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Salt Spring
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EMC
group
sounds
alarm
CRD director
postpones decision
until February

New Richmond site
prepped for full-scale move

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

In Ominous Clouds, graphs that show the
Consumer Price Index of ferry travel rising 10.7
per cent from 2003/2004 to 2009/2010, while
during the same period traffic dropped.
“Several factors affect traffic,” the authors
state. “We contend that the dominant factor,
particularly on the non-major routes, has been
the level of fare increases, including fuel surcharges, since 2004.”
Ominous Clouds ends with a recommendation

S a l t Sp r i n g ’s C a p i t a l
Regional District director has
agreed to delay a proposal
many fear will transfer the
Emergency Management
Commission’s official decision-making authority off
the island.
Sp e a k i n g a t Mo n d a y
morning’s EMC meeting, Salt
Spring CRD director Garth
Hendren said he’ll give commissioners at least two more
months to read over, discuss
and seek clarification about
the proposal to amend the
bylaw governing the commission’s role and responsibilities.
“Firstly, I think the process
in which this was brought
forward was unfortunately
not transparent and without
an opportunity for people
to speak to it,” Hendren told
commission members.
Hendren’s decision to postpone the matter followed
several members expressing
concern, uncertainty and
outrage about the proposal
to change the commission
into an advisory panel that
reports to the CRD.
Some of the commissioners assembled at Monday’s
meeting indicated they only
received printed material
about the proposed changes
on the weekend.
“The unfortunate thing is
that, for this particular commission over the past four
months, it has rather derailed
the activities that we were

FERRIES continued on A2

EMC continued on A2

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Salt Spring Coffee’s Alders Road warehouse will
shut its doors in the next few weeks as the company transitions to a new Richmond facility.
The coffee company’s new office headquarters,
warehouse and roasting facility at 3551 Viking
Way is set to officially open sometime in midDecember, though a specific date has not been
set, said the company’s media spokesperson Aron
Bjornson.
Salt Spring Coffee decided to move its production operation off-island after its local rezoning
application failed to proceed last year. The change
of location will mean lost jobs for an estimated six
full-time Salt Spring employees, and a change of
life for those who follow the company to the Lower
Mainland.
Further troubles for Salt Spring Coffee saw an
early departure from its previous Richmond warehouse, where neighbouring business owner Darryl Segal of International Cosmeticare Inc. spearheaded a campaign to oust the company from the
commercial strata. He said daytime roasting activities created noxious fumes for his employees.
Bjornson said the negative situation was regret-

COFFEE CO continued on A5
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SANTA-SIZE HUG: Surrounded by his elves, Santa gives a young fan a big hug after ﬂying into
Ganges via Saltspring Air on Saturday in the annual Driftwood- and Salt Spring Arts Council-sponsored Light-Up event that sees Santa visit with people young and old.

B.C. FERRIES

FACC weigh in on ferry funding needs
Two reports just released
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs have
officially entered the public campaign for more
provincial funds to be put toward ferries for the
next performance term.
The provincial government is currently
reviewing information from B.C. Ferries before
it decides on the amount of its funding in trans-
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portation fees for Performance Term Three,
beginning on April 1, 2012.
Two reports drafted by the FACC, called Ominous Clouds and Community Impacts of Escalating Ferry Fares, compile statistics and anecdotal information around issues of affordability.
The reports compound the bleak picture projected by B.C. Ferries earlier this fall, when the
company suggested terminating several routes
for efficiency and predicted large fare increases
in the future.
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CRIME

SSI woman nabbed in meth lab bust

Charges laid Monday
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

A Salt Spring woman has
been charged with possession
of crystal meth in connection
with a lab that police dismantled in Nanaimo last week.
Misty Dawn Crandon, 23,
was arrested at the scene
when members of the RCMP’s
Nanaimo Property Crime Unit
raided the lab located near
Jingle Pot Road last Thursday.
Crandon was released Saturday on a promise to appear
and formally charged with
possession Monday morning.
According to an RCMP news

release, police entered the
property near Jingle Pot Road
with a search warrant around
7 p.m. Thursday evening.
They dismantled the lab the
following evening with consultation from Vancouver’s
E Division clandestine lab
response team.
A small quantity of heroin
and marijuana was discovered
in addition to crystal meth and
the material used to produce
it during the extensive search
of the property.
Evidence was also found to
suggest stolen copper wire was
being brought to the property
to be stripped, burned and
resold.
“The clandestine lab was

safely dismantled and taken
out of business,” stated Const.
Gary O’Brien, media spokesperson for the Nanaimo RCMP,
in the news release.
“As is often the case, this
property was an extremely
active criminal operation and
we’re sure the surrounding
property owners are pleased
it is no longer open for business.”
Five men, including the
property owner, were also
charged Monday.
Paul Wilfred Lee, 33, of
Nanaimo was charged with
possession for the purpose of
trafficking and production of
a controlled substance under
the Controlled Drugs and

Substances Act.
Richard Peter Buder, 55,
and Dang Hung Nguyen, 36,
of Surrey were charged with
possession for the purpose
of trafficking and possession.
Lee, Buder and Nguyen were
held in custody and appeared
in Nanaimo Provincial Court
Monday.
Nanaimo residents Wayne
Cameron May, 42, and Fred
Joseph Foerter, 42, were
charged with possession.
Crandon, May and Foerter will
appear in Nanaimo Provincial
Court on Feb. 22, 2011.
Post your comment to this story
online at
www.gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com

Community impact focus of FACC report
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doing to no apparent gain,”
said John Newton, a commissioner who represents southend pod captains.
“All it’s done is upset a lot
of people who are mostly volunteers.
“I’m hopeful that something
positive comes out of this but,
in the short term, there’s not
a lot positive to be said about
the way it’s been done and the
impact on this committee’s
effort to make Salt Spring a
safer place for residents.”
Pat Donnelly, chair of the
EMC, said any changes could
put islanders at risk by transferring authority away from
the local residents who are

on the ground and aware of
islanders’ immediate emergency needs.
Others voiced a need for
more time and information
about the proposal.
“It’s very hard to quantify
the effects of these changes,”
said Cpl. Martin Beardsmore
of the Salt Spring RCMP.
“We’ve heard everything from
the chair’s perspective and
how things will change to the
argument that nothing really
changes.
“I don’t think we have a
good idea about the change
at this point, so I’m really not
prepared to endorse or not
endorse this proposal at this
time.”
A staff report prepared by
the CRD states the proposal

to amend the CRD’s Emergency Management Bylaw
would ensure that “programs
will continue to be led locally,
through the contracted electoral area emergency coordinators, to ensure each program continues to evolve
based on each community’s
unique needs and capacities.”
The staff report states that
changes will allow “for the
balance of the [CRD] board’s
responsibilities, with the
operational needs for locally
driven priorities and program
initiatives.”
Hendren said there’s no
concrete evidence to indicate
how the change would affect
the committee’s operating
budget.
“Is it financially better?

I can’t argue that,” Hendren
said. “Some people would
argue yes, some people would
argue no.”
The Salt Spring Island Emergency Management Commission began meeting in January
of this year. Its mandate is to
identify, develop and promote
emergency response strategies for island residents.
Commissioners agreed to
meet on Dec. 13 for further
discussions about the proposed changes. The time and
location of the meeting have
yet to be determined.

Post your comment to this story
online at
www.gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com

Who
reads us?
88% of Islanders read the
Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

More daily ﬂights home from the mainland
• 6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and
Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in
Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main
YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other destinations,
including USA.

Vancouver)

work force and the volunteer base.
“Affordable ferries alone won’t create
jobs and rebuild our economies, but we
can be sure it will be very difficult with
fare increases compounding at 10 per
cent a year,” Bill Cripps, FAC chair for
Powell River, said in the news release
announcing the reports.
“We’ll have large, accumulating annual
increases on an already inflated base —
the opposite of affordable.”

‘More time and information needed’ prior to changes
EMC

HONDA
GENERATOR
122 Upper Ganges Rd. at
the head of Ganges Harbour

that the Ministry of Transportation “conduct a review of the community impact of
ferry fares, past, present and future.
“If the failure to provide ‘modest and
predictable’ annual fare increases is in
fact proving harmful to British Columbians and the coastal communities, then
adjust the transportation fee to a level

that will provide ‘modest and predictable’
fare increases more in line with inflation.”
The FACC’s community impact report
suggests a number of ways that coastal
communities are harmed by escalating
ferry travel costs. Tourist economies are
damaged by visitors deciding to go elsewhere. Residents find the cost of living
makes it hard to stay in those communities, which in turn decreases services, the

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
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Fernwood Dock group maintains stand-alone status
Vesuvius, other ports
could be incorporated
in future
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The future of Fernwood Dock
was on the table at a recent
meeting of its managing commission, with a suggestion to
transfer authority to another
Capital Regional District commission.
Garth Hendren, CRD director for the Salt Spring electoral
area, had proposed including
the dock’s care under the Salt
Spring Island Transportation
Commission at a meeting earlier this month.
“It’s too expensive as a standalone . . . since we’re paying for
it, at least we can do the administration of it,” Hendren told the
transportation commission.
The Fernwood Dock Management Commission voted
instead to keep its stand-alone
status and to establish a tax
requisition of one cent per

for approval at an upcoming
meeting of the CRD board.
The port and dock at Fernwood were under the jurisdiction of Transport Canada until
the federal ministry divested
its authority. Salt Spring residents voted in a 1999 referendum to set up a local CRD commission to save the dock, and
full authority was transferred to
the FDMC in 2003. The dock’s
practical management was
directed to the Southern Gulf
Islands Harbour Commission,
which oversees nine ports in
the region.
Under the Fernwood Dock
Ma n a g e m e n t Co m m i s s i o n
bylaw, the commission has the
ability to establish a tax requisition of 10 cents per $100,000
of property value. To date the
commission has elected not to
tap into that taxing authority
and has instead managed maintenance with $300,000 transferred from Transport Canada
at the time of divestiture.
FDMC chair Peter Lake, who
negotiated the divestiture funds,
said until now the commis-

“Most of the commission members live very close to this
dock and take a personal interest in it — and I don’t
think the transportation people would.”
PETER LAKE
Fernwood Dock Management Commission chair
$100,000 of assessed property
value for maintenance costs.
The tax will add an average of
$5 a year to Salt Spring tax bills.
Hendren will bring the request

sion has been able to commit
money to repairs and upgrades
with investment income from
the interest.
“We’re in a different situation

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Kids check out what’s in the water from Fernwood Dock.
now because interest rates are
so low.”
Lake said in addition to liability insurance and administration costs, the commission
has put $87,000 into replacing floats and dolphins and
$60,000 into major repairs of
the approach. The tax requisition is going to be especially
important because the dock
itself will need to be replaced
within the next five to 10 years.
Other options suggested for
the dock have included placing
it under the CRD commission
for emergency management

or under parks and recreation.
Lake said the commission voted
to remain a stand-alone body
because its members didn’t feel
the dock would be well-served
by placing it under commissions with a much wider mandate.
“The commission was not
happy with that plan [to be
grouped with transportation]
because there is no other group
that knows about dock handling,” Lake said.
“Most of the commission
members live very close to this
dock and take a personal inter-

est in it — and I don’t think the
transportation people would,”
he added.
“We’re now in a proper position to make policy decisions.”
Hendren said another reason
for keeping the FDMC intact is
the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans is expected
to divest itself of the ports at
Burgoyne Bay, Fulford Harbour
and Vesuvius Bay at the start of
its next fiscal year.
Hendren suggested the Fernwood Dock bylaw could be
amended to include management of the other ports.

News briefs
Light-up
winners
Winners have been named
in the Driftwood’s annual
Christmas Light-Up business decorating contest.
See a story and photos in
Friday’s Weekender paper.
Winners are as follows:
People’s Choice, Love
My Kitchen; Best Overall,
Love My Kitchen (first), Salt
Spring Fire Department
(second); Rainbow Road
Pool (Honourable Mention);
Most Creative, Rainbow
Road Pool (first), Vesuvius
Cafe (second), West of
the Moon (HM); Best Use
of Lights, Salt Spring Fire

Department (first), Acoustic
Planet (second), Waterfront
Gallery (HM).

Trust defends
staffed
lighthouses
The Islands Trust Council
has come out against the
federal government’s proposal to de-staff light stations, citing the move as
“ecologically irresponsible
and economically unjustifiable.”
“Trust Council is very
concerned that de-staffing
light stations will have a
detrimental effect on public
and environmental safety

and the heritage values of
lighthouse sites,” wrote
Sheila Malcolmson, chair
of the Islands Trust Council,
in a letter addressed to the
Senate Standing Committee
on Fisheries and Oceans.
“As light keepers provide
invaluable services to mariners, aviators and island
communities, we strongly
believe that all staffed Canadian light stations should
remain staffed.”
The Islands Trust area
includes two staffed light
stations that would be affected by the change. They are
located on Chrome Island
at the south end of Denman
Island and on Entrance
Island on the northern tip

of Gabriola Island.
Since April the Senate
committee has been meeting with stakeholders across
the country to investigate
the impact of de-staffing.
The federal government
has postponed its decision
to de-staff 27 lighthouses
on the West Coast until the
committee completes its
work.

Fill the Bank
campaign
Salt Spring Fire Rescue
has reported an excellent
start to its Fill the Bank food
drive.
With 843 items collected
as of 3 p.m. Tuesday, com-

munity members have just
five days left to bring the
total to its goal of 10,000
items — one from each Salt
Spring resident.
Drop off locations now
include Ganges Fire Hall,
Country Grocer, Thrifty
Foods, Patterson’s Market, Island Star Video, Salt
Spring Gallery of Fine Arts
and Pemberton Homes
Realty.
The campaign’s final day
is Sunday, Dec. 5. Donations
to the food bank after that
date are still greatly appreciated.

Erratic driver

Salt Spring RCMP are
seeking public information

in aid of a dangerous driving investigation.
According to a news
release, on Nov. 25 at 11:20
p.m., police observed a blue
pick-up truck travelling in
an erratic manner southbound on Fulford-Ganges
Road near Beddis Road.
They initiated a traffic stop on Arnell Way. A
29-year-old Salt Spring
male was detained and the
matter is still under investigation. Pedestrians and
motorists were noted to
have been in the area at the
time of this event. Police
are asking anyone with any
information related to this
event to contact 250-5375555 or Crimestoppers.

SuperSaver Webfares.
*

Every flight. Every seat. Every day.

*Some restrictions apply. Visit us at
www.harbourair.com for more details.

harbourair.com

1.800.665.0212
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Capital plan looks at future needs
Tax requisition
to provide
ﬁrst steps in
multiyear project
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The alternate
approval process for a
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proposed tax increase
supporting transportation improvements
on Salt Spring has now
rolled two weeks into
its final stage.
Residents and property owners have until
Jan. 4, 2011 to submit
elector response forms
if they wish to oppose
the increase, which
would add $18.85 per
year to the average
property tax bill.
The increase per
thousand dollars of
assessed property
value is from .014 to
.044 cents.
According to the
commission’s notice to
electors, the increase
would bring in $146,250
per year instead of the
current $46,250, and
would help pay for
transportation studies
and the construction
of traffic-calming measures, pedestrian sidewalks and bike paths,
among other things.
Specifically for 2011,
the building project
includes pathways on
Lower Ranges Road
from Crofton to Blain
and from Crofton to
Upper Ganges Road,
and bike lanes on
Lower Ganges Road
from Crofton to Upper
Ganges Road.
For those seeking
more information on

what they’ll get for
the increase, the Salt
Spring Island Transportation Commission
has promised to make
available detailed concept drawings of the
North Ganges Village
Transportation Management Plan.
“The design drawings for 2011 and
future years are in the
CRD director’s office
— just contact me if
you’d like to see them,”
said Bob Fenske, CRD
manager of transportation operations for
Salt Spring.
According to Fenske,
approximately 80 people viewed the drawings at two open houses last year, and voiced
preliminary approval of
improvement projects,
including a roundabout
proposed for the intersection of Lower and
Upper Ganges roads.
Fenske noted the
transportation comm i s s i o n’s f i v e - y e a r
capital plan requires
additional future tax
increases and community support, which will
have to be gained one
year at a time.
He said it’s important
electors realize the 2011
requisition amount will
not pay for a roundabout, which is projected for 2013 and will

require a much higher
amount of funding
from both Salt Spring
taxpayers and other
sources.
“ The commission
has a wish list of projects, [but] the budget
has to come forward
ever y year and the
CRD director has to be
behind it every year,”
he said.
So far Hendren has
pledged future gas tax
revenue to the commission, but the position
is up for re-election in
2012.
The commission is
also banking on getting
substantial funds from
the Ministry of Transportation for the ongoing project.
The provincial office
has taken on responsibility for building
bike lanes and has an
official preference for
roundabouts as a traffic calming device, said
Fenske.
Electors looking forward at the capital plan
will probably be most
concerned by its projection for 2014 and
2015, which includes
tax requisition funds
of $483,400 each year
without having a bigticket item like a roundabout to spend it on.
Reserve amounts in
the budget for the two

years are projected at
$520,000 and $650,000
respectively.
Fenske explained that
CRD staff have advised
keeping tax amounts
stable and consistent
once raised.
“The philosophy of
managing requisitions
as it’s done in Victoria is
that it’s not a good idea
to have wild tax swings
up and down,” Fenske
said.
“In p l a n n i n g f o r
future projects, the
capital plan puts in
amounts where funding may not be available,” he added, noting
the uncertain political
climate on the provincial level.
Information about
the commission,
including meeting
agendas and minutes, can be found at
http://www.crd.bc.ca/
saltspring/transit/
index.htm.
To contact Fenske
regarding the concept
drawings, call 250-5376227 or email bfenske@
crd.bc.ca.
Electoral response
forms for the current
a l t e r n a t e a p p r ov a l
process can be found
at the building inspection office or online at
http://www.crd.bc.ca/
about/elections/altapproval.htm.

ISLAND BUSINESS

Debate continues
with campaign
Mark’s expansion still being
contested
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F
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Q.

One side of our house does not have a vapour barrier.
Is there a paint that can act as a vapour barrier?

A.

Yes. We carry a latex vapour barrier primer
which will handle the job.
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If your question is chosen, you will receive 20% off any single
purchase of in-stock Àooring or paint!
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The organizer of a grassroots campaign to save
a group of small businesses is building on a successful petition process and now looking for other
means of community support.
Emily McIvor initiated the paper and online
petition opposing the expansion of Mark’s Work
Wearhouse and the displacement of four small
local shops. She has collected approximately 500
signatures and comments to date. McIvor said
providing a venue for public discussion is important, even if the petition holds no legal weight.
“We need to get the information out there. I
just thought we can’t let this go without saying
anything, and this is a way to get people to say
something, at least — a kind of public forum or a
place to be heard as a group.”
McIvor has mainly directed her campaign at the
corporate chain (owned by Canadian Tire) responsible for Mark’s, although it’s unclear how much
control the organization has over a local franchise.
She also recently posted an open letter to Leon
Aptekmann, landlord of the businesses involved,
asking him to preserve the unique character of the
downtown street front.
McIvor has suggested community members get
involved by sending letters to Mark’s Work Wearhouse and attending town hall sessions of the
local Trust committee, even if the matter is not on
the formal agenda for the Dec. 2 meeting.
“I think it’s at least worth arguing that it’s not the
same to have one big store as it is to have five small
ones — it’s just not,” she said in relation to Ganges’
form and character guidelines in the OCP.
Jonathan Yardley, the architect directing the
expansion, has pointed out the new building conforms to existing structures and does not involve
rezoning, being commercial space. One of the
small businesses, Salt Spring Soapworks, will be
relocated further down the street in part of the
existing Mark’s annex.
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Salt Spring Coﬀee Co. on the move
COFFEE CO

continued from A1

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Neil Haywood with coﬀee beans at Salt Spring Coffee Co. plant on Alders Avenue.

table, but pointed out the positive
aspects of the change.
“The challenges of neighbour relations weren’t ideal . . . It’s unfortunate that we couldn’t leave on good
terms, but we’re looking forward to
our move to Viking Way. We’re happy
to be moving and there’s lots of great
energy going into the new facility.”
According to a statement by company owner Mickey McLeod, posted
in the spring of 2010 on the company’s website, the vision for the new
site originally included a new café,
tasting room, warehouse and roaster, all to be located on one site within
the city of Vancouver.
Bjornson said being located outside the city centre, the Richmond
space will include a coffee education
centre, though public activities will
be focused on the company’s Main
Street café in Vancouver.
Bjornson said that having failed
to find a suitable location on Salt
Spring, “We’ve really worked hard

to make sure the move is a positive
one for everybody . . . We’re working
above and beyond to provide full
employment options for the Lower
Mainland.”
“Being true to our roots and our
core in the move has been really
important to us.”
But some former employees are not
as enthusiastic about the change.
Gretta Hildebrandt, who was
responsible for shipping special
orders from the Salt Spring warehouse, started looking for a new job
as soon as she heard the company
was planning to leave.
“They definitely asked me to move
with them, but I was happy to be part
of an island company and my family
and home is settled here,” Hildebrandt said.
“So I had to give up a well-paying
position with good benefits.”

‘All is not what it
seems’
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

More than 75 per cent
of Brinkworthy Place
residents who cast ballots in a Nov. 24 vote
are in favour of Tri-Star
Properties’ application
to convert the seniors
community to a bareland strata.
Approximately 19 per
cent voted against the
move and roughly three
per cent said they are
indifferent to the proposal.
“I think we had a good
meeting to explain the
proposal,” said Rod Bailey, chair of the Brinkworthy Park Committee.
“There’s no really change
to the affordable housing idea.”
Converting properties
to a bare-land strata and
allowing residents to
buy land in the park, he
said, does not mean the
cost of living within the
complex will rise.
He said governmentsanctioned rent controls
and a covenant to prohibit evictions should
assure residents that
strata conversion is not
a threat to affordability.
“I don’t know of a
single reason to oppose
this,” he said.
The November survey

results represent a dramatic reversal from an
earlier vote.
According to a strata
conversion and lot-purchase survey conducted
by Tri-Star back in 2008,
67 per cent of respondents said they did not
favour strata conversion
and would not purchase
their property outright
should strata conversion
be approved.
Some residents have
said they believe conversion to a bare-land strata
will lead to higher property values at one of the
few affordable independent housing options for
island seniors.
“It’s really rattled a lot
of people,” said Brinkworthy Place resident
Pam Adams.
“It is a very contentious issue with a lot of
moral aspects.”
Adams said all is not
necessarily what it seems
at the Ganges area housing complex.
The committee will
hold another vote to
determine how many
residents would purchase their properties
should the conversion
proposal proceed.
Tri-Star Properties’
application is under
review by staff at the
local Islands Trust office.
The company has
stated that strata conversion is intended to
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prevent “the potential
future redevelopment
of the property into
something other than
a manufactured home
community.”
Brinkworthy residents
own their homes, but
pay rent on their lots.
Conversion to a bareland strata would give
property owners the
option to buy their lots
and continue to have
access to communal
amenities such as water,
sewer, garbage collection services and common areas.

www.sawyersewing.com
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Struggling to out-hustle
the Salt Spring Shuffle
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

T

he nightmare of finding
an affordable place to live
on Salt Spring Island has
become so commonplace
that it’s even got a name.

“You wouldn’t want
your grandpa to live like this.”

RE
NTY
PHOTO BY SEAN MCI

chicken-and-egg scenarios,” he said.
The Barsteads and their land partner Axel
Dollheiser have spent more than half a decade
ironing out rough drafts and details of the
rezoning application to permit two residential
“I’ve been here for a long time and I’ve seen dwellings on a forested property on Mount
a lot of families from the island have to move Maxwell.
Navigating the complex legal interplay
off. It’s called the ‘Salt Spring Shuffle,’” said
Kim Steadman, a 40-year-old mother of three between themselves and Dollheiser, along with
the Islands Trust, has been a serious test of perwho rents a home on the island’s south end.
Steadman and her three children experi- severance and determination.
“Everyone has been very supportive, but
enced the Salt Spring Shuffle firsthand for
more than a decade, living in four homes the biggest challenge we’ve had is staying
patient while we go through this process,” he
across the island during that time.
When an affordable place does come up, said.
The family hopes it will only take one more
Steadman said, it often isn’t available for the
winter
before everything falls into place and
long term or isn’t open to pets or children.
Since raising a family and earning a living they can begin work on their dream home,
as a single mother is hard enough, Steadman an eco-friendly design that will have as little
is happy to report that her current housing impact on the property as possible.
“If something like this hadn’t come up,
situation has become relatively stable.
we’d have to leave Salt
“It’s a nice change
Spring,” he said.
from having to move
If something like that
from spot to spot withhad
not come up, as it
o u t re a l l y k n ow i n g
so often hasn’t for many
where to go,” she said.
former island residents,
“You’re under enough
Salt Spring would have
pressure as it is so it’s
KIM STEADMAN, Island resident
lost out on two more
important to have a little
children in the local
softer ground for famischool district; the
lies and the elderly,” she
said. “You wouldn’t want your grandpa to live island would miss out on two young and energetic entrepreneurs who are actively engaged
like this.
“It’s time people open their eyes to the in a wide range of community initiatives; and
yet another family would have been forced to
problem.”
Steadman has encountered and heard pack up and shuffle away.
The stories of Barstead and Steadman are
plenty of stories from families that haven’t
been so lucky; the ones who are no longer on only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
the housing situation on the island, according
the island to share their housing woes.
“There’s been a lot of transition as families to Janis Gauthier, an island-based affordable
come and go,” she said. “If there’s already a housing consultant who runs JG Consulting
name for it, it’s pretty obvious that this is hap- Services Ltd.
Gauthier says the days of looking at the
pening.”
Damien Barstead, his wife Aerin Young affordable housing issue as something that
and the couple’s two children spent a good only affects the island’s lower income or
seven years living the shuffle. They nearly homeless population are long behind us.
Housing has an impact on everyone — from
became one of those families that moved
young
children to the island’s seniors.
away in search of more affordable accommoAccording to Gauthier, changing residents’
dation, but decided to make a commitment
preconceptions and stigmas about what
and tough it out on Salt Spring.
Soon after the Barsteads arrived on the affordable housing is and who stands to benisland to start a landscaping business and efit from its creation is the most crucial eleraise a family in 1999, property values soared. ment needed to solve the problem.
That shift in mindset that Gauthier
House prices experienced an unprecedented
increase (see house prices side bar) for much describes, along with a good dose of luck and
plenty of patience, is how Barstead and Steadof the decade.
“Looking to buy something permanent man have been able to avoid succumbing to
the Salt Spring Shuffle.
became a real challenge,” Barstead said.
“Actually I’ve been there but I’ve gotten
Even if the Barsteads have no trouble makmyself
out of it,” Steadman said. “If it wasn’t
ing their monthly mortgage payments, lenders are hesitant to loosen the purse strings for for the island itself, I don’t know where I’d be
young couples who run their own business, right now. People could have turned a blind
and are even more wary of those who wish to eye but they didn’t.”

, it took creativity,
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HOUSING PRICES OUTPACE INCOMES
While it’s no big secret that housing prices on the island have risen
dramatically over the past decade, the real significance of this upward
trend can be gleaned when housing prices are contrasted with average
household incomes.
“Home and land prices have increased very dramatically over recent
years, and ownership is beyond the reach of most renters. There is a
large gap in the supply of homeowner housing that is attainable to the
general population, based on their incomes,” reads the 2009 Islands Trust
Housing Needs Assessment. “Generally the available supply of housing
is at least double the price that would be affordable to a median income
earner on Salt Spring Island.
“Trends in incomes are exacerbating this problem; there are increases
in the number of residents of very low incomes, declines in the number
of low to moderate income earners, and sharp increases in the number of
residents with very high incomes.”
Between 2001 and 2006, for example, the median price for a singlefamily home on the island rose from $265,651 to $517,873, an increase of
nearly 95 per cent.
During that same time, however, the median household income on the
island rose by only 12 per cent, from just over $40,000 to about $45,000.
Much of that increase is attributed to a 130 per cent rise in the number of
households earning more than $100,000 per year and a 22 per cent increase
in the number of households earning between $79,999 and $99,999.
Households earning between $40,000 and $49,999, $50,000 and $59,999
and $60,000 to $69,000 decreased by 23, three and 22 per cent respectively.
According to the Needs Assessment document, the significant increase
in high income earners could be “expected to produce upward pressure
on property values as incomes permit a much greater expenditure on
housing.”
At the same time, the report suggests, a decline in middle-income earners
could reveal that lower and middle income families are leaving the island.
Based on affordability standards used in the report, a family would
need to earn approximately $106,600 to afford the median Salt Spring
home, which, in 2008, was priced for sale at $648,214.

SSI RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY SALES HISTORY - SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003 2004 2005
2006
2007
Number sold 157
161
192
172
197
184
185
142
190
A.V.G. price 285,500 356,109 332,319 364,816 440,311 565,876 560,887 609,873 616,954
Avg incr $
Avg incr %
Cumm $
Cumm %

70,609
25%
70,609

-23,790
-7%
46,819
16%

32,498
10%
79,316
28%

75,495 125,565 -4,989 48,986 7,081
21%
29%
-1%
9%
1%
154,811 280,376 275,387 324,373 331,454
54%
98%
96%
114% 116%

MEDIAN price 262,261 277,975 265,651 313,157 361,807 426,717 469,022 517,873 548,510
Median incr $
Median incr %
Cumm $
Cumm%

15,714
6%
15,714
6%

-12,324
-4%
3,390
1%

47,506
18%
50,896
19%

48,650 64,910 42,304 48,852 30,637
16%
18%
10%
10%
6%
99,546 164,456 206,760 255,612 286,249
38%
63%
79%
97%
109%

buy raw land.
Given the grim outlook, the Barsteads figured they had two options: pack up the van
and move to a more affordable community, or
get creative.
To say the family’s been creative is an understatement if ever there was one.
It’s five years later and the Barsteads hope
they’ve reached the final stage of completing an
unprecedented land-sharing arrangement.
“There have been so many Catch-22s and

Over the next several weeks, the Driftwood will
publish a series of articles designed to uncover
what islanders have done to help affordable housing initiatives succeed, where island programs
and government policies have fallen short, and
some of the challenges that need be addressed
before there’s any hope of putting the brakes on
the Salt Spring Shuffle.

VANISHING FAMILIES
Statistics presented in last year’s Islands Trust Housing Needs Assessment indicate that a
lack of affordable housing options on the island may have resulted in a sharp decline in the
number of preschool-aged children (ages 0-4) and school-age children (ages five to 14).
Between the 2001 and 2006 Census periods, Salt Spring’s overall decrease in this age
group was 11.9 per cent, compared to 2.5 per cent for the Capital Regional District and 3.7
per cent for the province.
This decrease in young family-aged groups is also reflected in the number of the parents
of these children (or people aged 25-44), which declined 13 per cent, compared to 3.1 per
cent in the CRD and 4.2 per cent in B.C. during the same period.
According to the 2009 Islands Trust Housing Needs Assessment, these statistics illustrate
the common perception “that housing affordability problems are affecting families’ ability
to remain on Salt Spring Island.”
“Clearly this out-migration of families,” the report states, “would be a significant
contributor to the reported declines in permanent resident school enrolments.”
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Red Cross Rescuers honoured on Saturna
Ceremony marks
crash’s one-year
anniversary
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

One year less a day after
a Seair floatplane crashed
off Saturna Island, nearly
150 people turned out to
honour the lives of the
six people who lost their
lives and to celebrate a
community that stepped
up to help.
Among events at Saturday afternoon’s memorial service was the presentation of Canadian
Red Cross awards to
three island residents
who saved the lives of the
crash’s two survivors.
“Unfortunately, six
people died, but two
people were saved, and
it was due to the actions
of some of the locals
who got out on the
water and got them out
of the water,” said Bruce
Andrew, manager of
public affairs for the Red
Cross’ coastal region. “It’s
good to have people in
communities with capacity like that who can go to
respond to situations like
that.”
Red Cross Rescuer
Awards were presented

PHOTO COURTESY RED CROSS

From left, award recipients Peter Clark, Wes Paulin and Kevin O’Hara.
to Saturna residents Peter
Clark, Wesley Paulin and
Kevin O’Hara for their
role in saving the lives of
pilot Francois St. Pierre
and 56-year-old passenger Barbara Glenn.
According to John Wiznuk, chief of the Saturna
Island Volunteer Fire
Department, the three
men headed towards the
downed plane in personal watercraft within
minutes of the crash.
“To the surprise and
horror of all responding
and watching, the aircraft quickly disappeared
beneath the water,” said
Wiznuk in a speech he
gave during Saturday’s
event. “Two heads were
spotted in the waves: the
pilot, Francois, and one

CRD

Economic committee
ready to begin work
Community Economic
Development Commission
appointments complete
A new commission established by Garth Hendren, CRD director for the Salt Spring Electoral
District, is ready to get to work with the appointment of its members.
The commission has been funded $35,000 from
the CRD director’s administration budget to work
on studies and reports exploring issues related to
economic development on Salt Spring. Hendren
said the wide-ranging work will include everything
from a survey of the island’s economy to a strategy
to address under-housing on the island.
The following individuals were appointed after
an application process:
• Douglas Muldoon, president of the Retail Marketing Group. The Retail Marking Group develops strategic plans and marketing programs for
natural health and organic organizations across
Canada. Muldoon has resided on Salt Spring for
the past four years.
• Brent Mainprize. Mainprize operates an international software business that focuses on identifying, evaluating and developing business opportunities for individuals and communities. His
company recently announced the sale of its software to Finland. Mainprize and his family have
lived on Salt Spring for the past five years.
• Wayne McIntyre. McIntyre most recently was
a vice president of Telus. He was also a member of
the Winter Olympics Steering Committee for the
North Shore of Greater Vancouver.
• Rachel Scott, coordinator of Salt Spring Literacy. Scott holds a master’s degree in social and public policy from the London School of Economics.
• Richard Kerr. Kerr has worked as a senior economist for the government of Canada. He has served
with a number of local groups, including the Salt
Spring Island Local Government Restructure Study
Committee and as the treasurer of SWOVA. He has
been a resident of Salt Spring since 1993.
• Rob Wiltzen. Wiltzen owns and operates Mobius Communications, a local software and web
design company. A long-time resident of Salt
Spring, he has served as chair of the local Parks
and Recreation Commission and presently sits
with the trail subcommittee of PARC. He is the
alternate director to the CRD for Salt Spring.

passenger, Barbara, seriously injured, without
PFDs and at the end of
their strength.”
Wiznuk said Clark,
O’Hara and Paulin tried
to pull the two survivors
from the frigid water and
eventually transported
them to shore.
“That’s where I was
and I remember a whirl
of people and action,”
Wiznuk said. “If I were to
name names, we might
be here all day. There
were so many trying to
help . . . You know who
you are, thank you.”
The eight-seat de
Havilland Beaver aircraft, operated by Seair,
crashed into the water
shortly after departing
from Lyall Harbour at

approximately 4 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov. 29.
The plane was en route
from the Gulf Islands to
the Lower Mainland.
Part-time Saturna
Island residents Richard
Haskett, 49, and Cindy
Shafer, 44, Vancouver
residents Kerry Morrissey, 41, Sarah Morrissey,
six months, and Catherine White-Holman, 55,
of Vancouver, and White
Rock’s Thomas Glenn, 60,
were killed in the crash.
On Saturday, a ferry
serving the island
stopped at the crash site
for a moment to mark
the occasion and a bench
was dedicated to the victims.
Andrew said one other
Saturna Island resi-

ON CALL &
ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers
TROY KAYE
• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms
Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

Kapa Kai Glass
250-653-4148

COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS
Salt Spring Island
COMMUNITY
SOCIETY

Caring for ourselves
and others ...

Coordinator: Sharon Glover 250-537-4607

December 2010
Wellness Program salutes... Peer Support Volunteers!
HUGE thanks to these wonderful, trained senior volunteers who, all
year, every week, have helped seniors going through tough spots
socially or emotionally:
Joanne Chisholm
Lee Evans
Edna Gatt
Rosalind Hope
Cathy MacDonald
Barry Pinchin
Adiel Pantoja
Lois Sprague
Eileen Stubbe
Sam Tarasoff
Joyce Townsend
Mike Webb
Lee Wright

Valerie Doucet
Toby Fouks
Ray Hall
Dawn Luker
Scott Merrick
Betty Pinchin
Sheila Reid
Jody Slakov
Anne Sutfin
Betty Thompson
Ruth Volquardsen
Louise Woodward

and to our caring Friendly Visitors and Friendly Voices
who make such a bright spot in the lives of seniors with
their weekly social visits:
Miro Cervenka
Pamela Cundy
Steve Edge
Catherine Faulkner Joyce Harrison
Louise Henson
Donna Jenkins
Andrew Nesbitt
John Pickering
Prem Pillay
Linda Quiring
Andrea Rankin
Janet Rayner
Barbara Siegele
Eric Sigmund
Terry Simard
Lynda Turner
Mona Warren
Thanks also to Salt Spring Island Foundation who funded the
training of new Senior Peer Support volunteers this year!
These are people who make a true difference in our community!!

dent refused the award
because he felt he simply
did what anybody would
do in the same position.
The event focused the
Transportation Safety
Board’s attention on a
number of float-plane
safety issues such as
the use of jettisonable
or push-out emergency exits on seaplanes,
underwater egress training for air crew, aircraft
handling characteristics,
and the wearing of personal floatation devices.
The investigation
prompted questions of
why similar recommendations forwarded by the
TSB to Transport Canada
as a result of past incidents were not adopted.
T h e Tr a n s p o r t a tion Safety Board’s full
report about the crash is
expected to be released
sometime in early 2011.

SAM
ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service
Factory Certiﬁed Warranty Technician
for all Makes and Models
Hot Water Tank and Appliance Installation
Licenced Refrigeration. Fully Insured.
Emergency Service.
SAM ANDERSON

TEL: 250-537-5268
FAX: 250-537-1100

samander@telus.net
AUTHORIZED WARRANTY FOR
AEG, ASKO, BOSCH, DCS, DACOR, DANBY, DIMPLEX, ELECTROLUX, FABER,
FISHER PAYKEL, FRIGIDAIRE, GE, GAGGENEAU, HOTPOINT, INGLIS, KENMORE,
KITCHENAID, LG, MARVELLE, MAYTAG, MIELE, SUB ZERO, ULTRALINE,
THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL, WOODS
SEARS SENIOR WARRANTY TECHNICIAN FOR
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sample the World’s Flavours
and Artisan Markets in Fulford
Tuesdays at Rock Salt Restaurant are global curry night &
Saturdays are authentic mexican food night

Win a cooking lesson
with Rock Salt chefs, dinner for two &
a $50 shopping spree @ Stuff & Nonsense.
TO ENTER VISIT OUR SHOPS OR WEBSITES

Mention this ad and receive 20% off
all scarves and shawls from India at Stuff & Nonsense.
www.stuffandnonsense.ca

www.rocksaltrestaurant.com

Congratulations Tina Appelman Cruickshank you are this month’s winner. Next draw is December 15th!

SLEGG LUMBER
has in stock ...

• Ice-Melting
Salt
• Snow Shovels
• Pipe Heaters
• Insulation
• Weather
Stripping
• Presto Logs
• Ice Scrapers
• and Christmas
Lights!

SLEGG LUMBER

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00

804 Fulford-Ganges Road

250-537-4978

i[

A8 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2010 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Opinion

Gold - Best Special Publication - “AQUA - Gulf Islands Living”
Gold - Best Photo Essay Award - “Day in the Life”
Gold - Newspaper Promotion Award -“Owner’s Manual” / Bronze - Best Overall Newspaper
Bronze - Best Special Section - “Derrick Lundy Retrospective”
Bronze - Best Sports Photo - “John Cameron - Slugger”
2010 BC and Yukon Community Newspapers Association Awards

2009 WINNER
2008
WINNER

Gold - Best Overall Newspaper / Silver - Best Editorial Page / Silver- Best Front Page
Silver - Best Special Section - AQUA “Gulf Islands Living”
Silver - Best In-House Ad Campaign - “Owners’ Manual”
Bronze - Best Community Service - “Residents Card Program”
2010 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards

EDITORIAL

Up to
speed

T

he proposal to increase
Salt Spring property taxes to help
fund transportation
improvements is inching its
way into the limelight.
Islanders have another 33 days to register their
displeasure with the plan by signing an “alternate
approval process” form, available online at crd.
bc.ca or at the Capital Regional District Building
Inspection office in Ganges.
The Bylaw 3740 proposal would see taxes for
the “transportation services” (non-transit) part
of the Salt Spring Transportation Commission’s
annual budget raised from $46,250 to $146,250,
or from .014 cents to .044 cents per thousand
dollars of assessed property value. Put another
way, the increase is estimated to be $18.85 for the
average assessed home — up to $26.56.
The proposal is reasonable. For property owners’ additional contribution of $18.85 per year
(for that average-assessed residence), some
Proposed
tangible improvements
transportation
to the walking and
tax increase
cycling infrastructure in
North Ganges will result.
Most of the project funds
will come from other
2011 plan is
sources, but the extra bit
reasonable
needed from the transportation commission
through this requisition hike will be essential not
only for the first round of improvements but for
any planned in future.
Whether or not the transportation commission
can continue to acquire funds from other government agencies, or if future electoral area directors will be willing to support grander plans will
determine if improvements will be ongoing.
And if further tax funds are requested beyond
the $146,250 per year, that’s when much more
scrutiny should be applied to the proposals.
We know that many island property owners
already feel overtaxed and that helping to fund a
wholesale urbanization program of our roadways
may not be their first priority.
Whether a round-about with a price tag of
at least $750,000 really makes sense for the
Upper and Lower Ganges roads intersection is
one example of a proposal that should not be
accepted without in-depth consideration of
cheaper options.
But rather than zooming ahead of the immediate consideration, it makes sense to accept the
transportation commission’s proposal for 2011,
and take advantage of any chance to get up to
speed with their future plans.

THE ISSUE:

WE SAY:

Rainwater catchment not the answer
BY MIKE LARMOUR
In the Nov. 17 Driftwood Viewpoint article entitled
“Treating the rainwater is the key” by Ross King, he
contends that we have plenty of water, that we should
collect rain that falls on our roofs and use it as a potable water supply.
To the contrary, information on rainwater harvesting shows that it
will not reliably supply the household needs of most homes on the
island. It is very expensive, needs treatment to be made potable and
the roof catchment system requires regular maintenance.
Furthermore, if used in conjunction with a public water system,
rainwater catchment will reduce much needed income to the public
system and increase peak demand, necessitating expensive capital
works at the cost of the ratepayers.
A single family dwelling with a catchment area of 2,100 square feet
(195 square metres) — the area of the buildings’ footprint under the
roof — and with an annual precipitation of 38.4 inches (975 mm)
gives an annual yield of almost 31,000 imperial gallons (141,000
litres).
Consumption, based on four full-time residents with a conserver
attitude, the use of low-flush toilets, and water-efficient dishwasher
and clothes-washing machines, and allowing for 500 gallons per
month outdoor use from June through September results in an
annual water demand of 52,000 gallons.
Thus the rainwater catchment system as described would fall
short of meeting household needs by 21,300 gallons in an average
precipitation year. In a very dry year with 600 mm (24 inches) of precipitation, the shortage would be much worse.
As a point of reference, the average annual water demand for a
single family dwelling in the North Salt Spring Waterworks District is
50,000 to 60,000 gallons.
Our climate is not well suited to economical rainwater harvesting
because most of our precipitation falls in November, December and
January when demand is low, whereas we typically have prolonged

dry periods during July, August and September when
water demand is at its highest. This necessitates large
storage tanks, which are very expensive.
A good quality 20,000-gallon storage tank with a
50-year life will cost at least $30,000. In addition, a potable water system will need filtration and disinfection, a pump, electrical and plumbing work, and roof washing appurtenances. As well, it is
desirable to protect the tank from freezing and heat. Asphalt shingles
on the roof are not generally recommended for potable water use. An
enameled steel roof might add a further $20,000 to the cost.
Once rain comes in contact with the roof surface it can wash many
types of bacteria, molds, algae and protozoa into the storage tank,
and therefore requires appropriate and consistent treatment if it is to
be used for potable water.
A public water system is routinely monitored for water quality by
public health officials. On the other hand, individual water systems
like water catchment do not fall under public health regulations and
therefore are only monitored by the home owner, if at all.
The two different systems should not be mixed.
The evidence clearly shows that the use of rainwater for household
potable water purposes is not a viable option for most people, the
exceptions being small households on very low-producing wells. A
more practical use of rainwater is to save a modest amount of runoff,
untreated, for garden watering.
In his Driftwood article, Mr. King says that is is clear that my
primary concern is with unrestricted rental housing on the island.
Actually, my primary concern is that we are slowly following the path
of many other areas of the world that are now experiencing crises in
water supply. We are not now at a crisis, but the early warning signs
are there.
But that’s another story.

VIEWPOINT

The writer is former manager of the North Salt Spring Waterworks
District.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

20

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you approve of Wikileaks?

Yes

Is SSI Transit a viable
alternative to winter
driving?

No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our oﬃce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.
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IslandVoices

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“Is it financially better? I can’t argue that. Some people
would argue yes, some people would argue no.”
GARTH HENDREN, CRD DIRECTOR, RE THE EMERGENCY COMMISSION

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: How do you decide which causes to contribute to over the Christmas season?

PAT FRASER

BRIGIT MITCHELL

CHRIS GAY

RITA THOMAS

TOM PILARSKI

Kid-related. It’s a tough time
for families, so if you do
something for kids you ease
the burden on the whole
family.

I bring food bank donations
to a number of locations
throughout the season.

Usually it’s for the food bank
because if people have a full
belly they can care for themselves better.

Every year we say to our kids,
“Don’t give us material presents, give us money to give to a
charity.” This year we’re giving
it to the food bank.

Sometimes I just help out
people on the street — give
them coffee, blankets or small
change.

Letters to the editor
Bamboozled
I am writing to express
my disappointment at the
superficial and misleading
article in the Nov. 17 Driftwood regarding the closure
of the LMH surgical facility.
(“Hospital board asks VIHA
to halt dismantling of operating room.”)
VIHA’s vice president of
communications was quoted as being “disappointed
with the CRHD response”
and that “we have a very
good relationship with the
CRD” and he “understands
the board’s desire to have
such investments carried
out properly.” What nonsense!
Had the Driftwood
attended the CRHD meeting, they would have heard
a very different story from
C R D b o a rd m e m b e r s ,
one of whom, after VIHA’s
obvious misrepresenta-

tions were exposed by the
Save Our Surgery delegation, exclaimed that “VIHA
should be ashamed of
itself.”
Other CRHD board members are on public record
expressing dismay, even
incredulity, that VIHA had
not bothered to inform
them about the closure of
our surgery. They became
aware of it only when SOS
first attended their meetings. As former CRD director Gary Holman put it in
his remarks to the board,
“VIHA is here because SOS
is here.”
Are we being too hard on
VIHA? Consider for yourself statements VIHA staff
made at the meeting. They
provided statistics reflecting the declining use of the
surgical facility that were
primarily the result of funding cuts, cuts VIHA denied
making.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

They characterized the
withdrawal of Dr. Roy Preshaw’s hospital privileges
by local administrators as a
“resignation.”
They dismissed written offers by Drs. Preshaw
and Sira to provide locum
services for an 18-month
period to allow resumption
of the search for a permanent replacement because
it was not a “formal application.” Incidentally, VIHA
refrained from posting
locum positions, a legal
necessity.
This community and
its local taxpayers, after
contributing $3 million to
upgrade a service that has
existed for decades, deserve
better.
It is time for the Driftwood
to take this matter seriously
and to get responses from
both sides of the issue.
Further, it should recognize that this is not an

either/or situation but a
simple matter of ethics. We
are being bamboozled by
bean counters whose last
priority is patient care and
who do not seem to mind
how they achieve their
goals.
RUTH TARASOFF,

the courage to expose a
different viewpoint from
that of the Islands Trust.
It keeps them alert to the
populace.
It lets ‘em know that we
actually exist. And that is
democracy.
JAQUALINE ROUSSIN,

S A LT S P R I N G

RAINBOW ROAD

Different
viewpoints
acceptable

Logical
conclusion

Regarding last week’s
letters that were critical
of Peter Vincent’s last column, pardon me for saying this, but was not the
original intention of the
newspaper in Canada to
give voice to the people in
opposition to the governing power, as put forth by
Alexander Mackenzie?
I say “here, here” to
Peter Vincent for having

This letter is a response
to the “Senate clout
abused” letter by Edith
Loring-Kahunga of the
NDP in last week’s paper.
I do not know if Ms.
Loring-Kahunga is deliberately trying to deceive
or is just naive in regard to
the NDP climate bill which
was defeated by the Senate.
The day after it was voted
down, Evan Solomon of
CBC’s Power and Politics

interviewed the Conservative head of the Senate and
the leader of the Liberal
senators. This is what happened.
With 15 Liberal senators absent, Bill 311 was
slated to go to committee
for debate. Instead, Liberal
senator Mitchell stood up
along with other Liberals
demanding a vote, knowing it would be defeated.
The only logical conclusion is the opposition
would be able to call the
Conservatives undemocratic and anti-environment. The Senate has been
unelected for over 140
years.
This is only one of the
changes the Conservatives
have tried to pass yet the
NDP has voted against.
JC CLARKE,
S A LT S P R I N G

MORE LETTERS continued on A12

Coming to grips with the shame of unearned money
To all you babybooming Canadian WASPs
out there, relax. It’s OK to inherit money
from your parents.
It may be cultural, it may be demographic
or it may be geographic, but there is a deep
rooted, guilt-ridden angst when it comes
to inherited windfalls. Before we proceed,
some definitions.
Babyboomers are generally recognized as
those of us born between 1946 and 1964 —
those halcyon boom years following World
War II, remembered fondly for generating lots of middle-class money and lots of
babies.
WASPS are the privileged many that parented a vast number of these babyboomers — white Anglo-Saxon Protestants (the
“white” part of that is a little redundant,
as virtually all Anglo-Saxon immigrants
steaming their way to Newfoundland and
parts east were decidedly white.)
Boomers are now reaching retirement
age, and of course the parents of boomers
have statistically reached their “best-before
date.” They are shucking the mortal coil in
great numbers, leaving behind untold fortunes — a cumulative fortune estimated at
between 41 trillion and 136 trillion in North
America.
I count myself amongst that fortunate
legion who has recently received a chunk
of cash, precipitating this hand-wringing
analysis of my reluctance to disclose — a
reluctance that kept the cheque in my wallet for some 12 months.
It seems that I not only inherited money

from my parents, but also
their deep-seeded, bluecollar belief (brought on
by indelible memories of
the Great Depression) that
money not earned by hard
work is somehow tainted. I
have recently discovered that
this slight self-induced shame
may well be part of the Canadian fabric. A short personal genealogy is
in order.
My mother grew up in the hard-bitten,
bleak coal-mining region of northern England — Newcastle. Although not a child
of the collieries herself, life up there was
short, nasty and harsh for most. Paydays
were every Friday. On Thursdays they often
went hungry. She enlisted in the Royal Air
Force shortly after the Battle of Britain commenced.
Dad was from Vancouver, the son of a
butcher, who joined the RCAF at the onset
of Canada’s war effort. After the war he
returned to Canada with his English bride
and soldiered on, scratching and clawing
his way through the ranks, ending his career
as a Major General, reaching that lofty rung
with nothing more than a high school education. And grit.
When I decided to go to university, my
father took me aside and said, “Son, I could
pay for your university, but I won’t. I think
it’s best if you work your way through college by yourself.”
And there it was — that tough, middle-

class, nothing-should-comeeasy attitude. And so I struggled through university, hustling through four years takPeter
ing on everything from night
Vincent
watchmen jobs to macramé
jewellery, to cruising garage
sales and flipping the stuff at
Sunday swap meets. At the
end of the day I was a tough,
educated capitalist.
Despite knowing better, I inherited the
same thinly veiled disdain for easy money.
The table took an ironic turn when I myself
was to become one of those fortunate layabouts.
It was only during a recent road trip down
the West Coast that I began to understand
the class/cultural/demographic imperative
that was the source of all this angst. Those
on the poverty threshold and those used
to the silver spoon seem to have no reluctance whatsoever in celebrating a bulge in
the bank account. Those with family trees
not grounded in the grim, Victorian milieu
have no trouble publicly toasting a recently
deceased who has seen fit to sprinkle a little
manna in their direction. And those bringing up the rear — the Gen X’ers and Y’ers —
have similarly brushed off the uncomfortable notion of unearned wealth.
It is only we Canadian, WASP babyboomers that seem to carry around this fiscal
shame like a scarlet letter on our collective
foreheads.
It brings me great happiness to inform the

HEADTOHEAD

reader that this poor baby has seen the light.
This poor baby has cashed the cheque. The
burning question becomes “Where to park
the money?”
We babyboomers are taking much better care of ourselves. Many of our generation will live well into our 90s and beyond,
meaning we will have another 35 or 40 years
to budget. We have expensive habits. We
enjoy exotic locales and fine wines sipped
from fine crystal. We will be needing more
money for a longer period.
Savings accounts? Forget about it. They
are garnering something less than one per
cent interest — hardly a rate to keep the
wolf away. Maybe an income property? Do
you really want to be spending your weekends plunging renters’ toilets or chasing
bad rent cheques when you are 75 years old?
The stock market? The mere mention can
trigger the vapours in the less adventurous.
Recently the Globe and Mail ran a story
of retired university prof Mike Henderson,
who sat down and gleaned a small handful
of stocks that he felt Canada couldn’t live
without — solid companies from various
sectors. Over the past 10 years, his little
hand-picked portfolio has yielded 305 per
cent.
Stocks it is. I’ll take it. All-Canadian
stocks. What better way to honour parents
that worked so hard to provide me this
opportunity. Besides, Canada doesn’t make
a Porsche. Yet.
republicofsaltspring@mac.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Be Part of Your Community!
Apply To Join An Advisory Committee
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
seeks advice from, and taps into the expertise of
residents wishing to work on advisory committees.
As community leaders and volunteers, we value your
time and your ability to contribute.
The Committee is now receiving applications from interested
community members to fill vacant positions on the following
advisory committees;
• Advisory Design Panel
• Advisory Environment Committee
All applicants must be electors of the Local Trust community
and residents of the Salt Spring Island Local Trust area. These
appointments are for a 2-year term and may be extended
further.
Citizens interested in participating in any of these committees
are invited to apply in writing. Applications will be received up
to January 7, 2011 and must include a statement of interest,
relevant experience, qualifications, and identification of which
committee(s) you wish to be a member of, and should be
addressed to:
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, ISLANDS TRUST
1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8
Further information regarding the roles and responsibilities of advisory
committee members as well as an application form may be obtained at the
Islands Trust office, by email request through ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca,
or on the Islands Trust website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm.
We can also be reached at 250-537-9144.

Fraser’s

Thimble Farms

Christmas is Coming
LIVE
CHRISTMAS
TREES
Great selection
of Fir, Spruce
& Pine

CUT
CHRISTMAS
TREES
Beautiful Douglas Fir,
Grand Fir and
Noble Fir - small to
really big!
available Dec. 2
onward

Winter in the Garden...
Add some colour with
winter blooming shrubs &
perennials...Witch Hazel,
Hellebores, Sarcococca,
Cornelian Cherry, Viburnum
“Pink Dawn” & Much More.

It’s a great time to
plant Dogwoods,
Magnolias,
Flowering Trees
and
Fruit & Nut Trees

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE
A GREAT IDEA FOR THE
GARDENER ON YOUR LIST

25% OFF

PATIO POTS

50% OFF BULBS

175 Arbutus Road • 250-537-5788
OPEN 9 AM - 4:30 DAILY

Huge Fulford impact
Thank you so much for your editorial support
for Route 9 in the Nov. 10 paper. I have since read
through the BC Ferry Corporation’s Opportunities For Enhanced Efficiency Report and have one
additional observation.
The plan to pull the Queen of Nanaimo out of
Long Harbour is coupled to a plan to route all of
its inbound/outbound Salt Spring passengers
through Fulford Harbour!
Fulford is already really congested. Let’s do the
math and get an idea of the impact.
The Queen of Nanaimo carries 192 vehicles. Your
editorial notes that its average carriage capacity is
47.4 per cent or 91 vehicles on each sailing.
If we applied those numbers to only the three
direct sailings that go between Tsawwassen and
Long Harbour each week, that would mean a minimum of 14,196 additional vehicles will arrive in
and depart from Fulford Harbour in a year — that’s
almost 30,000 additional cars and trucks!
These new volumes will increase the carbon and
noise pollution, congestion and associated safety
hazards that already exist. They’ll also mean you’ll
miss your ferry more often.
The Skeena Queen carries a maximum of 100
vehicles. That new volume represents 300 full
capacity sailings of the Skeena Queen.
In its performance report, BC Ferries defines
efficiency as “the ability to produce a desired
effect, product or service, etc. with a minimum of
effort, expense, or waste.”
Fair enough, but are these volumes an effect
that anyone who lives here desires?
JOHN ROWLANDSON,
FULFORD

Bravo!
Thank you, Steffich Fine Art, for the public art
installation of the wind sculptures throughout
Grace Point Square. What a gift!
On Sunday, Nov. 28 the town was quiet — but
there were knots of people in Grace Point Square
and out along the Grace Point boardwalk enjoying
the moving magic of the sculptures. These pieces
are close to genius. Thanks for putting them out
for all to enjoy!
ARLETTA BYERS,
S A LT S P R I N G

Speak out with SOS
I’m writing to thank Ken Marr, president of
Islanders for Self Government, for publicly stating ISG’s opposition to the closure of the general
surgery facility at Lady Minto. (“Re-open surgery”
letter, Nov. 24 Driftwood).
It is important that our community not give

LAST CHANCE
Flu Shot

WHO NEEDS IT? YOU DO!

FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 3
10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN ONLY
Cost is $25

Please call us soon to schedule
an appointment.
Walk-ins welcome!

Live well with

DOWNTOWN 537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

up on this issue, particularly now that the major
funder of the new surgical facility, the Capital
Region Hospital District, speaking for taxpayers throughout the CRD, has requested VIHA to
reconsider the closure.
However, Mr. Marr’s statement that ISG is
appealing to the provincial government “in the
absence of a local government body to represent
residents” does some disservice to the issue at
several levels. First of all, Salt Spring does have a
local government, and all of our locally elected
Islands Trust and regional district representatives
have informed VIHA that they oppose closure of
the surgery. Second, the primary jurisdiction and
responsibility for hospital funding rests with the
CRHD regardless of Salt Spring’s form of government. A municipality would send one representative to the CRHD board just as the electoral area of
Salt Spring does now.
And third, while ISG’s intervention at this point
is most welcome, let us not forget that the Save
Our Surgery committee has been working on this
issue with our locally elected officials, community
residents and the CRHD for almost two years.
This issue isn’t about local governance. Closure of hospital services are occurring in communities throughout B.C., regardless of whether
they are incorporated. For example, hospitals
were recently closed in Nelson and Mission City
(two municipalities with populations of 10,000
and 30,000 respectively), leaving only emergency
rooms behind. Mr. Marr is right to be worried that
closing down the operating room at Lady Minto
might only be VIHA’s first step.
But the larger issue is that regional health
authorities have no representation from the communities they serve, and provincial funding constraints that are forcing geographic consolidation
of essential services like hospitals, schools and law
courts. While support from locally elected officials
on such matters is obviously important, make
no mistake that broad community involvement
is also vital. This is the real value of ISG’s public
support, not that they are a substitute for local
government on Salt Spring.
I encourage all community groups on the island,
whether they were involved in the funding of the
Lady Minto operating room or not, to speak out
now, as ISG has done, before it is too late.
GARY HOLMAN,
S A LT S P R I N G

Unfair charactizerization
In reading the “Positive change” editorial in the
Nov. 24 issue of the Driftwood on the talks given
by two Bowen Island politicians at the recent ISG
meeting, we shared the sentiment that discussion
of our governance should be devoid of the “angry
emotion or spin that characterizes so much of Salt
Spring’s political dialogue,” and that “we need to
create . . . ways to bridge the gap between the sides,
and to melt the distrust that currently exists.”
Unfortunately, after stating this much, the editorial proceeds to fall into exactly the same rhetorical trap.
We were utterly shocked to find the “half” of
Salt Spring’s population that supports the Trust
being characterized as people whose top priority
is “ensuring that their luxurious rural lifestyles are
kept intact.”
Such a characterization is a complete misrepresentation of reality. It is just as untrue that Trust
supporters are all wealthy people “defending their
castle” as it would be to characterize all opponents of the Trust as working-class people trying
to scrounge a living on the island. The truth is
that there also are plenty of working people who
support the Trust and plenty of well-to-do people
who don’t.
To present such a skewed view of Trust supporters is only bound to contribute to inflaming
the political debate on Salt Spring — precisely the
kind of problem that the editorial claims we need
to avoid. Furthermore, the statement in question
is bound to come across as offensive to well-to-do
people that support the Trust for reasons other
than maintaining their economic privilege and
lifestyles.
It is also offensive to those less well-off, but nevertheless supports the Trust’s mandate.
Both may support the Trust because they realize
that, without a healthy environment, we cannot
sustain a socially and economically healthy community. Or, as a former U.S. workers’ union leader
once put it: “No jobs for a dead planet” — which
also implies “No jobs for a dead island.”
We feel that a healthy debate within our community requires a much more nuanced and realistic representation of the diversity of views held
by the population, whether they are well-off or
not.
The regrettable slip in the editorial calls for a
public apology, accompanied by a more balanced
analysis. We look forward to this important correction featured prominently in the next issue.
LUISA MAFFI AND DAVID RAPPORT,
S A LT S P R I N G
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sassy

frankly scarlet

jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500

Xmas

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

POLISHED: Salt
Spring Fire-Rescue crew
member Dominque
Gaudet makes sure the
department’s newest
acquisition, a command
truck, stays squeaky
clean.

Making the right
choice easier

I am a youth who, like all of us, made a mistake
and have been paying the price for it.
I recently went through the Restorative Justice
Program offered to youth in Canada and I failed to
see it through in the time limit given to me.
By doing that I disrespected the victim, the
program and people who were trying to help me.
Although I did take it seriously, I did not prioritize
my time properly and my letter of apology was
not delivered within a reasonable time frame. I
would have an uncompleted youth record if the
victims did not feel I should have the chance to
go through the program and I could have gone
to jail.
I am very lucky to have been given the chance
because I can own up to what I did, learn from
it and recognize the impact on the victim. With a
youth record I would have a hard time finding a
job, travelling to other countries and have a much
harder adult life in general.
If you make a mistake and have the chance of
going through this program, do what is needed
because the consequences of not doing so are far
worse than what you will have to do. If you think
what you are doing is wrong, just don’t do it, and
if you see a friend making a mistake, stop him.
Making the right choice is far easier than going
through the repercussions of the wrong one. This
program helped me. I will have another chance at
an adult life because of restorative justice.
NAME WITHHELD AS PART OF THE SS
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PROGRAM FOR YOUTH

Helping hand

Everyone on this earth walks the walk of life, no
matter what your race, gender or age. On this walk
of life, everyone stumbles and trips from time to
time.
At the beginning of this last summer, I myself
stumbled and tripped when I committed a foolish
crime against a local business that had done nothing to deserve it. The crime was a result of my lack
of foresight and ethics.
After a long summer of lies I was brought to
justice. Thankfully I was offered a helping hand to
get me back on my feet. That generous hand was
extended by the Restorative Justice system and the
compassionate hearts of that local business.
With the Restorative Justice system I would not
have a criminal record, but instead would attend
face-to-face meetings with the victims and come
to a resolution in which everyone benefits.
Over the summer I learned that lying does not
solve your problems, but digs yourself a bigger hole
that one day you will have to climb out of by yourself. Lying is like running away from your problems
and it works out a lot better for everyone, especially
yourself, if you stand up and face the problem.
The world is like an ocean and every action that
you take is like dropping a rock into it, which creates ripples, affecting people perhaps in different
countries or maybe your next door neighbour.
The tightly knit community here on Salt Spring
Island is much more like a small pond and when
I dropped my quite sizable rock there was a lot of
ripples and repercussions. I know everyone at the
local business suffered and a lot more people were
affected by my actions. I have learned to think
twice about my actions and perhaps how they will
affect the people around me.
I am very grateful for the Restorative Justice system and their volunteers for giving me a second
chance.
NAME WITHHELD AS PART OF THE SS
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PROGRAM FOR YOUTH

Optimism for cycling

I attended the Cycling Forum at Fulford Hall on
Saturday afternoon and want to thank the many

people and organizations that contributed to its
success.
I particularly wish to acknowledge the work
being done by the Bicycle Working Group of Island
Pathways being spearheaded by Brenda Guiled.
This woman is something else! In fact, the whole
of the Island Pathways board is something else!
They have created a web presence for cycling,
developed a brochure for cyclists and riders called
Share the Road, co-sponsored by Mainroad, Island
Pathways and BC Ferries, and pulled together
a special cycling edition of the Island Pathways
newsletter, which traces the long, meandering
history of bike lane construction activity on Salt
Spring since 1985. It’s worth a read.
Did you know that bike lanes on the roadway
consistently scored the highest of any priority in
cycling wishes and initiatives in survey results
from Parks and Recreation Commission Master
Plan in 1992, PARC public survey results in 1998,
the Bikeway review 2005 and PARC’s Strategic Plan
2009?
Did you know that CRD director Garth Hendren has pledged $550,000 to the building of
the North Ganges Transportation Management
Plan implemented through the Salt Spring Island
Transportation Commission from our own gas tax
money? Keep the money coming, Garth! Thanks to
Bob Fenske, Brenda Guiled, Island Pathways and
members of the transportation commission who
have made this a priority for 2011, we will likely
see some real concrete improvements happening
in 2011 (pardon the pun, some parts may be concrete and other parts asphalt.)
Did you know that the Salt Spring Transportation Commission and Islands Trust are renewing efforts to update the 1992 agreement with
the Ministry of Transportation on roads on Salt
Spring? Let’s make sure that everything needed for
cycle lanes to be constructed and maintained is
included in this update.
Did you know that Nova Scotia is the first Canadian jurisdiction that requires motorists to pass at
least one metre from cyclists? Hey, let’s do this in
B.C., too.
Observing the long history of interrupted progress in creating cycle lanes on Salt Spring Island
for residents and the growing of cycling visitors as
a priority item, I say:
Citizen input and involvement makes a huge
difference, but focused and strategic leadership
and involvement from elected officials, especially
CRD, transportation commission, Ministry of
Transportation and NGOs will be instrumental
in realizing this important project to create a safe
corridor for non-motorized transportation on Salt
Spring Island.So mote it be!
MARION PAPE,

2 FOR 1 SALE

Nov. 30th - Dec. 31st

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL
Lancer Bldg. 250-537-2648

Paws&
Claus
PET
PICTURES
WITH
SANTA
Saturday, December 11th
11 am - 2 pm
Housewares Store lower level
beside Volume II Bookstore

15 per photo

$

Net proceeds to SPCA
All photos will appear in the
Driftwood Weekender Dec. 17th
Pick up your individual photos
at Housewares Store Dec. 17th
MOUAT’S
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Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

RAINBOW ROAD

MORE LETTERS continued on A14

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK
Saturday, December 18th • 10 am - 2 pm
Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME
(Winter vending permit may be obtained from PARC ofÀce)
For more information contact:
David 250-653-2300 / Heather 250-653-4809
...THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION
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OPINION

Peter Grove, C.A., C.Med.
Mediator

Transportation planning
details are fully available

Effective Resolution to family and commercial disputes
Effective
Resolution to family and commercial disputes
Divorce; separation; estates; business
Divorce; separation; estates; business
TEL: 250-537-1117 CELL: 604-341-6710

www.petergrove.ca

petergrove@telus.net

TEL: 250-537-1117 CELL: 604-341-6710

www.petergrove.ca
petergrove@telus.net
OTHER
SERVICES: Estate administration;
facilitator;
ﬁnancial & personal coaching

❆

❆

LIONS

Santa Ship
Saturday Dec. 11th

6:30 pm Santa arrives at
Coast Guard Dock with a
ﬁreworks display in the harbour.
Then off to the Salt Spring
Elementary School auditorium
to distribute gifts. He’ll also visit
Greenwoods and Lady Minto Hospital.

❆

❆

❆

sponsored by
BELLINGHAM & SSI LIONS CLUB

❆

❆

Christmas Story
Writing Contest
The deadline for our annual writing contest
is Thursday, December 9th.
Win a cash prize for a story
of up to 500 words about Christmas
or the Christmas Season.

• Write a story of 500 words or less whose topic relates to Christmas or
the Christmas season.
• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 are eligible.
• Stories will be judged by retired teachers and librarians on quality of
writing, clarity of presentation and originality of theme.
• Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in December.
• The name, age, address and telephone number of the writer must be
written on the back of each entry.
• Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to news@gulfislands.net or fax
to 250-537-2613.
• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation level are eligible

to win a donation of $100 made on behalf of the class to the charity of
their choice!

BY BOB FENSKE
The Viewpoint article in last week’s Driftwood by
Maxine Leichter “Whole walkway tax story needed”
requires a response.
In light of the numerous points raised, it is disappointing that the writer did not contact
the CRD director, the transportation
commission chair or myself to seek clarification on any of her concerns.
Ms. Leichter states that the tax
increase to “$26.56 a year to the average
property tax bill would pay for sidewalks
and other good things.” On this point she is correct
in that the requisition is for the implementation
of the transportation commission’s recommended
capital priorities for 2011, supported by the CRD
director. There is no additional tax increase commitment beyond 2011.
The writer further comments that: “Back then,
we were told the walkways and bicycle lanes could
be built with the $330,000 a year allocated to Salt
Spring from federal gas tax funds matched to a
like amount from provincial or other grant funds.”
Sounds good. However, the transportation commission knew then, as it is does now, that even if the
entire projected federal gas tax funds were matched
dollar for dollar; the amount would be far short of
the projected multi-year costs for the North Ganges
Village Transportation Management Plan.
The projects described relate to that plan, which
had a 2007 concept design completed, containing
preliminary cost estimates of $5.4 million (2007),
not the $3.8 million quoted. The writer also skips
the 2011 and 2012 segments of the capital plan and
brings attention to 2013 and the significant projected requisition increase. Funding for 2013 as for
every year in the capital plan comes from a combination of federal gas tax, successful partnering with
the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure,
successful matching grant applications and, yes,
requisition from the community. The funding for
the capital plan will be community driven each
year. Funding must be in place from all available
sources for the projects to begin construction.
The writer seems to lack understanding of the
capital planning process that is part of normal
practice for any CRD-run services. Nothing here
to be “suspicious” about. The development of a

capital plan is required under the enabling bylaws
that brought the transit and transportation service
to the community. The capital plan attached to
the CRD staff report referenced in the article is a
projection for capital infrastructure projects over
a five-year period. A closer look at
the capital plan shows two significant pieces of the NGVTMP, one of
which is the proposed roundabout at
the intersection of Upper and Lower
Ganges Road, and the other is a further completion of bike lanes.
The writer asserts that taxes won’t be reduced
when the project is completed, and that “over a
half million dollars a year is going into a “reserve
account.” But the two amounts shown for 2014 and
2015 are intended to level the tax impact and set
aside funds for future projects that may exceed a
future years funding availability. Equally important
is that the projections shown in the capital plan
facilitate discussions with key funding partners and
for future matching grants.
The writer asserts that the community is being
kept in the dark regarding the scope, costs and
funding for the NGVTMP. In fact, it is all there for
examination and enquiry, as the writer has discovered on the CRD website. Nothing suspicious! The
community had several opportunities to comment
on the scope and design of this plan and the initial
cost projections.
The writer refers also to the building of “city-sidewalks of 2.4 metres.” This comment is surprising
considering the writer’s previous involvement with
the transportation commission and reports from
both contracted consultants recommending this
width to accommodate two wheelchairs passing.
Towards the end of her viewpoint, the writer takes
issue with the alternative approval process as being
“undemocratic” and suggests due process has not
been followed. Having been intimately associated
with the work of the transportation commission
over the last three years, I can say unequivocally
that due process, transparency and community
consultation have clearly been demonstrated on
this project.

INRESPONSE

The writer is CRD manager, transportation operations, for Salt Spring Island.

RANTS and Roses
Someone was kind enough to
send in a rose thanking a bunch
of us for our contributions to
the Nov. 24 Late Harvest Celebration Dinner at GISS. Unfortunately, Shawn from Auntie
Pesto’s and the students got left
out of the thank-yous. Shawn
(and everyone) did a great
job. The students were a joy to
work with and deserve kudos
for being there for a long day.
The people who volunteered
from Island Natural Growers
were also invaluable in setting up and tearing down the
room. Bruce Wood, chef/owner,
Bruce’s Kitchen
Roses to Rita Dods for always
being so helpful. Your efforts are
very much appreciated.

A huge truck load of wildflowers to all the amazing peer
support outreach workers and
volunteers. Naomi, Tim, you are
my heroes. Pam, Sharon and
Shawn, thanks is not enough!
Finally, my amazing co-worker
Trish, for all you do in every
moment, I so appreciate you.
In From the Cold is run by the
best of everyone. To all the food
volunteers, warm bellies and
happy hearts. Thank you all.
Donna Dunnigan (outreach
worker)
A sleigh full of roses as white
as Santa’s beard to all of the
volunteers and sponsors who
made Santa Day 2010 such a
success for over 180 children
who filled Mahon Hall with

Christmas cheer on a sunny
Saturday afternoon.
Several giant bouquets of
white sparkling winter roses
(at 15 per cent off!) to everyone involved with Pharmasave’s
Women’s WinterEve celebration.
From the volunteers behind
the scenes organizing, in the
aisles waxing hands, massaging
backs, telling fortunes, doing
makeup and painting nails,
to the superb prizes and great
discounts, it was a wonderful
community event all ’round. It
felt great to be involved with a
variety of relaxed and friendly
women in such a celebratory
atmosphere. Thank you, Pharmasave!
A large bouquet of roses to
Morgan Quesnel for keeping my
kids safe at the Co-op last week.
Thank you so much! BB

It’s easy and economical
to have your wine made
at The Wine Cellar
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Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gulfislands.net

Wine Cellar

ON PREMISES WINE AND BEER MAKING

131 PRICE ROAD • 250 931 1963
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.
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Sports&
Recreation

GOT QUESTIONS...NEED
ANSWERS ON GOVERNANCE?
Check it out

www.islandgov.org

MEN’S SOCCER

FC Alumni falls to division titans
Defensive standoﬀ
keeps SS FC’s
hopes alive

imagine . . .

frankly scarlet

jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Sa l t Sp r i n g F C k e e p e r
Miguel Alvarado continued
an excellent season in goal
by earning his second consecutive shutout in a 0-0
draw against Nanaimo FC
on the weekend. Saturday’s
game was the fifth shutout
in 11 games for Alvarado and
FC’s skilled defensive unit.
The tie gives FC a single
point as the team continues
to climb up the Vancouver
Island Soccer League’s Division 2 standings. Salt Spring
FC (4-3-4) is tied for fourth
spot with the Prospect Lake
Lakers.
FC has a chance to make
up some ser ious ground
when it hosts the secondplace Gordon Head Blazers
on Saturday afternoon at
2:15 p.m. A win would bring
Salt Spring within a single
victory of second place.
In other VISL action, Salt
Spring FC Alumni is still in
sixth spot despite the team’s
3-0 defeat at the hands of
the division-leading UVIC
Alumni (8-1-1) squad Saturday afternoon in Victoria.
Alumni FC has only one
home game left before the
holiday break. The team
hosts Vic West on Sunday,
Dec. 5 at 10:15 a.m.
Players need a win if the
team stands to make a run
for the division’s top five

Let me give your investment plan a “Second Look”
Are you looking at your most recent
investment statement and asking
yourself…
Have I made the right investment choices?
Should I be selling any of my investments?
Or is this the time to buy?
Why has my advisor disappeared?

B.B.A. (Hons)
Consultant
markus.wenzel@
investorsgroup.com

(250) 653-9788

Call now, we can help.
™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to
its subsidiary corporations. MP1577 (02/2009)

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Sean Norgard goes up for the ball as Salt Spring FC Alumni goes down 3-O to division-leading UVic
Alumni in an evening match at an all-weather turf ﬁeld in Victoria last weekend.
when play resumes in January.
In M a s t e r s B d i v i s i o n
action, the Salt Spring Old
Boys weren’t able to carry
over any momentum from

the team’s three-all draw on
Nov. 21.
The team’s match against
the Prospect Lake Lakers
was cancelled and will be
rescheduled.

The Old Boys’ attention
shifts to their next match,
scheduled for Lochside Park
against the mighty Cordova
Bay Orange (5-1-4) on Saturday at 4 p.m.

SIMS VOLLEYBALL

Grade 8 girls take mid-island crown
Boys squad nets
silver lining
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Salt Spring
Island Middle School’s
Grade 8 girls volleyball
team came out on top
of the eight teams that
competed for the Midisland Middle School
Volleyball Championships on Nov. 23.
Coach Tom Langdon
said players came out
ready to play and eager
to win in round-robin
play.
The Tsunami players
opened with two victories before losing their
final opening-round
match to a powerful Duncan Christian
squad.
SIMS plowed over
its Vancouver Island
rivals in quarter- and
semi-final action to
qualify for the chance
to get revenge against

MARKUS
WENZEL

Coach Tom Langdon and the SIMS champs.
Duncan Christian in
the final.
The girls earned
top spot after a tightly fought three-game
final.
Final scores were
25-23, 09-25 and
15-12.
Langdon said the
victor y comes as a
result of a great teamwide effort.
This is the girls’ first
championship win in

the five years Langdon
has been at the school.
“The girls were
e c s t a t i c ,” L a n g d o n
said. “We were okay
during the season but
put it all together for
the final . . . They really
improved.”
The Grade 8 boys
completed a stellar
2010 season by placing
second at the highly
competitive mid-island championships in

Mill Bay last week.
“We’ve had a really
good season with
some huge improvements,” said coach
Jude Shugar.
The Tsunami squad
breezed through its
round-robin rounds
against George Bonner, Queen of Angels
and Chemainus and
qualified for the final
against Cowichan Valley’s Mount Prevost
Middle School.
“That game featured
some really good quality volleyball,” Shugar
said.
The teams split their
first two matches, forcing a 15-point showdown which Prevost
went on to win by a
mere three points.
Shugar noted that
players can be proud
of their second-place
finish considering the
calibre of players who
attended the tournament.

HIGH
ROLLERS
High scores in bowling action for Special
Olympics athletes for
November are:
Nov. 1: Jason Newport, 184 and 143; Mahjor Bains, 191 and 184.
Nov. 8: Mahjor Bains,
145; Jason Newport,
182; Terry Swing, 163;
Jim Beck, 145.
Nov. 15: Jim Beck,
213; Scott Jessey, 142;
Mahjor Bains, 179 and
170.

Who
reads us?
88% of Islanders read the
Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

BOGO SHOE SALE!!
BUY ONE, GET ONE
50% OFF!
2ND PAIR MUST BE OF
EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

SALE ENDS DECEMBER 11TH

250-537-5148
120 Hereford Ave.

www.islandsportstraders.ca
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Classiﬁeds 250-537-9933 310-3535
CALL

or

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY
PLACE AN AD
DEADLINES
WHAT IT COSTS
YOUR AD ON-LINE
BOOK YOUR AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
All ads booked in the Driftwood
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS
ON-LINE
GULF ISLANDS

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933
or fax 250-537-2613
By email to classiﬁed@gulﬁslands.net
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Published WEDNESDAYS
Display deadline: Monday 4 pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

Payment
By cash, debit,
Mastercard or Visa.
Classiﬁeds are prepaid
unless you have
an advertising account.

GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R
Published FRIDAYS
Display deadline:
Wednesday 10 am
Word ad deadline:
Wednesday
4 pm

$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea
All ads are posted to BCClassiﬁed.com
EMPLOYMENT ADS
3 line rate $14.96 - additional
lines 1.25¢ ea
All ads are posted to
BCJobNetwork.com and
BCClassiﬁed.com
DISPLAY ADS
$11.20 per col. inch

Classiﬁeds appear on-line at
www.bcclassiﬁed.com
Employment ads also listed on line at
www.bcjobnetwork.com
Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

Book your classiﬁeds online
- open 24 hours a day
www.gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com
or
bcclassiﬁed.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily
ily

Please check your ad after the ﬁrst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNIVERSARIES

CHRISTMAS
CORNER
CHRISTMAS CORNER

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

DEATHS

BINGO
MEADEN HALL

CHRISTMAS
WREATH
WORKSHOP
at Mahon Hall

BEAUTIFUL OREGON Noble
Fir Christmas Wreaths & Centerpieces. Free shipping in the
continental US! Our online gift
shop also features Denali
throw blankets and a huge array of fantastic gift items!
www.ﬂyingcloudgifts.com
or
call 888-448-8825.

COMING EVENTS
MESSAGE NIGHT

A DEMONSTRATION
OF CLAIRVOYANCE
Happy 50th Anniversary
Mum and Dad,
still crazy after all
these years!
We love you guys,
Marie, Bill, Anne and Al.

BIRTHS
PART OF the baby boom?
Call Welcome Wagon for a
personal Baby Visit. Gifts &
greetings from local businesses and a warm welcome for
baby. Haley 250-537-1558.

The Continuous Light
Sanctuary
Friday, Dec. 3, 6:30 pm
506 Lower-Ganges Road
(Masonic Hall)
Suggested Donation $10

Royal Canadian Legion

7PM THURSDAY
December 2, 2010
Early Bird, 6:30 pm
Sponsored by
Ladies Auxiliary
Royal Canadian Legion
Br. 92
All proceeds to bursaries
for Salt Spring Students
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP
Samantha Walrafen
draws
from Jesus and
Eastern
traditions with “How Miracles
are Made”, Sunday December
5, 11 a.m. at Salt Spring Seniors’ Centre.

Info: 250-537-2154

LADY MINTO Hospital Thrift
Store closed for Christmas Thursday Dec. 23, open Jan 4.

WHAT'S ON pg. B4

CELEBRATIONS

CELEBRATIONS

Beth Cherneff will guide
you through as you
create
an
exquisite
wreath
using
fresh
greenery and your own
creativity.
$50
(includes all materials)

Sat, Dec 4th or Sun
Dec 5th, 1 - 4 pm.
Call 250-537-0899
to register
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP
There will be a special short
meeting Sunday, December
12 right after the Service to
vote on the 2011 Budget.

CELEBRATIONS

DEATHS
DOBELL, VIVIENNE
MARGARET WAIN
July 1, 1924 –
November 25, 2010
Vivienne passed away
peacefully on November
25, 2010.
An active
member of the Salt
Spring community for the
past 25 years, she will be
missed by all who knew
her. Viv (or “Zizzy Gran”
as her Grandkids liked to
call her) is survived by
her husband Richard,
brother Wain (Mary) and
is predeceased by her
ﬁrst husband, H. Raith
Sykes. By her request,
no formal service is
planned but a quiet gathering of remembrance
will be held at The Harbour House Hotel, Ganges, Dec. 19 at noon. In
lieu of ﬂowers, donations
can be made to Lady
Minto Hospital whose
staff cared for her so
compassionately in her
last weeks of life.

Elizabeth
Lee
ELIZABETH LEE
Funeral
CONSULTANT
Consultant
250-537-1023

537-1023

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
CARDS OF THANKS
PHARMASAVE WOULD like
to thank each & every woman
who braved the wretched
weather to attend our annual
Women’s WinterEve Event last
Friday night! We had so much
fun playing with you all. Congratulations to all the draw
prize winners, especially Kim
Hunter who has the sexiest
lips in town! A huge thank you
to all of our staff as well as
Cindy Lee, Sherrie Blake,
Chris Seiger, Krista Scotvold,
Abi Tamboline, Jana Roerick,
Suzanne, and Dawn Sawchuck, for volunteering your
time and helping us raise
funds for our wonderful Lady
Minto Hospital Foundation. We
are so fortunate to be able to
work with such great people.
Thanks a million!

CORY ROBERT GEORGE IVES
Our dear, beautiful
We will celebrate
CORY passed away
CORY’S life on Dec.
October 22, 2010
6, 2010, on my 45th
from a massive heart
birthday. Every year
attack whilst doing
of his life he resomething he loved;
ceived gifts in his
skipping at a ﬁtness
shoe on my St. Nick
club. CORY’S courage,
Babuska, my B’Day,
DRIFTWOOD
PUBLISHING--CORY IVES - CELEBRATION
3patience
x 576.00and awesome awareness so staying to old times, knowing he
and presence will be deeply missed is my gift, we will celebrate CORY
4682549
always.
ROBERT GEORGE IVES at the Lion’s
CELEBRATIONS
Forever Love.
Hall, Dec 6.
Hour of Peace & Quiet
Ceremony
Cake & Memorials
Pot Luck
Music & Dance

4:00 - 5:00pm
5:30-6:30
6:30-7:30
8:00-9:00
9:30-11:30

Sacred Indian music played live during ceremony by dear Sharaman,
aka: Lew Judd.
Please bring pillows.
Dearly, Cory's Ma.

JOHN DAVID MCGANN, PHD.
1924-2010
The life of JD (David) McGann, age 86, came
to a peaceful close at West Vancouver Care
Home, on Nov 16, 2010. Predeceased by his beloved
wife of 25 years, Hannie, brother Aubrey, parents
Simon and Mary. He will be greatly missed by
Marjolyn, his partner of the last 18 years, brother
Brian (Bobbi), daughters Lisa and Erin (Greg) and
grandchildren Elvis, Ariel, Xavier, Willem, Tanner,
Hansy and Uma. He will also live on in the hearts
and memories of his extended family and friends.
Born October 1, 1924 in New Haven Connecticut, to Simon Aubrey McGann Sr. and Mary
White McGann. David attended Cheshire Academy in Cheshire Connecticut where he was an
outstanding athlete. He set school records in track
and ﬁeld, as well as being a good amateur boxer,
a skill which proved useful in altercations with his
brothers or defending them from the depredations of others.
Volunteering for the services before graduation, David became a paratrooper
with the 101st Airborne regiment. Landing in a glider behind enemy lines
in Holland as part of Operation Market Garden and cut off from his main group
with two fellow soldiers, he was thrice wounded in ﬁerce ﬁghting and reported
missing in action before being repatriated by the Dutch resistance. Decorated for
bravery, he was sent to England to recover from his wounds until discharged after
the war whereupon he returned to America to resume his academic career.
Enrolling at William and Mary College in Virginia, he transferred to
the University of Connecticut completing a graduate degree, then on
to Boston University where he obtained a Doctorate in Child Psychology. David worked
at the well known Perkins Institute for the blind in Boston, where he reﬁned
DRIFTWOOD
PUBLISHING--JOHN
techniques for helping
the advancement ofDAVID
blind andMCGANN
deaf children.
3 x 756.00
Married July 7th 1956 to Johanna Willhelmina van Kretschmar,
4678545
(Hannie) in Vienna Virginia, they started a family and moved west
to Billings with David accepting a teaching position at the University of Montana. In
DEATHS
1961 the family emigrated to Canada where David assumed a position at
the University of British Columbia in Vancouver in a new program, assimilating
handicapped children into public schools of their own community.
Davids’ belief in the importance of strong community organizations lead to
becoming director of the Vancouver Foundation, a position he held until his
retirement in 1988. He is remembered for his consummate listening skills over
numerous cups of tea with representatives of many organizations as he strove to
balance competing interests with ﬁnite resources.
Well known for a quick wit, irascible sense of humour and innate Yankee trading
skills, which he demonstrated at an early age, trapping skunk and muskrat in winter
and storing skins in the family garage for sale to local merchants. David loved a
good story and was quick with a rejoinder, a skill honed during annual ﬁshing
trips with old friends to a camp in the interior of British Columbia. His inclination
to not dwell on the past and to look forward to the next project was best captured
during an outing in Sri Lanka when a pair of adolescent elephants charged the
car David was driving; instructed in somewhat concerned tones to back down the
road, his reply was “but I’m not sure I can go in reverse”.
A lover of wide open spaces, David commuted for 28 years from his hobby farm
in Bradner, in the Fraser Valley to downtown Vancouver. He enjoyed living in the
country and the many projects that came with a hobby farm including running an
aging tractor and maintaining a meticulously stacked wood pile. In 1995 he moved
to Salt Spring Island, where he lived in peace for 15 years.
The cumulative effects of a stroke and related setbacks over the past seven
years resulted in David spending the last months of his life in the tender care of
the staff at the West Vancouver Care Home where he enjoyed visits from family
and friends on the sunny south facing deck. At his ﬁnal birthday luncheon held at
the Vancouver Club, he made a short speech that concluded with: “My heart is
full, and so is my stomach”. RIP David.
A grave side memorial attended by immediate family was held on Salt
Spring Island on November 19th. A life celebration and dedication of a memorial
project is planned for Spring 2011 on Salt Spring Island.
Donations to the Institute for the Blind, Heart and Stroke Foundation
and Vancouver Opera graciously accepted.

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

D
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DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS

classified@gulfislands.net

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

TRAVEL

CARDS OF THANKS

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

LEGALS

GETAWAYS

Christmas Show
& Sale

Bite Me !
Treats
Our delicious treats

IRON GATE SPECIAL

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS AND
OTHERS

LONG BEACH - Ucluelet Deluxe waterfront cabin,
sleeps 6, BBQ. Fall Special. 2
nights $239 / 3 nights $299.
Pets Okay. Rick 604-306-0891

The Salt Spring Arts Council
thanks Santa and all his helpers
for a great Santa Day 2010

CHRISTMAS SHOW

DESMOND GROSS

SANDRA TONG

Dec. 1 - Dec. 15

Ralph Bischoff
The Driftwood

The sponsors:
Salt Spring Air, and the Fire Department for
getting Santa to the door
Thrifty's for their generous donation of
festive goodies
OGIFA for the coffee

Volunteers:
ARTS
SPRING--SANTA
GillianCOUNCIL,
McConnellSALT
for set-up
THANK YOU
Elves:
2 x 432.00
Anthony Matthews
4682603
Lynn Bischoff
CARDS
OF THANKS
Ralph Bischoff
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Tastings

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Christmas Bazaar

Sandra Tong

Saturday, December 4
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
United Church Hall
Hereford Ave.
Books, Plants, China,
Christmas baking
and
Silent Auction Items

VICTORIAN

'5 ,& ) 3, !. $3

salt spring arts council

Bite Me! Treats. Our delicious treats available at The Fulford Artisan Fair this Weekend. Special orders? Call Annie on 250-5374644.

Gift baskets, Herbs,
Spices, Chocolate,
Teas and More

Independent
Consultant for

Rineke Jonker
Maggie Allison
Stefanie Denz
Janet Halliwell
John Moore
Audrey Denton
Trish Wheeler
Helen Mears
Megan Manning Burton
Santa's personal elves, Owen, Paige and Jo.
The Driftwood photographer Amy Geddes

   

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Details www.rocksaltrestaurant.com

We’re Social!
follow us

142 Woodland Dr.
off Mobrae Avenue

250-537-5347
250-537-4567

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Fulford
Ful
lford C
Community
ommunity Hall

Christmas
Artisan Fair
FRIDAY, DEC. 3 .................. 5 PM - 9 PM
SATURDAY, DEC. 4............ 9 AM - 5 PM
SUNDAY, DEC. 5................ 9 AM - 4 PM
FULFORD
HALLDINNER
COMMITTEE--CRAFT
FAIR
FRIDAY NIGHT
SPECIALS
2 x- Chicken
288.00a la Suisse
- Seafood lasagna
4668634
- Vegetarian
lasagna
COMING
EVENTS
- Served with caesar or greens salad

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
- Breakfast on an english mufﬁn or in a wrap
- Homemade soups
- Sandwiches
- Burgers and hot dogs
- Treats
- Coffee, tea, soft drinks
Decadent Desserts - a scrumptious island tradition
Bring a donation for the foodbank.

Who reads us?

Jewelry Show & Sale

88% of Islanders read
the Driftwood each week.

Salt Spring
Gallery of Fine Art
DRIFTWOOD
PUBLISHING--LESLIE
is hosting a Show & Sale of unique hand-made beaded
DEATHE
jewelry and ﬁne silver/gold & gem jewelry.
2 x 144.00
Great for gifts or indulge yourself.
4668658
Opening Thursday, Dec. 2nd 4-7pm
COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Candlelight Vigil

SWOVA - C D & R--CANGLELIGHT VIGIL
2 x 144.00 Centennial Park
4676809
Monday, December 6 • 6:00pm
COMING
To honorEVENTS
and remember all women who have
been killed by violence

2nd Annual Legion

Christmas
DRIFTWOOD
LEASK Crafts PUBLISHING--FRAN
&
CRAFT FAIR
2 x 216.00
Collectibles Fair
4675612
COMING EVENTS

At Meaden Hall

Royal Canadian Legion

Saturday, Dec. 11
9:30 am - 4:30 pm

For details contact Fran @ 250.537.0710

(just off Henry Rd. & Trans Can. Hwy.)

MONSOON COAST
at
Fulford Craft show
Dec 3,4,5
&
Wintercraft
Dec
3-10
EXOTIC
Waterfront Gallery, Country
WORLD
SPICES
Grocer,
SS Natureworks
Admirals

Get your
Hottie Spice ﬁx
this season
@
Fulford Craft Show
Dec. 3, 4, 5
WinterCraft
Dec. 3-19
Waterfront Gallery
Country Grocer
NatureWorks
& Admirals

All the
listings All the
time

COMING EVENTS

ArtSpring
Lli

isis
iffee plee
impl
ssim

TRAVEL
SUNNY WINTER Specials At
Florida’s
Best
Beach-New
Smyrna Beach Stay a week or
longer Plan a beach wedding
or
family
reunion.
www.NSBFLA.com or 1-800541-9621.

CHILDREN
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
HEART N’ HANDS Montessori
We have a couple of openings
to come and learn/play with us
in our bi-lingual environment.
Flexible times and rates. For
more info call Denise 5375562.

AUTOMOTIVE

PERSONALS

FREE TO TRY. LOVE * MONEY * LIFE. #1 Psychics! 1877-478-4410 $3.19 min. 18+
1-900-783-3800 NOW HIRING
GAY PHONE Chat. FREE
TRIAL. 1-877-501-1012 Talk
to or meet desirable guys in
your area anytime, 24/7.
Where private, conﬁdential
fantasies come true! 1-877501-1012 18+.

LOST AND FOUND
$1500 NO questions asked for
Seadoo Jetski stolen on Oct
21 on Lakes Rd, RCMP File
#201014459. 250-709-9977

REQUIRED
IMMEDIATELY
Journeyman Mechanic with
Ford diesel training. Excellent
beneﬁt package and competitive wages, full-time position.
Apply in person to Service
Manager at S.L. Ford Sales in
Slave Lake, Alberta. Fax resume to 1-780-849-3333 or
k-riddel@dealeremail.com.
TECHNICIAN
REQUIRED.
Bow Valley Ford, Canmore,
Alberta. Great working conditions in a very busy shop with
great rates & full beneﬁts
package. Call Joe Hawkeye 1403-679-2270. Fax 1-403-6792271. Email jhawkeye@
bowvalleyford.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BE YOUR OWN BOSS with
Great Canadian Dollar Store.
New franchise opportunities in
your area Call 1-877-388-0123
ext. 229 or visit our website:
www.dollarstores.com today.

FOUND GLOVE: beige, suede
like. On Park Drive during the
snows. Claim at the Driftwood.

Direct reach to BC
Sportsmen and
women...Advertise in
the 2011 BC Freshwater
Fishing Regulations
Synopsis, amazing
circulation 400,000 copies,
year long impact for your
business!
Please call Annemarie at
1-800-661-6335 or email
ﬁsh@mondaytourism.com

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

FOUND AFTER Spooktacular. Navy wool jacket, size 44.
Please call 250-537-1037 to
pick up.

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS-Run
your
classiﬁ
ed ad in
RUN
IT TILL
IT SELLS
#2
2 xThe
216.00
Driftwood ‘til it sells!
4237384 All ads appear on-line at:
INFORMATION
gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com and bcclassiﬁed.com

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

SELL/RENT
YOUR
TIMESHARE FOR CASH!!! Our
Guaranteed Services will Sell/
Rent Your Unused Timeshare
for CASH! Over $78 Million
Dollars
offered
in
2009!
w w w. s e l l a t i m e s h a r e . c o m
(800)640-6886.

Run it ‘til
it sells. $24.99

December 3rd at 7pm

eaat,
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e
rreeaa p,
.. .

TIMESHARE

DATING
SERVICE.
LongTerm/Short-Term
Relationships, FREE CALLS. 1-877297-9883. Exchange voice
messages, voice mailboxes. 1888-534-6984.
Live
adult
casual conversations- 1 on 1,
1-866-311-9640,
Meet
on
chat-lines. Local Single Ladies. 1-877-804-5381. (18+).

COMING EVENTS

Arthur Black

e dd

SWOVA

250.732.3696

#7 9360 Smiley Rd., Chemainus

BOOKS, SALT SPRING--ARTHUR BLACK LAUNCH
3 x 216.00
4668643
COMING EVENTS

Sponsored by
Salt Spring Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse

Discover Indonesia at

Al’s Asian Treasures
and Imports
10 am - 4:30 pm
Tuesday - Sunday

Join us for
Loads of Laughs
with

Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art
135 McPhillips Avenue

We invite everyone to attend a

copper rain chains
silver jewelry • oil paintings
hand carved wood buddhas,
eagles, whales (up to 9 feet tall)
pottery • mirrors • wind chimes

-Combase survey

Continuing Friday & Saturday, Dec. 3 & 4, 10am-4pm

National Day of Remembrance and Action
on Violence Against Women

Shop for Xmas

gulfislandsrealestate.ca

Celebrate the 4 day school week
with a family outing!
ROCK SALT CAFE & RESTAURANT-Thursday
is now
family night at
THURSDAY
NIGHT
KIDS
2 x 144.00Rock Salt Restaurant.
4657138 Kids eat for only $2.00!

IN RE: THE ESTATE
OF AARON SAMUEL
HANNAH-MATIN,
late
of 672 St. Charles St.
E., in the town of Breslau, Region of Waterloo, Province of Ontario.
ALL PERSONS having
claims against th estate
of AARON SAMUEL
HANNAH-MATIN, late
of 672 St. Charles St.
E., in the town of Breslau, Ontario, who died
on or about the 26th of
August 2010, are hereby required to send full
particulars
of
such
claims to the undersigned administrator on
or before the 10th day
of January, 2011, after
which date the estate’s
assets will be distributed having regard only
to claims that have then
been received and the
undersigned will not be
liable to any person of
whose claim he shall
not have notice.
Dated this 1st day of
December 2010.
Edward Matin, 17a 218 Silvercreek Parkway N., Suite #146,
Guelph, ON, N1H 8E8.

250-732-3696

available at
The Fulford Artisan Fair
this weekend.
Special orders?
Call Annie 250-537-4644

Noon - 4pm Daily

The organizers:

AL’S ASIAN TREASURES

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

Your private party (merchandise) classiﬁed ad will run in our
next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another
4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price •
Please, no more than 3 items, call
to remove an item.
EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

Get In. Get Out. Get Working.
Small Class Sizes - Monthly Intakes - Qualified Instructors
SPROTT-SHAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE--GET
IN, GET
OUT... Options
Latest Software
- Financial
5 x 180.00
Free Lifetime Refreshers - Job Placement Assistance
4581724
Monthly Career Fairs - No Waiting Lists - Skills Warranty
EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

We Believe in You.
Practical Nursing Health Care Assistant Medical Office
Legal Secretary Early Childhood Education Business
Community Support Worker - Social Services / Assisted Living

Call Our Duncan Campus:
(250)

748-2700

sprottshaw.com
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DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

classified@gulfislands.net
PERSONAL SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
HAULING AND SALVAGE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

LEGAL SERVICES

Flower Store Franchise $65,000 (Victoria, B.C.)
Own a part of the most successful group of ﬂower stores
in Canada. Existing 20 year
old turnkey franchise available
in Victoria, B.C. Serious inquiries only. Reply to:
sellﬂowers@gmail.com

AIRLINES
ARE
HIRINGTrain for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA approved program. Financial aid
if qualiﬁed- Housing available.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (877)818-0783

LOVE ANIMALS? Love a career as an Animal Health
Technologist.
On-campus
working farm. Small town environment. 2-year diploma program. GPRC Fairview Campus, Fairview, Alberta. 1-888999-7882
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview.

HOE CHUCKER/HYDRAULIC
loader operator with coastal
logging
experience.
Union
wages,
full
beneﬁts,
local/camp settings. Level 3 ﬁrst
aid an asset. Please send resume to ofﬁce@lemare.ca or
fax 250-956-4888.

#1 IN PARDONS
Remove Your Criminal
Record! Get started TODAY
for ONLY $49.95/mo.
Limited Time Offer.
FASTEST, GUARANTEED
Pardon In Canada. FREE
consultation: 1-866-416-6772
www.ExpressPardons.com

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION
is rated #2 for at-home jobs.
Train from home with the only
industry approved school in
Canada. Contact CanScribe
today!
1-800-466-1535.
www.canscribe.com.
info@canscribe.com

ISLAND NATURAL Markets:
Supplement Associate. Full
time position in busy natural
food market in beautiful Nanaimo, B.C. Focus is quality products and knowledgeable service. Great team setting for
person with well rounded product knowledge, exceptional
customer service skills, education and/ or experience in vitamins, herbs and the health industry in general. Competitive
wage commensurate with experience. Email resume:
islandnatural@shaw.ca

NORTHERN
VANCOUVER
Island GM dealership seeking
a qualiﬁed automotive painter.
ICBC credentials an asset.
Ideal applicant familiar with
water based systems, computers & estimating ability would
also be considered for working
management position. Pay is
industry competitive. Send resume
attention
Cory
to:
admin@klassengm.com

LAMONTAGNE
FUNDRAISING (chocolates) requires p/t
sales reps in all areas of BC.
Earn $10,000 per year from
your home. Perfect position for
active parents.
gaucoin@lamontagne.ca

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
THE BRITISH Columbia Ambulance Service Headquarters
has an Accounting, Beneﬁts
and WCB Analyst, an HQ Ofﬁce and Supply Coordinator
and a Telecommunications
Technician position available.
For more details on these positions and closing details
please refer to our website:
http://www.bcas.ca

Become a Psychiatric Nurse
- train locally via distance education, local and/or regional
clinical placements, and some
regional classroom delivery.
Wages start at $29/hour. This
23 month program is recognized by the CRPNBC. Gov’t
funding may be available.
Toll-free: 1-87-STENBERG
www.stenbergcollege.com
INTERIOR
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR SCHOOL
Locations in Alberta & BC.
Hands on real world training.
Full sized equipment.
Job placement
assistance.
Funding Available.
www.iheschool.com
1-866-399-3853

GET NOTICED!

PAGE B10

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE -

TWO
WHEELIN’
EXCITEMENT! Motorcycle Mechanic
Program.
GPRC
Fairview
Campus,
Alberta. Hands-on
training for street, off-road,
dual sport bikes. Write 1st
year apprenticeship exam. 1888-999-7882;
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview.

HELP WANTED
ROCK SALT Restaurant is
hiring a daytime server. Email
jill@rocksaltrestaurant.com to
apply.

New To You

4X72

Medical
Ofﬁce
Trainees
Needed! Drs & Hospitals need
Medical Ofﬁce & Medical Admin staff! No Experience?
Need Training? Local Career
Training & Job Placement also
Available! 1-888-778-0459

APPLIANCES

BUILDING SUPPLIES
See us for a fast quote on all
SEEbuilding
US FORrequirements
A FAST QUOTE
your

ON ALL YOUR
BUILDING
Flooring
Heating
REQUIREMENTS!
Eaves

Plumbing
• Flooring
Rooﬁng
• Heating
SLEGG LUMBER LTD.
804
Fulford-Ganges Rd.
• Eaves
250-537-4978
• Plumbing
• Roofing

For all your building
requirements, large or small!

FREE ITEMS
BOX OF assorted hot
chemicals. 250-653-4190.

Deadline 10 am
Tuesday for
Wednesday paper,
4 pm Wed. for
Friday paper

FUEL/FIREWOOD
tub

PRESSED BOARD computer
desk in very good condition.
You pick up. 250-537-9129.

STEEL BUILDINGS PRICED
TO CLEAR - Incredible end-ofseason factory discounts on
various
models/sizes. Plus
FREE DELIVERY to most areas. CALL FOR CLEARANCE
QUOTE AND BROCHURE 1-800-668-5111 ext. 170.

FOOD PRODUCTS
CALDWELL’S

FIREWOOD

Will buy ﬁrewood logs.

Cut, split & delivered
MARCO
CUT,
SPLIT
& 250-537-6170
DELIVERED

Standing timber
& logs wanted
MARCO 250.537.6170
or 250.538.0022

KONIG & SON
Serving Salt Spring
28 years
Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and
logs wanted
Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest ﬁrewood producer offers ﬁrewood
legally obtained during forest
restoration, large cords, fast
delivery. Help restore your forest, Burndrywood.com or 1877-902-WOOD.

FURNITURE
HOOKER
“Seven
Seas”
Wall-Unit 72”w, 17”d, 82” h,
solid, Black Walnut/Cherry,
Xmas Spec $1899.; Jewelry
Armoire $199.; Tapestry Sofa
or Loveseat $69., Both $99.;
Q/S Box & Mattress $20.; Oak
Mission 54”/Queen-Size Shaker Beds $399., K/Size $599.;
Solid Oak 5Pc Dining Ste
w/Rd. Pedestal Table $349.;
Leather 5 in 1 Storage Ottoman/ Coffee Table $129. BUY
& SAVE 9818 4th St. Sidney.
buyandsave.ca visa, m/c, debit
KING BOXSPRING & king pillow top mattress, $100. 250537-8431.

GARAGE SALES

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

APPLIANCES

E A R S WA R R
ANTY
TAITSTECHNICAL--SEARS
WARRANTY
ANDERSON AUTHORIZED TECHNICIAN
2SAM
x 36.00
4580149 1-800-469-4663
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Paul Konig

FIREWOOD

ISLAND FIREWOOD & Mobile
Milling.
1-888-wood-101/1888-966-3101.
Seasoned,
legally
obtained
ﬁrewood
delivered to your home.

APPLIANCES

2 - 3 year seasoned ﬁr &
Maple

Ph. 250-537-4660

GUARANTEED CORD
OAKSPRING FARM
Local
Free Range & Grain Fed
Pork, Chicken & Beef
250-537-2152, 537-5380

GREAT SERVICE!

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978

PAUL’S FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

GARAGE SALE, Sat. Dec. 4,
9am-4pm. 268 Park Drive at
the Wisteria Guest House, rain
or shine.
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays & Saturdays only, 10am 12pm. Many household items.
Note: We now offer furniture
pickups. We do not accept appliances. Drop-offs accepted
only on Fri. & Sat. morning.
Please no garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave.
NDP SALE & Bazaar Sat.
Dec. 4th, 9am to 1pm, United
Church Hall on Hereford Avenue. Come One and All.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

LOCAL
ACORN
ACORN DEALER
DEALER
SSI Medical Equipment
SSI estimate
Call for free

Patrick 250-537-1990
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Run it ‘til
it sells. $24.99

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS-Run your classiﬁed ad in
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS
2 xThe
216.00Driftwood ‘til it sells!
4237948 All ads appear on-line at:
MISC.
FOR SALE
gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com
and bcclassiﬁed.com

Your private party (merchandise) classiﬁed ad will run in our
next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another
4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price •
Please, no more than 3 items, call
to remove an item.

ATTENTION DIABETICS with
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking
Meter and diabetic supplies at
NO COST, plus FREE home
delivery! Best of all, this meter
eliminates painful ﬁnger pricking! Call 888-449-1321.
CAN’T GET Up Your Stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention
this ad and get 10% off your
new Stairlift! 1-866-981-5991.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
CAN’T GET UP YOUR Stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention
this ad and get 10% off your
new Stairlift. 1-866-981-6591.
GOOD, LOCAL hay, 50+ lb.
bales, min. 5 bales. $7.50/
bale. Local, screened soil mix
$35 per yard plus deliv. 250653-4922, Mark Hughes.

WORK WANTED
CARPENTER/CONTRACTOR
Available for additions, renovations, decks, concrete, etc.
Building for a better world, one
dream at a time. Jim Anderson
250-537-0779.
EXPERIENCED
HOUSE
cleaner available. References
on request. 250-931-7188.
FINISHING
CARPENTRY
Services. Installations, doors,
windows hardware, vanities.
Roger 250-537-6058.

MERCHANDISEads
FOR with
SALE items totalling
MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE
FOR SALE
FOR SALE
Merchandise
less than
$200 receiveMERCHANDISE
a 50% discount
withMERCHANDISE
your Residents
Card

REGENCY small wood stove,
gold door, working, $100 ﬁrm.
Kenmore GE dryer 6 years
old, 38” high, $200 ﬁrm. 250537-1309

The position of
Administrative
Assistant
at the Driftwood has
been ﬁlled.
Thanks to everyone
who applied.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
HAPPY HOLIDAYS SALE:
Bookcases, Desks, Dressers,
Chests. Kitchen/Dining Tables,
Chairs, China Cabinets, 3
Shelf Serving Cart $59.; TV
Stands/Armoires, Hall Trees
w/Storage, Hat/Coat Racks
$15.; Sofas, Loveseats, Sectional, Occassional Chairs,
Coffee Tables,
Oak/Cherry
Nesting Tables 3Pc $49.; Asst
Lamps, Lamp Shades, Mirrors,
Marble/Cherry Plant Stands
$29.; Beds 1/2 Price, Q/Size
Pillow-Top
Mattress
Sets
w/10Yr Warranty $399., K/S
Luxury Set $399.; Heaters, Axes, Tarps Lots of Tools! BUY
& SAVE 9818 4th St. Sidney.
buyandsave.ca visa, m/c, debit

NOW AVAILABLE for hire,
John Caron Carpentry.
In
business on SSI for 26 yrs.
New construction, renovations,
fencing, total property maintenance, no job too big or too
small. Reliable, punctual, hard
working, excellent references.
Free consultations. 250-5379397, jbcaron@telus.net

PERSONAL SERVICES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS.
Best price. Best quality. All
shapes & colours available.
1-866-652-6837
www.thecoverguy.com
MEN - EXPERIENCING a
Lack of Energy? Leave Your
Old Self Behind. Progene
Boosts
Testosterone!
Increased
Energy!
More
Strength! Free Sample! 1-877217-2696.
NEW NORWOOD SAWMILLS
LumberMate-Pro handles logs
34” diameter, mills boards 28”
wide. Automated quick-cyclesawing increases efﬁciency up
to 40%. FREE Info: 1-800566-6899 Ext:400OT www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT
OMAHA STEAKS Wrap up
your Holiday Shopping with
100% guaranteed, delivered-to
the door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE
67% PLUS 2 FREE
GIFTS - 26 Gourmet Favorites
ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today!
1-888-702-4489 Mention offer
45102 AAD or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gift03
QUEEN BOX spring mattress
with metal base $150, as new.
Pine bedroom suite, as new,
$200. Four adult life jackets,
as new, $250. Suction pump
with tube $30. 250-537-4123.
STEEL BUILDING SALE...
SPECIALS
from
$4
to
$11/sq.ft. Great pricing on ABSOLUTELY
every
model,
width and length. Deposit
holds for spring delivery. Pioneer Steel Manufacturers 1800-668-5422.
THE PROCEEDS from one
package of UNICEF cards provide free immunization against
polio to 26 children in third
world countries.
UNICEF
cards are available on Salt
Spring at “et cetera”, 5375115, or at the Salt Spring Literacy Centre, 250-537-9717.

50%

DISCOUNT

Classifieds MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE ads totalling
less than $200 receive a
50% discount WITH YOUR
RESIDENTS CARD

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
CLEANING SERVICES
MAIDS PERSONALLY

“Welcome Home Services”

Professional cleaning
Excellent service
Attention to detail
Dependable ~ Trustworthy
NOW TAKING ON MORE
CUSTOMERS
Bonded ~ References
250-537-1517
THOROUGH HOUSE cleaning
provided by long time islander.
Phone
Kim
at
Harmony
Housecleaning today! 250931-1008.

COMPUTER SERVICES
CALL BOB McIvor for troubleshooting, software & networking support. We do house
calls. 537-2827 or (cell) 5387017. Please go & back-up
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
COAST
MATERIALS

GULF
COAST

Serving the Gulf Islands
Salt Spring, Galiano
Mayne, Pender

MATERIALS
250-537-2611
Serving
the Gulf
Islands
345 Rainbow
Road
Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

HITACHI
NR90
AF
light
weight air nailer for up to 3.5inch nails. Just purchased and
used on one job (less than
2,000 nails). Balance of nails
included. $250. 250-537-5625.
SPA/HOT TUB COVERS from
$330. Best quality. New foam
inserts from $100/ea. 250-5388244.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Guaranteed Record Removal since
1989. Conﬁdential, Fast, Affordable. Our A+ BBB Rating
assures
EMPLOYMENT/
TRAVEL & FREEDOM. Call
for your FREE INFORMATION
BOOKLET.
1-8-NOW-PARDON (1-866-972-7366). www.
PardonServicesCanada.com.

$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by
phone, no credit refused, quick
and easy, payable over 6 or
12 installments. Toll Free: 1877-776-1660
www.moneyprovider.com.
DEBT CONSOLIDATION
PROGRAM
Helping Canadians repay
debts, reduce or eliminate
interest, regardless of your
credit. Steady Income? You
may qualify for instant help.
Considering Bankruptcy? Call
1-877-220-3328 FREE
Consultation Government
Approved, BBB Member
DROWNING IN DEBTS? Let
us help. We have over 20
years experience helping Canadians just like you. Contact
us for a free consultation.
www.mydebtsolution.com
or
toll-free 1-877-556-3500.
IF YOU own a home or real
estate, ALPINE CREDITS will
lend you money: It’s That Simple. Your Credit/Age/Income is
NOT an issue 1-800-587-2161
NEED
INSTANT
CASH
FAST? 1st and 2nd Private
Mortgage Loans up to 90% at
Competitive
Rates!
Quick
Closings! Call Daman Lehal
Broker/Owner 1-888-375-3631
or daman.lehal@eqlending.ca

FITNESS & TRAINING

• PARKING CURBS
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET
DESIGN
LET’S

GET
STARTED

BringLET’S
your GET
sketches
& ideas and
STARTED!
together we’ll design (or upgrade)
Bring your sketches & ideas and
your
dream home.
the use
together
we’ll Through
design (or
your dream
home.
ofupgrade)
computer-aided
drafting,
we’ll
Through the use of computerquickly
produce
the we’ll
working
drawings
aided
drafting,
quickly
produce
working
drawings
you’ll you’ll
takethetotake
yourto your
contractor.
contractor.

PLEASEDESIGN
CALL
HELSET
HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

250.537.1037
Ask for Jim

Photos are available
for purchase @ our on-line
photostore
gulfislandsdriftwood.com

HOME REPAIRS

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
& REPAIR
ﬁnish carpentry
Reno’s and
pressure washing

CALL JOHN
250-537-5856
RECYCLING
SALT SPRING Island Recycle
Depot is located at 349 Rainbow Rd. We are open Tues.
through Sat., 10am to 5pm.
This service is operated by
Salt Spring Island Community
Services. Please call the Recycle Depot at 250-537-1200,
or Community Services at
250-537-9971 for information
on materials accepted for recycling.

TELEPHONE SERVICES
A FREE TELEPHONE
VICE - Get Your First
Free. Bad Credit, Don’t
It. No Deposits. No
Checks. Call Freedom
Lines Today Toll-Free
884-7464.

SERMonth
Sweat
Credit
Phone
1-866-

HOME PHONE RECONNECT
Call 1-866-287-1348. Prepaid
Long Distance Specials! Feature Package Specials! Referral Program! Don’t be without
a home phone! Call to Connect! 1-866-287-1348.

PETS
EQUESTRIAN
MIRA WARRINGTON, Certiﬁed Farrier is accepting new
clients. Cold shoeing and
barefoot trims. (H) 250-6532305 or (C) 250-538-7721.

PETS
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!
PET PORTRAIT
8” x 10” for only $100.
Order now
250-653-2305

soulridgefarm@gmail.com

www.soulridgestudio.
websiteworks.com
FREE CAT. Looking for a
good home, lovely neutered 6
yr old. Call 250-537-8777.

REAL ESTATE
ACREAGE
20 ACRES- $0 Down! $99/mo.
Near Growing El Paso, Texas.
Guaranteed Owner Financing,
No Credit Checks Money Back
Guarantee.
Free Map/Pictures. 1-866-254-7755.
www.sunsetranches.com
LARGE ARIZONA Building
Lots Full Acres and More!
Guaranteed Owner Financing
No credit check $0 down - 0
interest
Starting
at
just
$89/mo. USD Close to Tucson’s Intl. Airport For Recorded Message 1-800-631-8164
Code 4001 or visit
www.sunsiteslandrush.com
Offer ends 12/31/10!

HOMES WANTED
FITNESS & TRAINING

ARE YOU thinking of selling
your home? We are looking to
buy on SSI. Maybe we can
both save a bit of money!
Phone 778-436-9620.

WE BUY HOUSES

G
GIVE
THE
GIFT OFPOOL--GIFT OF HEALTH
SUMMERSIDE
2 HEALTH
x 216.00
4682530
• Private, Adult Swim Membership
FITNESS
TRAINING
Gift &
Certi¿
cates now available at the
Summerside Pool.
• Private ¿tness room included with each
membership • UV Filtered, salt water pool
• Private adult swimming lessons
Gift Certi¿cates also available
OPEN DAILY 5:30am - 9pm
for more info call Julie 250-537-9433

Damaged House?
Pretty House? Moving?
Divorcing? Estate Sale?
We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and
House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?
We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments
and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

MOBILE HOMES & PARKS
EAGLEHOMES.CA
NEW
HOME AND LAND in the
Shuswap! Doublewides and
Singlewides...No Pad Rent!
Close to shopping and recreation.
Alice:
250-819-0047
mark@eaglehomes.ca
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DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS

classified@gulfislands.net

RENTALS

RENTALS

RENTALS

RENTALS

MORTGAGES

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

BANK ON US! Mortgages for
purchases, renos, debt consolidation, foreclosure. Bank
rates. Many alternative lending
programs.Let Dave Fitzpatrick,
your Mortgage Warrior, simplify the process!1-888-711-8818
dave@mountaincitymortgage.ca

UPPER GANGES CENTRE,
small 2nd ﬂoor ofﬁce available
now. 272 sq. ft. Ample parking, chair lift. Call Mary Lou
250-537-5528.

3 BDRM, 2 bath home, close
to town. Avail. Jan. 1, $1500
plus util. NS, small pets considered. 250-538-7886 or 250538-8643.
3 BDRM, 2 bath, lovely ocean
view home, 2100 sq.ft., newly
renov., large garden, 2 min. to
town, on quiet street, priv.
fence, HW & tile ﬂoors, solarium, 5 appl., NP, NS, Jan. 1
$1800 plus util. 250-537-8431.
3 BDRM, 2 bath. modular
home on Saturna Isl. Located
on waterfront acreage on Boot
Cove. 5 mins. from ferry. 5
appl. F/P. $700/mo + util. Avail
Jan 15. 604-531-3966 or
j.hogg@shaw.ca
3 BDRM house, 1.5 baths,
near Central, WD, ﬁreplace,
carport, NS. Avail. Jan. 1, long
term $1350 plus util. 250-5374413.
BEAUTIFUL
WATERFRONT
cottage in Fulford. Wood
ﬂoors, decks, woodstove. Remodeled, beach & stream.
Long term, $825/mo plus util.
831-588-9576.
CENTRALLY LOCATED cabin for long term rental. Sunny,
central 1 bdrm and loft designer cabin avail. Dec 15 or Jan 1
Incl. in-suite laundry, storage,
deck, weekly garbage service,
lots of natural light. NS, NP,
$900/mo + util. Located at 750
Lower Ganges Rd (near Baker). Contact Markus at 250653-9799 for information.
COTTAGES ON St. Mary
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP.
Starting at $700/mo., available
Nov 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.
EXECUTIVE HOME with stunning ocean view. 2 bdrm with
en suite. 2 ﬁreplaces, every
room opens onto wrap around
deck. Very private & quiet. impeccable references required.
NS, small pets considered.
250-538-7886 or 538-8643.
LARGE
CHANNEL
Ridge
view home, 2 bedrooms with 1
bedroom in law suite, extensive
landscaping,
fabulous
ocean view, NS, NP, long
term, available November 1,
$2150. Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250537-4722.
MID ISLAND, 3 bdrm, 2.5
bath, 5 appl. Ocean view, mth.
to mth., available now $2000 +
util. Contact Royal Property
Management, 250-537-5577.
MOBILE HOME, 2 bdrm,
covered deck, private patio,
fully renovated, new bathroom,
new kitchen, 4 new appl. Year
round rental, avail. Dec. 1,
$750 per month. Call 250-5376860.
MODERN, WATERFRONT, 3
bdrm, 2 bath home with dock,
on approx 1 acre, fully furnished & equipped. Jan-June.
www.saltspr ingrentalhouse.
com 416-483-8175.
ROSSCOMMON
TOWNHOUSE, 1 bdrm plus den, 2
bath. Suits single or couple.
Partially furnished, 1 year
lease, $1035/mo. Avail. Dec 1.
250-653-4430.

OCEANFRONT TOWN Home
in Ganges, 2 bedroom plus ofﬁce, 2 1/2 baths, propane ﬁreplace, one car garage, NS,
NP, avail. Immediately, $1900.
Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250-5374722.

STORAGE

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

OPEN HOUSE
REALTORS

ATTENTION
OPEN HOUSE
ALLSANDRA
REALTORS
TONG
Looking for gifts
for your
Valued Clients?
Come to Our

Christmas Show
& Sale
Dec. 1 - Dec. 15

Noon - 4pm Daily
Gift baskets, Herbs,
Spices, Chocolate,
Teas and More

Tastings

Sandra Tong
Independent
Consultant for

VICTORIAN

COTTAGES
SELF CONTAINED studio for
non smoking, quiet, single person, south end, easy access
to beaches & hiking. $550 incl.
util. Avail. Dec. 15, 250-6539840.

MOBILE HOMES & PADS
RV HOOKUP in quiet neighbourhood, wtr & hydro incl. NP
$400/month. 250-537-8969.

HOMES FOR RENT
1 BEDROOM Cottage Avail.
immediately, long term, approx
600 sf. Ocean view, utilities included, shared property $950.
Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250-5374722.
1 BEDROOM house in Vesuvius, $1100. Contact Island
Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.
1 BEDROOM Studio Apartment, furnished, utilities included, suit single person,
long term, Dec. 1, $775. Contact Island Explorer Property
Management 250-537-4722.
1 BEDROOM suite near town
1 bath, farm setting, WD hook
ups, NS, NP, long term, avail.
immediately $650. Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.
1 BEDROOM townhome, fully
renovated, washer, dryer, private patio, storage. Avail Dec.
1. $850/mo. 250-537-6860.
2 BDRM. 2 bath. home in
town, spacious & bright, NS,
NP, $1400/mo plus util. avail.
now. 250-931-8209.

142 Woodland Dr.
off Mobrae Avenue
RENTALS
APARTMENT/CONDO
SALTSPRING
REMODELED
2 room + bathroom suite, Long
Harbour view, quiet wooded
location, separate entrance,
kitchenette. $575 + electricity.
cdearscott@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
1,068SF FOR lease, Merchant
Mews, nr. Ganges. Bthrm,
skylights, carpeted upstairs
mezz. Richard 250-380-1669.

HOMES FOR RENT

2 BDRM, cottage with deck &
ocean view. Wdstve & electr.
heat, NS, cat ok, $800 + util.
Long term, avail now. 250537-1968.
2 BDRM, mobile. WD, no
pets,covered decks. Suits mature single or couple, $700/mo
plus util. Avail. Nov. 1, 250537-9799.
2 BEDROOM North End
Home. On acreage, 2 Bath,
W/D, Long Term, Avail immediately, $975. Contact Island
Explorer Property Management 250-537-4722.
2 BEDROOM plus separate in
law suite, Car port, long term,
available immediately, $1250.
Contact Island Explorer Property Management 250-5374722.

HOMES FOR RENT

Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services
1 Bedroom suite near town,
1 bath, farm setting, W/D hook ups, N/S, N/P,
long term, available immediately ................$650
1 Bedroom Studio Apartment,
Furnished, utilities included, suit single
person, long term, December 1st ..............$775
1 Bedroom Cottage,
Available immediately, long term, approx
600 sf Ocean view, utilities included, shared
property.............................................................$950
ISLAND
EXPLORER
2005, PROPERTY-1 Bedroom
house in Vesuvius
.................. $1100
RENTALS AVAILABLE - 736
22xBedroom
504.00 Ocean View North End Home,
Long Term, available immediately ........... $1250
4231316
HOMES FOR RENT

2 Bedroom plus separate in law suite,
Car port, long term, available immediately
.......................................................................... $1250
Oceanfront Town Home in Ganges,
2 bedroom plus ofﬁce, 2 ½ baths, propane
ﬁreplace, one car garage, N/S, N/P, avail.
Immediately .................................................. $1900
Large Channel Ridge View Home,
2 bedrooms with 1 bedroom in law suite,
extensive landscaping, fabulous ocean view,
N/S, N/P, long term, available November 1st
.......................................................................... $2150

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492
Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

SOUTHEND, BEAUTIFUL 1
bedroom renovated cottage,
with own laundry.
Private.
Non
smoking,
quiet
ppl.
$850/mo, plus utilities. References required. Lease. Avail.
Dec. 1st, 2010. Please call
250-653-9689.
SOUTH END home, 2 bdrm, 1
bath, close to trails & park.
Very private, $1200 plus util.
Contact Royal Property Management Ltd., 250-537-5577.

• HEATED
CLASS. 320
• HUMIDITY
CONTROLED
• 9’ CEILINGS
• 24 HR. ACCESS
Salt Spring's newest storage
facility, located at 1429
Fulford-Ganges Rd. Three
sizes: 4'x8', 6'x8' and 8'x8',
all with 9 foot ceilings for
maximum storage. The facility
is operated by Island Explorer
Property
Ltd.
p y Management
g

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1992 HONDA Acura, Vigor
GS, 226K, white, 4 door,
$1600. Call 250-653-9294 for
details.

MOTORCYCLES
SG POWER
SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric
Islands Largest Selection
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria
250-382-8291

SCOOTERS

Gas & Electric.
Island’s Largest Seletion.
Vespas • Yamaha • Honda

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

SUNNY BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom home. 1 1/2 year lease.
$1100 negotiable. Available
summer 2011. 250-653-4505.

250-537-4722

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR SALE

SUITES, LOWER

TWO BDRM duplex, walk to
Ganges,
recently
updated
kitchen & bathroom, furnished
or unfurnished. $850/mo + dd.
Call Byron 250-550-6455

LARGE 2 bdrm. suite., new
construction, in town, $800 inclusive. Call for info. 250-9315483.

1999 30’ Travel Trailer, excellent shape. Asking $6800.
250-653-4364.

WALK TO everything, clean,
fresh paint and carpets one
year ago. Two bedrooms.
Large ﬂat, sunny yard. $985.
250-537-5166.

‘LOFT LIKE’- High End-Waterfront. 1 bdrm ground level
suite with all the amenities-in
Fulford
Village-long
term$975 mo utils incl. Call 250653-9174.

OFFICE/RETAIL
OFFICE SPACE Central location in Ganges available immediately. Modern,
ground
ﬂoor with ADSL-ready wiring.
$285/mo. 250-537-7666

RV PADS
BEAUTIFULLY SITUATED location for a camper/trailer
available. A 10 min. walk to
town. $425 incl. hydro, water &
satellite hookup. Call 250-5374346.
WANTED, TO be close to
grandkids.
Retired
teacher
looking for a long term location
with sun and some privacy for
a 30’ travel trailer with access
to hydro in Beaver Point area.
(250)537-8858.

SHARED ACCOMMODATION
DEC. 1, share large 2 bed Vesuvius apt with quiet NS woman of 50 yrs. $460/mo. plus
shared util. 250-537-2809.

Who reads us?
88% of Islanders read the
Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

Call 250-537-9710 ext. 1 for further info.
HOMES FOR RENT

WELL APPOINTED, 2 bdrm.,
self-contained lower suite, in
like new condition, on spectacular view acreage. Best
suited for single or quiet
couple. $1275/mo. Contact
Royal Property Management
Ltd. 250-537-5577.

TRANSPORTATION
AUTO ACCESSORIES/
PARTS

265-75-R-16 TIRES and rims,
off of a 2006, 4 door, 1 ton
GMC. Load rating E, 30%
tread life $120 obo. 250-5374327.
WINTER TIRES, 4 almost new
Goodyear, on rims, 4 bolt,
P185/65R14 85S. $550 (cost
over $800) from Nissan Sentra. 250-537-9432.

AUTO FINANCING
$0 DOWN & we make your 1st
payment at auto credit fast.
Need a vehicle? Good or Bad
credit call Stephanie 1-877792-0599.
DLN30309.
www.autocreditfast.ca.
1ST CHOICE AUTOLOANS is
ﬁrst in credit approvals for BC/
Alberta. Our service is “free” &
conﬁdential. If you’re working
you should be driving! Apply
today call 1-800-635-3024 or
ﬁrstchoiceautoloans.ca

NO CREDIT? No Problem!
Cars, Trucks, SUVS. We ﬁnance all types of credit bankrupt, divorced, repos, 9 sins.
Apply at www.loanmasters.ca

27 FT CITATION Supreme 5th
wheel w/slide, insulated, great
live-in trailer $14,900 250-5377117

3 BDRM ON QUIET
SOUTH END HOME,
2 BDRM, 1 BATH,
STREET, RECENTLY
CLOSE TO TRAILS &
REMODELED, HOT
PARK, VERY PRIVATE.
TUB AND
WORKSHOP.
ROYAL
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT--ROYAL
ED
T
N
E
$1200 PLUS UTILITIES
R DECK MGMT.
GREAT
SPACE, 736
PROPERTY
ACRES. $1,200
2 1.5
x 288.00
WELL APPOINTED
4242090
MONTH PLUS
HOMES
UTILITIESFOR RENT 2 BDRM SELF CONTAINED
LOWER SUITE IN LIKE
MID ISLAND 3 BDRM NEW CONDITION ON
SPECTACULAR VIEW
2.5 BTHRM 5 APPL
OCEANVIEW MTH TO ACREAGE. BEST SUITED
MTH AVAILABLE NOW FOR SINGLE OR QUIET
$2000 PLUS UTILITIES COUPLE. $1275/MO

Call 250.537.5577
Residential Management

WINNER!

TRUCKS & VANS

MARINE
BOATS
OUTBOARDS
OUTBOARDS
Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda

Yamaha • Suzuki
GreatHonda
Selections
Great Prices

from 2 HP to 350 HP

SG POWER
730 HillsideFour
Ave,strokes
Victoria
New & Used
250-382-8291

Great Selection
Great Prices
Over 40 years in Victoria
730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

THIS WEEK’S
WINNER IS

JIM
ANDERSON

www.sgpower.com jay@sgpower.com

SIMPLY SALT SPRING
DRIFTWOOD’S
POCKET
planners are in, pick your’s up,
Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30
while they last.
GULF ISLANDS Optical 50%
refund on the cost of your eye
test when you purchase a full
set of frames and lenses. Ask
about our new Precision Digital Lenses. Lancer Building
250-537-2648.

All the
listings All the
time

2004 CARAVAN Anniversary
edition, 1 year warranty left,
low km. $7800 obo. Call 250537-8388.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Claudia
Picks a

1989 DODGE Ram, 4 speed.,
317, $1000 obo. 250-4165049.

CARS

Property Management Ltd.

Look for
this week’s
HOROSCOPE
in
Friday’s
edition of
The Weekender

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

Approximately 1800 sq. ft. of shop
space and 400 sq. ft. of upstairs
of¿ce space,
close to Ganges. LTD
DRIFTWOOD
PUBLISHING--589108BC
2 x 144.00
Single phase power. Zoned ID-2.
4671362
Space currently leased to Salt Spring
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
Coffee Company.
Available January 1, 2011.
HOMES FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

gulfislandsrealestate.ca

ISLAND EXPLORER

SOUTH END, 1 bdrm carriage
suite, $700/mo plus hydro,
ocean view, steps to beach.
Avail now, call 250-653-9726.

MID ISLAND STORAGE
(ISLAND EXPLORER)
1X3

This Week’s

REAL ESTATE

Come to
the Driftwood office
to claim your prize!
Place a classified ad in
the Driftwood & your
name is automatically
entered to win a
BC49 Lotto ticket.
(Tickets are held for 2 weeks
from the date of publication.
Unclaimed tickets will be reentered to our contest pool.)

$RIFTWOOD
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328 Lower Ganges Rd.
250-537-9933

AQUA
GULF ISLANDS
DSS

L
LIVING
IVING

Available Now

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Ltd

2 bdrm 2 bthrmPROPERTY
1 bdrm
2 bthrm, 4 appl
DIVERSIFIED
LTD.--INFO
AD
4532329
4 new appl new carpet new paint, view acreage,
2 NS
x 216.00
NP 1100.00 + util NS NP 925.00 + util
4532329
Mid Island
Mid Island
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Resident Manager - Blair Howard
Local Of¿ce 250-537-9766
www.divprop.com
Strata/Commercial/Residential
management

• Patterson Market
• Vesuvius Store
• Raven Street
Market
• Salt Spring
Natureworks
• Driftwood
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Facility will oﬀer 20
long-term beds

TIME TO GET YOUR

CHRISTMAS TREE

100% of Tree
Sales support
DROP BY FOR THE PERFECT TREE AND ENJOY A FREE CUP OF SALT SPRING COFFEE

FINISHING... And
BUILDING SUPPLIES

y
[

❆

Windsor Plywood
166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 250-537-5564 / Fax: 250-537-1207
Open Monday-Friday 7 am - 5:30 pm / Saturday 8 am - 5:30 pm / Closed Sundays

BY SEAN MCINTYRE

“British Columbia currently
offers only 14 inpatient beds

D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The decision to open a residential
treatment facility for eating disorders
on Galiano Island is being heralded as
a much-needed step towards tackling
a growing and very serious problem.
“We are thrilled to see this day
arrive and to know that our perseverance has paid off for the benefit
of so many in B.C. who suffer from
various eating disorders,” said Cindy
Dobbe, the chair and founder of the
Looking Glass Foundation, in a press
release that coincided with Friday’s
announcement.
The Province of British Columbia
has offered $4.1 million over the next
three years to support the non-profit
Woodstone Residence. The facility
will be jointly funded and operated
by the Burnaby-based Looking Glass
Foundation.
The residence will offer space for up
to 20 patients from across the province who require residential care for
eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa or bulimia nervosa. The majority
of the patients are anticipated to be
young women between the ages of 17
and 24 years. The expected length of
stay for patients is between two and
three months.
Private funds will cover costs for 10
of the centre’s 20 beds.
“Locating the residential facility
on Galiano Island should provide an

for youth with eating disorders and seven for adults. ”
excellent balance between separation from the pressures of urban life
and access to a range of important
support services,” said Murray Coell,
the MLA for Saanich North and the
Islands, in Friday’s press release.
“With support from the provincial
government, the Woodstone Residence will offer a safe, efficient, sustainable and accessible treatment
option to individuals and families in
need.”
British Columbia currently offers
only 14 inpatient beds for youth with
eating disorders and seven for adults.
According to the Ministry of Health
Services, approximately 52,000 girls
and women and 5,250 boys and men
in British Columbia, aged 10 to 54
years, were living with a clinically
diagnosed eating disorder in 2008.
In British Columbia, the release
states, women with anorexia nervosa
have a mortality rate almost 15 times
higher than women of the same age
in the general population. Anorexia
nervosa has the highest mortality rate
of any mental disorder and many of
these premature deaths are the result
of suicide.
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Arts&
Entertainment

E RIB DINN
PRIMAAA ANGUS BEEF ER
Every Thursday 5pm
250-537-9339
537-9339

THEATRE

Ash Girl Cinderella
tale rises on the
ArtSpring stage
GISS students in charge of all
aspects of production

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WIND ART: Utah artist Lyman Whitaker, left, and Matt Steﬃch, owner of
Steﬃch Fine Art, install a series of more than 30 of Whitaker’s kinetic wind
sculptures in Grace Point Square.

Second Story Theatre takes on a classic tale of
good versus evil when it presents The Ash Girl at
ArtSpring on Tuesday-Wednesday, Dec. 7-8.
The Ash Girl is playwright Timberlake Wertenbaker’s modern interpretation of the classic Cinderella Story, where the play’s heroine is troubled
by her father’s disappearance, her wicked stepmother and taunting stepsisters, so spends her
time safely secluded under the cover of ashes.
“When a mysterious invitation arrives, we are
taken along as our unlikely heroine finds her way
to the magical ball, and into the arms (and heart)
of the prince,” explains a press release from the
GISS theatre program. “Just as suddenly as it had
arrived, Ash Girl’s fleeting happiness disappears
all too quickly. She must conquer the evil creatures
that have slithered and insinuated their way into
her heart and mind.”
Ash Girl goes on a whirlwind journey not only
through the forest but on an inward journey to
discover herself.
Hannah Pearson plays the role of Ash Girl and is
helped along the way by friends old and new.
“Fairies in the mirror, woodland creatures, nasty
stepsisters, princes, princesses and animal versions of the seven deadly sins all combine in this
new twist on an old tale. Original live music punctuates the mood of this production, which is in
turn comedic, magical, highly physical, melodramatic and just a little bit scary.”
The Ash Girl is designed and produced by the
students involved, including the set construction
and design made entirely of recycled materials.
Tickets for the shows, which begin at 7:30 p.m.,
are $10 and available through the ArtSpring ticket
centre.

LITERARY EVENTS

Everyone is invited to join fellow islander Arthur
Black on Friday, Dec. 3 when he reads from his new
book called A Chip Off the Old Black at ArtSpring.
“Arthur Black’s voice is unmistakable on the
radio and on the page,” says press material from
Harbour Publishing.
“His is the voice of reason, with a generous
helping of funny; the voice that scolds us for our
universal human quirks, but who says it with the
tone and words that make us laugh out loud at
ourselves and our neighbours.”
A Chip Off the Old Black boasts nearly a hundred tales featuring everything from yarnbombing to Bambi, from Black’s love of the Farmer’s
Almanac to his loathing of snowmobiles and his
“problem” with David Suzuki. With a talent for
ranting, minus the malice, Black sticks up for the
chocolate-covered marshmallow confection of
New Zealand — the politically-incorrect “Eskimo”
candies.
Those inclined to kvetching — a Yiddish word
describing the tendency to complain persistently
about everything — may just reconsider after
reading A Chip Off the Old Black. After all, as Black
demonstrates, it’s far more enjoyable to take the
opportunity to laugh.
Salt Spring Books is sponsoring the event, which
begins at 7 p.m., and will have books for sale
there.
Black’s growing collection of award-winning
books includes Pitch Black, Black Tie and Tales
(Stoddart Publishing) and Black in the Saddle

frankly scarlet

jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500

Salt Spring
Singers

Wrapped in Song
Mitch Howard, Director
Jennifer Howard, Accompanist

Saturday, December 11 at 8 p.m.
Sunday, December 12 at 2 p.m.
ArtSpring

Tickets:
Adult $16
Senior $13
Child under 12 $8
EyeGo $5

Local
THE

Chip off the Old Black celebrated at reading
Arthur Black hosts an ArtSpring
crowd on Friday, Dec. 3

design

Again, all of which won him the Stephen Leacock
Memorial Medal for Humour.
He hosted CBC Radio One’s Basic Black program
from 1983 until 2002, while also using his comedic
talents to host Life Television Network’s Weird
Homes and Weird Wheels. He recently released
Black is the New Green, and the audio CD Planet
Salt Spring.

Liquor store • bar & bistro

Ticket Centre 537-2102

Visit our Holiday Cheer Station
for a full range of liquors,
hard to ﬁnd BC wines and
special holiday liqueurs and
champagnes.

VAN

donors
Monthly
nancial
ﬁ
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n for
us to pla
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“I love that Steve & Colleen
maintain a superior
selection of high-quality,
hard to ﬁnd BC Wines,
which is in keeping
with our philosophy of
supporting local food &
wine.”

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff
is available to assist in suggesting the
perfect gift or to help select a wine to
accompany your special holiday menu.

Buy 6 or more bottles
of wine, liquor or liqueurs

SAVE 10%

- BRUCE WOOD,
Chef & Owner, Bruce’s Kitchen

OPEN XMAS DAY 12-6PM
STORE 250-537-WINE (9463) | BAR 250-537-9485
#108 149 FULFORD GANGES ROAD
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
GREEN GIFTS

Salish Sea card out for Christmas
Proceeds beneﬁt
stewardship of island
species
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

People hoping to include a
taste of local scenery with their
holiday wishes have an attractive and informative option this
season with a new card designed
by Briony Penn.
Celebrating the “Twelve Days
of Christmas of the Salish Sea,”
the card is a fundraiser for the
Salt Spring Island Conservancy’s
stewardship committee.
Instead of turtle doves and
partridges, iconic West Coast
animals cavort through the fun
and whimsical hand-coloured
drawing. Penn includes whales

and otters, as well as a wonderful array of coastal birds such as
buffleheads, dark-eyed juncos
and woodpeckers.
Starting it all off is a ruffed
grouse in a fir tree.
Information on the back of
the card notes that holly and
ivy, part of European Christmas
traditions, are actually invasive
on B.C.’s West Coast. The suggestion is to and greenery to
local festivities with indigenous
plants such as arbutus berries,
Oregon grape and salal.
The inspiration for the design
began with Penn’s series of illustrated articles on indigenous
plants and animals that was
published in Monday magazine
as Wild Side starting in 1993.
Some of these articles were
later published in the book
A Year on the Wild Side, where

the original Twelve Days of
Christmas of the Salish Sea first
appeared.
“It’s a great little book about
the natural history of where we
live,” said conservancy board
member Donna Martin.
“[ The card] was a natural
choice for this year’s stewardship committee fundraising
project.”
Proceeds from the card will go
toward stewardship initiatives
that provide habitat for local
animal species.
The cost is $5 each or $20 for
a set of five (no taxes added),
available at Volume II bookstore
and Gecko Green Living.
People that have difficulty
getting to the shops can contact
Martin at 250-537-5340 with a
card order and she will arrange
delivery.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SOUND SCAPE: Shirley Bunyan plays Christmas music at the United
Church during Winterfaire on Saturday.

TO YOUR

Health

meet your
west coast
health providers
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Complimentary Consultation / Free Housecalls
Electronic Gait Analysis / Shoe Modiﬁcation
NEW! CUSTOM MADE COMFORT SANDALS
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FACIAL
REJUVENATION
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A Natural Approach...
• helping you look and feel your best
• facial rejuvenation • meridian balancing
• microcurrent therapy
• needle-free acupuncture

 

Isabelle Ma, RAc DTCM

ph: 250 931 8345

Certi¿ed Feng Shui Practitioner
• In home/business assessment
• Determine best colours for rooms
• Arrange furniture to promote
balanced energy Àow
• Find most auspicious site for home
• Assist with home design

Amy Kozak
250-537-1377

©1997 - 2010 Anke Bosman

Gift Certi¿cates
Available
amymkozak@hotmail.com

YOGA
WEEKLY CLASSES
DROP-IN ~ ALL LEVELS
Beginner? Contact me.
~MEXICO BOOK NOW~
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250-537-7675

dorothy@santosha-yoga-retreats.com
www.santosha-yoga-retreats.com

SMARTSOMATICS INSTRUCTOR
Want to feel less pain, stiffness and achy muscles?
Need a better sleep?

Reclaim your comfort with

30 years experience
Friendly Service

SMARTSOMATICS Classes
North End Fitness:

Appointments Available
Friday & Saturday
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Suite 2201 - Grace Point Square Ph: 250.537.1616

The Art of Self-Care with Life
Source Writing™ & Coaching
“I felt like I was drawn through a portal into my
own soul and experience, gently encouraging me
to open myself to my journey. Transformational!”
- RENEE DEAKIN

I offer signature coaching programs, wellness writing retreats, inspirational
speaking, and the “shop and be well” online store.

www.creativewellnessworks.com

Balanced By Design
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e: lotushealing@shaw.ca

Lynda Monk, MSW, RSW, CPCC

RENTAL LIFT CHAIR AVAILABLE

  
  

ORTHOTICS - Custom made on Island
perfectly ﬁtted to your feet

• Scooters
• Walkers
• Daily Aids

Phone Patrick 250-537-1990

To advertise: Call Kim or Erin 250-537-9933

LOTUS

• Stair Lifts
• Bath Lifts
• Chair Lifts

250-653-2085

lynda@creativewellnessworks.com

www.vitaleo.net
7776)4!,%/.%4
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$10 Off Holiday Gift Certiﬁcates!
GANGES
MASSAGE THERAPY
REFLEXOLOGY and REIKI
Stewart Katz, RMT
Julie Howard

Massage, Reﬂexology, Reiki
Adult Swim Instruction/Coaching
Open Six Days A Week

128 Hereford Ave. 250-538-7478

In the Health ﬁeld?
Advertise here!
Call Erin at The Driftwood

250-537-9933

ejory@gulﬁslands.net

Wednesdays & Thursdays - 3-4pm
INFORMATION:

250.537.2056
smartsomatics@shaw.ca
smartsomatics.shawwebspace.ca

NELLY KOSTELIJK,
RMT, CSE

GENEVIE FAWCETT
Private Fitness Trainer
Private Gym

One-on-one training in a
private setting with a great view

“I will help you achieve your Ӿtness goals”
• Full Bathroom • Playroom included
• Children welcome

250-538-1771
email: genevief@telus.net
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When is your now?
Today, or in
ﬁve more years?
Call me today and lets get
started on your dream!

Kerry Chalmers
250.537.5515

PHOTO BY SHARI MACDONALD

kerrychalmers@saltspring.com
www.saltspring-realestate.com

Hollingsworth, right,
pays tribute to Ken
Rouleau, left, at the Rant
‘n’ Roll fundraiser held
at Falconshead Grill on
Saturday night, as Chris
Joynson helps out. The
sold-out event raised
more than $10,000 for
Ken Rouleau and his
family. Rouleau, who
was recently diagnosed
with ALS, is no longer
able to work and is
also undergoing some
expensive alternative
healing therapies.

ART EXHIBIT

Artists rally for animal rights
“Best in Show” dog art at Starﬁsh
Gallery to beneﬁt PETA
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

The Starfish Gallery is bringing attention to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals this week
with an exhibition to raise funds and awareness for
animal rights.
At an opening reception held last Friday night,
gallery owner Andrea Collins explained she had the
idea for the show because she herself is a big animal
lover. The owner of a Jack Russell terrier named
Lily, Collins is also concerned with the practices of
industrial farming.
That concern is more than shared by Alan Goldin, PETA’s coordinator on Salt Spring.
“One of the biggest pressures on the planet is
CAFO — confined animal feeding operations,” Goldin said at the opening.
He described with real horror the conditions animals in such facilities suffer: As many as possible
cows and pigs are put together in one building and
have no room to turn around and stand in their
own waste. According to Goldin, they are injected
with antibiotics and growth hormones every few
hours.
“This is ending up in our food supply, and people
wonder why we’re getting cancer,” he said.
Chickens fare no better than the larger animals.
Goldin said female chickens often have their beaks
cut off, while males are thrown live into a grinder.
PETA is making some inroads into stopping
such practices for the betterment of animals and
humans alike. But the organization is up against
a capitalist reality and has no supporting legislation — unlike in Germany, where animal cruelty is
treated with the same harshness as child abuse.
Collins said buying pasture-raised meat is one
way to reduce the cruelty.
“It’s important that people buy locally reared livestock where the animals live outside and feed on
pasture. Ask your supermarket to stock meat from
animals who are not confined or given drugs.”
PETA also works on issues such as protecting
circus animals and stopping cock fights, dog fights
and puppy mills. Dogs are the focus of the art show,
fortunately shown as human companions rather
than victims. While the message is serious, the
show itself is light and engaging.
Anais La Rue, whose darkly folkloric scratch-pad
drawings were premiered at the gallery last year,
has completed three new oil paintings for the show.
Her style for these works is bright, expressionist and
whimsical.
Imagine Seeing You Here features an elastic
clown figure, whose legs take up the entire frame
and whose body bends at the waist to reach all the
way back down. The clown’s graphic red, black and
white stripes contrast with the little fawn-coloured
dog he addresses. The background is a happily
glowing smear dominated by turquoise, blue and
yellow.
Scenes from the Pink Passage has a black pug
dressed in striped gown with ruffled collar, seated
in a tiny gondola-like boat. His head is tipped all
the way to the side, his huge round eyes staring
humourously at the viewer. Fittingly for the title,
the background is a shocking hot bubble gum.
Like La Rue, Ken Ketchum has decided to return

Stay
Connected

to painting for the pieces commissioned especially
for this show. Ketchum has worked in photography
for the past 15 years and said during the opening
that he welcomes the change.
“This is so personal, so intimate and so one of a
kind. And it’s what I want to do.”
Ketchum’s subjects were modelled on dogs he
photographed in Mexico. Painted in acrylic on
square wooden panels, the pieces have the look of
large tiles. The colours are terra cotta, cream, peach
and black; the technique is graphic and stylized.
Deboragh Gainer’s sculptures in bare terra cotta
capture dogs in action. Slim and small, they look
like the semi-wild creatures of a warm climate.
One is in a tense pose, teeth bared, ears back, body
twisted. Another has ears up in alertness, trotting
forward with streamlined intent.
Timothy Gibbon gets philosophical with her
digital photo Heidegger’s Dog. As she explained at
the opening, the title is a take on Schrödinger’s Cat,
a famous illustration of the principle of quantum
theory. It’s also a nod at Heidegger’s modern followers, who Gibbon said are concerned with authenticity and “being there.”
Her photograph captures a thick-set golden Lab
who is quite representative of being there. Taken on
an overcast day, Gibbon has emphasized the dark
areas so that most of the lower background is indistinct. The dog, seen looking off camera to the left, is
emphasized against such darkness. Silhouettes of
skeletal trees and power lines get similar emphasis
against the bright but clouded sky.
To see more examples of dogs in art and support
the PETA cause, visit Best in Show at the Starfish
Gallery until Dec. 10.

be part of the
Driftwood’s online
community.
Sign up for breaking news, a
weekly news digest E-dition,
Facebook community updates, and
short, timely messages via Twitter.

gulfislands.net
/signup.html

ADOPT A PET TODAY

TRIBUTE: Tara

Salt Spring Realty

Name: Wynton
Age: 6 months
Gender: male
Likes: Soft things
To learn about
all of our
adoptable
animals, visit
www.spca.bc.ca

G.I.S. SALES
& RENTALS INC.
high-density
polyethylene

“Tanks for all reasons”

• Water storage
• Septic, sewage-holding
• Ecological systems
• Sewage-treatment plants, filters

Join us Wednesday nights
throughout the winter
as we celebrate the food
of different regions
of the world
A Taste of India Dec 1
A Taste of Morocco Dec 8
Check our website for
different regions and menus
every Wednesday

$6 Early Bird Breakfast
before 10am
www.treehousecafe.ca

PH: 250-653-4013

Music this Week 5:30-8:30pm
Thur
Fri
Sat

Richard Cross
Sweet Water Revolver
TBA

Sunday-Tuesday 8am-4pm
Wednesday-Saturday 8am-8:30pm
ph 250-537-5379

ArtSpring presents
A

ONE PIANO – FOUR HANDS
TWO PIANOS – TWO HANDS EACH
ONE PIANO – TEN FINGERS
SATURDAY
December 4 – 8:00pm
No matter
how you slice it,
Salt Spring pianists
Chris Kodaly and
Theodora Primes deliver
a terriﬁc and varied
concert of music by
Saint Saens, Chopin,
Debussy &
Milhaud.

TICKETS: 250-537-2102

www.artspring.ca
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What’s On This Week

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions
below.

w w w. g u l f i s l a n d s t o u r i s m . c o m / c a l e n d a r. h t m

Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sat.
Wed.
Mon.
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 8
December 6
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Richard Cross.
Live at the Tree House Cafe. 5:30
to 8:30 p.m.
Open Mic.
Thursdays at the The Local pub.
6 to 10 p.m.

Rasma Bertz & Friends.
Music & Munch recital of
winter music at All Saints.
12:10 p.m.
Lloyd English Trio.
Live jazz every Wednesday at
the Harbour House.
Open Stage.
Wednesdays with Stephanie
Rhodes at Moby’s. 8 p.m.

Sweetwater & Co.
Live at the Harbour House Hotel.
Sweet Water Revolver. At the Tree
House Cafe. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Mindil Beach Markets. At Moby’s.
ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

A Chip off the Old Black: An
Evening with Arthur Black.
Reading and literary event at
ArtSpring. 7 p.m.
Candlelight Yoga Night.
Ganges Yoga Studio, 6 to 8 p.m.
Taize Service. Service of sung prayer,
silence and scriptural readings at SS
United Church. 2 p.m.
WinterCraft. See Exhibits, below.
Fulford Community Hall Christmas
Artisan Fair. See Exhibits, below.
Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft
Fair. See Exhibits, below.
Imaginary Landscapes.
See Exhibits, below.
Beaded Jewellery Showcase &
Sale. See Exhibits, below.
Tango Lessons.
Half-hour lessons with Morley and
Isabelle, followed by practica. Core Inn,
3rd floor. 8 to 10 p.m.

Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee.
Meets at ArtSpring beginning
at 10:30 a.m. Town hall at noon.
Bingo.
At Meaden Hall on the first and
third Thursdays of each month.
7 p.m., with early bird games at
6:30. Proceeds benefit bursaries
to Salt Spring students.
Beaded Jewellery Showcase
& Sale Opening.
See Exhibits, below.

ACTIVITIES

World AIDS Day March.
GISS Global Awareness Group
event. Begins at 12:45 p.m.
on the lower high school field
and goes through town.
Gulf Islands Board of
Education.
Public meeting at the school
board office. 1 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Chris Kodaly & Theodora Primes.
Two pianists perform at ArtSpring,
including music for four hands on one
piano. 8 p.m., with Garry Oaks Winery
tasting at 7 p.m.
Kings Without. Rock band at Moby’s.
Poetry Evening. Ahava Shira
launches spoken-word poetry CD with
fellow poets Rowan Percy and Chris
Smart, and music by Ramesh Meyers.
Rock Salt Cafe. 8:30 p.m.
Live Music. TBA at the Tree House
Cafe. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
ACTIVITIES

St. Nicholas Day Celebration.
Crafts for kids, meet St. Nicholas &
food/refreshments. All Saints. 1 to
3 p.m.
Light-Time: A Natural History of
Illumination. Illustrated talk on the
nature of light and life by journalist/
cartoonist Geoff Olson. GISS. 7 p.m.
Beaded Jewellery Showcase &
Sale. See Exhibits, below.
Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft
Fair. See Exhibits, below.

FRI. DEC. 3 TUES. DEC 7

Friday to Tuesday
7:00pm
Matinee on Sunday
at 3:00pm

e!

Live Music

Every Wednesday - Lloyd English Trio
Every Sunday - The Barley Brothers
Friday, December 3rd - Sweetwater & Co.

From Our Garden
To Your Plate...Yes, Still!
- Shallots
- Arugula
- Red Onions

- Herbs
- Scallions
- Garlic

- Swiss Chard
- Spinach
- Romaine

Book your Holiday Party now...
Menus Online!

250 537 4700

saltspringharbourhouse.com

Sun.
Tues.
December 5

December 7

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Winter’s Light: Rasma Bertz &
Friends CD Launch.
Concert at ArtSpring. 3 p.m.
The Barley Bros.
Sundays at the Harbour House Hotel.
ACTIVITIES

Fulford Community Hall Christmas
Artisan Fair.
See Exhibits, below.
WinterCraft.
See Exhibits, below.
Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft
Fair.
See Exhibits, below.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

ACTIVITIES

Ash Girl. Presentation of Timberlake
Wertenbaker’s comedy/drama based on SS Painters Guild Meeting.
Christmas Wrap-up at ArtSpring.
the Cinderella story by GISS’ 2nd Story
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Theatre. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
WinterCraft.
ACTIVITIES
See Exhibits, below.
Candlelight Vigil. To honour &
remember all women killed by violence.
Centennial Park. 6 p.m.
Lighting of Menorah. Part of regional
Chanukah festival. Centennial Park.
7 p.m.
Group Reading. By psychic reader
and author of How to Win the Lottery,
Denise Johnson. Wisteria Guest House.
7 to 9 p.m.
WinterCraft. See Exhibits, below.

$RIFTWOOD E-DITION
'5 ,& ) 3, !. $3

Wednesday Dec. 1st is your last chance to see Harry Potter at 7:00pm

at The
Harbour Ho us

Ash Girl.
See Tuesday listing.
Salt Spring Elementary
Christmas Concert.
At SS Elementary School. 7 p.m.
Open Stage.
Wednesdays with Stephanie Rhodes
at Moby’s. 8 p.m.
Lloyd English Trio.
Live jazz every Wednesday at the
Harbour House.

Sign up for breaking news, a weekly news digest E-dition, Facebook
community updates, and short timely messages via Twitter.
gulfislands.net/signup.html

2 Hrs 28 mins
Rating: 14A

9 / 5 2

War
m Up

WinterCraft. See Exhibits, below.
Floor Hockey.
Mondays at Fulford Hall. 7 p.m.
Toastmasters. Group meets Mondays
at the Crofton Room in the Harbour
House Hotel. 7 p.m.

be part of the Driftwood’s on-line community.

at Central Hall call 250-537-4656 for showtimes & info www.thefritz.ca

Dec. 10th - Call
for tickets
now!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

PLUGSTAY CONNECTED

JOIN US ON
FACEBOOK

This Week
Small
in Our
Business
Holiday
House!
Party

Fulford Community Hall Christmas
Artisan Fair. See Exhibits, below.
WinterCraft. See Exhibits, below.
NDP Christmas Bazaar.
United Church Hall. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

# / - - 5 . ) 4 9

. % 7 3 0 ! 0 % 2

3 ) . # %

   

CINEMA

Santa’s Workshop

The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest — Lisbeth is recovering in a hospital and awaiting trial for three
murders when she is released. Mikael must prove her innocence. Meanwhile, Lisbeth is plotting her own revenge
against the people who put her in this situation.
Also, Wednesday, Dec.1 is your last chance to see Harry Potter at 7 p.m.

Drop off new or gently used gifts for children
up to 15 years of age at drop boxes around town
or donate to:

EXHIBITIONS

Island Savings Credit Union Acct. # 900-840702

• Fulford Community Hall Christmas Artisan Fair. Friday, Dec. 3, 5 to 9 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 4, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft Fair. Friday, Dec. 3, 5 to 9 p.m; Saturday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday,
Dec. 5, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• WinterCraft show and sale of work by 80 artists & craftspeople presented by the Salt Spring Arts Council at
Mahon Hall opens Friday, Dec. 3, running daily to Dec. 19 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• A beading showcase is in focus at Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art. Opens Thursday, Dec. 2 from 4 to 7 p.m.
and continues through Friday-Saturday, Dec. 3-4.
• Imaginary Landscapes, an exhibit of paintings by Vancouver artist Andrew Gibbs, opens at Market Place
Cafe on Friday, Dec. 3, 5 to 8 p.m., and continues through Jan. 30, 2011.
• Dogs are the subject for Best in Show, a fundraiser for the animal rights organization PeTA, at Starfish
Gallery. Runs daily to Dec. 10.
• New Paintings by Paul Bryans are now on exhibit at Steffich Fine Art.
• Pegasus Framing Gallery presents work by the lino-cut master Richard Calver along with Bill Mayberrry
abstracts and hyper-realist oils by Christopher Walker.
• Photographer Eric Klemm shows two new images — Tower and Standing Babas — at Pegasus Gallery
of Canadian Art through Sat., Dec. 11.
• See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.
• Julianna Slomka shows paintings of music and dance, as well as earlier drawings, at the Harbour House
lobby through Jan. 1, 2011.
• Margaret Threlfall’s miniature original watercolours are now available in the ArtSpring lobby display case.
• Evelyn Russell shows collograph and China ink paintings at Island Savings through the end of February.
• The Salt Spring Photography Club displays photos by club members at the Salt Spring Coffee Company
on an electronic picture frame, with updated photos every two weeks.
• Margaret Ann Argiro, visual artist and photographer, has eight photos and one pastel painting hanging in
Bruce’s Kitchen. Images feature fruits, vegetables and the Northern Range as seen through the notch in Mt.
Belcher.
• Shari Macdonald shows new photos at Jana’s Bake Shop.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certiﬁed by the
Space Foundation

www.tempurcanada.com
Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada

A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan

1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

NEED CHRISTMAS CASH? - RUN IT TIL IT SELLS... ONLY $24.99
RUN IT till it

sells!

Run your classiﬁed
ad in the
Driftwood til it sells!

Your private party (merchandise) classified ad will run in our next 4 insertions
Y
• If you need to modify the ad or run it again, just call us and we’ll run it
again for another 4 insertions
• Extra lines at ½ price
• Please, no more than 3 items, call to remove an item.

All ads appear on-line at:
gulﬁslandsdriftwood.com and
bcclassiﬁed.com

BOOK YOUR AD —
in person: 328 Lower Ganges Rd.

call: 250-537-9933
email: classified@gulfislands.net
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250-537-9971

Grand, grander and grandeur:
a tale of 2 pianos and 1 stage
BY MELISSA FISHER
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

In 1984, when pianist
Chris Kodaly decided to
make Salt Spring Island
his home, he received
many requests to play
as a soloist, ensemble
player and accompanist.
However, there were
real obstacles because
of no public venue and
no piano for public performance.
Whoever wanted to
stage a show needed
either to rent a community hall and import
a piano, or find a private home with a good
piano and room for an
audience also willing to
host the concert. Either
scenario was cumbersome.
For producer, performer and audience it
was costly, risky and not
quite satisfactory.
The burgeoning arts
community persevered,
staging concerts and
meetings to plan for a
community arts centre.
Today, ArtSpring theatre graces our community and many know
the lengthy story of
involved determination
by a succession of volunteers that brought it
into being.
Not many know the
story of how we came to
have a fine piano nestled back stage ready
to transmit exquisite
sound.
Here is part of that
story. The main obstacle
to having a piano was
housing it.
A valuable instrument
would be insecure in
the existing public venues, which were often
unlocked and unheated. No one was willing
to keep the proposed
piano at home, wanting neither the responsibility nor the inconvenience of having its
frequent moves in and
out for performance.
Then, Kodaly volunteered to take on the
job. Among the local
performance collectives
formed in the ‘80s was
the Tuned Air Choral
Society.
Originally it was the
Fe r n w o o d Pa re n t s’
Group choir, headed by
Fernwood parent and
composer Bruce Ruddell and accompanied
by Kodaly.
They gave their first
concert in May of 1988;
the program was half
choral music, the other
half scintillating piano.
It was a big success,
partly due to good leadership and partly due
to the total commitment of the individuals

Attention New
Salt Springers!

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

PERFORMING ARTS

Chris Kodaly and
Theodora Primes
at ArtSpring
together Dec. 4

A

Salt Spring Island Community Services

involved.
It was natural at that
point, for some of the
choristers to be concerned over the lack of
a decent piano in the
community outside of
private homes.
Some talk ensued
about a group effort to
obtain one, and Kodaly
was given the task of
researching and finding
a suitable instrument.
He did find a beautiful
Steinway, used, in Victoria, with a distinctive

For 10 years . . .
[the] piano was
regularly packed
up and moved,
carefully,
tenderly and
almost entirely
without mishap
by Kodaly, Randy
Severn of Five
Star Moving and
amazing
volunteers.
and compelling sound,
made more affordable
by mismatched cabinet
and legs.
With an alacrity
approaching magical
speed, Donna Regen
found donors willing
to make enough $1,000
pledges to acquire the

instrument. (Unsung
heroes, many of these
donors remain anonymous today.)
Tuned Air was not
yet incorporated as a
society, however, and
could not purchase the
piano because it could
not insure it or issue tax
receipts.
The Festival of the
Arts Society, however, was incorporated,
and hosting an annual
summer arts festival
amongst other events.
It had the necessary
infrastructure in place
and plenty of use for
the piano.
The agreement was
made for the concerned
individuals to buy the
piano and the Festival of the Arts Society
would be its guardian.
It would be housed with
Kodaly until such time
as a public venue was
created and be made
available for nominal
rent to the community.
For 10 years, this
remained the case. The
piano was regularly
packed up and moved,
carefully, tenderly and
almost entirely without mishap by Kodaly,
Randy Severn of Five
Star Moving and amazing volunteers. Meanwhile, efforts to build
a community theatre
continued. ArtSpring
was the eventual result
and the piano was
moved there.
Jim Anderson, piano
technician extraordinaire, was called upon
to rebuild the instrument, cultivating the
amazing sound of which
it is capable today. However, the cabinet mismatching the body and
the length of the piano
being more conducive
to chamber than stage
life gave rise to the idea
that ArtSpring should

have a new piano. That
idea was also supported
by the fact that the theatre was loathe to lend,
and after a short while
decided not to let individuals in the community commission its use
elsewhere.
The campaign to
acquire the new instrument is recent history
and not in focus here.
Suffice it to say that it
is recent enough that
the new Steinway grand
is really just “broken
in” and finding its full
mature voice, again
with the very able care
of Jim Anderson.
It is not so much
bigger than the original Steinway, however,
as to dwarf its sound.
The Salt Spring listening audience can hear
for itself. The original
Steinway was put up
for sale, and Kodaly was
lucky enough to bring
his heart’s piano home.
On Saturday, Dec. 4,
however, it will return to
the ArtSpring stage, harp
to harp with its successor, for a fine evening
of music composed for
two pianos augmented
by solo work.
TheodoraPrimes,who
resides on Salt Spring
as well as in Hollywood
where she is faculty for
Glendale Community
College, will brave our
winter weather to play
ArtSpring’s new Steinway, alongside our own
Chris Kodaly on his
Steinway. The program
will include two piano
works by Darius Milhaud, Claude Debussy
and Camille St. Saens.
Each performer will
make a solo offering.
The concert begins at
8 p.m., with a Garry Oaks
wine tasting beginning
at 7 p.m.
Tickets are available
at ArtSpring.

www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE
* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth and
families.
* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is free
and conﬁdential.
* Family Place: Rug Huggers Baby & Parent Drop-In: Mon. 10-1,
Stay & Play: Tues. & Thurs. 12-3, Fri. 10-1,
Dad ‘n Me: Sat. 8:30–10
* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-9:30 pm.
Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight at Lady
Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected with the
Need Crisislogo_ad_2009.ai
Centre in Victoria. 11/12/09 6:25:51 PM

Don't miss your
opportunity for a
great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for
your greeting, gifts
& useful info.

250-537-1558

Photography

Photographic Solutions

johncameron.ca
saltspringphotos.com

the

bank
FILL THE SSI COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE RESCUE INITIATIVE

Only one week!
NOV 28 - DEC 5, 2010
The goal is 10,000 items!
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Beaver Point Hall

Christmas Craft Fair

Friday, Dec. 3 5-9pm
Saturday Dec. 4 10-5pm
Sunday Dec. 5 10-4 pm

Artistic vendors, fabulous
homemade food.
More vendors Sat and
Sun in the back room.
1365 Beaver Pt. Road

Stay
Connected
be part of the
Driftwood’s online
community.
Sign up for breaking news, a
weekly news digest E-dition,
Facebook community updates, and
short, timely messages via Twitter.

gulfislands.net
/signup.html

salt spring arts council

handmade
over 80 artists
and crafters

L ^ c iZ gX gV [ i
December 3rd - 19 th
114 Rainbow Road, Mahon Hall 10 - 5pm daily

ATTENTION
SMALL BUSINESSES
ON SALT SPRING!

Join us for the
1st Annual SSI Small Business Holiday Party
Friday, December 10th 2010 - 6:30pm!
We provide a lavish buffet, The Salt Shakers
‘live band, and the atmosphere,
you bring the people you
want to treat!
It’s time to show your appreciation to
your employees, suppliers, friends and family!
CALL 250-537-1919 TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!
We look forward to welcoming You & Yours
to our house!

$55 Per Person
(Plus Tax & Gratuity)

Go online to preview
the Buffet Menu!
saltspringharbourhouse.com

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ART EXHIBIT

Imaginary Landscapes
become reality at show
Andrew Gibbs
shares work
beginning Dec. 3

Market Place Café in
Ganges hosts an exhibit
of work by Vancouver
artist Andrew Gibbs,
beginning with an opening reception on Friday,
Dec. 3.
Im a g i n a r y L a n d scapes features paintings of “idyllic settings
in nature with a suggestion of the apocalyptic,”
explains a press release.
“Bucolic pathways,
streams and brooks
encompass the mysteries of nature, but hint at
something disorienting.
Clear blues, golds and
browns are applied over
rough surfaces, used to
create evocative landscapes: liminal spaces
between the known and
imagined.”
Gibbs, a graduate of
Emily Carr University
of Art, explains, “I am
drawn to certain qualities in light and darkness
that serve as places of
departure in my work.”
In Gibbs’ newest work
he continues to paint
conceptual places in
nature: a single tree on
the hill stands tall but is
bloodied, trunks of trees
seem solid even though
they are impaired.
“Through the act of
painting entities, ener-

Above, Gibbs’ Sentinel. Below is Sonata.

gies and forms arrive to
enact dramas . . . forms
of expression which
seem to carry a powerful
psychic and emotional
impact,” he said.
Various settings in
nature continue to influence and serve as the

terrain that allows Gibbs
“to explore this alchemy
and magic.”
Friday’s reception at
Market Place Café runs
from 5 to 8 p.m.
Im a g i n a r y L a n d scapes runs through Jan.
30, 2011.

POETRY

Mother Tongue gives
wings to poetry books
Mona Fertig and Cathy
Ford release long-awaited
volumes
Two long-time poets have broken
several years of major print silence
with just-released books by Mother
Tongue Publishing of Salt Spring.
Cathy Ford’s first full-length of
poetry in 21 years is called “the art of
breathing underwater.”
In it, Mother Tongue press material states that “major Canadian poet
Ford celebrates the beauty of nature
and love, acknowledges the tragedy
of living and listens visually with the
ear to the heart, using the rope of her
long lines and attention to sound, to
map the metaphor and rhythm of a
woman’s consciousness.”
Ford is the author of 14 books of
poetry and numerous chapbooks
and folios. Born in Lloydminster,
Saskatchewan, she grew up in northern British Columbia, attended the
University of British Columbia and
Simon Fraser University, and has a
BFA and MFA in Creative Writing,
with Honours. A former president of
the League of Canadian Poets, she is
a founding member of the feminist
caucus of the League of Canadian
Poets.
Ford lived for 18 years on Mayne
Island and presently lives in Sidney.
The Unsettled, from Kalamalka
Press in Vernon, is Mona Fertig’s first
full-length book of new poetry in 12
years.
It is No.7 in the Mackie Lecture and

Reading Series published by writers-in-residence at the Mackie Lake
House every fall in Vernon. Fertig
is a poet and heads Mother Tongue
Publishing. She’s been a Salt Spring
resident since 1990, was writer-in
residence at Mackie Lake House last
fall and worked on the manuscript
while she was there.
The Unsettled is a metaphor for
all the poems, whether it be homelessness, uncertainty, development,
politics, relationships, wilderness or
the spirit world.
“In these new poems, Fertig’s
vision spirals through the world we
inhabit, catching different aspects
of it in its lyrical nets, but especially
the contradictory worlds confronting us here on the western edge of
this continent: worlds of progress
and wilderness, men and women,
youth and age, comedy and tragedy,”
writes John Lent, publisher and editor with Kalamalka Press. “Nowhere
is this more evident than in the volume’s stunning, closing hymn to Salt
Spring Island, This is Paradise.”
The Unsettled and “the ar t
of breathing underwater” were
launched privately on Salt Spring
Island last week and earlier in the
month in Vernon at the Mackie Lake
House.
Ford’s book will be launched on
Mayne Island on Friday, Dec. 3 at 8
p.m. at the Agricultural Hall and on
Sunday, Dec. 12 in Sidney.
Both books are available on Salt
Spring at Wintercraft, Salt Spring
Books and Volume II Books.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC

Singer celebrates
winter in early
music traditions
CD launch Dec. 5 at
ArtSpring
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

An island mezzo-soprano with an
ear for folk traditions has released
her first CD with a collection of early
music associated with winter.
Rasma Bertz’s recording of medieval and Renaissance tunes is called
Winter’s Light: A Celebration in
Song.
The 15 selections honour holiday
traditions including Advent, Chanukah, solstice and Christmas, as well
as a few more obscure holidays like
the Feast of the Ass, Wren Day and
Feast of Our Lady.
Bertz, a resident of Salt Spring for
four years and a native of Victoria
who lived for 15 years in Scotland,
said her involvement with music has
followed her throughout her life.
“Apparently I was born singing —
that is the legend of the Bertz family,”
she said.
Her singing lessons began at the
Victoria Conservatory of Music at age
three and progressed to proper vocal
training at 14.
During her high school years she
belonged to every school choir, her
church choir and an opera company.
Bertz studied musicology at the
University of Victoria because her
stage fright made a performancebased degree unappealing. She continued at Cambridge University
in England, where
she belonged to a
chapel choir, then
as part of an early
music consort in
Inverness singing
baroque opera
and Renaissance
Scottish opera,
and finally on to
Aberdeen.
When Bertz
returned to Canada she immediately started taking
gigs with groups in Victoria and on
Salt Spring. Here on the island she
has been involved with Women of
Note and Bach on the Rock (where
she was a soloist at their recent concert).
A program that Bertz put together
for the December 2008 edition of
Music and Munch was so successful
the organizers asked her to book the
2009 date on the spot.
It has now become an annual tradition with the upcoming 2010 date
featuring a program of music written
for Bertz by her friends.
Winter’s Light is based on the
Music and Munch 2009 concert, for
which Bertz chose a program of early
music.
The CD includes instrumental and
vocal performances by local artists
Michael Aronoff, Jane Arny, Jean
Brouard, Sally John, Briony Penn,
Manya Sadouski and Lauren Stubbs,
as well as Victoria-based lutist Douglas Hemley. It was recorded by Daryl
Chonka at his Old Growth Studio in
Burgoyne Bay.
“I think early music appeals to
me because it is actually early folk
music,” said Bertz, who grew up in
a house where jazz, blues and folk
were played regularly.
For her musicology degree Bertz
researched the recycling of music
through time, including how early
tunes influence 20th-century music.

A melody with humble origins
such as plain chant used by monks
can grow and transform to become a
popular country dance and then work
its way into an orchestral arrangement hundreds of years later.
“That is something that really
excites me,” Bertz said, adding she
has participated in that tradition by
creating her own arrangements for
the songs on Winter’s Light.
The framework of winter festivals
has helped her discover a variety
of inspiring fare, including solemn

The framework of winter
festivals has helped her
discover a variety of
inspiring fare, including
solemn spirituals and lively
English folk songs.
spirituals and lively English folk
songs. The Gower Wassail is a Welsh
traditional sung to apple trees to
encourage them to produce more
fruit, while Lux Hodie is a medieval
French song celebrating The Feast
of the Ass — a riotous festival the
church cracked down on in the 15th
century.
A more serious
piece is the Chanukah prayer Barechu
by Salamone Rossi,
a 16th-century Italian Jewish violinist and composer.
The piece has only
recently returned to
the world through
manuscripts newly
discovered and
published.
Bertz said the
music “will appeal to people who are
sick of the Christmas elevator music;
who are not into Christmas commercialism; [and] to anyone who is looking for a really special present for
anyone who is into classical, folk and
early music.”
The CD is available at ArtSpring and
Acoustic Planet and through Bertz.
Download options are also being set
up, but Bertz recommends getting
the hard copy for the extensive liner
notes, in which she explains music
and lyrics that will be obscure to most
of the general public.
The CD launch party, set for 3 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 5 at ArtSpring, will
include a performance by Bertz,
munchies and a seasonally appropriate giant, non-alcoholic wassail bowl.
Although the event is a chance to
hear some music and buy CDs, Bertz
said it is more about celebrating the
season with the community.
“ The tradition of wassailing
involves going around to your neighbours and wishing them good health,”
said Bertz, “and of course at this time
of year it’s very important everyone
has good health.”
The party is also Bertz’s way of
thanking the friends who helped
make the CD possible. Many people
contributed toward the production
cost by paying for pre-ordered copies, while local philanthropist and
musician John Lefebvre contributed
a significant donation.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

THREE ELVES A’LEAPING: From left,
Joanne Lufsenburg, Owen Twaites and Rachel
Allard help out as Santa visits kids at Mahon Hall in
the annual photo-taking event sponsored by the
Driftwood and the Community Arts Council.

CUSTOM WORK from
Over 20 Years Experience:
• Carpentry
• Cabinetry
• Timber Framing
RODNEY CHALLBORN
Journeyman Carpenter

CC

hallborn
onstruction
arpentry
abinetry

TIERNEY’S
WHOLESALE LTD.

“PAPER & PACKAGING
PRODUCTS”
Supplying your business
needs for: bakery, café,
cleaning, food service, grocery,
hotel, institutional, retail,
restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print &
biodegradable products.
www.tierneyswholesale.com

Locally owned & operated
250-715-5597

email: rodchallborn@shaw.ca

250-538-0111

imaginary landscapes
the market place café is very pleased to announce the upcoming exhibition
of acclaimed vancouver painter andrew gibbs.
andrew is highly regarded in the industry as a painters’ painter. his newest
works are neither specifically imagistic nor abstract, but hover between
the two, inviting the viewer to enter the marks within the frame of reference
and travel throughout the paintings on a journey of discovery.
opening reception: friday, december 3rd, 5-8 pm
show: december 3rd to january 30th
103 – 149 fulford-ganges road
www.marketplacecafe.ca
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People&
Community

Free Laughs at ArtSpring
with ARTHUR BLACK
Fri. Dec. 3 @ 7 p.m.
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Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

ISLAND PATHWAYS

‘Time has come’ for
cycling infrastructure
Pathways proponents
celebrate healthy future
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D S TA F F

Nearly 100 people were at Fulford
Hall on Saturday afternoon to celebrate Island Pathways’ past, present
and future.
“Our time has come,” said Brenda
Guiled, one of the group’s longtime
volunteers. “The excitement is picking up.”
Considering discussions at Saturday’s annual general meeting, the
group’s membership anticipates a
busy year ahead as work on the North
Ganges Transportation Management
Plan begins in earnest.
Guiled said creation of the Salt
Spring Transportation Commission
by former Capital Regional District
director Gary Holman, along with
current CRD director Garth Hendren’s pledge of $550,000 to the plan,
mean work on bicycle lanes throughout the upper village area may begin
within the year.
“The next level is really the politicians,” Guiled said. “This is the part
where grassroots people like us hand
stuff to them, cheer them on and see
what happens.”
Island Pathways has received gen-

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WINTER FARE:
Lloyd Berntsen and
Lise Poitras sell pillows
created from recycled
denim at last weekend’s
Winterfaire held at Salt
Spring United Church.

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women’s Outreach
Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

erous contributions from the Salt
Spring Foundation and the Victoria
Foundation to complete the project.
Though progress has been made,
much work remains before completion of a bicycle lane that links Fulford Harbour to Vesuvius Bay can be
completed.
“It’s going to be controversial
whether we want to put millions
into making the dr iving lanes
much nicer and faster for automobile traffic, or if we want to
take nearly all of that money and
finally put it into the bicycle lanes
that the major ity of islanders
have been asking for for decades,”
Guiled said.
Thanks to financial help from
Mainroad South Island Contracting
Ltd., Island Pathways has announced
the release of 1,000 new “Share the
Road” brochures.
The document will be distributed
throughout the community as a way
to educate motorists and cyclists
about road safety.
More information about the brochure, the North Ganges Transportation Management Plan, the Island
Pathways group and a synopsis of
its 25-year campaign to construct
bike lanes on the island is available online at www.islandpathways.ca.

ETHICAL GIVING

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Alternative Gift Market lets Christmas generosity flow

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

Worldwide charitable
groups beneﬁt from the
season

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

Islanders wanting to give meaningful gifts that don’t become clutter
at the back of the closet are invited
to make a purchase at the Alternative Gift Market on Saturday, Dec.
11.
The market is organized by students in the Salt Spring Centre

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website

www.iwav.org
Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

School’s Grade 4-5 leadership class
as part of the school’s Winterfest
event held at Salt Spring Centre
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Attendees can browse through
display booths featuring one-of-akind gifts that help those in need
around the world.
This year there is once again a
wide variety of charities to choose
from — everything from providing solar cookers to creating clean
drinking water in Africa to providing
a “grannie” to give physical affection

and attention to orphans in China.
For only $4, people can provide
three chicks for a rural family in
Thailand and Myanmar.
Each donation comes with a
greeting card to send to loved ones,
with a short description of the charity tucked inside.
“Instead of spending $200 on
an X-Box, you could be giving the
money to someone in need,” said
Grade 5 student Laura Martens.
Grade 4 student Masyati Moore
likes the Alternative Gift Market

because “it gives a present to someone and helps other people.”
Grade 5 student Alexandra Matthews likes hosting the market
because “it’s a fun and easy way to
raise money for charities.”
Last year’s market raised more
than $3,000.
There is no charge to enjoy the
festive atmosphere of Winterfest,
where there will be food, music,
entertainment and crafts for kids,
in addition to the Alternative Gift
Market.

“Vocalise” Host: Rasma Bertz

SAVE
BIG!

Wednesdays 6:30pm - 8pm

Choral and vocal music
of all centuries,
presented by local singer
and musicologist
Rasma Bertz and
sponsored by Sotheby's
International Canada

SAVE 60% off
UP
TO

EXISTING HEATING COSTS
Receive up to $1,400 in Gov’t Rebates!
Ask about our fall promotions.
• On staff Engineers • Gov’t Certiﬁed Technicians • Air Quality Monitoring

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
FOR OVER 80 YEARS friends have been telling friends
about our Reliable team you can trust.

Call anytime, 24 HOURS A DAY

www.westisle.ca • 250-746-9600
We’re not comfortable until you are!

CFSI 107.9 FM
Salt Spring Radio

Listen online at www.cfsi-fm.com
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
INTERNATIONAL AID

Time among the Warriors —
reflections on World AIDS Day
On-theground report
from where a
diﬀerence is
being made

Light Up Your Holiday
We hang Christmas Lights,
Decorations & Accessories
• High Quality, Safe Products
• Professional Installation

Joe 250-538-8131

«iÌi
Complete

EPA
Automotive
Repairs
!UTO

BY ANDREA
PALFRAMAN
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• Hydraulic hoses UUÊÞ`À>ÕVÊ
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• Hydraulic hoses UUÊÞ`À>ÕVÊ
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• Four wheel drive
service
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• Four wheel drive
service
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shocks and struts
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shocks and struts
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• Fuel injection • Tires
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S P E C I A L TO T H E D R I F T WO O D

Our blue pick-up
truck slows to a crawl.
Ro a d s i d e g r a n n i e s
dressed in colourful
sarongs wave as we
pass, buckets of water
balanced white on the
tip of their heads.
I’m visiting the village of Tiping, in the
mountains of Lesotho,
southern Africa. With
me are four HIV positive women, known as
the Warriors. They sing
softly as we jostle down
the savagely furrowed
road. When the road
deteriorates into foot
deep potholes, washed
out by a stream, we hop
out and walk. We’ve
reached the end of the
road, and the frontline
of the African AIDS
pandemic.
*****
All over Africa, grassroots health workers
like the Warriors are
beginning to turn the
tide on HIV and AIDS.
In remote mountain
villages like the one
we’re visiting today, the
Warriors have selected
and trained dozens
of people to care for
people with AIDS.
In each village, caregivers are paired up
with three HIV patients,
along with a household
of orphans living alone.
The caregivers check in
on their charges twice
a day, bringing parcels
of food, supplied by the
Warriors, to the needy.
They also help patients
who are on anti-retroviral treatment keep
track of their medications and take their
pills on time.
The Warriors have
come a long way from
where they started,
when one in three people were infected and
parents were dying of
the disease that hardly
dared be whispered
about.
In 2004, anti-retroviral drugs became available to AIDS patients in
Lesotho, thanks to an
international coalition
of funders known as
the Global Fund.
But in spite of the
availability of treatment, the shame surrounding AIDS prevented people from
plucking up the courage to find out if they
were infected.
Luckily, the Warriors
were part of a community organization
known as Phelisanong,

PHOTO BY GARY MCNUTT

Community health
workers at a meeting
in the village of Tiping,
Lesotho.
whose visionary leader,
Mamello Lehlotha, had
spent her whole life
smashing stigma.
Disabled since childhood, Mamello began
building a home for
c h i l d re n w i t h s p e cial needs in 2001. By
shining love and light
upon abandoned children, she was able to
show her community
how much these kids
had to offer. In 2004,
she decided to cast that
light on people living
with HIV.
The Warriors were
among the first wave
of people to be tested
in Lesotho. Rather than
hide their diagnoses,
the Warriors, encouraged by Mamello, travelled from village to
village, disclosing their
status and encouraging
others to get tested, get
treated and embrace a
positive life.
Hearing from these
women, upstanding
members of their community — wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters — convinced people that there was no
shame in having HIV.
Seeing them, living
examples of the lifechanging effect of antiretrovirals (what doctors call “The Lazarus
Effect”), was proof that
the disease could be
overcome.
*****
Today in Tiping is
a chance to follow up
with what is now an
outreach program run
by the Warriors that
serves 10,000 people,
1,800 of them on HIV
treatment.
Ou r f i r s t v i s i t i s
with a family of three
orphans. We remove
our shoes and enter the
windowless house. As
my eyes adjust, a sliver
of light from the doorway begins to outline
shapes against the
walls. I make out the
children’s few possessions: pot, three plates,
cup and huddle of
folded blankets. This
eight-foot-round hut is
all they have — save for

the fierce light behind
their eyes, that look up
at me now like a row of
fireflies in the dark.
The Warriors have
trained a village woman
to come every day, to
makes sure the middle
child, a boy, takes his
regime of HIV medications properly. Without
her scrupulous intervention, he never would
have been tested, and
surely would not now
be a robust 11 year old,
itching to get away to
play on the village soccer pitch. Thanks to
donations from a Canadian charity, Glasswaters, the children
receive food parcels
three times a week, and
attend school at the
nearby English Medium Primary School.
*****
Our next stop is a
home of relative wealth,
a sturdy, brick construction whose two windows let in the morning
light. Row upon row of
canned peaches stand
on bright shelves. It’s a
relief to sit at a table, in
chairs, in a house full of
colour and light. Abundance is possible.
The homeowner is
one of the Warriors’
main supporters in
this village. Picture
this expansive mother,
in her white apron,
proudly taking on caring for orphans and
people living with HIV
as part of her traditional role in the village.
This is the kind of sensible approach to AIDS
that works: grandma
in her kitchen with her
peaches and her ARVs,
keeping the village alive
and well.
*****
Canada recently
announced it would
increase its funding to
the Global Fund to $520
million over the next
three years. The money
will go to shore up primary health facilities,
keeping them stocked
with medications and
staff. When it comes to
reaching those most in
need, though, funders

are reliant on Warriors
to deliver.
Si t t i n g h e re a n d
looking around at the
faces collected here,
I can’t help thinking
that if even a fraction
of the billions of aid
funds were channelled
through people like the
Warriors, things would
change very quickly.
People who face AIDS
daily address it with an
urgency and an imagination rarely seen in the
top-down worlds where
development budgets
are drawn up. There is
not much spilled when
you are carrying water
uphill.
*****
On the way home,
the Warriors sing and
laugh and gossip merrily, passing around a
jar of peaches. Each of
these women has been
confronted, through
HIV/AIDS, with her
own frailty.
Each of them has
claimed, through her
recovery, the power
that comes from roari n g b a c k f ro m t h e
brink. The Warriors’
gratitude for every day
is expressed in how
they care for others,
door-to-door and dayto-day. In this practical
work, they are the most
fervent of humanitarians.
Here, in the back
of this pick-up truck,
voices harmonizing
on the wind, they sing
because today they
managed to ease the
burden of some fellow beings. Today, the
magnitude of their
everyday courage has
been acknowledged in
the simple gift of a jar
of peaches, and that is
enough — enough to
allow them to carry on.
Andrea Palframan
is a Salt Spring-based
writer who spends a
portion of each year
in Lesotho. Direct tax
deductible contributions to the Warriors
program can be made
at www.glasswatersafrica.ca.
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DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD
Give Ballard Petroleum a call for your Home Heating needs. No
contracts or ﬁne print, just honest courteous service. Remember,
you don’t have to wake up cold. Give us a call for Heating
Fuel, Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry lube oils, fuel tanks &
pumps

1-877-715-1019

KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Thank You

Th k to all who made
Thanks
“Santa’s on Salt Spring” such a success!
Santa Claus
Salt Spring Air
Salt Spring Island
Fire Department
Mouat’s
Apple Photo

Thrifty Foods
Ganges Pharmasave
Island Star Video
Amy Geddes
and all the Volunteers!

Santa Photos may be picked up
at the Driftwood Ofﬁce

salt spring arts council
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et noticed board

The new free place to list your ﬁtness class or regular group activities of any kind.

Send your submissions to news@gulﬁslands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood ofﬁce.
Published in the ﬁrst Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.
WEDNESDAY

every WEDNESDAY

every FRIDAY

every SUNDAY

STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on
the second and fourth Wednesday of September
(and the first and third Wednesday of subsequent
months) at the SSI Baptist Church (rear door), 7 to
9 p.m. New members welcome. 7 to 9 p.m. Info:
stitchdimension@gmail.com
GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last
Wednesday of each month for discussion and
sharing at the Mormon Church. 7 p.m. Info:
claudia2@shaw.ca.

caring for individuals with Alzheimers and others.
Every Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379
Lower Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret
Monro, 250-537-5004.
SMARTSOMATICS CLASSES are exercises which
help restore comfort and control of muscles,
reduce pain. Individuals without pain find
them meditative and relaxing and help also to
improve sleep breathing and balance. Sports
enthusiasts have found greater control over their
muscle movements which has improved their
athletic performance. At North End Fitness, 3
to 4 p.m. Info: 250-537-2056; smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca

ROLLERBLADING at Fulford Hall for all ages. 7:30
to 9 p.m. (Except for Dec. 3)
SUNRISE YOGA with Jenny at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.
YOGA LEVEL 2 with Celeste at Ganges Yoga
Studio, 9 to 10:30 a.m.
RESTORATIVE YOGA with Jenny at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 5 to 6 p.m.
PUMP PRIMERS co-ed heart health fitness class.
All Saints By-the Sea. 7:45 to 8:45 a.m.
HOT YOGA with DebFit. North End Fitness, 9:15
to 10:15 a.m. $12 drop-in or $120 for 11-class
punchcard. www.debfit.com
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music. Ganges Yoga
Studio. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
FITNESS FOR THE FUN OF IT (formerly
Bodyball). All Saints. 9 to 10:15 a.m. See
Wednesday listing for more info.
RUGG HUGGERS Baby and Parent Drop-In group.
Family Place, 120 Park Drive. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Info: 250-537-9176; familyplace@ssics.ca
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH MOVEMENT
CLASS at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Road.
$12 drop in or $100/10 classes. 10 to 11 a.m.
Info: Anna Haltrecht at 250-537-5681 or anna@
bonesforever.com
TANGO PRACTICA at the Core Inn, third floor. 8 to
10 p.m. Info: Keith, 250-537-1544.

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
HOT YOGA with DebFit. North End Fitness, 1 to 2
p.m. $12 drop-in or $120 for 11-class punchcard.
www.debfit.com

every WEDNESDAY
PUMP PRIMERS co-ed heart health fitness class.
All Saints By-the Sea. 7:45 to 8:45 a.m.
VIPASSANA MEDITATION with Heather Martin
at The Gatehouse, Stowell Lake Farm, 7:30 to
9 p.m. Newcomers welcome. No experience
necessary.
FITNESS FOR THE FUN OF IT (formerly
Bodyball). If you are wanting to receive benefits
from a low-impact aerobic exercise program, and
interact with dynamic, energetic women, please
join us at All Saints from 9 to 10:15. For more info
contact Minzie Anderson 250-537-4004.
CONTEMPORARY DANCE CLASS with Robbyn
Scott and Anna Haltrecht. 5 to 6:30 p.m. Call 250537-5681 for studio location and more info.
FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE is open at the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 221 Vesuvius
Bay Rd. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.
Info: 250-537-9573.
MEDICAL QIGONG with Naomi Jason at Still
Point Studio (behind the Harbour House). 9:30
to 11 a.m. $12 drop-in. Call 250-653-9498 for
more info.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at
The Gatehouse, Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
and a Slow Flow class (for tired bodies) at the Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga, 4:45 to 6 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints church. 6:30 to 8 p.m.
PILATES CLASSES with Diana Bell at 210 Cedar
Lane. All levels class at 11 a.m. More info: 250537-5965. $10 drop-in. Bring your own mat.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m.
Call 250-537-2258 for details. Newcomers always
welcome.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people

THURSDAY
BINGO at Meaden Hall on the first and third
Thursday of each month at Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.

every THURSDAY
FREE RUN CLUB with DebFit at Portlock Park,
4:45 to 5:15 p.m. www.debfit.com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets
every Thursday at Central Community Hall at 7:30
p.m. A social, mental and physical work-out. For
information, contact Marilynne Cunningham at
250-537-5356.
KINDERGYM runs every Monday and Thursday
(except on school holidays) for kids aged 0 to 4
and their parents. Community Gospel Chapel. 9:30
to 11 a.m. $2 per family. Coffee & tea supplied.
FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE is open at the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 221 Vesuvius
Bay Rd. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-5379573.
SALT SPRING BADMINTON CLUB. GISS gym
from 8 to 10 p.m. For teens and adults. Bring own
racquet and non-marking gym shoes. $3 drop-in.
SMARTSOMATICS CLASSES. See Wednesday
listing. North End Fitness, 3 to 4 p.m.
FIT FOR LIFE CLASSES with Betty-Lou Lake.
All Saints lower hall. 8:45 to 10:15 a.m. Focus
on balance, strength, flexibility. Target group is
boomers and up. Info: bllake@telus.net; 250-5371638.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 9 to 10:30 a.m. and
4:30 to 6 p.m.

every SATURDAY
PILATES CLASSES with Diana Bell at 210 Cedar
Lane. All levels class at 9:30 a.m. More info: 250537-5965. $10 drop-in. Bring your own mat.
HARDCORE BODY BLAST with Lola at Ganges
Yoga Studio. 9 to 10 a.m.
FLOW YOGA with Kristen at Ganges Yoga Studio.
10:30 a.m. to noon.
DAD ‘N’ ME Pancake Breakfast for kids and their
dads at Family Place, 120 Park Drive. 8:30 to 10:30
a.m. Info: 250-537-9176; familyplace@ssics.ca

every SUNDAY
SALT SPRING BADMINTON CLUB. GISS gym
from 7 to 9 p.m. For teens and adults. Bring own
racquet and non-marking gym shoes. $3 drop-in.
KARMA KLASS yoga at Ganges Yoga Studio.

MONDAY
SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT trustees meeting runs on the third
Monday of each month at Ganges fire hall, 7: 30 p.m.
SALT SPRING PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION meets on the fourth Monday of
each month in the Portlock Park Portable, 7 p.m.
— although actual meeting dates are subject to
change. Info: PARC, 250-537-4448.

every MONDAY
FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall. 7 p.m. Drop-in $5.
(Except Dec. 13 and other SS Folk Club nights)
FITNESS FOR THE FUN OF IT (formerly
Bodyball). All Saints. 9 to 10:15 a.m. See
Wednesday listing for more info.
LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn
(third floor). 1 to 3:30 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell,
250-537-1121. Drop-ins welcome.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at
12:45 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace Catholic church,
135 Drake Road. Info: George Laundry at 250-6539095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
PLAY READING GROUP meets every Monday
at Salt Spring Seniors Services Centre. 10 a.m. to
12 noon.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for
the everyday body to classical music. Ganges Yoga
Studio. 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
PILATES CLASSES with Diana Bell at 210 Cedar
Lane. A gentle stretch-based class suitable for
beginners. 2 p.m. More info: 250-537-5965. $10
drop-in. Bring your own mat.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.
PUMP PRIMERS co-ed heart health fitness class.
All Saints By-the Sea. 7:45 to 8:45 a.m.
TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets
Mondays at the Harbour House Hotel, Crofton

every MONDAY
Room. 7 p.m. Members of the public welcome.
KINDERGYM — See Thursday listing.
BONES FOR LIFE CLASS at Cats Pajamas Studio
(104 Langs Road). $12 drop in or $100 for 10
classes. 4-5:15 p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht at 250537-5681 or anna@bonesforever.com
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS
meet every Monday at All Saints Church
hall. Basic class 6 to 7 p.m.; mixed class 7 to 8
p.m.; intermediate class 8 to 9 p.m. No previous
experience required. For info, contact Mary
Davidson, 250-653-4357.

every TUESDAY
MEDICAL QIGONG with Naomi Jason at the
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 9:30 to 11 a.m.
$12 drop-in. Call 250-653-9498 for more info.
ADULT BALLET/MOVEMENT CLASS at Antler
Ridge with Naomi Jason. $15 drop-in. Call 250653-9498 for info and rideshare.
FIT FOR LIFE CLASSES with Betty-Lou Lake. All
Saints lower hall. 8:45 to 10:15 a.m. Focus on
balance, strength, flexibility. Target group is boomers
and up. Info: bllake@telus.net; 250-537-1638.
HOT YOGA with DebFit. North End Fitness, 8 to 9
a.m. $12 drop-in or $120 for 11-class punchcard.
www.debfit.com
SYNERGYFIT STRENGTH AND BALANCE class at
Beaver Point Hall. A low-impact class designed to
increase your heart rate and over-all strength and
balance using props such as tubing, medicine balls
and stability balls. Pilates-based moves on the
ball will be integrated throughout the class. 8:30
to 9:30 a.m. 10 sessions for $100 or $12 drop-in.
Info: 250-653-4656, trisha@synergyfit.ca
TAOIST TAI CHI - Weekly class at All Saints
church. 10:30 a.m. to noon.
KUNDALINI MOVING MEDITATION from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. and ECKHART TOLLE PRACTISING
PRESENCE from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Info: Amrita,
250-537-2799.
PILATES CLASSES with Diana Bell at 210 Cedar
Lane. An energetic class suitable for the fit client.
5:30 p.m. More info: 250-537-5965. $10 drop-in.
Bring your own mat.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 7 to 8:30 p.m.

The snow has arrived...and so have the 2011 Foresters!
Starting at

27,520

$

includes freight and PDI

SAUNDERS SUBARU

1-888-849-3091 • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

Celebrating 30 years
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032
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GRANITE
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Menorah lighting ..
and celebration set
Chanukah event at Centennial Park

Call 1-888-934-2681
SealTech Specialties
Ladysmith, B.C.

Salt Spring is among five regional communities
to participate in spreading the light of Chanukah
with a public menorah lighting on Monday, Dec. 6.
The Festival of Lights sees the official lighting
ceremony of the eight-foot-tall menorah and
everyone enjoying the sounds of Chanukah music,
sufganiyot (Israeli jelly donuts), as well as dreidels
and chocolate gelt.
It will take place on the sixth night of Chanukah
at Centennial Park at 7 p.m., with electoral area
director Garth Hendren presiding.
The event is also at the provincial Legislature,
Victoria City Hall, Nanaimo, Duncan, Courtenay
and Campbell River.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

THRIFTY
SHOPPING: Braiden
Crouse is one of many
shoppers who found
treasures at the Lady
Minto Thrift Shop’s
Christmas Sale, held
Sunday afternoon.

Professional
cleaning & sealing
Kitchens from $99

Stay
Connected
be part of the
Driftwood’s online
community.
Sign up for breaking news, a
weekly news digest E-dition,
Facebook community updates, and
short, timely messages via Twitter.

gulfislands.net
/signup.html

Christmas Light-Up
Searching for ‘whole-ossity’ Decorating Contest

on the road to better health
Healing can occur on
many levels
As healing is a process, how
could I have possibly conveyed
all its complexities in one brief
article, called Misadventures
in Healing, in the Driftwood’s
recent Health and Wellness
insert? The question, of course,
is rhetorical. I couldn’t.
Therefore, the Driftwood’s
most astute publisher and wise
editor (after sufficient shameless pleading and flattery on my
part) have kindly engaged me
to compose a monthly article,
delving deeper into the abstruse
world of healing and healers.
Since the beginning of time,
people have explored healing,
because since the beginning
of time, people have been sick,
injured or just a little depressed
in the morning when they wake
up. Think back to Adam, the first
man. He had to give up a rib to
make Eve. Now, that must have
hurt. You think he didn’t go to
the bathroom cabinet looking
for Traumeel cream?
Think of Isaac Newton discovering gravity. You think getting
whacked on the head by that
apple didn’t indirectly inspire
the discovery of Advil? Think of
the Three Stooges, not for any

Stewart
Katz

MISADVENTURESINHEALING

Most Creative
First Place:
Second Place:
Honorable Mention:

Best Use of Lights
First Place:
Second Place:
Honorable Mention:

First Place:
Second Place:
Honorable Mention:

Love My Kitchen
Salt Spring Firehall
Mouat's Clothing

People's Choice:

Love My Kitchen

Thanks to all who entered and cast votes.

Driftwood
GULF ISLANDS

Y O U R

GREAT WEBSITES

FOR YOUR SMALL BUSINESS

Wayne Wrigley
250-537-2006
146 Oakspring Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S8

Call us for FREE consultation

One Time or Regular
Move Ins - Move Outs
Special Cleaning Projects
Gift Certiﬁcates Available

250-931-1008 • 250-221-0785
Restoring Your Home To Harmony!

250 653 9232

Blue Velvet
Upholstering

moonnyy Housecleaning
Harm

DRAPERY, HEADBOARDS,
UPHOLSTERY & MORE!

250-537-4369

Salt Spring Firehall
Acoustic Planet
Waterfront Gallery

Best Overall

Stewart Katz is a registered
massage therapist, author, playwright, comedian and actor.

Resid
dential &
Commerical
ica Filling
Tank Sales
& Rentals

Rainbow Road Pool
Vesuvius Cafe
West of the Moon

#6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.

C O M M U N I T Y

N E W S P A P E R

S I N C E

1 9 6 0

• Geothermal Heat Pumps
• Air Source Heat Pumps
• Ductless Mini-Split

MARKETING&DESIGN

CONTACT
ERIN JORY
250-537-9933
FOR
ADVERTISING
SPACE

whole you. Part of you is missing. You need to find those
absent parts of yourself. Where
to look is the question. Behind
the fridge is the most obvious
place to start.
The goal for humanity then is
to attain wholeness, or “wholeossity,” as it is more obscurely
known. We must become “one,”
according to spiritual masters.
That means, basically, that I
must integrate all parts of myself
with all parts of all of you, and
you must integrate all parts of
you with all parts of everyone
else, until not only are you me,
and I you, and we we, but I am
whole, you are whole, we are
whole and the whole world is a
whole whole. (If that made sense
to you, congratulations, you are
now enlightened.)
My point is that if we want to
heal our planet, we’ve got to heal
ourselves first. As long as we are
inwardly polluted, the world will
outwardly reflect the smog of our
souls. So take out your emotional
compost, gather up your psychological recyclables and for god’s
sake, clean up the mess in your
garage. You’ll be surprised how
healed you’ll start to feel.

MORGANHART

Here’s
my
card...

particular reason other than it’s
kind of funny just to think of
them.
Most people equate healing
with physical recovery from
injury or illness. But it can occur
on many levels. It can actually
be more necessary emotionally,
psychologically, spiritually and
even sexually (according to Dr.
Ruth and Marvin Gaye).
What, then, does it mean to
“heal?” And is it mere coincidence that “heal” is a four-letter
word?
The dictionary defines healing as “to make healthy, whole,
or sound.” This implies that to
be unhealthy is to be less than
whole. Now assuming that no
one, except my mother, is perfect, I am loathe to inform you,
dear readers, that you are not
whole. When you look in the
mirror, what you see is not the

WINNERS

$5, $10 & $15
CHRISTMAS GIFTS
$2 STOCKING STUFFERS
Call to order

Salt Spring Island, BC 250-930-4997

www.marykay.ca/bakerman

BRENDA
AKERMAN

Independent
Beauty Consultant
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Alien plant
invaders:
holly and ivy

Island group takes aim at
threatening plants
BY JEAN WILKINSON
D R I F T WO O D CO N T R I B U TO R

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

EAGLE EYES: A pair of eagles watches the
goings-on in Ganges from a snowy perch in Grace
Point Square.

English holly and English ivy are often used in
traditional Christmas decorations and wreaths, but
both plants are very aggressive invaders in North
America.
They seriously threaten our native forests by
overwhelming indigenous vegetation. This
month’s article focuses
on English holly and
next month’s will be
about English ivy.
By removing holly
from the local environment you will reduce
its spread and impact
on native species.
Since it is the holiday
season, why not cut some boughs of holly to “deck
the halls?”
If you don’t have a holly tree on your property,
perhaps your neighbour will share or you can find
some along road allowances.
Just be careful that you don’t spread the seeds. The
berries are toxic to humans, so keep them out of reach
of young children. Later, when you’re finished with the
decorations, place the berries (which contain seeds) in
a plastic bag and dispose of them in the garbage.
Please don’t purchase or plant English holly and
consider replacing any you may already have with
non-invasive alternatives.

Since it is the

holiday season,

why not cut some

boughs of holly to

“deck the halls?”

For every $250 spent at
Mouat’s Home Hardware
receive a $30
Mouat’s
Gift Card

ENGLISH HOLLY —
QUICK FACTS ABOUT
A HORTICULTURAL BULLY

MOUA
T’S

THREE FLOORS
OF

ENDLESS
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GIFT

IDEAS
MOUAT’S

SHOP
7 DAYS

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

A WEEK

OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 24

Excludes Merit Kitchen Purchases.

Identification: Ilex aquifolium — dark
evergreen, leathery, alternate, prickly
leaves, female plants can produce red
berries. Grows seven to 10-m tall, with
smooth grey bark. Caution: can be confused with native Oregon grape (which
has opposite leaflets) or non-invasive hollies. If unsure, take a branch to a nursery
to confirm species.
Impacts — Grows quickly and casts
deep shade, depriving native plants of
light, nutrients and water.
Found — In deciduous, coniferous and
mixed forests, along edges of wetlands
and near residential areas.
Spreads — Via seeds in the berries
(which birds distribute widely), by suckering and by layering.
Control — Pull or dig up small plants
when soil is moist. Cut larger plants at the
base, below the root crown, and monitor roots and surrounding area for resprouting. Keep cutting back until the
plant dies.
Disposal — Put berries into garbage.
Stems and leaves can be piled to rot, but
watch for re-sprouting and layering.
Alternatives — tall Oregon grape, red
elderberry, strawberry tree, hairy manzanita, skimmia, Pacific waxmyrtle, toyon,
berberis x gladwynensis, pyracantha
“mohave” and “victory,” non-invasive hollies: San Jose holly (Ilex x aquipernyi, with
sterile red berries), meserve hybrid hollies, American holly (I. opoca), perny holly
(I. pernyi), Chinese holly (I. cornuta),
holly-leaf osmanthus.
More Info: Salt Spring Island Conservancy Stewardship Committee, 250-5374877; Coastal Invasive Plant Committee,
www.coastalinvasiveplants.com; Invasive
Plant Council of B.C., www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca.
Alien Plant Invaders is a series of articles on
how to identify and manage some some common invasive species on Salt Spring. The writer is
a member of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy’s
Stewardship Committee.

