..,..._,.&.""""-'o L~

' ,"<W

v-v-vu.~r.L~L'~

W W .L L"'-'.1.

Planner

SEE PAGES 87-13
'•

GISS thespians do it again

INSIDE

SEE PAGE81

Historical photos
Salt Spring as
wedd1ng destination
Accommodation hs~ngs
Wedding photography showcase

S.S.I. HISTORICAL ARCHIVES
129 MCPHILLIPS AVE.
SALT SPRING ISLAND BC V8K 2T6
C,Comp

weanesaay, February 20,2008- YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 48TH YEAR- ISSUE 8

$1~?a

COMMUNITY EVENTS

FIRE DISTRICT

GISS opens doors to positive change

Trustees
ponder
new fire
hall site

Students spark first
Environmental Action Day
BY AMY GEDDES
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

While it's n o challenge at all to wrap their
arms around a globe in the library, to wrap
their heads around the real world, Gulf Islands
Secondary students are calling in outside reinforcements.
On Thursday, Feb. 28- Environmental Actio'n
Day- students and members of the public will
join forces at the high school, garnering inspiration from a heaping list of qualified speakers
and participating in over 20 workshops geared
towards positive action.
"Time is of the essence," said Kelsey Mech,
one of the students coordinating the event. She
says it is crucial that substantial changes are
made and initiatives undertaken to save our
planet now, and that linking students and the
community together is necessary to accomplish
their goal.
The five event coordinators- three students,
a science teacher and a super-mom- managed
to enlist a wealth of regional and local speakers
who will offer their expertise on a diverse range
of environmental topics.
Speakers include activist and youth motivator Simon Jackson from the Spirit Bear Youth
Coalition, and Andrew Weaver, renowned UVic
earth and ocean sciences professor and Canada
research chair in climate modelling and analysis.
ACTION DAY continued on A2

CRD NOISE BYLAW

District initiates site
assessment
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES

Environmental Action Day's 'Core 5' embrace the planet to promote a Feb. 28 event at GISS. From left
are Michelle Mech, Elizabeth Woods, Kelsey Mech, Ryder Bergerud and Dave Astill.

Court silences Garner Road roosters
Owner bids farewell to island
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DR I FT WOO D STAFF

A Salt Spring hobby farmer is calling it quits on
the island after a provincial court judge ordered
her to remove her prize-winning flock of bantam
roosters from her Garner Road property by Sept.
l.

"Fighting this bylaw has been like spitting up
wind," said Elizabeth Cooper. "I think the farmers here have a lot to worry about. Next thing you
know it will be the smell."
During a Feb. 12 court hearing in Victoria,
Cooper agreed to pay a $100 fine and remove
several roosters from her five-acre property.
Cooper and her lawyer agreed to the conditions when it became evident fighting the bylaw

+

could end up costing thousands of dollars in
legal fees, money neither Cooper nor her wheelchair-bound husband have to spare.
"We want to leave this place for an area that
really embraces agriculture," she said. "We're
leaving ASAP and have nothing good to say
about the Capital Regional District (CRD) or its
bylaws."
Cooper, who has lived on the island for 20
years, said prospective buyers should educate
themselves on what activities can and cannot
be done on a property before they move to the
island.
"It seems like we are totally obsessed with
silence, but the only time to have perfect silence
is when you're dead," she said. "Pretty soon
you're going to have an old age home here."
Cooper called the noise bylaws "unfair, rigid

• Thrifty Foods
• Home Hardware
• Fields • Ganges Pharmasave
• Ganges Village Market
• Bosley's
• Uncle Albert's
•Rona

and punitive" because acceptable noise levels
are based on a neighbour's tolerance rather than
objective noise levels.
"Pretty soon 'rural' will just be another street
name," she added.
According to the CRD, Cooper did not qualify
for an agricultural exemption because her prizewinning show birds were not raised for meat or
eggs.
"It's not a victory for us. What happened here is
unfortunate, but you have to look at it from both
sides," said Wolfg_ang Brunnwieser, the CRD's
Salt Spring Island bylaw enforcement officer.
"Some people find squawking birds offensive."
Attempts to limit the roosters' noise levels by
insulating their barn and blacking out windows
last summer did not succeed.
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Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District trustees voted
unanimously in favour of a
conditional agreement to purchase land for a new fire hall
during their monthly meeting
Monday evening.
Trustees said the proposed
site at 300 Upper Ganges Road
came to their attention via realtor Ken Akerman who knew
the department was searching
for property.
"The purchase agreement
in the amount of $540,000 is
substantially lower than a previous offering of $1.1 million
last year on the bowling alley
at Kings Lane," said fire district
chair Michael Schubart.
The 1.5-hectare (3.4-acre)
site is located at the north-east
corner of Long Harbour and
Upper Ganges roads. A title
search on the property conducted Thesday morning lists
Kerrie and Fenton Loyola as
the lot's registered owners. The
property's 2008 assessed value
is listed at $440,000.
Fire trustees said they will
need to work with a consultant
to determine if the fire department's plans would be impacted by aBC Hydro right-of-way
running across the property.
"All that will be taken care of
within a month's time," Schubart said.
The proposed site is not
among those on a list of three
potential properties indicated
in the department's 10-year
plan, but does satisfy a number of conditions listed by the
department.
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100 birds on the site. Some
begin making noise as early
as3 a.m.

"We have tried to work
with the owner," Brunnwieser said. "The buildings
are only effective if they are
being used."
Brunnwieser said the Garner Road case will help the
CRD set a standard to deal
with similar island disputes.
As more people move to
the island, he said, instances
of neighbours crowing over
noise is on the rise, he said.
Cooper's roosters made
news headlines in May 2006
after a neighbour submitted
a formal complaint to the
CRD.
"This is like a person sitting next to a train running
down a track seven days a
week," Lucille Lamarche told
the Driftwood at the time.
At one point, she said,
Cooper had upwards of

"Some people find
squawking birds
offensive:'
W. BRUNNWIESER
CRDbylaw

enforcement officer

After hearing news of last
week's decision, Lamarche
said she breathed a sigh of
relief, knowing that her quality of life will no longer be dictated by a flock of roosters.
"I was so ecstatic," she
said. 'Tm looking forward to
sleeping with the windows
open again."

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SPEAKERS' CORNER: lona Campagnolo.spoke at the
Save Salt Spring Rainforest Gala dinner, which raised $14,000
for the cause Saturday night (See story Page A4)

Proposed site half the cost of earlier plan
NEW SITE
continued from A1
"The property is not located in a
densely populated area, yet remains in
a central location," Schubart said. "It's
also half the cost of the other site."
The fire district has been investigating a new location for the Ganges fire
hall for almost two years. An insurance survey conducted in 2005 cited
replacement of the aging Ganges facil-

ity as one of the department's top priorities.
Schubart said efforts are underway
to consider incorporating room for the
BC Ambulance Service and the Emergency Operations Centre in the new
building.
"Plans for the property are still up in
the air," he said.
Any purchase of land and construction of a new hall is conditional on
ratepayers' agreement. Should trustees

deem the site appropriate, the district
will hold a referendum on the issue in
conjunction with fire trustee elections
set for April21, 2008.
"Pending public approval and all
necessary permits, site preparation
could .commence in the late spring or
early summer of 2008, with completion of the new hall towards the end of
2009," Schubart said.
The purchase agreement remains in
effect until the end of May.

Organizers hope event will result in positive action
ACTION DAY
continued from A1
With climate change a hot topic
across the country, Weaver has become
a coveted speaker at any event. When
asked how he managed to set aside the
time, he said, "I will do whatever I can
to accept invitations from students.
Today's students are tomorrow's leaders. And we need the leaders of tomorrow to be aware of the issues they will
have to face."
Offering a local perspective, a workshop by Patti and Brandon Bauer from
Blue Raven Farm will demonstrate how
permaculture can be a means to grow-

ing self-sustaining food, timber, medicine and energy.
Positive actions, like learning to grow
one's own food, is the intended result
of Environmental Action Day.
Dave Astill, the science teacher who
helped coordinate the event, said the
follow up is just as important as the
event.
"Hopefully," he said, "we will see this
event reflected in behaviour."
Astill makes it clear that Environmental Action Day is about finding
positive solutions as opposed to fixating on the negative.
"We can deliver doom and gloom
any day of the week," he said.
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Eleven local businesses and charity
organizations and three anonymous
donors contributed to the event. But
for the day to be a true success, said
Astill, students as well as others should
attend.
The planning team said real change
- that kind that is positive and takes
hold- happens when the community
works out solutions together.
A schedule of all workshops and
speakers is published on Page B5 of
this week's Driftwood.
For further information, visit www.
saltspringenergystrategy.org or contact
Michelle or Kelsey Mech at arclyd@
yahoo.ca or 537-8520.

For scheduled flight info call

1·800·447·3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

BERKSHIRE
'SECU9'f'tUt& tNC.

Martin J. Hoogerdyk, CFP
Investment AdVisor

Rocky Kinahan
Sales Assistant

537·1730

GRACE POINT SQUARE
mhoogerdyk@berkshire.ca

+

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

I WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2008 I A3

Heads up!
Special OCP Review Meeting

Wed., FEBRUARY 27
ArtSpring, 9-noon & 1-5 p.m.
WALKER'S HOOK

Shoreline tree removal called 'insult to neighbourhood'
Islands Trust bylaws violated by incident
BY AMY GEDDES
DRIFTWOOD STAF F

Walker's Hook area residents are upset after trees were
cleared from a public shoreline area by a private property
owner across the road.
According to Walker's Hook Road resident Donna Martin,
six trees were "limbed, topped and just plain butchered" in
an Islands Trust shoreline protection area and contrary to
development permit area guidelines.
Six trees - three greater than 20 em in diameter were cut along an ocean-facing slope on Feb. 9 by Rene
Widmer of 950 Walker's Hook Road, who worked with a
contractor to remove the trees across the road from his
property.
The Ministry of Transportation (MOT) verifies the slope
is an environmentally sensitive area that has a history of
instability and shoreline erosion.
The shoreline area is also designated a heritage and scenic
road segment, according to the official community plan.
Firs, arbutus, willow and a western yew were cut down,
and two firs were limbed, leaving only the top portion of the
branches intact about 20 feet up.
Prunings were also tossed over the slope and some were
burned on the beach.
Martin returned from out of town to find a patch of the
shoreline near her home stripped of vegetation.
"The latest ugly mess," she wrote in an e-mail to MOT
authorities, "... is an insult to the neighbourhood."
"I hope you agree," she wrote, "that it's time people
stopped butchering and cutting down trees on public land
and highway right of ways."
Islands Trust bylaw enforcement officer Miles Drew, and
Greg Galpin, area manager for the MOT, responded to Martin's plea by talking to Widmer at his home.
Galpin suspects the trees may be owned by the Ministry
of Forests but said he cannot confirm that at this time and
is awaiting confirmation from the ministry. Fines may be
imposed, he said.
Drew verified that cuts to the three trees over 20 em in
diameter violate a condition of the Islands Trust shoreline
development permit are·a regulations.
Galpin said Widmer "regrets removing the trees and was
apologetic."
Widmer chose to not comment on the matter to the Driftwood.
Whether the larger logs were sold is currently under
investigation, said Galpin.
Drew said that vegetation along Walker's Hook Road has
been removed on a routine basis and is "a very common
thing for view enhancement."

PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES

The new view from Walker's Hook Road after trees were cut and limbed.

Melanie Iverson, who shares the same view with Widmer,
does not believe her view of Trincomali Channel has been
improved by the tree removal.
"Where some people may think it has opened up," she
said, "I see is a gap now ... I prefer to have trees as part of the
view . .. it shouldn't be clear-cut and just barren."
The act was the culmination of what Walker's Hook Road
resident Sharon Bywater and Martin say has been an unsettling history of mistreatment.
Admitting that "no one likes to confront their neighbours,"
she also said "people in their silence give permission."

Bywater suggests Widmer offer a donation to the Save
Salt Spring Rainforest Appeal: "trees for trees," she said. And
Martin would like to see him replant the slope with native
trees.
Galpin advises anyone considering cutting down, limbing
or tampering with trees to check if the trees are within their
property boundary. A person wanting to disturb trees they
do not own must contact MOT staff at 250-952-4515, who
may either grant verbal or written permission, most likely
in cases where the trees pose a danger or if a footpath needs
to be cleared.

Pontiac was admitted to
Lady Minto Hospital with
leg injuries after the vehicle she was driving skidded
out of control and flipped
over while she attempted to
avoid an oncoming northbound vehicle.
The driver of the other
vehicle was not injured.
• Salt Spring RCMP ticketed a young Salt Spring
Island driver as he made his
way back to his vehicle with
a freshly baked pizza Thursday evening.
The driver will have to pay
$196 for failing to stop at the
scene of an accident after he
collided with another vehi-

Search and
rescue tax
authorized

News briefs
Police search
for ungrateful
customers

+

Salt Spring Island RCMP
are asking for the public's
assistance in locating two
women observed stealing
a tip jar from a Morningside Road coffee shop in
Fulford on Wednesday,
Feb. 13.
"One of the women
grabbed the tip jar and
took off," said Corp. Kerry
Howse.
Howse described one of
the suspects as a heavy-

set 26-year-old woman
approximately 160 centimetres tall.
He said the other
woman was the same
height but slightly heavier with medium-length
brown hair.
Police ·did not indicate
how much change was in the
jar at the time of the theft.
In other RCMP news:
• Salt Spring Island emergency crews were called to
the scene of a dramatic twovehicle accident near the
intersection of Stewart Road
and Saltair Lane Monday at
4:45p.m..
The driver of a green 1970

cle moments before he was
stopped.
The vehicles sustained
considerable damage.
• RCMP officers charged
a Salt Spring man with
impaired driving Saturday
at 12:30 a.m. after catching
him trying to evade a police
road block on Fulford-Ganges Road.
The driver is scheduled to
appear in Ganges provincial
court.
• Salt Spring RCMP remind
visitors to Centennial Park
that they will be enforcing a
zero-tolerance alcohol policy with the onset of warmer
weather.
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Salt Spring's volunteer
search and rescue society will receive annual
tax support beginning
next year, following
completion of a counter-petition process that
saw only three ratepayers object to the proposed tax.
Bylaw 3494 - the Salt
Spring Island Search and
Rescue Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2007

-was passed by the Capital Regional District (CRD)
board last Wednesday
after results of the counter-petition were formally
received.
It authorizes property tax
support of up to $15,000 per
year, or $2.40 for an average
assessed residential property.
In order for the proposal
to fail, 832 qualified electors would have had to
submit counter-petition
forms to the CRD by Jan.
31.

Funds will be used to pay
basic operating and equipment costs.
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NEWSBEAT
CREEKSIDE CAMPAIGN

·Rainforest fundraising down to the wire
$326,000 needed to
save rainforest

Weekly visits to Salt Spring Island

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

With only a week left to
reach the million-dollar
mark in the Creekside rainforest campaign, fundraisers
are pleading for all potential
donors to take the plunge
now.
Organizers were thrilled
with the outcome and atmosphere at Saturday night's
gala dinner, which featured
guest speakers Arthur Black
and Iona Campagnolo, the
former lieutenant governor
of B.C. and current honorary
president of The Land ConservancyofB.C. (TLC). Some
$14,000 was raised from the
87 people attending the $100
a plate gourmet dinner and
fund.raising auction event at
Falconshead Grill.
"The event was a great
success," said TLC executive
director Bill Turner, "but we
still have a huge need if we
are going to reach the goal by
the end of this month. What
we need is one or two angels
to come forward with a large
pledge. The awareness and
community commitment is
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Plans to expand a training ground
behind the Fulford fire hall will pass
before the province's Agricultural Land
Commission following approval from
Salt Spring's Advisory Agriculture Committee last week.
Commissioners unanimously recommended the Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Committee (LTC) support
the fire department's application for
non-farm use of agricultural land
based on recommendations made in
an environmental report released on
Feb. 5.
Conditions outlined in the report
would limit the Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District to using propane
fueled fires on metal burn props placed

neighbours.
Fire district board members have
said the $500,000 facility is required to
make volunteering as a firefighter less
onerous, improve training and reduce
off-island training costs.
Advisory Agricultural Committee members requested information
about the proposed training ground at
a January meeting.
"This report alleviates our fears
about the problems we had about the
facility," said committee member John
Wilcox.
Salt Spring Island trustees intend to
forward the proposal in time for the
Agricultural Land Co.mmission's March
meeting.
A request for the fire district to donate
a remaining section of the property to
a yet-to-be-created farmland trust will
be addressed at a future LTC meeting and is contingent on provincial
approval of the application.
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on concrete pads. All water used on the
site would have to be contained and
treated before being released into the
environment.
The report further suggests a regular
review of the situation by an independent certification agency.
"If these systems are in place, there
is no indication for potential contamination with products unacceptable
for organic production," stated report
author and independent organic
inspector Anne Macey.
A new facility will have less environmental impact on organic farms in the
Fulford valley than what is in place,
notes the report.
The 3,210-square-metre (0.8-acre)
site will include classroom space, propane-fueled burn props and an autoextrication practice area. Fire trustees
revised their initial plans to include
a burn building and chemical foam
pits following concerns expressed by

Custom Flooring
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Island's agriculture
committee backs proposal
DRIFTWOOD STAFF
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Save Salt Spring Rainforest Appeal website is www.
savesaltspringrainforest.
com.)
Judi Stevenson, who is
helping with the campaign,
said the group is extremely
appreciative that the ITF
board decided to make the
donation when it has very
little money of its own to
donate to land purchases.
I s l an d p h o t o g r a pher Susan Huber was so
impressed by the rainforest land that she's created
12X18-inch mounted photographs of a scene from the
property to sell for the campaign. They're available at
Salt Spring Books.
"I was shocked," she said,
describing her first impression of the property. "I was
astonished at how beautiful
it was- and it was here, on
my own island!"
As well, biologist Katherine Dunster's completed
Creekside Rainforest Conse
rvation Assessment report
is available on the campaign
website.
Guided tours of the property will run this weekend
for the last time: on Saturday at 10 a.m. and Sunday at
1 p.m., from 107 Hillview.

FIRE DISTRICT & TRUST

BY SEAN MCINTYRE

1 Ganges Local • Monday-Saturday
0

pledges] and we'd have it
done ... but we can't wait for
someone else to do it."
A number of people in the
community aren't waiting.
Among those coming forward last week was a group
of local pensioners who
phoned campaign coordinatorMaureenMooretodonate
$250. Moore said they were
inspired by Driftwood coverage about the Vancouver
school class that had raised
$250 in three days and decided to match the kids' fundraisingachievement.
"Also in response to the
children's initiative, a single
family telephoned to pledge
$10,000, ·and many additional pledges were received
online," said Moore.
As well, the Salt Spring
Island Foundation made a
pledge of $10,000, and the
Islands Trust Fund (ITF) is
ready to put in $1,500 as
soon as it receives matching
funds from the community.
Anyonewantingtotrigger
the ITF contribution should
note that on their donation
of any size either by phoning TLC at 250-383-4627 or
1-877-485-2422 or Moore
at 538-1732, or via paper or
online pledge forms. (The

Training ground expansion closer to reality

Salt Spring Island Transit System

.E
c::

there, now we need the last
portion of money required
to make it happen."
As of Monday, the campaign had $674,000 pledged
or in hand, with $326,000
needed to secure the land.
"Angels" may have been
lurking in the form of the
propertyowneranditsneighbour, Brian Milne, but no
movement has been reported
on Milne's $200,000 challenge
issued through the Driftwood
letterssectionlastweek.Milne
said he would donate a total
of$200,000tothecampaignif
the landowners dropped the
price by$200,000.
Turner said he had not
heard from the landowner's agent Eric Booth and
stressed that it would be
folly to expect the land to be
saved one way or another by
that challenge.
"There is no time to wait,"
he told the Driftwood on
Monday afternoon. "We
can't gamble on that ...."
Turner said anyone who
is thinking about pledging
funds should just do it now.
"It certainly is do-able," he
said. "There's a huge level of
profile on it. .. and all it really needs is one or two people
to come forward [with major

We welcome all current
owners to drop in, introduce
yourself and receive aFREE
introductory gift. We look
forward to serving you.

Direct Downtown to Ganges
8:30am Mon-Sat &11 :35 am Sun-Fri
4:30pm Every Day (Vancouver to Ganges)

You Who ... ?

Your name will be entered in a monthly
draw for a return trip for one to Vancouver.
Come to the SS Air office to enter,
we are at: Grace Point Square

the islAnders airline

+

NEWSBEAT
PUBLIC HEALTH
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Lady Minto embraces smoking ban
to have a cigarette on my
break," she said. "It's not
going to make me quit, just
more annoyed."
Province-wide outdoor
smoking regulations are
also getting tougher on
March 31. That's when
smoking within three
metres of most public and
workplace doorways, open
windows and air intakes
will be prohibited.
Retailers will also be
restricted from displaying
tobacco in establishments
where minors are served.

New rules apply to
all VIHA property
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Patients, staff and visitors at Salt Spring's Lady
Minto Hospital will have to
find another place to smoke
when new anti-smoking
regulations come into effect
March l.
"This is a really positive
development," said hospital
director Bill Relph.
Regulations will prohibit smokers from lighting
up anywhere on property
owned, leased or operated
by the Vancouver Island
Health Authority.
The ban applies to doorways, patios and parking
lots.
Support for the new regulations is positive, said
Relph, though he anticipates
enforcement of the law will
be a significant issue.
"That's a biggie. I can't
expect individual staff members to police this," he said.
Hospital security guards
will remind smokers caught
breaking the rules, but there
are no plans to begin levying
fines.
Clinical coordinator Jo
1\vaites said she's concerned
about the new regulations'
potential impact on the hospital's psychiatric patients
who sometimes cannot
leave hospital grounds withoutapass.

Whistler mayor's
talk on YouTube
Film version now available
People who missed The Natural Step presentation by Whistler Mayor Ken Melamed on Feb. 9 can
watch it on YouTube thanks to James Falcon of Salt
Spring Pictures- if they have high-speed internet
service.
"This film is l hour and 45 minutes, so my advice
is for you to allow the video to fully download before
playing it. So click pause and watch the red bar extend
itself, and then press play," said Falcon.
The video is at http:/ /www.youtube.com/
saltspringpictures.

CRD

CAPITAL

REGIONAL
DISTRICT

CRD TRANSIT
AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

The Salt Spring Island Community Transit and Transportation Commission acts as an
advisory committee to BC Transit and the CRD Board regarding the operation of a public
transit system, and undertake other strategies to reduce automobile dependence, including
the construction of pedestrian and cycle paths.

Hospital director Bill Relph with no-smoking sign.

A greater proportion of
those patients, she said,
are smokers and imposing
restrictions during what is
often a time ·Of crisis may
worsen an already stressful
situation.
In an effort to make things
easier for smokers, the hospital will offer nicotine
patches and gum.
Because the hospital is
a smaller facility, however,
patients' needs can be more
easily dealt with on a personal level, she said.

Registered nurse Cami
Venter was among the few
smoking staff members willing to speak on the record.
The new regulations, she
said, are the province's latest
attempt to further stigmatize smokers and tobacco
use.
Venter agrees with limiting people's exposure to second-hand smoke, but said
the property-wide ban is
taking things a little too far.
"This will just mean it
will take more time for me

The Commission currently has an opening for one commissioner. Individuals with a background
or keen interest in these transportation issues are invited to submit applications in confidence to
the CRD Building Inspection Office at 206-118 Fulford-Ganges Road, V8K 284, or by e-mail to
bisaltspring@crd.bc.ca. Applications should include a brief description outlining your interest in
applying, background with transportation-related issues, and contact information.
The deadline for applications is March 24, 2008. Copies of CRD Bylaw No. 3438 (Salt Spring
Island Community Transit and Transportation Service Establishment Bylaw, 2007} and Bylaw
3450 (Community Transit and Transportation Commission for Salt Spring Island Electoral Area)
can be viewed at the Building Inspection office.
For further information, contact Bob Fenske, Chair of the Commission at 537-4400 (Press 1
for Commission) or gm@ssivr.net.

Lit
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IF YOU WANT
TO RENT AN APARTMENT AT
MURAKAMI GARDENS ... READ ON!!!
Housing Applications Now Being Accepted

~

~~

Murakami Gardens, 167 Rainbow Road, will provide
affordable, secure and safe housing for low-tomoderate-income individuals and families.
The tentative move in date is July 2008.
27 self-contained studio, one, two and three bedroom
rental suites are available. Rent levels are set to ensure
ongoing affordability. Applicants will need to meet
eligibility criteria to be considered for tenancy.

+

Application forms must be received at Community
Services by February 22nd. 2008. Even if you are on the

waitlist, you still need to submit this full application!!
Application forms are available by:
• Pick up from Community Services at
268 Fulford-Ganges Road
• Download from website
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca (
• Phone at 537.9971
For further information, or if you have
questions, please contact Lizzy Rowe at
Community Services at 537.9971

THE CREEK~RAINFOREST
IS A UNIQUE PLACE THAT MUST
STAY UNTOUCHED.
by Rick & Juliette Laing
The interconnection of the mix of second
and old-growth conifers, hardwoods,
and wildlife trees, the understory plant
life, the fragile forest soil above a salmon
stream that has been used for thousands
of years by First Nations people places such as these are essential for a
sustainable future.
Young and old can learn about our part
in the biodiversity of nature, as well as
simply taking a beautiful forest walk to
enjoy solace and calm.

Islanders for 25 years, Rick and Juliette
Laing raised a family here and are both
self-employed.
WE HAVE UNTIL FEBRUARY 29TH TO SAVE CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST!
The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) has a signed agreement to purchase this
property and preserve it forever. We have already raised over 680 thousand
dollars in pledges and need to raise 320 thousand more. When pledges are
called in, TLC will issue charitable tax receipts to donors. Pledge forms are at
Patterson Market, SS Books, SSI Conservancy and on-line.

OUR COMMUN/1Y CAN SAVE OUR RAINFOREST!
..;

"'!~·~

f

.!t

SAVE SALT SPRING ISLAND'S savesaltspringrainforest.com (for high speed)
CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST
savesaltspringrainforest.net (for dial up)
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NEWSBEAT
LIBRARY NEWS

~~s~~u~~d~~~~~~,Y.~!~,!!~~~i~~~9h!~~Mp~~~~~!~ili~!S~,~~~~~~m=After three years of assisting Salt
Spring's library board in a number of
ways, the Friends of the Salt Spring
library group is proposing to "blend
back" into the library proper.
At the Friends' annual general
meeting, to be held in the lower hall
of the United Church in Ganges on
Thursday, Feb. 28 at 4 p.m., the organization's board of directors will recommend that the group be dissolved

over to the Salt Spring Island Public
library Association.
"There are two main reasons we
are making this recommendation,"
said Stan Shapiro, current chair of
the Friends. "First and foremost,
there really is no additional group of
supporters on which to draw when
over 140 islanders already serve as
libraryvolunteers. Successful Friends
groups elsewhere provide an opportunity for those interested to become

paid, and often unionized, staff.
Since our dedicated - and unpaid
-volunteers are our staff, there's no
one left over to support a separate
Friends organization."
Shapiro explained that another
majortaskofaFriendsgroupinother
communities is to raise money. However, Salt Spring's library group can
issue tax receipts in its own name.
"It was originally felt that receiving donations through the Friends

uncertainties then surrounding the
construction of a new library. Now it's
clear there is no need and nothing to
be gained in having a separate organization receiving donations."
Dissolution of the Friends group
"would eliminate unnecessary
duplication and make it easier for all
library supporters to work together,
on projects ranging from the annual
authors' day to a second, buildingrelated library referendum."

bership to make the final decision on
Feb. 28, said Shapiro. All present and
past Friends members, and other
interested community members, are
invited to attend the meeting.
"Possibly going out of business
is not the only important item on
the agenda. Salt Spring's librarian
extraordinaire, Marilyn Ming, will
first be speaking on 'Your libraryBuilding - in every way - for the
Future,' and answering questions."

~e Market News
o·organics

Appla~~~

Yogurt
BIG
750G

TUB

• Plain 2% • Non-Fat Plain
• Vanilla 2.5% • Non-Fat Vanilla

• Sweetened
• Unsweetened

Cortina

o·organics

Artie

Pure
Maple Syrup

Hea

Cortina Quality

Celestial
Seasonings

Cheddars Tea
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GANGES VILLAGE MARKET GLAZED COCONUT CURRY CHICKEN
SHORT CUTZ TO COOKING FOR ONE OR TWO BY SARAH LYNN© 2008

Shopping list:
0 Chicken breasts, Thighs
or Wings
0 Vegetable oll
0 Flour
01 onion
0 4 cloves garlic
0 Ginger
0 Coconut mUk
0 Brown sugar
0 Curry paste mUd or bot
0 (Optional, nut butter)

18-20 pk

Coconut milk: a sweet, milky white cooking base derived from meat of a mature coconut the color and rich taste of the milk can be attributed
to the high oil content and sugars. Two grades of coconut milk exist thick and thin. Thick coconut milk is prepared by directly squeezing grated
coconutmeat through cheesecloth. The squeezed coconut meat is then soaked in warm water and squeezed asecond or third time for thin
coconut milk. Thick milk is used mainly to make desserts ,thin milk is used for soups &other recipes. Coconut milk is the base of most thai
curries to make the curry sauce. The coconuf milk is first cooked over fairly high heat to break down the milk and cream and allow the oil to
separate. The curry paste is then added, as well as other seasonings, meats, vegetables and garnishes. As many of you know I have recently
visited Thailand, when I was there I learned a lot about the spice combinations of curries, the use of coconut cream &young coconut water.
The flavour it can bring to foods is wonderful. As one of the first recipes to be developed, influenced by my travels, please enjoy this delicious taste treat!

•...•.....................•••..••...•....••...•....•.............•...•••...••...•.......
Pre heat oven 400*
Drizzle 4 boneless skinless chicken breasts. thighs or wings with 2 tablespoons oil, coating all surfaces. In a bowl toss the chicken
with 1/4 cup flour and 1 teaspoon salt. Arrange chicken, in a glass baking pan. Bake uncovered in 400 degree oven for 20 minutes or
until it begins to turn golden.

Combine in a blender 1 onion peeled & quartered, 4 cloves of pealed garlic, 1 tablespoon fresh pealed ginger and 1 cup of
coconut milk (bptional2 tablespoons nut butter)blend until pureed. Add 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil to a medium saucepan,
heat and add puree, stirring constantly. Then simmer uncovered, stirring often, 5 minutes Add 1 cup of coconut milk, 2 tablespoons
rown su ar and 1 tablespoon curry paste and continue cooking another 5 minutes until thick. Spoon about half the mixture on top
f chicken to make a thick coating. Bake 20 minutes. Spoon on remaining glaze and bake 20 minutes longer or until chicken is tender
---~~~~~-:nd has turned brown. Serve with rice & a fresh mango.

L ••

Come and try this wonderful dish at

THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET
FOOD DEMONSTRATION

•Th' Th rsday 1 ·OOpm- S·30pm
~S
.u
·
·
• ThiS Fnday 12:00pm - 5:30pm

CII.NAOA
POST

~

POSTES
CANADA
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Pot growers off the hook
Islanders to receive
no criminal record
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A provincial court judge
issued conditional discharges
to two Salt Spring residents
last week after hearing guilty
pleas to charges stemming
from their involvement in two
unrelated island grow-ops.
Salt Spring Island RCMP
officers discovered 28 marijuana plants in Joseph Sevigny's backyard during an
aerial patrol of the island last
summer.
Court heard Sevigny had
arrangements to sell his crop
to Victoria's Carmabis Compassion Club for medical use,
in spite of not having obtained
a permit to do so.
Sevigny's lawyer Andrew
Uhlman argued that because
his client's motivation was a
desire to help others rather
than financial gain, the case
should receive special consideration.
"Mr. Sevigny was operating under a common misunderstanding of the law as to
whether growing marijuana
for medical use is against the
law," Uhlman said during proceedings at Ganges Provincial
Court on Thesday; Jan. 12.
Justice Joe Wood took Sevigny's cooperative attitude with
police and his guilty plea to
a charge of producing a controlled substance into account
when delivering his sentence.
"I am satisfied that justice
can be served through a conditional discharge," he said.
"That means you'll have to
keep the peace and be of good

behaviour for 12 months and
not grow any more weed."
During a similar surveillance operation, police located a further 19 plants outside
the home of Salt Spring's
Glenna Berry.
Berry, 63, said she had
intended to use the marijuana for personal use in the
treatment of an unspecified
health condition.
"It has certainly not had
any negative influence on
her behaviour," said defence
lawyer JYbring Hemphill. "It
has helped her become functional once again."
Neither Berry nor Sevigny
will receive a criminal record
from the incidents should
they successfully complete
a 12-month probationary
period.
In other court news:
• Justice Joe Wood handed
a second chance to a 22-yearold Salt Spring man last week
after hearing guilty pleas to a
series of charges dating back
to early 2007.
"You're going to get a break
here and you must realize that
is exactly what it is," Wood
said.
"When I started my career
30 or 40 years ago, you would
have been looking at time in
the penitentiary."
Justin Mackie pleaded guilty
tb violating conditions of his
probation, possession of a
weapon, possession of stolen
property and resisting arrest.
Defence argued the man's
troubled past and a long history of alcohol and drug abuse
were the main factors that
forced Mackie to a life on the
streets ofVictoria last year.
Mackie's encounters with

police culminated on Jan. 4,
when Victoria police officers
found him riding in a car he
and co-accused Naomi Cummings stole from an acquaintance. while partying in Wmnipeg.
Despite repeated requests
from Crown that Mackie serve
a period of incarceration, Justice Wood issued a six-month
conditional sentence.
Conditions of Mackie's
sentence prevent him from
using alcohol and leaving
his home between 9 p.m.
and 6 a.m. Mackie must also
attend a three-month alcohol counselling program and
complete 50 hours of community service.
Mackie breathed a sigh of
relief after hearing the judge's
sentence.
"Thank you. It's time to
get my life straightened out,"
Mackie told the judge. "I just
want to show everybody that
I am capable of doing more
with my life."
• A Salt Spring Island
woman received a one-year
driving prohibition and a $600
fine after pleading guilty to
driving a motor vehicle while
impaired by alcohol.
Charges stem from an
incident just before midnight on Nov. 28, 2007, when
Usa Adams failed a roadside
screening test at an RCMP
roadblock on Fulford-Ganges
Road.
She provided two blood-alcohol readings of 0.120 when
tested at the RCMP detachment.
Adams, who has no prior
record, apologized for her
actions and admitted it was "a
pretty bad decision."

SEARCH & RESCUE

Island volunteers aid Shawnigan search
Salt Spring Search and Rescue (SAR)
volunteers were called to assist an overwhelmed Cowichan SAR group over the
weekend as two men were reported missing
in unrelated incidents.
According to SAR search manager Per
Svendsen, 13 Salt Spring SAR members went
to Shawnigan Lake early Sunday morning
and were assigned to run the search for
19-year-old Gavin Ritchie, who had left his
home in the early hours of Feb. 14.
The Salt Spring contingent joined volunteers from Victoria, Cowichan Bay, the Peninsula Emergency Measures Organization and
100 non-SAR helpers. Community members
also went out on motor bikes and quads to
look for the man, a seasoned hiker and outdoorsman, and Ritchie's family hired a hell-

copter to also help with the search.
At the same time nearby, SAR and other
emergency services personnel were looking
for 47-year-old Evan Stanley Steed, who had
simply gone for a walk from his Shawnigan
Lake-area home.
Svendsen said Steed was found at about
5 p.m. Sunday after being lost for almost 72
hours.
"He had fallen and was suffering from
severe hypothermia. He was wet and totally
disoriented."
SAR crews from northern Vancouver
Island also spent the weekend looking for a
seven-year-old Bellingham, Washington boy
who disappeared from the beaeh on Totino.
Neither the boy nor Ritchie had been
found at Driftwood press time.
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When you need a lawyer
for quality repr.esentation•••

call Keith Oliver, BSc, LLB
Litigation:

Roger Bruce
Investment Advisor
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc.

• Civil and Criminal
• Estate and Will disputes
• Real Estate Claims
• Construction, tien claims

TOLL FREE

1-877-715-4722
roger_bruce@hsbc.ca

Since 1980,
at a// levels of Court

NOW OPEN IN
DUNCAN

HSBCID
HSBC Securities
Issued by HSBC Securities
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF.

Planner 1 - Full Time - Permanent
Planning Officer P021
$49,057.80-$55,964.94

Islands Trust

TWO POSITIONS, one for each location below:
• Salt Spring Island
(Competition # CS2008:40964)
• Gabriola Island (Competition
#CS2008:40962)

Join us in our challenging mission to protect one of the most cherished parts of
the British Columbia coast -- the Islands Trust Area - a scenic archipelago of
international significance: 13 major islands and more than 450 smaller islands. The
Islands Trust is a unique organization, with a legislated mandate to preserve and
protect the communities, culture and environment of BC's southern coastal islands.
The Planner 1 provides support to several local trust committees within an assigned
regional area of the Islands Trust. Under the supervision of a Regional Planning
Manager the Planner 1 is responsible for a number of planning related duties
including research, responding to public enquiries, processing routine development
applications and referrals (including development permits, development variance
permits, ALC applications, subdivision referrals) and preparing land use bylaw
amendments.
QUALIFICATIONS:
Minimally, a college program in community planning technology or an undergraduate
degree in planning, geography or environmental science; at least one year
experience in the planning field, with preferred experience with local government, or
an equivalent combination of education and experience.
Prior to submitting a resume, visit our web site at www.islandstrust.bc.ca for a
complete job description. An eligibility list will be established.
Please submit a resume for each position you are applying for, quoting the
competition number above, to Islands Trust, 200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria BC V8R
1H8; fax 250-405-5155. Closing Date: March 5, 2008 For more information please
contact: David Marlor (250) 405-5169

I

Now open. Find us at 102 Seaview Ave (behind Island Star Video)
Open 6 days a week to serve you - www.elementshomedesign.ca

home design
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Special Section Award, Aqua, GOLD
BestTourism and Recreation Guide Award, The Gulf/slander, SILVER
Best Website Design Award, wwwgulfislands.net, SILVER
Ma Murray Community Service Award, Breaking the Family Violence Circle, BRONZE
2008 British Columbia Yukon Community Newspaper Association Awards

Best Special Section, Aqua, GOLD · Best Christmas Edition, Aqua, GOLD · Best Ad Design, Pegasus Gallery. GOLD
Best In-house Ad Campaign, TGIF Launch, GOLD • Best Business Writing Award, Aqua, SILVER
Best All Round Newspaper, Gulf islands Driftwood, BRONZE· Best Feature Series, Galiano Fire_ BRONZE
2008 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards

EDITORIAL

Ahome

THAT ONE'S ·
ACACTUS

for noise
ew issues arouse the
passions of islanders
more than loud or ugly
or environmentally
damaging activities taking place
within a certain radius from
their homes·.

F

In recent weeks on Salt Spring we've seen the
culmination of complaints about roosters crowing
and a metal recycling operation in classic cases of
"freedoms from and freedoms to." Alarm is being
raised over new issues like a proposed gravel mine
and ongoing ones like a planned expansion of the
Fulford fire training ground.
In a perfect world and on a perfect island, people would only undertake the activities listed in
the land use bylaw that applied to their own piece
of land and would do so on such a small scale as to
never shatter the precious peace of others. There
would be no legal nonconforming status, no
THE ISSUE:
grey areas, no conflict.
Yet that's anything but
Ongoing land
the case on Salt Spring
use conflicts
Island.
Between lack of space,
WE SAY:
historic land uses, enviMore industrial
ronmentally sensitive
areas and sometimes
zoning needed
unrealistic expectations
to hear or see nothing beyond one's own
property line, this 180-square-kilometre land mass
becomes pretty small.
That's why ensuring land zoning is able to meet
the island's needs for economic activity is an important part of the current Salt Spring Island Official
Community Plan (OCP) review, since the land-use
bylaws flow from the OCP policies and guidelines.
The OCP must include policies that will let semiindustrial activities occur in appropriate places.
A residentially zoned neighbourhood is an
acceptable spot for a home-based business, but is
a hard sell for the crushing of vehicles.
The existing OCP outlines all kinds of ways more
industrial use could be accommodated, but so far
the subject has seen scant daylight in the current
OCP review. The Economic Sustainability, Jobs and
Tourism Focus Group did examine the topic and,
as a result, Trust staff recommend "a review and
inventory of existing industrial-zoned land and
existing and future demand" be added as a policy
in the revised OCP.
In light of recent concerns about both industrial
activity and the lack of places for it to occur on the
island, we hope the recommendation is adopted,
and then acted upon proactively, without being
pushed by a hue and cry first.

Carbon tax formula applauded
of reducing emissions 30 percent by 2020? It's
hard to say."
The finance minister has shown true leadership by moving forward with this measure,
B.C.'s new revenue neutral carbon tax is a good
despite growing unease about the economic
start down the path to a low-emission economy.
downturn in the U.S., and anxieties from
On Thesday, B.C. finance minister Carole Taylor "WI"III"t enable us to
put in place a dear-headed plan for B.C.'s transisome B.C. businesses.
"Carole Taylor deserves our thanks for
tion to a competitive, low-emission economy by
starting
us down this path and putting B.C.
announcing a revenue-neutral carbon tax as part reach the province's
at the forefront of action on climate change
of this year's budget.
in Canada," said Quincy Young, director with
"Minister Taylor has got the formula right,"
VfACC.
said Kevin Washbrook, director with Voters Tak- goal Of reducing
"We hope that the climate change action
ing Action on Climate Change (VfACC). "The
plan coming out shortly follows up with
tax starts off gradually, applies to all fossil fuels,
supporting regulations for cleaner fuels ,
incorporates a clear schedule of future increases, emissions by 2020?
improved vehicle fuel efficiency and emisand, through a transparent system of rebates and
sion standards, minimum efficiency stantax shifts, ensures that lower income families and
B.C. businesses will not be adversely impacted," It's hard to say:'
dards for appliances, new requirements for
more compact land use zoning, and so on,
Washbrook said.
so that British Columbians have low emisHowever, VfACC does see one flaw in the measion options available so they can choose a
sure- the tax is initially set too low to have much
cleaner future, "Young said.
of an impact on emissions.
VfACC worked hard through the fall of 2007 and spring of
"It is important that government put a price on carbon emissions, and it is also important that this price be set low initially 2008 encouraging the public, businesses and faith groups to
and increased gradually so that it won't shock the economy," show their support for a revenue neutral carbon tax in this
year's budget.
said David Green, UBC economist and member ofVfACC.
David Green was lead author of an open letter from more
"However, most economists believe that a $20 to $30 per
tonne tax on carbon emissions is the lowest level at which you than 70 BC economists urging Minister Taylor to follow through
will start to see an influence on how firms and families make on the tax measure.
Voters Taking Action on Climate Change has a website at
choices. The tax announced today doesn't get to that level
until2010-20l2. Will it enable us to reach the province's goal www. vtacc.org.

SUBMITTED BY THE VOTERS TAKING ACTION
ON CLIMATE CHANGE

VIEWPOINT

·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:

THIS WEEK'S QUESTION:

Do you support acarbon tax on gasoline?

DYes 0No

Cast yo ur ba llot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before Monday at midnight or
cl ip thi s box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30p.m.

· Will you listen to Salt
Spring Radio?

19
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NO YES
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

LslandVoices

"It seems like we are totally obsessed with silence, but the
only time to have perfect silence is when you're dead:'
'ROOSTER LADY' EUZABETH COOPER

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What name would you give a provincial statutory holiday in February?

MARK & JACKSON
LECORRE

DESMOND
MACMILLAN

Family Day sounds like a good
name to me. We sure could use
a holiday at this time ofyear.

I would call it Couples' Day or
Relationship Awareness Day.

BARRY HEIMAN

Letters to the editor
Geography
It was instructive to read
that Salt Spring is "Tucked
away into a northwestern
corner of the Pacific Ocean
... " ("New ecosystem health
study seeking community
support," Feb. 13 Driftwood.)
Previously, I had believed
that we were on the eastern side of the Pacific, and
in the Pacific southwest of
Canada.
JOHN SPRAGUE,
SALT SPRING

Fire
contained
I am the owner of the cottage on South Ridge Drive
which burned last Monday.
("South Ridge home suffers
major damage ...", Feb. 13
Driftwood.)
I am a seasonal resident
on Salt Spring and live in
the U.S. several months of
the year.
It was indeed a cottage and

certainly not "a shed." I'd like
to thank the members of the
fire department, who were
able to contain the fire from
spreading to the rest of the
property although the cottage
will need to be totally demolished.
I'd also like to thank my
South Ridge Drive neighbours
and tradespeople on the
island for all their kindnesses.
BRENDA RINGWALD,
SALT SPRING AND PHOENIX

Second to
none
I, Alan Layard, and my
immediate family would like
to express our most sincere
gratitude and appreciation
to the following people after
my harrowing ordeal last
weekend. Dr. Ron Preshaw,
Dr. Ron Reznick, Dr. David
Woodley, Dr. Galena Thrpin,
the Salt Spring paramedic
team on duty, the Lady Minto
Hospital emergency room
staff, including the laboratorytechnician and Aaron Min-

GILLIAN LAIRD

I'd call it Too-Much- Work-AndNot-Enough-Play Day.

I'd like to call it Sleep-in-Day.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writeJS are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered fo~ publication.
Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com.

vielle on X-ray, as well as all
the other nurses, housekeeping and kitchen staff who
made my stay afterwards as
comfortable as could be. The
simple fact is that we here on
the rock have without a doubt
the most efficient, organized
and (tongue in cheek) available medical response systern in the province if not all
of Canada.
I am certain that had I
been anywhere else than
here when my emergency
occurred, I would not be
alive today. All of the aforementioned people should
be proud of the fact that they
are all capable and very willing to provide a standard of
medical care that is second
to none.

For people who are complaining about the door so
negatively, I wonder if they
ever thought about people
who are a little slow, walking with two canes, a purse
and a bag of goods from the
store and have to try getting
out the door. Now can you
understand why I for one was
happy when I saw the door?
Also, for people who
are complaining, the buggies are for groceries. Too
bad you can only walk two
abreast, but I think that's
enough, and if you have
to stop to let someone by,
I think they are in a better
place. It's also safer for kids
and older people, and easier
to get to without going in a
car and parking.

ALAN LAYARD,

DOLORES BIRD,

SALT SPRING

MANSELL ROAD

Auto door an Thanks
Our Jazzy is home now,
improvement although
there is a long road
I'd like to send a rose to the
Uptown Pharmasave for getting an automatic door.

HANNA MUNNEKE

How about Spring's-FinallyHereDay.

ahead until she is "back to
normal" and being a sixyear-old again.

We will try to thank all the
businesses that helped us during the last month when we
were in the children's hospital in Vancouver. We knew the
island was special, but until a
crisis hits you just don't realize how special the people on
Salt Spring really are. We can't
possibly name the individuals
that came forward as there
were -so many and some we
have never met, but we will try
to thank the businesses and
organizations.
There was Johnson's Shell
Service, who placed the
collection boxes in various
stores, Ganges Village Market for taking donations and
their Save a Tape program,
Salt Spring Air for flights to
and from Vancouver, Rob's
employer Gord Speed Construction for allowing him
time off and for helping out,
our firefighters, TJ Beans,
Dagwoods, Golden Island
Restaurant, the school for
their fund drives, letters,
cards and very special projects, all the stores that col-

lected money, the Salt Spring
Lions Club for providing
accommodation at the Easter Seal House, the Driftwood
for excellent coverage, and all
of you who sent best wishes;
contributions and prayers,
we can't thank you enough.
Also a great big thank you
to our hospital staff, doctors
and the ambulance crew, you
did a terrific job. Our medical staff is second to none.
There are three people
who we have to thank. First
is Aunty Diana, who flew
out from Ontario and stayed
with us the whole time we
were in hospital. She set up
the "care pages" and did a
number of things we could
not have. done on our own.
She was a real anchor.
Also there was Cheryle and
Blaine Johnson. Their help
on the island and especially
around the house was invaluable. Again, thank you all.
JASMIN, LIZ AND
ROB WILSON,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continued on A10

Constitutionality of tax authority not a dead issue
BY KEN ROULEAU

+

Reading Peter Vincent's column last week
on Revenue Canada got me thinking. If you
substitute "RevCan" with, say, "Rambo," and
read his article again, you want to ask, "Who
is this thug who spies on and bullies Canadians?" Why is he not arrested for harassment?
And this got me wondering. Why would
a government agency need to use confusion (tax forms), intimidation and force to
communicate with Canadians (the actual
government, different from their representatives in Ottawa)?
Maybe there's something about RevCan
that needs to be mean- the puller of teeth
- or maybe something more Freudian.
Perhaps the real problem is that RevCan
has a murky and legally dubious past that
requires to bully in order not to be fundamentally questioned at its roots.
Let's look at those roots.
The BNA Act of 1867, making Canada
a nation, is a rather dry, legal document,
which is probably why most Canadians
have never read it. But one thing about legal
documents is that they mean exactly what
they say, no more or less.
The BNAAct gave the confederating provinces the right to tax directly and to the fed
went the right to tax in any other way. No
federal income tax existed for the first 50
years of our nation when massive infra-

... , .

GUESTCOLUMN
structure building occurred. Most of our
national revenues came from trade and
excise taxes, and this worked fine until1917.
And we all know that if the government had
the right to tax they would.
With Canada deeply involved in WWI,
the Borden Conservatives enacted two controversiallaws in 1917 with deep implications for Canadians: 1) Conscription (widely
opposed and breaking a Borden election
promise) and, 2) The Income War Tax Act
(unconstitutional).
Because the Tax Act could only be pushed
through during a global crisis, it was introduced as temporary and aimed at taxing the
upper class and war profiteers. The majority
of Canadians were demanded to give up
their sons, and the rich were demanded to
give up some money.
After the war, the tax remained (applied
more generally) and became increasingly entrenched in general revenues, ever
extending deadlines for reconsideration of
the tax or rescinding it. And while the fed
illegally took in income tax money, filling the
central coffers, they refrained from using it
for millions of Canadians who needed help
during the 1930s Depression era.

1

.1

there was plenty of money
(debt) for the war that came in 1940. The
same amount spent for relief over the entire
decade of the Depression was now spent
monthly on WWII.
In the 1940s, Liberal PM Mackenzie King
coerced the provinces to relinquish their
right to direct tax and offered a payment
transfer to the provinces in exchange. Most
provinces said no, but King did it anyway.
They funnelled massive amounts of money
through the central government and doledit
out as they saw fit.
Throughout the 1950s and '60s the Fed
became so addicted to income tax revenues
that they finalized the administration of tax
collection through a series of parliamentary
acts. Revenue Canada was born: 95 years
after the Constitution said they couldn't do
that and 45 years after they did it anyway.
Its original "tax the rich, spare the poor"
thinking was long gone and over the next generation the feds reversed the intake from the
wealthy to the mid and lower incomes, and
minimized the revenue from corporations to
rely mainly on personal incomes. This "legalizing" of federal tax was accomplished by both
major parties over the past 90 years since the
temporary Income WarTaxAct was enacted.
In 1950, a Supreme Court decision in Nova
Scotia vs. Lord Nelson Hotel ruled based on
the principle that federal and provincial gov1vuracwuu:>.1y,

ernments cannot transfer powers decreed
in the Constitution: the fed couldn't do the
province's job and vice versa. This led to PM
John Diefenbaker promising that the federal
government would be out of the tax business
by 1963, which clearly never happened.
It never happened because Ottawa
wanted the money, centralized the power
and gradually became the almighty thug
that Peter told us about last week. RevCan
doesn't think much of the Lord Nelson Case
and claims that no one has beaten them
in court. But how could they forget. Gerry
Hart from Manitoba? Using only the Constitution and the Lord Nelson decision, Hart
was taken to court and won 22 consecutive times over 40 years. RevCan was even
threatened with charges of contempt if they
ever brought Mr. Hart to court again.
Now let's be clear: we all pay taxes in
every direction we turn. There are also lawyers and accountants across this country
who help their clients dodge taxes "legally,"
if you know the rules and loopholes. That's
what happens when we forget our Constitution and history.
You might wonder why all Canadians
don't know these things, but don't ask that
question or someone might call the 1-800
snitch line on you.

The writer is a former Green Party candidate and local business owner.
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More news online

OPINION

We've joined BCLocaiNews.com, the largest online
news-gathering organization in B.C. Check us out at
www. gulfislandsdriftwood.com

MORE LETTERS
continued from A9

Heed sign

DriftWood

let's face It

This is a serious rant to
those drivers - and there
are quite a few of you who ignore the "right turn
only" sign at the junction
of Purvis Lane and Lower
Ganges Road, and drive
straight ahead to Hereford
Avenue.
One of you did just that
on Feb. 12, and collided
with my car going south on
Lower Ganges, resulting in
bruised ribs and a $4,000
repair bill that we all pay
through ICBC.
At the same time, a rave
reward is due to the firemen,
ambulance staff and even the
police, for their calm politeness, concern and efficiency.
It was almost a pleasure
to deal with them!
As an additional note, a
concrete divider extending
north from the little island
would have prevented this
incident.
TONYFARR,

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

NON-SURGICAL
AESTHETICS

Dr. Georges Benloulou
Dr. Jan Malherbe

CRABBY: Brodie Harach
and his mom Josie Ball check
out the crabs for sale at the
Welbury Bay II fishing vessel.

537-4066

Pacifica Reclaim is a
Vancouver Island owned
and operated company.
We salvage 50-1 00
year-old-beams from
old buildings, then carefully
remill them into floors,
moldings and trims.
Imagine beautifully
handcrafted hardwood
at affordable prices.
FACTORY SHOWROOM:

2059 S. Wellington Rd.,
Nanaimo
Toll Free 1·877-714·1127
or (250) 714-1127
Visit us for our picture gallery at
www.pacificareclaim.com

NEW FLOORS WITH HISTORY!

-

'&

islanders for
self-government

Islands Trust Policy Statement 5.8.3 states: "Trust Council holds
that island communities within the Trust Area are themselves best
able to determine the most effective local government structure to
support their local autonomy and specific community needs within
tlie object of the Islands Trust."
Join Islanders for Self-Government today and send a clear message
to the Provincial Government that Salt Spring Islanders want the
opportunity to evaluate the benefits of incorporation for ourselves.
Fill out the attached form, mail it in or drop it off at one of our Island
Business Supporters:

N~:

~--

.,

JOIN ISG TODAY
____________________________________________

Rants
Lotsandlotsofearthlygreen
roses to those food and drink
establishments that choose
to use recyclable paper and
cardboard containers for takeout customers. One huge big
stinky rotten rant to those that
still feel they have to use evil
styrofoam and bad plastic. We
are all trying to do our bit can you put a price on saving the planet? Vote with your
purchase: Ask for recyclable
containers, or just boycott the
premises! Gavin Ellis

chimney fire at the Waldorf
kindergarten. Your speed in
getting here and putting out
the fire was great. The respect
for my home and the time you
spent after with the children
will wann our hearts forever!
Grand lavender roses to
Sacred Mountain Lavender
for your generous support
cif the HMS Ganges Chapter
of lODE. Your help is greatly
appreciated as the chapter's
members go about serving
our community in various
ways. We thank you for your
gracious gift of lavender. DO
for Ganges lODE members

A long-stemmed red, red
rose to the thoughtful, patient,
generous man who came to
my rescue at the till in Thrifty's
on Feb. 11 when my debit card
didn't work and I was short
of cash. Since I still owe you
(much more than money!) but
don't know who you are, I'll
make an extra donation to the
food bank. Janice

Thanks, Pomodoro, for the
best heart-shaped pizzas.

Roses to all the kind friends
and neighbours who gave gifts
and helped in many ways to
make my birthday party so
wonderful. Edith Y

A big bouquet of crayoncoloured sunflowers to all the
great local businesses that
helped with the Salt Spring
Preschool Society's basket
raffle. With special thanks to
lightning Press for printing
the tickets and to all our prize
donors: Thrifty Foods, Ganges
Village Market, Slegg Lumber,
Paint Plus, The Home Design
Centre, Windsor Plywood,
North End Fitness, Sports
Traders, Nixxi Clothing, Phar-

A big bunch of red roses to
Mark for volunteering to clean
the windows of the Hospital
Auxiliary Tiuift Store.
Roses to the Salt Spring
Fire Department members
for their work putting out the

ADDRESS: ______________________________________

Roses to Rob Roodenburg for his immediate offer
of help, and to each of the
other kind people who assistedingettingmycarstartedlast
Friday in Ganges. Thanks for
making a stressful moment so
much easier to deal with! lisa

masave, Salt Spring Island
Cheese, Fields, Admiral's Specialty Foods, Mouat's Trading
Co., Fraser's Thimble Farms,
Foxglove Farm & Garden Supply, Seven Ravens Farm, Sea"
side Restaurant, West of the
Moon, Embe Bakery, Volume
II Books, Bellavance Welding, Harbour's End Marine &
Equipment, Irwin Collision
Repairs, Salt Spring Auto Parts
& Supplies and Johnson's
Automotive. Please join us at
the preschool open house on
March 15. We'll draw the winnerthen!
Roses to a large bunch of
students and teachers travelling to Duncan via the ferry
on Feb. 13. They were so wellbehaved and orderly. The kids
were great also. Jack
Roses to the transportation
commission for providing me
with a bus to my door. I live
on Dogwood in Brinkworthy.
What a thrill to see the bus
go by every hour. My friends
outside Brinkworthy are green
with envy.
Roses to those parents,
teachers and board members
who came to the fundraiser for
the middle school music program on Sunday. Thatintemationally acclaimed musicians
would give of their amazing
talent and time for this program is truly humbling. Many
thanks to the Stubbs family and Louis Ranger for an
unforgettable concert.

+

USING THE EARTH'S EN
TO SAVE YOU$

POSTAL CODE: __________________________________
PHONE: __________________________________________
E~IL:

RANTS and Roses

Roses

Imagine Salt Spring as a municipality
under the preserve and protect mandate
of the Islands Trust. We can have both.

I"'--

CASTLE CROSS ROAD

________________________________________

Membership Fee $20.00. Please make cheques payable to Islanders for Self-Government
Mail this form with payment to:

MARITIME

Islanders for Self-Government,
Box 827, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2W3
Or drop off at one of our island business supporters.

I
I

• Johnson's Shell Service, 106 Fulford-Ganges Road
• North End Fitness, 102 McPhillips Ave.
• Island Star Video, 156C Fulford-Ganges Road
• Paint Plus, 346 Lower Ganges Road

L---------
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Heat Pump Systems
Air to Air Heat Pump Systems

I

~

I
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The Unico System

High Velocity & Unichiller Heat Pumps
Hydronic or Forced Air Systems
Mini-Split Ductless Heat Pumps

Outer Limits Sheet Metal Ltd.

~~~lsMOSElEY 653 .9378

NEWSBEAT
FERRIES

Opposition critic's visit
ignites ferry aitidsms
Public input
gathered by MLA
BY AMY GEDDES
DRI FTWOOD STAFF

Rick Saunders is a Salt
Spring resident and senior
who depends on the ferry
system to get him to his
monthly doctor's appointment in Vancouver.
He has lost faith that he,
and other seniors living in
PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY
ferry-dependent communiSALESMAN: Christopher Elwell sells raffle tickets at the co-op preschool's annual fundties, have a voice that the
raising basket raffle.
government is willing to listen to.
TRANSPORTATION
"The only time the government wants to listen to
us," said Saunders, "is when
it wants to get re-elected."
idents to tally up the num"Many people expressed
Saunders was one of 26
Annual event
ber of potholes on a given that the roads are dangerous people attending a presenexposes island's
stretch of their streets over without the lines, especially tation hosted by NDP feron wet winter nights," she ries critic Gary Coons at
the next couple of weeks.
rotting roads
In 2006, participants said.
ArtSpring on Sunday.
While Saunders was
counted a record-setting
skeptical, Coons' repeatedly
The organizer of Salt 5,161 holes.
"There is a real sense of In 2006, participants
assured the audience that
Spring's third annual pothis visit to Salt Spring, and
hole count hopes the event frustration over the waste
other ferry dependent comwill leave a lasting impres- of money, material and
munities, was to "listen"
sion with powers that be in manpower from the shod- counted a recordand to "be a voice."
the province's Ministry of dy repairs that are done a
It was evident the audicouple of times a year," she setting 5,161 holes
Transportation.
ence wanted to be heard.
Last year's event attracted said. "This is a big issue with
Concerns with skyrocketattention from the provin- a lot of people. Residential
"The quality of the paint ing fares, highway privatizacial NDP party and encour- roads are largely ignored, or
aged road crews to pave so badly repaired that the used on some roads last fall tion and B.C. Ferries' exempsome of the island's worst mix used to fill the holes has was inferior, and in many · tion from the Freedom of
disappeared within weeks, places it has worn away in Information Act regulations
roads last summer.
nearly reached boiling point
Crews missed more than sometimes days, if the just four months."
Participants can submit about 15 minutes after heara few streets before they left weather has been bad."
Norfolk said this year's their findings to Norfolk via ing Coons speak.
and this year's pothole count
will gather data to prove it, event may award honour- e-mail at tenlen@telus.net
able mentions to roads lack- by March 1 or by calling 537she added,
Norfolk calls on island res- ing defined street lines.
8557.

Pothole counters hit the streets

A handful of audience
members found themselves
unable to keep their hands
down, quickly stole the show
from Coons, broke down
the presentation format
and made way for a lively
round of audience-driven
dialogue.
"Who is getting to see the
figures?" said one woman in
the audience.
"Are there figures we can
have so if a newspaper talks
to us, we can hand them
some?" said a male audience member.
Limited access to information was a concern voiced by
several audience members
and echoed by Coons.
They wanted to know how
B.C. Ferries manages and
accounts for its finances.
On at least four different
issues, the crowd turned to
Gregg Dow, leader of the
Save Our Ferries campaign,
who was even called upon
by Coons to explain the difficulties surrounding access
to B.C. Ferries' financial
information.
A female Salt Spring resident of 15 years was disappointed with the event turnout.
"Why is no one paying
attention?" she asked. "I find
this mind boggling."
Coons, the North Coast
MLA, gave audience members the option of signing a
petition, something he has

PULL-OUT TV GUIDE

offered each ferry community he has visited so far.
It requests a moratorium
on farel? until a special legislative committee is put in
place to look after the Coastal Ferries Act - a committee that would work directly
with ferry-dependent communities to "find out what
works and what doesn't."
"We want to hear stories,"
said Coons, as he invited
everyone to e-mail him with
further concerns.
The results of his public
consultation tour around
B.C . coastal communities will be compiled into a
report.
Saunders asked Cooqs, "If
[the NDP] become the government in 2009, what specific steps would you take to
remedy what you consider
to be the problems?"
Coons' reply was that
they would have to sit down
with coastal communities
and take another look at the
Coastal Ferries Act.
"Right now we don't have
a grasp on the finances," he
said.
"It seems like B.C. Ferries
is making money, but I don't
think they are."
Saunders left the presentation convinced the government still was not listening.
"There wasn't a single
government representative
in there," he said.
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OCPREVIEW

Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Committee

OCP

meetings
continue

+

Salt Spring's Local Trust
Committee (LTC) continues
its public review of official
community plan (OCP) work
at a special business meeting
on Wednesday, Feb. 27.
From 9 am. to noon and 1 to
5 p.m. atArtSpring, the meeting
will focus on suggested changes
to a revised OCP following the
ITC's direction to staff at their
meeting in late January.
The public is welcome to
observe the meeting and a
town hall session may be held
at the end, time permitting.
"Planning staff will be presenting an updated document which indicates many
of the changes we've requested so far," said trustee George
Ehring in a press release. ~
"We'll then need some time
to go over the revisions carefully before we either approve
the draft for community
review or request additional
changes before that review
occurs," added his colleague
Peter Lamb.
Targeted reviews of density
transfer and amenity zoning
policies and the use of secondary suites and seasonal cottages for affordable housing are
also underway, with reports
expected by the end ofMarch.

Islands Trust

Special Business Meeting
Official Com-munity Plan Review

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will hold a special business
meeting as part of its ongoing review of the Official Community Plan
(OCP). The purpose of the meeting is to allow the Local Trust Committee
(LTC) to review material relating to the OCP review project. A town hall
session may be held at the end of the business meeting, time permitting.

Wednesday, February 27
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue

9 am-noon & 1-5 pm

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

relax.
We offer reflexology with our dentistry.
Maybe the last thing you'd associate with a
visit to the dentist is relaxation. We'd love to
change your perspective. We offer reflexology
for those who want to enhance their dental
visit with ·this therapy for relaxation and
stress relief. give us a call, today. 537-1400
-one-visit CEREC crowns -reflexology available
before, during or after
-adult orthodontics
-dental implants
-all cosmetic & aesthetic
techniques incl. veneers
-root canals
-restorative dentistry
-full and partial dentures
-emergency treatments new and restoration

artful dentistry
Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Key background documents and maps related to the OCP review can be
viewed on-line at the Islands Trust website
(http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm ).
Opportunities for public input on the review will be announced in upcoming
issues of the Driftwood.
To receive e-mail updates on the 'Latest News' on the official community
plan review go to: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/subscribe/default.cfm
To provide your comments, use our online feedback form from the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area homepage of our web site at:
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm or
Contact Us by Phone, Fax or Mail:
Islands Trust, 1-500 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8
Phone: (250) 538-5600
Fax: (250) 537-9116

A12

I WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20,2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Wed.
·
T
hurs.
Fri.
Feb 20
Feb 21
Feb 22
E ENTERTAINMENT

Open Stage. Wrth Stephanie Rhodes
at Shipstones. 8p.m.
THERACTIVITJES

Zen Meditation. Group meets at 210
Cedar lane every Wednesday, 7-9 p.m.
Info: 537-2831.
Star Parade Movement Classes.
With Rudy Hexter &Kristin Lewis/
Woodruff atthe Core Inn. 10 a.m. info:
538-9090.
HIPPOS. Healthy Infants Parents and
Partners on Sa~ Spring. Parent/baby
games and fitness fun with facilitator
&childcare at Portlock Portable. info:
537-9176.
Toy Library. Free loan of toys for 1-2
week. Wednesdays at Fulford school.
1Q-11 a.m.
Scholastic Book Fair.
SS Elementary School multi-purpose
room. 8:30a.m. to 6:30p.m. (Closed
from noon to 1p.m.)

IVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Stage. Wrth host Tess Fama.
Fulford Inn Pub. 7-10 p.m.
Blues Jam. Wrth Dave Roland and
friends. Moby's Pub. 7-10 p.m.
Black Umfolosi. ArtSpring. 8p.m.
One Night Stand. Shipstones. 8p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sat~

Feb 23

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tues.
Sun.Feb 24 Mon.
Feb 26
Feb 25
ACTIVITIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

House Party. Shipstones. 9p.m.
Karaoke. With Tami Benoit and
Lorna Walde at Moby's Pub. 8p.m.

Jazz Saturdays. With Henry Boudin,
Live Music W'rth Tess &Buck.
Pat Coleman, Kelby MacNayr &ian Van Every other Sunday at the Fulford Inn
WyckatCafe EIZocalo. 7-10 p.m.
Pub. 6:3Q-9:30 p.m.
Stephanie
Rhodes.
Performs
at
The
Give
Literacy a Lift. Concert with
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Local. 8:30p.m.
Valdy, plus readings from Arthur
Friday Morning Yoga. The
Soul Shakedown. CD release party at Black, Kathy Page and young island
Gatehouse. 9-10 a.m.lnfo: 653-0028. Moby's Pub. 9p.m. to midnight
writers. Benefit for SS Literacy
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Teens' Belly Dance Classes The
Society. ArtSpring. 2:30p.m.
SS Weavers &Spinners Guild.
Gatehouse.1:3D-2:30 p.m. 653-0028. OTHER ACTIVITIES
Flora Scott Trio. Dinner jazz at SS
Texture &Clinic. Newcomers welcome. Children's Belly Dance aasses.
Guided Creekside Walks. See subject Inn. 6-9 p.m.
ArtSpring. 10:3Q-noon.
The Gatehouse. 3-4 p.m. 653-0028.
African Drumming. With laurent Rollerblading. Fulford Hall. 7-7:30 of land purchase campaign on guided
OTHER ACTIVITIES
Boucher. 162 Oakspring, 5-6:30 p.m. p.m.for novices~ittle people; 7:3Q-9 walk. Meet at the comer of Creekside
and Hillview Dr.10 a.m. on Saturdays. Guided Creekside Walks.
Info: laurent 537-4979.
p.m. general skating.
See subject of land purchase
Bingo. At Meaden Hall. 7p.m. Early Star Parade Movement Classes. Baseball &Softball Registration.
At
Sports
Traders.10
a.m.
to
2
p.m.
campaign
on guided walk. Meet at
bird games at 6:30.
With Rudy Hexter &Kristin Lewis/
Mindfulness Yoga Workshop.
comer of Creekside &Hillview Dr. at 1
Strictly Student Film Festival.
Woodruff atthe Core lnn.10 a.m.
With Patricia Galaay at Ganges Yoga
p.m. on Sundays.
GISS &Phoenix students showcase
Info: 538-9090.
Studio.l-4
p.m. Register: 537-2444.
14th Annual Oscar Party. island
their films. GISS multi-purpose room,
West African Dance Classes.
Preparing for Parenting.
Star Video hosts annual fun time
7-9:30p.m.
Live percussion dance classes. Fridays Free workshop for parents of infants,
at Harbour House Hotel. Doors at
Star Parade Movement Classes.
at All Saints. 4:30-6 p.m.
expectant parents and those planning 4p.m., Oscar broadcast begins at
Wrth Rudy Hexter &Kristin lewis/
Story Time at the Public Library.
5p.m.
Woodruff.Core Inn. 10 a.m. 538-9090. Join Clare Cullen, The Story lady, for to become parents. With Cindy Clark
&
Sharyn
Carroll.
SS
Elementary.1D-5.
Astrology Event Afternoon of
Scholastic Book Fair. SS Elementary stories and activities. For children
Register: 537-8828.
astrology teachings. 1-4 p.m. info:
School multi-purpose room. 8:30
aged 4-6, 1-2 p.m.
Gwenyth, 653-4860.
a.m. to 6:30p.m. (Closed from noon
to1 p.m.)

Eckhart Toile Practising Presence
Group. Drop-in. 7:30p.m. info:
Amrita, 537-2799.
Osho Kundalini Moving
Meditation. Drop-in. 5:30 p.m.lnfo:
Am rita, 537-2799.
Monday Life Drawing.
Every Monday, 3rd floor Core Inn. info:
Jose Campbell, 537-1121.
Bellydance Classes.
Mondays with Liz Redmond at North
End Fitness. 7p.m.
PrOgramming for Gifted,
Talented and Passionate
Learners.
Discussion forum for parents and
educators. GISS. 6:30 p.m.
SS Centre School Open House.
4-6 p.m., with special presentation by
kindergarten teacher Gale Robinson
at 4:30p.m.
Ready- Set- Learn.
Info session for families of pre-school
children. Fulford Elementary. 1p.m.

Gulf Islands online is the Internet gateway
to the Gulf Islands

West African Dance aasses.
Live percussion dance classes. Tuesdays
at Beaver Pt Hall. 6-7:30 p.m. All ages.
SSI Transportation Commission.
Meets at 1-SEA, across from Info Centre
in Ganges. 7-9 p.m.
Toy Library. Free loan of toys for
1-2 week. Tuesdays atSS Elementary
School. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Ready- Set- Learn. info session
for families of pre-school children. SS
Elementary. 1p.m.

Wed.
Feb27
ACTIVITIES

SS Garden Club. Guest speaker is
Ray Beckhurst on hellebores. Meaden
Hall. 7p.m.
OCP Review. Special business
meeting of the SSI Local Trust
Committee. 9a.m. to noon; 1-5 p.m.
Ready- Set- Learn.
Info session for families of pre-school
children. Fernwood Elementary. 1p.m.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Karen Hepp - Sales Representative
Gulf Islands Driftwood
537-9933 extension 214
khepp@gulfislands.net

Check us out at www. gulfislands.net
Gulf Islands Online contains comprehensive
visitor information including:
-attractions
-accommodations guide
-extensive maps
-dining guide
- real estate listings
-calendar of events
-the latest weather information

Urittwootl

Ask about our $99 hotlink special on Gulf Islands Online.
CINEMA

Jut

ARBOUR \~~
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Dinner Speciai$Y9 pm

Sunday - Prime Rib

'

(with all the fixin's 6oz. $15, Boz. $18) . -

Monday - Cheeseburger '

(and fries $4)

Tuesday - Southern
Fried Chicken

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN is a mesmerizing new thriller from Academy Award-winning
filmmakers Joel and Ethan Coen (FARGO), based on the acclaimed·novel by Pulitzer Prizewinning American master, Cormac McCarthy. The time is our own, when rustlers have given
way to drug-runners and small towns have become free-fire zones. Featuring a cast that
includes Academy Award-winner Tommy Lee Jones, Josh Brolin, Javier Bardem &Woody
Harrelson, the story begins when Llewelyn Moss (BROLIN) finds apickup truck surrounded by
asentry of dead men- a load of heroin and two million dollars in cash are still in the back.
When Moss takes the money, he sets off a chain reaction of catastrophic violence that not
even the law- in the person of aging, disillusioned Sheriff Bell (JONES) -can contain. As
Moss tries to evade his pursuers- in particular a mysterious mastermind who flips coins for
human lives (BARDEM) -the film simu~neously strips down the American crime drama
and broadens its concerns to encompass themes as ancient as the Bible, and as bloodily
contemporary as this morning's headlines.

91 H Annual Our Island,
Our World Film Festival
March 7"'-9"', More films than ever! Opening night music & food.

Social Justice Bazaar and more. At GISS and The Fritz. See film guide in
the Driftwood on Feb. 27"' or visit Saltspringmediagroup.com

THRU"1'Y FOODS-~
smiles every day:Ganges, Mouafs Centre ·7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service 537-1522

CABLE TV

• Attention Shaw Cable TV Channel11 viewers- The Daily is your source for stories
reflecting Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island people and places.
The program is about halfan hour in length and repeats continuously during the day and evening
with new stories added daily. On Wed.-lhurs., Feb. 2Q-21, and possibly the weekend, see astor}'
about the Salt Spring Island Conservancy's Stewards in Training program. Next Tues.-Wed., Feb.
26-27, watch the Sa~ Spring A&E report Also tune in for community messages, weather
and news headlines. For further details about community programming, call 537-1335.
EXHIBITIONS

SWEIIISII MATTIIESS & l'lUOWS

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

•Julia Cairns exhibits work inspired by living in Africa at ArtSpring until Thurs., Feb. 21.
Exhibit open daily from 1D-5, and for the Black Umfolosi show on the evening of Feb. 21.
•Cody Conner has an exhibition of work in the ArtSpring lobby through February.
• Salt Spring Coffee Co. staff members Anthony Matthews, Chris Russell, Louise
Goodman, Lou Ellis, Daniel Beckley, Megan Robinson, Gillian McConnell, Sylvie
Cazabon, Amanda Wood, Daniel Mattingly and Matt Haydon are having a group
show in the cafe through February.
• New life drawings by Thomas McPhee are showing at Auntie Pesto's Restaurant.
•Jana's Bake Shop shows new photos from Salt Spring photographer Deb Hagarty.

Tern pur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

+

CHEVROLET
PONTIAC
::S~ICK.

GMC:
~

P E T E R

DEOL

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan

ROB
EASTMAN

HARRISON

Sales & Service 250 746-7131

baUet

ANGELA
KETCH

Body Shop 250 748 4370

www.peterbaljetgm.com

g

Let 20 YeatS on Salt Spring Work For You! •

Pullout
and save!
STATION CBC·CBUT SRC·CBUFT Knowledge
Shaw
4
2
3
ExpressVu
257
120
268
Starchoice
702
354
308

TSN

CH Victoria OMNI BC Global BC

CTVBC

7

9

255

8
251

250

358

336

321

5

6

400
400

+

Cold Case F·1 Numb3rs In
Huntsville: Security
Twins on
Trial

Channel M A-Channel

10
254

Citytv

13

John Cade (250) 537·7547 ROYAlLEP'i:
SALT sPRING-::."~

Your MLS Listing Realtor

CW·KSTW FOX·KCPQ ABC·KOMO NBC·KING PBS·KCTS NewsWorld CBS·KIRO
14
15
16
18
19
20
21

12
256

253

290

288

389

359

382

380

287
379

YTV
22

291

502

289

552

383

390

381

543

Sportsnet

23
407
419

.:
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STATION CBC·CBUT SRC·CBUFT Knowledge
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2
4
3
ExpressVu
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354

TSN

5
400
400

CH Victoria OMNI BC
7
6

Global BC

CTVBC
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People~
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Co

ENVIRONMENT

Business
fair in
Duncan,
Marchi
Environmentally
conscious
businesses invited
to Cowichan fair

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE: Mike Ablitt sel ls this star-gazing telescope at last
Saturday's Central Hall flea market.

GARDEN CLUB

Bloom views blast winter

Ray Beckhurst at
garden meeting

Heavenly Hellebores will
finally be given their due
when the Salt Spring Garden
Club meets next Wednesday
night.
Speaker Ray Beckhurst was
scheduled to do a presentation at last February's meeting,
but the event was cancelled.
Beckhurst developed a
life-long interest searching
for rare and unusual plants
by inheriting his enthusiasm from his parents and
grandparents in Geelong,

about an hour's drive from
Melbourne, Australia.
"After a rather nomadic
life he settled with his family
in the Fraser Valley," notes
a garden club press release.
"It was there about 20 years
ago he remembers seeing
Hellebores in bloom and
says, 'What really knocked
me out was that they flower
in January- having winter blooms was something I
really missed from my days
growing up in Australia."'
Early on in his search for
more Hellebores, Beckhurst
visited Dan Hinkley's Her-

ondswood in Washington
and found a collection of rare
true species and hybrids.
Then he found sources for
seeds in England, Germany,
Australia and the fabulous
"doubles" from Tasmania.
Beckhurst is vice-president of the B.C. Council of
Garden Clubs and will present an exciting slide presentation together with a collection of his plants for sale.
The Feb. 27 meeting begins
at 7 p.m. at Meaden Hall.
Non-members are welcome to attend meetings for
a suggested donation of $5.

SUN NEEDS
YOUR HELP
SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544
Women's Outreach
Services
537-0717 or
toll-free 1-888-537-0717
Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
538-5568

+-

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
538-5569
'Transitior.s' Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

.

----

Sun has been at the
SPCA for more than
7 months now. She
is very affectionate,
friendly, loves other
cats. 3% years old. Sun's only fault is her insecurity in
new situations. It takes her a little bit of good loving &
time to feel relaxed & safe with new people.
Can you help Sun feel loved again?

S

~LT

SPRING

Sheet Metal Ltd.

Environmentally minded
businesses are invited to
participate in an environmental fair in Duncan on
Saturday, March 1.
Set for the Eagles Hall
from lO a.m. to 2 p.m., it's a
chance for business operators to share their wares and
services with the public on
Vancouver Island.
Current environmental
initiatives in the area will
also be highlighted.
The fair is an initiative of
the Cowichan Action on Climate Change group.
Interested business owners should contact Diana at
dianahardacker@telus.net
or 250-246-4463 for details.

* Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults, youth
and families.
* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is
free and confidential.
*Family Place: Rugg Huggers parent and baby (0-16 months)
NEW* Child Minding for Toddlers TOO. drop-in, Fridays 10am 1pm. Information on Drop-ins, special programs and counselling
support 537·9176 or familyplace@sscis.ca
: Dad 'n' Me: Saturdays 8:30am-11 :OOam.
~ Par~nt,C,!lild: Drop-in Wednesday 10am-1pm.
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11 am - 4pm
• The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander@ssics.ca •· ·
• Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 1Oam - 5pm, 349
Rainbow Rd., 537-1200.
• Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4pm to midnight
through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 538-4840
• 24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is
connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

OUTSTANDING"COLLECTION OF
PERSIAN & ORIENTAL :RUGS
.'

.•

.

.

'.

r

j'.

CLASSIC PERSIAN AND ORIENTAL RUGS
'~
IN SILK AND WOOL:
PALACE MESHAD, FINE TABRIZ, SHIRAZ, TRIBAL BALUCH,
SATIN LUSTRE BUKHARA, OLD HERIZ, SAROUK, AGRA,
LARGE SILKS, DESIGNER CHOBI, ONE OF A KIND VILLAGE
RUGS, JAIPURS, MASTER WORK BY RENOWNED ARTISANS,
RUNNERS, SCATER RUGS, OVERSIZED AND MANY LARGE
DINNING LIVING.ROOM SIZES.

lENNOX.
A WHOLE NEW GENERATION OF
• heating • air conditioning
• heat pumps
We are the local dealer for

lENNOX.
Henry Van Unen 538-0100
165 Eaale Ridae Drive

FARMERS INSTITUTE
351 RAINBOW ROAD, SALT SPRING ISLAND
Terms: Cash, Visa, MC, Amex, certified cheques. 15% Buyers
•
premium plus P.S.T & G.S.T. All sales are final. Some items subject tci"'
reserve. For more info, call 604-538-3084. Buckingham Auctions Ltd.
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Attracting Visitors with RairlFest!

Calendar

Wednesday, March 12

Royal LePage

Hastings House has developed a slick
marketing program to celebrate the
rainy season and attract visitors to Salt
Spring Island. This year RainFest will run
from March 14 to May 31. In addition
to special off-season rates, guests will
receive a free Hastings House RainFest
umbrella if it rains during their stay. To
complete their ensemble, customers
can enter a draw to win a pair of Kristin
Shoolbraid hand-painted gumboots
commissioned especially for the festival.
The fun continues in the Hastings
House dining room where a great
line-up of food and drinks inspired by
the season will be on offer; Drenched
Mussels, Duck Soup, Puddled
Lobster, Rafted Venison and Mud Pie
can be accompanied by Cloudy Bay
Chardonnay, a Mudslide or London Fog.
"We are excited about the program and
invite other businesses to rally around
the theme," says Shirley McLaughlin,
Manager of Hastings House. Cute little
RainFest keepsake rubber ducks are
given to anyone who donates $5 to the
Heart & Stroke Foundation ofBC.
Travel destinations need to work
a little harder and be more creative
to attract visitors during non-peak
seasons. In December Mouat's Trading
Co. ran a creative Christmas program
that brought shoppers over from the

Director

The Benefits of Membership

Board

of Directors

President
Mafalda
Hoogerdyk
(250)537-1730

Oceanswest
Insurance Brokers
oceanswest@telus.net

Vzce President Business
Peter McCully
(250)537-9933

Driftwood .Publishing
petermccully@gulfislands.net

Vu:e President
Tourism

David Griffiths
(250)537-5551

Mouat's Trading Company
david@mouatstrading.com

Treasurer

Ann Rlnghelm
(250)537-5571

Harbour House Hotel

Director
John Cade
(250)537-7547

Tim O'Connor
(250)537-4477

Island Star Video/TJ Beans
islandstar@saltspring.com

Director
Margery Moore
(250)537-4400

I-5EA

Director
Marlon Markus
(250)5374911

Markus Business Consulting
marionh.markus~ail.com

Director
Steve Hunt
(250)537-1522
Thrifty Foods

chamber@ssisland.com

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
121 Lower Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, BC VSK 2T1

STAFF
Chamber Managers
Andrea LeBorgne & Gail Sibley

p 537-4223
F 537-4276
chamber@ssisland.com
www.saltspringtourism.com
Open M-F 9-1 & 2-4:00

Part2
Building Your Network. Some
studies estimate that up to 70% of new
business results from word of mouth.
This emphasizes the importance of
making the most out of networking
opportunities. The monthly Chamber
Business Breakfast Club meetings
are just one event you can attend to
"plug into" the network. Making just
three meaningful contacts at such an
event can have lasting positive benefits
for your business. Attending events
regularly sends the message that you
are committed and involved in the
community, your business, and the
Chamber.
Speakers Series. The Chamber has
organized two events to assist you with
marketing and business planning. In
addition to having an opportunity to
hear experts in specific areas, you'll have
a chance to practice your networking.
On Saturday, March 15, from 1:30
to 4:30 p.m. in the ArtSpring Gallery
we welcome speakers from Tourism
BC and Tourism Vancouver Island.
This seminar will help tourism-related
businesses in their planning, marketing
and promotion. The cost for Chamber
membersis$10 ($15fornon-members).
We encourage everyone to take
advantage of this seminar. It will be a
good opportunity to gain some insight
into what BC and Salt Spring can expect
in the industry for 2008.
On Thursday,AprillO, Geoff Affleck, a
local business marketing and planning
expert, ~ guide participants through

What's Up

Board Meeting
3-Spm
Harbour House Hotel

Saturday, March 15
Tourism BC Seminar & Mixer
ArtSpring Gallery
1:30 - 4:30 pm

Wednesday, March 19
Business Breakfast Club ($5)
8-9am
Raven Street Market Cafe
(in Fernwood)

New
Members
Welcome to:
Marcel Kauer of Hastings House has his ducks all in a row.

Outer Islands via Gulf Islands Water Taxi. long, we know this; we just need to get
David Griffiths is VP ofTourism for the the word out to visitors so they can
SSI Chamber of Commerce. Part of his experience it for themselves."
mandate is to lead the development of
David invites you to contact him at
off-season programs.
537-5551 with ideas for promoting Salt
"Salt Spring is a magical place all year Spring Island in the off-season.

an interactive workshop on "Igniting
Your Business". Whether you are starting
a new business, or are looking to grow
or change things, this session is sure to
provide inspiration to move forward.
The event will be held at the Harbour
House Hotel from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The
cost is $10 for Chamber members ($15
for non-members).
Pre-registration and payment is
required for both sessions. Contact
Gail or Andrea at the Chamber office
537-4223 or chamber@ssisland.com to
reserve your spot.
Chamber Online Calendar
The Chamber website has a built-in
calendar of events that is designed so
locals and visitors can see what is coming
up on Salt Spring Island. Anyone can
complete the online form to add their
business or community event to the
calendar. We are hoping more people
will use it both to submit their events
and to check for upcoming events.

Knowing what is coming up will help
local business staff-up for big events
and/ or offer services.
Gail and Andrea review calendar
submissions regularly and add them
to the calendar. Next time you are
planning an event, special sale, soccer
weekend or festival please remember
to put it on the Chamber Calendar at
www.saltspringtourism.com.
"If You Build It They Will Come!'
The Visitor Information Centre is a
busy place these days with numerous
locals and visitors dropping in to find
out more about the new bus service.
Some calls have even come in from
residents of Duncan and Crofton who
are looking forward to an opportunity
to poke around Ganges for a few hours
without having to take their car on
the ferry. Schedules for service to the
three ferry terminals and downtown
Ganges are available on the buses, at
ticket agents, as well as at the Visitor Info

Benjamin Moore & More
Elements Home & Design
Gulf Island Generators
Serendipity Studio at
Willowcrest Farm
Steps to the Sea Guest House
Thinking of joining the
Chamber? If you are
interested in the benefits
of being a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, drop
by the office and speak with
Gail or Andrea.

Visitor

Info Centre

The Visitor Centre is planning
forthe next Volunteer Training
course. If you are interested
in a volunteer opportunity
where you get to meet"
people and talk about where
you live, drop by the Visitor
Centre soon.

r.

Chamber Week- February 18 to 22,2008
Chamber of Commerce week is a
good opportunity to remind people
about the role that Chambers of
Commerce have in communities
across the country. In addition to
providing services to members,
Chambers act as a liaison within
the community for events and
information exchange and we team
up with other Chambers and business

associations to work with various
government bodies to find solutions
to issues which negatively affect our
businesses and community.
Chamber of Commerce Week is a
celebration of the individuals who
make our communities such special
places to live, work and invest.
We thank you for your continued
support.

Did You

· Know •••

Many Chamber Members
and other local businesses
have been mentioned
favourably in an article
on Salt Spring in Out in
Canada.To read the article
go to www.outincanada.ca/
node/163

Many
Thanks to
The Oystercatcher for
hosting the January Business
Breakfast Club.

Friends of the SSI Public Library Association
Final(?) Annual General Meeting
When: Thursday, February 28th, 2008, at 4:00PM
Where: Lower Hall, United Church of Ganges

AGENDA
-

Design & Build IIIE~==
Custom houses, additions and renovations

1. Adoption of the Minutes of the last AGM
2. Report of the SecretaryfTreasurer (Pat Byrne)
3. Report of the Chair (Stan Shapiro) "Blending Back into the Library"

4. Directors' Motion Regarding the Dissolution of the Friends

RoNALD BESLEY

Photo solution by John Cameron
email:jc@johncameron.ca
website:johncameron.ca
phone: 537.5830

Lrc:.#29029

Te:L: 250.537.8885
EMAIL: RBESLEV@TELUS.NET

[rn rn rn
I morn

"Be it resolved that the Friends of the Salt Spring Island Public Library
Association be dissolved and all its assets turned over to the Salt Spring
Island Public Library Association"
5. Guest Speaker: Marilyn Ming, Chief Librarian, SSI Public Library
"Your Library, Building--in Every Way-- for the Future"
(Memberships for 2008 can be renewed or tak'en out at the meeting since only
members in good standing can vote but no dues will be collected.)

+

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

I

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2008

I

A 1 :i

PEOPLE & COMMUNITY

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
/l:~J\

Salt Spring's Val Gyves- a
descendant of the pioneering Gyves family- celebrated her 90th birthday with a
gathering at the Lions Hall
Friday afternoon.
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PET CONTROL

Prolific kitties aparamount problem
Cat adoptions
needed to meet
coming Aood
BY AMY GEDDES
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Kittens are cute. But when
they arrive by the box-full
at the BCSPCA, things can
get ugly.
Some people think allowing children to witness the
miracle of a litter of kittens
being born can offer them a
lasting image of one of life's
most poignant moments.
But when unwanted kittens end up discarded in
dumpsters, dropped off at
highway sides and diseased
from malnutrition, "the only
thing parents are teaching
their children," says Jena
Peori from the Salt Spring
BCSPCA, "is how to create a
social problem."
Pet overpopulation
reaches its peak during the
spring, flooding .the BCSPCA with more pets, kittens
in particular, than they can
handle.
Twenty-four kittens

arrived in one day during
July oflast year, says PearL
Kittens come to the Salt
Spring branch as entire litters - having either been
abandoned or dropped off
by owners not knowing what
to do with them.
Stray kittens are susceptible to ring worm, respiratory diseases and leukemia.
Sick kittens, at times, end up
being euthanized if no one
is available fo nurse them
back to health.
According to the BCSPCA, between Jan. 1, 2007
and Dec. 31, 2007, the Salt
Spring Island branch did not
eutharize any ca_ts or kittens due to a lack of space.
But four cats and two kittens
were euthanized due to illness or injury.
Despite the relatively rare
occurrences of euthanasia,
one of the key problems,
Peori said, is that when
adoption centres have an
overabundance of kittens,
adult cats go unnoticed and
are rarely adopted.
"Everyone wants kittens,"
said Peori, as she nuzzled
with Chloe, an eight-year-

NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT

NOTICE
FLUSHING OF
WATERMAINS

FLUSIITNG OFWATERMAINS WILL BE
CARRIED OUT IN THE DISTRICT ON
TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS
AND FRIDAYSMARCH 4- APRIL 30, 2008

+

Short periods of low pressure and discoloration of water
can be expected between these dates. Consumers are
warned to be on alert for discolored water, especially
before using washing machines, dishwashers and other
applicances.
Commercial establishments such as laundromats,
restaurants and beauty salons will receive advance
warning of flushing in their vicinity if a request for such
notification is received by the District. Please contact the
NSSWD at 537-9902.

old cat who was sunning
herself in a window near the
reception desk.
"People have to get over
the idea that it's educational
for their children to see the
family cat give birth," she
said, pointing to a sign near
the front desk that reads,
"there is nothing educational about cat overpopulation." Families who adhere
to this belief, in Peori's experience, allow their cats to
go without being spayed or
neutered in hopeful anticipation of a pregnancy.
Cathy Cronin, manager
of the Gulf Islands Vet Clinic, explained that another
reason to get a female cat
spayed is because they are

induced ovulators. When
they go into heat, they stay in
heat until they get pregnant,
something she said owners
find annoying because cats
are agitated and meow constantly while in heat.
With spring births just
around the corner, Peori
stresses the importance of
getting adult cats spayed or
neutered now. ·
The Gulf Islands Vet Clinic
charges $109 for a spay and
$63 for a neuter - something Peori would like to
point out is "much cheaper
than bringing up a litter of
kittens."
The BCSPCA offers a subsidy plan for low-income pet
owners.

Free Scrap Car Removal
Loose metal & appliance drop off
Will pick up. Call for estimates
Sorry, no fridges or freezers
Cash for non-ferrous metals

Toll free: 1-866-548-8335

~~

About to list your
house for sale?
Times have changed and so have the real estate companies and
their business models.
Today's buyers use the Internet to search for their new home.
Primarily they use the Multiple Listing Service web site mls.ca.This
has empowered the buyers and put them in the driver's seat.

One Percent Realty is a company that has a very simple
business model: low overhead and low fees charged to their agents.
The low overhead is passed on to consumers in the way of low
commissions. The sellers still get full MLS® listings, signs, open houses,
local advertising, lock boxes, etc ...
Compare commissions charged. One Percent charges a
commission of $5000 plus a $800 disbursement fee +gst for houses
up to $500,000. For houses over $500,000 it is I% plus the $800
disbursement fee +gst.The commission is shared between the
buying and or selling REALTORS®.
This is an example. There are no standard commissions. All real
estate companies are free to set their own rate. If an agent charges
7% on the first $100,000 and 3% on the balance for selling a
$500,000 home the commission would be $19,000 +gst = $19,950.
If you listed with One Percent Realty the commission would be
$5,800 + gst = $6,090. The savings would be $13,860.Think
of the savings like this. If you earn $25 per hour it would take a
staggering 554.4 hours - more than 3 months of work to make that
much.

RENOWERKS

•Bathrooms • Basements • Kitchens • Theatre Rooms • Doors • Windows

Phone: 537-4513 Cell538-7175 email: renowerk@telus.net
_,. . e.::
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The big myth "If I list with One Percent the other agents won't
show my house". The reality is other REALTORS® on Salt Spring
do show my listings. Overall 70% of One Percent listings are sold
by other agents. The first listing sold by One Percent on Salt Spring
was sold through another agent working for another brokerage.
The buyers see what they want to see. Buyers have access to all the
MLS® listings.
Scott Simmons is proud to be the Salt Spring REALTOR® for
One Percent Realty Vancouver Island.
If you would like to talk to me about selling your Salt Spring
house call me direct at 538-8316, and let's work out a plan of
action. Let me show you my existing internet marketing system that
enhances the MLS.

Scott Simmons @ 250-538-8316
saltspring@yahoo.com
www.escapetosaltspring.com
FULL-TIME SALT SPRING RESIDENT FOR 7 YEARS

In no case can the District accept responsibility for any

claims arising out of the use of discolored water.

---~

Salt Spring agent for

One Percent Realty Vancouver Island
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SLIPCOVERS
#6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.
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Madge Kimball's life immortalized in library display
Long-time Salt Spring resident and World
Poetry Lifetime Achievement Award winner Madge Kimball will be honoured with a
special memorial display at the Vancouver
Public Library this month.
Kimball, who passed away last year, "is

~
lsfandsTrust

deeply missed by World Poetry and also her
family," states a recent press release.
A glass display case found in the library's
literature section will house a small memorial honouring her life as a musician, poet,
writer and teacher.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST
COMMITTEE

Proposed Bylaw No. 432

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will hold
a public hearing concerning Proposed Bylaw No. 432, for the purpose of allowing
the public to make representations to the Local Trust Committee respecting
matters contained therein. At the public hearing, all persons who believe that
their interest in property is affected by the proposed bylaw shall be afforded a
reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions.
DATE:
LOCATION:
TIME:

1.

Wednesday, March 5, 2008
ArtSprlng, 100 Jackson Avenue, Salt Spring Island
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM - Public Information Session
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM - Public Hearing

Proposed Bylaw No. 432, cited as "Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw,
1999, Amendment No. 3, 2007".
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 432 is to amend Salt
Spring Island Land Use Bylaw No. 355 as follows:
a. by creating a new Rural Zone Variation (I)- R(l);
b. by restricting the maximum number of lots in the area zoned R(l) to 2,
and the minimum area of any lot created by subdivision to 0.6 ha;
c. by creating a new Agriculture 1 Zone Variation (e)- A 1(e);
d. by restricting the maximum number of lots in the area zoned A 1(e) to 1,
and the minimum area of any lot created by subdivision to 6. 7 ha;
e. by changing the zoning of That Part of Section 14, Range 1, South
Salt Spring Island, Cowichan District, Lying South Westerly of Fulford
Harbour, Except Parts in Plans 6456, 1463R and 36338, from Rural
Zone - (R) to Rural Zone Variation (I) - R(l), from Rural Zone - (R) to
Agriculture 1 Zone Variation (e)- A 1(e), from Agriculture 1 Zone- (A 1)
to Rural Zone Variation (I) - R(l), and from Agriculture 1 Zone - (A 1)
to Agriculture 1 Zone Variation (e)- A1(e), as shown on the following
sketch plan.
Plan No. 1 - Proposed Bylaw No. 432

Kimball shares the display with the 2008
Lifetime Achievement Award winners along
with many enviro-poems contributed by the
public for the 7th Annual World Poetry Gala
taking place on Feb. 29.
Seventeen World Poetry volunteers are

working at the Create a Poem for the Environment table from Feb. 1-29.
World Poetry invites local poets to contribute
poems about the environment for the display
and possible inclusion ill an anthology. Poems
should be sent to ariadnes@uniserve.com.

HEALTH

Course: homeopathy at home
Classes run for three
Tuesday evenings
Local herbalist and
homeopath Jamie Capranos
is offering a class entitled
Homeopathy at Home, taking place on three consecutive Tuesday evenings in
March.
The workshop is geared
toward anyone with the
desire to learn about how to
apply this non-toxic, timetested form of natural medicine to aid their friends,
families and themselves.
"Homeopathy is a natural
form of medicine practiced
by over 25 per cent of physicians in France and an even
higher percentage in Germany," explains a press release.
Homeopathic remedies are
naturally derived from plant

and mineral essences which
stimulate the immune system and energy body, speeding recovery time and the
overall ability to heal. Participants will have the opportunity to have their questions answered by a skilled
practitioner and will be able
to develop the confidence
and knowledge required
to successfully treat minor
ailments and first aid situations themselves.
"Each individual will
learn how to apply the correct potency, dose, learn
which remedies to have in
their home remedy kit and
be taught the basic principles of homeopathy which
will allow them to come
away with a fundamental
understanding of this powerful system of medicine.
High quality home remedy
EARN

ii

HERITAGE
INVESTMENT
PROPERTIES

WWW.HIPTRUST.COM

MICHAEL
BISHOP

778.384.5597

12%

ANNUAL
INTEREST
ON YOUR PRINCIPAL INVESTMENT
-No hidden fees or charges.
-Secured by valuable real
estate property.
• Paid monthly - direct or back in
your investment account.
- RRSP/RRIF eligible.

kits will be available to purchase."
Capranos, who will instruct
the class, "has become a wellloved community resource
working out of Natureworks
health food store for over
five years," describes press
material. "Along with helping
people select natural alternatives to support their quality of life, she has a passion
to empower and educate
people to take their health in
their own hands and believes
everyone should have the
basic knowledge to treat
minor conditions at home."
Capranos explains,
"Women in particular have
been healing their families
for generations. While these
traditions being passed down
generation to generation have
been lost within the family
unit, it's essential that those
who do dedicate their passions to the fine art of healing
share this wisdom."
The classes, held on three
Tuesdays - March 4, 11
and 18 - will take place at
the Green Raven Centre for
Mind, Body and Spirit, at
298 Blackburn Road from
7-9p.m.
Cost is $60 and pre-registration is required as space
is limited.
Contact Capranos at 5370602 to register.
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(Sports Schedule)
2008 BASEBALL REGISTRATION
at SPORTS TRADERS
Saturday, February 16, February 23 and M_a rch 1
10 am- 2 pm

"

Must bring photocopy of birth certificate
Copies of the proposed bylaw, and any background material that may be
considered by the Local Trust Committee, may be inspected at the Islands Trust
'Office, 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, between the hours of
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding statutory holidays,
commencing Monday, February 18, 2008 and up to and including Tuesday, March
4, 2008 at 4:30 PM. Proposed Bylaw No. 432 may also be viewed on the Islands
Trust website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

ASOLO VOYAGER XCR HIKING BOOT
•crafted with suede & cordura upper •waterproof & breathable gore-lex lining
*Vibram off-road outsoles lor all-terrain traction *Extremely durable &
exceptionally comfortable *This boots up to every outdoor challenge!

Enquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to Planner Alison Fox, at (250)
405-5194, or to the Islands Trust at (250) 537-9144. For Toll Free access, request a
transfer to the Islands Trust via Enquiry BC: in Vancouver at 660-2421, and elsewhere
in BC at 1-800-663-7867. Written submissions may be delivered as follows:
1.

2.

By mail to the Islands Trust at 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring
Island, BC, V8K 2N8; by Fax to (250) 537-9116; or online at the Islands
Trust website via the following URL: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/
ss/meetings.cfm by completing the Public Hearing, March 5, 2008
Submission Form before 4:30 PM on Tuesday, March 4, 2008.
To the Local Trust Committee at the Public Hearing.

Email comments should not be considered as complying with the requirements
of this notice. The Islands Trust does not guarantee that any email comment will
be received by the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee. Reasonable efforts
will be made to provide email comments, if they are opened and received, to the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee for consideration, but the public should
not rely on email as a means of providing a written comment.
All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in
response to this notice will also be available for public review.
NO REPRESENTATIONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BYLAW WILL BE
RECEIVED BY THE SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.
Pauline Brazier
Deputy Secretary

,,. Scrap Car Removal
Loose metal &appliance drop
Will pick up. Call for estimates
Sorry, no fridges or freezers

Cash for non-ferrous metals:
Aluminum
Copper
Brass
Lead
Stainless Steel
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Girls Scorpions
off to Islands
squads qualify

ELITE AWARD: Salt Spring Island squash athlete Kristen
Iverson receives a 2008 Premier's Athletic Award from Premier
Gordon Campbell at an awards ceremony held at the Hyatt
Regency Vancouver on Feb. 11. Iverson was honoured for a
second-place finish at the 2007 B.C. junior championships, a
bronze medal at the 2007 Canada Winter Games, bronze at
the 2006 Canadian Junior Open Squash Championships and
an Athlete of the Week profile by Team BC VOICE.
GISS BASKETBALL

Challenge match
to decide boys fate
Boys taking long
road tO finals
The Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS) senior
boys basketball team
received a second chance to
make the Vancouver Island
championships yesterday
after a disappointing performance at the south island
championships.
The boys finished their
weekend trip in fifth position with a 2-2 record.
In a Monday-afternoon
interview, Scorpions' point
guard Bob Byron said he
was upset the team couldn't
clinch a spot in the finals,
but believes the team's
hopes for the next round
remain alive.
"I believe we are a better
team, but just didn't show
up," Byron said.
The Scorpions got off to

a rough start, dropping an
early match against underdog St. Michael's secondary
by two points.
The team pulled off
a 12-point victory over
Shawnigan Lake to
remain in the hunt for
a spot in the finals, but
lost by 18 to top-seeded
Esquimalt.
A 57-51 victory against
Edward Milne lined up a
Tuesday-evening winnertake-all challenge match in
Cedar.
Scores from Tuesday's
game were not available as it
began after the Driftwood's
afternoon deadline.
"We haven't played them
all season. They seem like
a decent team who can
pull off an upset," Byron
said.
"I think we have to believe
in ourselves and believe in
each other."

Looking for a creative way to
save on property taxes?
Interested in protecting your
piece of Gulf Island paradise?

+

The Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program
(NAPTEP) offers island landowners in the Capital
and Sunshine Coast Regional Districts up to a 65%
exemption on their property taxes.
We've recently made changes to the program to serve
you better. Take a fresh look today!
For more information

www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.cfm
250.405.5186 (toll free 800.663.7867)
itfmail@islandstrust.bc.ca
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Natural Area Protection
Tax Exemption Program

Helping Gulf Island landowners protect our natural heritage

Gulf Islands Secondary
School (GISS) girls basketball teams are "one" and
"two" going into the Vancouver Island championships this weekend.
The Scorpions junior girls
squad took first place in
the mid-island championships last weekend, while
the senior girls lost a tightly
contested final to take second place.
Both teams head to the
island-wide championship
event this weekend, with
the senior team hoping to
secure a berth in the provincial championships. (Junior
teams do not advance.)
After taking first place in
the mid-island league, the
junior girls received a bye
for their first match Thursday and went on to beat
Brentwood by 14 points on
Friday. They also easily took
the final against Cowichan
on Saturday.
High scorer Friday was
Sierra Lundy, while Kirsty
Girard and Kai Fishleigh tied
for top scoring honours on
Saturday.
Coach Judy Raddysh also
praised the "exceptional
defence" played by posts
Ashley Kilbourn and Megan
Jarman.
The junior girls play AAA
Claremont this Thursday at
6 p.m. in their first match in
the island championships.
The event takes place at
Cowichan high in Duncan.
The senior girls Scorpions
stormed into the north-island championships Thursday, crushing Ladysmith
in their first match by 30
points.
"We played awesome
defence," said coach Tony
Mason. "We had balanced
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Junior and senior

rconut\1\T LV, LUUO 1 1\ 1-!f

Salt Spring has SHEEP. ..
but we have
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scoring and I was very happy
with how we played."
The Scorpions also won
the semi-final, beating Mark
Isfeld 50-34 in a "scrappy"
game.
"Our girls defended well,
but were a bit sloppy on
offence," Mason said. "We
did not play our best basketball, but did enough to get
the win."
In a "fiercely contested"
final game Saturday, the girls
bowed to Woodlands 58-54.
The lead changed several
times throughout the match
and the game was tied with
three minutes to play.
"Our offence struggled at
times during the game, and
we were unable to come up
with the big play when we
needed it."
The second-place finish
puts the team in third seed
at the island tournament
this weekend. The girls' first
game is Thursday against St.
Michael's University School.

537-5555

PLUS

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915

~CFerries

Winter Hours
Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour) Swartz Bay Departures
CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR lATEST SCHEDULES
SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - MARCH 31, 2008

DEPART FULFORD HARBOUR

6:15am
7:50 am Daily except Sunday
9:50am
11:50 am
1:50pm
3:50pm
5:50pm
7:50pm

DEPART SWARTZ BAY

7:00 am Daily except Sunday
9:00am
11:00 am
1:00pm
3:00pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm

PATTERSON
MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915
"SHEEP" ISLAND FUEL· we're still the "sheepist!"
· · ~- ISLAND MADE -'
• Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese
• Homemade SS Gelato • Baked goods from Embe & Barb's Buns
• Southend locally made Fruitsicles
Winter hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 6 pm I Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
Closed Sundays & statutory holidays

SSI Minor Baseball

Regis!~!Tr~~w!
Saturdays, Feb. 16, 23 & Mar. 1
10 am· 2 pm
Registration forms can be dropped at
Sports Traders during the months of
February and March

CHEQUES ONLY PLEASE

YEAR
2008
SEASON
starts
April12

DIVISION

AGE

COST

T-Ball ........................ 5-6 .................. $35 ............ $40
Tadpole .................... 7-8 .................. $45 ............ $40
Mosquito ................. 9-1 0................. $55 ............ $40
Pee Wee ................ 11-12 ................ $85 ............ $40
Bantam .................. 13-14 ................ $85 ............ $40
Midget... ................. 15-17 ................ $85 ............ $40
Girls Softball .............. -.................... $85 ............ $40

ANYONE INTERESTED IN COACHING CONTACT BLAINE 537-1233
If volunteering as coach or executive (once accepted) ...
Youth registration will be 1/2 price.
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SPORTS & RECREATION
For gallery hours,
please call.
Adults only please.

Rona Robbins
Purveyor of finf lfddif5
Suite 5A,
121 McPhillips Ave.

•

Tel: 538-0964
Toll Free: 1-877-538-0964
Fax: 538-0974
Email: shirequeenl@aol.com

• Hydraulic hoses
• Complete automotive repairs
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection

HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS
427 Fulford·Ganges Rd. • 537·4559 • Mon. ·Fri. 8·5

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WINNING MOVES: Members of the Sa lt Spring Gym nastics Association display their ribbons and medals following the
first meet of the season, held la st weekend in Com ox. The gymnastics group is up and ru nning with a special thanks to the
Salt Spring Foundation, which supplied a grant to upgrade some of its equipment.

MEN'S SOCCER

WOMEN'S SOCCER

FC prepare for season finale

Juan de Fuca
cherry pickers
sttm Dragons

Aim to end a "dismal" year
on a high note
With the curtain all but closed on a
season of near misses and injuries, Salt
Spring FC players hope to close out their
2007-08 season with a win in the Cowichan Valley.
Salt Spring FC dropped to 2-11-3 following
a weekend loss against fourth-place Sooke
(7 -6-3) at The Log on Vancouver Island.

Jeremy Morrison scored the team's lone
goal in the 4-1loss.
The defeat puts Salt Spring FC in secondto-last position in the Vancouver Island Soccer League's first division, only two points
ahead of the cellar-dwelling Lakehill team.
A victory against Cowichan Sussex on
March 1 would not only lift players' morale,
but guarantee the team wouldn't finish the
season in last position.
Cowichan Sussex (5-7 -2) is in eighth spot
with 17 points.

Bridge players make 'February faces'
BRIDGETRICKS

• General Family Dentistry
• Orthodontics
• Check-ups and Cleaning

•Wh~e Fdlings

• DENTAL IMPLANTS

To replace missing teeth
or to stabilize dentures

• Crown and Bridge
• Veneers
• Teeth Whitening
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Good morrow, Benedick.
Why, what's the matter;
That you have such a
February face,
So full offrost, of storm
and cloudiness?
-William Shakespeare,
Much Ado About Nothing
February 4 was a strange
one. There were five full
tables of hopefuls but
the hands had strange distributions - repeatedly, one
partner would have a lovely
long suit but the other one
would have a void or a singleton in it, leading to many
February faces. And strangest of all, there were two ties
for the winning spots.

Getting . the same high
score were Zelly Taylor and
Ian Thomas as well as Sandy
Thompson and Prem Margolese. The next highest
score was shared by Hilde
Dieterich and Blanche
Poborsa, with George and
Flo Laundry getting the
identical number of points.
On February 11 there
were again signs of frost,
storm and cloudiness in the
Salt Spring Seniors' hall as
players at the five and a half
tables confidently made

their bids and ignominiously went down time after
time. Those who weathered the weather and had
defensive play pay off were
Flo and George Laundry in
first place, with Irene Hawksworth and Jill Evans one
point behind. Prem Margolese and Sandy Thompson were third and the rest
were left hoping for better
luck next time. Cheer up,
Benedick!
If you are interested in
joining this group of duplicate bridge fans, please contact George Laundry at 6359095 or email pastorale@
shaw. ca.

***MILLION $$$ VIEW***

*PRIVATE setting, 3.5 Acres.
*Fabulous SUNSETS, warm sunny exposure.
*Develop your own CUSTOM HOME in an area of
high end Residential dwellings.

Saturday, March 1 - 8:00 pm

tix$15-$18

Offered for just HALF the VALUE
@$489,000 + gst MU240624

available at ArtSprfng, Acoustic
Planet Music and at the door
-
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Players confident
ahead of
Shergold Cup
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Salt Spring Dragons
don't plan to let a weekend loss
block their way to the Stephanie Shergold Cup when action
begins this Sunday afternoon.
Sunday's 3-1 defeat
against second-place Juan
de Fuca (9-3-2) m eans the
Dragons (7-3-4) will have to
remain satisfied with third
spot in the Lower Vancouver
Island Womens Soccer Association's highly competitive
third division.
A dominant Juan de Fuca
offence was quick off the
mark, scoring three goals in
the game's opening 15 minutes. The three breakaway
goals left Dragons' keeper
Kym Bellavance backed up in
the net with next to no chance
of preventing the onslaught.
An offside call made by the
game's linesman on the first
goal was overruled by the
match referee.
Once defenders adapted
to Juan de Fuca's offensive
strategy, the game changed
back to its usual rhythm, said
player Joanne O'Connor.
The Dragons made things
interesting with a goal by
Lorna Walde 30 minutes
into the game.
Salt Spring then held their
own during the second half.
The play featured moments of
offensive brilliance, including
great efforts by Cheryle Johnson and Tami Benoit.
While the loss is disappointing, especially after the
previous week's victory over
the formerly undefeated Bays
United squad, players are
optimistic about their chances in the Stephanie Shergold
Cup.
The Dragons host Gorge
FC at Portlock Park on Sunday, Feb. 24 at 12 p.m. in the
first of three scheduled cup
games.
.
The team's regular season
wraps up at the lower high
school field against Cordova
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