
SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR ALL DOMESTIC & IMPORT CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS
#3 - 290 Park Drive Below Dagwoods, behind car wash  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm

Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “Man who winterizes vehicle
before first snowfall less likely to be left out in the cold.”
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

More than a month of hobnobbing and cam-
paigning reached a climax on Saturday evening 
as voters elected an entirely new slate of local rep-
resentatives to the Capital Regional District and 
Islands Trust.

Peter Grove and George Grams topped the list 
of six candidates vying for one of two positions 
on the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee by cap-
turing 1,667 and 1,625 votes, respectively. Wayne 
McIntyre ousted incumbent Garth Hendren and 
four other candidates to win the CRD race (see 
story on A4).

Trust-hopeful Mark Wyatt placed third with 
1,416 votes, followed by Larry Woods (1,072), 
David Borrowman (944) and Carol Dodd (273).

“I am humbled by people’s expression of faith in

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

SO EXCITED: Country Grocer manager Paul Large, right, rings through a feast fi t for Olympic-

hopeful Richard Clarke as Scott Simmons fi lms in the background. The local store has contributed 

$10,000 to Clarke’s Long Harbour to London 2012 campaign. 

Voters 
pick Grove, 
Grams and 
McIntyre
Voter turn-out rate over 
41 per cent

Hendren   
cleared 
of all 
confl ict 
charges
Decision pending 

for local Trust 

committee 

members 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s outgoing Cap-
ital Regional District director 
may not have won Saturday’s 
local government election, 
but he’s still got plenty of 
cause for celebration after 
a supreme court judge dis-
missed conflict of interest 
allegations against him on 
Friday afternoon.

“I didn’t really think it 
was such a big deal until it 
was over and then I realized 
how big it was,” said Garth 
Hendren. “To impinge your 
moral code is really disturb-
ing . . . I’d never been on the 
receiving end, so I can only 
add this to my life story.”

The decision was expedit-
ed so a judgement could be 
made before voters headed 
to the polls on Saturday. 

“My understanding is that 
[the expedited nature of this 
decision] is very unusual,” 
said Linda Adams, Islands 
Trust chief administrative 
officer as she left the court 
room in Victoria on Friday at 
4:30 p.m.

The judge reserved judge-
ment on confl ict-of-interest 
charges against Salt Spring 
Local  Trust  Committee 
members Christine Torgrim-
son and George Ehring.

LITIGATIONLOCAL ELECTION

Sailor Richard Clarke’s fundraising 

eff orts on right track

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Hopes of Olympic glory for Salt Spring Island 
and local sailor Richard Clarke have come a 
bit closer to becoming a reality thanks to a 
$10,000 sponsorship deal with Country Grocer 
announced on the weekend.

“Paul Large and the team at Country Grocer 
seem just about as excited as the Clarke family 
about the upcoming 2012 Games,” said Andria 
Scanlan, Clarke’s spouse and fundraising man-
ager. “They have joined the Long Harbour to 
London 2012 Star sailing team in a big big way.”

The deal means the grocery store will provide 
$5,000 in cash and an additional $5,000 in gro-
ceries to Clarke and his program over 2012. The 
company has pledged to raise another $10,000 
through sales and promotional activities before 

the Olympic Games begin in July.  
“Paul has ordered Long Harbour to London 

2012 T-shirts, which look fantastic and will soon 
be on sale in the store with all proceeds going 
directly to Richard Clarke’s Olympic campaign,” 
Scanlan said.

“These folks are absolutely amazing. After 
hearing we have a serious medal contender here 
on Salt Spring Island campaigning for the 2012

OLYMPIC CAMPAIGN

ELECTION  continued on A4

Grocer hops aboard Olympic dream

OLYMPIC SAILING  continued on A27
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

Our Islands. Our World.

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

DOWNTOWN DOWNTOWN 
VANCOUVER VANCOUVER 
HARBOURHARBOUR

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S More daily fl ights home from the mainland

(Ganges Vancouver) (Vancouver Ganges)

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main  
YVR terminal and bus exchange

•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled fl ight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $5.00 
on a return trip airfare.

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINAL ATTERMINAL AT
VANCOUVERVANCOUVER
INT’L INT’L 
AIRPORTAIRPORT

• Laser treatment for gum disease
• Surgical implants for rock solid teeth
• Alignment of crooked teeth
• Emergencies and pain relief
• Invisalign...invisible braces
• Cosmetic dentistry 
• Botox cosmetic
• Dentures 

we have a smile 
for you

You don’t have to go off island 
for some of the latest advances in dentistry. 

We offer:

Artful Dentistry
ISLAND DENTAL CENTRE 

Dr. Richard Hayden
199 SALT SPRING WAY 250.537.1400

Visit our website: www.saltspringdentist.com

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00      804 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-4978250-537-4978

SLEGG LUMBER
www.slegglumber.ca

Ready  Or Not, Here Ready  Or Not, Here 
Comes Comes WINTER!WINTER!

•  Presto Logs
•  Insulation
•  Spray Foam Insulation
•  Weather Stripping
•  Storm Window Plastic

Sleggs will help
you with the right
products to winterize 
your home

NOW IN STOCK:
•  Heat Cables for 

Freeze Proofi ng Pipes
•  De-Ice Salt
•  Snow Shovels
•  Antifreeze

•  Weather 
   Stripping

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

Byers, Page and Pingle take 
Salt Spring school board seats
Scott Howe closest 

contender

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring voters have elected 
Katharine Byers, Kathy Page and 
incumbent Rob Pingle as their 
school board trustees for the next 
three-year term.

Preliminary election results fol-
lowing the close of polls on Nov. 
19 had Pingle receiving the high-
est number of votes at 1,658. Page 
was next up with 1,583 votes, while 
1,365 people filled in the circle 
beside Byers’ name. 

Scott Howe was the next clos-
est of the six remaining candi-
dates with 1,053 votes. Jean Elwell 
received 342 despite having with-
drawn from the race and pledged 
her support toward Howe and Page 
some weeks earlier.

The new trustees will be sworn 
in at the regular school board meet-
ing on Wednesday, Dec. 7 and will  
attend a weekend academy with all 
B.C. trustees the following day.

Pingle, who returns to the board 
after filling his first term, said he 
hopes to continue on as chair of the 
policy committee to update dis-
trict policies and add new ones that 
may be missing. 

“I’m looking forward to the next 
three years. I think we’ve got a great 
group of people — I think it’s going 
to be fun,” he said.

Extending the dialogue that 
began during the election cam-
paign is also something Pingle 
hopes to do, and he encourages 
people in the community to talk 
about what they want more regu-
larly.

“I would like to be more available 
to talk to people,” he said, adding 
he might use social media to let 
people know when he’s going for 
coffee so anyone who wants to can 
join him for a chat.

As a new trustee, Byers said she 
is looking forward to learning how 
the district works, who her team 
members are and how to put her 
particular strengths to their best 
use.

“I’d really like to sink my teeth 
into the environmental policy,” she 
said, noting her two main areas of 
interest are sustainability and spe-
cial needs.

Byers said she’s already been 
communicating with SD64 build-
ing manager Tom Graham about 
steps he’s been taking to incorpo-
rate green business and custodial 
practices in island schools. She’s 
looking forward to working with 
district superintendent Jeff Hop-
kins, students and other inter-
ested parties to make those prac-
tices more visible, and to perhaps 
become a role model for other dis-
tricts and community members.

Page said she was especially 
pleased to be elected because she 
thought her platform was diffi cult 

to distill into a sound bite or even 
a two-minute introduction. She 
described her position on 21st-cen-
tury learning as being “yes, but” or 
“yes, and,” meaning that upcoming 
changes are exciting and positive 
but will need to be properly man-
aged and assessed.

“It was very interesting to cam-
paign,” she said.

“Three things stand out for me: 
one, from talking with commu-
nity members, especially parents, 
is how very varied our students’ 
needs are — and obviously, it’s our 
job to make things work for every-
one. It’s a huge task, but that’s our 
job.

“The other thing that struck me 
is how much agreement there was 
between candidates, for example, 
enthusiasm about the changes 
coming to the district, but also the 
need for feedback, to assess what 
happens in our classrooms.”

Elected trustees also evinced an 
appreciation of the teamwork that 
all the candidates demonstrated.

“My only regret is that more 
people weren’t elected,” Page con-
cluded. “The candidates were all 
very good.”

Salt Spring trustees will join their 
colleagues from the other Gulf 
Islands, all long-serving trustees 
who were elected by acclamation: 
May McKenzie from Mayne Island, 
Susanne Middleditch on Saturna, 
Bonnie MacGillivray on Galiano 
and Pete Williams from Pender. 

Trustees still await court decision

Upon hearing the 
news, Ehring said the 
judge’s decision gives him 
grounds for optimism, 
even if the specifi c time 
and date of his particular 
decision is still unknown.

“We don’t have a result 
yet that applies to the 
trustees, though obvious-
ly the claims are similar,” 
he said.

According to Hen-
dren’s lawyer, Susan 
Beach, supreme court 
justice Brian McKenzie 
determined no conflict 
of interest of any man-
ner existed as a result of 
Hendren’s position as a 
director of the Salt Spring 
Island Water Council 
Society and the CRD 
director for Salt Spring.

“Hendren was at all 
relevant times acting in 
the best interests of the 

community of Salt Spring 
Island,” she said Friday. 
“He remains qualified 
to hold office as a CRD 
director now and after 
this election.”

Justice McKenzie 
determined Hendren 
didn’t violate the prov-
ince’s Community Char-
ter because there is no 
evidence to suggest “any 
pecuniary benefi t pecu-
liar to him as an individ-
ual” as a result of his deci-
sion to provide taxpayer 
funds to the Salt Spring 
Island Water Council, a 
society in which he is list-
ed as a director.

Furthermore, the 
judge deemed Hendren’s 
action did not place him 
in a non-pecuniary con-
flict of interest under 
common law given that 
funds provided to the 
Water Council did not 
serve his own ends.

“The judge found that 
there was no evidence 

that [Hendren] voted 
for the grant-in-aid for 
any reason other than 
for the best interests of 
the community,” Beach 
said. “He found that 
given the totality of the 
circumstances, includ-
ing the fact that the CRD 
director’s predecessor 
founded the Water Coun-
cil and the history of the 
grant-in-aids to the Water 
Council and then the 
society that a reasonably 
well-informed person 
would fi nd that he acted 
as a liaison between the 
water commissions and 
the Water Council Soci-
ety.”

Petitioner spokesper-
son Norbert Schlenker 
provided the following 
written statement to the 
Driftwood on Saturday 
morning:

“I’m hesitant to com-
ment publicly because 
we don’t have reasons in 
writing and Mr. Justice 

McKenzie reserved his 
decision with respect to 
the trustees, where the 
facts are slightly differ-
ent,” he wrote. “Petition-
ers saw what we thought 
was contrary to the law 
and followed the proce-
dures open to us as citi-
zens to address the issues. 
The court described 
Mr. Hendren’s failure 
to declare his interest 
imprudent but refused to 
declare it improper. We 
are understandably dis-
appointed with this result 
and await the court’s fi nal 
decision.”

Schlenker and 14 other 
island residents, including 
CRD election candidate 
Dietrich Luth, fi led a legal 
petition on Oct. 7 against 
Hendren, Ehring and Tor-
grimson alleging a con-
flict of interest occurred 
as a result of public funds 
being provided to the 
island’s water and climate 
action councils.

CONFLICT
continued from A1
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Black ice 
factors in 
crash

The driver of a 1991 VW 
Golf was sent to hospital on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15 after spin-
ning out and crashing in the 
800 block of Fulford-Ganges 
Rd.

Police who responded to 
the scene found the car had 
sustained extensive dam-
age and the male driver was 
unable to exit. Salt Spring 
Fire-Rescue extracted the 
driver, who was transported 
to Lady Minto for treatment 

of minor injuries. 
A witness informed police 

the vehicle had become 
directionally unstable and 
entered a series of spins 
prior to leaving the road-
way. Black ice was observed 
at the scene and was deter-
mined to be a contributing 
factor.

Police are requesting the 
public’s assistance to con-
fi rm the ownership of the Cal 
20 sailboat Volente, which 
went aground at Churchill 
Beach on Monday morning. 
Canadian Coast Guard and 
Salt Spring RCMP members 
responded to the scene and 
confi rmed the sailboat had 

been abandoned. The ves-
sel was not salvaged and 
remains aground. 

Anyone with information 
regarding the ownership of 
the boat is asked to contact 
the Salt Spring detachment 
at 250-537-5555.

Local police are remind-
ing motorists to ensure 
they remove valuables from 
their vehicles and lock their 
doors, following the theft of 
a woman’s purse from her 
car while parked on Purvis 
Lane last week. Section 191 
of the Motor Vehicle Act stip-
ulates drivers cannot leave a 
parked, unattended vehicle 
unlocked.

Islands Trust 
Council 
meeting 
agenda 
announced

The Islands Trust Coun-
cil will hold its next quar-
terly business meeting 
Dec. 7 to 9 at the Harbour 
Towers Hotel in Victoria. 

T h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g 
starts Wednesday, Dec. 7 
at 8:30 a.m. and is expect-
ed to f inish mid-after-
noon on Friday. 

Trust Council  invites 
members of the public 
to participate in a town 
hall  session starting at 
1:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 8. Anyone wishing  
to reserve time to make a 
formal delegation on top-
ics relevant to the Islands 
Trust’s work must receive 
an appointment through 
the executive committee. 

A p p l i c a n t s  s h o u l d 
send the topic and the 
speaker’s name and con-
tact information to the 
attention of Marie Smith 
(email  msmith@island-
strust.bc.ca or fax: 250-
405-5155) as soon as pos-

sible. 
Guidelines for making 

a presentation to Coun-
cil are available at www.
i s l a n d s t r u s t . b c . c a / t c /
addresstips.cfm. 

Members of the public 
are invited to attend all 
sessions except meals, 
and a closed session from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 9.

A copy of the agenda 
package for the December 
Council meeting will be 
available on the Islands 
Trust website and at the 
Victoria, Salt Spring and 
Gabriola Island offices 
after Wednesday, Nov. 30.

News briefs

Heads up!
Santa Fly-in 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 26 
Ganges Harbour & Mahon Hall. 12:45 p.m.

ORDER YOUR

HOLIDAY TURKEY 
FREE RUN & MEDICATION FREE
FAMILY FARMED IN LANGLEY BC

$5.50 PER LB 
 FROM 8 LB UP TO 20 LBS

NATUREWORKS
REAL FOOD LIVES HERE

NATUREWORKS
REAL FOOD LIVES HERE

 

116 LOWER GANGES ROAD
MONDAY TO SATURDAY  9AM - 6PM

T: 250 537 2325

SALT SPRING GARBAGE SERVICES LTD.

WINTER HOURS START NOV. 7, 2011WINTER HOURS START NOV. 7, 2011
THROUGH MID -MARCH, 2012THROUGH MID -MARCH, 2012

8:00am to 4:00pm Monday to Fridays / Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm
GARBAGE DROPPED OFF FROM $3.50 PER BAG

THE ONLY FULL SERVICE HOME PICK UP $4.00 PER BAG
Serving and supporting the community for over 40 years

250.537.2167  ssgarbage@shaw.ca

360 Blackburn Road

ENVIRONMENT

Fishery watchdogs question higher herring catch
How a small fi sh is raising big 

ecological concerns

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring Island naturalist says the 
federal government’s decision to increase 
the Pacifi c herring winter fi shery by more 
than 2,000 per cent in early November 
stands to destroy any hope of the species’ 
full recovery in many parts of the southern 
Strait of Georgia.

“The real story is that as resident stocks 
of herring have started to recover, they’ve 
suddenly opened up this winter fishery,” 
said Briony Penn, a naturalist, environmen-
tal activist, author and former federal Liberal 
party candidate.

While many fishery proponents have 
lauded the decision as a chance to capi-
talize on the growing demand for the fi sh 
in foreign markets such as North Africa, 
conservationists along B.C.’s coast say the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans deci-
sion to increase catch allowances is simply 
too much and comes too soon.

Penn said DFO’s healthy stock inventories 
for the Strait of Georgia as a whole do not 
account for sensitive resident populations 
trying to mount a comeback in smaller bays 
and harbours throughout the region.

Some of those places include spots like 
Ganges and Fulford harbours, where annual 
herring spawns used to be the norm rather 
than the exception.

“When you start talking to old folks and 
First Nations — and even I can remember 
we used to have big spawns on Salt Spring 
even up until the ‘80s,” Penn said. “If you ask 
most people on Salt Spring today, they don’t 
even know about herring.

“What we think is going to happen is that 
fi shers will fi sh out what little stocks are left 
in individual bays and harbours around the 
region to meet their fi shery allocation.”

Besides offering a truly sustainable fi sh-
ery, Penn added, the recovery of Pacific 
herring stocks in the southern Gulf Islands 
would be a major boon for local tourism 
opportunities.

“To go to a herring ball is amazing because 
you’re seeing orcas, seals and big flocks 
of gulls. It’s total ecotourism,” Penn said. 
“Where there’s herring there’s wildlife and 
where there’s wildlife there’s high-paying 
ecotourism guests.”

The Pacifi c herring fi shery is split between 
two major catch seasons, the winter food 
and bait fishery and the spring roe fish-
ery. While the spring fi shery has tradition-
ally dominated the two catches, a declining 
demand for herring roe has led industry and 
government offi cials to explore new markets 
and expand the winter food and bait fi shery.

DFO’s decision to raise the annual allow-
able food and bait catch from 280 tonnes in 
2010 to 6,000 tonnes in 2011 is a result of dis-
cussions between DFO scientists, industry 
representatives and conservationists.

“I consider this year almost somewhat of 
an experimental phase,” said Lisa Mijacika, 
resource manager for DFO’s Pacifi c region 
pelagic division.

This year’s total annual allowable catch, 
Mijacika said, is approximately 18,350 
tonnes, well below the recommended cap 
of 30,534 tonnes, a figure that represents 
roughly 20 per cent of the species’ total bio-
mass in the Strait of Georgia.

Whereas fishery opponents argue 
increased catch sizes may devastate local 
herring populations, Mijacika said DFO sci-
entists have yet to discover any evidence 
that points to the existence of a distinct 

local population. According to DFO, Pacifi c 
herring within the Strait of Georgia are a 
migratory species that travel between the 
Salish Sea region and feeding grounds off 
Vancouver Island’s west coast.

Mijacika added that DFO implements a 
variety of controls to monitor the fishery 
and assess stocks before, during and after 
each season. Several temporary closures are 
in effect to protect sensitive populations like 
those in places like Fulford Harbour.

“We can look at additional closures and 
other management measures if we start to 
have concerns,” she said.

Although Pacific herring stocks in the 
Strait of Georgia have made a comeback 
in recent decades, numbers are still a long 
way from mid-20th century levels before a 
lucrative fi shery with annual catches of up 
to 250,000 tonnes per year led to its collapse.

In a Nov. 4 letter to the federal Minister of 

Fisheries and Oceans, the executive director 
of B.C.‘s Raincoast Conservation Founda-
tion condemns DFO’s decision to increase 
the food and bait fi shery because the deci-
sion was made without enough public input 
and scientifi c certainty.

“We believe this decision ignores evidence 
of the existence of resident populations and 
are concerned that it risks the future health 
and viability of the resident Georgia Strait 
herring population,” writes Chris Genovali. 
“A fishery at this time and in this region 
could have catastrophic consequences for 
resident herring, as well as for other marine 
species that rely on these fi sh.”

Genovali and the Raincoast Conserva-
tion Foundation had asked that the fi shery’s 
Nov. 7 start date be postponed until further 
attention can be given to the matter. As 
of late last week, he’d yet to receive any 
response.

PHOTO COURTESY RAINCOAST CONSERVATION FOUNDATION.

Mass of herring from Pacifi c waters.

“To go to a herring ball is 

amazing because you’re seeing 

orcas, seals and big fl ocks of 

gulls.”

BRIONY PENN
Naturalist
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Gallery 8
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Home Hardware
Island Star Video
Love My Kitchen

Mistaken Identity Vineyards
Natureworks
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FREE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS

gulfislandsdriftwood.com
online

Interview with visiting 
author Pummy Kaur. 

Facebook.com/
gulfi slandsdriftwood

FACEBOOK EXTRA »

FACEBOOK 
FAN OF THE WEEK » 

Heather Fox  is the Drift-
wood’s Facebook “Fan of 

the Week.” Pick up your 
$10 Country Grocer gift 
card at the Driftwood 
offi  ce until Dec. 23, 2011.

SOME TWEETS 
WE TWITTERED » 

MON: Queen of Nan. sailing cancelled 
SAT:  Election results

FRI: Hendren cleared in confl ict case
www.twitter.com/GIDriftwood

STAY CONNECTED » 
Be part of the Driftwood’s 

online community.

Sign up for breaking news, a weekly news 
digest  E-dition, Facebook community updates, 

and short, timely messages via Twitter.
gulfislandsonline.com/signup.html

STAY INFORMED » 
Read Tony Richards’ commentary 

on local issues at
www.blogs.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.

com/tonyrichards

COMMUNITY LINKS » 
Looking for an online link 

to the new PARC Leisure Guide? 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

look under  “Community Links”

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

HARBOURS END 
MARINE & EQUIPMENT

250-537-4202
122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

NOV
23 04:21    3.1    10.2   
WE 08:22   2.6   8.5   
 13:43   3.4   11.2   
 21:15   0.3   1.0   
24 05:16    3.3    10.8   
TH 09:24   2.8   9.2   
 14:20   3.4   11.2   
 21:56   0.1   0.3   
25 06:06    3.5    11.5   
FR 10:26   2.9   9.5   
 15:00   3.4   11.2   
 22:40   0.0   0.0
26 06:54    3.6    11.8   
SA 11:31   2.9   9.5   
 15:45   3.3   10.8   
 23:24   0.0   0.0   

27 07:41    3.6    11.8   
SU 12:40   2.9   9.5   
 16:31   3.2   10.5

28 00:09    0.2    0.7   
MO 08:26   3.6   11.8   
 13:55   2.8   9.2   
 17:20   3.0   9.8

29 00:54    0.4    1.3   
TU 09:09   3.6   11.8   
 15:13   2.6   8.5   
 18:13   2.7   8.9   

SAVE
$500!

One Only

Honda EM5000
Generator

Reg. $3079

SALE $2579

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Salt Spring Raging Grannies Marg Simons, left, 

and Susan Paynter encourage islanders to get out 

and vote prior to Saturday’s local government 

election.

New trustees ready to take on roles

me,” Grove wrote in 
an email on Monday. 
“I’m gratified that all 
the hard work paid off. 
And, of course, I am 
thrilled that I’ll be able 
to make a serious con-
tribution to the future 
of my community.”

Grove,  who cam-
paigned on his expe-
rience in mediation, 
confl ict resolution and 
accounting, said the 
key to his success was 
a consistent and clear 
message to voters.

Now that he’s been 
elected, Grove said 
he’ll work to follow 
through with consen-
sus building by “talking 
to those who have been 
expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the Trust to 
better understand their 
concerns.”

“I will strive to break 
down those barriers 
caused by fl awed com-
munication and fac-
tionalism that are crip-
pling our ability to work 
together to develop a 
vision for Salt Spring 
that we can all share 
with pride,” he said.

Grove will sit beside 
architect and Inva-
resk Design Build Inc. 
owner George Grams, 
who ended the election 
in second place, more 
than 200 votes ahead of 
running mate Wyatt.

“I’m elated and dis-
appointed,” he said in 
an email on Tuesday 
morning. “It’s pleasing 
that so many residents 
expressed confidence 
in the platform that 
Mark and I elucidated, 
but I’m saddened that 
Mark didn’t quite make 
the cut.

“The expression of 
trust and confi dence in 
our platform provides 
me with a strong man-
date to effect change in 
those areas we identi-
fi ed in our manifesto.”

Grams said failure to 
elect Wyatt opens the 
door to a greater likeli-
hood of disagreement 
and the potential for an 
LTC tie breaker from an 
off-island chair. 

“I question the wis-
dom of having our 
future determined by 
the vote of someone 
who neither lives nor 
works on Salt Spring,” 
he wrote. “It also raises 
questions about demo-
cratic representation.”

Grams spoke highly 
of Grove’s honour and 
intelligence, adding 
that the two repre-
sentatives share many 
common values for the 
island, including “the 
need to ensure robust 
preservation and pro-
tection of our natural 
environment, trans-
parency, accountabil-
ity, efficiency, the rule 
of law, fi scal prudence, 
affordable housing, 

an earnest commit-
ment to a provincially 
sponsored governance 
study, a wish to see the 
downtown core regen-
erated, a need to review 
our processes and a 
wish to ensure bal-
anced decision making 
to protect all criteria 
which contribute to 
our health and well-
being as a community.”

The new trustees, 
who will take over from 
George Ehring and 
Christine Torgrimson, 
will be sworn in imme-
diately prior to the 
quarterly Trust Council 
meeting in Victoria on 
Dec. 6. The new trust-
ees’ first regular local 
Trust committee meet-
ing is on Thursday, Jan. 
5.

Although Grams and 
Grove won the overall 
contest, Woods topped 
Grams in votes collect-
ed at the Fulford Ele-
mentary School (225-
165). Grams and Wyatt 
finished first and sec-
ond in advance polls 
with 499 and 440 votes 
respectively.

Deputy election offi -
cer Anthony Kennedy 
said voter turnout was 
strong and steady at all 
three Salt Spring poll-
ing locations through-
out the day on Satur-
day.

“[Election staff] were 
busy all day long,” he 
said, soon after results 
were posted outside 

Salt  Spring’s  Com-
munity Gospel Cha-
pel on Saturday night. 
“Nobody got bored.”

The chair of Salt 
Spring Island’s LTC, 
Sheila Malcolmson, 
was re-elected on Gab-
riola Island with 1,162 
votes. She will join 
Gisele Rudischer (825) 
on that island’s LTC. 
They defeated Maggie 

Mooney (730).
All election figures 

are considered prelimi-
nary. 

Be sure to sign up to 
the Driftwood’s Face-
book site — facebook.
com/gulfislandsdrift-
wood — to read and 
comment on the full 
Q&A interviews with 
Salt Spring’s new trust-
ees.

TRUST ELECTION
continued from A1

CRD ELECTION 2011

Salt Spring voters elect McIntyre to CRD
Hendren fails to 

get second term

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Wayne McIntyre will be 
Salt Spring’s next Capital 
Regional District director 
after he earned roughly 
34 per cent of the total 
votes cast during advance 
polls and Saturday’s local 
government election.

McIntyre concluded 
his successful cam-
paign by earning 1,329 
votes, 182 more than 

runner-up Carole Eyles 
(1,147 votes) and nearly 
a thousand votes ahead 
of incumbent Garth Hen-
dren (383). Leslie Wallace 
(362), Dietrich Luth (229) 
and Ken Lee (178) round-
ed out the six candidates 
for CRD director. 

“I just think, as far as 
success goes, it’s a com-
bination of platform, 
qualifications and hard 
work; it’s like a hat trick,” 
McIntyre said.

He credited a tireless 
campaign and plenty of 
community support for 
his election victory. 

McIntyre will be for-
mally sworn in as Salt 
Spring’s electoral area 
director during the 
CRD board’s next regu-
lar monthly meeting on 
Dec. 14. McIntyre said he 
intends to bring years of 
small business, economic 
development and afford-
able housing experience 
to the table. McIntyre was 
nominated by Emma-

Louise Elsey and John 
Fulker.

His immediate prior-
ity will be to address cost 
overruns, project delays 
and mismanagement 
associated with water 
treatment plant upgrades 
in several Capital Region-
al District water districts, 
including Fulford, Bed-
dis, Cedar Lane, and 
Highland and Fernwood.

He said it will be essen-
tial to work alongside the 
island’s new local Trust 
committee members to 
foster a more positive 
political climate.

“We need more coop-
eration and less confron-
tation,” he said. “The 
three of us are mature 
enough and care enough 
that we’ll work well 
together.”

Should trustees agree, 
McIntyre would like to 
see more public oppor-
tunities for islanders to 
meet with their CRD and 
Islands Trust representa-

tives.
Hendren, the outgoing 

CRD director, couldn’t 
point to any single factor 
that led to his defeat.

“When you’re on this 
side it’s really hard to 
determine,” he said.

Hendren conceded the 
now-resolved confl ict-of-
interest case against him 
for involvement with the 
Salt Spring Island Water 
Council Society may have 
turned voters off.

“The moral piece I 
think is quite signifi cant,” 
he said. “If I was out there 
[as a voter] and this had 
come out, I think it would 
have had a great impact 
on my vote.”

Hendren looks forward 
to exploring his options, 
which include volun-
teering with CUSO-VSO, 
working on a proposed 
Salt Spring Island arts 
school and taking up an 
offer to become the cook-
ie chef at the new Fulford 
store when it opens next 

year.
Hendren looked back 

fondly on his ability to 
help complete the island’s 
new public library and 
signifi cantly improve the 
island’s transportation 
infrastructure during the 
past three years. 

“I had a good time,” 
Hendren said.

Voters cast 3,628 bal-
lots for Salt Spring’s CRD 
director, a figure which 
represents about 41.7 per 
cent of 8,800 eligible vot-
ers and is comparable to 
the turnout for the 2008 
local government elec-
tions.

McIntyre won a major-
ity of votes during the 
advance polls and at two 
of the election’s three 
island polling stations. 
Carole Eyles was the 
number one choice for 
voters in Fulford.

A complete list of poll-
by-poll results is available 
online at www.gulfi sland-
sdriftwood.com.



NEWSBEAT
GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2011 |  A5

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave

livingstrongstudios.ca

250.931.5483
120 HEREFORD AVE.

 FREE
annual membership with the purchase of 

a 36 session personal training package!

NEW
Combo membership with Rainbow Road Pool

Swim AND Strength Train with one easy monthly pass

Please call the gym for details

Dear friends,
Through the support of the Government 
of Canada - Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation under the Shelter 
Enhancement Program, we were recently 
able to make some necessary renovations 
and improvements to our Transition 
House for women and their children 
seeking safety from violence and abuse. 

We wish to extend our gratitude and 
appreciation to CMHC, and to all who 
collaborated on this special project. 
Special mention goes to: 

Slegg Lumber
Wilco Construction Ltd
Gordon Lee Tree Guy Ltd.
Titan Window Films Ltd.
Charlie’s Excavating

“Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, and working 
together is success” (Henry Ford). 

The North End
Fitness

Xmas Fit Kit
$88.99

Two-Month Membership
Personal Training Session

Infrared Sauna Session
Three Tanning Sessions

(250) 537-5217

"Give the Gift of Health"

Persona
Infra
ThTT re

"G

APPLIANCE REPAIR
INSTALLATIONS

& SERVICING

The

Right
Hand
Man

PETER ANDRESS

righthandman@telus.net 250-537-0881
(Fully Insured)

116 Hereford Ave. • 250-537-2241 • drycleaners@telus.net

1212%%  OFF

Fall Cleaning SpecialFall Cleaning Special
DRAPES  •  BLANKETS  •  COMFORTERS • DUVETS • BEDSPREADSDRAPES  •  BLANKETS  •  COMFORTERS • DUVETS • BEDSPREADS

with Salt Spring Residents Card if item picked up within 30 dayswith Salt Spring Residents Card if item picked up within 30 days

In effect
Oct. 26 - Nov. 30, 2011

Exclusions: 
pillows, heavily stained 
items and bulk cleaning

HOURS:
8:30 am-5 pm 

Tuesday-Friday 
10 am-4 pm 

Saturday

HEALTH & SAFETY

Car exhaust identifi ed as CO culprit
Home alarms 

considered essential

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue has 
confirmed the carbon mon-
oxide (CO) poisoning that 
occurred at Kingfisher Cove 
and affected 16 victims last 
week was caused by a car that 
was left accidentally running in 
a garage.

“This could have been the 
single largest devastating acci-
dent we had on this island for 
years,” said Salt Spring Fire 
Chief Tom Bremner.

With the car’s 86-year-old 
owner seriously poisoned and 
sent to Vancouver General 
Hospital for life-saving treat-
ment, Bremner said he was not 
at liberty to release the cause 
immediately after the incident 
occurred. However, the victim 
has since recovered enough to 
speak with her nephew, Eric 
Booth, who said the family 
wishes to share its information 
to prevent further tragedies.

“It was totally accidental,” 
Booth explained.

“My aunt got distracted 
and the door was shut on the 
garage — it’s downstairs, so 
she couldn’t hear [the car] run-
ning. She went to bed totally 
unaware it was still running.” 

At best guess she had arrived 
home during the afternoon of 
Nov. 13 and the car continued 
to run until the following eve-
ning at 8 p.m.

Booth said it was extremely 
lucky his sister went over to 

check on her aunt. She real-
ized the car was running and 
turned it off. Booth, who was 
just four blocks away, arrived 
quickly, and then moved his 
aunt’s bed, where she was lying 
unconscious next to the open 
sliding glass door while calling 
911 for help.

According to Emergency 
Care in the Streets, the training 
manual used by BC paramed-
ics, CO “is produced during 
the incomplete combustion of 
organic fuels, most common-
ly in the automobile engine 
or home-heating devices.” It 
is odourless in itself, although 
in this case firefighters who 
arrived on scene were able to 
detect the strong smell of car 
exhaust.

Very often, the victims of CO 
poisoning have no idea it’s hap-
pening. A car in a small, closed 
garage can produce enough CO 
to be lethal in 15 to 30 minutes. 
However, “the atmospheric level 
does not need to be very high for 
the poisoning to occur, for the 
affi nity of haemoglobin for CO 
is more than 200 times that for 
oxygen . . .  The result is suffoca-
tion at the cellular level.”

Flu-like symptoms, such as 
headaches, nausea and vomit-
ing, may occur, and in acute 
cases victims may appear 
drunk, confused or unable to 
think clearly. Children are more 
rapidly affected than adults 
because of their higher metab-
olisms.

Besides car exhaust, CO poi-
soning is often a winter phe-
nomenon due to chimney fl ues 
and ventilation systems getting 

blocked. Anyone with a wood 
or propane stove should have a 
CO detector, especially because 
the gas is usually unnoticeable 
by other means. 

With the season of storms 
and power outages just start-
ing up, islanders should also 
ensure to never bring inside 

any device that’s meant for out-
door use — whether it’s a pro-
pane camp stove, a barbecue, 
a patio heater or a backyard 
fi replace.

The BC Building Code now 
requires CO alarms in every 
new residence that also con-
tains a fuel-burning appliance 
or an attached garage. Brem-
ner notes it’s equally important 
that people pay attention when 
alarms do go off and notify 
emergency response workers.

“We hardly ever say no — 
if it’s related to us, we’ll come 
out,” Bremner said, noting 
some people may feel wrongly 
embarrassed to call. 

During last week’s incident, 
at least one CO alarm in a neigh-
bouring unit had been going off 
all day. When the emergency 

teams were finally called out, 
they had to put on breathing 
apparatus before they could 
enter the unit and remove the 
main victim, and then evacuate 
the 15 people in the attached 
unit next door. The precaution 
is part of the procedure they 
must follow since they would 
themselves be at risk of being 
overcome by the gas.

Booth admitted he was 
not completely aware of the 
danger he put himself in by 
entering the CO-fi lled house, 
although he’s not sure that he 
would have acted differently 
if he had.

“Adrenaline kicks in — 
you’re faced with a life or death 
situation,” he said.

Booth said his aunt’s main 
home is on the East Coast and 
she therefore probably never 
thought of having a CO alarm 
installed here. She is lucky to 
be alive, and fortunately is a fi t 
person who still cross coun-
try skis at age 86. She is still in 
intensive care in Vancouver but 
is recovering well and looking 
forward to leaving the hospital, 
where she will likely remain for 
another week.

Booth’s aunt and the neigh-
bouring victims also benefit-
ted from the integrated man-
agement of the local response 
teams, which included 20 fi re-
fighters, four paramedics and 
one police offi cer.

For more information on 
CO poisoning, pick up a pam-
phlet at the fi re hall, see the link 
at www.saltspringfire.com or 
visit web sources such as www.
healthlinkbc.ca.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire board tackles Trust conditions for 
Brinkworthy area fi re hall application
Public meeting on proposal 

set for Dec. 19

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire District’s board of trust-
ees is getting ready to act on a number of 
conditions laid out by the Islands Trust 
before its plan to build a new fi re hall 
can go to the next stage.

Working to secure a proposed land 
donation from Tristar Communities and 
Brinkworthy Properties, trustees at the 
regular monthly meeting Monday night 
discussed the path that will be neces-
sary to secure the use of property that is 
currently part of the Agricultural Land 
Reserve.

Chair Michael Schubart brought 
forward two conditions set out by the 
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee, as 
included in an Oct. 25 staff report and 

to be completed before the application 
goes before the provincial Agricultural 
Land Commission. He said he wished to 
act on them before the LTC’s next meet-
ing on Jan. 5 to prove the board’s serious 
intent.

Having a public meeting was the fi rst 
condition discussed. As recommended 
in the LTC staff report, this event would 
be conducted “to discuss ways to miti-
gate noise and other impacts. The meet-
ing should be held before architectural 
drawings and a site plan are created so 
these plans can refl ect community con-
cerns.”

Trustees passed a motion to hold the 
session prior to the next board meeting 
on Dec. 19. It will begin at 6 p.m. and 
seasonal refreshments will be offered. 
Board members noted it will be criti-
cal to advertise that the meeting’s main  
purpose is to decide whether the land 
should be used for the fi re hall or not, 

with future public meetings planned to 
discuss details of its design if and when 
the ALC gives approval.

A second LTC request, which trustees 
moved to follow, was to submit a profes-
sional drainage report of the property. 
The full staff report can be found on the 
Islands Trust website, under the agenda 
for the Salt Spring LTC’s Nov. 3 meeting.

Trustee Richard Hannah, who chairs 
the fi re hall committee, added that the 
Trust’s Agricultural Advisory Commit-
tee had given its support to the plan at a 
meeting last Thursday, but had included 
the LTC conditions as well as two more: 
the submission of a more detailed site 
plan and the agreement not to move soil 
from the property unless to a registered 
farm.

Fire trustees agreed Monday night to 
use all soil on the property itself and also 
moved to contract their architect to draft 
a basic site plan.

“Adrenaline kicks 

in — you’re faced 

with a life or 

death situation.” 

ERIC BOOTH
CO victim’s nephew
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Please bring your contribution to the library or mail it to the above address:
(Tax receipts will be issued for all contributions of $10.00 or more)

____  Donor level          Up to $124                       _____  Sustainer level        $250-$499
____  Supporter level    $125-$249                        _____  Benefactor Level   $500 to $999
                                            ____  Legacy level        $1,000 or more 

Name:_______________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________Email:______________________________
When donors are publicly acknowledged, would you prefer to remain anonymous?  ____ Yes /  ____ No            

We can all actually see the progress being made on the library’s new 
home.  As each week passes with the project still on budget and on schedule, 
we can now count on the new building opening in the Fall of 2012. That 
being so, work has begun both on the library’s role  in  “showcasing” local 
art and on how we will consult with the community as regards the new 
programs and expanded services that should be provided. 

We need your help, however, in making our new library all it can and 
should be.  All proceeds from the 2011 Annual Giving Campaign have 
been earmarked for expanding the collection and broadening the range 
of services provided. Many areas of special interest in both the fi ction and 
non-fi ction collections must be strengthened. Both the teen and children’s 
collections now have room to grow as do the library’s DVD and audio 
book collections. The library also hopes to provide, both “on site” and 
“from home”, access to more on-line material.

If you have not already done so, will you join us this year in the effort 
to expand our collections, our programs, and, possibly, our electronic 
services? Each dollar donated makes a difference—as does, of course, 
each hour of service provided by our many volunteers. We would be most 
grateful for whatever amount you feel you can contribute. Yours will be a 
gift that will keep on giving for years to come. While all of us can take pride 
in the library’s new home, the materials it contains remain the bricks and 
mortar of the mind. Please help us to also do more of that kind of building.

Sincerely,   Stanley J. Shapiro                      

Fundraising Chair, SSI Library Board

The Library’s 2011 Annual 
Giving Campaign 

Please use the coupon below to make your tax-deductible donation. THANK YOU

129 McPhillips Avenue,

Salt Spring Island,

BC  V8K 2T6

With the passage of the Teachers’ Act and the transition of the BC College of Teachers 
to the new Teacher Regulation Branch of the Ministry of Education, there are some 
changes that may require you to take urgent action.

All persons who hold a non-practising or non-practising [retired] 
certificate must upgrade to a practising certificate by January 6, 2012 
in order to retain a teaching certificate.

Non-practising certificate holders who have not paid the $120 
practising fee or $60 top-up fee to the College by January 6, 2012 will 
lose their certificates under legislation upon the College’s transition to 
the new Teacher Regulation Branch in early January. After January 6, former 
BC College of Teachers members who held these certificates would be required to 
reapply for new certificates under the requirements in place at the time of application.

Members who hold non-practising certificates but are currently in receipt of LTD 
benefits are exempt from this change.

Non-practising BC College of 
Teachers teaching certificate? 

Retired teacher?
Please read this notice and visit www.bcct.ca immediately

For more information visit our website at www.bcct.ca

BC College
of Teachers ISLAND CHARITY 

SS Foundation disperses funds
$44,000 given out for 

fall term

Every year the Salt Spring Island 
Foundation gives approximately 
$100,000 in grants to a wide range 
of the island’s registered charities. 
This is made possible through the 
Foundation’s community endow-
ment fund, which was developed 
and continues to grow through 
donations and bequests to the 
foundation.

The foundation recently 
approved of approximately $44,000 
for 12 projects of the 23 submitted 
for consideration this fall.

Bandemonium: To purchase 
music scores for the community 
sing-along of Handel’s Messiah led 
by Bach on the Rock at ArtSpring.  

CNIB: To purchase talking books.
Family Place (SSI Community 

Services): To develop a safe, secure 
play area for children up to 3 years 
old. 

Frozen and Preserved Meals 
Program (SSI Community Ser-
vices): To establish a frozen and 

preserved meals program that will 
assist vulnerable populations with 
planning and preserving low-cost, 
healthy meals. 

Island Natural Growers: For 
equipment for processing poultry 
in the new abattoir facility.

Island Pathways: To assist with 
program costs for Velo Village, a Salt 
Spring event to be held before the 
Velo-city Global cycling conference 
in Vancouver in June 2012. 

Phoenix Elementary School: 
For tools and equipment to assist 
in the development of nature trails 
and a garden on school grounds.

SSI Cooperative Preschool: To 
purchase and install a washer and 
dryer at the preschool to enable it 
to reduce paper waste and become 
more environmentally responsible.

SSI Public Library: For three 
book trolleys and a mail cart to 
move materials from the tempo-
rary library to the library annex. 
This equipment will also be used in 
the new library. 

SSI Special Olympics: For multi-
use uniforms for Salt Spring’s Spe-
cial Olympics athletes. 

SWOVA: To assist with two pro-
grams —  The Pass it On Health 
and Safety program will provide 
structured group and individual 
mentorship for “at risk” Grade 8 
girls throughout the 2011–2012 
school year; and the Respect, 
Safety and Sexual Health for 
Youth program for Grade 11 stu-
dents. 

Victoria Human Exchange: To 
winterize Grandma’s House and 
Bittancourt Manor transition-
al houses for men and women, 
upgrade furnishings and pur-
chase emergency equipment for 
these facilities. 

If you would like more infor-
mation about how you can help 
the foundation support worthy 
island charities like these, see 
www.saltspringislandfounda-
tion.org or call 250-537-8305. 

The foundation distributes 
grants twice a year. Organiza-
tions with charitable status that 
wish to apply for a spring 2012 
grant should check the founda-
tion’s website early in the new 
year for updated information.

HEALTH CARE 

Pilot project transforms 
dermatology service
Teledermatology now 

available on Salt Spring

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A drastic shortage of special-
ized service in dermatology across 
B.C. may soon be relieved thanks 
to a project initiated by Dr. Shane 
Barclay.

Barclay has been working on 
establishing a system of remote diag-
nosis for local patients who need to 
see — but are unable to get in with 
— a dermatologist close to home, 
based on his experience working 
in the North West Territories where 
doctors email photos and informa-
tion to specialists in Alberta.

As developed by Dr. Jaggi Rao at 
the University of Alberta, teleder-
matology differs from telemedicine, 
which takes place using livestream 
video-conferencing and consulta-
tion. In this case the patient’s fam-
ily physician takes a photo of the 
affected area, supplies information 
from his or her medical records, and 
submits it to a secure website, all to 
be viewed at the specialist’s conve-
nience.

The idea to replicate the system 
here occurred to Barclay when a 
Victoria practitioner recommend-
ed referring one of his patients to 
Vancouver for consultation. Barclay 
balked at the time and money the 
patient would lose by travelling off-
island for an entire day just for “a 
six-minute appointment.”

Finding a specialist in B.C. who 
wanted to take on the project, how-
ever, proved to be challenging. Bar-
clay eventually found someone who 
was interested in helping in Dr. Neil 
Kitson of UBC. After presenting the 
case to the Shared Caring Committee 
(an association of general practitio-
ners and specialists), based on Rao’s 
existing program in Alberta, Barclay 
also secured the start-up funding for 
a three-month pilot project for Salt 
Spring and the Fraser Lake/Burns 
Lake area.

Now, if someone comes in with a 
strange rash or a suspicious growth, 
Barclay can email off a jpeg instead 
of just guessing that cortisone cream 
might work.

“It’s amazing how well this has 

worked for patients with stuff I 
wouldn’t have known what to do,” 
he said. 

“And the patients love it — they 
don’t have to go anywhere.”

One of the advantages to the sys-
tem, Barclay added, is that some-
one working part-time or in semi-
retirement can work on the fi les at 
home, in the evenings, or even from 
a tropical beach, meaning there are 
people out there willing to take on 

the job. And despite the gap between 
the initial doctor’s appointment and 
the diagnosis, the entire turnaround 
time (for the pilot project) is just one 
week. In Alberta and the NWT, where 
some 500 GPs make use of the pro-
gram, the turnaround is often just 
48 hours.

That’s an enormous difference 
from the time it would take to even 
get in to see a dermatologist in Van-
couver, where the waiting list for an 
appointment is three to six months 
long, or Victoria, where Barclay 
said dermatologists have not been 
accepting new patients for several 
years.

Since beginning the pilot proj-
ect in August, Barclay and fellow 
Kings Lane Clinic tenant Dr. Paula 
Ryan have sent out consultations 
for around 45 patients. Some island 
physicians have also signed up to 
the website, and others are sending 
their patients to Kings Lane for the 
process.

When the project ends in Decem-
ber, Barclay said, the next step toward 
taking the program across the entire 
province will be having the website 
approved by B.C.’s College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons. A cost sav-
ings analysis will also be prepared, 
which Barclay hopes to publish in 
the B.C. Medical Journal.

“The patients love it — 

they don’t have to go 

anywhere.”

DR. SHANE BARCLAY
LMH chief of staff
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NEWSBEAT

OUR GALA WAS A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS. YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 
HELPED US TO RAISE OVER $10,000 FOR ISLAND WOMEN+CHILDREN.

ThankYou
   

Arthur Black        Salt Spring Island Florist         Ahava Shira         Ellie Silverman

Sam Barlow 
June Boe 

Colleen Bowen 
Patricia Brown

Jill Louise Campbell
Simon Camping
Cedar Mountain 

Studios
Cherry Blossom
Barbara Clark
Stefanie Denz

Linda Dom
J. Edwards

Christopher Emery
Cary Ennis

Felix-Marie Badeau
Figs & Honey
Gwen Gagne
Jeannie Gray

Heather 
(the Bread Lady)

Carol Haigh

W. Allan Hancock
Kathleen Horstal
Corie Johnston

Laura Keil
Juliette Laing

Laughing Daughters 
Bakery

Lisa Lipsett

Julie MacKinnon
Ayla McInninch
Rainbow May

Amy Melious
Larry Melious

Moonstruck Cheese 
Babs O’Brien

Pegasus Gallery
Pharmasave

The Rental Stop Ltd.
Kathy Robertson 
Sacred Mountain 

Lavender
Melissa Searcy

Small Town Chicks
Jan Smith

Solance Body Works
SS Island Cheese

SS Vineyards
Bob Stimpson

Michaela Sorrentino
Melanie Thompson

Thrifty Foods
Gerlof VanderGaast

Anne Watson
Evelyn White

Melanie Williamson

A HEARTFELT

SAM ANDERSON
A P P L I A N C E  R E P A I RA P P L I A N C E  R E P A I R

TEL: 250-537-5268
FAX: 250-537-1100
samander@telus.net

AEG, ASKO, BERTAZZONI, BLUE STAR, BLOMBERG, BOSCH,  DCS, DACOR, DANBY, 
ELECTROLUX, ELICA, FABER,  FISHER PAYKEL,  FRIGIDAIRE, GE,  GAGGENEAU, 
HOTPOINT, INGLIS, KITCHENAID, LG,  MARVELLE, MAYTAG, MIELE,  SUB ZERO, 

ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL, 

AUTHORIZED WARRANTY FOR

SAM ANDERSONSAM ANDERSON

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service
Factory Certifi ed Warranty Technician 

for all Makes and Models
Hot Water Tank and Appliance Installation

Licenced Refrigeration. Fully Insured. 
Emergency Service.

250-653-4148
Kapa Kai Glass

ON CALL &
  ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers

• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms

Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

TROY KAYE

Starts November 9th - December 31st

Gulf Islands Optical
FALL

2 for 1 SALE

Lancer Building 250-537-2648

Free set of S/V glasses with
your purchase of a complete set

of frames & lenses

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

• Fine Custom Cabinets 
from MERIT

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Offices • Dining Rooms 

• Entertainment Units

Serving Salt Spring 
& The Gulf Islands

MOUAT’S TRADING CO. • DOWNTOWN GANGES • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Mouat’s is proud 
to announce the 

appointment 
of Bruce Martens 

as their new custom 
kitchen specialist 

Bruce Martens
Designer 

Call for your design 
consultation 

and estimate.

250-931-4321

FIRE DISTRICT 

Firefi ghters seek surplus funds for 
Fulford training ground equipment
New foundation 

also suggested 

as source of 

funding for 

props

BY ELIZABETH 
NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Firefighters f i l led 
audience seating to 
capacity at Monday 
n i g h t ’s  f i r e  b o a r d 
meeting in support of 
a request for funding 
presented by Capt. 
J a m i e  H o l m e s  o n 
behalf of the training 
ground committee. 

Wi t h  t h e  Fu l f o rd 
t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d 

a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e , 
Ho l m e s  a s k e d  t h e 
b o a rd  t o  c o n s i d e r 
f u n d i n g  a  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 
simulation building 
comprised of  three 
shipping container 
units. 

T h e  c o s t  w o u l d 
include all safety and 
c o n n e c t i o n  c o m -
ponents,  as well  as 
transportation costs.

Holmes said having 
a simulation build-
ing would remove the 
necessity  of  taking 
weekends off-island 
and would allow live 
training in  ladder-
ing, ventilation, hose 
h a n d l i n g ,  f o r c i b l e 
rescue,  rescue and 
firefighter safety. 

He suggested the 
funds could be found 
in the expected sur-
plus stemming from a 
lower contract nego-
tiation. 

Fire district critic 
and Ganges merchant 
Kevin Bel l  sa id  he 
thinks the budgeting 
process needs to be 
more disciplined to 
eliminate any surplus, 
and if it does occur it 
should go back to the 
community. 

Volunteer firefight-
er Mark Wyatt added 
he would like to see 
the distr ict’s  newly 
created foundation 
provide more of the 
funds for the “bigger 
ticket items.”

Supporters includ-
ed long-time volun-
teer Capt. Brian Hart-
ley and career fire-
fighter Mitchell Sher-
r in.  Both obser ved 
t h a t  k e e p i n g  f i re -
fighters and the com-
m u n i t y  a s  s a f e  a s 
possible should be a 
priority.

Trustees passed a 
motion to  approve 
the funding contin-
gent on there being a 
surplus at the year’s 
end and consultation 
with neighbours. 

They also agreed to 
explore whether bor-
r ow i n g  t h e  m o n e y 
instead of spending 
the surplus would be 
more beneficial. 

HUMANITARIAN WORK

Salt Spring 
F-R donates 
fi re truck
Surplus apparatus to Nicaragua

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue members have become 
part of a humanitarian chain that links communities 
as diverse as Kamloops, Whitehorse and Chinandega, 
Nicaragua with the recent donation of a fi re truck and 
equipment.

The chain begins with a team of Kamloops fi refi ght-
ers and volunteers who travelled to the village of Jiquil-
lilo in 2009. The community, suffering extreme poverty, 
had been additionally beset by civil war and a tsunami. 
Operation Nicaragua volunteers distributed two ship-
ping containers of much-needed essentials with the 
help of local fi refi ghters.

The next link in the chain was forged in Whitehorse, 
where another fi refi ghter named Mike Martin lives and 
works. Martin travellled to Nicaragua on vacation and 
learned from his hotel owner about the local commu-
nity’s severe lack of equipment, including trucks. 

“For people that have so little, they are just great,” 
Martin explained of his desire to help. “I get such a 
warm feeling from them.”

After starting an independent initiative, Martin 
learned about Operation Nicaragua and teamed up 
with them for a fundraising drive, gaining enough 
funds to purchase a truck from Oak Bay. Trucks have 
also been acquired from Prince Rupert and Skagway.

Salt Spring enters the picture by having a 1986 Inter-
national tender on the market.

“The membership has always felt if there was anoth-
er fire service we could help, that’s what we would 
request of the board,” Salt Spring Fire Chief Tom Brem-
ner said.

“The truck had served Salt Spring very well for 
20-plus years and will be a great asset to the Nicara-
guan community. They have very little equipment, so 
we made sure that anything else we didn’t need went 
with the truck as well.”

Fire trustee Grant Eckberg, a strong supporter of 
the project, added, “Basically we had done what we 
could to fi nd a sale for the truck, and failing that, this 
was a very good use of it . . . Our fi rst responsibility is 
toward our taxpayers, and if we can’t get fair value for 
our taxpayers, a humanitarian use that can benefi t a 
community like that is the best thing.”

The 1,500-gallon water tanker left Salt Spring in 
October and was stored in Burnaby for several weeks. 
It was shipped at no cost by Kelly Williams of Geerbulk 
Shipping Canada, and is set to arrive in Granada, one 
of the oldest colonial cities in the Americas, by mid-
December. 

Martin reported Granada had a fi re around a month 
ago during which its existing truck from the 1940s 
broke down.

 “It’s got some beautiful architecture that needs to be 
protected,” he said. 

Next on the list is the city of Boaco, where volunteers 
currently bring buckets on bicycles to combat a fi re. 

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

OUCH!: Emergency crews tend to a fender bender near the end of Bed-

dis Road on Thursday morning. Motorists are advised to stay especially alert 

because of the recent cold and wet weather, leading to slippery roads.

FUNDRAISER

Musical friends reunite 
to support Ken Rouleau 
“Kenefi t 2” this Saturday at 

Falconshead Grill

Friends of Ken Rouleau are tak-
ing up their instruments once 
again to raise money with a “Ken-
efit” planned for this Saturday, 
Nov. 26 at the Falconshead Grill.

Shortly after Rouleau was diag-
nosed with ALS in 2010, the com-
munity raised close to $10,000 
with ticket sales, an art auction 
and a 50/50 draw.

“Ken was there last year. He 
spoke and was very eloquent — 
he was talking about beating it,” 
Lane 31 musician and friend Peter 
McFarlane said. 

This time around the situa-
tion is a little different. With Rou-
leau’s condition now extremely 
advanced, his supporters would 
like to do what they can before the 
holiday season begins.

“We thought we’d better do it 
sooner rather than later,” said 
McMarlane. “He’s really quite ill.”

While this time Rouleau will be 
appearing by live video feed rath-
er than in person, musical guests 
are reassembling, including his 

old friend and Juno award-winner 
John Wort Hannam, who is flying 
in from Calgary just for the event.

Planet Music with Jose Sanchez 
and Sweetwater Revolver also 
return, while Lane 31 is hoping to 
lead the performers in a song writ-
ten and recorded for Rouleau by 
David Hallam. (At press time Hal-
lam was in hospital and may not 
be able to attend.) The setting is 
also familiar, with the Falconshead 
donating its space and a portion of 
the bar sales.

With the last-minute nature of 
the event, a more spontaneous 
auction and “not so silent” one is 
in the works. People should bring 
an item of value that can be auc-
tioned off during the night.

Recalling how packed the first 
Kenefit was, McFarlane hopes just 
as many people will come out for 
round two.

“Ken is a great, great human 
being,” he said.

“It’s tragic for a guy who’s done 
nothing but good and has always 
tried to make the world a better 
place.”

Tickets are $10 (or best offer) at 
the door. Doors open at 7 p.m.
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Fresh take,
old issues

S
alt Spring voters bucked 
the trend in many other 
regional jurisdictions 
Saturday by electing 

a new set of faces to the local 
Trust committee and Capital 
Regional District Board. 

But whereas most fi rst-time election winners 
can expect to spend their fi rst few weeks on the 
job learning the ropes, adapting to new proce-
dures and settling into the new offi ce furniture, 
Salt Spring’s current political climate looks to 
keep the honeymoon to a minimum.

When trustees sit for their fi rst offi cial local 
Trust committee meeting on Jan. 5, they will 
be faced with no shortage of political dramas 
with which to stake out their respective political 
visions. Based on the topics, which include an 
application to permit a metal recycling opera-

tion in a mainly residen-
tial neighbourhood on 
Rainbow Road, a deci-
sion about mapping and 
the Riparian Areas Reg-
ulation, and a proposal 
for non-farm use of ALR 
land for construction of 
a new fire hall, trustees 
could hardly have picked 
a more volatile time to 
enter the fray.

Over at the CRD, many 
r e s i d e n t s’  e v e r l a s t -

ing frustration with cost overruns associated 
with various water-treatment plant upgrades 
is already top of mind for CRD director-elect 
Wayne McIntyre.

Given that no election winner received more 
than 37 per cent of the vote, division and debate 
can be counted on to persist for some time.

According to the region’s chief election offi -
cer Tom Moore, Salt Spring’s voter turnout rate, 
even at 41.7 per cent, is among the highest in the 
province. It doesn’t seem like anything too spec-
tacular until you take a look at our neighbours, 
places like Saanich with a 25 per cent turnout or 
Langford, which posted a miserable 14 per cent 
showing.

The relatively high participation among Salt 
Spring’s voters may be interpreted as a sign that 
many islanders are eager for not only a new set 
of faces but a new set of solutions to a mix of 
longstanding and complex problems.

What remains to be seen is whether all that 
campaign rhetoric we’ve been treated to can 
result in the kind of action people are so eager 
to behold.

Fortunately, we don’t have long to wait.

Youth, democracy and Child Honouring
BY ELIZABETH MAY

When my old friend Raffi  asked me to speak to 
issues of democracy and child-honouring, I happily 
accepted. I love any excuse to come to Salt Spring 
Island and I am a supporter of the Centre for Child 
Honouring, so the acceptance came easily. Only as the date 
approached did it occur to me that the connections between 
child-honouring and democracy might not seem intuitively 
linked — but they are.

A society can be measured as civilized to the extent it cares 
for its most vulnerable members.  The poor, the elderly, disabled 
and children are the most vulnerable. Respecting the rights of 
children — making their proper care, healthy growth, intellectual 
stimulation, and emotional and loving support a foundation of 
all policy — would radically re-organize governmental decision-
making. To achieve a radical re-orienting of any government’s 
policy takes an engaged and effective citizenry. It takes more than 
a village to raise a child. It takes a strong healthy democracy.

But Canada’s democracy is in a most diseased condition. Only 
60 per cent of our citizenry voted on May 2, 2011. (Although here 
in Saanich-Gulf Islands we achieved 75 per cent turn-out, the 
highest of any non-PEI riding. They vote a lot in PEI!). In the most 
recent Ontario election, fewer than 50 per cent of eligible voters 
bothered. And in our recent municipal elections in B.C., fewer 
than that low water mark made it to the ballot box.

Low voter turn-out is not saying nearly as much about the 
people who stayed home as it says about the collective health of 
the body politic. A disengaged citizenry is a clear indicator of a 
democracy on the ropes. We need to have high voter turn-out and 
engaged citizens between elections. 

One strong irony is that the demographic that votes least is 
the one that will be most affected by the decisions its govern-
ment makes. Youth in Canada, the U.S. and the U.K. are voting 
far less than their grandparents’ generation. And the evidence is 

worrying that if people do not develop the habits of 
effective citizenship as youth, they do not start voting 
when they turn 30.   

Meanwhile, other indicators of the health of our 
democracy are worrying. Parliament is increasingly 

treated by the current government as a nuisance. As your Mem-
ber of Parliament, I put the following question to the government 
in Question Period in early November:  

“From 1913 to 1956, a period of over 40 years, time limits on 
debates were used 10 times. In the last 40 days, it has been used 
seven times, making a new historical record. What used to be the 
exception to the rule appears to now be the rule. I would like to 
ask the government House leader if we can again restore a parlia-
mentary tradition that limits on debates occur only when matters 
are urgent or otherwise justifi ed, and do not become routine?”

Since I asked that question, debates and review of legislation 
have been subject to closure and time limits two more times. 
Debate on the Omnibus Crime Bill (actually nine bills rolled into 
one) was limited at second reading and again in the Justice Com-
mittee. In fact, the government tried to force 200 clauses to be 
passed based on one day’s hearing. The Opposition fi libustered 
and the compromise allows two more days of review. The proper 
and thorough review of legislation is the proper role of Parlia-
ment. Forcing bills through like bulldozers is anti-democratic — 
which brings me back to the need for an engaged citizenry.  

To create the better world we know is possible, we need the 
kind of vision and inspiration that Child Honouring brings to 
society. To make that vision reality, we need a strengthening of 
democracy. We need to engage in the life of our community, our 
province and our nation. 

Democracy is hard work. If we let it slip between our fi ngers, 
we are betraying our children’s future. 

The writer is Green MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands.
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Their backs are up against the wall and they 
know there’s no tomorrow. They’re playing 
it one game at a time and what goes around 
comes around.

This is the vernacular of the world of sports. 
The language is pathetically hackneyed and 
clichés rule. Generally speaking, a vocabulary 
of about a hundred words will get most ath-
letes and sports reporters through a season’s 
worth of interviews.

What do these tired old inanities really 
mean? If there was really no tomorrow, why 
spend your last day knocking heads against 
other ‘roided up behemoths? Is there a sport 
where the athletes can play two games at a 
time?

Here’s a typical interview with Joe Jock: 
“Well, like I always say, we’ll give it our 110 per 
cent and as long as we believe in ourselves and 
play within ourselves and let the game come 
to us, our chances are good as long as nobody 
tries to do too much and we stick together as a 
team because, like I always say, it ain’t over till 
it’s over or at least until the fat lady sings.”

Seriously, how insipid can you get? Several 
questions spring to mind. First of all, why is 
no athlete willing to give 111 per cent? Is it 
possible to do anything but play within your-

self? Could you wake up one 
morning and decide that 
today you are going to play 
outside yourself?

Worse than the jocks, if 
that’s even possible, are the 
sports commentators and 
announcers. A predictable 
outburst from Fred Loud-
mouth would go something like 
this: “Well, like I said before, he’s a real gamer 
and he comes to play. He’s a ‘take charge’ kind 
of guy who plays with a lot of heart and there’s 
no quit in him. When the going gets tough, the 
tough get going and, like I said before, he’s the 
kind of guy who will put the team on his back 
because he’s got all the intangibles and he 
knows how to bring it instead of just mailing 
it in.”

Huh? Is this gobbledegook supposed to be 
illuminating? Are we getting insight into the 
nuances of the sport that will help us under-
stand the action better? Or, when the rubber 
hits the road, are we left shaking our heads 
and wondering if there was even a point being 
made in the fi rst place.

Without question, for the last three or four 
years, the mother of all sports clichés has been 

“it is what it is.” Rarely has it 
been possible for an athlete or 
sports commentator to string 
together two sentences with-
out resorting to this ubiquitous 
“cliché de jour.” Nobody really 
knows what it means (assuming 
that it means anything at all). 

Whoever coined the phrase 
is probably guilty of copyright 

infringement to Popeye the sailor man who 
first came up with “I yam what I yam and 
dat’s all what I yam.” Besides, like that great 
Zen koan “What is the sound of one hand 
clapping?”, the object is more to mystify than 
to clarify. And, probably more importantly, it 
makes you sound really deep.

The new kid on the block, when it comes 
to sports clichés, is the expression “going 
forward.” In the last year it has shot to the 
top of the cliché heap, supplanting even “it is 
what it is” as the most-repeated meaningless 
expression of the day. Sometimes you will 
hear it used twice in the same sentence such 
as “Going forward, the Giants have a big deci-
sion to make, going forward.” Talk about your 
Department of Redundancy Department!

What is even more disturbing is the infi ltra-

tion of sports clichés like “going forward” into 
regular newscasts and everyday conversation. 
Leading the way in the cliché spill-over is the 
world of politics. Next time you hear a politi-
cian speaking, keep a running tab on how 
many times he uses “at this point in time” 
instead of just saying “now.” Another favourite 
is “at the end of the day” instead of “fi nally.” 
Throw in the odd “win-win proposal” and 
“you can’t get to second base without leaving 
fi rst” and you’ve probably got enough baffl e-
gab to get somebody elected for something.

Nobody asked me, but surely there must be 
something we can do to curtail the overuse of 
these worn-out expressions. I’m all for setting 
up a new Jockspeak Bylaw to protect the gen-
eral population from undue language duress, 
and a “cliché police” to enforce the bylaw by 
seeking out and busting all non-conformers. 
Hey, if we can do it for illegal rental suites, why 
not for language abuse?

Then again, maybe the battle is already lost 
and the only resort left to us is to simply roll 
our eyes as a sign of contempt. At the end of 
the day, it is what it is, going forward.

thyme2001@hotmail.com  

Election 
observations

For me, campaigning 
was a life-changing experi-
ence. I had the opportunity 
to meet many hundreds of 
people face-to-face and it 
cemented my view that Salt 
Spring is not only a beauti-
ful place to live, but a com-
munity filled with bright, 
talented and caring people. 

I feel very honoured to 
have been selected as the 
CRD director-elect.

I have many people to 
thank for the honour: fam-
ily, friends and service pro-
viders, and, of course, vot-
ers. 

I was also pleased I had 
the opportunity to meet 
all the candidates and was 
impressed with their com-
mitment and credentials. 
I am hoping to consult a 
number of them on vari-
ous issues. Knowing and 
respecting various view-
points and moving forward 
in a positive way will be for 
the overall benefit of our 
community.

I thank my supporters 

and will work hard with the 
input of the community to 
deliver on my platform.
WAYNE MCINTYRE, 
S S  C R D  D I R E C T O R  E L E C T

Honoured 
and excited

I would like to thank all 
of you in the community 
who put your faith in me 
and elected me an island 
trustee. I consider it an 
honour to have been elect-
ed. I will fulfi ll my duties to 
the best of my abilities.

I would like to thank 
those  suppor ters  who 
wil l ingly  and unstint-
ingly pitched in whenever 
asked. Thank you, too, for 
those of you who phoned, 
e-mailed and greeted me 
in the streets with words 
of encouragement and 
endorsement. 

In order to be effective, 
I will need your contin-
ued help. If you have con-
cerns or grievances, get in 
touch, so that they can be 
addressed appropriately 
by your new trustees. Let’s 
all work together for direct 
and responsible commu-

nication. You can reach me 
by phone (250-537-1117) 
or email: petergrove@telus.
net, or just talk to me when 
our paths cross. And, by the 
way, positive feedback is 
good too!

I am excited about the 
next three years and look 
forward to helping steer 
the island on a more united 
and productive course.
PETER GROVE,
S S  T R U S T E E  E L E C T ,

Right men 
Congratulations to Peter 

Grove and George Grams 
for their victory in the Trust 
election. 

My respect for Mr. Grove 
grew exponentially dur-
ing the campaign. By the 
end of it, he had come to 
embody the quality of being 
the right man for our times. 
Evidently most islanders 
agreed. 

Mr. Grams and I were 
hardly allies. But when I 
fi rst spoke with him early in 
the campaign he expressed 
principles about mutual 
respect and cooperation, 
which he then carried 
through during a very civil 

campaign. Since the elec-
tion, he has written to me in 
the same terms, stating his 
desire for a new and posi-
tive spirit as a legacy of  the 
campaign. 

Let us remember that 
Salt Spring’s problems are 
already sufficiently com-
plex and challenging in 
themselves, without ladling 
the sauce of acrimony on 
them. Our new trustees rep-
resent a fresh opportunity 
for the island. Let us join 
them in a positive spirit of 
good will. 

As for me, the Michael 
Ignatieff of this election, 
please let me go quietly and 
without complaint. If there 
is a legacy of the Borrow-
man campaign, let it be that 
we all seek a means to keep 
the Ganges fi re hall site in 
community hands, at the 
heart of our main village. 
DAVID BORROWMAN,
S S  T R U S T E E  C A N D I D A T E 

Take note, 
Victoria

If you postulate that there 
was, broadly speaking, a 
split between “status-quo-

ists” and those for change 
t ow a rd s  b e t t e r  g ov e r-
nance for Salt Springers in 
the trustee race, we have 
respectively:

Borrowman + Woods: 
29%

Grams + Wyatt + Grove + 
Dodd: 71%

This speaks (shouts?) 
volumes as to the wishes 
of the vast majority, and 
provides solid ground for 
moving forward towards 
better governance and 
stewardship over issues 
concerning everyday Salt 
Springers.

The days  of  the old 
guard, meeting behind 
closed doors, are gone. 
(Hallelujah!)

The entities in Victoria 
had better take good note.
ROSS KING, 
B E D D I S  R O A D

Find a way for 
nurse funding

The GP (doctor) short-
age can be readily relieved 
by  e n t i c i n g  t h e  n u r s -
ing practitioners to Salt 
Spring.

UVic is training them 

and they need a place to 
practice and if we built a 
clinic for them, we would 
be better served than get-
ting one more GP (who 
would be overworked and 
stressed in three months 
looking for a way out).  

A not-for-profit clinic 
could be created to staff 
a nurse practitioner, who 
could then invite stu-
dents from UVic to do 
their practicum on Salt 
Spring. It is a win-win situ-
ation. 

 If we also got VIHA to 
simply fund a full-time 
evenings and weekend ER 
doctor we could relieve 
our existing doctors (and 
any newcomers) of the 
stress involved with work-
ing on Salt Spring.

VIHA says not enough 
funds — find a way, it is 
not rocket science, just 
budgeting. 
SHELLEY MAHONEY, 
M A R G A R E T  A V E N U E

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What do you think about the local election results?

PATRICK CASSIDY
I think it was a good out-
come that was well bal-
anced. Maybe they can bring 
the island together.

ELIZABETH 
BUCHANAN
While I’m pleased with the 
electoral process, I’m disap-
pointed that Larry Woods 
and Carole Eyles didn’t get in.

SCOTT HYLANDS
It’s nice to see a new slate 
because, in a way, you have to 
turn a page to redefi ne your 
priorities.

NOMI LYONS
I think it’s maybe going to be 
more representative of both 
sides. Many people will be 
happy to have their voices 
heard.

SIMON ROOK
It looks like the Battle of 
Culloden all over again — 
Peter and George will have to 
fi gure it out without coming to 
blows.

Clichés make sports reports 110 per cent idiotic

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“We need more cooperation and less confrontation.”
WAYNE MCINTYRE, SSI CRD DIRECTOR-ELECT

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

NOBODY ASKED ME ... BUT 

Shilo
Zylbergold

MORE LETTERS 

continued on A10
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Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gulfi slands.net

Christmas Story
Writing Contest
T he deadline for our annual writing contest 

is Thursday, December 8th.  
Win a cash prize for a story 

of up to 500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

•  Write a story of 500 words or less whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers and librarians on quality of 
writing, clarity of presentation and originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone number of the writer must be 
written on the back of each entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@gulfislands.net or fax 
to 250-537-2613.

• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation level are eligible 
to win a donation of $100 made on behalf of the class to the charity of 
their choice! 

Driftwoodrifttwo
G U L F  I S L A N D S  M E D I A

Salt Spring’s 
CUSTOM KITCHEN SPECIALISTKITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

• Fine cabinets for kitchens, bathrooms, offices, dining rooms, entertainment units
• Countertops ~~- laminate, acrylic solid surface, quartz, maple butcher block

250.537.5551                                 TOP FLOOR • DOWNTOWN GANGES • SALT SPRING ISLANDMOUAT’S TRADING CO. LTD.

Mouat’s is proud 
to announce the appointment 
of Bruce Martens as their new 

custom kitchen specialist. 

250-931-4321

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for 
your greeting, gifts 

& useful info.
250-537-1558

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

JUST LIKE SUMMER, ONLY COLDER:  Nicole Pothier, right, buys some produce from Bree 

Eagle of Bright Farm on Saturday at Centennial Park, where some island farmers are still braving the 

weather for their customers.

Celebrate
Congratulations to Wayne on 

your election as CRD director. 
Your wide experience in local 
government will stand you in 
good stead in dealing with the 
CRD on our behalf.

Well done, Peter and George! 
I know you will serve us well as 
trustees. You will be living in 
interesting times.

Thank you to everyone who 
supported me, both with their 
encouragement and their votes. 
I hope I can continue to help our 
community grow and develop 
as one of the best places on this 
earth to live. We are so fortunate. 
Let’s celebrate it every day.
CAROL DODD,
S S  T R U S T E E  C A N D I D A T E

Eyles thanks
To all the people who support-

ed my campaign I owe a deep 
debt of gratitude. I really appre-
ciate that you showed such faith 
and confi dence in my ability to 
do the job. 

Thank you for the kind words, 
the financial assistance, the 
lobbying on my behalf and the 
offers of help.

Although I am disappointed 
in the result, it was a good race 
and I have no regrets. I will con-
tinue to fi ght for the water dis-
tricts when I take up a position 
as commissioner for the Fulford 
water district in January.

The serious issues have not 
gone away. There is lots of work 
to be done and I look forward 
to following new CRD director 
Wayne McIntyre’s progress. I 
hope he will work closely with 
the existing commissions and 
communicate clearly and often 
so that we can all stay fully 
informed and able to support 

forward movement to create a 
community we all want and can 
afford to live in.
CAROLE EYLES, 
S S  C R D  C A N D I D A T E

Real threat
A buckboard full of red roses to 

Royal Roads University research-
er Jenifer Christenson (Nov. 9 
news brief) for having the cour-
age to do something about the 
people from Alberta.

It’s been long overdue. I have 
been saying for years that the 
real threat to Salt Spring is people 
from the Maritimes, in particular 
PEI. 

Hopefully we can get back to 
being the law-abiding, fun-lov-
ing citizens that we are.
MEL MCKENZIE,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Newcomer 
grateful 

As a newcomer to Salt Spring, 
I would like to thank some of 
the lovely people who have 
made me and my lively little 
duck toller, Gracie, feel so wel-
come.

In particular, Diane Alton-
Kaighin’s agility classes have 
given us a wonderful opportu-
nity to have fun with other dogs 
and their humans, as well as 
learning all kinds of new tricks. 
Thanks as well to the owners of 
the Blennerhassett Equestrian 
Centre for sharing their fantas-
tic facility with us.

The many fellow dogs and 
their walkers at Duck Creek 
and Mouat Parks have been so 
friendly — it is always a delight 
to visit these beautiful parks, 
and thanks to the whole com-
munity of Salt Spring for creat-
ing them. Off-leash opportuni-
ties are rare and much appreci-
ated.

And big thanks to the Beddis 

Road orchard gang. Our daily 
visits and play are the most 
anticipated part of Gracie’s day. 
What a wonderful neighbour-
hood. We are blessed to be part 
of it. 
HEATHER CAMERON,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Island drivers
I would like to offer the follow-

ing tips to Salt Spring drivers.
Turn signals: don’t bother to use 

them! Turn signals are for uptight 
mainlanders! Keep the drivers 
behind you guessing about what 
you’re going to do. If you do feel 
the misguided need to signal a 
turn, do it at the last possible sec-
ond, after you’ve already braked 
and started your turn. And don’t 
worry about getting a ticket, the 
police here seem to be only look-
ing for speeders.

When going around bends in 
the road, it is OK to go over the 
centre line. One or two feet is fi ne. 
Let the other vehicles get out of 
your way. Staying in your lane is 
for uptight mainlanders, not for 
us much more relaxed islanders.

Vehicle maintenance: Don’t 
bother to keep your vehicle main-
tained and safe. Burned-out 
headlights and tail-lights, holes in 
your muffl er, no brake lights, no 
worry. It’s not worth the time and 
expense. Police here won’t ticket 
your unsafe car, so you don’t need 
to be concerned about that. 

And be sure to drive a 30-year-
old car with no emission con-
trols. You can claim you are being 
green, even though your old 
beater is putting out a hundred 
times the harmful air emissions 
of a newer car with proper emis-
sion controls. AirCare and vehicle 
safety is for uptight mainlanders, 
not us green islanders.
DREW BODALY,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

MORELETTERS

MORE LETTERS continued on A12

I will help you design 
 your dream home

website:

email:

Dennis Maguire
       Architect

www.dmarchitect.ca

dmaguire@dmarchitect.ca

Part of the Community since 1965
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O N  P R E M I S E S  W I N E  A N D  B E E R  M A K I N G
AT

131 PRICE ROAD  •  250 931 1963 
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.

Wine Cellar
T H E

�

Wines, Beers, Ciders & Coolers.

Harry & Gerry

FRIENDS & FAMILY EVENT

SATURDAY, NOV. 26
ONE NIGHT ONLY

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

%20OFF
THE LOWEST TICKETED PRICE
ON ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING STOREWIDE*

 
 
 

 

  *Includes all regular, sale and clearance priced men’s, women’s and industrial items.
    No minimum purchase necessary. Does not apply to Gift Cards. Not valid on marks.com
**Some stores open until 11pm. Select Atlantic stores open until close. Check local Mark’s for hours of operation.
  †After you enjoy your 20% discount and before taxes.

9 am - 9 pm

Jill Smith
250.538.0026

saltspringsmith@shaw.ca

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth 
and families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service 
is free and confi dential.

*   Family Place: 
Baby Talk & Breastfeeding Support: Mon. 10:30-12
Stay & Play Drop-In: Fri. 10-1 & Tues./Thurs. 12-3
Parent-Child Mother Goose: Wed. 10-12, Fernwood Elementary

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-

9:30 pm. Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover, 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to 

midnight at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected 

with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

Fine cookware
& accessories 
available at:

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABSMB LABS

Fresh Halibut
Seaside 

Restaurant
available all winter

The local’s original seafood hangout!!
Offering 2 pc. fresh halibut/chip dinner 

$15.00
Special starts Monday November 28th

RESERVATIONS 250-537-2249

Steve Jobs, what have you done to us?
One sunny Saturday when I 

was a little kid my big sister took 
me to the beach.  She picked up a 
sea shell and put it next to my ear.

“Listen,” she said.  “You can 
hear the ocean.”

Damned if I couldn’t. I thought 
it was a miracle. I took that shell 
home and put it on my dress-
er. Every once in a while I’d pick 
it up and listen to the faraway 
ocean waves. 

My fi rst long-distance call.
It was good practice for the tele-

phone on our kitchen wall which 
was the next thing I held at my 
ear and listened to. I couldn’t hear 
waves but if I breathed through 
my nose and remembered not to 
cough I could listen to Old Mis-
sus Paton gossip with Old Missus 
Chapman (we had a rural party 
line).

My next technological lurch 
forward was the pay telephone 
— specifically the pay phone 
in the hallway of a flophouse I 
lived in for a summer in Mon-
treal. Leo, the saxophone-noo-
dling, pot-smoking landlord 
had a bent piece of coat hanger 
dangling from a string attached 
to the phone. When you stuck 
the wire into the coin return slot 
and twisted it just so, you had free 
long distance. Feed a coin into 
the phone and it registered as a 
deposit, but came right back to 
you through the return slot. You 
just fed it back into the phone as 

many times as necessary.
Using a pay phone was never 

easier. Certainly not in Britain, 
where you dialled your number 
and got connected, whereupon 
a tony robot voice asked you to 
“Please deposit sixpence.” By the 
time you did the party you were 
calling had often hung up.

That was still better than Spain, 
where you couldn’t even use a pay 
phone until you found someone 
willing to sell you a ‘ficha‘ — a 
metal slug with a hole in the 
middle of it.  That was the only 
‘coin’ Spanish pay phones would 
accept.

I was nudged into this tel-
ephonic reverie by something 
I saw during the recent World 
Series — team manager Tony La 
Russa in the St. Louis Cardinals 
dugout, yakking away . . . on a pay 
phone. They still use them in big 
league baseball dugouts.

Which is heart-warming, 
because the North America pay 
telephone is the Ivory-Billed 
Woodpecker of communications 
technology — so endangered it 

might as well be extinct.
You used to fi nd them every-

where — corner stores, gas sta-
tions, laundromats, hotel lobbies, 
hospital waiting rooms, even 
on roadsides. Now, outside pay 
phones are rarer than Sasquatch 
sightings. Mobile phones did 
that. In Europe there are more 
cellphones than there are peo-
ple. Here in Canada, cell phone 
usage is nudging 80 per cent of 
the market. Many of the outside 
public phones that still exist are 
regularly ravaged by meth heads 
looking for change. The phone 
companies won’t be replacing 
those feverishly — if ever.

It’s a trend that’s unlikely to be 
reversed. People used to appreci-
ate the convenience of a public 
telephone but I doubt anyone 
ever fell in love with them — not 
like cellphones.

And love is not too strong a 
word to use — particularly for 
the unseemly bond that unites 
many iPhone owners with their 
devices. An American branding 
consultant by the name of Martin 
Lindstrom recently conducted 
an experiment in which he stud-
ied the brain wave patterns of 16 
subjects interacting with their 
iPhones.

 “When the subjects saw or 
heard their iPhones ringing,” 
he writes, “their brain scans dis-
played activity in the insular cor-
tex of the brain which is associ-

ated with love and compassion. It 
was as if they were in the pres-
ence of a girlfriend, boyfriend or 
family member,” writes Lind-
strom. “These people actually 
loved their iPhones.”

I don’t get it. But then, I’m a gee-
zer. I remember when wise guys 
answered the phone saying “Your 
dime; my time” — because that’s 
what it cost to make a call from 
a pay phone way back then. You 
didn’t need a 50-dollar-a-month 
contract and a pricey piece of 
plastic in your pocket. All you 
needed was a pay phone and a 
10-cent piece. For that you’d even 
get the assistance of a helpful, 
actually human operator to fl irt 
with as she walked you through 
the call.

I wonder what happened to 
all those wonderful operators. 
I know there are jobs out there 
waiting if they want them. Why, 
Aegis Communications Lim-
ited just put out a call for 10,000 
employees to work in their nine 
new call centres fi elding custom-
er service problems.

Aegis is an Indian corpora-
tion based in Mumbai, but that 
doesn’t mean anyone has to 
move. The company plans to out-
source those 10,000 jobs to the 
USA, to take advantage of cheap 
labour.

Hey, you know those Ameri-
cans. They’ll work almost for 
nothing.                                  

A sailboat full of bright 
red roses to Dave Howell 
for being the most car-
ing, generous, helpful 
and crafty grandpa in the 
world. Did I also mention 
reliable, loving and hard 
working? Thank you for 
always being there for 
me. You are wonderful 
and greatly appreciated! 
Love, your daughter-in-
law Andrea Cutts

A dozen roses to all of 
the candidates who put 
forth their names in our 
elections. You were pre-
pared to represent us in 
the different positions 
and for that you should 
be thanked. These posi-
tions require a lot of time 

and energy on your part 
and again we need to 
thank you for that. Hope-
fully those who did not 
reach their goal will still 
be prepared to be part of 
the process to help make 
our island a better place 
to live. Merv Anderson

Tree Frog Daycare 
roses of gratitude to Cun-
liffe Group Roofing for 
all the attention to detail 
that was given to our day-
care when they installed 
our new roof! We really 
appreciate how profes-
sionally and meticulously 
you worked to ensure the 
job was done with the 
safety of the children in 
mind.The clean-up was 

amazing, and we love our 
new roof! Thank you!

Dramatically bril-
liant roses to John and 
Isabelle Richardson for 
their generous donation 
of a beautiful tuxedo to 
the Salt Spring Commu-
nity Theatre wardrobe 
department. Specialty 
items like this can be so 
difficult to find and we 
greatly appreciate your 

generosity. Thanks, Marit

A big bunch of roses 
to Gail of Gail’s Hair for 
making a generous dona-
tion to Island Pathways 
to cover the cost of the 
fi ve signs on the commu-
nity pathways that were 
knocked down. People 
like you are what make 
our community work. 
Partners Creating Path-
ways 

A wagon full of Sonia 
roses to all who attended 
the opening of my stu-

dio and made it such a 
very special day for me. 
Gratitude also goes to my 
wonderful family, with-
out whose help I would 
not have accomplished 
what I have. Sandra Tong

A gym full of roses to 
Blair Carley for volunteer-
ing his time and enthu-
siasm to the GISS Junior 
Girls “A” volleyball team. 
Thanks for your dedica-
tion and extra practices 
from the girls and their 
parents. Karen Hudson 

RANTS and Roses

Who 
reads us?

83%
of newspaper readers 

on Salt Spring
- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

WIT & WHIMSY

Arthur
Black
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Driftwoodrifttwo
G U L F  I S L A N D S  M E D I A

Get our glow on!
7 PRIZES TO BE AWARDED

IN 4 CATEGORIES:

• BEST ALL ROUND • BEST USE OF LIGHTS

• MOST CREATIVE

1st PRIZE: $100 2nd PRIZE: $75

• PEOPLE’S CHOICE — $150

Prizes awarded in the form of advertising credits

Judging will take place Friday evening, Dec. 2nd

PHONE OR EMAIL TO REGISTER!

contest@driftwoodgimedia.com 

250-537-9933

SIGN UP BY NOVEMBER 30

For the annual

7 PRIZES TO BE AWARRDDDED

FFoor the annuaaalll

Christmas Decorating ContestChristmas Decorating Contest

CALLING ALL SALT SPRING BUSINESSES:
It’s It’s 

time to...time to...

CACAL

DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD
Give Ballard Petroleum a call for your Home Heating needs. No contracts 
or fi ne print, just honest courteous service. Remember, you don’t have to 
wake up cold. Give us a call for Heating Fuel, Gasoline or Diesel. We 
also carry lube oils, fuel tanks & pumps.
You could be a winner with each delivery. Draw at the end of each month.

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

October 

DRAW 

WINNER

Hawthorne Hill 

Gravel Sales

I will:
•  Consult with you, listen, learn and 

 ght for our community’s interests.

•  Treat your tax dollars as invest-
ments; not expenditures.

•  Pursue all elements in my platform.

•  Respect diverse opinions.

•  Work more closely with the Trust.

•  Support focussing the community’s talent and energy 
on positive action; not confrontation, cooperation, not 
con  ict. Successful governance brings diverse constitu-
encies together.

Sincerely,
Wayne McIntyre

CRD Director Elect

THANK YOU 
SALT SPRING FOR THE 

HONOUR TO SERVE!

Thank you to all who gave me guidance and support.

UNICEF 
memories

I was so elated when I read the 
whole page article in the Nov. 9 
Driftwood by retired Fernwood 
teacher Joyce Weir, who revived the 
UNICEF campaign, that I rang her 
up to commend her on her good 
work. She surprised me by saying 
that we had met before on the same 
campaign trail in the 1990s. 

We were then under the leader-
ship of Margaret Haines, who was 
the UNICEF representative for 
the southern Gulf Islands. Every 
year, during the UNICEF month 
of October, we volunteers would 
put out orange UNICEF collection 
boxes in shops and stores, talk to 
school children about collecting 
pennies for UNICEF during their 
trick or treat rounds at Halloween 

and I even remember dressing up 
as witches with our cauldron and 
broomsticks with Margaret in the 
lead going to the pubs collecting 
donations on Halloween nights. In 
November we would go to to Mar-
garet’s house to roll the countless 
pennies.

Margaret had also arranged to 
sell UNICEF cards and other good-
ies at tea parties before Christmas. 
But all this came to a standstill 
when Margaret became disabled. 
Some ladies continued to sell 
UNCEF cards at other outlets, and 
then Dawn Luker of et cetera books 
and stationery stepped in to con-
tinue selling UNICEF cards at her 
Robinson Road home-offi ce until 
2010. 

Now everything has gone online 
and old-timers still ring me up to 
ask where they can buy UNICEF 
cards. Some stores even want me to 
bring them orange UNICEF boxes, 
which have been discontinued. 

Joyce and I reminisced about 
our enthusiasm then and are so 
happy now that we can still carry 
on the legacy left to us by Marga-
ret Haines. Joyce and I, and I’m 
sure all those who knew Margaret, 
would like to pay tribute to Marga-
ret Haines. 

With so many disasters going 
on in the world right now, we 
must invest in our global children 
and nurture them, as they are our 
future.

And thank you Driftwood for 
bringing back this awareness of 
the need of our global children to 
the public. 

For many years I’ve designed 
zodiac and letter-cards with many 
other designs with envelopes for 
$1.50 each, and the East Meets 
West Zodiac Calendar 2012 for $15 
each. All proceeds to UNICEF. Call 
me at Studio Ling, 250-537-5784. 
LING WESTON,
N O R T H  B E A C H  R O A D 

LETTERS
continued from A10

Art addresses woes of our 
times better than protests
BY GEORGE SIPOS 

Amazing how the 
morning newspaper can 
set the mind abuzz. Here 
is an item from the Times 
Colonist a few days ago:

“The tent city that is 
part of the Occupy Van-
couver protest outside 
the Vancouver Art Gal-
lery is a danger to mil-
lions of dollars of art held 
in a vault beneath the 
plaza.”

It seems the ceiling of 
the vault containing the 
permanent collection 
of the VAG, though pro-
tected by a waterproof 
membrane, is only a 
foot beneath the grass 
of the plaza. Who would 
have thought? It seems 
there are worries that if a 
protester whacks a par-
ticularly long tent peg 
into the ground it could 
puncture the membrane 
and cause a leak. 

Ne v e r  m i n d  t h e 
strange arrangement 
of storing art under 
the lawn, or the bizarre 
thought of campers set-
ting up tents with foot-

long spikes, what really 
rankles in the story is 
the writer’s description 
of the supposed danger 
being to “millions of dol-
lars of art.”

Why must we auto-
matically identify the 
value of art with its mon-
etary value? 

Tell us that what is in 
danger is a collection of 
wonderful paintings by 
some of the best artists 
in Canada gathered over 
many years by thought-
ful and discerning cura-
tors and representing 
our cultural heritage, 
and we will have good 
cause for alarm. 

But if we stress only 
what the stuff is worth 
as a commodity, surely 
we become just as guilty 
as the Wall Street bank-
ers and speculators and 
an apparently evil capi-
talist system that places 
money above human 
concerns. 

If art has value at all, 
it does so because it 
speaks to us about those 
aspects of our lives that 

have nothing to do with 
money — our joy in the 
visible world, our long-
ing for order wrought 
from chaos, our desire 
for transcendence of the 
merely material. Things 
of that nature which 
music, dance, painting 
and language offer us to 
help articulate our com-
mon humanity. 

Money doesn’t come 
into it. 

Or shouldn’t. 
The fact that it often 

does — the fact that we 
all sometimes make 
the assumption that an 
expensive painting must 
be better than a cheap 
one, or that a book that 
won a $30,000 prize must 
be more worth reading 
than one whose author 
is unknown — speaks 
only to our discomfort 
in trusting our own taste 
and judgement. 

In an ideal world we 
would all look at so many 
paintings, read so many 
books, listen to so much 
music that we’d be com-
fortable in our aesthetic 

reactions, and we’d be 
confi dent in our capacity 
to be moved, challenged 
and enlightened by art 
when it is good.

Interestingly, such an 
ideal world bears some 
resemblance to the other 
ideal world the Occupy 
movement seems to 
long for in which people 
prosper or not accord-
ing to their merits, dili-
gence and imagination 
rather than being beset 
by financial injustices 
beyond their control.

A few years ago at the 
BC Festival of the Arts in 
Prince George, poet Tom 
Wayman  commented 
that “art is older than 
money.” If he’s right, as he 
surely is, it may well be 
that increasing the cen-
trality of art in our lives is 
at least as useful a tactic 
in addressing the woes 
of our times as pitching 
tents in public places, 
spikes or no spikes. 

The writer is executive 
director of ArtSpring and 
an author.



Windsor Plywood
166 RAINBOW ROAD     general@windsorssi.com

PH: 250-537-5564   FAX: 250-537-1207
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM - 5:30 PM  /  SATURDAY 8 AM - 5:30 PM  /  CLOSED SUNDAYS

Neighbours helping neighbours

...build their dreams
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WATER PROBLEMS?
HARVEST YOUR WATER WITH WINDSOR

WE HAVE YOUR SOLUTIONS
Quantity Or Quality . . . We Can Help

65 Gallon Rain Barrels with 
Downspout
Diverter Kit $11288
Use Your Own Barrel 
Get The Diverter
Kit                

Only
$3788

The Best Value
Potable Water

Storage Tanks Available

$125000

2500 US Gallon “BARR”
Water Storage Tanks

Rainwater Filters 
and Diverters

RRRaaainnnwwwattteeer FFFiiiilttteeersss 
annndddd DDDiiiivvvveeeerrrrtteeerrrs

$2499

Plastic Channel Drains
4’   

$4988   
10’   

$12488

Concrete Channel Drains

4’   
$5488

Roof
Patch 
3.78 Ltre

$1588

$13988

Solar Powered Pumps
Get 13 Psi Of Pressure
Anywhere You Want!!
Pumps 100 Gallons A
Single Charge.

Grates Sold 
Separately

EA.

EA. EA. EA.

Grates Sold 
Separately88

rrraaaaiiinnnsss

GrGrGrattteseseses SSSololo d d d 
Seepapaparararatelylyly

$1288

EA.

WINDSOR’S

WORD
MIKE

KEN

The BESTBEST Service
As our customer you should expect answers and understanding from our knowl-

edgeable staff.  Familiar, friendly faces that deliver extensive personal service as 

well as on site measuring and project collaboration when needed.

The BESTBEST Selection
With our recent renovation and store expansion, we have added many new prod-

uct lines based on our customers’ needs right here on Salt Spring.

The BESTBEST Value
We shop for the BEST QUALITY at the BEST PRICE and pass this on to our cus-

tomers.  We are also always on the lookout for mill clearances and deals! From 

paint to lumber, windows to doors! And more!

Our commitment to you is that you receive these standards every time 

you come through our doors...if you didn’t, then we want to hear from you.               

Sincerely

                                       
                                       

                                       
                                       

                OWNERS

rrrraaaaSSttttoooorrrraaaa

New

Complete Line 
Of Inline Drinking 

Water Filters In Stock

From

10’ 
$1598

 16’ 
$2588

4” Aluminum Gutter

Tarps!!! 
Light Medium And Heavy Duty Blue, Green, 
White,Black. Sizes From 5 X 7 to 40 X 60

       $271

Water Seeping Through Your Walls? Try

Dampseal
1.5 Kg

EA.

3” PVC 
Pipe 
Solid Or 
Perforated
10’ CSA

$788

WWWattteeer SSSeeeeeepppinnnggg TTThhhrouuuggghh YYYooouuurrr WWWaaallss??? TTTryWWWattteeerr SSSeeeeeppinnngggg TTThhroughhh

PER LF  OR                      100’ Roll

BigO
Solid Or
Perforated 

75¢   $5500
 

                Culvert Steel Or Plastic
        6” To 24” Diameter  10’ Or
         20’ Lengths In Stock

EA.

EA.

White Or 
Brown

EA.From

EA. EA.

EA.

Windsor’s Got 
You Covered!

DID YOU KNOW
water conservation is eligible

for the provincial and federal grant 
program? Talk to our knowledgeable 

staff at Windsor for all grant and
grant package information. 

Available at Windsor.

SALE ENDS DEC. 3RD, 2011
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Locally Made Artisan Gifts Fabulous Food, Decadent DessertsFulford Community Hall

Christmas Artisan Fair
FRIDAY, DEC. 2   5 pm - 9 pm   •   SATURDAY, DEC. 3: 9 am - 5 pm

SUNDAY, DEC. 4 - 10 am - 4 pm

Bring a 

Food Bank 

Donation

2nd ANNUAL

JEWELRY SHOW & SALE
Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art

135 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island  250.931.0011
w w w. s a l t s p r i n g g a l l e r y. c a

Fri. Dec. 1st 10am - 8pm
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 2nd & 3rd 10am - 5pm

JEWJEW
SSSSSaaaaalllllttttt

135

Sat.

1365 Beaver Pt. Road

Christmas Craft FairChristmas Craft Fair

Friday, Dec. 2  5-9pm
Saturday Dec. 3  10-5pm
Sunday Dec. 4  10-4 pm

Artistic vendors, fabulous Artistic vendors, fabulous 
homemade food. homemade food. 

More vendors Sat and More vendors Sat and 

Sun in the back room.Sun in the back room.

Beaver Point HallBeaver Point Hall

presents

Friday, December 2, 7:30pm
GISS Multi-Purpose Room

Tickets $15 (Forum Members pay $10)

Presented in partnership with Salt Spring Island Conservancy 
and the Stonehouse Standing Circle. 

Tickets available in advance from

For more information visit www.saltspringforum.ca

Stéphane Dion
Pushing for a Green Shift: 

What I Learned 
and How We 

Can Move 
Forward

Saturday
at 6 pm

250.537.9339

Arts&
Entertainment

CHRISTMAS ON SALT SPRING

‘Glowtini’ competition gets 
things glowing for Christmas

Celebrity judge 

to select island’s 

top martini

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Eight of the island’s 
top mixologists are set 
to shake, rattle and stir 
their way to creating 
the island’s newest and 
smoothest holiday bev-
erage as the island’s fi rst 
annual signature cock-
tail contest debuts at the 
Salt Spring Inn during 
the Wednesday (Nov. 23) 
lunch hour.

Islanders are invited 
to watch and taste the 
glowtini competition 
when cocktail chefs rep-
resenting Auntie Pesto’s, 
Harbour House, Market 
Place Cafe, Moby’s, Oys-
tercatcher, Raven Street 

Cafe, Rock Salt and the 
Salt Spring Inn unleash 
their creative juices at 
12:30 p.m.

Participants have a 
set time to prepare their 
drinks and present them 
to renowned blogger 
Rebecca Bollwitt, also 
known as Miss 604, one 
of the Lower Mainland’s 
most popular social 
media personalities.

Members of the public 
can taste Glowtini sam-
ples beginning at 5 p.m.

Philip Reece, co-own-
er of Salt Spring Air and 
one of the driving forces 
behind the event, said 
special consideration 
may be given to partici-
pants who incorporate 
distinctive Salt Spring 
ingredients in their mar-
tini creations.

“We’re asking them to 
put their best drink for-

ward,” he said.
The event is part of the 

ongoing Get Your Glow 
On theme of this year’s 
Christmas on Salt Spring 
campaign. The initiative 
is an attempt by restau-
rateurs, accommoda-
tion providers and other 
local business owners to 
create some excitement 
during the relatively 
quiet shoulder season 
before Christmas and 
New Year’s.

“People are ver y 
excited abut this,” Reece 
said. “Islanders, in gen-
eral, are looking at it as 
a kind of cool way to get 
together and have fun 
for the holiday season.

“The idea is to sup-
port the wonderful arti-
sans, businesses and 
not-for-profi ts, and cre-
ate a bit of a buzz on the 
island.”

Island-based publi-
cist Deirdre Rowland is 
working on an off-island 
media campaign and 
organizers hope that, 
with involvement from 
the likes of Miss 604, Get 
Your Glow On fever will 
spread far beyond the 
island’s shores.

All proceeds from 
today’s glowtini event 
will be donated to the 
Copper Kettle Commu-
nity Partnership.

“It makes perfect 
sense to help communi-
ty, especially at this time 
of year,” Reece said.

For more informa-
tion about upcoming 
events related to the 
campaign’s celebration 
of all things Christmas, 
New Years, Hanukkah 
and solstice, visit www.
christmasonsaltspring.
com.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Christmas on Salt Spring Committee members, from left, Heather Fox, Tony Richards and Deirdre Rowland 

raise a glance in anticipation of today’s “Glowtini” contest, set to begin at the Salt Spring Inn at 12:30 p.m.

BOOK LAUNCH

Kaur book at gallery event
Family, local food and a rejection 

of consumer culture are among 64 
elements a visiting author suggests 
are essential to the promotion of non-
violence and better living.

Author, educator and social-justice 
activist Pummy Kaur will be on Salt 
Spring this weekend to talk about 
her latest work, A Season of Non-Vio-
lence: 64 Ways for 64 Days, during 

a free public event at the Jill Louise 
Campbell Gallery on Saturday, Nov. 
26 between 10 a.m. and noon.

Salt Spring, she said, provided 
much inspiration for her latest work.

“A Season of Non-Violence was 
written almost exclusively on SSI,” 
she said. 

MP Elizabeth May will partake in 
Saturday’s  celebration.
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FISH GRILL VIEW

The 

Call for Reservations   537-5041

with this coupon

$1299
Regular price

$19

Halibut and Chips
2 piece
With the purchase of  a beverage.
No splitting entree.
May not be used in combination with any other offer.
Maximum of  2 people per coupon & 2 coupons per table.         
Offer valid till Dec 19, 2011                                                               

HALIBUT
FESTIVAL

 OR 
 
 

Choose from a selection  
of  halibut favourites

and more:

GIFTS    GREETINGS    FASHION ACCESSORIES    SOAPWORKS    HOME

MON-SAT 9-5:30 pm
SUNDAY 11-4 pm 

PRIZE DRAWS EVERY HOUR STARTING AT 9 am!PRIZE DRAWS EVERY HOUR STARTING AT 9 am!

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
10% TO 50% OFF

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25   9-6 9-6 pmpm

JUST A FEW GIFT IDEAS!

Come and browse the many gift items. 
Bring your friends and enjoy the peace and quiet 

of the countryside and a cup of apple cider.

Nov. 26 - 27, 10am - 4pm
125 Primrose Lane

           Open Studio
   Judy Weeden Pottery

       

   
           

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

250.537.9911

BOOK LAUNCH

Alchemist book tour kicks off  
with Dec. 1 Salt Spring event
Jordan Stratford at GYS 
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A local man of many talents will 
showcase his latest work with the 
launch of a new book at Ganges 
Yoga Studio on Thursday, Dec. 1, 
before heading off to engagements 
in San Francisco and New York.

Jordan Stratford has been a Salt 
Spring resident for two years. The 
many jobs on his resume include 
photographer, advertising execu-
tive, fi lm school instructor, screen-
writer, fi lmmaker and priest. He’s 
also a husband and father. 

Previous research into religion, 
spirituality and the history of ideas 
resulted in a book called Living 
Gnosticism: An Ancient Way of 
Knowing, published by Apocry-
phile Press in 2007. 

As Stratford explains it, Gnosti-
cism is a 2,200-year-old tradition 
that combines Judaism, Greek phi-
losophy and the mythic culture of 
Ptolemaic Egypt. The meaning of 
gnosis is “insight,” and the tradition 
is founded on a quest for personal 
insight and individualization.

“The Gnostics were the Beat-
niks of the ancient world — they 
were openly authoring their own 
mythology,” Stratford explained 
during a recent interview.

According to Carl Jung, the 
bridge between ancient Gnosti-
cism and modern culture can be 
found in alchemy, and that’s where 
Stratford’s latest book, A Dictionary 
of Western Alchemy, comes in. 

Published by Quest Books, the 

publishing house of the Theosoph-
ical Society in America, the diction-
ary has its roots in a long study of 
primary sources Stratford explored: 
medieval manuscripts written in 
Latin and pseudo-Latin with lib-
eral sprinklings of Greek and Arabic 
terms, that even in translation offer 
a text in code. While conducting his 
research he started recording the 
meanings of words and symbols 
for his own use, and after 20 years 
discovered he had some 500 terms.

While the rough modern under-
standing of alchemy is the attempt 
to transform other metals into gold, 
Stratford said even in ancient times 
this was more of a metaphor sym-
bolizing a deeper spiritual trans-
formation.

“Alchemy is not an extinct form 
of pseudo-science but a vital 
natural philosophy that connects 
human experience with the spiri-
tual,” he said. 

Part of the modern confusion 
probably lies in the fact that early 
chemists were using alchemy sym-
bolism to encode their processes 
against theft. But at the same time, 
Stratford said, the processes they 
were using to refi ne metal or pro-
duce other outcomes would not 
have been viewed in the same way 
scientists view chemical reactions 
today. In fact, in performing these 
processes, alchemists were trying 
to understand the way the universe 
works, and in doing so to repair the 
rift between God and man.

“The alchemical world view 
assumes meaning,” Stratford said. 

“There is a ghost in the machine, 
and everything is inhabited by the 
ghost of meaning. The meaning 
of a chemical process, in its origin 
and its purpose, is divine. So in this 
world view, there is no line drawn 
between chemistry and theology. 
It’s the same thing.”

By providing explanations of the 
terms associated with alchemy, 
Stratford said he is hoping to rein-
troduce the language and symbol-
ism that informs that worldview. 
Those who stand to benefi t from 
adopting its framework are those 
in psychology, dreamwork, poetry 
and other creative modes. 

He also wants to reinstate the 
idea of meaning in modern culture, 
especially in place of the current 
view that science and spiritual-
ity are mutually exclusive. He says 
many scientists have relied heav-
ily on intuition and imagination to 
bring about crucial breakthroughs.

“The book will accord the radar 
to see how symbolic interactions 
affect our lives, and looks at all life 
as a verb rather than a bunch of 
nouns. Insight is very useful to peo-
ple,” Stratford said.

The Dec. 1 event begins at 7 
p.m. In addition to a reading by 
Stratford, it will include readings of 
esoteric, occult and metaphysical 
material by Ahava Shira and Chris 
Humphreys. Copies of the diction-
ary will be available for sale and 
signing, and are also at Salt Spring 
Books for those who can’t make it 
to the event. For more information 
visit jordanstratford.com.

WHAT’S ON
page A18
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It’s winter storm season and you may experience power outages. BC Hydro will 
work to restore your power quickly to minimize disruption to your home and family. 

Once fully in place across the province, BC Hydro smart meters will report power 
outages instantly, allowing us to restore your power faster. This is just one reason 
why smart meters are a key investment in our electricity system. 

To report a power outage, call us at 1888 POWERON (769-3766) 

or *HYDRO (*49376) on your mobile phone. And learn about

preparing for storm season at bchydro.com/outages

WE WANT TO MAKE OUTAGES 
AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE. 
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP.

**average daily electricity usage

**

2PM, SATURDAY NOV 26
ARTSPRING THEATRE
$20 • RESERVE NOW!

Fundraiser for the Centre for Child Honouring  •  www.childhonouring.org

SPEAKER SERIES

“CHILDREN, YOUTH & DEMOCRACY”
ELIZABETH MAY & RAFFI

“PAPER & PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS”

250-538-0111

TIERNEY’S
WHOLESALE LTD.

Supplying your business 
needs for: bakery, café, 

cleaning, food service, grocery, 
hotel, institutional, retail, 

restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print & 

biodegradable products.
www.tierneyswholesale.com

Locally owned & operated 

ABARA 
DESIGNS

GRAND OPENING

151 MORNINGSIDE DRIVE 
FULFORD HARBOUR

DECEMBER 2,3,4 
1PM TO 5PM

Handmade leather, 
turquoise and 

cowboys 

  SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS PRICES

Principle of the Week: Sustainability
As part of the My Drawing Our 

World project, Salt Spring students 
are creating drawings of Centre for 
Child Honouring “principles of the 
week,” some of which have been 
given to the Driftwood by proj-
ect coordinator Tracy Harrison for 
publication in coming issues. 

Today’s picture is by Everest 
Masselink from Pender Island. She 
is a Grade 6 student at SIMS.

“Sustainability involves not just 
the 3 Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle—
it’s a way of using our emotion-
al intelligence to live simply, be 
well and healthy. Sustainability 
means we respect the Earth and 
care about future generations – 
children who will be born into our 

world. We can buy less of what we 
really don’t need, use less energy, 
reduce our garbage, reuse things 
we already have, buy used things 
and recycle as much as possible. 
Sustainability grows love for gen-
erations.”

YOUNG TALENT

Hardisty and Bachand 
team up at Tree House
Fiddle-guitar 

concert Friday 
Wesley Hardisty and 

Quinn Bachand are put-
ting on an intimate con-
cert at the Tree House 
Cafe on Friday, Nov. 25.

Hardisty’s fiddle-
playing is described as 
unique, emotional and 
compelling. 

“Still in his teens, 
he has an impressive 
resume — including the 
Vancouver 2010 Olym-
pics, the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission 
national event in Inuvik 
and a performance for 
the royal couple Will and 
Kate. Wesley was featured 
on Aboriginal Peoples 
TV show Breaking New 
Beats as one of the top 
young aboriginal talents 

in Canada, which will air 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 7 p.m.”

His debut CD 12:12, 
released in May 2011, 
features Wallabee Indeed 
and Bachand. 

Just 15 years old,  
Bachand already has a 
reputation as “one of the 
best Celtic guitar accom-
panists in the world” 
(Ashley MacIsaac). 
Although Bachand plays 

a range of styles, includ-
ing gypsy-jazz, it is his tal-
ents in the world of Celtic 
music that are drawing 
the most attention. 

“Wesley and Quinn 
will play traditional 
favourites and origi-
nal compositions and 
will have a few surprise 
guests joining them.” 

Friday’s music runs 
from 6 to 9 p.m.

WinterFaire
Saturday, November 27 • 10 until 2

Treats, Gifts and Decor from our
Kitchens, Studios and Gardens!

Lunch and snacks at our Christmas Café

United  Church
111 Hereford           250-537-5812

Saturday, November 26 • 10 until 2

!Lunch and snacks at our Christmas Cafe!
Also take-home savouries

Treats, Gifts and Decor from our
Kitchens, Studios and Gardens.

PHOTO BY SHARI MACDONALD

Wesley Hardisty and Quinn Bachand
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Salt Spring Singers 

Mitch Howard, Director
Don Conley, Assistant Conductor
Jennifer Howard, Accompanist  

 

Saturday, December 3, 2011 | 8 p.m.

Sunday, December 4, 2011 | 2 p.m.

ArtSpring

Tickets:  

Adult $18   

Senior $14   

Child under 12 $8    Ticket Centre 537-2102

Saturday, December 3, 2011 | 8 p.m.

Roses for Christmas

$10
Burger 
& Beer 
Friday 
5-9pm

Early Bird Breakfast 
Special  $6.50

Mon-Fri  8 -10 am

Week Day Take Out 
Lunch Special

$8.75

All day breakfast  7 days a week
 Open Sun.to Thurs. 8am-4pm and  Fri./Sat. 8am-9pm
Telephone: 250-537-5379   Next to Mouat’s in Ganges

This Week’s Music 
Friday 6-9  pm

Daryl Chonka

A Tas  of India 
Saturday 5-9 pm

www.treehousecafe.ca

Wesley Hardisty and Quinn Bachand

A Taste of India

FANCY BIRDS
Colorful Works in
Pottery & Textiles

by PAT WEBBER
and
ULRIEKE BENNER

CHRISTMAS SHOW & SALE
November 26 & 27 • 10am to 4pm

Pat Webber’s Studio
425 Stewart Road         250.537.8871

FILM

VIFF fave Belafonte tribute coming
SS Film Festival Society show 

at ArtSpring 

BY DAN DICKMEYER
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Sing Your Song, a fi lm tribute to singer 
and civil rights activist Harry Belafonte, 
opens an exciting season of movie viewing 
by the Salt Spring Film Society at ArtSpring 
on Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 7:30 p.m.

“We’re thrilled that we’re able to bring 
this fi lm to Salt Spring,” said Susan Buie, 
fi lm festival coordinator. “It just played at 
the Vancouver International Film Festival 
where it beat out close to 90 other fi lms to 

win the audience favourite award for best 
documentary fi lm.”

The fi lm society produces the annual 
documentary fi lm festival in March, but 
organizers could not wait to show the 
life of Harry Belafonte. ArtSpring is co-
sponsoring this film presentation, the 
fi rst in a new series that will also highlight 
independent and foreign feature fi lms.

This uplifting feature-length fi lm, pro-
duced by Belafonte’s daughter Gina, is 
an intimate look at the heroic life of one 
of America’s greatest singers. Told from 
Harry’s point of view, the fi lm charts his 
life from a boy born in New York and 
raised in Jamaica, through the clubs of 

Harlem and Greenwich and to his rise to 
super-stardom. 

A leader in the American Civil Rights 
movement, Belafonte has put himself on 
the front lines of almost every progressive 
battle in modern history. Accompanied 
by the songs of Belafonte, the fi lm is full 
of archival footage and interviews with 
fellow travellers who recount the history 
of the times. Some people appearing in 
the fi lm are Paul Newman, Nelson Man-
dela and J. Edgar Hoover, former head of 
the FBI.

The fi lm shows at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are available at ArtSpring for 

$10, $5 for youth.  

SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS

United Church WinterFaire brings thrills 
Christmas gifts, 

crafts, goodies and 

music on Saturday

BY PAT BARCLAY
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

On Saturday, Nov. 26, the 
United Church in the heart 
of Ganges will host its annu-
al WinterFaire event. 

Offering a wide variety of 
arts and crafts, a children’s 
fish pond, a silent auction 
and the popular Christmas 
Cafe for lunch and snacks, 
t h i s  b e y o n d - t h e - b a z a a r 
occasion goes a long way 
to help make getting ready 
for Christmas both easy and 
fun.

For sale in the lower hall 
will  be gift items for the 
whole family, from hand-
made walking sticks and 
denim log carriers  to silk 
scarves, mittens and fab-
ric bags. Christmas crack-
ers, cards and stockings; 
decor galore in the form of 

wreaths, swags, bouquets 
and centrepieces; and an 
awesome array of  home 

baking will be just some of 
the goodies on offer.

Litt le  information had 

emerged from silent auc-
tion cupboards by press-
time, but we do know that 
re n ow n e d  a r t i s t  S i m o n 
Camping will be represent-
ed, more art is being framed 
specifically for WinterFaire, 
and other items include an 
awesome jade plant, a tea 
wagon and designer sweat-
ers. 

On the cafe’s menu this 
year are chicken pie, quiche 
and authentic  tourtiere, 
all  served with vegetable 
sticks; chili with bread; and 
cupcakes, muffins, cook-
ies and various beverages. 
Again this year, tourtieres 
and chicken pies will be sold 
whole to take out, or by the 
piece to eat in. 

The church’s annual dec-
oration crew is also out in 
force this  week,  prepar-
ing the setting that does so 
much to make WinterFaire a 
special occasion.

Saturday’s faire runs from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

ART EDUCATION

Gallery shares art collection pointers
Special talk runs

next Thursday at 

Pegasus

The Pegasus Gal-
lery of Canadian Art 
c o n t i n u e s  i t s  Fi r s t 
T h u r s d a y  p r o g r a m 
of  gal ler y  ta lks  on 
Thursday, Dec. 1 with 
Starting a Collection.

With two successful 
talks having passed, 

guests will dialogue 
w i t h  t h e  s p e a k e r s 
a n d  l e a v e  w i t h  a n 
enhanced apprecia-
tion and understand-
ing of the subject. 

An exhibition titled 
Small  Gems:  Works 
under Two Thousand 
Dollars will  accom-
pany the talk.

T h e  p e r c e p t i o n 
of the “collector” as 
someone with endless 
amounts of money is 
false. A good collec-

tion can be built for 
s o m e t i m e s  m o d e s t 
amounts of money, if 
the approach is well 
considered and the 
collector has set out 
an achievable long-
t e r m  p r o g r a m  f o r 
themselves. 

With the help of a 
guest speaker, gallery 
manager and collec-
t o r  A n t h o n y  M a t -
thews will  lead the 
talk. Topics that will 
be discussed include 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e 
between “collecting” 
and “decorating” with 
art. 

“We will  also dis-
c u s s  s o m e  o f  t h e 
financing and bud-
geting issues as well 
as the idea of ‘art as 
i n v e s t m e n t ,’ ”  s a i d 
Matthews.

Starting a Collec-
tion runs from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the gallery, 
Seaside at Mouat’s. 

The exhibition will 

continue through the 
month. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

Call the gallery at 
250-537-2421 or visit 
www.pegasusgallery.
ca for more info.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Sharon Hawke and Lise Poitras have fun at WinterFaire 2010.

Who 
reads 

us?

83%
of newspaper 

readers
on Salt Spring

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY



What’s On This Week
Wed.Wed.
November 23

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada
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1 hr 58 min
Rating: PG

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

at Central Hall call 250-537-4656
To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca

Plays  Friday to Tuesday 7:00pm 
Sunday 4:00pm matinee 

FRI. NOV 25 - 
TUES. NOV 29

 CINEMA

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

w w w. d r i f t wo o d g i m e d i a . co m / c a l e n d a r

Open Stage with 
Stephanie Rhodes. 
Moby’s, 8 PM.

Green Drinks at Moby’s. 
5 PM.  
Glowtini Contest. 
Miss 604 judges SSI 
mixologists’ martinis. Salt 
Spring Inn at 12:30 PM. 
Public tasting begins at 5 
p.m. 

Live Music at The Local.
Open Mic with Richard Cross. 
6:00 to 10:00 PM.
English & English.
Live Music at the Harbour 
House Hotel, 6:30 PM.

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tues.Tues.
November 29

 EXHIBITIONS

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

  ACTIVITIES

• Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 1 — The earth moves for Bella and Edward moves heaven and earth to save 

her — fans will be satisfied by the romance. Stewart, Pattinson & Lautner have come to be genuine embodiments of 

the three major characters.Thoroughly entertaining and very faithful to the source material.

 • Amy Melious Open Studio runs this Saturday, Nov. 26 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 171 Whims Rd. A winter 

welcome: one-of-a-kind original artwork cards, reproductions, class info, hot tea, coffee & treats. 

 • Fancy Birds — pottery and wearable art sale of work by ceramic artist Pat Webber and fabric artist Ulrieke Benner 

at 425 Stewart  Rd. (Pat Webber’s studio) this Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 26-27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Two friends 

collaborate to produce a colourful Christmas sale.

• Judy Weeden Open Studio at 125 Primrose Lane. Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 26-27. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Rosey’s Christmas Tea Party and Sale — arts & crafts sale by Rosey Brenan, 120 Ensilwood Rd. 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 

Nov. 27. 250-537-1643 

 • Gecko Green Living at 103 McPhillips Ave. is now showing art and photography by local artists Diane Mortensen, 

Julianna Slomka and Elehna de Sousa.

 • Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art has an exhibition called Small Gems: Works Under Two Thousand Dollars. 

 • Beside the Salish Sea — mixed-media art, photography and haiku by Elehna de Sousa  is showing at Islands 

Savings Credit Union. 

 • The Porch Gallery is open Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m. at the home of Mother Tongue Publishing’s Mona Fertig 

& Peter Haase, 290 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Featuring work of George Fertig, Jack Akroyd, Irene Hoffar Reid, Wim 

Blom, Ina D.D. Uhthoff, Gary Sim, LeRoy Jensen, Gordon Caruso and Peter Haase. 

 • See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.

 • See the sculpture garden outside Mahon Hall in Ganges.

Thurs.Thurs.
November 24

 SSI Trail & Nature Club 
Presentation. 
Nieke Visser will presents 
Amazing Birdlife - San Blas, 
Nayarit, Mexico. Salt Spring 
United Church, 7:30 PM.  
Western Dance Party. 
Casual attire. Everyone welcome. 
Central Community Hall Society, 
7:30 PM.  
Film Nite at Morningside 
Bakery & Cafe.  DIVE!  7:00 PM. 

Wesley Hardisty and Quinn 
Bachand.  Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe, 6:00  to 9:00 PM. 
The Coalition. Dance/Rock 
band at Moby’s,  9:00 PM. 

Fri.Fri.
November 25

  ACTIVITIES

Storytime at the Library Annex. 
Animals in the Library: Good Cats! Bad 
Cats! Suitable for preschool & early 
grade children. Salt Spring Library 
Annex, 1:00 PM.
Peter Levitt Book Launch. 
For One Hundred Butterfl ies. Lions 
Hall, 7:00 PM.  
Dances of Universal Peace.
Ganges Yoga Studio, 154 Kings Lane. 
7:30 to 9:30 PM.

Lloyd English and Ian Van Wyck.
Harbour House, 6:30 PM.
The Bill Johnson Blues Band.
Live music at Moby’s, 9:00 PM.  
The Barley Bros.
Live at the Salt Spring Inn, 6:00 PM.
Kenefi t 2.
Planet Music, Sweetwater Revolver 
and Lane 31, plus auction. Fundraiser 
for ALS suff erer Ken Rouleau and 
family. Falconshead Grill, 7:00 PM.

Santa Fly-in. 
Meet Santa at the Ganges fl oatplane 
dock at 12:45 PM and then have photos 
taken with Santa at Mahon Hall until 
3:00 PM.
Pummy Kaur Book Launch.
For A Season of Non-Violence: 64 Ways 
for 64 Days. Jill Louise Campbell Art 
Gallery, 10:00 AM.
Elizabeth May & Raffi   Speaker 
Series. 
Children, Youth & Democracy. ArtSpring, 
2:00 PM.
Film Nite at Morningside Bakery 
& Cafe. 
The Fifth Element. Morningside Organic 
Bakery & Cafe,  7:00 PM. 
King Winter’s Fair. 
Waldorf education traditional arts & 
crafts fair. Beaver Point Hall, 10:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM.
WinterFaire.
Annual Christmas fundraiser at SS 
United Church, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
CFUW Meeting and Talk.
Poverty, confl ict & violence: Women 
are the way forward. Talk by Sally 
Armstrong. Harbour House, 10:00 AM.

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rock Salt Unplugged. 
Live music at Rock Salt 
Restaurant, 6:00 PM.
The New Orford String 
Quartet. 
ArtSpring, 8:00 PM, with pre-
concert chat at 7:00 PM.
Dance Temple. 
DJs, musicians, guest instructors. 
The Gatehouse, Reynolds Road, 
7:00 PM.

Come Home for Christmas 
Series.
Video presentation of Fr. Robert 
Barron’s Catholicism series and 
discussion. Our Lady Of Grace 
Hall, 7:00 PM. 
Salt Spring Centre School 
Advent Celebration. 
Celebration at the Yoga Centre. 
6:00 PM.

 ACTIVITIES

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Children, Youth & Democracy
A presentation by Elizabeth May and Raffi

Saturday, November 26th–2pm
ArtSpring

www.childhonouring.org

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Sat.Sat.
November 26

Sun.Sun.
November 27

Diana English at the Piano 
Bar. 
Harbour House Hotel, 6:00 PM.

Grey Cup at the Legion. 
Watch the game on a big screen! 
Meaden Hall, 2:00 PM.  
Earth Based Spirituality.
Jamie Capranos speaks to 
Unitarians. SS Seniors Centre, 
11:00 AM.
The Big Game.
At The Local, 3:00 PM.
SOLID & I-SEA Fundraiser. 
Food, music and auction items. 
Harbour House Hotel, 6:00 PM. 

Mon.Mon.
November 28

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Drop-in Poker with Jeff .
The Local, 6:30 PM. sign-up.

Open Stage with Stephanie 
Rhodes. 
Moby’s Oyster Bar & Marine Grill,  
8:00 PM.  

Sing Your Song Film.
SS Film Society presentation of 
Harry Belafonte fi lm. ArtSpring, 
7:30 PM. 

  ACTIVITIES   ACTIVITIES

250.537.9933
driftwood@gulfi slands.net

25% off  
private party 

classifi ed ads 

with a Resident’s Card. 

Off er available all day Thursday, 
every week

Tues.Tues.
November 29 

Wed.Wed.
November 30AC-

PhotographyPhotographic Solutions

logo_ad_2009.ai   11/12/09   6:25:51 PM

johncameron.ca

saltspringphotos.com

logo_ad_2009.ai   11/12/09   6:25:51 PM

6466 Bell McKinnon Rd, Duncan  |  www.discoveryhonda.com  DEALER #5963

1-877-524-3215

MODEL YK1F5BJNZ

EX-L 4WD
MODEL YF4H9BKN 

Touring 4WD

GET A 4-WHEEL-DLL RIVE
44 ALL YL OYY UR WR INTER-DRR VESRIV .

CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVE  
ON ALL MODELS#*

$4,000

2011 Pilot2011 Ridgeline

Thurs.Thurs.
November 24

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fri.Fri.
November 25

Sat.Sat.
November 26

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
 ACTIVITIES

 ACTIVITIES

 ACTIVITIES
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Tim & John ~ for the PA System                                
Salt Spring Girl Guides • Saltspring Concert Brass Band

Salt Spring Parks & Recreation
Salt Spring R.C.M.P. • Salt Spring Fire Department

Salt Spring Ambulance • Salt Spring Dept. of Highways
Dan Kent, Rental Stop ~  for providing the canopy (at the last minute)

Ladies Auxiliary Branch 92 R.C.L.
Janet Butler and all her volunteers

Chaplin Richard Stetson
SS Coast Guard

SS Pipes and Drums, Branch 92
And to all the volunteers!

TiTiTiimmmm && & JoJohn ~ for
l i i l id l

Remembrance Day
Thank You

120 Blain Road, Salt Spring Island, BC 
250-537-5822  |  legionbr92@shaw.ca
Sunday 1pm - 6pm
Monday-Saturday noon - 11pm

         

Thank you!
Bill McKenzie 
Past-President 

eat, p
  read

lif
e is

  s
imple

Eat, sleep,  read...

Life 
 is

  s
imple

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

All OBERON
Leather & Pewter
Gifts in November

20%
offPeople&

Community

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

From left, SOLID’s Louise Adele, Meron Moroz and Shirley McIntyre are collecting funds for a new retail 

location near Centennial Park. The group has until Dec. 3 to raise $25,000  for the property’s lease.

INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

SOLID eyes larger digs in 
downtown Ganges locale
Weekend auction 

kicks off  fundraising 

campaign

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

A local non-profi t group that’s 
helped people in the world’s poor-
est countries for more than a 
decade is in need of some help of 
its own.

Since the Salt Spring Organi-
zation for Life Improvement and 
Development relocated into its 
cramped quarters inside the RE/
MAX realty offi ce in Ganges earlier 
this year, life has been anything 
but remarkable for the group’s 
pocketbook and volunteers.

Much of the problem, according 
to director Meron Moroz, is that so 
few people know where to fi nd the 
group’s new temporary offi ce.

“It’s just been so sad, but if we 
shut down it’s hard to start up 
again,” she said.

Fueled by a shoestring volun-
teer staff, SOLID has barely man-
aged to scrape by and keep funds 
fl owing for various community to 
community based development 
projects in Africa through the sale 
of crafts, music, clothing and other 
items at its Ganges retail space.

The only way volunteers made 
up for dismal sales at the RE/MAX 

location was by taking their store 
on the road to public events like 
the Saturday market during the 
summer.

After months of uncertainty, the 
group received a glimmer of hope 
last week when it secured a condi-
tional agreement to take over the 
lease of a popular and visible retail 
space beside Ganges Gas in Gaso-
line Alley. The group has offi cially 
launched a campaign to secure 
the $25,000 it needs to buy out the 
current lease holders before Dec. 
31.

“There’s not a more perfect 
place for us,” Moroz said. “It’s a 
huge opportunity.” 

Since the SOLID store first 
opened its doors on what is now 
the site of the future public library 
in 2008, the group has sent more 
than $30,000 to life improve-
ment and development projects 
throughout Africa. During that 
time, Salt Springers have bought 
160 goats for single mothers, 209 
apple trees, 205 SOLID chocolate 
bars and 123 hats knitted by the 
island’s Knitwits group.

Moroz hopes the new space will 
also feature items from other Salt 
Spring-based non-profit inter-
national aid groups like Seeds for 
Malawi and Ometepe Coffee.

“One of my personal pet peeves 
is how we all operate as silos. 
There’s lots we can do together 

that we can’t accomplish alone,” 
she said.

“It can be so much more, like 
Ten Thousand Villages but with 
a very local spin . . . It’s already a 
working machine, but it’s all about 
location, location, location.”

Moroz and her crew of SOLID 
volunteers have already begun 
scheduling various events to 
coincide with the group’s regu-
lar Christmas season fundraising 
drive.

The fi rst of these is a jointly host-
ed silent auction at the Harbour 
House Hotel on Sunday, Nov. 27 at 
6 p.m. The event will feature food, 
music and more than 50 items to 
help raise funds for SOLID and 
I-SEA. Auction items donated by 
local residents and businesses will 
include jewelry, paintings, carv-
ings, clothes, music, food, soaps, 
lotions, books, cards, chocolates, 
artwork, weavings, baskets, wall 
hangings and more. Tax receipts 
are available for donations of $20 
and more. Tickets are $10 each or 
five for $40 and are available at 
the door. Children under 10 get in 
for free.

Anyone with any last-minute 
auction items or who would like 
to receive more information about 
SOLID’s new proposed location 
(including a detailed business 
plan) can reach Moroz at solid.
saltspring@gmail.com.

CFUW

Armstrong to address CFUW
Women’s role in fi ghting poverty 

probed in talk 

Internationally recognized journalist and human 
rights activist Sally Armstrong is the guest speaker at 
this Saturday’s CFUW meeting.

Armstrong will speak to the local Canadian Fed-
eration of University Women group at the Harbour 
House Hotel at 10 a.m. on the topic of Poverty, Con-
fl ict and Violence: Women are the Way Forward.

Presently dividing her time between Salt Spring and 
Toronto, Armstrong has recently been making a CBC 

documentary on the topic of women and confl ict.
A native of Montreal, Sally attended McGill Univer-

sity, raised three children with her husband Ross Arm-
strong, and lived in Oakville. She was also the editor of 
Homemaker’s Magazine.

She has also been named to the Order of Canada, 
and received several honorary doctorates. The cita-
tion for her 2007 honorary doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Ottawa says:

“Sally Armstrong, a formidable journalist and 
human rights activist whose insatiable curiosity, 
disarming directness and relentless pursuit of justice 
continue to serve her subjects and readers alike.” 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

SALTSPRING
Linen & Dry Cleaners 250.537.2241
116 Hereford Ave., Saltspring Island,BC V8K 2T4  drycleaners@telus.net

• Quality Dry Cleaners
• Shirt Service & Laundry
• Blankets, Comforters 
  & Duvets

• Linen Rentals
• Entrance Mat Rentals
• Vacuum Cleaner Sales 
  & Servicing

Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5 / Sat. 10-4

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

JOSH LACY
certifi ed technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

...in Residential Service

...in Container Service

...in Commercial Service

...in Special Clean-ups

...in Customer Service
1st

250-537-2167 360 BLACKBURN RD
ssgarbage@shaw.ca

Here's my Here's my 
Card!Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.

Despite every technological 
advance, business cards remain 
an essential business tool.

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202 

rmackinnon@driftwoodgimedia.com

ERIN JORY
250-537-9933 EXT. 211 
ejory@driftwoodgimedia.com

PATRICIA MUMFORD
250-537-9933 EXT. 214 

pmumford@driftwoodgimedia.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIALfull scale
excavating.com

full scale
excavating.com

EXCAVATING & 
TRUCKING SERVICES

DREW JORY
Owner/Operator

250•537•7320
www.fullscaleexcavating.com

• ROCK WALLS • LANDSCAPING • DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • SEPTIC • PONDS •  NEW SITE EXCAVATIONS • WATER FEATURES

BC Ferries coordinates public consultation throughout the coastal 

communities by means of Ferry Advisory Committees (FAC). 

These bodies are composed of volunteers who are interested in all 

aspects of ferry service and operations within their community. 

These committees function within a three-year term, and as the 

next term begins January 1, 2012, this call for volunteers is open 

to all members of the public at this time.

Committee members are reimbursed for all reasonable expenses 

incurred while conducting FAC-related activities. Ideally, com-

mittee members represent a stakeholder group, thus providing an 

avenue for two-way ow of information between BC Ferries and 

these groups. For the Salt Spring Island routes, BC Ferries is seek-

ing volunteers for this next committee.

If you are interested in joining your FAC for the 2012-2014 term, 

please contact:

Darin Guenette, Manager, Public Affairs

at 1-877- 978-2385 (toll free) or darin.guenette@bcferries.com

no later than December 15, 2011. For further information on any 

aspects of these committees (including committee Terms of Refer-

ence), visit the BC Ferries website (www.bcferries.com/About BC 

Ferries/Public Consultation), email any member of your local FAC 

(contact information on website) or reach out to Darin Guenette.

Ferry Advisory Committees -
Call for Volunteers

ZEN

Zen 
event 
on Sun.

Everyone has read 
the headlines: “Benefi ts 
of meditation — reduce 
stress! Improve your 
health!” And now, there 
are plenty of scientific 
studies to back it up. But 
it’s nothing new.

Peter Levitt, the teach-
er for Salt Spring Zen 
Circle says, “The people 
who established medita-
tion thousands of years 
ago were as aware as we 
are today of the chal-
lenges we share in life: 
suffering, stress, old age 
and dying are just the 
common ones. 

“The teaching has 
remained the same 
through time. It’s to bring 
ourselves back to the 
moment we have right 
now, time after time.”

Everyone, beginners 
and seasoned medita-
tors alike, is welcome to 
join Salt Spring Zen Cir-
cle for a half day of Zen 
meditation at 210 Cedar 
Lane on Sunday, Nov. 27, 
from 8 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. 

Both chairs and cush-
ions are available. 

The practice will be 
guided by Levitt, a lay 
teacher in the Soto lin-
eage of Suzuki Roshi. 

For further informa-
tion, contact Simon 
Rompre at 250-537-1721.

BOOK SALE

Expanded Giant Book Sale set 
to fi ll tables from Dec. 2 to 4 
Fifth annual fabulous 

event at the Farmers’ 

Institute

In response to customer 
demand, Salt Spring Island 
Community Education is hold-
ing its annual fundraising event 
just in time for holiday shopping 
this year.

More than 12,000 books have 
already been donated to the sale, 
which will run Friday through 
Sunday, Dec. 2 to 4, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Farmers’ Insti-
tute on Rainbow Road. 

Some treasures found to date 
include a book autographed by 
Henry Kissinger, a signed copy 
of a fi rst edition of The Manti-
core by Robertson Davies and a 
hand-bound private publication 
of Japanese prints from 1937, 
just to name a few. 

“On the lighter side, we have 
a pristine copy of The Spam 
Cookbook published in 2001 
with recipes for spam scones to 
spam pate, and a recent copy of 
BONK-The Curious Coupling of 
Science and Sex by Mary Roach, 
who is described as the ‘funniest 
science writer in the country,’” 
notes a press release.

There are also mysteries 
galore, lots of recent fiction in 
as-new condition and wonder-
ful children’s books. 

“We have over 30 categories 
of books priced from $1 to $3, 
as well as a choice selection of 
‘unique’ books which are spe-
cially priced.”

Because so many books have 
been donated this year, new 
items will be brought out each 
day. 

The sale can accommodate 
cash purchases only, and buyers 
are reminded to bring their own 
bags for transporting the books 
they buy. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Mormon couple serving island
Boehmers invite contact

from community 

For many members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, retirement’s free 
time is an opportunity for increased service to 
their church and fellow man. 

According to a press release, there are cur-
rently about 4,500 senior couples serving in 
a multitude of ways around the world, each 
serving voluntarily and at their own expense 
for periods ranging from six to 23 months. One 
such couple is Elder and Sister Boehmer, who 
recently arrived on Salt Spring Island.

The Boehmers have been involved in a num-

ber of community events such as the recent 
food drive, where approximately a thousand 
pounds of food was collected for the local 
food bank, and the Salt Spring Fall Fair and the 
Legion suppers.

“They are willing to help with any appropri-
ate endeavor. Their primary function is to pro-
claim the restored gospel of Jesus Christ and 
they would welcome the opportunity to explain 
the basic beliefs of the church. Mormon.org is a 
website where you can view the profiles of Mor-
mons from all walks of life to help you better 
understand what membership in The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints means to 
individuals.” Elder and Sister Boehmer can be 
contacted at 250-931-3839.
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

Here's my Here's my 
Card!Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.

Despite every technological 
advance, business cards remain 
an essential business tool.

Next 10 week program starts November 2nd. 
Call to reserve your space now!

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE

B
lue Velvet U

pholstering
 #6-315 U

pper G
anges Road

Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com

I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n  C o n s u l t i n g

“creating spaces that have a 
story to tell and where great story 

telling takes place”

patti designG
• Renovations & New Construction

• Sourcing  fabrics, furniture,  xtures 
&  nishes

• Window Coverings & Blinds

• Project Planning for DIY

• Colours, Staging & Editing

t: 250.537.2572
e: patti_g@shaw.ca

www.pattigdesign.com

Parts & Supplies Stocked

Holger Hermann, BFA
Holger@hermann.ca

250-537-5147
100 Twin  ower Way, Saltspring Island

Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999

NO HST • FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674
thehappydenturist.ca

#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

$25 DISCOUNT

The
Happy

Denturist

Brian Harris
29 YEARS OF COMPETENT 

& FRIENDLY SERVICE
• COMPLETE DENTURE 

SERVICES
• IN-HOUSE LAB
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS
• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER 

IMPLANTS

no referralnecessary

TRACK CAT
SERVICES
• Low impact track drive
• Shaping, landscaping
• Driveways
• Trenches

Gordon Heisch Cell: 250-538-8730

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202 

rmackinnon@driftwoodgimedia.com

ERIN JORY
250-537-9933 EXT. 211 
ejory@driftwoodgimedia.com

PATRICIA MUMFORD
250-537-9933 EXT. 214 

pmumford@driftwoodgimedia.com

ISLAND STAR 

VIDEO flick pickflick pickpresents...

TrollHunterTrollHunter

250-537-4477
...your locally owned video shop!ISLAND STAR VIDEO 

SUPER 8 • SPY KIDS ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD 
CONAN THE BARBARIAN • THE DEVIL’S DOUBLE

new arrivals

         JASON TUDOR

Yet another mockumentary horror fi lm in 
the vein of The Blair Witch Project, Cloverfi eld, 
or REC, Norway’s Trollhunter brings pretty 
much nothing new to the table. Even so, it’s 
a pretty fun little oddity that will have fantasy 
afi cionados talking.

Like the aforementioned fi lms, Trollhunter 
presents itself as found footage. The video 
we see is unedited but at least chronological: 
three university students investigating 
a supposed bear poacher in the wilds of 
Norway quickly discover that he’s actually a 
government employee who trudges around 
the forest killing rogue trolls.

Yes, trolls, the hairy, lumpy beasts from 
fairy tales that hide under bridges. It turns out 
that they’re real, and they’re being managed 
like any other wildlife. The trollhunter — 
and ex-military veteran — is tired of his job, 
and agrees to take the students along as he 
attempts to understand why more and more 
trolls are behaving erratically and becoming a 
nuisance to the local human population.

I should specify that these trolls aren’t 
knee-high, pudgy, or vaguely cute — 
they’re huge, stinky, and voracious. They’ll 
eat anything in their path and can sense 
the blood of a Christian. Thank God (er, 
goodness!) bright sunlight or fl ashbursts of 
ultraviolet light cause them to turn to stone 

or explode.
I did like many things about Trollhunter. 

The eff ects, considering the fi lm’s small 
budget, are pretty good and masked well by 
the realistic cinematography. There are some 
excellent action setpieces, including one 
particularly harrowing scene in which our 
heroes are caught in a troll’s lair with a half-
dozen of the monsters sleeping just an arm’s 
length away.

There are also a few funny moments, and 
more than a few references to other horror 
fi lms. But Trollhunter seems to want to be 
everything at once, and as a result it’s not able 
to sustain any particular mood long enough 
for the viewer to care about what happens.

I’m guessing that perhaps I missed a few 
nuances that would have been picked up by 
Norwegian audiences, particularly the place 
of the troll in their folklore. The fi lm’s attempts 
to give itself political context didn’t ring true 
for me, and felt more like the typical “man 
is worse than the monster” angle found so 
often in modern horror.

Critics hesitate to say this kind of thing, 
but Trollhunter is a fi lm that may benefi t from 
a Hollywood remake that is more focused. 
Whether or not North American audiences 
would actually be scared of goofy trolls is 
another matter.

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

APPRECIATION: Ganges Visitor Centre volunteer Zeke Blazecka accepts his prize at a gala luncheon 

appreciation event put on by the Chamber of Commerce at the Harbour House last Thursday.  The 50 

volunteers were thanked by a variety of speakers, given fabulous gift bags (worth $333) and won $3,900 

worth of door prizes — both new records for the annual event.    

ROTARY CLUB

Rotarians tip hat to Nickels
Islander named 

Honourary Rotarian

The Salt Spring Island Rotary 
Club named visionary, humani-
tarian, and forester Michael Nick-
els an Honourary Rotarian during 
a lunch-hour ceremony earlier 
this month.

This is the fi rst time the island’s 
Rotary Club has awarded such an 
honour to an individual who isn’t 
already a long-standing member 
of the branch.

“We basically chose him 
because of his background and 
the nature of his projects,” said 
Rotary Club president Mike 
Garside. “We’ve supported him 
before in his projects and he’s 
pretty much a humanitarian, the 
kind of character who fits quite 
well with Rotary.”

Nickels has spent more than 
two decades mixing a passion 
for agriculture and permaculture 
with a desire to develop sustain-
able forestry techniques. Much of 
his hard work is on display at Salt 
Spring’s Seven Ravens Farm on 
Fulford-Ganges Road and else-
where at sites in Africa and Asia.

“I was delighted and very hon-
oured to be made an Honorary 
Rotarian since I have had a close 
connection to Salt Spring Rotar-
ians for almost 10 years,” Nickels 
wrote in an email from the site of 
a permaculture education work-
shop in rural Kenya. “My father 
was a Rotarian and travelled the 
world initiating many benefi cial 
community projects.”

Nickels said the island’s Rotary 
Club has been instrumental to 
the success of the reforestation 
and permaculture projects he has 

developed in Kenya during the 
past 22 years.

“Working under the Rotarian 
umbrella has connected me with 
many like-minded people and 
has resulted in financial assis-
tance towards our Kenyan proj-
ects far beyond what my own 
means have been able to do,” he 
said.

Nickels said he looks forward 
to creating new ties with Rotar-
ians who have similar projects in 
Africa and other parts of the world 
while strengthening his work here 
at home.

“As important as I feel the 
permaculture work is that I do 
around the world, I recognize 
the importance of implementing 
permaculture projects within our 
own community, with our own 
schools here on Salt Spring,” he 
added.



expert ADVICE
Home Maintenance

MIKE
HUNSBERGER

LIGHTHOUSE
VENTURES LIMITED
New name, familiar face.
Walk into Fall prepared.

250-537-6698

Gutters Gutters 
Clean?Clean?

Counselling

ELSJE
HANNAH

The Healing Place
Here you’ll fi nd a supportive, safe environment where you can talk 

openly. Together we can help you fi nd new ways for living fully.
All concerns are welcome. Reduced rates available for children.

PH: 250-931-8762  |  www.ssi-healingplace.com
Upper Ganges Centre, 202-338 Lower Ganges Rd.

Counselling Centre

Saturday December 3rd from 1:00-4:30pm  All are welcome.

Attend this workshop to:
• Identify your true goals for the holidays
• Identify your limits and potential triggers for holiday blues and 

stress.
• Recognize your behavioural, physiological and psychological stress 

symptoms around the holidays.
• Utilize various activity management and stress coping strategies to 

ensure that your holiday goals are met.
• Learn to launch discussions about new family traditions.
Please call 250-931-8762 or email healingplace@shaw.ca to register.

Bringing Joy Back 
to the Holidays! 
Workshop and Tea

T’isnt the season to be stressed! The key to success in avoiding “Holiday Blues” 
or “Holiday Stress” is to recognize those activities that energize, motivate and 
please us, and to delete or change those activities that irritate, disappoint and 
anger us.  Holidays provide opportunity for celebration, gift-giving, re  ection, 
tradition, relationship and spiritual renewal and relaxation.  Explore ways to 
“retraditionalize” your holiday in ways that honour yourself and your loved ones, 
thereby bringing back joy to your holiday.  

Fitness Expert

What is the main 
benefi t of aquafi t?

BRENDA
AKERMANAll of the components of an Aqua Fit class 

are of equal importance:

WARM-UP:  to gradually increase the heart rate, warm up the 
muscles and promote lubrication of the joints.
CARDIO: to improve the capacity of the circulation, vascular 
and respiratory systems by continuous activity at an elevated but 
constant heart rate.

ENDURANCE: Strength/Muscular endurance are important to 
our daily living. The water has the distinct advantage of requiring 
a continual force for the muscles to work against the water’s 
resistance, which aids in musclular strength and endurance gains.
COOL DOWN: to gradually decrease the heart rate from the 
cardio component of the class.
STRETCHING: during a workout our muscles contract which 
shortens them. To compensate this we need to lengthen them 
through stretching.

In Aqua  t we train all components and experience the bene  ts 
of improved cardio, strength, endurance and  exibility.

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Heating

The time has never been better to 
capitalize on incentives and rebates for 
home energy improvements! Once you’ve registered with 
NRCan and completed your home energy audit, you become 
eligible to receive both incentives from the LivesmartBC.ca 
energy incentive program, as well as the federal ecoEnergy 
home retro  t program. Although the programs ostensibly run 
through March of 2012, we’ve already been told that it could 
end earlier if the funds are used up. Don’t say I didn’t tell you!
Contact a service provider to arrange your energy audit. 

Once that’s been accomplished, call Outer Limits Sheet 
Metal Ltd. to come and have a look at ways to retro  t 
or upgrade to a high ef  ciency heating system or heat 
recovery ventilator; both qualifying upgrades that can earn 
you money back! Have a post-retro  t audit completed and 
then sit back and enjoy your new energy ef  cient home 
until your cheque arrives. What could be a better way to 
anticipate the coming New Year?

Have You Requested Your 
Home Energy Audit Yet?

MATT BECK

Ph: 250-653-9378  Fax: 250-653-9574Ph: 250-653-9378  Fax: 250-653-9574
723 Stewart Rd. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2A2723 Stewart Rd. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2A2

outerlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com    www.outerlimitssheetmetal.caouterlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com    www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca

• Geothermal Heat Pumps • Air Source Heat Pumps
• Ductless Mini-Split Heat Pumps

Seniors Services

TERON WOLF

Teron Wolf
General ManagerGeneral Manager

250-537-8340250-537-8340
FOR SENIORS

w w w . H e r i t a g e P l a c e . i n f ow w w . H e r i t a g e P l a c e . i n f o

One simple solution is a short-term, or seasonal rental. 
Many retirement communities offer month-to-month 
agreements. Unless otherwise stipulated, this means you can 
rent a private suite, close to all amenities, for just the winter 
months of the year. Most communities include utilities such 
as cable tv, electricity, heat, water & hospitality services like 
housekeeping, home cooked meals & laundry service in their 
rental fees. A seasonal rental may require that you bring your 
own furniture, but the small effort it takes to furnish a studio 
or one bedroom suite for a couple of months could save you a 
world of hassles. Furnished apartments may also be available 
and some communities offer hospitality suites for even shorter 
stays in the event that a big storm is coming & you just want 
some extra convenience for a couple of days.  And the best 
part? If it snows – someone else will clear the driveway!

I am worried about 
becoming isolated in my 
home this winter. 
What are my options?

Pool & Spa

GLORIA WINNITOY

I don’t want to use 
chlorine or bromine 
in my hot tub 
(or swimming pool).  
Is there an alternative?

AQUAFUN
FAMILY POOLS & SPAS

5265 TRANS. CAN. HWY.   250-748-2611
YOUR VALLEY POOL, SPA & SAUNA STORE

We are required by Health Canada to recommend that a 
Chlorine or Bromine residual (1-3ppm) be maintained in 
pools and hot tubs (at all times) to guarantee safe, clean water.  
However, there are a number of ways to reduce the amount of 
chlorine or bromine while maintaining excellent water quality.  
Water treatment products can be added: enzymes, clari  ers, 
algaecides, etc.  Ozonators and Ionizers also contribute to altered 
water chemistry.  One of the best solutions is a UV (ultra-violet 
light) sterilizer, which is compatible with all other systems, but 
adds nothing to the water.  UV systems are now available and 
affordable. There is a new water treatment product available that 
breaks down and then prevents formation of bio  lm (forms on 
any surface in contact with water).  This treatment reduces the 
need for sanitizer and helps to keep water chemistry stable.  Call 
us at 250-748-2611 for more information.

Your Advice

Your advice and knowledge 
as a professional is valuable to 

readers of the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood. 

Contact the Driftwood 
sales department today 

for details

Be a part of
this popular
feature!

YOUR
NAME

Phone: 250-537-9933 
or

e-mail: sales@gulfi slands.net

Mechanic

Now is defi nitely 
time to get ready 
for winter. GYLE

KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

Cold, wet, possibly snowy weather is just around 
the corner. Don’t get caught unprepared.

Protect your vehicle’s engine and cooling system 
with recommended antifreeze, check lights and 
wipers to ensure clear vision while driving during 
longer nights.

Get those snow tires on now to benefit from 
increased traction on wet roads as well as snow and 
ice. New tires can be ordered and installed quickly, 
if done early.

If you are driving a vehicle you had hoped to trade 
in, but have decided to wait, get in and  nd out what 
needs to be done to carry you safely through until 
you are ready to make the move to a new car.

 Drive safe, Gyle

Real Estate

JAN 
MACPHERSON

Jan Macpherson - 
Top Seller SSI 2010
based on VREB-MLS highest 
number of sales & transactions
Direct: 250-537-9894
Offi ce/Pager: 1-800-731-7137

BUYERS: Before removing all subject conditions measure your 
new home as required, for draperies, carpeting & future furniture 
arrangement as you will likely not be inside the house before 
moving day.
INSURANCE: Be sure to inform your insurance agent of the dates, 
especially if the house is vacant, to ensure valid coverage & arrange 
to have the house checked as per requirements of insurance policy. 
UTILITIES: Obtain electricity, cablevision, water, sewer & 
private garbage collection as applicable. It is advisable to book 
phone/internet WELL AHEAD of moving day to avoid delays.
BANKING: It is handy to set up af  liation or transfer accounts 
BEFORE moving in order to arrange direct debit for mortgage & 
utility payments.
SELLERS: If necessary, book professional carpet & house cleaners 
in advance as time evaporates as the moving van rolls up!  
Phone me for an excellent cleaner!

Plan ahead, minimize stress & be kind to your self!

Moving 
Checklists

Phone: 537-9933 or e-mail: sales@gulfi slands.net to be a part of this popular feature!
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Doris Lydia Rook passed away peacefully 
Saturday afternoon, Nov.12th at Lady Minto 
hospital. She is survived by her son Simon and 
his wife Heather.

Doris was known thoughout her life by 
the nicknames “Derb” and “Chips,” but on 
Saltspring everyone knew her as Doris.

Doris Lydia 
Rook

Born March 25th 1912, the youngest of eight, into a working class fam-
ily in Southall,Middlesex, to a Welsh father, Thomas Rees and a Gloucester 
mother, Lydia Wintle, she quickly expressed the desire to learn the piano, 
eventually earning her LRAM teaching diploma in 1939. But Doris loved 
performing, and over the years built up an impressive repertoire which in-
cluded Beethoven sonatas, Chopin and Liszt studies and the Greig piano 
concerto. During the war, she gave concerts for the departing and returning 
troops as part of the war effort, and later gave concerts numerous charities 
and causes. In 1997 she emigrated to Saltspring Island to spend her last 
years with Simon and Heather. She loved Saltspring and returned it’s hospi-
tality by giving two benefi t concerts for All Saints church with Simon, and 
a full recital for the residents of Heritage Place. In her suite at Heritage she 
would play for anyone who asked her, and at Lady Minto she played several 
times at Extendicare, the last time only a week before her death.

In 1946 she met the love of her life,the printer Frank Rook, and built 
a life together based on middle class values of hard work and thrift. After 
Frank’s untimely death in 1970 from cancer she never remarried.

Doris had a love of the outdoors. She hiked all over the British Isles with 
the YHA, and at age 58 she learnt to ski in Austria and went on many ski-
ing trips to the Alps with friends. At Heritage Place she would look out on 
Ganges Harbour or Mount Belcher and say, “It’s such a beautiful Island”. 
She had a deep faith, and felt that for all it’s imperfections, life was unfold-
ing according to a divine plan.

I wish to thank all the staff of Lady Minto for taking such good care of 
her.

A funeral service and gathering will be held at All Saints Anglican Church 
at 1pm on Monday Nov. 28th

DADOROTHY ANDERSON
Dorothy Anderson ( November 2, 1935) died 
peacefully with her family and dear friend, 

Rita Dods by her side on November 19, 2011. 
She leaves behind her three sons - Ken (Mary), 

Brien (Angela), Stuart (Crystal) and her 
grandchildren Elizabeth, Amy, Christina, 

Megan, Angelica, Branden and dear friends. 
She will be fondly remembered.

The family would like to say thank you to 
Dr. Woodley, all the nurses, careaids and 

support sta   for the care provided for 
Dorothy at Lady Minto and Greenwoods. 
Her  nal request was to have no service.

d

135 Crofton Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1T1

tel: 250-538-4845

PLEASE INCLUDE:
• Name of your loved one

• Name & address of next of kin so we can 
notify them of your gift.

•  Your name and address for tax receipt

REMEMBER...
a loved one with a gift to the 

Lady Minto Hospital Foundation’s 
Memorial Gifts program

www.ladymintofoundation.com

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

3rd Annual Legion

At Meaden Hall
Royal Canadian Legion

Sunday, Dec. 11
10 am - 4 pm

For details contact Fran @ 250.537.0710

Christmas
Crafts &
Collectibles Fair

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

The Island Arts Centre 
Society (ArtSpring) will 

hold its AGM on:
Saturday, December 3rd 
at 2:00 pm at Artspring
in the ArtSpring Gallery. 

In addition to the Annual 
Reports and the election 
of 4 Directors, the Board 
is proposing 3 amend-
ments to the IACS by-
laws to clarify a Direc-

tor’s “Terms” and 
“Years” of service on the 

IACS Board.

www.artspring.ca 

Diane PennyDiane Penny
Independent RepresentativeIndependent Representative

www.mysilpada/diane.pennywww.mysilpada/diane.penny
email: ladydiane@shaw.caemail: ladydiane@shaw.ca

250.538.7769
Have a party and get free jewellery!

WESTERN DANCE 
PARTY #2

November 24th, 2011 
Central Community Hall 

7:30 - 9:30 P.M. 
$5.00 per person 

or $10.00 per family
Everyone welcome 

Casual attire

Lady Minto 
Hospital 

Thrift Store
Christmas Sale

Sunday
Dec 4, 1 - 4pm

330 Lower Ganges Rd

Lots of Goodies

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

DEATHSDEATHS

DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

THANK YOU, 
SALT SPRING! 

I look forward to serving 
you as a school trustee. 

Yours truly, 
Rob Pingle.

COMING EVENTS

AL’S ASIAN TREASURES

WATCH FOR  the NDP ba-
zaar and garage sale on Dec 
3. Call 250-537-5347.

COMING EVENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

AMY MELIOUS Winter Open 
Studio. Sat. Nov 26, 10am to 
5pm. Original photographic 
artwork, reproductions, cards, 
calendars, class info. Hot cof-
fee, tea & delicious treats. 171 
Whims Rd.

FLOWERS BY 
ARRANGEMENT
520 Long Harbour Rd.

BLOW OUT
BARGAIN SALE

* Christmas Decor * Baskets 
* Candles * Ribbon * Vases 

* Wreaths * and more! *

Do your Christmas shopping 
at less than wholesale prices!

If you missed the  rst one...
don’t miss this one!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 26 & 27

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MULTI VENDOR
NEW TO YOU  SALE
at the indoor arena at 

Blennerhassett 
Equestrian Center, 
988 North End Rd.

Furniture
Tools

Clothing
Horse gear, etc.

8:30am - 2:30pm
Sat. Nov 26, 2011

INFORMATION

Overeaters Anonymous
250-931-5555

COMING EVENTS

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or 310-3535

or fax 250-537-2613
By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE BOOK YOUR AD  
ON-LINE

GULF ISLANDS

PUBLISHED 
WEDNESDAYS

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS  
$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea 

All ads are posted to BCClassi ed.com
EMPLOYMENT ADS  

3 line rate $14.96 - additional  
lines 1.25¢ ea 

All ads are posted to  
BCJobNetwork.com and  

BCClassi ed.com

Payment 
By cash, debit, 

Mastercard or Visa. 
Classifieds are prepaid 

unless you have 
an advertising account.

DISPLAY ADS  
$11.20 per col. inch

All ads booked in the Driftwood  
Classi eds appear on-line at 

www.bcclassi ed.com
Employment ads also listed on line at 

www.bcjobnetwork.com
Auto ads also listed on line at  

www.bcautocentral.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

Book your classi eds online  
- open 24 hours a day

www.gul slandsdriftwood.com
or

bcclassi ed.com

ily

CALL

250-537-9933

Doris Lydia Rook passed away peacefully Sat-
urday afternoon, Nov.12th at Lady Minto hospi-
tal. She is survived by her son Simon and his wife 
Heather.

Doris was known thoughout her life by the nick-
names “Derb” and “Chips,” but on Saltspring ev-

Doris Lydia 
Rook

eryone knew her as Doris.
Born March 25th 1912, the youngest of eight, into a working class fam-

ily in Southall,Middlesex, to a Welsh father, Thomas Rees and a Gloucester 
mother, Lydia Wintle, she quickly expressed the desire to learn the piano, 
eventually earning her LRAM teaching diploma in 1939. But Doris loved 
performing, and over the years built up an impressive repertoire which in-
cluded Beethoven sonatas, Chopin and Liszt studies and the Greig piano 
concerto. During the war, she gave concerts for the departing and returning 
troops as part of the war effort, and later gave concerts numerous charities 
and causes. In 1997 she emigrated to Saltspring Island to spend her last years 
with Simon and Heather. She loved Saltspring and returned it’s hospitality 
by giving two benefi t concerts for All Saints church with Simon, and a full 
recital for the residents of Heritage Place. In her suite at Heritage she would 
play for anyone who asked her, and at Lady Minto she played several times 
at Extendicare, the last time only a week before her death.

In 1946 she met the love of her life,the printer Frank Rook, and built a life 
together based on middle class values of hard work and thrift. After Frank’s 
untimely death in 1970 from cancer she never remarried.

Doris had a love of the outdoors. She hiked all over the British Isles with 
the YHA, and at age 58 she learnt to ski in Austria and went on many ski-
ing trips to the Alps with friends. At Heritage Place she would look out on 
Ganges Harbour or Mount Belcher and say, “It’s such a beautiful Island”. 
She had a deep faith, and felt that for all it’s imperfections, life was unfolding 
according to a divine plan.

I wish to thank all the staff of Lady Minto for taking such good care of her.
A funeral service and gathering will be held at All Saints Anglican Church 

at 1pm on Monday Nov. 28th.

S
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Come Home 
for Christmas!
Amid the tinsel, shopping and 
bustle is something missing in 
your celebration of Christmas?

On Tuesday evenings, beginning November 29, 
interested people are invited to Our Lady of Grace 

parish basement (135 Drake Road) at 
7:00 pm for conversation & exchange based on 

Fr. Robert Barron’s video series entitled Catholicism.

Contact us at 250-537-2150 
or ourladyofgrace@shaw.ca

See the Come Home for Christmas page 
on our website:  

www.ourladyofgrace-saltspring.ca

Evening of Christmas Music
featuring the United Church choir,
SILK, Don Fisher, Harp and other 
instrumentals

Sat. December 10th, @ 6pm
221 Vesuvius Bay Road

FREE ADMISSION
Food Bank & Copper Kettle Donations gratefully accepted

Connecting your giving with island needs

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the 
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000 
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning 
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

T H E a i m s 
and objectives of 
the LADY MINTO HOSPI-
TAL FOUNDATION are to 
raise funds which will be 
used to expand and en-
hance the delivery of medi-
cal care by the Hospital to 
Gulf Islands residents. 
You can help the Foundation 
attain these goals by a gift of 
funds, real or personal prop-
erty, memorial bequests, en-
dowments, life insurance or 
securities. 
All donations will be recog-
nized in the Hospital and re-
ceipts for Income Tax pur-
poses will be issued.

Please help YOUR 
Hospital so it 
can help YOU
 135 Crofton Rd.

Salt Spring Island, BC
V8K 1T1

250-538-4845
www.ladymintohospital

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGALS

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND 

OTHERS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
JAMES SCOTT 

CARMICHAEL DUNN, 
late of SALT SPRING 

ISLAND & PENDER IS-
LAND, 

DECEASED.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
given that creditors and 
others having claims 
against the estate of the 
above deceased are 
hereby required to send 
them to the undersigned 
at 2nd  Floor, 1225 
Douglas Street,  Victoria, 
BC V8W 2E6, before the 
11th day of January, 
2012, after which date 
the Executor will distrib-
ute the said estate 
among the parties enti-
tled thereto, having re-
gard only to the claims of 
which he then has no-
tice. 

BMO Trust Company
Executor

By its Solicitors
HORNE COUPAR

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGALS

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

AND OTHERS
Re: The estate of 
KIMBERLEY ELLEN 
HOBAN, a.k.a. KIMBER-
LY ELLEN HOBAN, De-
ceased, formerly of 161 
Norton Road, Salt Spring 
Island, BC, V8K 2P5.
Creditors and others 
having claims against the 
Estate of KIMBERLEY 
ELLEN HOBAN, are 
hereby notifi ed under 
section 38 of the Trustee 
Act that particulars of 
their claims should be 
sent to the Executors at 
Box 414, Ganges P.O., 
Salt Spring Island, BC, 
V8K 2W1, on or before 
December 8, 2011, after 
which date the Executors 
will distribute the estate 
among the parties enti-
tled to it,   having regard 
to the claims of which the    
Executor then has no-
tice. 
James Pasuta, 
Solicitor for the Estate of
KIMBERLEY ELLEN 
HOBAN, a.k.a. 
KIMBERLY ELLEN 
HOBAN.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

ASK YOURSELF what is your 
TIMESHARE worth? We will 
fi nd a buyer/renter for CA$H. 
NO GIMMICKS- JUST RE-
SULTS!  1-(888)879-7165.
www.BuyATimeshare.com

CANCEL YOUR TIME-
SHARE. NO Risk Program. 
STOP Mortgage & Mainte-
nance Payments Today. 100% 
Money Back Guarantee. Free 
Consultation. Call Us Now. We 
Can Help! 1-888-356-5248.

TRAVEL

BRING THE Family! Sizzling 
Specials at Florida’s Best 
Beach! New Smyrna Beach, 
FL. See it all at: 
www.nsbfl a.com/bonjour or 
Call 1-800-214-0166.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HOME BASED BUSINESS. 
We need serious and motivat-
ed people for expanding 
health & wellness industry. 
High speed internet and phone 
essential. Free online training. 
www.project4wellness.com

DRIVERS/COURIER/
TRUCKING

DRIVERS WANTED: Terrifi c career    
opportunity outstanding growth    
potential to learn how to locate rail 
defects. No Experience Needed!!  
Extensive paid travel, meal allow-
ance, 4 wks. vacation & benefi ts 
pkg. Skills Needed - Ability to travel 
3 months at a time Valid License w/ 
air brake endorsement. High School 
Diploma or GED.

Apply at www.sperryrail.com 
under careers, keyword Driver. 

DO NOT FILL IN CITY OR STATE

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program.  Financial aid 
if qualifi ed- Housing available. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (877)818-0783.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR TRAINING

Get Practical Skills
That Get Jobs

Vancouver Island University
training for over 50 years, 
No simulators. Low student / 
instructor ratio. 

1-888-920-2221 ext: 6130
www.viu.ca/

heavyequipment

HELP WANTED

HUGHSON TRUCKING INC. 
is looking for Class 1 Super-B 
fl atdeck drivers. Safety and 
Performance Bonuses, bene-
fi ts package, drug & alcohol 
policy. 2 years experience pre-
ferred. We will provide trans-
portation to Southern Alberta. 
Call 1-800-647-7995 ext 228 
or fax resume to 403-647-
2763

PARTS COUNTER 
PERSON

Experienced parts counter 
person required for North 
Island Ford Store. We pay 

competitive wages and offer 
benefi ts package.
Email resume to:
dlsales@telus.net

We are still hiring - Dozer &     
excavator operators required 
by a busy Alberta oilfi eld con-
struction company. We require 
operators that are experienced 
and preference will be given to 
operators that have construct-
ed oilfi eld roads and drilling    
locations. You will be provided 
with motels and restaurant 
meals. Competitive wages,    
bonus and transportation daily 
to and from job sites. Our work 
is in the vicinity of Edson,      
Alberta. Call 780-723-5051.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

DUNCAN/COWICHAN
Hooktender wanted.  
Machine experience 
an asset.  Wage and 
benefi ts as per USW 
Collective agreement.  
Fax 250-746-0388 or 
starlake@shaw.ca

WWORK ANTED

CARON CARPENTRY 
Serving Salt Spring Island for 
26 years. Construction, reno-
vations, property maintenance. 
John Caron. 250-537-9397, 
jbcaron@telus.net

CARPENTER/
 CONTRACTOR 

Journeyman available for 
additions, renovations, 

sunrooms, decks, 
concrete, etc. Electrical, 

plumbing, repairs, 
installations & 
fi nishing work

Concrete Formwork:
wall, slabs & footings

Island quality and 
integrity

Jim Anderson 
250-537-0779

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HOME CARE SUPPORT

EXP. MAT. Home Support 
worker, fl uent English and 
Dutch. Understand German. 
Degree in Home Economics. 
250-727-0620

PERSONAL SERVICES

LEGAL SERVICES

CRIMINAL RECORD?
Guaranteed Record Removal 

since 1989. Confi dential, Fast, & 
Affordable. Our A+BBB Rating 

assures EMPLOYMENT &
TRAVEL FREEDOM.

Call for FREE INFO. BOOKLET
1-8-NOW-PARDON
(1-866-972-7366)

RemoveYourRecord.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer Ser-
vice for troubleshooting, soft-
ware & networking support.  
We do house calls. 250-537-
2827 or cel. 250-538-7017. 
Please go & back-up your im-
portant data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

GARDENING

GARDEN 
ESSENTIALS

Fall clean up, 
pruning and 

residential snow 
removal

 

-Diploma of Hort-
Bryan 250-537-6750

HAULING AND SALVAGE

PETS

PETS

FREE KITTY CAT! Sweet little 
5 year old “Precious” aka 
“Smarty Pants” needs a new 
home. She is well behaved, 
polite, spayed and loves to 
hunt. Food and litter box incl. 
Phone 250-537-1005.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE BY OWNER

AFFORDABLE LIVING @ 
$179,500. Financing available 
for this 2 bdrm, 2 baths, 1000 
sq. ft. home in Brinkworthy; a 
55 plus community. 250-538-
8564.

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES
Damaged House? 

Pretty House?  Moving? 
Divorcing? Estate Sale?

We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and

House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?

We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments

and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

STUDIO, OFFICE and storage 
spaces for rent. Great light, tall 
ceilings, ground fl oor access. 
320 Upper Ganges Road. 537-
5340.

COTTAGES

500 sq. ft., 1 BR, 3 km. fr. 
town. Cat ok. Single quiet per-
son. NS, avail. immediately. 
$675/mo.+ util. 537-9514.

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

BUILDING SUPPLIES
See us for a fast quote on all your building requirements

FlooringHeatingEavesPlumbingRoofi ng

SLEGG LUMBER LTD.804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-4978

FUEL/FIREWOOD
FIREWOODCut, split & deliveredMARCO250-537-6170

SEASONED FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest fi re-
wood producer offers fi rewood 
legally obtained during forest 
restoration, large cords. Help 
restore your forest,  
Burndrywood.com  
1-877-902-WOOD.

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
KONIG & SON
Serving Salt Spring

28 years

Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and

logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

PAUL’S FIREWOOD
GREAT SERVICE!
Custom bucking & 

splitting
Ph. 250-537-4660

Paul Konig
Will buy fi rewood logs.

GARAGE SALES

FLOWERS BY ARRANGE-
MENT. Blow Out Bargain 
Sale. Christmas Decor, Bas-
kets, Candles, Ribbon, Vases, 
Wreaths and more. 520 Long 
Harbour Rd. Saturday & Sun-
day, Nov. 26th and 27th. 10 - 
4. Do your Christmas shop-
ping at less than wholesale 
prices! If you missed the fi rst 
one ... don’t miss this one!

GARAGE SALES

116 HOWELL LANE, $10 and 
under - everything must go! 2 
glass patio tables with umbrel-
las, 2 matching chairs, box of 
VHS kids videos, men’s hock-
ey skates, size 10. Ladies 
steel toes, size 8 & shoes 7-
1/2-8, toaster oven, etc. Tram-
poline, $20. Work-out bench, 
with weights, $20 etc. Brand 
new scooter with helmet, half 
price, $1,000. Saturday & Sun-
day, all day, early birds wel-
come.

INDOOR GARAGE sale. 510 
Horel Rd. (off Stewart) Sat, 
Nov. 26, 8am. Lots of great 
stuff.

LIONS GARAGE Sales & 
Drop Offs: Fridays & Satur-
days only, 10am - 12pm. Many 
household items. We do not 
accept large appliances, drap-
eries or clothing. Drop-offs ac-
cepted only on Fri. & Sat. 
morning. Please no garbage!! 
103 Bonnet Ave.

SEACHANGE CANADIAN
Gifts is having a Garage Sale 
on Saturday Nov 26 as a 
benefi t for the Food Bank. 
Sale will include goods donat-
ed by SeaChange staff plus 
some random items made re-
dundant by our recent renova-
tion. Enjoy a cup of coffee or 
hot apple juice while you 
browse our treasures. 9am to 
12pm at 334 Upper Ganges 
Road, across from the Mini 
Storage. Please, please, 
please – no early birds! See 
you there!

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

1 CARGO CAGE for any 2001 
Ford Explorer Sport trac. Ask-
ing $300. Phone 250-537-
5737 ask for Jason.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

4’x8’ Pool Table, good shape, 
billiard, snooker, cues, rack. 
$200. Weight bench, barbell, 
dumbell, weights $30. Wanted, 
kitchen cabinets. 250-537-
1677.

CAN’T GET Up Your Stairs? 
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call 
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention 
this ad & get 10% off your new 
Stairlift! Call 1-866-981-5990.

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com/news-
paper?

MICROFIBRE LUXURY Sofa 
Ste $399., Lazy-Boy Reclining 
Sofa $399.; Leather or Micro-
fi bre Sofa, Loveseat & Chair 
w/5 Built-In Recliners $1199.; 
Coffee Table Sets from $199., 
Lamps from $10.; Solid Wood 
5Pc Dinette $159., Oak Ped-
estal Table w/5 Arrowback 
chairs $299.; Desks, Bookcas-
es from $49.; Solid Maple 
Bedroom Ste $699., Wood 
Bunk-Beds w/Mattresses 
$499.; 39”, 54”, Q/Size Mat-
tress Sets from $199., While 
Stock Lasts! VIC & TONI’S 
RETIREMENT Special: no 
HST on All Like New & Used 
Furniture, Mattresses, Tools & 
Hdwe!  BUY & SAVE 9818 4th 
St., Sidney. buyandsave.ca 

WOODEN SLAT and fabric 
seat/back rocking chair, $20; 
cartop rack for 2 prs. of skis, 
$25. 250-537-5625.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE - 

New To You
Deadline 

10 am 

Tuesday

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card

Who 
reads us?

83%
of newspaper readers 

on Salt Spring
- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY
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   ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

1 Bedroom Home
Semi Furnished, half of a duplex with your own 
driveway and private yard, available immediately, 
long term, N/S .............................................................$750

Mid Island Home
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom (shower only), W/D, electric 
& wood heat, shared property, cat okay, N/S, long 
term ...............................................................................$750

Lake Front Home
2 bedroom plus den, fully furnished, hot tub, W/D, 
N/P, N/S, electric heat, avail immediately ..........$1250

Ocean View Home
3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, close to town, 
Wood/electric heat, W/D, N/S, N/P Available 
Immediately ..............................................................$1350

High End Oceanfront Home
2 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, large garage, W/D, N/S, N/P
Walk to Fulford Ferry, bright and sunny, on shared 
property, long term, avail immediately ...............$1475

Ocean View Home on Churchill
2 bedroom home walk to town, beach and trails, 
fully furnished, rent includes phone, cable, internet 
and electricity; tenant pays for oil and/or wood heat.  
Available January to March 2012, N/S, N/P ......$1550

Call 250.537.5577 
Residential Management

Property Management Ltd.
REGINALD HILL, 
3 BDRM, 
2 BATH 
SCHUBART 
DESIGNED 
SECLUDED 
RETREAT. COULD 
BE RENTED 
FURNISHED, 
$1500 PER 
MONTH, NS NP

SPACIOUS 2 STOREY,  
2  BDRM PLUS DEN 
NEAR CENTRAL. 
AVAILABLE  LONG 
TERM. $1,100/MO.

VESUVIUS, 
2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 
WELL MAINTAINED 
CHARACTER  HOME, 
AVAILABLE NOV 1.
$1300/MO.

RENTALS

COTTAGES

COTTAGES ON St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP. 
Starting at $700/mo., available 
Oct 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BDRM HOME semi fur-
nished, half of a duplex with 
your own driveway and private 
yard, avail. immediately, long 
term, NS, $750. Contact Island 
Explorer Property Manage-
ment 250-537-4722.

2 BDRM MOBILE home. New-
ly renovated. WD. Deck backs 
on 10 acres, also owned by 
landowner. Avail. immed. Call 
250-537-6860.

2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 baths, on 
quiet acreage on mountain 
view road. Very sunny expo-
sure. Large decks with an 
ocean view. Long term rental 
available. House will be 
available for rent on Dec 5th. 
780-887-2359

2 BEDROOM luxury town-
house, 3 baths, WD, laundry 
room, gas fi replace. Hardwood 
fl oors, swimming pool in com-
plex. Close to town, $1200/ 
mo. Avail. immed. Call 250-
537-6860.

3-4 BEDROOM, 2 bath house 
on acreage. North End. $1,200 
per month. Damage deposit 
required. 653-2354

3 BDRM Fulford, near school 
& ferry. $1300. Avail. now, NS. 
valoian@shaw.ca, 250-595-
6002.

3 BDRM House, one level, 2 
baths, large kitchen, 5 acres, 
private, sunny, available now 
$1500/mo - call 250-930-7655 
or 250-526-0286. RENT TO 
OWN option available also.

3 BDRM, near Central, lake 
view, newly renovated, 1.5 
baths, carport, workshop, WD, 
NS, long-term. Avail. Dec 1, 
$1350/mo plus util. Tel. 250-
537-4413.

4 BEDROOM house. 3 baths, 
kitchen/dining, living room 
(with wood stove) & family rm. 
Sunny, fenced, fl at 1/2 acre 
garden –  on Maliview.  Non 
smoking. Separate garage/ 
workshop $1500/month. Avail. 
now. Call 250-537-4654.

ATTRACTIVE TRAILER, 
view, centrally located, quiet 
acreage. Insulated, metal roof, 
full kitchen, Queen bed, lots of 
storage. NS. $550/mo. 250-
653-9898.

HIGH END oceanfront  home. 
2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, large 
garage, WD, NS, NP.  Walk to 
Fulford Ferry, bright & sunny, 
on shared property, long term, 
avail immed. $1475. Contact 
Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

LAKE FRONT home. 2 bdrm 
plus den, fully furnished, hot 
tub, WD, NP, NS, electric 
heat, avail. immed. $1250. 
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management 250-537-
4722.

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

LARGE OCEAN view Studio 
Suite 5 appl. Lower walkout 
level, upp level tenanted, Mid 
Island, NS, NP $850. Diversi-
fi ed Properties. 250-537-9766.

LOVELY 2 BDRM. South-fac-
ing Vesuvius home in a natural 
setting close to amenities. 
$1160. 250-537-2809.

MID ISLAND home, 1 bdrm, 1 
bath (shower only), WD, elec-
tric & wood heat. Shared prop-
erty, cat ok, NS, long term, 
$750. Contact Island Explorer 
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

OCEAN VIEW 2 bdrm home 
on Collins Rd. Wood stove, 
electric heat, F/S W/D, gar-
dens, decks, quiet area, 
cable/internet. Lovely & clean 
$925 plus utils. 604-946-7822 
or marika.mayer@telus.net

OCEAN VIEW 2 bdrm house, 
great view from all rooms. 2 
min drive to Ganges. 
$1200/mo. Looking for mature 
couple. NS, ND, all appl. New 
fl ooring, fresh paint, wood-
stove and baseboard heating. 
250-538-8700.

OCEAN VIEW home, 3 bdrm, 
1.5 bath, close to town, wood/ 
electric heat, WD, NS, NP. 
Avail immed. $1350. Contact 
Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

OCEAN VIEW home on 
Churchill, 2 bdrm home, walk 
to town, beach and trails. Fully 
furnished, rent incl. phone, 
cable, internet and electricity. 
Tenant pays for oil and/or 
wood heat. Avail. Jan to March 
2012, NS, NP, $1550. Contact 
Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

OCEAN VIEWS over Ganges 
Harbor.  1 large bedroom, 1 
bath w/ tub, kitchen and living 
room; wood stove; open, 
charming upper fl oor of house; 
deck. Close to town. Fully fur-
nished.  $800 plus utilities. 
Call 250-537-4097.

QUIET PRIVATE 1 or 2 bed 
waterfront cabin for rent.  Avail 
Dec. 1 to June 1.  NS, cat ok, 
no dogs.  References please.  
250-537-2728

REGINALD HILL, 3 bdrm, 2 
baths, Schubart Designed, se-
cluded retreat, could be rented 
furnished, $1500/mo, NS, NP. 
Contact Royal Property Man-
agement at 250-537-5577.

SATURNA Island - Beautiful 1750 
sft. Log Home on an acreage over-
looking Lyall Harbour, available for 
long term lease or rent to own - 3 
bedroom/2 bath. Rent is $850/mo, 
full amount credited toward pur-
chase with an agreement. Fully fur-
nished and equipped if needed for 
an additional monthly amount. If 
you would like to live on the quiet 
Gulf Island call 250.294.9471 or 
email cps2u@yahoo.com.

SPACIOUS 2 STOREY, 2 
bdrm plus den near Central. 
Available long term. $1100/ 
mo. Contact Royal Property 
Management Ltd. 250-537-
5577.

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

TWO BEDROOMS, two four 
piece bathrooms home for rent 
near Fulford. Sunny and pri-
vate farm setting, garden area, 
lawn, storage shed, possible 
small studio. Non smoking, 
available now. $950 per month 
250-653-4352.
VESUVIUS 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
well maintained character 
home. Avail. Nov 1. $1300. 
Contact Royal Property Man-
agement Ltd., 250-537-5577.
WINTER RENTAL, Dec. 1 to 
Mar 31. Furnished home over-
looking Fulford Valley, 2 Bdrm, 
2 bath. Warm, Bright with sky-
lights, wood & elect. heat, 
WDD, NS, NP Ref. please 
$900 plus hydro for ideal ten-
ant. 250-653-4117.

STORAGE

BOAT STORAGE: DRY en-
closed storage with concrete 
fl oor. Up to 27 ft 4 inches in 
length with 10 ft clearance. 
$200 per month. Call Gary at 
537-9605 or 538-7740.
MID ISLAND STORAGE250-537-4722

SUITES, LOWER

ONE BEDROOM, suite for 
rent in Vesuvius. Utilities, 
cable and Internet included. 
Shared laundry. Partially fur-
nished. Suitable for quiet, ma-
ture single or couple. No 
smoking/no pets. $800/mo. 
Please call to view. Referenc-
es required. 250-537-1970.

 WANTED TO RENT

WAREHOUSE RENTAL re-
quired- 2000sq ft shed with 
150 amp+ 03 phase power & 
overhead door. Hydrocarbon 
contaminated premises pre-
ferred. Facility will be used for 
processing used motor-oil la-
beled as hazardous material. 
asif_sadeque@yahoo.com
604-440-6663.

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO ACCESSORIES/
PARTS

4 GOOD YEAR Nordic winter 
tires on rims. P195/60 R15. 
$350. 250-537-2920.

HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

Auto Loans Approved!
Free Delivery BC/AB.
Lowest rates always 

Approved.
Take advantage Now Like 

so many others.
Cars trucks suvs Vans top dollar 

for trades. Apply online: 
autocredit911.com 

or call tollfree
1-888-635-9911 Now!!!!

DreamCatcher Auto Loans
“0” Down, Bankruptcy OK - 

Cash Back ! 15 min Approvals
1-800-910-6402
www.PreApproval.cc

CARS 

1994 OLDS 88, loaded, 144k, 
new battery. $2200. 537-5668.

MOTORCYCLES

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL

SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted 
We buy scrap batteries from 
cars, trucks & heavy equip. 
$4.00 & up each. Free pick-up   
anywhere in BC, Minimum 10. 
Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

VTRUCKS & ANS

1999 GMC short box, 4 x 4 
crew-cab truck. Very well 
maintained, reliable vehicle. 
Comes with headache rack 
and canopy. Must sell $3500, 
obo. 259-538-7012.

MARINE

BOATS
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fi ll

This Week’s 

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Social, cultural and perhaps philosophical and 
spiritual events are being stimulated with this 
Solar Eclipse. This will have a direct effect 
on relationships as well. This infl uence stands 
to more directly affect your professional and 
social sphere than personal. At worst, you may 
feel overwhelmed by people and events and 
may feel lost somehow. Clarify your priorities.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
As the game progresses, you may feel more 
determined to preserve at least and ideally 
increase you lot. To this end you may hold 
your cards closer, asking more questions yet 
offering fewer answers. Official dealings 
linked to fi nances, investments, insurance and 
so on are likely. A steep learning curve is also 
implied. Yet new beginnings will be met with 
enthusiasm and determination.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
The focus is shifting, directing the spotlight 
onto your relationships. Speaking your truth 
verses what you think others will want to hear 
will prove important. Yet a soul searching 
process will continue. The goal is to access 
your inner truth and knowing linked to how 
past choices are affecting your current reality. 
Acknowledge the rules and laws.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
Your health and the overall quality of your 
lifestyle will take on added importance now. 
You will be moved, perhaps pushed to pay 
attention to the details. How subconscious 
realities affect you consciously and/or better 
understanding the mind/body link could prove 
invaluable, perhaps necessary. Aim to be clean, 
clear and fi t inside and out!
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
A big creative wave is washing in. Yet, you 
will have to make extra efforts to remain 
focused. Curbing the lures of curiosity for its 
own sake is featured. Follow through on your 
visions and turning thoughts into actions, is the 
test. You may have to be the producer, director 
and actor of your own show. If any Sign can do 
that, it is Leo!
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
Some measurable shifts and changes close to 
home are rolling in. While your living space 
is implied, your inner state of confi dence may 
be paramount. Consider that home is where 
your heart is literally. Gaining the cooperation 
of family members to support you in realizing 
your goals will prove extra important. Observe 
your feelings, but avoid getting lost in them.
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)

An adventurous cycle is being activated. Social 
activity, excursions, active communications 
and networking will increase. This will 
coincide with a sharpening of your focus. 
You stand to be a lot more studious as well. 
Deciphering all the means and avenues to 
increase returns on investments is highlighted. 
Getting enough attention and affection is also 
up for review.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Finding new and better ways to stimulate your 
income is on your mind. Alternatively, the 
focus may be on development of your talents 
to achieve the same goal. Either way, security 
pressures are on the rise. Your social network 
is poised to expand in the New Year and being 
prepared to capitalize and/or deepen your 
skills is ideal.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
With the Solar Eclipse New Moon in your 
sign, an expansive urge is rising. Sharpening 
your focus to improve your self-image will be 
activated. The way you look may gain your 
attention but probably not as much as the 
impact you feel you are having on others. Not 
scattering your focus will prove important. 
Also be careful not to project moralistic 
expectations on others.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
A period of introspection is being activated 
now. Clearing limiting beliefs and attitudes 
may feel necessary. Retreat whether for 
intellectual, psychological, spiritual and/
oromantic purposes will feel right. Giving 
fully and sincerely of yourself to others may be 
required for true success and inner peace. Heed 
your inner authority.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Changes linked to friends, clubs and social 
networks are likely. Increasing your social 
connections and influence begins now. Big 
dreams are brewing, but you will have to take 
clear and realistic initiatives to activate them, 
which will build your confi dence measurably. 
Balance long term practical considerations 
with shorter term social stimulations.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Your career, social and or public standing 
is poised to change. A boost or promotion 
is quite possible. Making good of previous 
successes to this end will prove important. 
Your willingness to gather new tools and or 
skills is featured. Expect changes and work 
cooperatively and strategically with them. 
Avoid scattering, take initiatives and go for it!

Horoscope 
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.888.352.2936

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

537•7148

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

    Stay Connected
be part of the 

Driftwood’s online community.
Sign up for breaking news, a weekly 

news digest  E-dition, Facebook community 
updates, and short, timely messages via Twitter.

driftwoodgimedia.com/signup.html

2006 HONDA Civic Si 73,000 
kms, 6 speed manual 
trans.  DOHC, iVtech.  K&N 
Cold Air Intake.  CD player, 
steering wheel audio controls, 
sunroof, loaded, $16,900 obo. 
250-537-7436
––––––––––––––––––––––––
GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL will 
refund 50% of the cost of your 
eyetest with the purchase of 
prescription frames & lenses. 
Lancer Building, 250-537-2648.
––––––––––––––––––––––––
SAM ANDERSON Appliance 
Repair; prompt, reliable, pro-
gessional service. 250-537-
5268.
––––––––––––––––––––––––

MY HEARTFELT Gratitude, to 
my family, friends, and com-
munity who offered me their 
support and encouragement 
throughout the campaign and 
at the polls.  Regardless of the 
outcome, I will continue to of-
fer my support to the individu-
als who struggle in our school 
district and to build bridges 
where I am able. Warmest Re-
gards, Cindy Clark
––––––––––––––––––––––––
600 SQ FT.  1 bdrm cabin, south 
end, long-term $850/mo plus 
util. WD, FS, NS, no dogs. 250-
653-9040.
––––––––––––––––––––––––

DEADLINE FOR 
TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY 

IS 2:0OPM TUESDAY
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Photos of the day at:
SaltSpringPhotos.com

John Cameron
250.538.2218

Driftwoodrifttwo
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this week sponsored by:

www.driftwoodgimedia.com

WORKSHOPS

5 Rhythms workshop running 
at Stowel Lake Farm on Dec. 3

LOCAL AUTHORS

African boarding school experience 
informs new novel by island author
Book sales benefi t 

Kongwa school

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring resident Anthony 
Edwards reveals a fascinating 
world that has seldom been 
examined in literature with 
his debut novel, The Slope of 
Kongwa Hill.

Set in colonial Tanganyika 
(now Tanzania) almost 60 
years ago, the book is a fic-
tionalized account of Edwards’ 
own experience at a remote 
English boarding school in the 
African bush, located on the 
grounds of a notorious failed 
agricultural scheme.

Although a fi rst-time author 
(many will know Edwards as 
a driver for Salt Spring’s tran-
sit system) he has had a long 
career in the arts, beginning 
as a photographer and moving 
to television and then adver-
tising. He began keeping the 
notes that would form most 
of his personal research as 
early as 1984, when he became 
an early adopter of the home 
computer.

“I didn’t think I’d ever write 
a book — I really didn’t. I 
thought I’d write a record for 
my kids,” Edwards said. 

“I only really started when 
we moved to Salt Spring, and 
fortunately I had all these 
notes.”

Kongwa School was a tem-
porary, co-ed facility that 

existed for just 10 years while 
a permanent boarding school 
was being constructed in 
another location. It made use 
of the abandoned buildings 
originally constructed for the 
failed “Groundnut Scheme,” 
but in taking advantage of that 
opportunity, resulted in creat-
ing a facility that was many 
miles away from the nearest 
town.

Edwards was just nine years 
old when he fi rst arrived at the 
school in 1952, and although 
he had lived at boarding 
schools since he was three 
and a half — his parents had 
worked and lived in Nigeria, 
where the climate was deemed 
unhealthy — he had never 
been so isolated or experi-
enced such an alien landscape, 
where poisonous snakes were 
abundant and children were 
known to be carried off by 
crocodiles.

Looking back on this 
remarkable environment 
many decades later, Edwards 
admits he was very unhappy 
in the early days, due to being 
away from his parents for the 
long school term, the school’s 
strictness and the constant 
fear of beatings. In addition to 
the outside dangers (includ-
ing situations with “shades of 
Lord of the Flies”), there was 
the harsh discipline handed 
out by headmaster, teachers 
and student prefects at every 
opportunity.

“But it was very free — and 

boys like that,” Edwards said. 
The same unfenced openness 
to the wilderness, which forced 
children to fi ght off hyenas just 
to get to the outhouse at night, 
also provided them the oppor-
tunity to explore. The students 
were essentially unsupervised 
except for needing to attend 
their classes and meals.

The school’s remote location 
became more of a drawback 
when famine hit the country. 
Fresh food had to be trucked 
in from the nearest town, but 
when supplies came they 
were often short on meat. The 
senior boys had the responsi-
bility of hunting for game, and 
a large concrete platform in 
the yard doubled as laundry 
table and butchering station.

Luckily for Edwards, and his 
readers, the experience wasn’t 
all bad.

“As we got older we started 
learning the ropes and learned 
to be more careful,” he said. 
“And then we started getting 
into girls.” A central theme of 
the book is therefore the boy 
Edwards’ coming of age and 
his relationship with Hazel, 
an older student who offers to 
teach him about girls.

Edwards has incorpo-
rated much research into the 
novel, having contacted fellow 
Kongwa alumni and histori-
cal records, as well as drawing 
from his own memories for the 
emotional content and char-
acter arc. Although the story 
he tells is largely his own — he 

has not changed his name or 
those of the other characters — 
he has approached the content 
as a novel rather than a strict 
memoir for honesty’s sake.

“For me, the integrity of a 
memoir or autobiographical 
account requires an extraordi-
nary amount of verification,” 
Edwards explained, adding 
that he has included a lot of 
dialogue that is believable and 
could have happened, but that 
no one can remember for sure.

“The other thing is that, given 
that I’m not a famous author 
(befi tting a memoir), I had to 
fi nd a way to give the story over 
in a very interesting way.”

While Edwards’ former 
school mates, now located all 
around the globe, have certain-
ly appreciated his initiative and 
the resulting product, his real 
target audience is all the people 
who know nothing about this 
unique place and time.

“I didn’t write the book for 
Kongwians, but for the rest of 
the world, because no one else 
has. It’s 10 years of the Earth’s 
history and there is no record 
of it.”

The Slope of Kongwa Hill is 
available locally at Salt Spring 
Books and Volume II, and 
is also available in all major 
e-book formats through Ama-
zon. Half of the profits from 
book sales will benefit Mnya-
kongo School, the impover-
ished facility that now serves 
some 800 Wagogo children in 
Kongwa today.

VOLUNTEERISM

Salt Spring teacher takes year to volunteer in Bhutan
Info/fundraising session Dec. 8

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Middle School teacher Martin 
Thorn will be trading his island students for 
those in the Kingdom of Bhutan when he 
embarks on a year-long volunteer program 
this January.

It will be a strange absence both for Thorn 
and for the island — he’s been teaching for 
over two decades and has been at the mid-
dle school since it opened in 1996. But with 
his own children now grown and out of the 
house, Thorn said he has a feeling it’s time for 
a change.

For most of 2012, Thorn and his wife Tara 
Hollingsworth will live in one of the few 
nations where Buddhism is the offi cial reli-
gion. Bhutan is around the size of Switzer-
land, has a population of less than 750,000 
(about the same as Vancouver Island) and 

became the world’s newest democracy in 
2007. The school curriculum is taught in Eng-
lish.

The country has become known around 
the world for institutionalizing the concept 
of Gross National Happiness instead of Gross 
National Product and has progressive envi-
ronmental policies. 

At the same time, the lifestyle of most of its 
people hasn’t changed much since the mid-
dles ages, with an agrarian culture that’s still 
highly influenced by religious practices — 
and where outside visitors have been permit-
ted, in small numbers, only since the 1960s.

When he started looking into the possi-
bilities for teaching abroad through a friend’s 
recruiting agency, Thorn was happy to fi nd 
there was a seeming wealth of possibilities. 
But as many spots were already filled, the 
choices narrowed until one location stood 
out as a place where he wouldn’t lose a con-
nection to the local culture. 

“I feel like Bhutan chose me in a sense,” said 

Thorn, after passing a lengthy application 
process and providing formal documents 
and certifi cates. The added complication of a 
royal wedding in Bhutan, which slowed down 
the small country’s bureaucratic process over 
the summer, meant he received fi nal confi r-
mation of his acceptance through the Bhutan 
Canada Foundation just four weeks ago.

During his preparations Thorn connected 
with Martha and Matthew Pennock, the con-
sultants who were contracted by the King-
dom of Bhutan to measure GNH among its 
citizens and create a plan for incorporating 
the concept into daily life.

“People who have been there say it’s going 
to be a fantastic experience — it’s not like 
anything else and the people are awesome,” 
Thorn said, adding he’s been advised students 
will likely miss weeks of school throughout 
the year to prepare for various festivals.

“I guess the culture comes fi rst. They’ve got 
their priorities set and it’s all about life.”

Thorn and Hollingsworth have been raising 

funds to cover their travelling and application 
expenses, with anything extra going toward 
the Bhutan Canada Foundation to support 
education programs. Once in Bhutan their 
living expenses will be covered, although they 
will be getting used to an entirely different 
(and less convenient) lifestyle.

An information session and fundraising 
event will take place Thursday, Dec. 8, 6:30 
p.m. at Barb’s Buns where Thorn and Hol-
lingsworth will describe their upcoming vol-
unteer adventure and their reasons for taking 
it on.

Robert Bateman will show slides of his 
own travels to the country. Prints by Bate-
man and original paintings by other artists 
will be for sale and there will be music, wine 
and munchies. The couple is hoping to host 
50 people who will bring along their cheque 
books and donate whatever they can.

“I think the experience will offer so, so 
much when I come back, in terms of new 
perspectives I’ll have,” Thorn said. 

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

Session for beginners and beyond

Internationally renowned 5 Rhythms instructor 
Bettina Rothe will be on Salt Spring Island for a spe-
cial one-day workshop on Saturday, Dec. 3 at Stowel 
Lake Farm. 

The 5 Rhythms are a form of ecstatic dance, a 
workshop for body and soul, a moving mediation 
and a spiritual practice. 

“Dancing the 5 Rhythms can be expressive, fun 
and transformative,” explains press material. “It 
gives us the opportunity to fi nd freedom in motion, 

states of heightened awareness, profound healing, 
and the inspiration for living a creative and fulfi lling 
life.”

The workshop is suitable for beginners and more 
advanced participants. 

Cost is $95 (and includes a delicious vegetarian 
meal). Students and seniors are eligible for discounts. 

The class is from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at The Gate-
house, 190 Reynolds Rd.

For more information or to register, contact Jen-
nifer Lloyd at 250-653-4308 or email Jennifer@stow-
ellakefarm.com.
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Sports&
Recreation

NOV. 28 - DEC. 5 , 2011TH TH

ONLY ONE WEEK!
THE GOAL IS 10,000 ITEMS!

Proudly supported by:

FILL THE SSI COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
INITIATIVESALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE RESCUE

THAT'S ONE ITEM FROM
EVERY PERSON ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND - PLEASE
DROP OFF DONATIONS AT
THE GANGES FIRE HALL

graphic, & solutionsweb print

Check out our
Facebook page:

Grey Cup Party
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27THSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH

Kick Off at 3:30pmKick Off at 3:30pm
BIG SCREEN (10’x8’) for great viewingBIG SCREEN (10’x8’) for great viewing

Football Food • Lots of Refreshments available

Legion Branch 92
120 Blain Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
250-537-5822 | legionbr92@shaw.ca

Thanks Mike

VOLLEYBALL

Senior boys head to provincials

Funds appreciated for  

Kelowna trek 

The GISS senior boys volleyball 
team is heading to Kelowna next 
week after a convincing upset vic-
tory over provincially ranked Lam-
brick Park at the island champion-
ship this past weekend.  

As reported by team coach Kellie 
Booth, the Scorpions completed 
the round-robin portion of the 
island play-offs with a perfect 6-0 
set record over Wellington, Wood-
lands and Lambrick Park. Led by 

dynamic setting duo Lukas Wenzel 
and Ben Richardson, the local boys 
had little trouble defeating Welling-
ton and Woodlands from Nanaimo.  

Next up was a rematch with 
Lambrick Park, a team the Scorpi-
ons had lost to earlier in the season. 

“A much-improved Scorpions 
team out-worked the favoured 
Lambrick Park Lions and defeated 
them in two straight hard-fought 
games,” said Booth. “Chris Perrins 
played his best ball of the season 
replacing power hitter Michael 
Elsser, who was unavailable due 

to illness. Ethan Frigon patrolled 
the net, while Gaelen White served 
tough and made solid passes from 
the back row. Aaryn Funk stopped 
the powerful Lambrick attack at 
the net with his blocking, while his 
brother Jason Funk dug hits from 
the back row.”

Saturday the boys found them-
selves in the catbird seat going 
directly to the semi-fi nals against 
the host team, Pacific Christian 
Pacers. The young Scorpions 
played a fl awless fi rst set but fell to 
the Pacers in the third game.   

That set up a rematch with the 
motivated top seed, Lambrick 
Park and the final berth to pro-
vincials on the line. The Scorpions 
lost only one set in the best-of-fi ve 
games match. Heavy hitting by 
Jackson Sweetnam and the quick 
attack of Kyle Matheson rattled 
their opponents. Carson McCor-
mick blocked everything within 
reach of his big frame and what-
ever he couldn’t get, libero Matt 
Stubbs scrambled to scoop up. 
Elsser chipped in with timely hits 
and power tips that kept the Lions 
off balance.

“In the end, the Scorpions were 
the better team,” said Booth.  

Sweetnam and Wenzel were 
named to the second all-star team, 
while Matheson was recognized as 
a fi rst team all-star. 

The young team will gain valu-
able experience when they are 
matched up against the top high 
school volleyball teams in B.C. 
from Nov. 30 through Dec. 3.

Anyone wishing to support the 
boys’ trip to Kelowna can make 
donations designated for Senior 
Boys Volleyball to the Gulf Islands 
School District Educational Trust 
Fund at the school board offi ce.

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Grade 11 setter Ben Richardson gets above a Wellington blocker. 

MEN’S SOCCER

Old Boys score another victory
Alumni ringers help seal the win

Salt Spring’s Old Boys beat the snowy weather and 
their opponents with a 3-1 win against Vantreights in 
Victoria on Sunday afternoon.

Thanks to a few guest players from Salt Spring 
Alumni, notably Jesse Fisher and Graham Tweddle, 
the Old Boys took to the fi eld with some extra skill and 
stability, according to team spokesperson Richard 
Steel.

Fisher wasted little time to make his presence felt 
and scored two goals while Tweddle added a third.

The late-game goal means Tweddle has scored 
in each of his last three games, a streak he hasn’t 

equalled since 1979, Steel said.
Andrew Haigh hit the crossbar as the Old Boys 

piled the pressure onto a dispirited and outplayed 
Vantreights team.

“An excellent performance and a good result,” Steel 
said. “We could have scored more. Having some of the 
Alumni with us was great and helped us seal the win.”

The Old Boys will try and win a second-consecutive 
game when the team hosts VW Scottish at the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School fi eld on Sunday, Nov. 27 at 
10:30 a.m.

In Vancouver Island Soccer League news, the 
Masters B team had the week off and Salt Spring 
FC’s match against Powell River Villa was cancelled 
because of the weather.

Summer Games they just started 
pulling out all the stops.”

Shoppers can contribute to Long 
Harbour to London 2012 by drop-
ping their grocery receipts into 
the campaign’s very own grocery 
tape box at Country Grocer’s Lower 
Ganges Road store.

“It is not cheap to feed an Olym-
pic athlete,” Scanlan said. “Richard 
needs to eat very well and he eats 

a lot.”
Clarke and his sailing partner 

Tyler Bjorn are currently in Fre-
mantle, Western Australia where 
they will spend the next three 
weeks training for the 2011 Star 
World Championships, the first 
opportunity to qualify Canada for a 
spot for the Star class at the London 
Olympic Games.

Clarke and Bjorn have a $400,000 
budget for the nine months lead-
ing up to the games. The budget 
includes boats, sails, equipment, 

coaching and training staff, and 
logistics. The team must still raise 
about $160,000 to fulfi ll the train-
ing and competition plans they’ve 
made.  

Scanlan encourages individual 
islanders and organizations to help 
the campaign by using the Country 
Grocer tape box, buying a T-shirt 
and attending a local fundraising 
event.

For more information, check out 
the team’s website at www.clarkeb-
jornsailing.com.

Olympic fundraising drive buoyed 
OLYMPIC SAILING
continued from A1
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proudly 
sponsored by

Watch next week’s Driftwood 
for your CHRISTMAS PASSPORT

• Win 1 night at Poet’s Cove Resort, including transportation 
by Salt Spring Air

PLUS:
• Sample a “Glowtini” at participating restaurants — it’s the 

toast of the season!
• Go to www.christmasonsaltspring.com to keep tabs on 

Christmas season events

Hey 
Salt Spring

Santa fl ies in
to Ganges Harbourto Ganges Harbour

SATURDAY, NOV. 26SATURDAY, NOV. 26

1-3:00 pm: 
FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA

Santa will ride to Mahon 
Hall in a Salt Spring Fire 

Rescue truck, where he will 
spend the next two hours 
posing for FREE PHOTOS. 

Activities provided by your 
Salt Spring Arts Council to 

entertain kids while they’re 
waiting 

will include:
• arts and crafts for young 

and old
• ornament making
• cookie decorating

• hot chocolate
• mandarin oranges and 

candy canes

Get your glow on!Get your glow on!

Driftwoodrifttwo
G U L F  I S L A N D S  M E D I A

the salt spring 
arts council

12:45 pm: SANTA ARRIVES
Welcome Santa as he fl ies into Ganges 

Harbour with St. Clair McColl of 
Salt Spring Air. Children can greet 

Santa on the Ganges fl oatplane dock.

Please bring a non-perishable 
food item or a 

donation for the Food Bank
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THE 2012 GUIDE TO 
PLANNING YOUR 
WEDDING IN THE 

GULF ISLANDS

BRIDE

Choosing a venue
Trends for the Gulf Islands
Local fl ower suppliers 
Accommodation listings
Tuxedo and gown advice

Here  comes the
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C e l e b r a t e  t h e  d a y  w i t h

U P T O W N  2 5 0 - 5 3 8 - 0 3 2 3  3 7 2  L O W E R  G A N G E S  R O A D

On your Wedding Day... great gifts 
from your circle of friends...

114 Purvis Lane  •  250.537.1522  •  thriftyfoods.com

Our friendly, helpful wedding experts are here to help make 

your wedding day fun! We’ve got fantastic food and floral 

arrangements, unforgettable wedding cakes and fresh, 

seasonal bakery and deli trays that will help make your 

special day simply wonderful!

WEDDI NG  P LANNE R

QUIZ

Wedding centrepiece choice 
made easy with special quiz
From promoting a cause 

to romance on the table

The decision to marry your 
fiancé was the easy part. But it 
seems picking colours, fabrics, 
and décor for the wedding is near 
impossible.

Take this quiz to ease some of 
the stress of picking that perfect 
wedding centrepiece:

1. You and your fi ancé believe 
that the world would be a better 
place if people would:

a) Care more about the envi-
ronment and a clean planet.

b) Be more passionate about 
helping others.

c) Learn to love more and hate 
less.

d) Be more informed about 
their world.

2. Your favourite dates involve:
a) Being outdoors and sharing 

an activity like hiking, walks, or 
camping.

b) Volunteering your time to 
help others like serving food in 
a soup kitchen, running errands 
for family members, or teaching 
English to new immigrants.

c) Lots of quality time, an inti-
mate meal, and a camera to snap 
pictures and remember every-
thing.

d) Movies, literature, or the arts. 
You and your fi ancé like to expose 
yourselves to new ideas, topics, 
and trends.

3. What adjective would you use 
to describe your ideal wedding 
centrepiece?

a) Earthy
b) Purposeful
c) Romantic
d) Insightful

4. How often do the two of you 
go to movie theatres?

a) Not often. You prefer to watch 
movies at home or do something 
more active.

b) Whenever you can. Both of 
you have family and volunteer 
commitments outside of work that 
tend to keep your schedules busy.

c) Occasionally. Afterwards, you 
keep the movie stubs as a memen-
to of your date.

d) Frequently. You like to watch 
the latest fi lms and make note of 
directors, actors, and soundtracks 
that interest you.

5. What kinds of movies do you 
think people today need to see?

a) Movies about the conse-
quences of failing to care for the 
planet like An Inconvenient Truth 
or Avatar.

b) Movies about compassion 
and poverty like Blood Diamond 
or The Blind Side.

c) Movies that show how love 
conquers all like Romeo and Juliet 
or My Big, Fat, Greek Wedding.

d) A movie that speaks about 
our culture like The Social Network 
or one that bucks the trend like 
Inception.

If you chose mostly As —The 
eco-friendly couple “sticks and 
stones” centrepiece. Forgo the 
regular bouquet of flowers and 
arrange sticks, stones, and pillar 
candles to create a calm, organic 
feel at the table.

Mostly Bs — The do-gooder 
couple “promote your cause” cen-
trepiece. In lieu of centrepieces, 
make a donation to a charity that 
you and your fiancé support. 
Design a card for each table that 
explains why you support the 
charity and what the money will 
provide. Christian Children’s Fund 
of Canada can give you some 
ideas on gift items that help chil-
dren in need around the world. 

Mostly Cs — The romantic 
couple “poetry and photos” cen-
trepiece. Showcase your favou-
rite romantic quotes and poems 
with framed photos from your 
childhood, teenage years, and 
adulthood. You can put differ-
ent photos at every table to get 
your guests to move around and 
mingle.

Mostly Ds — The contempla-
tive couple “books or DVD” cen-
trepiece. Select two books, docu-
mentaries, or DVDs that you and 
your fi ancé enjoy or that convey 
a certain message. Wrap the two 
items in a ribbon, place them in 
the centre at each table, and give 
them away as game prizes at the 
end of the night.

www.newscanada.com
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140 Fulford-Ganges Road
250.537.5882

GIFTS FOR ETERNITY

GIFT REGISTRY

BEACHSIDE FLAT & LAKESIDE COTTAGE
•  Two Cozy Waterfront Accommodations perfect for special 

occasions & getaways any time of year.  
•  Beachside, is a bright & spacious 1 bedroom suite above Island 

Escapades’ Adventure Co. on the beach in Ganges.
•  Lakeside Cottage, on a knoll above beautiful Cusheon Lake, 

accommodates up to 5, and is well appointed with 2 decks & fi replace.  

www.islandescapades.com  escapades@saltspring.com

CUSHEON LAKE RESORT – WEDDINGS FOR ALL 
SEASONS...
the peaceful, quiet and relaxing atmosphere provides the opportunity for 
any bride and groom to really visit with friends and relatives, while provi-
ding a beautiful setting for exchanging your vows - spacious, modern log 
cabins & cozy cedar cabins in the charming country elegance of the resort’s 
four wooded acres at the tip of a peninsula, enveloped by the lake.

Contact Tom and Judy: www.cusheonlake.com;
1-866-899-0017   •   250-537-9629

HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL
Located in the heart of Ganges Harbour on Salt Spring Island, we off er
in-house and off site catering. Whether it is an intimate gathering or a
full scale event, our Catering and Events department will work with you to
create an extraordinary experience for you and your guests!

121 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
250.537.1919

www.saltspringharbourhouse.com

HASTINGS HOUSE - COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL
     Waterfront luxury country estate, featuring world class restaurant, spa 
and meeting facilities sitting on a 2 acre waterfront meadow in Ganges 
Harbour, Salt Spring Island, British Columbia. Enjoy luxury lodging, fi ne 
dining, wellness and relaxation in a  casually-elegant atmosphere.
     Explore British Columbia’s natural beauty, Salt Spring’s mild climate and 
the warmth and creativity of its people.

160 Upper Ganges Road   •   1-800-661-9255
www.hastingshouse.com   •   info@hastingshouse.com

VESUVIUS VILLAS
Enjoy ocean views and incredible sunsets while relaxing at the Villas. The 
Mediterranean style Villas off er 12 deluxe one or two bedroom suites. All 
suites feature a well-stocked kitchen, dining and living area with fi replace in 
an open fl oor plan. Outdoor space choices include large grouind-fl oor patio 
terraces or upper fl oor covered patio balconies. Stay 2 nights or stay a little 
longer. Suites for large group gatherings.

Offi  ce: 250-537-9768
 www.vesuviusvillas.com  / email: villas@vesuviusvillas.com

QUARRYSTONE HOUSE B&B
Situated on 5 acres with stunning ocean and sunset views seen from your 
own private balcony.  All rooms are in a separate building from the main 
house ensuring complete privacy, perfect for a romantic wedding stay or 
getaway.  All rooms have their own jacuzzi tub, fi replace, TV/DVD, ensuite, 
entrance, fridge, microwave, robes, king and queen beds with down 
duvets and 500 count Egyptian sheets and more! Full gourmet three course 
breakfast. Open year round. 4 Star Canada Select.

www.quarrystone.com  / quarrystone@uniserve.com  
1-866-537-5980 or cell:250-537-7891

GREEN ACRES LAKESIDE COTTAGE RESORT
A perfect getaway with 7 park-like acres of spectacular waterfront on St. 
Mary Lake.  Choose a fully appointed standard lake-front cottage or a new 
luxury log chalet.  Enjoy, a safe, sandy beach, playground, fi shing and com-
plimentary boats.  Wonderful summer family vacation or ideal off -season 
tranquility. Green Acres Lakeside Cottage Resort has it all!

241 Langs Rd. Salt Spring Island
Phone: 250.537.2585   •   1-800-667-0774

Website: www.ultranatural.com

CEDAR BEACH RESORT
On the water’s edge at St. Mary Lake, Cedar Beach Resort off ers the ideal 
wedding gathering location.  The Beach House is an exceptional lakeside 
celebration space, off ering full kitchen facilities, outdoor decks, with bbq 
and fi re pit nearby. Our 5 acre resort off ers 18 cabins and RV sites set in a 
park-like forest. Where wonderful memories are created!

Cedar Beach Resort – 250-537-2205 or toll free 1-888-537-4366
Email info@saltspring-accommodations.com

www.saltspring-accommodations.com

SALT SPRING INN
"Country Comfort & Hospitality in the Heart of Ganges," the Salt Spring Inn 
off ers 7 guest rooms; all with luxury queen beds, some with fi replaces and 
sea view. Internet service is available for all guests.  The restaurant downs-
tairs off ers breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.  Enjoy a seat on the patio with 
a fabulous view of Salt Spring living.

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Phone: 250.537.9339

www.saltspringinn.com

SALT SPRINGS SPA RESORT
     We off er the harmonious sounds of nature and a healthy getaway from 
everyday stresses. Our health resort getaway is a peaceful sanctuary retreat 
and the ideal location for weddings, workshops and special events only 
minutes from Vancouver, Seattle & Victoria.
     Picture waking up to soak in Salt Spring island’s mineral waters piped 
directly into your chalet. Take a morning stroll through the 29 acres of 
pathways behind the resort as you await your spa treatments and make-up. 
In the evening following the days’ events, unwind in front of the fi replace as 
you admire the ocean-view with a glass of Salt Spring Island Blackberry Port.
1-800-665-0039  / www.saltspringspa.com/wedding-packages.html

AccommodationsccommodationsSalt Spring Island
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Number of factors 

to be considered

Engaged couples must make assorted impor-
tant decisions with regards to their wedding day. 
For some, the process of planning a wedding can 
be overwhelming, while others revel in each and 
every decision.

Among the many decisions couples must 
make is which venue to use for their reception. 
The wedding reception venue is where most of 
the day will be spent, and where the majority of 
the people will do their mingling. When looking 
for a wedding venue, there are a number factors 
to take into consideration.
     THE ACCOMMODATIONS

The facility itself should be able to accom-
modate the wedding size. Some weddings are 
grandiose events with large guests lists, while 
others are more understated and intimate, with 
only a small number of family and friends in 
attendance. Couples should know which type of 
wedding they will be having, and should have at 
least an estimate fi gure in mind of the number 
of guests before visiting any facilities. Once that 
estimate has been made, look for a facility that 
can comfortably accommodate that number of 
people, and ideally fi nd one that has a done so 
in the past. 

Couples won’t want a facility where everyone is 
crammed together, nor will they want one where 
a relatively small number of guests are in a large 
ballroom with lots of empty space.

More minor details regarding the facility must 
also be considered. Ask if the facility is handi-
capped accessible. If the wedding is in the warmer 
months, make sure the venue is air conditioned. 
Since most weddings have a break in between the 
ceremony and the reception, ask if the facility has 
a room in which the bride and groom can freshen 
up before the reception begins.

     THE DATE
Couples may choose the date of their wedding 

based on the availability of a church they attend or 
a specifi c wedding offi ciant they want to perform 
their ceremony. Once that date has been chosen, 
it’s time to look for a reception venue. Couples 
who have a specifi c venue in mind might want to 
ask about the venue’s availability before settling 
on a wedding date. 

When seeking a reception venue, ask if the 
venue has any other events scheduled for that 
day. Some couples prefer to have the facility all to 
themselves and their guests.
     THE LOCATION

The facility’s location should be a priority. Cou-
ples won’t want their guests to have to drive too 
far from the wedding ceremony to the reception 
venue or from the reception venue back to the 
hotel. Since many wedding guests come from out 
of town, they likely won’t know the area well and 
could get lost if the facility is too far away from 
their hotel. Keep things simple by fi nding a recep-
tion venue that’s close to the hotel or hotels where 
guests will be staying.
     THE HOURS

Couples who want their receptions to last into 
the wee hours should inquire about the facility’s 
hourly rate. A typical reception lasts five or six 
hours. If couples want to go beyond that, they 
might have to pay an hourly rate. Ask if the facility 
charges an hourly rate or if the venue can simply be 
rented for as long as the party keeps going.
     THE PRICE

Many facilities offer a fl at rate to rent the venue. 
When discussing the rate, be sure to ask what’s 
included. Will food, fl owers, venue decor, and even 
staff tips be included in the rental fee? If not, is there 
room for negotiation? When facilities expand the 
services they include in their rental fee, that can 
save couples substantial amounts of money.

When choosing a reception venue, couples must 
consider a host of factors that stretch beyond a 
venue’s aesthetic appeal. 

VENUES

How to fi nd an ideal venue
for the wedding reception 
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Book your dream wedding aboard our 45’ power catamaran and let us
create a day you and your loved ones will remember forever.  Imagine
celebrating your special moment out on the water with the beautiful   
Gulf Islands as your backdrop!  

Amenities available:
PA system
Sound system with CD/iPod Docking/Satellite
Washroom facilities
Easy boarding access for the young and elderly
Fully catered to your budget or we can work with your caterer
Table service for 30, or up to 40 guests more casually
Bachelor/Bachelorette parties
Fully Licensed

WEDDING ON THE WATER

Call now to book 

your ceremony or 

reception 

250-538-6286

or 

info@saltspringtours.com

www.saltspringtours.com

quarrystone@uniserve.com        www.quarrystone.com

Q UARRYSTONE CATERING

• Our mission is to create a stress-free event by 
 working closely with you from the all-important initial meeting right 

through to the day of celebration.

• We specialize in weddings, and work closely with you to customize 
a distinctive menu that will complement 

your personal taste, style, vision and budget.

• We cater buffets, full-plated service, cocktail receptions, 
rehearsal dinners, brunches, or simple garden barbeques.

CALL KELLY FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION.
OFFICE: 1-866-537-5980 
MOBILE: 250-537-7891

• INSPIRED FOOD  
• INNOVATIVE EVENTS 
• INCOMPARABLE TEAM           

The Oystercatcher offers complete catering amenities and 
staff for up to 110 guests  in the upstairs dining room 

and outside deck, or up to 200 guests on the waterfront 
patios. Live music, full bar and room for dancing too!

QUARRYSTONE EVENT PLANNING has been making 
special memories for clients for the past 14 years 

on beautiful Salt Spring Island.

Quarrystone 
caters anywhere 

on Salt Spring 
but exclusively at 

Oystercatcher 
Seafood Bar 

and Grill on the 
waterfront in 

Ganges Village. Exploring some Gulf 

Islands wedding trends

Like most momentous events, wed-
dings are subject to changing trends 
over time. Salt Spring freelance 
writer Mary Fowles talked to people 
involved in every facet of a wedding 
— from a wedding planner to a pho-
tographer to a fashion expert and 
several more — to get a sense of how 
today’s couples are celebrating their 
commitment to each other.

BY MARY FOWLES 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

THE CHARM OF DAYS-GONE-BY
Think Chateau Versailles meets rus-

tic chalet.
The elegance of days-gone-by is 

the look of choice for weddings at the 
moment. “There is a tendency to go 
with making old things new through a 
vintage décor. A lot of brides are wear-
ing their mother’s or grandmother’s 
dresses, as long as they have a Victorian 
vintage style,” said Adrianna Davies, a 
wedding planner and founder of Five 
Senses Event Design on Salt Spring 
Island. “Vintage has always been very 
romantic, and has a Victorian feel when 
soft pale colours are used with deep 
reds, orange, apple green, raspberry 
and dark coffee or latte browns.” 

Eclectic vintage dresses can be hunt-
ed down in thrift stores or consign-
ment shops, and a bride-to-be with an 
artistic eye and some determination 
can transform a dress for as low as $5 
into an elegant work of art and her 
dream-day gown. 

“My best friend got married in her 
aunt’s dress from the ‘80s,” said Emma 
Yardley,  Toronto-based associate edi-
tor at sweetspot.ca, a women’s life-
style website. “Her mom took out the 
puffed sleeves and altered it to fi t her 
like a glove. If someone in your family 
still has their wedding dress, getting it 
professionally altered could save you 
thousands of dollars. 

“A wedding dress is like a house,” 
she added, “as long as the foundations 
are good, you can fi nish it any way you 
like.”

The vintage look doesn’t stop with 
the dress though. Wedding photos are 
being sepia toned, giving them an old 
weathered feel, and some people are 
even hanging old black-and-white 
family photographs on the walls of 
their wedding venue, and hitching 
antique crystal chandeliers from the 

rafters. The rustic elegance of eras past 
can also be brought to life through 
simple bouquets of wildfl owers, dai-
sies, peonies or roses offset with feath-
ers. 

BACK TO BASICS
“These days, everyone wants a 

very magical, natural backdrop,” said 
Davies. “Also, there hasn’t been one 
bride I’ve worked with that wasn’t con-
cerned about costs, whereas 10 years 
ago, costs didn’t seem as big a consid-
eration.” 

Gabrielle Page, a recently retired 
local marriage commissioner who has 
attended an estimated 500 weddings 
over 11 years, notes that Ruckle Park, 
Burgoyne Bay and your parents’ good-
old back yard remain the most popu-
lar venues for a wedding ceremony, 
and she has also noted that boats and 
beaches of every description are pop-
ular. 

A do-it-yourself approach not only 
saves money but can also add a per-
sonal, sweet, and artistic touch to a 
wedding.

“Making use of natural and found 
materials is very popular right now,” 
said Davies.  “Signs or place-markers 
can be hand-painted onto natural 
materials like little pieces of beach 
wood, stones, shells, or even apples.”

KEEP IT GREEN
An eco-conscious intention can be 

incorporated into a wedding at every 
step of the way and is as hip an idea 
as ever.  

“Green is coming out a lot as both 
a colour and a concept,” said Davies. 
“One cool trend I’ve seen is party 
favours or invitations that include 
seeds or things you can plant, such as 
little saplings, often displaying words 
like ‘As this tree grows so will our love.’ 
It’s green, natural, and very romantic.”

Serving organic wine, local, season-
al and organic food, and local fl owers 
are also very popular trends. To keep 
costs down, many couples choose to 
keep the catering a more family-style 
affair, replacing the “wow” factor, with 
a simple, tasty and fresh meal some-
times just served on large platters right 
on the table. 

“A lot of people are also offsetting 
the carbon footprint of their guests 
who fl y,” said Davies. 

Following in the footsteps of Prince 
William and Kate Middleton, many 

WEDDING TRENDS

Vintage fashion, 
green choices and 
down-home warmth

PHOTO BY JENNA & TRISTAN SHOULDICE

Ben Yardley and Jesse Carlson on their Salt Spring wedding day last year.

TRENDS continued on B5
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Your Wedding Will Be Unforgettable...Your Wedding Will Be Unforgettable...

with our incredible selection and your good taste.
Your Wedding Will Be Unforgettable...Your Wedding Will Be Unforgettable...

with our incredible selection and your good taste.
with our incredible selection and your good taste.

TOLL FREE 1.866.538.0388
#1-327 RAINBOW RD.
 250.538.0388  •  www.rentalstop.ca

The

ORDER 
ONLINE 
FOR:
• Tableware 
• Stemware
• Chairs
• Serving Supplies
• Linens • Tables
• Tents and 
  Tent Accessories “I personally care about every event and enjoy 

working with couples from all walks of life to 
create an individual atmosphere and a perfect 
celebration.”

- DAN KENT, OWNER

WE DELIVER

WWED DI NG  P LANNER

•  Island Inspirations DJ 
Services

•  Videography with Extras
•  Data Projector & 

Presentations
•  PA Equipment Rental-

Delivery

Call for a quote!
250.537.0832 or 250.537.0188

e: dvollrath@saltspring.com
www.livingwatermedia.ca

Salt Spring Island, BC

LLiving Water Media 
Services

Wedding Services

Eclectic Eco-Adventures 
for Your Special Celebration

Explore the Spectacular Coastal Scenery 
& Marine Life of the Gulf Islands

*Day, Sunset & Full Moon Kayak Tours to 
Chocolate Beach & pristine Islets

*Picnic Lunch & Gourmet Dinner Marine Park Paddles
*Skippered Sailing Excursions for Groups of 4-12

www.islandescapades.com    
escapades@saltspring.com

163 Fulford-Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island

ww
eeee

..,,,
250-537-2553    1-888-529-2567

www.isRd. wwd.d..,,, www iRd l d d16163 F lf dd G iRd
Special Group Rates; No Experience Necessary

couples are using their special day as a way to raise 
money for charity either through a charity registry or 
by offering a donation as a thank you to guests instead 
of party favours.  “Everything is more organic and 
natural,” said Davies. “Brides aren’t choosing stark 
white anymore, they’re wanting natural colours and 
pale off-whites instead.  

“Hairstyles are also much more natural. While 
brides are getting their hair freshly coloured and cut, 
they are keeping their hair down more and are rarely 
spending six hours in the salon before the wedding.” 

A honeymoon can also be earth-friendly with 
choices such as meditation retreats, eco-spas and 
eco-tourist trips.

CONNECTION BEFORE CONVENTION
Wedding trends today often refl ect a couple’s prior-

ity for deepening and acknowledging their connec-
tions with their wedding party, their guests, and each 
other. 

“The latest trend for bridesmaids is social spa-ing 
— spa parties — where together all in one room the 
bridesmaids and the bride receive their massage, 
facials, manicures and pedicures, and have their hair 
done while they sip champagne and munch hors 
d’oeuvres before the wedding,” said Terra Dimock, 
a shiatsu therapist, spa practitioner and nutritional 
consultant. She owns Pure Spa on Salt Spring and is 
director of spa services at the Hastings House Country 
Hotel. “It used to be that everyone would go individu-
ally to their own salon. Now we can set up stations for 
large groups and have four or fi ve therapists on hand.

“A lot of people turn their bachelorette into a social 
spa party. They want to spend time with their girl-
friends on the morning of the big day. This is also a 
healthy way to have a bachelorette party the night 
or week before the wedding rather than going to the 
bar and drinking. It’s a trend that refl ects a conscious, 
healthy lifestyle.” 

MICHAEL AND DENNIS’ SSI WEDDING
“Above all we wanted a feeling of informality,” said 

Dennis Lucarelli, who married his partner Michael 
Bushby at a “home-grown” style wedding at Beaver 
Point Hall last July. “We wanted a back-to-basics cer-
emony whose foundation was the guests who were 
present, not our putting on some kind of a show.

“I believe we were able to do it this way because we 
did not have to worry about pleasing anyone else’s 
expectations, as happens when parents want to make 
their children’s wedding into a big huge statement, 
and because neither of us — being men, being gay 
— ever bought into the notion that a wedding has to 
be perfect and impressive, replicating some fairytale 
notion of a royal wedding.

“We were married as ‘lawfully married partners,’” 
he said. “The other terminology choices available 
to all couples are ‘husband and wife’ or ‘husband/
husband’ or ‘wife/wife’ as well as ‘partners.’  I 
was told that many opposite-sex couples are also 
choosing to use the ‘partners’ designation as well.”

Lucarelli notes that, aside from economic con-
siderations, the central intention for the celebra-
tion was that the guests feel as much a part of the 
ceremony as the wedding party. 

“We didn’t want to feel at all detached or 
removed from the guests,” said Lucarelli.  “It was 
also our idea to walk slowly enough down the aisle 
to allow us time to make eye contact with every 
single guest.”  He and Bushby walked down the 
aisle in matching toe shoes and quickly changed 
out of their crisp white shirts into tye-dyed T-shirts 
for socializing, eating a pot-luck spread, including 
three “best imaginable cakes” made by Barb Slater 
and Val Tudor, and dancing after the ceremony. 
Lucarelli’s wedding was also attended by Saanich-
Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May, who offered a 
toast. 

“It was magical and Beaver Point Hall is the ideal 
place to be married. It’s part of our home and it’s 
where so many of us have a personal history and 
good memories. I’ve been to weddings in beautiful 
churches or spectacular places, but for me I want-
ed to have the feeling of the personal connection 
that we all have to Beaver Point Hall.” 

AND WHEN IT’S ALL OVER, TRASH THE DRESS
The trendiest wedding these days is one that turns 

tradition on its head. 
“One trend that is really bucking tradition is the 

black wedding dress,” said Yardley, also known by her 
blogging title, Farmgirl Fashionista. “Black is univer-
sally fl attering and has long been the favourite shade 
of fashion-conscious folk but in a wedding dress? I’m 
still not quite sure how I feel about it.” 

TRENDS
continued from B4

TRENDS  continued on  B6

No fairytale notions are required
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Paper Doll
      Formals

Home of Bridal and
Prom Perks

250-597-2737 (59-PAPER) 
info@paperdollformals.com
www.paperdollformals.com

Duncan Village Mall 

#104-109 Trans Canada Highway
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Bridal and Formal Wear for Women & Men

www.paperdollformals.com    250.597.2737

www.pictureperfectcakes.ca

Salt Spring Island

250-931-2233

250.537.9911

Celebration Dinners
for 2 to 200

• Engagement
• Rehearsal
• Bridal Party
• Anniversary

When Love is on the Menu

“People just want to be a little more 
artistic and to refl ect who they are and 
their personality, to express them-
selves more,” said Jenna Shouldice, 
an award-winning wedding pho-
tographer who works alongside her 
husband Tristan. She noted a grow-
ing anti-bride trend which includes 
everything from rock n’ roll and Goth-
ic themes, to “trashing the dress” after 
the ceremony. 

The trash-the-dress ceremony, also 
known as the fearless bridal trend, 
has been called everything from a 
post-nuptial temper tantrum to a 
therapeutic release from the stress-
ful buildup of the big day. Though 
it is best summed up as written on 
YourTango, a digital media company 
dedicated to love and relationships: 
“I’m married. And I love my husband. 
But, I’m not just a bride, mother and 
wife. I’m a woman with feelings and 
ideas. And I’m not going to let this 
lacy, frilly, beautiful gown that I’ve 
dreamed of wearing my whole life 
defi ne who I am.”

The trash-the-dress photo-shoot 
often takes place a day or two after 
the wedding and can involve every-
thing from rolling around with your 
new husband in the mud, to frolick-
ing in the sand and waves, to riding 
a horse or swimming with undersea 
creatures using water-proof cameras 
to capture dream-like imagery. 

“It’s basically a way to liberate the 
photo shoot where brides are not 
afraid to get their dress dirty or torn 
up a little,” said Shouldice who also 
practices an unobtrusive photojour-

nalism-style of wedding photography 
as opposed to the traditional por-
traiture. She will follow the wedding 
party around for the entire day taking 
candid shots as the day unfolds. 

“Many of our clients are shying 
away from that contrived look. One 
groom took us to an abandoned fac-
tory and we had to all wear rubber 
boots,” she said.  

Another tradition-breaking-trend 
includes an increase in couples who 
already have children together, but 
who have waited to get married. 
“It makes ceremonies quite sweet 
because when children are involved, 
this sometimes throws a humorous 
curve ball into the ceremony,” said 
Page, who notes that while fashion 
traditions are loosening, ceremony 
trends aren’t. “People used to write 
their own vows more often, but these 
days many couples are electing to 
say the altar standards, such as ‘to 
have and to hold from this day for-
ward.’” 

“The ceremonies just about always 
involve the participants — the guests 
and the families — as an integral part 
of the service, and will often include 
some ritual connections between 
parents, children, relatives, and 
acknowledge those who have been 
unable to attend,” said Marion Pape, 
a lay chaplain with the Unitarian Fel-
lowship of Salt Spring Island. 

“I am always deeply moved by the 
ceremonies and recognize them as a 
high point in a person’s life that they 
will remember for a long time.”

What a perfect reminder that no 
matter what is trending in the world 
of weddings, love between two peo-
ple never goes out of style.  

TRENDS
continued from B5

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Gabrielle Page offi  ciates at the wedding of Michael Bushby and Dennis 

Lucarelli, who chose to wear toe shoes for their footwear at an ultra casual 

wedding at Beaver Point Hall last summer.
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local
the

liquor store • bar & bistro

Start your marriage 
with an unforgettable 
proposal!

#108-149 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD

CHAMPAGNE • FINE WINES, 
STEMWARE

Our staff are experts

250 537-9463
steve@thelocal.ca

PLANNING YOUR WEDDING   
AT HOME?  

We provide a practical solution for additional cold storage needed 
tto cater any event, large or small.                                                  

Your food, beverages and flowers can all be stored in complete 
cconfidence for the big day!  

OOur mobile refrigerated trailer offers the following convenience 

COLD ZONE                                                                   
MMOBILE REFRIGERATION SERVICES 

  FOR INQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS   

250--653--4154  oor  email macdonell.s@shaw.ca 

   SERVING SALTSPRING SINCE 2005  

DDelivered and set up on your site 
TTaken away when your celebration is over 

Harbour House Hotel offers a variety of wedding venues including an apple orchard with 
harbour view, serene botanical gardens, under a historical 100 year old maple tree in our 
organic farm or in one of our large banquet rooms. Our team will work with you to create and 
personalize a distinctive menu using organic and locally grown foods.  Relax in one of our 
deluxe suites knowing our event professionals are tending to every detail. 

For more information and to receive your complimentary wedding planner please call 
250-537-5571 or visit saltspringharbourhouse.com 

Beautiful venues await you…

Couples return to rekindle the 

romance on Salt Spring

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With nearly a decade of involvement in Salt 
Spring’s hospitality and accommodations indus-
try, Len Brown knows a thing or two about how 
to make wedding party guests and honeymoon-
ers comfortable.  

Despite all the careful planning and spe-
cial embellishments that make up that perfect 
moment, Brown’s experience has taught him 
that, in the vast majority of cases, it all comes 
down to location.

“I think that the main draw is Salt Spring 
itself,” he said in a recent email interview. “Many 
honeymooners have discovered Salt Spring in 
the past and have decided that the romance of 
the island makes it a perfect location for their 
wedding and/or their honeymoon.”

Because newlyweds generally have a tendency 
not to broadcast that they’re on their honey-
moon, it’s impossible to tell how many visit the 
island every year.

“They want privacy and prefer to spend time 
with each other,” Brown said.

As the director of operations at Salt Spring’s 
Harbour House Hotel, however, he estimates 
hotel staff meet about fi ve couples a month dur-
ing the busy summer season who were married 
or honeymooned at the hotel many years before.

“Once they have honeymooned here, they 
tend to come back for their anniversaries.  Some 
of this is nostalgia. Harbour House has been 
around for a long time and has gone through a 
lot of changes,” he said. “Couples like to return 
and tell us what it was like 30, 40 or 50 years ago.”

During this past summer, Brown said he is 
aware of at least three such special anniversaries 
that took place at the hotel, marking visitors’ 

40th, 60th and 70th wedding anniversaries.
Back in June, Lower Mainland residents May 

and Al Fuller celebrated 60 years of wedded 
bliss thanks to a weekend getaway gift cer-
tificate provided by the hotel. Back in 1951, 
the young couple travelled by midnight CPR 
steamship from their Vancouver home to 
spend a romantic 10-day honeymoon on Salt 
Spring.

A couple who celebrated their 70th anniver-
sary recently showed Brown a copy of an origi-
nal hotel brochure from their stay. The bro-
chure touts the island’s fi ne clay tennis courts, 
nine-hole golf course and endless potential for 
hunting grouse, pheasants, ducks and deer.

“The hotel is equipped with every modern 
convenience, including electric light and hot 
and cold water in the double rooms,” reads the 
brochure. “It is connected with long-distance 
telephone.”

All that for only $3 per person a day, includ-
ing meals.

“Couples like to return to a place where they 
feel comfortable,” Brown added.

In many cases, the hotel’s longer-serving 
housekeeping staff have come to know some 
guests by name, including one couple who 
recently returned after several years of mar-
riage.

“During their fi rst visit, the young couple’s 
car broke down and they couldn’t afford one 
of the hotel’s romantic harbour-view rooms. 
Before they left, the youngsters managed to 
sneak a peek inside one of the deluxe suites 
and vowed to return someday.

“This is probably quite common,” Brown 
said. “Couples get married and then spend a 
number of years working on their careers or 
raising children. 

“When they are ready, Salt Spring and the 
Harbour House are there to welcome them 
back.”

HONEYMOONS

Island honeymoons off er 
a lifetime of memories
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Discover the Magic of
a Wedding on Salt Spring

Hummingbird Hill
Bed & Breakfast 

ON BEAUTIFUL SALT SPRING ISLAND

Contact Jill:
phone:  250-538-7688
fax:  250-653 4955
e-mail:   hummingbirdhill@saltspring.com
www.hummingbirdhillbb.ca

private

intimate

easy elegance

reasonable

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

1 888 849 3091
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

DL#5932

ALG - Residual Value Award.
Best mainstream brand

The only manufacturer with 
2011 IIHS Top Safety Picks 
for all models.

Lease rates
24 mos., as low as

2.9%***

Payment/mo. 
for 24 mos.

$329**

Well equipped
plus AWD from

$27,945*

STANDARD FEATURES:
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T H E  2 0 1 2  F O R E S T E R

...a beautiful relationship 
is about to begin!

WEDDI NG  P LANNE R

If you’ve never rented a tux before, 
here’s a basic primer for you:

A tuxedo is almost always found to 
be black, but other dark colours such as 
navy, gray, and brown can be acceptable, 
unless dealing with a Black Tie event.

There are five choices a man must 
make when renting a tuxedo outfi t:

• Jacket — This includes the lapels, 
button, and fabric options.

• Vest and tie options — Colours, 
colours, colours. Pocket square or not?

• Shirt style and colour — Tux pleats 
are more formal and common with tux-
edo jackets. There’s a lay-down collar 
(modern and simple) or wing tip collar 
(more formal, common with bow ties 
but also great with ties for a classic look).

• Pant style — The satin tux stripe is 
meant for pairing with tuxedo jackets. 
There’s a choice between a pleated pant 
(regular option) or fl at front (upgrade).

• Shoes  —  You have a choice between 
a matte fi nish or patent fi nish.

LAPELS AND MORE
The major variation that one will 

find with most tuxedos is the style of 
lapel and the number of buttons. The 
few other variations you will see in our 
rentals are: type of fi t (regular or slim), 
length, and the style of venting.

These features will also change with 
each jacket and might affect the choices 
of some. Other less common variations 
are the double-breasted jacket, or no-
lapel styles such as the mandarin jacket.

There are three main styles of lapel:
• The shawl lapel — This style has a 

rounded collar. This can come with a 
deep or medium drop (collar opening). 
This is a very classic style, which goes 
great with a bow tie.

• The pique lapel — The pique lapel 

was the very first style worn, and yet 
recently it is still in.

• The notch lapel — This lapel is the 
most modern and simple, but not nec-
essarily the most stylish.

VENTING
 There are three main styles of venting 

seen on suits and tuxes: No vent, one 
vent, or double vent. The more vents 
you see, the more construction and 
steps have gone into the creation of the 
back of the garment, making it more 
expensive. Motion is the thing that is 
created in the garment with more vents.

   FABRIC
The wool that goes into most rental 

tuxedos is designed and built for stabil-
ity and a long life, guarding against all 
kinds of wear and tear. This makes the 
wool quite heavy, but it prevents wrin-
kling and still creates a great looking 
garment. 

Super 100s: Super 100 wools are the 
preferred quality of tuxedos. The num-
bers are usually mistakenly thought to 
represent thread count per inch, just like 
a linen sheet, but in reality the numbers 
are graded based on the fi neness of the 
raw wool thread of which it is made. 
Super 100 starts at 18.5 microns and gets 
smaller from there. 

Finer wool is capable of being spun 
into smaller yarns and therefore fi ner 
yarn counts which create a lighter and 
softer cloth. Such fabrics feel great to the 
touch, are more breathable for warm-
er weather (all summer weddings for 
example), and often drape much nicer 
than a stiffer wool.

The above is from the Paper Doll For-
mals website. See www.paperdollfor-
mals.com for more information.

MEN’S WEAR

A guide to duds for 
the groom’s big day
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The Wine Cellar
   

131 PRICE ROAD  •  250 931 1963 
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.Harry & Gerry

0
Bob & Mary

2012

              

Celebrate Your
Wedding with Your
Very Own Vintage

Free Customized Labels 
for Wedding Wine

CRAFT WINE AND BEER MAKING

A  New ImageA  New Image
     is Waiting      is Waiting 
            For You...            For You...

Jewellery • Giftware
Diamonds, Gold, Sterling Silver, Earrings, Bracelets, 

Pendants, Crystal, Jewel Cases, Giftware

J E W E L L E R S
Christine LaurentChristine Laurent

2 4 3 2  B E A C O N  A V E N U E   2 5 0  6 5 6  7 1 4 1 2 4 2 4  B E A C O N  A V E N U E   2 5 0  6 5 6  1 0 0 2

Sweet
  Talk Lace

We carry lingerie designed to compliment your body. 
Let us help you fi nd the right bra.

quality - comfort - value...’the new you’.

Everything  you  need .  Before . . .and  af ter  the  b ig  day!

BEAUTY THERAPY & HEALING ARTS INC.

140 Bayview Rd., Vesuvius   
250-537-1256  •  www.  gsandhoney.com  •  info@  gsandhoney.com

• Bridal gifts, fabulous make-up and 
luxury treatments to make your 

wedding simply perfect!
• We can do all your facials, 

manicures, pedicures, waxing 
and more.  

• Group discounts 
available for all your 

party, visit our website 
for great deals.

FIGS AND HONEY LOVES WEDDINGS! 

Paper Doll Formals off ers 

benefi t of experience

Size does NOT matter! Each designer 
sizes their gowns slightly different, and 
often the dresses are sized two sizes small-
er than your regular size. If you usually 
wear a 10, expect to fi t a 12. 

It’s not you — it’s them — and once you 
realize you’re trying on STYLE instead of 
FIT, you’ll soon not even care about that 
number.

Bridal Salon consultants are experi-
enced in clipping the dress around you to 
show you how the dress will look. If you’re 
a size 6 but the dress that makes you catch 
your breath is a 14, don’t worry, the clips 
will create an impression of the fi nal look. 
If you’re larger than a size 2 but that’s the 
dress you need to try, then don’t get hung 
up about things hanging out. It’s the dress 
that matters — the right dress for YOU!

While we’re on the subject of “letting 
it all hang out”— wear underwear to the 
salon. While it doesn’t have to be a body 
shaper or the lingerie for the big day, 
something is better than nothing, espe-
cially when you come out to show your 
friends . . . and the other people browsing 
in the store!

Don’t fret about the sales associate see-
ing things they shouldn’t while they’re 
doing up the laces/buttons/ribbons on 
the dress. They’ve seen it all . . . and they 
don’t keep notes! Honestly, they’re more 
concerned about getting the dress to look 
just right on you than what colour under-
wear you chose to put on that morning.

The majority of wedding gowns are 
ordered directly from the manufacturer 
with your measurements sent in, so while 
in the salon the dress might not be a great 
fi t, be assured the dress that arrives will be 
your size. The dress is not made for your 
direct measurements though, so be pre-
pared for at least one, if not two, dress fi t-
tings to nip, tuck, and hem to perfection.

ORDERING THE DRESS
Check out how the store is set up before diving in. 

Someone should greet you immediately and offer 
assistance (if they don’t then catch their eye). It’s 
much easier and faster if you talk to the associate as 
they know the stock and can tell you what is where in 
order to make your time in the salon more productive. 
Usually gowns are organized by size, but sometimes 
they’ll be by designer or by style. The associate can 
also tell you how long a dress will take to order, if there 
are matching bridesmaids or fl ower girl dresses avail-
able, or even if there are dresses for sale right off the 
fl oor. The associate is there to help you, not to make 
your life more diffi cult.

Because of shipping, it usually takes four to six 
months for your gown to arrive back at the store. 
That’s why it’s SO important to start the search earlier 
than you think.

Once you fi nd THE gown, stop looking! Just like you 
stopped looking at other men when you found Mr. 
Right, you need to stop looking for another wedding 
dress.

Once you’ve decided on your gown, the consultant 
will take your measurements and using the manufac-
turer’s guidelines, will choose the right size to order.

You then have two options for payment: a deposit 
(usually 60 per cent of the total price) and then pay 
the rest in installments;  or pay in total right up-front.

Either way is acceptable, but you need to know 
what you’re signing for on the sales contract, so read 
the fi ne print before payment and signing.

Remember that the wedding day is about you and 
your fi ancé, but the dress is about YOU. Take your 
time. Ask questions. Try on no more than fi ve or six 
dresses per day or you’ll start to blend them together. 
Take advantage of the sales associate’s product knowl-
edge to be comfortable with your purchase. Any con-
sultant worth her salt will assist you to the best of her 
ability so that you are happy with your dress.

If she isn’t, fi nd another salon. You deserve nothing 
less!

Article courtesy Paper Doll Formals in Duncan at 
www.paperdollformals.com/brides

APPAREL

The perfect wedding dress is ready to be discovered
A FEW TIPS FOR BRIDES...

TIP#1 -  There are only four cuts of gown: 
• A-Line or Princess
• Ball Gown
• Sheath (including Mermaid & Trumpet) 
• Empire

TIP#2 -  Try on everything and anything. Most brides wear 
something totally different than they originally 
planned.

TIP#3 -  Try on diff erent colours — wedding gowns aren’t 
just white or ivory anymore.

TIP#4 -  Satin can sometimes overwhelm petite brides. Try 
something lighter or an overlay.

Courtesy Paper Doll Formals.
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Billie Woods Wedding PhotographyBillie Woods Wedding Photography

www. bi l li ewoods. com  250. 537. 73 1 6www. bi l l i ewoods. com  250. 537. 73 1 6

1-877-535-2424      250-539-2463 
www.bluevistaresort.com      bluevista@bluevistaresort.com

NINE HOUSEKEEPING COT TAGES

RESORT 

T H E  P E R F E C T 
A C C O M M O D AT I O N  F O R  Y O U R 

W E D D I N G  G U E S T S
. . . O R  A  P R I V AT E  C O T T A G E 

F O R  Y O U R S E L V E S

A
P
P
L
E

P
H
O
T
O
FULL SERVICE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
121 McPhillips Ave.             250-537-9917

Apple Photo cordially invites you

to discover great savings on

pre-printed Invitations for your  

    upcoming Celebration.

         100 for only $99. R.S.V.P.

SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY

OR THE NEXT BIG DECISION...

Oceanview 34.61 acres, beautiful 3 bed, 2 bath home, exceptional kitchen 
with pantry, feature stone fireplace, sep double garage, sep charming guest 
cottage, 3 ponds, orchard. A must see! Just move in!
LiRead.com/1692.htm  Call Li

Very private 3 bed, 3 bath home on easy care 1.85 acres. Wood stove, wood 
floors. Self contained suite can be a mortgage helper or used by 
inlaws. Very close to town. A charmer! LiRead.com/1696.htm 
Walk to super beach! $649,000

85 acres. Wood stove, wooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooood 
lper or used by 

m/1696.htm
$$6$64$$$64$$664646464646646464646464$$$$$64$664$664$6$64$6$66464646464$644$$644644$64$$66464$64$$64$64$$$$$6644$$$ 444$$ 4$$$6466444$6464664$$6444$$664646466464444$64666464$6666464644$$6$$$$$$$6646464$$$$$$64$$$$$6$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 9,0999,09,09,09,099 09,009,000009 009,000099,0009,09 00099,0009,09,099 099 099,0009 009 0099,0999,009,09,09,09,09 0999,9,0,00009,9,099,0000999,09,09,0,00000999 009999,09,0,0000999 09,000009 000099 0099 0,,, 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Visit Li Read at her office at #4 - 105 Rainbow Road, 

across from Ganges Marina

Contact Li Read today at 250-537-7647 or 

LiRead33@Gmail.com

Visit www.LiRead.com  

for a showcase of fine properties for sale!

F

PHOTOS BY BILLIE WOODS OF BILLIE WOODS PHOTOGRAPHY

The bride and groom parties in Shauna and Kirby Garside’s Salt Spring wedding were 

happy to have some fun with their wedding photos, illustrating how the staid look can be 

put aside on the big day and extra character added into the mix of photos taken. 
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MARTIN’S
MEN’S AND BOYS’ WEAR

250.746.5231 • 33 Station Street, Downtown Duncan

TUX & SUIT
RENTALS

     for all ages & sizes
from contemporary 

to classic

www.valeskca.com
info@valeskca.com

250.538.8772

saltspringislandflorist.com

Rural simplicity 

fi nds popular 

appeal

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When she began to 
work as a fl orist at Van-
couver’s popular Gran-
ville Island Public Mar-
ket more than a decade 
ago, Odette Graham’s 
s u m m e r  w e e k e n d 
workload could often 
involve as many as 10 
wedding celebrations.

Faced with what 
often seemed like a 
never-ending conveyor 
belt of wedding bou-
quets, table settings, 
corsages and bouton-
nieres, Graham and her 
co-workers delighted 
in the little things, 
the intimate personal 
details that made every 
order stand out from 
the next.

Today, as the owner 
and lone ful l-t ime 
employee of Salt Spring 
Island Florist,  Gra-
ham may not encoun-
ter  anywhere near 
the same volume of 
customers as she did 
in Vancouver, but her 
attention to detail is 
still as strong as ever.

“I like to make it 
more of a meaningful 
expression,” she said. 
“It’s a sacred time.”

Beginning every fall, 
newlyweds-to-be start 
calling, emailing and 
trickling into her Col-
lins Road home-based 
studio as they begin to 
plan for their spring or 
summer weddings.

In most cases, the 
process starts with 
a free consultation 
designed to teach the 
floral designer about 
the bride and groom 
style, tastes and per-
sonalities. During the 

consultation, it’s a good 
idea to have some idea 
of the wedding’s loca-
tion, date, size and 
theme.

Charlotte Akerman, 
manager of the Thrifty 
Foods floral depart-
ment,  recommends 
people bring in pic-
tures or sketches to 
provide a general idea 
of what they want.

“It just depends on 
the person’s personal-
ity,” she said.

While some may seek 
generous exhibitions of 
sparkles, gems, feath-
ers, exotic fl owers and 
bright colours, other 
couples may choose to 
pursue a more tradi-
tional elegance.

Year after year, Aker-
man added, the most 
popular fl owers tend to 
be white roses and calla 
lilies.

Akerman said she 
and her staff have yet 
to turn anyone away, 
even the infamous last-
minutes who enter the 
Ganges store in a minor 
state of panic.

“We always try our 
best,” she said.

To avoid any last-
minute disappoint-
ments and ensure the 
best  selection and 
quality, however, Aker-
man suggests clients 
book their consultation 
a few months ahead of 
their big day, especially 
if they foresee the need 
to acquire special items 
or larger volumes.

During the past sev-
eral years, Graham has 
noted a trend towards 
locally produced and 
sustainably harvested 
flowers. As with the 
broader  awareness 
about fair trade and 
ethically sourced prod-
ucts like cocoa, sugar 
and coffee, consum-
ers have started to ask 

more questions about 
the often less-than-
rosy reality behind the 
global fl ower industry’s 
fragrant facade.

“Definitely there’s 
a trend towards local 
f lowers,”  she said. 
“Every bride wanted 
s o m e t h i n g  g r o w n 
responsibly.”

The shift towards 
local and fair-trad-
ed-flowers has mir-
rored the increasing 
popularity of  wed-
ding bouquets with a 
rural, organic or home-
steader kind of feel, she 
added. Small touches 
like wild flowers and 
grasses, sunfl owers and 
Mason jars have proven 
really popular as a way 
to add some authentic-
ity to the big day.

“Things are more 
loose and free and nat-
ural in form. There’s a 
real trend towards hav-
ing a romantic vintage 
kind of look,” she said. 
“It just kind of lends 
itself to a more natural 
style.”

Couples can devote 
anywhere from a hun-
dred dollars to several 
thousand on flowers 
alone. Although those 
who don’t mind the 
extra work, challenge 
and stress can assem-
ble impressive displays 
for a few hundred dol-
lars, floral designers 
offer their experience, a 
second opinion and do 
wonders with even the 
most limited of wed-
ding budget stretch a 
limited wedding bud-
get.

For a peek at Gra-
ham’s studio and an 
idea of what she can 
produce, drop by the 
Salt Spring Island Flo-
rist open house on Sat-
urday, Dec. 3 between 
12 and 4 p.m. at 385 
Collins Rd. Graham can 

be reached by phone at 
250-538-8586 or online 
through her website at 
www.saltspringisland-
fl orist.com. 

The Thrifty Foods 
floral department in 
Ganges can be reached 
at 250-537-1522.

FLORAL DESIGN

Floral experts deliver personal 
touch for your wedding day

PHOTO BY  SEAN MCINTYRE

Debbie Enfi eld, left, and Charlotte Akerman at the Thrifty Foods fl oral department.
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Nowhere near Hawaii - A destination wedding in your own backyard

E S O R T  &  S P A

Call or email Julia Gilbert-Stevens
(250) 537-0672

juliagilbert@shaw.ca

Have a Wedding Album or Guest Book made to suit 
your unique and individual style.

Custom, Handmade Books 
& Albums

250.537.2154     jancspencer@shaw.ca
Professional  •  Experienced  •  Flexible  •  Caring

Joining Together
As One

Reverend CAROL SPENCER will assist you in as 
much or as little as you need to carry forward your 
wedding celebration and exchange of vows.

Non-Denominational, Multi-Denominational, 
Traditional, Non-Traditional

Sensitive to Individual Requests for
Ceremony and Venue
Native to Salt Spring Island

Getting into the spirit of the day 

BY TANYA LESTER 
R E P R I N T E D  W I T H  P E R M I S S I O N  F R O M 

C O N F E S S I O N S  O F  A  T E A  L E A F  R E A D E R 

People often invite me to events because, even 
if they do not believe in the intuitive, they believe a 
psychic adds pizzazz to whatever the occasion is. I 
have done readings at a stagette (I am proud to say 
that the group of women who planned the event 
chose me instead of booking a male stripper for 
the evening), a party to celebrate a house sale with 
an Arabian Nights theme, a staff party, a turning-
50-years-old party with a Mexican theme, an herbal 
festival, a nurses’ retreat, a teachers’ retreat, and on 
and on. (I will write more about this later.)

So far, I have only been invited to be part of two 
weddings, but they have been memorable events 
for me. The much smaller of the two marriages took 
place at a beautiful guest house owned by a friend of 
mine. A couple in their twenties decided to get mar-
ried there one weekend. I was invited to give them a 
tea leaf reading.

Whenever I tell this story, I almost always get a 
response from someone, including my son, Luke, 
that goes something like this: “Shouldn’t they have 
got the reading before they decided to get married?”

The assumption always seems to be that the only 
reason a couple would get a reading would be to fi nd 
out if they would be a good match for a successful 
marriage.

“No,” I respond to this assumption. “I think they 
know they love each other and want to be married, 
but they are curious to know how their lives will 
unfold together.”

I got right into the spirit of being part of the wed-
ding even though I have never been married and do 
not really believe in marriage, although I believe in 
people being in couples when their lives are being 
enriched by each other.

In a way, I had no choice but to participate in this 
one to the best of my abilities. My friend phoned me 
a couple of days before the event to ask me if I would 

“pinch hit” as one of the witnesses. It seems the hus-
band of the marriage commissioner was unable to 
be there to stand up for the couple.

“Okay,” I said.
I needed a ride to my friend’s guest house, and I 

ended up being chauffeured there by a client (who 
always owed me money so did not mind doing 
these kinds of favours for me) in his older model 
Cadillac.

When I got to the guest house, I was assigned 
another duty: to keep the videotape camera directed 
towards the young couple while the short ceremony 
was performed. This was to show their families, the 
bride explained. I am not sure if they had told their 
families that they were getting married that weekend, 
but I guess having a videotape would be proof, as well 
as help make amends if any of the relatives were hurt 
by not being invited to be there.

The bride was wearing a beautiful, lacy, off-white 
dress that looked very much like a traditional brides-
maid’s dress. She confided that she bought it at a 
second-hand store. The groom was in a rented tux-
edo. Both opted to stand in front of the marriage com-
missioner in bare feet.

After the ceremony, I gave them a reading. I remem-
ber telling them information about how their univer-
sity experiences would develop into careers. She was 
training to be a teacher, and he, I think, an accountant. 
The fact that they were university students explained 
why they did not want a big, expensive wedding.

They cracked open a bottle of champagne, and 
later, my friend invited me for dinner. The day had all 
the elements of a wedding, minus a lot of people.

Recently, I was invited to do readings at a wedding 
planned by a good friend of the groom. He said he 
often found weddings to be boring, and he was deter-
mined that this one would be anything but. He had 
invited fi re eaters, jugglers, Buddhist monks, and me. 
I was assigned to do readings for the guests in a tent as 
the whole event was outside. 

“Sort of a circus,” I told a friend.
“That makes sense,” replied my friend, who had 

gone through a very bad marriage and had lived to tell 
the tale. “Marriage is a circus.”

Psychic reader refl ects on 
most unusual wedding gig 

WEDDING TALES


