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CANADA POST

Postal cuts
strike
south end

ornithology

Epidemic
grounds
island
finches
Residents can play vital
prevention role

Shorter hours and end to
Saturday service

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Members of the South Salt Spring Island Property
Owners Association worry a proposal to cut hours at
the Fulford Harbour Post Office by as much as 25 per
cent will have serious implications for residents.
“I think this is the thin edge of the wedge,” said Ken
Lee, president of SSIPORA, during a Jan. 22 town hall
event with Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May.
“The cuts to Canada Post are attacking rural post
offices.”
Lee called the plan to shorten weekday service at
the Fulford facility by two hours each day and close on
Saturdays unfair and unacceptable.
“This means people in the south end will be in difficulty,” he said. “That post office has served that community well and now they’re in trouble.”
Lee learned about the proposed cuts in a letter distributed by the Canadian Postmasters and Assistants
Association earlier this month.
“If these reductions are implemented, there will be a
substantial negative impact on the service available to
you, as well as the earnings of the affected employees,”
the letter reads.
Barb Lincoln, vice president of the CPAA, said consultation between the union and Canada Post is set
for Feb. 5. She believes the consultation process leaves
much to be desired.
“[The consultation] basically means they tell us
what they are doing,” Lincoln said. “It is a rare — I
mean super rare — occasion that we have been
able to convince them not to make the cuts. Their

Dancers’ 21st annual Robbie Burns celebration on Saturday evening at Fulford Hall.
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Carol Adam started to suspect
something was amiss when she
noticed some neighbourhood
finches spending far too much time
at the feeder.
When she moved in for a closer
look, Adam was surprised to discover the birds not only stuck around
but were unable to open their eyes.
“I noticed each one of them had
these weird eyes,” she said. “I literally just went to the feeder and
picked one up.”
Within a few days, Adam had
transported at least 14 birds from a
Beddis Road property to the Island
Wildlife Natural Care Centre, where
she learned the animals were succumbing to conjunctivitis, or house
finch disease.
According to Marielle Bonnet,
a senior rehabilitator at the Langs
Road facility, the illness is caused
by a highly contagious bacteria
commonly spread between birds at
backyard feeders.
“The high concentration of birds
at a feeding station — especially
during winter months — is what
we believe causes these outbreaks each year,” Bonnet said.
“To make things worse, infected
birds can no longer forage or
even fly in many cases, so they
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FEDERAL POLITICS

May stresses value of people power
Supporters fill GISS town
hall event
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The rest of the country stands to learn
quite a bit from the residents of Saanich
and the Gulf Islands, according to the riding’s Green party MP Elizabeth May.
“I think Saanich-Gulf Islands, as a kind
of a hotbed of activism and citizens who
are concerned, we really, as a group, need
to wake up the rest of Canada,” May said
during a town hall event at Gulf Islands Secondary School Wednesday evening.
“There’s so much active commitment
and knowledge in this room that if everybody in this room figures out how they can
reach out and educate more people who
don’t know . . . that’s the link as I see it.
“Unless we wake up and save our own
lives, nobody else is going to do it for us,”
she said.
Nowhere is local support more urgent,
she added, than to educate people in Eastern Canada about the potential consequences of Enbridge’s proposed Northern
Gateway pipeline and Kinder Morgan’s
application to twin the southern Trans
Mountain pipeline.
Though she didn’t rule out a willingness
to consider civil disobedience to fight the
plan, May suggested lobbying early on,
Canada Post has proposed a reduction in
though less exciting, could save much grief
service at the Fulford Harbour Post Office.
down the line.
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climate change negotiations in Warsaw
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We know that rural Canadians rely on
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Drastic Service Reductions at
Fulford Harbour Post Office
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MP Elizabeth May, centre at back, in a photo op with Salt Spring’s Guiding group last
Wednesday, before her town hall meeting at GISS. The Guides presented her with a
giant thank-you card and a painting of May done by artist Hannah Stone, which they
knew the Green party leader and local MP had admired in a past exhibit.
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mate change, the prospect of expanded
salmon farms, fallout from reactors at
Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear facility,
and electoral reform.
As Harper and the Conservatives celebrated eight years in power last Wednesday, May made it clear she wasn’t about
to line up for the party. Instead, she
accused Prime Minister Harper of continuing to morph Canada’s traditional
role as an honest broker or potential
mediator on the world stage. The transformation, she said, has been nowhere
better illustrated than during Harper’s
recent trip to Israel.
“It is outrageous that Canadians have
funded a group of 200 people on a tour
of Israel, where it appears all you have

to be is a very well-heeled Conservative supporter or part of the lobbying
network for the state of Israel with Canada, or part of an evangelical Christian
group,” she said.
Amidst scathing attacks on the prime
minister’s record, May reminded participants that the town hall events are
intended as nonpartisan affairs, where
people of all political affiliations and
inclinations are encouraged to attend.
Despite the open invitation, it appeared
the Conservatives had few friends
among the gathering of Green faithful.
Wednesday’s town hall session was
among nine stops on May’s latest tour
through the Saanich-Gulf Islands riding.
Parliament resumed sitting on Monday.

Chimney fire prompts timely reminder

Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue
responded to a chimney fire
that damaged structural supports and threatened a home
on Jan. 15.

“The chimney fire was a
close call,” said SSIFR Lt. Mitchell Sherrin.
After an initial quick extinguishment of creosote in the
chimney, firefighters found
lingering smoke that would
not disperse in the crawlspace
below the woodstove, he said.
“On further investigation,
Capt. Dale Lundy and firefighter Cody Hunsberger found
that burning embers had fallen

into a hidden compartment in
the crawlspace. Those embers
had charred the supports and
would’ve caused a full-blown
house fire, if it had been left to
smoulder.”
Fire damage was caused
due to an installation problem
with the chimney clean-out, he
noted.
“This is the kind of problem
a professional chimney sweep
should have recognized before
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it caused damage to the home.”
Homeowners are reminded to
have their chimneys inspected
at least annually by a WETTcertified chimney sweep.
Firefighters responded
to a total of 11 emergency
calls between Jan. 15 and 26.
Besides the chimney fire and
three commercial alarm-bell
responses, they assisted B.C.
Ambulance Service paramedics at seven medical incidents.
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TRANS MOUNTAIN PIPELINE

Opponents chart effects of Kinder Morgan proposal
Islands Trust ponders
official intervention
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Opponents of the plan to
expand a Kinder Morgan pipeline between Alberta and Burnaby gathered on Salt Spring
Monday evening to spread word
of the project’s Feb. 12 deadline
for public comments.
“It’s like shooting a cannon at
a can,” said Misty MacDuffee,
a biologist with the Raincoast
Conservation Foundation. “The
more holes we can put in the
thing, the more likely it’s going
to sink.”
Nearly 40 people attended
the two-hour event at the Lions
Hall, where invited speakers and
participants shared the stage to
oppose the project and encourage further resistance.
The project’s detractors argue
a resulting increase in tanker
traffic through the Salish Sea
will threaten the region’s tourism sector and natural environment. Even without a major
spill, MacDuffee said, disturbances on killer whales, salmon,
herring, forage fish and sensitive eelgrass beds will be significant.
Kinder Morgan’s own application for the project asserts “the
potential effect of the increase

in project-related marine vessel
traffic is considered to be high
magnitude, high probability
and significant.”
The project stands to triple
the amount of diluted bitumen
shipped between Alberta’s oilsands and the Westridge shipping terminal in Burnaby. The
project’s proponents argue the
$5.4-billion expansion of the
existing pipeline is desperately
needed to supply foreign markets.
People on both sides of the
debate have until Feb. 12 to register for an opportunity to comment on the plan.
Widespread criticism of the
re g i s t r a t i o n p r o c e s s h a s n’t
deterred people like MacDuffee
and fellow speaker Ross Dixon
from encouraging those living along the pipeline route to
become engaged in the public
review.
“There’s the simple fact that
this is the only part of the public process,” Dixon said. “This
is just one way you can voice
your opposition, but it is the
only official public process that
there is.”
Speaking from his experience
d u r i n g t h e re c e n t En b r i d g e
Northern Gateway review process, Salt Spring’s Jack Rosen
e n c o u ra g e d p a r t i c i p a n t s t o
make an effort to get engaged.
“I think the more people who

image courtesy of Kinder Morgan

The proposed Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project would increase
its transport capacity from 300,000 to 890,000 barrels of diluted bitumen
per day.
take on this process and educate others, the more power the
process will have,” Rosen said.
“I definitely encourage people
to take part in this, because it
is a movement and this is a very
small part of a much bigger
effort. People are beginning to
see that this isn’t a sustainable
option.”
Another audience member
equated the federal govern-

ment’s apparent support for the
fossil fuel industry to the rise
of fascism in early 20th century
Germany.
“Hitler got into power
because too many people
looked the other way, but we
did defeat Hitler and we can
defeat this,” she said.
On a local government level,
the Islands Trust is still on the
fence when it comes to register-

ing as an official intervener.
During a Trust Council meeti n g i n D e c e m b e r, t r u s t e e s
voted to “examine the financial
and staff resources necessary
to participate in the National Energy Board hearing process into the Trans Mountain
Pipeline Expansion Project and
provide advice in a resolution
without meeting for Council to
consider early in 2014.”
Speaking on Tuesday morning, Trust Council chair Sheila
Malcolmson said the Trust will
make a decision one way or the
other before the Feb. 12 application deadline.
Anyone who needs more
information about the public
review process can visit the
National Energy Board’s webs i t e a t w w w. n e b - o n e. g c . c a .
West Coast Environmental Law,
Fo re s t Et h i c s A d v o c a c y a n d
Sierra Club BC are sponsoring a two-part webinar to help
people navigate the application
process.
Mo re i n f o r m a t i o n c a n b e
found at wcel.org/resources/
wcel-webinar-series. The first
session starts on Wednesday,
Jan. 29.
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News briefs
Ocean expert
speaks at
Forum event
The ocean is our planet’s life-blood. And at the
detriment of its own wellbeing, it has been absorbi n g m u c h o f t h e e x t ra
heat and carbon dioxide
associated with climate
change.
To h e l p u s f u r t h e r
understand and appre-

ciate the ocean, the Salt
Spr ing For um hosts
world-renowned oceanographer Kate Moran on
Saturday, Feb. 1 at 7:30
p.m. at ArtSpring.
As president and CEO of
Ocean Networks Canada
at the University of Victoria, Moran understands
first-hand the importance
of oceans. At Saturday’s
Forum event, this leading
marine scientist will help
us discover the ocean to
understand our changing

planet.
“Ocean Networks Canada operates the worldleading NEPTUNE and
VENUS ocean obser vatories that collect a huge
variety of data over long
p e r i o d s. T h e y s u p p o r t
research by literally thousands of scientists,” states
a Forum press release.
Pr i o r t o t h i s i m p o rt a n t w o r k , Mo ra n w a s
an advisor to U.S. President Barack Obama on
science and technology

ReminD youR
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JuSt how SPeCial
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policy. From 2009 to 2011,
she worked at the White
House focusing on climate policy, the Arctic and
the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.

2014 pathway
project
announced

Pa r t n e r s Co n n e c t i n g
Pathways and Island Pathways have announced
their latest project will be

located on Upper Ganges
Road from Churchill Road
to Long Harbour Road,
with a potential construction date of summer 2014.
PCP chair Jean Gelwicks
reports that surveys and
design sketches have been
completed for the route,
and meetings with stakeholders and neighbours
are to be organized soon.
“This new pathway will
connect with the existing
Ganges Pathway Network,
allowing users to travel

into town off-road and
safely, while at the same
time encouraging people
to make healthy choices,”
Gelwicks said.
Island Pathways
received $30,000 from the
Salt Spring Island Transp o r t a t i o n Co m m i s s i o n
for its 2014 projects. Gelwicks said she is currently
writing grant applications
and additional fundraising must be done to fulfill
the construction budget
of $56,000.

Place a classified ad for just $14 and you can let them
and everyone else know on Feb. 12th!
So, if you’ve got an awesome husband/wife/partner,
great mom/dad, super kids, wonderful friends, fantastic employees,
faithful pets, etc. why not let everyone know?

Call Johanna at the Driftwood today to book your space,
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Midwives aim to increase practice
Report calls for more
provincial support

maternity care providers and
the First Nations Health Authority.
“Increased access to qualBY ELIZABETH NOLAN
ity maternity care will lead to
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
healthier babies, healthier
The Midwives Association of moms and healthier families,”
British Columbia is calling on said Salt Spring resident Kelly
Services
Ltd.
government to improve access Hayes, who is a registered midBCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY
SALT SPRING ISLAND
to maternity care across the wife and vice president of the
province by investing in edu- MABC. “We believe British
cation and helping midwives Columbians will support our
from other jurisdictions get vision because of the real health
250.537.2023
#1-156 Alders Ave.
local accreditation.
benefits and net cost savings,
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MABC held a press confer- estimated at $60 million by 2020
From left, Ganga Jolicoeur, executive director of the Midwives
ence
in
Vancouver
on
Thursand
$20
million
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after
PAUL REYNOLDS
Association of British Columbia, Dr. Michael Klein, professor
day to present its recommen- that. These savings could be
owner/operator
emeritus of family practice and pediatrics at UBC, and MABC
dations in a report called Our used for other priorities in the
250-537-4208
New Vision for Midwifery and health care system.”
vice president Kelly Hayes speak about the need to increase
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca
Maternity Care. The recomDuring a phone interview
midwifery at a press conference held Thursday.
mendations would require an after the press conference,
JOSH LACY
investment
of
approximately
Hayes
said
there
are
a
numCaesarean
and obstetrical inter- midwives share only a small
certified technician
$3 million annually or $225 per ber of ways these savings will vention rates.
portion of pregnancies, if any.
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if we want clean water we’ve got to man-

to offer their two cents on the local governResidents have until noon on Tuesday,
ment agency’s proposed 2014/15 budget.
Feb. 11 to submit comments to the Islands
No Trust-wide tax increase is proposed in Trust’s Financial Planning Committee. The
the coming year, but a special tax requisition
FPC will consider these submissions in
Gulf Islands
means Salt Spring property owners face a its final budget recommendation to Trust
$3.38 tax increase for every $100,000 of their Council, which will make a budget decision
residential property’s
value.
its
meeting on Hornby
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n e w s p a pduring
e r
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C equarterly
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The requisition will provide $110,000 to Island in early March.
fund a coordinator position and adminis“If there’s any feedback, either negative or
trative expenses for the Salt Spring Island positive, we want to hear that,” said Justine
Watershed Protection Authority, a multi- Starke, a Salt Spring-based Trust planner
agency group that seeks to address threats who also sits on the SSIWPA. “We have a
to water quality on the island. The group responsibility to the Salt Spring community
was formed in 2012 as a result of recurring on this.”
toxic algal blooms in St. Mary Lake, but is
Despite the lack of any Trust-wide tax
mandated to cover watersheds across the increase, Islands Trust expenses are set to
island.
rise by $165,000 under the proposed budThe special requisition will apply to all get. The additional funds will pay for the
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Trust’s ongoing efforts to comply with the
province’s Riparian Areas Regulation, a
“modest increase in planning hours” for the
outer Gulf Islands, and continuation of the
Trust’s eelgrass mapping project.
The proposed 2014-15 Trust budget is
$7.1 million.
“We have worked hard to hold the line on
taxes,” said Sheila Malcolmson, chair of the
Islands Trust Council. “At the same time we
are trying to respond to our constituents’
requests to address issues that are important to islanders. We want to know what
people think of this year’s budget proposal
and whether we have found the right balance.”
Budget details are available at www.
islandstrust.bc.ca or from the Trust’s Salt
Spring office at 1-500 Lower Ganges Rd. For
more information, call 250-537-9144.
Budget comments can be mailed to
Islands Trust Council, Attention: Treasurer, #200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8R
1H8, faxed to 250-405-5155 or emailed to
budget2014@islandstrust.bc.ca.

Residents urged to protect postal service
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The only hope to reverse the cuts to Canada Post] is clearly image, she added.
Leslie Peterson, M.A., Aud (C), R.AuD,
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Registered Audiologist
plan is if residents stand up and that there’s an effort to eliminate
“The national picture is pretdefend their postal service, she postal service in Canada.”
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poration’s profitable financial
statement in 2012.
“This is a public service that
everyone expects in an industrialized developed country,”
she added. “It shouldn’t be
beyond the reach of Canadians.”
For more information about
the Fulford cuts, contact Ken
Lee at kennethivorlee@gmail.
com or 250-537-4551.
A spokesperson from Canada Post could not be reached in
time for this week’s paper.
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FERRIES

FACC asks for ferry service cut delay
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The chairs of the coastal Ferry Advisory Committees are asking the province to
delay its service cut implementation date
by six months so that communities will
have time to identify the sailings that will be
least harmful to lose.
FAC chairs discussed the need to find
alternatives at a meeting with BC Ferries
executives on Tuesday, Jan. 21. The group
says the government-mandated plan to
find $14 million in savings from cuts to the
minor routes starting April 1 is based solely
on utilization rates and does not consider
the social and economic costs.
“The purpose of the meeting was to see
if we can mitigate some of the damage that
has been done during the first round of
engagement,” said Southern Gulf Islands
FAC chair Brian Hollingshead, explaining
that the amount of money saved per route
is considered fixed, but that BC Ferries has
been given flexibility on how to achieve
those savings.
“It’s a lot better than it originally sounded. That’s what we’re taking some comfort
from,” Hollingshead said.
Since the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure announced the proposed
cuts in November, individuals and groups
in all communities have come forward with
reasons why those particular cuts will negatively impact economies and quality of life.
Hollingshead said for many communities,
late night sailings may have low utilization
rates but are important to the people who
use them for work or recreation. Cutting
mid-day sailings at the end or beginning
of shifts could in many cases be absorbed
more easily.

“Why would you knowingly
cut off the traffic you’ve
got, when you’re trying to
increase traffic?”
brian hollingshead
SGI FACC CHAIR
Getting the necessary information to
create the best solutions for service cuts
has recently become more difficult for the
ferry advisory committees, however. Hollingshead said requests for ridership and
other factors such as overtime paid have
been ignored for the past couple of months.
Word from the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure is that it won’t likely be
coming.
Kevin Richter, an assistant deputy minister with MOI, told the FAC chairs by email
last week that neither BC Ferries nor the
government would be releasing such information, as it would “typically not be provided under the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act.”
On the table for Gulf Islands residents
are cuts to the Vesuvius-Crofton route,

Treated birds recover
FINCHES
continued from 1
stay at the feeders.
This escalates the
rate of infection to
healthy birds.”
The wildlife care
centre reports a 400
per cent increase
in the number of
birds admitted with
conjunctivitis this
year. In the past two
weeks, the centre has
received 25 purple
finches with the illness.
Infected animals
commonly exhibit
swollen eyes, extended periods of inactivity and fluffed body
feathers. Because
conjunctivitis can
be cured if animals
are quarantined
and treated with antibiotics twice a day for
a few weeks, Bonnet
said people should
watch their feeders
for any sign of infected birds.
“Firstly, catch the
sick bird and bring

which are currently proposed for the end
of the evening, as well as Saturday mornings during the off-season. If the changes
go ahead as proposed, people working,
playing sports or attending a performance
off-island will have to make a 6:55 p.m. sailing if they want to get home on a weekday.
However, BC Ferries’ director of fleet operations strategy Peter Simpson told a Dec.
7, 2013 meeting on Salt Spring that a final
sailing time of about 8:30 p.m. was believed
to be feasible instead.
Changes to Route 9 serving the Southern
Gulf Islands have been less publicized, Hollingshead said, because they were cast as an
efficiency rather than a service reduction.
The proposal to combine some trips
to Galiano and Mayne Islands on Friday
nights, Saturday mornings and Sunday
nights between mid-October and mid-May
was expected to bring in $180,000 in savings without reducing service.
However, Hollingshead said that historic
traffic levels show this plan wouldn’t work
on Sunday evenings, when the combined
passenger numbers exceed available space
on the Queen of Nanaimo. Poor alternatives, such as having only a 7 a.m. Sunday
morning sailing, do not promote weekend
travel.
“What we’re saying is, ‘Take another look
at this please.’ Why would you knowingly
cut off the traffic you’ve got, when you’re
trying to increase traffic?” Hollingshead
asked.
A better solution, he said, would be to
make the adjustment mid-week, or at least
to shorten the period to mid-November to
mid-March.
Hollingshead said that while BC Ferries
understands the need for time, it won’t be
advocating on communities’ behalf for a
delay to cuts. Pressure from local governments and coalitions will most likely be
necessary to convince government to agree.
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covered, Bonnet said,
people should soak
their feeders in a 10
per cent bleach solution for 10 minutes
on a regular basis.
Fecal droppings and
old seeds and hulls
should also be raked
and removed from
the area beneath
feeders.
The infection is
harmless to humans,
but anyone who
wants advice about
collecting infected
animals is asked to
call the IWNCC at
250-537-0777.
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him to Island Wildlife for treatment,”
she said. “An infected
bird will not survive
without intervention.
It is also very important to remove the
bird from the flock
because the infected
bird will continue
spreading the disease
to the rest of the visitors to the feeder.”
Anyone
who
thinks they have sick
birds on their property should remove
all feeders for at least
two weeks. Even if
sick birds are not dis-
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BACK ON THE
ISLAND

#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

The FAC chairs believe more time is
needed to get true public input into the
best alternative for each route and then
negotiate them with BC Ferries. In addition,
they feel pushing back the service cuts to
after the ferry’s high traffic season would
decrease the immediate impact of the loss.
“Our recommendation is that the date
be moved to October to sort out what we’re
going to be handed by government,” Hollingshead said.
“There will be at least one more meeting
between BC Ferries and the [individual]
FACs before April, but we’re going to need a
lot more than that.”
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Editorial

Pipeline
intervention

W

ith just two weeks
left to register
as a commenter
or intervenor on
Kinder Morgan’s plan to twin
the Trans Mountain pipeline,
it’s no surprise opponents have
redoubled efforts to spread their
message.
Raincoast Conservation Foundation staff brought
the anti-pipeline message to Ganges on Monday night
to rally the troops ahead of the Feb. 12 National Energy
Board deadline. The $5.4-billion project stands to triple
the amount of diluted bitumen being shipped out of
Burnaby by 2020. The projected increase in shipping
traffic, they say, will precipitate the demise of the region’s
already troubled resident orca population and wreak
untold havoc on local
fisheries. Potential fallout
on the marine environment
Kinder Morgan
does not bode well for the
review process
region’s fragile tourismbased economy or real
estate values, they add.
Trust should enter
Raincoast has applied
as an official intervenor
the NEB fray
during the public hearing phase. Unlike commenters, intervenors take on a
more thorough role in the 15-month process. They may
request project materials and present evidence. The City
of Vancouver and B.C. Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver
are among those who’ve already signed up to intervene,
and there’s mounting pressure from residents in Langley, Burnaby and other pipeline-adjacent communities
to get local governments on board.
Despite the prospect of 408 loaded tankers transiting
past Mayne, Saturna and within sight of Salt Spring’s
south end, the Islands Trust has not yet decided if it will
intervene.
Last December, Trust Council representatives asked
staff to create a report on the feasibility of intervening.
The results — including a price tag and budget implications — are expected any day.
With time running out before the NEB-imposed
deadline, Trust Council needs to make the decision
soon.
Be it threats from derelict vessels, BC Ferries cuts, the
Northern Gateway pipeline, or barges of gypsum dust
and coal travelling through our region, the Trust has a
long history of defending maritime communities.
The Kinder Morgan application is not the time or
place to abandon that role.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

viewpoint by Adam Olsen

Derelict vessel issue needs action
For decades, mayors, councillors, trustees and regional directors
have passed resolutions at the UBCM asking for senior governments
to take care of the derelict and abandoned vessels, illegal mooring
buoys and human waste dumping that pollute their local shorelines.
Unfortunately, senior governments have ignored this marine pollution and left cleanup to the local government and regional districts
to coordinate, manage and in many cases, finance.
The Northern Gateway and Kinder Morgan pipeline proposals
plan to significantly increase heavy oil tankers to Asia and both
governments have promised “world-class” oil spill response on land
and in the water.
British Columbians are skeptical about this commitment. Stories like the sinking tug near Squamish are
regularly in and out of the media reminding folks that
nothing has been done. There is nothing “world-class”
about the provincial-federal response to marine-based
environmental concerns in the past.
A workshop at the 2010 UBCM drew significant
attention to the issue. Melissa Ferris, program manager of the Washington State Derelict Vessel Removal
Program, successfully illustrated to her Canadian colleagues her very effective program.
Hon. Pat Bell, then minister responsible for the file,
came to the 2010 UBCM prepared. If the Canadian effort wasn’t
effective until then, it appeared the province was finally behind
local governments and they were motivated to solve the issues. The
provincial-federal response was to create a multi-jurisdictional
working group with local government staff. No politicians, just
bureaucrats.
Before anyone could get too excited, amid growing uncertainty
around Premier Gordon Campbell’s leadership, he shuffled his

Fixing the
problem isn’t
difficult . . .
finding the
political will is.

This week’s question:

Do you support the watershed tax requisition?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Driftwood
DgiM

cabinet just a few weeks after the 2010 UBCM. The “momentum”
generated by Minister Bell was lost, and issue became a lesser
priority.
Meanwhile the problems on the water continued to get worse.
Both governments knew of solutions; they were provided clear
examples of successful programs across North America and even
their own MPs and MLAs were on record with solutions.
Gary Lunn, former Saanich-Gulf Islands Conservative MP, sent
letters to his cabinet colleagues. Advocating change, he offered
short, medium and long-term solutions. Keith Martin, former
Liberal MP for Esquimalt–Juan de Fuca, was also very active on this
issue. Current MP Elizabeth May has also brought
this to the attention of Ottawa. Still nothing.
Senior governments want the social and political
licence to push pipelines across British Columbia to
the coast. Yet, when it comes to the nagging marine
issues such as derelict vessels, or more generally,
marine pollution, surprisingly the efforts to earn the
licence have been invisible.
Had senior governments drafted legislation to
manage derelict vessels as quickly as they created a
framework for “world-class” oil spill response, perhaps the people of B.C. would be more willing to lend
them the political capital they so desperately desire.
Fixing the problem isn’t difficult — there are examples of success
all around — finding the political will is. Rather than talk “worldclass,” senior governments have had plenty of opportunity to walk
“world-class” and utterly failed. No wonder public confidence is
low.
The writer is the interim leader of the provincial Green party.
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Quote of the Week: “This is a public service that everyone

expects in an industrialized developed country.”
MP ELIZABETH MAY, on Canada’s postal service

Salt Spring

Says

We asked: Will any
of the changes to
Canada Post
delivery methods
or rates impact
you?

Tony Brentmall

Jeff Mountain

Mitchell Sherrin

Other than the prices going
up, the changes won’t affect
us.

No, not really. I haven’t written a letter or sent anything
through the regular post in a
long while.

It makes me a little bit sad.
Even though it won’t affect
what I do, I feel like a little bit
of Canada has withered away.

Mike and Timmy
Grandbois
I’m a total Luddite, so I’d
rather send a letter than an
email anyway.

Gail Beattie
I think the increase in rates
will cause me to think twice
about putting anything into
the mail.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Reconciliation
at all levels

Sacred site
protection

I appreciated your Jan.
22 coverage of the Heritage
Turkey Award, which was
bestowed by Seattle’s Crosscut.com to the B.C. Archaeology Branch for their decision
regarding the development of
Grace Islet.
The article brings to light
the urgent need to prevent
building on this site and the
necessity of returning it to
the rightful owners, i.e. First
Nations.
It was only a few months
ago that over 70,000 B.C. residents marched through the
streets of Vancouver in sup-

port of First Nations during
the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s national event.
As non-aboriginals who care
about justice, we cannot sit
passively by as the spirit and
history of our First Nations
brothers and sisters are
harmed in this way. Reconciliation begins with you and me.
Let your voice be heard that
Salt Spring Islanders will not be
part of this immoral decision.
Help our government live up
to the motto on the province’s
coat of arms, which when
translated means, “Splendor
without diminishment.”
Reconciliation with First
Nations involves action on a
personal, local, provincial and

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

national level. The road to
authentic reconciliation will
not be easy, but must be travelled if we are to truly become
the nation we could be. Stopping the desecration of Grace
Islet would be a meaningful
first step on this journey.
In closing, it is interesting to
note that as we plan to allow
the degradation of this burial
site, the Pioneer Cemetery in
Victoria on Rockland Avenue
has been awarded $700,000
for the improvement of gravestones, walkways and lighting.
Perhaps it is time for a new
provincial motto . . . “Prejudiced in Paradise.”
JANE MCINTOSH,
S a lt S p r i n g

The B.C. Archaeology
Branch, although entrusted to
protect First Nations cultural
and heritage resources, has
once again failed to protect a
listed archaeological site in the
Gulf Islands.
There are many reasons to
protect Grace Islet from the
proposed development of a
large, modern holiday home
for an Edmonton businessman.
The most compelling is
that long before any of our
ancestors came to North
America, our neighbouring
First Nations’ ancestors lived

in Ganges (Shiyahwt). They
fished and hunted and raised
their families, their children
played and swam in Ganges
Harbour; and when a family
member died they were buried in the village.
Grace Islet is a burial islet,
one place where First Nations
ancestors were laid to rest, and
is the last remaining undeveloped part of the ancient Salish village of Shiyahwt. It is the
culture of First Nations to care
for their ancestors in perpetuity. There are people within
each tribe who are entrusted
with the rituals of caring for
the ancestors.
Some of these elders will
be coming to our community

to help us try to find a way to
protect Grace Islet. This is our
history as well, and we need to
find a way to stop the desecration of this sacred burial site.
A group of highly motivated
people is working on finding a
respectful solution that honours First Nations and their
ancestors. A new building permit has not been applied for at
this time.
Let’s see what we as a community can come up with
to protect this First Nations
archaeological site.
Donna Martin,
S a lt S p r i n g

MORE LETTERS continued on 8

‘Bad boys’ aren’t so bad for Canada’s image
Back a few months ago, I was bemoaning the
fact that Canada’s image on the world stage has
taken a tumble. The reputation of “our home
and native land” has deteriorated so drastically
that Canucks travelling abroad no longer sew
maple leaf flags on their backpacks like they
did a few decades ago when being identified as
Canadian meant you were automatically seen
in a favourable light.
At the time I made this observation, I attributed the downgrading of Canada’s international persona to the actions of both our political
and corporate sectors in matters dealing with
human rights and the environment. Never
did I consider, even for one minute, that our
national image would take such a beating due
to the activities of some of our more prominent
individuals.
Alas, such has been the case. A certain few of
our high-profile personalities have been doing
their utmost to cast a dark cloud over our previous “squeaky-clean” good guy character.
Take Justin Bieber, for instance. “The Bieb,”
as this wildly popular Canadian pop music
sensation is known, has been piling up “bad
boy” points by the fistful in recent days. Just this
last week, the teen idol was arrested for street
racing a yellow Lamborghini on a Miami Beach
public thoroughfare. When pulled over by the
local constabulary, his endearing “what the ‘eff’
did I do?” resulted in his arrest, finger-printing,
and a not-so-flattering mugshot that spread
online faster than a Salt Spring cougar sighting.
Allegations that he had been smoking pot and
drinking alcohol at the time further reduced his
plummeting reputation to that of an “entitled
punk.”
Earlier this month, this same rambunctious

19-year-old was charged with
misdemeanor vandalism for
allegedly pelting his neighbour’s
house with eggs in his exclusive
California gated community
of Calabasas. Apparently, the
“up to 20 eggs” that landed as a
result of a neighbourhood dispute caused more than $20,000
damage (apparently the entire
front of the neighbour’s house needed to be
replastered with Venetian stucco which, as we
all know, is outlandishly expensive but worth
every penny).
Not to be outdone, Toronto’s “people’s
choice” mayor, Rob Ford, has been a motherlode of negative (although mighty entertaining!) publicity. In the past year, Ford has been
linked to claims involving conflict of interest,
defamation, sexual harassment and groping,
driving while intoxicated, public drunkenness,
association with criminal elements, as well as
the smoking of grass and crack cocaine. In fact,
the preponderance of YouTube videos documenting and parodying Ford’s crack cocaine
indulgence has flooded public consciousness
and provided excellent fodder for acerbic barbs
from late night talk show hosts and have made
Ford a target for lambasting from all political
camps.
Then, of course, there’s the strange case of
Conrad Black. The fabulously wealthy Montreal-born newspaper tycoon apparently could
not resist sticking his fingers in the cookie jar.
As a result, he was charged and eventually convicted in U.S. courts of several counts of fraud
against shareholders in his Hollinger International Corporation. He was also forced to serve

hard time for obstruction of
justice for causing some of
the records incriminating
him to “mysteriously” disapShilo
pear. It is not true, however,
Zylbergold that he instructed his highpriced legal team to counter
the insider trading charges
against him with the argument “in Canada, it’s so cold
outside so we have to do our trading inside.”
It doesn’t seem that long ago that being
labelled with the “Canadian” brand gave
the perception that you were humble, honest, hard-working and altruistic. A short list
of world-renowned Canucks would include
Frederick Banting, Lester B. Pearson, Nellie
McClung, David Suzuki, Terry Fox, Glenn Gould
and Oscar Peterson (none of whom were ever
accused of smoking crack cocaine).
I’m not saying that there was never an occasional “bad apple” mixed in with the overwhelming majority of goodness. Three Canadians who influenced my bad behaviour a
half century ago were professional wrestling
villains Maurice “Mad Dog” Vachon, Gene “the
Backbreaker” Kiniski and Killer Kowalski (all of
whom would probably have been more socially
acceptable if they had indeed smoked crack
cocaine).
Another historical “bad boy” in Canadian
history was gangster Al Capone. All right, technically he was a Chicago prohibition mobster who
may or may not have been responsible for the
Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre in 1929 and who
was convicted of tax evasion and sentenced to
11 years of prison (much of it served in the then
spanking new Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary).

nobody asked me But

Canada, however, claims Mr. Capone as its
very own through his bootlegging association
to the underground tunnels of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. Although there is no hard evidence
that Capone ever visited Moose Jaw, legend has
it that he was the next thing to a native son and
oversaw the rum-running operation that stored
the illegal alcohol in underground warehouses
until it could be shipped across the border via
the Soo Line Railroad.
Another legendary Canadian bad boy was
train robber Bill Miner. Okay, technically he
was an American too, but he reached the height
of his notoriety right here in the “Great White
North.” Often referred to as “the Grey Fox”
because much of his infamy was perpetrated
when he was already in his late 50s, Miner
became a folk hero by committing the first
Canadian railroad robbery heist near Mission,
B.C. in 1904. Miner’s public support stemmed
from the fact that he chose the extremely
unpopular CPR line as his target and that he
was polite and courteous while carrying out
his criminal activities (thus the nickname “the
Gentleman Bandit”).
Nobody asked me, but maybe it’s high time
we Canadians broke out of this “saintly” image
we have been burdened with by the past. Why
do we always have to play the parts of Dudley
Do-Right and Anne of Green Gables? Maybe
the Justin Biebers and Rob Fords of this country
are doing us a great service by helping to break
the old “good boy” stereotype.
I, for one, am ready to take on the new challenge. As soon as I finish this column, I’m going
to take a little trip around the island to visit all
those thousands of critics who didn’t like my
take on winter gardening. I hope they like eggs.
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Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
News
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
Updates

Salt Spring Residents!
Start the year off right by detoxifying your body & replacing
valuable nutrients that may have been lost during the holiday
season. After a Sea Salt Scrub a nourishing body butter will be
applied, complete with Swedish Massage & Scalp Massage.

Detox &
Massage $

85

00

Wellspring Spa
AT
HASTINGS HOUSE

CALL TERRA 250-537-2362 info@hastingshouse.com

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

Rants and Roses
Belated fragrant yellow roses to
Helga and Michael for that great
Christmas Day meal event at Fulford
Hall. Also, pink fragrant roses to elves
Dianette, Wil and Sharon for all the
team effort to pull together all the
details. The food, the Christmas gifts
for the kids and the warm, hospitable
atmosphere were such a special part
of the day. Thanks for all the hard
work.
Thank you, Mike of Mike’s Repairs,
for fixing my car so promptly. You
saved my day! Eltje
Special red roses to all the Salt
Spring Folk Club set-up crew that
magically transforms Fulford Hall into

a beautiful musical venue for every
concert. Not only do you work with
SWAT-team precision, but you are
also a fun group to work with. Thanks.
Bu n d l e s o f b r i g h t l y l i t m u l t i coloured roses to George, Lottie and
the Music Makers, and all the performers for bringing some of our
traditions together in a wonderful
celebration of light on Jan. 19. Plus,
a special bunch of blue and white
roses to Hannah Brown, Leslie Corry,
Oni Freeman, Brian Holgate, Marilyn
McLeod and Gwen Patrick for singing
with me!
Huge fragrant pink roses to chef Pat
and the incredible crew that put on

the fabulous Robbie Burns supper at
Fulford Hall last Saturday. This beautiful event was full of happy Scots,
with full stomachs and happy smiles.
Well done and thanks for making this
such a fun event.
A bouquet of sushi rolls to Duksang Yoon of Sushi to Go for the kindest customer service time after time.
It’s not often someone chases you
out into the street to offer something
extra to your lunch!
A bundle of tidy roses to the Lady
Minto Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Shop
gals and guys for everything you do
to provide essential community services.

Time to compromise in gun club row

ISLANDS TRUST
GALIANO
ISLAND LOCAL
DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF
TRUST COMMITTEE
By casey de jong
IMMEDIATE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARINGresponse Irequired
feel that I must protest

The second point is that
an “independent” study
some of the statements found that the gun club
NOTICE is hereby given that Please
the Galiano
Island
Trust Committee
willASAP with
proof
this Local
ad carefully
and reply
approval
changes.
madeyour
in two
articles or
found
noise is lower than aircraft
hold a community information meeting and a public hearing within a Local
in the team
Jan. 22
of the
noise
or traffic
noise, thereIf you have
changes,
please
ASAP
thusNo.
allowing
the production
timeissue
to make
changes
indicated.
Trust Committee
Business
Meeting
on respond
the proposed
Bylaw
241 cited
the Driftwood about the fore, the noise complaints
as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 1, 2013”
If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PMimpact
this adthat
goesthe
to Rod
pressand
in thisare
format.
unreasonable. Based
Gun Club is having on its on my experience, this is
for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local
neighbours.
hard to believe.
Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw at
First, let me say that
12:30 p.m. Monday, February 3, 2014, at the South Community Hall, 141
I don’t think you believe
Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island.
I
live
near
the
gun
club.
I
it yourself. I say this
Gulf Islands
have never made a com- because of the final point
At the public hearing all persons who believe that their interest in property is
plaint about the gun club, in the editorial. The final
affected by the proposed bylaw shall be affordedY oa ureasonable
r
C o m m uopportunity
n I t Y
n e w s p a pnor
e r about
s I n C e anything
1 9 6 0
else. point you make is that
to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained
I am not a part of the using objective guidelines
in the proposed bylaw.
legal action against the to measure noise and
club, even though this enforce bylaws is difficult
Proposed Bylaw No. 241 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No.
has caused some friction because equipment and
127, 1999, Amendment No. 1, 2013”
between at least one of my operators can make misneighbours and my wife takes. Again, really? Do
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 241, is to amend the
and me. We prefer to live you see problems with all
Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999. The proposed amendments
and let live.
noise bylaws, or are there
are to address the issue of sawmilling on residential lots. The intent being
But the suggestion by problems only with meathat residential sawmilling operations are temporary in nature and for sole
John Foley that my neigh- suring noise coming from
use of the owner for use on their lot and not for commercial use or home
bours are nothing but guns? And if basing bylaws
occupation. The amendments establish a new definition of temporary
“unappeasable” people on what can be measured
sawmilling on residential lots. The definition establishes temporary sawmill
who have a “long history objectively is problemmanagement, location and hours.
of complaining,” and so atic in your view, what
for this reason, complaints would be your position on
A copy of the proposed bylaw and any background material that may be
considered by the Trust Committee in respect of the proposed bylaw may
about gun club noise must other bylaws that rely on
be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C.
be without merit, really objective measurement
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive,
is too much. The debate for enforcement, such as
excluding statutory holidays, commencing January 20, 2014 and up to and
would be better served if speeding vehicles?
including January 31, 2014.
Mr. Foley addressed the
Instead of taking sides
merits of the complaints using flimsy arguments
For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2) (e)
instead of the merits of the in a polarized debate, you
of the Local Government Act, additional copies of the proposed bylaws may
complainants.
should be urging combe inspected at various Notice Boards on Galiano Island, B.C., commencing
The arguments pre- promise. Are there really
January 20, 2014 and can also be viewed online at the following URL: www.
sented in your editorial no new measures that
islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/galiano/bylaws
about the gun club debate can be taken by the gun
are one-sided and seem to club to mitigate noise?
Written submissions may be delivered to:
boil down to three points. Is there no level of noise
1. The office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria,
The first point is that it has that can be amicably tolB.C. V8R 1H8, by Fax (250)405-5155. prior to 4:30 p.m., January 31, 2014.
always been noisy, so there erated by the neighbours?
2. By email to: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/connect/contact
is no justification in asking
In my opinion, and
3. After 4:30 p.m., January 31, 2014 to the Local Trust Committee at the
for more quiet. Really? Is from my property, much
Public Hearing at 12:30 p.m., February 3, 2014.
this how we behave else- of the noise coming out of
where in our society? Is this the gun club is only mildly
The public is encouraged to send any electronic response by using the
how we deal with other intrusive. This includes all
contact form at www.islandstrust.bc.ca/connect/contact. The Islands
Trust does not guarantee that any email submission will be received by the
kinds of pollution? I don’t of the small-calibre gunGaliano Island Local Trust Committee. Reasonable efforts will be made to
think so. Society’s stan- fire and, I believe, most of
provide email submissions, if they are opened and received, to the Galiano
dards change, and bylaws the activities in the indoor
Island Local Trust Committee for consideration, but the public should not
change with them.
facility. But there is some
rely on email as a means of providing a written submission.

Thanks very much.

Driftwood

Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for
public review.
Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands
Trust Office, Kris Nichols, Planner, at (250)405-5170 or, for Toll Free access,
request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in
BC 1-800-663-7867.
Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

Everyone can’t
buy local
It’s almost funny when someone
living on an island supported by foreigners urges buying local, as Marie
Beaudoin does in your Jan. 15 issue
(“Spend money on the island” letter).

gun noise that is highly
intrusive, and it takes
considerable effort to tolerate this noise.
I suspect that there are
one or more very large
calibre guns being fired
at the outdoor range.
Guns such as these are
suitable only for shooting elephants, cape buffalo, maybe large bears
or specific military uses.
They are not average deer
rifles. My son owned one
of these guns and I recognize the sound. It makes
the leaves shiver in the
trees 500 yards away.
I doubt anyone has
measured the noise being
created by these large
calibre guns, but I feel
sure that the leadership
of the gun club is aware of
them. That no restrictions
have been placed on their
use speaks volumes to me
about the club’s real interest in getting along with
its neighbours.
Also, the number of
times I hear gunfire from
the club outside their published operating hours
suggests to me that someone at the club feels not
at all constrained by club
rules or common decency.
Long-time area residents have informed me
that the noise coming from
the club has increased dramatically in recent years.
Some say it coincided with
a change in leadership at
the club.
It seems that the longer
the rancour persists, the
more polarized and unreasonable the positions
become. The gun club will
defend its right to exist.

Silly Silly Island has artists and
musical performers who earn megabucks elsewhere, and then spend
much on the island. It has tourists
spending money on the island, and
exports products such as lamb and
ground coffee.
If all those off-island customers
only bought local there would be few
jobs on Salt Spring.

The neighbours will fight
for their peace and quiet
using every legal means
available. An end to all this
is not in sight.
In my opinion, efforts to
have the club shut down
are misguided. Shooting
sports are enjoyed by a
great many people. They
are included in the Olympics. But does it really
make sense to maintain
an outdoor rifle range 10
minutes walking distance
from downtown Ganges?
Is this the best use of the
land? And if the gun club is
to operate in this location,
is it reasonable to have no
restrictions whatsoever on
the noise levels?
In my dream scenario,
the club is moved to a more
remote part of the island,
and the land it sits on now
is used to build an outdoor
skating rink, which would
benefit a great many young
families who now must go
off-island. Some creative
negotiation and financing would be required to
see such a thing accomplished, and so this cannot
be a short-term solution.
In the short term, I support the development of
a noise bylaw based on
objective measurement
that respects the right of
the club to exist, and also
respects the lives of the
people who live near it.
Also, I strongly believe
that the best long-term
solutions will be found
when people collaborate
and cooperate, instead of
litigate.
The writer is a Churchill
Road resident.

People will buy local when value is
there, convenience being a big part
of that value. Some stores are worth
the time to go to when on the island
for other reasons, as they are very
well run. However, the video rental
field was declining before Netflix —
tough, but reality.
KEITH SKETCHLEY,
Saanich

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Aging in place, Salt Spring style: the numbers game
First article in
series for 2014
By HELEN HINCHLIFF

T

he British Columbia health
ministry is currently promoting Better at Home, a program
for the care needs of older people. The rationale is that if we
can be enabled to stay in our own
homes until we die, we won’t have
to live in a long-term care facility
and the public purse will not be
drained.
People in their 80s and 90s often
find it difficult to remain in their
own homes, so Better at Home has
a solution: an array of volunteers
will help out and a modest subsidy
will be available for individuals
with low incomes to supplement
the costs of whatever the volun-

teers cannot (or will not) do. Otherwise, we’re on our own.
Salt Spring Island has been
selected as one of the test areas
for this new program. Perhaps
that’s a good thing because Island
Health (formerly VIHA) is projecting a 10-year wait for another
long-term care facility like Greenwoods. While we wait, the number
of us who will be aging in place —
whether we are safely able to do
so or not — is staggering.
Right now, the average age of
a Salt Spring Islander is 53. Compare that to the rest of the province with an average age of 41.
Fully 25 per cent of all people living on Salt Spring Island are over
the age of 65. When we put that in
numbers: that’s 2,485 people. And
there are 780 who are over the
age of 80. We don’t have figures
for those over 90, but we do know
there are 390 people on this island

who are over
age 85. When
we get to be that
age, we have a
50-50 chance
of developing dementia.
HELEN
Often there are
HINCHLIFF
other significant health issues that make life
at home precarious. What happens, for example, when there are
two physically or cognitively challenged people who are trying to
take care of each other? If he falls,
can she pick him up? And, as far

Right now, the average age
of a Salt Spring Islander is 53.
Compare that to the rest
of the province with
an average age of 41.

Effective watershed protection
needs tax requisition support
By GEORGE GRAMS
St. Mary Lake is one of Salt
Spring Island’s jewels, a source
of drinking water to almost
half the island’s population
and a recreational facility for
swimmers, boaters and fishers.
The resorts around the lake
play host to many tourists who
visit the island to enjoy its relatively pristine environment.
Recognition of its importance to the community has
not protected the lake from
environmental impacts.
Events, such as the annual or
bi-annual no-swim advisories, and the inability, in 2010,
for North Salt Spring Waterworks District customers to be
able to drink the water direct
from their faucets, are recent
indicators of a decline in lake
w a t e r q u a l i t y t h a t we c a n’t
afford to ignore. That decline
will continue unless we take
measures to halt and reverse
it.
Hitherto, the question of our
island’s source water quality
has largely been left to volunteers. For more than a decade,
many people have sought,
with very little resources, to
do what they could to address
the problem. Volunteer organizations have neither the legislative muscle nor the financial resources to do other than
s t u d y t h e p ro b a b l e c a u s e s,
a n d t o m a k e re c o m m e n d a tions about how that decline
might be reversed.
Fixing our watersheds effectively and permanently is an
endeavour that needs the
resources of the whole community.
I n 2 0 1 2 , t h e L o c a l Tr u s t
Committee and the CRD director established the Salt Spring
Island Watershed Protection
Authority to pursue collabora-

tive watershed management.
Its purpose, beginning with St.
Mary Lake, is to manage our
watersheds, including those
o n a s s o c i a t e d i s l a n d s, i n a
manner that seeks to ensure
the provision of clean source
water to all islanders.
The authority is comprised
of the several agencies that
have a responsibility for water
quality: the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Health,
Vancouver Island Health, the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee, Capital Regional District, North Salt Spring
Waterworks District and the
Highland and Fernwood Water
Commissions form the steering group.

Although the
authority’s initial efforts
are focused on St. Mary
Lake, the health of all
island watersheds is
within the authority’s
mandate, and measures
to protect other island
lakes and watersheds
will follow the work on
St. Mary Lake.
Although the authority’s initial efforts are focused on St.
Mary Lake, the health of all
island watersheds is within the
authority’s mandate, and measures to protect other island
lakes and watersheds will follow the work on St. Mary Lake.

Managing our watersheds
cannot be undertaken without some cost to the community. The Local Trust Committee, which has been delegated
the powers to coordinate the
various agencies that comprise
the authority, is requesting a
special property tax requisition via Islands Trust Council
to fund this work.
The amount of the tax requisition proposed for the year
2 0 1 4-20 15 i s $1 10 ,00 0. The
impact on property taxes on
Sa l t Sp r i n g Is l a n d a n d t h e
associated islands is $3.38 per
$100,000 in property value. So
a $450,000 property will pay
$15 annually in addition to the
regular Islands Trust taxes.
Other options for watershed
management were explored
by the LTC, but the formation
of SSIWPA was the most cost
effective of those considered,
and allows us to retain onisland management responsibility for our watersheds.
The Local Trust Committee
is seeking community input on
the proposal. Our clear preference is that residents write us
supporting the action of the
LTC, but it’s also important for
us to know if you oppose it.
The importance of the work
the authority seeks to undertake can’t be overemphasized
— and at a cost of less than a
Starbucks every two months,
we believe it is a modest sum
to ask householders to pay for
watershed management.
Please contact me or staff at
the addresses below, ideally
before Feb. 21, 2014, to make
your views on the tax requisition known.
George Grams, local trustee,
250-537-5439, ggrams@islandstrust.bc.ca; or Justine Starke,
island planner, 250-538-5602,
jstarke@islandstrust.bc.ca.

as that goes, can he pick her up?
It is also the case that 30 per
cent of all islanders over age 65 are
living alone. That means we have
to do all the work to maintain our
home and garden, we have to take
care of all our personal needs, we
have to make and keep friends,
and when we fall we have to pick
ourselves up. For most of us, at
least at first, those are things we
can do with relative ease, but as we
age at home alone, each becomes
more of a challenge, particularly
if we live high on a mountain, at
the end of a long, dark driveway,
or in a gathering cloud of failing
memory and inability to comprehend. And what about when we’re
no longer allowed to drive?
There’s another important
thing to know about our population right now: a little over 2,000
of us — that’s another 20 per cent
— are between the ages of 55 and

65. In 10 more years, assuming
nobody dies, then almost 46 per
cent of the island will be over the
age of 65. And that guess isn’t far
off the mark, because Statistics
Canada is projecting that in 2030
there will be 4,300 people on this
island over the age of 65.
Considering the Ministry of
Health expects volunteers to help
us age in place at home, it won’t
be long before we’re an island
populated by a whole lot of retirees barely managing to take care
of a whole lot of other retirees.
I don’t know about you, but I
turn 90 in 2030. I’m a great volunteer, but I don’t know how much I’ll
be able to help you in 2030. Maybe
I can count on you to help me.
As the year progresses, I will be
discussing a variety of issues surrounding the present and future
health care of our aging island
population.

Keep
Smiling...
ThoughTS & NewS
from Dr. Richard hayden
7 Dental
Resolutions for 2014
Here are seven practical steps for keeping your teeth & gums
healthy for a lifetime.
1. Brush 2 mInutes twICe a Day. Yes, 2 minutes ( not 1 minute or
30 seconds or once a day). It really does take that long to clean the
majority of surfaces in your mouth decently.
2. Floss. Yes, we know you tend to do it before dental appointments.
However, 40% of your teeth are not being cleaned if you don’t do it
and a substantial percentage of cavities start in those areas.
3. Clean your tongue. About 95% of patients don’t do this. A
couple of quick swipes on the tongue is usually enough.
4. reDuCe your Intake oF CanDIes/sweets: It will reduce the
incidence of cavities, improve your blood sugar & weight.
5. DrInk more water. In moderation, this is a great thing, especially
after staining drinks like coffee, tea & wine. Want to reduce all that
coffee/tea stain between hygiene appointments? Take a sip or two of
water after you finish your drink.
6. regular maIntenanCe appoIntments. Seeing your Dentist/
Hygienist for a checkup and scaling is truly the dental version of the oil
change. Prevention is always the best option.
7. get thIngs FIxeD sooner rather than later (don’t
procrastinate). Dentistry seemingly operates on an exponential cost
scale as things get more involved & complex. Getting a restoration that
costs a couple of hundred dollars (& is usually covered by insurance)
is much better for you & your pocketbook than letting it turn into a
multi-thousand dollar root canal/core/crown or implant. You are worth it!!

Our Services:
• Laser treatment for gum disease
• Alignment of crooked teeth
• Emergencies and pain relief
• Invisalign...invisible braces
• Surgical implants for rock solid teeth
• Dentures • Cosmetic dentistry
• Botox cosmetic

We have a smile for you!
199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400
VISIt our WebSIte: www.haydendentistry.com

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre
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great mom/dad, super kids, wonderful friends, fantastic employees,
faithful pets, etc. why not let everyone know?

Call Johanna
at the Driftwood today to book
your space,

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
250-537-9933 or send your info to jwalkner@driftwoodgimedia.com

arts&entertainment

BURGER & PINT
All day Monday
$

14.95

LIVE THEATRE

See our ad on page 3
for CLASSIFIED AD
SPECIAL DETAILS
Don’t miss out on this opportunity
to SHARE THE LOVE!

Community
Office Hours
for your MLA
1st Monday
of each month
10:00am–1:00pm
Salt Spring Island
Public Library
For assistance with
programs and agencies
of the BC Provincial
Government
To reserve an appointment,
please call toll free
1-855-955-5711.

Gary Holman, MLA
Saanich North and
the Islands
2392 Beacon Avenue,
Sidney BC

PRIME RIB DINNER
AAA Angus Beef
Every Thursday 5pm

$14 a
ReminD youR Place a classified ad for just
everyone
SPeCial
So, if you’ve got an awesome husband/
Someone(S)
dad, super kids, wonderful friends, fan
pets, etc. w
JuSt
how
DRIFTWOOD AD PRO
Call Johanna at the Driftwood
SPeCial The
they
way that need can and often
response
require
your info
to jwalkne
aRe!IMMEDIATE
does clash with society’s
more
con-

Independent spirit shines in Road to Mecca
See our ad on page 3 for CLASSIFIED AD SPECIAL DETAILS.

Scott Hylands
directs Active P.A.S.S.
production
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Today in the village of Nieu
Bethesda in South Africa, a sculptural garden of unique beauty
and vision can be found at The
Owl House. Now part of a public
museum, the monumental, glassembedded concrete works were
once the private solace of their creator Helen Martins, a nonconformist living within an extremely rigid
Afrikaner culture.
The later years of Martins’ life were
dramatized in The Road to Mecca,
written by South African playwright
Athol Fugard. With its richly imagined characters and themes that
transcend the play’s specific setting,
the work is the perfect winter drama,
according to Scott Hylands, who
is directing the play for an Active
P.A.S.S. presentation.
Hylands also stars in the play
alongside fellow actors Marit Christensen and Lynda Jensen, with a run
from Feb. 5 to 9 at Mahon Hall.
“I was interested in the play
because I could see Lynda would
find the role interesting,” Hylands
said of lead character “Miss Helen.”
He observed that Martins’ artistic path was pursued in complete
isolation, and as a result she produced work unlike anyone else. Her
influences were as diverse as Omar
Khayyam and William Blake.
The central drama of the play
revolves around Helen’s aging, her
loss of hope, inspiration and some of
her capacity to care for herself, and

if you have an event
for the events
calendar EMAIL:

www.GaryHolmanMLA.ca

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com

Join us @ Moby’s?

GH-Driftwood-PopUps-1401.indd 1

Gulf Islands Driftwood

2014-01-22 3:19 PM

FISH & CHIPS
$
only 9.00
Sunday Only

Don’t miss out
on this
opportunity to
SHARE THE LOVE!

fining rules was also not hard to
imagine.
“I grew
in a Protestant,
‘Do as I team
If you have changes, please respond ASAP
thusupallowing
the production
say’ kind of environment, similar but
If we do not receive a response
by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goe
not as suppressed. It’s very familiar
to me,” Jensen said.
Hylands’ role as reverend contains
inherent conflict. As a representative
u l f Iembodiment
slands
of the church he’sGthe
of conformity, but he’s also acting in
what he thinks is Helen’s best interY o u r
C o m m u n I t Y
e w s p a p e r
ests, as
a concerned nfriend.
Helen iss I n C e
herself a product of that culture.
“Religion is one of the several subjects [of the play], but it is Christianity that’s being spoken of, and rigid,
Calvinist Christianity,” Hylands said.
The play’s title therefore refers
to the fantastic minarets of Helen’s
artistic vision and her fascination
with Eastern mysticism, not to any
actual pilgrimage. The colourful
sculptures represent her only escape
Photo by Elizabeth Nolan
from the close-minded culture she is
From left, Marit Christensen, Lynda Jensen and Scott Hylands rehearse a surrounded by.
scene from Road to Mecca, which runs Feb. 5 to 9 at Mahon Hall.
“We all shut down, but here’s
someone whose spirit is still flowing
her resistance to moving to a home resonated for me, so it was interest- — and with some encouragement
for the elderly as being arranged by ing getting into it,” she said.
will continue to — but all the forces
her old friend Rev. Marius (Hylands).
Aside from being a strong believer around her are asking her to shut
The action starts with the arrival in equal rights, her work as a care- it down, for all the wrong reasons,”
of another old friend, the younger giver has given her a window into the Hylands said.
activist teacher Elsa (Christensen).
challenges of the elderly.
Audience members can expect
“The other interesting thing about
“It speaks to our culture that we to find a production with a strong
putting on a play like this, it’s about want to put old people into homes, visual and emotional impact, with
three characters pretty deep in their and it’s usually not for their comfort, a set that reproduces the colourful
themes. There’s a lot to do for every- it’s for ours,” she said.
interior of the artist’s home — a place
one — although it’s written for LynAs for Jensen, living for 40 years the ladies of the village would have
da’s character, the other two are very with the late acclaimed artist LeRoy refused to have tea.
much human beings,” Hylands said. Jensen provided plenty of insight
Opening night is Wednesday, Feb.
Christensen connected easily with into Helen’s personality.
5, with a special price for that show.
her role as Elsa, a white teacher who
“It was very easy to understand
All shows begin at 7:30 p.m. except
works at a black school and chafes at what happens when that creative for Sunday’s, with a matinee at 2 p.m.
the injustices of the system.
juice starts flowing — you have to be Tickets are available at Salt Spring
“There were several things that there, you have no choice,” she said.
Books.

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your app
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Woods and Hardisty open M&M year
Brazilian-fiddle fusion
next week
Two extraordinary musicians have teamed up to
explore the fusion of Brazilian-inspired guitar combined
with award-winning contemporary fiddle creations.
When a new Music and Munch season opens next
Wednesday, Feb. 5, Billie Woods and Wesley Hardisty will
present an intricate weaving of influences, traditions
and cultures.

This Week’s Music
Friday 6 - 9 pm
RICHARD CROSS

MOBY’S PUB
124 A Upper Ganges Road . 250 537 5559 . www.mobyspub.ca

“Singer/songwriter Woods is more than just your
typical classical guitar musician and her training
shines through,” explains a press release. “The way
she plays and the feeling she brings to her music
gives it a life of its own. Her fans are intoxicated by
her fresh, bold sounds, unique guitar-picking patterns and not the least by the rich, velvet quality of
her voice. Her songs are an intriguing mix of Brazilian rhythms and West Coast songwriting.”
Woods was born in Humboldt, Sask. and moved
to Salt Spring Island with her family when she was
five. At the age of 12, she started playing the guitar and has studied music in Canada, Prague and
Brazil.
Her creativity is prolific and she spends her time
both as a musician and a photographer. When she
began touring with Allison Crowe in 2005, it was as
her opening act as well as her photographer.
She currently has one full album called Only So
Far and is just about to record a new four-song EP.
Fiddler Hardisty has played many times at Music
and Munch and is a definite crowd favourite.
Free music begins in All Saints By-the-Sea at
12:10 p.m. followed by a delicious lunch provided
by the Anglican Caterers at a cost of $5.50. Lunch
tickets should be purchased before the concert.

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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ART + NATURE

Writer and illustrator talk about work

2013 VISITORS’

Margriet Ruurs and
Allan Hancock at the
library on Saturday
By gail sjuberg
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

Celebrated children’s book
author Margriet Ruurs has
a demanding reading and
workshop schedule that
whisks her around the
world on a regular basis.
In two weeks’ time she
will participate in a literary
event at an international
school in Israel, and her
next work-related stop after
that is in Shanghai.
Similarly, wildlife artist
W. Allan Hancock is often
exhibiting in far-flung places, or involved in projects
that demand his energy
elsewhere.
But this Saturday, Feb.
1, the two Salt Spring residents will be in the same
spot at the same time to
talk about their respective
crafts and the importance
of enj oying t he n at ural
world with children.
Th e e ve n t i n t he Sa l t
Spring library’s program
room, beginning at 2 p.m.,
is sponsored by the Salt

GUIDE

the
rmation for
Visitor Info n Gulf Islands
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lf Islands
Canadian Gu

Hancock’s paintings were
used to illustrate Ruurs’
2011 book called Amazing
Animals — the Remarkable
Things that Creatures Do,
and it was in fact after the
A
GABRIOL
Salt Spring book launch
GALIANO
MAYNE
event that Hancock decided
PENDER
to move to the island from
SATURNA
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process
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book and will bring in some
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taking kids out to enjoy
nature on Salt Spring, and
connect the reading of
books about nature and
wildlife to a child’s outdoors education.
Ruurs has published
more than 20 children’s
books, most of them relatIf you are involved in one
ed toor
nature and animals,
Photo by Gail Sjuberg
more of the following: including In My Backyard,
Margriet Ruurs with some of her nature-oriented books for
• accommodations When We Go Camping and
children.
Wild Babies.
• dining & entertainment
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to nature education.
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• outdoor adventures
Call us to advertise in the
award winning 32nd edition of

The Gulf Islander
Over 40,000 copies distributed

award winning 32nd edition of

250.537.9933

The Gulf Islander
Over 40,000 copies Resolve to hear better this year!
Meadowbrook artist shines
ISLANDERS

distributed

Schedule a Free Hearing Test and
250.537.9933 you could win your new hearing aids!

ENTER TO

Photo by Elizabeth Nolan

Connie Kelly with some of her paintings and drawings brought out of a closet for display.

WIN!

Hearing Aids valued at

Connie Kelly
shares artwork
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

At 96 years young, Connie
Kelly can no longer see very
well, but her memory and
sense of hearing are both
strong.
These faculties proved helpful in describing the origins of
dozens of pieces of artwork
that Kelly had hidden away
in the closet of her Meadowbrook apartment, until fellow resident Catherine Lewis
discovered them and decided
they should be brought into
the light.
During a visit by the Drift-

wood to Meadowbrook’s
activity room, where the works
were recently displayed, Kelly
discussed the pencil drawings, paintings and pastel
works that she could no longer identify by sight.
Pointing to her first art
piece, a self-portrait she painted when she was 19, Kelly
explained, “I just did it to see if
I could do it.”
Kelly started life in St. John,
New Brunswick before her
family moved to Montreal and
then Vancouver. She came to
Salt Spring in 1955 and lived at
the end of Rourke Road, with
an ocean view that is captured
in some her landscapes. She
spent many years at Brinkworthy and then became one

of the first residents at Meadowbrook.
Kelly often drew the people
who were important to her,
such as her children, her husband and a favourite little dog,
and also created portraits of
stars like actor Jeanette MacDonald and opera singer Rita
Steven (and both autographed
the pieces for her too).
“I just did it on my own —
learned by my mistakes.”
Kelly’s sister was another
one of her subjects — a striking painting done during her
20s is a lovely example, while
a series of sketches done of
friends in California provides
a more casual perspective.
“I love doing portraits,” she
said.

$5000

Model not
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Call for details.
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*Offer valid for private clients only. Maximum value of Hearing Aids is $5000.
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Application to Participate in National Energy Board Public Hearing for
Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC
Trans Mountain Expansion Project
The National Energy Board (NEB) has received an application from Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC for approval to construct and operate the
Trans Mountain Expansion Project (Project).
Description of The Project
The Project would expand the existing Trans Mountain pipeline system located between Edmonton, AB and Burnaby, BC. It would include
approximately 987 km of new pipeline, new and modified facilities, such as pump stations and tanks, and the reactivation of 193 km of
existing pipeline. There would also be an expansion of the Westridge Marine Terminal.
New pipeline segments would be added between
Edmonton to Hinton, AB, Hargreaves, BC to
Darfield, BC and Black Pines, BC to Burnaby, BC.
Reactivation of existing pipeline segments would
occur between Hinton, AB to Hargreaves, BC and
Darfield to Black Pines, BC.
The application can be found on the NEB website.
Participation in NEB Hearing
The NEB will determine if the application is
complete and if so, it will hold a public hearing.
Those who wish to participate in the NEB hearing
must apply to participate. Applicants must
clearly describe their interest in relation to the
List of Issues for the hearing, which is on the
NEB website and included in the application to
participate. Those who are directly affected by the
proposed project will be allowed to participate in
the hearing and those with relevant information or
expertise may be allowed to participate.
The application to participate is on the NEB’s website at:
www.neb-one.gc.ca
select Major Applications and Projects then
Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC - Trans Mountain Expansion
Applications to participate in the NEB Hearing are due on or before noon on 12 February 2014. Individuals and groups applying
to participate must provide enough information for the NEB to decide whether participant status should be granted.
Trans Mountain ULC has until 19 February 2014 to provide the NEB with comments on Applications to Participate and must provide a
copy of its comments to those applicants to whom the comments apply. Applicants who received comments from Trans Mountain ULC
about their Application to Participate have until 4 March 2014 to send the Board your response to Trans Mountain’s comments.
Comments and Responses should be sent to the Secretary of the Board: www.neb-one.gc.ca, select Regulatory Documents then
Submit Documents.
CONTACTS
Information on NEB hearing processes and participant funding is available at www.neb-one.gc.ca > Major Applications and Projects >
Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC - Trans Mountain Expansion.
If you require additional information, the NEB has appointed Ms. Reny Chakkalakal as a Process Advisor to provide assistance.
Ms. Reny Chakkalakal
Process Advisor, NEB
E-mail: TransMountainPipeline.Hearing@neb-one.gc.ca
Telephone (toll free): 1-800-899-1265

Ms. Sarah Kiley
Communications Officer, NEB
E-mail: sarah.kiley@neb-one.gc.ca
Telephone: 403-299-3302
Telephone (toll free): 1-800-899-1265

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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FUNDRAISER

Support needed for elephant adventure
Grads of 2013 seek
online funding
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The dream of volunteering at a
Cambodian elephant sanctuary and
creating a photojournalistic account
of their adventure has fuelled the
full-time work of Emilaea Woodwolf
and Christian Stepaniuk ever since
they graduated from Gulf Islands
Secondary School last June.
Sometimes working isn’t quite
enough, however, so the pair have
turned to an innovative crowdsourcing website to help launch
those dreams into reality. Their proposal was accepted for publication
on Trevolta, a site that helps bring in
sponsors for “extraordinary” travels.
“We stumbled across the website
while looking for fundraising platforms a few months ago. We’d never
seen anything like it before so we
decided to give it a try,” Woodwolf
explained.
A unique feature of Trevolta is that
many of the sponsors are also travel
enthusiasts. One of their rewards for
helping fund a trip is to hear about
the results: participants are asked
to record their adventures in a blog,
and to post photos, notes and video
as they go.
For their extraordinary adventure, Woodwolf and Stepaniuk are
planning a backpack trip to South
East Asia that will ideally include
two weeks volunteering at The Elephant Valley Project in Cambodia.
The journey will encompass their
first trip on their own as adults, their
growth as artists and their desire to
make a positive difference to the

From top: Emilaea Woodwolf and Christian Stepaniuk at Mount Maxwell; a scene at the Elephant Valley Project (from www.globalteer.org).
world while doing so.
“Many of the domestic elephants
of Cambodia are often abused, overworked or treated inhumanely,” said
Woodwolf, who has cherished a
lifelong love for the species and has
always dreamed of spending time
with elephants in person.
The Elephant Valley Project works
to improve conditions for captive
elephants and also to support habitat for wild elephant populations.

Volunteers learn how to care for and
interact with the elephants with
tasks such as observing, walking
and washing them. Each volunteer
is paired with an elephant and one
of their mahouts (caretakers) for the
session.
“The Elephant Valley Project gives
them a place for their retirement, a
small vacation from their working
lives, or a rescue from unlivable or
unsafe situations,” Woodwolf said. “It

is not perfect, for they are still living
in captivity, however, the elephants
have not been raised in the wild and
therefore would not survive there.
While there, the volunteers also
help build and maintain the sanctuary by working on the banana
plantation, doing light construction work, planting seedlings and
maintaining pathways. For Stepaniuk, the environmental restoration
done through the project is an added
attraction.
“Cambodia’s forest cover has
dropped from 70 per cent in 1969 to
a staggering 3.1 per cent in 2007,” he
said. “It’s a shame that people can’t
see past their own greed, causing this
kind of damage in their wake.
“The Elephant Valley Project
works to preserve a small area of land
that is a more than suitable environment for any of the forest’s creatures
to make a home. Through our volunteer work we will be supporting the
project and aiding in its expansion —
a wonderful opportunity for anyone
who wants to shed a bit of light in the
world.”
Both Woodwolf and Stepaniuk
feel the trip will be a great start to
their future lives as artists by providing firsthand experience in photojournalism. They each plan to write
about the journey and Woodwolf will
also be adding to her photography
portfolio.
The link to Woodwolf and Stepaniuk’s fundraising campaign can be
found at www.trevolta.com/travels/16466. They have until March 12
to reach their goal of $2,400. Donors
who contribute $150 or more will
receive a free photo print of their
choice from the trip.

CHINESE nEW YEAR

Friendly horses get their year in the sun
Ling Weston’s annual Chinese
Zodiac article
By LING WESTON
D riftwood C o n tri b u tor

Kung Hey Fat Choy! The Year of the Horse falls
on Jan. 31, 2014. So the babies born between
Jan. 31, 2014 and Feb. 18, 2015 are little ponies,
assigned with the element of Wood.
Since my youngest son asked me the burning
question many years ago, “Are Fire Horses all bad?”
I was gored into action and tried to pacify his fears
by digging into the Chinese horoscope, as all his
classmates are also Fire Horses!
Since then I’ve been collecting birthdays from
my relatives and friends also interested in the
same subject. I first convert the dates into Chinese
lunar calendar dates. Then, I correlate them into
the 12 Chinese Zodiac signs as assigned by Buddha (in 500 BC), namely: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit,
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster
Dog and Pig, in that order.
After that is done, I categorize them into their
corresponding five elements — Metal, Water,
Fire, Wood, Earth — according to the ancient
astrologers in the following order: Years ending

in 0-1 (Metal); 2-3 (Water); 4-5 (Wood); 6-7 (Fire);
8-9 (Earth). I do not question the wisdom of the
astrologers.
To my great surprise, I have four breeds of horses in my stable; namely, four Metal, six Water, four
Fire and one Earth — but no Wood at all!
This can be explained by the following equation
(if your arithmetic is not as rusty as mine): Cycle
of 12 Zodiac signs times the cycle of five elements
equals 60 years. So little “wood ponies” come into
being only once every 60 years.
All horses also have Fire as their natural “element” (genetic make-up, in Western terms, I suppose). That’s where Fire Horses come in: they have
the double fire in them. That cycle only comes
again when my son turns 60!
As wood comes from trees, so this Year of the
Horse is green. So all Wood Horses, please stand
up and be counted. Yours is a very good sign for
greening the world!
All Horses (naturally including the wild ones)
are born free, forever young at heart and with a
love for adventure. They are friendly creatures;
good talkers who love company and have charisma. They are extroverts, active in many interests;
sometimes stubborn and impatient, and always
restless and longing for greener pastures. Blessed

are the Wood Horses, as they are more stable, calm
and less volatile than the other four types.
So in order to keep your horses in your stable
and horsey friends happy, give them a lot of freedom to roam with a long rope; better still, no reins!
If you married a Horse, either join in a circus to
learn bareback riding, or learn the trick: “Can’t beat
them, join them.”
Also according to the Chinese lunar calendar,
this year the first day of spring falls on Feb. 3. As
mainland China celebrates Chinese New Year
as its spring holidays, I can visualize the country
coming to a standstill with the mass migration of
people going home for family reunions. It’s the
equivalent to our Easter, Canada Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas all rolled into one.
If you’ve not yet made a New Year’s resolution,
do the following to improve your karma: expand
and develop all your inherent good talents and
utilize them for yourself and for the benefit of
everyone. Correct and tone down your bad points.
In this way, the world will be a more peaceful and
harmonious place.
I sell East Meets West Zodiac calendars and a
cycle of 12 Chinese Zodiac letter cards with envelopes, with all proceeds going to Unicef. Call me at
250-537-5784 for more information.
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SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569
Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF
DRIFTWOOD

Please visit our website

www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice
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Thurs.Jan 30 Fri.

ACTIVITIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Financial Planning: Part of
Hayward’s Funeral Home
Series.
Third in a series of free info
sessions. With guest speaker
Markus Wenzel of Investors
Group. Call to book space.
Hayward’s Funeral Home. Noon
to 1 p.m.
Kick-start Your business:
Back to Basics.
Business coach Donald
Mackenzie discusses how to
grow your business by going
back to the beginning. Salt
Spring Island Public Library. 5
to 7 p.m.
Texas Holdem Poker.
The Local. Sign up 6:30 p.m.
Improvisational Comedy
Workshop.
Everyone (age 15 & over), from
beginner to advanced, is invited
to free weekly improvisational
comedy workshop with Jan
Rabson. GISS, Room 208. 7 to
9:30 p.m.
Muscle Shoals.
Best of the Fest film screening
about the famous Muscle Shoals
music studio. ArtSpring. 7:30
p.m.

January 31 to
February 4
Friday to Tuesday
7pm
Sunday 4 matinee
and 7pm
1hr 39 mins
Rating: PG

Open Mic Night.
Hosted by Johnny Manouvers &
Random Johnson. All styles of
music welcomed. Moby’s Pub.
8 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee.
Regular public meeting at Lions
Hall 9:30 a.m., with town hall
session beginning at noon.
Salt Spring Island Weavers &
Spinners.
Colour Contrasts: Practical application. All welcome. ArtSpring.
10:30 a.m. to noon.
Social City Networking.
Offering custom social media
workshops. Contact Living
Strong Studio at 250-931-5483
to book time. Location TBA.
Green Drinks.
Moby’s Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.
_____________

Jan 31

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Richard Cross.
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.
Soul Shakedown.
The Local. 6 to 9 p.m. With free
appies at 5 p.m.
The Riverside.
Aidan Miller, Tom Hooper and
Matt Johnson. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Social City Networking.
See Thursday listing.
Pickleball.
Equipment provided. Fulford
Hall. 6 to 8 p.m.

Sat.

Sat.

Mon.

Feb 3

ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

African Dance & Drum
Workshops.
Guinean master Aboubacar
Camara leads sessions for all
levels of experience at The Dojo.
Dance class from 1 to 2:30 p.m.;
Drum workshop from 3 to 4:30
p.m.
Art Talk: Nature Writing for
Children.
Presentation by author Margriet
Ruurs and illustrator Allan
Hancock. Salt Spring Public
Library. 2 p.m.
Salt Spring Forum Presents
Oceanographer Kate Moran.
Presentation by
president & CEO of Ocean
Networks
Canada.
ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.

Master Spinners Level 1
Workshop. Four-day workshop
starts today. Info: donatmackie@gmail.com. ArtSpring.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MLA Gary Holman’s Office
Hours. First Monday of every
month. Salt Spring Island Public
Library. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For an
appointment, call 1-855-9555711.
Kristen Rae Finley Art
Opening. “Inner Eyeland” show
featuring expressive landscapes
in bold and sensuous watercolour and an array of other
media. Harbour House Hotel. 6
to 8 p.m.

Feb 1

Sun.

CINEMA

• Philomena, based on the book by a BBC
correspondent on the efforts of Philomena Lee (Judi
Dench), the mother of a boy conceived out of wedlock,
and given away for adoption. She was forced to sign a
contract that wouldn’t allow for any sort of inquiries.
After starting a family years later and moving on with
her life, she decides to discover her long-lost son. Also
stars Steve Coogan.
EXHIBITIONS

DgiM

Feb 1

Toastmasters.Salt Spring
club meets every Monday at
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
the Catholic church on Drake
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Alvaro Sanchez & Chamigos. Piano Bar with June Bender. Road at 7 p.m. sharp. Guests
Harbour House Hotel. 6:30 to
Harbour House Hotel. 6 to 9 p.m. welcome.
9:30 p.m.
ACTIVITIES
Interchill.
Local record label starts off their Pickleball.
15th anniversary year, featuring Fulford Hall. 9 to 11 a.m.
news@gulfislandsDJs Lawrence and label head
Rollerblading.
Feb 4
driftwood.com
_____________ Andrew. 9 p.m.
For young and old. Fulford Hall.
ACTIVITIES
2 to 4 p.m.
Island Pathways Silver
Pickleball.
Anniversary Party + AGM.
Open to public. Equipment
Reports, displays, treats and
provided. Fulford Hall. 10 a.m.
beverages for 25-year anniver- to noon.
sary. ArtSpring. 2 to 5 p.m.
Salt Spring Vipassana
Remember Who You Are.
Meditation.
Self-awareness and meditation Weekly meditation and teachgroup led by Mark Brackley
ings with insight meditation
every Sunday. Side Door Studio. teacher Heather Martin. The
7:45 to 9:30 p.m.
Gatehouse. 7 p.m.

if you have
an event
for the
events
calendar
EMAIL:

Plan your day,
your week (your life!)
with Salt Spring’s
#1 events calendar.
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• Paintings by Salt Spring artist Kristen Rae Finley
will be displayed at the Harbour House through the
month of February. The exhibit, called Inner Eyeland,
has an opening event on Monday, Feb. 3 from 6 to 8
p.m. Until Jan. 31, Zandra Stratford’s abstracts are
on the walls.
• Photographs by Asia Petis and mixed-media works by
textural design artist Sabrina Edwards are showing
at TJ Beans Coffee Shop.
• Carol Adams’ drawings are at Barb’s Bakery & Bistro.

Feb 2

Tues.

What’s On - the go!

Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

Wed.

Feb 5

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Wed.

Feb 5

ACTIVITIES

How Hospice Can Help.
Fourth in a series of free info
sessions. Call 250-537-1022 to
book space. Hayward’s Funeral
Home. Noon to 1 p.m.
Texas Holdem Poker.
See last week’s listing.
Improvisational Comedy
Workshop.
See last week’s listing.

Billie Woods and Wesley
Hardisty.
Music and Munch recital at All
Saints. Free music followed by
optional $5.50 lunch. 12:10
p.m.
The Road to Mecca - Preview
Performance.
An Active P.A.S.S. production
of the play by Athol Fugard,
starring Lynda Jensen, Marit
Christiansen and Scott Hylands.
Directed by Scott Hylands.
Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m.

if you have an event
for the events
calendar EMAIL:
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Saltspring Driftwood Ad JAN 30th What’s On 3.3125 x 1.75 B&W

Seedy Saturday
Weekend
Seed and Plant Swap & Sale – Plus Workshops
and More
Saturday, Feb 8th & Sunday, Feb 9th
SSI Farmers’ Institute

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

EXHIBITIONS

• Members of the Salt Spring Arts Council
exhibit works at the public library’s Program
Room through January. Artists include Patricia
Brown, Christine Clark, Stefanie Denz, Barbra
Edwards, Sean Goddard, Gillian McConnell, Amy
Melious, Gillean Proctor, Gillian Smith, Michela
Sorrentino, and Robert Steinbach. Opening hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday. In February,
the Salt Spring Guides will have displays in the
program room and display case.
• The Salt Spring Photography Club presents
Bob Rogers at the Country Grocer cafe through
January.
• Doug Rhodes has multi-media pieces showing at
Penny’s Pantry.
• Paintings of the North by Judith Currelly is now
showing at Duthie Gallery. Winter hours are Friday
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m, or by appointment at
250-537-9606.
• SOLID at the Market Place (in Gasoline Alley) shares
African art by Louise Adelle.
Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art on McPhillips Avenue
is closed for a winter break and will re-open Feb. 2.

www.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online
comprehensive interactive calendar of events listings

imagine - comfort on wheels

Squeeze Me!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com
The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE
UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd
2nd St.
St. Duncan
Duncan

1-800-593-5303
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
9-5pm
Mon.-Sat.
Sun11-4pm
11-4
Sun.

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
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islanders abroad

Canadian-Peruvian NGO requests small donations
Rose Prieto volunteering
for textiles group
Salt Spring resident Rose Prieto has spent the last four months
volunteering with an NGO called
Mosqoy in Cusco, Peru, and hopes
islanders can provide some needed
items to the communities it serves.
Mosqoy assists Quechua communities through two main programs: the Q’ente Textile Revitaliza-

tion Society and the Andean Youth
Fund.
“Q’ente buys traditional textiles
from six partner communities in
the Sacred Valley of Peru and then
sells them in Canada at a fair trade
price,” Prieto explains. “The Andean
Youth Fund provides post-secondary scholarships to disadvantaged
youth from the Sacred Valley.”
Prieto volunteers for the Q’ente by
travelling to six partner communities
once a month to hold community

meetings and buy textiles.
“I respect the work that Mosqoy
does in Peru, and feel blessed to have
the opportunity to travel to, and collaborate with, Quechua communities.”
Four of the six communities are
accessible only by foot. During hikes
to the communities, an Andean
youth student accompanies Prieto
to translate from Spanish to Quechua and vice versa. In the past few
months Prieto has realized that

This Week’s

FAMILIES

NY baby makes late entrance
Hospital birth has comforts of home
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D r i f t w o o d S ta f f

With a due date of Jan. 2, Mana Nakata and Lionel
Demandre knew they had a pretty good chance of
producing Salt Spring’s first baby of the year.
They were right, even though Nakata went two
weeks past her due date. Their baby boy, born at
5:12 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 15, still managed to
capture the title for 2014.
Nakata and Demandre had in fact suspected the
newest member of their family would arrive in time
for Christmas of 2013, as it would be a second birth:
the couple’s first child Amelie is four years old. But
as the due date approached and then passed, having a New Year’s baby seemed less and less likely.
Also becoming less likely was the family’s wish
to have a home birth on Salt Spring with midwife
Maggie Ramsey, just as they did for Amelie.
As the pregnancy continued, Nakata was sent to
Victoria General Hospital to check the health of her
placenta. Everything still looked good for a home
birth at the first of these appointments on Jan. 13,
but she was instructed to come back every two
days. They decided not to book an appointment for
inducement.
“Maggie said, ‘Just wait, it’s healthy,’” Nakata
said.
On the evening of Jan. 14 the couple engaged in
a lot of natural methods to start labour, including
acupuncture and watching a funny movie. But on
Wednesday morning it still seemed birth was going
to be a ways off. They had instructions from Ramsey about what to do if labour started on the ferry,
but the ride was also uneventful. The family even
enjoyed some shopping in Sidney on the way to
their 1 p.m. appointment.

Photo by Elizabeth Nolan

Baby boy born to Mana Nakata and Lionel Demandre on Jan. 15.
Nakata’s labour finally started during her doctor’s
appointment at VGH, and it progressed so rapidly
there was no time to get back home.
“Luckily the staff was wonderful,” Demandre said.
“There was a midwife named Joanne who was an
angel, the staff played with Amelie and they let us all
sleep in the same room.”
“The birth was a great one, just like being here,”
Nakata confirmed. “Lionel and Amelie were there
supporting me. It was magical.”
“Really, we have the feeling of being blessed by this
amazing group of people at Victoria General Hospital. We [would have] liked to have a home birth, but
thanks to them it was wonderful,” Demandre said.
Nakata added that she felt extremely well-supported by the entire system of care and by Ramsey’s
ability to connect with other midwives off-island.
The name of the new baby boy might not be
announced for some time, as the family searches
for something that works in both Japanese and
French. They said it took three months to name
Amelie.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Piloting skills evident at bridge games
Nobody crashed and
burned in January
By JILL EVANS
D r i f t wo o d Co n t r i b u to r

“Coming in on a wing and a
prayer
Coming in on a wing and a
prayer
Though there’s one motor
gone
We can still carry on
Coming in on a wing and a
prayer.”
Remember that, anyone old
enough? Well, bridge on Jan. 13
(yes, the 13th, for the triskaidekaphobiacs) was rather like

Q’ente is missing some essential
gear. For this reason, she is requesting the support of her home community in the form of the following
donations.
• A warm sleeping bag
• A dry bag for the sleeping bag
• Two rain coats
• Two sets of rain pants
• A medium-sized first aid kit
• One 40- to 60-litre hiking back
pack
Note: These items may be new or

BridgeTricks
that, what with trump suits
splitting 5-0 in hand after
hand. However, among the six
and a half tables that night, the
skilled pilots landed shakily
but safely.
Top of the list overall were the
North-South winners, George
Laundry and Paul Retallack,
with Ian Thomas and Zelly Taylor second in line. Third place
in that group were Patr icia
Brown and Blanche Poborsa.
Among the East-West flyers Patricia Hewett and Bob
Mo r r i s e t t e c a m e f i r s t , f o l -

lowed by Joanne Elizabeth and
Jill Evans, then Liz and Oleh
Mycyk. Nobody crashed and
burned, praise be.
By Jan. 20, among the six full
tables the Mycyks must have
taken on some jet fuel which
propelled them into stratospheric heights above the rest
of the crowd. Cruising to second space below them was the
Elizabeth-Evans pair, with the
Laundry-Retallack partnership
following along and Charles
Kahn with Judy Norget coming
in fourth.
For info about these games,
please contact George Laundry
at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.

Horoscope

used, but must be donated by Feb. 9.
People should send an email to
textiles@mosqoy.org if they would
like to donate, including their name,
where they live on the island and the
item. Prieto’s mother will collect the
items to bring to Peru in February.
Prieto promises to provide a photo
of the item being used on a hiking
trip and a hand-woven bracelet for
each donor.
More information is available at
mosqoy.org, or mosqoy.org/blog.

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.888.352.2936

Tip of the Week:

The New Moon in Aquarius takes place on January 30 at 1:38 pm PST. This is the official
moment of Chinese New Year… of the Wood Horse, even though the calendar usually marks it as
the day after because China is so many hours ahead of us here in ‘the West’. The cycle of the Water
Snake, which has been so powerfully transformational for so many, and difficult too, is finally
over. Of course, this transformation may have proven very positive for some. The implications of
any cycle are never pat. It all depends on the experience of each person: a rainy day could spoil the
day at the beach for some but be exactly what the fisherman wants… As well, there are ever many
cycles to consider. So every case must be approached on its own ground, as is true with medicine
and many other aspects of life as well. This is certainly true in Astrological practice. Generally,
the Wood Horse stands to be a very dynamic, ‘growth oriented’ and fast-paced year. In her popular
book: Handbook of Chinese Horoscopes, Theodora Lau writes the following about the Horse in
general: “I am the kaleidoscope of the mind. I impart light, color and perpetual motion. I think,
I see, I am moved by perpetual fluidity. Constant only in my inconstancy, I am unshackled by
mundane holds, unchecked by sturdy, binding goals. I run unimpeded through virgin paths, my
spirit unconquered – my soul forever free.” This offers a hint about the overall flavour of the year.
It is a poetic description I might lend to Mercury Retrograde…. So saddle-up and get ready for an
exciting and probably wild ride. P.S. The mid-point of winter which is celebrated as Candlemas,
or what is also called Imbolc and Groundhog Day, occurs on February 2nd.
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
A strong assertion of your sense of individuality
will be evident now. This may be a challenge for
others. However, you probably want harmony
and are making extra efforts to keep the peace.
Practicality is part of your motivation; conflict
is stressful and costly. Even a pioneer like you
knows that it is wise to tread softly sometimes
when entering new territory.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
You are at a peak in your cycle and should be
getting all the attention you want and need.
You are in a visionary mood and your sights
are set on the future. Finances and investments
are clearly featured in your bottom line.
This includes strategic efforts to forge new
alliances. Focus to clear any confusions and
misunderstandings in your communications
with others.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
A rush of imaginative thoughts and ideas are
flowing now. You would like to be heard but
may not know exactly how. Deciphering where
you stand and how to best present yourself
in the world feels extra important. Turning to
teachers, mentors and guides is likely and ideal.
Quality connections and shared expressions
with friends now is a key to your success.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
Contending with some of the deeper questions
of life continues. Changes and possibly endings
require sobering thought and action. These
likely include finances, inheritances, taxes and/
or wills and so on. Changes and improvements
at home for a more efficient flow are featured.
You are in a good position to get the support
and attention you want, especially if you ask.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
A breath of new life is producing some
excitement in your relationships. Inspired
and energized, you are determined to respond
assertively. Good thing too because it requires
that you give more than usual. Something is
ending and another is beginning. This may be
stirring some fears, or at least some nervous
excitement. Be proactive to realize your
dreams.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
A busy cycle is underway. Yet, it includes inner
work as well as outer. This implies overcoming
fear, doubts, confusion, apathy, procrastination
and/or limited thinking in general. As well,
your focus could be upon clearing negative
attitudes, behaviour patterns and/or blind spots,
denials and deceptions in your relationships.
Either way, ‘get her done’.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
On one hand you are in the mood to play and
socialize. On the other hand you are moved
to clean, clear, improve and beautify at home,
and/or you need to attend to important family
matters. You are in an assertive mood yet you
also want to proceed cooperatively. Security
is on your mind and this includes financial
concerns and interests.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Home is where your heart is and you might
wish that your body could remain there longer
these days. This cycle will only last a few
weeks so try to make the most of it. You want a
change of patce at least and possibly of lifestyle
altogether. It could all amount to simply
needing some downtime and space. Get cozy,
recharge and rejuvenate.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
Travels in body, mind, heart and/or soul are
a source of excitement now. You are thirsty
for knowledge and experience. Bored by
conventional thinking and approaches, you
could even be taking a ride on the wild side. Yet
as willing as you are to cover a lot of ground,
you would like to get paid as well. Clarify your
goals and get inventive.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Financial ambitions, interests and possibly
concerns are on your mind. Exchanging
thoughts and ideas with someone who will
listen is important to you. You want support and
recognition from your ‘partners’ especially. As
willing as you are to learn, you also want to be
heard and to share your ideas, plans, schemes
and dreams.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
You are in a pioneering mood. Yet, you do
not want to go alone. Neither do you want
to go with just anyone. At least you want the
company of someone special, someone you
love and who feels the same toward you.
Recognition or fanfare is hardly necessary. In
fact, you would rather remain below the radar.
A romantic get-away would do nicely.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
A busy time behind the scenes where you
want to get a lot done has begun. With your
creative juices flowing so strongly, you could
get impressive results. The turn now includes
a desire for important and meaningful dialogue
or correspondences with your partner(s).
Ambitions to increase your income and
improve your financial status in general are
prime motivations.
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IN MEMORIAM GIFTS

Ethel Margaret Futers Fulton
It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of E.
Margaret Fulton on January 22, 2014 at the age of 91, on
her beloved Salt Spring Island. A full life with exceptional
accomplishments, Margaret Fulton exuded a rare zest
for living and learning that had a profound impact on
everyone who knew her. Dr. Fulton to her peers, Margaret
to her friends, and Aunt Peg to her family will be missed,
but remembered by all.
Margaret was born in Birtle, Manitoba on September
8th, 1922, as the seventh and youngest child of Ernest and
Ethel Fulton. While raised on the farm and learning all of
the same work habits exempliﬁed by her older siblings, her passion was education.
Margaret completed her Grade 12 at the Birtle Consolidated School in 1941, and
graduated from Winnipeg Normal School in July, 1942. That Fall, she began a
teaching career at Penrith, a one room rural school, and never looked back. The
next two years she taught Grades 7 and 8 at Russell School and in 1945 she moved
to Dauphin Collegiate to teach Grades 9 and 10.
During the war years her summers were spent back on the farm helping with
all the farm work. By 1947 with the war over, her brothers had returned to
take up farming and her parents retired to Birtle. Margaret was free to take a
teaching position at the Fort William Vocational School in Ontario. Committed
to lifelong learning, she completed a B.A. at the University of Manitoba, an M.A.
at the University of British Columbia, and a Ph.D. at the University of Toronto.
She subsequently spent seven years teaching at Waterloo Lutheran University
before accepting a position as Dean of Women at UBC in 1974. In 1978 Margaret
became the President of Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax until 1986.
From 1986 to 1996, she was an Adjunct Professor at UBC. She holds 15 honorary
degrees, an Ofﬁcer in the Order of Canada, and holds the Governor General’s
“Commemoration of Persons” Award.
Margaret was a well-known Canadian educator, administrator, social
activist, feminist and volunteer. She has been recognized both nationally and
internationally for her efforts in women’s education and more recently for seniors’
health serving as Chair of the Seniors’ Advisory Committee to the Ministry of
Health in BC. She was a Vice-Chair of the Women’s World Summit Foundation,
Geneva, an NGO committed to further education, health and equality for rural
women.
Much in demand as a consultant on government and university committees
and as a keynote speaker and conference panelist, Margaret challenged myths and
misperceptions surrounding the education and role of women. She has been the
subject of a full length documentary, A Round Peg, and of a full length book
biography by Dr. James Doyle called, Transformations: The Life of Margaret Fulton,
Canadian Feminist, Educator and Social Activist (ECW Press, 2006). As chronicled
in Doyle’s biography she was empowered by her ability for public speaking:
“For the ﬁrst time I had the power of speech – I saw what could be done with words,
for I had a vision of a new world as I talked.”
Margaret retired to Salt Spring Island in 1996, but continued to be actively
involved in a variety of organizations through the remaining years of her life.
Throughout her life, family was always foremost in Margaret’s life. She was a
strong force in the lives of her 17 nephews and 7 nieces, and the growing legion
of great-nieces, nephews and then great-great nieces and nephews. She showed
genuine interest and great love for each new addition to the Fulton clan, and
travelled far and wide keeping connections strong between all the generations.
She was truly one of the vital threads connecting all of us.
Her wonderful sense of humor and distinctive laugh drew one and all to her
side, and her tremendous spirit of adventure took us all along for the ride. Her
great many friends, both old and new, are a wonderful reﬂection of the person
Margaret was. Her Salt Spring friendships have been a great support in recent
years. Margaret’s 90th birthday celebration on Salt Spring in 2012 brought family
and friends, old and new, together to form a wonderful memory for all of us.
Margaret is survived by her sister Eva Robinson, her large extended family,
numerous friends, and an extensive educational legacy. She will be sorely missed.
A special thanks to all the doctors, medical attendees and care givers that helped
Margaret in the past few years.
A Celebration of Life for Margaret will be held at the Salt Spring United Church
(111 Hereford Ave, Ganges) at 2:30PM on Saturday February 8th. Friends and
family are invited to attend a reception following the Service at Harbour House
Hotel. Interment will follow in May in Birtle, Manitoba. More details on this
service will be posted to the website: http://www.forevermissed.com/e-margaretfulton/
Margaret Fulton was a great supporter of many organizations and causes over
her lifetime and would be pleased that donations are being made in her name to
any of these ventures. We also know that Margaret saw her time as President of
Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax as the opportunity to put into action
many of her ideas and beliefs and as such contributions to the Mount would
certainly meet her wishes: https://forms.msvu.ca/donate/

Regina Hanna Toby
OCTOBER 1924 - JANUARY 23, 2014
Regina passed away in the comfort of Greenwoods on January
23, 2014. Raised in Montreal until meeting her pre-deceased
husband Kenneth Toby, moved to Vancouver in 1948.
Reggie was an avid traveler, enjoying frequent trips
throughout the world. Her other passions included sunny
Scrabble games, sewing and other crafts. Moved to Salt Spring
Island in 1968 and enjoyed ocean adventures. Reggie is survived
by her daughter Nadine, son Peter and numerous grandchildren.
Our family would like to thank Dr. Woodley and the caring
staff of Greenwoods.

TM

TIMOTHY MICHAEL
McBRIDE
Feb. 15, 1958 - Jan. 17, 2014

Tim was born in Hanna, Alberta
and attended school in Calgary. He
moved to DeWinton in 1989 and
remained there until retiring to Salt
Spring in 2001. Tim used his early
retirement to pursue his interests in
classic cars, golf and heavy equipment.
He was loved by all his family,
especially his two daughters, Jenna
and Michelle. The McBride family
invites you to a CELEBRATION
OF LIFE, Feb. 15, 2014, 1-4pm, at 126 Little Mountain
Road. Come join us as we remember Tim and raise a glass
in tribute to the life he shared with us all.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMING EVENTS
QUALITY
ASSURANCE
course for Health Canada’s
Commercial Marijuana Program. February 22 & 23 Best
Western Hotel, Kelowna, BC.
Tickets: www.greenlineacademy.com or 1-855-860-8611 or
250-870-1882.
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Heather Lynne Spain
(nee Edwards)
October 21, 1946 January 19, 2014
(
Heather died peacefully at
home on Salt Spring Island,
surrounded by family, after
a short battle with cancer. She is survived by her
mom Win Edwards (98) of Salt Spring; son Shawn
(Candice) Spain of Black Creek; daughter Shelly
Spain of Langley; sisters Sandy Robley and Sharon
Renton of Salt Spring; her friend Michael Shah
of Salt Spring; grandchildren Tiffany, Sophie, Zac,
Colby and Danica of Langley; Larissa and Dawson
of Black Creek; her great granddaughter Amy of
Langley; and her nieces and nephews.
Heather loved camping, kayaking, aqua aerobics,
walking the “boardwalk stroll” with her dog Bella,
meeting her “cronies” at the Treehouse Cafe, the
ocean, and her family. She had paddled most of
Vancouver Island and could tell many stories of her
great trips. She cherished the view from her home,
and loved to watch the ocean from her deck.
Heather was born in Vancouver and spent her
childhood in North Vancouver, where she lived
until she married. She lived in Langley, on Savary
Island, and then moved to Salt Spring in 1987.
Heather will be sadly missed by her friends and
family.
In lieu of ﬂowers, donations can be made to the
Canadian Cancer Society or the Lady Minto Ladies
Auxiliary Association (Thrift Store) in her name.
A small, private service will be held at
a later date.

News Updates

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

Dorothy Apple, nee Hibberd
April 18, 1925 (Toronto, Ontario) January 22, 2014 (Salt Spring Island, BC)
The only daughter of Arthur Hibberd and
Marguerite Joncas Hibberd, Dorothy was pre-deceased
by her four brothers and her parents.
She is survived by her two daughters and sons-in-law,
Lyn Joncas (Jean-Pierre) and Alix Whitﬁeld (Clive).
Dorothy achieved her Bachelor of Arts from the
University of Toronto and her Masters in Library
Science from Washington State University.
Dorothy retired to Salt Spring Island in 1991
after thirty years teaching special education in inner
city Toronto and 6 years teaching Inuit teenagers
in Holman Island (Ulukhaktok) and Spence Bay
(Taloyoak) NWT.
Our mother loved her books, her music, her painting
and her sculpture.
Five years ago, at the onslaught of her illness,
Dorothy was determined to continue her life until
the end in her own house overlooking her own bit of
paradise, Twilight Island in Ganges Harbour. She
managed to remain at home until two days before her
passing at Lady Minto Hospital, on Salt Spring Island.
Lyn and Alix wish to thank everyone who was so
kind and supportive during their mother’s last years
of life: Dorothy’s doctors, David Woodley and Magda
Leon and their receptionists, the entire Beacon Home
Support staff, the Public Health Nurses, the oft-visiting
ambulance teams, the Lady Minto Hospital staff and
the excellent emergency room doctor and staff who
helped mother so much at the end.
Our mother will be loved and remembered always.
Having shared a portion of our mother’s full and
very rich life we have learned to make the most of our
own lives with those we love.
Mother requested that there be no memorial services.

NO
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PERSONAL SERVICES
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

DID YOU KNOW? BBB Accredited
Businesses
must
pass a comprehensive screening process. Look for the 2013
BBB Accredited Business Directory E-edition on your Black
Press Community Newspaper
website at
www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to
http://vi.bbb.org/directory/
and click on the 2013 BBB
Accredited Business Directory

Marine Technician

LOST AND FOUND

TRAVEL
TIMESHARE
CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program. Stop mortgage and maintenance Payments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consultation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248.

AL’S ASIAN TREAS.Jan.15

LEGAL SERVICES

Primary duties include maint.
troubleshooting & repair of
diesel & gas marine engines.
Knowledgeable in vessel
electrical
systems.
Must
have own tools and a valid
drivers license.
Compensation Based
On Experience.
Please forward resume to
vancouveroutboard@
telus.net

FOUND! Will the 6 year old
boy who was shopping with
Mom in Love My Kitchen
please come back & claim
your special woven Guatemalan wallet or call 250 537-5882
LOST SOMETHING? Stop in
at the Visitor’s Centre. Car
keys to raincoats. W.H.Y.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

THERE IS a critical need for
Medical
Transcriptionists
across Canada. Work from
home. CanScribe graduates
welcome and encouraged to
apply. Apply through MTR at
www.hds-mt.com/jobs

HELP WANTED

TRAVEL

NOW HIRING Class 1 Drivers
to transport dangerous goods
for oilfield service company in
northern Alberta. Competitive
wages, benefits and lodging.
Experience hauling fluids preferred. Send an email to:
dispatch@brekkaas.com.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
COMPUTER SERVICES

PERSONAL SERVICES
COUNSELLING
JAN Saunders, MA, Registered Clinical Counsellor welcomes new and returning clients to her new office location
at #102-3212 Jacklin Rd.
Please contact
jan@jansaunders.com,
250-213-9923 or
www.jansaunders.com for appointments or information

CALL BOB’S Computer Service for troubleshooting, software & networking support.
We do house calls. 250-5372827 or cell 250-538-7017.
Please go & back-up your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

HEALTH PRODUCTS

if you have an event
for the events
calendar EMAIL:
SEE WEEKLY
HOROSCOPE
ON PAGE 15

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com
CENTURY PLAZA HOTEL
Best Rates. 1.800.663.1818

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

Capital Regional District
Notice of

Budget Meeting
Beddis Water Service Commission
Date: Friday, February 28, 2014
Time: 1:00 pm
Place: Portlock Park Meeting Room
145 Vesuvius Bay Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC
For information please contact the Salt Spring Island
Electoral Area ofﬁce at 250.537.4448.

INFORMATION
ADVERTISE in the
LARGEST OUTDOOR
PUBLICATION IN BC
The 2014-2016 BC
Hunting Regulations
Synopsis

The most effective way to
reach an incredible number
of BC Sportsmen & women.
Two year edition- terrific
presence for your business.

Please call Annemarie
1.800.661.6335
email:
ﬁsh@blackpress.ca

Capital Regional District
Annual General Meeting
Salt Spring Island
Fulford Water Service Commission

For information please contact the Salt Spring Island
Electoral Area ofﬁce at 250.537.4448.

Capital Regional District
Notice of

Annual General Meeting
Cedar of Tuam Water Service Commission
Date: Monday, February 24, 2014
Time: 1:00 pm
Place: Fulford Hall -OAP Meeting Room
2591 Fulford Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC
For information please contact the Salt Spring Island
Electoral Area ofﬁce at 250.537.4448.

EXCITING NEW Canadian
Business
Opportunity.
Available in your area! Min investment req’d. For more info,
call 1-866-945-6409.
GET FREE vending machines.
Can earn $100,000 + per year.
All cash-retire in just 3 years.
Protected territories. Full details call now 1-866-668-6629.
Website www.tcvend.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Notice of

Date: Friday, February 28, 2014
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Fulford Hall -OAP Meeting Room
2591 Fulford Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ANTI-AGING
BUSINESS
Goldmine! #1 Baby Boomer
Market in US. Prime Turn-key
locations available. $12K(min.
Invest)=$50K+ Yearly! Call today: 1-888-900-8276. 24/7.

LEARN FROM home. Earn
from home. Huge is a demand
for Medical Transcriptionists.
Start your online learning today with CanScribe Career
College.
www.canscribe.com
Call 1.800.466.1535 or email:
info@canscribe.com

CHILDREN

CHILDREN

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

We are a complete cloth diaper pickup/
delivery service. Once a week our
friendly driver will arrive in our pink van
and exchange your dirty cloth diapers
for nice clean ones. Convenient and
affordable, from just $25.55/week! We
make cloth diapering as easy as using
disposables. No rinsing or scraping
required. You can enjoy more time
with baby while we take care of your
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to
bring our awesome service to Salt Spring!

Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com
or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377
for more info or to get started!

THE LEMARE GROUP is
accepting resumes for the
following positions:
•Heavy Duty Mechanics
•Feller Buncher
•Coastal Log Scalers
•Grapple Yarder Operators
•Off Highway Logging Truck
Drivers
•Processor Operators
•Hand Buckers
•Coastal Certiﬁed Hand Fallers
Fulltime camp with union
rates/benefits.
Please send resumes by fax to
250-956-4888 or email to
office@lemare.ca
THE LEMARE GROUP
is accepting resumes for the
following positions:
• Camp Cooks (Red Seal
Chef an asset)
• Camp Bull Cooks
Please send resumes by fax to
250-956-4888 or email to
office@lemare.ca

TRADES, TECHNICAL
GPRC, Fairview Campus, Alberta needs Power Engineering Instructors. No teaching
experience,
no
problem.
Please contact Brian Carreau
at 780-835-6631 and/or visit
our website at www.gprc.ab.ca
HIRING in Fort St John, BC.
MILL ELECTRICIANS with experience. Wage up to $50/hr.
Housing
&
Benefits.
Shift-7days on/ 7off. Email resume: tom@fsjelec.com or fax
250-630-2114 Ph: 250-2634350
JOURNEYMAN HEAVY
DUTY MECHANICS
Fort McMurray & Leduc Alberta
Gladiator Equipment Ltd.
has immediate positions for
Journeyman Heavy Duty, off
road Certified Mechanics for
work in Fort McMurray and Leduc, Alberta. Excellent wages
and benefits.
www.gladiatorequipment.com
fax 1-780-986-7051.
hr@gladiatorequipment.com
hr@gladiatorequipment.com

Remind your
Special
Someone(s)
just how
Special they
are!

WHY YOUR Fat Friends Will
Hate You When You Lose
Weight! As Seen On TV, RiskFree 60 Day. Toll-Free 1-800804-1381.
www.FatLossFAQ.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or
upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computeraided drafting, we’ll quickly
produce the working drawings you’ll take to your
contractor.
PLEASE CALL
HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

DROWNING IN debt? Cut
debts more than 60% & debt
free in half the time! Avoid
bankruptcy! Free consultation.
www.mydebtsolution.com
or
Toll free 1-877-556-3500 BBB
Rated A+
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com
IF YOU own a home or real
estate, Alpine Credits can lend
you money: It’s That Simple.
Your Credit / Age / Income is
not an issue. 1.800.587.2161.

LEGAL SERVICES
CRIMINAL RECORD? Don’t
let it block employment, travel,
education, professional, certification, adoption property rental opportunities. For peace of
mind & a free consultation call
1-800-347-2540.

HAULING AND SALVAGE

STRONG WOMAN
HAULING
~ Has a new phone
number~

Call 250-616-3364
A full service, I move
it all, junk removal
company!

Place a classified ad for just $14 and you can let them and
everyone else know on Feb. 12th!
So, if you’ve got an awesome husband/wife/partner, great mom/
dad, super kids, wonderful friends, fantastic employees, faithful
pets, etc. why not let everyone know?
Call Johanna at the Driftwood today to book your space,
250-537-9933 or send
your info to jwalkner@driftwoodgimedia.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
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HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

RENTALS

RENTALS

TELEPHONE SERVICES

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

STORAGE

DISCONNECTED
PHONE?
National Teleconnect home
phone service. No one refused! Low monthly rate! Calling features and unlimited long
distance available. Call National Teleconnect today! 1866-443-4408. or visit online:
www.nationalteleconnect.com

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights,
baydoor, upstrs office, bthrm.
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

REAL ESTATE
ACREAGE
TO BUY or Rent - Acreage
with 2 Dwellings, separate
suite or zoned for 2 dwellings.
Good soil, sun, water appreciated. 250 538-5538

RENTALS
APARTMENT/CONDO
OCEAN VIEW SUITE! Bright 2
bdrm 900sq. ft. bsmt suite w
near-new appl. incl. priv. w/d.
NP, NS, LT, centrally loc’d.
$900 + utils. Ref’s. req’d. Avail.
immed . 250-537-0793

HOMES FOR RENT

2006 SMART CAR convertible. $7,900. Diesel, 65
miles/gal, 68,000 km, extra
winter tires on rims, tow package
bike/ski/carrier.
Call:
250 537-4965

MOTORCYCLES

A VERY nice 2 BDRM home
in Vesuvius $1150/mo. Sunny,
open, view, FP, decks, plus
utils. Call 250 537-2809

SUITES, LOWER
LGE 1 BR, bright, clean, wellmaintained, modern, ground
level suite avl. long-term for
quiet, mature adult. Priv. entr.
Vesuvius. W/D. N/S. N/P. Ref.
req. $835/mo. incl. util. Avl.
Immed. Ph 250-537-7013

TRANSPORTATION

HOMES FOR RENT

AUTO FINANCING

ISLAND EXPLORER

Property Management Ltd. &
Real Estate Services
____________________________

BOATS
Auto Financing 1.800.910.6402

1976
30FT
VERL
900
$27,000. 250-507-3257
http:/miellyttava.webstarts.com
OLDE STYLE - Converted
Gillnetter 35’ X 10’, 125hp
Chrysler Crown gas engine.
$10,000. Rod 250-538-8304

GET
NOTICED

Large Ocean Front Home
Two separate living spaces each with their own
kitchen, living room, laundry, bedrooms and
bathrooms, shared entry, indoor pool, private dock,
three car garage, avail immed, long term ..............$3000

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR SALE

2007 26RKS GULF BREEZE
TRAVEL TRAILER. $14,900.
Excellent
condition.
Very
clean, well maintained and
looks like new inside. One
slide-out. Sleeps 6. Queen
bed. Brand new tires, combination
convection/microwave
oven, HDTV (120 and 12 volt)
with Blu-Ray DVD player and
5.1 surround sound. Comes
with 4 stabilizer jacks, propane
tanks, spare tire, new deep cycle battery, small propane bbq
as well as the hitch, load bars
and an anti-sway stabilizer.
Dry weight 5030lbs GVWR
7460lbs. Call Paul @ 250-5262626

MARINE

2 Bedroom Ocean View
Close to town, top level, electric & wood heat, W/D,
N/S, N/P, long term,
Avail Nov 1st ...............................................................$1150

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492

2009 HARLEY DAVIDSON,
Fat Bob, still on warranty.
Bags, windshield, mint cond.
$12,000 250 537-7350

OLDER 24FT MOTORHOME,
good condition, lots of new
parts, $3,900. 250 653-9820.

1 Bedroom Mid Island Home
1 bathroom, on shared property, wood & electric heat,
pet considered, W/D, avail Dec 1st, long term .......$750
Oceanview Cottage
Sunny and bright, walk to Vesuvius ferry, on bus
route, long term, avail immediately, N/S, suit single or
couple ............................................................................$950

CARS

SPORTS & IMPORTS

2 BDRM TOWNHOUSE fully
renovated, hardwood floors,
plush carpets, close to town,
2 decks, WD, 2 baths, storage
locker, $1,000. Avail. immed.
Call 250-537-6860.

SIDNEY 3 bdrm, 2 bath, and
recroom. Close to schools, bus,
shopping. $1500 Dean 778351-2244

TRANSPORTATION

2005 FORD Focus, 4 dr.hatch
back, 2.0L engine, automatic,
fr.wh.dr, 2 snow tires on front,
reg. maintained, 60038 kms.
Asking $4750. 250 537-2876

HOMES FOR RENT

CENTRAL, 2 BDRM designer
cabin for long term rental
Avail. Feb. 1, $950/mo. Call
250-653-9799

classiﬁed@driftwoodgimedia.com
COMMUNITY GROUPS

2003 Chevy Cavalier 4DR,
1owner, 158K, Std, racks - 6
tires $2400. obo 250-537-0669

UPPER GANGES CENTRE,
2nd Floor - 4 professional offices 272 sq.ft. at $275 & up.
Chair Lift, ample parking - call:
Mary Lou at 250-537-5528

CARS
1996 Dodge Caravan - $2000
2004 Sebring Convert, low
mileage, $9000 250 537-5773
2002 CHRYSLER Concord
Fully loaded - Good cond.
162,000km -Good tires $3250.
250-931-3645

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE -

New To You

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com Gulf Islands Driftwood

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

Published in the first
Driftwood of each month.
Send your submissions to
news@gulfislands
driftwood.com or drop
them off at the
Driftwood office.

Island Pathways AGM
celebrates 25 years
Silver anniversary event
highlights work of
transportation group
Everyone is invited to attend
Island Pathways’ quarter-century celebration of working on
behalf of pedestrians, cyclists
and motorized-scooter users on
Salt Spring.
Photos, presentations and
refreshments will all be part of
the festivities taking place from 2
to 5 p.m. at the ArtSpring gallery
on Sunday, Feb. 2.
The main feature of the afternoon will be a short, historical
re t r o s p e c t i v e w i t h p h o t o s o f
Island Pathways’ 25 years in busi-

ness.
“Our chair Brenda Guiled has
gone through our many boxes of
papers and photos to come up
with this valuable history,” said
board member Jean Gelwicks.
“Island Pathways has accomplished much in these 25 years
and we want to share this with
members and anyone interested
in the work we do. This presentation should inform us all.”
Also presenting a short talk on
Sunday will be John Rowlandson,
who Gelwicks says will “entertain
and amaze all with his news from
the world of cycling.”
The talks will be combined with
a short annual general meeting
and ser ving of cake and other
goodies.

WRITING

Youth writer talks shop
Presentation
charts
differences
between fiction
and TV writing
The Salt Spring
Public Librar y will
host a lively presentation by local children’s
writer Kim Thompson
on Thursday, Feb. 6.
During a free presentation beginning
at 7 p.m., Thompson
will speak about her
experience writing
for children’s television versus children’s
fiction, and about
the ever-expanding
young adult fiction
market.

Recently relocated
to
Salt
Spring, Thompson spent many years
i n To ro n t o w r i t i n g
scripts for children’s
cartoons before sitting down to write
her first novel. The
result, Eldritch
Manor, tells the story
of 12-year-old Willa
Fuller, who discovers
the cranky old folks
at the boarding house
where she works are
actually mythological creatures — a discovery that suddenly
makes her summer
deadly serious.
Eldritch Manor has
been nominated for
the Ontario Library
Association’s Silver
Birch Award and the

Rocky Mountain Book
Award, both readers’
c h o i c e a w a rd s f o r
juvenile fiction.
Thompson’s reading and presentation
will be followed by an
open discussion.
The event is wellsuited to anyone
interested in wr it ing for television for
a youth audience or
who is interested in
the publishing industry generally. Adults,
teens and children are
all welcome.
For more information, and for other
e v e n t s a t t h e Sa l t
Spring librar y, visit
http://saltspring.
bclibrary.ca/, or visit
t h e l i b ra r y ’s Fa c e book page.

Deadline
10 am
Tuesday

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card
EQUIPMENT/FIXTURES

GARAGE SALES

Would you like to make
your own sausages?
I have a perfectly sized
stainless steel commercial
grade meat grinder. Original
cost
$3,000. Offers welcome. 250-537-9790

LIONS GARAGE Sales &
Drop Offs: Fridays & Saturdays only, 10am - 12pm. Many
household items. We do not
accept large appliances, draperies or clothing. Drop-offs accepted only on Fri. & Sat.
morning. Please no garbage!!
103 Bonnet Ave.

FREE ITEMS
2 SINGLE beds with mattress,
head & foot board + 1 folding
cot. Call: 250 537- 4410

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD
GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Renovation sale fridge, dishwasher, stove, hot tub. Offers?
Delivery? 250 537-5773

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

STEEL
BUILDINGS/metal
buildings 60% OFF! 20x28,
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,
60x150, 80x100 sell for balance owed! Call 1-800-4572206 or visit us online at:
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca

2010 YARD MACHINES
2 stage SNOW THROWER,
30” auger. electric start, yard
light, manual & keys. NEVER
USED Best offer over $500.
Call: 250 537-9301
STEEL BUILDING. “The big
year end clear out!” 20x22
$4,259. 25x24 $4,684. 30x34
$6,895. 35x36 $9,190. 40x48
$12,526. 47x70 $17,200. One
end wall included. Pioneer
Steel
1-800-668-5422.
www.pioneersteel.ca

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
Older Kenmore full sized upright freezer - $100
COUGAR 2 CHARIOT double
stroller,
excellent
condition
with cycling attachment - $500
Call: 250 537-6481

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS.
Best price. Best quality. All
shapes & colours available.
1-866-652-6837
www.thecoverguy.com/
newspaper?

YAMAHA Disklavier DC5M4T
6’7” grand piano rec/plays,
quiet/silent modes w/remotes.
Exc. cond. Asking $50,000
Please call (250) 537-9659
More info at www.disklavier.ca

Place a classified ad for
just $14 and you can let
them and everyone else
know on Feb. 12th!

Remind your
Special
Someone(s)
just how
Special they
are!

So, if you’ve got an
awesome husband/wife/
partner, great mom/dad,
super kids, wonderful
friends, fantastic
employees, faithful pets,
etc. why not let
everyone know?
Call Johanna at the
Driftwood today to book
your space,
250-537-9933 or send
your info to jwalkner@
driftwoodgimedia.com

Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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sports&recreation

See our ad on page 3 for CLASSIFIED AD SPECIAL DETAILS.

See our ad on page 3
for CLASSIFIED AD
SPECIAL DETAILS

Don’t miss out
on this
opportunity to
SHARE THE LOVE!

Don’t miss out on this opportunity
to SHARE THE LOVE!

SOCCER

Westcastle men’s squad wins ‘foggiest game ever’
Women’s team wins, while time
runs out for Old Boys
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

If there were any daring saves and heroic
charges to be seen during Saturday’s match
between Westcastle FC and the Active Earth
Engineers, they’ll forever be concealed by an
intense fog that covered much of the action.
“It was the foggiest game I have ever seen,”
said team spokesperson Jordon Morrison. “I
can’t say too much more because I was in goal
and couldn’t see much of the game besides
what happened right in front of me.”
Morrison said he heard cheering about 20
minutes into the second half, but it took a few
minutes before a teammate told him that Josh
Byron had scored what would be the match’s
only goal.
“I can’t even describe the goal,” he said.
The victory, Salt Spring’s third in four match-

es, puts the team in a two-way tie for sixth
place in the Vancouver Island Soccer League’s
Division 3A. Westcastle FC’s next match will be
off-island on Saturday, Feb. 1 against struggling
Penelakut United (2-9-2).
In other soccer news, the Salt Spring Old
Boys’ impressive undefeated streak ended on
Sunday.
“The game against Gordon Head started with
some of the players in their own personal fog,”
said Graham Tweddle, the team’s spokesperson,
in his post-game report.
Within the match’s opening 45 seconds, Gordon Head’s forwards found a way to take advantage of some sloppy Salt Spring play and grab
an early lead. Within 10 minutes, Gordon Head
added a second goal and the Old Boys ended
the half down 3-1.
Gordon Head jumped ahead 4-1 early in the
second, but the Old Boys regained composure
and mounted a comeback attempt.
“Ten minutes to go and the Gordon Head
team were in shock,” Tweddle said. “Relentless

pressure and the score was 4-2, then the goal
of the game: a passing play with at least seven
passes and the goal of the season to make it
4-3.”
The Old Boys camped out in the opposition’s
half for the rest of the game but failed to score
the equalizer.
The Old Boys travel back to the same venue
in Victoria on Saturday, Feb. 1 to take on the
Gordon Head Gunners.
Salt Spring United found itself rattled and
down by a goal before players found their
groove during a Sunday afternoon game against
the Bays United Breakers. Sue-Anne Donaldson
and Lee Ann Norgard chipped in a pair of goals
to give Salt Spring a 2-1 lead ahead of the break.
Salt Spring maintained pressure in the second
half but was limited to a one-goal victory as a
result of Bays United’s sharp goalkeeping and a
Donaldson goal that was called back.
The O30B women’s team travels to the
Cowichan Valley on Feb. 2 to take on the Cougars.

Photo by Jen MacLellan

Salt Spring United’s Karen Clemson, left,
faces Bays opponent in Sunday’s game.

RUNNING

Sneakers step up their game at Cobble Hill
Salt Spring runners keep
pace with elites
By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Few people could have predicted the Salt Spring Sneakers’
impressive showing at the Vancouver Island Race Series season
opener earlier this month, and
even fewer expected them to follow up with better results in race

number two.
Eleven Sneakers lined up
among more than 500 participants registered for the Cobble
Hill 10K on Sunday morning.
Melanie Van Soeren was the
first Salt Spring runner to cross
the finish line, posting a time of
43:28 and a second-place ranking among the 25 racers in her
F25-29 group. Susan Gordon finished the race in 43:48 to grab
third in the F50-54 category and
Lise Fraser earned a bronze in

the F55-59 category with a time
of 47:49.
“There were a lot of athletes
displaying red sneakers as they
collected their awards,” wrote
team spokesperson Lynn Thompson in a post-race email.
Eric Van Soeren placed eighth
in his M60-64 group with a time of
46:30. Other finishers were: Karen
Curtin, 49:18; Janice Dickie, 49:38;
Marion Young, 49:51; Doug Wahlsten, 53:08; Catherine Bennett,
54:05; Lynn Thompson, 58:48;

and Julie Van Soeren, 60:21.
“Our club total was 148 for this
race and our total to date is 272,”
Thompson said. “This is more
than 100 points ahead of last
year.”
Salt Spring runners also had
at least four personal best times
during the event.
The Sneakers will try to continue the strong start to the 2014
running season at a 12-kilometre
event in Cedar on Feb. 9. Start
time is at 11 a.m.

Attention New
Salt Springers!

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition
Since 1930

Don't miss your opportunity
for a great welcome visit.
Call Marilyn today for your
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-4445

OUTDOOR REC

Trail and nature club hits the road in February
Mount Prevost trip
among expeditions
Nature Talk
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Dr.
Kent Mullinix, director of
Sustainable Food Systems
at the Kwantlen Polytech
University, presents Sustainable Food Systems for the
21st Century: Challenges,
Opportunity and a Vision at
7:30 p.m. in the Lions Hall.
Food systems are a primal
manifestation of our world
view. This presentation will
focus on examining the
challenges and transgressions of our present agricultural system to inform
and direct our thinking and
action towards creating a
sustainable food system as
the foundation and integral
element of sustainable community and society.

Hikers
Feb. 4: John Heddle leads
a very moderate, low altitude hike along the Trincomali trail and others in
Maracaibo. Carpool from
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m.
Feb. 11: Kees Visser will
lead a moderate but long
hike in Peter Arnell Park to
Bryant Hill and back. Meet
at ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. or
at the top of Stewart Road
behind the barrier at 10 a.m.
Feb. 18: Dan Dickmeyer
will lead a hike on new trails
on Maple Mountain off of
Osborne Road. With trail
names like Solar Coaster,
Lower Maple Syrup, and
Dark Forest it’s got to be
good. The hike is 12 kms
maximum with moderate
elevation gain. Meet at Portlock Park at 8:35 a.m. to carpool on the 9:10 ferry from
Vesuvius.
Feb. 25: Lynn Thompson

will lead a strenuous hike
up Mount Prevost (near
Duncan). Views from three
summit locations give a full
360 degree vista — hope for
a clear day. If weather conditions intervene, an alternate hike to Christie Falls
near Ladysmith will take
its place. Meet at Portlock
Park at 8:35 a.m. to carpool
for the 9:10 a.m. ferry from
Vesuvius.
Walkers
Feb. 4: Explore some
“hidden trails” south of
Ganges with Sheryl TaylorMunro. The walk will be
moderate with some steeper sections, beginning and
ending at ArtSpring. Meet at
ArtSpring at 10 a.m. Lunch
in Ganges, with a bag lunch
on a bench or in a cafe.
Feb. 11: Charles Kahn
leads a walk on Mount Erskine, starting from Trustees

Trail. He will go more slowly
on the steep parts. Meet to
carpool at ArtSpring at 10
a.m.
Feb. 18: Anke Smeele
leads an off-island walk,
checking out the winter/
spring blooming Glendale Gardens (approximately $8 entrance fee)
and trails around the
Horticulture Centre of
the Pacific on Quayle
Road (near West Saanich
Road). Take the 9 a.m. bus
or arrange car-sharing at
ArtSpring parking lot to
catch the 9:50 a.m. Fulford ferry. Return will be
on the 5 p.m. ferry.
Feb. 25: Doreen Fenton leads a Channel Ridge
walk, including a few steep
sections. Carpool yourselves at ArtSpring at 10
a.m. to meet the leader at
10:15 a.m. at the corner of
Broadwell and Tern.

Ramblers
Rain or shine, the Ramblers meet at 10 a.m. in
Centennial Park.
Feb. 4: Ramble with Kathy
Darling on the Island Pathways routes.
Feb. 11: Ramble with
Maureen and Sterling along
Churchill Road and beach.
Feb. 18: Ramble with
Betty Ball at Duck Creek.
Feb. 25: Ramble with Harold Page in Ruckle Park.
New Members
Interested in joining
us? Contact Barry Spence
(membership) at 250-5372332 or Nieke Visser (president) at 250-537-5443, or
come on Tuesdays to the
meeting point for the activity you are interested in.
Participants need to bring a
lunch and wear appropriate
footwear and outdoor clothing.

contractors
DIRECTORY
Please note the
email address for

Precise Painting
& Plaster
was incorrect.

The correct email
address is:

nealesmith@
dccnet.com
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Firstborn of
2014 Contest
Congratulations
to parents
Lionel Demandre, Mana Nakata
and
big sister Amelie.
Baby boy born
January 15, 5:12 p.m.
at
Victoria General Hospital

DR
AD

IMMEDI

Proudly donating
$50.00 Gift Certificate
1 FREE WEEK OF SERVICE
www.happyislanddiapers.com
1•866•922•7377

Please
and re
app

Proudly donating

www.saltspringnatureworks.ca

If you h
respon
the pro
make th

Proudly donating $25.00 Gift Certificate
www.westmoonkids.com 250-537-1966

$50.00 Gift Certiﬁcate

www.saltspringnatureworks.ca
★ in the heart of fulford village ★
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Silk
bedding,
accents,
Unique
giftsunique
for Momhome
& Baby
table linens, stylish clothing, books,
your
French &and
Thaiforfineallsoap,
classicmomentous
toys, jewelry,occasions!
art
supplies, and so much more.

Life is full
of stuff
and nonsense.
the meaning inside.
Life
is full
of stuff Look
andfor
nonsense.
Look for the meaning inside.
250-653-4620 www.stuffandnonsense.ca
653-4620
www.stuffandnonsense.ca
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If you have changes, please
thriftyfoods.com

respond ASAP thus allowing
the production team time to
make the changes indicated.

respond ASAP thus allowing
the production team time to
make
the changes indicated.
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If we do not receive a
If we do not receive a
1 year supply of Seventh generation
diapers to the new year’s baby
response by
MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

response by
up to or equal MONDAY
to
AT 5 PM
52 packages
this ad goes to press in this format.
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Islanders Serving Islanders since 1972
374 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island
250-537-8680
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