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250-537-4202

Tide Tables

Thursday, Dec. 22 to mark Chanukah. At right, islanders Joi Freed-Garrod and Susan Cogan join others in dancing once the menorah
is lit. Thursday’s event was the second annual one involving Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island communities.

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.
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Our Islands. Our World.

(Ganges

PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS: Rabbi Meir Kaplan of the Chabad of Vancouver Island lights a giant menorah in Centennial Park on

Vancouver)

ISLANDS TRUST

Trustees consider video recording of
monthly Trust committee meetings
Pilot project in
the works
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Meetings of the Salt
Spring Local Trust Com-

mittee could be playing
on a video screen near
you if trustees vote to
pursue a series of staff
recommendations
that support the video
recording of meetings.
Citing a need to

improve “methods of
community engagement around LTC business and policy decisions,” a Dec. 19 staff
report advises trustees
to contract a videographer to “record two LTC
meetings and provide
for web display on a
pilot basis.”
Staff also call on
trustees to direct staff
to engage a “public
engagement specialist
to evaluate and report
on the pilot project’s
success.”
Contract terms
would provide for the
recording and display
of the February and
March LTC meetings
with possible extension
through to May 2012 if
funding is approved by
Trust Council.
In 2 0 1 0 , a l o c a l
company offered the
“ball park” estimate of
$10,200 to videotape
and upload material
from between 10 and 15
seven-hour meetings.
Up to $15,000 is available for the pilot project.
The recommendations are on the agenda
for the Jan. 5 LTC meeting, the first on-island
public business meeting for new Salt Spring
trustees George Grams
and Peter Grove.
“Initial discussions
with Salt Spring trustees
indicate potential interest in piloting a video
record and web hosting
service that allows com-

munity members to
watch the LTC business
meetings from remote
locations,” states the
staff report.

Recorded
meetings are
being considered as part of a
broader
community
engagement
program . . . .
Research conducted
by LTC staff in 2010
shows video recording
of town council meetings is practised in Pitt
Meadows, North Vancouver, Nanaimo and
Duncan. The City of
Victoria suspended the
service after the company contracted to provide the service withdrew due to the time
commitment.
In most cases, recordings require the use of
more than one camera, a requirement that
would increase costs.
Staff noted that a decision to start the cameras

More daily ﬂights home from the mainland
• 6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and
Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in
Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main
YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other destinations,
including USA.

rolling at Salt Spring
LTCs could set a precedent for other islands
within the Islands Trust’s
jurisdiction.
“If the Local Planning
Committee decides to
proceed with the video
taping of meetings, this
could set a precedent
for constituents to
request video taping on
other islands and/or of
Trust Council quarterly
meetings and should,
therefore, be considered by the Trust Council Executive Committee as part of its responsibility for communications and the related
budget requests.”
Recorded meetings
are being considered as
part of a broader community engagement
program designed to
give citizens the opportunity to learn about
and influence decisions.
In November, former
trustees George Ehring
and Christine Torgrimson identified many
“gaps in standard community engagement
strategies” used on the
island, including public confusion about
the Islands Trust, roles
of staff, trustees and
citizens and the LTC’s
authority, shortage of
dedicated resources to
handle large volumes of
email, and limited experience with new and
emerging social media
techniques.

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

DOWNTOWN
VANCOUVER
HARBOUR

For scheduled ﬂight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your ﬂight on-line and
on a return trip airfare.

SAVE $5.00

GANGES
HARBOR

SEAIR
TERMINAL AT
VANCOUVER
INT’L
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT
AIRPORT

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

(Vancouver

Ganges)
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Heads up!
Polar Bear Swim
Sunday, JANUARY 1
Vesuvius Beach at 12 noon

EDUCATION

Connecting Generations celebrates 2nd anniversary
Coordinator expects
an even brighter new
year
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A Salt Spring school program that began as a modest
pilot project is on the verge of
celebrating its second anniversary with big plans for the
years to come.
Since it got underway at the
Gulf Islands Secondary School
in January of 2010, Connecting Generations has developed several branches, each
of which strives to link youth
and seniors in a fun, social and
educational setting.
The original idea was to
have students use island ”oldtimers” as living references for
independent study projects
that included fashion, health,
psychology, music, technology and culinary arts.
In the Grade 12 history and
Grade 11 socials programs,
students learned first-hand
from the experiences of Second World War veterans and
people who lived through the
Great Depression.
“I would love to talk with
people who have experienced
the things that we learn about
in school,” said one participating GISS student. “The
history we learn about, the
world wars and the time then
is fascinating and to have
firsthand information would
be really interesting”
While the youth get a sense
of life experience, the elders
who volunteer often become
inspired by the energy, expectations and optimism of a
younger generation.

“It’s really about breaking
down the stereotypes,” said
Sarah Hook-Nilsson, the
Connecting Generations’
program coordinator. “It was
quite impressive because
they can all see the benefit
of it. Connecting Generations is about bringing people
together.
It works both ways.”
Before participating in the
program, Hook-Nilsson said,
many older people would fear
teenagers, often crossing to
the other side of the road to
avoid getting too close. Others
just couldn’t relate or never
had an opportunity to engage
with island youth. At the same
time, most youth never give a
second thought to popping
into the Greenwoods eldercare facility for a chat.
The longer such habits
persist, Hook-Nilsson said,
the more entrenched and
irreversible they become.
It was those types of worries that persuaded HookNilsson to think about the
CG program when she
moved to Salt Spring in 2006
and it is the program’s success that has encouraged
her to keep forging ahead.
Thanks to seed funding
from the Salt Spring Island
Foundation and federal
government grant money
from Service Canada, along
with plenty of community
members who have become
involved, Hook-Nilsson has
expanded the program to
include forum-style meetings with adults to discuss
various careers. Along with
individual speakers, HookNilsson assembles panel
discussions that feature
various professionals who

work in a related field such
as health care.
These sessions, called
Bridging the Gap, are intended to give youth a closer look
at the rewards and challenges of a given career path
in an open question-andanswer environment.
“Many youth feel that they
can’t get enough of these
opportunities to talk openly
with ‘unagenda-ed’ adults
about their future,” she said.
“These forums are showing us the value of collaboration between peers and
between generations.”
Forum participant Philip Reece, co-owner of Salt
Spring Air, said his decision
to participate encouraged
him to collaborate with
youth. Reece’s intuition paid
off handsomely when he
listened to the advice of a
young employee who recommended the company
implement more social
media into its marketing
strategy.
The technological knowhow of today’s youth was
the basis for the relatively
new “Plugged In” initiative,
a series of classes designed
to bring older participants
into the digital generation by
helping out with email and
podcasts. In the short time
Plugged In classes have been
held, older “students” have
developed useful computer
skills and youngsters have
gained valuable confidence
and leadership qualities.
The effort is Hook-Nilsson’s attempt to promote
life-long learning along with
a healthier, smarter and
more supportive community. By supplementing a tra-

ditional approach to schooling with visits to islanders’
living rooms and businesses,
education turns into community building.
Based on its early success,
the CG program has become
the focus of a broader study,
funded by the University of
British Columbia, that looks
at efforts to engage the relatively high number of skilled
retirees in rural areas across
the province with high
school students.
Hook-Nilsson said she’s
confident the added attention stands to make 2012 a
very promising year for the
CG program Salt Spring and,
perhaps someday, its participants throughout British Columbia and the rest of
Canada.
“The goal is for this to
become not only a permanent part of the school
district, but also for it to
become a resource for other
schools,” she said. “This is
the way it should be.”

TOP PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON
BOTTOM PHOTO COURTESY CONNECTING GENERATIONS

At top, Salt Spring Fire Chief Tom Bremner meets with GISS
students in a Bridging the Gap career exploration session,
which receives Service Canada funding. Above, Shanti
Amal-Hill, a 2011 GISS grad, talks history with Naidine Sims, a
descendant of one of Salt Spring’s pioneer families.
For more information
about how to get involved
with any of the Connect-

ing Generations programs,
contact Hook-Nilsson at
shooknilsson@sd64.bc.ca.

smart meter program.
“BC Hydro cannot be
allowed to act with impunity, without regard to the
public interest, on a matter that raises serious concerns with respect to human
h e a l t h , e n v i ro n m e n t a l
integrity, individual privacy
and civil liberties,” reads
part of a press release sent
out on Dec. 22.
Citizens for Safe Technology argues the public interest is overshadowed by BC
Hydro’s failure to engage the
British Columbia Utilities
Commission in the smart
meters installation program.

Members of CST want the
commission to act on an
“urgent and interim basis,”
to freeze any and all activity being carried out by BC
Hydro on grounds the company has contravened section 45 (1) of the Utilities
Commission Act.

News briefs
Correction
A Dec. 21 story about the
Salt Spring Fire Protection
District’s fire hall proposal
incorrectly labelled the
nature of the application
before the Agricultural Land
Commission. The application is for non-farm use
within the Agricultural Land
Reserve, not removal of the
land from the ALR.

This week’s
paper
Since this paper was completed on Friday, Dec. 23 so

that Driftwood staff could
spend Christmas and Boxing days with their families,
it may be a bit light on news.
Readers should check our
website at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com for potential
updated news stories.

Woodward
honoured
Salt Spring’s Eric John
(Jack) Woodward is one of
28 B.C. lawyers to have been
appointed Queen’s counsel, a
designation bestowed by the
Attorney General’s office on
members of the legal profes-

sion to recognize exceptional
merit and contribution.
Successful candidates
demonstrate professional
integrity and good character
and must be members of the
B.C. bar for at least five years.
Woodward is known as a
leading expert in Aboriginal
law. He was an instructor and
adjunct professor of Aboriginal law at the University of
Victoria for 16 years, creating the university’s first credit
course in this field. He is the
author of Native Law, a leading text on Aboriginal law in
Canada. He started Woodward & Company LLP in

1988 and remains a practicing lawyer in the firm.
Woodward is also the coowner, with his wife Glenda,
of the Harbour House Hotel
and Restaurant.

Smart meters
draw legal
action
The province’s main antismart meter group has filed
a complaint under the province’s Utilities Commission
Act to seek an injunction
that could freeze the wireless
component of BC Hydro’s

Persnickety’s
the tops
Persnickety for Kids in
Grace Point Square has won
this year’s People’s Choice
Award in the Driftwood’s
annual Christmas decorating contest.

Give the gift of ﬂight.
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harbourair.com

250.537.5525
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NEWSBEAT
CLIMATE CHANGE

Feds’ decision
about Kyoto
upsets local
CAC director

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

SOME TWEETS
WE TWITTERED »
Since we did our paper early this week, our last tweet
was the GISS Alumni basketball tourney reminder
on Friday. But if any news happened since then, we
would have tweeted it!

FACEBOOK EXTRA »
Extra holiday season
photos.
Facebook.com/
gulfislandsdriftwood

FACEBOOK
FAN OF THE WEEK »
Brigitte Gonzalez is the
Driftwood’s Facebook
“Fan of the Week.” Pick up
your $10 Country Grocer
gift card at the Driftwood
office until Jan. 28, 2012.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

POLE REPAIRED: Cassandra Santilli-Giza sits near the barber shop pole
at Centennial Park, which had recently been taken down and shortened due
to rot at its base. The pole had been carved by the late Art Hopping and was
believed to be the largest barber-shop pole in Canada at the time. It was
installed at Gary Lundy’s barber shop near Moby’s Pub years ago. When Lundy
closed the shop he donated the pole to PARC.

STAY CONNECTED »
Be part of the Driftwood’s
online community.
Sign up for breaking news, a weekly news
digest E-dition, Facebook community updates,
and short, timely messages via Twitter.
gulfislandsonline.com/signup.html

COMMUNITY LINKS »
Looking for an online link
to the new PARC Leisure Guide?
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
look under “Community Links”

STAY INFORMED »
Read Tony Richards’ commentary
on local issues at
www.blogs.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.
com/tonyrichards

AQUA
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Finest ﬁrs
A VISIT TO THE
HEPBURNS'
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

BARBRA EDWARDS
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AN UNDERWATER GLIMPSE
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THE GALIANO CONSERVANCY'S
GRAND LAND DREAM
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FREE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Barb’s Buns
Chamber Office
Driftwood
Embe Bakery
Gallery 8
Harbour House Hotel
Harlan’s
Hastings House

Home Hardware
Raven St. Market Café
Island Star Video
ReMax • Royal LePage
Love My Kitchen
Salt Spring Books
Mistaken Identity Vineyards
TJ Beans
Natureworks
Uptown Pizza
Pattersons
Vesuvius Store
Pegasus Gallery
Vesuvius Ferry on Board
Pharmasave
Waterfront Gallery

Lamb says
decision fueled
by insanity and
stupidity

PARCS AND REC

Burgoyne ball fields
face uncertain future
Land owner won’t renew
PARC lease
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A property owner’s decision
to sell the site of the island’s few
south end baseball fields could
bring an end to a more than halfcentury Burgoyne Valley tradition
if nobody steps up to the plate anytime soon.
Jim Akerman said he will consider selling the land to a private
developer if the Salt Spring Island
Parks and Recreation Commission or another group doesn’t buy
the five-acre Fulford-Ganges Road
property.
PARC has two years before its
lease for the site and recreation
facilities expires. Citing a need to
think about his retirement, Akerman said he does not intend to
renew the lease. He approached
PARC general manager Kees Ruurs
with the news earlier this fall.
“I just wanted the community to
know that it is for sale,” Akerman
said on Monday. “It’s important
they know.”
The picturesque ball fields are
home to the island’s slo-pitch
league, junior players and other
unaffiliated users.
Kees Ruurs, PARC’s general manager, acknowledged he’d been in
touch with Akerman but could not
comment on any details about the
possible purchase of any land. He
said the subject has been raised
during an in-camera session with
commission members.

“We are always looking at ways
to improve the playing fields and I
can’t go into any real estate deals,”
he said.
He said improving the island’s
playing fields was identified as the
fourth highest priority in PARC’s
2010 strategic plan. The goal ranks
behind trails, beach access points
and the commission’s public relations efforts.
“We have done a decent job on
the first three and now we’re working hard on the fourth one,” Ruurs
said.
The decision to sell the property coincides with PARC’s effort to
secure a provincial grant for a proposed multi-use recreation facility beside Fernwood Elementary
School. Commissioners will submit
the final draft of an application for
$400,000 in provincial funds before
the end of the week. Should the
province honour PARC’s request,
Ruurs said, construction at the
Fernwood site could begin as early
as June 2012.
A preliminary plan presented
during PARC’s November meeting
reveals the site would host three
baseball fields, a soccer pitch and a
walking trail along the site’s perimeter.
Although PARC would supply the
balance of funding for the $500,000
Fernwood project if the provincial
grant is received, use of the land
would be the subject of an agreement between the commission and
the Gulf Islands School District.
Akerman said he has offered the
Fulford-Ganges Road property to
PARC for $350,000. He has yet to
receive a reply.

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A director on the Salt
Spring Island Climate
Action Council is disgusted by the federal
gover nment’s position at global climate
change talks held earlier this month in Durban, South Africa.
“[Prime Minister
Stephen] Harper clearly favours short-term
economic growth over
our children’s future,”
said Peter Lamb. “That
is a disgrace and makes
me embarrassed to be
a Canadian.”
The only positive
development to come
o u t o f t h e Du r b a n
talks, he said, was the
last-minute agreement
to set binding targets
by 2020.
“The only problem is
that, according to the
latest science, we have
only five years to take
strong action,” he said.
“The Harper government position on climate change is either
plain stupid or insane,
or probably both.”
In an announcement
that coincided with the
closure of the Durban
talks, the federal government made international headlines by
declaring its intention
to withdraw from the
next stage of the Kyoto
protocol.
Withdrawing from
Kyoto, it argued, is
needed to negotiate a
new deal covering all
major polluters.
“The Kyoto protocol does not cover the
world’s largest two
emitters, the United
St a t e s a n d C h i n a ,
and therefore cannot
work,” said Environment Minister Peter
Kent following news of
Canada’s intention to
withdraw.
It’s an argument that

Lamb and many others
don’t buy. Given that
industrialized nations
like Canada and the
United States have
largely created the climate crisis, they say it
should be industrialized nations that take
the lead.
Under its current
plan, the federal government seeks to cut
emissions by 17 per
cent of 2005 levels by
2020.
The countr y may
have no chance to meet
the six per cent reduction of GHG emissions
by 2012 compared to
1990 levels as outlined in the first phase
of Kyoto, but many
observers argue Canada’s presence at the
table is needed to form
a global consensus.
Lamb said it is
impor tant for people to understand
that Canada has only
announced its intention not to participate
in the second round of
Kyoto.
“We have a year to
persuade Harper to
change his mind,” he
said.
“It is likely the most
critical issue facing
humanity, yet he has
taken this decision
without any meaningful debate in Parliament and without any
broad consultation
w i t h t h e Ca n a d i a n
public. It obviously
is going to take more
than an expert briefing
of the science and current climate events.”
The Climate Action
Council was among a
number of groups that
helped the Salt Spring
Is l a n d L o c a l Tr u s t
Committee incorporate greenhouse gas
emissions into the
island’s official community plan. The OCP
supports a reduction
of at least 15 per cent
i n g re e n h o u s e g a s
emissions by 2015; at
least 40 per cent by
2020 and at least 85 per
cent by 2050 based on
2007 data.

News
Updates
Follow the Driftwood
on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

APPOINTMENTS

David Waddington
Certi&ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Torgrimson named conservancy ED

QuickBooks Setup and Training
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy has hired former
islands trustee Christine Torgrimson as their new executive
director, beginning Jan. 2.
“We feel very fortunate to
have someone of Christine’s
calibre join us at this juncture,” said conservancy president Ashley Hilliard. “She has
a wealth of experience with
conservancies, non-profit
board and staff development
and fundraising, and diverse
citizen efforts dedicated to
making the world a better and
healthier place.
“I am so pleased to have
this opportunity to dedicate
my skills and experience to
the conservancy, as well as
my knowledge of Salt Spring’s
unique natural habitats and
highly engaged community,”
Torgrimson commented. “My
favourite work has always
been with conservancies. They
always attract such positive
and constructive people who
care deeply about the places in
which they live.
“The Salt Spring Island Conservancy is a gem of an organization — with five nature
reserves and 13 covenanted
properties totalling over 1,000
protected acres, frequent
and much-loved educational
events, a fabulous Stewards
in Training Program annually
engaging about 700 elementary school students, and a
Habitat Stewardship Program
working with dozens of land-

owners to protect species at
risk. With a rich array of talented board and staff members,
as well as dozens of volunteers
who devote more than 6,000
volunteer hours a year, the
conservancy is a phenomenal
force of passion and dedication to the island.”
According to a press release,
Torgrimson’s initial priorities
will be to build on the work
that retiring executive director
Linda Gilkeson accomplished
in her four years at the conservancy.
“Linda has really helped polish the internal workings of the
organization, as well as guide
it through an impressive time
of growth. She played a key
role in acquiring the new Alvin
Indridson Reserve, which
added 320 acres of prime habitat to the organization’s holdings. Linda also helped launch
the Acorn Fund — the conservancy’s endowment.”
Gilkeson, an entomologist
and gardening expert, will be
devoting her energy to writing
and teaching about organic
gardening and pest management.
Building the endowment,
Torgrimson explained, will be
a key focus for her.
“Conservancies assume
long-term responsibilities to
steward species and habitats,
and we must ensure that the
organization will be strong
and stable for the long-term.
I’m confident that, given the

Christine Torgrimson
island’s demographics, the
love and passion so many
people have for its beauty and
integrity, and the conservancy’s solid reputation, we can
build a solid funding base for
the future.”
Torgrimson added that
responsibly managing the
conservancy’s current land
holdings, as well as encouraging ongoing efforts to purchase and covenant other
properties with important ecological attributes will be priorities for her, while supporting
other important programs and
aspects of the organization.
Torgrimson is the recent
past chair of the Islands Trust
Fund Board, a conservancy
that works with people to protect natural habitats through-

out the Islands Trust Area.
“My four years with the Trust
Fund gave me a richer understanding of the incredible
natural values of the islands
in the Salish Sea, as well as an
enhanced experience with
conservancy operations and
policies.”
She served from December
2008 through November 2011 as
an elected island trustee, making decisions about land use on
Salt Spring.
Throughout her 35-year
career, Torgrimson has worked
as executive director, associate
director, development director,
board member and consultant
with dozens of conservation
and community organizations.
From 1999 through 2007, she
served as consultant, staff and
strategic advisor with the Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative, a Canada-U.S.
organization partnering with
over 100 citizen organizations,
businesses and governments to
maintain and restore the unique
natural heritage of the Yellowstone to Yukon region. She also
co-founded one of the largest
and most successful U.S. land
trusts — the Montana Land
Reliance — which helps farmers
and ranchers protect the natural
and open space values of their
properties, now collectively
totaling almost 900,000 acres.
Torgrimson, a Salt Spring
resident for 15 years, holds a
B.A. in journalism and an M.S.
in counselling.

Specializing In Small Business

105-B Hereford Ave

START 2012 OFF RIGHT!
1 Month
4 Personal Training sessions
24 hour access swipe card
Only $79
Please call the gym for details

livingstrongstudios.ca

250.931.5483
120 HEREFORD AVE.

We would like to
thank our community
for their very
enthusiastic support
of Kama Soap.
Best wishes to you all
for the New Year!
I will help you design
your dream home

Dennis Maguire
Architect
Part of the Community since 1965
website:

www.dmarchitect.ca

email:

dmaguire@dmarchitect.ca

ROTHWELL • WILSON
Salt Spring Realty

NORMAN ROTHWELL 250.537.5166

MYLES WILSON 250.537.7200

* 15 ocean view treed acres assuring
ultimate privacy & peace
* 1900 sqft spectacular handcrafted
post & beam home
* Meandering watercoarse that leads
to a lovely pond
* 600 sqft cottage, carport with
workshop & numerous other
outbuilding

* Classic Gulf Island waterfront estate, west
exposure.
* Magnificent waterfront is with warm water
swimming and beachcombing.
* Vaulted wood ceilings, great balance of
space plus a wall of glass to take in the
ever-changing views and light.
* Detached 2 bedroom cottage near the pool
& hot tub. Plus workshop & 2 car garage.

* Charming 600 sqft post & beam
style cottage nestled in the trees
* 10 park-like acres with upper
ocean view main building site
* Lovely walking trails throughout
property with a short stroll to the
beach
* Located within mins of Ganges yet
offers great privacy

$989,000

$2,095,000

$629,000

$769,000

*A winding driveway leads to this 3000 sq
ft home.
*A spectacular post and beam living room
with a South wall of windows to huge
views.
*Designed for one level living with separate
dining, large hallways, a comfortable
country kitchen & a master suite.
*The lower level has two additional
bedrooms with one bath. There’s an
open loft for a cozy retreat too.

* 3+ acres, building financing
available.
* Main home + guest cottage
allowed.
* Wells drilled, common septic
installed underground power.

* Magical 34 acre estate type
property in the south end
* Post & beam style cottage &
professional wood working shop
* Main building area privately sited
in a sunny location
* Driveways & trails thoughtfully
designed

* Immaculate, level entry, SW facing
ocean view home with soaring wood
beam ceilings.
* Custom fir kitchen, eating area,
spacious living room with stone
fireplace.
* Large cover deck with a hot tub,
main level master suite.
* Two more bedrooms, a family room,
4pc bathroom, office.

$799,000

W G
NE TIN
S
LI

* Great family home on a sunny
lot offering a West Coast flare.
* Flexible floor plan located in an
convenient quiet area with-in
minutes of Ganges.
* 2 bedroom in-law suite for a
family member or used as part
of the main living quarters.

* 6.80 acres of property with low
bank walk on waterfront
* Mixture of fir & cedar trees
throughout
* Views to Galiano, Trincomali Channel
with abundunce of marine life
* Family owned property since 1932
on the north end of SSI

$579,000

$795,000

NormanRothwell.com

•

$789,000

MylesWilson.com

$189,000

* Ocean View large Tudor style home on private,
Southfacing 2.4ac.
* Quality upgrades of new bathrooms, kitchen & flooring.
All rooms have great ocean views of Sansum Narrows.
* Beautiful landscaping with lovely stone walls and flower
gardens and sunsets all year round.
* Double garage, double carport, paved driveway, ample
parking area & automatic gate.
* Many possibilities for a large family, in law suite or a
gorgeous Bed & Breakfast.

$898,000
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For old long ago . . . . time to sing that song again
You speak Scottish? Of course
you do. And I’ll bet you seven
swans a-swimming to a partridge in a pear tree that in a
few days you will be enthusiastically speaking it again.
Singing it, actually. Doesn’t
m a t t e r i f y o u’re a C h i n e s e
exchange student, a west coast
logger, an east coast lobsterman or a Bay Street broker,
you’ll be singing in Scottish.
And the Scots words you’ll be
s i n g i n g w i l l i n c l u d e “a u l d ,”
“lang” and “syne.”
The words mean, roughly,
“for old long ago,” and it’s a
song that people have been
singing for 300 years. A Scot
by the name of James Watson
penned the first version back
in 1711. In 1788 the great poet
Robert Burns sent a copy of
the original song to the Scots
Musical Museum along with
a note saying that he “took it
down from an old man” singing
by a fire. Burns subsequently
“burnished” the poem with his
own lyrical genius and gave
the world a keeper. We’ve been

in 1974. The more reverential
Japanese have a version called
“ Ho t a r u n o h i k a r i ,” w h i c h
means “Glow of a Firefly.”
Mexican boy scouts gather
around bonfires and, with the
help of a mariachi band, sing
“No es mas que un hasta luego .
. .” ( This is no more than a “see
you later” . . . .)
Nowadays, we usually only
sing the first verse and the chorus but there are a couple of
unsung verses that I’m sorry to
say are mostly forgotten. One
goes:
We twa hae paidl’d i’ the burn
Frae morning sun till dine
But seas between us braid hae
roared
Sin’ auld lang syne
( We two have paddled in the
river
From morning time till dinner
But seas between us broad
have roared
Since old long ago.)
People in English-speaking
countries around the world do
not as a rule sing Auld Lang

Arthur
Black

WIT & WHIMSY
singing it at least once a year
ever since.
And not just in English-speaking countries. There’s a Bengali song with the same melody
called “Memories of the Good
Old Days.” Chileans call their
rendition “The Farewell Song”
and sing it at funerals. Greeks
sing a variation called “Song of
Farewell.” It is also a song to
say goodbye in Zimbabwe, with
lyrics in Shona.
Sentimental people sway to
the song in France, Hungary, Sudan and Taiwan. In the
Netherlands it shows up as a
Dutch football song. A Danish rock band called Gasolin
turned it into a hit pop ballad

Syne at football games, scout
jamborees or rock concerts. We
join our hands and sing this
song once a year only, on New
Year’s Eve.

The Royal Canadians and as
the clock struck midnight they
launched into Auld Lang Syne
while a continent listened in on
their radios. They did the same
t h i n g l i v e e v e r y Ne w Ye a r’s
until 1976. Since then the Guy
Lombardo recording has been
played each year as part of the
traditional Times Square “Ball
Drop.”
And you just know we’ll all
gather ‘round to sing that song
again this New Year’s Eve.
I probably won’t be there with
you but I’ll offer you the last
verse of Auld Lang Syne, which
is seldom if ever sung these
days.
An’ there’s a hand, me trusty
fiere
An’ gie’s a hand o’ thine
An’ we’ll tak a right gude willy-waught
For auld lang syne.
“Fiere” is Scottish for “friend.”
“Gude willy-waught” means
“good-will drink.”
You already know what “auld
lang syne” means.
Guid health, my fiere.

They did the same
thing live every New
Year’s until 1976.
We can thank a Canadian
named Guy Lombardo for that.
On Jan. 1, 1929, Europe was
in turmoil and Hitler’s Nazis
were stirring in the German
basement. North America was
poised on the threshold of The
Great Depression.
In the Grill Room of the Roosevelt Hotel in New York City,
bandleader Guy Lombardo
tapped his baton to get the
attention of his famous band

NEIGHBOURS
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Piers Island Christmas dinner
raises $5,000-plus for charity

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

Forty households pool
eﬀorts

from everyone at
Salt Spring Auto Service

BY CHRISTINE VAN REEUWYK

Closed Dec 24th to Jan 4th
• Tires (New & Used) • Lube, Oil & Filter
• Computer Diagnostics

PENINSULA NEWS REVIEW

Sam

Gyle
yle

WE ARE A GOVERNMENT DESIGNATED TEST FACILITY
#2 - 319 Upper Ganges Road (across from Home Design Centre)
Open 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday

537-2876

❄

Piers Island, just off the tip of
the Saanich Peninsula, is home
to about 80 people in the winter,
but they make a heck of a potluck
dinner.
Each year, for about eight years

now, residents gather at the fire
hall for a community Christmas dinner. Favourite foods are
passed around, wine sipped and
decorations auctioned off.
“It’s grown. This year we
made $5,256,” said islander Bob
Crooks. “This has been growing
considerably. I think last year we
were at $4,200.”
Impressive for a community of

ISLANDS TRUST

¯

Trust staff advise against
Rainbow Road rezoning

Don’t Spend this Winter:

Report suggests
application at odds
with OCP

• Isolated or alone
ency
• Unable to Access Shopping or Emergency
Services
• Without Hydro or Heat

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

HERITAGE PLACE IS THE SOLUTION
Enjoy this winter in your private, light-filled
ground floor suite, close to all amenities. Our
home-cooked evening meals are some of
the best on the island.
Your suite includes cable, laundry, housekeeping,
evening meals, utilities, maintenance and a
24-hour Lifeline emergency call system.
Month-to-month rentals available for
your peace of mind this winter.

Contact Teron Wolf, General Manager, at 250.537.8340
for further information and bookings.

FOR SENIORS

www.HeritagePlace.info

about 40 households.
Donors chose between two
charities and an anonymous
donor matched the money
raised, bringing the total to more
than $10,400. About a quarter
of the funds raised went to the
Mount Newton Centre medical
equipment loan service and the
balance to the Sidney Lions Food
Bank.

BC SENIORS LIVING ASSOCIATION

Another chapter in the saga
involving Salt Spring Island Metal
Recycling may come to an end if
trustees meeting on Jan. 5 side with
a staff recommendation and reject
the company’s rezoning application.
“The current application does
not meet [official community plan]
policies and the neighbourhood has
already experienced the results of
the non-compliance,” reads part of
the recommendation from a Dec. 20
staff report.
The report lists conflicts with OCP
policy and “neighbourhood issues”
as reasons for its decision.
Business owner John Quesnel
applied to rezone his split-zoned
rural and agricultural property at 440
Rainbow Rd. to bring his metal recycling business into compliance with
Islands Trust bylaws. The application
has stalled the Islands Trust’s legal
effort to enforce its bylaws and force
the closure of Quesnel’s operation.
“One of the neighbours’ most
significant concerns has been the
loss of enjoyment of their property
due to the sound of industrial operations, including, but not limited
to, the crushing of vehicles, the use
of industrial machinery, and the

sound of various metal objects being
dropped into metal containers,”
states the staff report.
Further concerns received by the
Trust office include a general concern for air, noise, groundwater and
surface water pollution, the business’ “unknown impact on agriculture,” and the overall inability of the
Islands Trust to enforce its bylaws in
a timely, effective manner.
Quesnel has agreed to limit car
crushing to Wednesdays and Thursday afternoons. He has also suggested construction of a straw-bale
sound barrier along a portion of his
property’s boundary.
The application is among one of
the many agenda items that await
new Salt Spring Local Trust Committee members George Grams and
Peter Grove at their first official LTC
meeting on Jan. 5.
The lengthy list of topics includes
an application for ALR exclusion
for 240 Atkins Rd., the Salt Spring
Fire Rescue Department’s application for non-farm use of ALR land to
construct a new emergency services
centre on Lower Ganges Road, an
application to offer more office and
residential space on the Kings Lane
Medical Clinic property, an update
on secondary suites legalization and
a new staff report on the Riparian
Areas Regulation.
The business meeting’s main session begins at 12 p.m. at Lions Hal.
A full meeting agenda is available
through the Salt Spring LTC website.
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
W E W I L L B E C LO S E D O N
DECEMBER 26, 27 & 28

TECHHNOLOGY

Livestreaming now added to
media technicians’ toolbox
Folk club, other
local events
accessible online

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

131 PRICE ROAD • 250 931 1963

nition video cameras
and also uses an automatic camera), but
said, “It’s just something I bring along to
it.”
Co n t e n t t h a t h a s
been streamed can
still be viewed later
on the web site, and
Pauker also posts folk
club shows on Vimeo.
com, a video sharing
site.
Pauker said using
Livestream.com,
which comes with
advertising, is a good
option for the volunteer service because
its technical features
are easy to use and it’s
the most economical.
He also does streaming for his paying
clients, such as the
recent Child Honouring speaker series
event with Raffi and
Elizabeth May.
“If you had enough
content, you could be
doing it all the time,”
he said.
“It’s like having your
own TV station. As far
as a communication
tool I think it’s quite
p ow e r f u l , b e c a u s e
you don’t really have
to apply to anyone.”
(Certain content
guidelines do apply.)
D a v e Vo l l r a t h o f
Living Water Media
agrees that sites like
Livestream.com are a

good option for most
users, with userfriendly capabilities
and not too obtrusive
advertising.
“It really is fairly
simple. The web sites
facilitate that for users
— whether using content from computer
web cams, smart
phones or higher-end
video equipment to
stream high definition.”
There is even an
iPhone app called
Go Live which allows
instant streaming
from the phone — a
potentially huge step
in citizen reporting,
as seen at the Occupy
protests taking place
around North America.
Vollrath said there
a re m u l t i p l e o t h e r
applications for live
streaming for people
who can’t be at an
event in person but
who want to “be there”
while it’s happening.
He cited weddings and
funerals, music performances, and even
annual general meetings requiring a quorum of society members.
“The technology
is there and it’s fairly
economical. It just
depends on the other
variables in quality of
video, how many audio

feeds are needed, how
big is the venue that
needs to be covered,
and whether cameras
can be manipulated by
zooming. The sophistication can be huge.”
Pa u k e r o b s e r v e d
that live streaming
can cut down on carbon costs. Executives
of large corporations
with offices in many
countries can meet by
network rather than
flying somewhere.
At the same time, for
something small and
homespun like the
Salt Spring Folk Club,
the technology could
expand the profile of
our local arts scene far
beyond our waters.
“There’s been some
pretty special events
at the folk club. It’s
nice to be able to share
them,” Pauker said.
“And the reception
from the artists has
been great.”
Folk club per formances by David
Francey, Ed Henderson and Roy Forbes
can be viewed at
www.livestream.com/
s a l t s p r i n g f o l k c l u b.
Pauker hopes to be
s t re a m i n g t h e f o l k
club’s next concert on
Jan. 30 with the artists’
permission. The double bill features Tara
MacLean and Colleen
Eccleston.

business and wish you all...

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!
±

Kapa Kai Glass

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

250-653-4148

local

WE ARE
100%
LOCALLY
OWNED & !
OPERATED

THE

Liquor store • bar & bistro

Your source for all of
your New Years needs!
• Bubbly, Beer,
Wine, Snacks.
• Open until 11 pm
• Open New Years Day too!
• Free Ice with all of your
New Years Eve purchases!
VAN

LORI

#108-149
#108-14
#108
1080881
14
4 FULFORD-GANGES
NGES
NG
N
GE
G
ES RD.
R
RD

250-537-9463

RECYCLING DEPOT

HOLIDAY HOURS
WE SUGGEST CLIPPING THIS AD AND STICKING IT ON YOUR FRIDGE
MONDAY

SUNDAY
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18

Dec.

Diversity
Diversity celebrates all the ways of being
human, the wonderful differences in people: the
wealth of many kinds of families, tribes, languages, skin colours and places of birth. It’s also about
the many gifts of Nature, from plant life to animal
life, as well as the flatlands, mountains, rivers and
oceans of our world. Diversity is about life’s great
abundance.
Raine Balson’s drawing is seen at left. It shows
us how happy we could all be if everyone in every
culture was respected and celebrated.
Raine is 13 years old and in Grade 8 at Central
Middle School in Victoria.

We
We would
would like
like to
to
KAYE
thank you for your TROY
TROY KAYE
thank
youand
forwish
your you all
business

of newspaper
readers
on Salt Spring

Dec.

Child Honouring Principle of the Week

TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.

Happy ±
Holidays!

83%

IMAGE CONTRIBUTED

Screen shot from livestream.com, which both Sculptor Systems and Living
Water Media Services use.

Wine Cellar

Harry & Gerry

Who
reads
us?

BY ELIZABETH
NOLAN
Social media formats
continue to make
advances that are
broadening the potential for human communication, and Salt
Sp r i n g t e c h n i c i a n s
have not been slow to
embrace new capabilities like live streaming.
Live streaming is the
real time broadcasting
of events on the internet. Content is filmed,
digitally encoded and
sent out to an end
site vir tually all at
once. Many web sites
for posting and viewing the content exist,
often with free and
“premium” options.
“ I t h i n k i t ’s t h e
beginning of something,” said Greg Pauker of Sculptor Systems,
a Salt Spring-based
audio-visual services
company with global
contracts to its credit.
“Us i n g t h a t p a r t
of the internet —
social networking has
become just another
part of communication for young people.”
Pa u k e r h a s b e e n
helping out with audio
and lights at the Salt
Spring Folk Club for
several years as a volunteer activity and has
been filming shows
for the last three. Last
year he started getting
requests to live stream
some of the shows he
was working on in Victoria and thought, why
not do the folk club as
well? He set up a free
account, or channel,
with Livestream.com,
and is able to send the
content through his
work truck/communications hub, which he
calls Le Petit Mobile.
Pauker admits that
filming the show takes
a few people to pull off
and actually costs him
money (he has a crew
of three on high-defi-
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349 Rainbow Road • 250-537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society
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EDITORIAL

Heed all
voices

A

s we look back on the
happenings of 2011,
one of the emerging
themes is that people
uniting for or against a cause
can make a difference.

Whether the issue was the referendum to turf
the Harmonized Sales Tax in B.C., or to overthrow
corrupt, anti-democratic regimes around the
world, “people power” came through loud and
clear on a number of occasions.
Locally, Salt Spring Islanders scuttled a poorly
thought-out bylaw intended to implement the
Riparian Areas Regulation, which largely fuelled
a regime change at the Islands Trust level when
election time rolled around.
But an article reprinted in the December 2011
edition of UBCM News points out how local politicians should not be overly influenced by what a
vocal minority may express.
Eli Mina is a registered
parliamentarian and
respected expert when it
comes to how organizaPublic
tions function. Mina’s
decision-making article, titled The Voices
You May Not Be Hearing,
stresses public input is
More than vocal critical to the decisionprocess, noting
minority must be making
“citizens who take the
heeded
time to speak to their
elected bodies should be
listened to with genuine
curiosity and an appetite for learning.” However,
he correctly states that rather than falling victim
to a desire to be popular with vocal citizens and
simply give them what they want, other voices
should be seriously heeded before a public body
makes decisions.
Those include the opinions of other elected
officials and the government body’s professional staff and advisers. He also suggests that
politicians should make sure they consider how
decisions will impact the overwhelming majority
of citizens, and not just the relative handful who
have spoken up about a particular issue.
Mina also adds that the voices of future citizens and the natural environment are important
to consider.
As a new term for local politicians begins, it’s
an ideal time for a review of Mina’s article, which
is on the Articles, Insights and Ideas page of
www.elimina.com.
It contains not only good advice for elected
officials, but for the citizenry as a whole, who can
always use some reminding that one’s personal
beliefs are not all that’s to be considered when it
comes to issues with broad public impact.

THE ISSUE:
WE SAY:

Broadcasting opens courts process
BY SHIRLEY BOND
Last week, the dedicated team of Crown counsel
assigned to the Stanley Cup riot prosecutions advised
the court of their intention to apply to have these proceedings publicly broadcasted. This is in keeping with a commitment
set out in the government’s throne speech, and I want to explain why
I have directed these applications to be made.
This government believes that the courts need to be open institutions for the public and when we have opportunities to enhance the
transparency of our justice system, we need to pursue those. This
spring, we saw the successful live broadcast, by CBC online, of the
polygamy reference case before B.C. Supreme Court in a case involving the government’s constitutional lawyers.
The broadcasting of the polygamy reference addressed the sensitive issue of witness participation in a manner satisfactory to all parties. The decision about whether to allow such an application requires
the balancing of a number of factors, including whether the broadcast
is in the public interest.
There will always be discussion among those in the justice system
about the virtues of any innovation that moves us beyond the current
way of doing business. I often hear of people who have lost confidence in our justice system. I can think of no better way and in no better circumstance than with the Vancouver riots for the public to see
justice in action. This initiative brings us a step closer to making our
province’s courts more open and accountable to British Columbians,
and we welcome the debate it has generated.
Immediately following the June 15 riot, government established a
dedicated riot prosecution team of skilled and experienced Crown
counsel who review police reports as soon as they are received. To
date, the Integrated Riot Investigation Team has recommended
charges against 80 individuals and this past week we saw the start of
the trial process for the first eight of those accused.
Crown and defence lawyers very often make a number of different
applications on a variety of issues during a typical court case. In fact,

the media bring applications to broadcast certain court
proceedings themselves.
While these applications may take some time to be
heard, it is important to note that, despite the number of
individuals charged, these new riot cases represent less than 0.1 per
cent of the criminal justice branch’s caseload in a year. In fact, last year,
the branch concluded prosecutions involving 68,000 accused. Clearly,
other cases will continue to move through the court system while
these prosecutions are underway.
Some have argued broadcasting the trials amounts to public shaming. Let me just say this: we believe broadcasting the trials of accused
rioters is in the public interest and will help to maintain confidence
in our justice system. It is always important to remember that every
individual who is charged with a crime is presumed innocent until
proven guilty. At the same time, the residents of our province, and
especially those who live and work in Vancouver, expect some form
of accountability for those who wantonly and senselessly destroyed
property and, in some cases, assaulted their fellow citizens.
While using broadcasting devices in the courts brings with it certain responsibilities, including protecting the safety of witnesses, in
this age of technology, we think this will open up the courts to make
it easier for the public to truly understand what is going on in our
province’s courtrooms. Opening up our courtrooms is just one of the
many ways we are working to maintain confidence in our province’s
justice system.
The decision to direct Crown counsel to apply to broadcast the
riot prosecutions is just one part of the government’s pledge to support open and accountable government and public engagement. We
believe that the public wants transparency when dealing with those
charged in the matters surrounding the Vancouver riot. Ultimately,
the judiciary will make the decision about whether to broadcast the
proceedings.

VIEWPOINT

The writer is the Attorney General of B.C.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

40

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you optimistic about 2012?

Yes

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our oﬃce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Do you like the Brinkworthy site for a fire
hall ?

10
NO YES
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IslandVoices

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“The Harper government position on climate change is
either plain stupid or insane, or probably both.”
PETER LAMB, SS CLIMATE ACTION COUNCIL

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: Of what 2011 event are you most proud?

LYNN LUNDY

RICHARD SLOSKY

JOYCE BONFIELD

BRUCE MCMORRAN

EMMA THOMAS

Just surviving through 2011.

We just bought a hotel in
Palm Springs called La
Maison.

I would say the Occupy movement.

Reconnecting with a lot of
friends.

I got better at skating.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Energy saved

tion in wasted electricity
because better data leads to
less wasted energy while also
helping to avoid the capital cost of new generating,
transmission and distribution infrastructure.
For those interested in
knowing more about the
benefits of voltage optimization and the other operational efficiencies made possible
by smart meters, I recommend BC Hydro’s business
case for smart meter implementation, which is available on BC Hydro’s website
and also available on our B.C.
Citizens for Green Energy
website at www.greenenergybc.ca.
DAVID FIELD,

was carefully crafted to tie
together several gems. We
had a fantastic group, who
savoured the exquisite island
and magical encounters off
the beaten track.
We contributed some veterinary supplies and were
guests at a local school.
The next trip is from March
3 to 17 and one lucky person
will have their expenses paid.
To enter, in 500 words or less,
describe what you hope to
learn in Cuba that you would
then transfer to our own
community.
Good luck!
For more information, see
cubavivacan.org.
WENDI GILSON,

COSPOKESPERSON,
B.C. CITIZENS FOR GREEN
ENERGY

Teamwork
and giving

Over the past year, smart
meters have been a major
topic of discussion in B.C. as
BC Hydro set about modernizing the province’s electrical
grid and updating their aging
infrastructure.
Given the importance
of this issue, I believe your
readers would be interested
in knowing more about one
of the most significant, but
less well known, energy savings made possible by smart
meters; namely, those energy
savings achieved through
voltage optimization and
other operational efficiencies.
With old-fashioned analog electrical meters (the
kind most people are familiar with), an electrical utility
has no way of knowing how
much electricity is actually
being consumed along the
grid (or where) at any given
moment in time. To ensure
that there is enough electricity available on the grid to
reliably meet consumption,
utilities must therefore put

more electricity onto the grid
than they expect will be used.
Clearly, if more electricity is put onto the grid than
is being used, a significant
amount of electricity ends up
going to waste. And depending upon the time of year,
the amount of extra energy
going to waste ranges from
eight per cent to as much as
14 per cent, with 10 per cent
being a good, average ruleof-thumb.
With digital smart meters,
however, electrical utilities
are able to receive real-time
measurement data about the
electricity demands being
placed on the distribution
grid. This real-time information allows utilities to gauge
more precisely how much
electricity actually needs to
be placed on the grid (and
where) at any given moment
in time while still maintaining reliability of service.
Essentially, smart meters
eliminate a major distribution unknown for electrical
utilities and take guesswork
out of the equation. The end
result is a significant reduc-

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

Cuba contest
I am writing to encourage
everyone to enter the “win
a free trip to Cuba” contest
(“Cuba trip up for grabs with
essay contest,” Dec. 14 Driftwood.) The last trip, which I
was lucky enough to go on,

S A LT S P R I N G

Each year at Christmas
there is a very special event
that happens in the Lady
Minto Extended Care Unit.
For about 15 years, our
devoted troubadour has performed for the residents as
they wait in anticipation of

their turkey dinner, one that
is shared with their families.
On Monday, Dec. 19, with
his wife Kathleen, Valdy
marked the countdown
to Christmas for the unit.
With the glitter and sparkling of balls hanging from
the ceiling, our “Christmas
on the Coast” began. That
we all love this man there is
no doubt because what he
gives and what we cherish
is Valdy himself. As we sing
along to our favourite Christmas carols with him, and
share a meal together, it is
clearly obvious that a special
relationship has developed
between us.
This celebration is a team
effort involving staff, volunteers, families and residents.
From the hospital decorating day on Dec. 2, ECU
activity coordinator Barbara
Brindamour guides us all
into the spirit of the festive
season. With special activities, community visits and
lots of baking, all under the
pressure of daily hospital life,
Barbara deserves our thanks.
On this special day the

dedicated staff makes sure
the residents are dressed in
their finery, all with a personal touch as we celebrate
together.
Our volunteers are relentless in their efforts as they
serve the turkey and all the
trimmings. With pure delight,
they perform their duties.
The support of the hospital auxiliary is paramount
in making this happen. At
Christmas and throughout
the year, their generosity in
financial and moral support facilitates the work of
our team. To the community
that supports the auxiliary
through the Thrift Shop, we
owe much.
To you all I extend my
profound gratitude and best
wishes for a joyful Christmas season. As we begin the
new year, let us continue
our teamwork, remembering that by giving we all are
enriched.
MARGARET MACKENZIE,
V O LU N T E E R C O O R D I N ATO R ,
ECU, LM HOSPITAL AUXIL ARY

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

Wanted: a fire hall that doesn’t break the bank
The sad truth is that if Salt Spring wants a
new library, there is a cost. The sad truth is that
if we want an indoor pool, there is a cost. If we
want public transit, safe drinking water, soccer
pitches, tennis courts, housing for the homeless
and sewage plants, we are going to have to pay
for them.
Salt Spring business owners and land owners
have been a very generous, altruistic lot, even
when there is no way on God’s green earth that
amenities like our pool or our transit system
will ever come close to pulling their own weight.
Yet the ratepayers, being the generous and
altruistic lot that they are, continue to approve
these projects and continue to write larger and
larger cheques come tax time.
But God help those that would take advantage of our generous nature. Former CRD director Gary Holman found himself out of a job
in large part because of the doomed, hugely
expensive indoor tennis debacle. Our last CRD
director, Garth Hendren, found his head on the
chopping block in this past election largely due
to the CRD’s shocking mishandling of the various water system upgrades on the island. Hell
hath no fury like a Salt Springer scorned.
And so it was that a few days before Christmas I tiptoed into the Ganges fire hall to a town
hall meeting over the proposed new fire sta-

tion. The existing fire hall in
prime agricultural. According to
downtown Ganges is woefulBrinkworthy resident and forly inadequate. It doesn’t meet
mer fire trustee Ken Lee, even the
Peter
building requirements. It is
hay grown on this patch can’t be
Vincent
far too small. It is far too nerve
baled because it’s too wet. It’s not
wracking to watch the giant
much more than barren soil and
fire trucks weaving their way
big rocks. Being that this project
through the hordes of tourists
is for the general benefit of all
on a Saturday in July.
Salt Springers, and being as it has
We have been here before. Over the past the blessing of the local Agricultural Advisory
decade, the fire department has thrown a few Committee of the local Islands Trust, the great
projects up against the wall to see if any would white father in Victoria may well grant the ALR
stick, only to have them fail for various and sun- exemption.
dry reasons. But this time, it’s a little different.
And then there are the neighbours. A conThis time, the land (two acres) is being gener- cerned citizen at the meeting insisted that
ously (no strings attached) donated to the fire the fire hall would ruin the “rural nature” of
department by the good folks that are bringing the area. This is a little hard to swallow. This
us the stratification of Brinkworthy Estates, proposed site is within hailing distance of the
Tri-Star Developments. This is a good thing for RCMP station, the Country Grocer strip mall, a
the community, as two acres on Lower Ganges bevy of townhouses, Foxglove (which just comRoad would likely carry a cost of $500,000 — a pleted a giant greenhouse structure), the BC
substantial savings to us ratepayers.
Hydro grounds, replete with its army of massive
This new project is not without its hurdles. trucks and great spools of cable, and the BC
Although it has the proper zoning in place, Hydro right of way, where massive steel hydro
the property is within the Agricultural Land pole monoliths tower over everything. The only
Reserve, meaning that the Fire Department piece vaguely rural is a vineyard, where rows of
has to go cap in hand to the Agricultural Land vines are trying to make purchase in that barren
Commission to get permission for non-farm soil and big rocks.
use with the ALR. The land is certainly not
As infrequent as it may be, fire trucks have

HEADTOHEAD

sirens. As the station is right on the main drag
the trucks have been using for decades, the
increase in noise should be minimal to nearby
residents in Brinkworthy, who have been living
directly under the flight path of Ganges Harbour for years now.
All these concerns pale in the face of the
price tag, as yet to be determined. The plan is
to sell the downtown location, arguably the
most commercially coveted chunk of land on
Salt Spring Island. The plan is to use that money
to help build the new digs. Who exactly has the
pockets to buy the existing property, raze the
dilapidated building, and put up a new structure (with the existing height restrictions and
parking allowances?) Who has the pockets to
undertake this, in light of the current economic
maelstrom? Pick your poison. Toronto Dominion? Starbucks? Or God forbid, McDonalds?
Whoever the buyer, I am hoping that the fire
department will not contemplate forging ahead
until they have a suitable buyer and a solid
dollar amount on the new complex. In other
words, a sound business plan. We don’t need
another indoor tennis fiasco, and we certainly
don’t need another heart-stopping line item on
our tax notices. We do need a decent, modern
safe fire hall. Let’s all cross our fingers and hope
the ducks fall into a row come 2012.
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RANTS and Roses

Roses

the Beautiful Bike
g ro u p, t h e Cyc l i n g
Exhibits Group, the
Rural Mobility Solutions Group and the
Cycling Visitor Safety
and Security Team. We
are covering the bike
paths with thousands
of thornless roses for
Country Grocer, Salt
Spring Air, Thrifty’s,
the Salt Spring Island
Foundation, the Cana-

We’re cranking out
kazillions of rose pedals to the throng of
rural and city cyclists
who are working and
rooting so hard for
our Velo Village. June
is just around the corner. Panniers full of
roses go to the board
and membership
of Island Pathways,

DID YOU KNOW...
...Sawyer’s sells Industrial Machines?
Sew leather,
upholstery,
boat cover fabrics
& more.
www.sawyersewing.com

SAWYER SEWING CENTRE

dian Automobile Association, Kim Young
at Mouat’s Trading,
School District 64, the
Driftwood, CFSI, the
Salt Spring Exchange,
Fulford Spokespeople,
Salt Spring Adventures
and GISS student government. “Fabulous”
roses to Brian and Janice Finnemore, Brenda
Guiled and Don Gillespie, Jean Gelwicks,
Gayle Baker and Rob
P i n g l e, a n d Ly n n e
York for her utterly
gorgeous Velo Village
logo!
A rose to Susan and
Julia for the holiday
cheer on the Creekside Rainforest trail.
A holiday poinsettia and my heartfelt
thanks to all those
who supported me in

1-888-229-2266
3400 Douglas St. Victoria

!UTOMOTIVE 2EPAIRS

News
Updates
Follow the Driftwood
on Twitter
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http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

Best Wishes for 2012
ffrom all
ll off us

Tracy, Andrew & Karen

250-537-9112

To the MD and MO
gift angels — we send
a bucket of green and
red roses for your hard
work in giving and
sharing joy and love
this holiday season.
It i s h a rd n o t t o
have, but it is tragic not to give . . . A
t h o u s a n d ra i n b ow coloured roses to you,
Ken, for being an icon
of “giving” in our community. GE

122 Lower Ganges Road

BY DON SLOTTEN
Here are some comments on the opinion
piece by Art Morton,
titled How do we create
a truly healthy world?
in the Wednesday, Dec.
14 Driftwood.
Thank you, Mr. Morton, for your invitation
to offer some critical
analysis of your proposals.
First, your “guaranteed income plan” is
“designed to assure
every man or woman
at the age of 18 an
i n c o m e s e t a b ov e
the poverty level so
that everyone has the
opportunity to live
above that level.” But
later in your article
you say, “and if the
payment of the guaranteed income was
dependent on producing, along with proof
of Canadian citizenship, the proof of having voted in the previous provincial and
federal elections, etc.”
you seem to be saying
that if any of the three
quoted prohibitions
were not met, the
guaranteed income
would not be paid.
If there are conditions under which the
“guaranteed income
plan” would not be

North End Fitness XMAS FIT KIT
$
8899
Offer Ends
January 8th !

250.537.5217

In the spirit of goodwill, would the person
who removed the Faith
Cleaning sign from the
side of my red Hyundai please return it to
Diana at 250-537-2930
or place it back on the
side of the car.
A rose to the Ganges
fire hall for turning off
that awful distorted
music. Village merchants and residents
To the persons who
stole a Christmas tree
from our property on
Cairns Place, may the
true spirit of Christmas be with you this
holiday season.
A huge bouquet of
red roses and poinsettias to fireman Kenny
Akerman and Arjuna
George, who came to
the rescue of our small
dachshund, Whiskey,
who had fallen into
a rock cavity in the
boulders and black-

berry jungle below our
house. We could not
read him and he could
not escape on his own.
Kenny reached in and
was able to drag him
out. A big thank-you
from the Burridges.
A t h o r n y ro s e t o
the Ganges fire hall
for finally turning off
that crushingly stressful music. Today, I
heard a loud noise
a n d b ra c e d m y s e l f
for another acoustic
assault. Imagine my
relief when it was a
chainsaw. A Ganges
business owner
PUURRRRS and
truckloads of gigantic
roses to Tracey Hogarth and Star Barks
Supplies from your
Salt Spring BCSPCA.
We truly value your
service, support, and
all the great things you
do in aid of our shelter
residents. Thank you!
Happy New Year!

MORE LETTERS

continued from 9

Celebrate
Shilo Zylbergold’s Dec.
14 column was, as usual,
clever and entertaining.
It seems right that
everyone should be free
to celebrate this time of
year how she wishes. For
those who are Christians,
however, this is when we
rejoice at the wondrous
fact of Christ’s incarnation, his coming to earth
to live and then die as one
of us. We are bending over
backwards to be politically correct, e.g. no Christian or Jewish prayers in
school for years now and
greeting cards that say
only “Happy Holidays.”
Some of us, though,
will continue to wish each
other, joyfully, “Happy
Christ-mass! By the time
you read this, may you all
have had a blessed Christmas holiday.
MEG HODGES,
FOREST HILL PLACE

Some flaws in Art Morton’s
proposed healthy world plan
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last month’s local elections. We can be proud
of what we achieved
together. Your support was integral to
this success. I am honoured to have earned
your confidence and
encourage you to
remain interested and
active in local affairs.
I will do the same,
having now recovered
from a severe case of
post-election exhaustion. Cheese be with
you. Larry Woods
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“Give the Gift of Health”

INRESPONSE
paid, how can it be
called “guaranteed?”
Also, in the first of
these three conditions,
you say, “dependent
on producing,” which
is not very definitive
since you do not define
what you mean by “producing.” If you mean
producing a product
or service, either as
an employee or selfemployed, for which
some remuneration is
received, then isn’t that
the way it works now?
You work, you get paid
or you don’t work and
you don’t get paid.
Next you imply that
those “with too much
income” are “callous,
greedy and selfish” and
the rest of us are not. On
the contrary, I believe
that the percentages
in both groups that fit
the above description
would be about the
same. There aren’t too
many Mother Teresa’s
in this world. It’s not
the wealthy that are
bankrupting Greece
and Portugal and other
countries in Europe.
You suggest that
maximum incomes of
$250,000 per year for an
individual or $500,000
for a couple should
be imposed. This is
extremely shortsighted
for a couple of reasons—
or more. No one would
be willing to work as
hard and for as long as
it takes to develop new
technology and methodologies for utilizing it
if, in the end, he/she was
no better off than the
manager of a local furniture store. Take Steve
Jobs as an example,
since he has been in the
news quite a bit recently. (Heck of a note, you
are in the news because

you died.) He worked
for many years at 12 or
more hours a day and
frequently seven days
a week. Would he have
done that if he had been
limited to an income of
$250,000 a year? Would
you? How many jobs
today exist because he
persevered?
A second reason for
why this proposal is
shortsighted is that it
would eliminate the
source of capital for
investment in new businesses and necessary
research. It can take millions and even billions
of dollars sometimes to
get a new enterprise up
and running.
Take Solindra as an
example: after receiving investors’ millions
and half a billion dollars from the U.S. government, it still went
belly up. The development of a major new
drug by a pharmaceutical company can
cost in the vicinity of
$1 billion. Can such a
company be financed
from contr ibutions
from people whose
maximum income is
$250,000 per year?
With regard to the
fiscal implications of
the suggested program,
there is no, none, determination of what the
cost would be. As for
possible income with
which to pay for the
program, two possible
sources were mentioned. The first has to
do with so-called tax
havens with the suggestion of confiscations and penalties. But
the practice is legal.
No amount of wishing
would make it illegal
and these suggestions
above would never see
the light of day in court.
The second possible
source mentioned is
the Tobin Tax. This tax
was proposed to con-

trol excessive shortterm currency trading
on world markets. To be
effective, it would have
to be adhered to worldwide, which is highly
unlikely, and the tax
has never been implemented. There have
been many suggestions
as to where the revenue produced by the
tax should go, including a suggestion, by
the UN, I believe, that
the money go to thirdworld countries to aid
in their development.
If that were adopted
along with the tax, then
no money would come
to Canada. The cost of
your program and the
money to pay for it is
the first imperative to
be resolved, or else no
other consideration
has meaning.
The remaining suggestions for solving
some significant problems are somewhat draconian and not acceptable under democracy.
I agree that overpopulation still threatens
t h e w o r l d’s s t a b i l ity. But there is hope.
European and North
American birthrates
are below replacement
levels. World population increases are coming mostly from Muslim
countries and the African continent and even
there, there is some
indication that birthrates might be coming
down, albeit slowly.
A few years ago, in
a discussion about
forming a perfect government, I said, after
much thought, that the
first necessary step is to
start with perfect people. I still believe that
that is the prerequisite.
Thanks, Mr. Morton,
for starting a conversation.
The writer is a Salt
Spring resident.
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Arts&
Entertainment

New Years Eve
250.537.9339

250.537.9911

May hope, love, and warmth
be in your heart’s possessing,
and may the New Year
bring you and yours
many blessings
Happy New Year!!!

Kerry Chalmers
250.537.5515

kerrychalmers@saltspring.com
www.saltspring-realestate.com

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CAROLS ON STAGE: Dawn Hage’s wind ensemble provides the music for islanders to enjoy the annual ArtSpring Community Sing-along event — a food bank beneﬁt — held on Wednesday, Dec. 21. The group consists of dedicated members of the Salt
Spring Concert Band, which Hage also directs.

Salt Spring Realty

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

PEACE

Peace circle starts new year with music
Jan. 1 at Lions Hall
Organizers of a Jan. 1 event
hope to extend the season of
good tidings and cheer well
into 2012 by hosting a peace
circle and sing-a-long for
people of all ages.
“The purpose of this is to
emphasize peace in all families and to get the world off
to a good start,” said Cherie
Geauvreau, a member of the
Peace Works! group.

The event has been organized to coincide with similar
circles held around the globe
as part of World Peace Day
celebrations on Jan. 1. The
Peace Works! group elected to
move its regular peace circle
from October to New Year’s
Day as a way to launch 2012
with a dramatic statement,
she said.
“We need to think together
and have peace,” she said.
“It’s people who make the

difference. It’s about mutual
respect and turning toward
each other and helping.”
Similar events at Gulf
Islands Secondary School
have attracted as many as 120
people.
On Sunday, local entertainers, including Barb Slater, will
lead peace circle participants
in song during what promises
to be an inspirational and
fun-filled event.
“It’s just really beautiful

when people sing together,”
she said.
Those who attend are
asked to bring along a pebble for peace. Stones will be
traded among participants
as tokens to remember the
event throughout the rest of
the year.
The Peace Works! peace
circle gets underway at the
Lions Hall on Bonnet Avenue
at 2 p.m. Refreshments will be
available. Admission is free.

NEW YEAR EVENTS

Music and dancing events on
tap for a busy New Year’s Eve
Followed by fun
activities on Jan. 1
Casual and more structured
events with plentiful opportunities for enjoying music and dancing are planned at various venues
around the island this New Year’s
Eve.
Live music starts at 6 p.m. at
the Salt Spring Inn with island
favourites the Barley Bros., while
Salt Spring’s own all-star band
The Coalition rocks out a menu
of favourites at Moby’s with music
starting at 9.
Lloyd English and Ian Van Wyck
start the evening off at the Harbour House with live music in
the lounge from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Later on in the Harbour House’s
Orchard Room, ticket holders
can enjoy an evening of dinner,
drinks, dancing. A buffet, music
by Willie MaCalder and Johnny
Tornado’s Blue Stones and bubbly
at midnight are all included in the
$50 price. Doors open at 7 p.m.
New Year’s Eve at the Legion
features musical guests The

Pinkertons: Kathy Roland, Tom
Bowler and Dave Roland. The
cost of $50 per couple includes
dancing, draw prizes, food, and
fun for Legion members and
guests. Tickets are available at the
Legion.
Those with a serious yen to
dance may want to try New Year’s
Eve Milonga, a Por El Amor del
Tango event. The evening starts
at 8 p.m. at All Saints Anglican
Church. Tickets are $15.
An all-ages party the entire
family can enjoy takes place at
Beaver Point Hall when the
Humans, and guests Mad Hatter
and Silva Votum Dance, get things
pumping starting at 7 p.m. Live
electro-pop, an electro-groove DJ
and a tribal reggae-style band will
keep participants dancing into
the new year. Tickets are available
at B Side Clothing, $22 in advance
or $27 at the door for this fundraiser for SSMALL. No alcohol
permitted.
A number of island restaurants
are also offering special New
Year’s Eve dinners.
Anyone who hasn’t had too

much fun the night before to go
out again the following morning can shake the cobwebs away
and start the new year right with
a number of physical activities
taking place Jan. 1.
Meet the Salt Spring Sneakers
running group for the 8-km “2012
Resolution Run,” leaving from the
ArtSpring parking lot at 9 a.m.
The annual Sock & Toque
Golf Tournament for members
and guests of the Salt Spring
Golf Club starts at 11 a.m. Golfers will play outdoor or indoor
games depending on the
weather for a nine-hole team
scramble. After golf and games
there will be a potluck lunch, so
participants should bring their
favourite dish to share with old
and new friends.
The annual Vesuvius Beach
Polar Bear Swim kicks off on
the stroke of noon. Spectators
should consider bringing cocoa
to share with participants of
this informal community event.
For details on the Peace
Works event set for Jan. 1, see
the story above.

A Tas of India
www.treehousecafe.ca

Happy
Holidays
Saturday 5-9 pm

Early Bird Breakfast
Special $6.50
Mon - Fri 8 -10 am
Week Day Take Out
Lunch Special
$8.75

$10
Closed
Burger
Jan
1st - 29th
& Beer
for
Friday
renovations
5-9pm

Week’s
Music
ThisThis
Week’s
Music
6-9pm
Friday 6 - 9 pm
Friday
Wallabee
Indeed
Daryl Chonka

All day breakfast 7 days a week
Open Sun.to Thurs. 8am-4pm and Fri./Sat. 8am-9pm
Telephone: 250-537-5379 Next to Mouat’s in Ganges

BUY ONE...
GET ONE FREE !!
On all
Simms paint
sundries are
offered...

2 for 1
- Paint
brushes
- Trays
- Rollers

- Spinners
- Cages
- Roller
Sleeves

*pay for the higher priced item

www.slegglumber.ca

SLEGG LUMBER

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00 804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 250-537-4978
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What’s On This Week

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

w w w. d r i f t wo o d g i m e d i a . c o m / c a l e n d a r

Fri.
Sun.January 1 Mon.
Wed.
Sat.
Thurs.
Tues.
January 2
December 30
December 28
December 31
December 29
January 3
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Live Music at the Harbour
House Hotel with English &
English. 6:00 PM.
Live Music at The Local - Open
Mic with Richard Cross.
6 PM.

Open Stage at Moby’s
with Richard Cross. 9 PM.

ACTIVITIES

Author Tony Edwards Book
Discussion.
Tony Edwards takes us on the
remarkable journey that led to
the writing of the bestselling
book, The Slope of Kongwa Hill.
Admission is free, and there will
be coffee and desserts available.
This promises to be an engaging
evening in a cozy, intimate
setting. Fernwood Road Cafe,
7 PM.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Karaoke Night.
Moby’s, 9 PM.
Live Music with Alvaro
Sanchez.
Harbour House, 6:30 PM.
ACTIVITIES

Dances of Universal Peace.
The traditional “Ram Nam” dance
of concentration for world peace
will be part of the 7 dances
led and drawn from different
spiritual traditions followed by a
meditation. Ganges Yoga Centre,
7:30 PM.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

New Year’s Eve at the Legion
with The Pinkertons.
Draw prizes, food, and fun!
Members and guests. Dance to The
Pinkertons - Kathy Roland, Tom
Bowler and Dave Roland. Tickets at
the Legion.
Live Music with Lloyd English
and Ian Van Wyck.
Harbour House. 6:30 PM.
New Year’s Eve with The
Coalition. Moby’s, 9 PM.
Humans with Guests Mad
Hatter & Siulva Votum Dance.
Electro-pop band, electro-groove
DJ and tribal reggae-style band.
Fundraiser for SSMALL. Tickets at B
Side or $27 at the door. All ages, no
alcohol. Beaver Point Hall, 7 PM.
New Year’s Eve Milonga.
A Por El Amor del Tango event. All
Saints, 8 PM.
Live Music with the Barley Bros.
Salt Spring Inn, 6 PM.
New Year’s Eve at the Harbour
House. In the old pub, Willie
MaCalder and Johnny Tornado’s
Blue Stones. Buffet dinner, drinks,
dancing. Bubbly at midnight. 7 PM.

JOIN US ON
FACEBOOK

FRI. DEC. 30 TUES. JAN. 3

at Central Hall call 250-537-4656
To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca
1 hr 39 mins
Rating: G

THE MUPPETS
Plays Friday 7:00 pm
Saturday 4:00pm Matinee only
Sunday 4:00pm Matinee and 7:00pm
Monday and Tuesday 7:00pm

25% off
private party
classified ads
with a Resident’s Card.
Offer available all day Thursday,
every week

ACTIVITIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rock Salt Unplugged.
No scheduled entertainment or
Live music Monday, Rock Salt
activities.
Restaurant and Cafe, 6 PM.
SS Community Theatre
Auditions.
Murder by Membership Only by
Thomas Hischak (gals only, sorry
guys!) Portlock Park Portable.
Today and January 4, 7-9 PM.

Peace Works! Circle & Singalong.
Part of World Peace Day
celebrations around the world.
All-ages peace circle and singalong with local entertainers.
Mahon Hall. Bring along a pebble
for peace as a token to be traded
with others. 2 p.m.
2012 Resolution Run.
Meet with the Salt Spring
Sneakers running group for an
8-km run. ArtSpring, 9 AM.
Sock & Toque Golf
Tournament.
Annual event for members and
guests. Potluck lunch. Salt Spring
Island Golf Club, 11 AM.
Polar Bear Swim.
Vesuvius Beach. 12 PM.

can’t change gas prices or ferry fares, but we can bring back the
Remember Well, we“TOO
LATES!”
when . . . Effective immediately,
the TOO LATES
• Gas cost less than a buck a
litre?
• Ferry fares were affordable?
• And the Driftwood offered a
classified feature called
TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY?

deadline is 2pm TUESDAY

If you miss the regular classified deadline at 10 am
Tuesday, we can still run your ad!
It will appear under Too Late to Classify,
at the end of the Classified section of the newspaper.

$RIFTWOOD
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250-537-9933 • classified@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

CINEMA

The Muppets — Walter, the world’s biggest Muppet fan, and his friends discover that oilman Tex Richman plans to
destroy the Muppet Theater so he can drill for oil. To raise the $10 million needed to save the theater, they stage The
Greatest Muppet Telethon Ever and help Kermit reunite the Muppets, who have all gone their separate ways.
EXHIBITIONS

• Gallery 8 in Grace Point Square holds its Christmas Exhibition of Small Works, featuring all of the gallery’s artists,
through Jan. 1.
• Paul Harnisch, an international photographer of children and youth, will be exhibiting his photographs of Salt Spring
children at the Fernwood Road Cafe from Dec. 11 to Jan. 8.
• Ken Ketchum’s Holiday Photo Show is at the Harbour House. Dec. 16 through Jan. 15.
• Artwork by Leslie Corry and Sharada Filkow is in the ArtSpring lobby this month.
• Gecko Green Living at 103 McPhillips Ave. is showing art and photography by local artists Diane Mortensen,
Julianna Slomka and Elehna de Sousa.
• Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art has an exhibition called Small Gems: Works Under Two Thousand Dollars.
Runs through December.
• Robert Prince shows relief pieces at Penny’s Pantry.
• The Porch Gallery is open Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m. at the home of Mother Tongue Publishing’s Mona Fertig
& Peter Haase, 290 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Featuring work of George Fertig, Jack Akroyd, Irene Hoffar Reid, Wim
Blom, Ina D.D. Uhthoff, Gary Sim, LeRoy Jensen, Gordon Caruso and Peter Haase.
• See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.
• See the sculpture garden outside Mahon Hall in Ganges.

SS Seniors Services
Drop-in Centre

Yoga, Poetry, Bridge, Mah Jongg, Coffee,
Thursday Lunch, Chess, Readers’ Theatre and More
Monday to Friday, 10am – 3pm
Check it out at 379 Lower Ganges Rd.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321

www.tempurcanada.com
The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certiﬁed by the
Space Foundation

250.537.9933

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

driftwood@gulfislands.net

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
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107 2nd St. Duncan

1-800-593-5303

   

2011 4-WHEEL DRIVE
YEAR END SAVINGS

On the following Honda models: 2011 CR-V, 2011 Pilot, 2011 Ridgeline

UP TO

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

5,500

$

CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVE

ON ALL 4-WHEEL DRIVE HONDA MODELS#*¥£

6466 Bell McKinnon Rd, Duncan | www.discoveryhonda.com

1-877-524-3215

DEALER #5963

#$5,500 Honda Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 Ridgeline models, including the DX, VP, EX-L and EX-L NAVI. *$4,000 Honda
Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 Pilot models, including the LX 4WD, EX, EX-L, EX-L RES and Touring. ¥$3,500 Honda Cash
Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 CR-V models, including the
LX 4WD, EX 2WD, EX, EX-L and EX-L NAVI. £$1,000 Honda Cash Purchase
incentive is available on select 2011 Accord Crosstour models, including
the EX-L 2WD, EX-L 4WD, EX-L 4WD NAVI. #/*/¥/£ Honda Cash Purchase
incentive will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and cannot be combined with special lease or ﬁnance offers. Dealer may sell for
less. Dealer trade may be required. Offer valid from December 1st 2011
through January 4th, 2012 at participating Honda retailers. Offer valid
only for British Columbia residents at BC Honda Dealer locations. Offers
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Terms and conditions
apply. Visit www.bchonda.com or see your Honda retailer for full details.

$RIFTWOOD
9 / 5 2

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada

T
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
THEATRE

Graﬃti
Theatre
co-founder
retires
Amanda
Spottiswoode
leaves ED post
BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T WO O D E D I TO R

After 15 years as a
continuous dr iving
force behind Graffiti
Theatre on Salt Spring,
Amanda (Mandy) Spottiswoode is retiring at
the end of this year.
Graffiti was created in
January of 1997 by Spottiswoode, Yvonne Adalian and Sherri Israels,
with Spottiswoode continuously connected
since then as executive
director. It was a natural
extension of her lifelong
involvement in theatre.
“The original idea
was to do slightly offthe wall productions,
but it turned into something quite different.”
Productions ranged
from David Wright’s
Obie-winning Quills
(about the Marquis de
Sade), Moliere’s The
Imaginary Invalid, Morris Panych’s Seven Stories and a number of
Shakespeare plays.
“We tried everything,
from very controversial
shows where people

“We found doing
these things in
the summer was a
really good crowd
pleaser.”
AMANDA
SPOTTISWOODE
Graffiti Theatre

walked out in the middle of them to compilations of different pieces,
such as the Random
Acts shows [in 1997 and
2000].”
Classic productions
that ran in summer
months — either outdoors in various Salt
Spring locales, or at
ArtSpring — were the
most successful, said
Spottiswoode.
“ We found doing
these in the summer
time was a really good
crowd pleaser.”
The “high spot” was
probably Graffiti’s production of The Tempest, directed by Libby
Mason in 2007, she said.
Spottiswoode’s own
all-time favourite was
the 2004 run of Noel
Coward’s Blithe Spirit,
a Festival ArtSpring

presentation directed
by Na n a i m o - b a s e d
Burton Lancaster, a
former director in London’s West End. In it she
played Ruth, the strongwilled second wife of
main character and
novelist Charles Condomine.
Blithe Spirit illustrated one of Graffiti’s hallmarks: the use of professionals working with
community members
who had a passion for
theatre, and the resulting “raising of the bar”
that occurred.
“We had professional directors, costume
designers and lighting
designers, for example,
which really enhanced
the arts community
here,” said Spottiswoode.
Graffiti also cultivated a youth focus, working with the Gulf Islands
School of the Performing Arts and high school
drama teacher Jason
Donaldson.
Re b e c c a Ny g a rd ,
who has been Graffiti’s associate director
for a number of years,
will take over the helm
in January, with a rich
histor y, community
support and a number
of theatre resources to
work with.
Meanwhile, Spottiswoode will have more
time to go sailing with
husband Tom Navratil,
as well as horseback
riding on and off the
island.
She is also writing
a book chronicling 14
years of cruising the
coast on the boat that
Navratil built in the
‘70s, and is currently
working on the map
illustrations with her
friend, theatre designer and artist Molly
March.
Before she leaves,
she’d like to give kudos
to some island businesses that provided
consistent support to
Graffiti over the years
— Apple Photo, Slegg
Lumber and Windsor
Plywood, and the Driftwood.
She noted how difficult it is to raise the
money to create quality
theatrical productions
year after year. Canada has less of philanthropic tradition than
the U.S. when it comes
to the performing arts,
which means more
government support is
needed here.
“If the government
isn’t going to support
the arts, there isn’t going
to be any arts if someone doesn’t step up.”

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY

Cast of The Imaginary Invalid, by Moliere, including Mandy Spottiswoode, front
right, and Graﬃti co-founder Yvonne Adalian, front left, in 2001. Graﬃti Theatre
productions have often included fabulous period costumes. At right, actor
Ryan Hesp as the creature Caliban in The Tempest, one of Graﬃti’s Shakespeare
in Mouat Park shows and the one Spottiswoode describes as Graﬃti’s high
point in its 15 years so far.

www.
windsorssi.
com

Stay Connected with
Windsor Plywood
Join us for the launch
of the Windsor website

Windsor Plywood
Salt Spring Island

The “Social Network”
Find “Woody”
dy”
on
Facebook

Windsor Plywood
Salt Spring Island

Windsor Starts 2012 With A
Web -Tastick Event
Join Us on The Web or on
Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
See You There!!

166 RAINBOW ROAD
Neighbours helping neighbours
...build their dreams

Don’t forget
I’m “Mobile” too!

www.windsorssi.com • general@windsorssi.com
PH: 250-537-5564 FAX: 250-537-1207

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM - 5:30 PM / SATURDAY 8 AM - 5:30 PM / CLOSED SUNDAYS

14 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2011 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

MASSIVE
Boxing Week Sale
❄ Winter Clothing & Boots
❄ Ski Jackets, Pants & Gloves. . .
❄ Fitness & Yoga Wear
❄ Backpacks, Jeans & Tees. . .
Going Tropical?
35-60% off all
Beach & Travel Wear
in our “Off Season” Store.
161 & 163 FFulford-Ganges
16
161
lf d G
Rd
Rd.
d
250-537-2553
Sales Ends Dec. 31st!!
PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

ARTSPRING CALENDAR

ArtSpring a busy place in Jan.
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before Christmas passing out candy canes and Christmas cheer around Ganges. .

LE

CO

MAYOR OF WHOVILLE: Lorn Nelson, the self-proclaimed “mayor of Whoville,” was seen in the week

ER KETT
PP

ITY PARTN

E

A Fun Look At 2012, Each Month And Every Day
Hundreds Of Smiles And Enjoyment All In One Calendar

COPPER KETTLE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP CALENDAR
Great Stocking Stuffer!! • Suggested Donation $25.00
Available At Embe Bakery, Salt Spring Books and S.O.L.I.D. STORE.
THANK YOU! BEST OF THE SEASON AND NEW YEAR TO ALL.

GREETINGS GIFTS GOURMET HOME & FASHION

BOXING WEEK
20% - 70% OFF

JEWELLERY

FASHION

HOME

TRAVEL

SOAPWORKS

SCARVES

CANDLES

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!
MON-SAT 9-5:30
SUNDAY 10-5

250-537-5551 OLDSALTY.CA

In the Gallery
Small Town Chicks Event
Friday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
Small Town Chicks presents Dr.
Ahava Shira, poet, writer, storyteller, photographer and long-time
journaler with over 20 years experience as a solo and collaborative
artist and educator. She is passionate about using creative and contemplative practices as openings
into personal growth and collective healing. This event is free to
Small Town Chicks members and
$25 for non-members. Contact
Michele Akerman for more information, michele@smalltownchicks.com.
The Shakespeare Show:
Gallery Cabaret
Saturday, Jan. 14, 7:30 pm
Vancouver’s Monster Theatre —
two actors who are anything but
monstrous — presents a hilarious hour-long play about the supposed authorship of Shakespeare’s
plays. Endlessly inventive and
wonderfully funny, their performance is much more gem than
oddity. Part of a series of affordable
shows in the gallery space.
Senior’s Forum: Sponsored by
Heritage Place for Seniors
Monday, Jan. 30, 2 p.m.
Free info session. Management from Meadowbrook; Brae
Haven, Greenwoods and Heritage
Place will describe the services
available at each. Time will be
allowed for Q&A’s. Jim Pasuta, Barrister & Solicitor, will explain the
changes in legislation as of Sept.
2011 regarding power of attorney
and representation agreements.
Refreshments provided. An RSVP
to 250-537-8340 or office@heritageplace.info, for numbers only,
would be appreciated.
In the Theatre
GISS Dance
Thursday-Friday, Jan. 5-6, 7:30
p.m.More info to come!
2nd Story Theatre Presents:
The Odyssey
Tuesday-Wednesday, Jan. 10-11,
7:30 pm
Follow the mythical journey of
the famed hero Odysseus (Teal
Morris) in an ancient Greek adventure that is worth re-telling. Come
along with him as he makes his
way from the depths of the ocean
to his home town of Ithaca. With
the assistance of the wise goddess Athena (Maddi Mackay), he’ll
make his way through the underworld, past cyclopes and scheming enchantresses on this fantas-

tic tale of courage, adventure and
vanquishing challenges in the pursuit of love. Performed by GISS’s
Acting 11/12 class, this epic is one
part comedy, one part catastrophe, with pick ups of humour and
let downs of sorrow. All this adds
together to create a story you aren’t
likely to forget.
Met Opera: Satyagraha
Saturday, Jan. 14, 10 a.m.
Encore Presentation — Glass’s
Satyagraha — The Met’s visually
extravagant production is back
for an encore engagement. Richard Croft once again is Gandhi in
Philip Glass’s unforgettable opera,
which the Washington Post calls
“a profound and beautiful work of
theater.”
Out Innerspace
Monday, Jan. 16, 8 p.m.
Out Innerspace is one of Vancouver’s most exciting young
dance companies. David Raymond and Tiffany Tregarthen are
extraordinary dancers and passionately imaginative choreographers. Their August 2011 residency
at ArtSpring will result in the creation of a new work, which will
form the centrepiece of this evening’s performance.
Pentaedre
Wednesday, Jan. 18, 8 p.m., preconcert chat at 7 p.m.
Pentaèdre is a unique Canadian
quintet dedicated to reinvigorating and redefining chamber music
for wind ensemble. They have
travelled throughout Canada and
the US, and in Europe and the
Middle East, as often as not engaging in interdisciplinary projects
with collaborators ranging from
string quartets to actors, dancers
and mimes.Their ArtSpring concert will include operatic transcriptions from Mozart, Rossini
and Briccialdi, as well as compositions by Matthieu Lussier and
Paquito D’Rivera.
GISS Music
Friday, Jan. 20, 7:30 p.m.
GISS music presents a mid-year
performance of jr. and sr. choir
plus jazzband and sr. composition
class.
Met Opera: The Enchanted
Island
Saturday, Jan. 21, 10 a.m.
In The Enchanted Island, the
lovers from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream are shipwrecked on his other-worldly
island of The Tempest. Inspired
by the musical pastiches and
masques of the 18th century, the
work showcases arias and ensem-

bles by Handel, Vivaldi, Rameau,
and others, and a new libretto by
Jeremy Sams.
State of the Arts: How Societies
Make Music
Six Sundays, Jan. 22-Feb. 26,
1:30 to 4 p.m.
Conducted by George Ehring.
The role of the Roman Catholic
Church, patrons, and the State in
the evolution of Western art music
from the Middle Ages to the 20th
century. Along with lots of good
music, we’ll explore art and architecture, peasant life and high society, famine and plague, and plenty
of strange goings-on.
Life After Growth: Richard
Heinberg
Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m.
Live Via Webcast
Richard Heinberg is coming to
ArtSpring via live webcast, which
will include the opportunity for
audience members to ask questions. Heinberg is the author of 10
books, including The Party’s Over,
Peak Everything, and his latest
book, The End of Growth: Adapting to Our New Economic Reality
which challenges the expansionary trajectory of industrial civilization. This event is sponsored
by Transition Salt Spring and SSI
Conservancy.
Met Opera: Rodelinda
Saturday, Jan. 28, 10 a.m.
Handel’s Rodelinda — Sensational in the 2004 Met premiere
of Stephen Wadsworth’s muchheralded production, Renée
Fleming reprises the title role.
She’s joined by Stephanie Blythe
and countertenor Andreas
Scholl, and Baroque specialist
Harry Bicket conducts.
Eve Egoyan
Saturday, Jan. 28, 8 p.m., with a
pre-concert chat at 7 p.m.
Born in Victoria, pianist Eve
Egoyan has become one of the
most important performers of
new music in Canada. She has
presented world premières and
North America premières of
many works by the most important composers of our day, both
in Canada and around the world.
For her ArtSpring concert we
have given her free rein to put
together a program that will
serve as an introduction to the
most interesting sounds of our
time.
IN THE LOBBY
This month features works by
the Salt Spring Photography Club,
entitled Best of 2011.
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People&
Community

DECEMBER SPECIALS

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

BOARD GAMES

Scrabble fever takes hold

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES

Scrabble tiles spell a slogan used by the Stephen Lewis Foundation in reference to
the fight against HIV/AIDS in Africa.

Old school
board game still
scores big
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

There may still
be more than three
months until the
tiles hit the table for
the island’s fourth
annual Grandmothers to Grandmothers
Scrabble Tournament,
but a group of diehard wordsmiths are
already gearing up for
what they hope will be
the event’s most successful year to date.
Pat Brown, one of
the many volunteers
who helps organize
the tournament, has
begun to host regular
game days to build
momentum ahead

“If you’re a word
person, it’s just a
fun game.”
PAT BROWN
Coordinator,
Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Scrabble
Tournament
of the March tournament. Her group
meets early each
month for afternoon
matches, usually at
the Salt Spring Inn.
Within a few months,
she expects islanders
will be in fine form to
raise a record-breaking amount of cash for
the Grandmothers to
Grandmothers campaign.
Since the late winter
Scrabble tourney got
started, Brown said,
the effort has raised
more than $20,000
for the Stephen Lewis
Foundation.

The initiative delivers funds to community-level organizations
that provide African
grandmothers and the
children in their care
with supports such as
food, educational supplies, uniforms and
school fees, medical
care, HIV counselling
and testing, adequate
housing and bedding,
home visits and so
much more, according
to information from
the Stephen Lewis
Foundation website.
Donations to the
local effort have come
in from children as
young as seven to veteran players in their
‘90s.
For Brown, an avid
wordy, Scrabble is
among the few board
games that can span
the generations. What
has made it stand out
for so long, however, is
still anybody’s guess.
“If you’re a word
person, it’s just a fun
game,” she said. “If
you can unlock the
mystery of that you
can unlock the mystery of why Scrabble is
so popular.”
Scrabble is an oldtime favourite that
ra n k s c o n s i s t e n t l y
among the world’s
t o p b o a rd g a m e s.
Even during a time
when video games
are king, board game
makers have experienced something of
a mild resurgence in
recent years. According to U.S. statistics,
board game sales have
i n c re a s e d s t e a d i l y
since 2007. The years
2008 and 2009 saw
increases of approximately 23 and 20 per
cent.
Though the jur y
may still be out on
w h a t’s f u e l l e d t h e
board game frenzy, the
phenomenon has led

to a wider variety of
new titles and plenty
of upgrades.
The classic Scrabble
board and wooden
tiles has morphed into
more than a dozen
variations, which
ironically also include
video game and online
versions.
Thanks to their
flexible rules, which
include letter trading,
and the creation of
Super Scrabble, Ruth
Pepin and her 90-yearold neighbour, Mary
Small, routinely pile
on upwards of 1,000
points each — something that isn’t so hard
to do when the double-size board features
lucrative “quadruple
word score” spaces
and twice as many
tiles.
The first person to
reach 2,000 gets taken
out for lunch, but
Pepin said it’s the relationships she’s created
by playing the game
for more than 50 years
that keeps her coming
back for more.
“I think it’s because
it’s always different,”
she said. “You never
get two words the
same. There are thousands of words and it’s
always challenging.”
Organizers of this
year’s Grandmothers’
tournament hope to
inspire a new generation of Scrabble
players, infused with
a healthy sense of
social justice, who will
continue to play for
another half century.
“ W h e n we c o o rdinate it with the
schools, it’s a multigenerational thing
we’ve got going on,”
Brown said. “Kids are
brought up with a lot
more global awareness. The kids that
it sparks, it really
sparks.”

FISH & CHIPS

RESIDENTS’ SPECIALS
Every Friday night
until February 24th

2 piece cod $9.95
2 piece halibut $12.95
served with hand cut fries &
house made zingy roast garlic
tartar sauce.

News
Updates
Follow the Driftwood
on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

Dec 31st, 2011
SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach
Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568
Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

Please visit our website

www.iwav.org
Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services



New Year’s Eve
5 Course Garry Oaks
Winemakers’ Dinner
7:00PM Seating
Make reservations:
nathan@saltspringharbourhouse.com
Harbour House Hotel
537-4700

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK



Menu Preview:
www.saltspringharbourhouse.com
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RINGS OF FIRE: Nathan Cooper entertains people attending the Island Escapades solstice bonﬁre
event on the beach in front of Island Escapades on the evening of Dec. 21.

HEALTH

Weight-loss support group
takes members for Jan. date
Personal trainer and
nutritionist part of ﬁrst
eight-week session
A new weight-loss group is
being formed on Salt Spring,
just in time to make a difference in success with New
Year’s resolutions.
“One of the best ways to stay
on track and stay motivated is
to have a support team behind
you,” explains a press release.
“Having people in your life
who understand and support

your goals can make all the
difference. Join our support
group and see just how much
more you can achieve. Your
long-term success will be easier with help from others.”
The group, which is facilitated by a personal trainer and
a nutritionist, will take place
weekly starting the second
week of January. Sessions will
run for eight weeks at an introductory level.
“At the beginning you will
be encouraged to set your
own realistic goals. Then, at
each weekly meeting, valu-

able information and strategies will be presented, which
will help you reach your goals
safely and effectively. In this
supportive and enlightening
environment, nothing will
seem impossible. Much can
be gained from the experience
and perspective of others.”
Once participants’ original goals have been met, the
group will continue for another eight weeks at a more indepth level.
Phone 250-931-5483 or
email jtsimpson66@gmail.
com for more details.

TRAIL & NATURE CLUB

Hiking club lays out
schedule for January
Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be on Thursday, Jan.
26 at the Community Gospel Chapel.
Doors open at 11:45, with lunch starting at 12:30. A sandwich lunch will
be provided for members. Our guest
speaker is Paul Linton, who will present “Wildflowers of Salt Spring Island.”

NO HST IN JANUARY
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
WINTER HOURS
Mon-Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4

Ganges Village

www.mouatsclothingco.com

250.537.5551

Nature Group
Footprints in the Snow — On-island,
snow permitting. Contact Teresa if you
would like to participate in a snowshoeing and nature adventure (250537-0978). Snowshoes are required.
Hikers
Jan. 10: Zeke Blazecka leads a moderate hike with a few strenuous sections in the Hope Hill area. Meet at
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. or Drummond
Park at 10 a.m.
Jan. 17: Linda Quiring leads a moderate hike through a private reserve
in the Musgrave area. Explore one of
Salt Spring’s largest groves of huge first
growth firs. Meet at ArtSpring at 9:45
a.m. or Drummond Park at 10 a.m.
Jan. 24: Lynn Thompson leads a
strenuous hike up Mt. Prevost on Vancouver Island. Meet at Portlock Park
at 8:30 a.m. to catch the 9 a.m. ferry to
Crofton. Note: the alternative route in
the event of snow will be a moderate
hike to Christie Falls near Ladysmith.
Jan. 31: Sheryl Taylor-Munro leads
a long but moderate hike, with some
climbing, on the new trails in Channel

Ridge. The hike will start at the Pringle
Farm Road trail head. Carpool from
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. or meet at the
trailhead at the end of Pringle Farm
Road (off Sunset Drive) at 10 a.m.
Walkers
Jan. 10: Bryan Adderley leads a walk
in the Furness Road/Burgoyne Bay
area. Leave ArtSpring 10 a.m. or meet
at the Burgoyne Triangle at 10:15 a.m.
Jan. 17: Nieke Visser leads a mystery
walk. Car pool from ArtSpring at 10
a.m.
Jan. 24: Jean Gelwicks takes us
around the Ganges Village pathways
network including the new one. We
will explore completed and future
pathways. We leave ArtSpring at 10
a.m.
Jan. 31: Anke Smeele leads an off
island walk in Glendale Gardens.
Leave ArtSpring at 9 a.m. to catch the
9:50 a.m. Fulford ferry.
Ramblers
Jan. 10: Ramble in Byron Road area
led by Sterling and Maureen. Meet at
Centennial Park at 10 a.m. to carpool.
Jan. 17: Ramble in Fernwood Area
led by Cathy Darling. Meet at Centennial Park at 10 a.m. to carpool.
Jan. 24: Mystery Ramble. Meet in
Centennial Park at 10 a.m.
Jan. 31: Ramble in Burgoyne area
led by Harold Page. Meet at Centennial Park at 10 a.m. or at the Burgoyne
Triangle at 10:15 a.m.
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Top News Headlines for 2011
See Page 22 for a list of selected achievements, firsts, and people and institutions we bid farewell to during the year.

January

February

March

• Property sales for
2010 came in below 200
homes for the thirdc o n s e c u t i v e y e a r. B. C .
Assessment data showed
the market value of
homes on the island and
throughout the sourt h e r n Gu l f Is l a n d s f e l l
between one and two per
cent. The drop represented a second year of slight
decline.

• A drinking water
advisor y was issued for
t h e Hi g h l a n d d r i n k i n g
water system after an
algal bloom in St. Mary
Lake resulted in elevated
levels of cyanobacteria.
The advisor y remained
in effect until early summer.

• Salt Spring residents
st e p p e d u p t o s u p p o r t
Ja p a n Re l i e f , a l o c a l
group established to help
victims of the devastating earthquake, tsunami
and nuclear tragedy in
Japan’s Tohoku region.

• A flood of donations
from island residents
and a major contribution
from Shaw Communications Inc. helped the Salt
Sp r i n g I s l a n d C o n s e rvancy seal the deal on a
320-acre piece of forested land along Musgrave
Road.
• The Parks and Recreation Commission
quashed any hopes for
an ice rink or leisure pool
on the island, citing high
costs and a need to focus
on maintaining and
improving the facilities it
already has.
• Members of Salt
Spring Island’s paramedic crew learned they’d be
packing their bags and
moving into a brand new
ambulance facility on
Park Drive in the future
thanks to a decision by
the island’s local Tr ust
committee.
• The CRD decided
to follow through with
enforcement of its nodogs bylaw in Centennial
and Portlock parks.

*Model shown is a 2012 Forester 2.5X 5MT (CJ1 XO) with MSRP of $28,105 including freight & PDI ($1,595), documentation
fees ($395) and air and tire levies ($120). License, taxes, insurance and registration extra. **2.9% ﬁnance and lease rates
available on all new 2012 Forester models for a 24-month term. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota
Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. †$500 holiday bonus offer applies only to retail purchase lease, ﬁnance agreements
or cash purchases for new 2012 Forester models. Dealers may sell for less. **/†Offers valid until Jan. 4, 2012.

• About 25 people
staged a protest against
the Creek House Phase III
building that would see
an expanded Mark’s Work
Wearhouse in a spot formerly occupied by four
small businesses on Fulford-Ganges Road.

• The planner contracted by the Salt Spring Local
Tr u s t C o m m i t t e e p r e dicted that broader public discussion over how
implementation of the
province’s Riparian Areas
Regulation will affect
island property owners
meant the debate would
likely extend beyond the
Islands Trust’s hoped-for
June deadline.
• Fe r r i e s C E O D a v i d
Hahn warned passengers
of the prospect of ferry
fare increases of up to
100 per cent over the next
four years if the province
didn’t increase its annual
subsidy by $25 million.

• Salt Spring’s transit
service received news of
increased funding support from BC Transit for
e x p a n d e d s e r v i c e. T h e
new schedule would
come into effect in the
summertime.
• Highland and Fernwood water district residents voted 125-47 to
allow the Capital Regional District to borrow up
to an additional $500,000
to complete work on a
highly anticipated water
treatment plant upgrade.

2011 REVIEW continued on 18
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Oﬀ-island media showed up in Ganges to ﬁlm a protest about construction of phase III of
the Creek House development. Some islanders were vocal about the impact the loss of
four small shops would have on the village’s character.

• An early morning 2.9
magnitude earthquake
t h a t o c c u r re d b e t we e n
Salt Spring and Galiano
islands reminded islanders to be more prepared.
Witnesses described the
quake as a loud boom.
• Tw o G u l f I s l a n d s
b r o t h e r s — Ty l e r a n d
Dylan Marsden — were
among the sur vivors of
a 6.3 magnitude earthq u a k e t h a t re s u l t e d i n
the deaths of at least 65
people in Christchurch,
New Zealand.
• What began as an
ordinary morning around
the breakfast table took
a dramatic twist when a
lightning str ike zipped
through a couple’s home
that fronted on Ganges
Harbour.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Salt Spring Island Middle School students contribute to a banner of love for teacher Bruce Creswick, who died suddenly at
home on Feb. 19 at age 51. Creswick was best known as the band teacher, and for his tie-dyed shirts and Converse runners.

6 * '  0 ' 9      ( 1 4 ' 5 6 ' 4

STANDARD FEATURES:r5[OOGVTKECNHWNNVKOG#9&r*2
$1:'4GPIKPGrURFOCPWCNVTCPUOKUUKQPYKVJ*KNN*QNFGT
U[UVGOr*GCVGFHTQPVUGCVUr&TKXGTCPFHTQPVRCUUGPIGTHTQPV
CPF UKFGKORCEV CKTDCIU r #% r 8GJKENG &[PCOKEU %QPVTQN
U[UVGOCPF6TCEVKQP%QPVTQNU[UVGOr4QQHTCKNUr#PFOQTG

Incomparably equipped from

(QTGUVGT:

Lease/Finance
24 mos., as low as

Winter. Finally.

2.9%**

$28,105*
HOLIDAY
BONUS

g

$500

†

5[OOGVTKECN#NN9JGGN&TKXG6TCEVKQP%QPVTQN;GCJDCD[

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

1 888 849 3091
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5932

18 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2011 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

YEAR IN REVIEW

A

Attention New
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your
opportunity for a
great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for
your greeting, gifts
& useful info.

250-537-1558

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY ELIZABETH
NOLAN

Johnson’s Shell Service
truck removes the
trademark Shell sign
fom its downtown Ganges business. Competition from the Mid-Island
Co-op store in Ganges
made selling fuel an
unviable service.

2011 REVIEW

continued from18
• T h e I s l a n d s Tr u s t
launched legal action
against Westcoast Vacations
Inc., an online service that
links visitors with rental
accommodation and tourist
information on Salt Spring,
the outer Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island.
• Members of Gulf Islande r s f o r Sa f e Te c h n o l o g y
launched public opposition
to BC Hydro’s plans to install
wireless smart meters on
island homes.
• Following the demolition of buildings that had
housed Admiral’s, Windflower Moon, Acoustic Planet and Saltspring Soapworks
in Ganges, human remains
were found on the site when
development of Phase III of
the Creek House building
began.

April
• Ferry fares increased by
nearly seven per cent on BC
Ferries’ minor routes.
• The Capital Regional
District and Gulf Islands
School District announced
a plan to build between 30
and 50 units of affordable
housing off Drake Road near
Ganges.
• Me m b e r s o f t h e Sa l t
Spring Local Trust Committee approved a visionar y
63-acre community farmland application in the Burgoyne Valley.
• Sgt. George Jenkins took
the helm at the Salt Spring
RCMP detachment, replacing Staff Sgt. Danny Willis.

this week sponsored by:

Driftwood
rifttwo
G U L F

I S L A N D S

M E D I A

www.driftwoodgimedia.com

• Attendees at the Salt
Spring Fire Protection
Distr ict’s annual general
meeting learned the long
search for a new fire hall
site could come to rest near
Brinkworthy after property
owner Tri-Star Communities offered to donate a parcel of land.
• Toxins from an algal
bloom at Weston Lake resulted in a drinking water advisory for residents who live
on Sunnyside and Tahouney
Roads.

• A record number of voters turned out at Salt Spring
advance polls held for the
2011 federal election.
• Island Wildlife Natural
Care Centre played a pivotal role in rescuing a sick
porpoise from the waters
of Ganges Harbour. A Coast
Guard vessel transported
the animal to the Vancouver Aquarium, where it died
after marine mammal specialists worked for two and
a half weeks to achieve its
recovery.

May
• Elizabeth May achieved
a historic victory as Canada’s first Green MP and the
first Green at the federal
level in North America. May
defeated longtime SaanichGulf Islands Conservative
representative Gary Lunn
and took the riding with 46.3
per cent of the vote. Voter
turn-out in the riding was
the highest in the country at
75.2 per cent.
• Gulf Islands residents,
led by Hornby Island’s Larry
Pierce, petitioned the community development minister to amend the Islands
Trust Act due to concerns
that Islands Trust Council
was protecting the environment over communities. Minister Ida Chong
ruled out any review before
November’s local elections.
• Kathy Reimer reported
doctors had successfully achieved a double lung
transplant for her son James
after he had waited for 18
months in critical condition
in Toronto.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Voters lined up for up to 90 minutes at ArtSpring to register
their vote in the federal election.
bour aboard their sailboat
La Lapiote. The travelling
French duo became a popular entertainment during
visits throughout the summer.
• Island photographers
documented the community
in the Driftwood’s 8th annual Day in the Life feature.
Highlights included the illumination of Duthie Gallery’s
Summer Lights show.

June

• Members of the Highland Water Distr ict were
able to drink their tap water
again after the CRD lifted
a six-month advisory. The
district was unable to treat
the possible effects of a toxic
algal bloom on St. Mary Lake
until a chlorination system
was put in place.

• The Gulf Islands School
District received a $12,500
grant to expand its Connecting Generations project
through the Growing Innovation program.

• Salt Spring hockey fans
described seeing the Vancouver Canucks lose the
Stanley Cup final and the
subsequent riot in Vancouver.

• L e Vo i l i e r Sp e c t a c l e
acrobats made their first
appearance at Ganges Har-

• Is l a n d e r s s h u t d ow n
two public meetings scheduled to gather comments

• The remains of six First
Nations people discovered
during the Creek House construction project were laid
to rest at a private location
near Reginald Hill.

o n a p ro p o s e d by l a w t o
implement the provincially
mandated Riparian Areas
Regulation. RCMP officers
attended the second meeti n g a t A r t Sp r i n g , w h e re
approximately 500 people
turned up for seats at the
260-capacity venue. The
local Trust committee voted
to abandon the bylaw as
proposed in July.
• Salt Spring’s transit service expanded to include
bus routes on Sundays and
holiday Mondays as well as
extra trips to the ferries and
other routes.

July
• Teen fiddler Wesley Hardisty played for royal couple
Will and Kate during a welcoming ceremony in Yellowknife. Other local participants
in the Canadian visit included a painting gifted by Robert Bateman and Salt Spring
Island Cheese being featured
on the menu at Rideau Hall.

2011 REVIEW continued on 19
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Mary Burns with the remains of a car on her Garner Road property and one that rolled on top of it
before catching ﬁre.

2011 REVIEW
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July, cont.
• Salt Spring’s public library started the
process of building
a new site by moving its collection to a
temporar y location
on Jackson Avenue.
The existing McPhillips Avenue building
closed its doors for
good after being open
for 47 years.
• A cougar was spotted at Semour Heights
and Armand Way, the
first of many sightings
to occur around the
island over the summer.
• Islanders held their
first rally protesting BC
Hydro’s smart meter
plan. The issue would
become a hot topic for
2011.
• Salt Spring’s Gary
Holman won his bid
to become the provincial NDP candidate for
Saanich North and the
Islands for the second
consecutive time. A
provincial election had
been anticipated for the
fall.
• The nation’s media
set its eyes on Salt
Spring after a judge
granted a police request
that he be “banished”
a man from Vancouver Island. The man
had dined-and-dashed
at the Salt Spring Inn,
attempted to avoid capture and assaulted a
police officer.

August
• The Parks and Recreation Commission
continued to battle
with mysterious “ecothieves” over a memorial bench on Reginald
Hill. The culprits made
off with the concrete
footings in July and
came back for the
bench itself in August.
• The Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee passed a bylaw
increasing employee
numbers and building
sizes for home-based
businesses. The same
bylaw brought in great-

er restrictions on noise,
odour, dust and other
neighbourhood disturbances.
• Islanders marked
the death of federal
NDP leader Jack Layton with a celebration
of his life at Centennial
Park.
• Salt Spring FireRescue got a bad situation under control
quickly after a car crash
ignited the surrounding forest on Garner
Road.
• The Fulford Water
Commission filed a
claim against the Capital Regional District in
hopes of recovering
$179,000 spent in the
construction of a new
water treatment facility, alleging negligence
and mismanagement.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Valdy and Elizabeth May both had a terriﬁc 2011, with May becoming the ﬁrst Green MP elected in North America, in the Saanich-Gulf
Islands riding, and Valdy was named to the Order of Canada. The pair teamed up for Canada Day festivities in Ganges.
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499.99

18.2 cu. ft. fridge with top freezer.

$150 OFF

W

Sears reg. 649.99
White also ON SALE
R4684 CC124F5 B M
4642043

499.99

Self-clean smooth-top range
with hidden bake element
and warm & ready zone.

VDOH

$280 OFF
Sears reg. 779.99
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2268942

September
• Gulf Islands School
District students
returned to the classroom amid job action
by teachers. The B.C.
Teachers’ Federation
and B.C. Public School
Employers’ Association had failed to come
to a contract agreement, resulting in the
withdrawal of noninstructional services
by teachers.
• More than 95 per
cent of respondents to
an online Salt Spring
Islands Trust survey
said they believed
legalization of secondary suites would benefit the community and
provide needed affordable housing on the
island. The survey was
part of an input-gathering process initiated
by the Trust.
• Islands Trust Council passed a motion
calling for a moratorium on mandatory
smart meter installations by BC Hydro
“until any problems
identified regardi n g w i re l e s s s m a r t
meter technology
can be independently
assessed and acceptable alternatives can
be made available at
no added cost to the
consumer.”
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Here's my
Card!

Despite every technological
advance, business cards remain
an essential business tool.

Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.
#6-315 Upper Ganges Road

Blue Velvet Upholstering

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOT BY DERRICK LUNDY

A large crowd turned out for a tribute to Jack Layton, who died from cancer on Aug. 22.
Parts & Supplies Stocked

Holger Hermann, BFA
Holger@hermann.ca

250-537-5147
100 Twin¾ower Way, Saltspring Island

Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com

Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999
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September,
continued
• A Return on Insight poll
commissioned by the Driftwood found that 47 per cent
of respondents favoured
incorporation for Salt Spring.
Thirty-one per cent said they
favoured the status quo, while
16 per cent were unsure and
five per cent said they’d like
t o s e e o t h e r g ov e r n m e n t
options explored. The poll
was part of a larger marketing
and readership survey of 301
Salt Spring adults conducted
between Sept. 17 and 19.
• The CRD removed a fivemonth-long drinking water
advisor y for residents of
Ta h o u n e y a n d S u n n y s i d e
roads in the Fulford Water
District after the 16 properties were finally hooked up to
the new water system.
• Prov i n c i a l N D P l e a d e r
Adrian Dix visited Salt Spring
for a fundraising brunch on
Sept. 11.

October
• The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure gave
its approval to a Salt Spring
Transportation Commission
project that will see a sidewalk constructed on the north
side of Lower Ganges Road
from Blain Road to Upper
Ganges Road, and other safety
improvements in the North
Ganges area.
• R i c h a rd C l a r k e, a Sa l t

Spring resident who will represent Canada in sailing at
the 2012 Olympic Games in
London, gave a public presentation at Mahon Hall.
• Local election fever raged
on Salt Spring as six candidates filed nomination papers
for two Islands Trust trustee
positions; six did the same
for the electoral area director position for the Capital
Regional District; and 10 candidates put their names forward for three available Salt
Spring school trustee seats.
Trust candidates were David
B o r r ow m a n , C a r o l D o d d ,
George Grams, Peter Grove,
Larry Woods and Mark Wyatt.
CRD candidates were Carole
Eyles, incumbent Garth Hendren, Ken Lee, Dietrich Luth,
Wayne McIntyre and Leslie
Wallace. School board candidates were Katharine Byers,
Cindy Clark, Jean Elwell, Scott
Howe, Christine Hunt, Kathy
Page, incumbent Rob Pingle,
Michael Ryan, John Wakefield
and Neil Wilkinson. Elwell
later dropped out of the race.
• The federal and provincial
governments agreed on boundaries for a proposed marine
conservation area in the southern Gulf Islands. The agreement
forged the possibility of better protection for the seabed,
waters and species found in the
area from the southern tip of
Gabriola Island to Saanich Inlet
and Cordova Bay.
• A court petition filed by 15
Salt Spring residents on Oct. 7
accused trustees Christine Torgrimson and George Ehring,
and electoral area director Garth
Hendren of conflict of interest
related to payments they made
to the island’s Climate Action

Council and Water Council. Justice Brian MacKenzie dismissed
the claims against Hendren in
a decision rendered Nov. 18,
one day before local elections. A
judgement related to the claims
against the former trustees had
still not been released by presstime for the Year in Review 2011
feature.
• The first major Velo Village
“idea factory” occurred on Oct.
26. Velo Village is a three-day
celebration of rural cycling set
for Salt Spring on June 21-23,
2012, where more than 1,000
cyclists are expected to visit the
island.
• Saanich-Gulf Islands MP
Elizabeth May questioned a federal riding redistribution proposal after longtime Saanich
Conservative party volunteer
Bruce Hallsor suggested in an
article that the Conservatives
could again win its once-safe
seat if the area south of McKenzie Avenue, the Gulf Islands
and Gordon Head, or some
combination of the three, were
removed from the current riding.
• Stephen Lewis, the former
Canadian ambassador to the
United Nations and the UN’s
special envoy for HIV/AIDS in
Africa, spoke to a crowd of more
than 800 at Gulf Islands Secondary School on Oct. 22 at a Salt
Spring Forum-sponsored event.
• The histor ically muchtroubled Salt Spring Island
Village Resort on Bullock Lake
was purchased by Plat:Form
Proper ties from the Lower
Mainland in October.
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The ArtSpring stage was crowded with candidates for Islands Trust and CRD positions as six vied for the
two Salt Spring trustee seats and six for the chance to be the island’s electoral area director.
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Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.
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Salt Spring ﬁireﬁghters attack a ﬁre on
Maliview Drive that saw
a garage fully engulfed
in ﬂames by the time it
was reported and crews
arrived on the morning
of Dec. 18.

November
• About 50 Salt Spring residents declared the island to
be a “smart meter free” zone
following a strategy meeting
hosted by Gulf Islanders for
Safe Technology on Oct. 28.
• Salt Spring doctors
appealed for community help
in creating a committee that
would help recruit more physicians for the island to avert a
doctor-shortage crisis.
• A woman was in hospital recovering from severe
c a r b o n - m o n ox i d e p o i s o n ing after she mistakenly left a
car running in a garage in the
Kingfisher Cove condominium complex. Fifteen people
attending a “meet-and-greet”
event for election candidates
Carole Eyles and Larry Woods
in an adjacent unit were also
evacuated and some treated in
hospital.
• Salt Spring election winners
were Wayne McIntyre (CRD),
George Grams and Peter Grove
(trustees), Rob Pingle, Kathy
Page and Kathar ine Byers
(school board). Voter turn-out
was 41.7 per cent.
• Election winners in the

• Quality Dry Cleaners
• Shirt Service & Laundry
• Blankets, Comforters
& Duvets

• Linen Rentals
• Entrance Mat Rentals
• Vacuum Cleaner Sales
& Servicing

SALTSPRING

Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5 / Sat. 10-4

Linen & Dry Cleaners

250.537.2241

116 Hereford Ave., Saltspring Island,BC V8K 2T4

southern Gulf Islands were:
S a n d y Po t t l e a n d L o u i s e
Decario (Galiano trustees);
Je a n i n e D o d d s a n d Br i a n
Crumblehulme (Mayne trustees); Ken Hancock and Gary
Steeves (North Pender trustees); Mike Jones and Liz Montague (South Pender trustees);
and Paul Brent and Pamela
Janszen (Saturna trustees).
David Howe was elected to
the CRD board by acclamation, as were school trustees
May McKenzie (Mayne), Bonn i e Mc Gi l l i v ra y ( Ga l i a n o ) ,
Pete Williams (Pender) and
Susanne Middleditch (Saturna).
• The Cedar Lane Water Service Commission put itself on
the list of local water commissions fed up with its relationship with the CRD. The commission accused the CRD of
wasting its money and poor
communication practices.
• A new picnic shelter was
erected at Portlock Park thanks
to the Salt Spring Lions Club.
• A nine-year-old Lower
Mainland girl was lucky to
escape with only minor bruises after she fell into a well during a family hike in Burgoyne
Bay Provincial Park on Nov. 26.

drycleaners@telus.net

December
• Salt Spring’s Liquid Waste
Disposal Local Service Commission agreed to raise islanders’
parcel tax by almost 20 per cent
in order to pay for higher operating costs and some required
upgrades to allow for the transfer of the island’s septage to an
off-island treatment facility. A
planned upgrade authorized by
a 2008 referendum did not occur
when it became apparent that
not enough money had been
budgeted by the CRD for the
project.

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
JOSH LACY
certified technician
FREE ESTIMATES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

“Since 1964”

• Smart meter opponents
staged a protest outside the BC
Hydro building on Lower Ganges Road on Dec. 12.

250-537-2167
• Salt Spring RCMP were
investigating a spree of vandalism, joy riding, mischief and a
car fire that occurred in the wee
hours of Dec. 11.
• A fire gutted a Maliview
duplex on the morning of Dec.
18. Fortunately, the occupants
of both units were not home
at the time. Twenty firefighters
responded to a report of a fire
originating from an open twocare garage structure. As of Dec.
23, no cause had been determined.

1

st

360 BLACKBURN RD
ssgarbage@shaw.ca

...in Residential Service
...in Container Service
...in Commercial Service
...in Special Clean-ups
...in Customer Service

full scalineg.com
excavat

EXCAVATING &
TRUCKING SERVICES
NTIAL
AL • RESIDE
COMMERCI

DREW JORY
Owner/Operator

250 •537 •7320
www.fullscaleexcavating.com

• ROCK WALLS • LANDSCAPING • DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • SEPTIC • PONDS • NEW SITE EXCAVATIONS • WATER FEATURES

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE
DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

The new library on
McPhillips Avenue took
shape through the fall,
with general contractor
Knappett Construction
in charge.

full scalineg.com
xcavat

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202
rmackinnon@driftwoodgimedia.com

PATRICIA MUMFORD
250-537-9933 EXT. 214
pmumford@driftwoodgimedia.com

ERIN JORY
250-537-9933 EXT. 211
ejory@driftwoodgimedia.com
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Milestones — Firsts, achievements and passages
• Salt Spring’s Kaya
Hunter made it almost
to the top of the Victoria
Idol contest, winning
first runner-up among a
crew of 12 talented participants at the grand
finale show.
• An outpouring of
affectionate memories
swept across the island
following the sudden
death of Bruce Creswick, a beloved teacher and director of the
music program at Salt
Spring Island Middle
School.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Salt Spring Fire Rescue and the Volunteer Fireﬁghters’ Association teamed up to collect 5,653 items
for the food bank in only seven days ending Dec. 5.

Salt Spring Island Community Services
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-9971

www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE
* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth
and families.
* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service
is free and conﬁdential.
* Family Place:
Baby Talk & Breastfeeding Support: Mon. 10:30-12
Stay & Play Drop-In: Fri. 10-1 & Tues./Thurs. 12-3
Parent-Child Mother Goose: Wed. 10-12, Fernwood Elementary
* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:309:30 pm. Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover, 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to
midnight at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected
with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

• The Salt Spring
Forum was launched
with a Feb. 13 presentation by Globe and Mail
national affairs political columnist Lawrence
Martin at ArtSpring,
the first in a number of
public discussions held
on a wide range of topics in 2011.
• Ruckle Farm saw its
first-ever quadruplet
lambs born on Feb. 17.
• The buildings
along Fulford-Ganges
Road that had housed
Admiral’s, Windflower
Moon, Acoustic Planet
and Saltspring Soapworks were demolished
in March to make way
for a new building that
would accommodate
an expansion of the
existing Mark’s Work
Wearhouse store.
• Salt Spr ing Air
founder and co-owner

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Patterson’s Market owner Bruce Patterson was taken away by family members when the Fulford landmark
was closed on Sept. 30.
St. Clair McColl received
a prestigious Canadawide award on National
Aviation Day in Ottawa on Feb. 23. McColl
was chosen winner of
the Transport Canada
Aviation Safety Award to
honour his exceptional
commitment to aviation safety in Canada.
• Ganges lost a longtime landmark when
the Shell gas station
closed at the end of
March and Johnson’s
Automotive Ser vice
relocated to Alders Avenue.
• Salt Spring hosted
its first blossom festival
on the April 8-10 weekend.
• Three members of
the Gulf Islands Secondary School’s track
and field team went to
the provincial championships in Burnaby — Grace Morgan,
Kevan Brown and
Gunnar Rasmussen.
Morgan finished her
high school athletics
career by capturing a
bronze medal in the
100-metre race and a
silver in the 200 m.

photography:
John Cameron

Independent School
Certiﬁcate Holder?
Please read this notice and visit www.bcct.ca immediately
With the passage of the Teachers’ Act, all teacher certiﬁcation in BC will be handled by
the new Teacher Regulation Branch of the Ministry of Education. If you have changed
your contact information since the certiﬁcate renewal process in 2008, it is essential
that you update your contact information before January 6, 2012 in order to ensure
you’re included in the electoral process for the new BC Teachers Council as well as other
important communications regarding your certiﬁcation.
This transition for independent school certiﬁcate holders is being managed by the BC
College of Teachers before its transition into the Teacher Regulation Branch. Your revised
info can be emailed to membership@bcct.ca or at 1-800-555-3684 x11.

For more information visit our website at www.bcct.ca

• The Committed,
Sa l t Sp r i n g’s ro l l e r
derby team, attended
its first official competition against the
Harbour City Rollers
in Nanaimo.
• Salt Spring’s Ushi
Tarissan received the
award for Outstanding Achievement in
Graduate Filmmaking
at the EyeLens Film,
Video and Animation
festival in Vancouver.
• A group of nineand 10-year-old Salt
Spring kids achieved
an island record by
being the first local
team to take home
t h e Fo r re s t Me m o rial Baseball Tournament cup. The Salt
Spring Blues beat out
the Ladysmith A’s for
the honour and also
received kudos as the
Most Sportsmanlike
Team.
• Alan Wardroper

launched the Salt
Spring Aikido Club.
• Valdy was named
to the Order of Canada
in July for his contributions as a folk musician
and supporter of charitable causes.
• Salt Spring’s Mary
Ha w k i n s Me m o r i a l
Library saw its last book
checked out in July after
47 years of service, as
construction began on
the new library.
• Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park celebrated
its 10th anniversary in
July with public activities that included a Biodiversity Blitz.
• Driftwood president Frank Richards
died July 19 at age 93.
Frank was survived by
his son, Driftwood publisher Tony Richards,
and by his daughters
Jill Byron and Valerie
Rogers. He first came
to Salt Spring when he
and his wife Barbara
bought the newspaper
in 1967.
• The Spokespeople hosted Fulford’s
first Bike Fest on Aug.
6, while Fulford Day
downshifted to a family
picnic with related bike
events.
• Salt Spring Literacy
hosted the island’s first
International Food Festival.
• Salt Spring resident
Mary Waugh cycled
across Canada in
August.
• The Spirit Point
Dragons returned home
from their final dragon
boat race of the season
with gold medals. The
mixed team ended the
Steveston Challenge as
winners of the DivisionC championship with a
time of 2:31.
• Connie Hardy’s
annual visitor, Jonathan
Seagull, returned to her
Cusheon Lake home for
the 16th season on Aug.
26.
• Bruce Patterson

closed Patterson’s Market in Fulford on Sept.
30, bringing a long
chapter in Salt Spring
business history to a
close. The first Patterson’s store operated in
Beaver Point in 1915
when William Paterson
took over the empty
Beaver Point General
Store. It moved to Fulford village in 1930.
• Two Salt Spring
chefs were awarded top
honours from the Canada-wide Food Day Canada event in July. Chef
Bruce Wood of Bruce’s
Kitchen was named the
winner of the pulses
category, and chef Paul
Stewart of the Harbour
House Hotel earned the
gold award for the best
brunch.
• Salt Spring painter
Gillian McConnell was
awarded first prize at
The Underlying Spirit,
a show celebrating the
influence of Emily Carr
at Victoria’s Madrona
Gallery.
• The Spirit Point
dragons returned home
from their final dragon
boat race of the season
with gold medals. The
mixed team ended the
Steveston Challenge
as winners of the Division-C championship.
• Kalu Rinpoche,
founder of the Mount
Tuam Buddhist retreat,
returned to Salt Spring
in his young, present
incarnation for Sept.
17 to 19 events. He is
the new leader of the
Shangpa lineage, which
dates back to the 11th
century.
• T h e Ca n a d i a n
Radio Yachting Association’s International One
Metre National Championships were held on
Salt Spring Sept. 9 to
11 for the fourth time
in six years. Twentyfive participants from
around North America
participated.
• Two Salt Spring
teens played soccer at the U14 boys’
national champion-

ships in Newfoundland. Hamish Walde
represented the B.C.
team, while Connor
May was on the NWT
team, even though he
had recently moved to
Salt Spring.
• Salt Spring architect Jonathan Yardley
re ceived a lifetime
achievement award
from the Canadian
Association of Heritage Professionals.
• Lady Minto Hospital radiologist Dr. Don
Shea retired in the fall.
• Two retiring Salt
Spring school trustees
were feted at an open
house for their years of
service. Charles Hingston had been an elected trustee for 30 years,
while Mike Krayenhoff
had served for nine.
• Terra Firma Builders took home the
pr ize for advanced
manufacturing for its
SIREWALL technology at the sixth annual
M I S T I C In n ova t i o n
Awards on Vancouver
Island.
• Ba r t e n d e r To m
Messer of Salt Spring
Inn won the Salt Spring
Glowtini contest, part
of a “Get Your Glow On
Salt Spring” Christmas
season promotion.
• The GISS senior
boys volleyball team
qualified for the AA
provincial championships in Kelowna.
• Salt Spring Alumni
FC, the island’s team
in the Masters-B division of the Vancouver
Island Soccer League,
won its 11th straight
game on Dec. 4.
• Bach on the Rock
choir and orchestra
held the first Messiah
Sing-along presentation at ArtSpring on
Dec. 18.
• Salt Spring lawyer
Jack Woodward was
given Queen’s Counsel
honours by the provincial government.
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Classiﬁeds 250-537-9933
CALL

DRIFTWOOD

w w w.gulfislandsdrif t wood.com
03űt07&3 $-"44*'*&%40/ű-*/&61%"5&%%"*-:
PLACE AN AD
DEADLINES
WHAT IT COSTS
YOUR AD ON-LINE
BOOK YOUR AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
ON-LINE
All ads booked in the Driftwood
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS
GULF ISLANDS

By telephone 250-537-9933 or 310-3535
or fax 250-537-2613
By email to classiﬁed@gulﬁslands.net
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea
All ads are posted to BCClassiÄed.com
EMPLOYMENT ADS
3 line rate $14.96 - additional
lines 1.25¢ ea
All ads are posted to
BCJobNetwork.com and
BCClassiÄed.com
DISPLAY ADS
$11.20 per col. inch

PUBLISHED
WEDNESDAYS

Payment
By cash, debit,
Mastercard or Visa.
Classiﬁeds are prepaid
unless you have
an advertising account.

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

ClassiÄeds appear on-line at
www.bcclassiÄed.com
Employment ads also listed on line at
www.bcjobnetwork.com
Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Book your classiÄeds online
- open 24 hours a day
www.gulÄslandsdriftwood.com
or
bcclassiÄed.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily
ily

Please check your ad after the ﬁrst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
HELP WANTED

SALES

GRACE POINT Townhouses
seeking full time, permanent
gardener with expertise in
pruning, planting and general
garden maintenance. References necessary. Please apply: P.O. Box #22, 111 Fulford
Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9.

THE
ENSUITE
Plumbing
Showroom (A Division of EMCO) in Victoria is looking for a
dynamic individual to ﬁll the
role of full time Sales Consultant. The primary responsibility
is to deliver an exceptional level of customer service. Duties
include retail sales, quotations,
order entry and expediting.
You must be team oriented,
have very strong communication skills, attention to detail
and high customer service
standards. Previous plumbing,
home design or residential
construction experience would
be an asset. We offer a competitive salary excellent beneﬁts and bonus program. If you
are interested in this opportunity, forward your resume in
conﬁdence
to
pstevenson@emcoltd.com or fax 250475-6282

HELP WANTED

Who
reads us?
83%
of newspaper readers
on Salt Spring
- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

MAY 2012 be ﬁlled with hope,
peace, more bees, less pesticides, more smiles & ﬂowers.
Less fear & more unity.
Christian Tatonetti.

HELP WANTED

TRAVEL
GETAWAYS
LONG BEACH - Ucluelet Deluxe waterfront cabin,
sleeps 6, BBQ. Winter special.
2 nights $239 / 3 nights $299.
Pets Okay. Rick 604-306-0891

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS
to Every Hunter in BC!
Advertise in The BC
Hunting
Regulations
Synopsis
2012-2014
publication.
Increased
circulation 250,000 copies! Tremendous Reach,
Two Year Edition!
Contact Annemarie
at 1 800 661 6335
or hunt@blackpress.ca

Now Hiring Occasional Homemakers

PARC OFFICES CLOSED
Dec 26th thru Jan 3rd

• Cooking & Cleaning • Current Food Safe certiﬁcation
• TB test • Criminal Record Check
• Current First Aid Certiﬁcation preferred
Submit hand-written cover letter & professional
resume to: Heritage Place for Seniors
Hiring Committee
Fax: 537-8346
Mail: 120 Crofton Road, SSI, BC V8K 2Y4
LEGALS

LEGALS

NOTICE OF EXCLUSION
APPLICATON
REGARDING LAND IN THE
AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE
I, CATHERINE ALENE KONANTZ of 1461 27TH
STREET, WEST VANCOUVER, B.C. intend on
making an application pursuant to Section 30(1) of
the Agricultural Land Commission Act to exclude
from the Agriculatural Land Reserve the following
property which is legally described as, PLAN PID
29196, L1, LD16, PORTION and located at 409
PORLIER PASS ROAD.
Any person wishing to express an interest in the
appplication may do so by forwarding their comments
in writing to, GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL
TRUST COMMITTEE, 200-1627 FORT STREET,
VICTORIA, V8R 1H8 by JANUARY 18, 2012.

Open for business again

on Jan 4, 2012
Messages can
be left by phone at
537-4448 or email to
ssiparc@crd.bc.ca

ssplash

Notice: NEW DATE

To members & public

SSPLASH, Salt Spring Pool Association
will hold its 2011 Annual General Meeting on
th
Sunday, January 8 , 2012

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Salt Spring Sailing Club, 152 Douglas Road
Refreshments, and conversation will follow.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Connecting your giving with island needs

DALE J. DREVER

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dec.29,
2, 1943
Dec.
1943~~Dec.
Dec.30,
30,2010
2010

DEATHS

DEATHS

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

You
You are
are missed
missed beyond
beyond belief.
belief
“He deserves Paradise who
makes his companions laugh.”
Forever Yours, Darlene
ANNIVERSARIES

+

65th
Anniversary

ANNIVERSARIES

+

On Christmas Day, Betty and Don Ogilvie celebrated
their 65th Wedding Anniversary with family. The
couple met in London during WWII. At war end, Don
returned to his farm in Manitoba and Betty followed
shortly after. They were married on December 25,
1946. The following year Betty and Don ventured
to Vancouver where they raised their children,
Martin and Bronwyn. They bought property in
1960 and retired to Salt Spring Island in 1978. They
are grateful to family, friends, Dr. Barclay, Lady
Minto and Beacon staff who have enabled them to
continue sharing their life together.

+

+

FILING CLERK for busy ofﬁce, 2 days a week. Beginning
January 2012. Please reply to
Box #8, Driftwood Publishing,
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt
Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3.
Holbrook Dyson Logging Ltd
Has vacancies in the following
job: Heavy Duty Mechanic.
Details can be seen at
http://hdlogging.com/ Fax resume to 250-287-9259

INFORMATION

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

HELP WANTED
Alberta earthmoving company requires a Journeyman Heavy Duty
Mechanic. You will work in a modern shop and also have mechanics
truck for ﬁeld work. The job is at Edson,
Alberta. We require that
you have experience on Cat crawlers and or Deere excavators. Call
Lloyd at (780)723-5051.

INFORMATION

Speciﬁc Requirements for this position include:

LOST AND FOUND
FOUND: camera in Ganges.
One photo taken. 537-4336.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

H2O

INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

YOGA ❄
❄TIME
TO START

Doris Douglas
MAY 7, 1915 - DECEMBER 12, 2011

Doris Douglas passed away on December 12, 2011
at the Lady Minto Hospital on Salt Spring Island
in her 97th year. She was born in Dublin, served
as a Wren in the Royal Navy in WW II and came
to Canada in 1953. She lived across the country,
including Inuvik, settling into her lovely Salt Spring
home in 1989. There, she lovingly landscaped the
entire garden and kept an immaculate home. She was
ﬁercely independent to the end, an avid gardner and
voracious reader, a gracious hostess, and a wonderful
friend. She will be deeply missed by her daughter
Marion Allan (Bruce Preston), her grand-daughter
Michelle Toews (Terrance), her great grand-daughter
Emily Rebecca, and her nieces Jeanette Turk (Buzz)
and Gillian Donovan.
Marion and Bruce wish to thank Dr. Beaver and
the hospital staff for their loving care of Doris, the
amazing volunteers of the Salt Spring Hospice
Foundation for their vigil and support, and dear
friends Margaret, Bill, and Thomas Wakeﬁeld for
their endless support.

DOING YOGA?
TRY A CLASS NEXT
WEEK FOR FREE!
~

WANT TO DO YOGA IN MEXICO?
Jan 28-Feb 4 or Feb 4-11
SIGN UP NOW!!!
~
DOROTHY 250-653-4655

Happy Holidays!

santosha-yoga-retreats.com

SALT SPRING COMMUNITY THEATRE

for

Murder by
Membership Only
by Thomas Hischak (gals only, sorry guys!)
JANUARY 2ND & 4TH 79PM
Portlock Park portable
For info Susanne Rouger 250-931-1141

Become a Fan!
www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood

24 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2011 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRADES, TECHNICAL

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HOMES FOR RENT

AUTO FINANCING

MID ISLAND home, 1 bdrm, 1
bath (shower only), WD, electric & wood heat. Shared property, cat ok, NS, long term,
$750. Contact Island Explorer
Property Management 250537-4722.

DreamCatcher Auto Loans
“0” Down, Bankruptcy OK Cash Back ! 15 min Approvals

Call: 1-250-616-9053

OCEANVIEW
BACHELOR
suite, fully furnished or unfurnished, suitable for one person
only. N/P, N/S, includes hydro
and water. $600/mo. Contact
Island Explorer Property Management, 250-5376-4722.

1-800-910-6402

www.PreApproval.cc
WANT A Vehicle but stressed
about your credit? Treat yourself this Christmas to $500
cash back. We fund your future not your past. All credit
situations accepted. www.creditdrivers.ca 1-888-593-6095.

CARS

www.webuyhomesbc.com

RENTALS
COTTAGES

HAULING AND SALVAGE

COTTAGES ON St. Mary
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP.
Starting at $700/mo., available
Oct 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.
PRIVATE, ONE bedroom cabin, centrally located. Suitable
for one person. Long term
preferred.
$760/mo.
Avail.
Jan.1, call Mike 250-653-4071

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
CONCRETE & PLACING

HOMES FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE
HOUSES FOR SALE

WORK WANTED

1 BDRM townhouse, newly
renovated, new W/D, hardwood ﬂoors, private patio, storage unit, sunny site close to
town. Avail. Jan 1 or Feb. 1.
$850/mo. Call 250-537-6860.
2 BEDROOM MOBILE home,
newly renovated, W/D, private
fenced yard, deck with lake
view. Available immediately.
$690 per month. 537-6860.
2 BEDROOM
BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSE,
TOWNHOUSE,
2.5 baths,
2.5
in as new
condition.
in asbaths,
new condition.
Hardwood
floors
Hardwood
ﬂoorscountertops,
throughout,
throughout, granite
gas
granite
countertops,
gas stove
stove and
fireplace, electric
heat.
and
heat.
Outdoorﬁreplace,
patio, rent electric
includes access
Outdoor
rent centre
includes
to swimmingpatio,
pool, fitness
and
access
swimming
ﬁtclubhouse.to$1500
per monthpool,
plus utiliness
centre
clubhouse.
ties. Contact
Royaland
Property
Manage$1500
per month plus utilities.
ment at 250-537-5577.
2 to 3 BDRM WATERFRONT
deep sea moorage, fully furnished/dishes linens log home.
No smokers. Pet neg. $1500+
hydro. Avail. Jan 1, 250-4794769 or jackie.wrinch@shaw.ca

SKILLED DESIGNER/Builder.
Suite specialist. Looking for
projects. Free consultation.
250-537-6693.

3 BDRM, 2 bath, brand new
beautiful in town. 5 appl, lg
master, ensuite $1,500/mo.
Avail. immed. Call 250-9315483.
CABIN FOR rent. Wood/elect.
heat. $595/mo. Contact Island
Explorer Property Management, 250-5376-4722.
GARDEN SUITE, 2 bdrm, ﬁreplace, storage, lrg yard, WD,
NS, NP. Available Jan 1,
2012, $925. 250-538-0026.
HIGH END oceanfront home.
2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, large
garage, WD, NS, NP. Walk to
Fulford Ferry, bright & sunny,
on shared property, long term,
avail immed. $1450. Contact
Island Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.

CONTRACTORS:
HOMES FOR RENT

Don’t miss out
on YOUR directory!

Property Management Ltd.

2 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSE,
2.5 BATHS,
IN AS NEW
CONDITION.
HARDWOOD FLOORS
THROUGHOUT,
GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS,
GAS STOVE AND
FIREPLACE, ELECTRIC
HEAT. OUTDOOR
PATIO, RENT
INCLUDES ACCESS
TO SWIMMING POOL,
FITNESS CENTRE
AND CLUBHOUSE.
$1500 PER MONTH
PLUS UTILITIES.

TRANSPORTATION

HOMES WANTED
Damaged House?
Pretty House? Moving?
Divorcing? Estate Sale?
We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and
House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?
We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments
and Buy it Later!

CARON CARPENTRY
Serving Salt Spring Island for
26 years. Construction, renovations, property maintenance.
John Caron. 250-537-9397,
jbcaron@telus.net

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

WE BUY HOUSES

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or
upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computeraided drafting, we’ll quickly
produce the working drawings you’ll take to your
contractor.
PLEASE CALL
HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

PRO MAC
MANUFACTURING
WELDERS &
MACHINISTS
Pro Mac Manufacturing
in Duncan BC is a manufacturer of machinery
parts, custom fabrications
and
industrial
Brushcutters. We are expanding our fabrication
and machining departments and are looking
for:
• STEEL FABRICATORS
• WELDERS
We
require
qualiﬁed
Journeyman
Welders
and Fabricators to layout, ﬁt, fabricate and
weld steel assemblies.
CWB ticket or qualiﬁcations an asset.
• MACHINIST
We
require
qualiﬁed
Journeyman Machinists
for Manual and/or CNC
machining.
Pro Mac offers a superior
compensation
package
of wages, beneﬁts and
pension.
Please forward
resumes to Pro Mac
Manufacturing at
phumber@promac.bc.ca
or fax 250-746-4799
Attn: Phil Humber.

classified@gulfislands.net

REGINALD HILL,
3 BDRM,
2 BATH SCHUBART
DESIGNED
SECLUDED
RETREAT. COULD
BE RENTED
FURNISHED,
$1500 PER
MONTH, NS NP

Our annual
Contractors Directory,
the complete listing of
local construction services,
will be published on
January 25.
Deadline: January 17th
Contact
one of our account
Call 250.537.5577
Residential Management
representatives for details!
ISLAND
EXPLORER
250-537-9933
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services
Cabin
for rent
sales@driftwoodgimedia.com
Wood/electric heat ........................................ $595
SPACIOUS 2
STOREY,
2 BDRM PLUS
DEN NEAR
CENTRAL.
AVAILABLE
LONG TERM
$1,100/MO.

UNIQUE, RUSTIC SOUTH FACING
CABIN WITH LOFT BEDROOM, LOCATED
MID ISLAND. $800 PLUS UTILITIES,
AVAILABLE LONG TERM.

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

Oceanview
Bachelor suite, fully furnished or unfurnished,
riftwoo d.com
gulfisl andsd
suitable forONLINE
one AT:
person
only,
N/P, N/S, includes
hydro + water.................................................. $600

OCEANVIEW COTTAGE, 1
bdrm, bright, clean, near Ganges, 600 sq.ft. Avail. immed,
long-term, $850 utilities incld,
NS, NP, ref. 204-474-7352.
OCEANVIEW HOME. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, long term, N/P,
N/S, wood/electric heat, upper
level of house. $1450/mo.
Contact Island Explorer Property Management, 250-53764722.

‘94 OLDS 88. Immaculate.
144K. Island car, new battery.
$2,250. 537-5668.

MOTORCYCLES

OCEAN VIEW home, 3 bdrm,
1.5 bath, close to town, wood/
electric heat, WD, NS, NP.
Avail immed. $1350. Contact
Island Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.
OCEAN VIEW home on
Churchill, 2 bdrm home, walk
to town, beach and trails. Fully
furnished, rent incl. phone,
cable, internet and electricity.
Tenant pays for oil and/or
wood
heat.
Avail.
Jan.
15-Apr.15, 2012. NS, NP,
$1475. Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250537-4722.
REGINALD HILL, 3 bdrm, 2
baths, Schubart Designed, secluded retreat, could be rented
furnished, $1500/mo, NS, NP.
Contact Royal Property Management at 250-537-5577.
SOUTH END studio suite. Private, modern and cosy. Internet, WD available. Single only.
$625 includes utilities. 250653-4101 lv. msge.
SPACIOUS 2 STOREY, 2
bdrm plus den near Central.
Available long term. $1100/
mo. Contact Royal Property
Management Ltd. 250-5375577.
WALK TO TOWN. 3 bdrm
plus hobby room, 2 bath plus
large ensuite, wood/electric
heat, large lot with fenced garden space, WD, DW, NS, NP,
long term, avail. Jan 1, $1650.
Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250-5374722.

SG POWER
SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric
Islands Largest Selection
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL
SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted
We buy scrap batteries from
cars, trucks & heavy equip.
$4.00 & up each. Free pick-up
anywhere in BC, Minimum 10.
Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

TRUCKS & VANS
1997 NISSAN XE 4x2, King
cab truck in excellent condition. 181K. 5 spd./4 cyl., green
w/canopy, $4,900 obo. 6539158.

MARINE
BOATS
APPROXIMATELY 60 marine
charts of BC coastal waters,
vintage 1980s, What offers?
250-653-2320.

STORAGE

LAKE FRONT home. 2 bdrm
plus den, fully furnished, hot
tub, WD, NP, NS, electric
heat, avail. immed. until June
2012, $1250. Contact Island
Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.
LARGE 1 bdrm ocean view
furnished suite. Upper ﬂoor of
home w/large library, woodstove, windows, skylights &
decks overlooking Ganges
Harbour. Looking for NS/NP.
Quiet and clean tenant w/references. Available Jan 1-June
or longer.
$1000 mo. (open
to offers). Call 250-537-4097
or harmonywithall@mac.com
LGE 2 BDRM apt. in Vesuvius. Bright, decks, natural setting, ocean glimpses. Esp. suiteed to 2 mature persons.
$1160 plus util. 250-537-2809.

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda
Great Selections
Great Prices
SG POWER
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

TANZER 7.5 Great sails, rigging, bottom re-done 6 mo
ago, outboard, 250-537-4102.

TOO LATE
TO CLASSIFY

is back!

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE -

CONTRACTORS

2002 CHEVROLET CAVALIER 2-door standard transm.
New brakes, only 126,000 km.
$3,000. 537-9397.

Deadline
10 am
Tuesday

New To You

3 Bedroom Home
, Pender Islands
, Galiano, Mayne
Long term, avail.
immed.
N/P
, N/S, W/D, wood/
Salt Spring
electric heat .................................................. $1250

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card

Lake Front Home
2 bedroom plus
den, fully furnished, hot tub,
those who
A guide, to
W/D, N/P
N/S,
electric heat, avail immediately,
build, repair,
clean up
until June
2012
$1250
dig, ..............................................
decorate,
and supply materials

Building
home
OceanforView
Home
property and
ing
projects bath, close to town,
Activwood/
3 bedroom,
1-1/2
improvement
A RETURN
ction in the
and constru
electric
heat,
W/D, N/S, available immediately
TO NORMALCY
s
Island
Gulf
.........................................................................
A Future $1250

Trades
In The GISS
Oceanview Home
PROGRAM
MEETS NEED
2 bedroom, 1 bath, long term, N/P, N/S,
wood/
electric heat, upper level More
of house
........... $1450
than

BUILDING SUPPLIES
See us for a fast quote on all your building requirements
Flooring
Heating
Eaves
Plumbing
Rooﬁng
SLEGG LUMBER LTD.
804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-4978

FREE ITEMS
FREE KITCHEN cabinets and
doors. 35 pieces. 537-9602.

FUEL/FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD
Cut, split & delivered
MARCO
250-537-6170

+

Driftwood

Ocean View Home on Churchill
23and
2 bedroom home walk to town, beach
trails, fully furnished, rent includes phone,
cable, internet and electricity; tenant pays for
oil and/or wood heat. Jan. 15 - Apr. 15, 2012
(ﬂexible) ......................................................... $1475
R
N E W S P A P E

S I N C E

LIONS GARAGE Sales &
Drop Offs: Fridays & Saturdays only, 10am - 12pm. Many
household items. We do not
accept large appliances, draperies or clothing. Drop-offs accepted only on Fri. & Sat.
morning. Please no garbage!!
103 Bonnet Ave.

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

GULF ISLANDS

T Y
C O M M U N I

FIREWOOD

Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and
logs wanted

100
High End Oceanfront Home
ads & listings,
2 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, large
garage, W/D, N/S,
plus home
15
N/P. Walk to Fulford Ferry,
and sunny,
on
imprbright
ovement
shared property, long term,tips.
avail immediately
......................................................................... $1450
Y O U R

GARAGE SALES

Serving Salt Spring
28 years

1 9 6 0

Walk to Town
3 bedroom plus hobby room, 2 bath plus large
ensuite, wood/electric heat, large lot with
fenced garden space, W/D, DW, N/S, N/P, long
term, available Jan 1st ................................ $1650

Driftwood
rifttwo

250-537-4722

1-800-800-9492
G U L FIslandI Explorer
S L Ais a N
D S M E D I A
fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD
GUARANTEED CORD
SEASONED
FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest ﬁrewood producer offers ﬁrewood
legally obtained during forest
restoration, large cords. Help
restore your forest,
Burndrywood.com
1-877-902-WOOD.

Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

Buy 4 weeks
of
advertising
and pay:
100%
for week #1

for week #2

FUEL/FIREWOOD

KONIG & SON

L
E
A
P
Y
E
A
R
M
A
D
N
E
S
S
75%

Mid Island Home
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom (shower only),
W/D,
FEBRUARY 2011
electric & wood heat, shared property, cat
okay, N/S, long term ...................................... $750

directory

We’re suffering
from

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
1 CARGO CAGE for any 2001
Ford Explorer Sport trac. Asking $300. Phone 250-5375737 ask for Jason.
BOXING DAY Sale! Furniture,
Mattresses, Tools & Hdwe.
Lots New & Used, Cheap!
BUY & SAVE 9818 4th St.,
Sidney. buyandsave.ca
WOODEN SLAT and fabric
seat/back rocking chair, $20;
cartop rack for 2 prs. of skis,
$25. 250-537-5625.

50%

for week #3

and only ...

25%

for week #4!
THE FINE PRINT:
• Ad must be the
same size each week
• All ads must run in
January and/or February

Ask your account
representative
250-537-9933
GULF ISLANDS

www.bcclassiﬁed.com

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960
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Christmas
Photos

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS
HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

±
Property Management Ltd.
2 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSE,
2.5 BATHS,
IN AS NEW
CONDITION.
HARDWOOD FLOORS
THROUGHOUT,
GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS,
GAS STOVE AND
FIREPLACE, ELECTRIC
HEAT. OUTDOOR
PATIO, RENT
INCLUDES ACCESS
TO SWIMMING POOL,
FITNESS CENTRE
AND CLUBHOUSE.
$1500 PER MONTH
PLUS UTILITIES.

REGINALD HILL,
3 BDRM,
2 BATH SCHUBART
DESIGNED
SECLUDED
RETREAT. COULD
BE RENTED
FURNISHED,
$1500 PER
MONTH, NS NP
SPACIOUS 2
STOREY,
2 BDRM PLUS
DEN NEAR
CENTRAL.
AVAILABLE
LONG TERM
$1,100/MO.

UNIQUE, RUSTIC SOUTH FACING
CABIN WITH LOFT BEDROOM, LOCATED
MID ISLAND. $800 PLUS UTILITIES,
AVAILABLE LONG TERM.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Judy and Bob Weeden try to stay warm while selling their apple juice in the market.

Call 250.537.5577
Residential Management

ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services
Cabin for rent
Wood/electric heat ........................................ $595
Oceanview
Bachelor suite, fully furnished or unfurnished,
suitable for one person only, N/P, N/S, includes
hydro + water.................................................. $600
Mid Island Home
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom (shower only), W/D,
electric & wood heat, shared property, cat
okay, N/S, long term ...................................... $750
3 Bedroom Home
Long term, avail. immed. N/P, N/S, W/D, wood/
electric heat .................................................. $1250
Lake Front Home
2 bedroom plus den, fully furnished, hot tub,
W/D, N/P, N/S, electric heat, avail immediately,
until June 2012 .............................................. $1250
PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Wesley Hardisty’s face is reﬂected in a candle
during the Dec. 6 ceremony for the National Day
of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against
Women held at Centennial Park.

Ocean View Home
3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, close to town, wood/
electric heat, W/D, N/S, available immediately
......................................................................... $1250
Oceanview Home
2 bedroom, 1 bath, long term, N/P, N/S, wood/
electric heat, upper level of house ........... $1450
High End Oceanfront Home
2 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, large garage, W/D, N/S,
N/P. Walk to Fulford Ferry, bright and sunny, on
shared property, long term, avail immediately
......................................................................... $1450
Ocean View Home on Churchill
2 bedroom home walk to town, beach and
trails, fully furnished, rent includes phone,
cable, internet and electricity; tenant pays for
oil and/or wood heat. Jan. 15 - Apr. 15, 2012
(ﬂexible) ......................................................... $1475
Walk to Town
3 bedroom plus hobby room, 2 bath plus large
ensuite, wood/electric heat, large lot with
fenced garden space, W/D, DW, N/S, N/P, long
term, available Jan 1st ................................ $1650

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492
Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

Stay Connected
be part of the
Driftwood’s online community.
PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Jessica Kyzmich sells her jewellery at the Beaver
Point Craft Fair held in early December.

±

Sign up for breaking news, a weekly
news digest E-dition, Facebook community
updates, and short, timely messages via Twitter.

driftwoodgimedia.com/signup

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
2006 HONDA Civic Si 73,000 kms, 6 speed
manual trans. DOHC, iVtech. K&N Cold
Air Intake. CD player, steering wheel
audio controls, sunroof, loaded, $16,900
obo. 250-537-7436
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SAM ANDERSON Appliance Repair;
prompt, reliable, professional service.
250-537-5268.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ELECTRIC FIREPLACE with mantle wanted. Approx size 40” wide and hopefully
variable heat setting. Call 250-537-1613
evenings.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
A NEW LOOK for New Years? Eyewear
& accessories make great gifts. Gulf
Islands Optical, 323 Lower Ganges Rd,
250-537-2648

The

Wardrobe
Fulford
Dec 26-Jan 1

20% - 50% OFF
Everything
in the store

Open 11-5:30 daily
Closed Jan 2-Feb 10

SPRING’S ONLY FARRIER
DEADLINE SALTPrompt...Friendly...Reliable
FOR
Based on Salt Spring
Next Day Service!
TOO LATE TO
CLASSIFY
Fully licenced
IS
Fully certified
WCB insured
2:0OPM
TUESDAY HANNA BARCLAY
250.538.1619

This Week’s

by Michael O’Connor

Horoscope

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.888.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Some big changes are being activated in you right
now. New levels of power and responsibility are
implied. Yet, you may also feel rebellious and
your behaviour may be somewhat unpredictable.
Fortunately, you feel strong and are willing to
make any efforts required for success. Seeing a
bigger picture feels right and your sights are set
on solidifying your overall foundation.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Aiming to establish a smoother and more
efficient flow continues. Is there anything in the
way? It could be a rebellious attitude or stubborn
pride. Alternatively, it may be that you need
new and better tools. Diversifying your focus
can generate multiple streams of income yet a
scattered focus can have the reverse effect. Clear
the way or downsize to streamline.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Learning to see and accept people as they are and
not as you would have them is a current theme.
As you do, changes on relationship fronts are
occurring. This letting go of expectations and/or
people altogether is a liberation process. That it
is also introducing new people and possibilities
into your life is the gift. Feel the power of letting
go into the flow.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
If some major changes has not and is not
occurring in your life then something might be
amiss. The magnitude of changes is likely large,
even monumental. If you have been resisting
and therefore feeling stressed, take note. Trust
the time, season, rhyme and reason and aim to
cooperate with the process. Gifts are featured,
but you must exercise courage to claim them.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
In order to receive more you have to give more.
This can be done strategically, even magically.
Yet however you do it, you must get clear,
focused and deliberate. Accept the learning
curve and extra efforts implied here. Be willing
to learn how and perhaps to teach the same.
Taking a creative lead and making any necessary
investments to increase returns is the call.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
A substantial creative cycle is upon you. The
next several weeks could prove very pivotal
indeed. It is important that you be willing to
invest. Replacing the old with the new and
better is ideal. This could be belongings, tools,
perspectives or attitudes. Your rising power
potential requires that you diversify. Design a
new and improved plan of approach.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Some measurable changes close to home will
be extra obvious this week. These will activate
your determination. Creating beauty in your
environment is featured; yet the greater emphasis
in upon the quality of your self-expression.
Confronting inner demons like doubt, confusion,
criticism of self and others and so on is ideal
now and for the next several months.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Weaving creative possibilities with practical
realities is an ongoing theme, yet is emphasized
now. Replacing old foundations with new ones is
implied. Taking an independent and pioneering
approach is likely and ideal. Your social network
is poised to expand over the next several months;
are you ready? Gather any needed tools and
techniques or invent some, as necessary.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
Establishing a more solid base and/or approach
is the call now. Acquiring what you want and
need to get things done is important; the right
tools for the job. Often, the right connections are
the key. Strengthening your network to stimulate
opportunities is extra important these days. Be
willing to reach out and intend to gather names
and phone numbers that will literally count.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
The time has come to make your move. While
your ambitions may be running high, it remains
ever important that you exercise full diplomatic
relations. People notice when you do so or not
and when you are sincere or not. The key is to
genuinely care. When you are, you will notice
the rewards are swift and arrive as good feelings
– the core human motive.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
It is the season to find reasons to rest and retreat.
While attending social events will feel good, aim
to balance the pace with quiet time and deep rest.
Clutter clearing and organization close to home
in preparation for the New Year is the type of
activity that will contribute to feeling at peace.
Exchanging ideas and visions will round things
off with inspiration.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Taking a lead among groups and towards social
and cultural events is now in focus. This is all
part of newly emerging roles you are destined to
play. Acting upon your ideals and visions verses
simply assuming that others should take action
is important. This is a call to lead by example.
Inviting the participation of others is an aspect
of taking this new lead.

Arvid
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate
arvid@saltspring.com

537•7148

26 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2011 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

expert

ADVICE

Phone: 537-9933 or e-mail: sales@gulfislands.net to be a part of this popular feature!

Home Maintenance

Counselling

Seniors Services

Got
Snow?

What Really Counts
At Christmas?

The winter holidays are a
difficult time for me. I’m
already feeling low from
TERON WOLF
the winter weather & I’m
wondering what I can do to feel better.

MIKE
HUNSBERGER

LIGHTHOUSE
VENTURES LIMITED
Get on the list...
Walk into winter prepared.

250-537-6698

I was given a card just recently that has a
ELSJE
great quote on it. “It’s not what we have in
HANNAH
our life, but who we have in our life that
counts”, by J.M. Laurence. It got me thinking about how we create
so much chaos at Christmas, searching for the right gift, getting the
Christmas decorations, the tree up and the outdoor lights on, all
the festive food, etc. I suspect we have the best of intentions with
these chores but they seem to get away from us and cause stress and
pressure. I suspect that if we were to ask our loved ones what they
really want for Christmas it would be something that money can’t
buy! When I think of what’s on my list this year – what’s really
important to me – it is faith, family and friends. The true meaning
of Christmas can be about connections if we allow it. There’s a great
song out that sings about ‘Christmas is all in the heart’ (by Steven
Curtis Chapman). Christmas starts here, in our hearts, and if we don’t
allow the chaos to rule it stays there too! Merry Christmas to you and
may the peace and gentle presence of the spirit be yours this season.
PS – I’d encourage you to go to youtube and ¿nd the song – it’s worth
a spin! As well, if Christmas is a dif¿cult time for you, I invite you
to give me a call.

The Healing Place
Counselling Centre

D

Here you’ll ﬁnd a supportive, safe environment where you can talk
openly. Together we can help you ﬁnd new ways for living fully.
All concerns are welcome. Reduced rates available for children.

PH: 250-931-8762 | www.ssi-healingplace.com
Upper Ganges Centre, 202-338 Lower Ganges Rd.

There are a few simple things you can do to help you feel
better during this time. First – get as much sunlight, fresh air &
exercise as possible. Even a couple of minutes a day can make
a world of difference. If you’re prone to feeling down, avoid
alcohol & choose healthy foods to keep serotonin & blood sugar
levels balanced. Spending within your budget & keeping social
engagements at a level you can really enjoy will go a long, long
way to reducing stress. Decide on your priorities, de¿ne your
boundaries & stick to them! If you are lonely, go where people
are, or invite them to come to you. Special events can be a lot
of fun, and there’s a special satisfaction that comes from getting
involved in some kind of community service. Perhaps most
importantly – create new memories – ones you can look back on
and enjoy in the years to come!

Teron Wolf
FOR SENIORS

General Manager
250-537-8340

w w w. H e r i t a g e P l a ce. i n fo

Fitness Expert

Mechanic

Pool & Spa

What Can I Do Over
the Holidays to
Reduce Stress?

Holiday trips in cold
weather may require
more than a well
prepared vehicle.

We’re going to be
using the hot tub a lot
over the holidays. Any
tips on maintenance?

BRENDA
AKERMAN

With the Christmas Season upon us, we all can feel a little
more stress in our day to day life. You start to put things off,
or you say I’ll miss just one ¿tness class, then another!! THIS
IS NOT A GOOD IDEA!
• Exercise improves blood Àow to your brain, bringing additional
sugars and oxygen that may be needed when you are thinking
intensely. When your neurons function more intensely, a toxic
waste can build up, which fogs our thinking. Exercise speeds
the Àow of blood through your brain, moving the waste through
faster.
• After swimming a few laps in the pool or participating in an
Aqua ¿t class, you will have more energy, feel calmer and be
better focused.
• Keeping your regular exercise routine, or starting a new one, can
give you the ¿tness and stamina to make it through the demands
of the festive season and beyond for a healthier you all year long.

Rainbow Road

indoor pool

GYLE
KEATING

All the regular things like snow tires, antifreeze,
new wiper blades etc. are a top priority and should
be checked before heading out on a holiday trip.
As well as all these things give some thought to
a survival kit. No one wants to think about getting
stuck in their vehicle in adverse conditions but
it does happen and a small kit prepared ahead of
time could make the difference between being
uncomfortable and being dangerously hypothermic.
One website has a rather extensive list of materials
for your survival kit and attached to it are a few
paragraphs of excellent advice on what to do in
case you are stranded in your vehicle. Check out
http://www.21stcenturyadventures.com/advice/
lists/winterSurvivalChecklist.html

It’s a good idea to keep food, drink, clothes and hair
out of the hot tub. Laundry soap residue, crème rinse,
hairspray, cosmetics and a couple of errant potato chips
can froth up into foam and a greasy scum line. Anti-foam
breaks down the bubbles but doesn’t affect the dissolved
solids. Enzyme products “digest” some of the oils and
organics. A good shock treatment oxidizes used up
sanitizers and keeps the water safe. I always recommend
a shock treatment immediately after the guests get out
of the tub (remember to leave your cover off). This
will freshen the water and prevent cloudiness from
developing. Remember to rinse out your ¿lters regularly,
check for the recommended levels of chlorine or bromine
daily and keep the pH in line. Call us if you have any
questions, and have a Merry Christmas.
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537-2876 • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd.

250-537-1402 • 262 Rainbow Road

Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

AQUAFUN
FAMILY POOLS & SPAS
5265 TRANS. CAN. HWY.

250-748-2611

YOUR VALLEY POOL, SPA & SAUNA STORE

Heating

Real Estate

Your Advice

It’s Never Too Late!

A Time For
Thanks...

Be a part of
this popular
feature!

Don’t think that just because time
is short to participate in the NRCan
MATT BECK
(http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca/residential/
personal/grants.cfm) Grants, and the
LivesmartBC (http://www.livesmartbc.ca/incentives/
efficiency-home/index.html) Incentives for Energy
Efficiency Retrofits that you can’t get in on great
savings with a new or upgraded heating or ventilation
system. It’s never too late to start saving money! As
soon as you switch on your new heat pump you can
enjoy 3 to 1 (or better) savings on your hydro bill
over typical electric baseboards or electric boilers.
Outer Limits Sheet Metal Ltd. can even replace your
wood-¿red equipment with clean, ef¿cient, and simple
heating solutions. Call today to ¿nd out about ¿nancing
options, soon-to-end offers and our great selection
of products for your home. Check us out at online at
www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca.

• Geothermal Heat Pumps • Air Source Heat Pumps
• Ductless Mini-Split Heat Pumps
Ph: 250-653-9378 Fax: 250-653-9574
723 Stewart Rd. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2A2
outerlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca

GLORIA WINNITOY

JAN
MACPHERSON

As this holiday season advances we are all reminded
of how blessed we are to live on this island, in this
province, and in this country.
To my clients, friends, and colleagues in real estate,
I continue to enjoy and appreciate working with you
especially during these times of change and transition.
In 2012 it is my hope that our sense of world community
deepens and that we can work together to ¿nd creative
solutions to address our challenges ahead.
Peace, Good Will, Prosperity,
And Good Health To All !

Jan Macpherson Top Seller SSI 2010
based on VREB-MLS highest
number of sales & transactions
Direct: 250-537-9894
Ofﬁce/Pager: 1-800-731-7137

YOUR
NAME

Your advice and knowledge
as a professional is valuable to
readers of the
Gulf Islands Driftwood.
Contact the Driftwood
sales department today
for details

Phone: 250-537-9933
or
e-mail: sales@gulﬁslands.net
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Sports&
Recreation

Become a Fan!
www.facebook.com/
gulfislandsdriftwood

It has been
a banner year:

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

LIFE’S A BREEZE: Lots of December days have been perfect for boating in the Gulf Islands.
SAILING

Diehards enjoy ‘fabulous’ race
The following is an excerpt from a
Salt Spring Sailing Club Snowflake
Series race written by participant
Martin Herbert.
Three boats showed up for the
scheduled Dec.18 Snowflake Race
and were greeted by great wind and
sunshine.
Wildfire, Velica and Electra stood
ready to race and as all the boats
had very similar handicaps, Roger
Kibble suggested we all go no flying
sails to keep Vincent in the thick
of things. Everyone agreed and we
were off for what turned out to be a
fabulous day of racing.
The wind was blowing out of the
harbour with white caps and looking very tantalizing. The course was
set upwind to Clamshell Island,
rounding to starboard both the red
and green marks then heading off
to Horda shoals, also to starboard
and a beat back to the finish.
Gyle Keating very generously
turned the wheel over to me, probably because he realized how dangerous I would be on the foredeck,
so I spent some time getting used
to Wildfire while breaking two of
my cardinal rules, doing a start
line check and sailing to windward
under racing conditions before the
start.
These would come back to bite
me later but in the meanwhile I
blissfully charged around in a boat
that I definitely could not lift enjoy-

ing the sheer mass of it.
Vincent Argiro and Roger Kibble were both single handed, but
with self tacking jibs while we had
the big genoa up and were ably
crewed by Eliza and Brenna two
very charming junior sailors, one of
whom I had the pleasure of coaching during our junior race week in
the summer. I highly recommend
making use of the juniors on race
days. They are a blast and have not
yet heard our stories a hundred
times.
By the time we approached
Clamshell Island, we had heeled
hard and with Roger crossing our
bow. A nice lift for us means that
he is only clear by about half a boat
length and we are only slightly
more that that ahead of Vincent.
Roger is on the lay line, we tack
over to the lay line on his quarter
and Vincent needs two more tacks
to get around, but the fleet is still
tightly packed. We close reach to
the green mark on the far side of
Clamshell and bear away onto a
run just shy of blanketing Electra.
Vincent gybes Velica and picks
up a gust and pulls abreast of us
going fast and we realize that we
are going to have to wing the jib if
we want to stay in this race. And
so Gyle begins his day of wrestling
with the pole, where he breaks my
third golden rule of sailing: “Never
try a new way of doing something
during a race.”

Fortunately for me Gyle is a
quick study and has a great sense of
humour and by the end of the day
our gybes were fantastic. With the
jib pulling bravely on the windward
side we were again up to speed and
hung low on the gusts to stay in the
middle of the channel in good wind
and drew up with the leaders. I was
feeling pretty good about our position when Gyle pointed out to me
that I was heading for U62 instead
of Horda Shoals.
Even so we were only two boat
lengths behind Electra and about
five feet behind Velica when I eased
Wildfire around the mark with
young junior sailor arms a blur as
they sheeted in.
We came up over Velica’s quarter into clear wind and managed
to fight our way back into second
place. At this point everyone was
on the weather rail and I was feathering Wildfire through the gusts.
She handled beautifully. As we got
to Scott Point there was just eight
boat lengths between first and
third, and with the wind shifts and
puffs it was still anyone’s game —
very exciting sailing indeed.
Vincent short tacked off Scott
Point and picked a beautiful shift to
pass us and regain second spot that
he held to the finish line. The kind
of close, exciting racing just smacks
a smile on everyone’s faces and we
were not ready to quit — let’s do it
again.

• A new, 320-acre nature reserve
• Volunteers who gave over
6000 hours of their time
• Another successful
Stewards in Training program
• A growing endowment fund

Thank you to all of our
wonderful suppporters!
We couldn’t have done it without you.
Email: ssic@saltspringconservancy.ca www.saltspringconservancy.ca

50% off teeth whitening*
If you’ve been thinking about getting your teeth
whitened, why not put it on your Christmas Wish
List this year? Tell Santa that we have gift certificates
available with this special offer until January 1st! We
offer a no charge cosmetic evaluation for anyone
interested in improving their smile.#

Please join us to celebrate

INTERNATIONAL
WORLD PEACE DAY
JANUARY 01, 2012 • 2PM LIONS HALL

Bring
B
ring your
your noise
noise makers,
maker rattles,
drums rain-sticks and a pebble to pass on.

START THE NEW YEAR WITH RENEWED
INTENTIONS FOR WORLD PEACE RIGHT
HERE ON SALT SPRING ISLAND
Come to sing and dance with Barb Slater and others.

*offer good Nov. and Dec. 2011
#does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

WITH A NEW 4-WHEEL DRIVE, YOU WON'T
CARE IF THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL

UP TO

$

5,500
CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVE
ON ALL 4-WHEEL DRIVE
HONDA MODELS#*¥£

2011 Pilot

2011 CR-V

2011 Ridgeline

Touring 4WD MODEL YF4H9BKN

CR-V EX-L MODEL RE4H7BJN

2011 Ridgeline MODEL YK1F5BJNZ

@BCHonda

TOLL FREE 1-800-673-9276

Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan
beside the Forest Museum
DiscoveryHonda.com

$5,500 Honda Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 Ridgeline models, including the DX, VP, EX-L and EX-L NAVI. *$4,000 Honda Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 Pilot models, including the LX 4WD, EX, EX-L, EX-L RES and Touring. ¥$3,500 Honda Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 CR-V models, including the LX
4WD, EX 2WD, EX, EX-L and EX-L NAVI. £$1,000 Honda Cash Purchase incentive is available on select 2011 Accord Crosstour models, including the EX-L 2WD, EX-L 4WD, EX-L 4WD NAVI. #/*/¥/£ Honda Cash Purchase incentive will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and cannot be combined with special lease or ﬁnance offers. Dealer may sell for
less. Dealer trade may be required. Offer valid from December 1st 2011 through January 4th, 2012 at participating Honda retailers. Offer valid only for British Columbia residents at BC Honda Dealer locations. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.bchonda.com or see your Honda retailer for full details.

YEAR-END 4WD EVENT

#
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