
:~ 

BRUCE FIANDER 
153 TR IPP RD 

SCORPIONS NEW SEASON 
PAGE All 

SALT SPRING ISLAND BC V8K 1 K5 
Your Community Newspaper Si'nce .1'960. 

neune~uay, 

Novemmber26,2003 
43n1year 
Issue48 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, B. C. 
V8K2V3 
Tel: 250·537·9933 Fax: 250·537-2613 
Toll-free: 1·877-537-9934 
e-mail: driftwood@gulfislands.net 
editorial: news@gulfislands.net 
Website: www.gulfislands.net 

THIS WEEK'S INSERTS 
• Fields 
• Ganges 

Pharmasave 
• Ganges Village 

Market 

• Thrifty Foods 
• Mark's Work 

Wearhouse 
• Island Christmas 

INSIDE 
SECTION 

B 
Takin' 
care of u~,,.~~., 
Randy Bachman 
talks about his 
upcoming benefit 
concerts, Page Bl 

Index 
. Arts . . .. . .... . .. B8 

Classifieds ... . . . B 19 
Crosswords .. . .. B22 

•· Editorials ... .. .. . A8 
Horoscope . . ... B22 
Letters .... . .. . .. A9 
Sports . . .... .. . . A20 
TV listings . . . .... B9 
What's On ..... . B16 

- • Arlene for Mortgages 
537-4090 

Weather 
Mild weather and 
light rain is in the 
forecast for the next 
few days and right 
through the weekend. 
Highs to 10 c Friday; 
overnight lows to 2 C. 

Hardware 
Sales & Service 

~4. 537-1950 -

~magen 

Island groups fear park legislation 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

on Salt Spring Island. 

B.C.'s provincial parks may house 
more than squirrels and deer, if it's 
up to Water, Land and Air Protection 
Minister Joyce Murray. 

The Parks and Protected Areas 
Statutes Amendment Act received 
second reading last week. 

During an interview Monday, 
Murray said she hoped the matter 
would be settled soon. 

The changes will allow for 
increased choices for park visitors, 
e ~pecially international tourists, 
~rray said. 

' ~International touris ts have 
) ncreasingly been coming to B.C. 
over the past decade," she said. "I'm 
clear that we have an exceptional 
parks system. It's the third largest in 
North America. I intend to keep it an 
exceptional system." 

groups involved with park issues 
expressed concern s about the 
change. 

Peter Lamb, Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy (SSIC) president, was- . 
n' t surprised by the bill. 

On November 18, Murray intro­
duced new legislation that could 
open B.C. parks to private-sector 
resort and lodge development, but 
local conservation groups are con­
ce-rned about the potential impact 

"My intent is that it's passed by 
the end of the week," she said. 

According to the minister, the act 
aims to increase tourism and have 
more people using parks. Spokespeople for two Salt Spring 

"It seems like another initiative by 
the government to find profit where 
they can. The concern I have is · it's 
promoting profit-driven commercial 
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Schools 
aim to 
prevent 

• • 
CriSIS 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Long-range forecasters 
f or the ,Gulf Island s 
School District predict a 
spiralling pattern of edu­
ca'tional doom and gloom 
if trend s continue with 
ongoing squalls in declin­
ing enrolment and reduced 
provincial funding. 

But members of the dis­
trict ' s "Futures 64" task 
force are attempting to 
divert a financial storm 
with proactive efforts to 
save money and generate 
revenue by collecting 
innovative ideas from 
community members. 

"Although there is some 
urgency, we're not in a 
crisis , we ' re trying to 
avoid a crisis," said school 
di strict superintendent 
Wendy Herbert. 

Consequently, the 
school district held public 
meetings on Sa turna , 
Mayne , Pender, Galiano 
and Salt Spring Island to 
find more so lu ti ons to 
their budgetary woes las t 
week. 

The meetings had two 
purposes, Herbert said. 

"One was to inform the 
co mmuni ty wh at our 
enrol ment projec tions 
could look like if nothing 
,were to change, and what 
our fund ing looks like , 
because we 've been told 
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AIDS CROSSES: Volunteers put the finishing touches on the planting of 7,000 crosses in Peace Park. The 
red and white crosses have been used to create the image of a red ribbon, which symbolizes the wor,dwide 
fight against AIDS. Seven thousand crosses were constructed and planted - each representing the daily 
death of an AIDS victim - in preparation for World AIDS Day, December 1. More photos, stories, pages 
A 18-A 19. - Photo by Demck Lundy 

Businesses light Up; Santa drops by 
A floatplane charter will 

bring Santa Claus to Ganges 
on Saturday. 

Santa will arrive for his 
annual Light-Up visit at 1 
p.m. at the floatplane dock 
in Ganges Harbour, courtesy 
of Salt Spring Air. 

Santa will walk from the 
dock to the Ba'nk of 

Montreal , where he will 
greet children un til three 
o'c lock. Candy canes, 

. oranges and hot chocolate 
will be served by the 
Pathfinders. 

The Driftwood, which 
sponsors and organizes the 
event, will take photos of 
children with Santa. Free 

copi es will be availabl e 
from Tuesday on at the 
Driftwood office. 

Light-Up commences 
officially on Friday evening 
when judging takes place in 
the annual decorating con­
test. Rosettes will be pre­
sented Saturday morning for 
the winning displays. 

Contest categories are 
most creative, best use of 
materials and best use of 
light. Businesses must regis­
ter with the Driftwood 
before noon Friday if they 
wish to participate. Prizes in 
the form of advertising cred­
its are offered to the win­
ners. 
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Rumours false: Driftwood remains in family hands 
By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Publisher 

Salt Spring rumours can be 
mildly amusing un til you find 
yourself the subject of one. 

It has always been my goal to has­
ten the coverage of local news so as 
to beat the rumour mill. But the race 
has always proved difficult to win -
in tetms of speed, that is. The mill 
works fast, but it's rarely accurate. 

Such has been the case with the 
erroneous story of this newspaper's 
sale. It is a story that has had several 

different plot lines and has been cir­
culating for months. B.C. newspa­
per baron David Black, a longtime 
personal friend, was visiting Ganges 
on his boat in the summer and he 
and his wife had dinner with Alice 
and myself at a local restaurant. 

any business owner when the 
prospect of working 9 to 5 for some­
one else is very attractive. When 
your job is your life, you never stop 
working. When your job is troubling 
you, your life is in trouble. 

and they have no desire to sell either.) 
The Driftwood has not been sold, 

nor does it appear likely that it will 
be sold for some years to come. I 
say likely because one never knows. 
Conrad Black was boasting about 
having made $50 million in one day 
last week. Were he to plunk that 
sum on my desk and indicate his 
desire to return to his roots I would 
have a hard time refusing the cash. 

ed a friend with extensive newspa­
per experience to take my place. 
That, no doubt, helped refuel the 
rurnour of a sale. 

Not long after that we heard 
David Black was going to buy the 
paper. The evolution of that rumour 
eventually had it that neither David 
nor Conrad Black was the purchas­
er. It was "a black man." 

But the trials and tribulations of 
my job are neither serious enough 
that I am going to bore you with 
them, nor are they troubling enough 
that I wish to sell the business. (The 
remaining Driftwood Publishing Ltd. 
shareholders are all family members 
- all but one live on Salt Spring -

How likely is that scenario? 

More fuel is coming in January, 
when that same friend returns to 
take up a longer-term position at 
the Driftwood as associate pub­
lisher. Penny Graham will assume 
many of my own day-to-day 
responsibilities, but she will not be 
here to buy the paper. 

There come times in the life of 
I left the office for three and a 

half weeks in September and invit-
Nor will anyone else, as far as 

I'm aware, black or white. 

SCHOOL CONCERNS: 'No school closures ' 
From Page 1 

what it's going to look like 
in 2005-2006." 

Herbert presented enrol­
ment fig ures based on 
local birth rates that pro­
ject a loss of 145 students 
over the next three years 
from the 1,581 students 
currently served by local 
schools. 

School board chair May 
McKenzie indicated that 
declining enrolment is a 
concern for schools across 
the province, througho ut 
Canada an d even in the 
u.s. 

The distric t has already 
seen a loss of 34.75 full­
time-equivalent (FTE) stu­
dents this year and suf­
fered a further 38.5 FTE 
loss in 2002/03 . 

A reduction of 40 stu­
dents results in annua l 
f unding losses of 

$214,600, noted district 
secretary-treasurer Rod 
Scotvold. 

Reven ue losses from 
declining enrolment are 
compounded by changes 
in Ministry of Education 
funding formulas that have 
resulted in significant 
red uctions for the Gulf 
Islands, Scotvold said. 

By the 2005 /06 school 
year, the district could lose 
$600,000 as a res ult of 
ministry fu nding formula 
changes, regard less of 
enrolment levels, he said. 

As one example, the dis­
trict wi ll lose $275,000 
from a fund for low-enrol­
ment districts because the 
f undi ng system will be 
recalculated to favour larg­
er districts, like West 
Vancouver with 5,000 stu­
dents , he said. 

Family Dentistry On Scott Point 

Dr. Helen Johnston 

404 Scott Point Drive 
Salt Spring Island , B.C. 
VBK 2R2 

Tel: (250) 537-4059 
Fax: (250) 537-4079 

helennjohnston@ saltspring.com 

The Gulf Islands School 
District expects to lose 
another $275,000 from 
reduced funding for small 
communities' secondary 
schools by 2005 . 

"We're still in the dark 
as to why they made these 
changes," Scotvold said. 

A revised fundi ng sys­
tem introduced in 2001102 
has already seen district 
revenue red uced by 
$330,000, he said. 

The district's curre nt 
$15 ,000,000 budget is cur­
rently underfunded by a 
million dollars from the 
ministry, Scotvold said. 

But as bad as the situa­
tion might look, the Gulf 
Islands would not be able 
to benefit financially from 
school closures, he added. 

"There is absolutely no 
incentive to close a school 
on Salt Spring ; that's a 
unique aspect of our dis­
trict.'' 

The district even makes 
more revenue in grants by 
maintatmng Saturna 
Elementary for five stu­
dents than it would gain 
by a closure, he noted. 

Additionally, revenue 
generation measures 
adopted over the last 
five years now see the 
district bringing in $1.6-
million annually. 

Need Help Navigating The Markets? 

Difficult markets may require a new investment approach. 

The international pro­
gram provides gross rev­
enue of $1,000 ,000, of 
which the district is able 
to u tilize $600 ,000 , he 
said. 

Secondary learning pro­
grams, adult education 
and the District Learners 
Partnership Program 
(DLPP) have provided an 
additio nal $1 ,000 ,000 
annually, Scotvold noted. 

But the district task 
force approached the com­
munity because they need 
more innovations to stay 
ahead of the next wave of 
funding reductions , said 
Herbert. 

The school board also 
wants to let people know 
there is still approximately 
a year and a half of plan­
ning time to flesh out 
ideas, she said. 

While the task force had 
not yet met to discuss 
their findings at pres s 
time, Herbert had already 
noticed several consistent 
themes in suggestions 
brought forward by meet­
ing participants. 

"There were things we 
hadn ' t talked about at all 
that came from the com­
munity. It proves the pro­
cess is really val uable ," 
she said. 

Over 100 islanders 
attended three meetings on 
Salt Spring while 18-24 
community members 
attended meetings on the 
smaller islands. Saturna 
saw six adults and a child 
attend a public meeting. 

20°/o down Holds your Purchase 
'til March 31 /04 

Your objectives for investing are unique to you-- but an objective that we all share 
is a desire to see results. 

Call me to talk about getting results . 

Suggestions included : 
hosting conferences, pro­
viding after-school care , 
renting office space to 
other organizations , 
changes in how the school 
week and school year are 
organized, development of 
new programs that could 
lure families into the dis­
trict, creation of programs 
that could be offered out­
side the district, expansion 
of the international pro­
gram and the DLPP 
(home-schooling support 
program) , providing post­
secondary programs, and 
property development that 
could include an afford­
able housing plan. Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 

sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 
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R. )oni Ganderton 
Investment Advisor 

R. joni Ganderton,MBA,CFP 
Investment Advisor 

537-1654 
joni.ganderton@nbpcd.com 

BMO e Nesbitt Burns• 
A member of BMO Financial Group 

' "BMO (M-bar roundel symbol) " is a res:iste•-ed trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used 
under licence. "Nesbitt Burns" is a registered Lrade-m ark of BMO Nesbiu Burns 
Corporation Limited, used w1der licence. Member CfPF: 

Reception and Open House · 
Hosts 

Investment .Advisors 
Steve Somerset and R. Joni Ganderton 

Take home your complimentarv 
"How to Afake Money in the Current Markets'' advice package including; 

• C1.1rrent equity market <UHllysis and 
recommendatious 

• Currenll.ncome Tmst analysis a:nd 
recommendations 

Wedne~day, November 26th .• 2003 
2:00PM-4:30PM 
llMO Nesbitt llurns 

• Fixed incomt~ rate information and 
investment options 

• Tax efridem investing 
• Upcoming seminar schedule and topic 

i:ufonnation 

BMO 0 Nesbitt Burns• 

152A Fulford Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island 

Due to limited spact-, RSVP is rt:qutrod. Plea-~e call Sharon Kowal at 5;17-1654. 
Rcfmsl!menls wt'l/ bt> served. 

® "RMO (!\.,1-lmr nm.Bdd symbhl)» Is a ~·~~gi~l4:· 1·c.:"d tr>&d<Hitatk uf U.ank nf Mmtta-·N~J ~ u~d muiN lk<1::wx::-. "'NBt>bHt B~mts, I$~ t·l?-,~1~t.e rc?-d tr~d~~­
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Herbert indi cated that 
the task force will need to 
meet with Scotvo ld to 
determine the possibilities 
of each suggestion. 

The second part of task 
force investigations will 
centre on the impact of 
financial consideration s 
on the quality of education 
provided in the district. 

"Are these decision s 
goi ng to have a positive 
impact on the education of 
our kids?" 
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enterprises in provincial 
parks," he said. 
'·'Recreational Qpportunities 
is a pretty broad expression 
- does it include ATVs , 
tour buses, hunting?" 

Friends of Saltspring 
Parks (FOSP) is also con­
cerned about the potential 
impact of more development 
in the island's provincial' 
parks. 

Past FOSP chair Nora 
Layard said the group is 
worried that outdated man­
agement plans for Salt 
Spring parks may leave 
them vulnerable to the 
planned legislation if it is 
passed. 

"We're concerned that 
any proposals brought in at 
this point regarding a resort 
would be made without any 
framework. The government 
would be making decisions 
in a vacuum without any 
community input," she said. 

"When there isn't a man­
agement plan in place, 
there's no agreed-upon 
direction for a provincial 
park. The danger is that the 
government could say they 
want a resort in one of our 
parks." 

Layard said Ruckle 
Provincial Park's manage­
ment plan is 20 years old, 
and a plan is not yet in place 
for Burgoyne Bay. 

"The framework is lack­
ing for decisions about 
resort developments here," 
she said. 

When asked about the 
amount of input island resi­
dents would have in propos­
als, Murray said there would 
be opportunities for people 
to be part of the process. 

"Any application for a 
park use permit will require 
consultation with people in 
the local community, as well 
as an environmental impact 
assessment. Some applica­
tions won ' t be appropriate 
and we'll turn them down," 
she said. "I'm very clear that 
wildlife and wilderness 
objectives of the park are 
critical for maintaining the 
parks for the long term. We 
will not be issuing park use 
permits that create any risk 
to park use objectives." 

SSIC president Peter 
Lamb said he had some 
questions about what role 
the community might play. 

"With the Trust's preserve 
and protect mandate, would 
the minister exempt the 
Trust area from the bill?" he 
said. "This is certainly not 
compatible with the Trust 
mandate. I don 't know how 
forceful the Islands Tru st 
can be in this matter." 

Lamb said parks are 
essential for wildlife and 

sees the bill as contrary to 
parks' roles. 

"We have a park system 
for the people but they ' re 
also for protection of plants · 
and ecosystems and protec­
tion of wildlife and wildlife 
habitat. The parks aren't just 
for the people. The reason 
we have parks is to prevent 
human disturbance of areas. 
Recreational opportunities 
and lodges and resorts don't 
seem to be compatible with 
protection of land." 

Linda Adams, the director 
of Trust Area Services, said 
she believes most Trust 
island parks are zoned solely 
for park use and do not 
allow structures or economic 
activities. 

"We don't have a specific 
policy, although in most 
instances I think we would 
support the protection of 
parks as natural areas. 
Obviously in a lot of situa­
tions, parks have been creat­
ed after community 
fundraising and community 
campaigns, and generally 
that's been because people 
want to protect certain 
ecosystems and protect them 
from development," she 

rsaid. 
"I think everybody recog­

nized parks can have eco­
nomic benefits to communi­
ties, but it's probably prefer­
able if the economic activity 
takes place outside the park 
rather than inside the park." 

But Adams said the likeli­
hood of Trust-area pi~rks 
being used for large-scale 
commercial development 
appears small. 

"I suspect there aren't any 
plans to put resorts or 
tourism developments in the 
Trust Area. I think there 
would be some concerns if 
something large was being 
proposed." 

Areas currently used for 
recreational activities, with 
existing roads and camp­
grounds, are more likely to 
be chosen as sites for lodges, 
Murray said. 

"I believe there are areas 
in parks that are suitable to 
intensive park use. I think 
it's a benefit to the commu~ 
nity and park visitors . As 

·we ' ve doubled our parks 
system and added some six 
million hectares in park 
areas, I know there 's some 
opportunities for people to 
enjoy parks and stay in a 
lodge," she said. 

Layard also wants to see a 
continuation of the commu­
nity's ·existing community 
plans. 

"We are a community that 
recognizes and values the 
environmental and cultural 
integrity of our island parks. 
We need to see that these 
values are clearly protected 
through long-term planning 
for appropriate park uses," 
she said. 

Lamb said he and other 
SSIC members weren't 
aware of the bill beforehand, 
but wish they had been. 

"This notion that the gov­
ernment was going to dele­
gate more power to the 
municipalities - it just 
seems to be ignored," he 
said. "They're passing legis­
lation provincially to over­
ride local influence and 
input." 

The Liberals also gave 
second reading last week to 
Bill 75, the Significant 
Projects Streamlining Act, 
which would allow any min­
ister, if authorized by cabi­
net, to override local govern­
ment bylaws and regulations 
in order to facilitate approval 
or development of a "provin­
cially significant project." 

He said the group will 
likely write to the Ministry 
of Water, Land and Air 
Protection to express their 
concerns. 

"We'll lobby for changes 
and communicate with the 
Trust;' he said. 

Adams said the Trust has 
heard verbal assurances 
about Bill 75, although 
some concerns arise from 
the fact "provincially signif­
icant project" has not been 
defined. 

"Anytime you see local 
community rules .and regu­
lations having the potential 
of being overruled, it is of 
concern to local govern­
ments." 

At its Wednesday meeting 
(today), the Capital 
Regional District board will 
also consider a recommen­
dation "to support the Union 
of B.C. Municipalities and 
Association of Vancouver 
Island and Coastal 
Communities in calling on 
the provincial government 
to remove local government 
from Bill 75, and that the 
board chair be requested to 
relay this support in a letter 
to Premier Campbell." 

Do you operate aD 
olfice· downtown? 
Is your last available piece of office space consumed by 
"closed" files, tax receipts, old but necessary folders and 

documents? Make that space work profitably for you. 
>a a acca_z SALT :St-'HIN\,;i 

~INI STORAGE 
537-5888 

uwhen convenience and security matter!!!! 

A young cougar is being , 
blamed for killing a 4-H sheep 
and wounding two others on 
Leisure Lane last week. 

Cherith Davies, whose fam­
ily keeps three sheep on the 
property next to Leisure Lane 
Garlic Farm, made the discov­
ery when they went to feed 
the livestock at 9 a.m. on 
Thursday. 

"One of them was dead and 
two were wounded - one 
pretty bad and another one not 
so bad." 

Animal control officer 
Wolfgang Brunnwieser said 
he's certain the death was 
caused by a cougar. 

'There's no question about 
it because of the broken neck 
and puncture wound in the 
neck, and because the carcass 
was co_nsumed." 

Davies said the veterinarian 
also observed that the wounds 
appeared to be caused by a cat 
mther than a dog. 

The dead sheep body was 
left in the pasture to see if the 
cougar could be tempted to 
return, said Davies. 

Cougar tracks were then 
found in the snow on the 
ground Saturday morning, 
and the animal had been con­
sumed further. 

Brunnwieser said he 
assumed the cougar was a 
young one, since more experi­
enced animals usually kill 
deer rather than livestock, 

~ NATURAL GOODNESS 

c. 
EMbE BAkERY 

This week at Embe we are 
featuring our nutritious oatbran 
bread made with 100% whole 
wheat flour, sunflower seeds, 
oatbran and stewed dates - no 
sugars and very little oil yet still a 
very moist bread. We also have our 
whole wheat granola cookies also 
with 100% whole wheat flour, but 
also chock full of nuts, raisins, 
dried cranberries, pumpkin, 
sunflower and sesame seeds as 
well as our own honey sweetened 
granola. We also have our low fat 
apple muffins. 

Oat bran 
reg $2.30 .•.•..• $1.75/loaf 

Whole Wheat 
Granola Cookies 

reg $4.25 ..•.••• .3.25/dz. 
Apple Muffin 

reg 85¢ •.•..•.••.. 70¢ ea 

Nov. 26 - Dec. 2 
You can lind these and many 

more specially prepared treats at 
our bakery at the foot of the hill, 

or by reserving your order at 

537-5611 
Open: Mon • Sat. 4:30am ·5:30pm 

Closed Sundays for tww 

which are obviously easier 
prey. 

However, Davies' father 
Dave Davies said conservation 
officers from the N anaimo 
branch of the Conservation 
Officers Service told him they 
do not believe there is a 
cougar on Salt Spring, 
although they did not see the 
sheep carcass or tracks. They 
do not intend to investigate, he 
said. 

Dave Davies said the situa­
tion "makes that particular 
piece of land, and the ones 
surrounding it, unusable as 
pasture. I find it incompre­
hensible that the wildlife ser­
vices will not even take a 

look at the kill scene." 
The Davies family is heavi­

ly involved in 4-H activities 
and currently raising 21 sheep 
on different island properties. 

Cherith Davies explained 
one of the impacts of the 
attacks. 

'The one that is really hurt 
is a championship ewe and she 
won't be able to show again 
because the wool grows back 
dark over the wounds and you 
can't show them after that." 

The animals are now at 
home with the Davies family. 

"We're not putting any 
sheep back on that land until 
it's taken care of," said 
Cherith. 

D-=:PARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 3:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm I 4:00 pm 

Ulii.J.J.Iii.A!Sli iii diS 1 iii h.S£112 

a~/ 
Your chance to win two return tickets 

on WestJet-Victoria to Calgary, Edmonton or Kelowna 
Come in to our office and enter to win! 

While you're here, in support of Lady Minto, 

U\1-=LDBE feel free to make a donation to our 
.. ® Lady Minto Christmas Donation Box. 

PACIFIC TRAVEL SHOP A// donations throughout the season will be presented to 
537-5523 Lady Minto Hospital Foundation · 
~-~-N D 

120 lower Ganges Rd. WestJet draw at 1 0:00 am ec, 24 
TOLL FREE 1-877·274-4168 No purchase necessary. Some restrictions apply 
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Pay down your mnrtn!lll 

Invest in RRSP's? 

~
TOM NAVRATIL 537-5515 
e-mail: tomas@islandnet.com (250} 
www.saltspringhomes.com 
RESIDENTIAL* WATERFRONTS* LAND* COMMERCIAL 

HEAR THE SURF & WATCH THE BOATS 
Exceptional oceanview 
property, steps from the 
nicest beach on Salt Spring! 
3+ bedrooms, 3 bath s, 
cherry wood floors through­
out, kitchen with granite 
countertops - just about 
everything is new! 

$479,000 
Ca ll Tom Navratil 

-

SALT SPRING REALTY 
1101·115 Fulford Ganges Rd 

Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T9 

Show Islands Trust you are 
concerned about how our 
communities are impacted 
and shaped by developers. 

Come to the 
Islands Trust Meeting 

Saturday 1 :tspm November 29th 

Lions Hall, 103 Bonnet Ave. 

Be informed. Your voice counts. 

-ee:111sa7 -saa2 
Living Strong 

Fitness Studio 
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Counterpetition period underway 
for those opposed to CRD arts tax 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Islanders are being asked 
to approve taxpayer support 
of the arts on Salt Spring 
through a Capital Regional 
District (CRD) counterpeti­
tion process. 

However, unlike usual 
"petition" concepts, people 
should only sign a form if 
they oppose the plan. 

Proposed Bylaw 3116-
the Salt Spring Island Arts 
Contribution Service 
Establishment Bylaw -
would authorize taxation up 
to an annual maximum of 
$38 ,000, or $.025 per 
$1,000 in assessed residen­
tial property value, to pro­
vide annual grants to the 
Island Arts Centre Society 
(lACS) and the Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council 
(GICAC). 

For 2004 the lACS would 
receive $18,000 through the 
service to help with 
ArtSpring operations, and 
the GICAC would be given 
$3,300 to run its Artists in 
the Classroom program on 
Salt Spring. 

Both groups currently 
receive that amount of grant 
monies from the Parks, Arts 
and Recreation Commission 
(PAR C). 

Salt Spring regional 

Rainbow Road 
Trading Co. 

461 Rainbow Rd. 
537-0057 

Open Fri • Sat • Sun II· Spm . 

director Gary Holman said' 
providing funds to those 
two bodies directly through 
a CRD arts function, rather 
than via PARC, has been 
proposed in order to give 
some certainty to lACS and 
theGICAC. 

"The main reason was the 
feeling by all the parties 
that the currenuax support 
for the arts was only a year­
to-year.thing ... so it was to 
create greater certainty for 
arts funding than is current­
ly being provided." 

Each year PARC decides 
whether or not to provide 
grants for lACS and the 
GICAC. With development 
of Rainbow Road recreation 
facilities now a PARC prior­
ity, it wanted to wean the 
two arts groups so more of 
its funds can be used for the 
recreation project. 

The CRD estimates an 
average-assessed residential 
property will pay $6.13 per 
year once the maximum 
level is reached. 

For the 2004 tax bill, the 
present $21,300 amount 
will be maintained, said 
Holman, so there will be no 
net tax increase for the arts. 
Cost of the counterpetition 
will be borne by taxpayers, 
though. 

If more than five per cent 

of eligible electors sign 
counterpetition forms -
which are available only at 
the CRD Building 
Inspection office - then a 
referendum on the same 
question will be held. 

The bylaw stipulates that 
future funding increases 
would see the same percent­
age split between the lACS 
and GICAC - 85 and 15, 
respectively. 

Holman said the maxi­
mum amount could poten­
tially be requisitioned next 
year, if approved by himself 
and the CRD board. 

"Additional increases up to 
the maximum will have to be 
approved by the regional 
director and the board," he 
said. 

GlCAC president Lorna 
Cammaert noted at a 
November 12 town hall 
meeting that the $3,300 is 
not a large part of the 
GlCAC's annual income -
but the group does need the 
funds to run the Artists in 
the Classroom program, 
which has been well­
received by everyone 
involved. 

Similarly, $18,000 (or 
$32,000 at the maximum 
level) represents only six 
to 11 per cent of lACS's 
$300,000 in revenue for 

the fiscal year ending 
August 2002. 

But it would be the only 
guaranteed part of that rev­
enue. 

Holman said lACS board 
members , volunteers and 
staff already put an enor­
mous amount of time and 
energy into fundraising 
efforts and adding another 
$18,000 or more to its goals 
would be difficult. 

In fiscal 2002, lACS 
raised almost $63,000 
through fundraising events 
like the Island Treasure Fair 
and ArtSpring Home Tour. 

"I just don't think that 
level of fundraising can be 
maintained," said Holman. 

A further $62,000 of 
2002 lACS income came 
from public donations, 
including half of that from 
an annual appeal. 

Some $95,000 was raised 
through lACS-sponsored 
events; $42,878 from rent­
ing the building to other 
groups; and $9,000 through 
membership sales. 

The usual month-long 
period for signing of coun­
terpetition forms has been 
extended in this case 
because of Christmas holi­
days . 

Deadline for CRD receipt 
of forms is January 5, 2004. 

Vessel problems blamed 
for Cap Rouge capsizing 

The Cap Rouge II that cap­
sized in August 2002 and killed 
five islanders was destabilized 
by carrying too much equip­
ment, said the Transportation 
Safety Board (fSB) in a report 
released Thursday. 

While the Galiano-based 
fishing boat's captain, Ben 
Mabberly, survived the inci­
dent, his wife Kathy Mabberly, 
and their children Amanda, 
aged 11, and nine-year-old 
Wyatt died in the incident. 
Mabberly 's cousins Rod 
Wilson and Tony Head (of Salt 
Spring), were also killed in the 
tragedy. 

The TSB report indicated the 
boat was destabilized by equip­
ment installed over the years to 

suit different fishing needs on 
the 18-metre vessel. 

'The effects of these increas­
es in weight were not moni­
tored or assessed by a suitably 
qualified person," the report 
noted. 

The TSB found the Cap 
Rouge crew may have con­
tributed to the incident with 
unsafe day-to-day operations, 
such as securing a door in the 
open position, which allowed 
water to flood the deckhouse. 

The TSB conducted a 15-
month investigation to deter­
mine causes of the incident and 
report on the subsequent 
Canadian Coast Guard rescue 
operation. 

Following the investigation, 

Patricia Chair -
manufactured on-site by Gabriel Ross 

589 A Bay Street in Victoria 
Phone 250-384-2554 I www.gabrielross.ca 

the TSB recommended the 
Federal Department of 
Transport create a code of 
best practices to encourage 
safety consciousness for fish­
ermen. 

The TSB also requested sta­
bility testing for small fishing 
vessels and inspection of new 
vessels to submit stability data. 

While the board commend­
ed coast guard divers for doing 
everything possible within the 
scope of their procedures, the 
TSB also sent a letter to the 
coast guard citing several 
shortfalls in the rescue attempt. 

Coast guard divers arrived 
on the scene within minutes 
but then followed safety proce­
dures by waiting 90 minutes 
for the arrival of military 
divers. 

The TSB report found that 
coast guard procedures did not 
call for sufficient staff to man­
age a search and rescue opera­
tion and that communication 
abilities with military back-up 
teams were not sufficient. 

Though the report addressed 
the vessel's condition and the 
actions of the captain and crew, 
it did not critically examine the 
failed rescue attempt, said 
opposition fisheries and oceans 
critic John Cummins (MP for 
Delta-South Richmond). 

The TSB did not comment 
on problems with dive team 
procedures, the lack of avail­
ability of the coast guard hov­
ercraft (which was in for 
repairs) or note on the lack of 
availability of the Canadian 
Forces dive team and heli­
copter (stationed in the interior 
ofB.C), Cummins said. 

"The public expected an 
independent investigation 
into the coast guard's 
response to this tragic event. 
It didn' t get it." 
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CHRISTMAS ART: Anna Hoskins concentrates as 
she paints a bulb during an art demonstration at 
the Guilds of Christmas Sale, which runs through 
the weekend at Mahon Hall. PhotobyDerr;cklundy 
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PARC debates land swap 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A proposed land-swap 
deal to widen Stewart Road 
at Peter Arnell Park 
received some passionate 
debate by commissioners 
during the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) meeting Monday 
night. 

PARC commissioners 
approved a motion to pro­
ceed on the land-swap deal, 
but only after considerable 
discussion regarding road 
safety and increased traffic 
congestion. 

"It wouldn't affect our 
land holdings at all but it 
would make the road a lot 
safer," said PARC commis­
sioner Wayne Fraser. 

The Ministry of 
Transportation (MOT) has 
indicated interest in a land 
swap in order to reduce the 
angle of a hair-pin corner 
and re-engineer the road 
bed before paving an 800-
metre section of Stewart 
Road. 

"The only stretch that 
hasn't been improved is the 
worst stretch of the road," 

Fraser said. 
The problems of main­

taining that road are 
paramount, Fraser said. 

"All it will take is one icy 
day in November and it's 
an accident waiting to hap­
pen." 

But commissioner Bob 
Francis encouraged caution 
before PARC agrees to the 
land-swap deal. 

"Is [MOT] wanting it for 
safety purposes or are they 
hoping for a more rapid 
access between the 'south 
end' and Ganges. If that 
was the case, then I would 
have trouble with it." 

Francis was also curious 
about MOT's ability to 
finance road improvements 
and what the Islands Trust 
might have to say about a 
land swap. 

PARC operations manag­
er Dave Gibbon said that 
though the Stewart Road 
land swap would require 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) board approval, the 
Islands Trust might not 
need to be involved in the 
deal. 

PARC chair Bill Curtin 

noted that the land swap 
would result in the loss of 
some trees and relocation 
of an historic cairn in Peter 
Arnell Park. 

"PARC has asked MOT 
to relocate the cairn as part 
of the costs in the deal," he 
said. 

Commissioner Susan 
Russell also pointed out 
that MOT has been uncoop­
erative reg~rding a deal to 
transfer land at Kanaka 
Road to the school district 
as part of a skatepark deal. 

And Curtin suggested 
that the Stewart Road deal 
could provide bargaining 
leverage to see the transfer 
of Kanaka Road so the 
community skatepark pro­
ject can proceed. 

"Does that mean they are 
going to honour the agree­
ment to swap land for a 
dollar?" said Curtin. 

Commissioner Mark 
Haughey noted that the 
PARC board may be debat­
ing matters beyond the 
scope of their bailiwick. 

"I don't think we're here 
to discuss traffic issues." 
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Owner: Jason Fraser 
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• PST & GST extra 

537-7797 

THE INTERNET 

GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS · 
www.gulfislands.net 

'Missing link' tops MOT wish list c - - CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT I c' I J NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF SEWER 
USE BYLAW AMENDMENT -

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Optimistic island motorists 
might see visions of a Stewart 
Road upgrade dancing in 
their heads following a recent 
visit by a surveying team to 
Salt Spring's most notorious _ 
wagon rut. 

"I'm very hopeful that this 
is the beginning of getting 
there," said Ministry of 
Transportation (MOT) district 
engineering technician Bob 
Webb. 

"The trade-off is how are 
we going to build this thing to 
a reasonable standard without 
breaking the bank? If it was 
just pavement, it isn't a big 
issue. But there's no sense in 
paving it without ditches and 
sufficient width to do any­
thing." 

MOT is spending $15,000 
on preliminary planning for 
the Stewart Road site near 
Peter Arnell Park this year, 
Webb said. 

'They're going to deliver a 
preliminary design by the 
beginning .of March to see if 
we need any right of way, or 
if we're okay or what the 
scoop is." 

Engineers would likely 

I 

need to widen Stewart Road 
in order to bring the road up 
to Gulf Islands standards 
before they can polish off the 
estimated 800 metres that still 
remain unpaved, he said. 

"We're just making sure 
that if we go to the high side 
to get a little bit of extra width 
there, we're okay. If we go to 
the bottom side, there's some 
challenges there because 
we've got to contain our fill." 

MOT might arrange a deal 
with the Salt Spring Parks, 
Arts and Recreation 
Commission to acquire a 
small amount of property on 
the corner in. order to com­
plete the deal. 

Webb is hopeful that 
widening can occur along the 
high southern side of the road 
where costs will be signifi­
cantly reduced. But he won't 
have an idea until the consul­
tant's report is completed in 
March, he said. 

'Then I could have a quick 
'boo' at it and tell you 
whether or not we're in big 
trouble, little trouble, whether 
it's straightforward or 
whether we're in for millions 
of bucks." 

Webb believes islanders 

could see the road paved if 
MOT can complete the work 
to the same standard as the 
rest of the road, without 
including a bike path. 

"From what I'm hearing in 
the community and the 
Islands Trust is that's the most 
important aspect - to get the 
thing to . the same standard as 
the rest of the road." 

Road widening required to 
bring the unpaved chunk of 
Stewart Road up to the bike­
path standard would likely 
require retaining walls that 
would run $1,500 to $2,000 
per metre, in addition to 
paving costs, Webb noted. 

"You're in the $400,000 
range just for a wall and obvi­
ously our people are going to 
go 'Ouch, that hurt." 

Paving would only cost 
approximately $100,000, 
comparatively, he said. 

Balancing the wish list 
with the bottom line to see the 
last stretch of Stewart Road 
paved could still be a tall 
order. 

"Unfortunately, it's the 
'missing link,"' joked Webb. 

"Maybe we should have 
started there rather than end­
ing there;' he said. 

The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends to adopt Bylaw No. 3105, cited as Capital Regional District Sewer 
Use Bylaw No.5, 2001, Amendment Bylaw No.4, 2003at its meeting of December 10, 2003. 
BACKGROUND 
The Capital Regional District (CRD) Sewer Use Bylaw has, since August 1994, formed the regulatory basis for the Regional Source 
Control program that is designed to protect public health and safety, sewerage systems and the receiv1ng environment from the effects 
of contall)inants discharged into sanitary sewers. • 
Codes of practice are regulatory documents that include mandatory requirements for waste treatment, inspection, maintenance and 
record keeping for businesses and institutions discharging wastes to sanitary sewer. Nine codes of practice, those for food services, 
photographic 1maging, dry cleaning, dental, automotive repair, vehicle wash, carpet cleaning, fermentation and printing operations 
have been adopted under the Sewer Use Bylaw since 1999. 
Two new codes of practice have been developed over the past year in co-operation with stakeholder task forces and three existing 
codes have been amended. · 
REASONS FOR THE SEWER USE BYLAW AMENDMENT 
An amendment to the existing CRD Sewer Use Bylaw is necessary to include: 
• new codes of practice for laboratory and recreation facility operations 
• amended codes for dry cleaning, automotive repair and vehicle wash operations 
• new definitions and other changes associated with the new and amended codes of practice 
• minor updates and corrections to achieve consistency within the bylaw 
SUMMARY OF NEW CODE OF PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS 
The two new codes of practice will be appended to the Sewer Use Bylaw as Schedules "R' and "S' following adoption of Bylaw 
3105. General requirements that appear 1n the new codes include: · 
• mandatory registration with the Regional Source Control program within 90 days of code adoption 
• compliance w1th specific sewer discharge limits 
• installation of monitoring points in new or renovated operations 
• retention of operating procedures, maintenance and other records 
The main requirements and effective dates contained in the individual codes are summarized below: 
New Code of Practice for Recreation Facility Operations (Schedule "R") 
A recreation facility operation is defined as "any local government, educational institution or commercial facility containing one or more 
of the following: ice arena, curling rink, water park or pool'. 
• Effective January 1, 2004 all operations must remove solids from ice melting process waste using specified treatment works prior 
te discharge to sewer. Pool water and wastewater from back-flushing pool filters must be de-chlorinated to a specified level prior to 
discharge to sewer. 
New Code of Practice for laboratory Operations (Schedule "S") 
A laboratory operation is defined as "any commercial, industrial or institutional laboratory or a laboratory operated by a public authority_ 
that generates liquid waste in association with activities including, but not limited to: agriculture, analytical service, aquaculture, 
chemical manufacturing, education, forestry, health care, industrial hygiene, materials testing, pharmaceutical manufacturing, 
research, tissue culture and veterinary medicine". ' 
• Effective January 1, 2004 all operators must ensure that specified wastes are treated prior to discharge to sewer or collected and 
transported for off-site management. 
• Existing operations must prepare a spill response plan by July 1, 2004 and all new operations must prepare a spill response plan 
within 30 clays of commencing business. . 
SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO EXISTING CODES OF PRACTICE 
Code of Practice lor Dry Cleaning Operations (Schedule "J") 
This code of practice has been revised to achieve parity with new federal regulations regarding the use of tetrachloroethylene (perc) 
in dry cleaning. The main changes, effective January 1, 2004, include: 
• Increased level of treatment, including separation, activated carbon treatment and an alarm system. 
• New discharge limit for perc and requirement for installation of a monitoring point. 
• Existing operations must prepare a spill response plan by July 1, 2004 and all new operations must prepare a spill response plan 

within 30 days of commencing business. 
Code of Practice lor Auto Repair Operations (Schedule "M") 
The main changes to this code, effective January 1, 2004, are: 
• Approved alternate treatment works may be installed in place of the specified oil-water separator. 
• All oil-water separators must be equipped with a monitoring point by June 1, 2004. 
Code of Practice lor Vehicle Wash Operations (Schedule "N") 
The main changes to this code include: 
• Revised requirements for the design, sizing and maintenance of vehicle wash interceptors 
• Effective January 1, 2004 for new operations and January 1, 2005 for existing operations, wastewater must be treated by a vehicle 
wash interceptor or an approved alternate treatment works prior to discharge to sewer. 
• All treatment works must be equipped with a monitoring point by June 1, 2004 
A copy of Bylaw No. 3105 may be viewed in full during normal working hours, 8:30a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, 
November 26 to December 9, 2003, at the offices of the Capital Regional District, Administration Dept., 524 Yates Street, Victoria, 
B.C. The bylaw may also be viewed on the Internet @ :http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylawsAiquidwastesept_t/ Select Bylaw 3105 
from the list. Techntcal enquiries regarding the bylaw may be directed to the CRD Hotline, telephone 360·3030, or e-mail 
Hotline@crd.bc.ca Carmen I. Thiel 

Corporate Secretary 
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Saturna begins life with new national park 
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By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Write r 

Residents of Satuma Island 
may see massive changes in 
their community now that 
more than half the island is 
part of the Gulf Islands 
National Park Reserve. 

With Parks Canada now 
looking for local representa­
tion on a new volunteer 
advisory board, the park 
presence is taking shape and 
growing. 

"You can feel two ways 
about it - positive or nega­
tive. I believe you might as 
well feel positive since it's 
already here," said resident 
John Money during a recent 
interview on Satuma. 

He promoted the park plan 
in his capacity as a member 
of the Saturna Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) between 
1984 and 2002, but Money 
also (ecognizes challenges 
the park may pose for 
islanders. 

"All of us have some 
apprehension, even those 
who are accepting of the 
plan," he said. 

"It magnifies the fear all 
Gulf Islanders feel - that 
this is becoming a place 
where young people can't 
afford to live." 

The community requires 
meaningful employment and 
the park could remove the 
potential for many types of 
work, he said. 

"Usually everyone thinks 
of 'preserve and protect' for 
land. Now the Islands Trust 

CJ2D 

has to think of 'preserve and 
protect' in terms of the com­
munity." 

Money also expects 
Saturna property could 
become very desirable with 
the park nearby, but he's seen 
no indication of a stampede 
to buy land on the island. 

"The Gulf Islands are 
changing rapidly regardless. 
The park will not create 
changes, it will create a dif­
ferent change," Money 
observed. 

"It's like buying an ele­
phant. It takes some care," 
noted current Saturna LTC 
member Tom Johnstone. 

"Now that we've got the 
beast, what do we do with 
it?" Money laughed. 

Johnstone credits Money 
and the LTC for helping cre­
ate the park, due to the 
Islands Trust's 25 years of 
existence. 

"The uniquenes s of the 
organization helped make it 
possible to create the park." 

Without the Islands Trust, 
the Gulf Islands would likely 
have become "the playground 
of B.C.;' he said. 

And this is the first time in 
history that Parks' Canada has 
included local representation 
in park planning, he said. 

"We don't want another 
Banff or Whistler." 

Johnstone believes 
islanders are particularly for­
tunate to have a chance to 
participate in park planning. 

"How will it function? 
There are no answers yet and 

CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT 
Notice of Counter Petition Opportunity 

Salt Spring Island Arts Contribution 
Service Establishment - CRD Bylaw No. 3116 

The Board of the Capital Regional District ("CRD") intends to adopt Bylaw No. 3116, "Salt Spring 
Island Arts Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2003" . 

The intent of Bylaw No. 3116 is to enable the CRD to establish a service for the purpose of 
contributing to the cost of maintaining, equipping and operating the ArtSpring Theatre and 
contributing to arts programming through the Gulflslands Community Arts Council on Salt Spring 
Island. The annual cost of the service, per average residential assessment, is estimated to be $6.13. 
Further information may be obtained by contacting Val Leighdorin @ (250) 360-3033 or toll free 
1-800-663-4425, Extension 3033, during regular office hours Monday to Friday (excluding 
statutory holidays). 

The Board may adopt this bylaw unless at least 5% of the electors in the Salt Spring Island 
Electoral Area of the CRD, to which the bylaw applies, petition against the bylaw by signing 
counter petition forms and submitting them to the CRD by the established deadline of 4:00 p.m. 
on Monday, January 5, 2004. At least 378 electors must sign the counter petition, in order to 
prevent the Board from proceeding with Bylaw No. 3116, without the assent of the electors by 
voting (referendum). 

The counter petitions must be in the form established by the CRD. The required forms of counter 
petition and a copy of the bylaw are available Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays from 
the following CRD offices: 
• CRD Corporate Secretary, 524 Yates Street, P. 0. Box 1000, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6; (8:30 am-

4:30pm)- (Telephone 360-3128 or toll free 1-800-663-4425, local 3128); 
• CRD (Salt Spring Island) Building Inspection, #206-118 Fulford Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 

Island, BC V8K 2S4 (8:30-10:00 am, 10:30 am-Noon, 1:00-4:00 pm) - (Telephone 
(250) 537 -2711). 

The only persons entitled to sign the counter petition forms are the electors of the area to which 
the counter petition opportunity for Bylaw No. 3116 applies. The area to which this counter peti­
tion applies is the Salt Spring Island Electoral Area of the CRD. 

An elector is a person who is eligible to vote in a CRD election in this area according to Section 
49 of the Local Government Act. Elector qualifications for Resident and Non-Resident Property 
Electors are as set out below: 

Resident Elector: You are entitJed to submit a counter petition as a Resident Elector if you are 
18 years or older on the day ·of submission, are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British 
Columbia for six months and in the electoral area of the CRD for 30 days; 

Non-Resident Property Elector: If you are 18 years or older .on the day of submission, are a 
Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for six months, have owned and held registered 
title to property in the electoral area of the CRD for 30 days, do not qualify as a Resident Elector, 
you may submit a counter petition as a Non-Resident Property Elector. Note: Only one Non­
Resident Property Elector may submit a counter petition per property, regardless of how many 
owners there may be. 

Signed original counter petition forms must be received by the CRD, no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on Monday, January 5, 2004, attention Corporate Secretary, at: 

• Capital Regional District, 524 Yates Street, 3rd Floor, Victoria, B.C. VSW 2S6; or 
• CRD (Salt Spring Island) Building Inspection, #206-118 Fulford Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 

Island, BC VSK 2S4 

Dated this 19th day of November, 2003. 
Carmen I. Thiel, 
Corporate Secretary 

that's good news ... We want 
that kind of interaction." 

He noted that Parks 
Canada will have to follow 
rules set out through legisla­
tion and won't spend $40-50 
million without advertising 
the park internationally. 

"It has to fit within the box. 
But there will be more lati­
tude than there has ever been 
before for what hits the 
ground." 

Satuma currently has only 
300 permanent residents and 
1,200 summer residents, he 
noted. 

"Two thirds of our popula­
tion doesn't live here." 

Consequently, the island 
has a relaxed rural character 
found in few other communi­
ties, he said. 

"We chose this island 
because of its remoteness. 
Otherwise we'd live on Salt 
Spring or in Saanich." 

But Johnstone recognizes 
Saturna's isolation could 
cause the community to with­
er if services are reduced fur­
ther. 

"Who would want to live 
here if your six-year-old had 
to take a boat at 7 a.m. in the 
dark to go to school?" 

Saturna's school board 
trustee Susanne Middleditch 
shakes her head over the cre­
ation of a park on the island. 

"The hub of my paranoia is 
that this doesn't look good 
for families." 

As the community stands 
now, there are only two 
stores, a pub, a vineyard and 

a few contractors providing 
employment on Satuma. 

"If you look at what's 
employable, I don't know 
how people live there." 

Services like the ambu­
lance and fire department are 
provided by volunteers who 
need jobs to live on the 
island, she noted. 

"Maybe once the park is 
established, we might discov­
er it was a good thing," she 
mused. 

But Middleditch believes 
cottage-based businesses will 
be the only viable employ­
ment options unless zoning 
restrictions are lightened after 
the park is operational. 

"Gosh, to take away that 
diversity to the community 
would be really boring." 

The Gulf Islands has 
always had a tough time 
maintaining school enrol­
ment, she noted. 

"You see it in a much more 
dramatic way here. Salt 
Spring has a huge decline too 
but it has a population large 
enough that you don't notice 
it." 

Middleditch said Saturna 
Elementary currently serves 
only five students and she's 
concerned another young 
family might leave this year 
because those children could 
make or break the future of 
the school. 

"There's no viability to 
stay here. That's another two 
children who would have 
been in the school ... We're 
losing that little bit of hope." 

Alternatively, Saturna 
farmer and ex-Capital 
Regional District (CRD) 
director (1990-1999) Jacques 
Campbell believes the park 
will be good for business. 

"I think it will create more 
of a path of activity," she 
said. 

Tourism-related business 
like B&Bs, restaurants and 
kayaking out:(its could see a 
boon for the community, 
Campbell said. 

"As long as the Trust does­
n 't decide they need high­
rises to stay in," she added. 

The community has even 
opposed campgrounds in the 
past because islanders don't 
want to be disturbed by tres­
passers who might camp on 
their property in the middle 
of the night, she said. 

"Satuma has a friendly his­
tory toward visitors but an 
unfriendly history toward 
campsites," said Campbell's 
father Jim (also a former 
CRD director). 

The community also react­
ed negatively toward any 
establishment offering more 
than 15 beds, he said. 

"This will be a place for 
people to quietly enjoy and 
quietly go away." 

Most tourists visit Satuma 
to enjoy walks and tend to 
pose little trouble , Jim 
Campbell said. 

"We've got no casinos, no 
organized entertainment and I 
hope no Trust committee will 
ever see a benefit in that at 
all." 

Next skatepark meeting Monday 
Work on securing the closed portion of 

Kanaka Road for a new skatepark continues 
with a meeting on Monday night, December 
1. 

People are invited to bring their letters of 
support for transfer of the road from the 
Ministry of Transportation to School District 
#64, or write them at the meeting, which will 
be in the library at Salt Spring Middle 
School at 7 p.m. 

Skatepark society members decided to 

again push for the road transfer following the 
loss of a major ramp through arson two 
weeks ago. 

Letters, as well as donations to help 
replace the ramp, can be accepted by society 
member Carron Carson at the reception desk 
of Island Savings. 

An estimated $350 of the $2,000 needed 
was raised Monday night at the Salt Spring 
Folk Club 's Stringband concert, said society 
member Brenda Brazier. 

OPENING WEEKEND 
November 29 and 30 

20°J6 OFF 
on all cheese 

The Cheese Farm 
Shop 

285, Reynolds Road 
lOam to5pm 

Salt Spring Island Cheese, Moonstruck 

Organic Cheese, Heather's Bread 

Olives and Crackers 
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Neighbours needed 
for park advisory · 

Islanders will have an 
unprecedented opportunity to 
participate in the initial plan­
ning of Canada's newest park 
as the Gulf Islands National 
Park Reserve takes shape 
under a volunteer Park 
Advisory Board. 

"It's a very unique situa­
tion. We've created commu­
nities within parks but rarely 
the other way around," said 
Parks Canada communica­
tions manager Meredith 
Reeve. 

The 33-square-kilometre 
Gulf Islands National Park is 
spread over 16 islands, and 
includes 30 islets and reefs. 
Only sites on Saturna, Mayne 
and the Pender islands are · 
accessible via B.C. Ferries. 

D' Arcy, Pmtland, Prevost, 
Rum and Russell islands and 
Sidney S.pit are also included 
in the park. 

Salt Spring has no national 
park sites, but some neigh­
bouring tidbits include 
Isabella Islets, the Channel 
Islets, Imrie Island, Grieg 
Island and Reay Island in 
Prevost Pass<;lge. 

Parks Canada's first con­
sideration will be maintaining 
the ecological integrity of thet 
area, said Reeve. 

"The only way to do that is 
to work with your neigh­
bours. Eco-systems don't fol­
low straight lines." 

The national park reserve 
was formally established in 
May after property acquisi-

tion began under the Pacific 
Marine Heritage Legacy 
Program in 1995. Lands were 
also transferred to Canada 
from provincial parks, eco­
logical reserves, Crown lands 
and the Capital Regional 
District. 

Parks Canada is currently 
creating a Park Advisory 
Board to develop interim 
guidelines for park manage­
ment while a comprehensive 
plan is developed, Reeve 
said. 

"It's another opportunity to 
have your voice heard." 

The seven-member board 
will include three members 
from the general public with 
expertise in conservation, 
education, recreation, tourism 
or cultural heritage, Reeve 
said. 

"In tQ.e meantime, we 're 
making sure everything is up 
to snuff so people are safe out 
there.' ' 

Parks Canada will also 
conduct a baseline survey to 
find out how· many people 
travel to the Gulf Islands and 
why they come here, she said. 

"One of our overriding 
things from the start is to 
maintain the island lifestyle." 

But the Parks Canada man­
date also includes the use and 
enjoyment of park space, she 
noted. 

'The ferry will always be a 
limiting factor. That's a sav­
ing grace for the park and for 
the island lifestyle." 

CreatCifts 
for Kids 

Candlemaking Kits, Clay 
Pot Creations, Soap n' 
Stickers, Body Art, 
Soft Foam Art, 
Color'in Tattoos, 
Jungle Masks, 
Sand Art, 
Beaded Hair, 
etc ., etc., 
etc . 
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NEWS BEAT 

CHIEFS' WHEELS: 
Local students Lucie 
Baldwin-Surman and 
Elizabeth Anderson 
went to school in style 
on Thursday. The two 
girls won a raffle to 
become "Fire Chief for a 
Day" at the Salt Spring 
Fire Department open 
house last month. The 
prize included lunch 
with firefighters and 
deluxe transportation 
service to and from 
SChOOl . Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

Car hits mail truck 
Injuries and delayed 

mail resulted when a 1984 
Toyota Carnry skidded on 
ice into a freight truck 
Monday morning at 8 a.m. 

RCMP 
REPORT 

on Fulford-Ganges Road near Lee Road. 
Both vehicles were badly damaged, note police. 
The truck was transporting the day's supply of mail from 

Victoria to the Ganges post office. The driver of the Carnry 
was taken to Lady Minto Hospital with minor injuries and 
released later the same day. 

Roads can be icy, police say, and people should according­
ly drive with more care. 

• An 18-year-old woman was charged with impaired driv­
ing and driving over .08 after being apprehended by police on 
Reynolds Road on Monday night. 

• The Salt Spring Golf and Country Club reported its shed 
was broken into sometime Saturday night and that golf carts 
were taken for a joy ride. Damage was done to the golf 
course, shed and carts. 

A police investigation identified three 13-year-old boys as 
being involved, and police are working with the golf club to 
seek a resolution. 

• RCMP responded to a report of a shed being broken into 
on a Margaret Avenue property at about 9 p.m. Sunday. 
Police attended but the culprit had fled and was not located. 
Nothing appeared to have been taken. 

• At 2:10a.m. Thursday, a 49-year-old male received a 24-
hour suspension after being checked for erratic driving. 

• Police have received complaints of e-mails being received 
where senders are in a country with millions of dollars that 
must be put into a bank account. They request bank account 
numbers and offer a percentage of the money that is put into 
bank accounts. 

'This is an old scam," notes an RCMP press release. "DO 
NOT provide anyone with your personal information ... if it 
seems too good to be true, it probably is." 

BENJ<lA'l'H 'l'IIE OYSTERCA'l'CIIER 
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'Bookkeeying &' Payro(( Services 
Specializing in Small Business 

QuickBooks® Setup, Training & Support 

w i;{dinaton &' Co. Limited s37-oss4 
Certified I ntuit Advisor dav id @waddington.ca 

¥ Sharon's CountrY Home 
is now featuring the "Wellne,ss Home' 

Give yourself and your family 

~ 

the very best in life's basic needs! 
Optimal WATER: 

ultra-filtered re-mineralized water at a fraction of 
the cost of bottled water 

Ultimate SLEEP: 
beds, pillows, comforters etc. 
using advanced sleep technology for increased 
energy and reduced stress 

Cleaner AIR: 
the most advanced AIR filtration system 

And much much more ... 

Think ''optimum wellness" ... · 
Come in and see for yourself 

Sharon's Country Home 
Kitchens ~a. Baths ~a. Decorating ~a. Furniture 

AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-4014 · ~ 

• 6:00pm 



A8 • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2003 OPINION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

DON!T WORRY ABOUT XMAS, 
MICHAEL~ YOU'RE ALREAOV 

IN NEVER NtVERLAND 

AIDS fight needs 
mainstream attention 
It takes only one glance at the 7 ,000-cross art installation at the Peace 

Park in Ganges to know World AIDS Day organizers on Salt Spring 
have found a way to speak about something most of us are still afraid to 
acknowledge_ 
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The crosses represent the 7,000 people who die each day from a dis­
ease that has no cure. The sight of so many symbols of death and hope 
jolts us to pay attention to the ravages of AIDS both worldwide and in 
our own community. 

Without such dramatic visual statements, it is too easy to ignore 
AIDS. The stigma attached to the disease forces HIV+ or AIDS-afflict­
ed individuals to remain anonymous and ask for nothing from the wider 
community. AIDS has been compared to the Bubonic Plague, and 
worldwide statistics are hard to swallow. The Joint UN Programme on 
HIV I AIDS has just released updated estimates of present infections: 40 
million people around the world, with 26.6 million of those in sub­
Saharan Africa, and 2.5 million of those children under the age of 15. 

In the face of those statistics, it's hard not to feel overwhelmed and 
helpless. Dr. Jack Chow of the World Health Organization this week 
called AIDS "the premier disease of mass destruction," and noted it is 
the fourth largest cause of death worldwide and the leading cause in 
Africa_ 

But the UN's recent report also documents success with prevention 
programs in even the poorest of nations, stressing that education can 
make a difference. And that's one of the main thrusts of World AIDS 
Day on Salt Spring this year. 

The forces behind the events have made it possible for islanders to 
glean as little or as much awareness as can be handled through events 
culminating on December 1. It's also an opportunity to raise funds for 
AIDS-related projects around the world and for those who still suffer in 
silence among us . 

World AIDS Day is being marked with unprecedented verve on Salt 
Spring this year. People are urged to join Monday's walk, sponsor a 
walker, dance, donate, listen to speakers at the high school, read a pam­
phlet or simply absorb the scene at the Peace Park 

A .handful of activists cannot be expected to fight a devastating plague 
people are afraid to talk about. Helping individuals, communities and 
nations deal with AIDS must become a truly mainstream concern. 

Density transfers will mean end of five-acre averages 
By SAM LIGHTMAN and 
MAUREEN MILBURN 

The recent proposal to transfer 
densities to a property on Isabella · 
Point Road serves to raise an 
alarm about the larger issue of 
density transfers in general. 

VIEW 
POINT 

has been a community plan here. 

of density transfer is clear: save 
large tracts of green space by 
moving the densities to areas 
already developed. But the down­
side is not so clear, and needs to 
be articulated: if you put addition­
al densities into areas currently 
zoned five acres - i.e., the rural 
residential zones - then you no 
longer have a five-acre average. 

neighbour receives a couple of 
extra densities, I damn -well want 
them, too. So will every other lot 
holder in the area. They're worth a 
lot of money. The pressure on 
trustees (or their successor munic­
ipal councillors) will be intense. 

trustees to put a moratorium on all 
future density transfer applica­
tions until this policy has been 
reviewed, di scussed , and 
explained and justified to the peo­
ple in the receiving areas , and 
voted on in an OCP update refer­
endum. And in the meantime, 
there is ample and appropriate 
reason to reject the current 
Isabella Point Road proposal. 

This provision was included in the 
official community plan (OCP) and 
receiving areas designated with little 
or no discussion and even less under­
standing of its implications by the 
population most likely to impacted. 

The major implication is now 
becoming crystal clear: quite sim­
ply, density transfers _will ulti­
mately result in the demise of the 
five~acre average on Salt Spring. 

A visiting planner once told a 
meeting of the Community 
Planning Association on which I 
was sitting at the time, "If you 
want to protect Salt Spring Island, 
there are three things you have to 
do: protect the five-acre average, 
protect the five-acre average, pro­
tect the five-acre average." 

My own neighbourhood is not in 
jeopardy from the current density 
transfer proposal, (hence this is not a 
NIMBY letter) but is very much at 
risk by potential future proposals for 
density transfer. We are designated a 
density receiving area in the current 
OCP, and if densities start material­
izing here, the five-acre average has 
nowhere to go but down. 

Density transfer is the thin edge 
of an extraordinarily destructive 
wedge which in the end will lead 
to precisely the result we have 
been trying to avoid: overcrowd­
ing, dry wells, noise, environmen­
tal degradation and all the other 
ills we have worked so hard for so 
many years to preclude here. 

It is of serious concern to us, 
and many others as well, and that 
concern will expand as more peo­
ple become aware of the implica­
tions inherent in density transfer. 

Unfortunately, at the creation of 
our current OCP, our local plan­
ners seem to have lost their focus 
on this point. 

The five-acre average has been 
the backbone of density control 
on Salt Spring for as long as there The positive side of the concept How do you regulate it? If my 

Increasing numbers of islanders 
are becoming aware of the unin­
tended consequences of this 
extremely dubious policy. The 
OCP is due for a review. I urge the 

The writers have been active in 
community governance and envi­
ronmental organizations for ma'!y 
years. 

Before I tell you about 
Bruce 's strange eating 
habits, I should fill you in on 
what happened when we 
first arrived at the cabin. 

In November, in the 
Cariboo mountains, night 
quickly overtakes the meagre 
daylight. So, when we arrived . 
at the cabin I stumbled down 
a steep bank in the dark to 
find the propane tank and tum 
on the valves to the fridge and 
stove. 

The fridge was originally 
from a wrecked motorhome. I 
installed it on my porch, right 
by the cabin door, so in bug 
season you can just open the 
door, quickly reach into the 
fridge and retreat inside. 

In order to light the pilot 
light you have to lie down on 
the porch and push one side 
of your head hard into the 
floor so one eye is low 
enough to peer into the bot­
tom of the fridge. Hidden 
down there are all the control 
doohickeys. Three switches 

Breakfast in the cold light of day 
and two 
dial s. A 
switch for 
gas , one 
for elec- ISlE SAY! 
'tricity and WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

one that's 
probably a 
master 
on/off switch . There ' s no 
writing visible under 'the first 
switch. The faded and 
chipped paint under the sec­
ond one says "Elec 0 ." 

The writing under the third 
says "Gas 0." They probably 

·used to say "Elec On" and 
"Gas On" - so you could 
choose the appropriate power 
system. Tum one switch on 
and the other off. But what if 
the writing used to say ''Elec 
Off'' and "Gas Off'? Now I'm 
hooped. 

Okay, I can figure this out. 
It's like one of those riddles in 
a middle-school math book: 

"A fridge that can operate on 
propane or electricity - but 
not both - has three switches 
and two dials for temperature 
control (thermostats) . The 
writing on the switches is no 
longer visible. What is the 
minimum number of combi­
nations of switch positions 
and dial settings that you ' 
would need to try in order to 
operate the fridge on 
propane?" 

Okay. If the first switch is 
the master switch and pushing 
it to the left turns it on, then 
the second switch (electricity) 
should be off if I switch it to 
the right. Which means the 

third switch (propane) will be 
on if I switch it to the left If 
the first thermostat dial is for 
electric heat and I tum it all 
the way clockwise, it will be 
completely shut off. Or all the 
way on. 

Okay. It doesn't matter 
which dial is for electric heat 
and which is for propane. They 
just have to be turned in oppo­
site directions. If one is on, then 
the other will be off; so if one 
combination doesn't work then 
the other will. Hah! I'm bril­
liant. The only thing left to fig­
ure out is the switch positions. 
Hmmm. What if the dials are in 
the right positions but the 
switches aren't? It doesn't mat­
ter. There can't be that many 
possible combinations. 

I've been lying out here on 
the porch, in the dark, face 
pressed into the floor, with a 
flashlight in my mouth, for 
half an hour. Fifty-third try. 

First switch in left position, 
second switch in left position, 
third switch in right position. 
First dial all the way clock­
wise. Second dial all the way 
counter-clockwise. Now push 
the "ignite" button to light the 
pilot light. Nothing. 

Meanwhile, the sounds of 
Jeff and Bruce working hard 
to get the cabin cleaned up 
and warmed up are wafting 
out. 

"Want another one, Jeff?" 
"Sure! That last one went 

down quickly." 
"Where's John?'' 
"Who?" 
" John . The guy whose 

cabin we're at." 
"Oh. I think he went to the 

outhouse. He'll be back in a 
minute." 

Where was I? First switch 
to the right. Second one to the 
left. Third one to the right. 
First dial counter-clockwise, 

second dial clockwise. Try to 
find enough strength in shiv­
ering numb fingers to push -
the ignite button again. Oh 
my God! It worked! Through 
my one eye pressed to the 
ground I see a tiny blue flame 
under the burner. Yes! 

Wham! My world goes 
black as the cabin door hits 
me in the head and the flash­
light falls out of my mouth. 

"John? Why are you lying 
out here on the deck? With 
your head right by the door. 
Geez, you should come inside 
where it's warm." 

Next morning Jeff goes out 
to get th~ breakfast fixings 
from the fridge. A minute 
later he walks back into the 
cabin and throws a jug at me. 
I catch a soijd brick of frozen 
milk. He tosses the bacon 
onto the table. Bonk! Then he 
drops an egg onto the floor. 
Clank! 

"You should have a look at 
that fridge when y<;m have a 
minute. I think it needs an 
adjustment.' 
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We asked: What could you do to drive more safety? 

Alex Keating Lany Goodman Rick Saunders Adrienne Schult 
I'd slow down and be more 
courteous. What's wrong 
with letting someone in? 
The island moves so slow­
who needs to be quick? 

I'd drive slower and not 
get in a hurry. We're on an 
island. No matter how fast 
you drive you'll hit water 
in 15 minutes. 

Monica Ritenour 
/' d always look out for the 
other person and slow 
down. I watch out on 
Vesuvius Bay Road - peo­
ple take it too fast. 

I'm a pedestrian. As far as 
I'm concerned, people have 

·their brains in their pocket 
and don't know what cross-

I'm wary of the corners and 
black ice. Also, be wary of 
drunk drivers. It's that time 
of year. 

Letters to the Editor 
Cross field 

Have you seen the cross­
es in Peace Park across 
from ArtSpring? 

There are 7,000 crosses 
in the park - one cross for 
each person who will die of 
AIDS today, and tomorrow, 
and tomorrow. 

The crosses, put there by 
volunteers, .are intended to 
help us all visualize the 
number of people who die 
from AIDS each day. 

These 7,000 crosses were 
placed in the park as part of 
AIDS Awareness Week, 
lwhic'h ends" December' 1 
with World AIDS Day. 

In the 1980s and '90s, 
World AIDS Day was seen 
as a "day without art." This 
was to recognize the loss of . 
so many great artists 
afflicted with HIV and 
AIDS . 

In the last few years, 
World AIDS Day has 
become more and more 
important as a way to 
strengthen the global 
response to the challenges 
of the AIDS pandemic. The 
crosses in Peace Park are a 
piece of installation art 
aimed at creating greater 
social awareness. 

AIDS kills five people 
worldwide each minute. If 
you haven't seen the field 

of crosses, it's worth the 
trip, even if you are coming 
from one of the other Gulf . 
Islands or beyond. 

An important symbol for 
AIDS awareness is seen in 
the field of crosses. A field 
of white crosses surrounds 
a red ribbon (created from 
red crosses) . The red rib­
bon first was used in 1991 
by Visual AIDS in New 
York as a global symbol in 
the fight against AIDS . We 
can all wear red ribbons to 
symbolize support for those 
living with or suffering 
because of AIDS. 

Money raised in red rib­
bon boxes around this com­
munity will go to support 
local individuals dealing 
with the difficulties of liv­
ing with HIV and AIDS. 

In early years of the epi­
demic, the red ribbon was 
an important visual symbol 
for tolerance and solidarity 
with those often discrimi­
nated by the public - the 
people living with HIV and 
AIDS. It appears little has 
changed. The United 
Nations has chosen stigma 
and discrimination as the 
focus of the 2003 World 
AIDS Day. 

In many parts of the 
world, discrimination pre­
vents people who are 

known to have HIV from 
securing a job or caring for 
their families. 
Discrimination can prevent 
people from seeking or 
being offered the treatment 
that could save their lives. 
It also causes isolation and 
marginalizes people who 
have HIV and AIDS. 

One of the goals of the 
World AIDS Day event on 
Salt Spring is to inform and 
educate people so that there 
is no need for stigma and 
discrimination. 
PEGGY FRANK, 
Victoria 

M ·aaical 
WhiTe Arvid did not 

appear to look anything 
like Little Miss Muffet 
(though he was indeed sit­
ting on his tuffet) during 
his Unglued show on 
November 14, did anyone 
other than Heather and 
myself notice the somewhat 
large spider that lowered 
itself from the ceiling and 
stopped waist-high on 
Arvid's right side while he 
was reminiscing about his 
absent friend James 
Wilkinson? 

It was an unbelievable 
moment. Magic was defi­
nitely in the air that night! 
DIANNE PARSONS, 
Lower Ganges Road 

walks are for. 

More details 
The November 19 articles 

about the Salt Spring Island 
Community Services 
Society impress me with 
the fact that budget figures 
can be quoted according to 
the special point of view 
being taken. 

In order to draw an edu­
cated conclusion and resul­
tant decision regarding 
whether or not to make a 
donation to Salt Spring 
Island Community Services 
Society, I would like to see 
more details as to the soci­
ety's budget. 

Within the last month a 
plea for donations was 
made by the society to 
cover the Wellness Program 
it helps sponsor. As a mem­
ber of Salt Spring Seniors 
Services Society I know 
that it is currently making 
donations from its meagre 
income in the amount of 
$1,000 per month plus 
office and teiephone to that 
same Wellness Program 
and, according to state­
ments made by Community 
Services, Lady Minto 
Hospital, Greenwoods and 
the new assisted living 
complex Meadowbrook 
also contribute to it. It 
would therefore appear that 
the public is already giving 

substantial support to that 
particular program. 

I would be very interest­
ed to know how the gross 
income of Salt Spring 
Island Community Services 
Society, which inclUdes the 
provincial government's 
grant and the above dona­
tions, is constituted, and in 
what 'proportions it is dis­
pensed , i.e. for general 
maintenance, and for wages 
and benefits for 57 employ­
ees. 
BETIY POOLE, 
Salt Spring 

Peril 
On November 21, while 

enroute to Vesuvius, I 
noticed a truck which ha,d 
momentarily lost control 
and was skidding to the 
right and I believe great 
danger. 

The area of Vesuvius Bay 
Road I see as a peril is just 
past Tripp Road and almost 
to Mobrae Avenue, nearest 
Vesuvius. 

I assume the truck lost 
control because the road 
was icy as opposed to the 
driver talking on a cell 
phone or some other dis­
traction. 

The road at this point is 
very steep on the right side 
(Vesuvius bound). I think 

that large metal railings are 
needed here to prevent a 
tragedy. 

On the other side of the 
road towards Portlock Park 
there are signs warning 
drivers to stay on their side 
of the white lines. 
DON MADSEN, 
Brinkworth Road 

MORE LEITERS A10 

Your 
letters · are 

' ' . 
welcome 

Letters to the editor are 
welcome, but writers 
are requested to keep 
their submissions to 400 
words or less. Letters 
may be edited for brevi­
ty, legality and taste . 
Writers are also asked to 
furnish a telephone 
number where they may 
be reached during the 
day, and to sign their 
letters with their full 
name. Thank you letters 
will not normally be con­
sidered for publication. 

Email your letters to 
news@gulfislands.net 

Legalizing suites would get workers · out of tents 
Let's give a standing 

ovation to Vancouver 
Mayor Larry Campbell. 

With a sweep of the pen 
he has begun a process 
which will essentially end 
Vancouver's chronic rental 
shortage. The legalization 
of in-law suites will end a 
ton of headaches that has 
plagued that city for 
decades. 

First and foremost, it will 
give the dishwashers some­
where to live, besides mom 
and dad's place or stacked 
up four deep in a one-bed­
room apartment on the out­
skirts of Chilliwack. 

Same goes for the wait­
resses. And gas jockeys. 
And Wal-Mart greeters. All 
the low-wage earners that 
make the city run. Sound 
familiar? 

Over the past 10 years, 

S a 1 t 
Spring 
h a s 
gradu­
a l 1 y 
joined 
t h e 

PERSONALLY 
SPEAKING 

BY PETER VINCENT 

dubious 
ranks of international desti­
nation points with little or 
no housing infrastructure. 
Tons of jobs. Nowhere to 
live. 

I've known perfectly rea­
sonable women hunkered 
down in tents or large 
Oldsmobiles. So why 
should a waitress pick a 
bag-lady lifestyle when she 
can work in Victoria, make 
the same or more money, 
and actually have a bed and 
a flush toilet at the end of 
the day? 

What possible incentive 
can restaurants like the · 

Oystercatcher offer? If 
truth be told, local retail 
outlets will hire ,anyone 
with a pulse, as long as 
they have a roof over their 
heads. So why don't we do 
everyone a fa~our and 
legalize basement or sec­
ondary suites? 

The issue has always 
been shoehorning these 
suites into local zoning 
bylaws and building codes. 
Do we really need a mini­
mum 7' 6" ceiling, as dic­
tated by local building 
code? 

How about plumbed-in 

sprinkler systems or hard­
wired smoke detectors? Do 
you really think the tenter 
behind Mouat's Park gives 
a damn if the bathroom is 
within arm's length of the 
kitchen? 

And what a bonus it 
would be for first-time 
homeowners faced with 
astronomical housing price 
tags . When qualifying 
mortgage applicants, banks 
are more than a little reti­
cent about factoring in rent 
payments from illegal 
suites. 

Wouldn't you feel the 
same? All it takes is a dis­
gruntled tenant phoning the 
building inspector to shut 
down a basement suite, or 
an evil neighbour seeking 
retribution for your barking 
dog. The applicant's 

- income just plummeted 

$500 per month, a figure 
which could easily make or 
break a mortgage payment. 

Legalized suites are just 
~ot susceptible to the 
vagaries of psychotic ten­
ants or vengeful neigh­
bours. The only resistance 
to legalizing suites may 
come from those home­
owners without the need of 
a mortgage helper, who do 
not want to see their neigh­
bourhood sullied by renters 
peeling around in pre­
owned Hyundais. They will 
march out those tired old 
chestnuts about increased 
traffic, excessive strain on 
the water tables and sew­
ers, yadayadayada - you 
know ... the same argu­
ments trotted out by the 
anti-vacation rental cadre. 

So what's stopping Salt 
Spring from following 

Larry Campbell's lead? 
The trail ends, once again, 
at the ballot box. 

Vancouver enjoys a certain 
autonomy. They are at liberty 
to pass whatever outlandish 
bylaw suits their whim, as 
long as they have a consen­
sus and it doesn ' t ruffle 
provincial or federal feathers. 

Although under the eyes 
of the Islands Trust, Salt 
Spring is also in a position 
to legalize in-law suites. 

Maybe nobody has put­
the question to trustees Eric 
Booth or Kimberly Lineger 
- maybe they have a bad 
case of the "yipes." 

Whatever the reason, 
there are still decent people 
here on Salt Spring living 
in tents, and that is truly 
indecent. ' 

pvince.nt@ saltspring. com 
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20 ounce cotton fleece 
hooded kangaroo 

100% cotton 
turtleneck 

100% cotton 
short and long sleeve 

t-shirts 

GANGES 
GARMENT 

co. 
uon the action comer" 

More letters 
Not for sale 

It is crucial that our Islands 
Trust serve and protect our 
island way of life. That's why 
we came here in the first 
place. 

For me the proposed 
Stewart Road Quarry sym­
bolizes the rampant and 
improperly controlled over­
development of Salt Spring. 
This is unacceptable. 

We are not naive. Some 
people will just do what they 
want to do and their bottom 
line is how much money they 
can make as more people 
move here to get away from 
over-development elsewhere. 

How ironic that the over­
development they are trying 
to escape is the very thing 
that now confronts them on 
Salt Spring. 

It is said that another name 
for God is reality. Our reality 
is that it is not just the Islands 
Trust that needs to preserve 
and protect Salt Spring -
each one of us can make a 
difference. 

David Suzuki said that if 
we can't halt environmental 
and social disintegration here 
on Salt Spring it can't be 
done anywhere. 

It's good to remember that 
the reasons why we chose to 
live on Salt Spring are our 
common ground. Salt Spring 
herself is the unity in our 
diversity. 

Stewart Road Residents 
AssociaticJn (SRRA) has 
been circulating a petition 
opposing the Stewart Road 
quarry application. Our peti­
tion stand says: "Stop the 

Quarry. Our Island Way Of 
Life Is Not For Sale." The 
petition asks Minister of 
Mines Richard Neufeld "to 
deny approval of this applica­
tion because a mine will 
endanger public safety, dam­
age the environment, threaten 
a wetland and a community 
water source and contravene 
our official community plan." 

It's not the petition itself 
that makes any real differ­
ence to the process of a 
protest action. It's about 
building community, every­
thing and everyone being in 
relationship whether we rec­
ognize and respect it or not. 

I collected about 100 sig-
natures in front of 
Patterson's. 

Many islanders expressed 
incredulity that this mine 
application could even be 
considered. 

People worry that the 
Islands Trust doesn't have a 
strong and enforceable 
enough regulatory and advi­
sory policy. 

Once again, and for the last 
time this year, we invite all 
concemeq resid.ents of Salt 
Spring to attend the next 
Islands Trust meeting at 
Lions Hall, at 1:15 p.m. on 
Saturday, November 29th. 
Please come wearing blue to 
show you care about our wet­
lands and watersheds! 
J. CAMPBELL, 
Stewart Road 

Latimer 
update 

About five years ago, over 
700 islanders signed a petition 

Gulf Coast • 
MATERIALS i\lr 

will be off loading the gravel barge 
on Wednesday, December 10, 2003 

SORRY FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS MAY CAUSE 

-See us for a fast 
quote on all your 

building 
tl' Concrete 
tl' Insulation 
tl' Flooring 
tl' Painting 
tl' ~oofing 

d 
ea ing 

fl Irrigation 
fJ! Eaves 

tl' Electrical 
tl' Plumbing 
tl' Septic Field 

(infiltrators) 

Shop around ... 
then we'll see you at Slegg's 

requesting clemency for 
Robert Latimer. 

This petition and many like 
it were ignored. For the past 
three years Robert has been in 
prison, initially in maximum 
security, then in medium secu­
rity in Bowden in Alberta, and 
now for the past few weeks he 
has been imprisoned in the 
minimum security prison in 
William Head between Sooke 
and Victoria. 

During this time his family 
have been deprived of a father, 
his wife -of a husband and the 
community of a very produc­
tive member. Society is paying 
a very high cost to punish 
Robert for committing an act 
which many view as loving 
and humane. 

If any readers would like to 
write him or visit him, the 
address is: 

Robert Latimer, 6000 
William Head Road, P.O. Box 
4000, Victoria, B.C. V8X 3Y8. 

In order to visit an inmate of 
a federal prison, one must first 
request permission. The pro­
cess may take up to two 
weeks. 

Some of us are writing the 
outgoing prime minister 
requesting that Robert be rec­
ommended for the Royal 
Prerogative of Mercy. 

The prime minister's 
address is: Office of the Prime 
Minister, 80 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIA OA2. 
BRIAN FINNEMORE, 
Fulford Harbour 

Door opens 
I am writing on behalf of 

the young people who enjoy 

skateboarding on Salt 
Spring. 

I not only understand (I 
think) their disappointment 
over the burning by arson of 
one of their major ramps, but 
I can see that this is a door 
that has closed, while anoth­
er one is opening. 

Arsonists, like other crimi­
nals in our society, are like 
fuses in a circuit: when they 
blow, it most often means 
that there is a power surge. 

In other words, while on 
the surface it appears that a 
crisis has occurred, a new 
development is about to take 
place. 

We are now talking not 
only about acquiring a dis­
used roadway, but also a 
concrete facility which can­
not be burned to the ground. 

The publicity surrounding 
this "regrettable" event made 
possible an awareness of the 
importance of that skate­
board site for our youth, and 
ultimately, for every person 
on our beautiful island. 

When I was· in my teens, 
waiting to be drafted by the 
French military, I spent my 
days downhill skating. 

I was so enthused by the 
sport that I didn't even wear 
protective gear. 

I had not ,heard of that 
sport from anyone, or any­
body: I was totally on my 
own. 

I wrote a lengthy and 
detailed letter . to the 
Olympic committee, asking 
them to include downhill 
skating as an Olympic sport. 

I got no answer; but that 

very cottage, very festive 

Our selected collection of 

lf1 unique Christmas ornaments 

re hurricane lamps 

re french candles 

lfl Lesley Stowe raincoast crisps 

lf1 Tuscan pottery 

re garden accessories 

lfl character furniture 

re stocking stuffers 

coast cottage accessories 

134 Hereford Avenue • Salt Spring 
538~1975 

across from Coastal Currents 
Tuesday - Saturday 9am- 5pm 

Sunday llam - 3pm until Christmas 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

didn' t stop me from practis- · 
ing that sport. 

Here, in 2003, we have a 
group of people practising 
"the science and art of 
skateboarding." 

Unless I am uninformed, I 
predict that skateboarding 
_will eventually make it to 
the Olympics. 

What I am talking about 
here is not just a bunch of 
"kids" having fun on 
wheeled platforms: I am 
talking about young athletes 
in the making, some of them­
quite good at what they do. 

I will sign any petition 
supporting the establishment 
of a concrete skateboard 
park. 

I can relate, from my own 
tangible experience, to the 
fun and challenge of skate­
boarding. 
FRANCOIS JAUBERT, 
Corbett Road 

No sense 
I just don't get it. Could 

somebody explain why, 
since we didn't.join the 
United States in its invasion 
of Iraq, we have to take on 
its hare-brained National 
Missile Defense system? 

Both Paul Martin and the 
opposition seem to support 
the idea, but I don't under­
stand who or what it is sup­
posed to protect us from? 
Terrorist ICBMs? The North 
Koreans? The Russians? 

Are they planning to use 
it against suicide bombers? 
Will it protect Canadian 
sovereignty, or eliminate it? 

Are they hoping to spin 
some deals for our defence 
contractors? 

Our MP, Gary Lunn, tells 
me he supports it, but refus­
es to say why. 

Can somebody explain it 
tome? 
BRIAN SMALLSHAW, 
Salt Spring · 

What's next? 
Your recent expose of the 

practices of Len and White 
Glove are little more than 
the appearance in print of a 
long -standing island tradi­
tion - trashing someone's 
reputation. 

Unlike a similar expose of 
another contractor's person­
al life, and indeed unlike the 
aforesaid tradition, Len at 
least does get to defend him­
self. 

What next- you'll be 
printing: "Don't use So-and­
so, he's a rip-off' or "Watch 
out for , he'll 
cost twice as much as he 
says"? 

No wonder I sometime 
introduce myself to clients 
as "I'm a contractor, but I'm 
trying to go straight!" 
Peter Blackmore, 
SALT SPRING 

MORE LETTERS A 11 

· HILLSIDE 
LANDSCAPE 

GRAVEL MART 
Est. 1981 

When quality counts. 
Now serving Salt Spring 

Premium 
Top Soil 

with 
Cow or Chicken 

Manure 
For friendly service 

call AI at 250-746-5548 
Winter Hours. Please Call. 

Delivery Anytime 
Island Hwy. @ Bench Rd. 

under the Canadian flag, Duncan 
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i DERRICK'S 

ISLAND PICS 

More letters 
Lost 
landscapes 

From Abraham Lincoln, 
"Force is all conquerring, 
but its victories are short 
lived." 

I am grieving for the 
destruction of our island 
landscapes . Islanders who 
feel the natural forest floor, 
vines, ferns and salal must 
be bulldozed. They have not 
seen the otter and deer trails, 
the tiny raccoon footprints , 
the heron roosting sites, the 
eagle's domain. 

They have probably not 
picked the wild blackberry 
harvest, marvelled at the 
lady slippers and camas or 
witnessed the quail and song 
birds feasting on seeds, 
rose-hips and snowberries. 

Why can realtors not 
work with our land to pre­
serve our natural landscape 
- before the damage is 
done? 

We don't need 10-ton 
weapons of mass destruc­
tion, city lawnscapes and all 
the irrigation and chemicals 
they entail. 

The drive to town is now 
heartbreaking - more and 
more land scraped raw, 

· views of the harbour hidden 
from us all by cedar hedg­
ing, huge tree stands gone or 
butchered. 

I don't care to be robbed 
of my landscape - the rural 
scene on Lees Hill changed 
for now with metal fencing 
and treated posts, the mile 
of Beddis Road fenced now 
with the same, erasing in 

Name: SAM COCHRANE 
537/538/653: 537 
Occupation(s): Mail 
courier- soon to retire. 
Hobbies: Gardening, 
cooking, the dogs. 
Home finished/unfin­
ished: Finished. 
Favourite people:My 
wife. 
Favourite read: Any 
book on the railways. 
Best thing about 551: 
The people. 
Worst thing about 551: 
Is there anything? 
Best place to kiss on 
551?: Anywhere. 

one week the hedgerows 
that have grown gently over 
the decades. 

We have lamented our lost 
landscape before and 
exhausted our hearts and 
minds stopping the Texada 
force. The piece-meal 
destruction as we grow will 
leave little of our precious 
landscape for all of us to 
dream in. Please - stop, 
think, live with and nurture 
your land. 
ANNE HUMPHRIES, 
Haamea Bay 

P.S. And please don't 
leave us all to choke in burn 
piles! More smoke is not a 
solution to global warming 
with its wild winds, fires, 
drought and floods . 

MORE LEITERS A12 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee 
November 26, 2003, 5:30p.m. -7:30p.m. 

BC Ferries Fulford Regional Office -
Conference Room 

The Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee is holding a meeting as 

noted above. Members of the public are welcome to attend. 

The Salt Spring Island Ferry Advisory Committee is appointed by local 

governments to advise BC Ferries on local ferry issues. The committee also 

· advises the Corporation periodically on broader policy and service issues. 

Agenda items for this meeting include: 

• Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay-Fulford Connections 
• Southern Gulf Islands Schedule Review Process 

• Capital Projects Update 

The following person may be contacted as a member of your ferry advisory 

committee: 

Chairperson Darlene Hewitt 250-537-1518 

For more information, contact the committee Chairperson or Stephen 

Nussbaum, Communications Manager at 250-655-6187 or by email at 

stephen.nussbaum@bcferries.com. 

~CFerries 

To all those driverS" refus­
ing to use turn signals. Yes, 
we know everyone should· 
know where you are turning, 
but this is not kindergarten. 
HB 

Rants to the thieves who 
are too cheap to pay $2 for 
their own garbage disposal 
and sneak around in their 
cars until they find some­
body else's clean and emp­
tied can to put in their stink­
ing, leaking bags. This costs 
the victim an extra $2 plus 
aggravation and clean-up. 

Rants to reporters with no 
relevant experience review­
ing concerts and art shows, 
as in the recent cello concert 
or this summer's ASA art 
show. A critic is not some­
one who expresses their per­
sonal opinion but someone 
who has some knowledge of 
the subject and the estab­
lished rul~s of critiquing -
whether the review is good 
or bad it is therefore fair and 
not a result of their personal 
tastes. There must be a lot of 
people on SS who have 
these skills. The artists and 
performers have worked 
hard to present their work; a 
more professional approach 
would show more respect. 

A massive bouquet of 
roses to Arianne Trehearne 

of Island Savings Credit 
Union for your help way 
above and beyond the nor­
mal ·call of duty. Your 
helping me with obtaining 
a cashier's cheque in my 
particular problematic sit­
uation is deeply appreciat­
ed. Island Savings (and its 
customers) are indeed very 
fortunate to have you 
working for them. Many 
thanks! RK 

To all the incredible 
people/companies/busi­
nesses donating about 
$2,070 of great items to 
the Best of Salt Spring 
draw at the Apple Festival. 
You made eight winners 
very happy. Thanks for 
creating such a beautiful 
display of SSI treasures. 

Roses to Laurie Craig · 
who came rushing to my 
rescue at GVM last 
Tuesday, abandoning his 
groceries at the check-out. 
I had locked my keys in 
my car and was on my 
way to catch the Vesuvius 
ferry. I failed to notice that 
while I thought my car 
was missing two Jack 
Russells, the dogs were in 
fact sitting comfortably in 
my identical car on the 
other side of the parking 
lot. Luckily, the car own­
ers arrived before we actu­
ally broke in! Because I 
had to chase the check-out 
clerk who was making 
away with the groceries I 
had left on the hood of the 
other car, and then rush to 
catch the ferry, I didn ' t 
have a chance to thank 

Laurie properly - so 
many thanks . 

A big bouquet of roses 
to JJM Highway s 
Maintenance and Jim 
Buckley for rescuing the 
school bus stuck in the 
snow at the bottom of 
Beddis Road . The bus 
drivers and students all 
appreciate what you guys 
do for us! Thanks! 

Roses to Art Now IV for 
a great show and to Jason 
for creating a delectable 
duck dinner at Beaver 
Point Hall. Let's support 
him and his culinary 
efforts on Salt Spring! 

Roses to Jana for creat­
ing the delicious appetiz­
ers for my husband's. 60th 
birthday! They were a hit! 
You should put a sign­
board out on the road so 
more people can find you 
and your wonderful food . 
Thanks . Karen 

Roses to Island Star 
Video and Ramesh Meyers 
of Allowed Sound Studio 
for lending equipment for 
Robert Bateman's slide 
presentation at our AGM. 
Friends of Salt Spring 
Parks (FOSP) 

On Nov. 13 at 3:55 p.m., 
I locked my keys in my car 
and a friend got Dave from 
McColl's Shell. He got the 
door open in time to get 
my 4 p.m. flight (which 
was 10 minutes late) . 
Many thanks and roses. 

McKimm & Lott is pleased to announce that Nola M. Silzer has joined the firm. 
Ms. Silzer has an extensive background in family law, most recently in the area of 
support enforcement, and will be joining our family law and general litigation 
team. Nola has been a Peninsula resident since 1989, and is looking forward to 
practicing law in her own community. 

McKimm & Lott, established in Sidney in 1972, offers a full range of legal services 
to the Peninsula and Gulf Islands, from offices in Sidney and in Ganges. 

McKIMM & LoTT 
BARRISTERS • SOLICITORS • NOTARIES PUBLIC 

9830 4th Street, Sidney, BC, V8L 2Z3 
Telephone: (250) 656-3961 • Fax: (250) 655-3329 

118 Fulford-Ganges Rd., Suite 201, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2S4 
Telephone: (250) 537-9951 • Fax: (250) 537-1916 
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More letters 
Clarifying 

· After reading Mitchell 
Sherrin's "Complaints 
Tarnish White Glove's 
Reputation" article; I am 
prompted to clarify a few 
points. 

On one hand, I am 
pleased that the Driftwood 
made an attempt to address 
Len Davies' business activi­
ties. But on the other hand I 
am irritated that Mr .. Davies 
has been given the "wiggle­
room" to justify his pattern 
of reprehensible behaviour; 
as the article was not clear 
on the time frame involved 
in Mr. Davies' contract with 
my mother. -

However, after re-reading 
the article, it dawned on me 
that Mr. Davies had been 
caught in his lie. In the arti­
cle he first admits that "We 
did the cleaning on a 
Wednesday preparing for 
sealing on Friday." He later 

Cotton 
Jacket 

$69 

Pants 
$59 

Open 7 days a 

claims "he applied a Sikkens 
oil stain (?)", despite never 
having returned to the prop­
erty. 

The truth is that, after tak­
ing a first cheque for $700 
from my 80-year-old wid­
owed mother, weeks went 
by before anything was 
done. He finally showed up 
to do the deck wash. He 
ended up weaseling a sec­
ond cheque from my mother 
for $1,645 to complete the 
rest of the work. Of course, 
he never came back to com­
plete the job when he said 
he would. 

If the deck was safer after 
his labours, when my mother 
anticipated that he had 
returned to complete the job, it 
is unlikely that she would 
have slipped and broken her 
hip. 

It was more than two 
months later .before Mr. 
Davies finally responded to 
previous messages left on 

OPINION 

his answering machine by 
my sister, who lives in 
Victoria, and later, me, after 
I flew out from Toronto to 
look after my mother. 

At that time when Mr. 
Davies called, he and I dis­
cussed his re-imbursing my 
mother for the money given 
him in good faith. Only then 
was he told that he would 
not be welcome back on the 
property. It was then that he 
claimed to have applied the 
Sikkens wood preservative 
product. I let him know that 
I was quite aware of the fact 
that there is absolutely no 
evidence that he did any 
such thing. At that time, he 
promised to return some of 
the money, but after more 
than a month with no satis­
faction, we are not holding 
our breath. 

I am curious what might 
be the ·basis for Mr. Davies ' 
statement that my mother is 
not upset, only her son and 

daughter! This was the fust 
time that my mother had 
dealings with a contractor, 
who hadn't been completely 
honourable, in the 15 years 
she has lived on Salt Spring. 
Over and above the physical 
shock to her system of her 
broken hip; it is devastating 
to her that she was so taken 
advantage of. 

"Nobody's expressed any 
dissatisfaction other than a 
couple of things not getting 
done." Indeed! 

I am not just criticizing 
White Glove for poor public 
relations. For good reasons 
should Mr. Davies be upset 
about posters and newspaper 
articles questioning his busi­
ness practices. He is the one 
who must take responsibility 
for the consequences of his 
acts and his reputation with­
in the community. 
DEREK S. MCPHAIL, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Witch hunt 
I am writing to express 

my concern with the recent 
outcome of appeal in The 
Supreme Court of British 
Columbia in Vancouver 
against Ms. Gloria Lemay. 
Ms. Lemay was convicted of 
practising midwifery with­
out a licence. She spent 
almost three months in jail 
last year, and will remain on 
parole until next month. 
Last week she lost her 
appeal. Her lawyer wants to 
take the case to the Supreme 
Court of Canada. 

The College of Midwives 
has succeeded in stopping 
her from practising mid­
wifery. 

What I see in our province 
is a complete disrespect for 
women, their thoughts, 
choices and freedoms. 

My· concerns on the 
issue of midwifery in our 
province are many, which 

French Terry 
$50 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

I summarize as: 
Fundamentally, nobody 

- not the government, not 
the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, not the 
College of Midwives, not 
one's doctor nor one's 
mother - should be 
allowed to dictate who a 
woman (and her partner) 
may hire to attend her birth. 

When the service is being 
paid for privately (i.e. not 
through MSP) it is especial­
ly offensive for any regula-. 
tion body to have the right 
to control a woman's choice 
and freedom in our 
province. 

The College of Midwives 
and tpe regulation of mid­
wifery in our province were 
sold to women as providing 
more choice. Home births 
would be covered by MSP. 
It sounded good to a lot of 
people. I felt at the time of 
regulation , and still feel 
today, that the College of 
Midwives is an extension of 
the medical system. There 
are probably many women 
in our province having 
home births now that would 
·not -have considered it 
before midwifery services 
were covered by MSP. That 
is a good thing . Usually 
these births have better out­
comes than hospital births 
and, of course, it's less cost­
ly to the system. 

People like me and many 
other islanders chose to hire 
Gloria or other birth atten­
dants (it's illegal for them to 
be called "midwives" since 
regulation) who work out­
s-ide the system, or choose 
to have unassisted births. 

Ms. Lemay attended me 
10 years ago when I gave 
birth to my only child. She 
provided care that was way 
above and beyond the care 
provided by the medical 
system at that time. 

Ms. Lemay's statistics are 
excellent. She has attended 
over a thousand births. She 
has worked in the field for 
more than 20 years. She 
chooses civil disobedience 
since she disagrees with the 
legislation surrounding the 
regulating of midwifery in 
our province. She is not a 
criminal. She is providing a 
much needed service to 
women in our province. 

It is a crime for u s to 
allow this woman to be con­
tinually harassed. We should 
be thanking her for her con­
tribution to · society. We 
should be revering her for all 
she gives. Gloria Lemay is a 
woman of great integrity. 

In this case against Ms. 
Lemay, a private detective 
was hired to pose as a stu­
dent taking a doula class 
offered by Ms. Lemay. Tax 
dollars were used to entrap 
my midwife. I am not okay 
with this use of public 
funds . What are the govern­
ment , the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, 
the College of Midwives 
and the judge thinking? This 
is a witch hunt and it must 
be stopped! 

If you are interested in 
supporting Gloria Lemay to 
take this case to the 
Supreme Court of Canada, 
please give me a call at 
538-0246. I'd love to have 
contact with others who 
share my perspective on this 
issue. 
KIM HUNTER, 
Head Street 

MORE LETTERS A 14 
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OK Salt Springers bottom up or top down? 
By MICHAEL KREEFT 

Ask a young person on 
Salt Spring about their plans 
or hopes for the future and 
you'll receive an array of 
answers: one hopes to go to 
Vancouver for university or 
the big city life , another 
plans on heading to Alberta 
where the jobs are. 

Often they will simply 
shrug. · 

The common theme, how­
ever, is that very few plan to 
stay here, and many tradi­
tional career paths, such as 
teaching or social services, 
are looking more and more 
unappetizing. 

This wasn ' t always the 
case. Students seeking sum­
mer employment, for exam­
ple, used to compete fervent­
ly for positions in Ganges or 
at our many studios, and 
there was a time when cut­
backs and kickbacks did not 
endanger quality jobs like 
health care workers or ferry 
workers. 

But the current combina­
tion of low-quality job 
opportunities, an escalating 
cost of living and a murky 
outlook for community-sta­
ple occupations cloud the 
future of our youth. 

Government cuts in the 
public sphere and numerous 
controversies in the private 
sphere reduce quality possi­
bilities to a trickle. There are 
jobs around, but few are the 
sort of thing a young person 
wants or is able to build a 
life around. 

While not unique to Salt 
Spring, cuts to the Salt 
Spring Community Services 
Society, controversy around 
B.C. Ferries, and dissension 
between teachers and the 
government in regards to the 
British Columbia College of 
Teachers all damage the trust 
young people have in the 

quality of their future. 
This may be especially 

true of those youth who are 
not in the job ·market yet 
(teenagers and younger) . I 
have a 14-year-old cousin 
who wants to be a teacher 
eventually, but if all he sees 
is antagonism and contro­
versy between teachers and 
the government now, will 
that desire remain? 

--
, ....... ........ 
~<•••• 

The same could be said 
of youth who might consid­
er becoming civil servants, 
ferry workers or social ser­
vice workers, to name a 
few. Simply by existing in 
an environment where they 
see the value of our every­
day workers consistently 
undermined, the hope these L.-------------------------l 
youth have for their own downer, who tends to focus 
futures decreases. I N on issues as problems, not 

Community Based Full potentials. By focussing all 
Employment (CBFE), the DEPTH their attention on potential, 
organization I represent, has bottom-uppers automatically 
the conviction that a healthy sponding increase in the work from the basis of trust 
economy is i~possible with- number of people at the bot- in .their fellow. huJ?ans, 
OUt the baSIC elements of tom who opt out of conven- WhiCh has the tneVIta?le 
trust and hope. In order to tional society. With both the consequence of creatmg 
restore trust and ~ope, and bottom and the top expand- hope and opp?rtunity. 
therefore economic health, ing, normal public expendi- The potential of a person 
what needs to happen is the tures are squeezed even fur- cannot be known, however, 
focus of our economic deci- ther. without at least attempting 
sions ~as to be on the bot~OJ? This is what is being felt 
~~~ociety, not the top, as It IS so strongly on Salt Spring, 

· . . by young people ferry 
The accompanymg dia- . ' . 

·11 tr . t th <'~' t f workers, social service gram I us a es e euec s o . 
both focussing on the top work~rs, the disabled, tea~h-
(top-down thinking) or the ers, smgle ~a:ents, hospital 
bottom (bottom-up think- wor~ers, CIVIl servants -
ing). the hst goes on. 

The fundamental problem A focus of policy on the 
we are experiencing in B.C. bottol? w?uld. work ~n ~he 
is that, regardless of whether opposite drrectwn, rehevmg 
the government is on the left t~e pressure on. the mo~t 
or the right,· funds are devot- vital areas of pub~c exl?endi: 
ed to the special· interests at ture. To accomplish this, the 
the top· (in the form of tax fundamental focus of the 
cuts, policy favours and the bottom-u~per: regardless .of 
like) . This reduces the the scenano, IS the potential 
amount available for funda- of the person or situation in 
mental government expendi- :--v~ch they are dealing. This 
tures, which causes a corre- IS ~n contrast to the top-

3DAYS ONLY 
NOV. 27, FRI. NOV. 28 & SAT. NOV. 29 

11111 A~ regular 
/fl priced 

OFF 
mereh~ndise 
storewide 

BIRKENSTO(K 
Made in Germanv • Tradition seit 1774 

GANGES 

Village· Cobbler 

to know the person on their 
own terms. For this reason, 
the path to discovering 
potential is through listen­
ing to those who are most 
directly affected by a 
course of action. A prob­
lem cannot be solved with­
out the direct and immedi­
ate input of those most 
affected and an assessment 
of what would motivate 
them to act one way or 
another - according to 
them, not outside represen­
tatives. 
. In addition, the power 
mechanisms must be in 
place that allow their input 
to be the principal determi­
nant in the course of action 
to be followed. 
In the context of youth on 

Salt Spring, this could take 
the form of a process where 
the community and our 
young people get together 
and discuss what their future 
hopes are, including what 
would encourage or discour­
age them from pursuing 
vocations they truly wish to 
follow, and what might make 
them stay here or drive tgem 
away. 

With this as a basis, some 
sort of action could then be 
taken. Who knows - the 
possibilities are limited 
only by the human imagi­
nation. 

Whatever the case, cre­
ative, unbiased solutions 
are required , wholly 
focused on the potential 
and input of those most 
affected by the issue - that 
is to say, wholly focused on 
creating trust and hope in 
our community. 

Currently, however, there 
is little focus on our issues 
in the context of trust and 
hope. The focus is on peo- . 
ple as problems , when in 
fact they are the solution. 
CBFE has every bit of faith 
in our young people and in 
those whp are feeling the 
crunch right now. 

All we need to do is use 
the levers that release their 
imagination and limitles s 
potential - and tho se 
levers are the people them, 
selves. 

The writer is involved 
with a new group called 
Community Based Full 
Employment. 

made in our 
Deli kitchen with 
quality ingredients 
• Coconut Milk 
• White Onions 
• Celery 
• Baby Com 
• Bamboo Shoots 
• Red Pepper 
• Carrot 
• Peas 
• Lime Juice 
• Canola Oil 
• Green Curry Paste 
• Soy Sauce 
• Brown Sugar 
• Ginger 

Salt 

• Teriyaki Beef 
Stir Fry 

• Deluxe Fried Rice 
• Asian mixed 

Vegetables 
• Chow Mein 
• Meatballs 

with Plum 
Ginger Glaze 

,. 
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Balancing Ki 
shiatsu Therap_y History, yes, but Britain teems with other sights 

Tony and Alice Richards 
spent the month of 
September in Britain. 
Following is the fourth in a 
series of articles chroni­
cling their trip. 

By TONY RICHARDS 
Staff Writer 

Cream teas, old cathe­
drals, Guinness, old castles, 
single-malt scotch, old 
churches. There's a quick 
list of the attractions of 
Britain. 

There are more, of 
course, but those come to 
mind first after spending 
several weeks touring the 
land of my ancestors. 

THE INTERNET 
GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS 

That ancestral link must 
also be an attraction, a 
deep-rooted one with ori­
gins in one's blood. I have 
roamed among the ruins of 
the castles of Wales, 
reflecting upon the brave 
deeds of the great Welsh 
prince Llewellyn, of whom 
I must certainly be a 
descendant. 

www.gulfislands.net It is easy to be carried 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
Proposed Bylaw No. 387 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will 
hold a public hearing concerning Proposed Bylaw No. 387 for the 
purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local Trust 
Committee respecting matters contained therein. At the public hearing, all 
persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed 
bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present 
written submissions. The public hearing is scheduled to take place at the 
following time and location. A public information session will precede the public 
hearing. 

' DATE: 
LOCATION: 

Saturday, November 29, 2003 
Hart Bradley Memorial Hall 
(Lions Club), 103 Bonnet Avenue, Ganges 
10:30 am- Public Information Session 
11 :00 am - Public Hearing 

Proposed Bylaw No. 387, cited as "Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw, 1999, 
Amendment No.4, 2003". In general terms, the purpose of proposed Bylaw No. 
387 is to amend SSI Land Use Bylaw No. 355 to add two new zone variation 
regulations for the purpose of permitting private yacht club 
outstation facilities at 105 Ontario Place, and to change the zoning 
classification of Lot C, District Lot 21, North Salt Spring Island, Cowichan District, 
Plan 31071 , from Rural {R) to Rural Zone Variation {g) - R{g), and by changing 
the zoning classification of District Water Lot 585, North Salt Spring Island, 
Cowichan District, from Shoreline 6 {56) to Shoreline 6 Zone Variation (a) - S6(a), 
as shown on the following plan: 

PROPOSED BYLAW NO. 387 

Copies of the proposed bylaw, and any background material that may be 
considered by the Local Trust Committee, may be inspected at the Islands Trust 
Office, Room 1206, 115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, between 
the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and tOO p.m. to 4:30pm, Monday to Friday 
inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing Friday, November 14, 2003 
and up to and including Friday, November 28, 2003. 

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892{2)(e) of the 
Local Government Act, additional copies of the proposed bylaw may be 
inspected at the Victoria Office of the Islands Trust, #200-1627 Fort Street, 
Victoria, BC, commencing Friday, November 14, 2003 and up to and including 
Friday, November 28, 2003. Copies of Proposed Bylaw 387 are also available on 
the Islands Trust website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

Enquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to the Islands Trust at 
{250) 537-9144, or by Fax: {250) 537-9116. For Toll Free access, request a 
transfer to the Islands Trust via Enquiry BC: in Vancouver at 660-2421 , and 
elsewhere in BC at 1-800-663-7867. 

Written submissions may be delivered: 

1. by Mail to the Islands Trust, Room 1206, 115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring 
Island, BC, V8K 2T9, or by Fax to (250) 537-9116, prior to 4:30pm on Friday, 
November 28, 2003; · 

2. after 4:30 pm to the Local Trust Committee at the Public Hearing. 

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in 
response to this notice will also be available for public review. 

NO REPRESENTATIONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BYLAW WILL BE 
RECEIVED BY THE SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

Pauline Brazier 
Deputy Secretary 

away in Britain by histori­
cal musings. Walking along 
the cobblestone streets 'of 
Rye .and marvelling at the 
sagging buildings, looking 
out over the field at Battle 
Abbey where Harold lost to 
Willi am the Conqueror, 
drinking a pint of ale in a 
pub built in 1400 and gaz­
ing spellbound at the mas­
sive interior of the cathedral 
at Canterbury: these are the 
things that make the magic 
of Britain. 

And then there are places 
such as Beachey Head, a 
high promontory overlook­
ing the English Channel 
and situated atop chalk 
cliffs 500 feet above the 
beach. The ocean stretches 
out before you. And behind 
are the rolling South 
Downs, a huge and beauti­
ful expanse of grassland, 
dotted with grazing sheep 
and cattle. . 

There is Exmoor 
National Park in North 
Devon, where wild horses 
roam on moors covered in 
heather and gorse. Among 
the moors are fertile valleys 
forested with huge groves 
of oak trees. Here we saw 
some of the most amazing 
hedgerows , the various 

kinds of brush that line the 
roads just as they do on Salt 
Spring. Only in England 
they form walls on either 
side; sometimes they are 
almost tunnels enclosing 
the roadway. 

The traveller can also see a 
lot by walking. A three-day 
stay in a cottage near 
Monmouth in south Wales 
(the cottage was once a 
chicken coop; it housed hens 
in the days of Oliver 
Cromwell) offered several 
options for touring on foot. 
One memorable walk led us 
into the Welsh hills known as 
the Brecon Beacons; another 
through the Wye Valley. 

The prospect of staying 
in the home of an aunt 
lured us to the Isle of Arran, 
which lies an hour away by 
ferry across the Firth of 
Clyde from Ardrossan in 
southwest Scotland. Arran 
is described in the travel lit­
erature as "Scotland in 
miniature." 

With its own highlands 
and lowlands, a distillery 
and thousands of sheep, 
Arran is indeed representa­

. tiona! of Scotland. It has a 
permanent .population of 
4,500, a number that 
increases significantly in 

the summer tourist season. 
Having a road that traces 
the coastline around most 
of the island, along with a 
couple that cross the mid­
dle, makes for great sight­
seeing. The 50-mile coastal 
tour takes one past rocky 
beaches, over craggy hills 
and past acres and acres of 
grazing land and the ubiq­
uitou s sheep. Traffic is 
light, thankfully, as the road 
narrows to a track in some 
places. 

You'll pass through vil­
lages with quaint names 
such as Blackwaterfoot, and 
you'll want to stop at a 
great little museum (where 
another Salt Spring trav­
eller signed the guest book 
the day before we were 
there!), tour Brodick Castle 
and sample the wares at the 
Isle of Arran Distillery. A 
barrel of an excellent cask­
strength scotch awaits the 
connoisseur in the distillery 
store, where you bottle and 
cork it yourself. 

There are two other 
attractions of Britain that 
must be included here. 

• One cannot VISit 
London without going to 
the theatre. The newer, pop­
ular shows are expensive: 

More letters 
No rip-off 

I would like to respond to 
last week's story about me 
and White Glove Home 
Services. 

I was very concerned 
when I heard about Mrs. 
McPhail' s fall. However, I 
would like to make a few 
points. First off, the story 
says that she fell after I sup­
posedly failed to apply a no-

Pat Webber 
invites you to d 

festive 
())EN HOUSE 

slip coating to her decks, as 
well as saying that we didn't 
perform all the work we 
were contracted to do. 

We do not offer a no-slip 
coating and would challenge 
anybody to prove that we do. 
So although it was unfortu­
nate that Mrs. McPhail fell , 
it was due to no negligence 
on our part. 

I would also like to point 
out that she fell after I 

cleaned the deck and before 
I applied any coating (so it 
was much safer after the 
cleaning than before). 

I have also told family 
members that I would come 
back and finish to their satis­
faction any aspect of the job 
that they were unhappy with. 
They will not allow me 
back, so I would be happy to 
refund their money for work 
not done. 

" Over thirty years of experience of 
designing beautiful buildings on the 

West Coast .. . " 

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver 
British Columbia V7V 3K1 

t 01 604 921 8646 
f 01 604 921 0755 

bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com 
www.blueskyarchitecture.com 

CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF 
NEW HARTLAND LANDFILL 
TIPPING FEE AND REGULATION BYLAW 

The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends to 
adopt Bylaw No. 3117, Hartland L~ndfi/1 Tipping Fee and Regulation 
Bylaw No. 5, 2003, at its meeting of Wednesday, December 10, 2003, 
in the Board Room at 524 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2S6. 

The purpose of Bylaw No. 3117 is to regulate the activities at the landfill 
and set out the tipping fee rates for the various wastes. Bylaw No. 3117 
replaces Bylaw 2338, which was adopted in 1995 and has been 
amended many times, and increases the tipping fees, effective 
January 2, 2004, for the following: 
• general refuse from $75 to $79 per tonne 
• yard and garden waste from $50 to $55 per tonne 
• vehicle at public drop-off bin area from $3 to $5 per vehicle, plus 
garbage fee 
• vehicle at recycling depot from $2 to $3 per vehicle. 

A copy of Bylaw No. 3117 may be inspected between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive from the date of this 
Notice until December 9, 2003 at the locations listed below: 
• Administration Department, 524 Yates Street, Victoria, B.C. 
• Hartland Landfill Administration Offices, Hartland Avenue, Victoria, B.C. 

You may also view Bylaw No. 3117 on the Internet @ 
http:llwww.crd.bc.calbylaws/solidwastelandf_/index.htm 
Select Bylaw No. 3117 from the list of bylaws. Questions regarding 
Bylaw No. 3117 may be directed to Mr. John Craveiro, CRD 
Environmental Services, 360-3164. Residents of the Gulf Islands and 
Port Renfrew may call1-800-663-4425,1ocal3164. 

DATED this 26th day of November, 2003. 
Carmen Thiel 
Corporate Secretary 

we paid $100 each to see 
Mamma Mia, but it was a 
fabulous show. The half­
price ticket booths in 
Leicester Square offer bet­
ter deals. 

The Mousetrap, now in its 
50th year, was not one of 
them. We paid an exorbitant 
amount to see this Agatha 
Christie whodunit, whose 
only redeeming feature was 
the quality of the acting. 
They ask you at the conclu­
sion not to reveal the ending. 
It is tempting to reveal it 
here to save anyone the trou­
ble and expense of going. 

• There 's nothing quite 
like a Devon Cream Tea: a 
pot of tea and two large 
scones served with a bowl 
of butter, a bowl of thick 
cream and a bowl of jam. 
The better places give you 
more cream than you have 
room for on your scones. 
You are forced to eat the 
cream by the spoonful so as 
not to leave any behind. It 
is gluttony at its most dis­
graceful and requires long 
walks to combat the excess. 

Fortunately, we tired of 
cream teas but we never 
tired of walking. Britain 
simply has too many attrac­
tions. 

They also mention that I 
never returned phone calls, 
which is also false. I tried to 
get a hold of the family for 
three weeks after I did the 
job because I found jt 
strange that Mrs. McPhail 
was not around any time I 
dropped by or called. 

In response to ,Mr. 
Nahata's claims about the 
$300 his client paid me to 
do her gutters: this again is 
false. 

His client hired me to 
remove moss and algae 
from their roof, clean some 
wood siding and apply 
stain and paint various sur­
face s. The $300 was a 
deposit for this work and a 
way to ensure this client 
was serious about us book­
ing the time to do the work. 

They subsequently 
changed their minds and 
forfeited their deposit. I 
never realized this was not 
proper business procedure 
until Const. Jeff Swan 
informed me. I have agreed 
to return their money. 

I regret that my customer 
service has been sub-par and 
will address any new con­
cerns that come to my atten­
tion quickly and fairly. 

If any former clients have 
any issues they would like to 
discuss or any other deposits 
that have not been returned, 
please feel free to leave a 
voice mail at 537-1517 or 
you can reach me directly at 
537-6459. 

I would like everybody to 
remember that there are two 
sides to every story and 
would like to be given the 
benefit of the doubt. 

I promise the community 
that I am not out to rip any­
body off and if you have 
been dissatisfied by any of 
our work in the past call me 
and I will refund your 
money or do the work again 
for free. 
LEN DAVIES, 
White Glove Home 
Services 
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THIS SATURDAY NOV. 29 IN GANGES 
• Greet Santa Claus at the Ganges float plane dock at 1 p.m. 

• Free photos with Santa at Bank of Montreal from 1:15 til3pm 
(Photos available for pick up at the Driftwood office anytime after Monday, Dec. 1) 

• Free hot chocolate for all, 
candy canes and oranges for the kids 

~ 

.... 
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250 537 4504 
Renee savage Renee@savage.ca 

Household Management 
Taking care of your home so you can focus on 
the more important things in life. 

- Organization -Pet care 
- Housekeeping - Movings "in & out" 
-Recycling - New Home Set up 
-Laundry - While you are away 
- Grocery Shopping - Personal Balance 

--

NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

Sidney Super Foods 
Gift Certificates 

always appreciated 
From $25 · $10,000 

ask our cashiers 

GLENWOOD FULLY COOKED 2 
Smoked Cottage Rolls 6.s7kg • 
FROZEN, 5 VARIETIES 
Schneiders 
Meat Pies 400g pkg 

FRESH FARM RAISED 

Spring Salmon Fillets per 1 00g 
FRESH 
Imitation Crab Meat per 1 00g 

TREASURE HUNTER: 
Hana Rieple displays a 
basketful of goodies as 
she participates in a 
recent garage sale at All 
Saints. 
PhotO by Derrick Lundy 

Rotary speaker 
says economy 
needs oil and gas 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

At the local Rotary Club 's 
November 19 meeting, visit­
ing speaker John Gunton 
said lifting the provincial 
moratorium on off-shore oil 
and gas drilling will have 
positive economic effects for 
B.C. 

Gunton, a geologist from 
Nanoose Bay, has worked as 
a petroleum exploration and 
development geologist for a 
variety of companies, 
including Shell and Exxon. 

"Two reasons to lift the 
moratorium are to bring 
wealth, and secondly, we're 
running out of hydrocar­
bons;' he told the audience. 

Gunton represents the 
non-profit Pacific Offshore 
Energy Association (POEA), 
where he volunteers as a 
director of communications. 

Last Tuesday Premier 
Gordon Campbell spoke 
about B .C.'s oil and gas 
industry and its potential for 
economic growth. 

Ken Wu, executive direc­
tor of the Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee 
(WCWC), said the industry 
doesn't offer much econom­
ic growth potential for local 
workers. 

"Most of the jobs aren't 
going to take workers from 
local communities . They 
don't need unemployed fish­
ers and loggers. They need a 
skilled base of workers who 
already have training in the 
oil patch. That's generally 
going to come from around 
the world and across the 
country, but not from B.C. 
coastal communities." 

Sierra Club of Canada 
conservation chair Vicky 
Husband said the govern­
ment is raising false hope 
with a "gold rush mentality." 

"The B.C. government is 
being irresponsible in raising 
unrealistic expectations in 
struggling coastal communi­
ties;' she said. 

Gunton said POEA's mis­
sion is to support responsi­
ble development of energy 
resources on B.C.'s west 
coast. 

Green Party leader 
Adriane Carr believes there 
is no good time to talk about 
lifting the moratorium. 

"We think it's in place for 
very good reasons. A smart 
government will switch 
energy development away 

from fossil fuels into renew­
able energy," she said. 

Gunton said POEA esti­
mates there's "considerable 
potential" for a B.C.-coast 
industry. 

"We estimated there ' s 
four times the amount of. oil 
[here] as produced off the 
east coast," Gunton said. 

Shell drilled 14 
exploratory wells in the late 
1960s and then the govern­
ment placed a moratorium 
on drilling in 1972. There 
was talk about lifting the 
moratorium in the mid­
_1980s, but that was quelled 
by the Nestusca oil spill 
near Olympic Peninsula in 
1987. 

Local environmental 
groups might agree the plan 
has "potential," but from a 
different angle. 

Husband said wildlife 
health will be put in jeop­
ardy if offshore drilling 
occurs. 

"The west coast of North 
America is the richest area 
for sea birds . Sea birds 
spend 80 to 90 per cent of 
their life at sea . They're 
very vulnerable," she said. 

The wells under discus­
sion are located in the 
Queen Charlotte basin and 
not offshore like Hibernia. 

"If there is a spill it will 
come to shore," said 
Husband. 

WCWC executive direc~ 
tor Wu said there will be 
unavoidable environmental 
impacts if the moratorium is 
lifted. 

"The seismic testing kills 
fish - it bursts their swim 
bladders, kills marine larvae 
for all sorts of organisms 
and it disrupts the marine 
mammal navigation ," he 
said. " It drives away the 
whales. They cannnot do 
off-shore oil and gas devel­
opment without sei smic 
testing and underwater air 
blasting. 

Catr said the Green Party 
sees astronomical risks of 
pollution that outweigh any 
possible economic gain. 

"If you cost out all the 
potential environmental , 
social and ecqnomic risks, 
offshore oil makes no eco­
nomic sense. Secondly, 
there's no offshore develop­
ment that hasn't required 
huge public subsidy. I think 
British Columbians are fed 
up," she said. 

NOV. 29TH & 30TH 

~Tree Ornaments ~Christmas Candles 
~Decorative items to enhance the home! 

Take this opportunity to order early for your Holiday Events 

!l~!"s;s~:~ ~~~llQemf~~ 
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Monday, D 
Join us for a day of musi_c, educati 
Monday, December 1. Our hope i 

AIDS walk past 7,000 crosses 
AIDS each day, followed by a ' 

Secondary School. Our bigger 

Monday, Dec 1, 2003 

Set up registration for World Aids Day Walk - 8:30 a. 
And 11 

Walk starts from Centennial Park - 12:45 p.m. The 
AIDS walk from the Centennial Park- past 7,000 c 
high school. 

Minute of Silence by 7,000 crosses at_ Peace Park -12· 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL {GISS) 
EVENTS WILL UNFOLD AS B 

• Agency information Booths available to public in Multi-Purpose 
entire afternoon. Booths are about International (African) 
supported by Gulf Islanders and also Planned Parenthood, 
Services Overseas, SaltSpring Organization for Life lmproven 
and Development (SOLID), AIDS organizations supporting the G 

• AIDS pandemic films available to public in the library classroom 

• 1 :00 - 1 :45 p.m. - Y.J.P. (Young Jazz Players) play music in Multi-P 
Room of GISS ' 

• 1 :45 - 2:00 p.m. - Saltspring youth discusses his experience with street d 
prostitution and AIDS in Western Canada 

• 2:00- 2:10p.m.- GISS Dance Group in Dance Room (adjacent to MPR) 

• 2:10 - 2:30 p.m. - Paula Kiffner plays cello (Bach suite) 

• 2:30 - 2:40 p.m.- Winning walkers announced. (Prizes for child , youth and 
adult categories) 

• 3:00 - 3:15 p.m.- Ron Freemont " If It Can Happen to Me It Can Happen 
You" - talk about Youth and Living with HIV 

• 3:15 - 3:45p.m. - Alan Miceli plays classical guitar 

• 3:45 - 3:55 p.m. - Poetry reading (Heather Martin-McNabb and 

• 4:00 - 4:20 p.m. - "Women of Note" choir 

• 4:20 - 4:30 p.m. - Helani Davison -"Drugs, Alcohol and 

• 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. - Arvid Chalmers, Valdy, Briony Penn, 
" I Had Aids for a Week" 

• 5:00- 5:10p.m. - Poetry reading (Chris 

· • 5:15 - 5:30p.m. - Dr. Jan Malherbe speaks 

• 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. - Valdy performance 

• 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. - Keynote: Min 
woman I 

• 6:30p.m . 

• 7:00 - 7:30: 

entertainment at 
DS Day benefit put on by 

at the Restaurant and 
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on World AIDS Day, 
will be a mid-day 

those who die of 
nat Gulf Islands 
g with AIDS around 

people who die each 
AIDS. 

events~ the crosses will be 
'lease take your cross(es); 
ArtSpring box offlce and 

The monies will go to the 
AIDS Society and African 
must be sold by Dec. 4th. 

to celebrate the people 
ar_e making a diHerence to the 11ves;,pr 

HIV-AIDS! Friday, November 28, 9:00 p)t,., at the 
Hall. ALL AGES WELCOME!!! $10 at the door. 
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AFRICAN FILM NIGHTS 
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PAUL B. JOYCE 
The Living Word 

The man without the Spirit 
does not accept the things 

that come fram the Spirit of 
God, far they are foolishness 

to him and he cannot 
understand them because 

they are spiritually 
discmd. 

1 Cor 2:14 
WINSOME WHITE 

PLEASE READ: 

Barrister & Solicitor 

•REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES• 

•ICBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS• 

•WILLS & ESTATES • OTHER LEGAL SERVICES• 

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2H5 

Tel: 537-4413 Fax: 537-5120 

••• 

Isaiah 55:8+9 

used for eligibility purposes, even if they 
benefit rate. 

• You must continue to report all earnin~s in the weeks you earn them. 

• Earnings allowed while on claim are $so per week or 25 percent of your 
weekly benefit rate, whichever is higher. 

• Employers must continue to remit El premiums on every dollar paid and 
complete Records of Employment. 

Human Resources Olweloppement des 
Development Canada ressources humaines Canada Canada 

FEATURE GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

SOBERING SIGHT: Volunteer "cross-planters" survey their handiwork with a 
sobering thought - each of the 7,000 crosses planted in Peace Park represents 
the death each day of an AIDS victim. The planting of crosses was just one of a 
series of events planned to mark World AIDS Day, December 1. Photobyoerric<Lundy 

From getting educated to 
raising money, World 
AIDS Day is for everyone 
By PEGGY FRANK 
Special to the Driftwood 

/World AIDS Day .on Salt 
Spring is receiving unprece­
dented attention this year 
with a week-long awareness 
campaign culminating in a 
full day of events on 
Monday, December 1. 

In and near the multipur­
pose room at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) , 
there will be award-winning 
films documenting the situa­
tion in North America and 
many parts of the developing 
world. 

There will also be infor­
mation and education booths 
with subjects ranging from 
support agencies , planting 
gardens in African slums , 
helping orphans and wid­
ows, and safer sex . Even 
though the magnjtude of the 
global AIDS crisis is stag­
gering, you will be amazed 
at what individuals can do 
and have done to help global 
sisters and brothers. 

The information is com­
piled for one day only, so 
put the afternoon of 
December 1 on your calen­
dar. 

Adding to the afternoon 
will be a host of excellent 
speakers from Africa , 
Toronto , Vancouver and 
home. One young man's talk 
entitled "If it can happen to 
me it can happen to you" is a 
candid reflection on the 
threat AIDS poses to any 
and all of us. 

There will also be music 
and dance and poetry. 

In keeping with tradition, 
a candlelight vigil is planned 
at Peace Park at 7 p .m. 
alongside those 7,000 cross­
es. This will be an opportu­
nity to quietly remember 
those we know who have 
died. 

It will also be a solemn 
time to reflect on the more 
than 38.6-rnillion adults and 
3.2-rnillion children living 
with HIV (2002 United 
Nations statistics). Around 
half of all people who 

become infected with HIV 
do so before they are 25 and 
are killed by AIDS before 
they are 35. While medica­
tion has reduced the number 
of deaths here in Canada, 
AIDS remains a deadly dis­
ease. Ninety-five per cent of 
all people with HIV live in 
the developing world. 

The developing world is 
one of two simulated reali­
ties for a group of volunteers 
who will "Live with AIDS 
for a Week." Half the group 
of volunteers will be given 
seven days of a typical 
African person living with 
AIDS, and the others will be 
given a Canadian situation. 

Those with AIDS in 
Canada will have an onerous 
pill-popping routine that is 
sure to see them in the den­
tist's chair at the end of the 
week since medication has 
been replaced with candies. 
Arvid, Valdy, Briony and 
secondary school students 
will share their experiences 
on Monday afternoon at 
4:30p.m. 

Additionally, Salt Spring 
is doing something no other 
Canadian World AIDS Day 
event has tried. We are hav­
ing an AIDS walk at 12:45 
on December 1. Pledge 
sheets are available at Island 
Star Video, Thrifty Foods, 
GVM and many other out­
lets. 

If you can't make the walk 
yourself, find a student or 
someone else in the commu­
nity to sponsor. The walk is 
not onerous for most. It will 
begin at Centennial Park and 
wind its way past the field of 
crosses to the high school. 

In the school's multipur­
pose room, the crowds will 
be greeted by YJP, an amaz­
ing young jazz band. Once 
there, an afternoon of film, 
speakers, music, dance, 
poetry and information 
awaits you. 

To support the struggle 
against HIV I AIDS, it is nec­
essary to call upon the com­
passion, energy, and gen-

erosity of all people. 
The planning committee 

recently got a call from the 
owners of Anise Restaurant, 
who wanted to 'have a bene­
fit dinner on World AIDS 
Day. So on -December 1, 
several three-course dinner 
options will be served ($25 a 
head), ente1tainment will be 
provided and AIDS organi­
zations around the world 
will benefit. 

If you are not yet involved 
in World AIDS Day, give 
planning committee member 
Peter Bardon a call at 537-
5553. He will help you find 
a way to participate. 

When you make your 
plans for World AIDS Day, 
be sure to include a tour of 
the Peace Park, either during 
the day or at 7 p.m. for the 
candlelight vigil. You can 
buy a souvenir cross for a 
one-dollar donation. 
Donation boxes will be 
located across the road at 
ArtSpring and at Creek 
House Realty. 

If the AIDS Walk fits into 
your plans, get a pledge 
sheet, fill it up and join us in 
solidarity. 

If you want to understand 
more about the disease and 
what you can do to help peo­
ple living with HIV (and 
widows and orphans left 
behind as too many die of 
AIDS), come to GISS where 
there will be plenty to see 
and experience. 

And if a pleasant dinner 
with entertainment fits into 
your schedule then buy a 
ticket for an evening at 
Anise. If you think of some­
thing you could do to help 
those affected by HIV and 
AIDS as you work during 
the day, just go ahead and do 
it. 

World AIDS Day is the 
one day in 365 to acknowl­
edge that the growing pan­
demic is affecting us all and 
we can all do something to 
help those most marginal­
ized by AIDS. 
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Education is primary tool 
in combatting HIV I AIDS 
By ROB W ILTZEN 
Sp ecial to t he 
Driftwood 

"Live and Let Live" is 
the theme for the UN­
sponsored World AIDS 
Day on December 1, but 
fear of discrimination and 
its effects are as apparent 
here in the southern Gulf 
Islands as anywhere else. 

Labelling and prejudices 
represent key obstacles to 
effective HIV I AIDS pre­
vention and care around 
the world. For the second 
year running, World AIDS 
Day carries the theme of 
how this fuels the spread 
of HIV I AIDS around the 
world and prevents the 
treatment of those with 
AIDS . 

In the southern Gulf 
Islands, people living with 
HIV and AIDS find th at 
prejudices and misconcep­
tions are still a factor in 
how openly they deal with 
their conditions. 

Representatives of the 
So uth ern Gulf I slan d s 
AIDS Society (SGIAS), a 
support group for HIV + 
people living in the south­
ern Gulf Islands, choose to 
stay anonymous because 
they fear discrimination 
and reprisal. 

"There is still a percep­
tion that people with AIDS 
are gay men , while th e 
majori ty of our members 
are no t gay men," o ne 
SGIAS member said. 

"People with ·school-age 
children have no t only 
themselves to protect, but 
their children who would 
suffer th e fallout from 
ignorance-based prejudice 
as well. Anonymity i s a 
key part of creating a safe 
space." 

According to the repre­
sentative, other people liv­
ing with HIV I AIDS in the 
southern Gulf Islands are 
not represented in the 
membership since they are 
still closeted with regard to 
their medical status . These 
people feel too jeopardized 
to admit their condition 
even to the support group. 

The SGIAS representa­
tive said that although the 
greater community i s in 
general very supportive 
and understanding , mo st 
individuals fear they could 
be victims of discrimina­
ti on i f th ei r HIV s tatus 

were to be common knowl­
edge. 

Prejudicial attit udes 
spread through even the 
most progressive commu­
nities. The threat of dis­
crimination in housing and 
employment is enough to 
stop HIV + people from 
speaking out and, in some 
cases, seeking the support 
available to them. 

Alex Keating is an 
exception. She has been 
living with HIV for 17 
years and been a Salt 
Spring resident for about 
three years . 

For her, ihe issue 9f 
anonymity is both a politi­
cal and an intensely per­
sonal one. 

She has been a political 
activist on the issue and 
has made decisions result­
ing in considerable publici­
ty of her name and her sta­
tus. 

Kea ting be li eves that 
political advocacy is of the 
utmost importance, but it 
was not the prime motiva­
tion for her to go public 
with her statu s 10 year s 
ago. 

"It was more a healing 
process for me," she said. 
"It was a way for me of 
losin-g my shame. I fee l 
much better about not liv­
ing with that secret." 

However, the nature of 
small e r co mmumt1es 
affects the impact of that 
decision considerably, she 
notes . . , 

"It is possible to be very 
public in the city and still 
remain anonymou s," she 
said. 

"I did experience some 
reprisals in the city in the 
form of threatening phone 
calls and once lost a place 
to live, but one could 
reverse the decision to be 
public quite easily and still 
blend in to the city most of 
the time." 

Since deciding to live on 
Salt Spring, Keating has 
noted there is still an enor­
mous amount of misunder­
standing among the popu­
lation here. 

"There is a lot of fear 
and denial out there in this 
community, " she said . 
"Ignorance is driving that 
fear." 

Her experiences over the 
years have demonstrated 
that this fear is also what 

leads to discrimination and 
th e expec tatio n of i t by 
people who live wi th 
HIVIAIDS. 

"It is unfortunate but I 
do feel that I have come to 
expect the backlash," she 
said. 

"Partners in the business 
community may end up 
feeling the repercussions 
from a decision by some­
body to be open about their 
status," said one SGIAS 
member. 

"The fact that this has 
been treated as a moral 
iss ue from Day 1 with 
groups of people affected, 
rather than certain behav­
iors putting people at risk, 
has fanned the fears and 
prejudices," said Keating. 

"People must come to 
the rea li zation th at they 
probably do know people 
with HIV and that th e 
stereotypes are not accu­
rate." 

Ign orance about 
HIV I AIDS is problematic -
in more than one way. 

Not only does it breed 
unreasonable fears about 
people wh o liv e with 
HIVIAIDS, it also means 
that behaviour may not be 
changing in ways to deal 
with the very real ri sks of 
the spread of the virus. 

A recent survey reported 
by Canad a Newswi re 
revealed that there is still a 
-beli ef -amon g Can adian 
youth not only that there is 
a cure for HIVIAIDS, but 
also a vaccine available to 
prevent HIV infection. 

The fact s r emain that 
AIDS is a terminal condi­
tion with no cure and there 
is-no vaccine. 

Provincial statistic s 
show a steady increase in 
the proportion of hetero­
sexual HIV transmission. 

Education remains the 
primary tool to undermine 
the stigma of HIVIAIDS 
and the discrimination 
against those who live with 
it. It i s the cornerstone 
building a common under­
standing of how to prevent 
HIV I AIDS and how to pro­
vide the community sup­
por t for tho se who live 
with it. 

Live and Let Live is the 
clarion call for a change in 
attitude and unqerstanding 
from both the global and 
our local community. 

THE .9TH ANNijAL £ ALT £PRIIWJ 13LAND 

APPLE 
WdS d wonderful success. 
First, d todst to Mother 
Ndture for credting dpples, 
Sdlt Spring lsldnd dnd the 
gredt people living 
here. 
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SYMBOLIC RIBBON: Louise Goodman wears the 
red ribbon that helps draw attention to World AIDS 
Day, set for December 1. The ribbon has traditional­
ly been a global symbol of the fight against AIDS. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

north end fitnEiSs gift 
suggestions 

• 360 Minutes Tanning $50. 
• Exercise Balls $42.99 
• Aerobics Punchcards 

537-5217 

2004 SUBARU IMPREZA TS 
all-wheel drive 
2.5 litre 4 cylinder 
engine 

4-wheel disc brakes keyless entry 
air conditioning CD player 
ABS brakes full power group 

from $28' 995. OO + Freight and POl. 

Come in for your test drive today! 
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303 Terminal Avenue www.threepointnanaimo.com tpmnasales®threepointmotors.com 
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Oldtime hockey fans hope for more ice 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Many islanders hunkered 
down around their TV s to 
watch some good old-fash­
ioned hockey as CBC aired an 
all-stars alumni game and the 
first regular-season outdoor 
NHL game from Edmonton 
Saturday. · 

For some hockey fans the 
event was just an interesting 
novelty game, while it rekin­
dled memories of watching 
hall-of-fame greats from the 
past for others, or brought back 
memories of their own experi­
ences playing on outdoor rinks. 

"I was so thrilled to watch 
some of those players I saw 
years ago;' said Ed Shaske. 

Shaske and his wife Lucy 
both came to the island from 
Edmonton, · where they held 
season tickets back in the 
1980s when the Oilers won 

five Stanley Cups. 
' 'Naturally, we're a bit partial 

to the Oilers." 
The hockey fan couple also 

nolds a soft spot for some of 
the legends on the Montreal 
Canadiens alumni team, he 
admitted. Lucy Shaske even 
has a Guy Lafleur jersey given 
to her by her son. 

But the highlight for Shaske 
was watching Wayne Gretzky, 
Mark Messier and Jari Kurri 
reunited .for the Heritage 
Classic game between vintage 
Oilers and Canadiens. 

The Shaskes even thought of 
going to Edmonton to see the 
game at Commonwealth 
Stadium, since their daughter 
still lives in the city. 

"We seriously thought of 
going there;' Ed Shaske said. 
. A firewood-collecting Paul 
Reynolds didn't get to watch 

-much of the two games aired 

on CBC but he wishes he 
could play more outdoor hock­
eyhere. 

"The last time was when 
Cusheon Lake froze." 

The lake froze when island 
temperatures dropped below -
10 degrees Celcius for two 
weeks approximately six or 
seven years ago, he said. 

"There was 12 hours of 
hockey going on there!' 

As a member of the Salt 
Spring Slugs hockey team that 
plays in Chemainus, Reynolds 
feels indoor rinks are more 
conducive to hockey but he'd 
play the game anywhere. 

"I'm hoping this is one of 
those years when it wi!l get 
cold enough for us to play out­
side again." 

But even if temperatures 
don't drop enough to freeze 
local lakes, there are usually a 
few days when people can play 

f!l/UOO !JJ& ~' e W&~~g 
Steam cleanin9 from $60 

Fall interior cleamng from $110 

• Exterior Wax & Polish • Engine Shampooing 
• Hand Washes • Paint Protection 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
CAR WASH & DETAILING 

537-1180 
347 Upper Ganges Rd. 

(at Salt Spring Mini Storage) 

FC defender Colin Walde is the "man of the 
match" after Salt Spring scored a 2-0 win 
against Cowichan Sussex Insurance at 
Portlock Park on Sunday. 

"It's hard to see him standing out all the time 
because his job is to prevent chances. But 
our defence definitely shut them down 
completely," said FC manager Ken Marr. 

Walde also offered defensive leadership to 
FC when captain Chris "Dough" Jason was 
injured 10 minutes into the game, Marr said. 

"He stepped up his play to take over 
'Dough's' position as the general back 
there.:' 

TONY MEEK 
CONTRACTING 

CUSTOM BUILDING AND RENOVATIONS 
1 0 year New Home Warranty 

537-4540 
"Go F. C.!" From an enthusiastic supporter 

at the pond on top of Mt. 
Bruce, he said. 

The outdoor format of the 
two games on TV also remind­
ed Rainer Funk of when he 
used to play hockey growing 
up in northern Ontario. 

' 'We used to go down to the 
sand pit and scrape the sand off 
the ice." 

The Old Boys soccer player 
is also a fan ·of the "megastars" 
and saw many of the "legends" 
play live in previous games 
during their heydays. He noted 
that while they played a little 
slower for Saturday's game, 
they were still working hard to 
win. 

'They seemed to be putting 
out the effort!' 

He thought it was interesting 
that the stars didn't make the 
limelight as grind-line Oilers 
Ken Linseman and Marty 
McSorley scored the only two 
goals of the match. 

'The lesser lights shone," he 
observed. 

Like Reynolds and the 
Shaskes, Funk participates in 

the Driftwood Hockey Pool as 
a side game to watching NHL 
action. 

"It's just a competition to 
see how much you really know 
about hockey." 

In previous years Funk 
maintained a solid top-10 posi­
tion, but this week he's in the 
middle of the pack. 

"It's just a problem to keep 
up to date with the new guys." 

But Funk still has a few 
trades to make to tweak his 
p<'>ol and he thinks he can get 
back in the game. 

Chris Jason, a fellow hockey 
pool competitor and soccer 
player (FC captain), wasn't too 
thrilled with the "megastars" 
game. 

"I watched a bit of the 
Heritage Classic. They're old." 

Jason thought the alumni 
game was pretty slow and did­
n't offer too much excitement, 
but he felt Oilers netminder 
Grant Fuhr played well. The 

· outdoor NHL game between 
the latest version of the 
Canadiens and the Oilers was 

more to his liking, he said. 
'The third period was very 

entertaining." 
Jason shook his head over 

the 57,000 fans who spent up 
to $2,500 on tickets and braved 
-19 degree temperatures for an 
hour and a half before the 
game. 

"I thought the fans ' section 
was really far from the rink." 

Still, the soccer player is also 
a hockey fan currently ranked 
fifth in the hockey pool. In his 
first year in the pool, Jason 
won a drill press and his broth­
er won a TV, he said. Last year, 
Jason just missed the podium 
with a fourth-place finish and 
in 2004 he hopes to win again. 

' 'I'll let you in on a secret;' 
said Jason. "The Driftwood 
doesn't start their hockey pool 
until the third week of the sea­
son." 

Consequently, Jason waits 
until the last minute to pick his 
players and thus avoids injured 
athletes and contract disputes, 
he said. 

'1like to get an early lead." 

GISS volleyball girls take 
second spot at Mid Islands 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

The Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) 
junior girls volleyball B­
Team Scorpions might not 
have qualified for the 
Island Championships, but 
they wrapped up the season 
with a second-place finish 
at the Mid-Island finals 
held in Mill Bay last week­
end. 

"I was very pleased with 
the play of the girls 
throughout the weekend. 
They demonstrated good 
skills and good sportsman­
ship," said GISS coach 
Jack Barclay. 

The three-day tourna­
ment held at Frances 
Kelsey Secondary School 
had two parts, he noted. 

Thursday saw four of the 
top teams in the region play 
off to determine who would 
represent the Mid-Island 
region at the Islands 

Championships. 
Tourney ho sts Frances 

Kelsey defeated GISS in the 
Islands-qualifier round 
Thursday but then lost to 
George Bonner Middle 
School in the final match, 
Barclay said. 

Nine teams then played 
off during a two-day Mid 
Islands tournament on 
Friday and Saturday. 

The Scorpions came back 
to win their pool Friday after 
they went undefeated in 
matches against Duncan 
Christian, Quamichan, and 
Frances Kelsey teams. 

'The only team that posed 
any stiff competition was 
Frances Kelsey;' said assistant 
coach Karen Hosie. 

The pumped-up GISS 
squad returned for a shot at 
the finals Saturday. 

"We played Mt. Prevost 
Saturday for the start of the 
playoffs. Mt. Prevost was 
fourth in their pool and we 

THANK YOU! 

won easily," said Hosie. 
The Scorpions then 

advanced to play Cowichan 
High School in the semi­
finals . 

"We won again in a well­
fought match that went to 
three games," she said. 

The finals saw a vaunted 
rematch between GISS and 
Frances Kelsey. But the 
Scorpions couldn't pin the 
hosts two days in a row. 

"It was their day; they 
served well and controlled 
the ball for easy spikes, eas­
ily defeating the Gulf 
Islands team," said Barclay. 

. Two GISS girls, Molly 
Hosie and Myriam 
Chouinard, were chosen for 
the all-star team by the offi· 
cials, he said. 

The event completed the 
volleyball season at GISS 
and high school students 
will be gearing up for bas­
ketball , which starts 
December 1. 

On behalf of the SALT SPRING IsLAND juNIOR GoLF AssociATION a big 
thank you is extended to all those involved in making the 3rd Annual 
Richard Vermeulen Memoial Cup Golf Fun Day another huge success. 
The tremendous community support that · was leant to this 
important event deserves recognition and our appreciation goes out 
to the many individuals and organizations without whose support the 
event would not have been possible. 

Thank you to the Hole Sponsor s: THE BEACHCOMBER MOTEL, THE DUMARESQ FAMILY, 
THE SEABREEZE I NNE, THE SEASIDE RESTAURANT, THE VERMEULEN FAMILY, AND THE VESUVIUS PUB. 

Thank you also to CAPILANO HiGHWAY SERVICES AND BARRY DRUMMOND, ROBERT HAGER, 
RoN SEMKE,jOEL DUMARESQ, BARRY WALKER, jERRY FRASER, TAMARA LEMKY, GORD AND DEBBIE 
HOLLINGSWORTH, DAVID AND jOAN DUMARESQ, STEVE MARLEAU, RICH INGLE, AND THE STAFF 
OF THE 19TH HOLE RESTAURANT. 

And thank you to the donors for their generous contributions made -towards the prize 
table: BEAUTY OVER THE BEACH, CALVIN'S BISTRO, DAGWOOD'S RESTAURANT, THE GREAT 
CANADIAN DOLLAR STORE, EMBE BAKERY, ESTHETICS BY PENNY, FOXGOLVE FARM AND GARDEN 
SUPPLY, FULFORD INN, GOLDEN ISLAND RESTAURANT, G .V.M., GULF COAST CEMENT, GANGES 
GARMENT COMPANY, HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL, ISLAND STAR VIDEO, j iLL LOUISE CAMPBELL ART 
GALLERY, THE LOCAL, MOKA HOUSE, MOUAT'S CLOTHING COMPANY, OFF THE WATERFRONT 
GALLERY, PEGASUS GALLERY OF CANADIAN ART, SEACHANGE, S. S. SOAP WORKS, S. S. I. AUTO 
PARTS, THE TREE HOUSE SOUTH, THRIFTY FOODS, THUNDERBIRD GALLERY, AND WEAREVERYWEAR 
CLOTHING. 

And lastly, a great big thank you to all those who attended the event, your support for 
Junior Golf is commendable. See you next year! 
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FC nets insurance win 

SOCCER MOVES: Turf fl ies in rainy aerial ballet as FC's Mark Nord ine and a 
Cowichan player leap for bal l. Nordine scored t he second of two goals in the 2-0 
F c vi ct 0 ry. Photo contnbuted 

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring FC collected 
their second consecutive 
win with a cool, determined 
finish after a sloppy start 
against a feisty Cowichan 
Sussex Insurance squad at 
Portlock Park Sunday. 

"It was a very scrappy 
first half," said FC player 
and co-coach Jesse Fisher. 

Both teams were battling 
to escape relegation to 
Division 2 and the resulting 
play showed fierce determi­
nation, he said. 

' "It wasn't the pretti ~s t 
game, bu t generally speak­
ing, those types of games 
usually aren't." 

Fisher scored the winning 
goal 20 minutes into the 
second half and Mark 
Nordine then nailed a cross 
from Tom McColm at the 
75th minute to slam the 
door on the insurance reps, 
2-0. 

"Cowichan never really 
had much of an opportunity 
on net. They were reason­
ably well -contained and 
they were low on players," 

Offensive chances mark Dragons 
game against Div.l Vic West team 

Salt Spring women's soc­
cer team discovered their 
competition wasn't as fierce 
as expected when the 
Dragons met a Division-1 
Vic West team Sunday~ 
· "I was actually expecting 

them to be even better than 
they were," said acting coach 
Sue King. 

Despite the level of play, 
the game ended 4-0 in Vic 
West's favour. 

At the start, neither team 
dominated and the Dragons 
found several opportunities 
to finesse their on-field 
skills. 

"We h ad some strong 
offensive chances with Liz 

Wilson and Joanne 
O'Connor, who played strik­
er this week'. She and Liz set 
up some nice offensive 
chances," King said. "Liz 
had one cparticularly good 
attack on the net. She took a 
nice shot. and got a re-bound 
but the goalie picked it up." 

King said it was nice to 
have O'Connor at the front 
to add some new enthusi­
asm. 

Tami Benoit replaced 
O'~onnor in net for the 
game. 

King commended several 
players for the ir work, 
inclu~ing Lorna Walde, who 
was strong in the air and 

cleared several dangerous 
crosses with her head. 

Centre midfielders Jeanie 
Gray and Cheryle Johnson 
·also had strong games. 
"They played weU breaking 
up the other team's passing 
game." 

The game picked up in Vic 
West's favour as the Victoria 
team scored the first goal 25 
minutes into the first half. 

Ten minutes later, Vic 
West returned to score their 
second goal. 

At the beginning of the 
second half, the teams 
appeared to be at equal lev­
els. 

"The one thing that was 

working in our favour was 
that we were able to beat 
them with a couple of long 
through balls," King said. 

Striker Liz Wilson went in 
· on a br~-away. 

"Their goalie came out 
and Liz got by the goalie but 
then she ended up shooting 
the ball wide of the net. That 
was by far our best scoring 
chance. That was a big point 
in the game. If we had 
scored, it would have set a 
different pace for the game," 
she said. 

Vic West returned to score 
its third goal 30 minutes into 
the second half and its fourth 
goal seven minutes later. 

said manager co-coach Ken 
Marr. 

"As soon as we scored, we 
completely took over the 
game and they didn't have 
much of an opportunity after 
that. With the second goal, it 
was prettY much game over." 

But the early going was 
sloppy, Marr said. 

"I wasn ' t happy with the 
play at half time and the 
guys really pulled their 
socks up and played a much 
more controlled passing 
game. Just rather than the 
urgency, they were calmly 
moving the ball around and 
it was back to the same way 
as last week [when FC beat 
Nanairno 2-1] ." 

One of the problems with 
the first half stemmed from a 
defensive shuffle after FC 
captain Chris Jason tweaked 
a hamstring 10 minutes into 
the match, Marr said. 

"That's probably the 
weakest area in our line-up 
in terms of depth." 

Centre midfielder Chris 
Langdon stepped back to 
play defence but a heavily­
weighted Cowichan midfield 
allowed him to shift back to 
the midfield anyway, Marr 
noted. 

The key win earned the 
ninth-place islanders three 
points (for eight points total 
on a 2 -6-2 record) and a 
leap-frog over number-eight 
Cowichan (now with six 
points on 2-7-0) as the two 
teams scramble for a berth 
in the first division next sea­
son. 

Next week, Salt Spring 
FC will take on seventh­
place Bays United Blue (lO 
points and 3-4-1) at Portlock 
Park at 2:15 p .m. on 
Saturday, November 30 
(note the change of date 
from the usual Sunday 
games). 

"If we can pull off three 
points against them, we can 
vault into a tie for sixth 
place," Marr said. 

0°/o 
SAUNDERS 

~SUBARU,. 
DRIVEN ·sy WHAT'S INSIDE"' 

1784 Island Hwy. Victoria 
Across from J.D.F. Rec Centre 

Toll Free 1·888·898·9911 474-2211 oLs932 
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SCORPIONS BASKETBALL 03-04 
GISS Senior Boys Basketba.ll 

DAVE BARCLAY 

5'10" 
Guard 

DOMINATE THE PAINT! 

JEREMY BYRON 

0 
5'11" 
Point-
Guard 

We're on the ball ..• 
And so are the 

Scorpions. 
KEN BYRON EXCAVATING 

537-2882 
"Diggin ' it, since '71 " 

RUSS BATH 

6'10" 
Center 

Sweep the glass, big guy! 

JESSE HRANCHUK 

e 
6'0" 
Post/ 
Wing 

GOOD LUCK 
IN YOUR 

' 
SEASON! 
Sponsored by 

· Cam Robinson-

SCHEDULE 03-04 
Saturday November 29th 

Lambrick Park Tournament in Victoria 

1\lesday December 2 

Home game vs Shawnigan Lake 6:00 pm 

Thursday December 4 - Saturday December 6 

Thursday February 19 - Saturday February 21 

Vancouver Island Championship - at Brentwood College 

TUesday March 2 - Saturday March 6 

British Columbia Senior Boys Championship in Kamloops 

Old coaches don't fade 
away, they come back 

to ref ... 
Go Scorpions! 

Real Estate 
Consulting Services 
Myles Wilson 
537-7200 

JOHN BUTTERY 

e 
6' 2" -
Post 

Have a great season! 

Jtflofu£rs & ~in£ 
160 Fulford Ganges Rd. 537-2231 

Affiliated with 50,000 florists 
throughout the world 

5;1® 
CIEH.IID 

RYAN O'DONNELL 

e 
5'11" 
Post/ 
Wing 

Sport, travel and teamwork 
= important lessons in life! 

STUDIO 103 
HAIR DESIGN 

GKACE Pooo SQuARE 

537-2700 

JOAH CHLOPAN 

6'4" 
Post . 

GOOD LUCK WITH 
THE UPCOMING SEASON! 

~i~ ~ 
Ganges, Mouat's Centre 

7:30am - Spm, 7 days a week 

BRYAN HUNSBERGER 

CD 
6'2" 

Guard 

Good-luck in your games, 
Bryan, make us proud. 

We're behind you 100%. 
-Your Oystercatcher family 

PAUL HANNAH 

6'2" 
Post I 
Wing 

Here's hoping for ... 
nothing but net! 

SPOCK LIN 

e 
5'8" 

Guard 

Best of luck for the 
upcoming season! 
GO SCORPIONS! 

fii] 
The Gulf Islands 

International Program 
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Field stymies Old Boys 
come-back in 2-2 game 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

The Salt Spring Old Boys 
came from behind twice to 
snatch a 2-2 tie against the 
Castaways at Arbutus Field 
on Sunday. 

But despite dominating 
uphill play, the islanders 
couldn't capture the win. 

"We seemed to have par­
tially solved the problem of 
the slope and soft field 
because we played a much 
better tactical game than last 
time' we played there when 
we lost 1-0," said Old Boys 
coach Fraser Hope. 

A short bench of 11 players 
contributed to an early Salt 
Spring deficit, Hope noted. 

"We fought back and we 
dominated the play in the first 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

Following are high scores in 
bowling league play at Kings 
Lane Recreation last week. 

Circus League, Nov. 17: 

half and the second half." 
A combination effort led by 

Jack Braak that was relayed 
to Rainer Funk and Alvaro 
Sanchez, set up Don Brown 
to net the equalizing goal for 
the islanders in the first half. 

·But the Castaways returned 
with a goal on Salt Spring 
against the run of play early 
in the second half, Hope said. 

"Onc.e again, we were 
playing catch-up football. But 
pressure kept the ball in their 
end." 

The islanders won several 
comer kicks where John Oblati 
(playing forward again) got his 
head up on the ball. 

"Oblati was up, way above 
the ball, and took it off the 
side of his ear and chin, but 
didn't manage to put it in the 

Ken Strike, 202; Brian 
Radford, 219; Connie Hardy, 
213, 298/692; Don McMahon, 
220; Doreen Hewitt, 219; 
Wayne Hewitt, 202. 

Tuesday a.m. seniors, Nov. 
18: Ken Robinson, 234; Jim 
Glenn, 224; Harold Repen, 
224; Marg Baker, 211; Anne 

Island cyclists soar 
with Sidney awards 

A batch of speedy Salt Spring cyclists were honoured for 
posting top times at the Sidney Velo Club Time Trials awards 
dinner at the Royal Oak Golf Club on November 15. 

Local rider John Nilssen won the fastest veteran category 
for the year with a time of 26:10 minutes over the 18.5-kilo­
metre course. . 
-..... "It was my best time ever," Nilssen said. 

His average speed was 40.4 kilometres per hour, he said. 
Nilssen won the event last year and is aiming for a mini­

mum three-year reign, he laughed. 
"There''S other people sneaking into the 26-minute range 

but I'm still a minute ahead." 
Another islander, Sandi Thibault, also clocked her person­

al best time at 30:08, he said. 
Nilssen was aiming for a target of 26 minutes and Thibault 

hoped for 30 minutes, he noted. 
"I was short by 10 seconds and Sandi was short by eight 

seconds off her goal of 30 minutes. But we'll get that next 
year." 

Also riding from Salt Spring, Denis Ross hit 26:50 in the 
senior men's category, Bruce Grey raced 27:30 among veter­
an men, Bob Sayer paced 28:30 in the same category and 
Chris Klassen timed 33 minutes among senior men. 

"Bruce and Bob were both in the top five," Nils sen noted. 
More detailed race results were not available at press time. 
The Sidney Velo Club hosts time trials weekly from May 

through September on a flat course near the airport in 
Sidney, he said. 

"It all has to do with who's the fastest and who's the 
strongest." . 

Nilssen and his fellow riders have now wrapped up the 
racing season until spring. 

net. Eventually, Jack [Braak] 
delivered the ball to the net 
on the corner and Mike 
Davis met it with a rocket­
bullet head into the back of 
the net." 

Sanchez and Oblati led 
"valiant efforts" to catch a 
third goal for the Old Boys in 
the last 10-15 minutes of the 
half but the Castaways held 
out, Hope said. 

"Considering we only had 
11 players and Rainer was 
playing with a painful back 
injury, we were very 
pleased we came away with 
a draw. But we were think­
ing we should have sneaked 
a win." 

The Old Boys return to 
Arbutus Field to face Juan de 
Fuca this Sunday. 

Kowal, 200. 
Tuesday p.m. seniors, Nov. 

18: John Pringle, 218; Harold 
Repen, 201; Ken Robinson, 
248. 

Special Olympics, Nov. 19: 
Mahjor Baines, 150; Sharon 
Way, 153; Carlos Manzano, 
177; Gloria Dale, 192. 

BACK AT YOU: Ayla Lundy returns final serve of the volleyba ll season as Salt 
Spring ISland Middle School hosts an exhibition match with a team f rom 
Cumberland Junior High. Coaches Ken Cameron and Sandy Harkema were 
impressed with the high quality of play at t he event, wh ich involved two hours 
Of intense VOlleyball. Photo contributed 

Ski & Snowboard Season is coming to 
SPORTSTRADERS, DUNCAN 

CHOOSE FROM OUR GREAT SELECTION OF NEWLY ARRIVE MAJOR BRAND NAMES: 
• SNOWBOARDS • SKIS • HELMETS • BOOTS 

• PANTS • JACKETS • TOQUES • GLOVES • SOCKS • BAGS 
• THERMAL UNDERWEAR • GOGGLES • ACCESSORIES, ETC. SERIOUS CHOICE AND SERIOUS PRICES! "' 

DUNCAN PLAZA • 354 TRUNK RD. • 1-250·746-8761 

GO C""~l\.S Go! ~e'll · al~ays 

RK Name G ASS TP OF 30.Burns Marie 96 151 247 36 .uake a save! 
1.Byron Nicola 104 168 272 41 31.Goldie Jim 90 157 247 33 S37·SS64 
2.Huser Angela 93 175 268 40 32.Newton Norma 93 153 246 34 
3.Johnson Cam 118 149 267 34 33.Aibhoose Paul 108 136 244 32 60.Mussell Palricia 97 230 33 84.Shaske Lucy 91 122 213 35 
4.Eyles Evan 113 152 265 35 34.Redden Charlene 103 141 244 27 61.Maclellan Gary 85 228 44 85.Charlebois Jason 87 124 211 30 
5.Jason Chris 105 160 265 38 35.Hardie Madeline 95 148 243 41 62.Hoban Rypawn 88 228 46 86.Radford Brian 73 138 211 33 
6.Lynch Kevin 96 166 262 37 36.Burns Lome 90 151 241 37 63.Dunbar Bruce 93 227 36 87.Baker Brent 84 126 210 39 
?.Lam Huy 107 155 262 36 37.Hitchcock Dorothy 77 164 241 32 64.Reinholdt Kim 94 226 38 88.Anderson Caroline 83 127 210 36 
8.Hardy Mike 107 154 261 40 38.Gillham Jerome 91 149 240 45 65.Gillham Jeffrey 75 225 32 89.Mackinnon Baldy 84 124 208 41 
9.Eyles Tobin 94 165 259 36 39.Lynch Seve 94 146 240 30 66.Howe Scott 80 225 41 90. Reynolds Paul 90 118 208 37 
1 O.Hardy Connie 98 160 258 40 40.Cummings Paul 79 160 239 41 67.Cunningham Jean 105 120 225 36 91.Fors~h Norm 80 127 207 40 
11 .Buckley Jim 91 166 257 33 41.Doerksen Hank 82 157 239 38 68.Byron Regan 100 124 224 35 92.Temmel Max 87 120 207 37 
12.Aibhoose Jack 114 142 256 33 42. Rompain Kerry 97 141 238 34 69.Tamboline Tina 89 135 224 34 93.Broadbent Fred 83 122 205 26 
13.Devereux Mark 86 170 256 41 43.Warnir Amanda 107 131 238 33 70.Calberry R. 93 131 224 39 94.Newman Keith 85 119 204 40 
14.Bateman John 107 148 255 30 44.Smith Donald 90 148 238 30 71. Rompain Sheldon 97 126 223 40 95.Nolan Elizabeth 78 125 203 43 
15.Morrison Joelle 96 159 255 40 45.Mussell Byron 86 151 237 30 72.Aibhoose Sean 78 145 223 36 96.Macdonald Bob 91 111 202 31 
16.Mara Kathy 101 154 255 39 46.Spencer Peter 99 138 237 34 73. Guedes Doug 79 143 222 33 97.Leask Lance 87 114 201 34 
17.McMahon Don 106 149 255 41 47.Misanchuk Terry 108 129 237 41 74.Villadsen Jeane 87 134 221 33 98.Aeichele Jeff 68 133 201 24 
18.Sanderson Robert 101 153 254 39 48.Tamboline Philip 93 143 236 33 75.Tamboline Grant 91 129 220 37 99.Cameron Lorna 76 119 195 30 
19.Temmel Wolfgang 92 161 253 39 49.Bemi Mike 96 140 236 36 76.Morris Liam 82 137 219 35 100.Moban Lind-E 81 113 194 39 
20.Langdon Jack 103 149 252 35 50.Mullan Erin 91 145 236 29 ??.Hitchcock Bill 84 135 219 31 101.Courtney John 88 106 194 32 
21 .Buckley Arnold 97 155 252 41 51.Tamboline W 93 141 234 32 78.Sioan Randall 83 134 217 29 102.Marleau Gerry 77 108 185 27 
22.Campbell Faedra 109 142 251 36 52.Smith Shirley 89 145 234 33 79.Shantz Colleen 84 131 215 31 103.Marleau Deanna 63 119 182 28 
23.Mussell Dorethy 94 157 251 39 53.McBride Richard 92 141 233 34 80.Fors~h Deb 89 125 214 27 1 04.Cottrell Tracey 80 98 178 27 
24.Lynch Trudy 85 165 250 33 54.MisanchukTamara 109 12:3-- 232 31 81 .Gosnell Mairi 83 131 214 38 1 05.Snetsinger Hannah 64 113 177 37 
25.Strohmieir Monica 96 153 249 37 55.Mullan Pat 85 147 232 26 82. Thomas Andrew 79 135 214 39 1 06. Tanti Mary 65 108 173 28 
26.Jarvis Gordon 93 155 248 42 56.Funk Rainer 103 129 232 33 83.Shantz Lome 89 124 21 3 32 107.Christensen Nils 67 100 167 35 
27.Steele Povene 93 155 248 37 57.Anderson Dennis 85 146 231 29 
28.Shaske Ed 103 145 248 39 58.Millerd Peter 89 142 231 36 : 1 ts1ggest \iam: ~~. LavcocK Hobert- 41 II 
29.Laycock Robert 102 145 247 47 59. Irwin-Campbell Ar 102 128 230 34 · 

§l !l~GG lUMB~R l TO. 

Mon.-Fri. 7am- Spm I Sat. 8:30am- Spm I 804 Fulford Ganges 537·4978 

,. -

I 

""-



A24 .& WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 26, 2003 SPORTS & RECREATION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Locally 
owned and 
operated 

... a. • • • UI SUPPLY 
ON 

SALTSPRING ••• 

Windsor 
PJ,wood 

Phone: 

537·5564 
FAX: 537 ·1 207 

EXPERT ADVICE & TOP 
QUALITY SERVICE! 

• Doors and Windows • 
• Mouldings • Paints & Stains • 
• Power Tools • Dock Floats • 

• Hardwood & Laminate Flooring • 
• Lumber • 

• Roof Trusses • Plywood • 
• Insulation • Door shop on-site • 
• Engineered Wood Products • 

• And much more! • 

uA/ways a 
pleasure to 
serve our 

community!" 
STORE HOURS: 

Monday-~aturcta~ 7a~ - 5:30pm 

SOCCER 
.KICKS 

• The U12 B oys Salt 
Spring Devils played an out­
standing game against the 
division's first place team; 
the match ended in a 5-2 win 
for Peninsula # 1. 

The score did not reflect the 
effort and determination by 
this young squad, which domi­
nated the first half of the game. 

Keaton Giles and Jeremy 
Marchi scored the team's 
two goals. Coaches both 
noted strong performances 
by Rhys Hardy, who worked 
hard in every play, and Zack 
Abramyk, who also had a 
very strong game. 

Malcolm MacPhee played 
well in ne!, and would have 
held the first position team 
off at two goals if it weren't 
for a quick set of three 
unlucky balls that bounced 

·off Salt Spring players. 
· ·Salt Spring's U13 girls 

notched a sweet vic tory 
Saturday, beating the league's 
second-place team 1-0 in the 
final minutes of play. 

Coach Dave Morgan said 
Cordova Bay had the ''upper 
hand" throughout most of the 
game, but stellar goalkeeping 
by Monique Comeau (who 
saved a penalty shot in the 
first half) and Olivia Morgan 
kept Salt Spring in the game. 
The match was scoreless until 
the final five minutes when 
Danica Lundy sent a ball over 
the heads of the opposition to 
winger Meredith Raddysh, 
who ran up the field and 
nailed a "spectacular'' goal. 

Morgan was also impressed 
with the performance of Erica 
Rimmer in the midfield, 
Britney Oswell on defence, 
and Katie Villadsen, who in 
addition to maintaining a shut­
out in goal, worked well in 
two other defensive positions. 

SMOOTH SAILING: In what could almost be a 
summer scene, a sailboat glides peacefully through 
the water at St. Mary Lake during a recent sunny 
spell on Salt Spring. Photo by De"icklundy 

Deluge douses 
Reserve squad's 
scoring spark 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
St aff Writer 

A cold -starting Salt 
Spring Reserves line stalled 
with a 1-1 tie in a drench­
ing game against the first­
place team Zgoda in sixth­
division action at Arbutus 
Field on Sunday. 

"We are the team to beat 
and the other team really 
wanted to beat us ," said 
Reserves player coach man­
ager Mike Brown. "They 
dug hard, they fought hard 
and they played as hard as 
they could . We weren ' t 
playing as hard as we could 
because we were cold." 

After a dark grey ferry 
crossing· and dismal rain, 
the Reserves played with 
their hands tucked in their 
shirts, Brown said. 

" It took the first half to 
warm up and we were 
down 1-0 after the first 
half." 

But Brown substituted a 
line of tempo-changing 
alternates, who were burn­
ing to play in the second 
half. 

"They were all fired up 
seeing the mistakes on the 
sideline ... They went in 
there and just went 'nuts ."' 

Second-line player Noah 
Copping delivered a goal to 
Cameron Sweet off a pass 
from Miles English. 

"Noah took it down the 
wing and literally bullied 
his way through three or 

four guys. He started bring­
ing it along the baseline, 
got up to the goalie and just 
tapped it into the middle of 
the 18. And Cam was right 
there." 

Salt Spring threw a bar: 
rage of attacks at Zgoda but 
the other team was obvi­
ously playing for the tie, 
Brown said. 

"They were satisfied with 
a tie , but we weren't 
though . We were still in 
utter shock and dismay on 
the way home." 

The game felt unfinished, 
he said. 

"We had multiple oppor­
tunities in the second half 
that weren't capitalized on. 
And I'm talking 'in-the-six­
yard-box' missing opportu­
nities." 

Brown commended 
Reserves keeper Chris 
Healy for a great job in net. 

"The goal they got on 
him -he'd already made 
the initial save and couldn't 
do anything on the next 
one." 

Healy even broke a finger 
in his efforts to keep his 
team in the game. But the 
keeper played on for the 
match, despite the injury. 

The Reserves next play 
the Castaways at Arbutus 
Field on December 1. · 

Their next home game 
will be their last before the 
winter break, on Dece~ber 
14 against Sooke. 

• No payments for 6 months • 30 day money back guarantee 
• No money down • 0°/o interest for one year 

2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1·866·955·5353 

The furniture you've dreamed of 
owning has just become affordable. 

Enjoy Holiday Savings NOW. 
Don't pay 'til Spring. 

PINlliWTlJill ~ JNTmiOD DPAIGN 
1802 Government Street 386-3841 

Mon.-Sat. 9:30 to 5:30, Sun. Noon to 5 

I 


