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HARLAN HOMES: Harlan's employee Jenna McBride is seen with the many gingerbread houses created by
food bank supporters on Salt Spring. Islanders are encouraged to come and vote for their favourite house,
with the winner receiving a "cool gift" from Harlan's.
Photo by oerrick Lundy

Driftwood keeps the Wednesday beat
The Driftwood will publish on its
usual Wednesday next week.
However, since Driftwood staff won't
be working from December 23-26, the
December 27 issue will be completed
early without news that occurs after
the 23rd.
In case of breaking news, readers are

advised to check our website at www.
gulfislands.net, as major news stories
can and will be written and uploaded to
the site if necessary.
If an unprecedented event occurs, it
may necessitate "stopping the presses"
on Tuesday, December 26 and inserting
the story in print.

The December 27 issue contains the
annual year in review of 2006 news.
Anyone wanting to get something
into the editorial part of the December
27 paper should contact editor Gail Sjuberg as soon as possible at 537-9933 or
news@gulfislands.net, as the paper will
be completed on Friday, December 22.

Trustees smolder on
training ground delays

New Patients Always Welcome

537-1616

Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District (SSIFPD)
trustees are still waiting for
the Islands Trust to review
a rezoning application for
a proposed training facility
behind the Fulford fireball.
The wait comes despite
the fire trustees' decision
to hire a contract planner
to expedite the process last
September.
"The jury's still out on
that," said board chair Ted
Hinds in response to questions from the public regarding the planner's success
during a Monday meeting. "I
get a feeling we're ahead of
the game, but I can't tell how
far because we don't have
any results."
Trustees require the Islands
Trust approve an application
to rezone the Fulford fireball
property to permit construction of"a state-of the-art and
environmentally-friend! y
training ground."

At a Local Trust Committee meeting held earlier this
month, SSIFPD trustee Ken
Lee asked if there was any
way the Islands Trust could
speed up the process since
the training ground is considered "a matter of public
safety."
The facility is required to
offset the increasing costs of
sending Salt Spring Island's
volunteers off the island for
training, Lee said.
Salt Spring Island trustees George Ehring and Peter
Lamb said they are prepared
to review how applications
are prioritized, especially
those concerning public services.
According to Lee, rezoning remains essential. Fulford fireball's legal nonconforming status based on
changes to the island land
use bylaw passed in 2001
means it cannot be expanded
or rebuilt on the same site.

2006 cover art winner
Winner of this year's Driftwood cover art contest is Grade·
12 student Sarah Penhale, whose artwork is featured on the
front page. Other favourites can oe seen on page B 1.
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Our Islands. Our World.

We're all about the lslan
• 6 scheduled flights daily between
Ganges and Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane
fleet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to
main YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent flyer discount
• Charter flights available to other
destinations, including USA.

For scheduled flight info call

1·800·447·3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
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ICBC CLAIMS PERSONAL INJURY

Flooding :follows storm fronts
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Driftwood Staff

You know things are out
of control when the plumbers are calling for help.
And that's exactly what
one Salt Spring Island
plumber has had to do for
the past three weeks.
" We've just managed
to get our heads above the
water," said Tim Duke.
Since the onslaught of
December rain, snow and
sleet storms left pipes frozen, basements flooded
and water levels on the rise
across the island, Duke said,
he's been kept running off
his feet for hours on end to
help plug up the leaks.
Duke said he's had anywhere between 60 and 90
calls per day since the first
major storm struck the
island.
"This is about three times
as much volume than we
usually get and there's no
sign of it letting up," Duke
said. "Winter is only beginning."
In the eight years he 's
worked on Salt Spring, he
added, this is the worst it
has ever been this early in
the winter season.
"It's just incredible. First
we had the freezing, then

''This is about
three times as
much volume
than we usually
get and there's
no sign of it letting up.••
-Tim Duke
the power went out and
pumps began to fail , then
the rains started and we're
still dealing with prob!ems," he said.
Duke himself was forced
to get in line for repairs
when he discovered three
inches of water in his basement after a rainstorm last
week.
He has since modified his
set-up to prevent a recurrenee but, he said, others
aren't so lucky.
"We've seen it all," he
said, noting one particularly
memorable incident when
frozen water caused a water
heater to explode.
Earlier this week, Duke
and a crew spent seven
hours pumping out the
basement of a north-end
home.
Since the owners spend

most of their time offisland, it wasn't until ris-e:.
ing waters shorted out
the home's alarm system,
prompting security guards
to investigate, that the problem was detected.
Duke arrived to find nearly five feet of water in the
home owner's basement.
He said homes with basements below sea level are
especially at risk as high
runoff causes the water
table to rise.
Duke said frozen pipes
and basement flooding
account for most of the
problems he has seen. Lack
of a back-up power supply
for electric water pumps,
he added, becomes a major
concern once the power
goes out for an extended
period.
Kimberly Lineger, the
island's emergency social
services coordinator, said
residents may also be subject to safety concerns in
addition to the discomfort
of having no power and
running water.
- Residents who feel their
properties may be at risk
of structural damage from
unstable slopes or falling
trees should not hesitate to
contact Salt Spring Island

Fire and Rescue for an
assessment, she said.
Heavy flooding in 2004,
she added, resulted in three
property owners requesting emergency services
after they had to flee their
homes in the wake of
heavy rains.
"We can step in to provide
food, clothing and shelter
once the house becomes
inhabitable," Lineger said.
"Basically, if somebody
is forced from their home
because of a flood, a fire or
an earthquake, that's when I
get involved."
Provincial government
agent Caroline Burch said
residents with disasterrelated damage to their
properties may be eligible
for reimbursement from
the provincial government's
Provincial Emergency Program (PEP).
Information on how to
apply for home owner,
small business owner, farm
owner compensation is
available on the PEP website at www.pep.bc.ca.
Follow the link to the
Disaster Financial Assistance Program (DFAP).
Assistance for charitable
and volunteer organizations
is also available.
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• 25 years successfully representing injured persons
• NO FEE until you collect
• Free confidential consultation

PAUL B. JOYCE
Barrister & Solicitor
(250) 537-4413 (24 hours)

Your name will be entered in a monthly draw
for a return trip for one to Vancouver.

COME TO THE SS AIR OFFICE TO ENTER
Grace Pt. Square, 3102-115 Fulford Ganges Rd.

Three times daily to Downtown
Vancouver & Vancouver Airport
• Departing GANGES 7:40am Mon-Sat/10:45am Sun-Fri/2:00pm Daily

• Departing VANCOUVER AIRPORT
9:15am Mon-Sat/12:25pm Sun-Fri
3:45pm Daily

SALTSPRINGAIR
book online: www.saltspringair.com or give us a call537-9880

Trustees aim to strike deal
on potential Ganges site ·
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Driftwood Staff

Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District (SSIFPD)
trustees unanimously agreed
in-camera to submit an offer
on a Ganges area property
for a new fire hall site Monday night.
SSIFPD chair Ted Hinds
told the public portion of
the meeting he would reveal
"detailed information"
regarding purchase of a new
firehall site for publication
in the December 20 Driftwood.
However, after discussions
with one of the subject property owners, he later said
specifics would have to wait
until an offer was actually
made.
At the meeting Hinds said
he expected the district to
submit an offer "based on the
property's appraised value"
by the end of the week.

Fire trustees began looking
for a new fire hall site after
an insurance audit released
last year stated $1 million
in upgrades and renovations
are needed to bring the current Ganges fire hall up to
acceptable standards.
In a related decision, trustees approved hiring former
volunteer fire fighter and fire
trustee Hans Hazenboom as
the project manager for the
new hall project.
Hazenboom Construction Limited was the only
Salt Spring-based contender
among four applications
reviewed by Salt Spring fire
chief Dave Enfield, assistant chief Arjuna George,
former Salt Spring building
inspector Dick Stubbs and
the project's architect Doug
Johnson.
"I am thrilled we can have
somebody from the island
working on this project," said

fire trustee Wayne Wrigley
following Monday evening's
decision.
Hazenboom is tasked with
administering the project
based on a percentage of the
job's overall cost. Trustees
said they expect to release
final construction cost estimates by early March.
"It's a fairly major project
to get together especially in
these days of high demand
for construction," Hinds
said.
Hinds added Hazenboom's
experience working on projects such as Creekside,
Meadowbrook, Island Savings and the Thrifty Foods
store give him a clear advantage when it comes to working locally.
"We spent a lot of time
talking to the applicants and
felt he was the most knowledgeable and competitive of
the bunch," said Hinds.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from the
management and staff of
Harbours End Marine
terra firma

BUILDERS LTD.
www.slrewall.com
537-9355

Quality

Doesn't Cost...
It Pays!
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Fine cookware
& accessories
available at:

Looe My Kitchen
FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5882
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Meals you would make..
if you hod the time!
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Check our website
for our
weekly menus or our
selection at Jana's Bake Shop
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Get to Downtown Vanco~ver or Richmond
& Vanco~ver Airport the quick and easy way
-fly Harbour Air. Choose the route that
works best for you and your busy schedule.
Book, Board and Fly... It's that simple!

TO

TO

VANCOUVER

RICHMOND

$74$69
ONE WAY PLUS CST

ONE WAY PlUS CST

YOUR CHOICE
GULF ISLANDS TO
DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER
OR
GULF ISLANDS TO
RICHMOND & VANCOUVER AIRPORT

llrTTI HARBOUR AIR
~SEAPLANES
YOUR SEAPLANE PROFESSIONALS
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Extended care needs support
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Driftwood Staff

Rocky Kinahan
Administrative Assistant

Martin Hoogerdyk
Certified Financial Planner

OPEN

CHRISTMAS
DAY (t2·6l
for all the
things
you've
forgotten!

53 7-1 730
GRACE POINT SQUARE ·•
@ berkshire.ca

The community can no
longer afford to ignore its
seniors population, according to a former member of
the Lady Minto Hospital's
Family Council patient support group.
"We've got to make the
community more aware of
what's going on so these
people don't get lost in the
shuffle," said Janet Bryan.
"If we all speak up, there is
power in numbers."
Since it was created in
early 2003, the Family Council has given family member~ and concerned residents
a united voice to highlight
the interests of patients at
Lady Minto's 31-bed extended care unit.
The group has helped the
hospital's administration
lobby the Vancouver Island
Health Authority (VIHA)
to install a new air conditioning system (expected
in early 2007) and assisted
patients in getting the care .
they need.
In spite of its accomplishments, Bryan said, the Family Council remains active to
improve cond,itions despite

PULL-OUT
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•• A frightening
thought is that
our elderly have
now been included in our 'throw
away' society. ••
- Janet Bryan
the group's modest and fluctuating membership.
On an island where people
so actively support groups of
every stripe, Bryan said, it
remains a mystery why the
needs of older residents are
being ignored.
"A frightening thought is
that our elderly have now
been included in our 'throw
away' society," Bryan wrote
in a letter to the Driftwood.
"The people who have built
our neighbourhoods, our
towns, our country: those
who gave us life, raised us,
loved us, fought our wars for
us are being discarded."
Bryan helped form the
Family Council when her
mother was admitted to the
extended care ward. She
stayed with the group until
moving to Vancouver in
October.

"There are people ori our average and is second lowisland who are literally dying est in Canada," the report
of loneliness," she sal.d.
explains.
Bryan said making sure
"Extended care facilities
patients receive adequate across the province have had
physical and emotional to cope with provincial govsupport is paramount as ernment funding cuts," said
care-providers often find Lady Minto's clinical coorthemselves overextended dinator Jo Twaites.
"[The Family Councils]
and unable to deal with all
are another way to discuss
patients.
The Family Council acts - concerns. They are advounder ·the umbrella of the cates for loved ones and we
Association of Advocates support their presence."
Tricia Simpson, the Famifor Care Reform, a Vancouly
Council's newly appointed
ver-based non-profit orgachair,
said she is committed
nization intent on improvto letting VIHA know what
ing the conditions for longpatients need and deserve,
term care patients in British
a task more easily said than
Columbia.
done.
Despite a provincial govWhile the group has won
ernment promise to create a handful of successes over
more than 5,000 long-term the past years, she said, concare beds beginning in 2001, cerns always arise depending
a shift to assisted living units on patients' needs.
has failed to provide the
"I think it would be good
appropriate care for people to have closer relationships
living with significant mobil- with the staff," she said. "We
ity challenges, according provide the other side of the
to a report released by the equation when our parents
Canadian Centre for Policy and spouses aren't able to
Alternatives (CCPA) earlier put it into words."
this year.
For more information on
"Access to these servic- Family Councils in British
es in B.C. has fallen to 30 Columbia, visit www.acrbc.
per cent below the national ca.

Trustees seek meeting about
Sablefin Hatcheries effluent
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Driftwood Staff

The Islands Trust is calling for a public meeting to
learn more about the consequences of a proposed fish
hatchery outfall pipeline into
Walker Hook waters.
'
"How alarmed should
we be that this is planned?"
asked trustee George Ehring
at a Local Trust Committee
(LTC) meeting earlier this
month.
Trustees passed a resolution requesting that the
provincial government ask
Sablefin Hatcheries Ltd. to
hold a meeting to clarify public concerns with the project,
which will see a pipeline
extending one kilometre into
Trincomali Channel.
After reviewing a copy
of the letter, Ministry of
Environment spokesperson
Kate Thompson said the provincial government cannot
force the company to hold a
meeting.
"Any decision on holding
a public meeting is ultimately up to them," she said.
Opened in 2002, Sablefin
Hatcheries is an indoor landbased facility located near
Walker Hook.
It produces black cod fry
for fish farms located along
the coast of northern British
Columbia.
The company plans to use

''How alarmed
should we be that
this is planned?''
- George Ehring
the pipeline to discharge
effluent from its operation as
an alternative to storing it in
a series of on-site wells.
Effluent would undergo
testing four times a year to
ensure outfall temperature,
salinity and ammonia levels
are within provincial government limits.
Nancy Dixon of Sablefin
Hatcheries said she sees little point in holding a meeting based on the number
of letters the company has
received on the subject.
"We're not against holding
a public meeting whatsoever,
though we do question the
merits of holding one when
we've only received five letters," she said.
Communication with
neighbours and other residents has allowed the company to handle concerns
on an individual basis, she
added.
Dixon said the company
will still respond to letters
from individuals and organizations even though a 30-day
comment period expired on
November 30.

ON SALE NOW!!

Hunter Douglas
Blinds
• Silhouette Shades
• Luminette Shades
• Vignette Shades
• Woven Woods
• Wood Blinds

• Roman Shades
• Vertical Blinds
• Cellular Blinds
• Roller Shades
• Motorization

BEST PRI
GUARANTEE
Ruffell & Brown
, Interiors guarantees
the BEST PRICE
on any Hunter
Douglas Window
Fashion
uct we sell!

Despite rumours to the
contrary, she added, the company does not plan to expand
its existing operation.
"We feel that it is in everyone's best interest to move
towards an outfall system,"
she said.
"This is a positive move
on our part."
In an e-mail sent to the
Driftwood earlier this week, '
Salt Spring Island Residents for Responsible Land
Use member Donna Martin
said the group continues to
review the information and
is awaiting comments from
·
several agencies.
The group will come
forward with an official
response in January.
According to Islands Trust
regional planning manager
Brodie Porter, installing the
pipeline would contravene
the Salt Spring Island Land
Use Bylaw governing Shoreline 6 and 8 zones.
"The physical pipe is not
a permitted use in either of
those zones," he said.
Porter said the Islands
Trust is examining its options
and looking into which level
of government has a final say
on what can and cannot be
done in the shoreline zone.
"We are examining that
and are not in a position to
comment at this time," Porter said.
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BELLAVANCE
WELDING LTD.
Quality Boat Building
& Fabrication in
Aluminium & Steel
Since 1973

TREE SALES: Salt Spring

Boy Scout Bradley Hoffman helps Marianne Miller with her Christmas tree as local
scouts set up their annual shop at Windsor Plywood.
Phot o by Derrick Lundy

• portable welding on land or sea
• custom fabrication in aluminiu
and steel
• driveway gates
• marine ramps and walkways
• fuel tanks
• railings
• truck racks and boxes

Polar bear swim needs organizer
By DAWN HAGE
Driftwood Staff

The annual 2007 Salt
Sp ring New Year 's Day
Polar Bear Swim will likely
be cancelled unless a group
comes forward at the last
hour to save the event.
Organized in the past few
years by the indoor pool
society Ssplash, the local
fundraising organization has
found itself short-staffed and
unable to carry on with the
tradition this year.
"It was just a matter of
timing," said Wendy Rosier,
Ssplash president. "Lots of
members are going away and
we just didn't have the volunteers that it takes."
Rosier has a packet of
information for any group
that comes forward . The

package details safety protocols and contains a checklist
of everything that has been
done in the past to ensure a
successful and safe swim.
She is happy to lend her
experience to anyone who
comes forward to put on the
event.
"I'm happy to help," ·she
said. "I just don't have the
resources I need this year to
pull it off with Ssplash."
Safety precautions are
paramount and a prepared
list of contacts for organizers
include the Island Paddlers,
Coast Guard, B.C. Ambulance, Salt Spring Fire and
Rescue, and the Parks and
Recreation Commission for
permission to use the stairs.
The event has been MCed
in the past by such notable

island personalities as the
late Bill Webster, Shilo Zylbergold, John Pottinger and
Randy Sloan. In recent years
the swims have had a costume theme, usually based
on a current popular movie,
with participants encouraged to dress up in appropriate costumes.
"I think a great theme this
y~ar would be 'Happy Feet,"'
suggested Rosier. "It's about
penguins, and black and
white, so it would be easy to
make a costume."
Volunteers are needed to
both participate in the swim
and ensure that islanders taking a dip in the frigid ocean
are well taken care of. Hot
chocolate, muffins and coffee have been provided in
the past and last year 12 dif-

ferent prizes were awarded,
including first in and first
out, first to submerge, furthest swimmer and best costume.
Prizes were collected over
the year by Rosier who has a
few left over from last year's
event that she would be willing to donate. Any group or
individual wanting to take
up the challenge to make the
Polar Bear Swim a reality in
2007 should contact Rosier
at 653-4034.
They sho'uld then contact the Driftwood's editorial department by Friday,
December 22, so details can
be included in the December
27 issue of the Driftwood,
which goes to press early
because of the Christmas
holidays.

Moonlight dipper scooped from harbour
The Ganges Coast Guard helped
rescue a middle-aged Salt Spring man
from Ganges Harbour after he reportedly fell off the Centennial Wharf in
the early hours of Saturday, December
16.

Coast guard Seaman Roland Ternmel said a Grace Point resident notified
the Coast Guard after hearing calls for

9 11

FILE
help coming from amidst the boats just
before 2 a.m.
Emergency crews searching the
scene found the man wedged between
two boats moored in the marina.
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Temmel said the victim had trouble
getting out of the water and was likely
exposed to the elements for 30 minutes
before rescue crews were finally able to
scoop him out.
He showed mild signs of hypothermia and was transported to Lady Minto
Hospital.
"It's kind of amazing, really," said
Temmel. "That water is pretty cold."

Advertising
Deadlines
Please note:
the Driftwood office

will be closed
Monday December 25
Tuesday December 26
FOR THE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27 ISSUE:
Display deadline: Wednesday Dec. 20, 4 pm
Classified deadline: Thursday, Dec. 21, 4 pm
Too Late Too Classify: Friday, Dec. 22, 10 am

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

The Driftwood is open
Wednesday, December 27
to Friday, December 29
8:30 am-4:30 pm

David Waddington

Custom Flooring
Specializing in custom Wide Plank
Clear Douglas Fir
o

o

Brand name flooring available
Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock

1-800-667-2275
#5 - 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC

Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

QuickBooks Setup and Training
Personalized Tutoring o Ongoing Support

537-0854
Specailizing In Small Business

51 DN EY AUTO

SALES ~~.~e~~~;:~i=:v~~
NEW STOCK

. .so dose to great savings!

1996 SATURN, LOADED 4 CVL, AUTO .................... $4,995
2002 PONTIAC SUNFIRE, 4 CVL, AUTO, LOW K'S. $7,995
1998 JEEP CHEROKEE, NICE SHAPE .................... $5,995
1998 MAZDA PROTEGE, 4 CVL, AUTO, LOW K'S .. $6,995
1999 CHEV MALIBU,4 CVL, AUTO, 41K ................. $8,995
2004 CHEV CAVALIER
4 cyl, auto, only 27k........ $10,995

1991 PONTIAC SUNFIRE
CONVERTIBLE 111k ........$4,995

CASH FOR CARS!
Phone:

655·0611

car buyer on duty

Fax:

655.0612

1993 CHEV S-1 0 4X4
Auto, 131k........................... $5,995

PONTIAC TRANSPORT
Loaded, only 73k .................. $9,995
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Local court hears breach pleas
STANDBY
GENERATORS
7, 10, 12, 15 KW
Starting at

$3250.00

The

RENJAI.G
www.rentalstop.ca

#1·327 Rainbow Rd.

538·0388

Mark Clancy pleaded
guilty to impaired driving in
Ganges Provincial Court last
Tuesday, following a September 21 incident.
Court heard that Salt
Spring RCMP officers were
dispatched on September 21
at 10:21 p.m. to check out an
intoxicated man walking up
the road when they noticed
a mini van travelling well
below the speed limit, with
the brakes being tapped and
a signal light flashing.
They observed the driver
turn onto Bittancourt Road
with difficulty and thought
it might be a tourist who was
lost.
Then at 10:45 p.m., they
received a report of a mini
van on the grass of a home
on Bittancourt and discovered it was the same vehicle
observed earlier.
The driver was reportedly
unsteady with bloodshot,

COURT

DOCKET
glazed eyes and said he had
been drinking at the Legion.
Clancy, 51, blew .250 on
two separate readings and
was held in jail until sober.
With no previous record
or related incidents and several indications of Clancy's
good character presented to
the court, Judge Robert Higinbotham issued the mandatory minimum sentence of a
$600 fine and one-year driving prohibition.
In other court news, Robin
Schaefer was found guilty of
breaching a sentence related
to a previous mischief conviction.
Under terms of a sixmonth house arrest imposed
April 11, 2006, Schaefer is
allowed to attend employ-

ment, education activities,
medical appointments, counselling, approved recreation
activities and spend one hour
per day in the community for
shopping.
However , he was
observed walking with his
girlfriend on May 13 near
Island Savings in Ganges
and again on May 29 near
Purvis Lane.
The defendant claimed
that he had been to the bank
on the first occasion and was
visiting his father who had
come in on a boat and he
hadn't seen in six months on
the second.
His father stood up in court
and took partial responsibility for the incident as he had
encouraged his son to come
see him and didn't understand that he was breaking
terms of his sentence by
doing so.
Schaefer also claimed

he had not understood the
conditions clearly before
but now did and was taking
the restrictions very seriously.
Reports from his supervisor confirmed that his
behav iour before these
breaches had not been
particularly compliant but
since the incident has been
excellent.
The breaches were a
"wake-up call," she said, and
he is now obeying all the
rules and she is pleased with
his progress.
Higinbotham said a breach
of a jail sentence would normally mean fulfilling all or
part of the rest of his sentence behind bars, and that
would likely be the case if
it's breached again.
His original sentence has
now been extended by about
three months as a result of
the breaches.

Norwalk: worst appears over
Lady Minto Hospital staff
expect to reopen the extended
care unit (ECU) later today
(Wednesday) after conducting a "terminal clean" of the
facility earlier this week.
As of Tuesday afternoon,
only one of the ECU's 29
patients remained infected
with the Norwalk virus,
according to Bill Relph,
the hospital's manager of
patient-client care.
He said the infection rate
is a significant improvement
from the 13 cases reported
on Monday.
No new cases have been
reported since Friday and,
Relph added, it appears the
worst is over.
Once areas used to contain infected patients undergo a "heavy-duty cleaning,"
Relph said, there should be
little chance of the outbreak
taking hold again.

"It's getting better," he
said.
Patients experiencing nausea, vomiting and diarrhea
are being asked to remain
home until symptoms subside for at least 48 hours,
Relph added.
Access to the ECU
remained closed to visitors
on Tuesday afternoon following a Norwalk virus outbreak on December 10. Staff
could not confirm the nature
of the virus until the following Wednesday.
Staff members entering the
area must wash their hands
and wear gloves, masks and
gowns to help contain the
outbreak.
A temporary hand-washing station has been set up
at the hospital entrance for
all visitors and employees
entering and leaving the
facility.

Other sections of the hospital, including the acute
care unit, remain open to the
public during regular visiting hours, Relph said.
Norwalk is a gastrointestinal virus characterized by
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Symptoms persist from
anywhere between 24 and 48
hours. It is most commonly
contracted by hand-to-mouth
contact.
"It's a fairly self-limiting
disease," he said. "We are
taking the standard precautions."
Relph said hospital staff
would continue to implement precautions until the
end of the week unless the
situation takes a turn for the
worse. Relph said it remains
difficult to determine how
the infection entered the
facility.

If you think you have Norwalk . • •
Any community member
experiencing nausea, vomiting or diarrhea, should take
the following steps:
• Contact the toll-free
B.C. Nurse Helpline at 1866-215-4700.
The nurse will walk them
through some steps to determine the nature of their ill-

ness . Have your CareCard
number ready.
The maximum wait time is
20 minutes, so people should
not give up before then.
• If it's determined you
should go to the hospital in
an emergency situation, call
ahead to Lady Minto at 5384800 to advise you will be

coming in.
That way hospital staff
can isolate you from other
patients to minimize the
chance of spreading the
virus to others.
• In most cases people
with Norwalk virus do not
need hospital emergency
room attention.

Wakefield transferred to Lady Minto
I

Janette Grey joined in a toast of 'Merry
Christmas' to all at Heritage Place last
Saturday. Janette led the residents of Arbutus
House and Balsam House in an afternoon of

Christmas carols. The Resident Homemakers,
Sandi and Evelyn, outdid themselves, as
usual, with homemade Christmas goodies,
and a wonderful festive time was had by all.

Island cyclist John Wakefield is back on Salt Spring
Ish;md after spending the last
month at Victoria General
Hospital in Victoria.
As outlined in a frontpage story in last week's
Driftwood, Wakefield suffered numerous fractures
and related injuries when
he was hit by a vehicle as

he stood on the shoulder of wife Sheri.
"He is happy to be back
Upper Ganges Road with his
on the island and on his way
bike on November 22.
Last week it was hoped home," she said.
Wakefield is perhaps best
but not known if he would
be transferred to Lady Minto known locally as an admin' istrative assistant at Artby now.
Wakefield is happy to take Spring and coordinator of
visitors at the hospital daily Salt Spring's highly successbetween noon and 3 p.m. ful first Relay for Life held
and 6 and 8 p.m., said his in 2006.

Thank you for your
support in 2006.
Our Best Wtshes
fora
Safe and Happy
Holiday Season.
ree installation on orders over $1.000
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Located close to town, beach, and sailing club with ocean
views. Fully fenced and private 1.23 sunny acres. A rare
offering and priced to sell.
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HELPING HAMPER HANDS: Volunteers gathered at the Farmers Institute Sunday to pack Christmas food
hampers for island families in need. The hampers went out on Monday.
Photo by Derrick Lundy

Flu shots still available, says VIHA
The Vancouver Island
Health Authority (VIHA)
wants residents to know how
to obtain a flu shot once formal flu clinics wind down.
"It's not too late to get a
flu shot," said Brenda Nunns
Shoemaker, VIHA board
member.
.
"Once our scheduled clinics are .completed for this
year, there will still be plenty
of vaccine available by calling any public health unit or
your physicians office for an
appointment."
Influenza is a highly contagious respiratory illness that
kills thousands of Canadians
annually and sends thou-

sands more to hospital wards
with related complications
such as pneumonia.
There have been sporadic
cases of Influenza type A on
Vancouver Island since the
beginning of November.
"Please consider getting
vaccinated. Influenza can
lead to serious health concerns for many people," said
medical health officer Dr.
Mark Gilbert.
"Vaccination is the best
way to protect yourself and
the people you come in contact with."
Flu shots are safe, effective and free for anyone
65 years of age and older

as well as for children and
adults with chronic health
conditions, their household
contacts, health care workers, emergency responders,
healthy children aged six to
23 months and household
contacts and caregivers of
children 0 to 23 months,
pregnant women in their
third trimester, residents and
staff of nursing homes and
other chronic care facilities,
and people that work with
live poultry or swine.
VIHA received 225,000
doses of vaccine this year
to distribute to public health
units, long-term care facilities and to physicians offices.

Of this, north island
received 37,000 doses, central island received 69,000
and south island received
129,000.
People who don't qualify
for free flu shots can purchase vaccinations from
walk-in clinics, local pharmacies and most family phystctans.
To find out about remaining flu clinics in your area
visit VIHA's flu website at:
www.viha.ca. To find your
nearest public health office
check the blue pages of your
phone book or visit www.
viha.ca/finding care/facilities/.

Salt Spring included in phone scatn dial up
The "you've won a cruise" scam was "9" for more information about their
still dialling up islanders on Salt Spring alleged win.
as ofThursday, December 14. .
Kamhoot had read last WednesCarla Kamhoot was glad to have read . day's Driftwood piece about the scam
about the automated phone call trick and so knew not to respond, but she
where recipients are asked to press still worries about others who might

1111111111111111111111

Salt Spring Realty

not be aware.
"We have so many seniors on this
island and it's so scary," she said.
Salt Spring RCMP told Kamhoot to
phone the Driftwood about the incident.

·; ,

537-5515

www.saltspri(1ghomefinder.com
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Once again a beloved island tradition is in danger of failing or
at least missing a regular beat because its handlers can't do the
deed this year.
We're talking about the Vesuvius Beach New Year's Day Polar
Bear Swim, which is a quirky and highly popular event that's
run for many years. It's hard to say for how many years exactly
because it has reportedly died and been resurrected more than
once. (That's why you won't see it called the "umpteenth-annual" polar bear swim with any certainty.)
Ssplash, the indoor pool society instigated to raise funds and
lobby for an indoor swimming pool on Salt Spring, has organized the event with style for the past few years, taking over
from the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce, which capably
filled the void when the swim flopped some years back. But as
a chamber spokesperson casually commented last week, that
group's mandate is to support local business, not organize community events, so they're not taking it "back" from Ssplash.
It's unfortunate no one made the news public before this week
to ensure another group could grab the torch in time.
Ssp lash president Wendy Rosier has all the goods and instructions needed to make the 2007 swim fly and is certainly willing
to help, so it's not a matter of starting from square one.
If a group does come forth to spearhead the swim, one critically important thing to do is to contact the Driftwood by Friday,
December 22 so the time and costume theme details (if relevant) can be publis!J_ed in the December 27 issue of the paper,
which must be completed early due to the Christmas schedule
this year.
If the swim cannot be "officially" hosted this year, we're sure
a number of diehards will still make the treasured Jan:uary 1
plunge, keeping the tradition alive and kicking.
Or perhaps recent weather has injected enough polar beartype excitement in our lives for one year.
In any event, we at the Driftwood wish readers throughout the
islands and beyond a cozy, warm and safe Merry Christmas.

Smile Card wins in Graffiti's old versus new analysis
By AMANDA
SPOTIISWOODE

I am at a loss to understand the
objection people seem to be having with Thrifty Foods new charity Smile Card program.
Perhaps they just don't understand it, so since I have just signed
· · up Graffiti Theatre, and think I do
understand how it works (after
several phone conversations with
the community relations coordinator, and some initial confusion),
I thought I'd try and explain how I
see it. I'll compare the old system
with the new.
Old system: You signed up your
charity and were assigned a number. This was not automatic and
I'm assuming there were some
criteria for acquiring your number.
Presumably someone in Thrifty's

VIEW

POINT
made the decision as to who got a
number, and again I'm assuming
that the SS Pot Growers Association would not have got one.
New system: You apply (very
simple form) on behalf of your
charity. The space for charitable
number says "if applicable" so I
believe that you don't have to be a
registered charity. Someone from
Thrifty's looks at the application
and decides if your organization
gets to join the program.
Old System: You told everyone
what your number was and hoped
they remembered to quote it when
buying groceries. I know I often

forgot. One per cent of the total of
groceries purchased went into the
charity account.
New system: You give your organization's supporters Smile Cards
already coded with your number.
They "load" money onto the card
and use it to buy groceries. No
need to remember the number. Now
here's the big change: five per cent
(not one per cent) goes towards the
charity up to a pre-decided limit.
And that's on the "loaded" amount,
not on what's been spent on groceries. Maybe this is where the confusion has arisen. It does, admittedly,
seem a bit arbitrary as to what that
pre-decided limit is, but hey, give
the guys a chance to work out the
kinks.

Just to put it into perspective,
Graffiti Theatre has, over the 10

years of its existence, received
a total of $177 from the old one
per cent program, plus probably
another $2,000-$3,000 in donations, sponsorships and advertising. Many thanks go to Thrifty's
for their generosity in the past.
We have now been given a fundraising limit of $2,000 for this
year alone. I've done the sums
- if 15 people put $100 per week
onto their cards, we will have our
$2,000 in 26 weeks,ju,st in time to
start production of our 2007 show,
The Tempest. The till receipts will
tell the card holders when the goal
has been reached, they can use up
any remaining cash on the card,
and start using a card from another
organization. Or, they could carry
two or three cards from different
organizations and use them alter-

nately. In any case, the program
costs the cardholder nothing; the
charities (or groups) benefit to the
tune of five times what they did
before and everyone comes out a
winner. What's the problem?
I say - many thanks to Thrifty
Foods for being such a good corporate citizen and supporting the
community in which they do business. They're not actually obliged
to give anyone anything.
P.S. If anyone would like to help
Graffiti Theatre reach its fundraising goal and support our 2007 outdoor theatre production of Shakespeare's The Tempest, please give
me a call at 537-1283 and I can
issue them with a Smile Card.

The writer is executive director
of Graffiti Theatre.

Studies show nutritional suppletnents claims aren't startling at all
By ERIC BOOTH

Given the reviewer's credentials, I found Dr. R.M.
Preshaw's book reviews of
Dr. Michael Colgan and
Sam Graci's latest works to
be quite incredibly narrowminded, condescending and,
worst of all, misleading.
While us ing terms like
"startling claims," "self-styled
experts," "wackyworldoffood
supplements" and "two local
gurus," Dr. Preshaw states:
"As of 2006, all attempts to
reduce cancer incidence by
nutritional supplementation in
randomized trials have been
unsuccessful."
That statement may have
been true when Dr. Preshaw
went to medical school, in
an era when some doctors
actually promoted smoking, but it is patently false
now, as is evidenced, for
example, by Laval University Cancer Research Centre's
published report this year in
the International Journal of

IN

RESPONSE
als have shown, unexpectedly, that su-p plementation
with selenium or Vitamin E
is associated with a reduction of prostate cancer risk
... . Our findings support the
hypothesis that chemoprevention of prostate cancer
can be achieved with nutritional doses of antioxidant
vitamins and minerals."
Further, just published
in the Review of Urology
(Winter 2006): vitamin D
deficiency increases the risk
for prostate cancer while
sunlight exposure is inversely proportional to prostate
cancer mortality.
However, ifl am to believe
Dr. Preshaw's claims, I
would be wasting my money
supplementing with Vitamin
E, selenium or Vitamin D

, ~_.....__

•
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when there is not enough
sunlight for my body to produce enough Vitamin D.
The reality is there are
many peer-reviewed reports
and studies suggesting
reduced cancer risk is linked
to higher dietary levels of a
wide spectrum of nutrients.
Not much more than 10
years ago many doctors denigrated the importance of
antioxidants, essential fatty
acids, calcium, Vitamin D,
etc., as trivial pursuits in the
health game. New York has
just banned trans-fatty acids.
Has there been double-blind
placebo-controlled studies to
show the ingestion of these
substances increases cancer
risk? Not that I am aware
of. Would Dr. Preshaw suggest then it's OK to eat trans
fats because no randomized
study has definitively shown
a connection to cancer?
How far we've come, and
yet so far to go in understanding the complex chem·- ~

c.
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As Preshaw also well science and common sense.
For Preshaw to use his creknows, any study looking at
the efficacy of a nutrient(s) dentials to strongly suggest
is dependent upon, (among the idea of taking nutritional
many variable factors) the supplementation is "wacky"
dosage being tested, the or ineffective flies in the face
molecular form of the nutri- of the majority of his colent being tested, the length leagues' current advice on
of the trial and pre-existing the effectiveness of nutricondition(s) of subjects . tional supplements for a
Add to that the long latency wide array of health conassociated with the develop- cerns. Statistics indicate the
ment of most cancers, and majority of GPs today themit is extremely difficult to selves take supplements of
some kind, and prescribe/
"prove" anything.
Studies which test, as an advise their patients suppleexample, the efficacy of ments like calcium, Vitamin
120mg of Vitamin C a day D, Vitamin C, Vitamin E or
on cancer, or the common essential fatty acids.
I therefore humbly suggest
cold for that matter, is the
equivalent of seeing wheth- before Dr. Preshaw pursues
er a single bucket of water a new "self-styled expert"
would put out a house fire. career in reviewing books on
Gee, it didn't work, so the subjects which he has evinext time your house is on . dently not been schooled
fire, don't bother trying to in, perhaps his time, talents,
use water to put it out. This research and jocular comkind of"conclusion drawing" ments could be focussed
among some in the scientific where they can do more good
community questions their than harm to the public's
t ... - ............ t,......:a ..... .

"'+ .......... L't~
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reviewing the positive effect
ofVitamin D supplementation
after gastric bypass surgery,
as reported by the American
Society of Bariatric Surgery,
November 2006, or, how
the "routine administration
of a supplement containing
oral calcium and Vitamin D is
effective in reducing the incidence and severity of hypocalcemia after total thyroidectomy" as reported in the
American Journal of Surgery,
November 2006.
Both Colgan and Graci
advise a multi-nutrient
approach to not only cancer
prevention, but prevention
of the myriad of degenerative disease we are faced
with. More power to them
both in continuing to share
with us their experience,
knowledge, research and
good advice on health.

The writer is a local realtor who has also studied
and sold nutritional supple'I'JIJnMt
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We asked: Why do you shop locally at Christmas?
•'··c--:'"·•·:-.·-.1
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Don Watt
Willo Chamberlain
Michael Lowel
Perry Booth
Sherrie Windsor
To help give back to the The people, the personality I just like to keep the island Because I always leave it to Because it's handier and I
and the prices. It beats taking going, since this is where I the last minute.
like to support businesses on
community.
the ferry and paying for gas. live.
the island.

Letters to the Editor
Forward
thinkinPs

Ganges nee s ~ffordable
housing and more pedestrian
facilities. Free parking in the
village is essentially a subsidy for traffic congestion,
local air pollution, and elimate change.
Why then is the Murakami
affordable housing project
required to provide 34 parking spaces for 27 housing
units when the site allows
for only 12 parking spaces?
Why not instead require covered, secure bicycle storage?
Alternatively, membership in the Victoria Car
Share Coop would provide
residents with access to a
new fuel-efficient car, which
would take up one parking
space, not 34.
Affordable housing projects within walking distance
of services and employment
do not need the added costs
of providing parking for
cars that potential residents
apparently do not even own.
Please, let's have some forward thinking and less pandering to the automobile.
ELIZABETH WHITE,
Vesuvius Bay Road

Simple
solicitation
I am delightedly viewing
evidence that class will tell.
In this case, the class emanates from Stephen Lewis
and the Stephen Lewis Foundation, whence I have just
received the most impressive
fundraising mail-out I have
seen in many a year. It presents no evidence of any spin
or any image or any pressure
and consists of one printed
postcard with an eloquent
picture of an African grandmother and children on· one
side and a simple, straightahead message in the other.
Progress and hope are
reported and the ongoing
need is stated and continued
support urgently requested.
There is no graduated list of
suggested amounts and no
list of categories in which
one's name can be printed in
some publication. No suggestion of competition or
of an appeal to snobbery or
keeping up with (or impressing) the Joneses. This outfit has sent me no address
labels, key chains, pins or
badges, note pads or T-shirts

that don't fit that I'd not wear
if they did fit.
I can assume that every
dollar I've sent has been
spent in furthering the cause
for which I intended it. This
simple card, I am sure, is
about as cheap a choice as
possible, conserving both
funds and paper. It is in
wonderful contrast to the
fat, glossy, pushy bundles
that clog my mailbox incessantly.
It is also a welcome
change from phone calls at
suppertime featuring rude,
bullying callers presuming
to dictate whether and how
much I should give to a certain cause when they don't
know whether I'm on Easy
Street or on my uppers.
The Stephen Lewis Foundation effort is a polite,
respective, dignified and
economical mail-out.
Other charities and certainly all political parties
could learn a great deal by
studying it. I hope that it
will enjoy an overwhelming
response from many who,
like me, are prepared to send
more when they see evidence
of careful stewardship rather
than profligate waste of what

has already been sent.
Anyone who has received
about 10,000 address labels
in the past few years is aware
that anything that seems
to work for one charity is
quickly copied by others. If
this card gets an unprecedented response, its simple,
lean directness will be copied.
Think of the trees thus
spared.
DONALDA MACKENZIE,
Park Drive

Library
housing
I have just read with
some dismay the difficulties the Murakami project is
experiencing because of its
inability to meet the parking
requirements under the official community plan (OCP).
Let us remember the
Murakamis are trying to
help the homeless and near
homeless folk on the island.
What plausible reason
could there be for barging
ahead without having a solution on the parking issue in
place? What credible lender is going to finance this
project when at the end of

construction there will be no
revenue stream.
Tenants willing to pay will
not be allowed into the building, for without the parking issue resolved, there will
be no occupancy permits in
place. Clearly the Islands
Trust and Capital Regional
District hear the footsteps of
taxpayer dissatisfaction in
our current form of government, or are they suffering
from cranial vapour lock?
Their "build it and we
hope to find parking" scheme
smells a lot like "let's buy a
tennis bubble and then try to
find a place to set it up."
There is a solution. Let's
call this affordable housing
project a library. The project would then not need
to meet the OCP parking
requirements. Scrutinize
the proposed expansion of
the downtown .library, and
you will find that our local
governors are not asking
the library to meet the very
same parking requirements
that they are squeezing from
the Murakamis.
So with the housing project known as a library, the
homeless could have the
same concession on parking

and be able to move in with
occupancy permit in hand.
BLAIR HOWARD,
Salt Spring

Sensational
choir
On December 2, the
Vancouver Men's Chorus
performed Making Spirits
Bright at ArtSpring.
It was the first time ever
for this group on Salt Spring.
Hopefully they will be back,
as the group is, to put it
mildly, sensational. They
have given concerts for over
25 years, and it certainly
shows: the professionalism,
energy and skills of the men
are remarkable.
The program included
traditional Christmas and
Hanukkah songs, many compositions by Canadian artists,
and a few amusing surprises.
Should they return to Salt
Spring, we highly recommend their show to all who
enjoy an uplifting evening of
amazing entertainment.
SCOTT MERRICK,
North End Road
LINDA KOROSCIL,
Love My Kitchen
MORE LETTERS A 10

Erskine tidbit stuck in provincial government info clog
I've got a piece
of news that should
really be the core of
a story in this week's
Driftwood.
BY GAIL SJOBERG
It has nothing to
with a scandal or
government mismanagement or police
The Mount Erskine lands purwrongdoing, or that unexpectedly chased by the Salt Spring Island
hot topic in December- grocery Conservancy after a successful
store charity programs.
fundraising campaign last year,
It's just a benign good news and possibly some of the adjastory that should have been in last cent Crown lands, have been
week's paper, actually. The rele- designated a Class A provincial
vant provincial government order park. We already knew the lands
in council was reportedly depos- would become a park - that was
ited on December 1. I heard about announced last year - but the
it on December 7 and I've been Class A part is spiffy because it's
waiting for a public affairs bureau the highest form of protection
(PAB) call since last Monday.
that can be granted to provincially
Since it involves the provincial owned/controlled lands.
government, I have to wait for the
What it means is that people
official "news release." The local who hoped to recuperate from
parties involved aren't supposed the butt-busting climb up the
to blab the good news, so I've mountain at a new Mount Erskine
been referred to the Integrated Soothe-D Spa-Lounge Resort
Land Management Bureau and will be disappointed. We also
then over to the deep dark pit of shouldn't have to fret about the
the government's PAB.
government issuing mining or
I can at least-tell you this much. logging permits up there.

OTHERWISE

This incident connects directly
to something I love to complain
about: trying to get information
out of government agencies.
While the Campbell Liberals
promised to create "the most open
and transparent government in
Canada," a Freedom of Information (FOI) workshop and panel
discussion I attended in Vancouver this month illuminated how
that just isn't the case.
· Co-sponsored by the Campaign
for Open Government (COGA)
and online journalism site The
Tyee, the event showed how the
public information access line
has become increasingly plugged
in recent years. COGA members
range from civil liberties and environmental groups to public service unions and the Canadian Taxpayers Federation. You can read
the COGA report called Access
Denied: The B.C. Government's
Response to Freedom of Information Requests, 2000-2005 and find
out more about the campaign at
www.opengovernment.ca.
The whole FOI session was a
real eye-opener for me, and also

outlined how to navigate the freedom of information system in B.C.
without spending thousands of
dollars on a single request. There's
a few things I'd like to test out in
the new year. Who knows. It might
turn up a scandal or two. Or even
a long-lost press release about
Mount Erskine Provincial Park.

by/phone the Driftwood office.
In the event of a disaster or
other major news, we are prepared
to replace the "done" front page
of the December 27 paper. However, unless it's something like a
sinking ferry, it will likely be on
our website at www.gulfislands.
net instead. I'm hoping for a few
******
headline-free days, and wish the
In case you miss the little item · same thing for all of our readers
about this elsewhere in the paper, over the holidays.
******
I want to clarify deadlines for the
next issue of the Driftwood. Since
This was the year I was detereven adrenaline-addicted news- mined to send out cards with perpaper staff relish the odd holiday, sonalized messages of appreciawe're finishing our December 27 tion to all the people outside of the
paper on Friday, December 22 so Driftwood office who make my
we can have a few consecutive job such a pleasure. That would
days off, including Christmas Day. especially be our regular contribThat means-we really need all utors; others who come through
submissions for that issue in hand in a pinch to cover a certain event
on Thursday afternoon, (although or provide a much-needed photo;
we could probably accommodate and all the intelligent, co-operasomething late-breaking by noon tive, understanding, passionate
on Friday). If you have a letter to and often amusing people I deal
the editor, a What's On calendar with throughout the year. Since
item or any news tidbit that you my plan clearly failed, I'll just say
want in the December 27 issue, now that I truly appreciate your
please send it to me ASAP at contribution to this crazy process.
news@gulfislands.net, or drop You know who you are.
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More letters
Tamar's tale
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What a week!
When one thing goes
wrong, more go wrong.
Someone said "in threes," so
I gather we have had our fill
for the moment. Having boat
access only to Bold Bluff,
my daughter and I face challenges that most islanders
don't encounter.
1. Our dock lights don't
work and we are coming to
the darkest nights of the year.
This makes it challenging to
come home after 4:30 p.m.
The dock rubbing against
our piling broke the electrical wiring right in half at the
low-tide mark!
2. Our trusty seaworthy
boat with its 150 hp Yamaha
engine, almost brand new,
has gas leaking into the oil
and we left ifat the Burgoyne
Bay government wharf to be
towed to Duncan for repairs.
This happened during one
of the stormiest weeks we
have had!
(And the repair fellows
don't want to to risk the high
seas!)
We were stuck with driving our little open Boston
Whaler in the raging storms.
And what an insanely scary
trip I had one day fetching
the chimney sweep!
3. Our basement flooded
four feet deep. Hey! It's a
swimming pool down there!
All our organic pesto and
Lisa Lloyd's raspberries and
strawberries, and all the soup
I've made are floating in the
pool that fills up as fast as we
can pump it out! The freezer
and fridge tipped over! The

water went to the top of our
washer and dryer. Of course,
our furnace is out.
The four-foot flood
occurred overnight! Never
in the 13 years ofliving here
have I encountered such an
exhausting challenge. Thank
heaven my daughter was
here to help me! We fetched
our salt water fire pump and
carried it up to our house. It
washeavy!
'
We fetched the fire hose.
Oops·, the battery was dead.
We had to turn off our power
as we could get electrocuted
with all the live wires under
water in the basement. So we
went to our neighbour Gay's
house, to charge our battery.
It was getting dark.
Meanwhile, we fetched
a battery from our tractor. ,
Now it was pitch dark and
. the worst windstolm was
predicted for Thursday night.
We couldn't pull the cord.
No amount offemale muscle
(ours) could do it.
Desperate, we phoned the
only man in the narrows, our
neighbour, Aubrey, across
the narrows. He was exhausted from playing Santa at
the Tillicum Mall and from
being under their house all
day fixing broken pipes. He
came anyway! And fortunately, we were in the calm
before the storm.
Aubrey simply turned the
electric start switch and the
pump started! We offered
him chocolate cake and discovered it was mouldy. We
delivered him back across
the narrows before the
storm hit and pumped half

the water out. (The intake
wouldn't reach more).
By Friday morning the
water had risen another four
feet.
Saturday we got a sump
pump and it is barely keeping
the flood at bay. The water is
creeping up bit by bit.
Disaster? Extreme weather? Did anyone read David
SuZUki's article in last week's
Driftwood?
This is scary! We heard
another north end island
house flooded seven feet in
its basement. What can we
all do?
TAMAR GRIGGS,

Bold Bluff

Safe in
new home ·
We recently purchased
a home and moved to Salt
Spring. During the three
months it took for all of the
pieces to come together we
encountered many obstacles
that threatened to derail the
transaction.
We wish to send a bouquet
of flowers to realtors Jan
MacPherson and Ed Davis,
who worked together with
skill and patience to bring
this to a satisfactory conclusion.
Then there was the move!
Meticulous planning resulted
in the moving van arriving
on the island the Monday of
the giant snow storm. Some
of our friends from Vancouver said it was an omen; but I
seriously doubt some higher
power would inconvenience
half the province just to send
us a message.
The driver of the moving
van declared that he was
going back to Vancouver,
with our furniture. A frantic
search ensued to find a place
to store our stuff, and Russ
Crouse generously offered
us the bowling alley~ A giant
bouquet to you Russ.
Now all we needed to
do was wait for the snow
to melt, the power to be
restored and our new neighbour Brad Bompas to come
over with his chain saw and
remove several limbs that
were blocking the driveway,
and finally we could move
into our new island home.
Glad to be here.
DENNIS FORTIN and
VICTORIA SKINNER,

Salt Spring

More Thrifty's
Talk about interesting
times for Thrifty's! I suspect
its personnel were as sur-

prised by the island's reac- to support when I top up the
tion to the announcement of card.
the changes they made to
There are now literally
the donation program as we -thousands of cards on the
were to the announcement island, with more to come.
itself.
Each card has a total of 25
Perhaps it would have digits that must be recorded
been better for Thrifty Foods in case it is lost.
to have telegraphed its intenIt is either that, or keep
tions and asked for commu- your transaction: slips. Withnity feedback before making out the encoded information,
the changes.
we lose our cards and we
Now that Thrifty's has could lose our money. Smile
made these changes, can Cards are cash.
Thrifty's still improve the
Some have commented
program? Absolutely, and that Thrifty Foods can run
I am sure they will, even the program any way they
though they may be reluc- like, and this is true. Howtant to make changes in the ever, let us not forget that the
short term.
balance on our Smile Cards
Regardless of what hap- is also a loan to Thrifty's
pens, we can be sure of one at zero interest cost, which
thing. Thrifty Foods' com- Thrifty's can use in their
mitment to the support of operations as they like.
our community remains as
It is a free loan, wherestrong as. ever. After talk- as the bank would charge
ing with them, I also believe 6.5 per cent or more. So,
they are prepared to learn we Smile Card participants
from their experience.
are, in a small way, Thrifty's
I would be inclined to run financial partners, and perboth programs in tandem, haps Thrifty's acknowledges
and then make the necessary this by attaching a five per
changes along the way, the cent rate to the Smile Card
idea being to keep the best program, whereas the Comfeatures and discard the rest. munity Chest rate was one
The Community Chest per cent.
program was inclusive.
The other big concern
Every charity was a winner many of us have is that the
and everybody who shopped Smile Card program creates
at Thrifty's, whether they · winners and losers.
paid in cash or by debit,
Not every project gets
credit or Smile Card, could accepted. This leaves many
help Thrifty's support a char- of us asking what will hapity of their choice and feel pen to the _smaller charities
good doillg so.
_
that don't qualify for the
Now, those shoppers who new program and desperatedo not use a Smile Card and ly need the support? I have
who want to continue help- asked this question and been
ing Thrifty's support chari- reassured that anyone in this
ties can no longer do this. category should get in touch
The only way to continue with Thrifty's and they will
giving in this way is to shop
see what they can do.
at GVM and Thrifty's may
Whatever we may think of
want to give this one some
the
changes, I have no doubt
thought.
that
Thrifty Foods' people
Yes, the Community Chest
program was large and a lit- have their hearts in the right
tle unwieldy but, over time, place. They want to do the
it could have been reviewed, best they can for us. They
and the list revised and are prepared to listen and
they are prepared to learn.
refined.
One change that could be We cannot ask them to do
made straight off would have more than this.
So, let's give them our
been to ensure that charities
could have benefited from continued support and the
and shoppers supported one time they need as well as our
program or the other, but not constructive ideas to help
them improve on what they
both.
The Smile Card program is are doing. That is the least
also a little awkward as well. we can do for a company
Personally, l find the Smile that has been, and will conCard convenient but I don't tinue to be, a most generous
want more than one, and I corporate citizen.
want to be able to choose ROGER MIDDLETON,
which charity I would like Salt Spring

'Tfze .Ytng[ican Parish
ofSaft Spring Isfand

CliristnuJs Services _,for 2006
Sunday, 17th December, Advent III
9:30am Holy Eucharist at All Saints'
II :30 am Holy Eucharist at All Saints'
4:00pm Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols for Christmas at All Saints'

THE CEDARWOOD INN & SUITES
9522 Lochside Drive, Sidney BC V8L 1N8
www.thecedarwood.ca
info@thecedarwood.ca
reservations 250 656-5551
toll f ree 1-877-656-5551
fax 250 656-1551

• Executive suites feature
jetted bath tubs
• Enquire about our off-season weekly
and monthly rates

For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given:
and the government shall
be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God,
The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.
-Isaiah 9:6

Sunday, 24th December, Christmas Eve
10:00 am (BCP) Matins at St. Mark's
4:00pm Family Eucharist & Blessing
of the Creche at St. Mary's
II :00 pm Midnight Mass (BAS)
of the Holy Nativity at All Saints'

Monday, 25th December, Christmas Day
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) at St. Mark's

We're giving away the ultimate
Christmas Gift•••
$1000.00 in travel dollars!
•
•••
••
•••
•
•

• Bring someone home to Salt Spring
•Treat yourself to a trip!
• Treat someone else
Trip provided by The Driftwood and Uniglobe
(arrangements must be made with Uniglobe)

• Plus two cash prizes of $250.00 (Salt Spring Currency)
• Weekly prizes of Salt Spring product baskets!

DriftWood

Shop at any of the
participating businesses
in the Driftwood Gift Guide
and enter ·to win .
CONTEST CLOSES
FRIDAY DECEMBER 22

~-~

~

U\11\LDBE.

J

All natural, island made, no filler, artificial flavours or colours
Salt Spring's only store featuring locally made chocolates and horne made Gelato!

537-4434

.,

Great Locally Made Gifts
Lots of Stocking Stuffers

Gift with Purchase
Our gift to you...

c•~-•;~•--Jt

'

r-r:tar~e.:~-

with your $25 purchase
of cosmetics or
fragrances ... receive
a set of glass candle
holders with tealights.
Live well with

I$ :t6\1 ~ $t\1t

DOWNTOWN 537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.
UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6/ SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11·5

Gift Baskets starting under $15.00
Pints of Gelato $5.00
Gelato Gift Books
Special Holiday Sale
5 Gelatos for the price of 4

~

••
..

eclectic,
tasteful, fun
from
our cottage
to your home

•

cottage, home and garden
134 Hereford Ave., Salt Spring Island
5381975

Oh, the weather outside is frightful,
but prices at Sports Traders
are so delightful!!

·~~ HUGE MARK DOWNS

STORE·WIDE!!

Footwear and Clothing
ALL

20°/o • 70°/o OFF
Woof! Woof!

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!
Best wishes from
Santa and Gidget the reindog

/

*********************************+*•*

~ 20°/o SALE CONTINUES ON . ~
ic

~ic
•
•

~

•••and_he knows where to get it --at:

••
•
+:
+:

Ll THE
,
YOUR llfw.•
Sweet lingerie, Designer Jeans, Belts,
Fabulous Shoes, Gorgeous Tops, Scarves,
Jewelry, Perfumes and more ...

:

J_. ~ · :. ~··~;-_ • Art supply sets
._u

.~
' ""-;·

,: ., • Oberon leather &
- ~ pewter gifts

104 MCPHILLIPS AVE. • 537-2812 • OPEN TILL BPM DEC. 21, 22 & 23

This gift delivers
52 weeks a year

As a Christmas bonus,
here's a discount
when you renew by
December 29.
• 1 year subscription:

SAVE $5.00
$47.50-$5.00 = $42.50 + GST $2.55 = $45.05

1.9Utre POT wilh lid reg $92.49 .......... 15547 FRYPAN 20cm reg. $69.89.............. ..
18Utre POT wilh lid reg. $106.50 ........ $6317 FRYPAN 24cm reg. $102.49 .............. S6J 47

l----

MOUAT'

AN--D MOREl!m;
•
.- .• -_
---\Home
..-.~--

~mhaldwate

i .•

<f,l'f!l.

*
!
*
*

• Chinese silk items
• Check out the
50% off racks
~

Salt Spring Books

104-149 Fulford Gonges Rd. (in Gosoline Alley)
(250) 537-1234

*
~*
*

• 2 year subscription:

SAVE $10.00
$95.00- $10.00 = $85.00 + GST $5.10 = $90.10

**
*
***'
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OCP focus groups roll up sleeves
By GEORGE EHRING
The next phase of the
review of our official Community Plan (OCP) is underway.
Six focus groups have
begun to meet, and to determine the priority issues facing the community.
As a reminder, the six
focus groups are: Economic Sustainability, Jobs and
Tourism; Environment; Fulford Harbour; Ganges Village and Ganges Harbour;
Population, Housing and
Settlement Patterns; and
Potable Water.

TRUSTEE

REPORT

tant process.
Focus groups have been
asked to present their preliminary reports to the community for comment at public meetings in early April.
Then they will consider
the public feedback and submit a final set of recommendations to the Local Trust
Committee by the end of
April.
If you would like to provide input into the focus
groups at this early stage,
We were
there
are several ways to do
delighted that
so.
we had over 90
It's best if you would put
your thoughts in writing, so
responses, but
they are on the record and
that was more
can be circulated as required.
people than we
You can mail these to the
Trust office at 1-500 Lower
could include if
Ganges Road, V8K 2N8, or
we wanted to
e-mail them to us at: ssiinkeep the groups
fo@islandstrust.bc.ca.
Another priority issue for
to a manageable
us is the soil deposit and
size.
removal bylaw, which has
had quite a bit of coverage in
In addition, the Farmers the Driftwood.
I'm very glad that the conInstitute and Island Natural Growers are working tractors have formed an orgatogether with the Ministry of nization and begun to meet
Agriculture and the Trust to with members of the comdevelop ari Area Farm Plan, munity, because of course
and another group under the they are the people with the
umbrella of the local Earth best knowledge of how the
Festival Society has formed system really works.
This is a complex issue.
an Energy Strategy Task
People want foundations
Force.
All will make recommen- dug for their holises and they
dations about amending the want their gravel driveways
graded.
current OCP.
I don't think we want to put
To establish the six focus
groups, the Trust advertised in place a regulatory process
for people to express their that interferes too much in
that kind of normal activity.
interest.
We were delighted that we But people also don't want
had over 90 responses, but their residential neighbourthat was more people than hoods turned into mines,
we could include if we want- gravel pits, or blasting areas,
ed to keep the groups to a and none of us wants the dismanageable size.
turbance of dust, noise, and
In order to select the heavy truck traffic.
' participants, we brought
We also have an obligatogether the members of our tion to protect against soil
Advisory Planning Commis- erosion, the loss of topsoil,
sion and chairs of the Trust's and the disturbance of waterother advisory committees.
sheds and drinking water
They went over the entire
lakes.
list, and decided upon the
And we need to look long
members of the groups.
I think it's important for term at this issue. As more
the community to know that homes are built - we've
Peter Lamb and I did not been averaging about _lOO
hand-pick the members of new houses a year on the
island - more residential
the focus groups.
neighbourhoods
are estabThe Chamber of Commerce had expressed an lished.
That puts more pressure
interest in having a representative on each of the focus on finding the rock and other
groups, and everyone was aggregate we need in places
certainly willing to accom- that aren't close by to residences.
modate this request.
As I said, it's a complex
(No other group asked for
issue, and I'm very glad that
or received this privilege.)
It's great to see the .inter- people are coming together
est and enthusiasm of the to try to find a solution that
members of the groups as balances the various conthey begin their discussions. cerns.
The Trust's Governance
It's a big commitment, with
a lot of challenges, and we Task Force has been meetreally appreciate everyone's ing on a regular basis since
participation in this impor- March. Peter and I are com-

Jea&On&!h .
ruuJ~gJ~
~~ef'tlu&paw~·

the Woods,
the Suttons,
Marilyn Snook,
the Coe/Porters
and the MacQyeens

LANDSCAPING SALTSPRING SINCE 1973
537-4346 • gardenfaire@saltspring.corn

mitted to trying to convince
the provincial government
that Salt Spring Island should
have more representatives on
Trust Council and a larger
Local Trust Committee.
To do this, the Islands
Trust Act needs to be amended. In June, Trust Council
unanimously recommended
that Salt Spring should elect
more people, the first time
a commitment like that had
been made.
The province has insisted
that a thorough policy analysis be done, so the Trust has
now put out a tender for a
consultant to begin work on
this in January.
Our goal is to see that in
the elections of 2008, Salt
Spring is entitled to more
elected representatives.
The Trust has also taken
steps to re-allocate more
resources and budget to Salt
Spring.
One indication of this is
that we have now received
more senior staff time from
Victoria, so that our office
doesn't get bogged down
during the OCP review.
Other internal changes are

underway, as the Trust continues to review its corporate
structure.
I'm also glad to note that
the Local Trust Committee has adopted the bylaws
necessary for the Murakami
affordable housing project
on Rainbow Roa<i to go
ahead.
Work will begin to renovate the site in January. Yes,
there are still some challenges regarding parking, but I
am hopeful that these can be
worked out.
It is truly a remarkable
gift that Richard and Rose
Murakami have given to our
community.
One other group of people
also deserve our thanks. I'm
thinking of the hydro crews,
who worked day and night
for eight days after the big
snowstorm, and long hours
again after last week's high
winds.
They do a great job for
us, in dangerous and harsh
conditions.
Finally, Peter and I would
like to wish you all a very
happy holiday season, with
best wishes in the new
year.

CONVENIENT VILLAGE LIVING

This easy-care, attractive townhome located
in Kingfisher Cove is designed with a spacious
living area, main BR with a walk-in closet and ensuite, plus a second
BR and BTH. This light-filled home has three skylights, a wood-burning
fireplace, private patio, utility room and attached single-car garage. All this
is within easy walking distance of shops, restaurants and the ocean!

$429,500
Creek House Realty Ltd.

./-C8 R
~

~

164 Funord Ganges Road
Salt Sprtng Island, BC, VBK 2T8
Phone: 537-5553
Toll Free: 1-888-608-5553

www.realestatesaltsprlng.ca

PHYLLIS BOLTON

Stock No. 2128 2006 BMW M Roadster, lnterlagos Blue with Black Napa Leather

Premium Package
List Price: $75,895*

Selling Price: $65,888

Stock No. 2101 2006 BMW M Roadster, Titanium Silver with Carbon Black Leather

Premium Package, Navigation Package
List Price: $77,695*
Selling Price:

$67,888

Stock No. 2057 2006 BMW M Roadster, Black Sapphire Metallic with Black Napa Leather

Premium Package, Madeira Walnut Hi-Gloss Trim
List Price: $74,795*
Selling Price: $64,888
• Includes height and POt. For I1'IOf8 information, please contact VICtoria BMW. Offer expires December 31, 2006.

ANNE MILLER
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Merry Christmas &
:~;~:Happy New Year·~·~

from
~.~
Gulf Islands Upholstery
and Carpet Care

r-.~

FIRE DRIVE:

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Gulf Islands Upholstery
& Carpet Care
537-4944

Mark Wyatt,
left, and Dave
Melanson
drive the Salt
Spring
Volunteer
Firefighters
Association's
vintage fire
truck at the
hall in Ganges.
Photo by Derrick Lundy

ing and cheerfulness in the
face of the recent Norwalk
outbreak. You are indeed a
remarkable group of women
and men. Your co-workers

RANT
RANTS
Keeping your holidays
merry and bright
Even though our offices and call centres are
closed on December 25, 26 and on January 1, 2007,
our emergency crews will be on hand 24 hours a
day to keep your holiday bright In the event of an
emergency, call 1 888 POWERON (1 888 769-3766).
For general inquiries you can call 1 800 BCHYDRO
(1 800 224-9376) Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. except for the dates
mentioned above.
We wish you a safe and happy holiday.

BChydro m
www.bchydro.com
A06-521

FOR

GENERATIONS

To whoever took the brown
donation box off the counter
of the Lady Minto Hospital
Auxiliary Thrift Store last
week, we would really like to
have the box returned - no
questions asked. It is a hurtful thing that you did, and
we hope that you realize that
monies earned by the Thrift
Store go to the health care
facilities on the island. Our
volunteers work very hard
and do it for the hospital.
Also on Monday morning,
many rants to whoever left
all the donations at the side
of the Thrift Store building.
When we arrived on Monday
morning, the bags had been
opened and left. The items
had been rained on and the
donations were put into the
garbage skip. We are really
sorry that people do not consider their actions by leaving items unattended. We

have asked so many times
that donations be left during store hours only. Please
have a thought as to what
you are doing. Thrift Shop
Committee
A rant goes out to the person or persons who removed
two sawhorses from the front
yard of my home on Lower
Ganges Road. These horses
do not belong to me. They
are on loan from a friend
who needs them for his
work. Please return the two
sawhorses. No questions will
be asked. Bill Leckie
To the person who stole
a non-functional deep fryer
from the Salt Spring Inn.
It's unusable and unsalable
- every scrap dealer will
report it if it shows up. So,
call us or tell us where to
find it. C. Drummond, SS
Inn construction site, 537-

9339
A big bunch of sour grapes

to the heating oil company
that advertises "same day
delivery" but ignored a
Brinkworthy senior's request
for oil for two weeks even
though she was already
a customer on "automatic
delivery" and was nearly out
of oil. John Bracher

There just is no praise high
enough to thank the hydro
and road maintenance and
fire and rescue and emergency response and water
and telephone crews and
anyone else who put their
own safety and comfort at
risk to keep the rest of us
safe during these relentless
storms - and all the rest of
the time too! How can we
possibly thank them? Rachel
Jacobson
To the phenomenal staff
of the extended care unit for
their skill, dedication, car-

Pink Christmas roses to
the 1st Salt Spring Brownies
who made Christmas table
centres for our dining room.
Artistic arrangements of
greenery and colour. From
the residents of Meadowbrook
You deserve these roses!
Thank-you so much for finding my lpod and putting an
ad in the paper. I owe you
one. Merry Christmas from
Jake (and his Mom)
A budding lotus to Trinlay
at Esso garage, who clearly exemplifies the Buddha
nature with his loving kind
service and respect for all
beings. Boy, could we who
call ourselves Buddhists
learn humility from him.
Thank you, Trinlay.
A big bouquet of roses to
Scott, Bruce, Bill, Michael,
Mark, Jim and Doreen for
maki:{lg the GLOSS! holiday potluck party so cheerful, tasty and fun! Thanks to
everyone who came along
to celebrate, especially the
newcomers! Season's greetings. DR.
Many thanks to Nicholas
for keeping McGill and Winteringham roads cleared of
snow.

ShOPPing list:
.........................

I

THEGANGESVILLAGEMARKET APRICOT ROAST TURKEY
Short cuts to cooking for one or two @ with Sarah Lynn, 2006
Oven Cooking Bags: Cooking bags were first introduced in 1990. The bags are made from an

0 One 10 to 15 lb. turkey
extraordinarily strong polyester film named and registered as Mylar®. Mylar film is heat resistant and
has excellent insulating properties. Often used in solar cooking, oven cooking bags make preparing a
0 Look® cooking bag
turkey a breeze for the busy kitchen cook-no basting is necessary and you have a shortened cooking
time. The shortened cooking time is because the oven bag provides a more even cooking method
0 Olive oil
allowing the heat to circulate within the bag. Preparing your turkey in an oven bag is an easy and delicious alternative to
the traditional roasting method. Easy: Clean up of the turkey pan is a snap; all you do is throw away the bag. Delicious: This
0 Salt
is a moist-heat cooking method producing a juicy, tender bird. Oven cooking bags can be purchased in the paper goods
0 Black pepper
section at the Ganges Village Market. Why not try roasting your favorite turkey recipe this easy and delicious way?
....•.........•....•...............................................•.................•..
OPaprika
Preheat oven to 350°. Remove giblets & rinse one 1G-15 pound turkey, fresh or defrosted. In a small bowl make a paste
of 4 tablespoons olive oil. 1 teaspoon salt. 1 teaspoon cracked black pepper. 1 tablespoon paprika. 1 tablespoon
0 Garlic powder
garlic powder. 1 tablespoon dried sage & 3 tablespoons apricot (or orange) jam. Rub turkey all over with spice mixture
0 Dried sage
(under the skin too if desired). Place seasoned turkey, in a Look® cooking bag (the brand GVM stocks) breast side up in
a large roasting pan. Stuff cavity of the bird with 1 seedless orange quartered. 1 onion quartered. & 8 cloves whole
01 orange
peeled garlic. Pour 1 cup apricot nectar (or orange juice) into the bag. Close the Look® bag & make six to eight small
0 Garlic
slits, approximately 1/2 inch long in the top of the bag to allow steam to escape. Bake according to directions for the size of
your bird. Remove drippings for gravy. Let set for 15 minutes after cooking time is complete. Remove from bag & carve.
01 onion
Corne and try thts wonderful dtsh at
......
• This Thursday 1 :00 - 5:30 pm
GANGES VILLAGE MARKET
• This Friday 11 ·OO am _ 6·00 pm
0 Apricot (or orange) jam THE
FOOD DEMONSTRATION
.
.
0 Apricot nectar
GANGES
(or orange juice)

VILLAGE MARKET

An armful of red roses
to the wonderful owners of
Calvins. What a generous,
delicious finale for our Sagittarians lunch.Thank you
for helping to make it a most
special occasion. The Roland
Road Sagittarians
Roses to George Horel
and Gordon Lee for plowing
our driveway and checking
our trees during the recent
storms. Thank you for keeping us safe! Piles of poinsettias and wonderful wishes
to Ganges Village Market,
"Lindsay Low" at Salt Spring
Soapworks, Harlan's chocolates, SS Coffee Company,
the Royal Canadian Legion,
Rita Dods, Anna and the two
Hannas, Gwen Denluck and
Marion De La Franier and
especially all our children
and families. Thank you
for your generous contributions that made our Christmas Caper a success. Merry
Christmas! The board and
staff of Salt Spring Island
Daycare Society
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What is climate change, anyway?
By CHRIS DIXON

Well, Virginia, that's a long
story, but here goes ...
Once upon a time millions
of years ago, many parts of
the world were covered with
lush, steamy jungles and
huge swampy areas.
The sun shone down day
after day, year after year, and
the trees and jungle plants
grew quickly and happily.
There were so many trees
and plants growing and living and dying that thick layers of plant material formed,
kinda like compost, only verr-ry deep. Over many centuries, layer upon layer of plant
material piled up, and the
stuff at the bottom started
to get squished. Remember
that these layers were very
thick, and took a long time
to build up.

GREEN

SPACE

feel warm is the same energy
that the trees feel, and they
use that energy to grow bigger. You could say that trees
are made out of sun energy,
and you can feel that energy
coming back out whenever
you burn a piece of wood.
So, if a tree can store
sunshine its whole lifetime,
think about how much energy there must be in a hundred trees!
Then think about millions
of trees, all sprouting and
growing and dying and falling in the same place for
millions of years, making a
big pile of sun energy that
slowly gets squished under
We haven't done more trees and eventually
ends up looking like coal or
much to change oil.
Now think about burning
the way we burn
up millions of tons of oil and
carbon and
coal, and then think about bilcreate carbon
lions of tons. That would be
dioxide, because at least aka-jillion trees! We
humans built machines like
we all love using trains and ships and furnaces
the machines that and cars and tractors and airplanes that all had one thing
cause it.
in common.
They burned coal or oil
to make them go. We built
Because of the pressure of so many of them, and used
more and more stuff piling them so much, that we have
on top, coal and oil began to already burned up enough
form, buried deep under the coal and oil to equal a milground. By the time humans lion years worth of sun enerappeared on the scene, the gy.
layers of plant goop had
Imagine that - storing
been compressed for mil- up sun energy in a ka-jillion
lions of years.
trees, for a million years, and
We clever humans learned then burning all that energy
to dig or pump the goop out in one lifetime.
of the ground, and found
Trees store the sun's enermany ways to use this won- gy in something called carderful new stuff. For some bon.
folks, it showed up just
When a tree is burned, the
in time, because they had fire gives us heat, and somealready used up much of thing called carbon dioxide
their forests! Mostly, we which floats away with the
burned it - we found that smoke. Because the oil and
it was a better fuel than plain coal we burned came from
old wood. Of course we trees, we made a lot of carnow know that each lump of bon dioxide. Really a lot.
coal or blob of oil was made Some of the carbon dioxide
from lots and lots of wood came back down to the earth,
squeezed tight.
and was absorbed in various
Now, Virginia, think about ways, but the amount that
how the sun feels on your stayed up in the air increased
face. It is lovely and warm, rapidly.
but too much is uncomWhy? Because we've
fortable, because the sun's burned up a million years
energy is so powerful. Think worth of saved-up carbon in
about how hot your face 50 years or so, and all the
would feel if you stood ir the carbon dioxide had to go
sun for a million years!
somewhere!
The energy in the sunIt's called a gree~house
shine that makes your face gas because of the way it acts

in the atmosphere. As the
amount of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere increases, it
changes the way sun energy
moves through the air.
A hundred years ago, a
lot of the sun energy that
reached the earth was reflected back into space, because
the atmosphere allowed that
to happen.
Today, some of the sun
energy that used to bounce
back into space is trapped
by the extra carbon dioxide
in the air. Our atmosphere is
acting like a big greenhouse,
keeping energy in, and making the earth warm. Warmer.
Warmer!
The process is called global warming, which sounds
kinda nice- but it isn't. As
the planet warms up, bit by
bit, things start to change.
Places that were covered
with ice and snow are now
bare earth, 'cause the snow
and ice has melted.
Places that were important
for growing food have dried
up, because they are warmer
than they used to be, and the
rain has moved somewhere
else.
People and animals that
have lived in the same place

and in the same way for
centuries have either moved
away or starved because
their land and their lakes
have dried up. That process
is called climate change.
It means that pla'ces that
were warm are getting hot,
places that were cool are getting warmer, and places that
were always cold are starting
to melt.
We have known for a long
time that these changes are
happening, and we know
that the carbon dioxide we
make with all our machines
is the reason for the changes.
We haven't done much to
change the way we burn carbon and create carbon dioxide, because we all love using
the machines that cause it. It
is a problem!
And so, Virginia now that
you understand what climate
change is, and what greenhouse gas and global warming means, I hope that you'll
tell all your friends about it,
and start thinking of ways to
get all these machines turned
down before things get really
really hot.
And Virginia, if you see
Santa Claus, please tell him
we're sorry.
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TURKEYS, FRESH
GEESE&DUCK
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Automatic -~ .....:..Home Standby Generator
SECURITY & SELF-SUFFICIENCY
- quiet - clean - sale - convenient
• High efficiency wood, gas fireplaces & stoves
• Heat pumps • Furnaces
• Power generators • Gas piping

..

520 long Harbour Rood • 537-9252 • open 10-5

STUDY AND WORK
CLOSE TO HOME
Coming to a Community Near You

To become a
Community Health Worker

To all the

Greenwoods
volunteers,
We wish you a peaceful
and joyous Holiday and
a prosperous New Year.

From Greenwoods
Eldercare Society

Be eligible for a job paying nearly $20/hr

Call today 604-877-0690
. DRAKE MEDOX COLLEGE
www.bcdrakemedox.ca

I

I

GREENWOODS

ELDERCARE
SOCIETY

~. •'·
Monday· Saturday
8:30am - 5:30 pm
Sunday Dec. 24th
9:30am- Spm
Monday Dec. 25th C.LOSED
Tuesday Dec. 26th CLOSED

The perfect little getaway starts at just $69.*
It's value season at Accent Inns - the
perfect time to escape to your fuvourite
BC destination. Enjoy the best of
the season: the sights, the sports, the
shopping - or just kick back a11d relax.
At the end of your t>erfect day, your
spotlessly clean room,
bed and our friendly staff will be
•
waiting for you. See you soon!
•

H

Accent
Inns_
comfym.
.
qualjty ~it counts

Wednesday Dec. 27th
8:30am - 5:30pm
Monday Jan. 1st CLOSED

1-800-663-0298
accentinns.com
canadian owned and operated.

~Rates

... to give our staff and their
an opportunity to celebrate the
season

vqry by Joca:tiQfl. Based mt double occupancy. Valid weekend$ only to March 31, 2007.
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PREFABRICATED ROUND HOMES
Unique designs • healthy • sustainable

~
www. mandaI a homes. com

537-4331 • 319 Rainbow Rd.

MARKET SANTA: Kerry Lee sets up at the Centennial Park Saturday market site to sell her Falcon Farm dill
pickleS last Weekend.
Photo by Derrick Lundy

New conflict uproots
$1000.00 REWARD Galiano forest review
For information leading to the arrest and conviction
of the thieves that stole our brass propeller

This prop was given to us by a very close friend, the late
"HERC ROLAND" and it means a lot to us...

ROSS & JO ·MciLVENNA

538-0999

By SEAN MCINTYRE

Driftwood Staff
Efforts to broker a compromise between forest lot
owners and the Islands Trust
on Galiano Island have come
crashing to a halt after facilitators stepped down from the
process early last week.
"In our view, the way to
proceed with the review is to
put aside historical disagreements and polemic habits
that encourage long-winded
speech-making, and simply get to work ...." wrote
facilitators Stephen Foster,
Nancy McPhee and Gordon
Sloan in a joint letter to the
Galiano Island Local Trust
Committee last week.
"We do not think this will
be possible in an atmosphere
where there is so much distrust of the facilitators, nor
in an atmosphere that falls
short of complete support
from the trustees."
Speaking at a November
town hall meeting, members of the Galiano Forest
Lot Owners Association

No itch. No prickle like traditional wool.
Moisture management. Warms and cools your body
by absorbing and releasing moisture vapour.

1

Insulation. Millions of tiny air pockets in the fibre lock
in, body heat when you need it.
·
Breathable. Fibres breathe as well as the fabric.
No odour. Naturally anti-microbial. The current record
for non-stop wear is 196 days.

••Important
considerations
get shunted aside
as people engage
in age-old
interpersonal
acrimonies.
jealousy about
economic
opportunity and
competing
values.••
- Letter from
facilitators
(GFLOA) voiced concern
that McPhee's links to the
Galiano Club, along with
Foster's ongoing attempts to
rezone a forest lands property, made them unfit to act
as facilitators.
The debate over what
landowners can and cannot
do to their properties has
swayed back and forth since
the Islands Trust imposed
zoning restrictions prohibiting construction of principal
residences on forest lots in
1992.
The majority of forest lot
owners contend rezoning
conditions, such as handing over 75 per cent of their
property to the Galiano Club
(and with the Galiano Conservancy Association holding the covenant) for "sustainable management," are
unfair, illegal and a violation
of their rights as property
owners.
Three property owners
with cases before the courts
face possible eviction from
their land for failure to comply with Islands Trust zoning
regulations.
Facilitators said longstanding feuds between
island residents are holding
up the process to find a compromise between the owners' rights and the protection
of resources on parcels of
land covering nearly half the

"Important considerations
get shunted aside as people
engage in age-old interpersonal acrimonies, jealousy
about economic opportunity and competing values,"
reads the facilitators' threepage Jetter. "The harsh public discourse strongly points
to how conflict on Galiano
has been normalized."
In an interview following
the facilitators' resignations,
Brodie Porter, an Islands
Trust regional planning
manager, said he stands by
his decision to appoint the
team in spite of the public's
concerns.
"The conflict of interest
could be interpreted in a
number of ways," he said.
"I saw no evidence of any
problems from a legal standpoint and any sense among
participants is a judgment
call."
Porter said he is currently examining the Islands
Trust's options and the result
will ultimately depend on
the provincial government's
willingness to continue
funding a facilitator-based
process.
Galiano trustee Roy Smith
said the facilitators' decision
to step down does not mean
the process has reached an
impasse.
He was skeptical about
selecting new facilitators to
appease concerns.
"My estimate is that the
facilitators would have done
their level best but that
doesn't change the public's
perception," he said.
A likely scenario, he said,
will see himself along with
Galiano trustee Michael
Sharp and Trust committee
chair Gisele Rudischer fill
in for facilitators after the
Galiano local trust committee's next meeting on January 10.
"There is a limitation on
how this can go on until it
runs in with other island
business and we have almost
reached that wall," Smith
said.
He is confident final recommendations will be eadY
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Building inspection user fees upped
By GARY HOLMAN
CRD Director
Currently, taxpayers from
the three electoral areas
(EAs) in the Capital Regional District (CRD), including Salt Spring, contribute
$234,000 per year to cover
costs of building inspection
for all types of construction.
While this is down from
about $307,000 in 2002 ,
taxpayers still cover about
30 per cent of the building
inspection function over and
above building permit revenues. There is justification
for some taxpayer support
becau~e in rural areas, building inspection offices play
a broader community role
such as fielding information
requests. In 2004, EA directors agreed to a cost recovery
target of 90 per cent.
The increases recently
implemented by the CRD
results in an 80 per cent cost
recovery rate. The new fee
levels are comparable with
those charged within other
municipalities in the regional district, and will result in a
higher degree of cost recovery from larger, more.expensive homes and commercial
projects.

Water districts
CRD staff have secured
provincial planning grants
to examine the drinking
water treatment and distribution systems of the North
Salt Spring Water District
(NSSWD) and the Mount
Erskine Water Society.
Such studies are necessary
to identify system upgrade
needs and costs as a precur-

CRD

REPORT
sor to an infrastructure grant
application and becoming a
CRD utility.
Water treatment upgrades
are also being planned for
Cedar Lane , Cedars of
Tuam and Highlands water
districts, which together
received a total of $1.3 million in provincial grants
earlier this year. Infrastructure grant applications will
also be made by CRD at the
end of January 2007 for the
Mount Belcher Water District and residents of North
Beach Road.

Water council
At its December meeting, the Salt Spring Island
Water Council endorsed the
NSSWD proposal for aeration of St. Mary Lake.
It is unlikely that aeration
will eliminate potentially
toxic algal blooms, but there
is technical consensus that
it will reduce phosphorous
loading from lake sediments,
which account for an estimated 60 per cent of the limiting nutrient for the troublesome blue-green algae.
With other management
measures, aeration could
help reduce the frequency of
algal blooms. Oxygenation
of deeper lake waters will
also benefit other natural
values such as fisheries.
The first meeting of the St.
Mary Lake watershed plan
steering committee was also
held. Terms of reference and

membership, initial work have arguably contributed
tasks and a working agenda to the problem, also has an
for the next meeting in Janu- important role to play. By
ary were determined. As one all means keep the pressure
of its first work tasks, the ·on locally elected officials to
committee will review the help with solutions, but do
Cusheon watershed plan. not forget our provincial and
The St. Mary Lake steering federal representatives and
committee also has endorsed agencies.
the aeration proposal.
Snowstorm
In light of recommendaresponse
tions by the water council
A debriefing meeting on
and the St. Mary Lake watershed planning committee, our recent snowstorm was
I will be supporting a con- held by emergency planning
tribution of $20,000 in gas coordinators, RCMP, Emertax funding, for the purchase gency Social Services and
of aeration facilities. This BC Ambulance.
A number of issues were
comprises less than seven
per cent of the cost of these raised, but it was agreed that
facilities, and about two per ·emergency operations bencent of the total gas tax rev- efitted from lessons learned
enues which will accrue to in last year's storm.
Neighbourhood pods
Salt Spring by 2009.
organized by the emerHomeless facilities gency planning group also
A funding proposal for a played an important role in
homeless shelter and transi- this year's event. Concerns
tion housing on Salt Spring involving agencies such as
has recently been submitted MOT, BC Hydro, VIHA and
to B.C. Housing by the Com- Telus will be taken up by
munity Services Society. David Gibbs, recently hired
The proposal was prepared emergency planning coordiby a consultant jointly hired nator for the CRD. However,
by the society and through it should be understood that
my administration budget. the responsibilities of these
This is the second proposal agencies extend well beyond
submitted by Community Salt Spring. All of our emerServices, and early indica- gency responders deserve
tions from B.C. Housing are
our thanks and support.
not encouraging.
I will be taking a break
We can do more as a com- from Christmas until the
munity to address this issue New Year. Please e-mail me
and CRD Regional Hous- at directorssi@crd. bc.ca
ing Trust Fund support for with any comments on this
the Land Bank's Grand- report. For information on
ma's House is a start. But CRD services, contact the
the Province, under whose local building inspection
jurisdiction this issue also office (537-2711) or call toll
falls and who.se policies free at 1-800-663-4425.

Merry
Christmas

ana a
Happy

New Year
Pam Ellacott, Sheila Twa
and Staff

Salt Spring
Garbage Services
.

537-2167
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Bigfoot Herbs
KEN & PAT BARNES

537-4466
104 Eagle Ridge Drive

ARE YOU TIRED OF ALLERGIES?
STUFFINESS? CONDENSATION?
NOISY BATHROOM FANS?
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...can solve these
problems for you.
Quiet comfortable,
and continuous
fresh air
year round.

Van Unen • 538-0100
• HEATING •VENTILATION • H.R.V:S • FLASHINGS •
165 Eagle Ridge Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C. VBK 2K9
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MISSING
"OUR MISSION
IS TO UNITE
RIGHTFUL
OWNERS
WITH THEIR
PROPERTY."

Each year an estimated $15 million
in money and other financial
property goes unclaimed by BC
residents. Some of it may belong
to you. Whether it's missing wages,
an overlooked credit union account
or proceeds from another source,
the British Columbia Unclaimed
Property Society is here to help.
We are a not-for-profit organization
created to administer the unclaimed
property program for the Province
of British Columbia. Our mission is
to unite rightful owners with their
property. Our website contains
useful information as well as an
easy-to-use searchable database
of deposits we hold.

t:NCLAIMED
PROPFRfY

SOCifiY

To find out if we are holding money
that belongs to you, please go to
www.bcunclaimedproperty.bc.ca

GULF

!~LANDS DRIFTWOOD

'Group 6' ferry islands hardest hit
By STACY CARDIGAN SMITH .

Driftwood Staff
When the Coastal Ferry Act (CFA)
was signed in 2003, the provincial government reorganized B.C. Ferries, now
known as British Columbia Ferry Services Inc. (BCFSI), moving it away
from direct government control.
The CFA requires BCFSI provides ferry services at the same level
as before, but with different funding
arrangements, and to do so over a specific contract term.
The first contract term expires in
March 2008. It is now time "to see
how this new and bold legislation has
worked in practice for islanders," writes
Bob Jones, chair of the Salt Spring
Island Ferry Advisory Committee, in a
report to the Driftwood.
It is also time for ferry users to give
input on what the second contract term,
or "performance term 2" (PT2), will
hold.
So that fares will not increase astronomically for PT2, islanders must contact their MLAs, said Jones.
But before they do so, it is important they are familiar with the situation. (See Page A21 for Jones' input
on issues that should be considered
by the government before fare levels
are set.)

CFA. Group 6 routes have seen fare
increases ranging between 33 and 48
per cent since the inception of the CFA,
with most increases- arising from fuel
surcharges.
The CFA allows fares to increase by
4.4 per cent annually for minor routes
during the first contract term.
However, BCFS has been allowed
further increases due to the high cost
of fuel.
Jones said this cost will have to be
implemented into the PT2 fare structure, estimated at $3.4 million for
Group 6.
The CFA also requires that the amortization costs of new construction to
ships and terminals be treated similarly. Several minor route ships are in
disrepair, and newer ships transferred
to Group 6 will carry an amortization
charge.
The rebuilt vessel going to the Thetis/
Kuper route will cost $12 million. The
amortization will be spread throughout
the 16 routes that make up Group 6.
The total population serviced by these
routes is 60,000 people.
Despite these cost increases, the CFA
requires the service fee be reduced
over time. That means the public could
end up paying a lot more if people do
not lobby government to increase the
amount it contributes.

It is now time 11 to see
how this new and bold
legislation has worked
in practice for
islanders.~~

-Bob Jones
The CFA separated BCFSI into
major and minor routes, with the major
routes being the profitable ones from
the mainland to Victoria and Nanaimo,
and the minor ones being all the others
Traditionally, funds from the major
routes supported the minor ones, but
the CFA eliminated this cross-subsidization and instead replaced it with a
"service fee" paid by the government.
The service fee is negotiated between
BCFSI and government prior to the
commencement of a contract term (or
performance term). PT2 starts in April
2008. The government requires proposals from BCFSI stating potential service fee levels by March 2007.
For the three routes that service Salt
Spring, the service fee covers between
50 and 60 per cent of the total cost of
the ferries.
These three routes form part of a
group referred to as Group 6 in the

Ferry schedule changes benefit Salt Spring
but could hurt stnaller islands' econotnies
a scheduled arrival time of
11:50 p.m.
Driftwood Staff
The new schedule will see
A 12-week trial run that the Galiano sailing added to
will see earlier ferry depar- the Salt Spring route. The
ture and arrival times for the sailing to Mayne, Pender
Friday night Tsawwassen- and Saturna (via transfer)
Southern Gulf Islands sail- will depart Tsawwassen at
ings is good news for some, 4:10p.m., arriving at 5:20
but quite the opposite for p.m., 5:55 p.m. and 6:05
others.
p.m., respectively. The boat
After lengthy discussions will then return to the termiwith regional ferry advisory nal to pick up Galiano and
committees, B.C. Ferries · Salt Spring traffic, departing
recently agreed to give the Tsawwassen at 8:15 p.m.,
new schedule a trial run dur- and arriving on Galiano at
ing the upcoming shoulder 9:10p.m. and Salt Spring at
season, from April 9 to June 10:05 p.m.
Tanya Macdonald, presi27, 2007.
With the current sched- dent of the accommodations
ule, the Queen of Nanaimo group representing about
leaves Tsawwassen on Friday 110 accommodation providnights at 6:30 p.m., deliver- ers on Salt Spring, is happy
ing passengers to Galiano, ' with the changes.
She describes the new
Pender, Mayne, and Saturna
schedule as "more hal(via transfer), by 9:30p.m.
It then returns to Tsawwas- anced."
sen to pick up Salt Spring"For tourism and accombound passengers, with a modatiort providers that
departure time of 10:25 and have had to wait for people
By STACY
CARDIGAN SMITH

coming in at midnight and at
some times after midnight,
it's a real benefit as it allows
guests to arrive at a better
time," said Macdonald, who
runs Always Welcome Bed
and Breakfast.
Perry Ruehlen, executive
director of the Salt Spring
Chamber of Commerce,
also sees benefits to the new
schedule.
"It's a very welcome
change;'' said Ruehlen, especially for visitors who had
to find their places to stay
in a strange environment in
the dark.
She added it's also better
for locals who won't have to
arrive home or pick'people
up at such a late hour.
But for residents on
Mayne, Pender and Saturna,
the change means potential
economic losses.
Priscilla Ewbank, partial
owner of the Saturna General Store, said not only will
the change affect tourism,

but also weekend commuters.
The 4:10p.m Tsawwassen
departure means travellers
will have to leave Vancouver at 3 or 3:30 p.m., cutting short their work day and
pulling kids out of school,
said Ewbank.
"It will have a large economic effect. It will have
a devastating effect," she
said.
Although these changes
are a trial run, Ewbank fears
they will cause a lot of damage during the 12-week
implementation, and are a
signal of what's to come.
"B.C. Ferries and Salt
Spring might think they're
trying this out, but nothing
[tourism-related] happens
here until April [so the timing doesn't matter]," said
Ewbank.
She added weekend commuters might choose to sell
their places because of a lack
of accessibility.
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Our Office will be closed on Dec. 22,
and will re-open january 4th, 2007
hank you to a{{ our customers
for your_patronage this year. e
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We wish you and yours a very
Merry Christmas and a year
of hea{th and hayyiness in 2007.
§y{e &' Sam 'Keating
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Aiming to keep fares down
By STACY
CARDIGAN SMITH
Driftwood Staff
West Coast ferry advisory committees (FACs) are
working to ensure ferry fares
do not increase astronomically after 2008, following
meetings with B.C. Ferries
and provincial government
officials.
The Salt Spring Island
Ferry Committee (SSIFAC)
met with a representative
from the Ministry of :rransportation in November and
with B.C. Ferry Services
Inc. (BCFSI) president
David Hahn and executive
vice president Rob Clarke in
early December.
According to Bob Jones,
SSIFAC chair, the best way
to ensure "Performance
Term 2" (PT2) fare increases are minor is to lobby the
government.
"The community, through
their MLAs, are the only
people that can influence the
government, more so than
the ferry company [can],"
said Jones during a phone
interview last week.
"Everyone is 'going to beat
up on the ferry company, but
it's not really their fault," he
said.
·
In a paper submitted to the
Driftwood, Jones laid out a
number of points detailing
the grounds which advisory committees are arguing
should be considered for
PT2. These points have also
been argued in documents
prepared for the ministry by
both the 12 FACs and Islands
Trust.
Service fees and the
Coastal Ferry Act's (CPA's)
"inability to address the
unprecedented increase in
the cost of fuel" is a "major
flaw," writes Jones.
"Although the government
recognizes its responsibility to island communities

through the service fee, government declined to take its
share of the fuel surcharge,"
writes Jones.
The CFA calls for the service fees paid by the government to decrease over time,
but given the current fare
situation, it seems the exact
opposite may be necessary,
he said.
"Without a substantial increase to the service
fee, the fare structure will
increase so much that both
traffic and revenue will
decline," writes Jones.
"The CFA fails to take into
consideration the elasticity
of demand. The CFA would
have been more acceptable
had the assets of BCFSI
reflected that of a modern
transportation company.
This was not the case as the
current capital program of
BCFSI amply demonstrates.
To download many years of
neglect by successive governments onto the current
and future ferry users is simply not right."
The FAC paper argues the
need for the ferry system
linking coastal communities "to be supported as the
marine equivalent of a road
system."
"The Province ensures
that remote and mountain
communities are adequately
served through road transportation .. : A 'user-pay'
principle is not being applied
to these communities," said
the paper.
Although Jones concedes
some cost savings can be
made through operations,
he writes: "The main driver
in maintaining the current
level of service at a cost Gonsistent with changes to the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
is a realistic service fee paid
by government to BCFSI."
But in whatJones describes
as a "chicken and egg situa-

tion," the B.C. Ferry Commission has no influenct; in
determining the "realistic
service fee."
The commission determines a price cap, or maximum level to which a fare
can rise, for PT2. This price
cap must allow BCFSI to
remain financially viable
and continue to make capital
investments.
However, the provincial
government sets the service
fee and the ferry commission has no influence.
In addition, the service fee
sets the level of service that
can be provided and in tum
gives an indication of the
revenue.
To get around this impasse,
the commissioner sets an
initial price cap based on
current service levels and
service fees.
The provincial government
then decides "how much it
will 'top up' the current service fee and how much it
will leave to fare increases
and or service reductions,"
writes Jones.
"This is a purely political decision; neither BCFSI
nor the commissioner has
a direct role to play. So far
as the minor routes are concerned, the CFA has failed
in its objective of making
'fare schedules predictable'
and 'eliminating political
decisions,"' one of the CPA's
goals.
The government will
decide service fee amounts
between March and June
2007. It is extremely important islanders up and down
the coast contact their MLAs
and tell them that service
fees to minor routes must be
significantly increased for
PT2, said Jones.
For more information, log
onto the B.C. Ferry Commission's website at www.
bcferrycommission.com.
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Islanders Anna Callegari and Beth Gessinger are
fundraising to benefit several
direct-aid projects in Africa
Info: Beth · 537 -1592; or bethonssi@ hotmail.com
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3BAG

Sib Box
~
GET YOUR . FRESH
FRESH BRUSSELS SWEET nn'I'A'I'ftl"~
·b
AT RUSSELL'S!
1

Mini
Combo·
L

27¢

All3
ONlY

$4.

Holiday Hours
~

Fi:llo!lv

• WIND CHIMES
0/o OFF
REG
· ,' PRICES

25
.II

Regular hours: Tuesday- Saturday 10 am- 5 pm 349 Rainbow Road • 537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society.

The Right Part for Your Honda .. .Is From Honda
DISCOVERY

Honda·
Just North of Duncan on the Island Highway

1·800-673-9276
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 4:30pm

www.discoveryhonda.com

Other Retailers
2003 Civic Air Filter
$26.65 - $30.39
2003 Civic Cabin Air Filter $42.67 - $84.42
$8.99- $13.49
12003 Civic Oil Filter
-------------

1Otb Potato
5tb Carrot
3tb Mesh

-onion

RECYCLING DEPOT
'i'HuR'soAv

-------

Discovery Honda
$21.98
$34.96
1$8.18

.nunlll''l'. .

--------~--~--------------------------------~~--------------------------------------~-------------------------- -1

(Sports Schedule)
SOCCER NEWS
Next SSI Youth Soccer Association Referees' Meeting
Thurs., January 11, 2007 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Room S113, Gulf Islands Secondary School
Class 4 Referees' Clinic
Lochside Park in Victoria, Jan. 12-14, 2007
Una Pergaine at 1-604-299-6401
or go to bc_soccer@telus.net to register.
Class 5 Clinic will be held if there's enough interest
Contact Malcolm Legg at 537-4970 or
mlegg@ saltspringwireless.com to register.
All events subject to change

GAME ON!! SALE ON!!

Huge savings store-wide
All clothing & footwear

30°/o·70°/o OFF
Happy Holidays

of.t;,;(),t,
sPO~
:O...eLE NEW & usllP

islandsportstraders.ca
135 McPhillips Ave.
Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm 537-5148

and thank you Salt Spring for all
your support and local shopping.
-Joel, Tracey, Dylan, Brennan,
and Gidget (the Sports Traders shop dog)

The SPCA will be closed from

Thursday Dec. 21 ·Thursday Jan. 4
During that time the shelter will be
running on an

EMERGENCY ONLY BASIS
~ C?luM!maiJ & of

!7/0pp5 C!Vw 9je£U m of!/
To advertise in
this space call
Peter, Rick or
Tracy
537-9933
or contact

1 Water storage
Septic, sewage-holding
1 Ecological systems
1 Sewage-treatment plants, fi~ers
1

WE WELCOME VISA •MASTERCARD
I AMERICAN EXPRESS

PH:

sales@gulfislands.net

653·4013

-p~Q.Qg

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

IN EFFECT SEPT. 24, 2006 TO JUNE 26, 2007

Depart Fulford Harbour

6:15 am except Dec 25, Jan 1

7:50 am
9:50am
11:50 am
1:50pm
3:50pm
5:50pm
7:50pm

except ~n

I

Depart Swartz Bay

7:00 am
9:00am
11:00 am
1:00pm
3:00pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm

exce~t ~un &~c 1)1 J<m 1

On Dec. 25 &Jan 1only, service begins with a7:50am departure
)
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Senior
boys
slam
visitors
The Gulflslands Secondary School (GISS) senior
boys basketball team made
light work of the opposition
in a 72-21 trouncing against
Chemainus Secondary last
week.
"This was one of those
games where it can go either
way," said Scorpions head
coach Lyall Ruehlen.
"We could have played
down to their level to our
detriment or we could play
our own game and work on
a lot of things."
Fortunately, Ruehlen said,
the latter strategy prevailed
and the Scorpions turned
what could have been a
cake-walk into a learning
experience for themselves
and their opponents.
The team silenced Chemainus fans by taking an
early 30-8 lead after the first
quarter.
"From there we just pulled
back and worked on some
different offensive schemes
and defensive techniques,"
Ruehlen said.
"We tried to move the
ball and make it a learning opportunity for both
teams."
The 6-3 Scorpions will
be out of action until they
take on undefeated Brentwood Secondary when play
resumes in January.
According to Ruehlen,
the team has a lot of depth
and is ready to compete
with the best on Vancouver
Island.
"The kids are feeling
really good right now," he
said.
"As long as we stay clear
of foul troubles and help
our role players devylop we
should be in good shape."
Derek Tai stood out with
his three three-point shots
in the effort. Tavis Morton
scored his first basket of the
season.
Ruehlen said the game
gave high-scoring players
like Jordan Borth and Martin Lannan a chance to distribute the ball around to
their teammates.
· "Overall it was a team
effort," he said.
"In a way it was such a
lopsided game, we were
able to take our time and
spread out the scoring to
everyone."

UP AND AWAY: Gulf Islands Secondary School senior boys team player Jordan
Borth leaps over a fallen teammate for two points in a home game last week. The
local squad crushed Chemainus 72-21.
Photoby JohnCameron

Soccer teams look forward to
drier second half of season
A very busy fall session
has come to an end with
the fields being closed once
again due to the terrible
weather we have been having.
Fortunately the early part
of the schedules were played
and our technical director
Sue Spencer has kept all the
teams practising in gyms or
on fields .
All we can hope for is a
drier spring session with lots
and lots of sunshine - we
are owed it.
We will allget a welldeserved break now for
Christmas, but there will be
lots happening in the new
year, which I will try to highlight here.

Raffle
We held the draw for
the schedule on Saturday,
November 25 and the prize
winners should have all been
notified.
Our winning team was the
Boys U-14 who sold well
over 1,000 tickets and raised
over $800 for their team.
The $5,000 raised by the
players will greatly assist the
running of your program and
we must thank all the businesses who contributed to
its success and especially the
hard work of Francis Havelaar and Krishna Rodriguez
for their tireless efforts to
pull it all off.

Photos

What's On?
seepageB16

In late November the team
photos were successfully
completed, even with some
delays, and a special thanks
must go to Dick Davidson
for his hard work putting it
all together.

Schedulinl!.

8CX:LERROilliDUP
WITH MALCOLM LEGG

from December 18 to January 19 for youth teams (and
a week earlier for adult
teams).
I will have a new lock on
Portlock shed for nets/flags
and will distribute keys in
the New Year.
In January, B.C. Cup play
will affect league schedules
for teams that are competing
in this event and the league
will also start to assign
make-up games.
March will see District
Cup play begin, with draws
done in February.
Please remember that the
fields are closed throughout
the Christmas break. Only
practise on designated practice areas, and only if the
field is dry. There should be
no main field games.

Mini Program
The Minis will be in the
gymnasium for January and
this schedule will be provided to you by Sue Spencer.
At this time your executive
wishes to extend a Merry
Christmas to one and all and
hope everyone's New Year
will be special. So get some
rest and relaxation as the
soccer program will swing
into action with a busy and
hopefully drier spring session in January.

FIFA Youth World
Cup Tickets
We still have tickets for
this U-2 event bein!!. sta11:ed

Gold cost $165, silver are
$144 and bronze are $122
(over half the Gold are
1
sold).
These tickets cover four
game days and seven games
(three double-headers) to see
the world's best up and coming players.
You can buy these tickets
for yourself or purchase with
another person to share and
they would make an excellent Christmas gift.
For more info or to purchase, call Malcolm at 5374970 or mlegg@saltspringwireless.com.

Referees
Not much news here as the
refs have not had much to do.
In fact, one was complaining
of rust on his whistle. A few
items include:
- Next referees meeting
will be January 11, 2007,
6:30-8:30 p.m. in Room
S 113 in Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS). All
are welcome, even non referees.
- Class 4 clinic available
at Lochside Park in Victoria
on January 12, .13 and 14,
2007. Contact Lina Pergaine
at 1-604-299-6401 or go to
bcsoccer@telus.net to register.
- Class 5 Clinic - we
would like to hold one if we
get enough names. We only
have three to date. Contact
Malcolm at 537-4970 or
mle!H!:@.saltsnring:wireless.

-----·--··-···
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.Senior girls play hard at tourney.,
come up short., gain perspective
Tough competition at a
32-team Christmas basketball tournament in Victoria
last weekend left the Gulf
Islands Secondary School
(GISS) senior girls basketball team in the middle of
the pack with a 1-2 record.
Taking to the court Friday afternoon, the team set
off on the right foot early
on with a dramatic comefrom-behind win against
Richmond's triple-A ranked
McNair Secondary.
GISS head coach Tony
Mason said the team leapt
ahead with six unanswered

points off the opening whistle. Despite the strong start,
a failure to maintain pressure for the remainder of the
quarter had McNair not only
back in it but out in front by
10 points.
"We started out fast and
then fell behind," he said.
"After that, we slowly got
back into it"
Down by a single point
with one quarter remaining, Mason said, the -team
managed to find its stride.
With minutes remaining, a
strong final offensive push
and defensive stand helped

the girls pull off a 64-53 victory.
Coach Mason gave .a special nod to players Avery
Brown, Kayla Gromme and
Megan Cameron for their
outstanding performances.
The girls failed to make it
two straight despite a solid
defensive effort from Jessica
Harkema against tournament
finalists Lambrick Park Secondary on Friday evening.
Mason credited the 61-27
loss to "internal injuries"
that had players "running
in the wrong direction" for
most of the night

Youth teams take loss and tie
• After an on again off
again start, the Salt Spring
U17 girls gold team travelled
to Henderson Park Sunday to
challenge a well-established
Bays United squad.
The local girls - just
six months into a two-year
training program- played a
magnificent game with some
outstanding saves by keeper
Olivia Morgan.
The final tally was 1-0 for
the Bays, but the game could
have gone either way. The
girls travelled with only one
sub but the back four, centre
defenders Caitlyn Pal and
Monique Comeau, and outside defenders Sam Bowen
and Kaeli Dragomir, were
extremely strong with good
outside cle::trances to allow
the attacking squad chances
to equalize.
The newly-advanced gold
team has played exceptional-

their skilfull approach was
somewhat stuck in the mud!
And in a game of few clear
chances on goal, the match
could have swung either way
ly well and should be proud with one moment of inspiraof their efforts in the first tion.
half of this season.
Olivia Kornelsen pulled
We are looking forward to off a wonderful save, denygreat things from this team ing Peninsula a goal on the
as they are not only well talone time the opponents
ented but a well-disciplined,
broke through the solid Salt
cohesive and happy group.
• Salt Spring's U12 girls Spring defence, marshalled
had an early morning kick- superbly by Becky Mason.
The girls had their one
off on a muddy field against
chance
when Kimberley
Peninsula on December 9 _
Rothwell
powered for goal,
It seemed as though they
only
for
the
ball to get stuck
wished they were still in bed,
in
a
bog
as
she pulled the
as the time of day, the mud,
trigger
to
shoot!
the cold and the sheer size of
So 0-0 it was, and back
the opposition conspired to
home
for lunch!
distract them.

SOCCER

KICKS

Players have developed
a fast passing and running
game recently, but found that

Top bowlers stand out
Special Olympics bowling
results at the local lanes in
recent weeks were:
November 22: Mahjor
Bains, 153; Jason Newport, 158; Gloria Dale,
186-193.
December 6: Andrew Krizan, 140; Terry Swing, 145;
Gloria Dale, 14 7; David
McEachern, 153; Mahjor
Bains, 177-181; Jason New-

port, 178.
December 13: Jason Newport, 140-160; Terry Swing,
141; David McEachern, 141;
Mahjor Bains, 146-184;
Dominic George, ,151; Gloria Dale, 160-173.

Gulf Islands
Optical

We would like to
thank our customers
for their support
and to wish them and all
our friends a
Very Merry Christmas
and a
Healthy, Happy New Year.

For the
latest frame designs,
lenses & accessories.
Repairs and adjustments
in our store lab.
AT THE
LANCER BUILDING

537-2648

HIGH

ROLLERS

~~&:,
~ 117il1d

UN
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Home··Tbeatre & nuu•v
SALES & INSTALLATION

The Scorpions failed to
rebound in their final game
of the tournament against
St. Michael's on Saturday
morning.
"That really wasn't our
best effort," said Mason. "We
just had trouble. It was like
we all had butterfingers."
Despite the 48-39 loss and
missing the playoff round,
Mason said, the tournament
provided the girls with a
good perspective on what
they can do well and what
parts of their game require
work once regular season
play resu,mes in January.

Um, the owner and Mamee & Jake, the operators of T.L.C.
take-out comfort food wish to thank all our wonderful customers
throughout our first year. We will be closed December 23 to
January 7. Have a Merry Christmas! Soup's On again January 8.

L·
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•
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Hey Guysl
Do you still need to finish
your holiday shopping?

We know what
your girls wantl
Let us help you put together
a package of products that
she will ·love!

We will be open Dec. 24th 11 am - 4pm

A VEDA CONCEPT SALON

A VEDA

2103 Grace Point Square • 537-2700

CHRISTMAS COLOURS: Drew Curry hangs out with his best friend Kermit the
Frog as he seils his silver wind chimes at Centennial Park in Ganges. Photo by Derrick Lundy

More letters
Raising
awareness
My name is Stephen Kim
and I own a bike store near
UBC in Vancouver. I have
known John Wakefield for
about 12 years.
I have been fortunate to
have gone on some crazy
cycling trips with him to
Borneo in Malaysia , to
Moab in Utah and to have
had the _privilege of having
Sheri and John at my wedding in 2004.
I would like to say, as a
bicycle commuter myself,
it is extremely unfortunate
that people in motor vehicles don't realize that there
are cyclists that continue to
commute in these weather
conditions.
Some of us have no choice,
but most actually don't mind
if you have the proper clothing and bike set up (i .e.
lights, fenders).
As an advocate for cycling,
I have noticed the infrastructure for cyclists improving in
Vancouver.
The city is beginning
to recognize the needs for
cyclists by creating dedicated bicycle lanes, wider
shoulders and round-abouts
on certain streets to slow
down the traffic.

I understand that the roads
in Salt Spring wouid be difficult to create this, but are
there many cyclists on Salt
Spring?
If so, what is being done
to give cyclists more confidence in commuting on
your roadways? i.e. reflective cycling signs painted on
roads, reflective lights on the
roads for cars to see.
Anyways, I thought that
was a great [December 13]
article and I am thankful to
have my friend still alive. I
could only imagine how
tough it has been on Sheri
and their kids.
I was hit by a "motor vehicle years ago and suffered
similar injuries to John. I
can relate to what John has
in front of him with rehab
and recovery. Support of his
family and friends will definitely help him.
If anything positive can
come out of this, I hope
that p.eople in cars on Salt
Spring will slow down and
be patient! I know that John
would like to raise more
awarenes s on Salt Spring
with his unfortunate accident on sharing the roads
with cyclists.
STEPHEN KIM,
The Bike Gallery,
Vancouver

*Open Monday - Saturday 7:00am - 5:30pm
All proceeds to the 1st Ganges Scouts
* Local trees from on-island supplier

Melious Photograph.!;!
25 .!;tears expe rie nce of ha nd- made po rtraits a nd t1ne prinbng.
250 571-4449
mel•ousphotqg-aph!J.com
10% oft w•th thos ad
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Answers to Last Week's
CrosswordDenizens of the Deep
SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
Salt Spring Transition
House &Crisis Line
537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544 ·

Women's Outreach
Services
537-0717 or
toll-free 1-888-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
538-5569

'Transitions' Thrift Store
537-0661

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Please note:
The Driftwood office will be closed

Monday December 25
Tuesday December 26
FOR THE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27 ISSUE:
Display deadline: Wednesday Dec. 20, 4 pm
Classified deadline: Thursday, Dec. 21, 4 pm
Too Late Too Classify: Friday, Dec. 22, 10 am
The Driftwood is open

Wednesday, December 27
to Friday, December 29
8:30 am-4:30 pm

Order your Driftwood
gift subscription today.
It's a good read.

'"pP
with the purchase of one of the
listed items_the l.ll pot con be

~~rc~os~dfor $29 •97*
REG. $74.89
*Umited quanftty af 20

Cuisinox "Elite" is a line of three-ply 18/10 Stainless Steel
Clad Cookware which delivers an incredible value, great
looks & it cooks beautifully. The line combines highly polished
stainless steel exterior, a brushed stainless steel interior &
the superior heat conductivity of an aluminum core.

~~~::'.~~~~ S$547 ~o~!..~~~
reg. $69.89

~;;~,~~~-~~ . ~.~~ . $6 3 87

reg. $1 06.50

~;;~,t~~-~.~ . ~.~~···· $76 97

reg. $127.89

S4J97

~4~!.~~·~········ $61
97
.~o~!.~~·~········ $86

47

reg. $102.49

reg. $144.89

GREENWOODS GREENERY: Gladys Slingsby and Bert Underwood are seen in
front of a huge Christmas wreath at the Greenwoods Assisted Living complex.
Photo by Derrick Lundy

Iraq Study Group:
report and reality
By GWYNNE DYER

When an official American report talks about collapse in Iraq and catastrophe
sweeping through the region,
it~ sheer novelty after years
of denial gives it a certain
credibility.
Don't be fooled. The Iraq
Study Group's report is just
as unrealistic as all the other
plans for getting the United
States out of Iraq without
loss of face.
But don't assume that
some cataclysm is going to
shake the entire Middle East,
either.
It's just an American
defeat, not the end of the
world, and the wild talk about
chaos spreading across the
whole region is an almost
exact parallel to the "domino
theory" that held sway in the
United States the last time
it was losing a war, in Vietnam.
former US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright
once claimed that "We are
the indispensable country,"
but there are no indispensable countries.
There are some useful
minor advances over previous Washington doctrine in
the report, like the admission, finally, that almost all
the resistance fighters in Iraq
are local people - there are
only 1,300 "foreign fighters"
in Iraq, according to the ISG
-but there are no new ideas
in it.
Fair enough; as the newly
appointed Secretary of
Defence, Robert Gates, put
it, "Frankly, there are no new
ideas on Iraq." But re-arranging the old ideas won't work
either.
Build up the Iraqi army
and police? They are already
divided into sectarian units
that will not act against their

to help? Why on earth would
they, after being painted as
"rogue states" by Washington for the past six years?
Broker an Israeli-Palestinian
peace deal?
"Sure, with a Bush administration that has never dared
to put any pressure on Israel,
Hamas rejectionists at the
heart of the elected Palestinian administration, Lebanon
trembling on the brink of a
new civil war, and a largely
paralysed cabinet of discredited hawks clinging to power
in Israel.
In any case President
George W Bush, one of the
world's more stubborn individuals, will probably reject
any recommendations that
require abandoning his delusional optimism on the subject.
It is very unlikely that the
bulk of the US troops will be
out of Iraq before the next
US election in November,
2008. However, it is very
likely that they will be out
of Iraq six months later,
no matter whether the new
president is a Democrat or a
Republican. And what will
happen then?
Iraq faces more slaughter, although nobody knows
how much more. It might
just break up into three parts,
Kurdish, Shia Arab and
Sunni Arab, with only a few
tens of thousands of extra
deaths as the price of finally
dissolving the state that was
created almost ninety years
ago.
The Shia Arabs might successfully subjugate the Sunni
Arab minority, at a considerably larger cost in lives,
and retain loose links with
an entirely self-governing
Kurdistan. Or, most likely of
all, the entire country might

style civil war lasting for
many years and killing hundreds of thousands more.
Butthe broader predictions
of chaos spreading through
the region borne by refugees
and "Islamist terrorists," of
regimes toppling and ShiaSunni conflicts eruJ?ting
from Bahrain to Lebanon,
are probably wrong.
These dire predictions
are about as credible as the
old "domino theory." Just as
the US administration exaggerated its power to effect
change on the way in, so it
overestimates the harm that
it is likely to do by leaving.
And what if radical
regimes do seize power in
one or more of the major
Arab states?
Hard luck on the local people, of course, but even then
the United States doesn't pay
a high price.
_Oil is the only thing the
Middle East produces that
is of real importance to the
rest of the world, and it ultimately does not matter who
runs these countries (except
to their own people) because
even the most radical regimes
have to sell their oil.
Post-revolutionary Iran
is one example; Gadafy's
Libya is another. They must
have the oil income in order
to feed their people.
Whatever Bush does now,
it will all be over in another few years (except for
the Iraqis, of course). And
the interest level is already
dropping in most capitals as
people figure out that it will
only be a small, local disaster (except for the Iraqis, of
course.)
Gwynne Dyer is a Londonbased independentjournalist
whose articles are published
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C lock Repairs
Victoria
Budget Bridal
,.,! CERAMLC TILES '"'

.-.

HOME •
RENOVATIONS

Richard McCarthy
537-1665
538-2005 (cell)

Mark's Clockworks

Designer dresses
for brides on a budget

CALL

SHERRIE GALEY
--•~"'.!.~ 250 881 2128 (cell)

G

-

w
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• Licensed Transfer Station
• Scheduled Pickup
• Recycling Service

537-2167
""""""

FE~oon LANDsCAPEs
• maintenance

537-0746

No

job too small.
Some jobs too big.

O

ptometrist

IIIIPPI·NIN' PIIINTINll
Nin Gaudet

(250) 538-6225

.. ·.

Dr. Andrea N. Varju

FREE ESTIMATES

(250) 386·821 0

..··

.

~

. ···· ··. ·.. ·.·

537-4356

.

~

Roofing

Storage

Valcourt & Sons

Call Tracy, Andrea

CONTRACTING

or Rick
to book these spots

Rene Valcourt
Remember to Shop Locally

537-9933

FOR ALL YOUR
ROOFING NEEDS

(250) 537-8809

Tanks
G.I.S. SALES &
RENTALS INC.
• The rains are coming -save water
• Tanks for all reasons
• Water storage in all sizes

653-4013

~raordinary

aluable
Exceptional
wmes ...
the U-Vin way.
~
156

'[)ettU~e ~

537-0721

andscaping

FREE ESTIMATES

~
- · _-.· .•

CALL TODAY
537-9933

L

• Residential • Commercial I 1 ~~~Mike Brown
• Sumooms

Dec. 21 • Dec. 24

available

1
·

Glass

mafalda@ oceanswestinsu rance.ca

space

CALL TODAY
537-9933

No Job too Big or Small!

537·1730

V

AVAILABLE!

K apaKai

Call or e-mail
Mafalda Hoogerdyk
today!

Quick!

SPACE

.

o~~w~ ·

40°/oFF

HUBRY!

·PiCkUp
~~·

I nsurance

COOKWARE

116 Hereford Ave. · 537-2241
Tues-Fri Bam-5pm • Sat 9am-4pm

arb~e

537-5455

~ • •
- fli :IA
~tlltllfiCIJ( ~ -

Linen & Dr cleaners

markotime@ shaw.ca
www.marksclockworks.com

www.victorial:>udgetl:>ridal.ca
email: info@victorial:>udgetl:>ridal.ca

F(OOfs

M

SALT SPRING- -

537-5061

Paint Supplies & All Flooring

ouat's

Expert Drycleaning Services

Mark Fraser

250 7219500

E xcavatim!

Trading Co.

SPECIALIZING IN SHIRTS,
LARGE ITEM LAUNDRY,
QUILTS, DUVETS,
SLEEPING BAGS, etc

• Expert repairs &restorations
• House calls, free estimates
• Antiques respected
• All work guaranteed

I

Service

~ Paet.t~e 7~
&A~

There • Thorough
Trustworthy • Tact
Tirelessly • Towing
Their • Troubles
Twenty Years • Todey
·THAN.x!
".6" Tool)

537-9383

Y eA-!
... we have soil, sand,
gravel and bark mulch

John Van Schetsen

SALT SPRING ISLAND

P: 537-8810 C:537-7070 F:537-1811

-·

I

:Ron 9J£.UJ-Wt
(That's

AT

7~¢~7<¢~

UR,Jll~UE

To=on's ]

Owned &Operated by
221 Wildwood Cresent. Salt Spring Island. BC

All WORK PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED &GUARANTEED

lANO~CAPING ~UPPlY lTD.

t·l l

-- See us for
FUN IN THE SUN!
105A Hereford Ave.
537-5523

Z.pZip!
The tree's gone!
GORDON LEE

~):\£ TREE G (J

~ y

1429 A Fulford-Ganges Rd.

653-4871

537-4668
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Enjoy the
Holiday Season

Have Fun! , .. A
But. .. be safe!~"·

PLEASE DRIVE RESPONSIBLY

THRIFTY FOODSTM

Li Read

537-8887

Rlt'NAC
SaHSprlng

smiles every day!

537-1522

UsE A "DESIGNATED"

DRIVER

Arrive Alive!
DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE
Happy Holidays!

AND HAVE A

-HAPPY Ho:UoAY SEASON

from

liAR OU HOUSE

53 -5571

~~-+-~
j taproom lounge

24-hour service
Too much to drink?
We'll be glad to drive you home.

GET HOME
SAFELY!

Drink Responsibly!

DRIVE SAFELY•••

GANGES

Mob~'s

USEA

VILLAGE MARKET

537-3030

DESIGNATED DRIVER
115 Desmond Cres.,
Ganges

marine pub
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537-2513
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Ha~~!:f!~c~s
Serving the Gulf Islands since 1867
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Box 315 Ganges P.O.
Salt Spring Island

24 hour service

537-1022

Me& Ron's

Enjo{V the
Festive Season
Responsibltv
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Don't Drink and Drive
this
Holiday Season

1-121 McPhillips Ave.
at Creekside

I

Wishing you ahappy hazard-free holiday season

SALT SPRING FIRE DEPARTMENT

537•4491
'

Enjoy your holidays
SAFELY!

fdB\

SALT SPRING
AUTOPARTS ~
Always use
your seatbelt!

TOWING

Wishing you a safe and responsible
holiday season.

Bring em back alive
Don't drink and drive

Driving School

537-9383

Cornerstone

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 250-382-8291

538-1733

www.sgpower.com

cornerstonedrivingschool @yahoo.ca

Please use a designated driver
and enjoy the
Holiday Season

Please don't drink and drive!
We will assure safe passage home.
Dec. 20- 29, 2006 I 6pm- 8pm
MIN. $5 DONATION PER VEHICLE

Merry Christmas!

Stay out ofthe headlines!

DON'T DRINK
AND DRIVE
ri GULF>SLANDSood

