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ISLANDS TRUST 

Trustees 
scrap 
land use 
proposal 
Neighbours 

express resounding 

opposition 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOO D STA FF 

A Rainbow Road scrap-yard 
owner attempting to legalize 
his operation by applying for 
a temporary use permit (TUP) 
will be forced to close down his 
business after trustees denied 
his request last Thursday. 

"I can't support something 
that is going on that is not per
mitted. Every rural-residen
tial property could just start 
up something similar," said 
Kim Benson, chair of the Salt 
Spring Island Local Trust Com
mittee, during the meeting at 
ArtSpring. "It is very rare to see 

PHOTOBYDERRICKLUNDY every neighbour under the Sun 

HEART WEEK: Stephanie McMahon helps decorate Pomodoro Restaurant for Valentine's Day. 

RAINFOREST CAMPAIGN 

Vancouver kids rally for the rainforest 
Meanwhile, neighbour issues $200,000 challenge to 
property owner to make purchase succeed. 

up to that point were related to rainforests in 
South America. I think the kids were surprised 
that this was happening in B.C." 

Armed with signs that read "Save the Salt 
Spring Rainforest," with parents in tow carrying 
baked goods and hot chocolate, the kids set up a 
donation table in the school hallway. 

BY AMY GEDDES AND 
GAIL SJUBERG 
DR IFT WOOD STAFF 

With a Feb. 29 fundraising deadline now just 
around the corner, the Save Salt Spring Rainfor
est campaign received a welcome boost from 
across the strait last week. 

"The forest has been around for thousands of 
years and if it is destroyed, it's gone. You can't 
just buy it back in some store," said Steven Yan, 
a Grade 4-5 class student at General Gordon 
Elementary School in Vancouver. 

His classmates and parents put on a fundrais
ing blitz at their school and raised $250 in three 

INSERTS 

days for the Creekside land purchase fund. 
The class was moved to action by a Vancouver 

Sun news story titled "Rainforest deadline Feb. 
29" that a student brought to school for the 
"rainforest news" board. 

According to one of their teachers, Robin 
Parr, the students rallied together for the 
Creekside appeal because they believe a rain
forest so close to home is something worth 
saving. 

"When we read the article about the Salt Spring 
rainforest the kids got very excited because it 
was exactly what we had been learning about in 
class and it was so close. Most of our discussions 

Parr said that one of her objectives with the 
rainforest studies unit was to make the students 
aware of the world around them and give them 
tools to be good global citizens. 

"They truly feel they can make a difference. 
They feel empowered," she said. 

Student Emma Laviolette said the money
raising activity taught her that "one person or a 
small group can do great things." 

Taylor Young said he learned, "If you tell 
CREEKSIDE CAMPAIGN continued on A2 
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express so much opposition. 
When you get something that's 
this far out of people's accept
ability, there's really no way 
we can consider issuance for 
a permit." 

While trustees supported the 
need for John Quesnel's metal 
recycling service on the island, 
they deemed the activity an 
inappropriate use on property 
zoned rural-residential. 

According to figures Quesnel 
presented at the meeting, his 
facility recycled 2.15 million 
pounds of steel in 2007, includ
ing the disposal of 1,500 der
elict vehicles. Materials were 
later trucked to a Vancouver 
Island facility. 

"That's one heck of a lot of 
action and would really bother 
me if lived in the neighbour
hood and we have clear evi
dencethatitis bothering them," 
said trustee George Ehring. 

SCRAP YARD continued on A2 
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Kids' funds rna 
CREEKSIDE 
continued from A 1 

someone something it can 
grow when other people get 
involved." 

Rainforest appeal coordi
nator Maureen Moore was 
thrilled with the class' con
tribution and hopes that 
- "fingers crossed" - if 
Creekside is purchased by 
The Land Conservancy of 
B.C. (TLC), that Parr's class 
members will be able to 
visit to see what they helped 
save. 

CALL GAIL, SEAN OR AMY IF YOU 
SEE NEWS HAPPENING - 250-537-9933 
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SAVINGS EVENT 

Their $250, she said, may 
help to save part of a cedar 
tree that was used by First 
Nations people hundreds 
of years ago - a culturally 
significant find on the 7.8-
hectare (19.46-acre) prop
erty off Creekside Drive near 
Beddis Beach. 

In other Creekside cam
paign news, a gala fund
raising dinner is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 16 at the 
Salt Spring Island Golf and 
Country Club. Guest speak
er is lana Campagnolo, for
mer Lieutenant-Governor 
of B.C., and honorary presi
dent of TLC. Arthur Black is 
the master of ceremonies 
for the four-course gourmet 
winemakers dinner pre-

Students in Robin Parr's rainforest-theme classroom collected $250 to save the Creekside 
land on Salt Spring. 

pared by Myles Ferryman 
and Jesse Blanchette, and 
featuring Godrey Brownell 
Vineyards wines. 

ed in a challenge issued by 
neighbouring landowner 
Brian Milne. Through a let
ter to the editor on Page All 
of this week's paper, Milne is 
offering to donate $200,000 
to the fund if the proper
ty's "anonymous" corpo
rate owner drops its asking 
price by $200,000- in effect 
donating the same amount 
to the campaign. 

The Save Salt Spring Rain
forest Appeal already has 
pledges and funds in excess 
of $600,000. The property 
purchase price is $975,000, 
with extra funds needed for 
legal and associated costs. 

Take advantage of powerful savings 
on these select Honda generators~ 

·.~··< "(-·· i' 
5899: 

Reservations for the $100-
per-plate gala should be 
made through the TLC at 
250-383-4627. 

As well, a back-and-forth 
"discussion" about Lot 23 
issues in the Driftwood's 
opinion section has result-

To donate, call Moore at 
538-1732, the TLC at 250-
383-4627 or visit the website 
at www.savesaltspringrain
forest. com. 
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Trustees turn down scrap yard proposal 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment l.td. 

FEBRUARY 
13 02:09 2.3 7.5 17 04:07 3.4 11.2 
WE 08:29 3.4 11.2 su 08:55 3.1 10.2 

16:13 0.8 2.6 11:34 3.1 10.2 
20:11 0.4 1.3 

14 0039 2.8 9.2 
TH 03:00 2.7 8.9 18 04:44 3.4 11.2 

08:54 3.4 11.2 MO 09:43 2.9 9.5 
17:11 0.7 2.3 12:58 3.1 10.2 

15 02:27 3.1 10.2 
21 :02 0.4 1.3 

FR 04:33 3.0 9.8 19 05:15 3.4 11.2 
09:25 3.3 10.8 TU 10:21 2.7 8.9 
18:12 0.5 1.6 14:14 3.0 9.8 

21:48 0.5 1.6 
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SCRAP YARD 
continued from A 1 

"I would further suggest that staff 
now engage in enforcement to prevent 
this activity from carrying on," he said. 

After operating on the site for 11 
years, John Quesnel sought to "legiti
mize" his business by obtaining a TUP, 
according to a staff report prepared by 
the Islands Trust. The two-year permit 
would have potentially enabled the 
development of a full-fledged solid 
waste transfer station on the 440 Rain
bow Road property. 

Quesnel said he recognized the 
crushing of vehicles is noisy, but 
assured neighbours and trustees he 
had made every effort to operate in a 
"clean and socially responsible man
ner." He presented trustees with a peti
tion, expressing support from 200 cli
ents who have used his service. 

Trustees encouraged Quesnel to 

FERRIES 

work with the Islands Trust to find 
another location or develop a rezoning 
application for the property, but told 
Quesnel a continuation of "industrial 
activities" on the property is out of the 
question. 

"Given that Mr. Quesnel has been 
essentially operating there illegally, I 
think a lot of the comments or sug
gestions he made are irrelevant," said 
trustee Peter Lamb. "This is a small lot 
not zoned for this activity and I don't 
think this is the place for this." 

Prior to their decision, trustees spent 
more than an hour listening to neigh
bours' concerns about expanding the 
facility. 

Traffic congestion, toxic runoff and 
increased noise were among the issues 
raised. Speakers called on trustees to 
demonstrate their "preserve and pro
tect" mandate was more than a feel
good slogan. 

"To allow such a business in what 

is a long-settled quiet rural neigbour
hood is completely unacceptable and 
would be a total abdication of the 
Trust's mandate to preserve and pro
tect," said Andrew Gardner, a Pallot 
Way resident who helped mobilize 
neighbourhood opposition to the 
proposal last month. 

"Perhaps the trustees will see this for 
what it is, nothing more than a cyni
cal exploitation of their difficulties in 
properly enforcing land-use bylaws," 
he added. 

One speaker compared the sound 
of twisting metal to finger nails on a 
chalkboard and suggested the ground
shaking activity was reminiscent of 
the blitzkrieg bombing campaigns of 
World War II . 

Neighbours' complaints became 
so impassioned at one point in the 
discussion that Benson suggested the 
meeting be adjourned until cooler 
heads prevailed. 

Are you living on income, 
from your investments? · 
Are they tax efficient? 
Call a trusted local Professional Opposition critic hears ferries concerns 

Islanders invited to share 

their ferry qualms 
North Coast MLA Gary Coons will be 

visiting Salt Spring on Sunday, Feb. 17 
in his role as the opposition critic for 
ferries. 

The public is invited to ArtSpring 

from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. to meet Coons 
and discuss skyrocketing ferry fares, 
the Coastal Ferry Act and safety 
issues. 

"What you think of the ongoing ferry 
fare increases?" asks a summary of the 
event. 

"What is working with the cur-

We're all about the Island 
• 6 scheduled flights daily between 

Ganges and Vancouver Airport 
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane 

fleet in Canada 
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to 

main YVR terminal and bus exchange 
• Frequent flyer discount 
• Charter flights available to other 

destinations, including USA. 

For scheduled flight info call 

1·800·447·3247 
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com 

rent ferry system and what isn't? 
What direction would you like to 
see taken with the ferry system in 
the future?" 

By touring ferry communities over 
the next few months, Coons plans to 
use the public input he receives to 
compile a report. 

+ 
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CRIME PREVENTION 

Heads up! 
Creekside Rainforest Gala Fundraising Dinner 
Sat., FEBRUARY 16 
SS Golf Club. Info: Maureen: 538-1732 

RCMP take on role of mental health workers 
Policing the mentally ill 
is not just a "big-city" problem 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DR IFTWOOD STAFF 

Police officers on the island are just as likely to deal with 
victims of mental illness as their big-city colleagues, accord
ing to Salt Spring RCMP Sgt. Danny Willis. 

"On a per capita basis, we respond to a high number num
ber of calls dealing with the mentally ill," he said. "Unfortu
nately, it's often left with the criminal justice system to deal 
with mental health." 

Willis' remark followed last week's release of Lost in Trans
lation: How a Lack of Capacity in the Mental Health System 
is 

Failing Vancouver's Mentally Ill and Draining Police 
Resources, a report prepared by the Vancouver Police 
Department. 

According to the 63-page document, up to 45 per cent 
of calls handled by police officers in the City of Vancouver 
involve individuals with some form of mental illness. 

Whereas provincial initiatives once addressed the needs 
of the mentally ill, funding cuts and the closure of facilities, 
the report states, have increasingly shifted the job of han
dling the province's mentally ill from trained health-care 
professionals to police officers. 

"Vancouver Police Department officers, along with the 
citizens with whom they come in contact, are bearing the 
burden of a mental health system that lacks resources and 
efficient information-sharing practices, often with tragic 
consequences," states the report. 

Specifically, the document links the quadrupling of police 
cases involving the mentally ill since 1999 with the closure 
and neglect of medical facilities across the province, includ
ing the Riverview Psychiatric Hospital in Port Coquitlam. 

With only eight police officers on staff, the situation fac
ing police officers at Salt Spring's RCMP detachment is 
made worse by the prevalence of single officer shifts and a 
relatively large patrol area. 

"These things are always compounded by a lack of staff," 
Willis said. "The individuals we meet are often agitated and 
can be more dangerous." 

The detachment does not keep track of how many calls 
involve the mentally ill but, Willis said, officers have the 
anecdotal evidence that shows the situation is a cause for 
concern. 

Petty vandalism, assaults and disturbances in the village 
core, specifically in the Centennial Park area, end up con
suming a large proportion of staff resources. 

In many cases, he said, officers find themselves in situa
tions where they are forced to assess an individual's state of 

News briefs 
Fulford study tional members from a 

group list of 16 remaining appli-
cants. 

members "The community itself 
now has the opportunity to 

named be picking other members 
from the list of applicants 
and get the sort of neigh-

Salt Spring Island trust- bourhood and geographic 
ees appointed Margaret expertise they want to have 
Day, John Moore, Bruce in the group," said trustee 
Patterson, Vera Robinson, George Ehring. 
John Rowlandson and Larry The Islands Trust ini-
Woods to a Fulford study tiated the study group 
group during last week's after many Fulford area 
local trust committee meet- residents said their inter-
ing. ests were not properly 

The core members' ini- addressed by the Fulford 
tial task will be to select village focus group during 
between four and six addi- initial discussions for the 

CELEBRATING2~ 
~ 

Choose the route that works best for you 

and your busy schedule. Get to Downtown 

Vancouver or Richmond & Vancouver Airport 

the quick and easy way- fly Harbour Air. 

Book, Board and Fly ... It's that simple! 

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO 

Salt Spring RCMP Corp. Kerry Howse is among those on the front lines when it comes to dealing with mentally ill individuals .. . 

mind on the spot. 
Under the leadership of Corp. Kerry Howse, the RCMP last 

year increased foot patrols in the village, encouraged volun
teer patrols and began examining work-for-food projects 
in an attempt to improve the department's visibility in the 
community. 

Though officers receive some training in how to deal with 
aggressive clients, it is no substitute for the kind of interven
tion offered by trained mental health professionals, accord
ing to Salt Spring Community Services counsellor Jamie 
Alexander. 

Despite recent efforts to boost the level of services offered 
by Community Services, including the hiring of a full-time 
outreach worker and encouraging links between the dis
parate groups serving the island's mentally ill, problems 
persist. 

Uniting the patchwork of services offered to island resi
dents by institutions and groups such as Lady Minto Hos-

island's official commu- end of Wilkie Way. 
nity plan (OCP). "I've read through an 

The group will have one enormous amount of 
month to develop Fulford- material and I am per-
specific recommendation sonally persuaded that, 
for incorporation into the with a low wattage tower 
island's ongoing OCP review like this, the [radiation] 
process. effects are just so insig-

Trustees nificant compared to the 
regular radio wave fre-

support tower quencies that are born-
barding us wherever we 
go," said trustee George 

The Salt Spring Island Ehring during Thursday's 
Local Trust Committee LTC meeting at ArtSpring. 
(LTC) will advise Industry The trustees' referral 
Canada it has no objec- letter is one of the final 
tions to the construction bureaucratic steps to be 
of a 32-metre (104-foot) taken before CFSI 107.9, a 
radio-antenna tower at the community radio station 

pital, Copper Kettle Community Partnership, Community 
Services Society and the RCMP is likely the only way any 
short-term solution can be achieved. 

"The need is definitely eclipsed by the high demand for 
services," Alexander said. "A lot of the issues that go to the 
police's attention are unsupported individuals. The police 
are picking up the slack." 

Placing people with mental health issues in the care of 
police officers instead of social workers fails to offer the 
mentally ill the support and counselling they are looking 
for. 

Individuals can end up lost in the legal system or having 
repeat encounters with police who've grown accustomed to 
meeting them on routine patrols. 

"On the surface there's a point of assessment. Sometimes 
I think the police are forced to make a decision (about an 
individual's mental health) on their feet," Alexander said. 
"Sometimes it's hard to make the right decision." 

operated by Richard Moses First hummer 
and Gary Brooks, hits the spotted airwaves later this year. 

Trustees had previously 
delayed their approval after Deb Hamilton knows 
opponents expressed con- her hummingbirds. That's 
cerns over the tower's for- why she's sure she saw a 
mer proposed location on male Rufus hummingbird 
Mount Belcher. while gazing out the win-

Brooks and Moses held dow in Ganges on Mon-
a public information on day, Feb. 4. 
the new tower site on Jan. "It was a green one with a 
27. red throat," she said. 

"It appears they have First Rufus humming-
done their homework bird sightings are tradition-
when it comes to resolving ally reported in early March, 
any potential neighbour- although islanders have 
hood issues," said Islands reportedly seen them at var-
Trust planner Gerry Ham- ious times in the winter in 
blin. the past few years. 
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Trustees defer mine application 
Community needs more 

info before proceeding 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Salt Spring trustees need more infor
mation about an applicant's Fulford 
valley gravel mine before finalizing 
their response to the provincial mines 
ministry. 

Speaking at last week's local trust 
committee (LTC) meeting, trustee 
Peter Lamb asked applicant Patrick 
Akerman to submit a detailed envi
ronmental report and attend a public 
information session on the matter. 

Lamb further called for consultation 
with First Nations and a riparian area 
assessment to determine the Jones 
Road gravel mine's full impact on the 
surrounding area. 

"I am also suggesting we ask the 
ministry to recognize that we have a 
soil removal bylaw that would dictate 
operating standards that would apply 
to a mine such as this," he said. 

With a draft soil removal bylaw 
already given first reading and on the 
agenda for trustees' March meeting, 
Lamb said, it makes sense to defer con
sideration of the proposal until the soil 
removal bylaw is enacted. 

Before the Ministry of Energy, Mines 

PROVINCIAL THRONE SPEECH 

and Petroleum Resources (MEMPR) 
can issue a permit, it requires a refer
ral response from the Salt Spring LTC. 
As noted in the Trust staff report, the 
proposal is "not within the scope of 
Islands Trust authority" so the LTC 
cannot stop it from proceeding by 
withholding approval. 

However, the report adds, "process
ing of gravel material is considered 
an industrial use and would require 
a temporary use permit or a rezoning 
application to permit industrial activi
ties.'' 

Development permit area restric
tions would also apply to activities on 
the property. 

Akerman submitted an application 
to the province on behalf of his com
pany, Akerman Farms Gravel Supply, 
in December. He seeks a mining per
mit in hopes of starting work on the 
11-hectare (28-acre) property on June 
1, 2008, according to a staff report pre
pared by the Islands Trust. 

The report states Akerman plans to 
extract 250,000 cubic metres of "mine
able reserves" from the site between 
2008 and 2013. 

During the delegation session of last 
week's LTC meeting, Salt Spring resi
dent Ronald Wright urged trustees to 
get more information about the site 
before providing a response. 

"This, if you do the math, is a 12-acre 
[five-hectare] hole, two-stories deep," 
he said. 

"What this highlights is that a land
use crisis has arisen on Salt Spring. We 
urgently need an effective new bylaw 
to effectively regulate what amounts to 
open season on our landscape and our 
neighbourhoods." 

The staff report indicates the Trust 
has already received public input call
ing for more information on safety 
issues, impacts on nearby parkland, 
sight lines from Fulford-Ganges Road 
and the summit of Mt. Maxwell, envi
ronmental consequences and poten
tial traffic congestion caused by the 
proposed mine. 

The applicant has said island resi
dents require gravel and sand from the 
mine for the construction and mainte
nance of homes and driveways. Build
ing a new facility on the island, he said, 
would reduce the number of off-island 
shipments arriving on Salt Spring. 

According to the mine applica
tion, neighbours would be notified 48 
hours prior to blasting and the facility 
would operate from Monday to Friday 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

A buffer of trees is proposed to limit 
the site's visual impact. 

As of Thesday no date had been set 
for a public information meeting. 

B.C. to ban trans fats, restrict smoking 
Liberal agenda set sibility, universality, porta- limits and develop an emis- hectares now considered to 

. bility, comprehensiveness sions trading system with be insufficiently restocked. 
OUt for COming year and "public- not private other provinces and U.S. Education initiatives 

BY TOM FLETCHER 
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD 

The B.C. government 
plans to ban trans fats from 
schools and restaurants, 
and ban smoking in vehicles 
when children are present, 
according to the B.C. Lib
eral government's throne 
speech. 

Lieutenant -Governor Ste
venPointreadhisfirstthrone 
speech in the B.C. legisla
ture Thesday, setting out the 
B.C. Liberal government's 
agenda for the coming year. 
Health and environment 
are the main themes of the 
speech, which reveals little 
new about the government's 
climate change plans. 

Following the year-long 
"conversation on health," 
the government intends to 
add Premier Gordon Camp
bell's promised sixth prin
ciple of economic sustain
ability to the Canada Health 
Act's five principles of acces-

-administration." states, which is to be legis- include a feasibility study 
The speech also promises lated this year. The govern- on extending kindergarten 

increased medical residen- ment has already legislated for five-year-olds to a full 
cy spaces for doctors and reducing emissions 33 per school day, and later extend
a new three-year nursing cent by 2020 and 80 per cent ing it as far as age three. 
program to produce gradu- by 2050. After a year-long con
ates a year sooner than cur- In addition to energy con- sultation, amendments to 
rent programs. Pharmacists servation plans, B.C. will B.C.'s Wildlife Act promise 
are to be authorized to give launch a "Trees for Tomar- "tough new penalties" for 
routine prescription renew- row" program that promises poaching or killing endan
als without a doctor visit, millions of trees planted in gered species. 
and ambulance paramedics urban areas, in "backyards," On aboriginal relations, 
will be authorized to treat as well as schools and other the speech promises fast
and release patients "where public spaces. tracked treaty negotiations 
appropriate." "The argument that Brit- at common tables, and 

On the environment, a ish Columbia's mitigation "incremental treaty agree
new program called LiveS- efforts are, in global terms, ments" .so aboriginal com
mart BC intends to contain too miniscule to mat- munities can benefit before 
urban sprawl and promote ter misses the point," the treaties are finalized. 
alternatives to driving. speech says. Aboriginal rights to har-

The speech says the prov- "Every molecule of car- vest wood for domestic pur-
ince's climate action plan bon dioxide released into poses on Crown land will be 
will be released "shortly" our atmosphere by human given new statutory recog
after the budget, which is to activities matters." nition, and the government 
be tabled Feb. 19. The gov- On forestry, the speech promises to embrace "Jor
ernment's climate action repeats promises to use bee- dan's Principle," a promise to 
team has been meeting with tle-killed trees for bioenergy protect aboriginal children 
industry groups around the as well as pulp and other on or off reserves regardless 
province to brief them on products, and adds a com- of federal and provincial 
plans to set greenhouse gas mitment to replant 700,000 jurisdictional disputes. 

~ PAC!!:!!2A ~ 
0 The Heritage Wood Company ~ 
Have rour cake 
and eat it too! 

Hardwood Floors 
Without 

Harming Trees 
At Pacifica Reclaim we salvage 50-100 
year-old beams from old buildings, then carefully 
rem ill them into floors, mouldings and trims. 

Factory Showroom: 
2059 S. Wellington Rd., Nanaimo 

250-714-1127 
NEW FLOORS WITH HISTORY! 

Visit us for our picture gallery at www.pacificareclaim.com 
----

Roger Bruce 
Investment Advisor 
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc. 

TOll FREE 
1-877-715-4722 

roger_bruce@hsbc.ca 

NOW OPEN IN 
DUNCAN 

HSBC ID 
HSBC Securities 

Issued by HSBC Securities 
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF. 
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ALL OUT EFFORT: The Juan de Fuca keeper is right on the ball as Salt Spring FC makes 
an offensive drive. The local squad won the match -and the Jackson Cup title- 1-0 at 
Portlock Park. Full sports coverage starts on Page A22. 

LIQUID WASTE 

SSI to handle its own waste 
Islands Trust okays 

pilot project 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRI FTWOOD STAFF 

Salt Spring trustees' 
approval of a development 
variance permit at last 
week's local trust committee 
meeting means the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) can 
begin work on a long-await
ed liquid waste composting 
project near Burgoyne Bay. 

"There have been many 
steps along the way towards 
treating our own liquid waste 
on the island and not ship it 
away so that it's somebody 
else's problem," said George 
Ehring. "I think this is a step 
in the right direction. I cer
tainly support this applica
tion and we should move 
forward and get the project 
going." 

The development vari
ance permit will allow the 
CRD to construct additional 
facilities to aid in the com
posting of liquid waste col
lected from the island's sew
age and septage systems. 

The current site includes 
sewage sludge/septage 
receiving station, grit sepa
ration and removal tanks, 
solids dewatering, and efflu
ent treatment and disposal. 
Grits and solids recovered 
from the treatment process 
are now hauled to the Hart
land Road landfill in Saan
ich. 

The development vari-

RCMPNEWS 

ance permit will raise the 
maximum allowable floor 
area of buildings on the 
seven-hectare (18-acre) site 
from 350 to 1,300 square 
metres. 

"This looks like a fairly 
large increase in building 
size, but it is required to 
make sure that this compost 
is managed appropriately," 
Ehring said. 

Efforts to construct a full
fledged liquid waste com
posting facility originated 
when islanders agreed to 
the proposal in a 1993 ref
erendum. 

On Jan. 11, representa
tives from the Islands Trust 
and CRD met with mem
bers of the public concerned 
about the facility's impact 
on areas and people near 
the facility. 

General concerns report
ed in an Islands Trust staff 
report presented to trust
ees at last week's meeting 
include odours, the envi
ronmental impact of using 
bio-sludge as compost, 
increased traffic in the 
neighbourhood, and con
cerns over leachate flowing 
off the site. 

Samples collected by 
Terry Morton revealed high
er than acceptable levels of 
mercury and tin in materials 
collected at the site. 

"These standards do 
not meet the standards for 
Class-A compost," he told 
trustees during last week's 
meeting. 

"I am of the opinion that 
the community has the 
right to know more about 
the composting of sludge on 
agricultural land and that 
the land-filling application 
of sewage sludge does not 
meet composting standards 
before the process begins," 
he added. 

Salt Spring CRD director 
Gary Holman tried to reas
sure participants that any 
composted materials col
lected at the site would have 
to meet standards set by the 
Provincial Organic Matter 
Recycling Regulations. 

"We know we have to 
address some issues, but the 
intent is to take a step for
ward," Holman said. "We're 
bound by the standard and 
if we don't meet that stan
dard we will have to haul 
the waste to the Hartland 
landfill." 

He conceded the odour 
issue is the "nature of the 
beast." Waste will be mixed 
indoors to help mitigate 
unpleasant odours rising 
from the site. 

The nature of a pet proj
ect, he added, is to see where 
improvement can be made 
and determine if a larger 
facility is justified. 

"The permit allows us, 
after all these years, to move 
forward and improve our 
performance," he said. "This 
allows us to move towards 
the goal of dealing with our 
liquid waste in a responsible 
and beneficial manner." 

Accidents keep police busy on weekend 
Three incidents in 48 hours 

Salt Spring Island RCMP and emergency 
crews were kept busy with a series of motor
vehicle accidents over the weekend. 

The male driver of a vehicle was airlifted 
to hospital in Victoria after the car he was 
driving left the road and flipped upside 
down in the 2200 block of Fulford-Ganges 
Road Friday at 10 p.m. 

Emergency crews extracted the driver 
from the vehicle after he was pinned by the 
force of the impact. The cause of the acci
dent remains under investigation. 

Police discovered a driver and four pas-

sengers shaken but not seriously injured 
after they were involved in a single-vehicle 
accident in the 500 block of Upper Ganges 
Road Sunday at 2 a.m. 

The cause of the accident is still under 
investigation, though police suspect alcohol 
was involved. 

Police apprehended an impaired man 
Sunday at 10 p.m. after receiving reports of 
a suspicious driver disembarking the ferry 
at Vesuvius. 

Police made passengers take a taxi to 
their destination, impounded the vehicle 
and detained a Denman Island man. He will 
appear in court in Ganges on AprilS. 

Bookkeeping, Payroll and 
Tax Services 

David Waddington 
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor 

QuickBooks Setup and Training 
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support 

537-0854 

~~~~ ... ~ ~· 

HERE IS OUR SCHEDULE 
VALID FROM FEB. 1ST TO FEB.14TH,2008 
Direct Ganges to Downtown 
Direct Ganges to Van airport 
7:40am Mon-Sat & 10:45 am Sun-Fri 
3:15pm Every 

Direct Van airport to Ganges 
8:45amMon-Sat &11:50amSun-Fri i 4:20pm Every Day (Vancoverto Ganges) 

Direct Downtown to Ganges 
8:30am Mon-Sat& 11:35amSun-Fri 
4:05pm Every Day (Vancouver to Ganges) 

OUR RAINFQRE~ IS WORTH SAVING 
By ARTHUR ln:ACK 

''I know and love this magical swatch of 
untamed Salt Spring better than most. W1zat~ 
to love? Giant firs and sword ferns; salmon and 
salamanders, otters, herons, eagles, raccoons, 
shrews, voles, quail, black-tailed deer and long
tailed deer mice to name a baker~ dozen in no 
particular order. I love that the only sounds I 
hear are the wind in the branches, the burble 
of Cusheon Creek and the croak of gossiping 
ravens. Mostly I love it because it~ ten minutes 
from Ganges and ten centuries back in time. " 

Salt Spring's Arthur Black is a writer and broadcaster who'll be MC at Saturday 
night's Creekside Rainforest Fundraising Gala. Tickets for the $100 a plate 
winemakers dinner on Salt Spring on Feb 16 may be purchased by calling 
250-383-4627. Lifelong environmentalist Iona Campagnolo, P.C., C.M., 
O.B.C, Honourary President of The Land Conservancy of B.C. will be guest 
speaker. Limited seating. 

WE HAVE UNTIL FEBRUARY 29TH TO SAVE CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST! 
The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) has a signed agreement to purchase this 
property and preserve it forever. We have already raised over 625 thousand dollars 
in pledges and need to raise 375 thousand more. When pledges are called in, TLC 
will issue charitable tax receipts to donors. Pledge forms are at !t 
Patterson Market, SS Books, SSI Conservancy and on-line. 
OUR COMMUN/1Y CAN SAVE OUR RAINFOREST! 

--~ • SAVE SALT SPRING ISLAND'S savesaltspringrainforest.com (for high speed) 
~1 CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST savesaltspringrainforest.net (for dial up) 

SALTSSPRING 

~INI TO GE 
537-4722 
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HARDWOOD ~~~ 
Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

~ -800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

S~LT SPRINr'f 
Sheet Metal Ltd. ~ 

REDUCE YOUR HEATING COSTS! 

With our efficient, economical heat pumps. 
• Air Source Heat Pumps 

• Geothermal Heat Pumps 

- The Company the Contractors Use -

University 
of Victoria 

Continuing 
Studies 

on Salt Spring Island 
Non-credit courses-no exams, no prerequisites! 

Archaeology: History, Theory, Method and Practice 
This course will provide a beginner's "how-to manual" of 

archaeology for the volunteer or armchair archaeologist in all of us. 
How do archaeologists know where to find what they are looking 

for, and what do they do once they have found it? 
Saturdays, March 8 to April19 (no class March 22): 

10 am to noon, 6 sessions. $125 plus $6.25 GST. 
Course Code: A551299 20085 EOl 

History of Religion: An Anthroplogical Perspective 
While science and religion are often at odds with each other, 

anthropology and religion go hand in hand. In this course we will 
explore our need to explain the world around us 
and within us through some sort of belief system. 

Saturdays, March 8 to April19 (no class March 22): 1 to 3 pm, 
6 sessions. $125 plus $6.25 GST. Course Code: A551201 20085 EOl 

A Morning in ... Western Turkey 
Join us on a virtual tour of the western, or Aegean coast, of Turkey 
from Bodrun to Troy, boasting some of the most spectacular and 

exotic natural and cultural wonders in the world. 
Saturday, April26: 10 am to noon. 1 session. 

$22 plus $1.10 GST. Course Code: A551001 2008K EOl 

An Afternoon in • .. Istanbul 
Straddling Europe and Asia, Istanbul is a vibrant city with a 

turbulent past. As well as ancient Constantinople/Byzantium, 
we will explore the surrounding area, from Troy and 

the Dardanelles, past Gallipoli, to the shores of the Black Sea. 
Saturday, April 26, 1 to 3 pm. 1 session 

$22 plus $1.10 GST. Course Code: ASSI002 2008K EOl 

All courses are taught by Chris Mundigler, ACA, BA. 
Since 7994 Chris has taught numerous courses in 
archaeology, anthropology and ancient history for 
UVic's Continuing Studies, bringing ancient and 
medieval history alive by sharing with his students his 
first-hand field experiences and passion for his work. 

For further information and to register, contact Janet King 
(jking@uvcs.uvic.ca or 250-721-8827). 

NEWSBEAT 
REALTOR MURDER RESPONSE 

Realtor's murder felt dose to home 
Efforts made on multiple 
fronts to ensure safety 

BY AMY GEDDES 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

One week after 24-year-old REI 
MAX realtor Lindsay Buziak was found 
stabbed to death in an upscale home in 
Saanich, one of Salt Spring's youngest 
female realtors Neacol Miller is shaken 
by the event that, despite taking place 
on an island apart, was felt close to 
home. 

"This tragedy has woken me up a 
little," writes 28-year-old Miller in an 
e-mail. 

She admits that since moving back 
to Salt Spring from Vancouver where 
"safety was always a huge concern," 
she has not been concerned about her 
safety at all. She now resolves to "err on 
the side of caution." 

It is easy to see how Miller might 
feel secure in the Salt Spring commu
nity, that according to Li Read of REI 
MAX Salt Spring, is "a kind of frater
nity" where all realtors look out for one 
another. 

Realtors would not hesitate to 
accompany a colleague having mixed 
feelings about an out-of-office meet
ing with a client. 

"An envelope of care exists here," 
Read said, "underneath the fact that 
we're in competition with each other." 

While no suspects have been named 
and it is inconclusive as to whether 
or not Buziak was stalked or targeted 
at random, Jean Davis, an agent from 
REIMAX Salt Spring, said safety pre-

ISLANDS TRUST 

cautions have since been placed at 
the front of her mind. She notes that 
not only are she and her fellow real
tors potentially at risk, but anyone else 
whose job requires out-of-office meet
ings should take steps to ensure their 
safety. 

In the wake of tragedy, a height
ened awareness for realtor safety has 
ensued. 

"It is unfortunate that it takes an 
event like this to get us back," said 
Andrew Peck, president of the Brit
ish Columbia Real Estate Association 
(BCREA). 

Currently, safety training is the 
responsibility of individual real estate 
offices. Because agents are indepen
dent brokers, safety policies at a pro
vincial or regional level are difficult to 
enforce. 

Despite the hurdles, both the BCREA 
and the Victoria Real Estate Board 
(VREB) are taking steps to mitigate the 
dangers realtors face. 

Getting provincial realtor safety ini
tiatives in place, Peck said on Friday, 
has been a topic of discussion at meet
ings he attended in Ottawa during the 
past week. 

The VREB has decided to strike up 
a realtors' safety task force that pres
ident-elect Chris Markham said will 
meet today (Wednesday) to decide 
what the task force will look like. 

The group's goal is to have initial 
communication to members regarding 
safety issues by the end of the month. 

In addition to advising the use of 
hardware like pepper spray and GPS 
devices, Markham said encouraging 

"buyer agency" is also on the table. 
"In a perfect world," said Markham, 

"rather than phoning an agent when 
you get to a house, you would already 
have an agent." 

Buyer agency facilitates a clear and 
highly visible buyer-agent relation
ship. Because the agents know their 
clients, they are less at risk. 

"An envelope of care exists 

here, underneath the fact 

that we're in competition 

with each other:' 
LIREAD 
REIMAX Salt Spring 

On Saturday, close to 800 people 
gathered at St. Andrew's Cathedral in 
Victoria to celebrate Buziak's life. 

Safety efforts on provincial, regional 
and local levels - if they are success
fully implemented - will ensure Buz
iak's life was not taken in vain. 

"My heart goes out to Lindsay's fam
ily," writes Kelly Regen, a young agent 
from Royal LePage Salt Spring in an 
e-mail. "It is a horrifying reminder that 
personal security is paramount and 
systems of verifying client information 
are priority." 

Of equal importance, she said, is 
trusting your instincts. 

Trustees warm to training ground proposal 
and will forward application to committee 
Agriculture 

committee to 
have final say 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Salt Spring Island trust
ees have agreed to forward 
the fire district's applica
tion to expand the Fulford 
fire hall training facility to 
the province's Agricultural 
Land Commission subject 
to approval from the Trust's 
Advisory Agricultural Com
mittee (AAC). 

The decision followed 
receipt of a Trust-commis
sioned report looking into 
the potential impact of fire 
training activities on organic 
farms in the Fulford Valley. 

In her report, author Anne 
Macey writes that a well
designed facility would not 
pose a threat to neighbour
ing properties as long as no 
hazardous substances are 
burned or herbicides used 
on the site. 

The report was commis
sioned by the Islands Trust 
at the request of AAC mem
bers last month. 

Trustee Peter Lamb said 
he assumes the panel will 
approve the application 
based on the report's con
clusions. 

A list of recommenda
tions presented in Macey's 
report and the Island Natu
ral Growers, Lamb added, 
will be addressed when and 
if the application to extend 
a non-farm use in the Agri-

Scott Simmons@ 250-538-8316 
saltspring@yahoo.com 

www. escapetosaltsp ring .com 
FULL-TIME SALT SPRING RESIDENT FOR 7 YEARS 

Salt Spring agent for 

One Percent Realty 
Vancouver Island 

cultural Land Reserve is 
approved by the province. 

Should the application 
proceed, the Trust would 
have to consider rezoning 
a portion of the Fulford fire 
hall property to permit con
struction of the fire depart
ment's $500,000 training 
ground facility. 

"There will be more pub
lic opportunity for public 
feedback on the property," 
said trustee George Ehring. 

Conditions proposed 
by Island Natural Growers 
include that a portion of fire 
hall property behind the 
proposed training ground be 
covenanted for community 
recreational or agricultural 
use, restrictions on what 
can be burnt at the facility 
and the creation of an over-

sight committee consist
ing of farmers, neighbours 
and fire protection district 
members. 

"On the basis of the adop
tion of these principles, 
Island Natural Growers 
would no longer oppose 
the development of a fire 
training centre," said Larry 
Starke,. at last week's Local 
Trust Committee meeting. 

Vanessa Farias, owner of 
an adjacent farm in the pro
cess of gaining organic cer
tification, said she and her 
husband are considering 
their family's options in light 
of the trustees' decision. 

The AAC meeting is sched
uled for Thursday, February 
14 at 3 p.m. at the Baptist 
Church at 520 Lower Ganges 
Road. 

0 mandala PREFABRICATED ROUND H~MES 
c u , , o M , o M , , umque des1gns • healthy • sustainable 

~ 
www mondolohomes com 

5 A 5 
Friendly 

I D N EY UTO ALES ~~r~e~t!!~t~ ~i~~v~~ ••• so close to great savings! 
NEW STOCK 

2003 PONTIAC MONTANA, 46k •.••••••••.••.•••.•.••.•••••.•.•••••• $10,995 
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT, 18k ................................... $11,995 
2003 CHEV TRACKER, 59k ..•••.•.•.••.•.•.••.••.••.•••••.••.••.••.•.• $10,995 
2006 FORD TAURUS, loaded .......................................... $10,995 
2002 CHEV CAVALIER, 50k .............................................. $6,995 
2005 FORD RANGER EXT. CAB, 36k ............................ $12,995 
1994 CHEV CAVALIER WAGON, only 118K .••••.•••.•..•.•••.• $3,995 

CASH FOR CARS! car buyer on duty 
~--------------------~·~-ft~~~~--.6 ~4~----------1 
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NEWSBEAT Ocean, Is fane{ &:Mountain 
COMMUNITY PLANNING y{us 10 Jlcres 

Mayor says accept, commit to change 
The Natural Step 

provides lesson in 

moving forward 

BY AMY GEDDES 
DRIFTWOOD ST AFF 

If it worked for Whistler, 
why not Salt Spring? 

Andrew Lewis asked him
self this question. Three 
months later, the mayor of 
Whistler was speaking in 
Ganges, at Lewis' request, 
about how the resort town is 
using "The Natural Step" as 
a framework for sustainable 
development as it heads full 
speed into the 2010 Olym
pics. 

With the adoption .of a 
sustainability framework 
recommended for Salt 
Spring's official community 
plan (OCP) review, audience 
members sought both inspi
ration and guidance from 
Whistler's ability to pull 
together and come to con
sensus on the core values 
that will guide its next 60 
years. 

"The Natural Step is 18 
-years old, robust and no one 
has been able to poke a hole 
in it," said Whistler Mayor 
Ken Melamed at the Com
munity Gospel Chapel on 
Saturday afternoon. 

The Resort Municipal
ity of Whistler- along with 
Whistler Blackcomb, Tour
ism Whistler and other 
businesses - subscribed to 
the Swedish-born systems 
approach to dialogue and 
sustainable decision-mak
ing in 2000. 

The Natural Step, 
Melamed explained, gave 
their community a clear 
science-based definition of 
sustainability and a prac
tical framework within 
which the community could 
pull together from diverg
ing viewpoints to develop 
their award-winning Whis
tler2020 sustainability plan 
- the first of its kind in 
North America to use The 
Natural Step at all levels of 

FIRE 

PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES 

Whistler Mayor Ken Melamed leaves Ganges with hefty gift 
package, including a Salt Spring Fire Rescue patch, making 
him an honorary local firefighter. 

development and imple
mentation. 

Melamed's approach was 
honest and forward looking. 

"Whistler is what it is, I 
don't make any excuses for 
it. We have created an unsus
tainable society, accept it, 
measure it and commit to 
changing. That's all we can 
do." 
Audienc~ members left 

the presentation with an 
overview ofThe Natural Step 
and how it helped Whistler 
define and accomplish goals 
such as a density freeze in 
the village/ commercial core, 
a population cap of 14,000 
and funding from the pro
vincial government to build 
more staff housing. The 
community also plans to see 
the 2010 Olympics operate 

at one quarter the ecological 
footprint of past games. 

"Whistler's trying to say 
we're taking a position. 
Hopefully Salt Spring will 
take a position and soon 
we'll have enough critical 
mass that were all doing this 
together." 

While Ken Marr from 
Islanders for Self-Govern
ment said The Natural Step 
is "something definitely 
worthwhile investigating," 
he asked the mayor how a 
community like Salt Spring, 
that lacks a municipal gov
ernment, could implement 
a framework like The Natu
ral Step. 

"In my mind there's no 
challenge," said Melamed. 
"We're dealing with people 
who care about the future 

South Ridge home suffers major 
damage in Monday morning blaze 
14 firefighters respond to fire 

A Monday morning fire on South Ridge 
Road has left a residential home without a 
roof. 

Firefighters got the call at 10:13 a.m. 
Monday morning and responded to the 251 
South Ridge Drive address with three sup
port vehicles, two engines or pumper trucks 
and all three of the department's tender 
trucks. 

Fourteen firefighters spent close to five 
hours working on the scene. The home's 
interior and roof suffered extensive dam
age. 

"What's standing there now is basically 
walls without a roof," stated Travis Guedes, 
a firefighter with the Salt Spring Island Fire 
Department. 

The cause of the fire was still under inves-

tigation as of Tuesday afternoon. 
No injuries to either the public or fire

fighters was reported. RCMP and the B.C 
.Ambulance personnel also reported to 
the scene, as well as B.C. Hydro workers, 
who turned off power to the single-family 
residence. 

The home's owner could not be tracked 
down by Driftwood press time on Tuesday. 

Lisa Bleskie, of nearby Tree Frog Daycare, 
said the event went on without notice from 
daycare staff. 

"We heard sirens, but we're kind of in our 
own little world down here." 

Bleskie said the Fulford village rumour 
Monday was that the destroyed structure 
was only a shed. 

The Salt Spring Fire Department has 
responded to 51 calls since the beginning of 
2008, including two structure fires. 

Letter to the editor? Press release? 
What's On calendar event? 

Send it to news@gulfislands.net. 

and that's the only require
ment." 

Though this was his first 
visit, he said he sensed the 
Salt Spring community has 
enough passion and sense 
of global responsibility to 
ensure what its members 
care about is preserved. 

"It's hard to make deci
sions when we don't have a 
framework to fall back on," 
said Lewis. "We don't have 
the benchmarks to measure 
our progress." 

"We have to stop fight
ing amongst ourselves and 
get on with the show," said 
John Wilcox from Duck 
Creek Farm. While Wilcox 
said he "admired" what the 
mayor was doing, he saw 
the potential for The Natu
ral Step to sustain what he 
called an "unnatural step." 
Using Salt Spring's reliance 
on imported food as an 
example, he stressed that in 
any viable community, food 
should form a basis of the 
economy. 

Once audience member 
suggested The Natural Step's 
focus on "decisions that 
meet the greatest need and 
serve the greatest good," as 
Melamed said, could poten
tially marginalize minori
ties. 

"Minorities are some
times right," said the audi
ence member. 

Saturday's presentation 
illustrated some similari
ties between Whistler and 
Salt Spring. Both are small, 
tourist -driven communities, 
plagued by affordable hous
ing crises, in geographical 
locations affected by exter
nal greenhouse gas emis
sions from incoming and 
outgoing traffic. 

Neither Whistler's story 
nor The Natural Step is a 
prescription for what Salt 
Spring needs, but the may
or's visit, if anything, pro
vided inspiration on how to 
move forward. 

"I found it energizing," 
said Lewis. "It gives a certain 
amount of hope." 

''THE LOCAL'' 
locally owned, locally operated 

"What your Valentine 
really want~ ... a liHie 

more Wining and ~ 
a lot le~~ whining! · 

• We can help!" • 

Join us for a littlt BlutC)rass musi< ftaturinCJ 
Tht 6ilbtrt Bros.livt. Saturday, ftb.l6th, 8 p.m. 

Sign up for Buzztime tournaments ••• they're FUN and Free! ; 

#108-149 Fulford-Ganges Road 
Open 9 AM - 11 PM Daily 

537-9463 store I 537-9485 bar 

PUBLIC INPUT 
Islands Trust 

Islands Trust Proposed 2008-2009 Annual Budget 

Visit our web site at: E-mail: budget2008@islandstrust.bc.ca 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

We'd like to hear from you 

The Islands Trust invites input from the public on its proposed annual bud
get. Trust Council will consider your input during its budget deliberations, 
before it makes a final decision on Thursday, March 13. 

You can get all the budget details directly from the following Islands Trust 
offices: 

1-500 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, BC 
Phone: 250-537-9144 

700 North Road 
Gabriola Island, BC 
Phone: 250-247-2063 

200-1627 Fort Street 
Victoria, BC 
Phone: 250-405-5151 

This information is also available on the Island Trusts website at 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

Submissions from the public regarding the financial plan must be delivered by: 

4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 5 
Islands Trust Council 
Attention: Treasurer 

#200-1627 Fort Street 
Victoria, BC V8R 1 H8 

OR 
Fax: (250) 405-5155 

OR 
E-mail at: budget2008@islandstrust.bc.ca 
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EDITORIAL 

Demoaatic 
envy 
F 

or the first time in a long 
while, it seems Canadi
ans have something to 
be jealous of the Ameri

cans for. 
It's not because of their government's envi

ronmentalleadership or debt-handling abilities 
or the admirable qualities of their pop-culture 
icons. 

But when it comes to the unfolding political 
drama down south, it's hard not to wish we had an 
equivalent game to participate in. 

The race for the Democratic presidential 
nomination is nothing if not rivetting- a display 
of Barack Obama oratorial skills and charisma 
battling Hillary Clinton's considerable political 
prowess. 

Issues of race, gender, class and whether or not 
"dreams" are valid bricks and mortar for nation 
rebuilding have enlivened political discussions in 
an unprecedented way. 

THE ISSUE: 
U.S. Democratic 
nomination 

While our U.S. neigh
bours are swept up in 
a Democratic leader
ship race that is creat
ing genuine emotion 
and interest in national 
politics, Canadians are 

WE SAY: cringing at the thought of 
We wish for a being forced to trundle 

off to the polls for the 
similar race third time in less then 

four years- and espe
cially when the predicted 

issues and outcome are for more of the same. 
No one should be deluded into thinking a 

change of individual leadership is all it takes to 
. turn around any country, but without a mark
edly different, strong leader in the U.S., it's certain 
nothing will change. 

And we've reached a place in human history 
when change is absolutely necessary. 

What may be most exciting about the Democrat
ic race is its potential to engage younger people, 
giving them a reason to pay attention to politics 
and hopefully take an active role. 

Of course, while major players on a political 
scene can inspire a paradigm shift in thinking, so 
can )hose closer to home. 

In this week's Driftwood we feature three pages 
of stories and about people doing what they can 
to improve the quality of life for others, whether 
it's through community development projects in 
Africa or by ensuring islanders of all means have 
enough food to eat each week. 

Whether talking about the potential new leader 
of the United States or those among us who have 
chosen to put other people's needs above their 
own, there's plenty of reasons to feel inspired these 
days. 

Special Section Award, Aqua, GOLD 
Best Tourism and Recreation Guide Award, The Gulf Islander, SILVER 

Best Website Design Award, www.gulfislands.net, SILVER 
Ma Murray Community Service Award, Breaking the Family Violence Circle, BRONZE 

2007 British Columbia Yukon Community Newspaper Association Awards 

Best Special Section, Aqua, GOLD· Best Christmas Edition, Aqua, GOLD· Best Ad Design, Pegasus Gallery, GOLD 
Best In-house Ad Campaign, TGIF Launch, GOLD · Best Business Writing Award, Aqua, SILVER 

Best All Round Newspaper, Gulf Islands Driftwood, BRONZE· Best Feature Series, Galiano Fire, BRONZE 
2007 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards 

Childcare an (extreme sport?' 
BY USHA RAUTENBACH 

"Neither our carrier nor the school's insurance 
company are willing to cover the child care aspect. 
They think it's too risky. We think it is a shame, 

VIEWPOINT 
for what incident, and for how much. And a 
study of survivors without insurance. They'd 
probably learn what not to mess around with, 

because it makes the film festival less accessible to young fami
lies." 

That's from an e-mail distributed by one of the Our Island, 
Our World Film Festival's coordinators, Dick Grier. 

Something has to be done about insurance premiums and/ 
or claims. 

Will islanders really succumb to such a view of playtime? 
When I was in England, Scotland and Wales in 2005, visits to 
public playground areas were a shock. 

Swingset chains were wound around the bars and 

at the very least. 
But my bias would be for them to teach their parents to trust 

children to survive having fun. I would send them out with 
digital recorders to interview the old-timers of Salt Spring to 
get a record of all the hare-brained hair-raising adventures they 
managed to survive without supervision, insurance claims or 
health-care costs. Digital cameras could capture good shots of 
enviable childhood scars and maimings they'd survived. 

And no, I wouldn't supervise them, these revolutionaries. 
They'd report back, for debriefing, yes. Not to me, 
but to each other- I wouldn't miss that! 

I might find I'd need to retrain them to be padlocked, slides had metal grids installed to pre
vent climbing up or sliding down, and so on. "I almost feel like capable of alert intelligent attention themselves 

"Health and safety regulations," my hosts 
explained. 

I heard the phrase every day, wherever I went. 
So, now on Salt Spring, childcare is to be consid-

instead of relying on being watched or paying 

taking all the 

ered an extreme sport? k"d If" 
When will all of our elementary schools close for I S on myse • 

attention to supervisors. How? I'd endanger their 
very limbs climbing trees, crossing fallen logs 
across streams. Parental involvement could assist 
them in striving for the "readiness certificates" 
I'd swear were necessary for any revolutionary to 
acquire by hard work practising instead of merely fear of a claim against SD64? (How astronomical is its 

insurance budget?) 
I almost feel like taking all the kids on myself to 

help out the film festival. 
I'm so shocked I'm game to recruit a documentary film crew. 

I'm inspired to encourage the kids to start a "childhood revo
lution." They could start with a supervised project to create a 
map of Salt Spring showing insured areas (likely to be soon 
out of bounds to children) and areas not yet required to carry 
insurance. Then I'd get them to start an ongoing survey of the 
incidence of "dangerous childplay incidents on Salt Spring 
over a five-year period," at the same time starting a study of 
Salt Spring Island insurance claims brought up and won, and 

playing - skills like swimming and life saving, 
bike riding and bike maintenance, recognition of 

edible wild foods, and elementary first aid so they could care for 
themselves and for each other. 

Yes, having identified and mapped the remaining uninsured 
areas of Salt Spring, and deemed the helpless trained to try, I'd 
set the children free. 

Nice dream. Safe dream, too - no responsible parent would 
entrust their child to me! 

Nevertheless, I object to childcare in danger from insurance 
policies. Is meek acceptance truly the only defence? 

The writer is a lifelong teacher and history enthusiast. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
THIS WEEK'S QUESTION: 

Will you listen to Salt Spring Radio? DYes 0No 
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before Monday at midnight or 

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION: 

Are you following the 
2008 US primaries? 

16 

II 
clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30p.m. NO YES 
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LslandVoices 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

"Unfortunately, it's often left with the criminal justice system 
to deal with mental health:' 

SERGEANT DANNY WILLIS 

SALT SPRING SAYS 
We asked: Should Canada's role in Mghanistan be extended beyond 2009? 

DAVID WEBB 
I don't think so. I don't think 
they should even be there in the 
first place. 

JAMES FALCON 
No I don't. I think Canada has 
committed enough. The soldiers 
have gone beyond the call of 
duty and it's time for others to 
pick up the slack. 

GRETTA HILDEBRANDT 
I don't think we have any 
reason to be there in the first 
place. 

TAYLOR BOOTH 
It's not our war to be fighting. 
If anybody, it's the Americans' 
responsibility. 

KIM MURRAY 
The wrong thing to do would 
be to pull out suddenly and 
without due care. I think we 
should look at taking on a non
violent reconstructive role. 

Letters to the editor 
Creekside · 
pledges 

I went on a recent Sat
urday morning walk by 
Cusheon Creek. 

I wanted to find out why 
people were so passionate 
about saving these 19.46 
acres of riparian forest near 
Beddis Beach. 

The walk was a very spiri
tual experience. 

Perhaps it was the age of 
the old growth cedars, or the 
licorice ferns 50 feet high in 
the tree branches, the win
ter wren disappearing into 
the mosses, or the sound of 
the creek as it wound its way 
down to the ocean. 

But more, it was the 
life energy of a forest and 
stream community, intact, 
grown over time, rich, com
plex and functioning. 

The plastic "cut" markers 
tacked to the trees felt sac
rilegious. 

I am upping my pledge. 
If we can raise a further 
$400,000 by the end of Feb
ruary, we will have saved 
an irreplaceable and very 

special part of Salt Spring. 
To contribute, contact 538-
1732. 
JANEPETCH, 
OLD SCOTT ROAD 

In whose 
interest? 

I am in possession of a 
pamphlet published by 
Islanders for Self-Govern
ment (ISG), your local self
less promoters of participa
tory democracy. 

The pamphlet tells me 
they have a website: http:/ I 
islandgov.org. 

It would be interesting to 
see a public offering of the 
details of the funding for 
ISG's extensive advertising 
budget provided by ordi
nary non-corporate mem
bers. 

Perhaps it is in the interest 
of certain corporate entities 
to sponsor ISG, but is it in 
the general interest of the 
rest of us? 

Anyhow, I clicked in to the 
website, and here we find 
the mission statement, the 
constitution and bylaws, 
links to explanations of 

what it's all about and so on. 
There are also links to You
tube videos of Islands Trust 
Council meetings. 

Why they are here, I'm not 
at all sure. 

Now, for the pamphlet. 
The first item poses the 

question "Will taxes rise 
if Salt Spring becomes a 
municipality?" 

It would seem that raising 
this question in this context 
is intended to imply that the 
answer is likely to be "no." 

However, the item does 
not actually say that. 

The only conclusion that 
can be drawn from the 
information provided is 
that it mostly depends on 
what services the municipal 
council would decide are to 
be provided. 

The second item is: "What 
are your property tax dollars 
doing for you?" The answer, 
according to ISG, is "almost 
nothing." 

We are told that residents 
of West Vancouver with 
similarly assessed proper
ties pay less tax than we do, 
yet these people, unlike us, 
are provided with excellent 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication. 
Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

roads, sidewalks, sewers, 
garbage collection, and so 
on. 

In my opinion this is a 
non sequitur - it doesn't 
make sense. 

For starters, my one-acre 
lot, never mind the house 
on it, would be assessed 
much higher in West Van
couver than here. 

Then there is the effect 
of population density, 
which determines the per
residence cost of all sorts 
of things, especially infra
structure like roads, side
walks, and so on. 

We are "grossly over 
taxed" they say. Could be, 
but the ISG's explanation 
does not compute. 

On the last page of the 
pamphlet we are told that 
existing zoning and land use 
regulations would remain 
intact - and here it comes 
... "unless changed by the 
municipality." 

Does anybody doubt 
that this is what it's about? 
Financial planners, building 
material suppliers, newspa
pers and real estate sales
people would presumably 

all benefit from rezoning; 
but not schmucks like me. 

Or you? 
HAROLD BROCHMANN, 
SALT SPRING 

Nix noise 
Salt Spring Island is a 

town full of pacifists, hip
pies, tourists and nature 
lovers. 

However, the increasing 
number of noisy vehicles 
is embarrassing and causes 
unnecessary air and noise 
pollution. 

Can we insist on the right 
to quiet, the right not to 
be assaulted by unneces
sary noise (recognizing that 
some noise, such as road 
repair, is necessary)? 

Can we make those 
responsible for unaccept
able noise accountable for 
the harm they are causing to 
their fellow citizens? 

Can we praise and 
encourage those rare initia
tives to reduce noise pollu
tion and create respect for 
the elderly, asthmatics, and 
peace and quiet? 

Can we publicize and 

respect the addresses of 
"quiet zones" and enforce 
them? 

Can we work to create 
signs for "no noise" desig
nation for hospital and the· 
elderly? 

Can we make the street 
signs large enough for peo
ple to read before they reach 
the corner where they wish 
to turn (thus saving brakes, 
gas and stress)? 

It is important to recog
nize noise pollution for what 
it is: a form of psycho-phys
iological aggression; espe
cially two-cycle engines and 
no muffler vehicles, which 
are both outrageously noisy 
and polluting. 

Perhaps long-term dwell
ers are "conditioned." How
ever, to new citizens and 
tourists it is a common 
complaint and deterrent. 

Some simple steps would 
bring a safer and better 
quality of life to our little 
island. 
D. BERG, 
SALT SPRING 

MORE LETTERS continued on A 10 

Essential reading for island independents 
It may be cold outside these February days, 

but the frosty temperatures are nothing com
pared to staring into the cold, black, unforgiv
ing eyes of a Revenue Canada auditor. 

I was ignorant of just how much power 
this federal department wields and the tools 
on their belt, all in aid of extracting your 
wallet through your throat. 

Salt Spring is likely fertile ground for Rev
enue Canada agents. Throw out the rich 
retired and the poor souls living under the 
wharf or out of the back seat of a '72 Chevy, 
and you have a sizable gaggle of "fiercely 
independents"- the house sitters, the gar
deners, handymen, the artists, dog walkers 
and cleaners, the small army that fetches 
wood and carries water for the idle rich. 
Maybe there is something in this water, but 
a good portion of these folks have never 
cracked a receipt book, preferring folding 
money to cheques, living a hand-to-mouth 
existence far from the reach from the suits. 
Well Huckleberry, think again. 

Get out your pencils and notebooks and 
let's start at the beginning. The quickest way 
you're going to get "red flagged" is by not 
filing a tax return at all. Many woefully delu
sional folks figure that because they didn't 
make much money, Ottawa will give them a 

Peter 
Vincent 

is no client privilege when it 
comes to these professions. 

Growing pot in the back 40 
acres? All your cash stuffed 
in your mattress? Not good 
enough. Revenue Canada 

pass. Two items you should 
be aware of. First: failure 
to file is a criminal offence, 
no matter how pathetically 
skint your gross earnings 
were. You can go to jail. You 
will pay a heavy fine (up to 
$25,000). You will be paying 
interest on the amount from 
the day you stopped filing. 

H EA DTO HEAD 
has something called a "Life-
s.~le Assessment." If y~~ are 
hVIng large, "accessonzmg" 

Second: Revenue Canada just eats up 
little guys- the ones that don't have pitbull 
lawyers in their corner. No one is too small. 
No one is invisible. In 2002-2003, Revenue 
Canada collected $1.7 billion off little guys 
that hadn't filed. 

You think they are stupid? You think they 
will never catch you? They can walk into 
your bank and drag out boxes of your bank 
records. They can access your Visa and Mas
terCard accounts to see what you've been 
up to. You do odd carpentry jobs? I hope you 
didn't use your Home Depot card. 

You think your bookkeeper or accountant 
is a firewall? Forget it. If asked by Revenue 
Canada, they are compelled not only to 
turn over all your records, but to divulge any 
private conversations about that sundeck 
you built on Sunset Drive for cash. There 

with a new truck (ICBC data
base) and trips to Vegas (passport scans) 
remember that Revenue Canada can cross 
reference everything. Gentlemen will fol
low you, watch you buy drinks for all your 
friends, watching, taking notes. They do 
not have to identify themselves. But they 
are there. If your bling lifestyle doesn't jive 
with the $24,000 you declared, they will 
hurt you. 

Perhaps the most insidious weapon in 
their bag of tricks is the 1-800 snitch line, 
where jilted boyfriends, disgruntled part
ners, or dissatisfied customers can merely 
pick up the phone and turn your life into 
a living hell. Anonymously. Of course, you 
have to be some kind oflow life to go to "the 
dark side," but as they say, "Hell hath no fury 
like a boyfriend scorned." Canadians seem 
more than happy to occasionally throw eth-

ics aside to plunge in the knife. 
But a word to the wise. If you are contem

plating picking up the phone, you better 
be squeaky clean. It may come back to bite 
you. 

If you have been delinquent in your filing, 
(not declaring, creative write-offs, etc) or if 
you have neglected to file a tax return (even 
for years) there is some good news. Revenue 
Canada has an amnesty program that will 
allow you to come clean, usually saving you 
the penalties and fines. The trick is that you 
have to contact them before they contact 
you. If they bang on your door first, all bets 
are off. Depending on the size of your indis
cretion, it may be wise to hire a tax lawyer 
to negotiate on your behalf. Unlike accoun
tants, there is still a client privilege. 

If I haven't frightened you enough, just 
sit back in the La-Z-Boy and order another 
pizza. But if this has served as a wake-up call, 
you need the whole story. It's all in a must
have book entitled "The Taxman is Watch
ing," by a father and son team of tax lawyers 
named Paul and Phillipe DioGuardi. You 
won't find a better $20 investment. 'Just reach 
under the mattress and peel off a green one 
from that "weekend in Vegas" stash. 

head2head@telus.net ' 
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For more information can 
GARY MASON 

Point Motors 1·888·215·1175 
gmason@tbreepolntmotors.com 

c•smart 
open. your mind. 

Lease Space Requirement 
Project: 1094165 - Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
The requirement is for approximately 246 square metres (2,648 
square feet) to accommodate a two (2) bedroom, two (2) bay 
ambulance station on Salt Spring Island. 

It is not necessary for the vehicle bays to be enclosed. Suitably zoned 
properties are being sought. Commercial space, a house, or bare land 
may be considered. 

Properties located in the Ganges area are preferred, but other 
locations may be acceptable. 

Occupancy is desired by or before Aprill, 2008. A five (S) year term 
with a five (5) year renewal is desired. 

For more information, interested parties should contact: 
Barry Bell, lease Manager 

Shared Services BC, Accommodation and Real Estate Services 
Ministry of labour and Citizens' Services 

3350 Douglas Street, Victoria, B.C. V8Z 3L 1 
Phone: 250 952-8581 Fax: 250 952-8288 

Email: barry.bell@gov.bc.ca 
www.accommodationandrealestate.gov.bc.ca 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 
The Best Place on Earth 

Salt Spring Island 
Local Trust Committee 

Special Business Meeting 
Islands Trust Official Community Plan Review 

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will hold a special business 
meeting as part of its ongoing review of the Official Community Plan 
(OCP). The purpose of the meeting is to allow the Local Trust Committee 
(LTC) to review material relating to the OCP review project. A town hall 
session may be held at the end of the business meeting, time permitting. 

Wednesday, February 27 
Thursday, February 28 
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue 

9 am-noon & 1-5 pm 
9 am-noon & 1-5 pm 

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Key background documents and maps related to the OCP review can be 
viewed on-line at the Islands Trust website 
(http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm). 

Opportunities for public input on the review will be announced in upcoming 
issues of the Driftwood. 

To receive e-mail updates on the 'Latest News' on the official community 
plan review go to: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/subscribe/default.cfm 

To provide your comments, use our online feedback form from the 
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area homepage of our web site at: 
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm or 

Contact Us by Phone, Fax or Mail: 
Islands Trust, 1-500 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8 
Phone: (250) 538-5600 
Fax: (250) 537-9116 

OPINION 
MORE LETTERS from its inception, and the 

only sure outcome is a trail 
continued from A9 of perpetual property tax 

increases. 

Volunteer Now to the Salt Spring 
Island Fire Department and 

round-up the one and only immediate 
requirement - volunteer 

Island Comfort Quilts will firefighters. As I understand, 
be holding the FourthAnnu- the volunteer honorarium 
al Community Quilting Bee only recently rose to a rate of 
on Sunday, March 16 at the $15 per hour. This amount is 
Farmers Institute. inadequate by any standard 

We started out with 60 vol- to compensate new recruits 
unteers the first year and had or to keep existing volun-
over 200 last year. The sup- teers. If you do not value the 
port of our community for services of your volunteers 
this project is overwhelm- by offering a significantly 
ing as we try to complete 50 higher pay rate, there is little 
quilts in one day. Our goal doubt that you will in time 
is to provide a lap quilt to lose these firefighters. 
any islander suffering from Perhaps that is the fire 
a life-threatening disease or department's goal, and I 
injury to give them comfort would be very disappointed 
during their recovery. in the leadership (or lack 

We would love to contact thereof) of Salt Spring Island 
everyone who has helped in Fire Protection District 
the past but so many email trustees, should that prove 
addresses have changed. If to be the case. 
you have helped before or ROBERT TRUMP, 
would like to join the bee, SALT SPRING 

please contact islandcom- Racing fortquilts@shaw.ca or myself 
at 537-5302. for ferries Remember that you don't 
have to be a quilter. There I'm sending a dozen roses 
are jobs for everyone if you to the B.C. Ferries corpora-
can sew, iron, use safety tion. I've always dreamed of 
pins, tie a knot,help prepare being a race car driver but 
lunch or assist with set-up never had the chance to pur-
and take-down. sue it until B.C. Ferries gave 
MARGUERITE LEE, me a golden opportunity. 
CASTLE CROSS ROAD My wife and I were in 

Nothing Vancouver when we got a 
phone call that one of our 

mentioned children was ill. We can-
celled our plans and got on 

Regarding "WorkSafeBC the Tsawwassen/Swartz Bay 
investigates bus firing" in ferry. The ferry was late and 
the Feb. 6 Driftwood: we arrived in Swartz Bay 

David Bova's first day of at 2:53 p.m. to catch the 3 
work was Dec. 27, 2007. p.m. sailing to Fulford. I had 
After being told that wash- less than seven minutes to 
ing the bus was part of the make the loop turn-around 
job, he resigned. He was that normally takes five to 
then asked if he wanted to 10 minutes to complete. I 
have two weeks before he was Gene Hackman in The 
left or whether he wanted to French Connection, weav-
leave right away. He chose to ing in and out of traffic. 
leave immediately. David's Our van was practically 
last day of work was Jan. flying off the road, wheels 
24th, 2008. screeching, engine hum-
· Nothing was ever men- ming- thank you, B.C. Fer-

tioned about dangerous ries. 
working conditions. I heard What a great idea to not 
of this only on Feb. 4, when have a shortcut for thor-
I was contacted by Work- oughfare passenger cars. 
SafeBC. The stress will only make us 
INEKE DEJONG, stronger and improve our 
OPERATOR, SS TRANSIT race driving skills, the turn-

Keeping around loop will only dis-
courage the faint of heart 

firefighters from visiting Salt Spring, 
thereby preventing over-

Thanks to Michael Schu- crowding, and any crashes 
bart for his Feb. 6 response or accidents will only prove 
('~ invitation") to my letter Darwin's theory. 
of the previous week ("Big Thanks again, B.C. Ferries, 
dreams.") Also, thanks for the loop is almost as good as 
the reference to the 10-year the 6:15a.m. Fulford sailing 
plan. I presume we will arriving at 6:50 for the 7 a.m. 
be asked to wait a decade to Tsawwassen - but that's 
before we critique it. a different vase of roses. 

Experience has taught JANRABSON, 
me that a plan can and will SALT SPRING 

be changed many times 

RANTS and Roses 
Never ending red roses to Huge bouquets of roses, 

my best friend and the one I unique to Salt Spring, to all 
love, Happy Valentine's Day! the crew and passengers on 

the 9 p.m. Skeena Queen on 
A thousand roses for Sunday. The ferry was held 

choosing my name in the so that we, and others, could 
raffle to be Fire Chief for make the connection from 
the Day. And thanks for all the Tsawwassen ferry, which 
the goodies and stuff in the was running late. It was so 
bag that you gave us. And good to get home after a long 
thanks for the sweater, and day and I appreciate your 
the lunch with all the fire- patience, thank you. S. Keat-
men. And thanks for driv- ing 
ing me to and from school in 
the fire trucks. I had a really, A special Aveda rose bou-
really, good time. Hayden J. quet to Darryl Dooley and 
Rabson Krvstal Smith of Studio 1. 

laurie's view 
Forest engineers are more 

tuned with the economy of 
harvesting practices than 
they are of the economy of 
forestry life and longevity of 
ecosystem. 

I harvested from the for-
est areas that my father had 
logged twice before me. 

The trees that I selected 
for future use are over three 
feet in diameter today and 
could be logged by my chil-
dren or grandchildren. 

Trees have more value 
than the immediate dol-
lar for human squander -
shade, hummus, integral 
insect life, integral animal 
life, moisture retention and 
clean air. 

Multinationals, like poli-
ticians, follow the scent of 
the almighty dollar like a 
bloodhound on the scent of 
a wounded deer. 

I am amused by the 
media's obsession with the 
social giggle juice and the 
results of our stewardship of 
our planet. 

But hey, fellow springers, 
the media also wants to hear 
from those of us that have 
been hands on in the front 
lines in the war to conquer 
or subdue the selected or 
whole mosaic of life in our 
community. 

Our opinions come from 
experience. It's called edu-
cation by participation. 
LAURIE HEDGER, 
LEE ROAD 

Never washed 
a bus 

Regarding the Feb. 6 arti-
cle "WorkSafeBC investi-
gates bus firing," I offer the 
following: 

Was shipwrecked on the 
English coast 
before I went to sea 
but never washed a bus 
too dangerous for me. 
In a typhoon in Tokyo 
Bay 
the harbour we had to flee 
but never washed a bus 
too dangerous for me. 
Smashed the wheelhouse 
windows 
in an Alaskan winter sea 
but never washed a bus 
too dangerous for me. 
Travelled the Northwest 
Passage 
where more died than 
lived to see 
but never washed a bus 
too dangerous for me. 
Sailed the Arctic ocean 
and down to the Antarctic 
sea 
but never washed a bus 
too dangerous for me. 
All of these incidents 

are true, and I have never 
washed a bus. 
PAUL C. ISSERLIS, 
SALT SPRING 

+ 
Aveda Salon for giving up 
so much of their time and 
talents to make the hair of 
the Live Radio Theatre look 
phenomenal. You guys went 
above and beyond - thank 
you.JR 

A ferry full of colourful 
thank-you flowers to Susan 
and Michael, who helped 
by taking my car across the 
water to have my car on Salt 
Spring Island as I needed to 
stay behind. I appreciate you 
both for helping out in a very 
soontaneous olan. Susannah 



+ 

OPINION 

Municipalities can offer clout for climate change 
BY TREVOR Wll.LIAMS 

IN DEPTH 
have called the greatest challenge 
humankind will ever face. 

ing to reduce greenhouse gases. the CRD (with the exception of an 
antiquated few) are seeing more 
green candidates running and 
being elected. 

I wanted to share a slightly more 
positive rendition of municipali
ties, in particular, their important 
role in mitigating climate change. 

While we lived in Oak Bay, we co
founded the local environmental 
group (the Oak Bay Green Com
mittee) and spent several years 
working closely with local politi
cians. 

Many municipalities are work
ing to reduce engine idling through 
education campaigns, fleet vehicle 
reduction modification programs 
and/or visible anti-idling signage 
(unnecessary vehicle idling is a 
serious problem on Salt Spring and 
at the ferry terminal in particular). 

This is in addition to commu
nity groups' work and the indi
vidualized efforts of citizens. 

I do worry that Salt Spring might 
be falling behind other municipal
ities in the CRD in their efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gases because 
of the lack of a unified governing 
body. 

Most Canadians continue to 
believe municipal elections are 
much less important than pro
vincial or federal elections, with 
habitual dismal voter turnouts. 

This was certainly the case in 
Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Cen
tral Saanich and Sooke in the 2005 
elections. Municipal elections in 
2008 will exhibit yet another sig
nificant increase in the number of 
green candidates. 

"When I think of all the 

Although at times both chal
lenging and time-consuming 
(they were politicians after all), 
we found that it was much easier 
to implement significant commu
nity-wide environmental changes 
with the assistance and support of 
the municipal infrastructure. 

Education campaigns, orga
nized, funded or endorsed by 
municipalities include bike to 
work week, walking school buses 
for children, LED light use at pub
lic festivities, eliminating back
yard burning, tree appreciation 
days, styrofoam and soft plastic 
recycling user-pay depots, kitch
en composting programs, garden 
refuge pick-up, compost facili
ties, urban agriculture awareness, 
tree donation programs, reducing 
house size maximums, prompt
ing water conservation, non-es
sential pesticide use education 
campaigns, car-free areas, climate 
change preparedness programs, 
reducing laundry detergent use, 
installing bike lanes, promoting 
bike corridors, etc. 

It is important to clarify that 
I support the Islands Trust and 
very much respect the work and 
integrity of the two current trust
ees, yet I cannot see how they can 
replicate (even with more trust
ees) the cohesion of a municipal 
government. 

areas where Salt Spring 
At times it seems like Salt Spring 

Island is enjoying none of the 
environmental benefits of being a 
municipality and instead experi
encing all the negative aspects of 
being a divisive community. 

When I think of what some 
municipalities in the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) and in 
British Columbia are accomplish
ing, I can't help but wonder if Salt 
Spring Island might benefit from a 
similar structure. 

Clearly, any future vision of Salt 
Spring Island must include the 
Islands Trust, but is it not possible 
the Islands Trust's vision would be 
better supported while working in 
tandem with a local government 
structure? 

could reduce its carbon 

footprint, I do favour a 

more unified governing 

structure:' 

In actuality, more than 50 per 
cent of greenhouse gas emissions 
are under the direct (or indirect) 
control or influence of municipal 
governments. 

When I think of all the areas 
where Salt Spring could reduce 
its carbon footprint, I do favour a 
more unified governing structure. 

I also .can't help but wonder if 
a strong, inclusive (and bright 
green) Salt Spring Island munici
pal government just might be the 
thing to bring a divided commu
nity together - on one topic at 
least. 

Oak Bay was the first in British 
Columbia to set up a climate crisis 
task force; Saanich has pledged to 
become carbon-neutral in 2008, 
tree protection bylaws in Saan
ich, Victoria and Oak Bay are quite 
incredible in their protection of 
what many view as community 
assets. 

Many municipalities in the 
CRD are implementing significant 
innovations to tackle what some 

A municipal government would 
have seven diverse representa
tives elected from the community, 
plus staff, plus, and this is very 
important, access to provincial 
and federal grants for island ini
tiatives. 

There is considerable funding 
available to municipalities work-

Local governments matter a 
great deal in our efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gases and prepare 
for, as communities, the negative 
effects of climate change. 

Increasingly municipalities in 

The writer is an activist who 
believes public discourse is an 
important part of finding solu
tions to community problems. He 
recently joined Islanders for Self
Government. 

Counter offer accept Mr. Booth's original 
listed price of $775,000 for 

Mr. Krebs, in his Jan. 23 the property from The Land 
letter to the Driftwood ("Half Conservancy. 
truths"), likens his business BRIAN Mn.NE, 
activities to an elephant, BEDDIS ROAD 

and states he is the "admin- Narrow roads istrator" for the owners of 
Lot 23 Creekside. It is no secret that our 

Lot 23 had an assessed roads on Salt Spring are haz-
value of $397,600 in 2007 ardous at the best of times. 
and was sold to the present After a very near accident I 
owner for $547,000 in late wrote a letter to ICBC over 
2005. a year ago (on Oct. 8, 2006), 

Eric Booth listed the prop- suggesting their assistance 
erty in 2007 for $775,000 that in obtaining some proper 
would have yielded a profit road markings on our more 
to the owner of $228,000. hazardous curves, pointing 

No offers were forthcom- out that it would be a good 
ing and following delisting, investment on their part. 
the price escalated to an I received encourage-
asked $1,100,000. ment from them, but I have 

The present agreement is learned that the wheels of 
to sell the property to The government turn extremely 
Land Conservancy of B.C. slowly. ICBC pointed out that 
for $975,000, a profit of they do not own the roads, 
$428,000. but might be willing to work 

In the interest of the Salt with the Ministry of Trans-
Spring community, I am portation (MOT) to see what 
presenting Mr. Krebs with could be accomplished. It 
the following challenge: seems that the MOT purse 

I will contribute $200,000 is made up of a number of 
in total to The Land Con- pockets and it is a matter of 
servancy for the purchase locating one which has not 
of Lot 23 if the owner/own- been depleted by various 
ers of Lot 23, whose com- projects, whereas ICBC does 
pany address is 140 Fruit- have money in its purse. 
vale, Salt Spring Island, will So I began blazing my way 

Time ... to think about 
the legacy you'll leave your grandchildren. 

Is there anything more precious than a first-

class education? This could be your legacy to your 

grandchildren if you set up Registered Education 

Savings Plans in their names. 

RESPs are designed to combine the tax advan

tages of a long-term education savings strategy 

with the impact of available grant money.* 

Contact us today, and we'll take the time to show 

you how to use RESPs to make your legacy both 

meaningful, and lasting. 

""Trademarks oWned by lGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. 
•canada Education Savings Grant provided by Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. 

slowly through the bureau-
cratic jungle to get these two 
together. My paper trail con-
tains over 60 e-mails plus 
phone calls. I must say, how-
ever, that all parties con-
cerned have been courteous 
and helpful, with particular 
mention of regional MOT 
personnel Bob Webb and 
Greg Galpin, who are con-
tinually forced to draw from 
their depleting MOT purse 
to get any extra improve-
ment work done. 

Let's give them credit for 
last summer's long over-
due paving and line paint-
ing, such as it is, which they 
were finally able to accom-
plish while having to cope 
with two strikes, etc. I am 
told that their efforts to get 
the very important white 
fog lines painted down the 
sides found that share of the 
purse empty at that stage; 
but they will be doing them 
this year. 

However, there appears 
to be a little good news. 
Through their ingenu-
ity they found a company 
that wishes to market a new 
type of roadside marker and 
would like to introduce it 
to B.C. They managed to 
get Salt Spring chosen for 

Randy Cunningham 
Consultant 
(250) 537-2214 
cell: (250) 221-01 57 
17S Suffolk Road, 
Salt Spring Island 

Randy.Cunningham@ 
investorsgroup.com 
www.investorsgroup.com 

The Plan 
by r.:. Investors 

Group~ 

'""""tors Group Fioancial SeMces Inc. 

a small test area. These are sum2@uniserve.com or is fascinated by the Wilson 
special flexible steel mark- phone 537-5779. journal (I have shown him 
ers and plans are to install MEL SUMNER, my copy) and hopefully it 
some on the shoulders of a CUDMORE HEIGHTS will form part of the exhibi-
few of the more hazardous Lodging? tion- 100 years on from its 
curves of our main roads. completion. 
Test installations are to take I am a great great grand- It would be wonderful 
place soon on Lower Ganges daughter of E.E Wilson - a to have some sketches and 
and Vesuvius Bay Roads. Salt Spring Anglican par- news from Salt Spring to 

Meanwhile, in the inter- ish clergyman for many share with the residents of 
est of accident preven- years beginning in 1894 - Ganges, France. 
tion, we must continue to through Winnie and Fritz, I don't yet have funding 
keep the pressure on to and first visited Ganges two and am hoping to pay my 
have more installed if these years ago. My late mother way to Canada, but I would 
prove acceptable, or at least lived on the island for a few be extremely grateful for 
some other type. Follow-up years when she was young. any help with accommoda-
might have to include ere- I am an artist and I'm hop- tion on Salt Spring. Is there 
ative sources of funding, at ing to come to Salt Spring anyone who might be able 
which time the community again this spring for a few to offer me a bed for a few 
may be asked to support weeks to sketch/paint the days in May or who knows 
some cooperative financ- town and surrounds for a someone who can? (At the 
ing (as in the case of our project linking the Ganges moment I am very flexible 
crosswalk light). I am led to in India and Bangladesh with dates.) 
believe that ICBC would join (including Calcutta Cathe- I'm polite and house-
in. dral, built by E.F. Wilson's trained and all the art work 

In the meantime, at least grandfather) and a small would be outdoors on site 
with what is now being town called Ganges in in Ganges. 
done, perhaps we can gain southern France. I would just need some-
a little more hope that safer I have completed the where to eat and sleep. 
driving conditions might be India part and am halfway Thank you so much for 
on the way, particularly for through the French part any help. Please let me know 
the dark and rainy nights, and hope to complete the if you need any more infor-
which would enable us to Canada part this year. This is mation about me or the 
attend more evening func- all going towards an exhibi- project. 
tions. tion in France in September I can be reached at naomi-

Are you in favour? I wel- and hopefully a book. The hart@yahoo.co. uk. 
come enquiries, support, librarian (who is organising NAOMI HART, 
and suggestions at mel- the exhibition in France) EXETER,ENGLAND 



Trivia, Blackjack, 
Texas Hold'em 

LF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

I NEED SOMEONE ... 
WHERE ARE YOU? 

A SOCIAL SMORGASBOARD OF IDEA~" ~ 
WAYS TO MEET OR REV-UP THAT SPcC1 

know just the place/ 

Ms. Saltyspringer a bona 
fide expert when it comes 
to looking for love in all the 
right places. After years of 
combing the island (sometimes 
solo ... -?ometimes not) for cozy 
cabins, romantic restaurants & 
delicious delicacies, she knows 
just how to answer your date 
dilemmas & quell your hook-up 
hesitations. 

It won't happen again ... 
I promise we 'II do 

something 
wonderful 
darling! 

OEAR MS. 
SAL TYSPRINGER, I 
commute off-island and 
for the last four years 
I've missed Valentine's 
Day with my wife, which 
also happens to be our 
wedding anniversary. 
This year I worked it 
so I get February 14th 
and 15th off. I was 
thinking about taking her away for a few days but our 
kids have a soccer tournament this weekend so we need 
to be here on the 16th. If you had 24 hours to woo 
your partner on-island and make up for four years of 
negligence, what would you do? 

-Sincerely, 
Mr. Neglectful on North End Road. 



PRODUCTS ANO 
~IAL SOMEONE. 

!>EAR MR. NEGtECTFI/1., 
Four years, huh? Phew, you gotta lot of work to do. While many 

rzt I ~ people (note: mostly men) poo-poo Valentine's Day as a 'Hallmark 
Holiday', there is not a woman on the planet who does not like a • 
little special attention now and then. Luckily for you there is a day set 
aside for such spoiling where you can build up much-needed brownie 
points. (Thank you Saint Valentine! See, wasn't that worth it?) 

First, set up your babysitter now. This is a time just for you and 
wife ... but it's also a time for the rest of the island's couples and sitters 
will be in high demand. Once the kiddies are all settled, rent yourself 
a sweet little spot in the woods or by the sea. Now, your own home 
may be surrounded by forest and right on the beach, but getting out 
of your normal setting and routine is key for making this day special. 

You don't want to be fixing that leak in the livingroom and she 
definitely doesn't want to be doing the dusting, so call up the Visitor 
Info Centre (121 Lower Ganges Road, 537-5252, chamber@ 
saltspring.com, www.saltspringtodaycom) and get specific about 
what you're looking for. Or check out the Driftwood's visitor-oriented 
website (www.gulffslands.net), which has full accommodation listings 
where you can search for the exact criteria you want, from hot tubs 
to pet-friendly places. I'd suggest finding something self-catered and 
s~c/JJ!Ied, the former because you're gonna need a kitchen to make 
your famous frittata and the later. .. well, why do you think? 

Now you're gonna need supplies for your joyful jaunt and why 
ed ) not try using the 100-mi/e-diet philosophy as a guide because 

nothing says "/love you" more than saving the planet. OK, expect 
maybe a diamond ring (Canadian, of course). Book your beau a 
manicure and pedicure because every girl likes to have pretty toes 

·I (Skin Sensations Day Spa and Healing Arts Centre, 537-8807, 
' y, ~ www.skinsensations.com; Salt Springs Spa Resort, 537-4111, 
r:rd. www.saltspringspa.com; Esthetics by Penny, 538-0307; Milady's 

tcur t(i..wttt a. 'l'.srtt,.,.U Jrlff,.U.s: 

-2 nights In an ocean or forest vtew• guest chalet 
-Champagne & Romance Gift BasketufJO(Iarrival 

-1 hour couples Refalwtioll Massage 
~Unlimited U$e Of our Soothll\fl lr!frared SaUl"'r 

-Dinner for two at Salt Spring Inn 
and Raven Stroot Marltct catc 

,,. <1J'Jitft!,, Got* 1"'"~1"1 &.twf~.~ti II$<' tif•"'rirr-f$4kt ~ ptrwr< ~r 
.!p<l jarvui, 5p.1 rolits, ~lftl>, rm61111p, 6tR$s. m-tt• lio.lts ~ ki~ug ti'.I.Wr-

HMMM ... I NEED SOME NEW 
IDEAS .. . HOW ABOL/,T YOU? · ·ar"rr ·· ···, 

Esthetics, 537-0057) and tell her this is the Valentine's surprise you've 
been talking about. She'll be thrilled and unsuspecting of any further covert 
operations. While she's getting her fingers massaged and moisturized, you, my 
friend, have some running around to do. 

Buy some fresh farm eggs, soft cheese (Salt Spring Cheese, 285 Reynolds 
Road, 653-2300; Moonstruck Organic Cheese, 1306 Beddis Road, 537-
4987), and a bottle of red wine from one of the vineyards on Lee's Hill (Salt 
Spring Vineyards, 151 Lee Road, 653-9463, vineyards@saltspring.com, www. 
saltspringvineyards.com -Fetish is one of my favourites and sets the mood, don't 
you think?; Garry Oaks Vineyard, 1880 Fulford-Ganges Road, 653-4687, info@ 
garryoakswinerycom, www.garryoakswinerycom). While flowers and chocolates 
may seem over-used in the tokens-of-affection department, they're there for a 
reason ... chocolate makes us happy and flowers make rooms pretty (Harlan's 
Chocolates, 100 Lower Ganges Rd. , 537-1726, www.harlanschocolates.com; 
Salt Spring Chocolate Co. , 537-4142, crowbar@saltspring.com; Flowers by 
Arrangement, 537-9252, www.flowersbyarrangement.ca; Foxglove Farm & 
Garden Supply, 537-5531, www.gulfislands.com/foxglove; Ganges Village 
Market, 537-4144; Thrifty Foods Flowers & More, 537-1522). Happy and pretty 
are two things you want your wife to feel when she's around you. Oh, and avoid 
carnations, they bring up memories of awkward high-school dances, spotty
faced boys and bad hair-cuts. Go for something a tad more unusual/ike a single 
white orchid or a handful of pink peonies. 

Grab some dark roasted coffee (Salt Spring Coffee Co., McPhillips Ave., 
537-0825, orders@saltspringcoffee.com, www.saltspringcoffee.com) and a 
couple of buttery croissants (Embe Bakery, 17 4 Fulford-Ganges Road, 537-
5611; Barb's Bakery & Bistro, 121 McPhillips Ave., 537-4491; Jana's Bake 
Shop, 324 Upper Ganges Road, 537-0029; Morningside Organic Bakery & 
Cafe, 107 Morningside Road, 653-4414) for the morning after. .. you're going 
to need something to replenish your exhausted selves. 

Drop your wagonfull of tempting treats off at your chosen love-shack, 
setting everything up all nice-like, and round up your blissed-out beauty. 
On the way home when you turn left instead of right, she may think you've 
completely lost your mind, but all will be forgotten and forgiven when you 
lead her down the path to your own private pan-abode. Who's Mr. Neglectful 
now, huh? Well, definitely not you, Mr. Thoughtful!z 

VaCentine's Dinner 
Guest chef, special menu and live music. 

4 COURSE DINNER $55/COUPLE 

Jazz Saturdays • 
Feb. 16th Live from New York 

it's Saturday Night with Misha Piatigorsky 

I n· 
IIKJCIUUIICJ 1111/WJf 

I50.00P.2 
Show her you love her with 
crab & tenderloin, a glass of 

champagne & your choice of dessert. 
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED. 

Moby:'s 
marine pub 
~ 

Sensational Singles & 
Couples Packages 

45 min. facial I 45 min. massage I bath 

single - reg. $145 NOW $123.00 
couple - reg. $290 NOW $232.00 

f?tettt~~~~ .. 
'"•neoc< o<~ -;..--- ""' . ---du,, ~'Im!-illill 8 
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eek 
Wed. 

Feb 13 
E ENTERTAJNMENT 

Open Stage W"rth Stephanie 
Rhodes. At Shipstones. 8 p.m. 

HER ACTIVITIES 

Wednesday Night Poker. 
Every Wed. at The Local. 
The Lee Families of Salt Spring. 
Presentation with 75 photos on the 
big screen at the SS Historical Society 
meeting. Central Hall. 2 p.m. 
Youth Bake Sale. At the Core Inn, 
3-?p.m. 
Salt Spring Sdlools Fadlities Use. 
Discussion forum for parents, students 
& educators on finding new home for 
Phoenix Secondary. GISS. 6:30p.m. 
Gulf Islands Sdlool Board. 
MeetsattheSIMSiibrary.1 p.m. 
Toy Library. Free loan of toys for 1-2 
weeks. Wednesdays at Fulford school. 
10..11 a.m. 

Tu~ 

Thurs. Fri. 
feb 14 Feb 15 

lVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Open Stage. With host Tess Fama. 
Fulford Inn Pub. 7-10 p.m. 
One Night Stand. Shipstones. 8 p.m. 
Live Music at El Zocalo. 
For Valentine's Day dinner. 
Aggrieved Affection. Three one-act 
plays presented by GISS'Second Story 
Theatre. This is a Test, Kissing Scene 
& The Qualities of Zero. ArtSpring. 
7:30p.m. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

African Drumming. 
With Laurent Boucher. Thursdays 
at 162 Oakspring, 5-6:30 p.m. Info: 
Laurent 537-4979. 
SS Weavers & Spinners Guild. 
Show, Ask & Tell. ArtSpring.10:3Q
noon. 
4H +Sheep Oub Registration. 
New season registration at 
Community Gospel Chapel. 6:45 p.m. 
Country Dance. 
Fulford School. 5:30..8:30 p.m. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Aggrieved Affection. Three one
act plays from GISS' Second Story 
Theatre. ArtSpring. 7:30p.m. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Friday Morning Yoga. The 
Gatehouse. 9-10 a.m.lnfo: 653-{)028. 
Teens' Belly Dance Classes. The 
Gatehouse.1:3Q-2:30 p.m. 653-{)028. 
Children's Belly Dance Oasses. 
The Gatehouse. 3-4 p.m. 653-{)028. 
Cougar Annie's Garden. Slide show 
and presentation with Peter Buckland 
and author Margaret Horsfield. 
Community Gospel Chapel. 7 p.m. 
Outer Peace Acne Relief Event 
Studio One. From 10 a.m. 
Deeksha Blessing & Deep 
Meditation. Ganges Yoga Studio. 
?p.m. 
Gospel Singing Workshop. 
Weekend workshop for all levels 
begins tonight at GISS.Info/ 
registration: 537-5071. 
Story Time at the Public Library. 
Join Sheila Spence for Stories 
That Count, stories to help learn 
numbering and counting skills.For 
children aged 4-6, 1-2 p.m. 

CINEMA 

Sat. 
feb 16 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

The Gilbert Bros. The Local. 8 p.m. 
Misha Piatigorsky. New York jazz 
pianist at El Zocalo. 6:30 p.m. on. 
Aggrieved Affection. ArtSpring. 
7:30p.m. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Aphrodesia: A Valentine's Erotique 
Masquerade. Burlesque dancers, belly 
dancing, costume contest & more. 18-
plus only. Doors at 8 p.m. 536-6987. 
Modem Jazz Technique. With Andrea 
at 104 Langs Rd. Saturdays, 10..11:15 
a.m. until March 29.1nfo: 538-{)116. 
Community Flea Market Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture & much more. 
Central Hall. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Save Salt Spring Rainforest Appeal 
Gala. Four -course gourmet winemakers 
dinner at the SS Golf & Country Oub, with 
guest speaker lona Campagnolo and MC 
Arthur Black. 6 p.m. Reserve through The 
Land Conservancy at 250..383-4627. 
Baseball & Softball Registration. 
At Sports Traders.10a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Story & Image Workshop. Two-day 
Painters Guild workshop with Amarah 
Gabriel. ArtSpring.lnfo/register: Jose, 
537-1121. 

Sun. 
Feb 17 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Barley Bros. Fulford Inn Pub. 
Ben Butterfield, Kinza Tyrrell 
& Anne Grimm. Tenor, pianist & 
soprano at ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m. 
Pre-concert chat at 1:30. 
Gospel Choir Concert. Eric Dozier 
leads choir after weekend workshop. 
GISS mutti-purpose room. 1:30 p.m. 
Stubbs Family & Louis Ranger. 
New York Opera Orchestra 
performers and UVic music faculty 
member perform SIMS music 
program benefit All Saints. 3 p.m. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Guided Creekside Walks. Meet at 
comer of Creekside & Hillview Dr. at 1 
p.m. on Sundays. 
Ferries Opposition Critic. NDP 
MLA Gary Coons hosts public 
meeting on ferry issues. Part of coast
wide tour. ArtSpring. 4:30..5:30 p.m. 
Vocal Workshop.lmprov and 
inspiration led by Ella Topaz. All 
experience levels. 705 Beaver Pt Rd. 
10..3. Pre-register through 653-4261, 
or ella_ topaz@hotrnail.com. 
Story & Image Workshop. 
Second day of workshop. 

Mon. 
Feb 18 

ACTIVITIES 

Eckhart Tolle Practising Presence 
Group. Drop-in. 7:30p.m. Info: 
Amrita, 537-2799. 
Osho Kundalini Moving 
Meditation. Drop-in. 5:30p.m. Info: 
Am rita, 537-2799. 
Monday Life Drawing. 

· Every Monday, 3rd floor Core Inn. Info: 
Jose Campbell, 537-1121. 
Bellydance Classes. 
Mondays with Liz Redmond at North 
End Fitness. 7 p.m. 

Tues. 
Feb 19 

West African Dance Oasses. Live 
percussion dance dasses. Tuesdays at 
Beaver Pt Hall. 6-7:30 p.m. All ages. 
Prostate Cancer Support Group. 
Discussion and get-together at Farmers 
Institute meeting room. 1:30 p.m. 
Toy Library. Free loan of toys for 1-2 
weeks. Tuesdays at SS Bementary 
School. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Wed. 
Feb 20 

ACTIVITIES 

Zen Meditation. Group meets at 210 
Cedar Lane, 7-9 p.m. Info: 537-2831. 
HIPPOS. Heatthy Infants Parents and 
Partners on Salt Spring. Parent/baby 
games and fitness fun with facilitator 
& childcare at Portlock Portable. Info: 
537-9176. 
Toy Ubrary. Free loan of toys for 1-2 
weeks. Wednesdays at Fulford school. 
10..11 a.m. 
Sdlolastic Book Fair. SS Elementary 
School multi-purpose room. 8:30 a.m. to 
6:30p.m. (Closed from noon to 1 p.m.) 

Film Festival Cafe 

~~~* ~s~~~~ 

The Great Debaters - Inspired by a true story, The Great Debaters chronicles the journey 
of Professor Melvin Tolson, a brilliant but volatile debate team coach who uses the power 
of words to shape a group of underdog students from a small African American college in 
the deep south into a historically elite debate team. A controversial figure, Professor Tolson 
challenged the social mores of the time and was under constant fire for his unconventional and 
ferocious teaching methods as well as his radical political views. Starring Denzel Washington 
and Forest Whitaker. 

Pete Seeger, The Power of Song 
Thurs., Feb., 28th. 7pm (doors open at 5:30pm) 

at Barb's Bakery 

Eggs Benedict 
Breakfast Special 

2 poached eggs on an 
English muffin, with back bacon 
smothered in hollandaise sauce, 
served with hashbrowns (yum!) 

ONLY $5.95 + tax 
Monday - Thursday 

7 am -11 am 
February 4-28 

Mad Money- A comedy about three ordinary women who form an unlikely friendship and 
... decide to do something extraordinary- rob one ofthe most secure banks in the wortd. Stars 
.. Diane Keaton, Queen Latifah and Katie Holmes. 
~ Coming next week- No Country for Old Men - nominated for 8 Academy Awards! 

CABLE TV -• Attention Shaw Cable TV Channelll viewers - The Daily is your source for stories 
reflecting Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island people and places. 
The program is about half an hour in length and repeats continuously during the day and 
evening with new stories added daily. On Wed., Feb. 13, watch the Salt Spring A&E report 
Next Tues.-Wed., Feb. 19-20, see a story about the Salt Spring Island Conservancy's Stewards 
in Training program and the search for volunteers for this year's session. 
Also tune in for community messages, weather and news headlines. For further details about 
community programming, call537-1335. 

• Julia Cairns exhibits work inspired by living in Africa at ArtSpring from Fri., Feb. 15 to 
Thurs., Feb. 21. Opening reception with the artist from 5-7 p.m. on Friday. Exhibit open daily 
from 10-5, and for the Black Umfolosi show on the evening of Feb. 21 . 
·Cody Conner has an exhibition of work in the ArtSpring lobby through February. 
• Salt Spring Coffee Co. staff members Anthony Matthews, Chris Russell, Louise 
Goodman, Lou Ellis, Daniel Beckley, Megan Robinson, Gillian McConnell, Sylvie 
Cazabon, Amanda Wood, Daniel Mattingly and Matt Haydon are having a group show 
in the cafe through February. 
• New life drawings by Thomas McPhee are showing at Auntie Pesto's Restaurant. 
• Jana's Bake Shop shows new photos from Salt Spring photographer Deb Hagarty. 

THIW'TY FOODS"~ 
smiles every day.· 

Ganges, Mouafs Centre • 7:30am to Spm • Customer Service 537-1522 

SWEDISH MAnliUS & PIU.IIWS 
1-800-887-4321 

www.tempurcanada.com 
Tern pur is sold in over 50 countries 

worldwide, with hundreds of 
dealers across Canada. 

CHEVROLET 
PONTIAC 
:J3"'l..1ICK. 

0% Financing continues on selected models 
GMC:: 

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan 

ANGELA 
KETCH BELLIS 

Body shop 2so 748 437o www.peterbaljetgm.com 

~ 
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OPINION 

New ecosystem health study 
seeking community support 
BY CHRISTINE VOPEL 

Thcked away into a north
western corner of the Pacific 
Ocean there lies a beauti
ful island home to lakes, 
streams and mountains 
- home to an astonishing 
array of flora and fauna- an 
island known as Salt Spring. 

If one were to ask, why 
do you love this island, 
what would your answer 
be? Perhaps it is the charm 
of a rural lifestyle, having 
access to pristine lakes and 
mountains, or being part of 
a tightly knit community. 

Whatever the answer may 
be, we can be certain of one 
fact. Each one of us desires 
to inhabit a place that is both 
aesthetically pleasing and 
healthy, since by possessing 
healthy ecosystems, we cre
ate healthy communities. 

And Salt Spring seems 
pretty healthy, doesn't it? 
We have an abundance of 
organic food, an environ
mentally conscious society, 
numerous forests and· plen
ty of fresh air. But wait. Let's 
take a deeper look. 

This month sees the 
launch of a new initiative 
titled Healthy Ecosystems, 
Healthy Community Initia
tive (HEHCI) which seeks 
to do just that: take a deep
er look. It aims to discover 
how our ecosystems - our 
local watersheds, creeks and 
streams - are truly faring. 

Although a paradise for 
many, Salt Spring Island 
possesses its share of prob
lems. Local environmental 
concerns include toxic algal 
blooms in St. Mary Lake, 
vast areas of deforestation 
resulting in loss of soil nutri
ents and contamination of 
streams, green slime in our 
harbours and invasive spe
cies such as the American 
bullfrog. HEHCI hopes to 
provide information to take 
action before issues like 
these become crises. 

The HEHCI will provide 
the first comprehensive 
"health check-up" of Salt 
Spring Island's ecosystems. 
It will make this information 
available to the community, 
so that we can take action 
before issues like these 
become crises. 

The project is spearhead
ed by two Salt Spring Island
ers, ecologist Dr. David Rap
port, internationally rec
ognized leader in the area 
of ecosystem health, and 
anthropologist Dr. Luisa 
Maffi, co-founder and direc
tor of the NGO Terralingua. 
Rapport's primary focus 
will be the science-based 
assessment and monitoring 
component of the initiative, 
whereas Maffi will provide 
input on the cultural and 
social aspects of the project. 

The HEHCI has been 
divided into three stages. 
Stage one comprises gath
ering existing information 
and identifying the key 
indicators of ecosystem 
health for the island's three 
main watersheds, St. Mary, 
Cusheon and Maxwell. 

Stage two will build on 
this and bring to the com
munity the findings on the 
health of the watersheds. 
Stage three will expand this 
experience and create a sys
tematic moni~oringprogram 

IN DEPTH 
providing regularly updated 
reports on the health of all 
Salt Spring ecosystems. 

What will all this informa
tion tell us about the vital
ity of our ecosystems and 
threats to our well-being? 

"Ecosystem medicine, 
much like human health 
care, should not be just about 
fixing the problem, it should 
be about prevention," Rap
port said. 

The initiative will contrib
ute a scientific foundation 
for evaluating the health of 
our island's ecosystems, and 
thus provide a solid basis 
for community action. "The 
hope is to educate ourselves 
and people in the commu
nity, so that the results can 
contribute to better policy 
making," said Maffi. 

But what then is ecosystem 
health? Rapport defines it as 
"sustaining our livelihoods 
without compromising the 
vitality of the ecosystems on 
which our lives depend." 

He first became interest
ed in ecosystem health in 
the late 1970s after a con
versation with his brother 
in-law, a physician and sur
geon. Together they recog
nized that diagnosing dis
ease in humans had simi
larities to finding out what 
causes pathology in ecosys
tems. They found that con
cepts like "vital signs," used 
in human medicine, also 
were appropriate for the 
health of the environment. 

Healthy ecosystems have 
the capacity to support the 
interactions between spe
cies, maintain their levels 
of productivity, regenerate 
populations, and rebound 
from natural catastro 
phes such as floods or fire. 
Stressed ecosystems lose 
these fundamental prop
erties and become dys
functional. When severely 
damaged, they may never 
recover - or not recover in 
ecological time. 

Rapport has been carry
ing out research on these 
areas for more than two 
decades. He was responsible 
for the first State of the En vi
ronment Report for Canada, 
and for the development of 
the statistical system now 
used worldwide by national 
and international agencies 
to report on the environ
ment. 

In 2006 , Rapport and 
Maffi gave several semi
nars to health providers on 
eco-cultural health at Lady 
Minto Hospital. This result
ed in follow-up discussions 
with a small group of Salt 
Spring health professionals. 
This in turn led to an open 
dialogue meeting with the 
Salt Spring Community in 
August of 2007 on the issue 
of the health of our island's 
ecosystems in relation to 
the health and well-being of 
our community. The interest 
kindled by this meeting sug
gested the need for a follow
up, which gave birth to this 
initiative. 

Although much research 
has already taken place on 
the health of local water
sheds, such as Cusheon 
Lake, much of the data have 

not been systematically 
integrated and organized 
to provide the "big picture" 
as to how the health of our 
island is doing. 

This is where the initiative 
comes in. "The HEHCI will 
give us a solid understand
ing of Salt Spring's ecosys
tems, how our activities 
affect the island and how 
changes in the environment 
impact us both physically 
and psychologically," said 
Rapport. 

So what is needed from 
Salt Spring Islanders? 

"Well-rounded support 
from all sectors of the com
munity, including businesses, 
developers, conservationists, 
farmers, health profession
als, schools," said Rapport. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

For more information and 
how to contribute, contact 
David Rapport at 538-0938 
or eco health@hotmail. 
com. TRAPPED: Andy Knoth repairs crab traps for the Wei bury II, a vessel owned by Salt Spring 

Island crab fisherman Gary LeMarchant. 
The writer is a Salt Spring

based freelance writer. 

The Gulf Islands Driftwood has joined a network 
of B.C. community newspapers for presenting 
its online content. The improved, larger website 
offers more content, including breaking news from 
around the province, plus more stories from the 
Driftwood's weekly print edition, including news, 
features, sports, entertainment and letters to the 
editor. You can also find your favourite Driftwood 
publications on our improved website, including 
the Gulf Islands Real Estate Magazine and the 
popular Aqua- Gulf Islands Living magazine. 
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BCLocaiNews.com is the largest on-line news-gathering organization in B.C. 

Check us out at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

More visitor information online 
Gulf Islands Online - www.gulfislands.net, will 
retain a focus on Gulf Islands tourism information. 
Gulf Islands online contains comprehensive visitor 
information including: 

- attractions 
- extensive maps 
- real estate listings 
-the latest weather information 
-accommodations guide 
-dining guide 
- calendar of events 
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Gulf Islands online is the Internet gateway to the Gulf Islands 

Check us out at www. gulfislands.net 
Advertising Opportunities 
Target your on-line advertising to readers who are 
interested in our community through 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com and visitors to the 
Gulf Islands through www.gulfislands.net. 

Ask about our 
$99 hotlink special on 
Gulf Islands On-Line. 

ri """""""'ooti 
YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 

.. 



What to look for when you're ready to go digital 
Finding the right camera 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Less than a decade ago, the big 
debate in the photography world 
was whether or not digital cameras 
were here to stay. 

Many traditionalists swore 
nothing could compare with the 
hands-on feeling film had to offer, 
while other photographers lauded 
the convenience of the digital age. 

Since that time, digital cameras 
have swamped the marketplace 
and long-time camera manufac
turers like Kodak have stopped 
making film cameras altogether. 

Between 2001 and 2005, annual 
sales of digital cameras rose from 
433,000 to nearly 2.5 million. Dur
ing that same period, the number 
of film cameras dropped from 1.4 
million to 192,000, based on sta
tistics from the Canadian Imaging 
Trade Association. 

Judging by the numbers, it's 
clear fans of the new format are 
well out in front, but that doesn't 
mean everyone's jumped on the 
digital photography bandwagon 
quite yet. 

For great shots 
TIP #1: Whether you're 

shooting with film or digital, 
light always plays a factor. 
Sunset and sunrise are often 
the best times to get that per
fect picture. 

TIP #2: Try out different 
angles. Shots from a higher 
or lower vantage point can 
spice up just about any drab 
photo. 

TIP # 3: Zoom in or walk 
up to your subject to fill the 
screen. Use your camera's 
macro mode when shooting 
up close. Everyday details 
take centre stage when seen 
up close. 

Bob Young, the owner of Apple 
Photo in Ganges, still sees a large 
number of people visiting his store 
in search of their first digital cam
era. 

"People come in and ask for all 
kinds of things," he said. "I ask 
them to decide how much camera 
they really need." 

The technology industry's bread 
and butter is based on the "next 
best thing," but there's little use 
forking over $1,000 if you just want 
to snap a few pictures of the grand
kids. 

Over the past decade, Young said, 
the industry has developed a wide 
range of products and designs for 
all abilities and budgets. The basic 
distinction is between the digital 
SLR and simpler point-and-shoot 
models. 

Digital SLR (single-lens reflex) 
cameras are higher-end units used 
mainly by professional or serious 
photographers. One of the main 
advantages of the SLR model is that 
photographers can buy additional 
lenses and flashes, depending on 
their needs. The drawback is that 
more options cost more money. 

Point-and-shoot cameras, on 
the other hand, are made for 
people who want to take a decent 
picture with as little fuss as pos
sible. Though they're designed 
for amateur photographers, more 
and more of these cameras come 
with movie modes, powerful 
zoom functions, image effects and 
optional manual controls. 

Best of all, a quality point and 
shoot can be had for as little as 
$150. 

These are by far the most popu
lar category, Young said. 

"People find they have enough 
functions and they like that they 
can keep them in their pocket 
and take them out whenever they 
like." 

Once customers have narrowed 
their focus on the type of camera 
they want, the next points to look 
for are megapixels and the zoom 
function. 

Essentially, thenumberofmega
pixels dictates the quality of an 
image. The higher the number, the 
higher the quality and the easier it 
is to zoom in and capture details. 

Before you decide to go ahead 
and purchase that 21-megapixel 
camera, it's important to step back 
and consider how good your pic
ture has to be. Also consider that 
larger files take up more room on 
your computer's hard drive. 

Higher megapixel cameras also 
require larger and more expensive 
memory cards to store your pic
tures before they are transferred to 
a computer or developed. 

A mid-range five-megapixel 
camera offers most photographers 
more than enough quality and 
won't likely break the bank, Young 
said. 

Perhaps more important than 
the megapixel count is a camera's 
optical-zoom factor. 

While Young said many cam
eras offer users zoom features, it's 
important to identify whether it is 
optical or digital. 

Since a digital zoom only dou
bles the size of a picture's pixels (as 
opposed to the subject of the pic
ture) digitally zoomed images are 
less clear than their optical zoom 
counterparts, no matter how big 
the number. 

For many, the biggest advantage 
of the digital format is that users no 
longer have to fumble through the 
process of loading film into their 
cameras. All people need to do is 
pop in a battery and memory card, 
and line up their next shot. Unfortu
nately, however, even convenience 
can have its disadvantages. 

Next month: What to do with all 
those images: storing, sharing and 
printing your photos. 

Apple Photo Matches Off-Island Prices on 
All Cameras and Accessories! 

~TELUS 
authorized dealer~ 

www.cowichansound.com 
1-866-448-484 7 

951 A Canada Ave., Duncan • Duncan Mall • Mill Bay 

oesktops.... .............. ~-·· 

N'£Wiook! 

sAM~ocation! 
from$49 5 

from$69 5 
Vista ~eb()Oks. .. -.-· . ~ 9 5 
XP Pto f;letebooks ..... ffQfJ'l 

from~l~95 
~Q~u~ad~c~···· o~r.e::.:·:::····::.:...···-·--·-·· -j 

21 Queens Road, Duncan 746-9715 
www.seaside.net 

T R A D E R s 
MOVING TO DIGITAL? 

We sell used digital cameras 

We buy classic and 
collectible film gear 

CALL US FIRST 

(250} 382-6838 I info@camera-traders.com 
# 11 0-560 Johnson Street Victoria 
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TECH TALK Digital 
Camera 
Glossary 

Life is busy on the digital playground 
Mega pixel 

One-million pixels. 
Every digital image 
is made up of tiny 
dots called pixels. The 
number determines the 
quality of the image. 

Digital zoom 
Enlarges the size of an 

image by doubling the 
size of the pixels. Images 
become fuzzier the 
larger they get. 

Optical zoom 

Kids explore 

virtual worlds 

BY AMY GEDDES 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

While some kids may 
spend their after-school 
hours playing fetch with the 
family dog, 11-year-old Ellis 
Hofmann has his work cut 
out for him online, where 
he can be found taking care 
of 30 Webkinz pets. 

This is a type of zoom 
on digital cameras that 
actually magnifies the 
subject of the photo. 

Ellis ensures his Webkinz 
pets enjoy a lavish lifestyle. 
His frog, penguin and leop
ard, among others, are bus
ied with the demanding 
tasks of swimming in a vir
tual swimming pool, play
ing arcade games and going 
on frequent shopping trips 
to buy chocolate pudding, 
zebra print lounge chairs or 
clothing that ranges from 
snowboarding toques to 
yoga pants. 

Webklnz pets are lovable plush pets that each come With a unique Secret COde. Qt51X!ver OUr Ntt Wehldnz fiKWMl 

Wlth It, yru enter Webk!nz World where yoo care ror your virtual pet, answer Tnulio•C•rmSertesiiA<allabieNow!Re•d•Uabout[tl 

Memory card trMa, earn KinlC.ash, and play the belit kids games on the net! ~ll~nk.all~. Please.3.,~ 

A small electronic 
device used to store 
image files. These rapge 
from several hundred 
megabytes to several 
gigabytes in size. 

LCD screen 
Virtually all digital 

cameras have a screen 
to preview images and 
change a camera's set
tings. Consider how 
big a screen you need 
when purchasing a new 
camera. 

A Webkinz is a real plush 
toy that comes with a code 
that when typed into the 
internet opens up the 
"Webkinz World," a website 
that allows kids to "adopt" a 
virtual version of their pet 
that they must continually 
feed and play with to keep 
their happiness, health and 
hunger meters up. 

Everything in Webkinz 
World is purchased using 

Webkinz home page. 

KinzCash, which is given 
to each pet in limited sup
ply. Once the KinzCash 
runs out, it has to be earned 
again by winning at quiz 
games or by getting high 
scores on games like Go 
Fish and Bingo. 

On Salt Spring, as with 
the rest of North America, 
Webkinz hit their peak in 
sales last March when 

tit•>~··· SONY: BRAVIA BLU·RAYTM ,.,,,.
0 

DISC PLAYER 1111 
XBR If1e Pinnacle of Sony Performance and Design 

£Jj • 

BRA VIA® XBRS® Series LCD 
Flat Panel HDTV 

• Timeless piano black finish with Sony's unique 
floating glass frame. 

• Motionftow 120 Hz high frame rate motion enhancer. 

ATLAS 
AUDIO VIDEO 

C·•·,_,,~,·--~"''' 

jfi!Ql'iY -"':':~ 

• See and hear a whole new world of high definition 
with the incredible Blu·Ray. 

BDPS300 $499.00 

40" LCD: KDL·40XBR5 $2799 
46" LCD: KDL·46XBR5 $3299 
52" LCD: KDL·52XBR5 $3999 

821 Fort Street 
Victoria 

250.385.2712 
www.avu.ca 

Probkm wtth a o.ad< of tradlna card$7 Read thfi! 

stores were left scrambling 
to order more to keep up 
with the demand. 

Gary Utter, the owner of 
Salt Spring's PharmaSave 
stores, said they are not · 
selling nearly as many as 
they were during the "Web
kinz craze." 

But Ellis knows many 
kids his age who continue 
to spend time online, not 

0 

just playing in Webkinz 
World, but in other virtual 
worlds as well that include 
Plant Tycoon and Disney's 
Club Penguin. And with the 
recent release of the Shin
ing Stars - stuffed toys like 
Webkinz with online codes 
- there continues to be a 
host of different ways kids 
can access virtual play
grounds. 

I COM. 

Easy to Use. 
Rugged and 
Compact with lcom's 
'V Speed" Audio! 

VHS AIR BAND 
TRANSCEIVERS 
• Full keypad 
• Clear audio output 
• Portable, lightweight and compact 

Proponents say having 
to care for Webkinz teaches 
kids to nurture, it teaches 
them about responsibility 
and is a real life Jesson in 
managing a limited cash 
supply. 

But in a virtual world 
that revolves around mak
ing and spending KinzCash, 
critics say it stimulates a 
consumerist appetite and 
find the gimmick of requir
ing kids to continually log 
on to play with their pets 
to keep them satisfied an 
all-too-transparent way of 
placing the Internet at the 
centre of kids' lives. 

While many Salt Spring 
kids will be spending their 
after-school time logged
on, others will be pursuing 
off-screen activities. Salt 
Spring Centre School stu
dents have been encour
aged to come up with new 
things to do, like painting, 
reading, doing puzzles and 
playing board games as part 
of the school's off-screen 
challenge taking place dur
ing the month of February 
-something Erin Porter, the 
school's principal, said will 
give kids a chance to come 
up with creative play alter
natives. 

Ellis, for the record, is also 
a huge fan of Vancouver 
Island-opoly and Rumoli. 

I 

...... 

""'~ 



\18 I WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

NEWSBEAT 
ISLANDS TRUST 

Trust seeks public input on 5.8% budget inaease 
March 5 is submission 

deadline for responses 

The Islands Trust is seeking pub
lic input on its proposed budget 
for 2008-2009 before Trust Council 
makes a final decision about the 
budget at its upcoming quarterly 
meeting set for March 12-14 on 
Hornby Island. 

Public input is due by March 5. 
To accommodate budget 

requirements for the upcoming 
year, the Trust's Financial Planning 
Committee is recommending a 
budget of $6.15 million, represent
ing an increase in property tax of 
approximately $3.63 per $100,000 
of assessed property value, or 5.8 
percent. 

"If approved by Trust Council, 

this would mean a property tax 
increase of approximately $16.35 
for a typical residential property 
assessed at $450,000," states an 
Islands Trust press release. Islands 
Trust taxes account for approxi
mately 10-20 per cent of the total 
tax bill for a typical property 
owner. 

"This budget will provide us with 
some of the resources we need to 

provide more timely processing of the Islands Trust website at www. 
applications and improved bylaw islandstrust.bc.ca or directly from 
enforcement," said Trust Council Islands Trust offices. 
chair Kim Benson in the release. "It · Public comments on the bud
will also allow us to engage envi- get must be delivered by 4:30p.m. 
ronmental and scientific special- on Wednesday, March 5 to Islands 
ists from time to time so that we Trust Council; Attention: Treasur
can better deliver on our mandate er, at #200-1627 Fort Street, Victo
to preserve and protect the Islands ria, BC V8R 1H8; by fax: 250-405-
TrustArea." 5155 or by e-mail to: budget2008@ 

Budget details are available on islandstrust.bc.ca. 

Market News 
Pepsi, Schweppes, Naya Go 

Ginger Ale, Tonic & Water 
Club Soda 

1L 

Village Market 

Organic 
Coffee 

BIG BIG 21b bag 
Equals= $7.48 for 400g 

ROASTED TO PERFECTION 
IN QUALICUM BEACH 

Shopping list: 
···••····•·•······•···•·· 
0 Butter 
0 Onion 
0 Garlic 
0 Roasted red peppers 
0 Vegetable stock 
0 Cooking sherry 
0 Paprika 
0 Sugar 
0 Diced tomatoes 

0 Heavy cream 
0 Salt & pepper 

12x750ml 
sport top 

Denman Island 

Organic 
Cho 

Ribena 
Original 

44-46g 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET ROASTED RED PEPPER TOMATO SOUP 
Short cuts to cooking for one or two© with Sarah Lynn 
Roasted Red Pepper: Traditionally a ripe bell pepper slowly roasted over an open flame. The 
roasting of peppers wrinkles and loosens the skin so that they may be peeled. If blackened, a 
caramelized taste results. This is desired by some but is not essential for the many incidental uses 
of roasted red peppers. One of the most versatile ingredients used in many cuisines, roasted red 
pepper is commonly found in Mediterranean, Mexican and Southwestern cuisines. A member of 
the capsicum family, red bell peppers have a mild tang and no "bite" at all, since they contain a 
recessive gene that eliminates capsaicin, the substance that makes chili peppers hot. Why not try 
creating your own signature dish with roasted red peppers? ..................................................................................... 

Over medium heat saute 3 tablespoons butter. 1 small chopped onion. 3 cloves minced garlic until soft. 
Cool, then puree together with 10 roasted red peppers (1 jar) 1 small can diced tomatoes & 3 cups vegetable 
stock in a blender or food processor until smooth. Mix the puree with 1/2 cup cooking sherry or red wine 
(optional), 1 teaspoon paprika & 2 teaspoons sugar. Simmer over low heat for 15 minutes. Add 1/2 cup heavy 
whipping cream & simmer for 5 minutes more. Add salt & pe_pper to taste. If you desire a thicker soup, mix 
together in a small bowl 3 tablespoons flour & 3 tablespoons water until smooth then add to your hot soup & stir. 
Top with a fresh sprig of basil or parsley. Serve with a fresh, hearty bread like Mountain Grain from our bakery 

1 department. 

THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET ~ . . . 
Corne and try this wonderful dish at ..... • Th"s Thursday 1·00pm _ S·30pm 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION • ThiS Fnday 12:00pm - 5:30pm 

CANADA ~ POSTES 

POST CANADA 

+ 
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HELPING 
HANDS ... ere AND ere 

> DONATE 
>WORK 
> ENJOY 

THESE ARE SOME 
Of .... Salt Spring's 
Helping Hands in Africa 

PITSENG School 
twinning, Gulf Islands 
Secondary School 

to POSITIVELY Africa AIDS 
education, Peter Bardon 
and Peggy Frank 

:g SUDs for Malawi, 
Susan Evans & SS Garden 
Club 

SALA Hantle nursing/ 
pharmacology program, 
Beth Gessinger and 
Anna callegari 

LESOTHO solar cooker 
project, Salt Spring 

~, Raging Grannies 

lO SEVEN Ravens Tree 
Nursery, Mike Nickels 

' SOLID, Orphanages, 
schooJs,and agriculture 
education in lesotho 

VOLUNTEER 

The new face of foreign aid 
Volunteer-driven 
partnerships sprout results 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

There's a new trend in the world of for
eign aid these days. 

Whether it has come about because of 
people's frustration with federal govern
ment inaction or the bureaucracy asso
ciated with larger aid groups, people's 
desire to invest in community-led initia
tives is gathering steam. And Salt Spring 
Island is no exception. 

"We do live on an island that's known 
for its personal relationships with other 
parts of the world," said Melanie Fur
man, a volunteer who just returned from 
a21-month term in Zimbabwe. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

tions that are picking up seedlings 
and food from a nursery started by 
Salt Spring's Mike Nickels, owner of 
the Seven Ravens Tree Nursery. 

Nic}<els opened his first tree 
nursery in Africa after backpack
ing through Kenya and Tanzania 17 
years ago. 

Since he began, Nickels has 
grown seven million trees and cre
ated several self-sustaining farms 
run by locals. 

Farmers are learning to incor: · 
porate various species alongside . 
one another as an alternative to 
growing a single crop of corn or 
potatoes. 

Island groups are hard at work around 
the world, but nowhere is the effort more 
noticeable than in Africa. 

Melanie Furman (right) alongside beneficiaries of the 
Kafunda Village project in Zimbabwe. 

The pride of Nickels' efforts, 
sponsored in part by the Salt Spring 
Island Rotary Club and Salt Spring 
Lions, is a one-acre piece of land 
containing nearly three dozen kinds 
of fruits and vegetables. 

Furman is one of at least a dozen groups 
or individuals who are working in at least as 
many countries on the continent. 

During her work with the Kafunda Village 
group, Furman helped design a health pro
gram, develop nutritional workshops, teach 
sustainable farming practices and promote 
collective leadership. 

The effort is part of her mission to make life 
in a region devastated by HIV, malnutrition and 
malaria a little better for the local_ population. 

"This isn't just another charity working with 
orphans," Furman said. 

"It's really trying to create a forum to appreci
ate, share new ideas and embrace a belief of 
lifestyle that I see as the only way to change." 

An appreciation of the local traditions, she 
added, makes the experience as rewarding for 
her as the people she's trying to help. 

Centuries after the first European colonists 
arrived in the area, Furman said, traditional 
practices are only now beginning to take root 
once again. 

By teaching students how to teach others, a 
modest class of 20 students can have a substan-

tial effect on a given community, she said. 
Over the next several weeks, Furman is 

scheduled to present details from her trip to 
Salt Spring residents. She and her husband 
plan to start up a fair-trade craft store, featuring 
Zimbabwean items made in the village, on Salt 
Spring. 

While the larger aid groups certainly have a 
role to play, it's this one-on-on~ opportunity 
to see the impact of people's donations that 
makes the community-to-community model 
so rewarding, she said. 

The advent of the internet has helped group 
leaders make and maintain contact with locals 
in Africa, and provides an easy and efficient 
method of spreading word about a particular 
project. 

"Any organization, once it gets to a certain 
size, will get more bureaucratic. It will take 
more money, more people and demand more 
accountability," she said. "It's one thing for me 
to take a few hundred dollars, another if people 
are investing $500,000." 

Further north, in the Kenyan village of Sala
gaa, it is the larger non-governmental organiza-

"The difference is unbelievable," 
he said. 

"We took a piece of barren land and created 
paradise on earth. It suddenly started pumping 
out all this food." 

Not only do the farms produce a steady sup
ply of food, medicinal plants and firewood for 
hundreds of people, spinoffs include the build
ing of schools and community centres where 
others can learn by example. 

Once farmers began seeing the benefit of 
Nickels' approach, more and more people 
began joining up and supporting the initia
tives. 

"This became a source of pride for everyone 
in the village," he said. 

The success of Nickels' projects, like those 
of so many other Salt Spring aid groups, has 
been the result of a lifelong commitment and 
personal mission combined with the generos
ity of people who are prepare_d to participate 
in change. 

"The huge advantage is that I make sure 100 
per cent of every dollar I spent there is put to 
use," he said. 

one realizes how unique it is Please help the Lady Minto Hospital continue to build its reputation as a 
hospital that is second to none when it comes to ensuring the best possible 
care for its patients by making a donation today! to haye both modern technology and 

exceptional staff, it becomes apparei]t 
ho\JV,l extrqgrdinary the Lady Minto \ 
Hospital truly is. Perhaps Kathy puts it 

. t 

best "~e all work as ''a team here, 
and the team is clearly part"'ofa 
winning effort!" 

Name: ________________________________________ _ 

Address ________________________________________ _ 

Phone Number e-mail ________________ _ 

I prefer to use my Credit Card in the amount of $ _____ _ 

Credit Card # ' Expiry Date: ___ _ 

D Discretionary Fund 
D Equipment Fund 

D Patient Care Fund 
D Nurses Education Fund 

Enclosed is my tax deductibe gift of $. _____ _ 

r [, 
~.a .. ~ 
~ 
~ 

llospllalfm.mliat!H 
bu•:Jt&l,~ o klJ(hy rotnfl'..lmiiy 
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COMMUNITY 

More news 
online 

We've joined BCLocaiNews.com, 
the largest 

Kindness on a plate 
online news-gathering 

organization in B.C. 
Check us out at 

www. gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

'""""'"'ooti 

Volunteer 
Salt/'Spring 

"your g;It,way to volunteering 
_ .. ,on -Salt Spring Island" 

Our goal is to 
match up your 
volunteer skills 
with our 
participating 
volunteer 

Food in the Park 

fends off hunger 

with hot lunch 

BY AMY GEDDES 
DRIFTWOOD STAff 

In the basement of the 
United Church on Sunday, 
volunteers dished out 
platefuls of beans, maca
roni and soup, served up 
alongside assorted slices 
of pie. 

Folk-rock tunes were 
plucked from the piano 
while every belly in the 
room was filled. 

This is "Food in the 
Park" on its second-year 
anniversary- the winter 
version, that has moved 
inside from Centennial 
Park in defiance of the 
chill. 

Food in the Park is just 
one of four other hot 
meals offered in Ganges 
to low-income families, 
the working poor, single 
parents, the homeless and 
anyone else in need of a 
good meal. 

Kim Benson, one of 
Food in the Park's found
ers, said that in addi
tion to a regular team of 
helpers, businesses and 

individuals also contrib
ute time and money. 

"People get to eat 

food like chocolate 

ganache cake -

treats they can't 

usually afford:' 

MARY LYNN 

HETHERINGTON 
Volunteer for 
Food in the Park 

The community always 
collaborates to ensure 
hot, nutritious foods -
and oftentimes desserts 
- end up on the serving 
table. 

"People get to eat things 
like chocolate ganache 
cake - treats they can't 
usually afford," said Mary 
Lynn Hetherington. 

With five freezers at her 
disposal, Hetherington 
volunteers to collect food 
donations from various 

local outlets that include 
Embe Bakery, Ganges 
Village Market and Thrifty 
Foods. 

"We can't say very much 
ends up in the garbage," 
said Embe Bakery co
owner Morven Fraser. 

When the bakery has 
extras they contribute 
bread, cinnamon buns 
and danishes. 

Local farmers donate 
market leftovers and 
surplus fruits and veg
etables via the Copper 
Kettle Community Part
nership. 

Many volunteers 
provide their own home
cooked dishes as well. 

Cherie Geauvreau, Cop
per Kettle's administrator, 
points out that not only 
do these meals offer food, 
but "the real miracle" is 
the community connec
tions that are made. 

"People at risk," she 
said, "can eventually 
become absorbed into 
the community. Find 
work, doctors, boots, a 
backpack or a home. And 
get some dignity in their 
pockets." 

To find out more about 
how to help, contact the 
Copper Kettle at 537-5863. 

PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES 

Volunteer April Benson helps serve pie at the 
United Church_ 

Community cares ... 

Closer to the Community 

GANGES 
VILLAGE MARKET 

Each year your community foundation 
distributes over $100,000 in grants to about 
25 of our island's charitable organizations. 

Please send your donation to SSIF, 
Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC V8K 2V2 
or phone(250) 537-8305. 

For more information, 
info@ saltspringislandfoundation.com 

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org 

www.solidsaltspring.cotn 

THAT'S WHAT WE'RE ABOUT! 

9~? 

www.ssicommunityed.com 

~? 

537-0037 
(leave a message) 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

We'd like to tt)ank our volunteets already aboard: Gesine & 
Margie in MalaWi and Heather in Lesotho. Those about to go: 
Josette and Meron to Swaziland. Those here at home: Knit Wits of 
Meadowbrook, UBC., & the G.I.S.S. Global Awareness Group. 
............ " ........................................... " ................... , ........................... . 

WANTTOVOLUNTEER FOR SOLID? 
Contact the office: 537-0863 

125 McPhillips Ave. 
info@ solidsaltspring.com 

+ 
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ISLANDERS IN AFRICA 

Working from grassroots up in Lesotho Ways to help the 
Phelisanong effort 

Orphanage, school, 

health programs all 

need resources 

BY GAIL SJUBERG 
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR 

Gary McNutt and Andrea 
Palframan are only hours 
from leaving Salt Spring for 
a trip to their other home 
- in Ha Makhata, Lesotho, 
Africa- but they still man
age to squeeze in morning 
coffee and a muffin break at 
Salt Spring Coffee Co. 

Even though time is short, 
they don't rush the delivery 
of their message or compro
mise its accuracy. 

They've learned that when 
it comes to achieving real, 
positive change in a place 
like Africa, it can take time. 

Change occurs from the 
grassroots up in rural Africa, 
they've found, not because 
of white people riding in 
and dispensing their ideas 
about what's needed. 

When it comes to being 
westerners playing a part in 
improving the lives of dis
abled children and those 
who are orphans because 
of the AIDS pandemic, 
the island couple knows it 
requires listening, watch
ing and learning from those 

around them. 
They've also seen change 

occur because of a series of 
small, deliberate actions -
and, well, because of a pow
erhouse named Mamello. 

Mamello Lehlotha found
ed the Phelisanong group 
for the disabled in 2000 and 
has enlisted many people to 
help since then. 

"We're just going to go [to 
Ha Makhata] and Mamello 
is going to tell us what to 
do," says McNutt in a half
jokingway, later elaborating, 
"We're just like the passers 
of energy between places." 

While we met for cof
fee before they left in late 
November 2007, their latest 
update proves they're in a 
place where huge amounts 
of energy are in transit these 
days, largely because of 
Lehlotha. 

Projects include: 
- a special needs residence 

and orphanage; 
- a primary school for 300 

kids, many of them with 
special needs; 

- a health clinic; 
- a fruit orchard being cre-

ated by the men's HIV sup
port group; 

- outreach pre-schools in 
smaller villages; 

- a health program includ
ing pediatric AIDS pro-

with 

grams; 
- a project that allows 

youth to create their own 
films. 

Salt Spring residents are 
involved in these projects in 
countless ways. 

One individual commit
ted $5,000 for the school, 
while others, such as Renee 
Kreeft and Peter Robinson 
donate a portion of all sales 
of Renee at Play pottery to 
support scholarships for 
several students. 

The school- which Pal
framan says Lehlotha aims 
to make "exceptional" -
may demand the most ener
gy at present. Three teach
ers were hired for three new 
classes for the school year 
thatbeganinJanuary. 

"The second school 
building's room is nearly 
on," wrote Palframan last 
month. "Kina, my daugh
ter, said she felt a bit like a 
mashed potato as they were 
crammed into one building 
for this first week." 

Palframan and McNutt 
can't say enough about what 
Lehlotha inspires in her 
community. 

"She tells people what 
they can do, what they are 
capable of - she tells her 

- people they are strong," says 
McNutt. "To kids she will say, 

Valdy, Arthur Black, 
and local guests 

at 

ArtSpring 
Sunday, February 24th 

2:30pm 
Open admission * donation appreciated 

Presented by Salt Spring Literacy 
Co-sponsored by Salt Spring Public Library 

'You will be a doctor' .... " 
McNutt was among the 

first Salt Spring Islanders 
to connect with people suf
fering from AIDS in South 
Africa. He founded SOLID 
-the Salt Spring Organiza
tion for Life Improvement 
and Development - still 
a major presence on the 
Community to Community 
roster, even though McNutt 
and Palframan are no lon
ger directly affiliated with 
SOLID. 

They have become 
so involved with the Ha 
Makhata community they 
intend to build a home 
there, learning how to live 
sustainably and with a min
imal footprint on the earth 
- "something we can't do 
here," they say. 

"We are crippled by our 
excesses ... doing this is 
an attempt to address the 
imbalance," says Palframan. 

The Phelisanong project 
offers numerous ways to 
assist. See the "how to help" 
list on this page. 

A great way to become 
familiar with Phelisanong 
and the initiatives islanders 
are involved with in Leso
tho is through Youtube. Go 
to www.youtube.com and 
search for Phelisanong, for 
starters. 

• Visit www.phelisanong.com for a list of 
projects needing support. 

• Sponsor a special needs child for $1 a day 
through Kits for Kids. Go online to the above 
address or send an e-mail to jehn.johnston@ 
gmail.com and ask for an application 
package. 

• Sponsor a teacher's salary for one year. Cost 
is $1,500, and tax deductible in both Canada 
and the U.S. 

• Volunteers are needed: Teachers, especially 
those with experience teaching special 
needs kids, social workers and special 
needs assistants, health professionals, farm 
volunteers and more. Contact Mamello 
Lehlotha at lehlothamb@yahoo.com. 

• Buy $5 Salt Spring Apple Cards created by 
Amarah Gabriel. Each purchase represents 
one apple tree for the new orchard. 

• Support a scholarship for youth who need 
funds to attend high school and vocational 
training. Info through the phelisanong.com 
website. 

• Make a contribution of less than $50 into the 
Community to Community bank account, 
with a note that it's for Phelisanong and a 
specific project, if desired, on the deposit slip. 
ISCU's Salt Spring branch -1926450. 

• Contributions over $50 are tax deductible 
and made through Victoria International 
Development Education Association, 
earmarked for Phelisanong Partnership 
Project. Send to #407-A,620 View St., Victoria, 
B.C. V8W 1 J6. 

Saltspring lslanl_d., A
Smile Card~ 

Fundraising Program 

1 
Group applies 
for Smile Card 

Fundraising 
Program 

2 
Get your 

Smile Card from 
the group(s) 
you want to 

support 

Load your Smile 
Card and use it to 

pay for your 
purchases 

Group 
receives 5% of 

accumulated funds 

Some of our current groups include: 
• SPCA • Greenwoods Elder Care Society • 

• Island Women Against Violence • Lady Minto Extended Care • 

• Victoria Human Exchange Society-Saltspring Island • 

• Local Schools • 

Please visit the 
Customer Service Counter 

for a complete list of 
participating groups. 

;-
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Salt Spring has SHEEP. .. 

but we have 

PRATT & LAMB<ert> 

• PAINT 
PRATT & lAMBERT 537-5555 PLL/S I'AIIHS 

- Design & Build .. ll'llil:cc==-=-:: 
Custom houses, additions and renovations 

RONALD BESLEY 
Ltc.#29029 

TEL: 250.537.8885 
trn rn rn 
jrnorn EMAIL: RBESLEY@TELUS.NET 

(Sports Schedule) 
2008 BASEBALL 
REGISTRATION 

at 

SPORTS TRADERS 
Satur<;Jay 

February 16, February 23 
and March 1 
10 am- 2 pm 

Must bring photocopy 
of birth certificate 

• 't I Brmg 1 on. 
ASOLO VOYAGER XCR HIKING BOOT 

. *Crafted with suede & cordura upper *Waterproof & breathable gore-lex lining 
*Vibram off-road outsoles for all-terrain traction *Extremely durable & 
exceptionally comfortable *This boots up to every outdoor challenge! 

islandsportstraders.ca 
135 McPhillips Ave. 

Mon.- Sat. 10 am- 6 pm 537-5148 

PATTERSON MARKET LTD. 
our family serving your family since 1915 

~CFerries 
Winter Hours 

Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour) -
Swartz Bay Departures 

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES 

DEPART FULFORD HARBOUR 

6:15am 
7:50 am Daily except Sunday 

9:50am 
11:50 am 
1:50pm 
3:50pm 
5:50pm 
7:50pm 

7:00 am Daily except Sunday 

9:00am 
11:00 am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

PATTERSON MARKET LTD. 
our family serving your family since 1915 

"SHEEP" ISLAND FUEL· we're still the "sheepist!" 
, - ISLAND MADE - c· 

• Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese 
• Homemade SS Gelato • Baked goods from Embe & Barb's Buns 

• Southend locally made Fruitsicles 
Winter hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 6 m I Sat. 9 am - 6 m 

Sports& 
Recreation 

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 

Teams enter playoffs on high note 
Schools prospects 

looking good 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Players on the Gulflslands 
Secondary School's senior 
boys basketball team are 
celebrating their latest vic
tory after downing visiting 
Ladysmith in an exhibition 
match 49-47 Saturday after
noon. 

"It's a big win because 
Ladysmith is the team to 
beat in basketball," said 
the Scorpions' Bob Byron. 
"We kept playing hard and 
showed no signs of giving up 
through the whole game." 

The Scorpions started the 
game's fourth quarter down 
by six points, managing to 
come back and take the lead 
in a final-minute three-point 
shot by Dylan Marsden. 

Despite a late drive, Lady
smith forwards missed two 
opportunities to tie the 
game and send it into over
time. 

"We knew we needed to 
play one of our best fourth 
quarters of the season and 
we did," Byron said. "The 
team played really well 
defensively. We closed out 
the shot and stopped their 
drives to the net." 

The victory sets the stage 
for the Scorpions' journey to 
the provincial finals, which 
begins with the south island 
championships Thursday in 
Victoria. 

Byron said he looks for
ward to facing Ladysmith 
again should the teams 
make it to the island finals. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN CAMERON 

Above, James 
Cameron goes 

in for the shot as 
the high school 

senior boys beat 
Ladysmith 49-47 on 

Saturday. At right, 
junior girls player 

Megan Jarman uses 
her height and skill 
under the net, scor

ing 18 points in a 
58-11 stomping of 
Frances Kelsey last 

Wednesday. In other GISS basketball 
news, the senior girls team 
won a weekend basketball 
tournament in Ladysmith 
by defeating Hugh Boyd, 
Ladysmith and Woodlands 
secondary schools. 

Kayla Gramme and 
Monique Comeau received 
special mentions for their 
strong performances. 

Gramme scored 38 points 
in the Scorpions' 62-60 vic
tory over Woodlands. 

Ladysmith when they com
pete in the north-island 
championships this week
end. The team will return to 

SENIOR BOYS BASKETBALL 

Boys nab #1 seed spot at island championships 
Chemainus win gives boys 

5-1 record on season 

BY PATRICK CWIKLINSKI 
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR 

The Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) Scorpions went against all odds 
last Wednesday as they finished their 
season as the number one team in 
their region. The Scorpions' win over 
the Chemainus Cougars ended their 
season at 5-1 and secured them a spot 
at the island championships. 

"We felt pretty confident going in 
knowing we had beat them before, but 
we didn't take that for granted" said Scor
pions shooting guard Jake Upex about 
the feeling coming in and facing the 
Cougars in the last game of the season. 

Upex, who put up a sensational 27 
points, leading his team by example, 
also said that they needed to work 
extra hard with Martin Lannan, Stuart 
Garside and Dylan Hunsberger out of 
the line-up. "Yeah, with some of our 
big olavers iniured I knew I needed to 

of the team felt the same way." 
The Scorpions stepped their game 

up alright, coming out strong in the 
first quarter, outplaying the Cougars in 
almost every way possible. GISS took 
a quick 14-8 lead, closing in on half
way mark with Upex, Bob Byron, Dave 
Outerbridge, Chris Howe and James 
Cameron all contributing to the suc
cess. The Scorpions would end the first 
quarter up 21-14. 

The second quarter brought the same 
consistent play from the Scorpions as 
they climbed up to a 28-18lead near the 
beginning of the quarter. Upex contin
ued to lead his team in points as Cam
eron, Outerbridge and Howe all kept 
adding their own to take a 36,20 lead 
about halfway through the quarter. 

The Scorpions would keep pound
ing the Cougars and finish the quarter 
up38-23. 

Perhaps the big turning point in the 
game was the third quarter where the 
Scorpions took away all hopes of a Cou
gar comeback. GISS stayed ahead of 
Chemainus and widened the gao to 

Cayce Fedberg had the hot hands with 
seven points while Cameron would get 
six and Marsden seven. Upex, Byron, 
Outerbridge and Myles Raposo got on 
the scoreboard as well, with the Scorpi
ons leaving the Cougars in the dust with 
a 64-33lead at the end of the quarter. 

The Scorpions kept pressing in the 
fourth quarter. Cameron and Upex 
each added seven points while Mars
den stayed right behind with six. GISS 
took a massive 71-36 lead halfway 
through and kept stacking up points 
as the Cougars struggled even to get 
possession. 

The Scorpions would finish the game 
with more than double their oppo
nents score at 84-41. 

The Scorpions will now head to the 
island championships ranked number 
one as they attempt to clinch a spot in 
the provincials. 

Upex said, "It's exciting being first in 
our region and it gives our whole team 
a boost of confidence. We just need to 
take that confidence into the islands 
and keen un the energy and .intensitv 
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SPORTS & RECREATION 

Canucks: a desperate team 
Trade deadline offers hope for 

beleaguered squad 

It's official, the Vancouver Canucks are a 
desperate team. How do you know you're a 
desperate team? Well, first of all, if you only 
have six wins in the first month and a half 
of the year it's usually a pretty good indica
tion. 

If that's not enough there's always losing to 
teams from Florida like the Panthers and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, places where people 
have never even seen ice. 
Don't get me wrong, I'm just 
as big of a Canucks fan as the 
next B.C.-born guy, but it's 
really depressing when night 
after night the only thing you 
see is, loss, loss, loss, overtime 

let's just say he's been spending more time on 
Pay Per Vu then Mike Tyson. But Naslund is 
en route to an over-60-point season while the 
injured Morrison is on his way to a new job in 
broadcasting, so it's really not that bad. 

I hate to criticize anything Luongo does, but 
the truth is his goaltending has been pretty 
shaky compared to the success he enjoyed 
in November and December. Luongo's back
up, Curtis Sanford, has looked more poised 
at times and you really have to ask yourself, 
is that right? With Luongo's pregnant wife in 
Florida it's not hard to understand why he's 

Patrick 
Cwiklinski 

been a little off in the last while, 
but that shouldn't be used as 
an excuse. 

los~~1~~at's the cause of the LET'S TALK SPORTS 

Seven million dollars and an 
arena full of hungry-for-a-win 
fans is all the motivation this 
guy should need. 

So now we get to the 
rumours, my favourite part. 
The NHL trade deadline is less recent problems they've had 

getting wins? lnjuries? Inconsistent play from 
star players? Wonky goaltending? Well if I had 
to guess I'd say it's a mix of all three. 

With virtually the entire Manitoba Moose 
defensive squad playing as regulars for the 
Canucks, there isn't a whole lot of experience 
in front of all-star goalie Roberto Luongo. 
Defensemen like 21-year-old Alexander Edler 
and 20-year-old Luc Bourdon were expected 
to be playing in Manitoba this season, but 
instead they are forced to act as "veterans" 
on a crippled Canuck defensive line. But you 
can't complain about their play. Edler has 
proved he's much more than just a call-up 
while Bourdon has shown flashes of greatness 
throughout his stint in Vancouver this year. 

So let's point the finger at the underachiev
ers, the Brendan Morrisons and Markus 
Naslunds of the game. It's true Morrison and 
Naslund have taken quite the media bashing 
as of late, but are they really so tragically ter
rible? I mean, yeah sure, at six million dollars 
a season you expect more from a player of 
Naslund's calibre and with Morrison, well, 

SAILING CLUB 

than two weeks away and everyone is going 
crazy (including me) to find out if Canucks 
general manager Dave Nonis will pick up a 
shooting forward to add a little life to the two
goal offensive line. 

Peter Forsberg and Mats Sundin are the big
gest names that have appeared in the rurnour 
mill over and over again as possible candi
dates, and let me tell you, I'm all for it. Bring
ing in the experience and talent of players 
like Forsberg and Sundin can only better the 
Canucks' chances of getting into the playoffs 
and winning a Stanley Cup. 

Well there it is, the simple truth in simple 
words. Again, I hate being the guy to have to 
say it, but it's a known fact that the fans aren't 
responding to 2-1, 3-2 games. People want to 
see blowouts and high -scoring games not a 
defensive struggle to try to push into overtime. 

But hey, there's still plenty of time for the 
Canucks to get their act together and make a 
serious push for the cup, so to all the fans out 
there - don't fret and keep your heads high 
because there's still hope. 

Soul Dancer edges single-handed 
Deryn Mohr during gusty outing 
MacMillan event 

draws eight racers 

BY TONY MCEWEN 
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIB UTOR 

Eight boats turned out for 
the MacMillan Race on Sun
day, expecting dark clouds 
and cold rain. 

We had almost everything 
but! Most boats bunched 
at the windward mark for 
the start and with the gusty 
conditions there were a few 
close calls (and some yell
ing) at the line. 

As the Salt Spring Island 
Sailing Club group headed 
down the harbour, the wind 
shifted from beam reach 
to dead ahead and jumped 
from five to 15 knots in sec
onds. 

Everyone had to keep a 

Letter to 
the editor? 

Press release? 
What's On 
calendar 
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news@ 

gulfislands. net. 

close watch on their main 
travellers to avoid being 
knocked over. 

Close to the first mark at 
Batt Rock, the gusts became 
even more severe, boats 
rounded up and even did 
accidental tacks, which is 
pretty rare. 

Several skippers elected to 
reef their mainsails. Alacrity, 
Imp and Fandango were first 
around and it was a relief to 
have the wind now behind 
the boats. 

A few brave souls hoisted 
spinnakers for the down
wind run to Ben Mohr, near 
Active Pass, but the gusty 
shifting winds made the big 
sails hard to control. The 
wind lightened up just past 
Prevost Island, giving every
one a break and bunching 
the fleet a little. 

Imp, Alacrity and Fandan
go stayed out front around 
the second mark and the 
wind picked up again on the 
homeward run. 

We got blasted again 
through Captain's Pas
sage and again there was a 
scramble to reef mainsails. 

The wind held to Second 
Sister then lightened for the 
run into Ganges, now mostly 
on the beam. 

Soul Dancer managed to 
sneak by Fandango in the 
high winds and was close to 
Alacrity and Imp, who was 
first over at the finish. 

Soul Dancer edged Deryn 
Mohr for first place on cor
rected time, although Deryn 
Mohr skipper Kevin Vine 
deserved the win more. 

He sailed single-handed 
and flew his spinnaker! 

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON 

IN THE AIR: 
Steven Severn 
leaps around a 
Juan de Fuca 
player to assist 
Salt Spring FC to 
a 1-0 Jackson Cup 
win over Juan de 
Fuca. 

SSI Minor Baseball 

Regis~~!Tr~~ow! 
Saturdays, Feb. 16, 23 & Mar. 1 

YEAR 
' 2008 
SEASON 
starts 

April12 --
PLEASE NOTE: 

No late 
registrations 

will be accepted 

10 am· 2 pm 
Registration forms can be dropped at 
Sports Traders during the months of 

February and March 

CHEQUES ONLY PLEASE 

DIVISION AGE COST 

T-Ball ........................ 5-6 .................. $35 ............ $40 
Tadpole .................... 7-8 .................. $45 ............ $40 
Mosquito ................. 9-1 0 ................. $55 ............ $40 
Pee Wee ................ 11-12 ................ $85 ............ $40 
Bantam .................. 13-14 ................ $85 ............ $40 
Midget... ................. 15-17 ................ $85 ............ $40 
Girls Softball .............. -.................... $85 ............ $40 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN COACHING CONTACT BLAINE 537-1233 
If volunteering as coach or executive (once accepted) ... 

Youth registration will be 1/2 price. 

r-
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SPORTS & RECREATION 

TIIRII'TY FOODSTM 

25 roses 
in bouquet! 
SO em 

Ti amo! 
Mixed 
Bouquet 

Rogers Chocolate 

Cream Filled 
Hearts 
Roll of 5 Hearts 

Sweetheart Platter 
An assortment of delectable goodies 
to share partner! 

Warm Water 
Rock Lobster Tails 
Frozen 
70-98g 

Budvase with 
a Single Rose · 
babies breath, greens 
a monkey vase hugger. 

Bernard Callebaut 

Chocolate 
Bars 

Lobsters 
Live or Cooked 
Live available at 
selected stores. 
350-450g 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

Joanne 
O'Connor 

(centre) goes 
for the ball 

during a wet 
Dragons 

soccer match 
Sunday in 

Ganges. 

Dragons dump division leaders 
Eye second spot 
as soccer season 
winds down 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOO D STAFF 

The Salt Spring Dragons 
soccer team quashed Bays 
United's hopes for an unde
feated season in a thrilling 
3-1 victory at the lower high 
school field Sunday after
noon. 

"We'd tied them before so 
I wasn't totally surprised," 
said Sue-Anne Donaldson, 
the team's spokesperson, 
on Monday morning. "I was 
really impressed with our 
movement on the field and 
our conditioning. It was all 
really great." 

The Dragons left little 
doubt who was in command 
after two first-half goals 
courtesy of Clara MacKenzie 
and Joanne O'Connor. 

"We steadily dominated 
through both halves," Don
aldson said. 

Some fancy footwork dur
ing a second-half "tic-tac
toe pattern" gave MacKenzie 
her second goal of the game, 
helping the team pad their 
lead and deny any hopes of 
a Bays United comeback.' 

Donaldson credited a 
strong performance in goal 
to Kym Bellavance, includ
ing a blocked penalty 
shot, for helping the Drag-

HIGH ROLLERS 
High rollers at Kings Lane 

PHOTO BY O£RRICI< LUNDY 

Cheryle Johnson, left, creates havoc at the goal line in Drag
ons soccer action against top-seeded Bays United. The local 
squad won the match 3-1 . 

ons maintain momentum 
through the match. 

The victory gives the Drag
ons (7-2-4) 25 points and a 
solid hold on third position 
in the Lower Island Women's 
Soccer Association's third 
division. 

In what has been one of 
the team's most successful 
season in years, the Dragons 
are only one point behind 

Recreation last week were: 
Circus League, Feb. 4: 

Brian Radford, 208; Martin 
Hoogerdyk, 204. 

Special Olympics, Feb. 

Juan de Fuca (8-3-2), who 
they face this weekend on 
Vancouver Island. 

With two regular-season 
games remaining, a victory 
is essential if the Dragons 
are to have any chance of 
securing second place in 
their division. 

The Dragons have a 1-1 
record against Juan de Fuca 
this season. 

6: David McEachern, 141; 
Stuart Elliott, 161; Mahjor 
Bains, 163-166; Jason New
port, 168-145; Gloria Dale, 
208-169. 
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