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A Chanukah miracle. PAGE 18

YEAR IN REVIEW

Winter woes

PAGES23-26

Weather stories. PAGES 2 and 4

1 .
l~ " ~.l )-~)r:
.~

•~

GULF ISLANDS

,

S.S.I. HISTORICAL ARCHIVES
129 MCPHILLIPS AVE .
SALT SPRING ISLAND BC V8K 2T6

r

C-Comp

-~

'

~

,., f . .

\

( "

~ ·

;

1

Wednesday, December 31,2008- YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 47TH YEAR -ISSUE 53
RCMPREPoRT

Dynamite
recovered
"

fromdoclc

Visiting
dignitaries
celebrate
' historic event'

at VesUVius

B'l SEAN MCINf'IIUI

Threat of detonation
potential deemed low

uur•oot STAH
The newest bus service ln
the province hit the streets
Monday morning as visiting dignitarieS, comrnunl.ty

groupS and local politicianS
ushered in a ne:w era for Salt
Spring Island and Its residents.

~The bus Is on the road
and is actua\\y moving:
said Bob Fenske, interim
chair of th e Community
Ttanslt and Trantport atlon eornmisslon during an
energetic ceremony markinS the occasion.
~This Is an historic cel-

ebration. I was so excited I
could _barely sleep last last

Recovering
7-year-old
gets surprise
welcome
Crowd greets Jasmin Wilson
after her release from
Vancouver hospital
IY AMY GIDOEI
II IITWODOI!Arl

As the Lor~~ Harbour feny pulled into lhe terminal Satunby afternoon. the shoreline brimmed
with duslm of colound balloons, wavingllnl'IS,
handmade stgn.s lllld cheers accompanied by celebratory honb from a ftre truck
II Willi an Nborate yet appropriate homecomlnaforoo~btawllttleJUI.

RrleasedlastFridayfromB.C.'IChlldren.. Ho!lllpltalln~.thisWb.-!n-,_r-oldJasm.ln

t

Wlbon's klna-a-.tted ride home -lhe near..elld
of what her grandfather Ken &met detcrlbet u
"along haul."
But her )oumeytawwd full R!COftf)'after Mini
diagnosed with Compartment Syndrome In
December il not yet wer. .Jasmin and her p~m~u
Rob and IJz have physiotherapy to tackle now,
and once Jumin Is walldng qain. they will have
toworttopkcetbeifllvttbad::together.
But the Wlbons are not alont. Saturday'l tumout made !hat dear.

MORTGAGEQUESnONS?
... ask Arlene
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2

I WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31,2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Introducing PFAFF®
expression™ line

NEWSBEAT

CALL GAIL, SEAN OR AMY IF YOU
SEE NEWS HAPPENING -250-537-9933

*Extra
large sewing
space 250 mm (1 0")
* 9 mm stitch width
* Built-in "lOT"
(walking foot)
* Ideal
for Quilters and
Home Dec.

$1399
Joni's local Investment
Advisory Service has
an e
· on the
hig
professional advice
service along with
\t...,r::o·t..n wealth

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SNOW FLIES: Several days worth of snowfall has had island residents and business owners out in force, clearing snow
from roof-tops and walkways.
·

tecting
growing

r wealth.

ROAD MAINTENANCE

Family feels 'abandoned' in storm
Crews unable to
clear road for two
weeks
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

'

Wappy New Year from the
management and staff of
Harbours End Marine
Barry, Eric,
Bob and Rolf

Pacific Standard lime- measured in feet
. sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.
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TIME

31
WE

00:27
08:40
14:58
17:27
JANUARY
01
00:59
TH 09:00
15:40
18:33
02

FR
03

SA

01 :30
09:21
16:21
20:06

HEIGHT
m
ft

0.7 2.3
3.5 11 .5
2.6 8.5
2.7 8.9
0.9 3.0
3.5 11 .5
2.4 7.9
2.5 8.2
1.2 3.9
3.5 11.5
2.1 6.9
2.3 7.5

02:03
09:41
17:00
22:15

04

02:36
10:02
17:39

1.9 6.2
3.4 11 .2
1.4 4.6

05
00:51
MO 03:13
10:22
18:20

2.4 7.9
2.3 7.5
3.4 11.2
1.0 3.3

06

2.7 8.9
2.7 8.9
3.4 11 .2
0.6 2.0
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Our Islands. Our World.

1m Manulife Securities
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A Salt Spring Island family
is recovering from a Christmas they won't soon forget
aftertherecentsnowfallleft
them snowed in on Spring
Gold Way on the east side of
Mount Erskine.
"We were feeling a little
bit abandoned [by road
maintenance crews]," said
Christina Surbey on Monday. "When they say they are
going to do something, they
should do it or tell us why
they can't."
Surbey's frustration
turned to anger when her
repeated pleas to the Mainroad South Island Contracting company were not
followed up. Surbey said
she was told her street was
"on the list" each of the 15
times she called the company contracted to maintain
island roads.
With a promise that her
street would soon be cleared,
Surbey proceeded to drive
her daughter back to the
Lower Mainland for work.
She managed to get

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Vehicles in ditches have been a common sight recently.

down the hill, but when she
returned she realized the
plow hadn't come, and she
faced a whole new set of
challenges.
Driving through more
than a metre (3.3 feet)
of snow nearly resulted
in catastrophe when her
chained four-wheel-drive
vehicle slid off the road and
came close to plunging off a
60-metre (200-foot) cliff.
"I would have been gone,"
she said.
Surbey and her family moved to a newer subdivision on the island seven
months ago from Vancouver.
She said she never imagined
her family would be stranded as they were.

"This is definitely something to talk about," she
said. "There were a lot of
people [on the island] who
were stuck and I don't think
that's right."
Spring Gold Way was
finally plowed on Saturday,
Dec. 27.
Louise Doucet said
treacherous roads made it
impossible for her parents,
also island residents, to
travel to her Reynolds Road
home for Christmas dinner. She ended up spending
Christmas with neighbours
who found themselves in a
similar situation.
When she finally got
through to Mainroad Contracting's office in Langford,

Are you living on income,
from your invesbnents?
ARE THEY TAX EFFICIENT?

Call a trusted
local professional

Martin J. Hoogerdyk, CFP
INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Rocky Kinahan
SALES ASSISTANT

250-537-1730
GRACE POINT SQUARE

We're all about the Islands
• 6 scheduled flights daily between
Ganges and Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane
fleet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to
main YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other
destinations, including USA.

For scheduled flight info call

1·800·447·3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

a representative said hers
was the first complaint from
a Salt Spring resident.
"I guess if the line is always
busy or messages are never
checked, a company could
presume that all is well with
its service," Doucet wrote in
a letter to the Driftwood.
"In the spirit of this holiday season, maybe I should
approach this problem from
a more positive perspective,"
she added. "Here goes: congratulations Mainroad Contracting for finally ending
the old adage 'the mail must
go through.' Ours has been
undeliverable since Dec. 17
. .. You equal Air Canada in
your ability to keep loved
ones apart at Christmas.''
Vehicles left abandoned
on some roads also caused
major problems.
Three cars "parked" at
the top of the big hill on
Charlesworth Road effectively trapped residents
living on Mount Belcher
Heights, Cudmore Heights
and Wilkie Way for four days,
said area resident Nathan
Cardinal, because the road
could not be plowed.
"Those of us who had to
work were forced to brave
the deadly unplowed roads,
not knowing if we would
ROAD WORK continued on 4

Heads up!
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee
Thursday, JANUARY 8
ArtSpring at 12 noon.

LOOKING AHEAD

Islanders offer hopes and goals for upcoming year
2009.heralds new priorities
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A flip through the Driftwood's Year in Review on pages 23-26
of this week's paper reveals that 2008 was yet another Salt
Spring blend of the unforeseen, the predictable, the tragic and
the just plain wacky.
Included are some of the stories that helped define what
living on the island is all about, but looking back can only
provide part of the picture. Getting everything in focus
requires a look ahead to what islanders can expect in the 12
months to come.
With that in mind, representatives of various Salt Spring
organizations and institutions were asked to state their top
priority for 2009. It turns out, perhaps not unsurprisingly, that
most respondents found it challenging to name just a single
issue.

Salt Spring RCMP
According to RCMP Sgt. Danny Willis, the island's seven
active police officers are on staff to serve the interests of
islanders.
More officers are always welcome, but the detachment
appears in pretty good shape, in terms of staffing levels, compared to previous years, Willis added.
In 2008, the detachment set out to clean up the downtown
core, target driving infractions and prevent drug use on the
island. What local RCMP members focus on in 2009, Willis
said, depends on what the community wants.
In January, officers will begin asking islanders to suggest
directions in which the detachment should head. Comments
can be submitted directly to the station or through the Crime
Prevention Society's brand new website at www.saltspringcrimeprevention.org.
"It may be those same issues [identified last year) or it may
be some different issues," Willis said. "That's why we're asking."

DANNY
WILLIS

DAVE
ENFIELD

firefighting force, who have confidence in their tasks, are
equipped with the best possible equipment and have access
to other needed resources when the situation calls for them,"
Enfield added.
No word on whether a new proposed fire hall site is yet in
the cards.

Search and Rescue
"You mean other than more chocolate?" responded
Search and Rescue search manager Chuck Hamilton when
asked about his hopes and dreams for 2009.
In lieu of chocolates, Hamilton said, he would be more
than satisfied with a few more volunteers to top up Search
and Rescue's 27 eager and multi-skilled core members.
The group will hold an open house at the high school on
Jan. 20 as part of its 2009 recruitment drive.
Hamilton added that getting more volunteers certified
and re-certified in first aid and rescue techniques is always a
top priority. Saving up for a SAR-specific rescue and/ or gear
storage vehicle, he added, would be a major goal if things
proceed especially well in 2009.

CHUCK
HAMILTON

JUDY
RADDYSH

often-polarized community is really in need of more constructive individual and collective conversations, including
via the Driftwood. Let's develop and participate in thoughtful,
thorough problem-solving processes that build relationships,
bridge differences and create effective solutions, while honouring the Trust's 'preserve and protect' mandate."
For his part, Ehring said picking a single most-important
priority is a luxury not available in an "activist community"
such as Salt Spring.
"I have not so much a priority, but a commitment: to continue to work with the community on all the various issues
that face us," Ehring said. "To pick just one priority is to
suggest that others are not so important, and that's not how
government ought to work."
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee's first meeting of 2009 is on Jan. 8.

Gulf Islands Secondary School

Salt Spring Fire Rescue

Salt Spring Local Trust Committee

The department may not have succeeded in its early-2008
campaign to purchase land needed for a new and improved
fire hall near Ganges, but fire chief Dave Enfield is resolute in
fulfilling his mandate.
"Fire and life safety [is the priority) for everyone on and
visiting the island," he said.
Recruiting, training and building on the department's successes will remain clear goals in 2009.
"That includes having a highly trained and motivated

The past year saw the election of first-time trustee Christine Torgrimson to the Islands Trust. She will sit with returning trustee George Ehring and chair Sheila Malcolmson from
Gabriola Island.
"As a new trustee, my top 2009 priority is to help the community engage in respectful, productive dialogue about
important matters like affordable housing, watershed protection, industrial/ commercial zoning, governance improvement and other pressing concerns," Torgrimson said. "Our

Principal Judy Raddysh said her school and others within
the Gulf Islands School District plan to continue their emphasis on what is commonly referred to as "constructivist" learning. That means students, teachers and parents can expect
to spend more time working alongside one another to make
education more meaningful, efficient and rewarding.
"It's based on building knowledge on what we already
know," she said. "It's not so much what you learn, but it's
more to do with what the student wants to learn."
Mentorships, apprenticeships, distance learning programs
and courses designed to enhance specific skills, Raddysh
said, are proving more effective as more students get exposed
to them.
"That's really the direction we are going," she said.

l.Bullet (two-way tie Sam and Takin Marvsti)
2. Bandit (Anna Rithaler)
3. Boris (Norees Gasper)
4. Boomer (Rita Dods)
5. Bentley (Bonnie Tarantino)
6. Blazer (David Piperno)
7. Badges (Sarah Phipps)
Contest rules stipulate
that the new dogs' names
must begin with the letter B.
Last year 10 names beginning with the letter A were
chosen from across Canada.
Qualifying names from
Salt Spring will be forwarded
to the RCMP National Police
Dog Service Training Centre in Innisfail, Alberta for
the 2009 national Name the
Puppy Competition.
The local RCMP detachment gave "bucketfuls of

to allow working people to
speak their piece during
lunch hour, the ArtSpring
meeting will begin at noon
(rather than 1 p.m.) with a
town hall session.
It will be the first meeting of the new LTC with
Salt Spring trustees George
Ehring and Christine Torgrimson, and Sheila Malcolmson from Gabriola Island,
who replaces Kim Benson as
chair of both Trust Council
and Salt Spring's LTC.
The agenda issued Dec.
29 listed the proposed Salt
Spring Coffee and Land Bank
Society Rainbow Road rezonings among other topics.
Inclement weather cancelled a number of public
meetings set for December,
including one on Dec. 17

News briefs
1940sferry
schedule
A Salt Spring Islander
spied a local historic treasure in the collectibles section of Craigslist Victoria
last week.
Alice Trueman noticed a
Salt Spring schedule of the
Gulf Islands Ferry Co. Ltd.
from 1948, being sold for
$40.
The schedule details the
Cy Peck's four daily sailings
(with Wednesday being the
exception).
Cost for travel between
Swartz Bay and Fulford was
75 cents for a car under
2,000 pounds and its driver,
although the cost was $1.50
if the vehicle weighed more

than 4,000 pounds. An extra
car passenger cost 15 cents
and the foot passenger fare
was 25 cents. No mention
was made of fuel surcharges.
Advertisers on the schedule were Turner's Gift Shop,
Jack Smith's taxi, Vesuvius
Lodge and Devon Lodge.
The item can be viewed at
http: I /victoria.en.craigslist.
cal cit/ 971060477 .htrnl.

RCMPpuppy
names chosen
The Salt Spring RCMP's
Name the Puppy Contest
came up with seven potential monikers for the country's newest batch of police
dogs.
As selected by a panel of
guest judges, winners were:

bountiful bones" (similar
to Driftwood "roses") to all
people submitting names,
and to everyone who visited
the detachment on Tuesday,
Dec. 23 to visit with Santa,
Mrs. Claus and "Budolph,"
the red-nosed Buffalo who
was tasked with the job of
pulling Santa's custommade sleigh.

First LTC
meeting Jan. 8
Island political life gets
back on track next week
when the first Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee (LTC)
meeting runs on Thursday,
Jan. 8.
Regular attendees should
note the earlier-than-usual
start time, however. In order
vancouver

richmond

langley

victoria

set to give details about the
Land Bank Society project,
and the ad hoc Save Our
Surgery committee meeting
that was scheduled for Dec.
18. The latter meeting was
postponed to Jan. 15, 7 p.m.
at the Community Gospel
Chapel.

Tree chipping
cancelled
Weather has claimed
another island event. A treechipping service and bottle
drive scheduled for Saturday
in the high school parking
lot has been cancelled. The
event was a fundraiser for a
girls soccer team, heading
to Costa Rica in 2010. The
girls hope to re-schedule the
event for another date.
nanaimo

gulf islands

Simple and spectacular.
Ha11e it both ways.
Take the shortcut and the scenic route to the Lower Mainland . Harbour Air
offers two easy ways to get you there in minutes, with daily flights to
Downtown Viincouver and Richmond (YVR).
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Planning Your Next Home or R•novation?

Why Not 8UILD GREEN?
•
•
•
•

WINTER WEATHER

=

enhanced energy efficiency long term savings
healthier indoor air quality
durable materials requiring less maintenance
preservation of natural resources for future generations

. . . ~ 150-538-8775

th ~::-

&~

greeneorth.ssl@telus.net

NEWSBEAT

Season's spirit shines through storms
Extra effort
preserves traditions
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK?
PAGE22

As successive snowstorms
in recent weeks left islanders
with enough holiday horror
stories to last through a Gulf
Islands power failure, it's good
to know that the wild weather
can also bring out the best in
residents.
"God disposes 19 times out
of 20," wrote Margaret Mackenzie, the Extended Care Unit
(ECU) volunteer coordinator
with the Lady Minto Hospital
Auxiliary, in a letter sent to
the Driftwood. "On the 20th
time communities have to
step in."
For as long as she's volunteered with the group, the
auxiliary has helped put on a
Christmas feast for ECU residents and their families.
Organizers usually count
on between 60 and 80 people
turning up for the feast, so
when it became apparent that

a leak in the building meant
the hospital's kitchen was out
of service for the group's Dec.
23 event, uncertainty prevailed.
For a while, it was looking
as though the annual feast
would feature cold sandwiches instead of turkey and cookies instead of plum pudding.
Thanks to some help from
the Lady Minto Hospital
Foundation, hospital auxiliary
members and the combined
efforts of caterers, hospital
staff and volunteers, the event
featured a marvellous turkey
dinner with all the trimmings.
"Not even the third dump
of heavenly snow stopped
Valdy, volunteers and families
from celebrating a memorable family Christmas dinner,
looking out of the window at
a winter wonderland," Mackenzie continued.
"Everyone came together,"
she added.
As volunteers worked to
get the feast on the table, Salt
Spring's Mike Best was intent
on continuing a little family

tradition of his own.
Reached Thesday morning
while he was recovering from
a cold, Best couldn't recall
exactly when his family began
offering lifts to snowed-in
staff from Greenwoods and
Lady Minto Hospital.
"As a family, we've always
felt that nursing staff and
other healthcare providers
are undervalued," he said.
"They are always getting
short shrift."
To express his gratitude,
Best offers rides to nurses and
hospital staff from all comers
of the island whenever there
is a serious snowfall and he is
on the island.
This year, Best estimates he
provided lifts to more than lO
staff who had trouble making
it into work.
"It may be the holidays, but
the hospitals are still open,"
he said.
Having a four-wheel-drive
vehicle and plenty of winter
diving experience from his
days in Minnesota means
Best is a prime candidate for

the job.
Best added that he is but
one of the many people who
went out of their way to help
others in need. VVhether it
was checking up on neighhours, helping people out of
the ditch or running errands,
residents provided more than
enough reason to celebrate
the spirit of the season.
According to information
on the BC Hydro website,
more than 1,500 customers
on Salt Spring Island were
without power at some point
as a result of the snow, wind,
rain and cold to befall the
island.
While icy roads and snow
banks linger, the forecast
from Environment Canada
predicts the worst of Decemher's snowy weather is over
and done with.
Island residents can expect
warmer temperatures and
showers to usher in the new
year, a welcome relief for an
island that's had its fair share
of cold but still managed to
preserve plenty of spirit.

Roads: 'please be patient'
4 Long Harbour
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l l Salt Spring Island employ-

make it home again," he
said.
A number of islanders
expressed mystification at
why their roads were not
plowed, were done only
once in the course of two
weeks and why sand was
not used to provide traction
once snow was cleared off.
According to David Turenne,
the manager of Mainroad
Contracting's Gulf Islands division, crews continue to work
overtime to ensure the island's
major arteries are cleared.
"What we've had is a series
of storms that haven't given us
a break in between so we can't
do the clean up thatwewantto
do," he said on Monday.

ees clear the streets on a prioritybasis.Isolatedsideroads
are only reached once the
main roads and bus routes
are clear.
Unfortunately, he said, the
short time between snowfalls
meanssmallerroadshave been
subjected to multiple storms
without getting serviced.
"It's been difficult," he said.
"Please be patient. We will
get there and have everyone
plowed out in due course."
Though the company may
not be able to return every
message left at its office, he
added, all calls are recorded
and transferred to employees.
The company can be
reached by calling 1-877-3917310.

www.islandmortgage. ca
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CRITICAL ILLNESS
INSURANCE

Bus Schedule sponsored by

• Tax free lump sum benefit
30 days after diagnosis.
• Call for more information.

Rick Alexander
Ytmr Salt Spring Realtor

Office (250) 537-5553 • Toll Free 1-888-608-5553
Home 53 7-5854 164 Fulford -Ganges Road

MAFALDA
Hoogerdyk
hoogerdyk@telus.net

' www.saltspringliving.com
rick@saltspringliving.com
Friendly

5I DNEY AUTO 5ALES ~!!~~~~t~ ~i:~v~! ...so close to great savings!
NEW STOCK
1999 CHEV TRACKER, 87k, 4 cyl, 5 spcl... ................ $8,995
2008 GMC CARGO VAN, auto, ale ........................... $20,995
1998 NISSAN ALTIMA, 67k, ........................................ $6,995
2004 HYUNDAI ACCENT, 4 cyl. auto ......................... $6,995
2004 CHEVY OPTRA, 5 spd, SOk ............................... $7,995
1999 ACURA INTEGRA, 127k .................................... $8,995

NEWSBEAT

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax· Services
David Waddington
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

PHOTO BY STEVE WENSTE

VESSEL CHAT:
Coast guard vessel
Cape Kuper drops by to
check on the Queen of
Nanaimo in Long Harbour on Dec. 23. Soon
after departing from the
terminal at 3:30 p.m., the
crew dropped anchor
in order to investigate
an electrical problem.
BC Ferries spokesperson
Deborah Marshall said
the cause was traced to
a tripped breaker on an
emergency generator
panel. The vessel was
delayed by about 90
minutes.

QuickBooks Setup and Training
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

.

POLICE

RCMP targets abandoned vehicles
Time now to move vehicles
off the road
Salt Spring's RCMP detachment
advises motorists who have left vehicles abandoned along island roads to
move them or risk being stuck with the
price of a tow.
RCMP Sgt. Danny Willis said officers
have been lenient on drivers given the
recent snowfall. Now that condition are
improving, however, he said officers

will start getting serious about clearing
vehicles left in places that impede traffic flow or present a danger to motorists and pedestrians.
"The advantage of being in a small
community is that we don't have to
be overly officious, but we still have to
enforce the law," Willis said. "Now that
they've had time we are going to be less
lenient."
Willis said the detachment has
received several complaints from drivers about vehicles blocking circulation

Direct Downtown to Ganges
8:45amMon-Sat, 11:20am&3:15pm

in the Mount Belcher area and along
Beaver Point Road.
Owners of impounded vehicles must
pay for the tow in addition to a storage
fee of between 10 and 15 dollars per day.
"It can add up," Willis said.
Officers may still give islanders a
break by not issuing traffic violations
for improper parking, he added.
Individuals who suspect their vehicles have been impounded can contact the Salt Spring RCMP at 250-5375555.

saltspringair.com
250.537.9880

You Who ••• ?
Your name will be entered in a monthly
draw for a return trip for one to Vancouver.
Come to the 55 Air office to enter,
we are at: Grace Point Square

the islanders airline

BUSINESS

Letter to the editor? Press release?
What's On calendar event?
Send it to news@gulfislands.net.

lights back on at
Grace Point Square
Liquor store among
those back in
business
Business is slowly returning to normal at Grace Point
Square after BC Hydro crews
replaced a transformer
housed in a utility shed that
caught fire last week.
On Thesday, jl}.st in time to
prepare for NewYear's festivities, the provincially operated liquor store opened its
doors for the first time in
more than a week. Island
residents seeking a holiday
tipple had to patronize the
island's privately run liquor
stores, where higher than
usual demand was reported.

Michael Lalonde, owner
of Parkside News in Grace
Point Square, said things are
looking up now that power
to the complex has been
restored and many businesses have re-opened.
Business owners and
tenants at the complex
were evacuated by Salt
Spring Fire Rescue personnel moments before a dramatic explosion and subsequent fire on Dec. 22.
The explosion occurred
after water poured into the
Upstairs Bears and Auntie
Pesta's cafe.
A fire department spokesperson was not available
to comment on whether or
not the specific cause of the
explosion and fire has been
determined.

~~ If's till ~f fwd···
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Salt Spring Wand B.G

ISLAND ANTHOLOGY

'*'*'*·#*

THE DRIRWOOD'S WRmNG CONTEST
Everyone loves a good story, and the islands
are full of budding authors and poets.
We'll publish the best stories and poems In a
special supplement January 28th.

MONDAY NIGHT IS PIZZA NIGHT
Your choice from 3 delicious 8" pizzas.

$650

ENTER IN THE FOLLOWING:

Enjoy your pizza with a
Sleeman's Honey Brown Lager

$4
$13°5

SLEEVE
JUG

35

Fiction • up to 2,500 words
Creative non-Fiction - up to 2,500 words
Poetry - up to 500 words, may be one poem, or more,
with the total word count not exceeding 500 words.

.......

ENTER AS:

Youth: 20 and under I Adult- 21 and over
Previously Published Writers
Entries must be emalled In electronic form to:
news@gulflslands.net
·
Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gulfislands.net

250-537-5559

RECYCLING DEPOT

HOLIDAY HOURS

WE SUGGEST CLIPPING THIS AD AND STICKING IT ON YOUR FRIDGE
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The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society.
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NEWSBEAT

Earth to computer
geeks get real!
ALL SIZE PACKAGES, WHOLE

98

GRADE A
FRYING CHICKEN

Lb

2 per Family

98

Lb

4.37 Kg

4.37 Kg

IQF SIZE 21-25

CANADA GRADE M BEEF

BRAZILIAN FROZEN

HEADLESS BLACK
TIGER
. PRAWNS

BONELESS STRIPLOIN
GRIWNG STEAK

LOBSTER TAILS

tl ..: '.<:t
""'ifiiflitt1;»ir"Family

98

598

Lb

1Lb Bag
TEXAS GROWN FANCY

98

RUBY RED
GRAPEFRlllli

Lb.
CALIFORNIA GROWN US NO.1

PRODUCT OF CHilE NEW CROP

ICEBERG

YELLOW FLESH
N

**ORANGE
PEPSI * 7-UP
CRUSH

CANNED POP

Sf

284 ml Tin
ISlAND FARMS ASSORTED

VELVET
REAM

2 Litre Carton
ASSORTED VARIETIES

NALLEY

c.......

iZ<ii

225 Gram Tub

180Gram Box

ASSORTED VARIETIES

ASSORTED VARIETIES

CRUNCH'EMS 500Ml OR SElECTED

MISS VICKIE'S
POTATO CHIPS

LAY'S

BICK'S

Gram

florien,.,

He was at it. Again. Five
short years after David
had taken Amy up the
aisle and promised fidelity
'til death do us part, here
he was fooling around
on her. She'd caught him
once before, but that was
before they'd tied the knot
- and besides, it was with
a hooker that time. This
time, she walked right in
on the two of them. In her
own house.
Amy had had enough;
she slammed the door, put
on her hat, went down to
the lawyers and filed for
divorce. Got it, too making legal history in the
process .
Says in the newspaper that David had "met"
someone else in an Internet game called Second
Life. This is a virtual world
where players invent online versions of themselves
("Yes, I'm blonde, six-footthree and a black belt in
Karate who speaks 11 languages . . . ") Cyberguy
then proceeds to flirt with
cybergal and vice versa.
They invent their own
backgrounds, go on online adventures together
and eventually co-inhabit
their own alternate universe.
Sometimes it spills
over into real life. David
and Amy for instance,
met online back in 2003,
looked each other up in
real life and got married
shortly thereafter. Mind
you, they celebrated by
having a second, pseudowedding online - as their
two cyber characters.
Are you with me so far?
Good, because here's where
it gets confusing. The reason that David and Amy's
divorce made legal history
is that there wasn't actually
a physical "other woman"
involved. Amy caught her
husband in flagrante delicto with ....
A computer screen.
David Pollard was having
sex by computer.
I'm not even sure how
you go about that.
But I guess a few other
people are figuring it out.
Millions of players around
the world spend at least
some of their leisure hours
hunched over a computer
involved in Second Life.
It's not the only alternative cyberworld out there.
There's another one called
MapleStory that attracts
enthusiastic fans. Jealous ones too. Last year a
Japanese man logged on
to his MapleStory sweetie
and gave her the heave-ho
online. "I want to see other
women" he explained to
her monitor.
The jilted woman turned
off her computer, put on
her hat, tracked her virtual
husband down and shot
him dead.
Really, not virtually.
Psychiatrists have a
name for this baffling new
phenomenon. They're
calling it The Truinan Syndrome, after The Truman
Show, a movie in which
J.im•.CarreJZ nlaved Tn1m::~n

Arthur
Black

WIT&WHIMSY
know his entire life was
being broadcast on television as he lived it. People
suffering from the Truman
Syndrome are utterly convinced that their lives are
secretly playing out on a
reality TV show.
Canadians are not
immune. In fact, there's
some evidence that we are
world leaders in the Delusionary Cybersweepstakes.
For instance, what would
you guess is the number
one topic ferreted out by
Canadians on the web pornography? Rick Mercer
skits? Old Stephen Harper
speeches?
Nah - it's hockey,
natch. This is Don Cherry
country, after all.
Or used to be. Hockey
info - NHL stats, trades
and trivia - has for years
been by far the most popular topic for Canadian
users of the Internet, but
no more. According to
Yahoo Canada, Hockey
Hunger has been toppled
by RuneScape.
Wot dat? Why, RuneScape is an MMORPG, of
course. In fact, it's the
most popular MMORPG
from Prince Rupert to PEl
and from Pangnirtung to
Point Pelee.
MMORPG stands for
Massively Multiplayer
Online Role- Playing Game.
Which is to say, RuneScape
is like Second Life and
MapleStory- an alternate
web universe in which real
life is replaced by pixels.
How popu.lar is this
stuff? Mighty. The experts
say that the Second Life
game alone attracts more
than ten million players
worldwide. Some observers worry about what that's
doing to the health of the
people involved, especially kids. Colin Higgs is a
sports science researcher
who worries about juvenile obesity. "We're headed
for some serious health
problems down the road
because of this shift to
video games," he says.
I'm more concerned
about the mental fallout.
How much time can you
safely spend in a fantasy
space where you assume
the role of someone else
with a different family, job,
friends - country, even before you begin to have
problems deciphering what
is real from what is not?
The poet T.S. Eliot
wrote:
Humankind
Cannot bear very much
reality.
Maybe not. But whenever I run into a heavy-duty
computer freak, I feel an
impulse to shake him by
the shoulder and say, "Hey,
man - have you looked
nnt thP ur.inrln'l.u l!ll'tolv 3"ha.

NEWSBEAT

Call

KELLY REGEN "
for all of your
real estate needs.
537-5515
......,._,
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ROYAL LePAGE
PHOTO CONTRIBliTED

Multiple MLS Award Winner
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Salt Spring Realty

OPTIMIST: Salt Spring
bird lover Henry Otto calls
his budgie an optimist, after
its attempt to hatch some
chicken eggs brought into
the house last week.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Icy roads and walkways
pose extra risk to seniors
Prevention best way
to avoid injury

Unless, that is, individuals
remain vigilant of the risks
involved in travelling about
town.
According to statistics
compiled by B.C. Ministry
of Health in 2005, more than
10,000 seniors are hospitalized each year as a result of
a fall. Treatment costs the
province more than $150
million.
Twaites reminds everyone to take precautions on
the island's icy roads and
walkways, but has a special
warning for anybody over
the age of 80.
"Once you're over 80,
you're at extreme risk," she
said.
The B.C. Injury Research
and Prevention Unit advises
seniors to avoid carrying

Jo Twaites, clinical co-ordinator at Salt Spring's Lady
Minto Hospital, has seen it
all before.
Every time the snow falls,
hospital emergency rooms
are filled with people nursing the consequences of a
slippery sidewalk or unsalted front step.
Twaites doesn't have any
numbers to indicate how
many people have gone
through Lady Minto with
slip-related injuries since
the first snowfall on Dec.
13, but she's got more than
enough experience to know
more victims are on their
way.

heavy or awkward loads and
reaching for items. The group
recommends that seniors
wear appropriate footwear,
have somebody shovel their
front steps and driveway, and
use a walker or cane when
venturing outside.
Though the most severe
type of injuries are hip related, Twaites said, she has seen
all sorts of long-term consequences from fall victims.
"We've seen a little bit of
everything," she said.
The most important thing
people can do, she added, is
to ask neighbours, friends,
family or volunteers for help
getting around and running
errands.
"Being willing to ask for
help is not easy for anybody," she said.

letter to the editor?
Press release?
What's On calendar event?
Send it to
news@gulfislands.net.
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ICBC CLAIMS PERSONAL INJURY
• 25 years successfully representing injured persons
• NO FEE until you collect
•Free confidential consultation

PAUL B. JOYCE
Barrister & Solicitor

(250) 537-4413

For more information
call ANDRE GAGNON
Three Point Motors 1-888·215..1175
agagnon@threepointmotors.com

(24 hours)

c•smart
open your mlnd.
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Eye-Popping
Sunrises
& Lip-Smacking
Breakfasts

SAVE
10o/o

Served Daily at 7 am

when 6 or more
are purchased

See you at our house!

*

Wine • Liquor • Liqueur
We are open till
11 pm tonight and 9-11 pm
on New Year's Day!!

TO ,MAKE THINGS SIMPLER
Insurance and investment solutions that fit your life. I can help.
Edith Stevenson
250-653-2440
edith.stevenson@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/edith.stevenson
129 Brookwood Place
Salt Spring Island BC VSK 4Wl

~u•~

4/' . . .
ll./ ~

Sun~,:© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2008.

Life Financial

Meet your friends at the
THE LOCAL over the holidays
Drink specials every day!
'i'-to:

06-149 Fulford-Gan

Road

250-537-9463 Store
250-537-9485 Bar
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Photo Essay, under 30,000 eire., Day in the Life of SSI, GOLD
Special Publication, Gulf Islander Visitors' Guide, SILVER
Spot News Photo, under 30,000 eire., Village Resort Fire, BRONZE
Cartoonist Award, Home Size OCP Proposals, SILVER
2008 BC and Yukon Community Newspapers Association Awards

Best All-Round Newspaper, 4,()00-6,499 eire., GOLD
Best Editorial Page, 4,Q00-6,499 eire., GOLD
Best Photo Essay, 4,()00-12,499 eire., Day in the Life of SSI, GOLD
Best Spot News Photo, 4,QOO-12,499 eire., Village Resort Fire, GOLD
Best Front Page, 4,Q00-6,499 eire., SILVER
Best Newspaper Promotion, 4,000-1 2,499 eire., Sustainability Challenge, BRONZE

2008 WINNER
CCNA BETTER
NEWSPAPERS
COMPETITION

2008 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards

EDITORIAL

New round
of news
he Driftwood's annual
Year in Review pages
once again illustrate
how much can happen
in the space of 52 weeks in one
community, and prompt speculation about what might make
the news in 2009.

T

Here's a brief list of things to watch out for in the
coming year:
On the political front, all eyes will be on recently
elected local officials. As usual, a new Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee will take its seat with highvoltage issues on the table. Viewpoint writer John
Sprague has already challenged George Ehring and
Christine Torgrimson to show how "green" they
really are when it comes to considering the Salt
Spring Coffee Company and Blackburn Meadows
rezoning applications. Minimizing conflict and
improving community
cooperation are high on
THE ISSUE:
Torgrimson's priority list
for the year, though, and
On the horizon
we hope those goals can
in 2009
bernet.
The outcome of new
WE SAY:
CRD director Garth Hendren's efforts to garner a
A year of chalprovincially
funded incorlenges ahead
poration study will also be
highly anticipated.
We wonder what the ,
community survey of parks and recreation needs
and priorities will come up with, and how a PARC
commission with only one member remaining from
one year ago will fare with the inevitable pressures.
What about the Salt Spring Fire Protection
District? Will it be able to find a voter-approved
property for the new fire hall it needs?
Will we see tangible progress in growing the local
affordable housing stock and improving conditions
for the island's homeless and families most in need?
What about the Channel Ridge village development, or the Salt Spring Island Village Resort, the
latter in receivership limbo once again?
And will the next step be taken to address the
problems of our beleaguered library building?
One huge question mark is how the global economic situation will play out in the Gulf Islands:
whether the tourism and construction industries
will be visibly pummelled, or if a lower Canadian
dollar and fuel prices will help mitigate potential
negative impacts.
These are just some of the issues we know to be
on the horizon for 2009, yet experience tells us most
of the news will be unexpected and unprecedented
-somewhat like the weather maelstrom visited
upon us during the last two weeks of 2008.

~------~-~
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Trustees must consider big green picture
BY JOHN B. SPRAGUE
Salt Spring recently elected two "green" trustees.
They face some difficult decisions, and it will be
interesting to see how deeply the green runs.
In particular, our local Trust committee (LTC) will decide on
two development proposals that are quite similar. Both applicants want changes toward commercial or industrial use, both
applicants are "green" and both locations are near lakes needing
protection.
One application asks to change the agricultural classification
of Blackburn Meadows golf course to allow a caretaker's residence, bigger clubhouse, restaurant, big workshop and a storage building. This would also mean cancelling a land use contract which protects the environment. The other application
is for spot rezoning of 1501 Fulford-Ganges Road to allow Salt
Spring Coffee Company to build a factory and headquarters.
Both applicants are green. The young man who runs the golf
course is as sincere and environmentally friendly as one could
wish. Although the steering committee for the Cusheon Watershed Management Plan was not pleased about a golf course on
the shores of Blackburn Lake, it said only good things about its
operation, which uses no chemical fertilizers or pesticides. Salt
Spring Coffee produces a certified organic product, intends to
build an environmentally favourable operation and also provides employment.
A major problem is that both the properties are located on
or near sensitive lakes. Drainage from the golf course goes
directly to Blackburn Lake, then to Cusheon Lake. Such land
runoff is the biggest cause of the serious nutrient problem in
the Cusheon system and the management plan made strong
recommendations about restricting development in the watershed. Further development of the golf course would increase
its contribution of phosphorus to the lakes, instead of helping
in the needed reduction. The property proposed for the coffee
plant is only 400 metres from Ford Lake, which does not yet
suffer over-enrichment, and is mostly surrounded by a band of

natural vegetation that is habitat for many species and partly owned by Ducks Unlimited.
The previous LTC seemed to support both
requests. The Cusheon Lake Stewardship
Committee made a presentation to the LTC about problems
in further development at the golf course. One trustee told the
delegation that its members did not appreciate the "big picture"
because the present agricultural zoning might sometime result
in large numbers of polluting cattle beside the lake. That is possible, but unlikely since it is not seen on nearby agricultural
properties.
If zoning is downgraded it will almost certainly stay that way.
One concern is the "thin edge of the wedge" scenario. Commercialization of one property is likely to encourage adjacent
property to go the same way. Another concern is what might
happen in future decades, when and if the golf course or coffee company disappears - another much worse commercial
operation would be free to come in.
The land surrounding our lakes is simply the wrong place for
downgrading towards commercial or industrial use. These concerns are part of the "big picture" that trustees should consider.
The environmental assessment report paid for by Salt Spring
Coffee does not consider that bigger picture.
Islands Trust can put special restrictions on property use.
However, in the experience of the Cusheon stewardship group,
such restrictions are usually ignored and remedies for infractions have been of doubtful value. Perhaps the LTC can come up
with better solutions such as helping the coffee company find a
more suitable location.
So it will be interesting to see whether the LTC follows the
precautionary principle for these two parallel applications. Will
the newly elected trustees move to the green side or the development side?

VIEWPOINT

The writer is a retired biologist who lives on Salt Spring and
helped produce the Cusheon Watershed Management Plan.
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LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:
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Didthesnowyweather
change your Christmas

DYes ONo

_, Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

"You equal Air Canada in your ability to keep loved ones
apart at Christmas:'
LOUISE DOUCET, WRITING TO MAINROAD

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What is your resolution for zoo9?

WADE BORTZ
Do more kite surfing.

DARRYL MARTIN
I'm just trying to survive
Christmas and the storms.

SARAH COLEMAN
Lose weight and get my husband
to do the cooking.

Letters to the editor
Meals
delivered
Oh my! I know why I
choose to live in this community and it is confirmed
almost daily.
So we know it snowed
and then some. We know we
shovelled that driveway last
night and will have to shovel
it again and again. Just getting the wood in became
a major task each day, let
alone even thinking about
getting out and about.
However, I am proud to
say Meals on Wheels (MOW)
still delivered meals. Truthfully, it was not easy some
days, but the smiles on
peoples' faces and seeing
your footprints in the snowy
driveways when there had
been none before confirmed
we were doing something
good.
I have come to understand
that when in doubt about

what to do or say when
someone has done a kindness, a simple "thank you"
has the most wonderful
resonance to it, both for the
speaker and the receiver.
I say thank you to:
• The dedicated cooks
and kitchen crew at Greenwoods, day in day out, and
on Christmas Day the turkey dinner was delivered.
• Arlene D., who offered
to cook, shop and look out
for the clients in her neighbourhood.
• DawnS., for the thoughtful boxes of treats for the
MOW clients.
• The Unitarian Fellowship, whose members put
together wonderful Christmas baskets.
• The Girl Guides and
Pathfinders for the bright
Christmas cards.
• To all of the drivers for
MOW who drive throughout
the year.
• To Richard, for giving

DOUGLAS LANDLES

CRYSTAL ROSE

I don't know. It's not a tradition of
mine. I'm continuously making
resolutions and getting in touch
with the way things need to be.

Less stress.

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and comment on letters at www.gulfislandsdrihwood.com under the Opinion tab using Disqus.

up a week of his holiday to
battle the difficult roads and
driveways in the 4x4.
• To Al, Rita, Jane, Jim,
Don, Hope, Arthur, Bruce
and Muriel for getting those
meals out on really snowy
days.
And finally to all volunteers from my volunteers,
we know why we do it thank you.
The heart that gives is the
heart that gathers.
CATHERINE BENNETT,
MEALS ON WHEELS,
ADMINISTRATOR

Wonderland
dinner
Gods dispose- 19 times
out of 20. On the 20th time,
communities have to step
in.
The slow, measured and
efficient progress of the
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary ladies in the midst of
their preparations for the

Extended Care Unit family Christmas dinner was
halted when the first disposition came to pass: the
unit sprang a leak, closing
down two of the residents'
rooms, the office of the staff
activities coordinator and,
of course, the kitchen where
the dinner was to be cooked.
Sandwiches and cookies
loomed.
Then came the community. The Hospital Foundation
board, providentially meeting at the onset of the crisis, decreed that the dinner
go ahead, using a caterer,
to supply the meal for the
residents, their families, the
staff and the volunteers who
set up the festivities and
served the meals.
Visions of sugar plums
and full turkey dinners reemerged. These all became
a reality through the efforts
of Christine Godlonton and
her elves at Dinner's Ready
catering and the famous

Embe Bakery sausage rolls,
spanakopita and mini
quiches.
Not even the third dump
of heavenly snow stopped
Valdy, volunteers and families from celebrating a
memorable family Christmas dinner, looking out of
the window at a winter wonderland.
As a result of the efforts
of hospital staff and volunteers and the cooperation
between the Lady Minto
Hospital Auxiliary and the
Hospital Foundation, yet
another of the unit's Christmas dinners was a success.
The ladies in the hospital
Thrift Shop, whose masterly selling activities provide
funds for regular activities
and extras in the unit, and
the gods, must have smiled.
A huge thank-you to all concerned.
MARGARET MACKENZIE,
HU VOLUNTEER COORDINA·
TOR, LMH AUXILIARY

Time to
move cars
The snow has made it
difficult for many drivers
to get their vehicles to their
homes. ' The RCMP and
Ministry of Transportation
have been lenient due to
the circumstances.
Now that roads are
improving and the suddenness of the storm has
passed, owners of vehicles
parked unlawfully will
need to remove their vehicles themselves from these
situations or have them
towed.
The RCMP will be ordering vehicles impounded if
they pose a risk to other
users of the roads, or they
are parked unlawfully, or
they appear abandoned.
SGT. DANNY WILLIS,
SALT SPRING RCMP

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

Measuring hardships and blizzards·atyear's end
At 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 17, I found myself
driving through Washington State's Snoqualmie Pass in one of the worst snowstorms on record.
Trucks, semis, SUVs and astonishingly illprepared family sedans littered the ditches
and medians, their headlights still blazing
up through the falling snow in unnatural
angles. I navigated my 4X4 through this
whiteout hell for more than two hours, following the taillights of a Hummer, until it
too slid into the pine trees.
Hungry and nerves frayed to the ragged
edge, I limped into Pendleton, Oregon
and the sanctuary of a Super Eight Motel.
Slumped at the end of the bed with the
Weather Network barking out snow hazard
updates, I gulped down a giant cocktail,
quickly followed by another. Long story
short: I regained consciousness a few hours
later nursing a giant headache and as the
owner of a new flat-screen TV; which I had
apparently bought on-line before doing a
face plant into the polyester pillow. (You
know that old adage, "Never go to a grocery store hungry?" Here's the latest version
for the new millennium lexicon: "Never go
on eBay blowing .08 or more.") In one fell
swoop I had engaged in two of the nation's
time-tested favourites in holiday stress
relief: booze and shopping.
This year there are plenty of reasons other
than the garden variety seasonal stressors
to raise blood pressure and prompt you to
chase your dog around the coffee table with,

to cover the extra costs of this
a large blunt instrument.
rampant bingeing. Good luck
Google any country on the
with that. Given the already
planet and you will likely
stratospheric prices we fork
be deluged with ethnic
over for a bottle of garden variviolence, natural disasters,
Peter
famine, AIDS epidemics,
ety wine, it's enough to drive a
Vincent
human rights abuses man to drink.
pick your poison. Thumb
My other favourite stress
reliever- shopping- has also
through one of our nationtaken a major hit this season.
al papers. You will read that
The daily onslaught of terrifymore than 350 Canadian
soldiers have been injured in Mghanistan ing economic news, climbing unemployin the past three years, along with the 106 ment and whispers of a depression rivalling
killed, that we are going into our national the Dirty Thirties has caused consumer
line of credit and that the opposition par- confidence to plummet to a 27-year low,
ties are sharpening their claws for the next according to the Conference Board of Canaparliamentary bloodbath.
da. Close friends and relatives have blurted
On a personal level, you can insert your out stories of losing $75,000, $100,000 and
own private hell here. Any manner of crises, more from their retirement fund in the past
from divorce to unemployment, doctors' few months. Vacations have been cancelled
-reports, deadbeat cousins, incontinent pets or severely modified.
That new flat -screen television winging
- all stuffed into a very untidy box. It's no
wonder there is a national unabashed love its way to my door was bought with holiday
Air Miles points. The dream of a white sandy
affair with Prozac. And alcohol.
Regardless of experts' declarations that beach this year seems unrealistic ... might
alcohol is the worst thing possible during as well use the points for something. Given
times of stress, Canadians aren't buying the bleak economic outlook, my gut says I
it. Our provincial health officer, Dr. Perry should be buying farming implements and
Kendall, released statistics that revealed fishing gear. You can't eat a flat-screen, can
alcohol consumption in British Columbia you?
To all this less-than-cheery news, let's mix
has gone up eight per cent since 2002. The
average B.C.er over the age of 15 gulps down in the extreme weather throughout the conmore than 500 drinks per year. Predictably, tinent. That same winter blizzard responthe government wants to increase the tax sible for the permanent finger depressions
on certain liquor as both a disincentive and in my steering wheel has also whacked our

HEADTOH EAD

own corner of the world, causing many to
forgo post Christmas pilgrimages to big
box stores. It's proving tough enough to trek
downtown for groceries, let alone braving
an outing to Nanaimo or Victoria.
It seems that all the gods have conspired
to make this a hard Christmas season indeed
-one that may force many to rediscover the
other less commercial aspects of the season
- activities that don't involve breathalyzers
or camping overnight outside electronics
stores. At the risk of sounding like Jimmy
Stewart, I am rediscovering the borderline
dysfunctional joys of friends and family.
My dear old mum had a wee stroke two
weeks before Christmas, forcing siblings to
roll up collective sleeves to make the best of
a heartbreaking situation. The staff dinner
at Hastings House has morphed into a potluck at my house. Strip away the credit cards
and fiscal abuse, and one's better nature
occasionally will float to the surface. Personal growth trumps a flat-screen TY.
I just met a woman whose son was hit by a
motorist. The driver was young and without
adequate insurance. Theresa has been taking care of her quadriplegic son now for ll
years. Every day for 11 years. Saint Theresa.
I can't imagine. Somehow my drive through
the Snoqualmie Pass doesn't seem such a
hardship.
Visit Peter Vincent's website!blog at http://
web.mac.comlrepublicofsaltspring
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Slow Cooking
Most of us are starting to change some habits
of sustainability into every aspect of our life."
around the house as we become more aware
The alpine fleet runs on biodiesel. All public
faucets and soap dispensers are hands-free to save
of the damage we can unintentionglly do to the
environment. What about our places of work, our
on water. The food and beverage operation, which
offices, plants and factories?
is sizable, uses eco·friendly cleaning products and
A client of mine, who is passionate about
biodegradable trash bags.
his company's impact on the environment,
The restaurant venues are certified Ocean Wise,
commissioned me to research the sustainability
which means they only use sustainable seafood. All
the restaurants at the resort work with responsible
of every product his company buys from other
local growers to reduce transporting food long
producers. It didn't take me long to understand there
distances. The resort offers a
are circles within circles within circles.
battery recycling program to
Where does the wood come from?
all employees. And the
Is it sustainably harvested? Is the
logging company a responsible
list goes on.
Coming soon, and
employer? Is the sawmill run
this is the best news
sustainably?
I am sure there are many
of all, they are working
Smart choices for our future
business owners who run their
with the requirements set out
by the District of North Vancouver to
company in an environmentally conscious way
install a wind turbine on the top of the
(and I would love to hear about them) but one
mountain. The exciting project, when
that grabs my attention is the way the owners
completed, would be the first viable
of Grouse Mountain Resort in North Vancouver
wind energy solution.
are committed to be great stewards of their
When employers set out a policy of
piece of paradise.
You can check their commitment
sustainability, miracles can happen.
But the responsibility rests with us all.
out yourself on their website at www.
We need to push the envelope and
grousemountain.com but let me give
start talking to our work colleagues to
you a taste. They call their mission, their
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
get them on board, then approach our
commitment to sustainability, Blue Grouse.
employers with a plan of action.
"The idea behind Blue Grouse is simple.
I worT<. alone in my home office, as do an
Blue Grouse is about balance and responsibility,
increasing number of you, with no one looking over
both in ecological and economic terms. We
our shoulder to make sure we are doing the right
recognize that what is good for the environment can
thing... l'm in, are you?
be equally good for business. Our mission is equally
clear. We are committed to embedding the principles
maggiec@blackpress.ca

Community Heroes
GARY HOLMAN

~

na ~lly

LiveSmart Community Hero

MONTHLY WINNER
RYDER BERGERUD - SALT SPRING ISLAND

As the winner of our
monthly liveSmart BC
Community Hero draw
Ryder has won $1 00
and will be entered in a
provincial competition.
Three Grand Prize winners
will be profiled on the
liveSmart BC website,
receiving a $500 cheque
and a framed "lliveSmart''
certificate signed by
Premier Gordon Campbell.

As if being a high school student wasn't hard enough, Ryder
Bergerud has consistently gone out of his way to take on some of
the island's and the world's most pressing environmental and social
issues.
"I'd like to help make a positive change in the world;' Bergerud said
in a September interview for the Driftwood's Great Kids supplement.
At the time, the 17-year-old was making that difference on a
local level through initiatives like the Islands Trust's student trustee
program and the Global Awareness group at Gulf Islands secondary.
Ryder began sitting as a student trustee with the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee in 2007. As a student trustee, Bergerud gave a voice
to students' demands for a greener island by supporting the island's
public transit system, recycling programs and initiatives to mitigate
climate change in the island's new official community plan.
Engaging other students in the political process isn't always an
easy task, but it's essential if there is to be any hope of solving the
world's environmental predicaments, he said.
"Most of the work I'm doing now is less individual and more with
larger groups of people;' he said.
Since the beginning of the school year, Ryder has been a strong
supporter of the high school's new Environmental Action Group
Encouraging Responsibility (EAGER).
Ryder said members are developing a local sustainable shopping
guide with island business owners and intend to begin a series of
programs aimed at making consumers more aware of the needless
packaging sold with so many products.
The group has literally "greened up" the school by adding plants
and trees to classroom and common areas.
It all comes back to making sure students and other members of
the community can see and feel the effects of their efforts first hand.
"It's important to show people that they can make a difference;'
he saicf.

Salt Spring voters may have recently bid
farewell to Gary Holman as their Capital
Regional District director, but his work over the
past six years, and well before that, makes for
perfect LiveSmart Community Hero material.
Gary used his grants-in-aid budget of
approximately $40,000 per year to give financial
support to a number of projects that reduced
greenhouse gas emissions, often helping to
leverage funds from other levels of government
and agencies, or provided expertise and other
non-monetary support.
When it comes to mitigating climate change,
Gary's most significant contribution may be his
leadership role in getting the wheels turning on
a public bus service on Salt Spring. The service,
which began operating in January of 2008
under direction of the newly created Salt Spring
Transportation Commission of the CRD, has
exceeded all expectations in terms of ridership
and demand for more service.
He also supported projects such as:
• Partners Creating Pathways Lower Ganges
Road trail, completed in 2008, and the next
pathways project.
• North Ganges Transportation Management
Plan (in progress), which will make that part of
town more friendly for pedestrians and reduce
vehicle use as a result.
• The Salt Spring Energy Strategy, which
heightened awareness of the need for climate
change action through a number of initiatives,
including the One-Tonne Challenge.
• Energy retrofits and low-flush toilet rebate
programs.
• Transfer station bylaw amendment
promoting chipping of clean wood waste rather
than burning or transporting the material off
the island.
Gary's efforts for a number of years have
resulted in preservation of natural areas
throughout the island. He was a co-founder
and chair of the South and West Salt Spring
Conservation Partnership, whose member
agencies saved 2,600 acres of the Texada
lands in 2001. He was also involved in efforts
to preserve a major Ford Lake property and
properties on and near Mount Erskine.
In the more general environmental realm,
Gary supported a number of initiatives related
to water quality on the island, including creation
of the island's water council and upgrades to
various water systems, as well as the Burgoyne
Bay liquid waste treatment site.

Learn how at www.LiveSmartBC.ca

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

can lead the fight
against climate change?

It's me. It's you.
The Province wants to help families go green

work towards reducing your carbon footprint

and, in doing so, help you save money along the

at home, at work and on the road. These can

way. There are a number of rebates, incentives

range from saving the PST on many ENERGY

and tax exemptions that make it easier and more

STAR appliances, to savings of over $4,000 on the

affordable for you to make green choices as you

purchase of a new fuel-efficient vehicle.

Be part of the solution. Learn more at www.livesmartbc.ca

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
The Best Place on Earth

Live Smart
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OPINION
MORE LETTERS

continued from 11

Incompetent
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Trac·y Stibbards

sales representative

250·537·9933
tstibbards@gulfislands.net

Some people insist that
the Earth is warming up.
This is very much contrary
to my recent experience. We
have been "blessed" with an
extended white and very chilly
Christmas. Bm.
I'd like to pass on a housewanning tip that I discovered
just two weeks back. In retrospect it's so obvious that
it makes one wonder why it
didn't occur to me 50 years
ago.
Our woodstove does a marvellous job of heating the air
in the ceiling just above it.
Because heat loss is directly
related to the difference in
temperature between the ceiling and the roof above it, the
number of calories that escape
this way is very signfficant.
But keeping an electric fan
blowing horizontally on to the
woodstove circulates the heat
in such a way that even rooms
down the hall are comfortably
warm. I'm agonizing about all
the money I could have saved
if I had thought about this
before.
Incidentally, those expensive thermo-electric fans to
put on the top of woodstoves
are useless. They just don't
have the oomph to do the job.
This is not what I started
off wanting to write about.

I wanted to write about Salt
Spring's incompetent drivers
and the expense their insurance claims burden me (and
you) with.
At so:rne future time I might
rant on about tailgaters. But
for now I want to talk about
the (expletive deleted) driver
who insists of venturing forth
on slippery roads that require
skills beyond his/her competence. Let us start by agreeing that we really ought to be
aware of our own limitations.
It's snowing. Depending
on my situation and where
I live, I have several options.
I can simply stay home for
a few days. I can walk to a
cleared road and hitchhike
or take the bus. Alternately I
can exercise my inalienable
right to go Ganges (or Fulford
or wherever) in my bald-tired,
two-wheel-drive sedan, and
if I get stuck, it's the fault of
Highways for not doing their
job.
Right! In the last couple
of weeks I have watched in
amazement as Salt Spring's
entitled, their tires spinning
in panic, slither and slide off
some steep and slippery hill.
Into the ditch they go. And
sometimes into each other.
When I become emperor,
I shall suspend ICBC insurance coverage for the duration. If you can't stay on the
road today, don't try.
HAROLD BROCHMANN,
SALT SPRING

RANTS and Roses
Rants
Lumps of coal to the person
who stole the safety triangles
set up to keep my brother's car
visible in the snow on Quebec
Drive. Santa will already have
you on his "bad" list for next
year. Anders Nielsen

"Willow'' the Husky went for
an evening stroll on her own
heading who knows where? If
not for his help, we four
searchers could have looked
all night in vain! Thanks again,
Colin. L, M, Hand G

A snowy bouquet of Christmas roses to the very kind
and extraordinary folks who
appeared magically to push
my Volvo out of the snow on
Atkins Road at Rainbow last
Thursday. Many thanks! Teresa Hitch

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make Santa's Workshop come true for
another year! It was a great
success and made a lot of little
children very happy again this
Christmas. Also thank you to
Mouat's, West of the Moon for
their drop-off boxes, erne and
United Church for their Angel
Trees, and helper Christa.
Santa Bob and Large ElfJudy

A thousand shovels full of
snow drops for Bryce Chapman for his tireless efforts
in clearing our driveway
entrances on Channel Ridge.
A&BFenske

A big red rose to Lisa and
everyone at Salt Spring Air
who made it possible for
our family to be together for
Christmas. Thank you. The
Bennett family.

Infinite premium yellow
blossoms to Dr. Shea and his
technician, Erin, for service
performed mid-morning Dec.
24 at Lady Minto Hospital.
Cortisone injection in left knee
and extraction of several milliliters of fluid restored mobility and killed pain, permitting
the patient, me, to experience
the holidays with considerable joy. Grazie mille ... Dan
Callahan

A huge bouquet of roses to
the Hydro crews who worked
through the holidays to restore
our power. You kept us from
freezing in the dark and we
know that you missed Christmas with your own families in
the process. You are true community heros. Thank you.

Roses

A huge bouquet of snow
roses (Serissa foetida) to the
United Church, those who
donated food and the many
volunteers who helped feed
the "masses" on this snowy
Christmas Day. The Lee Road
community
A lifetime supply of near
beer roses to Art Falardeau
for adventure-packed rides
into town and the unstinting
kindness, generosity, humour
and wisdom he extends to
the Creekside crew - and
beyond.
Roses to our bus drivers.
What a treat to be able to leave
the car at home and catch the
bus into town on these snowy
days. Thanks to all the bus
drivers for getting us around
safely and thank you to everyone else who has made our
local transit a possibility.
A huge bouquet of Siberian
roses to Colin Drummond for
his timely tip on the whereabouts of a missing dog. Visiting the island for Christmas,

An armful of white roses
to Thomas McKeachie Jr. for
liberating his SkyValley neighbours from the snow on Dec.
23. CC
Bouquets of roses with
thanks and appreciation to
each of the community health
workers who braved snow
and ice and all other winter
adversities to reach their clients during this holiday season. The determination and
dedication of all staff working
throughout the year has been
noted by Santa and each of
you have been placed on his
"nice" list for 2009. Best wishes for a Happy New Year from
Susan and Barbara
Bushels of roses to Ron
Spencer for keeping our road
passable over the past two
weeks. Without you and your
plough and your big heart
we would have had to cancel
Christmas. Dubois and Musgrave Road residents
A heartfelt bunch of roses
to Mike Best, who helped so
many Greenwoods employees get to and from work during the snow. Your help made
all the difference.

frankly scarlet

jewellery

Is Open For Business!

By now, most of you have heard of the fire and flood
damages at Grace Point Square. We at Frankly Scarlet
would like to send our warmest thanks to the firefighters
who quickly rushed to the scene, the Hydro crew, the
maintenance team and to all those who helped out
during this time of need.
We also wanted to pass on our sincerest condolences
to all owners and staff at Grace Point Square for their
losses.
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• Drainage • Landscaping
• Rockwalls • Ponds
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SHifT BIG'BAND
Information, menu and tic~ets available at
the Grill and lit the RaveQ Street Market Cafe

21J0-557-1J60
Salt Spring Golf and Cquntry Club

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CREATORS IN THE COLD: Vendors Ocea and Ben Clark shiver and huddle together as they sell pies and cutting boards
at the Christmas Market in Centennial Park.

FINE ART

Best of the best set for '09 solstice
Fine Art Group
planning underway
Although it may only be
the beginning of winter on
the island, the Salt Spring
Fine Art Group is already
looking ahead to summer
solstice 2009 and the launch
of the first -ever Masterpiece
Weekend, featuring their
best new fine art works.
"Artists from participating galleries will present one
work each, creating their
very best work; combining
to create a room full of 'masterpieces'," states a recent
Salt Spring Fine Art Group
press release. "This premise is a first for Salt Spring
and will showcase the very
best of the best. Salt Spring
Island has twice been voted
Canada's number one art
town (from the book, The
Best Small Art Towns in
America by John Villani)."
The three-day event will
open with a Best of Show
event, beginning Friday, June
19 at ArtSpring. Throughout the weekend visitors
can experience the art culture responsible for garner-

ing such positive attention
across North America. On
Saturday, June 20, the artists
of participating galleries will
be on hand to discuss their
latest works.
People will also be able to
participate in the Fine Art
Walking Tour, a self-guided
excursion through Ganges
village.
The Masterpiece Weekend
is an event organized by the
Salt Spring Fine Art Group

consisting of J. Mitchell
Gallery, Martinus StudioGallery, Pegasus Gallery of
Canadian Art, Steffich Fine
Art, Galleons Lap AtelierGallery, Jill Louise Campbell
Fine Art Gallery and Original
Studio, Stone Fish Gallery
with sculptor Allan Crane,
the Salt Spring Arts Council and sponsors, Hastings
House Country House Hotel
and ArtSpring.
"Watch for a surprise

musical guest announcement.
Experience the 'best of'
fine art accompanied by
local wine and cheese during Masterpiece Weekend.
Plan now to indulge in a rare
opportunity to escape from
the everyday and experience
timeless pieces celebrating
what Canada's number one
art destination has to offer."
For future updates, visit
www.saltspringfineart.com.
Closed
Sundays
and
Mondays

[ (.ALVIN'S
SAl.T

SPRING

ISl.ANO

.·.

~

Catering &
Private

Chef Service
Available

BISTRO

~-:-..::>-<;:K~-..:x--=--

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

we're online at
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

NEW YEAR'S HOURS
December 31- New Year's Dinner- Regular Menu
January 1st- Dinner
January 2nd & 3rd Lunch and Dinner
Closed from January 4 to February 9

Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New Year
from Hermann, Rene and the Staff at Calvin's

This season's specials ...

Yes! Showing all Pay-Per-VIew
~~-+-~ hockey games on the big screen
1 taproom&lounge
all regular season games
also shown the big screen

Monday Burger & Beer Night... pints $1.00 off I l4 pounder $4.50
Bellini Tuesday's... doubles $6.50
Pint & Wing Wednesdays... pints $1.00 off I drumettes $3.00 off
Pizza & Beer Thursdays... pints $1.00 off I pizza by the slice
Martini weekends... 3oz from $7.50
Caesar Sundays... doubles $6.50

SHIPSTONES FEATURES serveddanvatter4pm
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO

The story of six cantatas: getting set
for rare Bach Oratorio performance
-.: • •
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Audience prepares for
Jan. 6 show
On]an. 6, 2009,].5. Bach's Christmas
Oratorio will be performed atArtSpring
by Bach on the Rock. This is the third
in a series of three articles written by
George Ehring in preparation for that
performance. Previous articles in this
series (in the Driftwood on Dec. 17 and
24) gave background on Bach's life and
the cantata generally; this final article
looks more closely at the Christmas
Oratorio itself
BY GEORGE EHRING
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

, .. t~/
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*
All Day Breakfast Lunch
Cafe
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Open daily 8 am - 4 pm
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Bach's magnificent Christmas Oratorio is made up of six separate but
related cantatas, first performed
between Christmas Day, 1734, and the
Feast of the Epiphany, Jan. 6, 1735.
It is one of Bach's most lively and
festive vocal works, a re-telling of the
story of the birth of Jesus, based on
biblical texts from Luke ~ Matthew.
In discussing the entire work, the
six cantatas are commonly referred to
as Part I through Part VI.:..;
Bach begins the Christmas Oratorio with a stirring and_·triumphant
chorus. The music is taken from a
secular cantata Bach wrote one year
earlier to celebrate the .birthday of
Maria Josepha, Electress of Saxony
and Queen of Poland. \ ...,:
The libretto for the origfual cantata
was written by Christia.l) Friedrich
Henrici, known as Picander; he was
the poet for many ofJ~-af:h's cantatas and for the St. Mal w Passion.
~-~--~

(Picander became the postmaster in
Leipzig, and also its wine inspector,
both vital jobs.)
The chorus starts with an orchestral
introduction that opens surprisingly
with a solo timpani -something very
unusual for church music.
The opening words from the
queen's birthday cantata say "Sound,
ye drums! Ring out, trumpets!," so
Bach brings these instruments into
the church and has them do just as
he asked.
But a new libretto (possibly also
written by Picander) is necessary for
the sacred occasion to celebrate the
birth of Jesus, and the text is changed
to "Triumph, rejoice, rise, praise these
days now." Verses originally celebrating the life of a queen now urge the
congregation to "Serve ye the Highest
in glorious chorus, Let us honour the
name of our ruler!"
Five of the six cantatas begin with
a chorus accompanied by the orchestra.
The exception to this is Part II,
which tells the story of the shepherds
tending their flocks.
Rather than start with a chorus,
Bach establishes the calm, pastoral
nature of this particular cantata with
an orchestral sinfonia. It avoids trumpets and timpani and calls for the use
of unusual baroque oboes - called
oboes d'amore and oboes da caccia
("hunting oboes"), the latter a favourite of Bach's.
These are both lower in pitch than
a regular oboe, with a more resonant
and less piercing sound.
Today these parts are often played

,.•,

by English horns.
The oratorio has an unusually
large number of chorales, which are
hymns, some ofthem written by Martin Luther, all of which would have
been familiar to a Lutheran congregation. (For example, in Part I, chorales
numbers 7 and 9 are verses of hymns
by Luther.)
Bach also re-used the same melody
from time to time within the oratorio. One example of this occurs with
the first chorale of Part I (number 5)
and the concluding chorale in Part VI
(number 64).
But while number 5 is set as a reflective prayer, number 64 is a world apart.
To close the work with drama, Bach
accompanies the chorus with the full
orchestra, and includes a prominent
trumpet part.
Even though it uses the same choral
melody, its mood is triumphant and
glorious, a fitting conclusion to the
two week celebration of Christmas.
Though he intended it as six related cantatas and not one stand-alone
work, Bach's great Chr~stmas Oratorio
is now performed the world over at
Christmas, eclipsed of course by Handel's Messiah- which was written for
Easter and not ChristqJ.as.
But on Jan. 6, 1735, when the sixth
cantata was performed at the St.
Thomas church in the morning and
at the St. Nicholas church in the afternoon, it would be the one and only
performance of the work for over a
century. Not until 1857 when it was
finally played in Berlin, did anyone
have the chance to hear it again.
You might not want to miss it.

CONCERTS

L•VEyourDOG
... Hair
CERTIFIED DOG GROOMING
All natural products and over 10 years experience
Available now on Salt Spring Island
Call for your appointment today!

250-538-0333

Entire Bach
oratorio
on Tpesday
'

On stage at
ArtSpring

The Bach on the Rock
Christmas Oratorio series
concludes on Thesday, Jan. 6
IS YOUR
SAFE TO DRINK? with
presentation of the complete work by J.S. Bach writContamination can occur without
tenin 1734.
Featuring a chamber choir
changes in colour or taste.
and orchestra of both Salt
Spring and off-island profes$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
sional musicians, the event
Be Safe • Test Annually!
begins at 7 p.m.
Soloists a{e Monica Orso,
Carol Brown, Isaiah Bell and
Angus Bell.
Jim Stubbs, a professional
musician who moved to Salt
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Spring from New York last
Sidney, B.C. VBL 1Y5
year with his family, is the
show's musical director.
George Ehring, a Salt Spring
classical musical expert,
penned articles about Bach,
the cantata form and the
Christmas Oratorio itself in
the Dec. 17, 24 and 31 Driftwood issues. (See above) .
They're intended to help
audience members get the
Design & Build _.il'.liC!l::::::=:..=...
most out of their experience
Custom houses, additions and renovations
when it comes to showtime
on Epiphany.
The evening includes a
complimentary
catered interRoNALD BESLEY
mission and a reception at
LJc.#29029
9:30p.m.
Tickets cost $30 for adults
1
$20 for seniors and chiland
TEL: 250.537.8885
dren under 12, and are availEMAtl.: RBESLEY@TELUS.NET
able at the ArtSpring ticket
.-1..--............- -.....---- - - - - - - - - - - -a..-....;centre (250-537-2102).

WELL WATER

NIB LABS
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
BOOK REVIEWS

Revelations of the Americas
and caribou bookS make
for some fascinating reading
Two Return of the
Caribou authors live
on Salt Spring
BY MALCOLM BOND
SPECIAl TO THE DRIFTWOOD

Two recently published
non-fiction books are well
worth looking at for their
wealth of information pertaining to the subject matter of each. The first one
discussed herein has a Salt
Spring connection as two of
the authors, Bergerud and
Camp, live here.
It is The Return of Caribou to Ungava by A.T. Bergerud, Stuart N. Luttich and
Lodewijk Camp. Publisher
is MeGill-Queen's University
Press in 2008.
The second Book is 1491
by Charles C. M'ann, Vintage
Books, 2005.
The former title revolves
around much ohhe life work
of Dr. Bergerud, an internationally recognized expert
on caribou.
It summarizes caribou
population cycles in the
Ungava environs of Quebec
and Labrador, particularly
from the 1950s to the present. It also reviews events
prior to this in these and
other caribou herds. Impacts
of predators (including
humans), nutrition, diseases, as well as other factors studied through their
research is well covered and
discussed.
A most striking finding
was the population explosion of caribou documented
as a result primarily of rabies
decimating the wolf populations of the region.
A prior idea that winter
feed is a major limiting factor on survival was also
discounted. The spring and
summer feeds were found to
be of far greater importance

because calf birth weights
and weaning weights seem
essential to calf survival
for the replacement herd.
Migrations are well documented as well as a huge
mishap in which 10,000 animals are drowned at a river
crossing.
Although the book contains many graphs and
statistical analyses, which
might be confusing to the
non- biometrically trained
person, the narrative is well
written and clearly explains
the graphs and statistical
findings.
The second book, 1491,
contains new revelations of
the Americas before Columbus. The revelations include
the finding of an Andean
.civilization that predates
those of old Egypt, China
and the Indus Valley and is
contemporary with that of
Mesopotamia.
Another highlight is that
the pre-Columbians were
probably the first genetic
engineers through their
crossbreeding of plants to
develop maize rather than
by selection of existing
genotypes in already established wild grains such as
oats and rye, etc.
It also is discussed that the
human populations of the
Americas prior to the conquistadors was much higher
than previously thought.
The roles of human and animal diseases introduced by
the Europeans in wiping out
vast numbers of pre-Columbians are also covered.
An additional interesting
and fascinating discussion
shows how difficult it is even
for anthropologists to shake
off prior theories in the face
of new evidence.
An example cited is that
it took many years to realize that the Clovis and Folsom settlements were not

the earliest human activities
noted in the Western Hemisphere. (It will be interesting
to see what will be said in
100 years of our present-day
scientists re global warming
or cooling in view ofwhether C02 or cosmic radiation is
the trump card.)

An additional
interesting and fascinating discussion
shows how difficult
it is even for anthropologists to shake off
prior theories in the
face of new evidence.
The book 1491 is an easy
and informative read. A
word of warning, though.
Do not confuse the title with
two other recent books with
similar titles - 1421 and
1434, both by Gavin Menzies.
These latter two books
put forth a theory that the
Chinese in the first book
circumnavigated the world
and that the Chinese sailors
in the second book initiated
the Renaissance in Venice.
Both are short on evidence
and long on imagination.
Salt Spring vet and farmer
Malcolm Bond writes: "Since
I have had two hip surgeries
in the last two months, I have
had reading time, although
my preference for such time
is on a beach in Hawaii."

Build with Linwood
The complete solution for
your primary residence
vacation home.

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women's Outreach
Services
537-0717 or
toll-free 1-888-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
538-5569

'Transitions' Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website

www.iwav.org
Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

Thank You
A huge thank you to our photo contract
customers and to both our long term and
many new customers on Salt Spring and in
Victoria. In 2008 we enjoyed providing all these
photographic solutions: commercial products,
advertising, promotion, business and personal
portraits, pets, ceramic, pottery, woodwork,
sculpture, painting, fine art, aerial, interior
design, architecture, construction , home interiors, education, adventure and sports, for print,
newspaper, magazines, books and websites.
www.johncameron.ca

250-537-5830

~~~t-~
The yea.r ~oo8 has been an exciting year for us, with
the .~ddltJOn of two fresh new Thrifty Foods stores one m Duncan, and the other in Port Moody. We look
forward to serving you and your community with
smiles every day throughout 2009.

On a personal note, it is my wish that this time marks
the beginning of a year of pleasure, discovery and
prosperity for you and your family, and that each day
holds something special that is wonderful and new.
On behalf of all of us at Thrifty Foods,
Ha-p-py New Year\

~~

N\\\1oTd SoTensen
?Tes\dent & CEO
\nT\~~ roods
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
IMPROV THEATRE

GISS hosts friendly

evening of improv
Time to test theatre
mettle with live
audience

beautiful.
We do veneers and cosmetic dentistry.
Your smile should be as beautiful as you
feel. We have lots of ways to make your
teeth one of your "best features," from
same day CEREC crowns to implants, cosmetic dentures, white fillings, 6-month
adult braces and more. call us. 537-1400

The 2009 entertainment
year kicks off with a bang on
Friday, Jan. 9 with the Salt
Spring Island Improv Invitational at ArtSpring.
That's when improv
teams from Victoria High,
Esquimalt, Highlands and
others join two Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS)
groups at ArtSpring beginning at 6:30 p.m .
Teams are getting ready
for the north and south Vancouver Island regional tournaments of the Canadian

-one-visit CEREC crowns -reflexology available
before, during or after
-adult orthodontics
-dental implants
-all cosmetic & aesthetic
techniques incl. veneers
-root canals
-restorative dentistry
-full and partial dentures
-emergency treatments new and restoration

artful dentisfly
Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Available Now

PULL-OUT TV GUIDE
PAGE 19

•
•
•
•
•

Patterson Market
Vesuvius Store
.
Raven Street Market
Salt Spring Natureworks
Driftwood

Improv Games (CIG) and
could use more experience
with an audience.
"The teams have been
rehearsing their improv
skills in the laboratories and
studios of their respective
high schools and it's time
they start performing more
live shows," states a press
release about the event.
"The Canadian Improv
Games' oath stresses having a good time and learning
from each other and that's
only a portion of what this
show offers."
The show provides the
first ever mixed-team performance by C IG teams outside of the CIG competition
itself. A portion of the evening's revenue goes towards
sending the Vancouver
Island regional champions
to the national tournament
in Ottawa later in the year.
GISS Improv is coached
by Jason Donaldson and
includes Lulu Fulford, Prairie Moat, Zoe Cocker, Sean
Cunningham, Jesse Grindler
and Franz Heinrich.
The evening, put on by
Second Story Theatre, the
umbrella title for GISS theatre arts, will include GISS
Improv alumni as referees,
including Alex Corley and
Dejan Loyola.
Tickets are $10 and available through the ArtSpring
box office .

..--TIERNEY'S--..

Karena MacAllister
Canadians will spend more on
purchasing a home with
green features.

WHOLESALE LTD.
DISTRIBUTOR OF PAPER & PACKAGING PRODUCTS

NOW LOCALLY ON SALT SPRING!

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

A woodpecker on a tree makes a splash of colour on snowy
Salt Spring.

Call m efor
Free Green ing
& Staging ideas

-IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIOIIUI

ROYAL LEPAGE
-1111111111111111111111
SALT SPRING REALTY

250-537-5515

karenam@royallepage.ca

WE SUPPLY:
custom printed I sized bags, cups, boxes, java
jackets, containers, labels & more ...
Plus:
standard supplies for bakery, cafe,
restaurant, hotel, retail & gift, schools,
janitorial, institutional & industrial

wolfga ngwenzel.com

' SPECIALIZING IN BIODEGRADABLE,
COMPOSTABLE, RECYCLED & ALL ECOFRIENDLY PRODUCTS FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Salt Spring Island Community Services

.

.?'

•

,~· ttttent1on

New

Salt Springers!

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-9971

www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca

WE CARRY 5000 PRODUCTS.
WITH FREE WEEKLY DELIVERY!

COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

*Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults,
youth and families.
*Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service
is free and confidential.
Family Place: See wW'w.saltspringcommunityservices.ca for
fall scn~ule.
.
* Let's Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11 am - 4pm
*The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander@ssics.ca
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 1Oam - 5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
• Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight
through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is
connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.
* Nobody's Perfect: Registration at Family Place 250-537-9176.

*

FDr expert atJviDe, ersst ••rvle;• &

prloss you oan llvs with
call CONNIE at

- - -250-538-0111- -..

lt'elcome U'czgon
A. C<IMdi<in l"Y<1ditiDn
SittrJ"lfl30

Don't miss your
opportunity for a
great welcome visit.
Call Lily today for
your greetingJ gifts
&useful info.

250-537-4053

~~;'·

If you drink, don't drive.

Don't even putt.
Q{ing I

~S
'tr

4.-

.l;Z,>i~

V)

-DEAN MARTIN

s~
-::>
0..

250-537-2121

/lav-e, a ~
!Ia;;, 1/ot;JCJ.f

Me& Ron's
TOWING
Bring em back alive
Don't c;lrink and drive

250-537-9383

250.537-2023

TIM DUKE
PLDIBI:\G & HEAIT\G I.TD.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

.........

Phone:

250·537·8887

Merry Christmas from Moby's
Management and Staff.
PLEASE DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE

Don't Drink and Drive
this
Holiday Season

Enjoy the Holiday Season!
Drive safely and

SALT SPRING ~
AUTO PARTS U.D

HARBOURS END
MARINE & EQUIPMENT

250•537•5507

( taproom&lounge

GET HOME
SAFELY!

122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

250-537-4202

GROUP

Stay out ofthe headlines!

~~~
.

DON'T DRINK & DRIVE

§Jt;,~.fli.~;f
Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm I Sat.9- 3 pm

250-537-5527 I 1-888-537-5527

DON'T DRINK
AND DRIVE

·D ri
YOUR

oucFISLANosoo~d

COMMUNITY

NEWSPAPER

SINCE

lli60
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Look for Sales
Throughout the Store!
Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 2 50-537-2812

ISLANDERS' STORIES

~~~ls~o~~~~xffi~~me for the holida s
. ,

She had to be rescued
three different times when
she was stuck in trees. The
Pu~Veyor of
third time she remained for
three nights. She was once
Fine Teddies
BY WENDY JUDml CUTLER gone for three days and
Glace Point Square
SPECIAl TO THE DRIFTWOOD
then sudd~nly reappeared
#2203-115~~
It's December and there's· on Christmas Day. And she
about a foot of snow on the would often disappear on
250-538-0964
ground. We last saw her in our regular walks in the
Hours: Wed.-Sal
July.
woods with our dog and
10am-4pm
Iris, also known as Pip- our other kitty, Simon (also
www.1heupstai!sbear
squeak, and also Isis, named known as Osiris, the brothafter the Egyptian goddess, er/partner of Isis). only to
had a bit of the wanderlust reappear that day or later
we're online at
in her during her short two at night.
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
When she disappeared
this July, we were heartbroken and vigilant in our
attempts to find her. We
posted signs with her picture on mailboxes on our
road and the roads nearby. We put an ad in the Driftwood: "Small, striped tabby
cat, sweet, female. TatCoach • Bruce Grey, u ....... ' " - " - too. Roland Road and Isabella Point Road area. Missing
"For those that want to complete or compete in a shart course Triathwn or Duathwn »
since July 19." We received
no
responses.
Starts January 5, $125.00, Includes: Admission to Masters
I was certain she had been
Swim, Discounts at Sports Traders and Fort St. Cycle
eaten, probably by one of
the rotund raccoons we've
Call The Rainbow Road Pool250-537-1402
seen trudging through the
forest, or by an owl, mostly because she was always
quite small and somewhat
skittish. It was hard for us to
imagine her moving in with
someone else, since she was
shy with strangers. After a
while, we grew accepting
of her absence, though we
missed her so.
Since we had brought her
and Simon home from the
local SPCA in September
of 2006, a series of events
TO START
occurred with our animal
family. In November 2007,

to hear from Ins
possible friends

Rona Robbins

Triathlon/
Duathlon Club

v;Vle. ou+

SALT SPRING

tomato gin soup

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Iris, who had been missing for more than five months, relaxes
at the Driftwood after getting an A-1 check-up report from
the vet.

Fanny, our 15 1/2-year-old
Australian shepherd -cockerlab, went outside to pee and
never returned. We searched
for days but never found her
-not even her collar.
Then in May we returned
home from Oregon with
Rosey, a gentle and exuberant border collie-blue heeler
puppy.
Two months after that, Iris
disappeared.
In November, one year after
Fanny disappeared, Simon,
who had seemed sturdy and
strong, a playmate with Rosey
who playfully nibbled on his
ears, became quite ill and,
after lots of medical treatments and deliberation, we
helped him die and buried
him on our land, behind the
fairie circle.
Only Rosey remained.
This winter's solstice,
marking the return of the
light, coincided with our

~1499
•

with creme fraiche
or

· naked prawns
chilled with cocktail sauce

celebration of Chanukah,
also known as the Festival of
Lights. The miracle was that
the oil to light the menorah,
which was only supposed to
last for one day, burned for
eight days. We light candles
for eight nights to honor
the resilience of our Jewish
ancestors.
Our Chanukah miracle
occurred on the third day of
Chanukah. Returning from
a morning walk with Rosey,
one month after burying
Simon, my partner Corrie
heard a familiar-sounding, soft meow, followed
by another one. Under the
porch, she saw to her amazement Iris walking towards
her, five and a half months
after her disappearance. She
picked her up and brought
her inside.
"You'll never believe who's
here!" she said and handed

MIRACLE continued on 21

Quality
Doesn't Cost..•
It Pays!

3 course

ENTREE

dinner

prawn curry
indian yellow curry with rice
or

spaghetti bolognaise
fresh tomato and Italian meat sauce
or

sweet chilli chicken

FINE COOKWARE & ACC ESSORIES

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5882

$19.99 menu also offered
with crab bisque, cedar salmon
grilled sirloin steak and more.. .

thai crispy chicken with rice &bok choy

~~
#1101 Grace Pelllf Stl•an
IS0-13,-1818

...............,

DES SERT

........

•CIIfdl• adiOIIIIJ

panna cotta
Italian vanilla brulee with raspberry sauce

.....g~ .......

oYstercqtcher
FISH • GRILL • VIEW

250.537.5041

Reservations Recommended
---

...............

.........."

Happy New Year
To our friends
on Salt Spring!
"Thanks f or stopping by."
-~

~·"'''"'"''""""''"'

Pullout
and save!
STATION CBC-CBUT SRC-CBUFT Knowledge
Shaw
4
2
3
ExpressVu
257
120
268
Starchoice
702
354
308

TSN
5
400
400

CH Victoria OMNI BC
7
6
255
358

Global BC
8
251
336

CTVBC
9
250
321

Channel M
10
254

A
12
256
389

Citytv
13
253
359

This desirable space now available!
Call Rick, Kim, Karen or Tracy
at 250-537-9933 for more information.

CW-KSTW FOX-KCPQ ABC-KOMO NBC-KING PBS-KCTS NewsWorld CBS-KIRO
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
290
288
287
291
502
289
382
380
379
383
390
381

YTV
22
552
543

Sportsnet
23
407
419
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Owners 'just grateful' for eat's presence
MIRACLE
continued from 18
her to me, asking "Is this really
Iris?"
·
At first I wasn't sure, but soon her
purring, kneading, pressing her nose
against my face, as well as her classic tabby features of elegant stripes,
bracelets, necklaces and the distinct
"M" on her forehead convinced me
that it was indeed her. Naturally
she can't tell us where she's been whether she was living in a home

or was off by herself in the wild, or
some combination of the two.
She was ravenous, but other than
that she looks about the same.
Corrie thinks she looked a bit thinner, but I can't tell much difference,
except that she's even more affectionate and calm, and she and Rasey
are getting along better than ever.
we:ve been keeping her inside for
the past days. When we let her go
outside, we have no idea whether
she'll stay or go on another walkabout, or try to return to her other

VESUVIUS
VILLAS

home, if she has,one. Clearly this is
another lesson in non-attachment
and surrendering to the mysteries of
this life. We're just so grateful to have
her presence in our lives, if only in
this moment.

Wendy Judith Cutler and Corrie
Hope Furst live in the serene south
end with their animal family. They
would love to hear from anyone who
knows where Iris has been during
these past months - but no custody
battles, please!

Deluxe Vacation Suites
Fully self-contained
Oceanview balconies and patios

25% of! Winter Rates
www.vesuviusvillas.com • 250 537 9768

In th~ H~alth fi~ld?
meetyou·r
west coast health
providers

Adv~rtis~ h~r~!
---·---··-

Call Tracy at The Driftwood
250-537-9933
tstibbards@gulfislands. net

·---------------------------·------------· ~
/t!!l:;;\:1,
Rainbow Road Indoor Pool
~

XC EllEN C E
"

RECREATION~

/

"Serious about fun

262 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring, B.C. VBK 2M3
Jim Raddysh, General Manager • Pool (250) 537-1402 • Fax (250) 537-9227 • jraddysh@recreationexcellence.com

POOL HOURS ARE:

MORNING MOVES
7:15-8:00 am
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
Boost your day with this shallow water fitness
class. A qualified instructor will lead you through
a series of. moves to work all your muscles and
challenge your senses. You will leave the pool
feeling refreshed and ready for the day.
The rating for this class: 7- 10

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
7am- 1:30pm and 2:30-8 pm
Thursday and Saturday 11 :30am - 1:30pm
and 2:30- 6:30pm
Sunday 9am - 1:30pm and 2:30- 6:30pm
CLOSED TUESDAYS.
The pool is closed from
1:3D-2:30pm for maintenance.

--------------------·

I

ENEVIE FAWCETT
Private Fitness Trainer
Private Gym
One-on-one training in a
setting with a great view

"I will help you achieve your fitness goals"

• Full Bathroom
• Children welcome Playroom included

38-1771

email: genevief@telus.net

Start 2009 off with focus on your
health and wellness by adding
guided meditations into your life!
The NEW Creative Wellness
Guided Meditations CD
is designed to help you tap into the
powerful relationship between your
mind, body, heart and spirit,
bringing you greater clarity,
replenishment and calm.
To order your CD, visit creativewellnessworks.com
Define and reach your 2009 goals through life coaching.
Call Lynda Monk at 250-653-2085 for your free discovery session.

--"".....
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Dtpires Dec 24,2008

ENERGIZER
8:00- 9:00 am
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
This combination class offers both shallow and
deep water exercises. A qualified instructor will
guide you through a warm up, cadio, strength,
stretch and warm down. It's a perfect way to start
your day.
The rating for this class: 6- 8
AQUALITE
12:30-1:30 pm
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
Aqualite is a shallow water fitness class in which
you will be shown how to stretch and move
through the water with fitness in mind. It's a
perfect class for those folk that are looking to
increase their range of motion and flexiqility.
The rating for this class: 3- 6
DOWN AND DEEP
5:30 - 6:30 pm
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
This class is conducted in the deep end of the
pool so all participants must know how to swim.
A qualified instructor will lead you through all the
components of a high energy aerobic workout.
If you are looking for a great way to use the pool
with low impact on your joints then this is the
class for you.
The rating for this class: 8- 10
RATING SYSTEM
1 -4 Focuses on stretching and flexibility
4-8 Focuses on stretching, flexibility and moderate aerobic work
9- 10 Focuses on stretching, flexibility and high
aerobic work
Cost: $7.00/drop in or $65.00/month

More info online:
www.recreationexcellence.com

·-------------------·

(Jfe ~;;~:;ear$/

20~o OFF!

Gel Nails Extensions and Eyelash Extensions.

a~ H_~ Bodj;work

Suppo~ women & tlieirjaiiU/ieJ on tlieir wei!Jzess)oU111ff1
Specialising in prenatal, pregnancy & postnatal'
massage, birthing rituals & labour support, and
infant massage.
Offering a unique balance of Massage, CranioSacral,
Reiki & Therapeutic Touch all steeped in Ayurvedic
knowledge and Body Wisdom for health and healing.
Benefits of Pregnancy Massage:
1:7 Supportive healing environment
1:7 Increased relaxation (helps with sleeping issues)
1:7 Helps to decrease back and neck pain
1:7 Increased circulation (helps with leg cramps)
1:7 Safely integrating the whole body, mother & baby
Warmly receiving
new clients.
Gift certificates
now available.

_Jeannie Vasi!akos,B.Eti.R.MT.(oN)_
11years P.rperiuu:e 'V limu6u~wrlj;wori.wm 'V

250·537·3663
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Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Sat.
December31
January1
January4
JanuaryS
January6
January2
January3
UVE ENTERTAINMENT

ACTIVITIES

Swing Shift.
Big Band plays at Falconshead Grill for
New Years Eve.
Auntie Kate &the Undes of Funk.
New Years Eve at Moby's Pub.
Around Midnight
Pop, country-rock band at the legion
for New Years Eve.
Workshop.
R&B band at the Fulford Inn for New
Years Eve.

ACTIVITIES

Fulford Polar Bear Swim.
Whiteshell (aka Secret) Beach, just
past salmon ladders on Morningside
Drive.12 noon sharp (!)for the dip.
Hot Yoga.
Special New Years Day event at
North End Fitness.11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Reserve spot info@debfitcom,
or 25Q-537-7696.

ACTIVITIES

NO ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES

Rollerblading.
At Fulford Hall. Fridays, 7:3Q-9 p.m.

Christmas Tree Chipping.
Food bank fund raiser at Country
Grocer parking lot (Min. $4 donation)

ACTIVITIES

Triathlon/Duathlon Club.
With Bruce Grey. Starts today. Info:
Rainbow Road Pool. 25Q-5371402.

Bach's Christmas Oratorio.

Chamber orchestra and soloists,
directed by Jim Stubbs for Bach on
the Rock at ArtSpring. 7p.m.

Wed.
January7
NO ACTIVITIES

~4te of- 4-r'q-~

fi-ee ~· 04,-er ~
~to/~ ~

MOBY'S IS PARTYING WITH AUNTIE KATE AND THE UNCLES OF FUNK. $10
MOBY'S SPECIALS
Monday is Pizza Night, $6.50 for an 8" choice of 3.
Tuesday is Peel and Eat Prawns, 25 cents ea.
Tuesday is also Texas Hold' em. Everyone welcome.
Wednesday is wing night. 35 cents each.
Wednesday is also 9-ball. 1st 16 players.
Thursday is music alternating with Dave Roland Blues and Da Fuega.
On the weekends we rock with varying musical guests and Karaoke.
Check out our website at mobyspub.net
1/IYl'r/

in ()(' Tt*e OtAf.

250-537-5559

Christmas Oratorio

TUt

J.S. Bach's masterwork

ARBOUR cy.1£~?
OUSI;'--').~t(~~r
~<)tnj

presented by

Bach on the Rock
Tues., Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.
ArtSpring

<f.___

THRIFTY FOODS'

You Don't have to be a Diva

smiles every day·
Ganges, Mouat's Centre • 7:30am to Spm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

(or vegetarian) to love our

Dw~ Solotll

CABLE TV

Adelicious salad featuring fres~~ ns
with tomatoes, fruit, cranberrr1es anaieta
cheese. Served with C¥B~<CUJtt;'"
multi-grain

only $ll
Top with Grilled Wild Sahnon,
or Grilled Soya Nova Tofu for

$6

EXHIBITIONS

• Filippa Wolf is the December artist at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe in
Ganges.
·Three Artists-Three Mediums at Cafe Talia. Lisa Lipsett, paintings;
Nathalie Carles, jewellery; Ulrieke Benner, Art You Wear through
January.
•Sherren Ami Macleod shows watercolours of local places at Island Savings
until March.
·Photography by Megan Manning is on display at Salt Spring Books.
• Shari Macdonald shows new photos at Jana's Bake Shop.
·Salt Spring Fine Art Tour. Pick up aself-guided tour map at galleries and
other outlets and see the island's finest art.

SWtOISit MATTIIfSS & PlUOWS

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com
Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada.

A better night's sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT'S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan

1·800·593·5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

CRij
~
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Gulf Islands Living - a fine read.

Published by The Driftwood

GULF ISLANDS

LIVING

Aqua it distributed throughout the Gulf Islands,
Victoria, the Cowichan Valley and select locations on Vancouver Island.
-~·-~---

AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE INCLUDING:
• Patterson Market • Vesuvius Store • Raven Street Market • Salt Spring Natureworks • Driftwood

YEAR IN REVIEW

.:

YEAR-END FEATURE

Some of the news highlights for Salt Spring and beyond
in 2008 included: (above) aerators awaiting installation via
helicopter in St. Mary Lake to improve the lake's water quality.
Below, a worldwide financial crisis; and (at right) the opening
of the Rainbow Road indoor pool facility.
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Looking back at the news highlights of2008
January
• Property values on Salt Spring continued to climb, although the rate of
growth had slowed for the second consecutive year. Value of a "typical" nonwaterfront house on Salt Spring rose by
8.2 per cent to $449,600. The jump was
6.9 per cent the year before, compared
to 18.7 per cent between 2004 and 2005,
and 24.7 the year prior to that.
• The Salt Spring Fire Protection District adopted a revised 10-year plan
focussing on "urgent and immediate
challenges of preserving its volunteer
base, replacing the Ganges fire hall and
improving training facilities."
• Portlock Park and the surrounding
areas were swarmed by trained searchers as Salt Spring Search and Rescue
(SAR) members and others looked for a
54-year-old island male reported missing to local RCMP. The search involved
22 local SAR members plus about 40
searchers from six different Vancouver
Island communities. As it turned out,
the man was safe, warm and dry, and
not missing.

February
• Seven-year-old Jasmin Wilson was
met at the Long Harbour ferry terminal by a huge welcoming crowd as
she returned from a long stay at B.C.
Children's Hospital in Vancouver. Diagnosed with Compartment Syndrome,

Jasmin and her family were the focus of
fundraising efforts on the island.
• The Save Salt Spring rainforest campaign -aiming to raise money for the
purchase of land on Creekside Drive
- got a boost from a surprising place.
Children in a grades 4-5 class in Vancouver raised $250 for the cause, as the
initial Feb. 29 deadline approached.
• Hobby farmer Elizabeth Cooper
was calling it quits on Salt Spring after a
provincial judge ordered her to remove
her prize-winning flock of bantam
roosters from her Garner Road property. Cooper said the cost of fighting
the noise bylaw forcing removal of the
roosters was not worth the expense.
• Fire department trustees voted unanimously in favour of a conditional agreement to purchase land at the corner of
Long Harbour and Upper Ganges roads
for anew fire hall. A referendum would be
required to complete the purchase.
• PARC approved a motion seeking
more input into the construction of a
$275,000 single-court tennis bubble.
Under the proposal, the bulk of the
funding - $175,000 - would come
from the Salt Spring Tennis Association, and PARC would advance up to
an additional $100,000.

house arrest and two years of curfews. In addition, he was given 50
hours of community service, ordered
to pay restitution, undergo counselling and write a letter of apology. In
Oct., 2006, the man held up Island
Savings Credit Union armed with a
machete and garden implement and
made off with $20,000. He was later
caught trying to pay fQr a video game
with a marked bill.
• Island trustees voted in favour of
a monumental agreement that would
preserve 25 hectares (63 acres) of Fulford Valley farmland. Victoria-based
Three Point Properties would donate
the land in exchange for one additional
density at 203 Musgrave Road as part
of an amenity zoning proposal.
• Five cases of pertussis (whooping cough) had been reported on Salt
Spring and the Vancouver Island Health
Authority (VIHA) expected the number
would increase due to the high number of children not immunized on Salt
Spring.
• At $1.37 a litre, the price of gas on
Salt Spring was believed to be the highest in Canada.

March

• A campaign to raise over $1 million in pledges towards the purchase
of 19.5 acres of Creekside rainforest on

• Twenty-year-old Koby Trociuk,
also known as the "machete bandit,"
was sentenced to several months of

April

LOOKING BACK continued on 24

MILESTONES
• Salt Spring's transit system got rolUng onJan. 7
with the launch of two buses for the island.
• A collaboration between J. Mitchell Gallery and
the owners of Grace Point Square resulted in the
installation of three large bronze sealptures by
Lynn Demers into the square.
• Salt Spring's Rainbow Road Indoor pool fadl~
~ lty finally opened May 17 with 250 people attending a
free swim and pool-side celebration.
• The Islands Trust voted unanimously to adopt a
soU and rock removal bylaw, bringing an end to
nearly four years of extensive debate and negotiation.
• An off-road trail was opened along Lower Ganges Road between Blain Road and Wildwood Crescent.
The $100,000 project was spearheaded by the nonprofit Partners Creating Pathways group.
• Two 14,000-pound aerators were dropped into
" St. Mary Lake via a Boeing 234 Chinook, the largest
Canadi~registered helicopter in Canada.
• The first tenants moved into Murakami Gardens,
a new affordable housing complex on Rainbow Road.
• The streets of Ganges were draped in colour and
celebration as hundreds of people marched in Salt
Spring's first gay pride parade.
.
• Salt Spring Middle School was awarded $5.5
., million in seismic upgrade work, which began in
September and was expected to run for a year.
• The Immigration Refugee Board of Canada dis·
mlssed accusadons of war erlmes against island
resident Josip Budimcic, allowing hlm to remain in
Canada.

New Year's Eve OPEN 8 am - 6 pm
New Year's Day CLOSED

1
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IN THE NEWS

HEROS OF 2008
• DebAbrweller and Rob Coulter, on their boat
, GulfTide, were hailed as heros after waking at 4 a.m.
to the sounds of a man struggling to get out of the
water. The couple managed to lift the man, a visitor
to Salt Spring, out of the water by his belt buckle, an
effort that took about half an hour.
• The Lifesaving Society of B.C. was set to honour
three islanders for their part in a heroic rescue of a
father and son from the Strait of Georgia. Pilot St.
Clair MeCoU and passengers Mary Paul and Jonathan Yardley would be honoured for their part in the
rescue that took place a year earlier.
• Salt Spring soccer star Clare Rustad played every
minute of every Team Canada game, even assisting in
a goal, in the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing. Also
in Beijing, triatltlete Simon WbJtfleld, who now calls
Salt Spring home, thrilled all of Canada with a comefrom-behind silver medal finish.
• Salt Spring's Maureen Moore was honoured
with an Islands Trust Stewardship Award for her part
in organizing the campaign to save the Creekside
rainforest.
• GISS grad NatalyaAionso was named one of
Canada's Top 20 Under 20 youth by the non-profit
Youth in Motion group.

Briony Penn

Salt Spring soccer player Clare Rustad thrilled islanders with her soccer prowess as she played
for Team Canada in the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing.

Ferries, Lady Minto, Islands Trust in the news
location to install a tennis bubble.

LOOKING BACK
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Torgrimson

Bob Akerman
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June

Salt Spring was successful, with pledges continuing to roll in after the March 31 deadline.
• The Islands Trust announced it was ready
to re-open dialogue on the legalization of seasonal cottages and secondary suites in hopes
of resolving the island's shortage of affordable
housing.
• B.C. Ferries employees based on Salt Spring
were concerned over a possible plan that could
see the Vesuvius ferry home port changed to
Crofton due to a critical staff shortage.
• Fire district trustees, staff and volunteer firefighters expressed disappointment upon hearing
the results of a referendum that turned down a
proposal to purchase land for a new fire hall at
300 Upper Ganges Road. The referendum failed
789 to 551.
• Local RCMP, working in conjunction with
a Vancouver Island-based underwater recovery team, retrieved two sticks of dynamite from
the waters beneath the government wharf in
Vesuvius. Police believe the dynamite was disposed of in a careless manner.
• A five-month investigation into the deaths of
Nancy and David Denovan concluded the cause
was murder suicide, with David killing his wife,
and not a suicide pact as previously speculated.

• Pertussis or whooping cough continued to be
a problem on Salt Spring. Of the 55 cases reported
in the Capital Regional District, 25 were on Salt
Spring. Health authorities urged parents to have
their children immunized against the disease.
• A coalition of Gulf Islanders based on Hornby
Island called for a coast-wide day of action to protest the rising costs of B.C. Ferries travel.
• Tupperware bins of snakes were removed
from shelves in a Rainbow Road area home, making national news after the BCSPCA made the
case public. The 41 snakes, ranging from 25 centimetres to nearly 1.5 metres in size, were found
crammed into plastic containers. Charges were
pending under the Cruelty to Animals Act.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTOS

Above, Lady Minto Hospital made the news as
its operating room was closed. Below, artist Lynn
Demers is seen with one of her bronze sculptures
installed in Grace Point Square.

July
• Due to a staff shortage, Lady Minto Hospital was operating without a surgeon or on-call
anaesthetic services until further notice.
• A damning report compiled by 12 coastal ferry
advisory committee chairs pointed to a looming
crisis for B.C. Ferries and ferry dependent communities like Salt Spring.
• Islanders learned that beginning Aug. 1, ferry
riders would face a 10 to 17.6 per cent fuel surcharge on all ferry routes. For those not using the
Experience Card discount, the cost of the Fulford
to Swartz Bay route would jump from $37.70 for a
round trip to $42.45.

May
• Islanders for Self-Government was looking
ahead to the local elections in the fall, announcing it was seeking three candidates to run on proincorporation study platforms. At the same time,
Garth Hendren announced he would throw his
hat into the CRD ring with a pro-incorporation
position.
• Salt Spring's Dustin Little, 24, was working
with children in China when a devastating earthquake in the Sichuan province occurred. The
island man was safe and able to help by carrying
children from the orphanage.
• A labour shortage on Salt Spring was causing
some employers to look at bringing in Mexican
workers.
• Community Services Minister Ida Chong rec-

Garth Hendren
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August

ommended the Islands Trust hold a referendum
to determine public support for increasing the
number of elected Salt Spring Trust officials from
two to four.
• The Salt Spring Tennis Association announced
to PARC that in light of further delays in the process, the association intended to seek another

•

• By a margin of 13-12, Trust Council trustees voted to refuse Bylaws 199 and 200, ending
the hope for a conclusion to the long dispute
over residential use of Galiano's forest land lots.
Although Hornby Island trustee Ron Emerson
supported the proposed bylaws, he had to catch
a ferry home and was unable to participate in the
vote.
• PARC announced a willingness to re-open a
discussion that could see new life blown into an
indoor tennis facility on Salt Spring.
• A Canada-wide outbreak of listeria-relatLOOKING BACK continued on 25
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Smile Card Fundraising Program
It's easy to help support
Salt Spring's Community Groups!
See Mike or Brenda
instore for details

1
Group applies
for Smile Card
Fund raising
Program

Get your
Smile Card from
the group(s)
you want to
support

Load your Smile
Card and use it to
pay for your
purchases

Group
receives 5% of
accumulated funds
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IN THE NEWS

IN THE LIMELIGHT
• MaryTand took third place in a prestigious knitting competition by the Cherry Thee
Hill Yam company.
• Nine-year-old Gabe Gold's puck-throwing skills landed him an overnight trip to Vancouver and Canucks tickets after he beat out
300 contestants at a Salmon Kings match in
Victoria. The youngster's puck landed closest
to the event-winning blue dot in the middle of
the face-off circle.
• Salt Spring singer/songwriter Eric Prof·

Josip Budimcic

flU was invited to open the United Nations

Global Initiative to Fight Human Thafficking
Conference with his music.
• The GISS Improv team, consisting of Lulu

Fulford, Halley Fulford, Alex Corley, Steve
Dawson, ChakEstable and Prairie Moat,
qualified to attend a national competition for
the second consecutive year.
• Salt Spring Toastmasters Andrew I..ewis
and Rowan Metealfe each won their divisions
at a district speech contest in Campbell River,

springboarding them to the provincial event.
• Salt Spring Rotarians honoured Malcolm
Legg for 35 years of service in the soccer community.
• GISS varsity football coach and former
football player Doug Mitchell was inducted
into the Windsor-Essex County Sports Hall of
Fame.
• Former SIMS principal Kevin Vine
received a B.C. Coalition for Music Education's 2008 Principals of Music Award.

Bear attack and politics steal the headlines
LOOKING BACK
continued from 24
ed illness resulted in the pulling of
numerous packaged meat items
from grocery shelves.

September

Blain Pharis

Diana O'Brien

• A man from Sidney was airlifted
from Salt Spring to the Royal Jubilee
Hospital in Victoria after an explosion aboard his sailboat at Fulford
Marina left him with severe burns.
The helicopter arrived on scene and
landed at Fulford Elementary School
within 12 minutes of the 911 call.
• A report from the province's Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor
General showed that the crime rate
on Salt Spring was down, in keeping
with the rest of the province.
• Three males narrowly escaped
from their crashed SUV before it
burst into flames on North End
Road. The men, who were on Salt
Spring for a wedding, veered off the
road and crashed into a tree. Eyewitnesses left their cars to assist the
men and help them escape from the
vehicle.
• Salt Spring's Blain Pharis was
recovering from injuries sustained
when he was mauled by a black bear
in Port Renfrew. The bear swam
from a dock and boarded the boat
Pharis was on before attacking him.
A group of bystanders attacked the
bear with a fishing gaff, hammer
and pocket knife before it finally
died.
• A nudity scandal arising from a
1996 incident prompted SaanichGulf Islands NDP candidate Julian
West to pull out of the federal electionrace.
• A spree of vandalism targeted
elections signs on Salt Spring, especially Liberal party signs featuring
candidate Briony Penn.

October

George Ehring

• Saanich-Gulflslands MP Gary
Lunn held onto his seat in the federal election, receiving 43.43 per cent
of the vote to win the riding for the
fifth consecutive time. Salt Spring's
Briony Penn, of the Liberal party,
came second, grabbing 39.36 per
cent of the vote.
• Lady Minto Hospital's $3-million, state-of-the-art operating
room remained closed as VIHA had

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Affordable housing complex Murakami Gardens opened its doors to its first tenants in 2008.

not yet named a new surgeon.
• Salt Spring SAR volunteers found
a hiker lost on Mount Maxwell. He
was discovered on a steep slope on
the mountain thanks in part to the
fact he was carrying a cell phone
and whistle.
• The Islands Trust launched legal
action against John Quesnel's Rainbow Road scrap metal recycling
business, saying it violated a land
use bylaw by using a split-zoned
rural and agricultural property.

November
• Governance was the issue of the
day as local election candidates battied it out for CRD and Trust positions. At the same time, only a few
people turned out to hear about
pending referendum issues, which
asked questions on increasing the
number of Salt Spring trust repre-

sentatives and upgrades to the Burgoyne Bay liquid waste management facility.
• Local elections returned George
Ehring to the Islands Trust along
with newcomer Christine Torgrimson, while Garth Hendren beat out
incumbent Gary Holman as the
island's director to the CRD. The
Islands Trust referendum failed,
while the liquid waste referendum
passed.
• The Gulf Islands reacted quickly
with e-mail chains and letters to
politicians when auditors recommended the B.C. government discontinue its ferry fare subsidy to
students. The government said the
subsidies would stay.

December
• Seniors, medical professionals and concerned citizens packed

Central Hall for a public meeting
to discuss concerns over the future
of Lady Minto Hospital. Concerns
stemming from an e-mail that circulated the island suggesting the
hospital would close were quickly
put to rest.
• Heaps of snow landed on Salt
Spring, sending vehicles into ditches, forcing cancellation of numerous Christmas events and festivities,
and causing many to make alternate
holiday plans.
• Fire broke out in a small utility bunker housing an electrical
transformer at Grace Point Square
just two days before Christmas.
Firefighters doused the flames, but
power remained out for businesses
in the square for the next few days.
Some were able to keep their doors
open despite the lack of electricity.

MouAT's TRADING Co.
Thank you for shopping locally.
We look forward to continuing to provide goods &
services to you in the upcoming year.

All the best for 2009!
• Mouat's Home Hardware • Mouat's Clothing Co.
• The Housewares Store • Bed Bath & Homeware
• Mouat's Old Salty

~

26

I WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31,2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

YEAR IN REVIEW

THE LAST WORD ON OPINION
The Driftwood published 542letters in 2008. An
additionall32 pieces of opinion were published
under the names of"in response," "in-depth," "guest
column" and "viewpoint."
Letter-writers were most voracious in the pre-local
election weeks in early November. Some 40 letters were
printed in the first two weeks of that month. In com-

parison, only 29 letters were published in all of August
-the lowest letter-writing month of the year.
In the Rants and Roses section, islanders were compelled to write a total of 486 roses in 2008. Graciousness to others peaked in November, when the Driftwood
received 58 roses, and April, when people sent in 50
roses. Islanders were crankiest in October and Novem-

her when they sent out 17 of the year's 56 rants. They
were most peaceful in August, when the Driftwood
received only three during the entire month.
Biggest angsts among rant-senders were fellow drivers, theft, vandalism and garbage, while other issues,
such as Murphy's Law and Christmas, received singular
blasts.

ORIF1WOOO FILE PHOTOS

At left, the undefeated GISS senior boys volleyball team takes first place in the Vancouver
Island Championships, while, above, GISS basketball star Kayla Gramme shows her stuff.

Island athletes out on top in 2008

PASSAGES
• PARC operations and project manager Dave
Gibbon called it quits and announced in January
that he would leave PARC when his contract ended
in June.
• The long-time standard method of pumping and then paying at the gas station passed
into oblivion as a new method was introduced in
February. Called "Grant's Law," the new method
of pay-before-you-pump was introduced to stop
"gassing and dashing" and endangering station/
store employees.
• PARC commissioners carol Dodd, Bob
Brewer and Fraser Hope resigned from the commission runid a power struggle with CRD director
Gary Holman, relating to how the PARC manager
position would be filled once Dave Gibbon left in
Jwie. Ultimately, the PARC position was taken over
by ICees Ruurs, hired as a CRD employee, as Holman wished, and not a contractor.
• Diana O'Brien, a model from Salt Spring, was
murdered in Shanghai, drawing a host of grieving
friends and family as well as national attention.
• GangesVIUage Market's store name was
changed to Country Grocer, although the ownership remained the same.
• Island pioneer Bob Akerman died at age 96.
• The days of walking dogs through all areas of
Ruckle Park were past, as B.C. Parks made some
areas off limits due to ongoing issues with area
livestock.

• GISS senior basketball teams took
first (girls) and second (boys) spots in
the third annual Nairn Howe memorial tournament as 12 teams vied for
top positions in the round-robin event
played before hundreds of cheering
islanders. Bobby Byron and Kristi Lee
were awarded the Nairn Howe Outstanding Player awards.
• Grade 11 student Olivia Morgan
was named as assistant coach to Sue
Spencer, head coach of a Ul2 girls soccer team competing in the B.C. Summer Games.
• Led by tournament MVP Kayla
Gromme, the GISS senior girls basketball team stormed the Vancouver
Island AA championships to secure
a berth in the provincial championships in Kamloops. The team eventually took 12th spot at the B.C. event
and was named the most sportsmanlike team.
• Karate student Tara Brown won the
grand champion trophy at a Vancouver
Island karate tournament.
• Grade 11 student Katrina Villadsen
was the lone gymnast from Salt Spring
to advance to the provincial championships where she placed seventh and
eighth in her events.
·
• Fourteen-year-old Sierra Lundy
was named to the B.C. Ul5 girls pro-

Aew Year•, Week CleatGnce

We'll pretend it's Mexico ••• let's negotiate!

vincial soccer team.
• Salt Spring's U18 boys team defeated Bays United in a come-from-behind
4-3 victory to take the silver league district cup. Star of the game and much of
the season was German international
student Ricky Goller, who scored three
of the four goals.
• Some 700 players and 48 teams
competed in the fourth annual Salt
Spring Youth Challenge Cup soccer
tournament.
• Mel Sumner, 87, was honoured
with the Canadian Association for Disabled Skiers' first ever Skier of the Year
award.
• Island track athletes Kevan Brown
and Grace Morgan qualified to compete in the provincial high school track
championships and later the B.C. SummerGames.
• Motocross racers Harrison Bradley, Austin Archer, Wyatt Scheres and
Brandon Johnson qualified for the
provincial championships.
• Island rider Marina Holding and
her horse Reilly qualified to compete at
the B.C. Summer Games. Other qualifiers included basketball player Adrian Alonso and soccer player Lukas
Wenzel. Jim Proctor also attended the
games as part of the staff.
• Several Salt Spring Stingrays swim-

mers qualified for provincials in Trail
after placing in the top three at the
regional championship. (However,
some decided not to attend the provincial event.) Those who qualified
in individual events included: Arina
Fraser, Jordan Kitchen, Liam Sinclair,
Luke Hylands, Becki Steel, Cassidy
Fraser, Arlo Bryn-Thorn, Olivia Budd,
Brendan Nickerson,
• Salt Spring's Judith Beaglehole
nailed the top spot in her division
(women, aged 65-69) in the Royal Victoria Marathon, completing the halfmarathon course in 1:57:04. Fastest
islander in the full marathon was Richard Hayden with a time of 3:04.
• Several GISS swimmers qualified
for the B.C. provincial ·c hampionships
at the regional event, and others were
springboarded into the competition
as ~ternates. Qualifying in individual
events were: Danica Lundy, Christine
Villadsen and Jeremy Marchi. One
relay team - Lundy, Villadsen, Stefanie Kos and Emily Rothwell - also
qualified.
• GISS' senior boys volleyball team
stormed the competition to make GISS
history and take the Vancouver Island
AA title. The win volleyed them to a
provincial berth, where they eventually
took eighth spot overall.
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un1que des1gns • healthy • sustainable
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1-866-352-5503 • 250-352-5582
www. man d a Ia homes .com

Current Schedule
CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES
PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

FULFORD • SWARTZ BAY

ON THE

BALL: High

CURRENT SCHEDULE

school alumni
basketball player
Eland Bronstein,
right, holds
the ball away
from senior girls
coach Tony Mason, as boys and
girls basketball
players practise
throughout the
holidays in the
GISS gym.

September 28, 2008 - June 29, 2009

Patrick
CWiklinski

LET'S TALK SPORTS
looked very promising, but
fans and analysts both speculated about whether it was
the real deal or just plain
dumb luck. Soon all the
doubts would be addressed
as Miami came into the regular season poised, boasting sensational numbers on
both offence and defence,
and quickly making a name
for themselves.

Miami deserves full
credit for being able
to pull it off.
It all came down to the
final on Sunday and to Pennington and his career-high
season, and the Dolphins
against Favre and the Jets.
With the New England Patriots winning their game earlier that same day, it was a
must-win for Miami if they
wanted to take the AFC East

title and make the playoffs.
Just as advertised, the game
was very close with almost
no room for both teams to
breathe, but in the end it was
the Dolphins who came out
victorious, winning 24-17 as
Pennington trumped Favre
and showed up his former
team-mates, leading his
new team to the playoffs.
It doesn't matter if you're
a fan of the Dolphins or
even a fan of football for
that matter, this is a remarkable turnaround and Miami
deserves full credit for being
able to pull it off. A team
on the ropes, with only one
win in the previous season,
coming back to be crowned
division champions is
almost more inspiring than
watching Seabiscuit with
Tobey Maguire. And to be
frank, it doesn't really matter what the Dolphins do in
the playoffs now because
they're already going to be
remembered for this incredible season, but then again,
a Superbowl ring wouldn't
hurt either. Pennington has
also made a statement by
coming to a team that had
virtually no success last season, having a great year as
not only a player but also as
a leader, rallying his troops
and making it happen when
it really mattered.
Miami has a tough playoff
road coming up next week-

6:1) am a(~1~.11,lrtn. I

7:00am a(~~~~~~.i),~n.l

7:~0 am ~It~~~~

9:00am
11:00am

9:~0am

Dolphins turn it around big-time
A year ago, quarterback
Chad Pennington was a
starter for the New York Jets,
but after eight seasons with
the team and no real playoff success, the Jets decided
to let Pennington go and
acquire Brett Favre, one of
the greatest quarterbacks
ever to play in the National
Football League (NFL). But
little did Pennington know
that he would get the last
laugh against his old team as
he led the Miami Dolphins
back to the top, clinching the
AFC East title and thus completing the greatest one-year
turnaround in NFL history.
The long journey back to
glory for the Dolphins started in the 2008 off-season
after coming off the worst
year in franchise history, not
to mention one of the worst
in NFL history. Miami went
1-16 and quickly became
the laughing stock of the
league with a horrific record
to accompany their abysmal play. After letting head
coach Cam Cameron go
after just one season with
the team, he was replaced
by first-year NFL coach Tony
Sparano. But perhaps the
biggest off-season move was
signing the 32-year-old Pennington to a two-year deal
to try to put an end to their
lack of firepower in the QB
position.
The Dolphins' pre-season

lEAVE SWARTZ BAY

LEAVE FULFORD HARBOUR
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PATTERSON MARKET LTD.

end in the wild-card round
against a very difficult Baltimore Ravens team that beat
them earlier in the season
27-13. But with thte Dolphins'
fate lying squarely in their
own hands, they have to do
everything in their power to
make this memorable season
... well, even more memorable. And for this season's 0-16
Detroit Lions, take note and
keep your heads up because
you never know what next
season holds.

our family serving your family since 1915

"SHEEP" ISLAND FUEL
We're still the "sheepist!"
Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday & Sunday 9:30 am - 5 pm

KEN & TRACY BULCOCK
WINTER IS HERE!!! Give us a call for great service and competitive prices
on Heating Fuel. We also carry gasoline or diesel, lube oils, fuel tanks &
pumps.

BALLARD

I?.§TROLEU¥ 1·877·715·1019
,--------------------,
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SHONGOLOL~£aJ:i

~\ 8 Days from $1499'pp, ex Vancouver

ON SALE!

South Africa Train Adventure

17 Days s3997• PP
Journey from Johannesburg to Capetown via the Shongololo Good Hope
Train Adventure. Valid for 2009 departures in Ivory Class accommodation.

e:c::t!.

BALl BARGAIN
Roundtrip air with CX, accomm., daily
breakfast, transfers.
BONUS: Bottle of wine, 90 min
massage or a Balinese dinner festival.
Travel now- 30 Jun '09.

I

AUSSI~--~

NEW ZEALAND
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

AIRPASS~:

SAVE Up to $766 per couple

from

Book select New Zealand Tours &
receive 5% OFF.

lncl: 3 FREE flights in Australia. :
Qantas

I

$1199 ex Vancouver

Book by 15 Jan '09. Travel now- 31 Dec '09.

1 888 6801184.250 361 4887

Visit our $uper$pecial$ at www.pacesettertravel.com Ste.#350, 1070 Douglas St. Victoria, BC
'New bookings only. Selected departures and blackout dates apply. 'Land Only. Prices per person, double occupancy. Priced in Canadian dollaos. Taxes are addhional. CX= Cathay Pacific. 3205-6

:

CALL us for the
BEST fares on the Best
airlines worldwide.
Including around the
world fares!

JO'BURG trom s1435*
NAIROBI trom s1375*

I

'

PACESETTER

Specialists in &cotic &- Luxury Cxperiences frave/
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PLACE AN AD

d.

DEADLINES

WHAT IT COSTS

YOUR AD ON-LINE

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS
$12.95- additional lines 92¢ ea
All ads are posted to BCCiassified.com

All ads booked in the Driftwood
Classifieds appear on-line at
www.bcclassified.com

EMPLOYMENT ADS
3 line rate $14.96- additional

Employment ads also listed on line at
www.bcjobnetwork.com

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

lines 1.25¢ ea
All ads are posted to
BCJobNetwork.com and
BCCiassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at
www.bcautocentral.com

bcclassified.com

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933
. or fax 250-537-2613

Published WEDNESDAYS
Display deadline: Monday 4 pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

By email to classified@gulfislands.net
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
Payment
By cash, debit,
Mastercard or Visa.
Classifieds are prepaid
unless you have
an advertising

WEEKEND

BOOK YOUR AD
ON-LINE

Book your classifieds online
- open 24 hours a day
or

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

DISPLAY ADS

Published FRIDAYS

$10.92 per col. inch

Word ad deadline:
Wednesday
4pm
Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FUNERAL HOMES

CARDS OF THANKS
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FUNERAL SERVICE
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CUDMORE CONSTRUCTION would
like to take this opportunity to say
Thank You and to wish you all a
Happy Holiday and a H ea !thy,
Prosperous New Year! We look
forward to helping you with any of your
construction projects in 2009.
Season's Greetings from Cudmore
Construction.
cudmoreconstruction@ saltspring.com

PATRICK BEATTIE
Licensed Funeral Director
#22 Merchant Mews
Box 315, Ganges P.O.
SSI, V8K 2V9
Tel: (250) 537-1022
Fax: (250) 537-2012

DEATHS

GRUNDY, Lexi Jade, 16
of Bridgetown , formerly of
Salt Spring Island. Lexi
went to heaven December
24, 2008 from the QEII
Health Sciences Center,
Halifax. Our little angel
now has her wings.
Born in Rimby, Alberta,
she was the daughter of
Michael and Angela
(Brown) Grundy.
Lexi's sweet soul and kind
heart touched everybody
she knew very deeply.
She had a great love for
her sisters and her Mom
and Dad. Lexi recently
found another great love
and that was Andrew. Lexi
loved her kitty Endora and
would play for hours with
her. Lexi also had some
very close friends that will
deeply feel her absence,
as will her grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and
cousins. Lexi loved life
and everything about it.
Lexi is survived by her
pare.nts, her sisters,
Brittany of Salt Spring
Island, Chane! and
Mikhaela both at home,
paternal grandparents
Tom and Judy Grundy of
Salt Spring Island,
maternal grandmothers:
Eve Brown of Edmonton
and Bernice Brown of
Alberta.
Visitation and Funeral
services were held by the
Rev. Barry Aitken at the
Kaulbach Family Funeral
Home in Bridgetown .
Donations in Lexi ' s
memory may be sent to
the Neuro Surgery Unit at
the QEII Health Sciences
Center, Halifax. Email
condolences may be sent
to:
KAULBACHFH@ ns.aliantzinc.ca

"We will love you forever
and always.
You will always be with us:

SEEA PHOTO
YOU LIKE?
Call the Driftwood
250-537-9933

The volunteer members of the
Lady Minto Hospital
Auxiliary wish to thank all
Thrift Shop customers for their
donations, good wishes and
custom during this past year.
MAY YOU ALL ENJOY
A HAPPY AND FULFILLING
2009

COMING EVENTS
3 POTTERY WORKSHOPS for
women starting January 19. #1 10am12:30pm. #2, 5pm-7:30pm. & January
20 #3 1Oam-12:30pm. Once per week,
4 or 8 sessions. Two weekend classes
in Feb & March are still in planning
process. For more info. call Rita Alexandra's Studio- 250-537-8981 .
FOR A complete calendar of coming
events check the Driftwood Community Calendar, in our office in the
Upper Ganges Centre, 328 Lower
Ganges Road, or on our website at
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com. Use
the calendar for event planning and to
make sure your date doesn't conflict
with someone else's.
GANGSTER'S BALL: Sat . Dec.
20th. Costume and dance party at
Beaver Point Hall. Old-school
meets new-school, as local DJ's
mix up jazz, swing, breakbeat and
hiphop featuring live performances
including an appearance by the
legendary Cream Burlesque, plus
poker tables, cigarette girls, and
prizes for best dressed and sexiest
couple. Doors 9:30. Tickets $20 at
the door. Dress code: Gangsters,
floozies, fla ers and vinta e.
NEW YEAR!! NEW START!!
Time to gift yourself!! In 2009
enhance your relationships
with gentle and effective skills!
Join us for an experiential
weekend workshop to learn
the power of Loving

Presence & Mindfulness.
January 18 & 19 in Victoria
Cost: $250 +gst or Early Bird
$195 +gst (by Dec.15) Info &
Registration please call
250-478-2794 or email:
cherylet@telus.net or call
www.hakomi4 ou.com/trainin s

seven
stars

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

CELEBRATIONS

CELEBRATIONS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS
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DEATHS
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Passed away suddenly on December 18, 2008 in his horne in Cobble Hill. David was
born on July 28th, 1g36 in Victoria and was well known for his enthusiastic interest
in hot rods, and later in life, his love of sailing. He also loved music, especially Blue
Grass.

Dave married Donna Mouat, from Sattspring Island, in August of 1958, and they lived
in Victoria until 1962. At that time they moved to Sattspring, where Dave wot'ked at
Mouats Store. He and Donna raised two children on the island, Keith and Laura, and
in the summer of 1g16, moved back to Victoria. Over the last three decades Dave was
well known to a very large circle of car enthusiasts for his amazing ability to custom
paint any and all cars. Later branching out to trucks, fire engines, and other vehicles,
Dave could letter, stripe, scallop or flame anything that presented a challenge.
In 1g83 Dave and Donna purchased their first sail boat to cruise the coastal waters
of BC. In 1992 they sold their home and purchased a larger sail boat, on which they
lived aboard for 6 years to continue their tidal travels. In 1998 they purchased a home
in Cobble Hill, and during the last 10 years enjoyed summers aboard at Desolation
Sound, and beyond, making friends from all around the wor1d.
He will be sadly missed by all whose lives were touched by him. He leaves behind
his loving wife of 50 years, Donna, his son Keith (Laurie Nelson) and daughter Laura
(Eric Rowlett), and his granddaughter Nicole Winter. In lieu of flowers, donations may
ba made by contacting Betty Anne DeWittt at the Cowichan Valley Basket Society at
250-746-1566. A gathering to celebrate Dave's life will be held in the new year, with
the date to be announced sometime after Christmas.

Brian Lloyd Jewell
February 27, 1944 to
December 25,2008
Brian passed away quietly at home early
Christmas morning with his beloved
wife Michelle by his side following a
10 month battle with cancer. He will be
greatly missed by his sister Lauretta (Bob),
brother John (Val), niece Serena, nephew Andrew (Donna),
grand-nephew Dezmond, his Uncle Alan, Auntie Anita,
and Auntie Alice, and a multitude of friends.
A shy, quiet man with an enormous heart, Brian stood
tall above the crowd with his generosity and his empathy
for others, especially those whose road he perceived as
perhaps more difficult than his own. A dreamer, a thinker
and an inventor, Brian was at his happiest when he was
building something in his shop.
A celebration of his life was held Tuesday, Dec. 30th at
the United Church followed by a reception at the Harbour
House. Special thanks to Dr. Jan Malherbe, Bonnie, and Pat
for their kind attention and care, and to First Responders
Geoff and Mitchell and the paramedic ambulance team,
who did their very best to save him. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the local food bank.
CARDS OF THANKS

CARDS OF THANKS

New Year's Day Hot Yoga
Jan. 1, 11 am-12:30 pm- NE Fitness- $15 drop-in or
$4 + 1 punch on DEB FIT punchcard
Begin the New Year with purpose, inspiration and renewed
health! This will be a special extended class including more
postures, incredibly relaxing breathing exercise,
guided mediation + heavenly neck massage.

Call or email: debfit.com
info@debfit.com I 250-537-7696

. Vijnana Yoga
with Cathy Valentine
January 12 - April9, 2009

Weekly classes at The Gatehouse:
Mondays 5-6:30 pm Ievell
Thursdays 9-11 am level2

Workshops & Private sessions:
visit www.valentineyoga.ca
or phone Cathy at 250-537-1477

tai chi
club

CHRISTMAS TREE
CHIPPING

T ai Chi Chuan:

Country Grocer Parking Lot
Saturday, January 3

open house
Tuesday. J'anuary 6
6pmto8pm
Cedar Lane Studio
210 Cedar Lane
Phone Osman 537-566 -z

10 am- 3 pm

--·
/

$4 min. donation.

THE WALL is offering FREE
CLIMBING during the month of
January! Thursdays and Sundays
from 6:30 to 9:30, and Sundays from
3:00 to 5:30. Info: 250-537-8970 or
ahasenfratz@gmail.com. The Wall is
Closed from Dec. 22 to Jan 3.
Happy Holidays!

ALL PROCEEDS TO SSI FOOD BANK.

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP ,
Welcomin9 back Rev. Mac Elrod,
whose top1c deals with "The Public
Drug Policy and Unitarian Values".
Join us 11 a.m . at the SS Seniors
Society Jan. 4.

Mills Tree Service

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE

Come out and support your community.
Let's all go green this year!

• Chipping • Bucket Truck • Stump Grinding

Happy New Year!
m

®
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

INFORMATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COPYRIGHT
Copyright and/or properties subsist in
all advertisement and in all other rnaterial appearing in this edition of the
Gulf Islands Driftwood. Permission
to reproduce wholly or in part and in
any form whatsoever, particularly by
a photographic or offset process in a
publication must be obtained in writing
from the publisher. Any unauthorized
reproduction will be subject to
recourse in law.

MONEY MAKER - Local route, no
selling on your part. For more info call
1-866-821-2569.
--------.-----WORK AT Home Online - Start a real
home-based busmess. Work when
you want. Apply onlme and start today! www.wfhbc.com.

DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION
Advertisers are reminded that
Provincial legislation forbids the
publication of any advertisement
which discriminates against any
person because of race, religion, sex,
colour, nationality, ancestry or place of
origin, or age, unless the condition is
justified by a bona fide requirement for
the work involved.

For free individual tutoring
to improve your reading,
Writing, and basic math skills

IF YOUR Driftwood subscription label
has the date highlighted, now is the
time to renew!

~
ana
SALT SPRING LOCAL
- TRUST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF BUSINESS MEETING
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee will be meeting to
consider various matters of general
business, such as applications
received, bylaw reviews and
meeting notes.

DATE: January 8, 2009
TIME: 12:00 PM (note earlier time)
PLACE: ArtSpring
100 Jackson Avenue
Starting at 12:00 pm up to 45 minutes
will be available for the public to
discuss local land use matters with
the Local Trust committee. Those
who wish to present a more formal
petition, or make a delegation to
the Committee as an Agenda item,
must advise Islands Trust staff at
least one week in advance of the
meeting so that they can be added
to the beginning of the Agenda.
For information about the Agenda,
please call the Islands Trust at

#6-2353 Bevan Ave .• Sidney
250-655-3566

Call250-537-9717

ADO AND Save on home phone reconnection. Bad credit - no problem!
Up to $30. off for new customers, plus
lower monthly rates! Call Tembo 1877-266-6398 or sign up online
www.tembo.ca.

CLEAR WATERS Carol Evans print
for sale. #61/350. Beautifully framed
by Gl Picture Framing. Print measures
33.5" x 18.25". $650. Can e-mail
photo. Call 250-538-0052

Diploma Learn & Earn
at home. MTI Community

GULF
COAST
MATERIALS

College 310-2MTI or
www.mticc.com
TRAIN FOR A New Career in medical
transcription. Train from home! Work
from home! Contact CanScribe today
for a free information package. 1-800466-1535, www.canscribe.com, info@canscribe.com.

Serving the Gulf Islands
Salt Spring, Galiano
Mayne, Penders
WE HAVE SANDBAGS!

HELP WANTED

•
•
•

READY MIX
WASHED GRAVEL
REINFORCED STEEL
BAGGED CEMENT

FULL-TIME, LONG-TERM employment ops:>ortunity available immediately! seekmg a heavy-duty fleet mechan1c (Journeyman or 4th year •
apprentice). Experience _in preventa250-537-2611
t1ve ma1ntenance, hydraulics & electn345 Rainbow Road
cal systems
essential.
Compet1t1Ve
wage
and benefit
package.
Fax re- "'===========~
_
sume to 604-885-4247
DRAFTING & DESIGN
JOIN OUR TEAM! The Harbour
House has an opening for a front desk
clerk. Shift is Sat. 7am-3pm & Sun.,
Mon., Tues., 3pm-11 pm. Medical/dental benefits. Please drop off resume at
the Front Desk.
LIVE-IN companion required in
exchange for low rent, self contained
suite. $200/mo. Days & weekends off.
Mature woman preferred. Ref's. req'd.
250-537-4789.
WORK WANTED

LET'S GET
STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas
and together we'll design (or
upgrade) your dream home.
Through the use of computeraided drafting, we'll quickly
produce the working drawings
you'll take to your
contractor.

BICYCLES

BUILDING SUPPLIES

SEE US FOR AFAST QUOTE
ON All YOUR BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS!
• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing
For all your building
requirements, large or small!

l5il

250-537-1037 & ask for Jim
GARDENING

YARD REFUSE REMOVAL

WINTER SERVICES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
& BRUSH REMOVAL

Same Day Service, Fully
FREE ESTIMATES
• Snow Rem011a1
• Hedges

WE ALSO BUY ESTATES

• Rubbish Removal
landscaping
• Odd Jobs
CHRISTMAS UGitlS TAICEJI DOWN

David: 1-250-858-1311
Office: 250-538-1971
HANDYMAN/FINISHING carpenter
has openings for small jobs. Call
Grant, 250-538-7077.

A

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

AT LAST! An iron filter that works. JronEater! Fully patented Canada/U.S.A.
Removes iron, hardness, sulfur, smell,
manganese from well water. Since
1957 .. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON;
www.b1g1rondnlhng.com.

700+ SQ FT One level corner unit at
Merchant Mews: Unit 17 fully finished
with 3 piece washroom. Quality
display showroom. $198,000. Call
250-537-1408DuartCampbell

HOMES WANTED
BEST WATER, best tanks, best
service, best prices. Salt Spring Water
Co. 250-538-0102.
SALTSPRING FAMILY seeks seller
financed home. Family backing and
BISTRO TABLE, maple top, 36" $50K down. 250-538-7717.
diameter, 40" high, & two stools with
leatherette seats, $250. Chess set:
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Unique rural theme with ceramic
pieces. From American Gothic King &
Queen 4" high pieces to 3" high REAL ESTATE listings for the Gulf
"outhouse" pes for castles, to chickens Islands are v1ewable anywhere m the
as pawns. Board is 23" square. This w or I d w 1t h Internet access.
makes for a great gift, $125. www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com.
250-537-1352.
RENTALS
FLAGSTONE & building stone for
sale. 250-537-4156.
GOING TROPICAL this winter? Great
beach wear and sandals available on
clearance at Island Escapades. Not
escaping the cold? Check out our
weatherproof jackets, underwear,
toques, socks and gloves. Open Mon.Sat. 163 Fulford Ganges. 250-5372553.

5
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HOT TUB covers: New Year's Special
from $289, delivered. New foam
inserts from $80/ea. 250-538-8244.

GUMMI:HGIAUINDUSTRIAL
550 SQ. F'r. office/studio at Merchant
Mews near Ganges. Skylights, wood
paneling, eX1ras. Richard 537-1669.
970SF SHOP for lease avail. now at
Merchant Mews, nr. Ganges. Insulated, heated, skylights, bathroom. Ideal
as warehouse or construction shop.
Richard 250-537-1669.
IN GOVERNMENT bldg,
sq,. ft.
1357
for lease. Can accommodate vanety
of uses. Ample parking, wheel chair
accessible. Richard, 537-2239.

COTIAGES
-----------ST. MARY LAKE 2 BDRM furnished
cottages from $700/mo. N/J?, N/S,
avail Nov 1- Apr 1. 250-537-2585.
-----------DUPLEXES/4PLEXES
------------OCEAN VIEW. Upstairs, 1100 sqft,
full bath, 2 BDRM, full kitch., sitting
room with large balcony. Downstairs
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED
600 sqft. Multi purpose room, laundry,
powder room, storage, and carport.
WANTED: STAMP COLLECTIONS Avail. Feb. 1 (sooner negot.) Adult
Please ring Nick Bantock for an oriented, NP, NS. $1200/mo. ·not
evaluation. 537-0096 or 538-0991.
including util's. Call250-537-1517.

NEW FULLY LOADED COMPUTER
$29.99/month! IN-HOUSE FINANClNG EVERYONE'S APPROVED*.
Right to your doorstep from only
$29.99/month: MDG Desktop Intel
Processor, 2 GB Memory, 500 GB
HD, 22" LCD Flat Panel, Windows
Vista or 15.4" Notebook! Bonus 20"
LCD TV with DVD! (*Call for conditions) 1-800-236-2504.

SLEGG LUMBER LTD.

CARPENTRY

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978

CARPENTRY

Building on Salt Spring for 10 Years

• Foundations • Framing • Finishing

STEEL BUILDINGS, Factory Deals
Can Erect. www.scg-grp.com Source
#15G. Call 604-836-5696

PLEASE CALL

JUNK TO THE DUMP
& RECYCLING

REAL ESTATE

KONA STUFF 17", disc brakes, HOT TUB, 6 person. New cover, new
Marzocchi bomber shock, $650. digital spa pack. Stealth eire. pump &
ke ~~~~~ !~ 900. 1 year warranty.
250-653-9161.

.. .and everything in between

FOOD PRODUCTS

HELSET DESIGN
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Richard
Williams
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journeyman
carpenter

~AND,. q;:J
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Pork, Chicken & Beef

West Coast Wood Works
tel: 250-538-1661 eel: 250-538-7299

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

~sl7-~3!of

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

~
FREE ITEMS

Need a new furnace?

Jim·

COATS FOR Kids ... drop off at Salt
Spring Drycleaners, wearable kids
coats up to age 12, pick up at the
Food Bank and Community Services
and Family Place.
DELL 19" computer monitor. Please
call 250-537-8993.
FREE BABY and childrens' clothes
under 6, at Family Place, 268 Fulford
Ganges Road. Drop off on Mondays
SRK WOODWORK, Custom cabinets, 10:00-1:00 at Rugg Huggers or at Dad
Built-ins, Finish Carpentry. Commer- n Me on Saturdays 8:30- 10:30.
ciaVResidential. 250-619-8659
THIS COLUMN is designed for free
recyclable items only (no animals).
MASONRY & BRICKWORK
There is no charge to place items in

Mowing
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CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

ADVERTISE YOUR business in the
largest outdoor publication in BC.
THE BC FRESHWATER FISHING
REGULATIONS SYNOPSIS
2009/2010 publication - 435,000
copies, year long presence to
outdoors men & women.
Call to get in the neX1 annual issue.
Contact Annemarie at
1-800-661-6335 eX1744.

TELEPHONE SERVICES

ART OBJECTS

CHILDREN

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

GERMAN ROOFWORX. Green roofing with clay or slate tiles. BBB-Accredited German Roofer Masters. Call
250-208-4548 for your free estimate.
THE JOB SQUAD, on Salt Spring
since 1989. 250-537-570 3 . 20 o;.
Winter Discount.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

TRANSCRIPTION

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

&SKYLIGHTS

& PLACING

CONCRETE

MEDICAL

Reply to Box 28
at the Driftwood

TREE FROG Daycare is accepting
new enrollment in the Preschool
Program for children 30 months to
Kindergarten. Please contact
Caroline at 250-653-4998 or email:
treefrog@ ssisland.com

ROOFING

SALT SPRING LITERACY

LOST AND FOUND

LOST:
White Binder
of Poetry, Stories
by Lillian Smith
Reward for Return

SALES
SERVICE
SUPPORT

EDUCATION!TRADE SCHOOLS

GARBAGE GURU

I-POD CLASSIC found at Fulford Inn.
Claim by identifying at the Fulford Inn,
ask for Shona. 250-653-4432.

U5NEAKERS

class~ed~gulfisl~ds.net

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

250-537-9144.

0$ ARE You sinking in debt? 1st, 2nd
& 3rd Mortgages - Bruised Credit Bank Turndowns - Debt Consolidation
- Refinancing - Power of Sale - Past
Bankrupt - Home Renovations. We
can lend a Hand. www.canadalend.com. Toll-free 1 (866) i CAN
LEND (1-866-422-6536) CALL NOW!

r~~M

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
CLEANING SERVICES

QUALITY MASONRY. Certified masons to do chimney repairs, stonework, brickwork, patios, retaining
walls, fireplaces. Call 250-388-4616.

MAIDS PERSONALLY
Thorough, professional cleaning.
Excellent service. Attention to detail.
RECYCLING
Dependable. Trustworthy. Bonded.
References 250-537-1517.
SALT SPRING Island Recycle Depot
is located at 349 Rainbow Rd. We are
COMPUTER SERVICES
open Tuesday through Saturday,
lOam to 5pm. This service is operated
CALL BOB Mcivor for troubleshoot- by Salt Spring Island Community
ing, software and networking support. Services. Please call the Recycle
We do house calls. 537-2827 or (cell) Depot at 537-1200, or Community
538-7017. Please go and back-up Services at 537-9971 for information
on materials accepted for recycling.
your important data now!

Save $1,130. Learn how at LiveSmartBC.ca

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

The Be;; P~~~ Wth

this
column.
Ads
can be submitted
in ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - " '
person
at the
Driftwood
office (328
Lower Ganges Road) by normal deadline (Tuesday lOam) or by phone 5379933, fax 537-2613 or e-mail driftwood@ gulfislands.net.
FUEUFIREWOOD

New water heater time?

HONESTOL'S
FIREWOOD

Save over $500. Learn how at LiveSmartBC.ca

GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165
BRITISH
COLUMBIA

KONIG&SON

1be Best Place on Earth

FIREWOOD
Serving Salt Spring
25 years
Competitive & Reliable

APPLIANCES

FIREWOOD LOGS WANTED

Resident Care Attendant I-------.!
Home Support Worker
• Resident and Long Term Care • Community
and Home Support • Psychiatric Disorders

R OPPORTUNITIES:

Live Smart

Live Smart

BC

APPLIANCES

250-537-9531
GARAGE SALES
LIONS GARAGE SALE. CLOSED
DEC. 17 - JAN 9. Many household
items. Note: We no longer offer pickups. We do not accept appliances.
Drop-efts accepted only on Fri. & Sat.
morning. Please no garbage!! 103
Bonnet Ave.

"'

~

Buying new appliances?
,(

Learn how you can save hundreds at LiveSmartBC.ca

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Sprott-Shaw
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

9 0 3

27" PANASONIC flat screen TV, 3
years old, $120. Ph. 250-537-0738.
A FREE Telephone Service - Get
Your First Month Free. Bad credit,
don't sweat it. No deposits. No credit
checks. Call Freedom Phone Lines today toll-free 1-866-884-7464.

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
The &;t-p~-;,;Earth

Live Smart

BC

•
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DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS
RENTALS

RENTALS

classified@gulfislands.net

TRANSPORTATION

RENTALS

TRANSPORTATION

SIMPLY SALTSPRING

1

U pper Ganges Village
Shoppin g Centr e

PRIME LOCAT ION
UP TO 3300 FT

2

Contact: Ferd Kal lstrom
(250) 70 1-3591

STORAGE
CLEAN AND dry 100 sq. ft storage
building nr. Ganges $200/mo.
250·653-9898

SUITES, LOWER
DELUXE WINNEBAGO for rent. Very
comfortable trailer for rent also. Both
with use of main house. $500./mo.
Call250·931-4448.

SUITES, UPPER

600 SQ. FT. , new, bright & beautiful.
walking distance to town. suitable for
quiet, single person. Fully turn. bache- -- - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - lor suite. hi-speed wireless, private entrance. NS, NP. Avail. immed. until
HOMES FOR RENT
HOMES FOR RENT
March 31/09.$650.250-537-2838.

;::===========::....:==========~-

ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

2 bedroom cabin near Lake,
single or couple only, N/8 ...........................................$ 950

3 bedroom Oceanview

3 bedroom High End Home,
furnished, NIS, NIP, Channel Ridge, avail. immed.......$1800
4 bedroom Home in Sunny Vesuvius Area,
NIS, NIP. ..........................................................................$1600

250.537-4722
1-SOQ-800.9492
Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

: :.-.: :;. . : Proper()•=Managment
RO~YA=--=L
----hl
Ltd.
3 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
lease assignment
5 appl newer home
NS NP $1950. + util
Mid Island 79463

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
recent reno 4 appl
country setting
NS NP $1175. + util
Mid Island 114285

2 BDRM 1BTHRM
4 appl elect heat
garage available
new lower level suite
NS NP $1500. +% util
South End 116153

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
lakeview mth to mth
older home new renos
avail now 4 appl
NS NP $1000. + util
Mid Island 113967

STUDIO STYLE COTIAGE
shared property
2 appl shrd laundry
wd stove + elect
NS NP $875 +% util
Mid Island 91391

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
oceanfront cottage
acreage 4 appl
avail 1 Sept - 30 Jun
$900 + util NS NP
South End 88611

See these Homes at
www.royalproperty.ca

1-800..910-6402
EAGLE AUTO Loans. Easy financing.
Good credit, poor credit, divorced, first
time buyers, self employed, bankrupt.
We finance in-house OAC. Call our
credit specialist 1 _800 _916 _1723 .
www.secondchancefinance.ca
- -- - - - - - -- --

AUTO SERVICES

WANTED TO RENT

MATURE WOMAN artist in Winnipeg
seeks housesit or sublet for month of
February. Call 250·537 -8441

TRANSPORTATION

now here !

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Unleaded Fuels • Diesel
Tires • Batteries • Accessories

3 MUD/SNOW tires R235/70 R16 only
49,000 km. $30-$60 each. Proceeds
to Cooper Kettle. 250-537·0864
ADVANCE ENGINE Supply. Rebuilt
automotive diese l and gas en gines.
Edmonton toll free 1-877·465-2702.
We ship to your door anywhere in
Canada Freet
FOUR TIRES : two snow, two a ll
season, all on rims. Good condition .
Fit most Japanese cars. 195/70 R1 4
$ 50 e ac h or $18 0 f o r f o u r.
250 537·1909

Comer of Rainbow Rd. and Jackson Ave.

CARS

CARS

537-4554 or 537-9300

Monday-Saturday 8 am· 7 pm
Sunday 9 am · 6 pm

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

The 8;;P1~~;Eanh

Live Smart

Trading in your old car?
Get back over $2000. Learn how at LiveSmartBC.ca

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
The Best Place on Eanh

Live Smart
TRUCKS &VANS

Save up to $4,000. Learn how at LiveSma rtBC.ca

Licensed Strata/Commercial/

JAY

1991 CHEV, S-10 Blazer. V6, std.,
4 x 4,$1300 obo. 250·537-7355.

250-538-1996

MARINE

SWIM MEMBERSHIPS AT
THE SUMMERSIDE POOL
Enjoy swimming on your own time!
Private, UV filtered, saltwater pool.
Open 7 days a week 6am. to 9pm.
New reduced rates for 3 I 6 month or 1
year packages. Memberships also inelude access to our private fitness
room. Or come and get energized with
our $6 Drop in Aquafit Classes every
Mon/ Wed /Fri 9:30 - 10:30 am. or join

BOATS

-----------CO-OWNER SOUGHT for new 50 foot
motor yacht on BC coast. Share
usage & expenses . Professionally
maintained. 6 o4 _6 57 _9 7 3 9.
4 ht
_www
;;;;;;;;.;;;;
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OUTBOARDS
Yamaha • Suzuki
Honda
from 2 HP to 350 HP
Four strokes
New& Used
Great selection
Great prices.

Over 40 years in Victoria

J'~z•l!l'!i~
730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com • jay@sgpower.com

our lowMon/Wed
impact walking
aquafit classes
every
10:30-11:30am.
For
more info, call Julie at: 250'537-9433.

SWING IN THE NEW YEAR at the
Falconshead Grill with Salt Spring's
own Swing Shift Big Band. Information, menu and tickets available at the
Grill and at the Raven Street Market
Cafe. 250-537·2273.

T HE JOB SQUA D, on Salt Spring
si nce 1989 . 250-537 · 5703. 20%
Winter Qiscount.

$$WANTED$$: RAD IOS, transistor
radios,s w's, C Bs, stereos, Amps,
speakers, etc. Old or new, 653-4458.

A SPECIAL !iJif t for so m eone
treas ured: Relaxmg Massage/Holiday WANT E D T 0 bu y: f irewood
Pricing :$50 (1 hr.) $60 (1.5 hr.) Island logs/standing timber. Konig & So_n
Farmhouse 250·653·9898
Firewood. Phone 537-9531.

SIMPLY SALTSPRING

SIMPLY SALTSPRING

The Wardrobe~ inFulfJJrd

30-80% Off Ev:~:z~ng
End ofSeason Clearance

Save up to $4,000. Learn how at LiveSmartBC.ca

Looking for
a new truck?

250·537·5577

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

1989 F-250 pickup, high mileage,
needs tires, lots of new parts, well
maintained. $1200.250-537-5488.

SIMPLY SALTSPRING

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE
250-537·9933

New car hunting?

TRUCKS & VANS

2 BDRM 3 BTHRM
with lower suite
5 appl elect heat
ocean view
clsto town
NS NP $1900. + util
Mid Island 114284

APPLY 01¥!/Nf "0" Down! o.A"
www.OreamCatcher·loans.com

------------ -;:::==========::;A I R MILES
A U TO AC C ESSORIE S/
PARTS .

Near town, N/S, NIP, avail. immed .............................. $1350
2 bedroom Half House,
s!)l1Cious, sunny,N/S, NIP, avail. immed...................$1000

TRUCKS & VANS

You Worl<;. You Drive!

Scarves, Shawls, Mitts, Gloves, Hats, Bags,
Silver, Stone, Wood & Shell Jewelry,
Natural Fibre Clothing & Accessories
.
by wom Grownw
Open Dally 11-5:30
Closed Jan 5-Feb10

HELP WANTED
Driftwood Publishing is looking for an advertising
proof reader. Necessary skills for this position
include excellent English/grammar skills, eye
for detail, communication skills, must have good
telephone manner, be highly organized and have
experienced in Adobe lnDesign 3.
The successful candidate will proof read
all advertising, email I fax ad proofs and
communicate with clients regarding ad changes
and corrections. Assistance in ad corrections
and ad building make experience in lnDesign
Ill a must. This job is permanent part-time.
Please send resume via email, fax, mail
or in person to 250-537-2613 or production@
gulfislands.net, 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt
Spring Island, VBK 2V3, attn: Lorraine Sullivan.
No phone calls please.

L

BRITISH

COLUMBIA
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Tip of the Week
As we draw to the closure of 2008, the first # 1 year
of the New Millennium, we have reason to pause and
reflect upon the past 12 months or so. Yes, the Millennium of 2000 taken as a whole is symbolized by # 2.
This presents a clue to the emerging feminine power,
as would be the case in the Age of Aquarius. For2008,
when the digits are added and reduced to a single digit,
it= 1. (I offer more background on Numerology on my
website in Articles). Already in 2007 and again at the
onset of2008,1 said that this year would prove pivotal.
(I invite you to my site to the first weekly horoscopes
of the year, and the Horoscopes for the entire year
for a closer review). 1 is about beginning, initiative,
pioneering, new precedents, leadership, bold action,
invention, activating and emerging trends.
Thank you to all my readers and clients for your
interest and support in 2008 and Blessings for health,
happiness and fulfillment in 2009.
Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Amidst the backdrop of bigger changes and power
moves in your public and professional life, the New
Moon on Dec. 27 will plant the seed of even more yet.
This will culminate in 2 weeks time, at the Full Moon.
A powerful determination to get the edge coming in
to the New Year will be evident. Sharing ideals and
visions of the future with significant others· is part
of the plot. Expect your mood to be enthusiasm and
determined balance by sober caution.

of freedom should be keeping you busy. What dreams,
visions, illusions and fantasies no longer serve? Seek
council with your higher mind to decide. There is
power in numbers and the time is ripe to shares dreams
and decisions. Investments made now may be slow on
return, but will probably eventually. Find security and
solace in close ties and bonds.

to home. Renovations, moves, plumbing or repairs of
structural problems and so on are likely themes. These
may take on a purely physical form or they may affect
you psychologically or your family life. The ground
you stood on not long ago is no longer as secure as you
may have supposed. Trust that there is a natural cyclic
tJ;leme at work and nurture a sensible response.

Cancer (Jun 22- Jul22)
A new day is dawning in your relationships. Some
significant forces, key players and events are activating change. Fortunately, these include opportunity.
Travel in the short term and possibly linked to career is
highlighted. You are seeing a new world more clearly
with each new day. By the time of the New Moon,
important changes will be revealed and opportunities
presented. Look to the future now and accept that
change is inevitable.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
Fixed notions, attitudes, behaviour patterns and hab~ts
are up for review. Deciphering the difference between
power, force and control will remain a lingering
theme . The old ways will no longer work. This is a
call to at least begin to re-invent your self, your style,
image, approach and perspectives. If you dig deeply
enough beneath yours or anyone else's surface you
will come arrive at spirit. Once this is clear you can
begin to build the new empire!

Leo (Jul 23 -Aug 23)
Do you notice how aware of the details you are
already becoming? Your focus and vision is getting
sharper. You seek scientific precision and mastery in
whatever is claiming your passions. This is a time of
change and the audience is undecided. People want
answers, but every source and angle seems to bear
limitations. Therefore, it is a good time to evaluate
Vllhere the trends are going. Be willing to see where
you can improve your performance.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
A restructuring of your entire foundation is now underway. Personality is everywhere but character is not as
established in society anymore. This will not due and
personally and collectively, life will now guide us
to re-acknowledging the importance of strength of
character. A grounded vision that supports simple values and core principles
is needed. Discipline, logic, science
and intuition will take care of the rest.
Personal responsibility free of blaming
attitudes is the key.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 21)
Changes in your core philosophy and choices about
the future are bubbling. You want to make slow, well
chosen moves. While you are ready to take risks, you
also want more background and facts. This is no time
for pre-mature judgements. Yet, the flow has its own
say and there is wisdom in going with it as well. The
key message you may be hearing is: get back closer to
the land! However you do it, get grounded!

Virgo (Aug 24 - Sep 22)
A whole new level of creative power and charisma is
emerging for you. Soon, more and more people will be
seeking solid answers and relia91e information. This is
your fortef. Your ability to offer logical facts backed
by solid research across a spectrum of disciplines will
be rewarded handsomely. Positioning is important
now and you may notice this is a strong current theme.
Aim to be of service by offering solutions to humanities woes.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 21)
Purging, merging, clearing and claiming a news sense

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)
Some powerful energies are shaking things up close

CuoMORE

CONSTRUCTION LTD.
• General Contractor
• Project Manager

CUSTOM, RESIDENTIAL,
COMMERCIAL

• DRAPES •
• SLEEPING BAGS •
• QUILTS • DUVETS •
• WEDDING DRESSES •

SALT SPRING ------Linen & Dr cleaners

CELL: 250-538-8297

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 19)
Many new assertions without counterbalanced by
many deep changes within are underway. Looking to
the current situation, the past and the future you may
find reason yet also feel challenged to keep the faith.
This paradoxical situation may be a source of confusion. The time is right to retreat and rest for a while.
2009 stands to be busy and the more deeply you can
recharge now the better. Meditate, retreat, sleep and
dream a bright future for us all.
Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Gaining stimulation from the social scene is the call
now. This may mean networking or going out more
or keeping up to date on the news and world affairs
and events. This is a good time to clarify where your
commitments lie. Gaining new knowledge and targeting your focus or market is ideal. You may feel a little
unclear about things now. This will resolve itself by
summer anyway. For now, establish an integral foundation with flexibility in the design.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
Already you are taking some powerful
new strides and the New Year has not
even begun. Then again, the start gun
for you was fired in late November.
This week will be extra noticeable in
terms of important key initiatives. The
time has come to assert new directions.
The environment, the economy and
the so~ial sphere in general is changing quickly now as a consequence.

All aspects of fabric care

PH: 250-653-9955

Humanity needs new answers and leadership that
makes sense to a wider populace.

FEATURING
THIS WEEK:

Optometrist

cudmoreconstruction@saltspring.com

arbye

G.

PickUp

~~ARBAGE £td.

K FIREWOOD

serving Salt Spring for 25 years

-~-~ERVI~

WANTED:

• Licensed Transfer Station
• Scheduled Pickup
• Recycling Service

Firewood Logs/
Standing Timber

No Job too Big or Small!

537-2167

Optometrist

Salt Sp1ing

onig&Son

w

_,yecare
Dr. Andrea N. Varju

537-4356

531-9531

~

KJRT_DUff@HOTMAil.C!IM
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You need this
space to build your
business.
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Dr. Andrea N. Varju

537-4356
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Call537-9933

Z

True North
atellites

Ex.prassvu
Satallita TV

538-

WE HAVE LETTERS AVAILABLE!! CALL TRACY OR KIM AT 250-537-9933 TO BOOK ADVERTISING SPACE.
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Fit is
Fuel Efficient

Fit is
Even Safer now
Providing enhanced occupant protection
in frontal crashes, the Advanced Compatibility
Engineering.. (ACEj body structure is designed
to improve collision compatibility when vehicles
of different sizes collide.

Fit is
Cavernous

SAFE

FUN

DISCOVERY

Honda
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