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FERRIES

Fare increase
plan easier
to swallow
Public comment invited on
ferry commissioner’s price cap
recommendation and reports
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

a mere plank and piling extension of the
current structure. The Ganges Community Seawalk/Bike Concept extends from
where the boardwalk currently ends at
Rotary Park to Peck’s Cove at the head
of Ganges Harbour, where it would connect with the Harbour’s End pathway now
under construction.

BC Ferry Commissioner Gord Macatee has bucked the trend of previous
years by suggesting an annual 1.9 per
cent cap to ferry fare increases in Performance Term Four.
“BC Ferries has cut costs, exceeded
its efficiency targets and moved forward with key innovations, while ferry
users accepted service level adjustments and supported new ways of
doing business,” Macatee said in a
news statement. “Collectively, these
measures took pressure off fares and
made it possible to set price caps below
the long-term rate of inflation for the
next performance term.”
News that next term’s increases could
be significantly smaller has been a surprise, but ferry watchers aren’t sure yet
whether it’s really good news.
“I guess it’s a matter of ‘Thank God for
small mercies,’” said Harold Swierenga,
who chairs Salt Spring’s ferry advisory
committee to BC Ferries. “However,
the fares are still right up there, and
the question is how do we get the passengers [lost to higher prices] back, if
that’s even possible.”
“It’s really the cumulative impact
that islanders are worried about,” said
Saanich North and the Islands MLA
Gary Holman.
“ T h e r e’s a n o t h e r f o u r p e r c e n t
increase in April and that’s at the end
of a long series of increases far above
the rate of inflation. Now we’re getting

BOARDWALK continued on 5

FERRY FARES continued on 5

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

ARTIST AT WORK: Fernwood Elementary School student Ella Scaia adds her part to a new mural at the school. See story on page 14.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Seawalk preview revealed
Village revitalization envisioned in oceanside connection
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring Island Transportation
Commission hosted a much-anticipated
preview of what the Ganges boardwalk
project could evolve into during its regular business meeting Monday afternoon.
“This meeting today is, I think, really blasting the whole thing ahead and
I’m really pleased about it,” said Islands
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Trust representative Peter Grove, who was
one of several key stakeholders invited to
attend.
“It’s very much in the preliminary stage
right now [but] we want people talking
about it and having some idea of what
could be.”
A presentation by Nancy Krieg outlined
the many possibilities the project could
offer, with the vision extending far beyond
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TRANSPORTATION

Rainbow Road projects to get traction during 2015
Island Pathways
funding topped up
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Rainbow Road pedestrians will start to find some
improvements to their commute later this year as Capital
Regional District-supported
projects move ahead in two
sections.
The Salt Spring Island
Transportation Commission
heard a delegation by Partners Creating Pathways at
Monday afternoon’s business
meeting during which committee chair Jean Gelwicks
outlined plans for “Rainbow

Road West,” a section fronting
the Farmers’ Institute and five
other properties.
Gelwicks provided a map
demonstrating how the new
path will reach a section of
Mouat Park that is currently
undeveloped. The Salt Spring
Parks and Recreation Commission plans to extend the
park’s trail system in the
same direction. There is also
a future possibility of linking
Pallot Way to the network.
Commissioners voted
unanimously to approve
$20,000 to top up an expected
funding shortfall for the project. Gelwicks explained PCP
had hoped to carry a surplus
but its current project at Har-
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST Fulford & Fernwood Elementary Schools
Proposed School District 64 Programs
commencing September 2015
At the March 11, 2015 School District 64 Public Board
Meeting, a motion was passed recommending that
mulitage classes be opened at each of Fulford and
Fernwood Schools in September 2015, provided that the
overall enrolment in the school makes a full or part time
program financially viable.
Preliminary conversations indicate the development of
programs focused on ecological place-based learning and
play-based experiential learning with a curriculum that is
compliant with BC’s K-9 Transforming Curriculum document.
Place-based learning is a foundational component of the
District’s SEEC & MYSEEC programs and incorporates
cultural studies, nature investigations, real world problem
solving, and immersion in community life and mentorship.
Program structures to be explored include a cohort model
with parent participation that blends classroom, outdoor,
and home learning. Additionally, class size and staffing
would be in compliance with the Collective Agreement.
We request that parents who would like to express
interest in enrolling their child contact Marie Mullen
(Fulford Principal) or Kelda Logan (Fernwood Principal),
by Wednesday, April 8, 2015. Marie can be reached
at mmullen@sd64.bc.ca and Kelda can be reached at
klogan@sd64.bc.ca.

bour’s End was more costly
than expected.
Commissioners also delved
more deeply into the multiuse pathway that will extend
from the public pool to the
intersection of Lower Ganges
Road, which received funding
support through a 2014 referendum. Karla Campbell, the
island’s senior manager for
the CRD, explained discussions were ongoing with PCP
to see which parts of the project they would be willing to
take on. She noted the excellent quality of the group’s
work so far and the cost savings of their participation, but
also warned against volunteer
burn-out.

Discussion at the table suggested that Island Pathways
will take on project management of the two end sections,
which will be finished in a
“pathway blend” material,
most likely in 2016. Campbell
said the more complicated
asphalt section could be contracted out if necessary. An
asphalt grant requires the
work be done by July 2015,
but the CRD will negotiate
with the Ministry of Transportation for an extension and
a variance on the required
pathway width.
Commissioners also voted
to change the pathway slightly
where it passes SD64’s maintenance yard, as long as the

school district approves. The
most recent approved design
concept had the path come in
from the street to pass directly
in front of the building. Commissioner Ross Simpson
moved for a direct line cutting
across the parking lot entrance
instead, stating pedestrians
and especially students are
unlikely to go out of their way
and would end up walking in
the road.
Commissioner Kevin Bell
entered the sole vote against
the proposition.
“This doesn’t seem quite
right. I would prefer to have it
right up against the building,
and if they choose not to use it,
at least give them that choice,”

he said.
In other SSITC news, Tree
House Café owner Mark
LeCorre gave a delegation asking the commission to step
up as the local government
body that could help resolve
an ongoing issue that could
severely impact his business.
The Harbour Authority of Salt
Spring Island has ordered a
stop to café seating on a Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure-owned right-ofway in order to secure vehicle access to Kanaka Dock.
Campbell indicated that she
is in conversations with the
ministry and will have more
information to share in an
upcoming staff report.

FERRIES

Terminal rumour back in the headlines
Efficiencies more likely to be
found in schedule
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A single sentence in BC Ferries’ efficiency plan for Performance Term Four
continues to produce ripples in the
murky pond of political reporting.
News outlets have extrapolated various interesting ideas from the ferry company’s intention to explore “rationalizing the number of terminals on Salt
Spring Island.”
In some stories, it’s ferry commissioner Gord Macatee who is demanding BC
Ferries consider terminal closures in
Salt Spring and Nanaimo. But he firmly
denies the commission is recommending that course of action.
“We haven’t come to that conclusion,”
he told the Driftwood on Thursday.
“We’ve only come to the conclusion that
if BC Ferries thinks it makes sense, we’d
like to know why they think that.”
Macatee said he has addressed terminal rationalization in his price cap
justification report only because BC Ferries brought it up, and he wants more
information.
“We would like them to do the work so
that we can understand what the options
are, whether there are any savings that
could potentially be there,” he said during a March 18 press conference when
asked about the Nanaimo situation. “If
they don’t find any, then I would say no,
there would not be any likelihood of a
change. But I don’t think you can make the
decision if you don’t do the work, including public consultation with the people
that live there and use the service.”
Macatee said he’s not sure why a summation of public comments in his price
cap proposal report states that “reducing
the number of terminals on Salt Spring
makes sense.” (In fact, only two of five
people who commented on the issue
supported the idea. Two were adamantly
opposed and one said more information
was needed about what was really being
considered.)
He added that if BC Ferries submitted
an application to change service levels,
intensive public consultation would be
needed and would have to consider not
just the benefit to the ferry corporation
but the overall impact on the community. In any case, no changes would be
possible before Performance Term Five,

which begins in 2020.
One Vancouver Island reporter suggested terminal rationalization meant
the Crofton-Vesuvius route is at risk, or
that Transportation Minister Todd Stone
might consider somehow “combining”
the Crofton terminal with one of those
serving Nanaimo.
In reality, it’s the Long Harbour terminal that has been mentioned as being an
option for closure, but with two new ferries being constructed to serve the Gulf
Islands, there is no plan to do away with
that location anytime soon.
“Rationalizing terminals doesn’t
necessarily mean reducing terminals,”
explained Harold Swierenga, chair of
Salt Spring’s ferry advisory committee.
“It could be changing how the terminals
are used.”
Swierenga acknowledged the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
does seem to have the idea that Salt
Spring is somehow over-served.
“This issue of the three terminals is
not going to go away . . . it’s been raised
by the people in the ministry every time
I’ve dealt with them,” he said.
Where rationalization is most likely to
take effect is in the configuration of the
routes connecting the Gulf Islands with
Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay after two
new ferries are put into service.
As BC Ferries states in its efficiency
plan: “Due to its complexity, the southern Gulf Islands network of routes offers
the greatest opportunity for improved
efficiencies in the minor route system.
To address this opportunity, a Southern
Gulf Islands Strategy was initiated in
2013 to identify schedule optimization
opportunities for this complex network
of routes. The intent is to identify potential efficiencies in operations and longterm sustained cost savings.
“The major catalyst for the Southern Gulf Islands Strategy is the introduction of two new [ferries] on Route
9/9a and the opportunity this provides
to review the service profile for both
Routes 5 and 9, given their high degree
of interconnectedness. This will, in turn,
help inform vessel and terminal requirements across all southern Gulf Islands
routes over the longer term.”
Swierenga and Brian Hollingshead,
his counterpart from the Southern Gulf
Islands, met with BC Ferries executives in Victoria on Tuesday as the first
step in the long process that will help
determine the most efficient scheduling

driftwood file photo

The Queen of Nanaimo at its Long Harbour berth. Scheduling efficencies are
expected when the vessel is replaced in
2016 or 2017.
arrangements. They have been told the
Southern Gulf Islands Strategy does not
include the routes serving Fulford and
Vesuvius.
A more serious problem for Salt
Spring could be the issue of homeporting. An analysis performed by PricewaterhouseCoopers for the ferry commissioner studies the potential benefits of
moving vessels’ home ports from smaller island communities to larger centres on Vancouver Island and the Lower
Mainland. Of the communities studied,
only Salt Spring is tagged as potentially
netting a “marginally positive” result.
According to the report, relocating
Salt Spring routes to other homeports
“would be expected to result in lower
costs, less complex logistics and uncertain service improvements or degradation.” Community response is expected to be “significantly negative,” as is
the cost of relocating or terminating
employees: up to $9 million affecting
up to 180 employees who live on Salt
Spring.
PwC recommended against moving
any homeporting arrangements during
the next performance term, and added
this should only be done in conjunction
with other major route changes.
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Newsbeat

Heads up!

NSSWD water plant referendum:
Wed., March 25 (advance poll); + Sat., March 28,
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Community Gospel Chapel

agriculture

Produce centre gets green light from Islands Trust
Farmland Trust Society
to begin fundraising

in earnest.
“I a m v e r y e xc i t e d a b o u t
this,” said Peter Grove, a member of Salt Spring’s LTC. “This
looks to me like a really fantastic project. Congratulations
and good luck.”
More information about the
p ro d u c e c e n t re i s a va i l a b l e
u n d e r t h e “p ro j e c t s” t a b a t
plantofarm.org.

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F d

Salt Spring’s Farmland Trust
Society cleared the final hurdle
in its bid to convert a former
industrial site into a centrepiece for community agriculture on Thursday afternoon.
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee members passed a
development permit amendment, clearing the path for a
far m produce centre at 189
Beddis Rd. The centre will offer
island farmers a place to store,
process and distribute produce.
Site plans presented at the
LTC ’s Ma rc h 1 9 m e e t i n g a t
Lions Hall show the site will
feature greenhouses, rainwater
catchment systems, composting facilities, a space dedicated to beekeeping and honey

“This looks to me like a
really fantastic project.”
peter grove
SSI Local Trust
Committee member

Non-farm use
referred to ALC

image courtesy The Farmland Trust Society

A schematic for how a new community produce centre on Beddis Road
could look, as designed by Donald Gunn.
production, a root cellar and a
heritage barn.
“It’s very much a brownfield
site that has been hammered
with various industrial uses
over time,” said applicant Donald Gunn, speaking to trustees
on behalf of the Farmland Trust
Society. “The Farmland Trust
and Agricultural Alliance have
sought a lot of feedback from
the island’s agricultural com-

munity for the best uses of the
site going forward.”
The Farmland Trust Society
acquired the 1.5-acre property
in 2012 as a community amenity through subdivision of a
parent property owned by Slegg
Lumber.
Farmland Trust Society board
members said Thursday’s decision means fundraising efforts
for the project can finally begin

Trustees attending Thursday
afternoon’s Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee meeting have
referred an application for nonfarm use on land within the
Agricultural Land Reserve to
the province’s Agricultural Land
Commission.
The decision contradicts a
March 11 staff report that recommends trustees reject the
applicants’ request to allow a
seasonal cottage at 430 Beddis Rd. Staff said the proposed
change would not provide an
obvious benefit to the 19-acre
property’s agricultural potential.
An accessory dwelling unit is

permitted on agriculture-zoned
land if it’s occupied by immediate family members or a farmworker, according to the island’s
land-use bylaw.
While it’s uncertain why the
seasonal cottage is being sought,
Trust staff said the property’s
current uses include a vacation
home and hay production by a
Salt Spring resident.
Trustees have asked that staff
forward the application to the
ALC with accompanying comments from Salt Spring’s Agricultural Advisory Planning
Commission. Commissioners
said ALR and Salt Spring Land
Use Bylaw regulations impede
creation of adequate long-term
housing for farm workers.
Trustee Peter Grove said the
availability of farmworker housing on the island has become
a “frustrating situation” that
needs to be resolved.
“This is a situation that keeps
coming up, and I certainly do
not like the result, which is people living in trailers and other
s u b s t a n d a rd c o n d i t i o n s o n
farms,” he said. “It is a really
difficult issue and I hope somehow, sometime this term we can
deal with it.
“It’s a conundr um, to put
things bluntly.”

REFERENDUM

Water district braces for St. Mary plant referendum vote
Advance poll today;
regular voting day
on Saturday
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

After months of discussion and debate about
plans to upgrade the
North Salt Spring Waterworks District’s treatment
plant at St. Mar y Lake,
voters will finally have
their say on whether to

borrow up to $8.4 million
to complete the project.
Voting day gets underway Saturday, March 28 at
8 a.m. Eligible voters can
cast a ballot until 8 p.m.
at the Community Gospel
Chapel at 147 Vesuvius
Bay Road.
The second of two
advance voting days will
be held today ( Wednesd a y, Ma rc h 2 5 ) a t t h e
Community Gospel Chapel between 8 a.m. and
8 p.m.

Ap p r ox i m a t e l y 2 , 5 5 0
people are eligible to vote
in the referendum. Vote r s m u s t b e Ca n a d i a n
citizens aged 18 years and
older who have lived in
the province for at least
six months before voting day. Anyone listed as
the owner or co-owner
of a property within the
NSSWD is eligible to vote
in Saturday’s referendum
so long as their accounts
are in good standing and
they meet all eligible

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW!
Contact the Driftwood for more information

250 537 9933

voter criteria.
NSSWD board members
say they do not intend to
borrow the full $8.4 million being requested. A
formal bidding process
to choose a builder, the
use of reserve funds and a
donor campaign is anticipated to reduce borrowing costs.
A n n e Wi l l i a m s, N S SWD’s office manager, said
she hopes as many ratepayers as possible make
an effort to get informed

and participate in the
vote.
Voters rejected the district’s last effort to seek
r a t e p a y e r a p p r ov a l t o
borrow up to $10.4 mill i o n f o r t h e p ro j e c t i n
August 2014 in a close
283-281 vote.
Opponents of the plan
say they feel NSSWD has
not presented ratepayers
with adequate alternatives. Many, like ratepayer
Jon Scott, said he wants
to see more cost-effective

options explored.
“The NSSWD trustees say that they felt that
the [current] design was
the best, but that is not
really an answer,” he said.
“As long as an alternative design meets the criteria, then they are both
answers.”
Wa t c h f o r t h e re f e rendum result online at
gulfislandsdriftwood.
com or on the Driftwood’s
Facebook site once polls
close on Saturday night.

An informative, glossy,
digest size magazine plus
website space on our
gulfislandstourism.com.

gulfislandstourism.com
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RCMP

Monday night truck crash closes Cusheon Lake Road
RCMP also tally park
initiative results

the 550 block of Walker Hook
Road. Police got to the scene at
11:20 p.m., where they discovered a 1989 Toyota Corolla had
struck a tree.
RCMP said the driver had left
the scene and was not on hand
to provide details regarding the
collision.
Both incidents are still under
investigation. Anyone with
information about either one
can contact the Salt Spr ing
RCMP detachment at 250-5375555.

Salt Spring RCMP are investigating a single-vehicle crash
that closed part of Cusheon
Lake Road Tuesday night.
Police arrived at the scene of
the 600 block of Cusheon Lake
Road at 8:15 p.m. They discovered a late 1980s-era Chevrolet pick-up truck with Manitoba plates near a broken hydro
pole.
“A witness in the area reported hearing the collision and
then observed a male running
from the scene,” states a RCMP
press release.
Upon inspecting the truck,
police discovered evidence of
recent mar ijuana consumption. While still at the Cusheon
Lake crash, RCMP officers were
called to a second collision at

Probation violator
nabbed

In other island RCMP news,
police arrested a man Sunday
afternoon in Ganges who was
found to be in violation of a
probation order that prevented
him from being in Centennial
Park. The man was detained
and transported to Duncan,

Advertising
Deadlines Change
Please note that the Gulf Islands
Driftwood office will be closed on
Friday, April 3 - Good Friday
and will reopen for usual business
hours on Monday, April 6.
Deadlines for the Gulf Islands
Driftwood Wednesday April 8 edition
will be as follows:
DisPlAy ADvertising DeADline:
Thurs. April 2, 12 noon
ClAssifieD DisPlAy DeADline:
Mon. April 6, 4 pm
ClAssifieD WorD DeADline:
Tues. April 7, 9:30 am
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where he appeared before a
judge. He was released and will
appear in court.

North End Road MVI

On Saturday morning police
attended the scene of a singlevehicle crash near the 2600
block of North End Road. The
driver told officers his vehicle
ended up in a nearby stream
after he swerved to avoid colliding with a deer just after 5
a.m.
The Ministry of Environment
and BC Conservation Service
were notified of about a possible contaminant spill.

Centennial Park report

The Salt Spring RCMP detachment is completing the final
stages of its 12-month park initiative, which focused on presenting a stronger police presence in Ganges-area parks.

Local members say they’ve
worked to discourage “antisocial behaviour” that’s been
re p o r t e d t o h a v e d e t ra c t e d
from the overall enjoyment of
public spaces in and around
the downtown core.
“Police issued many warnings and, when appropriate,
laid charges,” states a RCMP
press release about the initiative.
Police effor ts that have
occurred dur ing the spr ing,
summer and fall months
include: 230 foot patrols in
Ganges area parks, 21 charges
for consuming liquor in public,
20 charges for public drunkenness, four criminal charges for
causing a disturbance, three
counts of assaulting a police
officer, two charges for breaching probation conditions and
one drug charge.
The RCMP initiative will con-

tinue throughout 2015 and,
with last year’s officer vacancies filled, there will be a full
complement of eight police
officers to continue efforts.

“Police issued many
warnings and, when
appropriate, laid
charges.”
Salt Spring RCMP
The local detachment has
joined stakeholders who are
working to make Ganges area
parks a desirable location for
everyone.
This effort is being undertaken in partnership with the
Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission.

EDUCATION

Price tag given to district admin cuts
Geographic funding also
drops for SD64
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Gulf Islands School District will
have to find over $219,000 in administrative savings over the next two school
years as its portion of a $54-million cut
to public school funding.
The B.C. Liberals announced during
February’s budgeting process that school
districts would have to slash $29 million
in administrative spending in 2015-16
and a further $25 million in 2016-17.
How each district would be expected to
bear those cuts became clear only this
week, with the delivery of annual operating grants.
“SD64 has to achieve $117,163 in 201516 and an additional $102,003 in 201617,” said Rod Scotvold, the district’s chief
financial officer.
“Our plan right now is to kind of go
right across the whole operation and see
if we can do it in piecemeal amounts, and
see where that gets us.”

Spring has sprung and I am back...
would love to hear from you.

-Arvid Chalmers

CALL ME 250 537 7148

Because the area to which the cuts
must be applied is so strictly defined,
the operation is even more challenging,
Scotvold added.
Another piece of bad news for the district is the provincial grant for unique
geographic factors will be $203,000 less
in the coming school year. This number
fluctuates up or down annually as it’s
partially based on the number of students
who attend a school that is geographically distant from the school board office,
which changes depending on the grade
students from the outer islands are in.
As for the operating grant, Scotvold said
this year has been unusual in that district
administrators don’t have a good idea of
what enrolment numbers will be in the
fall, but SD64 has made its submission
to the Ministry of Education based on a
loss of 30 regular students plus three special needs students. If correct, that would
amount to another $200,000 in lost funding compared to the current year.
“I think we’ll have to wait until Sept.
30 to see what transpires,” Scotvold said,
referring to the date when final enrolment
figures are submitted.

Amid all the troubling news, there is
one bright spot. The district received close
to $466,000 for its 2014 labour settlement,
which Scotvold feels will be just about
right to cover increases to teacher salaries
and wages.
“We have had situations where we
haven’t been adequately funded,” he
noted.
SD64 is hoping to reverse any loss of
enrolment and potentially add new students to the district by offering new programs, but the years ahead look to be
challenging ones for all public schools.
“It’s the same situation across the province. I think there’s going to be lots of
negative feedback,” Scotvold said.
According to the Vancouver Sun,
the Vancouver School District is facing
a $14.77 million shortfall in 2015-16,
including the $2.68 million in administrative costs it has been directed to cut. Ladysmith-Nanaimo’s shortfall is predicted at
$4 million and close to $1 million will be
missing from Qualicum’s budget.
The government increased funding to
private independent schools by $30 million this year.

AWARDS

Trust recognizes stewardship
Nominations for awards
accepted until April 15
The Islands Trust wants islanders to nominate individuals, groups and businesses
who’ve worked to protect the environment
and enhance life on their islands as part of
this year’s Community Stewardship Awards
celebration.
“Through the Community Stewardship
Award program we celebrate islanders for
the time, energy, commitment, creativity
and collaboration they dedicate to Trust Area
ecosystems and island communities,” said
Peter Luckham, chair of Islands Trust Council.
This is the 14th year the Community Stew-

ardship Awards will be presented to mark
the actions that support the Islands Trust’s
mandate, which includes the stewardship
of resources such as freshwater, agricultural
land or coastal areas and sustainable communities, including cultural heritage and
economic opportunities.
In September 2014, Trust Council made a
number of changes to the program effective
in 2015. The program will now be offered
every two years rather than annually. This is
intended to increase the number of applicants in each round while reducing program
costs.
Award recipients will be announced following the June Trust Council meeting. Nominations can be submitted until April 15, 2015.
Nomination forms are available upon request
from csa@islandstrust.bc.ca or 250-405-5164.
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WILDLIFE

Islanders get uncommon glimpse of Risso’s dolphin
Rare appearance in
Ganges Harbour
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Photographer Dwane Roberge thought he was setting
up for a routine family photo
shoot near Ganges Harbour
last Tuesday when his afternoon took an unexpected
twist.
News of an unusual marine
mammal spotted near Chocolate Beach soon had his clients
running to their boat and calling on him to hop aboard.
Within a few minutes, Roberge was focusing his lens on
a Risso’s dolphin, a creature
seldom seen in the Salish Sea’s
sheltered waters.

“It stayed close to the surface much of the time, maybe
going down a foot or two,”
he said. “He was just kind of
cruising around at first, going
quite slowly.”
Roberge spent nearly two
hours watching the creature
with Michael deRoos and
Michiru Main, along with the
couple’s two children.
“It was really good timing,” said deRoos, who owns
a Salt Spring-based business
that specializes in the reconstruction of whale skeletons.
“None of us had a camera with
us except for Dwane so it was
lucky he was there.”
DeRoos received news
of the sighting from a former colleague who works at
the Department of Fisheries’

Pacific Biological Station in
Nanaimo.
“Definitely all the stars
aligned that day,” he said, adding that it’s the first time he’s
seen a Risso’s dolphin. “I had
to look in the book. It looked
very much like a small killer
whale that had a really bad
skin condition.
“It just goes to show you that
the whole ocean is connected, and you never know what
you’re going to see.”
Male Risso’s dolphins generally grow to about three metres
(10 feet) in length and weigh
between 300 and 500 kilograms (650 to 1,100 pounds).
The animals are found in
tropical and temperate oceans
around the world in deep
water but close to shorelines.

Photo by Dwane Roberge

Risso’s dolphin seen in Ganges Harbour last week.
As the animal got further
out of the harbour, deRoos
said, it began taking deeper,
longer dives and its behaviour
returned to normal.
Lisa Spaven, deRoos’ contact at the Nanaimo DFO
office, said Risso’s dolphins are
commonly seen off the west
coast of Vancouver Island,

where they feed on squid near
the edge of the continental
shelf.
“They’re kind of like a killer whale in look and social
structure,” she said. “Although
not unheard of in B.C. waters,
it’s rare to see them in inshore
water.”
Only six of the animals

have been reported to DFO
in waters around the Gulf
Islands in the past 20 years,
she said.
Judging by the specimen’s
extensive scarring, which is
commonly sustained while
preying on sharp-beaked
squid, the animal spotted on
March 17 is thought to be a
mature male.
Spaven could not say how
the dolphin became separated from its group, nor why it
made its way to Ganges Harbour.
She said it was also spotted
in Montague Harbour near
Galiano Island on Wednesday. Local Risso’s dolphin
sightings can be reported to
DFO’s Pacific Biological Station by calling 250-756-7000.

Commercial and recreational opportunities suggested
BOARDWALK
continued from 1
A noted landscape architect
who consults internationally on
the user-experience aspect of large
infrastructure projects, Krieg has
envisioned a structure that unites
park space, market venues, performance and art space, First Nations
culture and marine environment
appreciation.
While the Islands Trust has taken
the lead on relaunching the project that ended abruptly some 25
years ago, the Capital Regional Dis-

trict will be an important partner
through the Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation Commission and other
local bodies. SSITC chair Robin Williams said he wanted to host the
preliminary presentation because
the transportation commission is
preparing to look at improvements
to Lower Ganges Road and doesn’t
want to duplicate or get in the way
of any other work.
In Krieg’s vision, the seawalk would
hug the cliffside near Peck’s Cove and
swing out over the tidal area before
returning to the shoreline again
closer to the Rotary Marine Park. It

could include a floating structure
to be used for performances, yoga
classes, art workshops or other purposes. Krieg said the seawalk could
also become a location for new areas
of commerce by inviting boats for
a weekly fish market and creating a
Saturday Market annex, which would
encourage people to walk through
existing retail areas.
Other ideas include changing the
structure material, with suggestions
of steel or aluminum clear span
bridging as being less damaging to
marine and shoreline habitat than
treated wood.

Recreation opportunities could
be improved by providing a public
canoe and kayak launch and creating more park space at the end of
the harbour, perhaps with a sunrise
coffee cart.
As the concept is just a preliminary exercise, Krieg said the next
steps will be committing to a design
process, a planning process and
fundraising. Local clubs and associations aside from the local government bodies should also be
involved.
“I think we need to continue this
with a team that’s led by a champion

BC Ferries expenses have been reduced
FERRY FARES
continued from 1
closer to the rate of inflation, but it’s the
cumulative effect people are concerned
about.”
Passengers will pay 3.9 per cent more at
the fare booth when the final year of Performance Term Three begins on April 1,
2015, which saw ticket prices go up by an
average of four per cent each year for the
past three years. Swierenga observed the
next round is still above the annual inflation rate of around 1.1 per cent. There
is also some concern that the smaller
increase won’t be sustainable if predictions on increased efficiencies and lower
fuel prices don’t pan out.

“If it all works, we should be
good, but the ferry
corporation has a lot of capital
projects in their plans, and
the money has to come from
somewhere.”
harold swierenga
Chair,
SSI Ferry Advisory Committee
“Generally speaking, the commissioner’s making certain assumptions about

fuel prices. I think he’s certainly doing an
excellent job evaluating everything, but
who can predict everything?” Siwerenga
asked. “If it all works, we should be good,
but the ferry corporation has a lot of capital projects in their plans, and the money
has to come from somewhere.”
Macatee looked at BC Ferries’ recent
track record, long-term capital plans and
efficiency plans as well as fuel indicators
to determine the price cap. According
to a performance review by PricewaterhouseCoopers, the ferry company has
managed to decrease its administrative
expenses by $5 million since 2009 and
reduced executive compensation levels
by $1.2 million per year. Unscheduled
overtime declined by almost 16 per cent
and employee turnover went from 10.14
per cent to 2.94 per cent.
Ridership has increased slightly over
the past year to date. Ancillary services
and the BC Vacations initiative have made
positive contributions to revenue.
The commissioner is calling on BC Ferries to make further productivity improvements of $27.6 million by the end of PT4.
The public is invited to comment on
the preliminary price cap decision and
accompanying report by June 30. The
commissioner must make a final decision
on the price caps for PT4 by Sept. 30.
As Macatee’s report states, BC Ferries
and the province have agreed to continue
with the amalgamation of all route groups
into one route group for purposes of

price cap regulation, rather than
setting different price caps for
the minor, northern and major
routes as was previously done.
T h e a r ra n g e m e n t a l l ow s t h e
profitable major routes to subsidize the rest of the system.

with local public support and input,”
she said.
Salt Spring’s CRD director Wayne
McIntyre suggested the project
should get going as soon as possible
in order to get in line for some of
the federal grants that will become
available to celebrate Canada’s 150th
anniversary in 2017.
While an illustration was requested from Krieg for this story, she said
she needed Islands Trust permission to provide one to the Driftwood,
which was not received before the
paper’s press deadline on Tuesday
afternoon.
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EDITORIAL

Terminal
interference

H

ere we go again. The
perception of excessive ferry service for
Salt Spring Island
has once more been propelled
into the limelight.

A few years ago, Lower Mainland media personalities stirred up radio talk show crowds by insisting that
“tiny” Salt Spring having three ferry terminals was an
atrocity that must be addressed.
Nothing further on the matter was heard until last
fall when this one line popped up in a BC Ferries
report created for BC Ferry Commissioner Gordon
Macatee: “BC Ferries will also explore further potential
efficiency opportunities including . . . Rationalizing the
number of terminals on Salt Spring Island . . . .”
A BC Ferries spokesperson told the Driftwood at the
time that the reference was there because “the province” has the three terminals on its radar and the ferry
commissioner “gets a lot
of pressure about the three
Salt Spring’s three terminals.”
Then last week, with
ferry terminals
release of Macatee’s pricecap and Review of Performance Term Three reports,
Province should
much media attention was
given to Salt Spring Island’s
butt out
three terminals.
However, the terminals are only mentioned once
in those reports: in a summary of public comments,
which states “reducing the number of terminals on
Salt Spring makes sense.” In fact, two comments were
in favour of the idea, two were against and one was
neutral. When the Driftwood asked Mr. Macatee about
that “reduction makes sense” conclusion, he expressed
surprise the comments were summarized that way.
Closing the Long Harbour terminal to save money
did not arise in the 2013 Ministry of Transportationmandated exercise to find operational savings. It has
not been discussed at regular public meetings cohosted by BC Ferries and the Salt Spring Ferry Advisory
Committee. It has obviously not been contemplated as
BC Ferries works on its Southern Gulf Islands Strategy
to create schedules for two new intermediate-class vessels commissioned to serve Salt Spring and the other
Gulf Islands, where achieving financial efficiencies is a
primary aim.
But Salt Spring being served by three ferry terminals
clearly irks this current provincial government.
When the Coastal Ferry Act came into being in 2003,
much noise was made about how BC Ferries would
consequently be free from political interference. It
appears that promise has now been thrown overboard.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

VIEWPOINT by Maxine Leichter

Fire candidate presents positions
I am Maxine Leichter, an independent candidate for fire trustee,
running against a group of four running together. If elected, this block
of four trustees will form a majority of the board.
Every member of the board should have an equal voice. It may be
that all seven trustees or six or five are like-minded. But to have a block
that does not need to consult with other trustees is not democracy.
I am married to a paid-on-call support member of the fire department who performs communications, safety and logistics duties. That
is how I became informed and concerned about our fire department.
There is more to being a fire trustee than implementing the
changes recommended in the Walker report, an independent review
of the fire department. It is about setting the direction of an essential
public service in an open, thoughtful and business-like way without
reducing essential service levels, without diminishing community safety and without drastically increasing our homeowners’ fire
insurance rates.
It requires giving our firefighters the tools and training they need
to keep us all safe, but within a realistic budget. It requires providing a
safe, functional work place for the career, paid-on-call and civilian staff
through prudent and public planning of a new fire hall. It also requires
critical, independent thinking to address the special challenges that
come with running the geographically largest fire district in British
Columbia, on an island, where help from neighbouring communities
is several hours away, if available at all. Think about that for a minute
and you will realize that we, as a community, have to take care of
ourselves. Ensuring we can do all of this is the real job of a fire trustee.
As a taxpayer, I am as concerned about costs as anyone else. Keeping costs under control requires a realistic understanding of constraints and opportunities. Every service offered to the community
bears a cost. A careful cost/benefit analysis must be done on every
service and capital item in the budget. Full-time firefighters’ salaries,
on-call duties and the number of positions are set in a binding union

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Is a 1.9% annual ferry fare cap fair?

Yes

contract that expires at the end of 2016. If elected, I will move to immediately engage professional assistance to explore all options and help
negotiate a fair and affordable contract with unionized firefighters.
I will explore new ways to recover costs. For example, false fire
alarms and illegal burning occur frequently and our community
must bear the cost for every response. We should consider recovering costs from repeat offenders, giving people an incentive to
repair defective fire alarms and not engage in illegal burning.
For years I have been consistently calling for more effective public
participation in government decision making and will advocate for
more open consultations. I will bring fresh talents, skills and outside
experience to the fire board. Before retiring I worked as a policy
analyst and supervisor with the City of Los Angeles, one of the largest
government entities in North America. It was part of my job to find
effective solutions to community problems and to tender contracts
according to a fair and transparent process.
I have held elected office and know how effective government
agencies should be run. I know that there is a limit to the public’s
money. I have served on the boards of many non-profit societies and
currently serve on the Salt Spring Liquid Waste Commission. Having
been involved in a family business I know how important it is to keep
costs under control.
This election will change the way the fire department is run and,
perhaps, what we can expect in emergency response. Implementing
the 20 recommendations from an independent report is just a start.
Effective change can only come from independent thinking and the
collaborative efforts of everyone in our community. We can do it. We
deserve it.
Please vote on April 15 or 18 at the library.
The writer is a candidate for Salt Spring fire trustee.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: 66 70

No

Are security cameras the
answer for Centennial Park?
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Island Voices

Quote of the Week: “I think he’s certainly doing an excellent

job evaluating everything, but who can predict everything?”

HAROLD SWIERENGA, SSI FAC CHAIR, re ferry commissioner’s report

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: What
would make BC
Ferries a more
enjoyable ride?
Bob Morrisette Sr.

Stuart Marwick

Kayla Jones

Cerika

Brian Box

I think they’re pretty good.
Service is good, but the cost
may be too high.

I love the ferries but would
like to see a smoother transfer
at the Swartz Bay terminal.

If it wasn’t so expensive.

I really hope they don’t cut
services here.

Affordability. It doesn’t need
to get any fancier.

Letters to the editor
Preserve our
culture
In the last few years the Tree
House Café has blossomed
into a viable business.
Owners Mark and Terena
LeCorre have made the little
café weather friendly all year
round, created a reliably high
quality cuisine, and an excellent music venue with good
sound and valuable opportunities for local musicians. The
unique island-style ambiance
of the Tree House is priceless
to Salt Spring.
For tourists it is quaint and
adorable, quintessential Salt
Spring. Of course for a number of islanders it means jobs.
Jobs that no lane-way will ever
provide.
This is an open letter to
the Harbour Authority of
Salt Spring Island, our local

trustees, the Capital Regional
District, MLA Gary Holman,
MP Elizabeth May and anyone else that may be involved
or could lend a hand with
the lane-way dispute: Please,
please focus on the value of
the Tree House Café to our
community and allow this
magical little piece of island
culture to continue operating
as it has.
Bill Henderson,
S a lt S p r i n g

Be wary of
statistics
The Fire Service Review
report completed by the
Walker Resource Group has
brought much-needed independent clarity with respect
to the operations of our local
fire district.
However, the repor t
states “Our assessment has

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

concluded that at less than
$0.90 per thousand in property value (the “mill rate”), the
SSIFPD cost is slightly below
the provincial average for
similar communities.” This
statement has since been referenced as legitimacy for the
SSIFPD’s $2.5-million budget.
The mill rate comparison is
erroneous as it is only one part
of the equation that calculates
the SSIFPD allotment of our
property taxes, the other of
course being the property’s
assessed value. Property values on Salt Spring are amongst
the highest in the province for
fire districts of our size. As
we are an island, we have a
disproportionate amount of
expensive waterfront properties compared to other fire districts our size.
Furthermore, unless there’s
a new house on a small lot (not
many of those here on Salt

Spring), the majority of the
assessed value is land, which
arguably requires much less
fire protection service. Therefore, based on our relatively
high assessed property values,
much of which is land, there
is an argument to suggest the
mill rate for our fire protection
services should be amongst
the lowest in the province.  
It’s interesting to note the
communities with a sub $0.50
mill rate identified in the
Walker report are also waterfront communities (Shawnigan Lake, Mill Bay, Cowichan
Bay).
To suggest our SSIFPD
budget is acceptable simply because the mill rate is
slightly below the provincial
average for similar communities of our size is clearly misleading.
David Toynbee,
S a lt S p r i n g

Island absent Hot petition
in May’s letter to support
Even I was surprised to the Tree House
degree my recent short letter
concerning the waterworks
bowled current MP Elizabeth
May off her crisis soapbox.
A quick perusal of the
rather windy and patronizing
response (“MP May outlines
effective four years,” March
11 Driftwood) indicates no
comment on our waterworks
environmental situation or
any mention of Salt Spring
major issues at all.
Let’s hope our direct efforts
to the federal government for
matching funds are successful since our MP still feels she
can take Salt Spring Island for
granted.
Robin A. Williams,
S a lt S p r i n g

Since the recent coverage
of the laneway/Tree House
Café issue in the Driftwood,
the number of people who
have signed the petition
supporting the Tree House,
which was posted last summer, has now jumped to
over 2,000.
I suspect more people
will be drawn to it in the
days ahead.
It can be accessed at
www.change.org/p/saveour-soul-protect-the-treehouse-cafe-from-hassiinterference.
BRUCE CAMERON,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

Getting a strong pulse from Salt Spring’s AEDs
Do you know where to find your nearest
AED? No, I’m not referring to a birth control
device or a seemingly ubiquitous texting and
chat acronym like LOL or OMG. What we’re
talking about here is the Automated External
Defibrillator.
This little baby, about the size of a school kid’s
lunch box, can mean the difference between
death and survival for anyone experiencing a
heart attack, or as it is more technically called,
a sudden cardiac arrest (SCA). In fact, there is a
70 per cent survival rate for victims of SCA if an
AED is used in the first four minutes after the
heart stops beating.
As can be expected, time is of the essence
when it comes to dealing with cardiac arrests.
Statistics have shown that for every minute
that a victim is in a state of SCA, the chance of
survival is reduced by 10 per cent.
So how does this machine work? First of all,
in order to need to use an AED, there has to be
someone who has experienced a sudden cardiac arrest. How can you tell that this has happened? If the victim has stopped breathing or
is gasping for air, and there is no pulse or movement being shown, then it is very probable that
you are looking at a heart attack in action.
Okay, what do you do now? Immediately
begin cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
until medical help arrives. If an AED unit is
available, use it.

Believe it or not, although
in mortal danger is “pass elecsome basic instruction in
trode A through grommet B and
operating an AED couldn’t
attach to wire C and then fasten
hurt, even someone who is
securely to nipple D.” You also
Shilo
untrained can still use an
want to be able to understand
AED to save a life. Once the
Zylbergold the voice, so it better not be like
sticky pad electrode sensome of those long-distance
sors are attached to the vicsales pitches I keep getting.
tim’s chest, the device itself
And here’s another thought:
is able to assess whether the
you’d think that the last thing
victim is in cardiac arrest. If the AED detects a on your mind at a moment like this would be
ventricular fibrillation rhythm (a somewhat whether anybody would be likely to sue you
“sputtering” of the ventricle chambers of the if you somehow managed to do something
heart without any blood really being pumped wrong. We do, however, live in a litigious
out to the body), the information is relayed society where you can just never be sure
to the computer in the AED and it will then if someone may be out to make a buck by
determine that a shock is needed. It will not abusing the legal system. Fortunately, the
send an electric charge to the heart unless an Good Samaritan laws and statutes in the U.S.
SCA has been determined.
and the recent federal Cardiac Arrest Survival
If the computer senses that the heart has Act in Canada protect ordinary citizens who
stopped, and that an electric charge is in order, are just trying to do their best in a medical
it will then emit step-by-step voice prompts emergency.
to ensure that anybody (even techno idiots
Where are you supposed to find an AED if
like me) will be able to properly administer you need to use it in an emergency? Fortuan electroshock to get the heart beating again. nately, here on Salt Spring, you can find one in
One can only hope that the pre-recorded almost 30 strategic locations. These spots are
voice instructions built into the AED are easier marked with special AED signs portraying a
to follow than the so-called “dummy proof” red heart with a yellow lightning bolt flashing
directions that accompany any piece of IKEA through it. You should be able to come across
furniture needing assembly. The last thing you one at the Rainbow Road Indoor Pool, the golf
want to hear as you’re trying to revive someone club, the high school and on your way to the

nobody asked me But

washrooms at the public library. All three fire
halls have them, as do both the Uptown and
Downtown Pharmasave stores. Even six of
the local B.C. Hydro trucks are equipped with
AEDs.
More incredibly, a local company by the
name of Industry Drones has taken the AED
concept to the cutting edge. Working within
its “Drones for Good” project, it has tested and
now is confident it can swiftly deliver an AED
to the site of a cardiac arrest emergency via an
unmanned aerial drone. How this works is that
an emergency call from a smart phone will be
relayed via an app to a source which will then
notify first aiders in the vicinity, and gather
GPS coordinates from the smart phone signal.
A drone carrying an AED will be immediately
dispatched to the precise area and, upon landing, make available the life-saving apparatus.
Nobody asked me, but I believe we live in
a better place thanks to the efforts that have
brought the AED to the island. Lord knows
I’m no techno geek and if you’ve ever witnessed me driving around in my duct tapeenhanced pickup truck, you’ll know that’s true.
Still, I would have to be an ignorant fool to not
be grateful for this life-saving device. Maybe
AEDs will soon be installed in every single new
vehicle . . . which kind of counts me out, but
hey, if those drones are out there, this old heart
feels a whole lot safer.
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here’s
my card

99,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open
n home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails
a desirable west side neighbourhood. With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally
dscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home
tures a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality
peting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous
ndows, and two fireplaces. Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special
ches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.
#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Blue Velvet Upholstering

Dan Hardy
Denturist
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Increased community risk at stake
We appreciate the level of protection
provided by the Salt Spring Island Fire
Rescue service and we think its costs are
reasonable. We are not the only people
with this opinion.
which can only result in lowering the
The independent report Dan
called
the Denturist
level of service. We strongly disagree
Hardy
Fire Service Review, conducted
by the
thisatapproach.
Salt Spring
officewith
located
Walker Resource Group and tabledGulf
in Clinic“A fire department does not exist for
Lower
Road
January 2015 (available at the241
fire
hallGanges
what
it does; it exists for what it may
EFFECTIVE
DECEMBER
1ST
and online), states that Salt Spring’s
fire
have to
do.” (FireWise report, p. 16)
• New Dentures
and rescue service is “a very well-trained,
The SSIFR does a lot of fire prevention
professional emergency response• Reline
unit”& Repairs
work, through building safety inspec• Home
Care Facility
(p. 7); that “the management
of&the
tionsVisits
and public education. This work
operations
on par or bettercall
than
most is not legally mandated by the provForisappointments
1-250-710-1884
communities in the province” (p. 41); ince and cancelling it could save money.
and that the budget “represents a mill However, the FireWise report states that
rate cost of slightly less than the provin- a system of building inspections “is a
cial average for communities of similar recognized best practice within the fire
size” (p. 7).
service” and “it is well documented
The WRG report includes the inde- throughout the fire service that improvpendent Fire Service Inspection & Audit, ing fire safety education and awareness
conducted by FireWise Consulting Ltd. of citizens is effective in reducing loss of
in October 2014, which concluded that life and property damage.” (Both quotes
“Chief Bremner and all the firefighters of p. 13)
the SSIFR are to be commended for their
The Superior Tanker Shuttle Accredicommitment to public safety” (p. 6) and tation, which the department worked
that the SSIFR “provides a high level of hard to achieve, reduces fire insurance
service to its constituents” (p. 12).
premiums for homeowners. MaintainAs the report points out several ing the shuttle accreditation is a cost,
times, all services come at a cost. Some but cutting that service would increase
islanders advocate reducing costs, the insurance premiums paid by indi-

Dan Hardy - Denturist
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h an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio
one bay)offi
withcea large
basement
Salt inSpring
located
at
with large south facing windows. The main floor features a beautifulGulf
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vidual homeowners.
In 2014 the SSIFR answered 231 emergency calls as first responders, and some
critics urge removing this function to
cut costs. The ambulance service on
the island is truly excellent but one of
its two vehicles is often off-island. If the
SSIFR must abandon its first responder
role, nobody could still feel confident of
quick service in an emergency.
We have observed increasing hostility toward, and suspicion of, the fire
department over the past few years, and
there is a clear danger that our much
admired fire service could be undermined; if there is a silent majority of Salt
Springers who appreciate the protection
provided by the SSIFR, now is the time
to speak up.
Yes, a lower level of service would
be cheaper, but it would put the entire
community at several kinds of increased
risk; the value of any fire service is based
on safety, not dollars.
Birgit Freybe Bateman, Robert
Bateman, JP and RM Dupuy, Jean
Gelwicks, Ted Harrison, Ashley
Hilliard, Wendy Hilliard, Marlyn
Horsdal, Eric Onasick, Susan
Paynter, Dennice Stambuck, Judi
Stevenson and Kellie Wylie
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Harbour authority shares its outlook
By KATHY SCARFO
Working together with local, provincial and federal governments and everyone directly involved, we will soon have
a solution to the area leading to Kanaka
Dock.
The issue is a tough one because access
to the dock is critical and the Tree House
Café is well loved. We have already devoted a lot of time, funds and energy and
won’t stop bringing parties together to
find a constructive solution.
In the past, the Tree House Café has
informally used part of the dock access as
overflow to their business.
Moving forward, a plan for the whole
area is being proposed that might include
relocating some parking spaces on the
east of the building. The Tree House landlord has indicated a willingness to provide
space for their tenant.
We are hoping this area could be used
immediately in 2015 for overflow beyond
the restaurant’s capacity. This solution
recognizes the popularity of the Tree

House Café while ensuring dock access
for everyone.
A longer-term plan for enhancing the
overall appearance, including revamping the green spaces to make this work,
has been funded by the Islands Trust and
should be presented at the next Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee meeting in April.
It is clear from your support that many
residents, businesses, local boaters and
outer islanders depend on the Harbour
Authority of Salt Spring to help maintain
our special island lifestyle. We have also
discovered that some are less aware of the
extent of what we do for Salt Spring.
We are self-sustaining and do not have
any annual operational funds from government. Beyond our core mandate, we
voluntarily subsidize services that are
critical to our island community. These
include but are not limited to:
• Providing space for the coast guard,
search and rescue, police and ambulance,
and water taxi for school children;
• Helping tourism by expanding moor-

age facilities and providing free day-time
moorage for thousands of boaters to use
our community for business, pleasure
and services, and;
• Constructing space for airline services.
Some of our most recent projects are:
• Kids Don’t Float program with the
local Royal Canadian Marine Search and
Rescue group;
• Community-involved design of a new
building on the breakwater dock;
• Major repair to the Centennial Dock
boat ramp and breakwater float.
We do these things in addition to the
workload of running the facilities as per
the terms of our contract with the federal
government.
Our board, which is made up of volunteers who are longtime residents, appreciates our customers’ patience while we
finalize a solution for Kanaka Dock.
The writer chairs the Harbour Authority
of Salt Spring Island.
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The NSSWD board is the messenger. This is the good news!
Don’t shoot the messenger
if you don’t like the message.
Questioning is good. So, in
response to the above, my comments:

1. Omission of Acceptable
Procurement Process
The NSSWD board chose
an engineering firm to design
the plant without undertaking a formal bidding process
because “we chose the more
traditional way of going design,
bid and build. It’s prudent on
our part, it’s a way of controlling
our costs and making sure the
project runs on time.” (Marshall
Heinekey, NSSWD chair).

2. Related Preliminary
Engineering Studies
The need for pre-design
studies has been questioned
by the above, that these should
include studies of the NSSWD
distribution network, reservoir
volumes and locations, pumping stations, water supply and
community growth patterns
— in order that the system as a
whole will function efficiently
and economically.
Knowledge of each of these
sectors is already known, or
being updated. NSSWD has
already affirmed that the capacity of its reservoir sources (St.

Leaders’ advice
Bravo! What a fabulous idea! Why did we
not think of this before? Duct tape for Elizabeth May! (Photo from March 14 protest in
last week’s Driftwood.)
Lately, it would seem fashionable and
very much in vogue to quote Sir Winston
Churchill. There were a few blunders and
poor decisions made. However, what a brilliant, eloquent leader he was, never short of
a witty remark and the ability to give a turn
of phrase to any occasion or event under
the sun. A truly remarkable, inspirational
leader of the highest calibre.
For Stephen Harper, he would likely
advise: “I do not resent criticism, even when
for the sake of emphasis it parts for the time

Mary and Maxwell lakes) is
maxed out, and no significant
new demand can be supported.
Our ultimate source is what falls
from the sky. Collecting that
(reservoirs), treating and distributing it are expensive. I am
surprised the three letter writers
from last week are unaware of
this.

3. Water Treatment Plant
Location
The question: Was a study
completed to evaluate alternate
treatment plant locations?
The public will know NSSWD
considered an alternative site
adjacent to current Tripp Road
treatment plant, on upslope
lands under covenant to the
Water Preservation Society.
This site, situated at the base of
the western highlands (Channel Ridge), is covenanted and
non-developable to ensure
no habitat disturbance to the
watershed. It makes little sense
to me to undertake a much
broader study of this question,
at expense and time. All existing distribution lines will still
require supply and service, and
the lake source of supply suggests a treatment plant in proximity to it.

4. Reservoir Storage
The above ask: “Has the
NSSWD considered additional

with reality.”
My personal favourite, remembered
from World War II, is “Let us go forward
together.”
This was not a reference to terrorism or
anarchy!
Rowena Dixon,
Lower Ganges Road

Appreciation
Raising money for the Options for Sexual
Health clinic in the Core Inn is not exactly
easy, but some parts are pleasant.
Especially pleasant was the lavish lunch
for 19 tables of bridge held recently at Fulford Community Hall. The lunch was so
lavish, indeed, and so tasty that some folks
insisted that we had a professional caterer,

reservoir capacity within the
Maxwell Lake supply system,
given the source of water quality
and hydraulic advantages of the
existing Maxwell supply main?”
Maxwell is currently maxed
out. Maxwell Lake has already
been raised through two
human manipulations: damming and diversion of inbound
creeks feeding it. To dam it further would be to damn it. That
is, eradication of all shoreline
vegetation to the new proposed elevation level, thereby
releasing a flood of nutrients
through decay and ongoing
erosion, drastically raising
nutrient loading into the lake,
which is the food source of
algae, which is the food source
of bacteria, which is demise of
drinking water quality, which
is the decline of reliance on it
as a good quality, sustainable
source of drinking water to
support us.
“Max” is maxed. That is why
it is fenced, protected and safeguarded as the jewel it is, to
save us from our own destructive habits. The threat of fire in
this watershed would be devastating, and the risk of that
can only be reduced by leaving
it alone.
The writer has been highly
involved in water resource matters on Salt Spring.

rather than what we really had, which was
clinic staff and committee members volunteering their time and skills.
We are very grateful to Fulford Hall for
their continuing support of this annual fundraising event, to the many bridge players
— especially from the two duplicate bridge
clubs at Seniors and the South Salt Spring
Seniors at Fulford — to Country Grocer, to
Sue Mouat for providing the prizes and to
all those who turned up with delicious food
and door prizes to donate to the tables.
We are, however, most thankful for the
goodwill displayed by all the participants
and all absent supporters, and for that we
are truly grateful.
JEAN ELDER,
S a lt S p r i n g
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NSSWD plant position supported
By Ron Hawkins
I offer the following comments in response to Eric
Booth, John Macpherson and
Wayne Lee’s piece in last week’s
Driftwood, questioning NSSWD’s proposed water treatment
plant.
My background: Renewable
resource management prior
to retirement. Moving to Salt
Spring in 1997 I have remained
continuously involved in the
management of drinking water
through the Salt Spring Island
Water Preservation Society, the
Salt Spring Water Council and
Salt Spring Island Water Protection Authority (follower/questioner).
Over these years I have also
remained a close personal
friend of Mike Larmour, former
NSSWD manager, who has educated me immensely on the history of this organization. I have
addressed the NSSWD board
several times on matters of
concern. It is no surprise to me
that these expensive problems
would eventually demand resolution and payment. Whether
we pay in cash, or in kind, we
will pay. Hence, tough actions.
I find the current board to be
open, experienced, responsible
and courageous in addressing a
concurrent batch of challenges
which have cumulatively grown
over time and now confront us.
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NSSWD responds to questions
By MARSHALL HEINEKEY
The following is a response to the
“Ratepayers want answers” piece in
last week’s Driftwood.

Selecting the Design
Engineering Company

Photo by Jen MacLellan

ST. PAT’S COLOURS: Dorothy Violet Bush enjoys green kiwi punch
while adorned with a green neck sash at last Tuesday’s St. Patrick’s Day
party held at Salt Spring Seniors.

“It is unwise to pay too much,
but it is worse to pay too little.
When you pay too little, you sometimes lose everything because the
thing you bought was incapable
of doing the thing you bought it to
do.” John Ruskin (1819-1900)
This philosophy is well understood by anyone working in operations or infrastructure renewal,
but it is often difficult to convince
others of its merits. The consequences of inadequate design
details, inadequate funding or
specifying poor quality of materials cannot be overstated. Reduced
useful life or excessive repairs due
to premature equipment failure
are very costly and completely
avoidable with the appropriately
detailed design and funding.
The NSSWD board of trustees wanted to have continuity
throughout the design process.
Hence we elected to exercise our
legal right to enter into an agreement with a consultant on behalf
of the ratepayers to meet the district’s obligations. We also believe
this to be the most cost-efficient
route for the district.
Kerr Wood Leidal has an excellent and proven record over
a broad range of infrastructure

Each of us has a dedicated interest in the Fire Department,
spending time discussing it with islanders and observing the
meetings of the Board of trustees. From that observation
and participation, four distinct and independent people
arrived at similar conclusions and formed a slate of
candidates to achieve a needed course correction.

We are convinced that the Way Forward to a
New Fire Hall requires:
1. A step by step process with substantial
community consultation and input
from staff .....
2. A Master Fire Plan with risk analysis and
needs assessment .....
3. Evaluating different options with cost
analysis .....

PLEASE

VOTE

FOR:

Mitch Forest

Norbert Schlenker

Derek Hill

Linda Lee
[acclaimed]

InREsponse
projects and came well recommended from a competing firm.
KWL was engaged, and in consultation with the board and district staff, has designed a water
treatment plant to all accepted
engineering standards, providing
adequate capacity and with the
ability to meet current and future
water quality guidelines, thereby
protecting public health, which is
the ultimate goal of this project.

Related Preliminary
Engineering Studies/Water
Treatment Plant Location/
Reservoir Storage
As noted in previous letters and
articles, NSSWD owns the property and is currently withdrawing
water from this site, which eliminates the need for any additional
infrastructure upgrades, such as
hydro, additional water mains,
reservoirs or other appurtenances related to water distribution.
NSSWD is simply replacing
the current plant with the dissolved air flotation (DAF) technology mandated by our regulator, Island Health, a mandate
which, incidentally, was also
supported by the pilot testing
of the DAF process and the performance of CRD’s FernwoodHighland plant.
NSSWD is not starting from a

design concept; the distribution
system is a result of 100 years of
previous board and management
decisions. Pumps, distribution
piping and reservoir storage are
all in place and strategically located throughout the distribution
system. Island topography largely
dictates where reservoirs, pumps
and pressure regulating valves
need to be situated. Although
there is always work that could be
done, the distribution system is
functioning well.
In addition, NSSWD has a strategic asset replacement plan in
place for components that no
longer meet current standards,
whether by old age or system
growth over time, but this is outside the scope of the treatment
plant project.

Voting Rights
All on-title ratepayers (landowners) residing in the province
of British Columbia are entitled
to vote on the referendum provided they meet the qualifications
set out in our Letters Patent, the
Elections Act and the Improvement District Manual. Results are
overseen by the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development.
We encourage all our ratepayers
to vote on Referendum Day, Saturday, March 28.
The writer chairs the NSSWD
board of trustees.

Realtors, not BC Assessment,
should determine market value
By BRIGITTE HAYES
I had a good laugh reading Gail Sjuberg’s
“BC Assessment causes unnecessary
waste of time” column in last week’s
paper, especially when she states that
she will “simply marvel at the amount
of time wasted and stress produced
locally by BC Assessment this year.”
This year? Are you kidding me? BC
Assessment causes stress every year. Its
victims may change from year to year,
but you can rest assured that there are
always plenty to go around.
The Assessment Act requires that BC
Assessment produce annual rolls with
assessments at market value. Market
value. It says so right on their website.
Imagine our surprise when, after
purchasing our home in July 2012, the
2013 assessment was $158,000 higher.
Thinking this was a simple error, we
gave them a call as instructed. After
many hours on the phone, including
conversations with appraiser Miko
Ross, we decided to go for a hearing.
What a joke! After hearing our case,
the panel went behind closed doors to
make their decision. We could not participate in the deliberations. Their justification was based on “comparables”
that we did not agree with.
But why bother with “comps” at all
when assessment is based on market
value? When a home sells, its market value is established by the most
objective means possible, the market
itself. In our case the market had actually gone down since we purchased
the home, according to agents I spoke
with and Gulf Islands data published
by the Victoria Real Estate Board. So it

was a bit much to be assessed so much
higher.
Finally, worn out by the process and
with better things to do with our lives,
we accepted the panel decision of
$35,000 above what we had paid, even
though we disagreed with the assessment. But that wasn’t the end. It never
is. In 2014, our assessment was once
again $105,000 over what we had paid
in July 2012, with no basis given.
Fed up with what we view as incompetence and mismanagement at BC
Assessment, both my husband and I
called to complain. I’m sure we did not
sound happy. After a few irate calls, our
assessment was adjusted back down to
the 2013 level.
To put things into perspective, we
owned our own homes in Ontario and,
more recently, Washington state. Our
assessments in both locations fluctuated with market conditions, and they
seemed reasonable — at least reasonable enough that we never found cause
to complain. All in all, the time and
energy wasted with BC Assessment has
been a big disappointment in my longanticipated return to Canada.
If BC Assessment was serious about
market value assessment, it would let
real estate agents do the assessing.
Pick three agents randomly who sell
homes in the area, get their independent assessments and take the average
value. Simple to understand, simple to
implement.
What are the chances?
The writer is a Salt Spring Island resident.
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with

Meghan McKillop

FINE ARTS

Easter Art Tour ready to thrill for ninth year in a row
PHOTOS COURTESY EASTER ART TOUR

Participating in Five Women in Abstraction are, from
left, Nicola Morgan, Helen Ormiston Smith, Margie
Korrison, Barbra Edwards and Michela Sorrentino. The
feature exhibit of the 9th annual Easter Art Tour runs at
Mahon Hall from April 3 through
12.
IMMEDIATE
response

DRIFTWOOD AD

Five Women in Abstraction
anchors arts feast
April brings showers, flowers and the
Easter Art Tour.
Now in its ninth year, the Salt Spring
Easter Art Tour is an annual self-guided
artist studio and gallery tour running
from Good Friday, April 3 through Easter Sunday, April 5.
A host of special exhibits run in galleries and cafes — all showcasing fine
arts such as painting, sculpture and
photography — but in true island style,
exhibits of art are also to be seen in
such diverse places as frame shops, a
bank, hotel lobby, book shop, B&B and
a real estate office.
As a focus, each year a main exhibit
is held at historic Mahon Hall in Ganges featuring a single artist or group of
artists and is a great place to start your

tour. This year, an exciting show called
Five Women in Abstraction includes
the accomplished abstractionists Barbra Edwards, Margie Korrison, Nicola
Morgan, Helen Ormiston Smith and
Michela Sorrentino. It continues until
Sunday, April 12.
Everyone is getting in on the act, and
Ganges comes alive with art on opening night with additional openings at
Steffich Fine Art Gallery, Duthie Gallery,
Salt Spring Gallery and the Jill Louise
Campbell Gallery.
In addition to artist talks during
the run of the show, this year a special musical event hosted by the Japanese Garden Society called A Tapestry of Japanese Sounds Vol. 2 will take
place on Thursday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m.,
featuring two amazing and highly
achieved young musicians of traditional Japanese music. Koji Yamaguchi
and Yoshihiko Fueki on shamisen and

PERFORMANCE

Events for all tastes on offer

Opera, poetry and
Scottish tunes on
tap this week

The performing arts on
Salt Spring will have an
embarrassment of riches
during the coming week,
with something for everyone sure to be found in three
unique events.
The voices of the future
can be heard at ArtSpring on
Sunday, March 29 when four
internationally recognized
young singers from Vancouver join forces in a program
titled Opera for Everyone.
Singers Robyn DriedgerKlassen, Barb Towell, Frédérik Robert and Peter
Alexander, and sensational
pianist Tina Chang perform
together as QuintEssence.
They offer cherished opera
repertoire but also introduce the audience to exotic
musical gems by celebrated
songwriters, from Schubert
to Poulenc, Britten to Heggie and Gershwin to Weill.
The youthful ensemble also
invites the audience to be
nudged out of their musical comfort zones by bringing theatrical and narrative
twists to their concerts.
The show starts at 2:30
p.m. with a pre-concert chat
at 1:30 p.m.
Music and Munch will be

introducing the Declaration
of Arbroath and the wearin’
o’ the tartan on Wednesday,
April 1, with the lovely Patricia Flannagan making the
musical introductions.
Tartan Day marks the
signing of the historic document at Arbroath Abbey on
April 6, 1320 during the Scottish Wars of Independence.
The declaration sowed
the seeds of modern-day
democracy and formed the
basis of the American Declaration of Independence.
With all this in mind, Flannagan has chosen her songs
well. Definitely on the list
will be Scotland’s first unofficial national anthem Scots
Wha Hae. The words are by
Robbie Burns and are his
thoughts on what Robert the
Bruce would have said to his
troops; the tune is reportedly what was played at the
famous Battle of Bannockburn.
Also on the docket will
be I Will Go, a song about
MacLeod soldiers fighting
for the redcoats and returning home to find their
houses burning, followed by
MacCrimmon’s Lament.
The free performance
begins at the usual time
of 12:10 p.m. at All Saints’
By-the-Sea, followed by an
optional light lunch. A small
piece of tartan or full-blown
Scottish attire would not go

r

taiko drums will perform to benefit the
Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with
Heiwa Garden and other activities to
If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the product
acknowledge the Japanese-Canadian
pioneers on Salt Spring.
If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM th
Self-guided tour maps and information about the participating studios and
galleries are available at historic Mahon
Hall. Web and mobile users can visit the
website for images of the artists’ work,
their websites and contact info and a
Google map to their location. Info and
links about the musical performance
can also be found on the website.
The tour is a proudly sponsored program of the Salt Spring Arts Council and
is co-sponsored once again this year by
the Gulf Islands Driftwood.
An opening reception is set for Friday, April 3 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Mahon
Hall with the artists in attendance.
Visit the website at www.saltspringeasterarttour.com and access the tour
on Facebook at Easter Art Tour.

amiss at this concert.
Monthly open mic poetry evenings at the library
have become a lively and
enthusiastic venue for poets
and poetry lovers, as well
those who are newly exploring what poetry might offer.
Each month features a
poet who takes the floor
after the first half hour of
open mic readings. On
Thursday, April 2, the guest
poet is Rowan Percy, who
is also a queer activist and
a counsellor. She has been
writing for much of her
life, but in
the last
decade
has had
the opportunity to
focus on
h er p as sion as a
ROWAN
writer.
PERCY
Percy
has published a chapbook,
Body of Silence, which will
be available at the reading.
The title reflects both the
positives and negatives of
silence: silence as a ground
to return to for solace and
recharging and a wellspring
of inspiration — as well as
silence as a force in society
that shuts us down or inhibits our voice.
Readings begin in the
library’s program room at
7 p.m.

Thanks very muc

what’s on this week
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Wed.

Mar 25

Thur.
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Mar 26

Fri.

Mar 27

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

NSSWD Referendum
Advance Poll.
Advance voting opportunity for
St. Mary Lake water treatment
plant referendum for eligible
NSSWD ratepayers. Community
Gospel Chapel. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Spring Break Camp at the
Library.
Sessions for ages 4-7 from 10:30
a.m. to noon and ages 8-12
from 1 to 3 p.m. Pre-registration
required.
Drop-in Computer Help.
Free assistance with computer,
tablet, smartphone problems
every Wednesday at Salt Spring
Literacy. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday Night Poker.
Hosted by Albert, sign up at
6:30 p.m. The Local.
Salt Spring Garden Club.
Guest speaker for March is Rose
McCulley, also known as the Bee
Lady. Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.
SongJam.
A 21st-century pub sing-along
to vocal and instrumental backing tracks. Moby’s Pub. 7:30
p.m.

Tech Tutoring With Lisa
Pearce.
Windows and tablets. No Macs.
Salt Spring Island Public Library.
1:30 and 2:30 pm.
Library Annual General
Meeting.
All active library cardholders
are welcome to attend and are
eligible to vote at the meeting.
Salt Spring Library Program
Room. 3 p.m.
Thanks for the Memories,
Tim & John.
Tribute night for Tim O’Connor
and John Dolman after 19 years
of running Island Star Video.
Comedy movie Rat Race will be
screened. Advance tickets at SS
Books. The Fritz Movie Theatre.
7 p.m.
Spring Break Camp at the
Library.
See Wednesday’s listing.

StoryTime.
StoryTime is a free, interactive program for children and
families, particularly suited for
children 3 to 6 years of age. Salt
Spring Public Library. 10:30 to
11:15 a.m.
The Radicle Seed Library.
Every Friday through April 24.
Salt Spring Public Library Room 103. Noon to 2 p.m.
Games Night.
An evening of board games
and other interactive games,
facilitated by Bryan Dubien. Salt
Spring Island Public Library. 6
to 9 p.m.
Spring Break Camp at the
Library.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Thur.

Marianne Grittani and
Friends.
Live at The Local pub. 5 to 8
p.m.
CR Avery: Some Birds Walk
For The Hell Of It.
CR Avery brings his touring
show to Salt Spring for one
night. Song. Dance. Burlesque.
Spoken Word. Multi-media.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Show
begins at 8.

Fri.

Mar 27

ACTIVITIES

Alanon.
For friends and family of alcoholics. At Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church rear annex. 12
noon.
Book Club At The Library.
This month’s selection is The
Master by Colm Toibin. Salt
Spring Public Library. 1 to 3 p.m.

Mar 28

ACTIVITIES

Mar 28

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mar 26

Sat.

Sat.

The Barley Bros.
Every Saturday at The
Local. 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
NoRey.
Band from Seattle and Gabriola
Island performs at Moby’s
Pub. 9 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

NSSWD Water Treatment
Plant Referendum.
Main voting day for St. Mary
Lake water treatment plant
referendum for eligible NSSWD
ratepayers. Community Gospel
Chapel. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Mar 29

ACTIVITIES

Chess and Scrabble Club.
Open to chess and Scrabble
players of all ages and skill
levels. Salt Spring Public Library,
Room 103. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Fabulous Flea Market.
Annual fundraiser for Fulford
Community Hall. 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.
ToddlerTime.
Stories, rhymes and simple
activities best suited for children
aged 3 and under. Salt Spring
Public Library. 10:30 a.m.
Sustaining the Coast and
the Sea.
Turning the Tide and Save the
Salish Sea host films, musicians
and speakers. Lions Hall. 5 to 10
p.m. Starts with potluck from 5
to 6 p.m.

Sun.

Sun.

Mar 29

g

Special Event Thursday
March 26th 7pm
Thanks for the memories
Tim & John!

Kingsman

THE SECRET SERVICE

128 mins

Rating: 14A

March 27 - 31
Friday to Tuesday 7:00 pm

The video of choice? “Rat Race”.
Bring your stories for after the movie!
TICKETS ONLY ALAILABLE AT
SALT SPRING BOOKS

CINEMA

• Kingman: The Secret Service — Starring Colin Firth and Samuel Jackson. Stylish
and fun, sending up the spy genre with gleeful abandon. Based on the comic book
about a secret spy organization that recruits a street kid into the agency’s training
program just as a global threat emerges.
• Special event on Thursday, March 26 to honour Tim O’Connor and John Dolman
after 19 years of running Island Star Video. Comedy movie Rat Race will be screened.
Advance tickets at SS Books.
EXHIBITIONS

• Here’s Looking at You — a juried exhibition of work by Salt Spring artists that
explores the notion of personal identity runs daily at ArtSpring from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
until March 29. Also on exhibit is Who Are You Anyway?, a related collection of “selfies”
submitted by members of the public and then curated as a video art installation by
four Gulf Islands Secondary School students.
• Aperture — A photography show by islanders with disabilities is at the GIFTS
building (152 McPhillips Ave.) weekdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until March 27.
• Bill Underwood holds a photography exhibition called Outposts at Fernwood Road
Cafe until April 11.

Wed.

Apr 1

ACTIVITIES

Tech Tutoring With Conrad.
iPad, Tablet and eReader
Tutoring with Conrad Koke. Salt
Spring Public Library. Sessions
are available every Monday at
12 and 1 p.m.

Tues.

Mar 31

ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Fulford Hall.
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 12
noon.
Tech Tutoring With John.
Tuesdays at 2, 3 and 4 p.m. Salt
Spring Public Library.
Spring Break Camp at the
Library.
See Wednesday’s listing.

et noticed
board

Wed.

Apr 1

ACTIVITIES

Music & Munch.
Patricia Flannagan sings favourite songs from Scotland. Free
recital followed by optional
lunch prepared by the Anglican
Caterers. All Saints’ By-the-Sea.
12:10 p.m.

Mon. Mar 30

March 27 - 31 Fri. to Tues. 7pm

901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Community Arts
Council AGM.
Annual general meeting at
Mahon Hall. 10 a.m.
Pickleball.
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall.
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Rollerblading.
All ages. Many sets of blades
available for use. Fulford Hall.
2:30 to 4 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Quintessence.
Four of Vancouver’s best young
opera singers – Robyn DriedgerKlassen, Barb Towell, Frédérik
Robert and Peter Alexander
– joined by sensational pianist
Tina Chang. ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m.
Pre-concert chat at 1:30 p.m.
The Barley Bros.
Live music every Sunday at
Moby’s Pub. 3 to 6 p.m.
Meghan McKillop.
Live music at Salt Spring Inn. 6
to 9 p.m.

What’s On - the go!

Library Murder Mystery
Fundraiser. Celebrate April
Fool’s Day with a unique fundraiser event with mystery,
murder, wine, and cheese. Salt
Spring Library. 7 p.m.
Queen Margaret’s School
InformationEvening.
Info evening about Duncan
independent school. Harbour
House Hotel. 5 to 8 p.m.
Drop-in Computer Help.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Spring Break Camp at the
Library.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Wednesday Night Poker.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

www.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com/calendar/events/

view our online
comprehensive
interactive calendar of
events listings
YOUR go-to-place
for everything happening
on Salt Spring

Saltspring Driftwood Ad March 25 What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Fabulous Flea Market
Saturday, March 28th, 10am – 2pm
Fulford Community Hall
Delicious homemade food available

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!

imagine - comfort on wheels

Brought to you By SaunDerS SuBaru.

• Brought to the Light — The Watercolour Art of Lorne Shantz is featured at Salt
Spring Gallery until April 3.
• Nicola Wheston exhibits paintings in a show called Stuff at Duthie Gallery until
April 1, with the gallery open on Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by
appointment.
• The Salt Spring Library Program Room exhibit for March is The Gathering: A
Presentation of Art Glass on Salt Spring Island.
• Members of the Salt Spring Painters Guild display new work in the ArtSpring
lobby until March 27. The life drawing group will also present some of their works.
• Julianna Slomka’s artwork is on exhibit at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe in Ganges.
• Judy McPhee has an exhibit of photographs during the month of March at Country
Roasters cafe.
• Heidi Van Impe’s oil paintings are on display at Island Savings.
• Doug Rhodes’ photos are hanging at Penny’s Pantry.

www.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online comprehensive
interactive calendar of events listings

Squeeze Me!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com
The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd
2nd St.
St. Duncan
Duncan

1-800-593-5303
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
9-5pm
Mon.-Sat.
Sun11-4pm
11-4
Sun.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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FUNDRAISER

Murder mystery unfolds between library shelves
April Fool’s event has
cast of celebrities

librarian position during the
fall of 2015.
“Our visitors went up 30
per cent from the first year,
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
but our staffing only went up
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
one per cent. Despite our 174
Mystery fans and Salt volunteers, we still need proSpring Public Library patrons fessional staff to recruit and
will have an opportunity to train them [in addition to their
put their sleuthing skills to other responsibilities].”
the test at a special April Fool’s
Nikki McCarville, a library
fundraiser next Wednesday sciences student at the Unievening.
versity of British Columbia, is
Murder in the Library is currently filling the student
part theatre performance, part librarian position thanks to
problem-solving exercise, part a special UBC grant for rural
fundraiser — and a whole lot communities. McCarville has
of fun to be enjoyed by the been an active part of bringcommunity. With a cast of Salt ing the murder mystery night
Spring authors and other per- together, including helping
sonalities, the set-up promises choose the script from a set
to become a much-enjoyed of library fundraisers written
annual
event that
provides by California-based author
16 | WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 10, 2014
support for library resources.
Penny Warner.
“We are trying to maintain a
With four potential scripts
very high level of programs for to choose from, the conadults and youth,” explained sensus was on a tongue-inhead librarian Karen Hudson, cheek mystery that begins
who added one of the goals of with a book signing party for
the event is to fund a student the rather unpopular author

Photo by Elizabeth NOlan

From left, chief librarian Karen Hudson, actor Ann Stewart
and author Jordan Stratford practise up for next Wednesday’s Murder in the Library event.
Agatha Mystery (who will be
played by the more beloved
author Kathy Page). License
was given to change certain
aspects of the script when
extra local flavour seemed
called for.

For example, McCarville
said, in some cases the coordinators felt, “This joke falls
a little flat. We can put something more related to Salt
Spring here.”
Salt Spring Community

Theatre veteran and writer of themselves.”
Mary Lowery is coordinatThose who deduce the
ing the cast, which includes murder will be eligible for a
Hudson in her first-ever act- prize, but if too many islanders
ing role, Arthur Black, Adina prove adept at using their little
Hildebrandt, Stephen P. Rob- grey cells, a set of skill-setting
erts, Jordan Stratford, Deb questions will break the tie.
Toole and Ronald Wright. The Lowery hinted participants
library just missed securing might want to bone up on
a cameo from MP Elizabeth their knowledge of the mysMay, whose schedule does tery genre.
not permit it this year, but has
Tickets are available at
promised she’ll be on board the library desk and include
for next year’s event.
refreshments from MoonThe guests will themselves struck Cheese, Salt Spring
fill the role of detective and Coffee, Country Grocer and
solve the murder that ensues.
Thrifty Foods. Wine from Salt
“Visitors will be given report Spring Vineyards will be availsheets to fill out as they’re able by the glass. With only 80
invited to explore the library tickets being sold to ensure
and look for clues,” Lowery everyone can see and hear the
said. “After their reports are activity, prompt action is recfiled we www.gulfislandsdriftood.com
will get to hear from ommended.
Gulf Islands drIftwood
the suspects. There’s a lot of
Participants will meet in
cliched characters, so it gives the library’s program room on
readers an opportunity to Wednesday, April 1 at 6:30 p.m.
interact with them. They also for a 7 p.m. start time. The eveget to see a lot of local figures ning will also include a silent
taking on these roles, and per- auction with items donated by
haps showing a different side local businesses.

LIVE THEATRE

Genius music and dance show hits Mahon
C.R. Avery work defies genres
A “razzmataz opera of joy” will light up Salt Spring this Friday,
March 27 as the multi-talented C.R. Avery brings Some Birds Walk
For The Hell Of It to Mahon Hall.
Featuring dancers Melody Mangler and Violet Femme, Some
Birds is a 90-minute (with intermission) slice of song, dance, rap,
burlesque, banjo ballads, video, costume and dazzling light.
Canada’s national music paper Exclaim calls it a “mix of high art
and lowbrow that amounts to the ultimate rock show,” marrying
Avery’s live performance with audio cameos from some of the most
iconic voices of the last 50 years, such as MLK, Miles Davis, Bob
Dylan and Patti Smith.”
“Whether performing to thousands at the Royal Albert Hall or

expert

the lucky few who made it inside a sold-out speakeasy, C.R. Avery is
a unique, raw and dynamic performer,” press material for the show
proclaims, noting his performances have garnered the attention of
musical peers like Tom Waits and legendary blues harp trail-blazer
Charlie Musselwhite.
Friday evening’s show will double as the Salt Spring book release
event Some Birds Walk For The Hell Of It, Avery’s latest book of
prose/poems on Anvil Press.
“C.R. will rock the house and sign books, the dancers will dance
until the lights come down. A night not to be missed,” the press
release promises.
Tickets are at Salt Spring Books or the door. Doors open at 7:30
p.m. and the show starts at 8 pm. The evening is presented by Andy
Ramesh Meyers’ Allowed Sound Studio.

ADVICE

Spring is here...time to
get moving!

What’s that noise/smell?
Is it dangerous/expensive?

1:00 NOONER CLASS
If you are not a morning person this time will suit you. It’s a
moderate to intense class, again using the shallow or deep water.
In all classes you will be using the water resistance to tone and
stretch you. In every class you will be given 3 levels so you
can work at your own pace. While working out with weights,
kickboards, noodles or a ball to improve strength, flexibility and
stamina. Classes cover all fitness components while listening to
music which will get you moving and singing in no time.

Come give it a try!

Rainbow Road

indoor pool

250-537-1402 • 262 Rainbow Road

3.25” x 4.25”

These are questions we answer every
GYLE
day, an experienced eye, nose and ear will
KEATING
help with the diagnosis.
• Clunks, squeaks and bangs when driving on an uneven surface
are normally associated with steering or suspension problems.
• Grinding with brakes applied or squealing that disappears with
brakes on indicates worn brake components.
• Hot electrical or fuel smells are potentially dangerous at any time
and should be dealt with immediately.
• Antifreeze or oil leaking onto hot components give off very
unique odours.
• Hot brake smell may or may not indicate problems. Braking
continuously down a long hill will heat your brakes enough to give
off a noticeable odour.
The cost of repairs can only be determined after a diagnosis has
been completed. If you notice a change in your vehicle’s feel, noise
or smell, a test drive and in-shop inspection should be performed
before a small, easily repaired problem turns
Drive Safe, Gyle
into a major repair.

537-2102 | www.tickets.artspring.ca

How Should I
Prepare My House
For Listing? Part 2

Jan

Macpherson
You have one chance to make a first
impression with drive-by appeal. Buyers begin to evaluate a
home before they are in the door. Consider painting the front
door, placing spring flowers in pots, or setting out bedding
plants near the entry. Is the yard and drive tidy? Is the home
address clearly visible?
Create ambience! Treat yourself to presentation
accessories. A new tablecloth, bedspread, or speciality
lighting can add pizazz. Enliven your living space with
bowls of fresh fruit, plants, freshly cut flowers. Buy or
borrow artwork from friends. Rejuvenate your current living
space and enjoy the new items in your next home. You are
presenting an image, a lifestyle.
Staging your home can make a huge difference as to how
quickly your home sells and increase it’s perceived value!
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9:30 AM EASY DOES IT CLASS
It’s the perfect class if you want a gentle workout. If you are just
get started or returning after a break this class is for you.

Pre-concert chat 1:30
Proudly supported by Joan Farlinger and
Mouats Clothing Co.

Real Estate

Mechanic

BRENDA

Sunday, March 29 – 2:30pm
Adults: $23 Youth: $5

250-537-9933 or sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM
T o b e a pa r T o f T h i s p o p u l a r f e aT u r e !

Fitness Expert

8:00 AM ENERGIZER CLASS
AKERMAN
What better way to start your day off than
with a vigorous high gear workout in the pool. It’s a shallow/
deep combo class that will challenge all your muscle groups.

Quintessence

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C) - GOLD AWARD 2014 (VREB)
Call for a presentation & marketing consultation.

RE/MAX Salt Spring
Direct: 250-537-9894

Office/Pager: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2014
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people&community
community

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

SCHOOLS

First Nations culture informs Fernwood mural project
Quentin Harris
guides student
participation
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Artist Quentin Harris and Fernwood students, from left, Mac M.,
Liam Stevens, Silas Nowell and Taylor Jackson get ready to slap
some paint on a new Coast Salish-themed mural.

Fernwood Elementary
School is getting a muchneeded update to its
entrance area with help from
local First Nations artist and
parent Quentin Harris.
Replacing a wall area that
had been covered in carpet since 1979 is a mural
designed by Harris with
input from students. Fernwood kids are also willing
participants in the painting
process, which has been
happening on Tuesdays over
the past month.
“The idea behind the
project is this year we’ve
been focusing on the three
Rs, which are the central
values of the school,” Fernwood principal Kelda Logan
explained.
Playing on the academic
“R” triumvirate of reading,
writing and arithmetic, the
school’s core values have

D.W. Salty

been established as “being
For example, the story of
is looking for
material
Respectful, being Respon- Hummingbird shows how
fortohis
sible and Reaching out
the column,
one tiny being can take
greater community.” These action and make a differideas are meant to underly ence in the world, in a legend
everything the school com- about carrying drops of water
munity does, instead of hav- to a forest fire. Harris related
ing a lengthy list of can and this story to his own small
can’t rules.
step of picking up garbage on
Logan said the school the beach to counteract the
had originally talked about thousands of tons of plastic
updating the exterior of the polluting ocean waters.
you have
school, but HarrisIfadvised
“Hummingbird is a story
information
the mural would last
longer on
allany
the staff at the school
of our
streets,
if indoors. In addition,
Fernreally like, because it demcontact
wood wanted everyplease
student
onstrates each one of us has
us at:
to be able to participate,
a gift, has a purpose,” Harris
or “Maybe not everyone’s
which might not be250-537-9933
possible said.
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
with the high outdoor
space. going to be a superman in the
“My goal wasn’t the end world, but if we each — all
product, it was basically to seven billion of us — do our
really involve all the kids part, we can have an impact.”
in the school. It’s so neat
First Nations governance
when you can involve all the and community values are
grades at the same time,” depicted in an image of a
Harris said.
couple holding a bentwood
Harris created the mural box, which symbolizes the
design using Coast Salish potlatch. Another picture
imagery, storytelling and symbolizes the cycle of life in
themes that interweave the marine environment with
with the school’s values and images of oolichan, salmon,
activities. He shared the sto- seals and killer whales chasD.W. Salty is looking for material for
ries during a whole-school ing each other.
his column,
assembly that doubled
as aof Salt
“Whatever
it is, it’s
Streets
Springcycle
Island
learning experience.
important
to respect
If you have information
on any
of our it, and

RURAL LIVING

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

D.W. Salty
those animals
are imporisalllooking
for material
tant to maintain that balfor
his column,
ance,” Harris observed.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

The life cycle design also
has a more personal connection for students; Harris changed some salmon
to egg-bearing females to
honour the excitement Fernwood kids are experiencing
around a fish-hatching project at the school.
If you have
Something interesting the
information on any
project uncovered when the
of our streets,
brown shag carpeting was
please contact
ripped down is that a previus at:
ous mural called 250-537-9933
Circling the or
Square
had once occupied
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
the same space.
“I guess the kids didn’t really connect with it. I think this
one’s going to be more meaningful to the kids because
they’ve actually put paint to
the wall. It’s theirs,” Harris
said. “I didn’t want to take it
over or for it to be mine, I just
wanted to channel their creative energy.”
The school is planning to
host a dedication ceremony
to celebrate the many hands
D.W. Sa
that went into making the
project happen once it is
St
complete, Logan said.

streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Local women honoured in Victoria
Women’s Institute
has tea with Lt.Governor
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

More than 100 rural
women from across southern Vancouver Island left
their gumboots on the
farm to take afternoon
tea with Lt.-Gov. Judith
Guichon at Government
House in Victoria earlier
this month.
“It was a fantastic day,”
said Sharon Hawke, a Salt
Spring resident and vicepresident of the Women’s
Institute’s southern Vancouver Island chapter.
“The grounds were just
beautiful. It couldn’t have
been any better.”
Over smoked salmon,
egg sandwiches, clotted
cream and fine china, participants at the March 12
event celebrated some of
the region’s most phenomenal women.
Hawke said she and
fellow board members
requested an invitation to
meet with the lieutenantgovernor in 2014 to mark

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

From left, Donna Jack , Sharon Hawke, Sandy Robley
and Lt.-Gov. Judith Guichon.
the group’s 15th-annual
rural woman award.
Given the lieutenantgovernor entertains no
fewer than 419 appointments over the course of
an average year, Hawke
said she was delighted
when the meeting was
confirmed.
“It was an opportunity
to celebrate,” she said.
“Most of us had never
been to Government
House, so we were thrilled
to get invited.”
The southern Vancouver Island Women’s
Institute, which encompasses nine local chapters
between suburban Victoria and Cedar, has recognized an outstanding rural
woman from the region
every year since 2000.

Winners are selected for
having made a significant
contribution to agriculture
in their community.
Sixteen winners have
received the award, which
is presented every Oct. 15
to mark the International
Day of Rural Women.
Among the prize’s recipients are Salt Spring’s Susan
and Julia Grace, owners of
Moonstruck Cheese. The
couple, whose Jersey milk
cheeses have been celebrated at competitions
around the world, won the
recognition in 2005 and
2014.
Sandy Robley, owner
of Sunset Farm and Salt
Spring Hospitality at the
north end of Sunset Drive
was named rural woman
of the year in 2012.

The Graces received the
most recent Rural Woman
of the Year award because
of their ongoing dedication to organic production methods and environmental stewardship at
their Beddis Road farm.
Susan Grace said it was
great to attend the event
along with so many inspiring women who’ve contributed to improving
agriculture on Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands.
“I was really impressed.
It was kind of neat to see
all the past winners all
dressed up in our bib and
tucker as it were,” she said.
It was an honour, Grace
added, to be celebrated by
Lt.-Gov. Judith Guichon,
whose ranching background gives her reason
to empathize with other
rural women across the
province.
“She has really, as a
lieutenant-governor, done
a lot to shed light on the
agricultural community,”
Grace said. “Because it’s
dear to her soul, she’s been
very proactive.”
More information can
be found at svanciswomensinstitute.bc.ca.
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WATER

Water fair delivers powerful conservation message

photo by sean mcintyre

Angela Brown keeps children entertained in the salmonid storytelling tent at Sunday’s water fair.

CRD director ponders
conservation incentives
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F F

Getting zipped inside a giant inflatable salmon is the last thing you’d
expect between the display of water
pumps and sprinkler-system workshops at Sunday’s water conservation
fair at the Farmers’ Institute, but organizers say it was all part of the fun.
The salmonid storytelling tent kept
the kids busy as parents and other participants learned about Salt Spring’s
freshwater resources and how best to
preserve the limited quantities available.
The event, which coincided with
World Water Day, was part of a twoday celebration organizers held to educate and inspire islanders about ways
to lower the average household’s water
footprint.
“We’re progressing towards greater
sustainability on this island in a big
way and this means living and coming
together to be able to learn each year to

do better,” said Shannon Cowan, who
coordinates the Salt Spring Island Water
Protection Authority and helped organize the weekend celebration. “We’re
striving for sufficient water for human
uses and to sustain our thriving ecology.”
Speaking after the event on Monday, Salt Spring Capital Regional District director Wayne McIntyre said the
event’s success points to the strong
interest in water conservation among
islanders. He said work is underway at
the CRD level to implement a financial
incentive for Salt Springers to install
rainwater collection systems.
“I haven’t had any negatives. The
essence of the plan is in process,” he
said. “It just needs a little meat on the
bones.”
From using a bucket of water leftover from rinsing the dishes or warming the shower to installing a state-of
the-art sprinkler system, Sunday’s event
gave participants a raft of tips, tools and
ideas to lower their water bills and help
the environment through the island’s
summer months.
Chris Drake, owner of Sweet Water,
stressed the importance of preparing

for longer, drier summers by controlling
invasive species and planting to reduce
wildfire risk; master gardener Linda
Gilkeson extolled the merits of mulching and working with a low-water budget; and Michael Nickels, owner of the
Seven Ravens Permaculture Academy
and Eco Forest, talked about swale construction, a technique that can greatly
increase garden and farm productivity.
Water council coordinator Suzan
Chamney estimates at least 250 people
attended Sunday’s event. More than 100
participants took in Saturday’s Every
Drop Counts Rainwater Conservation
Tour.
“I thought it went great,” she said
Monday. “The idea was to have something for everybody.
“It really was nice that so many people came out.”
Chris Dixon, who was among eight
property owners who opened their yards
for Saturday’s tour, said he received a
steady flow of visitors throughout the
afternoon.
People learned how a relatively simple and affordable rainwater catchment

Bouquets of roses to the 150 volunteers who made 30 quilts and bags at
the Quilting Bee on March 15. Roses

to Lions, Stitches, SS Singers, Country
Grocer and Thriftys for their generosity,
and to the individuals who made donations. Island Comfort Quilts
March 7th was an inspirational evening at SWOVA’s International Women’s
Day dinner and fundraiser. Many thanks
and roses to our major sponsors Mouat’s,
Pharmasave and Harbour House Hotel.
Thank you to our donors who included local businesses and private contributors. Thank you to the volunteers,
performers and speakers who donated
their time and energy to making the evening a huge success. Roses to all those
who attended and supported the event.
Most of all, thank you to the amazing
“changemakers” who were honoured
from our community. Without you the
event would not be possible.
A bale full of Salt Spring roses to everyone that helped make Roy Lamont’s
“Great Wake” a wonderful celebration.
The outpouring of love and appreciation

Before an Emergency

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if
something happens in your community,
it may take emergency workers some time
to reach you. You should be
prepared to take care of
yourself and your family for
at least seven days.

https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepareyourself/get-prepared
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photo by jen maclellan

John Campbell shows part of the set-up
in his rainwater collection system in his
North Beach Road home during Saturday’s rainwater harvesting tour.

Rants and Roses
Thousands of African roses to the
many individuals, businesses, schools,
and seniors that supported our 7th
Annual Scrabble Fundraiser and Silent
Auction. Your donations will be given to
the Stephen Lewis Foundation to support community-level organizations
working to Turn the Tide against HIV/
AIDS in Africa. Thanks to Salt Spring
Inn and the Clubhouse Bar and Grill
for hosting our game sessions, Driftwood for getting the word out, players
who gathered pledges, schools for letting
us share the message, CFSI-FM radio
for the interview, Country Grocer for
subsidizing our prizes, donors of auction items, our friends and families who
played and donated, and all the grandmothers and grand-others who helped
with a multitude of tasks. SS Grand(m)
others to Grandmothers are very grateful
to our wonderful, caring community.

system — cobbled together with PVC pipe, some
standard garden hoses and a used above-ground pool
— can nourish 400 tomato plants through a hot Salt
Spring summer.
Whether the event is repeated next year depends on
funding availability, Chamney said.
This year’s program was organized by the Salt Spring
Island Water Council, Salt Spring Island Watershed
Protection Authority and the Salt Spring Island Water
Preservation Society, with widespread participation
from island business and property owners.

ct
Conneat QMS
for this man is a testament to how he
touched all of our lives. Special roses to
Dan and Celeste Jason, Christine Copeland, Michele MacKenzie, Chris and
Marilyn Schmah, the band members of
Reeds and Wires and Priscilla the Piper
for creating a perfect environment on
the farm. Thanks also to the Driftwood
for the Extra cover tribute to Roy. If you
have a short story to share about Roy,
please send it to Maggie O (jaynmags@
gmail.com) to be compiled in a digital
book by his great-niece Kelsey.
A ferry full of wonderful smelling daffodils to the captain of our ferry on the
Fulford-Swartz Bay run on Saturday,
Feb. 21. Our Vancouver ferry was half an
hour late and we were told by the purser
that a connection was impossible and
that another two-hour wait could not be
avoided. Yet when we arrived our ferry
was held back 10 minutes and all passengers and cars were welcomed. Cheers
to the captain and BC Ferries. Wolfie L.

INFORMATION EVENING

Wednesday, April 1, 2015
Harbour House Hotel, Salt Spring Island
5:00pm-8:00pm
Co-ed Kindergarten-Grade 7 • All Girls Grades 8-12
Daily Bus Service to Salt Spring Island Ferry
On-Campus Equestrian Program
Visual & Performing Arts
Athletics • French & Japanese

www.qms.bc.ca

660 Brownsey Avenue, Duncan, BC
250 746-4185 ext. 237 | admissions@qms.bc.ca
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Saturna’s Wild Thyme Coffee House bakes fresh plans
Fundraising campaign
for land purchase
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The owner of the Wild Thyme Coffee House on Saturna Island is looking for community support to ensure
her popular and innovative business
venture can live on and expand in the
not-too-distant future.
Several years ago, Aleah Johnson
found the perfect home for her business featuring locally produced food
and great coffee in the rusted-out,
windowless hull of a 1963 Leylander
double-decker bus. Close to onethird of the island’s small population
helped restore “Lucy” to new glory,
including a party to cover the faulty
Union Jack design with two tones of
soothing green marine enamel paint.

“When Aleah brought that dilapidated bus back to Saturna, a lot of
locals thought she was insane, and
many were certain she would never
see the project through. But Aleah’s
enthusiasm for the project (and endless charisma) won the community
over, and soon nearly 100 Saturna
residents were involved in helping
her dream come to fruition,” recalled
Wild Thyme’s front of house manager
Katie Dentry.
Johnson’s plan to open the cafe
received overwhelming support
three years ago at an Islands Trust
meeting when she applied for a temporary use permit to park the refurbished bus near Lyall Harbour.
She is banking on another round
of goodwill when it comes to the
business’ long-term sustainability.
“There’s just so much support
from the community here,” she said.

Johnson has always been aware
her landlords intended to sell the
property at some point, and they
have given her an informal right of
first refusal. She has decided a proactive approach is warranted.
“The business has been breaking even for a year now, but I haven’t
been able to bank any coin,” she said.
“At this point I’m just trying to
come up with a creative solution to
get a down payment when it does
come time.”
Her plans are to extend her business by transforming the existing
home and brick outbuilding into The
Bus Stop Bakery & Bed and Breakfast.
With a new Go-Fund-Me campaign
and a busy tourist season expected,
Johnson feels she has a good shot at
making those dreams come true.
The quality of Wild Thyme’s product and its too-cute set-up — kitchen

on the first floor, seating on the top
deck — has earned attention from
visitors from all around the world.
Johnson has been featured in newspapers and magazine spreads as well
as countless blog posts.
She’s also an acknowledged star
on her home turf, opening the first
new business Saturna had seen in
around 15 years and adding much
needed employment in the process.
Four young women under the age
of 30 currently work for the cafe, and
Johnson has offered work experience positions to SEEC high school
students whenever they have been
interested.
Her business plan will only
increase the number of stable fulltime jobs, and as Dentry explains,
that is no small consideration.
“With the opening of Wild Thyme’s
doors came a full-time, fair-wage

position for myself that enabled
my husband and I to stay on Saturna, contribute to the community
and start our family,” Dentry said.
“So while to some a Go-Fund-Me
campaign may seem like an unusual
business strategy, Aleah is not too
proud to ask for help if it means that
she can protect her employees’ jobs
and continue contributing to the
island’s economic vitality.”
Johnson’s plan to open a B&B
would add some much-needed tourist accommodation to Saturna. Her
plans for the commercial kitchen will
make preparing Wild Thyme’s menu
items less challenging, but also build
the opportunity for a catering side.
The campaign can be found under
Double Decker Bus Expansion at
gofundme.com. Anyone donating
over $100 will receive a free two-night
stay at the B&B once it is built.

FIRE CAMP
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100 training hours
provided

Pender Island Fire-Rescue, in association with Salt
Spring Island Fire-Rescue,
will once again guide 20
courageous youths through
an intense week of handson training during spring
break.
From March 23 to 28, 14

boys and six girls between
the ages of 15 and 18 will
receive rigorous instruction that includes structure
fires, auto extrication, high
angle rope rescue, search
and rescue, medical first
response and other related
skills.
“Firefighter training has
shown to be a great way
to challenge teens, mentally and physically, and

this unique boot camp has
helped its graduates reach
new levels of confidence,
self-esteem, strength,
teamwork, and initiative,”
the coordinators state.
Although there are a
handful of fire cadet programs across Canada, the
Gulf Islands Fire-Rescue
cadets live, work and play
with firefighters and community mentors 24 hours

a day for six consecutive
days, totalling 100 hours of
training.
“This level of immersion
and intensity has shown
remarkable results.”
The camp is made possible through hundreds of
volunteer hours contributed by more than 40 firefighters and support crews
from the Pender and Salt
Spring island departments.

Three previous graduates
of the cadet program who
are now qualified firefighters will also return to lend
a hand in giving the new
cadets the experience of a
lifetime.
The camp runs alternating years during spring
break and was launched by
Pender Island Fire-Rescue
Deputy Chief Mike Dine in
2005.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Leprechauns meddle with card games




Proposed St. Mary DAF Water Treatment Facility
For facts, project
history
and
much
more !
$
!


Visit our website
 "! 
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

  #
$   $

Income Tax

CANADIAN & AMERICAN
PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT
DRIFTWOOD
Fulford Village Office
AD PROOF
DRIFTWOOD
250-653-4692
250-653-9221

PH:

FX:
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

AD PROOF

24 hour response required
by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.
Please proof this ad carefully
24 hour
response required

and reply ASAP with your OK or
changes. If you have changes,

Pleaseplease
proof respond
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and
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thusreply
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the changes
indicated.
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at 10am
the ad goes to press in this format.
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Thanks
much.
by Tuesdayvery
at 10am
the ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

Players welcome return of
the evening light after
time change
By JILL EVANS
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

Daylight Saving Time arrived on
March 8 and you can credit or blame
Benjamin Franklin for it, depending on
whether you like it or not. He dreamed
it APPROVED
up in 1784.
Some love it and would like it all year,
or even as Anonymous said, “I wish
daylight saving time worked the other
way in the fall . . . We could fall forward.
Sunrise about 10 a.m. Sunset 9 p.m.
Cool with me.”
Not cool with many Salt Springers,
perhaps. But would staying on Daylight
year round satisfy those who hate losing an hour of sleep every March? No

BridgeTricks
need to change clocks . . . no turning on
lights at 3 p.m. . . .
By March 9, those who lost that
hour of blissful sleep seemed to have
recovered and six full tables arrived
for bridge in daylight for the first time
this year. Jeff Bell and John Jefferson
were the most wide awake, while Zelly
Taylor and Ian Thomas beamed into
second place. There was a tie for third,
with George Laundry and Paul Retallack brightly scoring the same as Liz
and Oleh Mycyk. Glowing in the fourth
spot were Glenda Kaiser and Jill Evans.
Then all faced fog going home, hoping
the air and their minds would be clear
the next time.
March 16 was St. Paddy’s Day Eve, but

the wearing of the green was unnoticeable. There were five and a half tables
and the leprechauns must have been
practising their mischief because many
hands had very strange distributions.
Those least befuddled were the Laundry-Retallack pair, with the Mycyks
coming second. The Taylor-Thomas
combo were third and Nick Beringer
with Pat Sutherland came fourth.
As for the rest, maybe it was St. Patrick himself who said, “May the luck
of the Irish be with you” (probably
not, come to think of it), but anyway,
remember that old Italian proverb that
says “After the game, the King and the
pawn go into the same box” and with
luck results may be better next time it’s
opened.
If you’d like to have a go at a Monday
evening game at Seniors, please contact George Laundry at 250-653-9095
or pastorale@shaw.ca.

SENIORS’ HEALTH

Course offers pain management tips
Registration open
for April 15 start
Island seniors who
suffer from chronic
pain are encouraged to
sign up for a special free

course next month.
Beginning
on
Wednesday, April 15, the
Chronic Pain Self-Management Workshop will
run for six consecutive
Wednesdays, running
from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

It will be facilitated at
Meadowbrook seniors
residence by Deb Stevenson and Jude Oliver,
who have been trained
by UVic personnel to
run this specific series of
classes.

Registration is open
to any island senior, but
they should call soon
to secure a spot. Phone
1-866-902-3767 toll-free
or visit www.selfmanagementbc.ca for more
information.
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CENTENNIAL PARK

Rocking horse gets new bearings
TIP OF THE WEEK:
The first Solar Eclipse of the year occurred last week just hours
before the equinox and at the last degree of the Zodiac. This is a
sign for us all and has already and will continue to produce many
pivotal and important evolutionary waves. This will, as ever occur on
individual and collective levels. Each according to their destiny, the
movements of the planets both as single units and as collective forces
are as the fingers with many picks, weaves, chords and notes with
strums and beats, flicks and rips playing tunes according to the music
of the spheres. With the cosmic tool of Astrology I can assist you to
hear and heed your soul song. This week’s Horoscope highlights some
of the celestial sound of the Solar Eclipse that will culminate into a
powerful Lunar Eclipse next week, the 3rd of the tetrad of our times.
Photo by Devin Milner

Mechanic Mike Fraser, left, and Justin Byron of PARC get set to transfer the historic rocking horse to park

Volunteer effort
restores Ganges icon
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A celebrated piece of Ganges
history returned to Centennial
Park last week with a new lease
on life and a freshly coiffed horsehair tail.
“Immediately people started
flocking to it,” said Kirk Harris,
a Capital Regional District parks
and recreation employee. “It was
a huge event, and there’s been
really good feedback from the
community because it is such an
icon.”
Harris was among a group of
PARC employees and volunteers
who returned the Centennial
Park playground’s fabled rocking
horse to its rightful place on Tuesday, March 17 after an 11-month
absence.
Nearly a year ago, plans to
remove the rocking horse for restoration work prompted PARC
staff to issue a press release to
deter any potential backlash from
folks who thought the squeaky
old nag had been put out to pasture.
The horse has been a popular
attraction among islanders and
visitors since Centennial Park was
created in 1967. Generations of
children have straddled the fiveseater steed for nearly 60 years.
“A lot of people in their 50s can
recall playing on it when they
were kids,” Harris said.
In recent years, the rocking
horse has developed a modest
online cult following as it represents an endangered playground
species.
Since so much exposure to
the wind, rain, sun and snow is
enough to run down even the
mightiest of stallions, PARC staff
chose to give the weathered beast
a treatment fit for a filly.
Thanks to the volunteer effort
and mechanical savvy of mechanic Mike Fraser — who is among
the many islanders with fond
memories of Ganges’ favourite
ride — PARC’s wounded warrior
found a welcome spot for some
much-needed TLC. After nearly a
year in the barn, the rocking horse

is up and running with a fresh coat
of paint, new roller bearings and a
real horse hair tail.
“He did everything for free,”
Harris said.
Centennial Park’s rocking horse
has even been featured on The
Playground Rocking Horse Trust,
a UK-based website dedicated to
“locating, documenting and preserving the vanishing breed of
playground rocking horses.”
The site’s founder notes such
playground attractions have slowly receded from the public landscape as health, safety and liability concerns increasingly trump

children’s rights to learn how to
manage risk.
As an indication of the horse’s
enduring popularity, an online
video of the horse’s reinstallation
posted by PARC employees last
week had been watched 2,000
times as of Tuesday afternoon.
Rocking horse purists may be
quick to lament the loss of the
horse’s trademark squeak, but
playground enthusiasts on Salt
Spring and around the world can
rest assured the freshly restored
piece of Salt Spring’s past will continue to rock for generations to
come.

THE
THE
FOUNDATION
ofFOUNDATION
my community
of starts
my community
with
starts
you
andwith
me..
you and me . . .
GWEN PATRICK,
GISS PRODUCTION OF
WILLY WONKA AND THE
CHOCOLATE FACTORY,
ARTSPRING
PHOTO: John Cameron
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COMMUNITY MAKES YOU.
YOU MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY.

RECREATION
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ARTS
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Partnering with the True Sport Foundation, since 2011.

We are an island of MAKES
artists and arts
lovers, and the Salt Spring
COMMUNITY
YOU.
ACF has granted over $48,000 to local organizations for projects
Island Foundation has supported many of our accomplished arts
YOU MAKE
YOUR
COMMUNITY.
that support
community
development through sport,

organizations over the years, including the Salt Spring Arts Council,
including its most recent grant for sports equipment for the
StageCoach Theatre, the Salt Spring Film Festival and our community
Harry Sayers Elementary School Powerhours After-School Program.
choirs. In addition, our many grants to ArtSpring have helped
performers, gallery artists and theatregoers alike.

GULF ISLANDS

abbotsfordcf.org
communityfoundations.ca
communityfoundations.ca
YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960

Read more about it on my Newsletter –
signup is free on my website.
....................................................................................................................................................
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) The Sun in
your sign suggests you are hot out of
the gates. A revolutionary fervor is
building. New modes of self-expression
are coming out of you as if of their
own accord. You are determined
to enter new territory. You may feel
torn between going your own way
versus the responsibilities and joys
of relationship. Whatever constitutes
greener pastures for you will win.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) The focus on
health continues. While your physical
health is implied, the shift now is to
your relationships. Creating more
harmony and balance is not a new
theme for you. But you especially are
aware that doing so is much easier
said than done. Be open to receive the
advice and encouragement of others
and their talents, resources and other
offerings too.

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Much is
brewing beneath the surface and
behind the scenes. It may be described
as a soul searching experience. Your
imagination feels unbridled. Thoughts,
feelings, reflections and visions are
swirling in your mind. Questions need
answers and answers need questions.
Yet you feel and see and can express
the beauty all the while. After all, you
are in the commune of your soul.

Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) The whirl and
swirl of thoughts and premonitions,
plans and imaginings are on your mind.
You are willing to do the work and have
been especially for the past several
weeks. But you also want to enjoy life
more. Spring is in the air and you can
feel it all over. The scent and sight of
beauty is an elixir you simply cannot
and do not want to dismiss. It is the
season to feel fully.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) There is
reason to say you are on a roll or are
at least ready to get rocking. It may
feel like it is now or never. Your higher
mind has been sending down intuitions
in a steady stream. You have had to
push through inner inertia, doubt and
hesitation and outer obstacles too. If
you have not already, do it now. The
coming weeks will prove pivotal. Make
your big move!

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) A
creative, spirited and adventurous
mood is on the rise. Yet this is one that
you must engage, it will not simply lift
you up all on its own. There is no rush
or race to win, a slow and steady pace
will fulfill the need. Like love there is
a natural flow for you to follow. It is
meant to lead you to new experiences
and like all journeys it begins with the
first step.

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Deep changes
are and have been stirring. They are
prompting new considerations and
innovations too. Ambitions to invest
one way or another is featured. You
want to do what you love and love
what you do. How can you make it
so? Dreams weave with visions and
intentions supported by prayers can
become like arrows hitting their mark.
Know what you want, ask and then
receive.

Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Deep
rumblings at the very core of your being
are commanding your attention. At best
they will rise as inspirations to make
changes and create beauty in your
world. A balance between what must
occur and what could be is required. It
is probably your style to get the heavy
work done first. Ironically, this is the
part you like best. Yet old commitments
must yield for your destiny to be
fulfilled.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) Amidst the
reality of completions and endurance
of endings, the sprouts of new life
are already beginning to show. Even
though wounds may have not yet fully
healed the color and scent of spring
is warming your heart. The time has
come to bring down the next wave of
inspirations that have been waiting for
their moment. Share with friends for
best results.

Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Many
new thoughts and perceptions are
activating your mind. You are excited
about new possibilities, yet may feel
a little uncertain as well. Though
your have the energy and resolve, it
may feel difficult to feel the traction
and get a firm grip. As well, there
may be a fog obscuring your view. It
may take another few weeks before
you can proceed with full clarity and
confidence. Trust the timing of this flow.

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Everyone is
feeling the shifts and changes and
a lingering sense of uncertainty. Yet
there is also the adventure of new
possibilities in the air. Your ambitions
are on a steady rise as thoughts and
ideas exchanged with significant
others play on your mind. Tucking
in some cultural perks all the while
feels right to keep things simple and to
remind you to be here now.

Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) You are
entering a time of important choices and
decisions. The next couple of months
may prove very pivotal. Change is certain
and it is up to you to direct it according to
your specific needs and circumstances.
This process will include a review of
what might amount to be quite divergent
directions. Focus to be emotionally open
to a spectrum of possibilities.
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PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES

Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm

Payment

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classiﬁeds are prepaid.

YOUR AD ON-LINE

WHAT IT COSTS

All ads booked in
the Driftwood Classiﬁeds
appear on-line at
www.bcclassiﬁed.com

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea
All ads are posted to BCClassiﬁed.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:
3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classiﬁeds online open 24 hours a day
www.gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com or
bcclassiﬁed.com

Please check your ad after the ﬁrst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM GIFTS

COMING EVENTS

Sikundar
Umedaly
October 30, 1927 March 14, 2015
Sikundar
passed
away
peacefully in Lady Minto
Hospital on the evening of
March 14th in the presence
of his wife Sylvia and close
friends.
Sikundar was born in Mombasa, Kenya, grew up in
Uganda, studied in England and returned to Uganda as
an electronics engineer and started his own business. In
1963 after a whirlwind courtship he married Sylvia and
their son Shamir was born two years later.
Sikundar was active in sports and won several national
badminton and tennis titles in Uganda. He later took
up golf and boating and spent many happy hours on
Lake Victoria in his speedboat.
In 1972 the family left Uganda and moved to
Canada. They settled on Saltspring in 1991 where he
made many friends. He enjoyed walking in Ruckle Park
and watching the birds and deer which frequented their
property. He was also an avid golfer and a member of
the Mason’s Admiral Lodge #170.
Sikundar is survived by his wife Sylvia, his son and
grandsons George and Philip, his sister Molly (Krishan)
UK, brothers-in-law Peter (UK) and David(Uganda),
sisters-in-law Ruth (New Zealand), Asha (Uganda),
Lella (Vancouver) and many nieces and nephews
including Umeeda and Nareena of Vancouver.
His life was joyful because of his many Saltspring
friends including Don, Harry, Haﬁz, Henry and Kiduk.
His constant companions during his last days were
Diana, Sid, Reayane, Michelle, Ramanand, Ann and
Keki.
His friends Grant, Debbie and Rusty of Electronic
Ark were patient and encouraging when helping
Sikundar with his computer so he could research Indian
Classical music. His passion for his computer and music
helped him through many challenging times with his
health. He passed away listening to The Valley Recalls
by Hariprasad Chuarasia.
Sikundar was a regular at Lady Minto Hospital in
his later years and got to know many of the staff well
including Leah and the reception staff, Treen and the
lab staff, Brenda and Suzy at the emergency check-in
and many nurses including Izzy, Ian, Colin, James and
Kathy. Cami, Della and Jon took care of him on his last
day and kept him peaceful. Sincere thanks to Dr. Ron
Reznick and Dr. John Morse who guided his care. You
are amazing people and he loved you all.
In lieu of ﬂowers, a donation in his memory to the
Lady Mint Hospital Foundation, 135 Crofton Road,
V8K 1T1 would be appreciated.

News Updates
ﬁlFollow
herethe Driftwood
please
on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
INFORMATION

TIMESHARE

DID YOU KNOW? BBB Accredited
Businesses
must
pass a comprehensive screening process. Look for the 2014
BBB Accredited Business Directory E-edition on your Black
Press Community Newspaper
website at
www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to
http://vi.bbb.org/directory/
and click on the 2014 BBB
Accredited Business Directory

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mortgage & maintenance payments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consultation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.

DO YOU have a disability?
Physical or mental. We can
help you get up to $40,000
back from the Canadian Government. For details check out
our website: disabilitygroup
canada.com or call us today
Toll-Free 1-888-875-4787.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMING EVENTS
SALT SPRING Arts Council
Annual General Meeting Sunday,Mar.29, 10am Mahon Hall

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEATHS

Thelma Irene
Scott Carey
(nee Blaver)
October 30, 1918 March 10, 2015

K
“Mah” to us all, passed away peacefully, at Greenwoods
Eldercare Society, at the accomplished age of 96, with her
children Joanne and John at her side.
Born in Toronto, Thelma and Doug Scott moved to
Vancouver in 1949, to raise their family. After Doug’s
passing in 1965, Mom worked for the VSB, and later
in the legal ﬁeld. Marrying Patrick Carey in 1979, Thel
and Pat soon took up residence on SSI. Mom chose to
remain on her beloved SSI after Pat’s death in 1985. Thel
had become part of the community, having joined the golf
club, the United Church, IODE, bridge clubs, seniors for
seniors, and of course, her choir, the Lost Chords. The
relationships she formed through these passions, rooted her
to this island, and in turn, her blessed friendships.
Mom’s love of family and friendship kept her going. She
had a sense of humour, and a quick wit that would stick
with her through her years. Always positive, and never a
complaint, that was our Mah. Predeceased by her much
adored brother Colin, ﬁrst husband Doug Scott, second
husband, Patrick Carey; and step children, Mike, Carolyn,
and Margie. Mom is survived by her daughter Jo Chambers
(Tom), John Scott (BJ), and daughter in-law, Val Carey.
Grandchildren, Meghan (Greg), Drew (Leesha), Danielle
(Jay), Mike (Crystal), Andrea (Dave), Colleen (David) and
Mark. 11 Great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and much
extended family.
Her granddaughter Meghan Johnson and husband Greg
Allen, had the ultimate gift of living on SSI, with Thelma
for the past 18 years...raising their children Zoey, Kiel and
Izabella, in the presence of their “perfect” Mah.
It has been a blessing, dear Thelma, you will be so
missed. Heartfelt thanks to the nurses and all the staff at
Greenwoods, and Dr. Paula Ryan, for their ongoing care
and compassion for our Grandmother.
Donations can be made in Thelma’s memory to
Greenwoods Eldercare Society.
A memorial service will be announced and held in late
May.

iWe love you Mahj

TRAVEL

INFORMATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

Daniel James
Evans Davies

Daniel James Evans Davies,
beloved son, brother, uncle, cousin
and friend passed away March 18th
in the Victoria General Hospital at
the age of 89.
Dan was born in Bonners Ferry,
Idaho where his father was working.
The family soon moved to Lethbridge and then on to
Medicine Hat, Alberta where the family was residing
when their mother died. The four children were then
raised by their maternal grandparents in Lethbridge.
Dan enlisted in the Navy in the later part of WW2;
after the war, Dan used his war service to enrol
in university to become a teacher. Dan taught in
Lethbridge and High River before settling in Calgary
to teach in several schools. For many years he was the
Language Immersion Consultant for the Calgary Public
School System.
Dan travelled extensively around the world, except
during the few years when his partner was sick, then
Dan stay exclusively on his retirement dream - Salt
Spring Island. These past years, Dan has frequently
cruised several times each year but he always returned to
a very active life on Salt Spring. He willing gave of his
time to several service organizations and sang in choirs
around the island.
Dan was predeceased by his parents, his siblings Wendle, Janet (Moline) and Tom as well as two nephews
and two dear friends Don Boyes and Cynthia Downe.
Dan was a very special man to his ten nieces and
nephews - each knew how much Dan loved them for
just being in his life. He was always interested in their
activities and proud of large or small accomplishments.
Dan’s funeral will be held at the Salt Spring Island
United Church, 111 Hereford Ave at 2 p.m., Saturday,
March 28.
In lieu of ﬂowers donations may be made to the Salt
Spring Island Seniors Society, 379 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, V8K 2V4 or the Salt Spring Island
United Church.

P

HIP OR knee replacement?
Problems walking or getting
dressed? The Disability Tax
Credit $1,500 Yearly Tax
Credit. $15,000 Lump Sum
Refund (on avg). For assistance Call: 1-844-453-5372.
TCG, MORTGAGE lenders
since 1960s, seeks Local Referral Partners to introduce investors to our capital preservation
focused
monthly
income trust, returning 6-8%.
Referral fee compensation.
olalani@tricitygroup.ca.

CANADA BENEFIT Group Do you or someone you know
suffer from a disability? Get up
to $40,000 from the Canadian
Government. Toll-free 1-888511-2250
or
www.canada
benefit.ca/free-assessment

D

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
HIGH CASH producing vending machines. $1.00 Vend =
.70 Profit. All on location in
your area. Selling due to illness. Call 1-866-668-6629 for
details.

TREATY
COORDINATOR
Required - Gitga’at First Nation, Hartley Bay, B.C. For full
job description visit www.first
nationsjobsonline.com
send
resumes to jobs@gitgaat.net

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR SCHOOL.
NO Simulators. In-the-seat
training. Real world tasks.
Weekly start dates. Job board!
Funding options.
SignUp online! iheschool.com
1-866-399-3853

MEDICAL/DENTAL
CDA/CHAIRSIDE
DENTAL
Assistant Position Available.
Send Resume to: Dr. Wm. E.
Lea Box 210 Ganges P.O.,
Salt Spring Isl., BC V8K 2V9
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION
is an in-demand career in
Canada!
Employers
have
work-at-home
positions
available. Get the online training you need from an employer-trusted
program.
Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855768-3362 to start training for
your work-at-home career today!

TRADES, TECHNICAL
CLIMBER/BUCKET Operator needed for residential tree service. Min.
2 years exp., must have valid BC
DL, Certified Arborist an asset. $30$35 based on exp. 604-819-9447/
the.treeguy@hotmail.com

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

CLASSIFIEDS

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFT WOOD CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONAL SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
FINANCIAL
SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

GET
BACK Sort
ON TRACK!
Bad
Dryland
Manager
credit?
Unemployed?
Req. toBills?
manage
a union
Need
We safety
Lend! Ifand
you
crew,Money?
maintain
own
your own oversee
home - you
production,
all
qualify.
booming,Pioneer
sorting,Acceptance
scaling,
maintenance
and
overall
Corp.
Member BBB.
operation
management and
1-877-987-1420
reporting
at our Sayward
www.pioneerwest.com

classiﬁed@driftwoodgimedia.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

DRAFTING & DESIGN

RECYCLING

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or
upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computeraided drafting, we’ll quickly
produce the working drawings you’ll take to your
contractor.
PLEASE CALL
HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD
GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

Dryland Sort operation.
Email- PKennell@

250-653-4165

IF YOUcipalumber.com
own a home or real
estate, Alpine Credits can lend
you money: It’s That Simple.
Your Credit / Age / Income is
not an issue. 1.800.587.2161.

RENTALS

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

STORAGE

1,127 SF at Merchant Mews
near Ganges. Elegant office
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)
380-1669 Richard (Victoria)
COMMERCIAL
RESTAURANT SPACE for rent. Fully
equipped, stove, fridges, kitchen supplies, turn key operation. Located next to park in
Ganges. Size of restaurant
negotiable Call 250 537-6860
SMALL
COMMERCIAL
SPACES avail. in building next
to park. Size of spaces from
100 sq.ft. plus. Each space will
include stall for Saturday Market. Call 250 537-6860

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a
homeowner, today! We can
easily approve you by
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage money is available
right now. Rates start at
Prime. Equity counts. We
don’t rely on credit, age or
income.
Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or
604-430-1498. Apply online
www.capitaldirect.ca

HAULING AND SALVAGE

PETS

GARBAGE
GURU

PETS

Making Sense
Out of TRASH...

HAMSTERS for sale, with
cages - $25 each. For more info. Call Abby @ 250 537-4338.

✱Full clean-up service.

Call David

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

250-818-1992
250-538-5538.

COMPUTER SERVICES

AUCTIONS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking support. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

COMING EVENTS
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DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

FULL
SERVICE
Plumbing
from Parker Dean. Fast, reliable, 24/7 service. Take $50
off your next job if you present
this ad. Vancouver area. 1800-573-2928.

COMING EVENTS

Notice of Annual
General Meeting

MISC SERVICES

Invite the whole
neighbourhood to your
garage sale with a
classified ad.
CALL 530.537.9933

Salt Spring Island Golf & Country Club

Wednesday, April 29thÊUÊx\ÎäÊ«°°

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SOCIETY FOR THE
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (BC SPCA)

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH OF THE BC SPCA

In accordance with Bylaw 5.15(d), 9.5(b), 9.5(d) and 14 of the
Bylaws of The British Columbia Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, Notice is hereby given that the annual
general meeting of the:
SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH
7ILL TAKE PLACE ON -ARCH TH  s  AM  PM
At: Salt Spring Public Library Media Room
129 McPhillips Avenue Salt Spring Island
For the purpose of: Electing members of the Community Council for
the branch, as well as conducting any other business of the Branch
For further information on the meeting or to obtain a copy of
the draft agenda, please contact
3EAN (OGAN AT SHOGAN SPCABCCA OR   
A copy of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society is available
AT HTTPWWWSPCABCCAABOUTGOVERNANCE ACCOUNTABILITY
GOVERNANCE DOCS

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 26, 2015
Program Room
Salt Spring Island Library
129 McPhillips Avenue, Ganges, BC
A resolution to amend the bylaws of the
Association will be presented for approval by
the members of the Association present at the
Annual General Meeting. The full text of the
proposed resolution will be posted in the Library,
and on the Library’s website http://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/ between the publication of this
advertisement and the Annual General Meeting.
All active Library cardholders are welcome to attend
and are eligible to vote at the meeting.
Refreshments will be served.

FREE ITEMS
3 DRAWER DESK, needs refinishing/painting,
art
deco
style. Call 250-538-1936
King Size Headboard and
Double Stainless steel sink,
deep, at right angles @ tap.
250 538-1936

Established 1928

Upstairs at the Clubhouse,
805A Lower Ganges Road

AUCTION March 28th Custom log
furniture making equipment, 1379
Green Ave, Trail, BC
www.westernstarauctions.com
for
pictures and updates 250-212-3418

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

We are a complete cloth diaper
pickup/delivery service. Once a week
our friendly driver will arrive in our
pink van and exchange your dirty
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.
Convenient and affordable, from just
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering
as easy as using disposables. No
rinsing or scraping required. You can
enjoy more time with baby while we take care of your
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to
bring our awesome service to Salt Spring!

Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com
or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377
for more info or to get started!
INFORMATION

INFORMATION

DISCOUNTED ANNUAL POOL PASSES ARE HERE!

GARAGE SALES
103 BONNET AVE. - Lions
Garage Sale & Drop Offs: Fridays & Saturdays only. 10am 12 noon.
Many household
items. We do not accept large
appliances, draperies or clothing. Drop-off accepted Friday
& Saturday mornings only.
Please NO garbage!!
FABULOUS FLEAMARKET
Sat. Mar. 28, 10 am - 2 pm
at Fulford Hall. Delicious
homemade food available.
Info 250-537-5482.

indoor pool

Annual Adult (19+) passes
ARE NOW 30% oﬀ!
Annual Youth (4-18 yrs)
ARE NOW 35% oﬀ!
Adult = $389
Youth = $279
WOW! But that’s not all…
a monthly payment option
is now available!
Adult (19+) = $32.40/mo.
Youth (4-18 yrs) = $23.25/mo.
Any questions?
Call us at 250.537.1402

STOP BY AND SWIM!

HOMES FOR RENT
2 BDRM MOBILE HOME. Private yard, deck, w/view to
lake. W/D Avail. Apr. 1st
$750/mos. Call 250 537-6860
3 BDRM, 1.5 Baths, Renovated Duplex, near Fernwood
School, Large Private Yard,
W/D, DW, N/S, Long-Term,
$1,275.00 (250) 537-4413.
3 BDRM MOBILE HOME fully
renovated, incl. W/D, propane
for heat. Backs on to treed ravine. Avail. Apr. 1st. $850/mo.
Call 250 537-6860

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

TRANSPORTATION
CARS
1995 FORD ESCORT wagon,
$1,200 OBO. Air, power windows/locks, MP3 player, 4 cylinder automatic 250 537-9534

SPORTS & IMPORTS
1987 TOYOTA Tercel DX 2dr,
4 cyl, Auto. 200kms Good
Cond. $950.
250 537-4018
2000 SUBARU OUTBACK,
lthr. inter., all wheel dr., Auto.,
Black $3,500 250 538-8425
2003 TOYOTA, 125,000km,
serviced regularly, good condition, $4,000. 250 537-1455

2010 YARD MACHINES. Two
stage SNOW THROWER, 30”
auger, electric start, yard light,
manual & keys. NEVER USED
Best offer over $500. Please
call: 250-537-9301

TRUCKS & VANS
1991
DODGE
CARAVAN,
180,000 km, power windows,
locks, mirrors & driver seat.
Some rust, runs well. $600
OBO - 250 537-5356

MARINE
BOATS

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

GREAT MONEY MAKER, 90
molds for making concrete
garden ornaments, (bird baths,
plants, animals, etc.). Some
aluminum & some plaster. Call
Evan: 250 653-4591
SAWMILLS
FROM
only
$4,397 - Make money & save
money with your own bandmill
- Cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship. Free info
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw
mills.com/400OT
1-800-5666899 Ext:400OT.
STEEL BUILDINGS. “Spring
sales with hot savings!” All
steel building models and sizes are now on sale. Get your
building deal while it’s hot. Pioneer Steel 1-800-668-5422
www.pioneersteel.ca

2 PLACE ULTRA-LITE Float
plane $12,000. Call 250 5379605 for details.

PRIVATE 1 BR. suite with private entrance on private road.
Very close to town. All inclusive: cable, internet, etc.
Shared laundry, $800/mo for
single person, $900 for two.
Avail. Immed. 250-537-7872

Why not stop by
STORAGE
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.

RENTALS
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

at Rainbow Road

UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. office, Chair
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary
Lou: 250-537-5528

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights,
baydoor, upstrs office, bthrm.
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

TOO LATE TO
CLASSIFY

DEADLINE FOR
TOO LATE TO
CLASSIFY IS
2:0OPM TUESDAY
______________

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?
Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by
the Driftwood and
buy a Roll End
Prices $5 and up.
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sports&recreation
recreation

D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

SOCCER

United within reach of cup

D.W. Salty
D.W. Salty
is looking
for material
is
looking
for
material
thanks
to
strikes
from Sue-Anne Connolly
Salt Spring FC rebounds from
and Rhea Davidson.
for his column,
for his column,

cup loss of previous week

Streets of
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
Salt Spring
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
There’s a buzz of Island.
excitement among play-

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

OFF THE TRACK: Salt Spring Committed roller derby team member ‘Scary Antoinette,’
centre, bumps a Pow! Town player out of the way in a game at GISS on Saturday night. The
host team pummelled their Powell River opponents 306-104. Antoinette then switched
into a Vancouver Island All-Stars uniform and became Préfontaine to take on the Grave
Danger squad of the Rat City Rollergirls from Seattle. Grave Danger won by a 171-151
score in a tough-fought game. See the Gulf Islands Driftwood’s Facebook page for more
photos of the event by Jen MacLellan.

Davidson and Jeannie Grey added a goal
each and Connolly scored twice more to
destroy any hope of a second-half comeback
by the visitors.

Streets of
Salt Spring
Island.

ers on Salt Spring United’s Over-30 women’s Salt Spring FC gets shutout
soccer team this week after a 6-0 weekend
One week after the team’s unfortunate
semi-final win against Vic Scottish.
The victory puts the team into Sunday’s exit from the semi-final round of the Pearkes
a
Frank Leversedge If
Cup
nal in Victoria for Challenge Cup, Salt Spring FC delivered
If you have
youfihave
bruising to visitors Hellas FC at
the GISS high
the first time in recent
history. on any
information
on any
information
Salt Spring will take
onstreets,
cross-water rivals school field Saturday afternoon. of our streets,
of our
Jyah Flam and Harrison Jasonplease
scoredcontact
for
Cowichan on the please
turf atcontact
Victoria’s Lochus at:
side field. United has
one win and one loss Salt Spring FC. Mark Camps claimed the shutus at:
250-537-9933 or
against Cowichan 250-537-9933
after two meetings
this out.
or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
Salt Spring’s record to 4-5-7,
season.
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.comThe win boosts
United players say hoisting the cup on securing fifth spot in Division 3A of the VanSunday afternoon will require the kind of couver Island Soccer Association.
momentum and determination the team
has displayed throughout much of the past Old Boys draw Cowichan
season.
The Old Boys played to a 2-2 tie against
Should Sunday’s match resemble the
team’s March 22 semi-final bout against Vic Zgoda FC Sunday afternoon in the team’s final
Scottish, islanders can finally look forward home game of the South Vancouver Island
Classics Soccer Association’s 2015 season.
to welcoming a cup to Salt Spring.
The team plays its last game of the regular
Salt Spring United dominated play from
Sunday’s starting whistle at Portlock Park, season on Sunday, March 29 against Vantentering the half with a two-goal lead rieghts in Victoria. Kick-off is at noon.

D.W. Salty is looking for material for

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island
& the Southern Gulf Islands
Buying or selling your home is not easy,
everyone has different needs and
concerns. I am always client focused.
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PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE

Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home on
a park-like .55 acre property in the
North Central. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom
plus craft room and den. West facing,
treed property with lots of smaller
Arbutus trees. 5 appliances plus
propane fireplace.
$349,000

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS

Located on a half-acre parcel this 3 bedroom, two bathroom, home
is in pristine condition. With over 1300 sq. ft. this spacious home
with a vaulted ceiling in living room and skylights in both bathrooms
is full of natural light. This well priced property offers even more
value with the large south facing deck and single car garage. This
immaculate home is a must see if it is in your price range! $319,000

Walk to town from this convenient
location at the end of McPhillips Ave.
Very private .25 acre lot backs on to
Mouat Park and its abundance of
walking trails. Zoning allows for a
medical or dental office with up to
two practitioners. Den with separate
entrance would be ideal for a
professional office.
$299,000
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4075 SQ FT 1/2 DUPLEX

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD

Located close to town and all amenities. This large quality built 6
bdrm, 5 bath home offers many possibilities with its contemporary
style & unique layout. You will see design details that include 3
ensuites, slate & hardwood floors, efficient heating & air conditioning,
2 laundry rooms & more. All this on a level property with plenty of
parking for extended family or a B&B.
$450,000 MLS#345813

This wonderfully warm 3000 sq. ft. 4 bdrm, 2 bath home on 2.61 beautifully
landscaped private acres offers views of Weston Lake. The lake is
only steps away where you can fish, swim & kayak. Enjoy a leisurely
30 minute stroll to the sea. In this well kept home you will find a large
country style kitchen, sunken living rm with fireplace & a private master
suite with balcony. Home heated by radiant heat in kitchen & both baths,
heat pump (provides AC also) & fireplace. Both the home & property are
$595,000
rich in character & this is truly a slice of paradise.

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

Paul Zolob
REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

TRAIL & NATURE
CLUB
his column,

D.W. Sa

www.paulzolob.com
Busy schedule for
island club
Streets of Salt Spring Island

Presentation

If you have information on any of our
streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Walkers

Thursday, April 16: Rocks,
Times and More, presented
by Kees Visser and starting at 7:30 p.m. in the Salt
Spring library. Kees will
endeavour to introduce
the audience to rocks, time
scales and more. He will try
to show what geology is and
how geologists think.Open
to the public.

Serving Salt Spring Island
& the Ruckle
Southern
Islands
picnicGulf
parking
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My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

Paul Zolob
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