for your greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-537-6090         Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition Since 1930

Attention New Salt Springers!

Attention New Salt Springers!

A Canadian Tradition Since 1930

       
TIP OF THE WEEK:

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

According to our Western culture and traditions, December is a time for giving. 
Largely during Sagittarius time, the enthusiasm builds towards Christmas. 
Sagittarius in general and at best reveals characteristics of joviality, gregariousness 
and generosity of spirit. At deeper levels, Sagittarius is concerned with the bigger 
picture, larger visions, philosophy, ethics, principles and the deeper meaning 
and purpose of life in general. Answering these questions generally can lead to 
answers that invariably take on spiritual and religious tones. The basic answer 
is that yes, life does have intrinsic meaning and purpose woven into it. Beyond 
the notion of faith, the clear evidence of this is revealed in our Astrological Birth 
Chart. Our astrology reveals insights, guidance, deep affi rmation and wisdom 
in terms of self-awareness, important choices and life direction and more... Our 
genuine and authentically spiritual purpose in life is to be fully who we are and is 
not all about believing in external theologies or participating in rites and rituals 
alone, as valid as they may be.To become fully self-actualized implies a more 
intimate and refi ned sense of who we are as individuals. With this awareness we 
can be more in-tune and at peace within and also orient ourselves to meaningful 
contributions to others and life in general. This year, give the gift of awareness, 
personal insight, guidance and wisdom. These are the blessings which contribute 
the meaning and purpose we all desire to live a truly fulfi lled and successful life. 
Gift Certifi cates are easy to purchase and can be sent to you by mail or email. 
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
....................................................................................................
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) You are learning 
to see the world as with new eyes. This 
includes seeing a bigger picture yet 
with the details clearly outlined. In some 
respects what you see may be hard to 
take. Endings on relationship fronts may 
especially prove diffi cult. Although rebirth 
follows death, it is the ending process that 
must be endured fi rst. Each phase serves 
its own purpose so give each their time 
and due.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) In this process of 
deep changes occurring within you and/
or in your world, some stages are more 
activated and perhaps challenging than 
others, like now perhaps. Yet sometimes it 
is such diffi cult times that evoke creative 
inspiration and resolve to succeed. The 
time has come to bring the next phase of 
what makes you special into the world. 
The keyword now is vision.
Gemin i  (May 21  –  Jun 21)  New 
commitments on relationship fronts 
remain in the spotlight. A weave of 
practical strategies and spiritual attitudes 
characterize portions of this plot. There 
may even be dashes of love and romance 
mixed in. Yet the focus will shift this week. 
You will be called upon to give more yet. 
Fortunately, you will likely feel more willing 
and able to do just that.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Health is perhaps 
the single most important thing in life. It 
can be attributed to mind, emotions, body 
and soul. Whole health addresses all of 
the above. This is a central theme now in 
your life. Are you as healthy as you would 
like to be? Does denial and complacency 
play roulette with your present and future 
happiness? The only person who really 
needs to know is you.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) A new momentum 
is beginning to build. The cyclic waves 
it implies will continue for many months, 
years even. Yet the turn of the tide has 
begun. Your task now includes having a 
plan and building a realistic foundation. 
This may require returning to the drawing 
table. Focus to get clear and organized 
and you will feel the rush of power and 
enthusiasm you have been dreaming 
about.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Some big shifts 
are occurring close to home. These may 
also be described as activating you at 
core levels. Either way, you are in a good 
position to make some big moves. Your 
leadership potential will shine especially 
as you tap into weaving your broad visions 
with practical and realistic measures. 
Work within at least as much as without so 
your core strengths are activated.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) An extra busy 
cycle continues. Attending to matters on 
a variety of fronts is implied. Balancing 
work with social and cultural activities 
is featured as well. But now you are 
determined to take things to their next 
effective level. You mean business both 
literally and figuratively. Bringing your 
talents and efforts to the fore is fi ne, but 
you need to be rewarded and handsomely 
to remain enthusiastic.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Some big dreams 
and visions that have been brewing in the 
back of your mind for some time have 
now come to the forefront. To succeed 
you may have to make a series of very 
real investments. ‘Paying your dues’ may 
best describe this process. Doing the 
inner work has been necessary and will 
continue. Yet the time has come to explore 
new avenues of possibility.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) Balancing 
an expansive urge with disciplined 
thought and action continues. This may 
well include breaking through limiting 
perspectives. As well, knowing who 
you can count on and who you cannot 
is important. Feeling things out among 
friends and other possible allies remains 
ideal. Now the focus is turning to nurture 
those alliances that feel genuine.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) You may feel 
as though you are undergoing a steady 
process of shedding skins. This can be an 
awkward and uncomfortable process. On 
the other hand, you are already beginning 
to reveal your new skin. This process is 
destined to continue for a while, so be 
patient with it and with you. Be willing to 
share your wisdom yet also be receptive to 
the wise instruction of others too.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Circumstances of 
late are revealing some of your true colors. 
This is a good time to step back and review 
what is going on. At best you are seeing a 
bigger picture, travelling perhaps, in-tune 
with larger affairs in the world and/or 
simply feeling optimistic about the future. Of 
course, you may also be quite aware of the 
plight of humanity. Whatever is happening 
take note to know yourself better.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Your world is 
beginning to open up. However, this 
expansive process comes with the 
sober realization of the efforts, duties 
and responsibilities implied. With your 
ambitions on a steady rise the answers 
you seek are quite simple: concentrate 
and follow through. The time is right to gain 
more exposure, yet do not take anyone or 
anything for granted. You are in something 
of a probationary period.
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Live & Cut Christmas 
Trees Now Available!

✓	Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat sources.  
Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, creating fire hazards.

✓	The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and any 
persons touching a branch could be electrocuted.  Check each set of 
lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, 
or loose connections.  Do not use if damaged.

✓	Burning evergreens in the fireplace can also be hazardous. When dry, 
greens burn like tinder. Flames can flare out of control, and send sparks 
flying into a room, or up the chimney to ignite creosote deposits.

✓	Use non-combustible, flame-resistant and non-leaded metal trimmings.
✓	Avoid wearing loose flowing clothes— particularly long, open sleeves—

near open flames - such as those of a fireplace, stove, or candlelit table.
✓	Artificial snow sprays can irritate lungs if inhaled.  To avoid injury, read 

container labels; follow directions carefully.

Plan for safety.  There is no substitute for common sense.  
Look for and eliminate danger spots near candles, fireplaces, 
trees and/or electrical connections. These are 
some tips taken from the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission:  Holiday 
Decoration Safety Tips.  For more 
information download their brochure 
at: https://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/121347/611.pdf

Capital Regional District

Office Clerk
The Capital Regional District is seeking auxiliary clerical staff 
to assist with term work assignments on Salt Spring Island 
on as-needed bases.  
Your background of skills and experience will ensure that 
you are able to quickly adapt to and become familiar 
with a variety of work assignments, job tasks, and role 
responsibilities.
Candidates will have a minimum of high school graduation, 
preferably supplemented by business or secretarial training, 
plus a minimum of two years directly related clerical/
administrative experience. Documented certification of at 
least 55 wpm typing is required.

To learn more about this exciting opportunity and the 
desired qualifications, please visit our website at  
www.crd.bc.ca, “Careers”.

CHARITABLE GIVING 

Solar cooker gifts aid Lesotho 
Grannies ask islanders 
to support African 
families in need

BY JILL WILLMOTT
S S I  R A G I N G  G R A N N I E S 

Christmas is coming and the 
goose is getting fat; but for just 
a few minutes please don’t think 
of that!

For most Canadians, the win-
ter holiday season is focused 
on sumptuous meals and lavish 
gift-giving, but for a great many 
others around the world life is 
not nearly so comfortable. 

Take, for example, the AIDs-
orphaned children of Lesotho 
and their exhausted care-giving 
grandmothers. For the last 10 
years the Salt Spring Island Rag-
ing Grannies have been trying to 
help these people by raising and 

sending money to fund the Leso-
tho Solar Cooker Project, which 
is managed by Carol Pritchard of 
Quebec. 

Each year Carol pays her own 
expenses and fl ies to Johannes-
burg, where she buys solar cook-
ers, pots and pans and demon-
stration foodstuffs, and trucks it 
all into Lesotho. With the help 
of her contacts there she dem-
onstrates the cooking of three 
kinds of food to the neediest and 
locally chosen grandmothers — 
and occasionally a caregiving 
uncle or grandfather too — and 
then leaves them with the stoves. 

The reaction of these people 
is not only amazement that their 
plentiful sun can be used in this 
way, but enormous appreciation 
for the gift from far-away friends 
which obviates the necessity to 
collect sparse fi rewood or animal 
dung to make their families a hot 

meal. Each year Carol’s reports 
tell us about the joyous singing 
and dancing the grandmothers 
do by way of thanking her and 
their unknown gift-givers. “Kea 
leboha!” (I thank you!) they say 
over and over again.

We invite you to open your 
hearts this holiday season and 
join with us in connecting gift-
giving with the cooking of food, 
and thus support the Lesotho 
Solar Cooker Project. For as Dr. 
Seuss says: “Unless someone like 
you cares a whole lot / Nothing is 
going to get better; it’s not!”

One stove plus everything 
else needed for one family costs 
approximately $130 (Cdn), but 
all donations will be gratefully 
received.

For more information about 
this project please contact me 
at 250-537-8343 or willmott@
mast.queensu.ca. “Kea leboha!”

SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS

Menorah to be lit
Chanukah comes 
to island

Salt Spring Island will be 
warmed once again this 
winter with the Light of 
Chanukah, as one stop of 
public menorah lightings 
touring through the Van-
couver Island region. 

The entire community 
is invited to join in during 
the official lighting cere-
mony of the eight-foot-tall 
public menorah at Cen-
tennial Park on Thursday, 
Dec. 10 at 3:30 p.m. Island-
ers can also enjoy sufgani-
yot (Israeli jelly donuts), 

dreidels, chocolate gelt 
and the sounds of Chanu-
kah music.

Chabad Vancouver 
Island director Rabbi 
Meir Kaplan is planning 
the tour at the invitation 
of provincial and local 
governments. According 
to a press release, the Jew-
ish holiday, also known as 
the Festival of Lights, cele-
brates the triumph of light 
over darkness, purity over 
adulteration and spiritu-
ality over materiality. The 
festival is observed in Jew-
ish homes by the kindling 
of special Chanukah lights 
on each of eight nights. 

The Smiley Dog Grooming Spa 
wishes our customers a 

Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Does Santa know what your dog 
wants for Christmas?

Please join us for a 
Canine Christmas Open House 
Thursday, Dec. 10th 1-5pm, 
101 Byron Road. 

Michelle, Jake, 
Raj & SnoopySanta will be in attendance so 

please bring your cameras. 
See you on the 10th.
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Rita Evans
April 12, 1929 - 

November 24, 2015

At the age of 86 
Rita Evans passed 
peacefully at hospice in 

Victoria, B.C. on Tuesday, 
November 24th after living a 

rich and full life. 
She committed her life to raising a family prior 

to moving to Saltspring Island, then volunteering at 
the Thrift Shop Lady Minto’s and Braehaven Seniors’ 
Home. 

She enjoyed reading a book a day, afternoon walks, 
baking bread and cooking. 

She will be dearly missed by her sons Stephen 
(Shirley), Michael (Jenny), Ross (Julie) and daughter 
Janice, grandson Douglas, and granddaughters Carla 
and Charlotte. 

Rita is now with her late husband Charles, and her 
sisters and brothers celebrating the next stages in the 
afterlife. 

Memorial donations can be made to Saltspring 
Seniors Services Society (in person at 379 Lower 
Ganges Road - across the road from Country Grocer) 
or the Victoria Hospice.

Coping
with
Grief

over the Holidays
exploring ways of coping

with the loss of a loved one

Thurs. Dec. 10th
1:30 - 2:30

Library Program Room
For more info please call

Salt Spring Hospice
250-537-2770

www.saltspringhospice.org
sponsored by presented by

National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women

We invite everyone to attend a

 Candlelight Vigil 
Centennial Park 

Sunday, Dec. 6th, 6:00 pm  
To honour and remember all women who have 

been killed by violence
Sponsored by

Empowering Youth for a Better Tomorrow

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada-
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - Key ring in Town 
Square (Ganges) on Nov. 
26th. If found please drop off 
at the Driftwood Offi ce.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare. 
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money 
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can 
help! 1-888-356-5248.

TRAVEL

SAVE 30% on our Greenland 
and Wild Labrador voyage un-
til December 18, 2015 - See 
Labrador as it was meant to 
be seen - By Sea - Aboard the 
comfortable Ocean Endea-
vour. No extra charge for sin-
gles! Quote community news-
papers! Call tollfree: 1-800-
363-7566 or visit: www.adven-
turecanada.com. (TICO # 
04001400).

DEATHS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

GET FREE vending machines 
can earn $100,000 + per year. 
All cash-locations provided. 
protected territories. Interest 
free fi nancing. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629 Website 
www.tcvend.com

HIP OR knee replacement? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? Disability tax credit 
$2,000 tax credit $20,000 re-
fund. Apply today for assis-
tance: 1-844-453-5372.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

BAND Mgr. sought by Kwakiutl 
Band in Pt. Hardy. Deadline to send 
cover letter, resume and salary ex-
pectation is 4 PM on Dec. 7 to man-
ager@kwakiutl.bc.ca or fax 250-
949-6066. Pls request & review job 
description before applying.

POWELL RIVER & Region 
Transition House Society has 
a job posting for a Stopping 
the Violence Counse-
lor, closing on Dec. 30, 2015. 
Contact: chamberj@telus.net

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HUGE DEMAND for Medical 
Transcriptionists! CanScribe is 
Canada’s top Medical Tran-
scription training school. Learn 
from home and work from 
home. Call today! 1-800-466-
1535. www.canscribe.com or 
info@canscribe.com

START A new career in 
Graphic Arts, Healthcare, 
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a 
GED, call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

WANTED experienced commercial 
tire person for a busy shop in Port 
Coquitlam B.C. Top wages and 
benefi ts paid. Please send resume 
to: tireperson@outlook.com

MEDICAL/DENTAL

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

FULL time litigation paralegal posi-
tion. Minimum three years law offi ce 
experience, must work well under 
pressure, have strong attention to 
detail, and excellent communication 
skills. Competitive salary, benefi ts. 
Apply in confi dence to sabri-
na@candidlegal.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

NEED A loan? Own property? 
Have bad credit? We can help! 
Call toll free 1-866-405-1228 
fi rstandsecondmortgages.ca

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

AUCTIONS
WWW.KWIKAUCTIONS.COM - 
Weekly Restaurant Equipment Auc-
tions. Coming up December 5 & 6 - 
1000 Lots 2015 Brand New Equip-
ment Liquidation, Refrigeration, 
Cooking Equipment, Plates, Glass-
ware, Smallwares, Used Equip-
ment, Contents of Buffet Hall, Large 
Hotel Restaurant, Cold Stone 
Creamery, Coffee Shop - www.Kwi-
kAuctions.com, Burnaby

COMING EVENTS

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

United Church Hall, Hereford 
Ave. NDP Christmas Bazaar, 
Sat. Dec 5, 9am - 1pm. Christ-
mas baking, attic treasures, 
books & gift items.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

ROMANCE Your Christmas
Local BC Adult Retailer

Shop Online Now & Receive 
25% OFF! www.shagg.ca

STEEL BUILDING sale.”Real-
ly big sale-year end clear out!” 
21x22 $5,190 25x24 $5,988 
27x28 $7,498 30x32 $8,646 
35x34 $11,844 42x54 
$16,386. One end wall includ-
ed. Pioneer Steel 1-800-668-
5422 www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

HOMES FOR RENT

2BDRM OCEANVIEW, North 
Island, spacious., well main-
tained, 1-1/2 baths, Wood 
stove & FP, lg. yard, Gardener 
incl., NS, NP,  $1,500/mo Call: 
Bryan at 250 537-6750

3 BDRM MOBILE HOME on 
10 acres, 2 baths, FP, W/D, 
gardening area, large deck. 
$1050/mo. Available Nov. 1st. 
Call: 250 537-6860

COMING EVENTS

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

Affordable, Convenient 
Living in downtown 
Beautiful, Natural 

Qualicum Beach, BC.
share totally re-modeled 3
bdrm Rancher. Dogs wel-
come. ✱Quality Living for
any Family, Student or Retir-
ee. Single, $575/each, all in-
clusive.  Call Barrie, 250-
816-1946.

STORAGE

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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Home. 
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baking bread and cooking. 
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Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  
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All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  
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DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch
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www.bcclassified.com
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bcclassified.com
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From the feedback received at the 
open houses this summer, draft schedules for 
the Southern Gulf Islands have been revised.

Your feedback on these revisions matter, and customers 
are invited to participate in an online Customer Feedback 
Survey to help shape service for the following routes:

Tsawwassen to/from Pender Island, Mayne Island,  
Saturna Island, Galiano Island, and Salt Spring Island

Swartz Bay to/from Pender Island, Mayne Island,  
Saturna Island, and Galiano Island

Inter-Island travel between Pender Island, Mayne Island, 
Saturna Island, Galiano Island, and Salt Spring Island

Please participate by visiting bcferries.com between 
November 23 and December 14, 2015.

For more information, visit us online, call 1-888 BC FERRY 
(223-3779) or email sgischeduling@bcferries.com.

We want to hear from you...

Southern Gulf Islands Scheduling
BC FERRIES SOUTHERN GULF 
ISLANDS SCHEDULING PROCESS

BC Ferries will be introducing two new 
Salish Class vessels, fuelled by LNG, in 
the Southern Gulf Islands region in 
2017. These sister-ships will allow us 
to better match capacity with demand, 
while contributing to fare affordability 
and sustainability. Between Tsawwas-
sen and the Gulf Islands, BC Ferries will 
operate a smaller, more efficient vessel 
in the winter when demand for ferry 
travel is lower. From springtime to early 
autumn, we will increase to two vessels, 
which allows us to provide more service 
and greater capacity at the times of the 
year that it’s needed most.  

The upcoming introduction of the 
Salish Eagle and the Salish Raven into 
service is an opportunity to revisit the 
sailing schedules for the area. BC Ferries 
is continuing with Phase Two of our 
Southern Gulf Islands schedule review 
in our continued effort to better align 
customers’ needs, while balancing 
capacity with demand and the season-
ality of ferry travel.

WORK TO DATE – PHASE ONE AND TWO

We conducted Phase One of our South-
ern Gulf Islands schedule process in the 
spring. To understand the needs of our 
customers, we conducted a web survey. 
Phase Two started in the summer with 
public open houses on each of the five 
Southern Gulf Islands served by BC 
Ferries, as well as in Sidney and Rich-
mond. These sessions were attended 
by over 1,000 participants and pro-
vided customers with the opportunity 
to give their feedback on the schedule 
options we presented. 

While we’ve done a great deal of 

analysis and traffic modelling, we know 
that getting our customers’ input is just 
as important. Trying to balance the 
competing wants and needs of five 
islands (Salt Spring, Galiano, Pender, 
Mayne and Saturna) is a challenge and 
requires careful consideration before 
making any adjustments.

FEEDBACK FROM THE PUBLIC OPEN 
HOUSES AND WEB SURVEYS

While we heard from many people that 
the increased frequency of connections 
to Tsawwassen with the schedule 
options presented would be a positive 
change, we also heard loud and clear 
that customers did not prefer the pro-
posed schedules from outer-islands to 
Swartz Bay, or the proposed changes to 
inter-island connections. Some said the 
draft schedules, which allowed less time 
for commuters, appointments and shop-
ping in Victoria, were not as convenient 
as the current schedules. We also heard 
that many businesses rely on the current 
schedules and change for them would 
be difficult.

YOU SPOKE AND WE LISTENED – 
DRAFT SCHEDULES CHANGED BASED 
ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Based on the valuable feedback we’ve 
received, BC Ferries has made additional 
adjustments to the draft schedules. The 
schedules now being presented support 
our customers’ desire for sailing times 
and routing that more closely model the 
current schedules, with added improve-
ments we believe ferry users will ap-
preciate. We are striving to preserve 
many of the benefits of the schedules 
presented at the public open houses, 
while also addressing concerns raised 
at those meetings.

Highlights of the updated draft 
schedules include:

•  The off-peak schedules are similar to 
current service. 

•  In the shoulder seasons, weekend 
service will be increased with the 
second new Salish Class vessel. 

•  In the peak season, there will be more 
sailing opportunities while maintain-
ing inter-island connections on week-
days, as well as improvements from 
Tsawwassen to the Southern Gulf 
Islands on weekends. 

WE NEED YOUR CONTINUED 
PARTICIPATION – PHASE TWO

To view the draft schedules and to 
complete the Customer Feedback Survey, 
please visit bcferries.com. The survey will 
be made available online between  
November 23 and December 14, 2015. 
After we analyze the results of the Phase 
2 survey, we will communicate the new 
Southern Gulf Island schedules with a 
Phase 3 survey. We expect to finalize the 
schedules in the spring of 2016, for 
implementation in the spring of 2017, 
when the new Salish Class vessels  
enter service.

BC Ferries thanks our customers for 
their continued participation in this 
scheduling process. The Southern Gulf 
Islands service is an extremely complex 
network and with two new vessels 
coming into service in 2017, it’s impor-
tant to take this opportunity to help 
us shape our service. We understand 
the vital role BC Ferries plays in main-
taining the quality of life of people 
who live and work on the islands, and 
how you count on us to facilitate the 
delivery of commercial goods critical 
to residents and local economies.

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island.

If you have 
information on any 

of our streets, 
please contact 

us at: 
250-537-9933 or 

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring 
Island.

If you have 
information on any 
of our streets, 
please contact 
us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

If you have information 
on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on 
any of our streets, please
contact us at: 250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for material for 
his column, 
Streets of Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for material for 
his column, 

Streets of Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of 
our streets, please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on any of our 
streets, please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on any of our 
streets, please contact us at: 

250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information 
on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking 
for material for his 
column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island
If you have information 

on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 

250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

sports&recreationrecreationrecreation
MEN’S SOCCER

Old Boys avenge cruel Gordon Head loss
Fifth-string keeper 
records victory

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Sunday was a glorious morn-
ing at Portlock for the Old Boys 
to exact revenge against the 
Gordon Head Gunners for a 
game earlier in the season. 

Crowd conversation centered 
on whether it was good to see 
the return of Andrew Haigh 
from his World Cup of Hockey 
tryouts; Doug Fraser’s attempts 
to fill Jim Witherspoon’s vacant 
spot in goals; and the poten-
tial for the promised cooler of 
Lorna Walde’s famous pies to 
turn up.

Rita Tweddle, a longstanding 
Old Boys’ season ticket holder, 
made her presence felt to the 
crowd by indicating “I’ve paid 
good money for these seats. 
And if you don’t move you’ll not 
get a sweetie at half time.” The 
crowd parted like the Red Sea.

D o u g  F r a s e r  j u d g e d  a n 
early shot well.  All  pressure 
was provided by the Old Boys 
with Donny Brown providing 
a well-executed move out of 
defence to Rainer Funk to Ben 
Cooper. Close but no sausage 
roll  (a healthier cliché than 
“cigar”).

Charley Mayer, picking up 
an errant goal kick, fed the ball 
into the middle, where Mike 
McCormick and Dave Toynbee 
scrambled to return the ball to 
the ever-eager Mayer, whose 
cross-goal pass eluded Funk. 
(Incidentally, Mayer passed a 
mandatory drug test, though 

the team physician confiscated 
his deep heat muscle rub.)

If  this was a play-by-play 
r e p o r t i n g  i t  w o u l d  r e a d : 
“McCor mick chips,  shoots, 
dribbles or heads into the goal-
keeper’s arms, past the post or 
over the crossbar for much of 
the first half and much of the 
second half. McCormick’s col-
leagues tried to help with his 
goal drought to no avail.”   

The McCormick syndrome 
was passed on to his team with 
a frightening virulency. Mark 
Aston and David Eadie missed 
chances to open the scoring, 
but it was a near miss on the 
break that  spurred the Old 
Boys on. GK Fraser, rushing 
out to thwart a Gunners attack, 
turned defence into attack 
with Toynbee taking a Cooper 
pass to shoot confidently to the 
keeper’s left for a 1-0 lead.

Alas our growing confidence 
in Fraser’s abilities between 
the goal posts may have been 
premature. A simple Gordon 
Head shot slipped through his 

hands to tie the score at one.
Confidence was immediately 

restored after a clearance by 
Fraser connected with a Funk 
cross to Aston, who swiftly 
restored the Old Boys’ lead at 
2-1.

The match’s second half saw 
a rerun of the first, with McCor-
mick obviously on a mission to 
set some sort of record for an 
Old Boys striker.

T h e  G u n n e r s  c o n t i n u e d 
to threaten an equalizer at 
a corner when one of them, 
Toynbee-esque like, thighed 
sky high over the bar from six 
metres out.

McCormick did score the 
winning goal and made most 
of the headlines in a 4-2 victo-
ry, but mention must be made 
of the contributions of Aston 
(two goals) and Toynbee (one 
goal) and a stout defence back-
stopped by debutant Fraser. 

The Old Boys’ next game is 
against the Vic Athletics on 
Sunday, Dec. 6 with the loca-
tion yet to be determined.

250.537.9917 #6-121 McPhillips Ave
applephoto@saltspring.com
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