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IN CHARACTER: Author Valentina Atton from Pender Island entertains West of the Moon store patrons in Ganges on Saturday after-
noon while promoting her children’s book called Owl’s Dream. 

Fulford upgrade pushed ahead
Major terminal improvement gets green light

May makes 
gaffe during
press dinner
Attempt at ‘edgy’ routine by 
islands’ MP falls fl at

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth 
Ma y  s h o c k e d  m a n y  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  
Canadians and those in the room when 
she attempted to deliver an “edgy” 
speech at a Canadian Parliamentary 
Press Gallery dinner in Ottawa on Sat-
urday night.

Media reports and video footage of 
the event reveal several cringe-worthy 
moments, as the normally graceful May 
dropped curses and insulted her peers.

“Omar Khadr, you’ve got more class 
than the whole f---ing cabinet, thank 
you,” May said over the theme song to 
the 1970s TV show Welcome Back Kot-
ter, while one of the cabinet members 
in question, Transport Minister Lisa 
Raitt, attempted to pull her away from 
the podium.

May was referring to Khadr’s composed 
responses to media questions which he 
fi elded after he was released on bail from 
an Alberta prison last week. He has spent 
the last 13 years imprisoned after being 
convicted in the U.S. of killing an Ameri-
can soldier in Afghanistan in 2002. 

May apologized for the incident on 
Sunday and elaborated the next day.

“I was trying, and obviously failing 
badly, at delivering something a bit 
edgy, and in hindsight, I should have 
realized that having travelled so much 
in the previous 48 hours that I was 
probably too sleep deprived to pull it 
off properly,” May told CBC Morning 
show host Heather Hiscox on Monday.
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Plans to expand and improve BC Fer-
ries’ Fulford terminal have been accelerated 
by more than a decade, with a new project 
approved by executives expected to be com-
pleted by 2018 or 2019.

BC Ferries’ director of strategic planning 
Dave Hendry announced the news during a 
public meeting between ferry executives and 
the Salt Spring Ferry Advisory Committee last 

Wednesday. The plan includes adding fi ll to 
Fulford Harbour and extending the terminal 
compound to allow space for 145 vehicles 
plus a bus stop and turnaround, and a pas-
senger pick-up/drop-off area. 

“The beauty of this is it provides all the 
amenities we’ve been looking for,” said FAC 
chair Harold Swierenga.

“I think from our perspective it’s a huge 
improvement . . . The downside is it will be 
another three years before it’s enacted, but I 

think people will be patient to get something 
this good.” 

The project moves ahead on BC Ferries’ 
original timeline for the area. A master plan 
presented in July 2011 started with the short-
term solution of developing Ministry of Trans-
portation and Infrastructure right-of-way on 
Fulford-Ganges Road as a holding lane, with a 
marked shoulder for pedestrians. 

May 16 to 22

ELIZABETH MAY  continued on   7FULFORD TERMINAL  continued on  2
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Capital Regional District

Local Utility Operator
The Capital Regional District is seeking an auxiliary Local 
Utility Operator on Galiano Island to assist with the operation 
of small water systems.  Must hold a BC EOCP Small Water 
Systems certification supplemented by one year of relevant 
work experience. Due to operational requirements, the 
incumbent must reside on Galiano Island.  This position will 
work approximately 12 hours bi-weekly and is compensated 
at $27.47 per hour plus 13% in lieu of benefits. 
Closing Date: May 19, 2015

Clerk Typist 4
The Capital Regional District is seeking a Clerk Typist 4 to 
perform skilled and administrative duties relating to the 
day-to-day operation of our Building Inspection office on 
Pender Island.  

Preferred candidates will have a high school diploma, 
or equivalent, supplemented by office or business 
administration courses, plus a minimum of two years’ 
experience working in a progressively responsible clerical/
administrative position with a government agency or large 
organization.  
Closing Date: May 18, 2015

For complete job descriptions, qualifications and instructions 
on how to apply, please visit www.crd.bc.ca 

Road widening project abandoned for Fulford hill
Work was intended to begin as early as spring 

2013.
Hendry said BC Ferries had been trying to 

work out phase one for five years, but the plan 
had become too complicated, with costs pro-
jected to be at least 10 times the original esti-
mate.

“It wasn’t supposed to be a sizable project; it 
wasn’t supposed to be a costly project,” he said.

“Really what we got to was instead of hav-
ing two projects over a 25-year horizon, was to 
collapse them and have one expanded project 
[that would be] a better investment.”

Many factors contributed to the demise of 
phase one. Property rights with several res-
idents had to be negotiated, driveways on 
Fulford-Ganges Road would have become 
steeper and a rock retaining wall needed to be 
installed. MoTI had agreed to partner on the 
project, but the turn going downhill toward 
the terminal was an issue for large commercial 
trucks and didn’t meet ministry standards. As 
well, the need to replace a Fulford Water Dis-
trict waterline under the road and the discus-
sion of how costs could be shared was rolled 
into the project.

Also at issue was the capacity to build a 
sidewalk or multi-use lane for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Early plans included provisions 
for the former but ignored the latter, with 

safer alternatives suggested by Island Path-
ways. As time went on, MoTI reported there 
would not be space for even a sidewalk.

Local Trust Committee members George 
Grams and Peter Groves are among those 
who pressured BC Ferries to come up with a 
better solution, writing a letter to the corpora-
tion during their first term as trustees.

Grove, who attended Wednesday’s meet-
ing, said afterward the LTC supports the 
change and is “very pleased with the out-
come.”

“I think it’s wonderful and it’s been a long 
time coming, and it’s what we’ve been want-
ing,” Grove said.

“I do have concerns about the road going 
down to the dock,” he added. “We do need a 

pathway for pedestrians and cyclists, but that 
can’t really be addressed until the new terminal 
is complete.”

Swierenga noted that providing the “des-
perately needed sidewalk” will now be MoTI’s 
responsibility.

BC Ferries’ new plan for the terminal removes 
the need to create a holding lane on the road, as 
all ferry traffic will be located within the termi-
nal space. The concept also includes space for 
staff parking and short-term customer parking.

In order to move ahead, the corporation will 
need permission from the Ministry of Environ-
ment to add fill, and to work with the Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring Island. It will also have 
to acquire one property that is adjacent to the 
current terminal.

PROVINCIAL COURT 

Former bartender pleads guilty to theft
Conditional sentence  
and community support

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A provincial court judge has 
ordered a former island resident to 
repay more than $4,000 in stolen 
funds to the Salt Spring branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion and perform 
50 hours of community service.

Melissa Poulsen pleaded guilty 
Monday in Ganges Provincial Court 
to theft under $5,000. The charge 
results from a series of crimes com-
mitted while she was employed as 
the Legion’s head bartender between 
August 2013 and January 2014. 
Poulsen was linked to the thefts 
based on surveillance video that 
shows her taking money from the 
cash box linked to the bar’s lottery 
ticket machine.

“It wasn’t a single spontaneous 
occurrence,” said Crown counsel 
Peter Benning. 

Court heard the thefts occurred 
during a time when Legion finances 
were reported to have been in tur-
moil as a result of allegedly poor 
management, which is no longer the 
case. Though Poulsen admitted to 
stealing $4,134.85, up to $6,621 was 
reported unaccounted for.

“She would take $50 here, $75 
there, sometimes a few hundred dol-
lars,” said defence counsel Tybring 
Hemphill. “There was so much 
chaos in the finances of the Legion at 
the time that this issue managed to 
keep going.”

He added that it had become rou-
tine for some Legion employees to 
take money from the lottery cash to 
top up the bar’s main cash.

“Obviously, Ms. Poulsen took extra 
money out as well.”

Judge Robert Higinbotham cited 
strong community support, exem-
plary post-offence behaviour, an 
absence of any criminal record and 
Poulsen’s early admission to the 
crime among the reasons for his 

decision to issue a conditional sen-
tence.

Higinbotham further sympa-
thized with Hemphill’s assertion that 
Poulsen suffered from a “conflation 
of financial and emotional issues” at 
the time of the incidents.

“I understand that many people 
are upset but, in spite of that, many 
people who were affected came to 
your support,” Higinbotham said. 

Poulsen, 37, will not have a crimi-
nal record if she is able to comply 
with conditions of her 18-month 
sentence. She has agreed to repay 
the money within two months and 
attend counselling as directed. 
Poulsen will serve the community 
service portion of her sentence in 
Sidney, where she and her daughter 
have lived for the past year.

Routine patrol nabs LSD tabs
Court commended a Salt Spring 

Island family man’s effort to rebuild 
his life after police caught him with 
50 tabs of LSD in September 2014.

“He is very embarrassed by the 
decision and is doing everything to 
keep his life on the proper track,” 
said defence counsel Tybring Hemp-
hill, who described the incident as a 
momentary lapse in judgement.

Police approached Clive Penney 
after they spotted him smoking what 
appeared to be marijuana while they 
were on a routine foot patrol in Cen-
tennial Park. Penney tossed the joint, 
which police were unable to find, 
but a subsequent search revealed 
Penney had 50 tabs of LSD in his 
possession.

Judge Robert Higinbotham issued 
Penney a 12-month conditional sen-
tence after the 45-year-old pleaded 
guilty to possession of a controlled 
substance.

Higinbotham said Penney’s lack 
of any prior convictions, apparent 
rehabilitation and supportive family 
justified the sentence, which carries 
a requirement to attend counselling 
as directed and perform community 
service.

PARKS & REC 

Centennial surveillance plan put on hold
PARC explores solar-
powered pool

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Com-
mission members have postponed con-
sideration of surveillance cameras in Cen-
tennial Park until more information about 
park revitalization efforts are known later 
this year.

The decision follows research by PARC 
manager Dan Ovington into Capital 
Regional District requirements to imple-
ment surveillance in public areas.

“The CRD policy has changed quite 
drastically as far as what they are requir-
ing for CRD facilities and outdoor areas in 
order to have surveillance,” he told com-
missioners on Monday evening.

Among those requirements, he said, is 
completion of a privacy impact study.

Ovington said the five months required 
to complete the analysis would collide 
with plans to redesign Centennial Park. 
The redesign work will examine sightlines, 
lighting and other factors that could have 
an effect on the safety of park visitors.

“Maybe this is something that comes 

after that or as part of that [redesign and 
assessment process], because I would 
hate for us to do something, then, in a few 
months, have something that doesn’t fit the 
new layout of the park,” Ovington said. 

Commissioners agreed to adopt a wait-
and-see approach. Jon Suk, PARC chair, 
said ongoing illegal activity in the park — 
such as public drunkenness and drug deal-
ing — is a societal problem faced by com-
munities across the province. 

“I urge everyone to have faith as we work 
through this issue and engage the commu-
nity,” Suk said. “I don’t think we can solve 
all the ills of society; we’re just a part of the 
solution, but it’s felt like we’ve been trying 
to solve societal issues within the context of 
our commission.

PARC obtains solar analysis
PARC members will keep an open mind 

about energy-conservation measures 
while researching grant opportunities fol-
lowing the release of a report that looks at 
the impact of installing solar panels at the 
Rainbow Road Pool.

According to the study presented at 
Monday evening’s PARC meeting, pay-
back on a photovoltaic system would take 
approximately three decades at current 

electricity rates.
“In order for us to do that it would take 

about $60,000 and would take us about 30 
years to see that money back,” Ovington 
said. “If we could find some other funding 
sources it might make our return on invest-
ment come a little bit sooner.”

New fee structure approved 
Market vendors, buskers and other 

users of PARC facilities can expect mod-
est increases for most fees effective Jan. 1, 
2016.

“We are still very below the average cost 
for comparative markets,” said PARC man-
ager Dan Ovington. “So we’re just slowly 
trying to bring those back in line with other 
markets.”

Whereas most market vendors and facil-
ity users will notice increases of a few dol-
lars, buskers stand to feel the brunt of the 
new fee structure.

Costs for a busker spot at the Saturday 
Market will increase from $1 per season to 
$7.25 per year. Ovington said the increase is 
needed to cover the $600 annual fee PARC 
pays to the Society of Composers, Authors 
and Music Publishers of Canada to cover 
royalty payments on copyrighted material 
performed by buskers at the market.

FULFORD TERMINAL 
continued from 1
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Newsbeat Heads up!
May Long Weekend: 
It’s going to be a busy one: Soccer, sailing, art 
gallery shows & talks and the SSNAP auction  

Falcon Farm 
sets dinner 
plates

 Back by popular demand, 
the Salt Spring Agricultural 
Alliance is organizing another 
series of long-table dinners on 

local farms where participants 
can meet the farmer and 
enjoy some of the best food 
the island has to offer.  

The first event this year 
will be hosted this Saturday, 
May 16 by Kerry Lee of Falcon 
Farm with ingredients sup-
plied by Cam and Vera Rob-
inson of Hope Hill Farm. The 

Robinsons rent the pasture 
land at Falcon Farm and the 
two farms are collaborating  
to raise funds to support the 
Salt Spring abattoir. 

More information is avail-
able from plantofarm.org; 
annemacey@shaw.ca or 250-
537-5511. Only advance tick-
ets are available. 

Harper gets 
musical focus

On Friday, May 22, at 
7:30 p.m., James Gordon 
will present his one-man 
play Stephen Harper: the 
Musical at the Fulford Hall.  

Gordon’s fourth one-

man show examines the 
federal  polit ical  scene 
–– with attitude.  He uses 
songs, rants, visuals, pup-
pets,  and presents the 
prime minister in the form 
of a ventriloquist’s dummy.  
This play is meant to make 
audiences laugh, but it 
also reveals disturbing 

behaviour by Canada’s fed-
eral government. 

Tickets  are available 
a t  t h e  A r t Sp r i n g  b o x 
office, online from the 
ArtSpring website  and 
at the door.  Students are 
welcome at half price.  For 
more information, phone 
250-537-5347.
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HEALTH

Ganges village marijuana dispensary opens doors
Quiet operation avoids 
complaints

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The activity taking place inside 
Leaf Compassion, Salt Spring’s first 
storefront marijuana outlet, is so low 
profile that many neighbouring busi-
ness owners weren’t aware the shop 
had opened as of last week. 

The frosted windows and screened 
shop area project a more subtle sales 
arrangement than the usual retail 
display, although proprietor Kyle 
Cheyne isn’t trying to hide what he’s 
offering. Despite the law that makes 
medical marijuana available only by 
mail, he’s putting his belief in his work 
directly on the line.

“Cannabis is an amazing medi-
cine, and there are lots of benefits 
when it comes to using it,” Cheyne 
said.

“I can get charged, I can get thrown 
in jail — I’ve known this for four years 
now. We need people to stand up for 
an organic medicine. I’m willing to 
do it.”

Four years is how long Cheyne has 
worked in marijuana dispensaries 
in Victoria, as a manager of another 
shop and then opening Leaf Com-
passion Society’s first branch last 
year. He said he doesn’t have a crimi-
nal record and so far has never been 
charged for his work at the shops 
advising customers and supplying 
dried marijuana and products.

Although there are no Canadian 
studies to support their claims, users 
have found ease from cancer symp-
toms, epilepsy, depression, anxiety 
and arthritis, among other condi-
tions. For those who don’t wish to 

experience the psychoactive proper-
ties of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), 
capsules and other products whose 
active ingredient is cannibidiol (CBD) 
are a popular choice. There are also 
cannabis oils, butter, tinctures and 
teas. 

Cheyne has signed a three-year 
lease on the McPhillips Avenue shop, 
with plans to add a members-only 
lounge to the existing clinic space. 
Visitors to the operation as it stands 
now will be met by a receptionist 
who takes down information from 
those who are interested in becom-
ing members. Minors are strictly for-
bidden; those who proceed to the 
dispensary in back must show their 
membership card and government 
ID each time.

Staff may turn away prospective 
members if they are already taking 
pharmaceuticals with known contra-
indications, or at least suggest they 
speak to a doctor first.

“We’re also not going to give peo-
ple a membership if they just want to 
get high,” Cheyne said.

He noted some people don’t know 
why they are self-medicating and dis-
cussion with the trained personnel 
can tease that out.

While Cheyne claims he had 
obtained the full support of the busi-
ness community before opening the 
doors on May 1, some of his clos-
est neighbours directly across the 
street, including the owners of Salt 
Spring Books, North End Fitness and 
TJ Beans, said they were never con-
tacted. 

The latter two said they don’t have 
any complaints so far, though, and 
the Salt Spring Chamber of Com-
merce has not received any commu-
nication on the matter.

“There is some concern if you think 
about it, with the Core Inn youth cen-
tre on that street and the library on 
that street,” said TJ Beans co-owner 
Tim O’Connor. “But it hasn’t changed 
the composition of who’s here at all.”

Part-time islander Pamela McColl 
is one of the people who opposes 
dispensaries, on Salt Spring or any-
where else. She is the author of sev-
eral anti-smoking books and a board 
member with Smart Approaches 
to Marijuana Canada (SAMC), an 
organization that opposes legaliza-
tion for recreational uses. McColl 
points out that storefront sales are 
still illegal, a fact that was recently 
underlined by federal health minis-
ter Rona Ambrose. 

Ambrose issued a strong response 
when the City of Vancouver, where 
there are an estimated 90 dispensa-

ries in operation, proposed regulat-
ing shops by charging $35,000 a year 
for a business licence and imposing 
restrictions about where dispensa-
ries can be located.

“Legitimizing and normalizing 
the use and sale of marijuana can 
only have one effect: increasing mar-
ijuana use and addiction,” Ambrose 
wrote in a letter to Vancouver Mayor 
Gregor Robinson dated April 23.

“[The] regulations are clear and 
do not provide municipalities with 
the authority to legitimize the com-
mercial sale of marijuana, which 
remains an illegal substance. Store-
fronts and dispensaries do not oper-
ate within a ‘grey zone,’ and the law 
is clear: they are illegal.”

The City of Victoria has since 
made moves to follow Vancouver’s 
lead, although staff had recom-

mended otherwise. Robert Wood-
land, director of legislative and regu-
latory services, released a report on 
the situation in advance of Victoria 
City Council’s Governance and Pri-
orities Committee meeting on May 
8. He reported the number of mari-
juana-related businesses went from 
just four on April 1, 2014 to 18 as of 
April 15, 2015.

Woodland outlined a potential 
community impact that included 
complaints to police and bylaw 
enforcement officers, nuisances 
to other nearby businesses, odour, 
food safety and other health issues, 
and exposure to youth.

“VicPD is also concerned about 
the possible infiltration of organized 
crime and the lack of effective or rea-
sonable security measures at these 
businesses for both the protection 
of employees and robbery preven-
tion,” he wrote.

Woodland presented three 
options for council to consider: 
keeping the status quo, enforcing 
bylaws and possibly undertaking 
legal action, or moving toward regu-
lation along the lines of Vancouver, 
with the second option his recom-
mended course of action. The com-
mittee (which includes all Victo-
ria City Council members) voted 
instead for option three.

Salt Spring does not currently 
have the apparatus for regulation, 
but Cheyne is optimistic that things 
are changing for the better in B.C. 
In any case, he intends to keep his 
doors open unless he physically 
can’t open them because he’s behind 
bars.

“I’m here to help people. They can 
do what they want — they can’t shut 
me down,” he said.

photo by Sean McIntyre

Kyle Cheyne of the Leaf Compassion Society displays some of the wares 
at his Ganges outlet.
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Public notice is hereby given that the assent of the electors is required with regard to Bylaw No. 4008, “Magic Lake  
Estates Wastewater System Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2015”.
Qualified electors of the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local Service Area located on North Pender Island within the 
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area, will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, June 27, 2015:

Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District (CRD) Board adopting Bylaw No. 4008, “Magic Lake Estates 
Wastewater System Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2015” authorizing the Capital Regional District to borrow 
an amount up to but not to exceed SIX MILLION FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($6,050,000) for the purpose of 
administering, planning, designing, acquiring and constructing the capital renewal and upgrade of the Magic 
Lake Estates Wastewater System.
YES or NO?

Scrutineers
Applications to act as a scrutineer for those organizations for and against Bylaw No. 4008 shall be received at the 
offices of the Capital Regional District (CRD), PO Box 1000, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6 between 8:30 
am and 4:30 pm from Wednesday, May 20, 2015 until Friday, May 29, 2015.  Application forms and information 
on the requirements and procedures for making an application are available at the CRD by telephoning toll free 
1.800.663.4425 local 3642 or 250.360.3642 or at the address noted above.

List of Registered Electors
Beginning Wednesday, May 13, 2015 until Friday, May 29, 2015 a copy of the List of Registered Electors for North 
Pender Island will be available, upon signature, for public inspection at the CRD offices listed below, Monday to 
Friday, except statutory holidays.  You may also call CRD Legislative and Information Services, telephone toll free 
1.800.663.4425 local 3642 or 250.360.3642 to enquire whether your name is on the list.
•  CRD Building Inspection, 4605 Bedwell Harbour Road, Pender Island, BC, 8:30 am-noon
•  CRD Legislative & Information Services, 5th Floor, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC, 8:30 am-4:30 pm

Notice of Advance Voter Registration for Non-Resident Electors Only
Advance Voter Registration closes on Friday, May 29, 2015 for the List of Registered Non-Resident Property Electors for 
North Pender Island.  Please note that the CRD will be using the Provincial Voters List for Resident Electors in the CRD.
Voter qualifications are set out below.  You may also register on voting day if you meet these qualifications:  You are 
entitled to vote as a Resident Elector or Non-Resident Property Elector if you: are 18 years or older on voting day 
(June 27, 2015), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for six months, and either:
•   have resided in the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local Service Area located on North Pender Island within the 

Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area for 30 days; (If registering as a Resident Elector on voting day, you must provide 
two documents proving identity and residency, one of which must have a signature); OR

•   have owned and held registered title to property within the boundaries of the Magic Lake Estates Sewage Local 
Service Area for 30 days and do not qualify as a Resident Elector. If registering as a Non-Resident Property Elector 
on voting day, you must provide the following information:

•   a recent land title registration of the real property or a property tax notice, which will show the names of all the 
registered owners; and

•  2 pieces of identification (one of which must have a signature), and
•   in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form signed by the majority of the 

owners designating you as the person entitled to vote for the property.
For more information about registering as a Resident Elector or a Non-Resident Property Elector, call Toll Free  
1.800.663.4425 local 3642 or 250.360.3642. 
Dated this 11th day of May, 2015
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer

Capital Regional District
Notice of Application to Volunteer as a Scrutineer & Advance Voter Registration
Magic Lake Estates Wastewater Assent Voting

LAND USE 

Parkland deal stirs controversy between PARC and Trust
Salt Spring LTC defends 
Burgoyne Valley decision

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission wants to know why 
Local Trust Committee members 
ignored recommendations from 
PARC and Islands Trust staff in a deci-
sion it says gives considerable con-
cessions to developers of a south-end 
subdivision.

According to the province’s Local 
Government Act, a land subdivision 
must provide community parkland 
or a cash equivalent of up to five per 
cent of the land’s value. In the case of 
a Burgoyne Valley property that came 
before the LTC in March, Trust staff 
and PARC recommended the devel-
oper provide cash-in-lieu amounting 
to nearly $44,000, a value equivalent 
to five per cent of the subject prop-
erty’s market value.

During the meeting, trustees asked 

the developer provide a $17,500 cash-
in-lieu contribution for community 
parkland. The revised value repre-
sents two per cent of the property’s 
overall value and approximately four 
per cent of the subdivided portion of 
the split-zoned property.

“While the PARC recognizes that 
the LTC has jurisdiction to require 
parkland or cash-in-lieu at the time 
of subdivision and may accept dedi-
cation of less than five per cent where 
other community benefits are being 
provided, we fail to see any com-
munity benefits that will accrue as 
a result of the subdivision,” reads a 
letter to the Trust signed by PARC 
chair Jon Suk and Salt Spring Capi-
tal Regional District director Wayne 
McIntyre.

McIntyre and Suk expressed disap-
pointment with trustees’ failure to 
discuss the matter more thoroughly 
with PARC and the LTC’s decision to 
charge the developer an amount less 
than five per cent of the subject prop-
erty’s market value.

“These types of concessions could 
be construed as providing assistance 
to business or a developer,” McIntyre 
and Suk state in the letter.

PARC and the CRD say the LTC’s 
decision fails to respect the island’s 
official community plan and jeopar-
dizes creation of community park-
land for all islanders to enjoy.

“Exempting lands from parkland 
dedication can be seen as a commu-
nity detriment when parks play a role 
in attracting people to the area; and 
when it has been the community’s 
number one priority to acquire land 

for playing field development,” reads 
the letter.

McIntyre and Suk also write that the 
recent parkland incident highlights an 
absence of any official policy or “fair 
formula” to ensure consistency when 
deciding parkland dedications.

PARC will present a formal delega-
tion at the LTC’s May 14 meeting to 
clarify how Salt Spring’s LTC deter-
mines the appropriate value for park-
land dedications.

When asked to explain the LTC’s 
decision, trustee George Grams said: 
“Quite simply, I was persuaded by the 
arguments offered by the applicants.”

Information that accompanied 
Fulford Creek Holdings’ application 
for a seven-lot subdivision outlines 
the property owners’ goal to create 
a “conservation subdivision” based 
on social, ecological, economic and 
agricultural objectives.

“Our intent is to provide affordable 
land for farmers, to protect ecological 
values, to limit the project’s carbon 
footprint with green building design 

principles and to offer a diversity of 
housing for islanders with a range 
of income levels,” reads a document 
given to trustees by Elizabeth White 
on behalf of Fulford Creek Holdings.

The Agricultural Land Commis-
sion approved the 67-acre property’s 
subdivision proposal in 2012.

Salt Spring LTC member Peter 
Grove said the LTC’s decision was 
based exclusively on the land being 
subdivided for residential use, rather 
than the property’s ALR portion. He 
said the proposal upholds sustain-
able practices by encouraging farm-
ing and local food production.

“It seemed appropriate to support 
such a concept and not charge the 
higher amount,” he said. “I am sorry 
that PARC was disappointed by our 
decision. In hindsight, it would have 
been appropriate to discuss it further 
with them. Had we done so, I am 
sure they would have agreed with our 
conclusions, which were made with 
the best interests of our community 
at heart.”

HEALTH CARE 

Public input solicited
Heath advancement 
coalition to host two 
sessions

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With significant research into 
local health care’s major chal-
lenges and needs already com-
plete, the Salt Spring Health 
Advancement Coalition is ready 
to seek information from the gen-
eral community to broaden the 
picture outlined by specific stake-
holders.

Barb Aust, who is the coalition’s 
secretary, noted that a synthesis 
of literature from 2009 to 2014 
revealed the same topics came 
up again and again. Mental health 
and seniors’ needs were continu-
ally at the top of the list, with more 
access to different types of hous-
ing and primary health provision 
also high.

The 16-member coalition host-
ed in-depth stakeholder meetings 
with all agencies offering men-
tal health and seniors services to 
provide a place of connection for 
the disparate groups, and get the 
opinion of experts working in the 
field. Aust said the time is ripe for 
the rest of the population to join 
in.

“Now we’re at the point where 
we need to broaden the conversa-
tion,” she said.

The Health Advancement Coali-
tion was formed out of a citizens’ 
Physician Recruitment Commit-
tee that was active in 2013. That 
group had learned there were bar-
riers in place that were making 
Salt Spring unattractive to new 
doctors and wanted to see what 
could be done to solve the issues. 
With a broad-based membership 
that includes participants from 
all the major service providers, 
including Island Health, there’s 

hope the collaborative model 
could yield results.

“Island Health gets to hear 
everything that is said, and that is 
really helpful. What we’ve tried to 
do is build a relationship so we’re 
all on the same side — it’s not us 
versus them,” Aust said. 

A recent announcement by 
Island Health and the Salt Spring 
Island Chapter of the Rural and 
Remote Division of Family Prac-
tice around changes to mental 
health provision is affirmation the 
coalition has been on the right 
track, although more work needs 
to be done and the transition 
phase has not yet been tested.

“We have lots of information 
from studies and surveys, now we 
want to hear your voices so that 
some action can be taken to deal 
with the issues that are identified,” 
the coalition states on its website. 

Everyone is invited to attend 
one of two global café style events 
called Let’s Talk About Health that 
are scheduled for the last week of 
May. Dates have been set from 7 
to 9:30 p.m. at the Lions Hall on 
Wednesday, May 27, and from 
1:30 to 4 p.m. at the GISS mul-
tipurpose room on Friday, May 
29. Early registration is requested 
to ensure the correct number of 
facilitators, who will come from 
SWOVA programs and the GISS 
Leadership Group.

Visit the coalition’s website at 
ssihealth.org and click on Events 
to register.

“What we’ve tried to do 
is build a relationship so 
we’re all on the same side 

— it’s not us versus them.” 
BARB AUST
SS Health Advancement Coalition

“It seemed appropriate to 
support such a 
concept and not charge 
the higher amount.” 
peter grove
Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee member 
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Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Keep
Smiling...

THOUGHTS & NEWS
from Dr. Richard Hayden

We have a smile for you!
199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.haydendentistry.com

What’s the
cheapest thing, Doc?

So, what is the cheapest sort of dentistry? After 
doing this for over 17 years I have discovered that 
dentistry that lasts a long time and that doesn’t 
have to be redone too soon is ultimately cheapest.

The most expensive dentistry is often what seemed 
to be the cheap option but fails and needs to be 
redone, usually in a more costly and complicated way.

Take for example a tooth with a crack in it. One 
option is to place a new top on the tooth so it won’t 
fracture. This might cost $1000 to $1500, depending 
on your dentist. Another option is to “wait and see” 
which costs nothing. Recently I saw a lady whose 
tooth had split right to the nerve. OUCH! Now a 
root canal is required as well as the crown, doubling 
the cost and making the entire procedure less 
predictable.

Please discuss your budget 
with your dentist, and always 
ask yourself if you can truly 
afford the ‘cheapest’ option.

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Keep
Smiling...

THOUGHTS & NEWS

“Is it too late for me?”

“I hate my crooked teeth! My parents couldn’t 
afford to straighten them and then I had to deal 
with my own kids. Is it still possible for me to have 
straight teeth?”

As a dentist, I hear this type of comment quite 
often. And yes, of course it is possible!

Straight teeth function better. Straight teeth are 
easier to clean and reduce gum disease. Straight 
teeth look better.

As adults tooth straightening can often be done in 
six months and can vary in style from brackets to 
Invisalign.

Talk to your dentist and tell them, “It’s time for 
ME!”

We have a smile for you!
199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.haydendentistry.com

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE

Salt Spring drones await takeoff for disaster zone
Island company will 
assist relief efforts

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A n  i s l a n d - b a s e d 
unmanned aerial vehicle 
manufacturer is standing by 
and awaiting deployment to 
Nepal’s Kathmandu Valley, 
where the death toll from a 
massive April 25 earthquake 
has surpassed 8,000 people.

Philip Reece, who found-
ed Industry Drones in 2014, 
said he has a three-person 
crew and five drones ready 
to work in the disaster zone. 
A Switzerland-based United 
Nations affiliate has request-
ed the high-tech resources 
to assist with mapping and 
damage assessment. Reece 
said drone-mounted camer-

as will provide video moni-
toring and supply accurate 
population counts within 
relief camps established by 
the UN.

“What we’re going to do is 
get shipped out to outlying 
villages,” Reece said. “Our 
team of three — a pilot, site 
manager and an observer 
— are on a seven-day hold 
cycle. Right now we’re wait-
ing.”

Industry Drones had been 
working with the same cli-
ent to use UAVs in parts of 
Haiti still affected by a major 
earthquake that rocked the 
impoverished Caribbean 
nation in 2010. The compa-
ny has hired two engineers 
to work at its Salt Spring 
design facility and expanded 
its presence at a manufac-
turing facility affiliated with 

Camosun College in Victo-
ria.

Reece said he’s hope-
ful drones’ effectiveness in 
disaster zones like Haiti and 
Nepal will help the indus-
try make inroads in Canada. 
Industry Drones has under-
taken several UAV demon-
strations with emergency 
crews and search and rescue 
volunteers on Salt Spring 
since 2014. The company 
has recently begun work 
with paramedics in Ontario.

“We are hoping to come 
back with some lessons,” 
Reece said of the assignment 
in Nepal.

Once deployed, the three-
person Industry Drones team 
will work alongside staff from 
the disaster relief agency in 
Kathmandu on a one-month 
rotation. When the mission 

is complete, Reece said, the 
company plans to leave 
behind some drones and 
skills to assist further relief 
and recovery efforts.

News reports from Nepal 
have highlighted the relative-
ly widespread use of drones 
to undertake mapping and 
monitoring throughout the 
area affected by last month’s 
7.8-magnitude earthquake. 
GlobalMedic, a Toronto-
based humanitarian orga-
nization, has been using 
drones from a Waterloo, Ont. 
company to facilitate deliv-
ery of relief supplies.

Reece said drones excel in 
the post-disaster landscape, 
where damaged infrastruc-
ture and strained resources 
delay site assessments and 
aid relief, particularly in out-
lying areas.

FIRE DISTRICT

Board embarks on busy program
Public engagement 
sought in special 
sessions

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Fire Protec-
tion District’s new board of 
trustees continued to roll with 
the momentum they estab-
lished at their first meeting on 
April 20 with an agenda full of 
business items Monday night 
and much more to come.

Chair Linda Lee noted that 
some of the plans put into place 
at the first meeting were already 
in effect, such as agenda docu-
ments being posted three days 
ahead of time to the fire depart-
ment’s website, and dedicated 
email addresses for all trustees.

“Anything that you would 
normally pick up here, you will 
now be able to print and bring 
with you,” Lee said during an 
opening address. “You may be 
able to read these items ahead 
of time, so you can come pre-
pared to offer your comments 
and your questions.”

The business meeting proper 
began with four sets of minutes 
carrying a number of recom-
mendations from the previous 
finance committee and brought 
to the board by the past-chair 
Michael Schubart. All of the rec-
ommendation were passed.

Motions relating to the finance 
committee included choos-
ing Island Savings to invest the 
Capital Works Renewal Reserve 
Funds; giving the finance com-
mittee oversight of fire depart-
ment expense claims, with an 
agreement to review claims at 
least once a year; authorizing 
bridge financing from a credit 
facility as an interim measure 
for the vehicle exhaust system; 
and transferring the 2014 oper-
ating surplus minus 10 per cent 
to the CWRRF.

The board also accepted the 
committee’s request to initi-
ate a board-to-board con-
versation with the North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District 
around water responsibility and 
received the information that 
replacing two vehicles should 
be a priority. 

Lee asked Fire Chief Tom 
Bremner to supply a written 
costing of his request for roof 
repairs on the Ganges fire hall 
and a new air compressor unit 
for the Fulford training site to 
refill breathing apparatus con-
tainers. The second item is esti-
mated at $30,000.

Bremner said the current 
practice is to fill the canisters at 
the Ganges hall, where the main 
firefighting equipment is kept 
for emergency situations.

“So we’re always running 
high-pressure cylinders back 
and forth up and down the road, 
which can be a danger,” he said.

Trustee Michele Severn deliv-
ered the minutes from the for-
mer human resources commit-
tee, which included a recom-
mendation to proceed with an 
item from the Walker Resource 
Group report regarding a gover-
nance workshop for all trustees. 
The district’s corporate admin-
istrator Andrew Peat suggested 
Richard Walker would be the best 
person to give the workshop, and 
that he had offered a reduced 
“island rate.” Though Walker rec-
ommended 10 hours of work, 
including a seven-hour work-
shop, Lee suggested a shorter 
period would be preferable.

Burning bylaw 
Public input will be sought 

on two areas of old business. 
The board voted to hold a public 
meeting dedicated to the pro-
posed burning regulation bylaw, 
which will take place at the Gan-
ges Fire Hall on Monday, May 
25 starting at 7 p.m. The seven-

page draft document is available 
on the department’s website.

Fire service levels 
meeting set

The public will also be asked 
to weigh in on the issue of set-
ting an official policy around 
fire service levels. June 15’s 
regular meeting will start a half 
hour early at 6:30 p.m., with a 
full-hour town hall session on 
the topic to take place before 
the business meeting. Lee sug-
gested participants read all 
the related documents ahead 
of time to fully understand the 
issue.

Under new business, the 
board re-established finance 
and human resources as two 
standing committees and 
selected trustee members. 
Three other committees will 
be formed following the WRG 
recommendations for commu-
nication, facilities and physical 
plant, and strategic planning. 
A subcommittee was estab-
lished that will look at drafting 
the terms of reference for the 
new committees, as well as pro-
posing parameters for public 
participation on all five com-
mittees. 

Other business
In other new business, Lee 

tasked Peat with drafting a 
new election bylaw that would 
establish set guidelines and 
reduce future voter confusion, 
and asked Bremner to work 
with trustee Derek Hill and the 
Crofton fire chief with the aim 
of establishing a mutual aid 
agreement. 

Although he noted poli-
cy must be set by the board, 
Bremner requested that he be 
involved in any mutual aid dis-
cussions from the early stages.

“We have to be sure we cover 
what is real,” he said.

photo by sean mcintyre

Philip Reece of Industry Drones with units ready to help with 
disaster relief related to the April 25 earthquake in Nepal.
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RECYCLING DEPOT
349 RAINBOW ROAD
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FOR VICTORIA DAY

LONG WEEKEND
OPEN AGAIN TUESDAY, MAY 19

Regular hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm
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indoor pool
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Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
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and win prizes!
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HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 
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Martin Herbert
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.

FLU  continued on 4ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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What are the Hazards 
on Salt Spring Island

Written by Elizabeth Zook, 
SSI Emergency Coordinator

A HAZARD is defined as a…”threatening event, or 
probability of occurrence of a potentially damaging 
phenomenon within a given time period and area”.
There are mainly two types of HAZARDS

Natural hazards are naturally occurring physical 
phenomena caused either by rapid or slow onset events 
geophysical, hydrological, climatological, meteorological or 
biological. 

Technological or man-made hazards are events that 
are caused by humans and occur in or close to human 
settlements. This can include environmental degradation, 
pollution and accidents. 

(International Federation of Red Cross)
Hazards have many factors which will increase their 

frequency, complexity and the severity of the disaster.
This week during Emergency Preparedness Week, the Salt 

Spring Island Emergency Program went to the market and 
asked people to identify the top 3 hazards on the island.  The 
results are below:

TOP 3   Fire, Earthquake, Storms
	 Notable Mentions: Power Outage, Road Safety 

Hazards, Lack of Preparedness, Tsunami, Water and 
Food Shortages, Landslides, and finally...Humans!

GANGES PROVINCIAL COURT

Not guilty outcome for Thomas
‘Unusual case’ finally 
reaches conclusion

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring man charged 
with criminal harassment and 
assaulting a former resident of 
the Murakami Gardens affordable 
housing complex was found not 
guilty in Ganges Provincial Court 
Tuesday.

“We’re all happy it’s over,” said 
John Davies, defence counsel for 
Paul Thomas, following the deci-
sion.

Judge Robert Higinbotham said 
Crown counsel failed to prove 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
Thomas wilfully slammed a car 
door on Paul “Palu” Beckman’s 
left hand in a confrontation out-
side the housing complex in Sep-
tember of 2013. The incident was 
alleged to have occurred as a pass-
erby offered Beckman a ride after 
she noticed the two men arguing.

“Even if I think it probably hap-
pened, that’s not good enough; I 
have to be absolutely certain,” said 
Judge Higinbotham. 

He said evidence presented by 
Crown’s witnesses left questions 

about the mechanics and con-
text surrounding allegations that 
Thomas closed the door on Beck-
man’s hand.

“There has been enough aris-
ing from the evidence that causes 
me to have some doubt of the act 
complained of,” he said. “For that 
reason, it is my duty to dismiss the 
charges.”

Higinbotham’s verdict followed 
the conclusion of Crown’s case on 
day four of a trial that frequently 
bewildered many of the case’s par-
ticipants and onlookers.

“This is an unusual kind of 
case,” said Higinbotham.

Among the unanticipated twists 
were Davies’ efforts to have the 
judge order a stay of proceedings. 
Davies argued that a newspaper 
report about the first days of the 
trial in April jeopardized his cli-
ent’s case by potentially intimidat-
ing prospective witnesses. He also 
took exception to the RCMP’s orig-
inal investigation of the case and 
the trial’s relatively long duration. 

Higinbotham dismissed Davies’ 
“shotgun approach” in attempting 
to get a stay of proceedings.

“One of the reasons this has 
taken so long is because of these 
kind of last-minute applications 

[to request a stay of proceedings] 
submitted by Mr. Davies,” said 
Crown counsel Peter Benning 
during the trial on Monday after-
noon.

The judge agreed the trial’s 
length was partly due to Davies’ 
line of questioning and Paul 
Beckman’s detailed answers. 
Since Beckman is said to suffer 
from a medical condition that 
requires him to answer each 
question with excessive thor-
oughness and detail, it was com-
mon for Beckman’s responses to 
take anywhere between 15 and 
30 minutes.

Despite the challenges, Higin-
botham acknowledged the need 
to accommodate Beckman’s 
disability and thanked him per-
sonally for making every effort 
to answer Davies’ questions as 
truthfully as possible.

“Many questions were annoy-
ing, not only to you but also to 
me,” Higinbotham said.

He urged Thomas and Beck-
man to try and “bury the hatch-
et.”

“[This behaviour] is not good 
for either of you and not good 
for the community as a whole,” 
he said.

Photo by Jen MacLellan 

SHARED SPACE: Barry Head 
shows a Please Share Pathway sign des-
tined for the new Upper Ganges Road 
Harbours End pathway at a “Putting 
on the Finishing Touches” volunteer 
party held Saturday. Head was one of 
21 volunteers who worked hard on the 
Partners Creating Pathways project that 
day. 

justice system

Youth gets conditional discharge
Mother complains of ‘lengthy process’

A 15-year-old Salt Spring resident received an eight-
month conditional sentence after pleading guilty Tues-
day to the assault of a fellow Gulf Islands Secondary 
School student.

The young man, who cannot be named because he is 
a minor, attacked the victim during a confrontation out-
side Salt Spring’s public library in April 2014.

“Police received a report from the complainant’s 
mother that her son had been jumped by [the accused], 
knocked to the ground and punched several times,” 
Crown counsel Peter Benning told the court.

The incident occurred after the victim was thought to 
have been spreading rumours about his attacker. 

The youth must attend and complete counselling as 
directed by his youth worker, abide to conditions of a 

curfew and attend victim-offender reconciliation. 
The accused said he and the victim have since apolo-

gized to one another and hope to be friends when condi-
tions of the eight-month sentence are complete.

Speaking during Tuesday’s proceedings, the accused’s 
mother expressed disappointment with the time it’s 
taken the court to resolve the matter.

“I don’t think I can be respectful,” she said. “This has 
taken far too long and it’s affecting my son’s education.”

Sanctions imposed by GISS administrators limit the 
youth’s school time to two hours per week, court heard.

“I understand that this is your first conviction. 
The conditional discharge, should you abide by the 
conditions, is an opportunity to keep your record 
clean,” said Judge Robert Higinbotham. “I am 
hopeful that things can be sorted out at school, but 
I have no authority about that.”
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SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway
SAUNDERS SUBARUSAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

DAVE,           RUTH,         NORMA,        BOB,           EDIE
Drop by today...Coffee is always on! 

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca DL#5032

Notice of Intention to 
Issue a Park Use Permit

Per Section 20 of the Park Act, this advertisement serves as 
notice that the Ministry of Environment (BC Parks) intends 
to issue a park use permit(s) for the following purpose(s):

Name of Park Activity

Ruckle Provincial Park Music Education Camp

If you have any questions concerning this notification, 
please contact the Ministry of Environment Regional Office 

at 250-391-2315.

Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

Advertising 
Deadlines Change

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood office 
will be closed on Monday, May 18 - Victoria Day  

and will reopen for usual business hours 
on Tuesday, May 19.

Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood 
Wednesday May 20 edition will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline: Thurs., May 14, 12 noon

Classified Display Deadline: Fri., May 15, 4pm

Classified Word Deadline: Tues., May 19, 9am

ARTS ECONOMY 

Film crew settles at Bon Acres Farm
Vancouver Film School 
group thrilled with island 
venue choice

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Bon Acres has a starring 
role in an ambitious new project from 
the Vancouver Film School, with 14 
days of shooting currently underway at 
the bucolic hilltop setting.

Co-producers Mert Sari and Arshia 
Navabi brought a crew of almost 50 
people to the island on May 4 and will 
wrap up production on ‘Raw’ on May 
18, with one additional day of film-
ing planned in Vancouver. The end 
product will be almost unique in the 
school’s history: it is only the second 
time in 27 years that students will have 
created a 90-minute, feature-length 
film as their final project. Resources 
usually permit short films of no more 
than 15 to 30 minutes.

Sari explained during an interview 
on Saturday afternoon that the people 
behind the project chose Salt Spring 
as their filming location because the 
island is actually part of the story. Rath-
er than replicating the environment by 
filming at a Lower Mainland farm, they 
decided to go for the real thing.

“Salt Spring has a rich history of 
attracting people who are seeking a 
sense of harmony with their environ-
ment, and allows us to showcase the 
land, the soil beneath our feet and the 
things that grow up from it,” David I. 
Strasser, the film’s writer and director, 
explained in a video clip for an Indi-
egogo campaign.

Raw is a coming-of-age story cen-
tred on 17-year-old Jakob Levin, who 
is mired in drug addiction after his 
father commits suicide. When given 
the choice to spend 18 months in a 
juvenile detention centre or work on a 
Salt Spring farm, Levin’s mother com-
pels him to choose the latter — which 
is where Bon Acres comes in. The sub-
text is humanity’s need to reconnect 
with its essence outside of the concrete 
urban environment.

“The first thing we did was get in 
touch with the Islands Trust,” said Sari, 
who found a willing contact in Salt 
Spring trustee Peter Grove. Grove put 

the crew in touch with the owners of 
several possible locations, and they 
eventually settled on the historic prop-
erty owned by Malcolm and Stephanie 
Bond.

“They are the two most generous 
people I’ve ever met in my life,” Sari 
said. “They’re so supportive and kind. 
They’re amazing.”

The project received support from 
VFS in the form of chits donated by 
students, which carry a value of $500 
and one day of filming. The students 
involved also raised close to $24,000 on 
Indiegogo to boost production value 
and support the needs of transporting, 
housing and feeding their large and 
diverse crew.

“Vancouver Film School is insanely 
international,” Sari observed. “There’s 
people from all over the world, and the 
thing that brings us together is a pas-
sion for filmmaking.”

Having such a diversity of cultur-
al backgrounds involved in creating 

the project is one of its strengths, Sari 
said. And although 80 per cent of those 
involved had no knowledge of the 
island — and some trepidation about 
filming there — before they arrived, 
most of them would now happily move 
right in.

Aside from the island’s natural and 
cultivated beauties, much of the reason 
for that has been the warm response 
from locals. The crew has been accom-
modated all together at Salt Springs 
Spa Resort, which allows bonding to 
continue after the 14-hour days are 
done. Arrangements for catering and 
group discounts at local restaurants 
have been favourably made.

“Everyone we got in touch with, 
they made it happen,” Sari said. “They 
helped us get over the logistical chal-
lenge.”

Once filming is complete, the mate-
rial will be handed over to the post-
production team, which involves edit-
ing, sound design and colour correc-
tion. The film will be released this sum-
mer; after that, the producers hope to 
hit the film festival circuit starting in 
Canada and then moving on to the U.S. 
and Europe.

“Because at the end of the day, we 
are students, but we are also the next 
generation of filmmakers. We’re hoping 
to inspire others,” Sari said. “If we can 
show it and share it together, there is 
nothing that can stop us.”

Local stops prevent sleep

“I thought that I could do 
something edgy and humor-
ous. Given that I am in Par-
liament the person who we 
know over the last four years 
. . . what I’ve tried to exem-
plify is that I never heckle, I 
never swear, I’m respectful to 
everybody,” May said.

“So I got the idea that as 
skit material it would actu-
ally be funny if I was different 
from how I really am. That 
obviously doesn’t work.”

May denied speculation 
that she’d had too much to 
drink at the event. She had 
pulled double duty in her 
riding the day before, flying 

out from Ottawa early Fri-
day morning to attend the 
B.C. Nature convention and 
the Driftwood’s Women in 
Business Trade Show on Salt 
Spring that night. She was 
scheduled to fly back to Otta-
wa at 4:45 a.m. Saturday.

Comedian Rick Mercer, 
who sat with May during the 
dinner, sent out a tweet on 
Monday confirming her ver-
sion of events.

“She wasn’t drunk. She was 
falling asleep in her soup,” 
he wrote, adding the hashtag 
“#longnight.”

May is the leader of the 
federal Green party and 
has been the Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP since May of 
2011. 

ELIZABETH MAY 
continued from  1

Photo by Jen MacLellan

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP 
Elizabeth May speaks to a 
Women in Business crowd 
in Ganges on Friday night, 
24 hours before an embar-
rassing Parliamentary Press 
Gallery dinner debacle.

Image courtesy Indiegogo fundraising video.

A Vancouver Film School crew member lines up a shot at Bon Acres Farm on Salt 
Spring.

“Everyone we got in touch 
with, they made it happen.” 
MERT SARI
Co-producer, Raw: The Film
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An evening 
to forget
S

aanich-Gulf Islands MP 
Elizabeth May is often 
in the news. 

Among press-worthy kudos granted 
to her between 2012 and 2014 by media organiza-
tions and Members of Parliament are Parliamentar-
ian of the Year, Hardest Working MP, Orator of the 
Year and Best Constituency MP. 

Closer to home, she attends so many events in 
Saanich, Sidney and on the fi ve Gulf Islands that 
she’s a regular part of local media coverage. 

One of her unoffi cial nicknames is “the Energizer 
Bunny” because she seems to draw on an infi nite 
supply of energy as she serves constituents, her 
party, and national and international causes. 

Clearly, a short in the line occurred on Saturday 
night at the annual Parliamentary Press Gallery din-
ner in Ottawa, an event we’re sure May wishes she 
had not attended, since it gave her a much different 

type of notoriety. 
On Friday evening 

— just 24 hours before 
the infamous “Welcome 
Back Khadr and f-bomb” 
speech — May was 
charming a Salt Spring 
audience with some 
impromptu words about 
her admiration for female 

entrepreneurs and other matters as a guest speaker 
at the Driftwood’s Women in Business Trade Show 
event. She was sometimes amusing, because that’s 
often the way she is. Rather than running off to her 
next engagement or to grab a bit of downtime until 
then, she stayed to socialize and buy some wares 
from vendors. 

Knowing how hard she works and how much she 
travels, and how she had reportedly been battling 
the fl u, it wasn’t really surprising to see a meltdown 
occur on Saturday — although the nature of it was 
certainly a shock.

Will there be political fall-out as a result of the 
incident? Probably. Will any impact be dramatic? 
Probably not. 

People who don’t like Elizabeth May or her poli-
tics wouldn’t have voted for her in 2015 anyway. But 
most people who supported May four years ago will 
likely not be fatally turned off by her Saturday gaffe.

If something similar happened again, well, that 
might be a different story. 

One reason it’s easy to minimize the error is 
because Elizabeth May is among the most “real” of 
Canadian politicians. Real people make mistakes, 
apologize and carry on. 

Acts for an awe-inspiring world 
When renowned First Nations artist Roy Henry Vickers 

spoke at the library last week, audience members had a chance 
to hear legends that have been passed down for thousands 
of years and to be exposed to some vital teachings. Vickers 
emphasized, in particular: “to whom much is given, much is 
required” and the notion that we are responsible for what we 
learn; we need to fi nd ways to share and act on that learning.

Both teachings were much on my mind as I heard Ian McAl-
lister — naturalist, author, activist and co-founder of Pacifi c 
Wild — speak a couple days later at ArtSpring. Ian is in love 
with B.C.’s coast and no wonder. He has seen how bear cubs 
thrill to watch their mothers catch salmon, jump-
ing about with excitement till they lose their bal-
ance. He has seen the ocean “breathe” with the 
daily rise and fall of throngs of fi sh so great that 
their movement oxygenates the depths of the 
ocean. He has delicately made his way through 
hundreds of glutted humpback whales, whose 
breath created an odiferous mist over the water. 
“To whom much is given . . . .” Could we imagine 
more wealth and beauty than that of B.C.’s natural 
world ?

What is required of us? I would suggest fi rst that we give 
ourselves the space to feel awe at such a beautiful and unbe-
lievably rich world. Then we will surely want to do our part to 
protect it and to support those like Ian McAllister, who have 
made that protection their life’s work.

Even though the consequences of destroying nature are 
well-known, Ian and others have had to resort to civil disobe-
dience to protect incredible places like Clayoquot, the Walbran 

and other areas. Just this spring, members of the Heiltsuk First 
Nation, including chief councillor Marilyn Slett, took over the 
DFO offi ce on Denny Island to try to stop the herring kill fi sh-
ery, which government representatives claim is sustainable.

But the commercial herring sac roe fi shery involves netting tons 
of herring before they spawn. The roe is removed and the fi sh are 
killed, never to spawn again, often ending up as fertilizer. 

Traditionally, First Nations harvest spawn on kelp, at a truly sus-
tainable level. To learn more about the crucial role of herring in the 
ecosystem, visit pacifi cwild.ca.

Although few of us will be able to contribute in the ways Ian 
McAllister does, we can all fi nd ways to help. Let’s 
heed the call Paul Hawken expressed so beautifully 
in a commencement address in 2009. 

He told graduating students: “There is invisible 
writing on the back of the diploma you will receive, 
and in case you didn’t bring lemon juice to decode 
it, I can tell you what it says: You are Brilliant, and 
the Earth is Hiring. The earth couldn’t afford to send 
recruiters or limos to your school. It sent you rain, 
sunsets, ripe cherries, night blooming jasmine and 

that unbelievably cute person you are dating. Take the hint. And 
here’s the deal: Forget that this task of planet saving is not possible 
in the time required. Don’t be put off by people who know what is 
not possible. Do what needs to be done, and check to see if it was 
impossible only after you are done.”

 Thank you to the many people who have taken that hint!

The writer is an activist, substitute teacher and Bike to Work 
Week coordinator living on Salt Spring.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Jan Slakov

“To whom much 
is given, much is 
required . . . .”

THE ISSUE:
Elizabeth May’s 
awful speech

WE SAY:
Fall-out not fatal

Will Elizabeth May’s gaffe hurt her politically?
Cast your ballot online at www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:
Yes           No 40 

 NO YES

55 
Are you surprised by the 
Alberta election?
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Zeus Cochrane
“I’m installing a solar array 
on my home.”

Ella Bee
“I’ll be at work, bartending at 
The Local.”

Georgina O’Farrell
“I’ll be looking for a non-
smoking place to live.”

Carrie Oloriz
“Working in my garden.”

Kalle
“I’m participating in the 
Round Salt Spring Race.”

Salt Spring 
Says
We asked: 
What are your 
plans for the 
Victoria Day 
weekend?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By Valerie Nielson 
“We have put a lot more effort into 

helping folks reach old age than we have 
put into helping them enjoy it.” Frank 
Howard Clark 

Are you anticipating new, fulfilling 
relationships and experiences, a time 
to learn and grow as we inevitably age? 
Until I learned about the Eden Elder 
Care Alternative I definitely was not! 
Now, I look forward to my future. Wel-
come to the paradigm shift in elder care.

An innovative philosophy called The 
Eden Alternative was conceived of 25 
years ago by Dr. William H. Thomas, a 
Harvard-trained gerontologist, as an 
alternative to traditional industrial-
style elder care. Eden Alternative Senior 
Residences are now worldwide. 

The Canadian Model of Excellence, 
Sherbrooke Community Centre, is home 
to over 250 residents in Saskatoon. Sher-
brooke began implementing the Eden 
model over 16 years ago. Sherbrooke and 
The Eden Alternative philosophy was fea-
tured by the CBC, both on 48 Hours and 
W5, as the model care home in Canada 
with the happiest, most satisfied residents 
and the lowest incidences of violence. 

Dr. Thomas is spearheading the para-
digm shift in elder care, and he will 
be known as the man who abolished 
the industrial model of nursing homes. 
Seniors are living many years in sup-

portive housing rather than 
a few months as in the 1940s 
when nursing homes became 
popular. 

Our industrial model of elder care 
is obsolete; with the current system 
focused on the care of the body, indus-
trial nursing homes miss the critical link 
in caring for the human spirit. The cur-
rent model of delivery of care utilizes a 
schedule that determines when elders 
eat, bathe, dress, what time they are 
put to bed and if they go outside at all, 
eliminating personal choices. Just as we 
did away with orphanages and residen-
tial schools once we knew better, we did 
better.

Dr. Thomas just launched his Age of 
Disruption lecture tour across the U.S. 
to share the message that the three bur-
dens of aging are helplessness, loneli-
ness and boredom. He has created a 
model that has been proven to support 
elders living an average of two years 
longer, being much happier, reducing 
the need for pharmaceuticals, dramati-
cally lowering incidents of violence and 
reducing staff turnover to provide con-
sistent care. The Eden model integrates 
animals, plants and children into the 
lives of the elders being served.

There may be no pill for loneliness, 
helplessness and boredom, but thank-
fully there are antidotes.

Eden Alternative 
Ten Principles

1) The three plagues of 
aging — loneliness, help-

lessness and boredom — account for 
the bulk of suffering among our elders.

2) An elder-centred community com-
mits to creating a human habitat where 
life revolves around close and continu-
ing contact with plants, animals and 
children. It is these relationships that 
provide the young and old alike with a 
pathway to a life worth living.

3) Loving companionship is the anti-
dote to loneliness. Elders deserve easy 
access to human and animal compan-
ionship.

4) An elder-centred community cre-
ates opportunity to give as well  as 
receive care. This is the antidote to 
helplessness.

5 )  A n  e l d e r- c e n t re d  c o m m u n i t y 
imbues daily life with variety and spon-
taneity by creating an environment in 
which unexpected and unpredictable 
interactions and happenings can take 
place. This is the antidote to boredom.

6) Meaningless activities corrode the 
human spirit. The opportunity to do 
things that we find meaningful is essen-
tial to human health.

7) Medical treatment should be the 
servant of genuine human caring, never 
its master.

8) An elder-centred community hon-
ours its elders by de-emphasizing top-
down bureaucratic authority, seeking 
instead to place maximum possible 
decision-making authority into the 
hands of the elders or into the hands of 
those closest to them.

9) Creating an elder-centred commu-
nity is a never-ending process. Human 
growth must never be separated from 
human life.

10) Wise leadership is the lifeblood 
of any struggle against these three bur-
dens. For it, there can be no substitute.

As a registered care aide I know how 
the linear, industrial model is failing our 
elders. We Baby Boomers are next! I wish 
to share this wonderful and compre-
hensive philosophy of person-directed 
care for our elders here on Salt Spring. 
I would be happy to meet with indi-
viduals and groups who are interested 
in exploring our final chapters of a life 
filled with joy, community and personal 
choice, because being alive is not the 
same as living.

To learn more about the Eden Alterna-
tive Elder Care model, read any of the 
books by Dr. William H. Thomas or visit 
www.edencarecommunities.com.

The writer is a registered care aide and 
registered Eden Alternative elder care 
associate.  vallolassi@gmail.com

Boomers can look forward to Eden elder years

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “I’m here to help people. They can do 
what they want — they can’t shut me down.” 

Kyle Cheyne, Owner, leaf compassion

Execution 
stay requested
for inn

Can there be a  last-
minute reprieve on the 
demolition of the Fulford 
Inn?

I  am hoping against 
hope that the outcome 
is possible. When I first 
arrived on Salt Spring in 
1984 after the breakup of 
my marriage, the inn for 
me became a place to get 
together after work with 
other  contractors  and 
shoot the breeze.  That 
companionship of work-
m a t e s   s l ow l y  re s t o re d 
peace of mind and sense 
of belonging. In short, I 

have a fondness for the 
place as it  fostered so 
many good memories of 
community music nights 
and the pizza Wednes-
days over many years.

The Salt Spring Abbey-
field Society put in a bid, 
perhaps later than pru-
dent, but the basic prem-
ise makes a lot of sense 
to me: housing for up to 
eight seniors with addi-
tional suites coming on 
line later, perhaps with 
a tea shop downstairs to 
bring in a little revenue. 
T h i s  o u t c o m e  w o u l d 
b e  a  w i n  w i n  f o r  o u r 
island with some of our 
most vulnerable island-
e r s  b e i n g  h o u s e d  a n d 
employment for others. 

As far as I know the basic 
structure has not been 
inspected by a profes-
sional engineer and if it 
is found to be sound, it is 
worth saving.

The alternative is driv-
ing by some future condo 
building for the wealthy 
and feeling a sense of loss 
and missed opportunity. 
We Salt  springers have 
risen to a challenge many 
times before and turned 
around what were previ-
ously seen as unstoppa-
ble projects, such as log-
ging of Texada lands and 
around Cusheon Lake, 
and the  pr ivate  home 
being built on Grace Islet.

I  would pledge $500 
towards the hiring of a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r 
and if he or she says the 
structure is not savable 
then I can accept that. 
Otherwise I  believe we 
will have screwed up.

Let’s take the Fulford 
Inn off “death row” and 
make it something we can 
all be proud of.
Tom Mitchell, 
M e m b e r ,  S S I  A f f o r d a b l e 
H o u si  n g  C o u n ci  l

Real reason is
the costs

Re :   “ Tr u s t’s  V i c t o r i a 
centre queried” article in 
the April 29 Driftwood.

I was incredulous when 
I read Islands Trust CAO 
Linda Adams’ comments 

about the idea of hav-
ing more Islands Trust 
employees located on Salt 
Spring Island.

A p p a r e n t l y  “ s o m e 
elected Trust represen-
tatives have noted the 
strategic importance of 
locating higher ranking 
staffers close to provin-
cial agencies in Victoria.” 

First  of  a l l ,  who are 
“ h i g h e r  ra n k i n g  s t a f f -
ers” and, secondly, what 
provincial  agencies do 
they need close proxim-
ity to so often that they 
couldn’t use the internet, 
phone, email, Skype and 
the occasional ferry trip 
like the rest of the world? 

“Some tr ustees  have 
also cited concerns about 

an ability to attract and 
retain staf f  in  smaller 
communities.” This com-
ment just made me shake 
my head. There are many 
people here who are capa-
ble and willing to work 
long term in these kinds 
of jobs. There are so few 
opportunities,  though, 
that many of us have had 
to commute long term.

H e r  l a s t  c o m m e n t 
about “. . . costs and dis-
ruption . . . paying reloca-
tion or severance costs, 
etc.” I think are probably 
the real issues. It usually 
comes down to costs.
Diana English,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

INDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on 10
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DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Why are vehicle repairs 
often more expensive than 
advertised on TV and radio?

Drive Safe, Gyle

A wide range of replacement parts are now available 
on the market. Prices can vary as much as several 
hundred percent. As a rule, you get what you pay for. 
When you receive estimates that seem either high or 
low, ask what you are getting for your money. Labour 
prices are determined by flat rate guides (an industry-
wide standard). High quality parts installed by qualified 
professionals will give you the best job and peace of 
mind. 

Stick to a regular maintenance schedule and do 
repairs as they become necessary. In the long run, your 
maintenance bill will be lower and you won’t have the 
headaches of breakdowns.

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Get Fit With Aqua Fit
Gone are the days when Aqua Fit was 

solely for the beginning exerciser. Though 
water offers buoyancy and a comfortable 
environment for movements, water 
workouts can be a challenging part of your fitness program.

Water provides up to 20 times more resistance than air. 
Which allows you a get a workout without getting injured. 
Water also provides natural resistance in all directions.

Calories burned during a aqua fit class vary depending on 
the intensity of your moves and thus, the level of your heart 
rate. The harder you work, the more calories and fat burned 
and the greater benefits for your heart.

Water is the perfect place to rehabilitate injuries by 
keeping impact low but effort high. Aqua fit improves range 
of motion and flexibility.

If you want a all round workout come to Rainbow Road 
Pool classes are Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

8:00 AM Intense 9:30 Easy Does It and 1:00 Moderate to 
Intense

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Real Estate

Comparing homes with similar attributes 
can provide valuable insights. Consider the 
age of the: roof, decks, septic field, appliances and “deferred 
maintenance”. How dated are the bathrooms and kitchen 
and flooring? Would you want to replace them? The cost of 
replacing each of these items could be considerable. Make up a 
comparison chart accounting for these differences.

When planning a second viewing, ASK FOR AN INFO 
PACKAGE & PERMISSION TO TAKE PHOTOS. Take notes. 
Identify chattels that you may wish to have included such as: 
window coverings, appliances and their brand name, built 
in vacuum and/or hot tub accessories, shelving, firewood on 
hand, riding lawn mower, water filters, garden sheds, building 
plans, etc. Note what items are excluded on the feature sheet to 
assist you in making plans for replacing. Then you will likely 
conclude that...

The most affordable home is rarely the lowest priced home!

Buyers: How to compare 
prices and value?

Jan 
Macpherson

Direct: 250-537-9894
Office/Pager: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2014 (VREB)
Call for a presentation & marketing consultation.

RE/MAX Salt Spring 2 0 1 4

MP’s irrelevant 
results

A funny thing happened on the 
way to Pago Pago (pronounced 
Pango Pango). 

Looking at a map while cruising 
in the Coral Sea recently I realized 
I was very close to the Melanesian 
nation of Papua New Guinea. This 
is a place of significance to constitu-
ents of Saanich-Gulf Islands and all 
Canadian citizens.

Three days after assuming office 
in May 2011, Elizabeth May decided 
she would attend a United Nations 
Climate Change Conference that 
December as a representative of 
another country. Citing Canada 
would not be the best delegation to 
work from, May used her connec-
tions through “Global Greens” to 
convince the impoverished Mela-
nesian nation of Papua New Guin-
ea to accredit her as a Papua New 
Guinean representative.

I find it incredible that after years 
of attempts in three different prov-
inces to become a member of Cana-
da’s Parliament, the first major deci-
sion our MP made was to abandon 
both her new constituency and the 
country for her own personal agen-
da. Three days was hardly enough 
time to even repack her parachute.

Once there masquerading 
under a flag of convenience, she 
announced that everyone at the 
conference knows Canada’s govern-
ment is unhelpful, obstructionist 
and therefore, ultimately irrelevant.

I want the people of Saanich-Gulf 
Islands and Elizabeth May to know 
that Canada is not irrelevant! What 
has been irrelevant are the results 
this MP has delivered after receiving 
our support. It has been nothing but 
talk and more talk, and mainly talk 
running down our country.

Since immigrating to Canada, 
Elizabeth May has sworn true alle-
giance to the Queen of Canada and 
this country on at least two occa-
sions. I feel her conduct in repre-
senting another independent for-
eign state at a United Nations con-
ference while drawing a salary as 
a Canadian MP was a violation of 

those oaths.
The Liberal Party of Canada 

recently nominated Tim Kane as its 
candidate for Saanich Gulf Islands. 
Perhaps it is time to give him and 
the Justin Trudeau team consider-
ation?
Robin A. Williams,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Clarification
Regarding “Tree pruning pits 

selfishness against neighbourli-
ness,” May 6 Driftwood, I would 
like to clarify that I did not contact 
the Driftwood in any way to com-
plain about the tree-top hacking on 
Sandpiper. 

However, when reporter Sean 
McIntyre contacted me I was willing 
to explain what happened and pro-
vide my own attitude to the situa-
tion as well as answer his questions.
Toby Fouks,
C h a n n e l  R i d g e

SPARCKs 
campaign 2015

SPARCKs (Schooling Poor, Rural 
Cambodian Kids) raised funds last 
year for the “College Prep Program 
Dormitory” in Siem Reap (the 
nearest big city), which allows the 
brightest rural kids to attend sec-
ondary schooling where teachers 
are available, but both still have to 
be paid for. SPARCKs’ dorm houses 
them in a safe, secure, monitored 
environment, with additional 
tutoring on tap.

The $23,000 US that we collec-
tively raised last year kick-started 
the dormitory, but there is a short-
fall of $11,000 for this year’s operat-
ing costs. To meet this, I am con-
tinuing my campaign to recycle 
refundable beverage containers, 
but my estimate (based on expe-
rience) is that I will max out at 
$5,000. And so, dear readers, I am 
looking to Salt Springers to help me 
out, please.

1.  Will donors please pledge 

to match me, dollar for dollar? A 
platinum pledge is $1,000 each; 
gold pledge $500; silver $250 
each; bronze $100 each. It all goes 
through the offices of my accoun-
tant, Jackie Berry, who will match 
recycling receipts against pledges, 
with no Senate-style fiddling!

2. If you have half a truck-load 
of refundable beverage containers 
after your next party, please call me 
at 250-537-0666 and I will collect 
them.

3. If you are recycling small-
er quantities at the Return-It 
Depot, please assign the funds to 
SPARCKs’ account.

4. If your business generates 
refundable beverage containers, I 
will arrange a regular pick-up.

5. If you shop at GVM, please 
donate your receipts to SPARCKs’ 
Box 140 in the Save-a-Tape pro-
gram. (It’s easy to find . . . get on 
hands and knees; bottom right!) 
This is a steady “earner” — about 
$50 per month — and not to be 
sneezed at.

6. Please pass the word around 
and see if you can aggregate 
enough refundable beverage con-
tainers in one spot close to you and 
your neighbours, and I will col-
lect. (I need half a truck load as it’s 
pointless spending more on gas 
than the receipts!)

Please remember that I get noth-
ing out of this (apart from shred-
ded hands!) — it’s a labour of love 
and commitment — and that every 
single container has my fingerprints 
on it! Please match my efforts with 
your generosity.

For further particulars about the 
school I support, visit: www.sparcks.
org and www.hvto.org.

Sorry, no charitable receipts! The 
government has effectively 
squeezed out operations like us, 
funding overseas causes, after the 
Tamil Tiger rip-off which saw funds 
collected for humanitarian assis-
tance being spent on AK-47 rifles.

Please be generous in supporting 
a very worthwhile cause.
Ross King,
F o u n d e r ,  S PAR   C K s ,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Rants 
Rants to the vile people who dumped 

garbage at the end of Trincomali Heights. 
You were seen! N. Braithwaite

Roses 
The Salt Spring United U13 girls soc-

cer team gives high fives to the follow-
ing businesses: Country Grocer for their 
support all season with our fundrais-
ing. With your help, the team was able to 
purchase track suits. They look great! A 
big thanks also goes out to Diggin’ It 
Excavating for providing the team with a 
canopy to keep us dry on those wet and 
soggy soccer days. We sincerely appreci-
ate the generosity from both of you.

Armfuls of roses from Ruckle Heritage 
Farm Day to the many, many volunteers 
who came together making Farm Day 
such a huge success. Your efforts make it 
happen and keep it a free, fun and edu-
cational day for all. 

A lieder of roses for Tom, Jeremy and 
the kitchen staff at the Salt Spring Inn 

for their unparalleled hospitality and 
kindness on April 27. The German medi-
eval music group VocaMe had just per-
formed a wonderful concert at ArtSpring 
and needed a few drinks, a little food and 
a lot of unwinding. They couldn’t have 
found a better place anywhere. Many 
thanks!

An abundance of pink fairy roses for 
the creator and keeper of the Chris Hat-
field trail, where one is enchanted to 
encounter the fairy village and forest 
animals along this tranquil path to Yeo 
Point. Thank you for the many intriguing 
surprises! Bill and Gitta (from Ontario, 
visiting Bob and Karen) 

A basket full of red and white roses to 
the entire Barb’s Buns family for good 
coffee, good food and being so consis-
tently generous with your space. You are 
all so kind! From Community Initiatives

Handfuls of roses to Tisha Boulton for 
her generosity. Your contribution to our 
class fundraiser was graciously received. 
From Mr. Lee’s class.

MORELETTERS

Rants and Roses

Photo by Roger Brunt

LICKS TO GO?: The Glad’s Ice-Cream family nab a Thrifty Foods shopping 
cart to make a “drive-thru” scene. From left is Frank Normik, son Liam Normik 
and Liam’s mom Melissa Nibley.
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Stories and inspiration from an elder

L e t t e r s  t o 
M y  G r a n d c h i L d r e n

DAVID SUZUKI
BOOK TOUR

Tickets: $12
Saturday, May 30th - 2pm

Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney BC
marywinspear.ca  tannersbooks.com

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
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If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.
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Thanks very much.

BURGER AND A PINT
All day Monday 

    
$14.95

20 ozarts&entertainment
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment
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Tickets available @ Salt Spring Books, 
Fever Tree and Stuff & Nonsense 
or through our website 
www.southendgrooveyard.com
Show doors open at 7pm  •  Dinner at 6 pm
128 Holmes Rd. •  all proceeds go to the artist 
southendgrooveyard@gmail.com

Southend Grooveyard
Friday, May 22
7:30pm Showtime

EXHIBITIONS 

Gallery show introduces new community member
Shera Street exhibits 
in advance of 
Galiano move

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

For the Love of Colour, a 
guest exhibition at the Salt 
Spring Gallery opening this Fri-
day, May 15, presents someone 
who is set to become the new-
est member of Salt Spring’s bur-
geoning creative community.

Feature artist Shera Street 
is currently in the process of 
renovating a home and gallery 
on Harrison Avenue, which she 
and her partner Chidakash will 
trade for their longtime home 
and business, Galiano Island’s 
Serenity by the Sea Retreat. The 
new high-ceilinged gallery will 
be the perfect venue to show-
case Street’s signature work of 
large-scale, brightly coloured 
acrylic paintings.

The upcoming show at the 
Salt Spring Gallery will most-
ly contain a different side of 
Street’s work — selected both 
to fi t the smaller space and to 
reflect her recent change in 
medium due to a two-month 
hospitalization and recovery 

process. Despite the serious 
nature of her medical situ-
ation, Street took the oppor-
tunity of the hospital stay and 
subsequent visits to waiting 
rooms via bus and ferry to take 
up more portable forms than 
her usual large canvases. Her 
hospital room became a mini 
gallery space for the bright line 
drawings she created.

“She can’t not draw. Ever 
since she was two or three and 
could hold a pencil, she’s been 
creating things,” Chidakash 
said. 

“Art has been my lifeline and 
has repeatedly brought me 
back when I have been fac-
ing my most serious life chal-
lenges,” Street explains in her 
artist’s biography. “As a single 
mother, 22 years old, with two 
young boys, my life was shat-
tered when a drunk driver ran 
full speed into the back of my 
stationary vehicle. 

“For years after the accident 
my art was my lifeline as I strug-
gled to fi nd my way back from 
severe brain damage to full 
health, despite the doctors who 
told me to forget about ever liv-
ing a normal life again.”

The accident Street refers 
to occurred 50-odd years ago. 

Challenges have risen again 
and again, but art has always 
facilitated her healing journey 
— and it’s provided the same 
service for many others who 
see it.

Street began her training in 
Eugene, Ore. and furthered her 
studies in Oslo, Norway, at the 
California College of Arts and 

Crafts, and at Emily Carr Uni-
versity. As a versatile artist who 
has worked in ink, watercolour, 
acrylic, wood, stained glass and 
fabric, she has shown in many 
venues in the Lower Mainland, 
the Gulf Islands, Utah and Swe-
den. 

The presentation at the 
Salt Spring Gallery will be the 

LIVE MUSIC 

Bobfest tips hat to Dylan songs
Tree House music begins

Summer music kicks off at the Tree House 
Café this week, and the sixth annual Bobfest 
this Sunday promises to celebrate Bob Dylan’s 
74th birthday in style. 

From 6 to 10 p.m. people can hear a variety 
of island performers singing their interpreta-

tions of Dylan songs. The bill features such 
varied performers as Harry Warner, Richard 
Cross, Connor Jergensen and Jet Simon, Derek 
Duffy, Robert Johnson, If Dogs Run Free and 
the return of the original Bobfest house band: 
Siamese Shoulder Cat featuring Mark Vander-
werf, Dave Campbell, Malcolm Shoolbraid and 
David Jacquest.

CANADIAN ART 

Historic art featured at Pegasus 
Sampson-Matthews 
collection plus book 
signing

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring audiences will have 
another shot at connecting with an 
important part of Canadian art his-
tory when an impressive collection 
of Sampson-Matthews prints and 
originals opens at Pegasus Gallery 
this weekend.

Gallery owner Ian Sigvaldason 
put together a previous show of the 
prints in 2011, but he’s only become 
more fascinated by their history 
since then. Group of Seven mem-
ber A.Y. Jackson devised the project 

in 1942 as a way to boost war-time 
morale overseas. As supervised by 
A.J. Casson, it stretched far beyond 
war’s end as the iconic prints 
became the offi cial art of Canada’s 
public institutions. 

By the end in 1963, 117 images 
had been reproduced as high-qual-
ity silkscreen prints. Sigvaldason 
has been able to fi nd examples of 
nearly all of them, which helped 
with putting together his com-
prehensive new coffee-table book 
titled Art for War and Peace: How 
a Great Public Art Project Helped 
Canada Discover Itself.

Ten pieces from Pegasus Gal-
lery’s Sampson-Matthews collec-
tion were shown alongside Doug-
las Coupland’s show “everywhere 
is anywhere is anything is every-

thing” earlier this year at the Muse-
um of Contemporary Canadian Art 
in Toronto, as some of the imag-
es formed the base for his digital 
abstract works. The larger collec-
tion will go to the Canadian War 
Museum in Calgary from Septem-
ber 2015 to January 2016.

Sigvaldason will be on hand to 
discuss the art and sign copies of 
his books at the gallery this week-
end, with treats and talks planned 
for 4 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
May 15 and 16. The gallery will also 
be open Sunday. 

Some of the rarest of these 
famous prints created in the 1940s 
and 1950s will be on show, and 
visitors will be able to compare the 
original painting and the colour 
studies for several of them.
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17th Annual 
Music Under 

the Stars
111+ consecutive nights

of live music

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
8am - 10pm daily

 Next to Mouats in the heart of Ganges
250-537-5379

Music This Week 7-10pm

www.treehousecafe.ca

Wed May 13 Duck Creak
Thur May 14 Richard Cross
Fri May 15 Billie Woods
Sat May 16 Costners
Sun May 17 Bob Fest
Mon May 18 TBA
Tue May 19 Open Stage
Wed May 20 Ben Sures

premier showing of Something Wild, Something Bright, 
a series and style motivated in part by Street’s medical 
journey that includes all her trademark boldness, good 
humour and playfulness. 

Street will be available at the opening reception from 5 
to 8 p.m., on Friday. She will also be present to greet visitors 
throughout the entire opening weekend. 

The show continues to June 11. 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Artist Shera Street, whose For the Love of Colour exhibition 
will open at Salt Spring Gallery on Friday.  
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Seaside at Mouat’s
#1-104 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Salt Spring Island V8K 2S3

250.537.2421    www.pegasusgallery.ca

PEGASUS GALLERY of   CANADIAN ART
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OPENING RECEPTION  May 15 & 16
featuring

SAMPSON MATTHEWS PRINTS
 

Some of the rarest of these famous prints created 
in the 1940s and 1950s will be on show.

View the original painting and/or colour studies 
of several of these prints.

 
Ian Sigvaldason will share the story of the project 

and the preparation of the book: 
ART FOR WAR AND PEACE.

Friday, May 15 at 4 pm and again on Saturday, 
May 16 at 4 pm.

 
We’re looking forward to welcoming you to Pegasus.

ART REVIEW 

New Gary Cherneff paintings reveal mythic narrative
KiZmit shows The End 
of Fishing

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The art of fishing seems to inspire a 
compulsion for storytelling that out-
strips almost any other hobby — and 
in the case of Salt Spring artist Gary 
Cherneff, that compulsion can last 
for decades.

Now at a time and place in life 
when he doesn’t have to devote all 
his creative output toward making 
a living, Cherneff has taken a break 
from functional ceramics to concen-
trate on his ongoing love for other 
forms. A show at KiZmit Cafe and 
Galeria this month is devoted to that 
work.

The subject material inspiring The 

End of Fishing, Cherneff’s first solo 
show of paintings in many years, is 
a mythic narrative involving all the 
elements of great storytelling. There 
is a hero, a journey, the need for 
skills, knowledge and intuition, the 
occasions of mishap and triumph, 
and death. In short, paintings are the 
visual equivalent of the fishing story, 
albeit with a dark undercurrent.

Although the paintings form 
a type of non-linear storytelling, 
Cherneff said one of the most inter-
esting things about the show has 
been how others have taken up the 
narrative and unconsciously tried to 
reshape it.

 Seeing the work will also inspire 
individual responses, but these will 
be anchored in Cherneff’s visceral 
excavation of his own memories and 
experiences.

Cherneff’s paintings of fish are 
slightly abstract and quite expres-
sive, with unusual colour combina-
tions creating a surreal effect. Colour 

is indeed one of the striking aspects 
of the series, and works exceedingly 
well. In one example, dark shad-
ows among lurid purple, yellow and 
orange suggest a nightmare quality 
from the fish’s point of view. In anoth-
er, three fish in shimmering sky blue 
dangle before a crimson tide.

Comparing the fishing story to a 
Grimm’s fairytale, Cherneff agreed 
some of the fish depicted might be 
slightly scary. 

“I think that kind of goes with the 
colour and the drama and the theat-
ricality,” he said.

Cherneff’s process on this series 
was a complex one that started with 
a body of large, detailed drawings 
in charcoal and pastel he made 15 
years ago. To create the paintings, 
he made digital files, zoomed in on 
and simplified areas of interest, and 

then experimented with colour on 
screen before touching any paint. 
Despite the planning involved, the 
act of painting itself was loose and 
expressive.

“One of the things I’ve tried to take 
from the drawings is the immedia-
cy,” Cherneff said. “Putting it down 
on canvas is a pleasurable kind of 
thing.”

The show also includes a small 
series of abstract landscapes called 
Dream Vacation, based on drawings 
from a road trip taken years ago, and 
some individual works. Cherneff 
hinted that Night and Blood Orange 
has an unsavoury provenance; 
whatever the source material, the 
encaustic painting features a strik-
ing colour combination with orange 
objects against a white field and a 
black “sky.” 

CONCERTS

Folk duo opens Grooveyard season
Pharis and Jason 
Romero May 22

The Southend Groove-
yard kicks off the concert 
season at its cool outdoor 
space on Friday, May 
22 with an acclaimed 
husband-and-wife team 
from Horsefly, B.C.

“Singing vibrant duets, 
writing deadly songs, 
playing handmade ban-
jos and loving old acous-
tic guitars, Pharis and 
Jason Romero have a 
classic story,” the duo’s 
website promotional 
material explains. 

“When a matchmak-
er, some scratchy old 
records and a custom 
banjo led to their meet-
ing in 2007, they knew 
they were in for the 
long haul. They’ve since 

released five records — 
three as a duo — and 
toured across North 
America and the U.K. 
They’ve been featured 
on NPR Music, CBC, Folk 
Alley, and many more, 
and have performed on 
A Prairie Home Com-
panion (several times) 
and The Vinyl Cafe. 

“They are passionate 
teachers and believers 
in many things folk, and 
their heartbreakingly 
harmonic live show is 
an ever-evolving and 
never-ending quest for 
good songs and beauti-
ful sounds.”

Raising a family while 
developing an ever-
growing demand for 
their custom-made J. 
Romero Banjos, Pharis 
and Jason have made 
time to carve out new 
songs and put their sin-

gularly recognizable 
stamp on old tunes. 
Their newest release 
is 2015’s A Wanderer 
I’ll Stay, and like those 
before, it’s earning tons 
of critical support. 

The evening begins 
with an optional dinner 

at 6 p.m. Doors for the 
show open at 7, and the 
music starts at 7:30.

Advance tickets are 
available at Fever Tree, 
Salt Spring Books and 
Stuff ‘n’ Nonsense. 

All proceeds benefit 
the artists.

CONCERTS 

Sooke choir prompts homecoming for director Ruddell
Tuned Air founder Ruddell 
brings old favourites

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Tuned Air’s former and beloved choral mas-
ter Bruce Ruddell will return to Salt Spring this 
weekend after nearly a decade’s absence, when 
the Sooke Community Choir gives a concert at 
All Saints’ By-the-Sea on Sunday, May 17.

Presenting their spring show called In My 
Life; Songs of Rivers and Blackbirds, the choir 
will offer John Lennon’s masterpiece, two “bril-
liant” arrangements by Canadian arranger 
Donald Patriquin, Moses Hogan’s famous work 
called Steal Away and the classic folk song Mid-
night Special, among other treats.

The Sooke choir’s conductor and artistic 
director needs little introduction on Salt Spring, 
at least among musical circles. As the found-
er of the long-running Tuned Air choir and a 
frequent creative partner of Bill Henderson, 
Ruddell’s artistic vision helped define the local 

music scene for many years before he moved 
to Victoria.

“Sooke is a community that is very similar 
to Salt Spring, which is probably why I’ve felt 
very comfortable there,” Ruddell said during a 
phone interview from Victoria. 

The Sooke group has a long and proud his-
tory, with 30 years in action and past trips to 
places like Denmark and China. Membership 
had dropped off in recent years to the low 20s, 
but with Ruddell at the helm it has quickly 
rebounded to a full strength of 60 members.

The path that led back to community choir 
directing was an interesting one. For the past 
several years Ruddell has devoted most of 
his time to professional theatre: his Bill Reid-
inspired opera Beyond Eden premiered at the 
Vancouver 2010 Cultural Olympiad, and his 
play Let Me Call You Sweetheart (with music by 
Henderson) ran at the Belfry in 2013. 

Writing tends to be isolating, however, and 
when Ruddell’s wife Barb decided that he need-
ed to get out of the house more, she signed him 
up as a relief conductor with the BC Choral 

Federation. Almost immediately, a call came 
from the Sooke Community Choir looking for 
an interim conductor from January to April of 
last year.

“I met with the folks and I really liked them, 
and I thought it would be a good thing to do,” 
Ruddell said. 

By summer, the choir had asked him to take 
the position permanently. He is now the group’s 
artistic director as well, which he relishes since 
it gives him free reign over all aspects of perfor-
mance and direction.

“I’m really happy about it. It puts me in touch 
with music again on a real, visceral level,” he 
said.

Though he’s enjoyed working with profes-
sional artists, Ruddell said he also gets great sat-
isfaction by helping those on the amateur level 
develop their skills. And as a side benefit, he gets 
to learn about all the members’ fascinating lives 
outside of choir, which can add to creating an 
engaging concert program.

One thing Ruddell has done is to introduce a 
more theatrical aspect to choir performances, 

with attention to costumes and lighting helping 
members bring songs to life. The choir’s sound 
is at all times highlighted by the expert playing 
of pianist Kathy Russell, who just took home the 
BC Choral Federation’s Joyce O. Maguire Award 
for outstanding accompanist.

Music selection remains extremely impor-
tant. Salt Spring audiences who went to Tuned 
Air concerts or who sang with the choir will 
recognize the program, as Ruddell has included 
many of his favourite selections with that group 
from down the years. One particular favourite is 
Midnight Special, which Ruddell had arranged 
as part of a folk rock concert he and Henderson 
produced back in the day. For this performance, 
some of the choir will bring out instruments to 
form their own band, with Ruddell taking up 
his guitar and others on stand-up bass, fiddle 
and more.

“I’m expecting the audience to sing the cho-
rus in that tune. It’s a really big, rocking tune,” 
he said.

The concert begins at 2:30 p.m. at All Saints’. 
Tickets will be sold at the door. 

The End of Fishing No. 8 by Gary 
Cherneff.

Photo by CIEL PATENAUDE

Pharis and Jason Romero perform on May 22.
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
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40% off
selected 

children’s items
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HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 

    GULF ISLANDS
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.

FLU  continued on 4ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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Weekend fi shing trip with the boys: $500-$1000
Electric downrigger: $500
Life jackets: $50
Watching your friends boogie off as you sit
& wonder what to do next?

...PRICELESS!

250-653-4020

Practice safe boating

midislemarine@shaw.ca  |  www.midislemarine.com
Licensed Mechanic, Mobile Service, Boat and Motor Sales

250-653-4020

Book Your 
Spring Service

Today!

EDUCATION 

Local school kids immersed in boating safety lessons

Fun, multi-faceted 
presentation gets 
messages to young
audience

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

Salt Spring’s marine search 
and rescue volunteers know 
how to keep busy. 

Not only do Royal Canadian 
Marine Search and Rescue Sta-
tion 25 members train exten-
sively so they can respond to 
emergency situations in area 
w a t e r s  a n d  p r ov i d e  s a f e t y 
checks for vessel owners, but 

t h e y  a re  a l s o  p r o a c t i v e  i n 
spreading critical messages to 
prevent tragedies from occur-
ring. 

“Boating safety is a big part 
of our public awareness pro-
gram in that we put on a school 
program for the kids, generally 
in grades 4 and 5, at that age 
when they are gaining a bit of 
responsibility,” explained Per 
Svendsen, RCMSAR’s Station 25 
unit leader.  

So far this year the program 
has  been presented at  Sal t 
Spr ing elementar y,  Fulford, 
Pender and Salt Spring Centre 
schools. 

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Clockwise from top left is Chase Akerman in a life jacket that’s just right for him, and then one that’s 
too big; RCMSAR Station 25 unit leader Per Svendsen (far right) working with kids on a safety exer-
cise using model boats; and Max Akerman in a giant adult fl oater suit after kids raced to put them 
on. Activities were part of a boating safety presentation given to Fulford school students on May 4.  

RCMSAR  continued on  14

THE HARBOUR AUTHORITY OF 
SALT SPRING ISLAND will be conducting 
repairs and upgrades to the boat ramp 
at Centennial Park commencing 15 May, 
with work expected to be completed by 
21 June.  Throughout this time frame there 
will be periods that the boat ramp will be 
unavailable for use.  Specifi c periods of 
closure will be available at the Harbour 
Offi ce (250-537-5711) when they are 
provided by the contractor.
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Marine!

GROUP

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm Sat. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Auto Parts Plus

Boat and Engine Care, Safety and Maintenance, 
Electronics, Plumbing, Lighting, Electrical, Steering 

and Props, Trolling Motors, Seating and Covers, 
Trailering, Fishing, Watersports

We now carry a full line of marine accessories. 
This year’s catalog offers 3,500 name 
brand products from over 155 major marine 
manufacturers. Extremely competitive prices.

We have access to over 
40,000 marine parts and 

accessories available for 
shipment within 48 hours 

to our store.

386-8375
www.anchormarineelectric.com

V

Marine Electrical & Electronic Sales

r
V

250-386-8375
www.anchormarineelectric.com
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May 
Entertainment

Fantastic Food  .  Spectacular Ocean Views  .  Live Entertainment
O�  Sales  .  Take Out  .  Large Groups  .  Families

SATURNA 
LIGHTHOUSE 
PUB Next to the Dock at Lyall Harbour   www.saturnapub.com     250-539-5725     

May 22  8:00 pm

Kickass Punk N’ Roll

PUTTIN’ 
ON THE FOIL

May 29  8:00 pm

Volunteers embrace water and safety

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

PFD PALS: Salt Spring launched the Kids Don’t 
Float program on April 25 at the new PFD loaning 
station next to Centennial Dock in Ganges. Youth 
lifejackets in a variety of sizes are available for use 
while kids are down on the docks or out in a boat. 
Funding for the project came from the Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring Island, the Gulf Islands Ma-
rine Rescue Society, which is the fundraising arm 
of the Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue 
Station 25 group, and Chris Garrigan. A second 
station is being installed at Kanaka Dock. 

In under an hour the volun-
teers do some impactful hands-
on activities, such as illustrat-
ing the difference between a 
life jacket that fits properly and 
one that doesn’t. If it’s too big, 
for example, the child can be 
left behind in the water when a 
rescuer grabs onto the collar of 
the life jacket.

Another activity sees kids 
race to fit themselves into a 
huge floater suit. 

A short film created on Salt 
Spring Island is also shown. 
Called Moby the Rescue Dog, it 
features a couple of kids who go 
out in a canoe and are wearing 
the incorrect size of life jacket. 

“Moby has a few simple rules 
about being safe,” said Svend-
sen. Those include staying with 
your boat if it turns over, and 
yelling for help.

“You don’t want to give them 
a whole bunch of detail. It ends 
up that his motto is Be Smart, 
Be Safe.” 

Kids also receive a colouring 
book about Putka the boating 
safety bear, which is published 
by the Canadian Coast Guard.

Sometimes kids will  share 
their experiences about boat-
ing during the program, and 
the volunteers will ask who in 
the class has a boat or canoe, 
for example. 

“ We tr y to get  a  sense of 
where they’re coming from, at 
least the ones who have boats.” 

They also ask students if they 
know where to find the life-
jackets on a ferry. Most of them 
don’t, said Svendsen.

“We have one of the keyhole 
lifejackets that BC Ferries has 
and we say, ‘Here, look for this 
sign on the door.’” 

St u d e n t s  a r e  a l s o  g i v e n 
whistles to use in case of an 
emergency on the water. Use 
of whistles is not a skill that’s 
practised in the school class.

“We give them to the teach-
ers, who hand them out at the 

very last minute.” 
Boating safety classes can 

also be put on for a group of 
adults, if requested.

Another service is the com-
p l i m e n t a r y  P l e a s u re  C r a f t 
Courtesy Check program for 
vessel owners, which is a Trans-
port Canada-approved entity.

Svendsen said that it’s a good 
reminder about what needs to 
be done and checked before 
boaters hit the water for anoth-
er season. 

“If everything checks off they 
get a sticker for their window 
and a certificate that is valid 
for a year.”  

About six  weeks ago,  Sta-
tion 25 volunteers went to the 
Maple Bay Yacht Club and did 
between 20 and 30 inspections. 

“They give us a lunch, which 
is nice, and we go over there.”

The group is also scheduled 
to do a safety check day at the 
Salt Spring Sailing Club at the 
end of the month. 

He said about 90 per cent of 
boats pass the inspections. 

One area that is more likely 
to need attending to is upgrad-
ing of flares, which must be 
replaced every four years, even 
if they still work. 

The RCMSAR can be reached 
to book services or for fur-
ther information at its www.
rcmsar25.com website.

“ We  e n j oy  t h e  w a t e r,  we 
enjoy the safety aspect and just 
reaching out to the community 
through what we do,” Svendsen 
said of his group members.

RCMSAR 
continued from 13

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Kids race to get into a fl oater suit as part of an 
RCMSAR event at Fulford school. 

“If everything checks o�  
they get a sticker for their 
window and a certi� cate 
that is valid for a year.” 

PER SVENDSEN
Unit leader,
RCMSAR Station 25
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SAFE BOATING WEEK

To maintain our high standard of volunteer 
marine search and rescue operations, we 

are starting a fundraising campaign to assist 
with the necessary refi t* of our Fast Response 

Vessel the Amarah Gabriel.  We need your 
help and support.

Please donate either by mailing a cheque or 
going to our website www.rcmsar25.com

Any amount helps and we will issue you with 
a tax receipt upon request.

Thanks for your help !

Gulf Islands Marine Rescue Society, PO Box 
782, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K1A0

*Our refi t requires replacement of 2 engines, electronics, 
hypalon tubes, seating, components & sea trial.

Support Your Local 
Marine Search & Rescue 

Volunteers !

Station 25 • Salt Spring Island

       We have everything...and more!
WWWWeeeeWeWWeWWeW hhhaaaaahahhahhahhah vvvvvavaavaava eeeevevvevvev eeeevvvvvveveeveeve eeeeeevevvevvevvev rrrrrrereereere yyyyyryrryrryrryr tttttthhhhhhthtthtthttht iiiiihihhihhihhih nnnniniiniiniini ggggggngnngnngnngn ........aaaaaaaaa.a..a. nnnnnnnanaanaanaana ddddndnndnndnndn mmmmooooomommommom rrrrroroorooro eeeererrerrerrer !!

7 DAYS A WEEK  250-537-5551

Home Owners 
helping  HomeownersTMOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

FROM BBQS TO ANCHORS, ELECTRIC 
MOTORS AND LURES TO RODS!!

FISHING LICENSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
TOP FLOOR VIA THE INTERNET

FISHING LICENSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
MARINE & FISHING 
SUPPLIES DEPOT

• Check the marine weather forecast, 
local tides and nautical charts of the 
area you plan to navigate.

• Prepare a fl oat plan and give a friend a 
copy. Tell them where you’re going and 
when you expect to return. 

• Also tell them who to call if you don’t 
return on schedule: Joint Rescue 
Control Centre (#727 on a cell phone, 
or 1-800-567-8111) or Victoria Coast 
Guard Radio (*16 on a cell phone) are 
both good options.

• Check that your VHF radio and 
cell phone are fully charged and 
operational.

• Make sure your safety equipment on 
board is complete and up to date.

• Check that your boat is in good 
working order and well-provisioned 
with food, water and fuel.

• Have everyone wear properly-fi tted 
PFDs. Kids can borrow PFDs from 
the loaner stations at Kanaka or 
Centennial docks.

• Wear appropriate clothing, avoiding 
cotton. Allow for cooler temperatures 
at sea and unexpected weather 
changes.

• If you have guests aboard, make 
sure they know where emergency 
equipment is stored, how to use it and 
how to get help if something happens 
to you.

Info prepared by RCMSAR 
Station 25 (Salt Spring Island) 

SAFE BOATING 

Alcohol and boating don’t mix
Survey also fi nds 
astoundingly low 
PFD use among
Canadians

The upcoming May long week-
end has historically been a deadly 
time in Canada. Not just the road-
ways but waterways have been 
areas of heartbreak to the families 
of those who say they don’t need to 
wear a lifejacket. 

A 16-year Transport Canada 
study by the Office of Boating 
Safety reveals some embarrass-
ing facts about those who use the 
waterways for recreational pur-
poses.

“It is astounding to note,” the 
2010 report reads, “that in expo-
sure to boating, where the most 
frequent injury incidents involve 
capsizing and falling overboard, 
non-swimmers and weak swim-
mers continue to boat without a 
fl oatation device, and drown as a 
result.” 

Search and Rescue personnel 
know all too well that even con-
summate swimmers have great 
difficulty putting a lifejacket on 
once they’ve fallen in the water, 
especially when it is as cold as the 
water usually is in Canada.

The added issue of cold water 
shock is that sudden exposure 
triggers an automatic gasp refl ex 
that causes people to suddenly 
inhale a litre or more of icy water. 

Without a lifejacket properly 
fastened, death could be moments 
away.

 
Sti�  penalties aim to 

curb impaired boaters
What the experts fi nd partic-

ularly astounding is that boat 
operators feel perfectly confi-
dent boating under the influ-
ence of alcohol. This is in spite 
of Lifesaving Society statistics 
highlighting that approximately 
40 per cent of boating fatalities 
involve alcohol.  

Alcohol is often called “false 
courage.” Interestingly, the mind 
numbing effect that alcohol has 
on boaters can be almost dou-
bled by sun, wind and waves.

 In an experiment called the 
Drinking and Boating Test, a 
mixed group of boaters were 

selected to manoeuvre through 
a challenging obstacle course 
before and following consump-
tion of alcohol. Even after min-
ute blood levels of alcohol were 
acquired, participants knocked 
into dummy people appearing 
in the water and they frequently 
failed to negotiate through-
ways. 

One participant in the experi-
ment said she was surprised at 
what she couldn’t do after just a 
little alcohol. 

“Your perception, your brain, 
nothing is working and nothing’s 
really quick. You’re not quick on 
the draw like you normally are 
when you’re sober,” she says.

 
Safe boating is 

no accident
Other factors affecting boat-

er safety that police will  be 
checking for this long week-
end, which is also the kick-off 
of North American Safe Boat-
ing Awareness Week, include 
proper  preparation (char ts 
and appropriate equipment 
on board), boater card for the 
operator,  a  safe number of 
occupants for the vessel and 
safe operation (taking into 
considerat ion weather  and 
observation of boating rules).

To view the Drinking and 
Boating Test video or to find 
out what you need to be in 
compliance with your particu-
lar craft, visit the website www.
SmartBoater.ca.

Article provided by the 
Canadian Safe Boating Council.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Lifejackets are meant to be worn.

• Check the marine weather forecast,
local tides and nautical charts of the 
area you plan to navigate.

• Prepare a fl oat plan
copy. Tell them where you’re going and 
when you expect to return. 

• Also tell them who to call 
return on schedule: Joint Rescue 
Control Centre (#727 on a cell phone, 
or 1-800-567-8111) or Victoria Coast 
Guard Radio (*16 on a cell phone) are 
both good options.

Safe Boating

Checklist Prior to setting 
sail it’s important 
to be prepared. 
Use this checklist 
to increase your 
safety at sea.
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Seniors Program 

SHELLYSE SZAKACS, Seniors Program Coordinator 
sszakacs@ssics.ca  |  Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Seniors Scams and Fraud Workshop
Friday, May 22, 1:00pm to 2:00pm
At the Seniors Wellness Centre
Call 250-537-4607 to pre-register.
 
The Screening Mammography Mobile Program
Monday May 25 – Friday May 29,
In the back lot of Lady Minto Hospital
Women 40 years and older call:
1-800-663-9203 to book appointments

McNeill Audiology
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  H E A R I N G  C A R E

EXPERIENCED .  PROFESSIONAL .  AUDIOLOGISTS

The Waterfront, 5-9843 Second St., Sidney
www.mcneillaudiology.ca
admin@mcneillaudiology.ca

250-656-2218

• Hearing Aids  
• Hearing Aid Accessories
• Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     

CELEBRATING 

20 years 
of service 

Fraud — you hear about it, you read about 
it, and you may have encountered it. Let’s get 
together and discuss it.

The Salt Spring Community Services Seniors Wellness 
program, in partnership with Island Savings is hosting 
a “Be Fraud Aware” workshop on Friday, May 22 at the 
Seniors Wellness Centre, 129 Hereford Ave. (across from 
Café Talia) from 1 to 2 p.m. 

The “Be Fraud Aware” Workshop for Seniors and 
their caregivers will teach the tell-tale signs of a fraud, 
how scams works and what steps victims of fraud can 
take afterward. The goal of the workshop is to inform, 
empower and protect you from financial scams and fraud.

We must take responsibility for protecting ourselves 

against fraud. Learn about what types of fraud exist, 
and methods we can use to reduce the opportunity of 
becoming the victim of fraud.

If we become the victims of fraud it’s important for us 
to put measures in place so that it never happens again 
and that includes reporting it to the fraud department of 
the RCMP.

Sandy Harkema, the Island Savings personal banking 
advisor who will facilitate the workshop, says, “Island 
Savings cares about protecting you from fraud, and I’m 
glad that I‘ve been invited to present the Be Fraud Aware 
workshop.” 

For more information and to register, please contact 
the centre at 250-537-4607 or email: esmith@ssics.ca.

1-855-537-4228(4ACT)
241 Lower Ganges Road 
(Gulf Clinic)
www.acthearing.ca

• 90 day trial on hearing devices
• Comprehensive hearing assessements
• VAC health identifi cation cards accepted
• Part of the WorkSafeBC provider network
• Independently and locally owned

ACT NOW call for an 
appointment today!
In Ganges every 
Tuesday to help 
with your 
hearing care.

Experience
Matters

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Sherwood House
Independent Retirement Living with Supportive Services

Bright, spacious  
1 & 2 bedroom suites
Chef  prepared meals
Housekeeping/ laundry 
Safety, Security & Friendship
Activities & outings, Pet friendly
Furnished Guest suite

Premium suites available for occupancy!

280 Government Street, Duncan, BC V9L 0B5 
Call us at 250-715-0116   

www.sherwood-house.com

Independent and 
assisted living choices 

for today’s senior.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  |  250.656.8827 peninsulanorgarden.ca  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  by THE TIDMAN GROUP

I’m everyone’s son-in-law.
The best part of my day? Speaking 
the universal language of laughter.

Wilf, Building Maintenance Manager, has been with us for 15 years. 

Be Fraud Aware! Workshop 
for Seniors

FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 
SPRING

To AdverTiSe in ThiS populAr 
monThly FeATure 

conTAcT 250-537-9933

FINE ART 

Top artworks ready to be snapped up this weekend 
Fundraising auction for 
arts council show 

By GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

Art-world excitement sizzles hot 
pink on Salt Spring in 2015, with work 
on this fall’s Salt Spring National Art 
Prize (SSNAP) Exhibition well under-
way. 

Besides support from all kinds of 
enthusiastic sponsors, the event that 
flashes a “can’t-miss-it” magenta logo 
will be financially bolstered by one 

major fundraiser — an art auction of 
more than 70 pieces from invited art-
ists on this weekend at Mahon Hall.

“The idea is that low-priced, high-
quality pieces will be available to 
everyone,” said David Cook, whose 
expertise in fine art sales is being 
appropriately exploited. 

The schedule goes like this: 
Friday, May 15 is preview night 

from 6 to 11 p.m. 
Saturday night is the live auction 

from 6 to 11 p.m., featuring local art-
works and pieces donated by collec-
tors, and hosted by always-entertain-

ing island “celebrities” Matt Steffich 
and John Bateman.

A silent auction with two sec-
tions, using a secret ballot process, 
starts Friday evening and continues 
through to Sunday, May 17 from 12 
to 5 p.m. One will cover works that 
have a starting price, while another 
“Your Best Offer” section will have no 
starting price and the works will be 
smaller and less expensive (although 
still of excellent quality).  

“The idea is that people will bid on 
art and they won’t know what other 
people are bidding, which we think is 

an interesting idea,” said Cook.
The fundraising auction is also dif-

ferent from many in that contribut-
ing artists and collectors were not 
asked to donate the work. Except 
for a few that have chosen to go the 
full-donation route, contributors will 
receive 50 per cent of the sale price. 

Other auction highlights are seri-
ous gift-certificate door prizes, the 
availability of beer and wine,  and free 
cupcakes while they last. 

As for the Salt Spring Arts Council’s 
SSNAP event itself, artists’ submis-
sions are coming along “fabulously,” 

said the show’s founding director 
Ron Crawford, with representation 
already received from eight provinc-
es. He expects a flood of submissions 
to arrive from across Canada before 
the May 31 deadline. 

A maximum of 50 two- and three-
dimensional pieces will be accepted 
for the show, which runs at Mahon 
Hall from Sept. 25 to Oct. 26. 

While a solid team of 40 volunteers 
is in place at present, more will be 
needed for the fall exhibition. Inter-
ested people can apply online at 
www.saltspringartprize.ca.
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands) is holding a 
“Community Forum” on Friday, May 22 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. (8:30 a.m. for coffee) in the Gulf Islands 
Secondary School gym.

The event is titled “Transforming Curriculum and 
Assessment in School District No. 64” and the 
district would like to extend this open invitation to all 
community members.

Please RSVP your attendance to Dawne Fennell by 
Thursday, May 14. She can be reached by email at 
dfennell@sd64.bc.ca or by phone at 250-537-5548, 
ext. 202.

There will be water taxi transportation available for 
this event. 

Invitation to all Community Members of School 
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)

Don’t miss this opportunity 
for a free hearing test.

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner

Free Hearing Screening Day at Country Grocer 
May 27th, 11am to 3pm

Schedule a Free 
Hearing Test and you 

will be entered for the 
Grand Prize Draw!

Door Prizes 
and Draws

 nexgenhearing.com

Selene Finlayson
RHIP/Owner

90 FREE TRIAL
NO MONEY DOWN FOR 21 DAYS
FREE TRIAL

NO MONEY DOWN FOR 21 DAYS

Service provider for VAC, WCB & NIHB

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Canadian Mosaic Project collects faces on Salt Spring
Street portraits honour nation’s 
150th birthday 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

People passing through downtown Ganges over the week-
end may have taken the opportunity to get involved with a 
unique photo project that will come of age with Canada’s 
sesquicentennial in 2017.

The nation’s upcoming 150th birthday is one of the motivat-
ing factors behind Tim Van Horn’s Canadian Mosaic Project. As 
he explained during a short break from taking photos on Satur-
day afternoon, he left his home in Red Deer six and a half years 
ago intending to spend one year on the road. 

The results of his epic cross-Canada journey to date can be 
seen on his travel trailer, which is laminated with some of the 
40,000 portraits he’s taken at “cultural intersections” along the 
way. The tiny faces are woven into a giant composite image of 
the Canadian fl ag. This is just a taste of the project to come, 
though. Van Horn will take a multimedia “pavilion” on the road 
in 2017, after capturing a total of 54,000 faces (representing 
1.5 per cent of the population). He is also planning a 150-page 
book called A New Canada that will explore the nation’s current 
cultural character.

“I think it’s time to update who we are. The face of Canada 
has changed radically in the last 10 years,” Van Horn explained.

“This is like visual anthropology. It’s a cross-section of our 
collective humanity, more than just being Canadian.”

At the same time, however, fostering national unity is one 
of the project’s goals. Van Horn intends to encourage dialogue 

about the kind of place Canadians want to live in while cel-
ebrating the nation’s distinctive cultural diversity.

“We need to have something that talks about community 
on all levels and renews a sense of citizenship,” Van Horn said. 
“My mission with this whole project is proving the virtues of 
living a righteous life, doing your part and fi nding your tal-
ents.”

Van Horn intends to kick off his 364-day tour on Canada Day 
in 2017, leaving from Mile Zero in Victoria and visiting schools, 
main streets and special events on his way east and north. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Tim Van Horn’s photo-adorned RV parked by Centennial Park. 
See the Driftwood’s Facebook page for more photos. 

ECOLOGY 

Carbon: it’s the magical big “C”
Adding and subtracting 
a controversial element

BY BOB WEEDEN 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

All through the skin of Earth, car-
bon moves in mysterious ways its 
wonders to perform. 

Carbon is deep in limestone beds; 
in soil; in atmosphere and ocean 
sediments; and in oceanic deeps 
as well as on the surface. It is in the 
bodies of all living things. It may be 
locked in place for millions of years, 
but sometimes, as at the surface of 
a leaf, it passes into and out of the 
plant hourly during photosynthesis 
and respiration.

Soil, rocks, the air, the oceans 
and living things are interconnect-
ed pools of carbon with incoming 
and outgoing streams. To put rough 
numbers on the volumes involved, 
soil microbes release about 60 billion 
tons of carbon (60 btC) into the air 
every year. A similar amount respires 
from leaves. Photosynthesis takes a 
balancing 120 btC from the air, plus 
an extra 3 btC returned to roots and 
soil to add to the reservoir of soil car-
bon. Atmospheric carbon rises by 4 
btC per year, and 2 btC are added to 
the sea surface, increasing its acidity.

The numbers are supposed to bal-
ance — so says the second law of 
thermodynamics. If pools of carbon 
in soil, air and water are rising, what 
is dropping? Old carbon locked up 
for eons in fossil fuels, limestone, 
and peat, that’s what. 

We burn enough gas, oil, and coal 
to release 4 btC each year into the air, 
some of which falls quickly onto the 
ocean. Cement manufacture takes 2 
btC yearly from limestone rock. The 
remaining 3 btC comes from cutting 
trees. Some of that carbon is shot 
into the air from burning slash piles. 
Some is taken away for paper mak-
ing or building construction, tempo-
rarily taking it out of circulation.

If the original forest is converted 
to annual crops like corn, wheat, or 
cane, the amount of carbon stored 
on the site is much less than in the 
forest. If trees are replanted after 
logging, the carbon in the local bio-
sphere pool slowly rises as trees grow.

Carbon stored in northern peat 
deposits for hundreds of thousands 
of years is being released, too, not 
because people burn it but because 
rising global temperatures trigger 
faster decomposition. It’s a positive 
feedback loop: warming releases 
more carbon which increases warm-
ing. 

The carbon in peat is released 
partly as methane gas, which is 23 
times more effective than CO2 as a 

greenhouse gas. I expect a lot more 
sightings of fairies, too, because 
methane heated to just below com-
bustion temperatures causes the 
will-o-the-wisps or ignis fatuus of 
folklore fame. Glow on, Harry Potter, 
glow on!

There are lots of lists suggesting 
how we can lock away more carbon. 
For example, a whole new industry 
sells indulgences to people feeling 
guilty about sins not yet commit-
ted. Want a sun break in Costa Rica? 
When you buy your ticket, pay some-
one to offset the C you will spew into 
the air. Mostly, they promise to plant 
trees where some just were cut. 
“These are the days of miracles and 
wonders  . . . .”

We haven’t tried everything yet. 
Canada Revenue and IRS already 
require that we keep paper records 
for tax purposes for 10 years. Why 
not increase that to 25 years? If, like 
me, you have kept unanswered let-
ters and rejection slips from publish-
ers for years, good on you! Lose the 
fi le cabinet key! 

And we definitely should give 
pleasingly plump people credit for 
good work. If 4 billion adults each 
were 15 kilos overweight, 30 million 
tons of carbon-rich fat would be out 
of circulation. 

Here’s another idea: if 100 million 
vehicles in North America, averaging 
six tires each, were fi lled with CO2 
instead of air, think of all the carbon 
we’d get out of the way. Using CO 
would be even better, but there’s a 
downside to that.

His project is intentionally being completed 
without government or corporate help. Individu-
als who would like to sponsor one kilometre of 
travel can visit the website at www.canadianmo-
saic.ca or see the project’s pages on Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Those who have had their portraits taken can 
also find them on the website around 10 days later 
by searching for their province and community.

NATURE’S CALENDAR 



Wed. May 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Duck Creak.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Drop-in Computer Help. 
Free assistance with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems 
every Wednesday at Salt Spring 
Literacy. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Giant Book Sale Drop-off 
Day. 
First chance to donate books for 
SS Literacy’s fundraising sale 
in November. Country Grocer 
Parking Lot. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Salt Spring Historical Society 
AGM. 
Annual general meeting, 
including election of officers, 
annual financial statement 
and other society business. 
Plus a program on Rev. Edward 
Francis Wilson, part II by Usha 
Rautenbach. Central Community 
Hall. 2 p.m.
Wednesday Night Poker. 
Hosted by Albert, sign up at 
6:30 p.m. The Local.
Expressions of the Heart.
Book launch and concert with 
Shaeah Love & Theda Phoenix. 
Ram Spring Wellness Sanctuary. 
7 p.m.
SongJam. 
A 21st-century pub sing-along 
to vocal and instrumental back-
ing tracks. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 
p.m.

Thur. May 14
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Richard Cross.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
The Big Show Grand Finale. 
Bands compete to see who will 
play at the Salt Spring Garlic 
and Music Festival in August. 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee. 
Regular business meeting. 
Starts at 9:30 a.m. at Lions Hall, 
with the town hall session start-
ing at noon. 
Tech Tutoring With Lisa 
Pearce. 
Windows and tablets. No Macs. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 1:30 
and 2:30 p.m. Last session.
Dance Temple. 
Sacred dance ritual for those 
who want to explore their 
creativity in a safe space. 
Every Thursday at Beaver Point 
Community Hall. 7 to 9 p.m.
Poetry Open Mic. 
Bob Weeden is featured 
poet. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. Sign-up for 
open mic portion (one poem per 
reader) is at 6:45 p.m. Readings 
begin at 7. 

Fri. May 15
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Doug & Thugs. 
Live music, plus free appies 
made by Dagwoods. The Local 
Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.   
Friday Night Jazz Cafe.  
Classic jazz every Friday with 
Lloyd and Myles English and 
special guests. Fernwood Road 
Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 
Billie Woods.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
The Coalition. 
Live rock/dance band. Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

StoryTime. 
A free, interactive program for 
children and families, particu-
larly suited for children 3 to 6 
years of age. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Friday WineDown TGIF at 
Salt Spring Vineyards. 
Bring your friends to wind down 
the week with wine and music 
in the beautiful winery setting. 
Salt Spring Vineyards. 4 to 6 
p.m.
Sampson Matthews Art Talk.
Ian Sigvaldason speaks about 
historic Canadian art series, plus 
signs his new book on the topic. 
Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art. 
4 p.m.
Coast to Coast Art Opening. 
Reception for exhibition featur-
ing Jade Boyd, Robert Potter, 
and Janis Woode. Gallery 8. 5 
to 8 p.m.
Shera Street Art Opening. 
Reception for Gulf Islands art-
ist, presenting For the Love of 
Colour. Salt Spring Gallery. 5 to 
8 p.m. 

Fri. May 15
  ACTIVITIES

SSNAP Art Auction Preview 
Night. See work available in 
silent and live auctions for event 
that benefits the Salt Spring 
National Art Prize event of the 
Salt Spring Arts Council, and 
make secret ballot bids on silent 
auction items. Mahon Hall. 6 to 
11 p.m. 
Butterflies of Salt Spring 
Island. James Miskelly, M.Sc. 
and research associate of Royal 
BC Museum, gives a presenta-
tion on Salt Spring butterflies, 
which he has studied for more 
than 10 years. A SSI Conservancy 
event. Lions Hall. 7 p.m.

Sat. May 16
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
The Barley Bros. Every Saturday 
at The Local. 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Costners.Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Jose’s Cuband Party. Jose 
Sanchez and band at the Legion. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m., music at 8 
p.m. 
Ange Hehr. Live rock/dance 
band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Challenge Cup 
Soccer Tournament. Games for 
men’s and women’s teams from 
May 16-18 on various fields. 
Saturday Market. Famous mar-
ket event with all items made, 
baked or grown by Salt Spring 
residents. Centennial Park. 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Round Salt Spring Sailing 
Race. Boats depart from Ganges 
Harbour at 10 a.m. on Sat., May 
16 and race around Salt Spring 
Island through Sunday morning.
Let’s Find Butterflies! Nature 
walk with entomologist James 
Miskelly. Meet at 265 Blackburn Rd. 
A SSI Conservancy event. 10 a.m.
Toddler Time. Stories, rhymes 
and more for kids three and under 
and their families. Salt Spring 
Library. 10:30 a.m.

Sat. May 16
  ACTIVITIES

Sampson Matthews Art Talk.
See Friday’s listing. Pegasus 
Gallery. 4 p.m.
Salt Spring Farm Dinner 
Series. 
Spring chicken dinner at Falcon 
Farm with Hope Hill Farm. 
Advance tix only. http://planto-
farm.org. Falcon Farm. 5 p.m.
SSNAP Live + Silent Art 
Auctions.
Secret ballot silent auction con-
tinues, and live auction runs at 
Mahon Hall from 6 to 11 p.m. 

  

Sun. May 17
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

In My Life: Songs of Rivers 
and Blackbirds. 
Bruce Ruddell and the Sooke 
Community Choir’s spring 
concert with award-winning 
accompanist Kathy Russell. All 
Saints Church. 2:30 p.m.
Bobfest VI. 
Sixth annual celebration of Bob 
Dylan’s music and his birthday. 
A variety of island performers 
sing their interpretations of Bob 
Dylan songs. Tree House Cafe. 6 
to 10 p.m.
Ange Hehr. 
Live rock/dance band. Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

SSNAP Silent Art Auction.
Secret ballot and “your best 
offer” silent auction continues at 
Mahon Hall. 12 to 5 p.m.
Salt Spring Challenge Cup 
Soccer Tournament. 
Games for men’s and women’s 
teams from May 16-18 on vari-
ous fields.
Unitarian Fellowship. 
Monthly singing service with 
Barb Slater. Salt Spring Seniors 
Services Society. 10:30 a.m.
 

Mon.  May 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Live Music TBA. Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Challenge Cup 
Soccer Tournament. Final 
games. 
David Loy Author Visit.
Healing the Self, Healing the 
Earth - A Buddhist Perspective 
on Our Eco-Crisis. Salt Spring 
Public Library Program Room. 
7:30 p.m.  

Tues. May 19
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Stage with David 
Jacquest. Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Stories About Cure, Relief 
and Comfort. Third in a series 
of four films; explores the effect 
of modern medicine’s success on 
the patient/doctor relationship. 
Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. 7 p.m.

Wed. May 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ben Sures.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Rock Kamp! Final Concert. 
Students from Galiano, Fulford 
and Phoenix elementary schools 
perform their own original 
songs in bands they formed for 
the school year. ArtSpring. 1 to 
3 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Drop-in Computer Help. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Dying With Dignity. 
This month’s topic is Writing 
Your Advance Directive: Your 
Voice, Your Choice. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 1:30 to 
3 p.m.
Wednesday Night Poker. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  CINEMA

• Boychoir — Stet, an 11-year-old orphan, ends up at a boy choir school after his mom’s 
death. He finds himself in a battle of wills with a demanding choir master who sees his talent 
and pushes him to discover his creative heart and soul. Starring Dustin Hoffman. 

• National Theatre Live’s Treasure Island. Robert Louis Stevenson’s story of murder, money 
and mutiny is brought to life in a thrilling new stage adaptation. Thursday, May 28 at 3 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Advance tickets only at Salt Spring Books and the cinema.

  EXHIBITIONS

• SSNAP Art Auction: Preview Night on Friday, May 15 from 6 to 11 p.m. at Mahon Hall. Silent 
and “your best offer” auctions run on Friday night, Saturday night during the live auction from 6 to 
11 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. The live auction is on Saturday from 6 to 11 p.m. only. 
Funds benefit the artists and the Salt Spring National Art Prize event of the Salt Spring Arts Council. 

• Coast to Coast — an exhibition featuring work by Jade Boyd, Robert Potter and Janis Woode 
— opens at Gallery 8 on Friday, May 15 with a reception from 5 to 8 p.m. Show runs through June 
8.

• Shera Street is a guest exhibitor at Salt Spring Gallery with For the Love of Colour, opening 
Friday, May 15 with a reception from 5 to 8 p.m. and the show running until June 11. Until May 14, 
Ilse Leader presents A Symphony of Colour, felted collages and wall hangings at the gallery.

• Pegasus Gallery presents historic Sampson Matthews prints beginning Friday, May 15, with 
art talks by Ian Sigvaldason on Friday-Saturday, May 15-16 at 4 p.m. on the project and his book 
called Art for War and Peace.

• Provence - en plein air paintings by Heather Caldwell runs at Duthie Gallery until June 4. 
Gallery hours are Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment. 

• The End of Fishing, potter Gary Cherneff’s first solo painting exhibition, is at KiZmit Galeria/
Café through May. Open Thursdays through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.ish. 

• Looking Up is an exhibit of photography by Bill Underwood & artwork by Suzanne 
Prendergast showing in the ArtSpring lobby in the month of May. 

• Elehna de Sousa shows photos in a series called Goa, India: Street Portraits and Vignettes 
at Fernwood Road Cafe until May 14. The cafe is open weekdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., except closed 
Wednesdays, and weekends from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Steffich Fine Art celebrates its 23rd birthday with an exhibition of new paintings by Melanie 
Williamson.

• The Salt Spring Library Program Room exhibit for May is Illuminate, an exhibition of work by 
illustrators Aidan Cassie and Allan Hancock. 

• Altered Book Art is a unique exhibit by Andrea Spalding seen in the display case at the Salt 
Spring Library through May. 

• Doug Wahlsten is showing photos of Fernwood Beach at Country Roasters Cafe during May.
• Heidi Van Impe’s oil paintings are on display at Island Savings. 
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

Invite the whole 
neighbourhood to 
your garage sale 
with a 
classified ad. 
CALL 
250.537.9933

Rock Kamp! 
Youth bands perform original songs

Wednesday, May 20th

ArtSpring • 1 p.m. 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  May 13   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

National
Theatre
 Live1 hrs 43 mins

Rating: PG

May 15th to 19th 
Friday to 

Tuesday 7pm 
Sunday 3pm matinee 

and 7pm

Thursday May 28th 
3pm matinee and 7pm 
$20 Advance tickets only at 
Salt Spring Books and the cinema.

TREASURE
ISLAND

2 hrs 10 mins
STARRING DUSTIN HOFFMAN
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It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

$647,500  Truly a rare find... this immaculate 1995 square foot home sits on a flat and private 3.31 acre lot with an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio in one bay) with a large basement 
workshop. If that isn’t enough this incredible custom home features a magnificent open concept floor plan with large south facing windows.  The main floor features a beautiful “country” kitchen, dining, 
living rooms and two generous size bedrooms, 4 piece washroom, laundry/mud room plus the master bedroom with en suite and walk-in-closet. The basement has a 676 square foot workshop a hobbyist 
dream come true. This home can accommodate any family and or retired couple who need room for family/friends! Definitely one to put on your short list.

$169,000 Don’t miss this chance to buy a commercial building in Fulford village on Salt Spring 
Island.  Instead of leasing commercial space buy your own building.  This sweet building could 
be used for any number of business.   The building has water but no sewer hookup.  One could 
put in a composting toilet.  The building is approx 560 Sq Ft, the lot it is sitting on is approx 653 
Sq Ft.  Why lease when you can buy!

$199,000  Close to town building lots with big potential harbour view from lot. Piped water with 
almost level building site make this 1.5 acre lot an ideal lot to build your dream home on Salt 
Spring Island. Driveway in place with older septic system that might work for temp RV hook up.

$599,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open 
plan home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails 
in a desirable west side neighbourhood.  With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally 
landscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home 
features a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality 
carpeting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous 
windows, and two fireplaces.  Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special 
touches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.

$205,000  On a quiet dead end road lies this easy to build on ocean view lot. This .28 acre ocean 
view building lot serviced with sewer and community piped water eliminating the need for 
costly septic system and well installation & maintenance. Excellent sun exposure and ideal for a 
2 story home to maximize on the ocean and island vistas. In a quiet neighbourhood enjoying the 
convenience of transit bus service . A short stroll to the beach, cafe and the Fernwood dock. 5th 
wheel RV trailer with temp power pole in place could be included in the price bring your offers. 

Scan the QR code 
to get a real time 
Salt Spring map 
with all the listings.

Scott Simmons  250-538-8316
email: saltspring@yahoo.com  •  www.SaltSpringRE.com

Salt Spring Island Representatives for

One Percent Realty
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250-538-8316
 www.SaltSpringRE.com  •  saltspring@yahoo.com  Scott Simmons 250-538-8316

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty

 www.SaltSpringRE.com  •  saltspring@yahoo.com  

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty

Scott Simmons
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
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Lloyd Nicholson    lloydsartbiz@gmail.com    250 538 7843

Before and After 
Restoring memories photo restorationRestoring memories photo restorationRestoring memories photo restoration
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B
lue V
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pholstering

 #6-315 U
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anges R
oad

Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook
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Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs

• Home & Care Facility Visits

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
• New Dentures

• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

Designer tackles divine challenge
Chemainus church 
organ fi nds a home 
in Vesuvius

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Paul FitzZaland readily con-
fesses to having a few OMG 
moments while he transport-
ed nearly 660 pieces of a pipe 
organ from the Chemainus 
United Church to his home in 
Vesuvius earlier this month.

“I suddenly realized that I’d 
become one of those eccen-
tric people you see on Crazy 
Homes or whatever other pro-
gram,” he said, during an inter-
view last week. “It’s like having 
an old car that I can tinker with, 
but right now it just looks like a 
bunch of plumbing.”

Parishioners disassembled 
the instrument over several 
days, while FitzZaland and 
some friends made three trips 
to collect all the parts, which 
include a keyboard console 
and hundreds of pipes ranging 
in size from a pencil to a small 
street light. Having relocated 
the organ, FitzZaland is ready 
for the real work to begin, put-
ting everything back together in 
his Quarry Drive home.

“When we moved into this 
house in August, we wondered 
what the heck we were going 
to do with this alcove [set off 
the living room], but once we 
squished the console in here, 
we realized it was made for an 
organ,” he said.

FitzZaland wants to have 
the organ ready to darken the 
mood for trick-or-treaters who 
descend upon the neighbourh-
hood on Halloween. He also 
plans to host a Christmas recital 
so church parishioners from 
Chemainus can hear the organ 
in its new home.

FitzZaland discovered the 
treasure while browsing an 
online classifi ed site. Since the 
parish could no longer afford 
to hire a professional to keep 

the organ tuned, it chose a 
modern alternative. Parishio-
ners offered the instrument to 
a good home so long as the new 
owner agreed to arrange trans-
portation and consider making 
a donation to the church.

FitzZaland couldn’t believe 
his good fortune.

“I’ve always liked collect-
ing keyboards and, as a joke, 
my wife used to say, ‘If you can 
fi nd a pipe organ, you can get a 
pipe organ,’ thinking, of course, 
that it would never happen,” he 
said, laughing. “Now she’s had 
to eat her words.”

If the churchgoers had any 
regrets about unloading their 
organ, they can be assured it’s 
in good hands. It’s only a short 
ferry ride away, and FitzZaland 
has a real knack for this kind 
of thing; he once designed toys 
for Mattel and has an array of 
guitars, ukeleles and keyboards 
throughout his home. When 
times get tough and none of the 
parts seem to fi t, he can always 
visit the refrigerator-sized gum-
ball machine in his kitchen.

The organ’s largest wooden 
pipes could be from Scotland, 
while the smaller ones, hand-

crafted out of a lead-zinc alloy, 
were made in Quebec. Other 
pipes come from New England, 
the console comes from New 
Westminster and another sec-
tion is from a church in Van-
couver’s Shaughnessy neigh-
bourhood. Because the organ is 
made from so many elements 
cobbled together over the past 
century, there’s no manual or 
YouTube videos FitzZaland can 
consult in a pinch. All he’s got 
are some photos, a contact in 
Chemainus and plenty of inspi-
ration. 

“There are some similar 
principles at work, but every 
unit is built for the space,” he 
said. “Everyone has added their 
touch along the way.”

When he’s done, the pipes 
will be arrayed along his fam-
ily’s main living room wall, 
smaller pipes will get tucked 
into a crawl space and the rest 
of the organ will sprawl under 
the house and onto this deck.

As the organ’s most recent 
owner, FitzZaland said, he’s also 
prepared to add his touch to the 
instrument’s history. By install-
ing a special electronic unit into 
the console, he’ll incorporate 
the organ’s old-school charm 
into his high-tech sound lab, 
a computer-based network 
of synthesizers and drum 
machines.

“My plan is to modernize 
it,” he said. “It will look the 
same, but inside I’ll put the 
MIDI setup so I can run this 
from my computer and sync 
it with other stuff.”

Medieval Baroque is about 
to meet modern synthpop.

FitzZaland has the confi-
dence and enthusiasm for the 
job ahead, but with boxes of 
pipes spread throughout his 
home, bellows on his front 
doorstep and a keyboard in 
his living room, he’s already 
got a plan B just in case.

“If this doesn’t work out, 
I can always grab some of 
these tubes and start busk-
ing in Ganges,” he said.

DANCE PARTY

Funk night benefi ts Pride
Live band plays Fulford Hall

Vancouver’s celebrated nine-piece band 
Queer as Funk will sail the Salish Sea to Salt 
Spring’s shores for a night of soul-shaking, 
grooving and celebration on Saturday, May 
23.

The Motown-funk-dance fundraiser for 
Salt Spring’s Pride festival will offer live music, 
plus the chance for islanders to “wear your 
funky best and put your groove to the test.”

Press material for the event explains: “Total-
ly unique in the history of Vancouver’s LGBTQ 
community, Queer as Funk brings together 
nine of the city’s hottest queer musicians in an 
explosive, high-energy dance band. With rep-
ertoire ranging from beloved funk, soul and 
Motown classics of the ‘60s and ‘70s (Aretha 
Franklin, Otis Redding, Stevie Wonder) to 
contemporary favourites (Amy Winehouse, 

Justin Timberlake, Mayer Hawthorne), Queer 
as Funk is also the sharpest-dressed suit-and-
tie band around.” The band has played to 
consistently sold-out audiences since their 
inception in early 2013. And between sets, 
Vancouver’s DJ Slade will keep dancers mov-
ing with more sweet sounds.

Doors open for DJ Slade at 8 p.m. and the 
fi rst band set is at 9 p.m. Advance tickets are 
available at Salt Spring Books (cash only) 
or online at http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/1398072.

Cash beer and wine sales and snacks will 
be available at the concession, and QAF mer-
chandise will be for sale. Sponsors include 
Barb’s Bakery and Bistro, Country Grocer, The 
Fishbowl Magazine, Click Salt Spring, Salt 
Spring Island Ales and Living Water Media.

The dance is a 19-plus event. Join the Face-
book page under Queer As Funk! Fundraiser 
for Salt Spring PRIDE 2015 for updates.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

Paul FitzZaland blows on one of the pipes in the dismantled 
pipe organ he has acquired from the Chemainus United 
Church, with some other pieces behind. 
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3202-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Grace Point Square

sarah@sarahcarty.ca

250.538.1600 www.sarahcarty.ca

Cafe: Monday-Friday 8am-4pm, 
Saturday-Sunday (starting May 10) 8am-3pm

Kitchen: Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Unit 110 in Gasoline Alley 778-353-2253

new hours !

& Café

250-246-4674
#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

The Happy Denturist
Brian Harris
30 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS

• FREE CONSULTATION
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS
• FERRY PICKUP
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

Need help promoting 
your business, call 
Elena 250-537-9933
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40% off
selected 

children’s items

Salt Spring  Books driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

INSERTS
• Country Grocer

• Ganges Pharmasave

• Thrifty Foods 
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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.

FLU  continued on 4ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net
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HARBOUR HAIR GALLERY

CALL: 250-931-1114

Linda Chapman
Owner/Stylist
Located at the 
Co-op Gas Station
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Alex’s Deal of the Week !

of theEMBE
BAKERY

Sausae Rolls 

SALe

Milkshakes reg. $4.50 $4.00 

REVISE
www.paulzolob.com

Serving Salt Spring Island
& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips Ave. 
Very private .25 acre lot backs on to 
Mouat Park and its abundance of walking 
trails. Zoning allows for a medical or 
dental offi ce with up to two practitioners. 
Den with separate entrance would be 
ideal for a professional offi ce. Older 
home had a major renovation in 1986. 
Many possibilities here.  $285,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home 
on a park-like .55 acre property in 
the North Central area. 3 bedroom, 
3 bathroom plus craft room and 
den. West facing, treed property 
with lots of smaller Arbutus trees. 5 
appliances plus propane fi replace.
 $349,000

ALL IN ONE
You can have it all if you build on this lot. Over 5 acres of 
untouched south end land offering you a choice of fl at building 
sites and gentle sloping land to the east. Ocean views available 
with some clearing of trees located on this property. This ocean 
view picture is from adjacent undeveloped lot. The well is 
already in place, just bring your building plans. $349,000

GREAT FAMILY HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY
Located on a half-acre parcel, this move in ready 3 bedroom, 
two bathroom home with addition is in pristine condition. 
Over 1300 sq. ft., with the vaulted ceiling in the living room and 
skylights in both bathrooms it is full of natural light. This well 
priced property offers even more value with the large south 
facing deck and single car garage.  This could make a great 
investment property with a long term tenant in place. New 
roof and skylights and hot water tank in 2014. $319,000

SALT SPRING TREASURE!  
2100 sq.ft, 3 bath home on 1 ac with a spectacular ocean view. Covered entry, 
open concept with large kitchen, vaulted ceilings, gas fi replace, and den. 
Lower level has a small kitchen area and separate entrance usable as a suite 
or B&B as this property is located within the pilot area allowing secondary 
suites. Attached garage and paved circular driveway. 1 year old vinyl deck with 
aluminium and glass railing. Close to town on Maxwell Lake water, very private 
and quiet! $525,000.

REDUCED

IDEAS 

Buddhist
author 
probes
eco-crisis
David Loy speaks on 
Monday

By MURRAY REISS 
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o d

When David Loy comes to the 
Salt Spring Public Library on Mon-
day, May 18 to speak on Healing the 
Self, Healing the Earth — A Bud-
dhist Perspective on Our Eco-Cri-
sis, he’ll be raising a question that 
couldn’t be more relevant or urgent. 

He asks what the connection is 
between personal transformation 
and the transformation of society.

Loy is a writer, professor of Bud-
dhist and comparative philoso-
phy, and Zen teacher in the Sanbo 
Kyodan tradition of Japanese Zen 
Buddhism. His work makes new 
connections between Buddhist 
teachings on personal suffering 
and how we can work collectively 
to heal a biosphere in crisis. His lat-
est book, A New Buddhist Path, has 
been called “a wake-up call for Bud-
dhists and everyone else on how 
to respond to the current multiple 
crises.”

In his writings and talks, Loy 
encourages a spiritual practice that 
links personal transformation with 
healing our deeply wounded and 
fragmented Earth community. In 
it, Buddhism and activism come 
together to overcome the “three 
poisons” of greed, hatred and delu-
sion the Buddha identified 2500 
years ago as the causes of human 
suffering.

Today, Loy argues, these poisons 
have become institutionalized; 
they’ve taken on a life of their own. 
Our economic system institutional-
izes greed; racism and militarism 
institutionalize ill will; and the cor-
porate media institutionalize delu-
sion. The three support and rein-
force each other and now threaten 
all life on Earth. Any personal awak-
ening we may experience remains 
incomplete until it is accompanied 
by a social awakening that responds 
to these institutionalized causes of 
widespread suffering.

This makes the eco-crisis as 
much a spiritual challenge as a 
political, technological and eco-
nomic one. Buddhist teachings 
become all the more relevant, espe-
cially with their emphasis on inter-
dependence and non-duality.

“As earth-dwellers,” Loy says, 
“we’re all in this together. When the 
Earth’s ecosystems become sick, 
we all become sick. We are being 
challenged to realize our interde-
pendence — our larger ‘self’ — or 
else. The Earth is telling us: Wake up 
or get out of the way.”

Loy’s talk at the library begins at 
7:30 p.m. 

You can find out more about him 
at www.davidloy.org.

TRADE
SHOW

Photos by Jen MacLellan 

The 11th annual Women 
in Business event orga-
nized by the Driftwood 
saw Mahon Hall hop-
ping on Friday night. 
Clockwise from top left, 
Elizabeth Anderson 
gives a chair massage 
treatment; Niki Verzuh 
of Salt Spring Clothing 
Company; visitors enjoy 
treats prepared by Coco 
Loco while socializing at 
the event. Betty Taylor 
won the door prize of 
accommodation and 
restaurant gift certifi-
cates from sponsor Hast-
ings House.   

womeninbusiness
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TIP OF THE WEEK:

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) Your energy levels 
are on a steady rise. Regarding practical 
interests this will support your efforts. 
Closer to home and in the emotional 
department you may need some extra 
help. Creating beauty and harmony in 
your living environment and with your 
family or people you live with. Giving due 
measures of time and energy to all the 
respect fronts of your life will win the day.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) A process of 
taking pioneering leads continues. 
You are probably busy on a variety of 
fronts and this trend will continue and 
even increase over the coming weeks. 
At deeper levels you are undergoing 
some powerful changes which can be 
described as a metamorphic process. 
This can prove advantageous but that 
depends on you and how well you can 
tune-in and cooperate.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) The past few 
weeks have likely been pivotal for you. 
Circumstances have required you to 
tend to matters behind the scenes. More 
recently you have been entering new 
territory, at least mentally and emotionally 
but in actuality as well. Now you are 
entering the follow through period. It will 
ensue for the next several weeks. Your 
perceptions will be extra lucid and your 
emotions poignant.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) A busy time 
tending to matters behind the scenes 
is underway. This includes challenges 
to persevere and push through 
potential delays and disappointments. 
Conducting yourself with grace, charm 
and diplomacy will feel right but it may 
be a bit of a challenge to fully achieve. 
In some respects you have entered a 
slow learning curve so focus to build your 
confi dence to persevere.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) A process of getting 
the attention you want and feel you 
deserve continues. In some respects you 
may even act out rebelliously to be seen 
and heard. Breaking with tradition you 
are willing to do things differently. Your 
ability to think outside the box is easier 
than usual. All the while your heart is 
beating strongly with new prospects and 
love interests.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) You are seeing 
a broader horizon. New ideas subject 
to practical considerations are on your 
mind. You are in a good position to both 
teach and train others and also to receive 
the same. Warm feelings for friends are 
mixed with memories and sentimental 
feelings. You yearn for quality time shared 
and new experiences that can serve to 
re-establish bonds.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Sometimes we are 
prone to wear our emotions more openly, 
like now. Dealing with some of the deeper 
aspects of life, perhaps even death, have 
a way of triggering our emotions. These 
may be expressed as sadness or fear. 
Yet there is also the feeling of completion 
and perhaps at least of knowing the 
verdict. Philosophical perspectives you 
feel strongly about are being activated 
as well.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Cultivating a 
whole new level of quality in some of 
your more important relationships is a 
central theme now. In some respects 
traditional attitudes are winning your 
heart. You want to make things right 
and you are willing to do the work. Yet, 
you also may feel town about what 
constitutes the best way to go. Honor 
your sense of individuality for best 
results.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) Making 
changes in your overall l ifestyle 
continues. Purging, cleaning and/or 
cleansing are featured. When energy is 
released by the removal of obstacles and 
deep feelings of renewal is experienced. 
Engaging with others requires additional 
effort to achieve harmony. Either you or 
they are proving to be extra stubborn. It is 
probably them…
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Critical 
analysis and creative thinking combined 
towards making key investments are 
keeping you busy now. Making decisions 
that support significant others to feel 
secure is featured. To this end you 
are willing to put in the extra time and 
effort required. Yet, your interest in prior 
commitments is beginning to wane. You 
need to believe fully in what you are doing 
and how.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Some pretty 
hefty shifts close to home are a call to 
make adjustments. Fortunately, there is 
reason to say you feel inspired. With your 
overall social network expanding, you 
may even sense that dreams are coming 
true. Returns for past efforts are featured. 
The overall momentum is speeding up 
and requires a sporting attitude and 
approach to keep up.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Change is in 
the air. It stands to have a direct impact 
upon your earning ability and potential. 
This is stirring a good deal of thoughts, 
communications and activity close to 
home. Renovations or even moving 
house are quite possible. Paying extra 
close attention the details is featured. 
Yet, despite the efforts required, you feel 
happy.

As the New Moon in Aries cycle winds down to its fi nal days it will pass 
the torch on to Taurus on May 17. This new cycle occurs on the eve of 
Mercury turning retrograde (May 18 – June 11) for its tri-annual 3 week 
cycle. What this suggests is that Mercury will be stationary (appears to be 
at a standstill) in the New Moon chart. This will bring added focus and will 
increase the emphasis on communications among people. This is especially 
true with Mercury in its own ruling sign of Gemini where it will remain for the 
duration of its retrograde cycle. Mercury retrograde in Gemini is generally 
the Best sign positions for it to be when retrograde. However, the end result 
for people will depend on how it is situated and the aspects it makes in their 
own Birth Chart. This is ever the case. Mars is also in Gemini along with 
Mercury and its exact degree position at the time of the New Moon suggests 
that it will infl uence a rather energetic assertion to get to the bottom of 
things. Regarding the theme of increased communications, it suggests that 
people will want answers especially regarding larger political trends. Venus 
meanwhile in Cancer indicates increased concern about security in general 
and this naturally includes money. Yet questions regarding Bill C51 linked 
to themes of security wagered against those of privacy is raising concerns 
and is already and will likely be strongly on the airwaves. How Mercury 
retrograde will play out ever depends upon the particulars of one’s birth 
chart and circumstances. From the standpoint of Horoscopes or ‘Solar Chart 
Astrology’, it could prove more challenging for Taurus, Cancer, Virgo and 
Libra than the other signs if one of these is your Ascendant.

READ MORE ABOUT IT ON MY NEWSLETTER – 
SIGNUP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
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THEY’RE HERE NOW: Attendees at the annual Salt Spring Manitoba party let themselves be counted 
outside Lions Hall on Friday night. The event is a gathering of Salt Spring Islanders who moved west from 
Manitoba. 

ISLAND PERSPECTIVES 

Writer recalls ‘when we were 87’
Fond remembrances of 
Ernest Haigh

BY VAL HAIGH
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

When we were 87, at the 
beginning of 2014, there were 
still the fi ve of us: Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth, Winnie-the-
Pooh, Fidel Castro, Ernest and 
me, all born in 1926 and now 
rising 88. 

Pooh, of course, still looked 
the healthiest, being ageless, 
then her Majesty, probably 
me next, and then Ernest and 
Castro, both cancer survivors, 
although Castro claimed that his 
was “a near-fatal intestinal ail-
ment,” so who knows?

What I did know, being a real-
ist, was that Ernest could not 
survive much longer; although 
as I was also an optimist, I reck-
oned he was such a fi ghter that 
he might hang in there for a few 
more months, perhaps even 
another year or two. By the sum-
mer, though, it began to be obvi-
ous that he was going downhill 
fast.

Sadly, he did not survive, 
dying on Sept. 4, 2014, losing, 
as the clichés would have it, 
his long drawn-out battle with 
throat cancer, and sailing off 
into the sunset on his last single-
handed voyage.

So only we other four 88-year-
olds are still around. At least 
back in England Pooh is presum-
ably keeping fi t in never-never 
land, while the Queen made it 
through safely and regally into 
her 89th year. She even sent her 
fi rst Tweet (standing at a pedes-
tal), from the @BritishMonarchy 
account, in front of 600 guests 
from the world of science and 
technology, at the new Informa-
tion Age gallery at London’s Sci-
ence Museum.

“It is a pleasure to open the 
Information Age exhibition 
today at the @Sciencemuseum,” 
Her Majesty tweeted, “and I 
hope people will enjoy visiting. 
Elizabeth R.” 

How Ernest would have loved 
to be appalled at the idea of 

the Queen tweeting! I am bereft. 
There is so much now that we can 
no longer share.

Back in July, Vladimir Putin, 
who was on a six-day visit to 
Cuba, met Raul Castro and he 
later met Fidel, whose recent 
long silence had made reporters 
question whether or not he was 
still alive. Then on Aug. 13, 2014 
his 88th birthday was celebrated 
with a concert and a photo exhi-
bition, presumably to confirm 
that he was still alive and kicking.

We had had our own big cel-
ebration — our 60th anniversary 
of Unadulterated Wedded Bliss 
— back on Aug. 20 of 2009 with 
a big family party, which includ-
ed a riotous game of croquet in 
our garden on Salt Spring, with 
Ernest, as always, in the lead. 
We were presented with a large 
mimosa tree to be planted beside 
the gazebo. Ernest lived long 
enough to see it bloom, fi ve years 
later.

There were some years at anni-
versary time when the bliss had 
worn a little thin, like once in 
New Zealand when we declared 
ourselves un-married to the crew. 
It didn’t make any difference to 

anything, except that it made us 
feel a little better and made our 
daughters feel a little worse, espe-
cially as I was threatening to leave 
the boat (or was it the man?). 
Looking back at life aboard Tryste 
years later, our middle daughter 
Anne said, “The worst times for 
me were when you and Dad were 
talking about splitting up, family 
turmoil times, when things were 
going badly in your relationship 
and it was looking like the whole 
thing was falling apart.” Luckily I 
thought better of it.

I did try to leave him for a year 
when we returned from our fi ve-
year world circumnavigation, 
but it didn’t work out. How can 
you leave a man (however irritat-
ing) who, when you say you are 
leaving him, fi nds a good rental 
for you owned by a friend of his 
and then goes back to turning 
the boat barn into a home for you 
and him, and who comes to din-
ner two or three times a week, not 
to mention the fact that I was the 
one with the double bed. Once a 
captain, always a captain. 

As Susie said about rough 
weather at sea, “I was never really 
frightened. Dad always knew what 
to do.” That’ll do for an epitaph. 
“He always knew what to do.”

The writer is author of Chas-
ing the Dream: Tryste Around 
the World; and Tryste and the 
Sea: The Last Two Voyages. The 
above follows on an article by Val 
Haigh titled Now We are 85, which 
appeared in the Driftwood’s 2012 
Young at Heart publication.

There were some years 
at anniversary time 
when the bliss had 
worn a little thin . . . .



June Burritt 
A LIFE WELL LIVED

June 1, 1918 – May 5, 2015

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of June Burritt, 
the matriarch of a British  
Columbian family spanning 
five generations. She was 
approaching her 97th 
birthday.

June (nee Sara Bates) 
was born in Moosejaw, 
Saskatchewan and moved 
to Vancouver with her 
widowed mother when 
she was 12 years old. Their new life was a struggle but they 
established a legacy of  lifelong closeness and devotion to 
one another in the process.  In her teens June joined a young 
peoples group at Chown Memorial United Church where she 
met Charlie Burritt. They were married September 6th 1939 
and settled in Vancouver where their four children were born, 
daughters Leonore, Arlene and Pat and son Harvey.

In time June’s family grew to 10 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren all of whom were nourished with her endless 
love and care.  She had influence over all she met in a subtle 
and profound way. June’s beautiful smile spread warmth 
wherever she went.  Above all, she lived a life of kindness, 
service, and humour.

June was a lifelong member of the United Church, and 
contributed her many talents wherever needed. Many women 
remember her as their CGIT leader and mentor first from 
Chown Memorial and then from South Burnaby United, where 
she and husband Charlie sang in the choir, taught Sunday 
school and joined the men’s and women’s groups where they 
both took leadership roles.

June and Charlie’s home in South Burnaby was the centre of 
many family and church activities over the years. Their annual 
Easter egg hunt drew children from their church as well as 
the nearby community.  After Charlie’s death in 1980 June 
continued her involvement with church and community life 
surrounded by close friends.

 In 2003 June moved to Salt Spring Island to be near 
daughters Arlene and Pat and became one of the first residents 
of Meadowbrook where she spent 10 happy years. June’s final 
two years were lived at Lady Minto Residential Care where 
her gracious manner and loving smile was adored by both staff 
and residents. Her church family at Salt Spring United was 
another source of love and support.

June’s family expresses their heart felt gratitude for all the 
kindness she received from her United Church family, Dr. Dan 
Kalf and the staff at Lady Minto Hospital E.C.U.

 She is survived in her immediate family by son Harvey 
Burritt and wife Liz, and daughters Lee McAleese and husband 
Ken, Arlene Dashwood and husband Don, and Pat Webber and 
husband Joe. June’s husband Charlie Burritt remained the love 
of her life.

There will be a Memorial Service for June at Salt Spring 
Island United Church on July 11th at 2.30 PM. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to the Salt Spring Island United Church 
or a charity of your choice.

Robert William (Bob), Petty
March 6, 1921 - May 8th, 2015

On May 8th in the wee hours of the morning, 
our loving Dad passed away at his home in 
Braehaven. Predeceased by his wife Virginia 
(Ginny) of 50 years, and his friend Pearl Motion.

Bob will be deeply missed by his daughters: 
Barb (Gorden) and Shirley, his grandchildren: 
Jim, Sarah and Lara and his great-granddaughter 
Jess.

Thank you to all the staff at Braehaven for all 
the care over the past nine years.

No services by request.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, 

May 24th at the Masonic Hall at 2PM.

h

Alan Henry Kirk,  
LIEUTENANT COLONEL, RETIRED

August 1, 1929 - May 9, 2015

Alan died quietly in Lady 
Minto Hospital after a long 
struggle with failing kidneys 
complicated by pneumonia.

Born in Summerland, BC,  
son of  Lucy and John Kirk, 
deceased.  

Alan is survived by his 
sister Muriel in Calgary. 
Deeply missing him are: 
his loving wife Elizabeth 
(Betty) and his five sons, 
Robert of Christina Lake, 
John (Catherine) of Murphys 
Creek, Australia, Andrew 

(Denise) in Port Moody, David (Kim) in Calgary, and 
Brian (Mwejolon) in the Marshall Islands. We were 
blessed with four grand daughters Rity, Elizabeth, 
Margaret and Sophie.

Many thanks to the compassionate staff at 
Lady Minto Hospital, Dr. Leon and our friendly 
Meadowbrook family.

No service by request.

#1108 Grace Point Square, 
115 Fulford-Ganges Road 250.931.0091

5TH ANNIVERSARY SALE
May 15, 16 & 17.

Draw your discount - 20% to 100% !
SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 
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INFORMATION

APPLY NOW: A $2,500 Pen-
ny Wise scholarship is
available for a woman entering
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in
Vancouver. Application dead-
line May 31, 2015. Email appli-
cations: fbula@langara.bc.ca.
More information:
www.bccommunitynews.com/
our-programs/scholarship.

DO YOU have a disability? 
Physical or mental. We can
help you get up to $40,000
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. For details online:
disabilitygroupcanada.com or 
call us today Toll-Free 1-888-
875-4787.

PERSONALS

ALL MALE Hot Gay Hookups! 
Call FREE! 1-800-462-9090.
only 18 and over.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - CELLPHONE on route 
between Stewart Rd, Cusheon
Lake Rd. & Fulford Ganges Rd
to town. If found please call
Pat at:  250 537- 8871.
Reward offered

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of June Burritt, 
the matriarch of a British  
Columbian family spanning 
five generations. She was 
approaching her 97th 
birthday.

June (nee Sara Bates) 
was born in Moosejaw, 
Saskatchewan and moved 
to Vancouver with her 
widowed mother when 
she was 12 years old. Their new life was a struggle but they 
established a legacy of  lifelong closeness and devotion to 
one another in the process.  In her teens June joined a young 
peoples group at Chown Memorial United Church where she 
met Charlie Burritt. They were married September 6th 1939 
and settled in Vancouver where their four children were born, 
daughters Leonore, Arlene and Pat and son Harvey.

In time June’s family grew to 10 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren all of whom were nourished with her endless 
love and care.  She had influence over all she met in a subtle 
and profound way. June’s beautiful smile spread warmth 
wherever she went.  Above all, she lived a life of kindness, 
service, and humour.

June was a lifelong member of the United Church, and 
contributed her many talents wherever needed. Many women 
remember her as their CGIT leader and mentor first from 
Chown Memorial and then from South Burnaby United, where 
she and husband Charlie sang in the choir, taught Sunday 
school and joined the men’s and women’s groups where they 
both took leadership roles.

June and Charlie’s home in South Burnaby was the centre of 
many family and church activities over the years. Their annual 
Easter egg hunt drew children from their church as well as 
the nearby community.  After Charlie’s death in 1980 June 
continued her involvement with church and community life 
surrounded by close friends.

 In 2003 June moved to Salt Spring Island to be near 
daughters Arlene and Pat and became one of the first residents 
of Meadowbrook where she spent 10 happy years. June’s final 
two years were lived at Lady Minto Residential Care where 
her gracious manner and loving smile was adored by both staff 
and residents. Her church family at Salt Spring United was 
another source of love and support.

June’s family expresses their heart felt gratitude for all the 
kindness she received from her United Church family, Dr. Dan 
Kalf and the staff at Lady Minto Hospital E.C.U.

 She is survived in her immediate family by son Harvey 
Burritt and wife Liz, and daughters Lee McAleese and husband 
Ken, Arlene Dashwood and husband Don, and Pat Webber and 
husband Joe. June’s husband Charlie Burritt remained the love 
of her life.

There will be a Memorial Service for June at Salt Spring 
Island United Church on July 11th at 2.30 PM. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to the Salt Spring Island United Church 
or a charity of your choice.

Robert William (Bob), Petty
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On May 8th in the wee hours of the morning, 
our loving Dad passed away at his home in 
Braehaven. Predeceased by his wife Virginia 
(Ginny) of 50 years, and his friend Pearl Motion.

Bob will be deeply missed by his daughters: 
Barb (Gorden) and Shirley, his grandchildren: 
Jim, Sarah and Lara and his great-granddaughter 
Jess.

Thank you to all the staff at Braehaven for all 
the care over the past nine years.

No services by request.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, 

May 24th at the Masonic Hall at 2PM.
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Alan died quietly in Lady 
Minto Hospital after a long 
struggle with failing kidneys 
complicated by pneumonia.

Born in Summerland, BC,  
son of  Lucy and John Kirk, 
deceased.  

Alan is survived by his 
sister Muriel in Calgary. 
Deeply missing him are: 
his loving wife Elizabeth 
(Betty) and his five sons, 
Robert of Christina Lake, 
John (Catherine) of Murphys 
Creek, Australia, Andrew 

(Denise) in Port Moody, David (Kim) in Calgary, and 
Brian (Mwejolon) in the Marshall Islands. We were 
blessed with four grand daughters Rity, Elizabeth, 
Margaret and Sophie.

Many thanks to the compassionate staff at 
Lady Minto Hospital, Dr. Leon and our friendly 
Meadowbrook family.
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pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 
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INFORMATION

APPLY NOW: A $2,500 Pen-
ny Wise scholarship is
available for a woman entering
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in
Vancouver. Application dead-
line May 31, 2015. Email appli-
cations: fbula@langara.bc.ca.
More information:
www.bccommunitynews.com/
our-programs/scholarship.

DO YOU have a disability? 
Physical or mental. We can
help you get up to $40,000
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. For details online:
disabilitygroupcanada.com or 
call us today Toll-Free 1-888-
875-4787.

PERSONALS

ALL MALE Hot Gay Hookups! 
Call FREE! 1-800-462-9090.
only 18 and over.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - CELLPHONE on route 
between Stewart Rd, Cusheon
Lake Rd. & Fulford Ganges Rd
to town. If found please call
Pat at:  250 537- 8871.
Reward offered

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com
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Classifieds 
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CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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June Burritt 
A LIFE WELL LIVED

June 1, 1918 – May 5, 2015

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of June Burritt, 
the matriarch of a British  
Columbian family spanning 
five generations. She was 
approaching her 97th 
birthday.

June (nee Sara Bates) 
was born in Moosejaw, 
Saskatchewan and moved 
to Vancouver with her 
widowed mother when 
she was 12 years old. Their new life was a struggle but they 
established a legacy of  lifelong closeness and devotion to 
one another in the process.  In her teens June joined a young 
peoples group at Chown Memorial United Church where she 
met Charlie Burritt. They were married September 6th 1939 
and settled in Vancouver where their four children were born, 
daughters Leonore, Arlene and Pat and son Harvey.

In time June’s family grew to 10 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren all of whom were nourished with her endless 
love and care.  She had influence over all she met in a subtle 
and profound way. June’s beautiful smile spread warmth 
wherever she went.  Above all, she lived a life of kindness, 
service, and humour.

June was a lifelong member of the United Church, and 
contributed her many talents wherever needed. Many women 
remember her as their CGIT leader and mentor first from 
Chown Memorial and then from South Burnaby United, where 
she and husband Charlie sang in the choir, taught Sunday 
school and joined the men’s and women’s groups where they 
both took leadership roles.

June and Charlie’s home in South Burnaby was the centre of 
many family and church activities over the years. Their annual 
Easter egg hunt drew children from their church as well as 
the nearby community.  After Charlie’s death in 1980 June 
continued her involvement with church and community life 
surrounded by close friends.

 In 2003 June moved to Salt Spring Island to be near 
daughters Arlene and Pat and became one of the first residents 
of Meadowbrook where she spent 10 happy years. June’s final 
two years were lived at Lady Minto Residential Care where 
her gracious manner and loving smile was adored by both staff 
and residents. Her church family at Salt Spring United was 
another source of love and support.

June’s family expresses their heart felt gratitude for all the 
kindness she received from her United Church family, Dr. Dan 
Kalf and the staff at Lady Minto Hospital E.C.U.

 She is survived in her immediate family by son Harvey 
Burritt and wife Liz, and daughters Lee McAleese and husband 
Ken, Arlene Dashwood and husband Don, and Pat Webber and 
husband Joe. June’s husband Charlie Burritt remained the love 
of her life.

There will be a Memorial Service for June at Salt Spring 
Island United Church on July 11th at 2.30 PM. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to the Salt Spring Island United Church 
or a charity of your choice.

Robert William (Bob), Petty
March 6, 1921 - May 8th, 2015

On May 8th in the wee hours of the morning, 
our loving Dad passed away at his home in 
Braehaven. Predeceased by his wife Virginia 
(Ginny) of 50 years, and his friend Pearl Motion.

Bob will be deeply missed by his daughters: 
Barb (Gorden) and Shirley, his grandchildren: 
Jim, Sarah and Lara and his great-granddaughter 
Jess.

Thank you to all the staff at Braehaven for all 
the care over the past nine years.

No services by request.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, 

May 24th at the Masonic Hall at 2PM.

h

Alan Henry Kirk,  
LIEUTENANT COLONEL, RETIRED

August 1, 1929 - May 9, 2015

Alan died quietly in Lady 
Minto Hospital after a long 
struggle with failing kidneys 
complicated by pneumonia.

Born in Summerland, BC,  
son of  Lucy and John Kirk, 
deceased.  

Alan is survived by his 
sister Muriel in Calgary. 
Deeply missing him are: 
his loving wife Elizabeth 
(Betty) and his five sons, 
Robert of Christina Lake, 
John (Catherine) of Murphys 
Creek, Australia, Andrew 

(Denise) in Port Moody, David (Kim) in Calgary, and 
Brian (Mwejolon) in the Marshall Islands. We were 
blessed with four grand daughters Rity, Elizabeth, 
Margaret and Sophie.

Many thanks to the compassionate staff at 
Lady Minto Hospital, Dr. Leon and our friendly 
Meadowbrook family.

No service by request.
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5TH ANNIVERSARY SALE
May 15, 16 & 17.

Draw your discount - 20% to 100% !
SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 
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INFORMATION

APPLY NOW: A $2,500 Pen-
ny Wise scholarship is
available for a woman entering
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in
Vancouver. Application dead-
line May 31, 2015. Email appli-
cations: fbula@langara.bc.ca.
More information:
www.bccommunitynews.com/
our-programs/scholarship.

DO YOU have a disability? 
Physical or mental. We can
help you get up to $40,000
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. For details online:
disabilitygroupcanada.com or 
call us today Toll-Free 1-888-
875-4787.

PERSONALS

ALL MALE Hot Gay Hookups! 
Call FREE! 1-800-462-9090.
only 18 and over.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - CELLPHONE on route 
between Stewart Rd, Cusheon
Lake Rd. & Fulford Ganges Rd
to town. If found please call
Pat at:  250 537- 8871.
Reward offered

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com
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ON-LINE 
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open 24 hours a day
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June Burritt 
A LIFE WELL LIVED

June 1, 1918 – May 5, 2015

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of June Burritt, 
the matriarch of a British  
Columbian family spanning 
five generations. She was 
approaching her 97th 
birthday.

June (nee Sara Bates) 
was born in Moosejaw, 
Saskatchewan and moved 
to Vancouver with her 
widowed mother when 
she was 12 years old. Their new life was a struggle but they 
established a legacy of  lifelong closeness and devotion to 
one another in the process.  In her teens June joined a young 
peoples group at Chown Memorial United Church where she 
met Charlie Burritt. They were married September 6th 1939 
and settled in Vancouver where their four children were born, 
daughters Leonore, Arlene and Pat and son Harvey.

In time June’s family grew to 10 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren all of whom were nourished with her endless 
love and care.  She had influence over all she met in a subtle 
and profound way. June’s beautiful smile spread warmth 
wherever she went.  Above all, she lived a life of kindness, 
service, and humour.

June was a lifelong member of the United Church, and 
contributed her many talents wherever needed. Many women 
remember her as their CGIT leader and mentor first from 
Chown Memorial and then from South Burnaby United, where 
she and husband Charlie sang in the choir, taught Sunday 
school and joined the men’s and women’s groups where they 
both took leadership roles.

June and Charlie’s home in South Burnaby was the centre of 
many family and church activities over the years. Their annual 
Easter egg hunt drew children from their church as well as 
the nearby community.  After Charlie’s death in 1980 June 
continued her involvement with church and community life 
surrounded by close friends.

 In 2003 June moved to Salt Spring Island to be near 
daughters Arlene and Pat and became one of the first residents 
of Meadowbrook where she spent 10 happy years. June’s final 
two years were lived at Lady Minto Residential Care where 
her gracious manner and loving smile was adored by both staff 
and residents. Her church family at Salt Spring United was 
another source of love and support.

June’s family expresses their heart felt gratitude for all the 
kindness she received from her United Church family, Dr. Dan 
Kalf and the staff at Lady Minto Hospital E.C.U.

 She is survived in her immediate family by son Harvey 
Burritt and wife Liz, and daughters Lee McAleese and husband 
Ken, Arlene Dashwood and husband Don, and Pat Webber and 
husband Joe. June’s husband Charlie Burritt remained the love 
of her life.

There will be a Memorial Service for June at Salt Spring 
Island United Church on July 11th at 2.30 PM. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to the Salt Spring Island United Church 
or a charity of your choice.

Robert William (Bob), Petty
March 6, 1921 - May 8th, 2015

On May 8th in the wee hours of the morning, 
our loving Dad passed away at his home in 
Braehaven. Predeceased by his wife Virginia 
(Ginny) of 50 years, and his friend Pearl Motion.

Bob will be deeply missed by his daughters: 
Barb (Gorden) and Shirley, his grandchildren: 
Jim, Sarah and Lara and his great-granddaughter 
Jess.

Thank you to all the staff at Braehaven for all 
the care over the past nine years.

No services by request.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, 

May 24th at the Masonic Hall at 2PM.
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Alan Henry Kirk,  
LIEUTENANT COLONEL, RETIRED

August 1, 1929 - May 9, 2015

Alan died quietly in Lady 
Minto Hospital after a long 
struggle with failing kidneys 
complicated by pneumonia.

Born in Summerland, BC,  
son of  Lucy and John Kirk, 
deceased.  

Alan is survived by his 
sister Muriel in Calgary. 
Deeply missing him are: 
his loving wife Elizabeth 
(Betty) and his five sons, 
Robert of Christina Lake, 
John (Catherine) of Murphys 
Creek, Australia, Andrew 

(Denise) in Port Moody, David (Kim) in Calgary, and 
Brian (Mwejolon) in the Marshall Islands. We were 
blessed with four grand daughters Rity, Elizabeth, 
Margaret and Sophie.

Many thanks to the compassionate staff at 
Lady Minto Hospital, Dr. Leon and our friendly 
Meadowbrook family.

No service by request.
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Draw your discount - 20% to 100% !
SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 
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ny Wise scholarship is
available for a woman entering
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in
Vancouver. Application dead-
line May 31, 2015. Email appli-
cations: fbula@langara.bc.ca.
More information:
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our-programs/scholarship.

DO YOU have a disability? 
Physical or mental. We can
help you get up to $40,000
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. For details online:
disabilitygroupcanada.com or 
call us today Toll-Free 1-888-
875-4787.
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ALL MALE Hot Gay Hookups! 
Call FREE! 1-800-462-9090.
only 18 and over.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - CELLPHONE on route 
between Stewart Rd, Cusheon
Lake Rd. & Fulford Ganges Rd
to town. If found please call
Pat at:  250 537- 8871.
Reward offered

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.
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Financial Controller
for Innovative Hotel, Restaurant and Farm

 
$35,000 contract for 6 months work; may 
transition into full time position on Salt Spring 
Island, BC. 
Busy hotel, restaurant and organic farm requires 
an in-house accountant, bookkeeper, controller, 
inventory supervisor and assistant manager, to 
take this inspirational business to the next level of 
sustainability.  Responsibilities include everything 

with emphasis on improving all systems, and 
creating helpful reports and measurements for 

in and be part of an enthusiastic food-oriented 
hospitality & local agricultural team on beautiful 
Salt Spring Island. 

suitable work experience, and serious references 

form, not by email, to: 
Roberta Martell
Director of Sustainability
Harbour House Hotel, Restaurant and 
Organic Farm
121 Upper Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2S2 

Your application must be received before May 23rd 
to be considered. Thanks for your interest.
We regret that not every application will receive 
a response.  However, we hope to see you on Salt 
Spring sometime soon!

Volunteer needed to fill position of
Program Director

for Salt Spring Island 
Special Olympics

Contact Merv Anderson mervsue@shaw.ca

Thinking of volunteering somewhere?
Check out opportunities at:

www.volunteersaltspring.com
or phone Michelle 250 221 0078

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

GET FREE vending machines. 
High cash producers. $1.00 
vend = .70 profi t. Can earn 
$100,000.00 + per year. Be 
fi rst in your area. No competi-
tion. Protected territories. For 
full details call now 1-866-668-
6629 www.tcvend.com.

HIP OR knee replacement? 
COPD or Arthritic Conditions? 
The disability tax credit. 
$1,500 yearly tax credit. 
$15,000 lump sum refund (on 
avg) Apply today! 1-844-453-
5372.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION-
ISTS are in huge demand! 
Train with the leading Medical 
Transcription school. Learn 
from home and work from 
home. Call today. 1-800-466-
1535, www.canscribe.com or 
info@canscribe.com.

MEDICAL/DENTAL

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

***FULL time Marketing/Reception-
ist/Admin needed, Ucluelet BC. 
Send resumes to:
 info@discovervancouverisland.com

INFORMATION

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

***FULL time Marketing/Reception-
ist/Admin needed Ucluelet BC. 
Send resumes to:
 info@discovervancouverisland.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

INFORMATION

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

HELP WANTED

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

GARDENING

HAULING AND SALVAGE

GARBAGE 
GURU

Making Sense
 Out of TRASH...

✱Full clean-up service. 
Call David 

250-818-1992
250-538-5538.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service.  Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928.

HELP WANTED

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

MISC SERVICES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw 
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant 
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights, 
baydoor, upstrs offi ce, bthrm. 
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

1,127 SF at Merchant Mews  
near Ganges. Elegant offi ce 
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)
380-1669 Richard (Victoria)

SMALL COMMERCIAL 
SPACES available in building 
next to park.  Size of spaces 
from 200 - 300 sq.ft. Prices 
$500 - $775. Each space will 
include stall for Saturday Mar-
ket. Call 250 537-6860

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

ST. MARY LAKE waterfront. 
Large 1-bedroom suite. Per-
manent rental includes W/D,
fridge, stove, wood-burning
fi replace. $800/month. Contact
gary.brown@coastpaint.com.

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

CARS 

1995 FORD ESCORT wagon,
$750. OBO. Air, power win-
dows/locks, MP3 player, 4 cyl-
inder automatic  250 537-9534

SPORTS & IMPORTS

2011 HYUNDAI S.E. - 2 dr,
hatchback, with 4 additional
tires, low mileage - $8,690
Call:  250 537-0733

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

GARAGE SALES

103 BONNET AVE. - Lions 
Garage Sale  & Drop Offs: Fri-
days & Saturdays only. 10am - 
12 noon.  Many household 
items.  We do not accept large 
appliances, draperies or cloth-
ing.  Drop-off accepted  Friday 
& Saturday mornings only. 
Please NO garbage!! 

GARAGE SALES

110 CRANBERRY RD. Mov-

ing Sale. Saturday, May 16th,  

8am - 4pm. Variety of house-

hold items and furniture. 

EVERY THING must go!

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONNECTING JOB SEEKERS AND EMPLOYERS

www.localworkbc.ca

fi l here please

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

FULFORD

GANGES

VESUVIUS

DRIFTWOOD GARAGE 
SALE KITS

Everything you need 
for your Yard Sale!

Includes posters, price 
stickers & your classifi ed ad 

published in the Driftwood 
on Wednesday

ONLY $20.00!
CALL TODAY 

250-537-9933

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 21

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 









2 PLACE ULTRA-LITE Float 
plane $12,000. Call 250 537-
9605 for details.

marine

COMING EVENTSBOATS
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GRADUATIONAD PROOF
PUBLICATION DATE: JUNE 824 hour response requiredHere is a low-res pdf of your ad  for proofi ng via email.A high res. version will be used in printing. Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your OK or changes. If you have changes, 

please respond ASAP, thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.
If we do not receive changes or approval, the ad goes to press in this format. Thanks very much.

2011

full scale excavatingDrew Jory, owner 250.537.7320

With all our love...the Jory’s: Drew, Erin, Nicole & Kai

Congratulations 
Zach

...and good luck with 
whatever road you choose.

full scale excavatingDrew Jory, owner 250.537.7320

With all our love...the Jory’s: Drew, Erin, Nicole & Kai

GRADUATION
AD PROOF

immediate response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or changes. 

If you have changes, please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team time to 

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Friday June 1 @ noon

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

2007

May life be full of 
adventure & endless 

escapades!
Good luck 

to all grads
SPECIAL WISHES TO 

Jade, Cassandra 
and Tavis

Help us celebrate their success!  
If you’re a proud parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle:  tell them you 
care.  If you rely on students for your seasonal or regular workforce, 
send the class a congrats.  Or if you want to build brand awareness 
of your products and services to these up and comers, tell them 
you’re open for business.  

Contact your 
account manager or call 250-537-9933

2015 Graduation Book will be 
published on June 10. 

account manager or call 250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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SAILING 

Sails hoisted for annual race
Challenge begins 
this Saturday 
morning

Wa t e r s  a ro u n d  Sa l t 
Spring Island will be roil-
ing more than usual this 
weekend as the annual 
Round Salt Spring Race 
takes place.

“This year we have over 
100 boats of all sizes from 
over 25 sailing clubs com-
peting for the Marshall 
Sharp Trophy for the over-
all winner and for the fan-
tastic prizes donated by 
our sponsors,” said race 
chair Pete McGovern of the 
Salt Spring Sailing Club.

“The 42-nautical-mile 
race is a technical challenge 
with fi ckle winds and strong 
currents,” he said, and sailors 
must complete the round-
the-island circuit by 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday morning. 

The individual division 
race starts will be between 
10 and 11 a.m. in Gan-
ges Harbour on  Saturday 
morning, with the direc-

tion around the island 
announced at the skippers’ 
meeting. 

Those wishing to view 
the race can check the SISC 
website for confirmation 
of direction on Saturday 
morning with best view-
points at Fernwood Dock, 
Southey Point, Vesuvius, 
Ruckle Park and Beddis 
Beach. 

McGovern said race 

progress will hopefully be 
updated on the website at 
www.saltspringsailing.ca/
roundsaltspring/.

This weekend also marks 
the 30th annual Salt Spring 
Challenge Cup soccer 
tournament for men’s and 
women’s teams. 

More information might 
be available at www.face-
b o o k . c o m / s a l t s p r i n g -
maylong.  

GOLF 

lar activities for individuals in 
Salt Spring’s Choices and Com-
munity Initiatives programs.

This year, in addition to on-
island programs like Zumba 
dancing, music and gymnas-
tics, the group hopes to visit 
the Shaw Ocean Discover y 
Centre in Sidney and, funds 
permitting, the Raptors Cen-
tre near Duncan and Butterfly 
Gardens in Saanich. 

Businesses and individuals 

are invited to sponsor holes 
this year, and can call Yolande 
Leger at  Choices (250-537-
1115) for more information 
about that opportunity or how 
to support the recreational 
program.

Pe o p l e  c a n  s i g n  u p  b y 
sending an email  to  golf@
saltspringgolf.com or calling 
250-537-2121. 

To u r n a m e n t  re g i s t ra t i o n 
deadline is May 28. 

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Spring fever for Jedis
Bridge players make the 
most of a merry month

BY JILL EVANS 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Spring has been busting out all 
over, and spring fever has been 
the Salt Spring Singers’ acknowl-
edgement of Emily Dickinson’s 
“A little Madness in the Spring is 
wholesome even for the King.”

But spring fever’s craziness 
didn’t faze Jeff Bell and his 
perennial partner, Prem Margo-
lese, who blossomed forth again 
in fi rst place at bridge on April 
20 among four and a half tables. 
Nor were Ron Hall and Bob Mor-
risette suffering from madness, 
gaining second place. Ian Thom-
as and Zelly/Donna Taylor burst 
into the third spot, with Al Wilke 
and Nadene McCoy shooting up 
into the fourth place.

The fl owers that bloom in the 
spring, tra-la, have nothing to 
do with the case of course, and 
on April 27 among fi ve and a half 
tables it was Ian Thomas and 
Donna/Zelly Taylor who were in 
full bloom. The Bell-Margolese 
pair settled for the second fl ow-
ering, while Flo Laundry and 
Jean Elder budded out in third 
place, with George Laundry and 
Paul Retallack emerging from 
the ground in fourth. There were 

many others just biding their 
t ime to unfold luxuriantly 
another day.

Then there was “May the 
fourth be with you” and on that 
very date there were five and a 
half tables. The Jedi stars among 
those wars were Liz and Oleh 
Mycyk, with the Bell-Margolese 
pair wielding lightsabers almost 
as well. Gisela Welsh and Gillian 
Mouat were third, with Patricia 
Hewett and Bob Morrisette in 
the fourth spot. Darth Vader was 
nowhere to be seen.

On May 11 there were a few 
AWOLs, resulting in just four and 
a half tables. Triumphant again 
were the Mycyks, with the Thom-
as-Taylor pair in the second spot. 
Ted Baldwinson and Catherine 
Gardiner were third, with the 
Laundry-Retallack partnership 
coming fourth. 

Perhaps the rest could use 
advice from Yoda or Obi-Wan 
Kenobi, or would just like to to 
escape for comfort with Chew-
bacca and the rest of the cast on 
Netfl ix?

For info about these friend-
ly Monday evening duplicate 
games at Seniors, please con-
tact George Laundry at 250-653-
9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

Charity
golf event
sign-up
underway 
May 30th fundraiser aids
rec programs for
community group
members

Warmer weather signals the 
time to hit the links and sign 
up for the 13th annual Choic-
es/Community Initiatives Golf 
Tournament. 

This year the event is at the 
Salt Spring Golf and Country 
Club course on Saturday, May 
30, beginning at noon. 

The Texas Scramble format 
is ideal for golfers of all levels 
of experience, and participants 
can also buy mulligans to help 
improve their score, if desired.

Funds raised from the tourna-
ment will pay for extra-curricu-

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

Choices/Community Initiatives program participants and staff  look 
forward to the May 30 charity golf tournament. 

BRIDGETRICKS

FILE PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

A colourful sail catches some wind in last year’s Round Salt 
Spring Race. 


