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Need more room?
Think of expanding
your existing home
Feeling a little cramped? Family
growing in size? Possessions taking
over the living space? Maybe it's time
to make some changes and acquire a
bit more elbow room. If you can afford
it, buying a new home with a few extra
rooms will do the trick. But if your
finances are as strained as your living
space right now, then maybe the solution is to expand the house you're
already occupying.
Before you start, you'll have to
decide whether to simply reorganize
your home's interior layout or whether
to build an addition. If you opt for the
former, you can gain extra room by
converting an unfinished basement,
garage or attic into living space. Or
you can remove some interior walls.
The project you choose will depend
on several factors, including your
home's present layou t, your budget,
your family's living habits, municipal
zoning and subdivision bylaws and
building regulations.
If the only alternative open to you is
to build an addition, you should
design that addition to give you the
type of space you most need. It
should, of course, conform to your
home's existing architectural style.

Removing walls
If you decide to work within the
space already available to you, then
one possibility is to remove some interior walls to transform cramped, small
rooms into a single large area. Some
walls, however, are easier to remove
than others. Beari,ng walls, which
directly support the floor or ceiling
joists and indirectly support part of
the roof load, are much harder to
remove than non-load-bearing walls
or partitions. Any interior wall is likely
to have electrical wiring running
through it and often heating or
plumbing lines, too. These must all be
rerouted if walls are removed.
Another possibility for creating
more room is to convert your basement, attic or garage into living space,
which is easier than building a new
addition because these areas already
share the foundation and roof of your
house.
The garage can be an ideal spot for a
family room, an additional bedroom
or even another bathroom. The garage
door will have to be removed, and a
new wall built. New windows may
have to be added, as well as a sub floor.
An attic under a rafter roof can yield
additional bedrooms or a den.

Basement comversion
A finished basement can substantially increase a home's living space. A
basement can be converted into an
extra bedroom, work room, office
and/ or recreation room. Most pipes,
wires and ducts running through this
area can be covered with a suspended
ceiling.
Renovating a basement to add living
space is generally much more costefficient than building an addition to
your home. Adding an acoustic ceiling, prefinished wall, insulation, carpeting, etc., to the basement could
still, however, cost several thousand
dollars.
As well, renovation work will only be
worthwhile if the basement is dry and
structurally sound. If there's a noticeable water problem, necessary repairs
will run up a large bill.
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Planning homework space
Just as office spaces are being
designed to produce less strain and
better health, the places where your
children do their homework can be
planned for less fatigue and better
concentration.
• Desks. For teens and adults, writing desks should be about 30 inches
high. Computer desks need to be
slightly lower, at 26 inches. Taller
desks can be fitted with a shelf for a
keyboard and space for a mouse.
• Storage. Provide a place for filing
school papers and notes that might
be needed later. Brightly coloured
metal filing cabinets are one solution
that also avoids strain on the arms
and back. For papers that need to be
saved but not necessarily used, long,
flat bins that slide under a bed save

space.
• Chairs. Office chairs from secondhand office furniture stores can
provide comfort at bargain prices.
The seat should have a backrest,
height adjustment, and elbow support. More expensive versions provide lumbar support in the backrest
and adjustable armrests.
• lighting. Most homework will be
done in the evening, usually after
dark, so plan lighting accordingly.
General, or ambient, lighting makes
the work area more cheerful and
reduces the contrast with task lighting or reading lights. Task lights
should be placed about 15 inches
above the work surface and use a 60to 100-watt bulb. Avoid fixtures that
cast a glare on computer screens.

WEST WIND
HARDWOOD IN

Getting rid of dampness
If damp, the basement can be made
much drier if you insulate the walls
and cover them with a vapour barrier
and panelling. During humid summer
weather, you can use a dehumidifier
in the basement. This will only work in
a confined space, so doors and windows should be kept closed.
To help get rid of condensation
problems, insulate all plumbing pipes
using tubular-shape foam insulation
or fibreglass wraparound material. If
there's a musty smell in the basement,
the problem may be easily fiXed. Air
will have to be circulated as much as
possible, keeping doors and windows
open and using fans. Besides using
the basement as a storage area, office
space, den, etc., a basement is also a
good place for a second bathroom - a
feature which is almost considered
standard in many homes these days.
If you're adding a new bathroom in
the basement, it should be located close
to the main floor drain to keep down
plumbing costs. It is better to upgrade
your basement in its entirety than to do
it little by little. Waiting until you can
afford a total renovation of your basement can save you thousands of dollars.
To keep air circulating, a reversible fan
is a better and less expensive solution
than adding windows. If there's an existing forced-air system heating the basement, there should be a cold-air vent to
keep the air circulating. Determine
whether the existing furnace can cope
with the added load required by new
rooms. If not, electric baseboard heaters
will have to be installed.

Call Peter at

53 7•481Q

HARDWOODS • EXOTICS • SOFTWOO
• CARVING WOODS • BOAT LUMBER
• VENEER PLYWOODS • M.D.F. • MELAMINES

1·800·667·2275
www.westwindhardwood.com
#5-1 0189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, B.C.
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Prioritize your home
maintenance projects
Maintaining your house is easier
when you approach it season by season. But what if you discover that
you have several major repair projects competing for your attention? In
most cases, your budget will dictate
which projects to tackle first, but it's
also important to ask yourself the
fo llowing:
• Is there potential water damage?
Rep airs that prevent water from leaking into the house are more important than cosmetic projects (such as
filling a hole in an interior wall).
Replacing a roof or sealing cracks in
the foundation are projects that
should be completed immediately.
• Is safety an issue? Ensuring the
safety of family and visitors is as
important as keeping your home dry.
Keep steps in good condition,
replace broken boards on porches or
decks, fix electrical outlets, and set
your hot water heater to the right

temperature (120°F is usually hot
enou gh) .
• Is a home system involve d?
Plu m bing, electrical, and h eating
systems are critical to your home's
operation and your cOJnfort. Make
th~se repairs as soon as possible.
Hire a professional to m ake major
repairs such as replacing faulty
pipes, fixing circuit breakers, or
installing a new thermostat.
• Will the repair improve your insulation? Repairs that improve insulation include tightening loose window
frames , caulking around doorways,
and patching holes in ·walls. The
sooner these repairs are made, the
faster you can lower your heating
~nd air-conditioning costs.
• Is it a cosmetic repair? Cosmetic
repairs range from patching holes in
the wall to replacing an old light fixture. They are ideal winter projects,
but can be performed at any time.

PROFESSIONAL

New decor for kids'
rooms is all the rage
It goes without saying
that most people want
to give their kids the
best of everything. And
at times like this when
the economy is flush,
with more working people
having
more
expendable
income
than we've seen in a few
decades, many parents
are taking every opportunity to bestow upon
the their little ones all
the attributes of the
good life.
From private schools
to new clothes to flatscreen digital TVs,
spending on kids has
exploded in huge ways
in the last few years. Pair
that with interior design
and decorating being
industries whose fates
are intimately linked ~o
the ups and downs of
the economy, and it
only adds up that decorating for kids is currently all the rage.
Whereas once upon a
time it was considered
going all out to have a
matching
footballthemed bedspread and
curtains in a kid's room,
now entire sets 0f
sheets, duvets, curtains,
rugs and even wall
hangings all featuring
the same Powerpuff
Girls or N'Sync motif are
readily available.
But with so many
options now available, it
can be hard to know just
ho}V far to go with it all.
Or even where to begin,
for that matter. It's
always an option to go
out and get all-match~
ing everything and
cover every surface of

the room with all one
theme, be it flowers,
gorillas,
The Little
Mermaid,
or Mack
trucks.
But all but the most
die-hard
matching
maniacs out there,
including the kid who's
obsessed with whatever
it is, will most likely find
such an environment
more than a little overwhelming.
The best strategy to
use when you're about
to begin decorating a
kid's room, just like
when you're designing
any other space, is to
keep in mind what the
room will be used for
first and foremost - then
get into what it will look
like.
Ask questions like
these: How many kids

will be sleeping there? If
it's just one, do you
expect that he or she
will have to share sometime in the next few
years?
Will the bedroom be
his or her main space
for play as well as sleep,
or will there be a separate play area? Is he really into arts and crafts,
which would mean the
floor and work surfaces
should be easy to clean
up? Is she likely to get
very tall and need a
double bed?
All these questions are
much more important
than whether to paint
the walls powder, shell
or rose pink. Not that
colour isn't important,
for it most definitely is.
But function should be
your first consideration.

Shop where there
is more of everything!

• MORE CONCRETE • MORE INSULATION
• MORE DECKING • MORE LUMBER

NANCE

' . Cleaning,
Mildew Removal
' . Sanding and Staining ' . Power Washing
' . Roof Moss Removal

SPRING CLEANING?

Use a Driftwood Garage Sale Kit and unload your extra junk!
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Planning a pool?

Don't be overwhelmed
by paint choices
The walls and ceilings throughout a
home usually form the backdrop for
room furnishings, drapes and other
decorations. Choosing a colour can be
hard enough, but choosing the right
kind of paint can be just as important.
Some people prefer a water-based
matte finish, others like something oilbased and glossy, while still some prefer a textured look.
It's easy to get overwhelmed by the
different paints and equipment available for sale. Following are some hints
for navigating your way through the
paint options.

ularly is suitable for high-wear areas.
· Quick-drying semigloss paint is a
water-based acrylic type of semigloss.
'!ypically a low-odour item, it also is
washable and dries to a medium
sheen. Some brands contain fungicides to fight mold and mildew
buildup - making it another good
choice for kitchens and bathrooms.
· Textured paint is a water-based
thick matte. It can be left plain or
painted over, and can have a pattern
superimposed. Textured paint is very
durable and ideal for concealing surface imperfections and small cracks.

Types of Paint

Measure Twice

No matter how many different varieties there are, they all fit into a number of broad categories. In general,
water-based paints are the most popular because they're relatively easy to
work with and dry quickly.
· Flat latex paint is water-based and
has a dull, matte fmish. It remains one
of the more popular options because
it's user-friendly - easy to work with
and low odour. Flat latex is suitable for
all walls and ceilings, especially those
freshly plastered, since it allows the
plaster to dry out thoroughly.
· Vinyl flat latex is water-based, but
it's easier to clean than traditional flat
latex paint; it dries to a wipeablematte finish. It's also more durable suitable for all walls- since the paint's
matte properties help to conceal many
surface imperfections.
· Vinyl gloss latex paint is waterbased and quick-drying. It dries to
high sheen. The gloss finish makes
washing easy, and makes the paint a
good choice for kitchens and bathrooms. It also can be used for all walls
and ceilings.
· Store-brand flat latex is a paint created by most major paint stores and
home-improvement stores- a brand
exclusive to that store. This paint is an
ideal choice for achieving a traditional
flat paint finish on all interior surfaces.
· Semigloss paint is oil-based and
dries to a medium sheen. Although
many brands are available, some have
less of an odour, and are more userfriendly than others. This paint partie-

No matter which type of paint you
choose, accuracy when estimating the
amount you need will save you money
and reduce waste. Calculate the surface areas of walls by multiplying the
height of a room from the ceiling to the
floor (or baseboard) by the entire
length of the perimeter of the floor.
Use the same dimensions to calculate
the surface area of the ceiling.
Do not subtract the areas of doors,
windows and extras like molding, wall
or window recesses, pillars and covered beams from your calculations.
This way, you can be sure that you will
have paint left over for any necessary
touch-ups later on. Also, remember
that most walls will require two coats
of paint.

Do you want an Lshaped pool or an adjoining whirlpool bath? Do
you want stepped sides
around the circumference for you children's
safety? If you shop
around, you'll discover
that pool companies specialize in certain types of
pools and they don't all
offer the same options.
These factors may influence your choices. Other
expenses inevitably arise
when you buy a pool.
Here are some examples:
• Patio: A patio is
esthetically pleasing. It
also prevents water from
seeping between the solid
mass and the sides of the
pool. If you want a widerthan-average patio or one
made of a different construction material, be
sure to include the extra
cost in your estimates.
• Shed for storing pool
equipment:
If your
garage or basement is too
far from the pool, you
may want to install a shed
to store the pump, filtering equipment and cleaning accessories. When
your pool contractor is
ready to pour the concrete for your pool, ask
him to pour a footing or
base for the shed. You can
always build the rest of

area needs to be fenced.
• Accessories: Solar
blanket, diving board,
water heater, automatic
chlorinator, underwater
lights, an insulation pad
under the vinyl liner: all
these accessories entail
extra costs. If you plan to
add some later, be sure
to have the contractor
provide the fittings that
will be required. Tables
and chairs for the patio
are another popular
extra.

Ken French

• References available
• Reliable
• Over 39 years experience
• Residential/commercial renovations
For a free estimate and a solution to
affordable construction call

537,9942

, ...._'\.Full Service "from the ground up... or down"
~

Ecologically responsive

lAWES

A, 1 A -rl N G LTD
ExcI"'\.
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1537-26041
Equipped with:
• 3 Buckets
• Hydraulic Thumb
• Brush Rake
• Power Tilt

ALL SITE WORK:
clearing, driveways,
exc~vation, septic,
dramage, ponds,
rockery, demolition

BRIAN DAWES
Owner Operator
Over 25 years experience

MINI EXCAVATOR

Fax: 537·2605 Cell:

537·7019 331 SUNSET DR., SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C. VSK 1G2

Next to Ganges Village Market, Tuesday through Saturday

Bam· Spm
For Commercial Pick-ups & Residential Large Clean-ups
CALL LAURIE HEDGER

cial fencing and if so what

GENERAL CONTRACTING

Safety First
As with any home improvement
project, safety always should be the
one of your first and foremost concerns. Here are some safety pointers to
consider.
· Prevent injury - be sure to store
painting materials and tools away
from children and pets. Many products contain chemicals that may be
harmful to the body.
·Follow instructions- read all manufacturers' guidelines with regard to
proper use of materials and equipment
before you begin your project.
· Climb safely - inspect all ladders
and stepladders to make sure they are
safe to use and show no serious signs of
wear.

the structure later.
• Fencing: Most municipalities have
strict
bylaws that specify the
type and height of fencing required around
pools. Find out what they
are.
• Insurance: Advise
your insurance agent that
you plan to install a pool
on your property. You will
need to insure against
water damage and for
personal liability in case
of an accident. Ask if the
insurance requires spe-

653·9279

Little mistakes can lead to ugly deck
Nobody sets out to build an ugly deck,
but many end up that way, some sooner
rather than later. Most problems can be
traced back to little things gone wrong
and that's why attention to detail can
make or break your deck. Here are some
oft-overlooked things that can make your
deck last longer and look better while it
does.

Stainless steel fasteners
Even if your deck doesn't sit along an
ocean coastline, it's really a project that
has to endure marine-grade assaults
from sunlight, rain and snow. That's why
stainless steel and hot-dipped galvanized
fasteners are worth using.
Over the past five years, stainless steel
products have trickled down to the retail
level in many new, deck-friendly configurations. That's a good thing, since lab trials show stainless steel hardware is best
for fastening highly corrosive materials
such as pressure-treated lumber. The
drawback is cost - more than $10 a

pound for stainless steel framing nails.
Hot-dipped galvanized screws and
nails work well too, and they're cheaper
than stainless, though their protective
zinc coating can chip off during installation. Where that happens, the bare steel
is completely open to corrosion. An economical compromise is to use stainless
steel nails for those parts of your deck
that will be inaccessible after construction. Less-expensive hot-dipped galvanized fasteners can be used in open areas
where you can pound another nail or two
in later, if needed.
Whatever you do, don't use electro plated nails or screws on your deck. Their
thin, shiny coating may look impressive,
but it won't prevent rust staining and premature structural failure from corrosion.

Lumber wrench
The most persistent challenge you'll
face while building a deck is the ongoing
wrestling match with deck boards that
are less than straight. It's not uncommon

to find 2x6s that curve as much as two or
three inches out of line along an eightfoot length. The problem is especially
bad with pressure-treated lumber. And
when you're trying to maintain a consistent 1/8-inch or 3/16-inch board-toboard space, an inch might as well be a
mile.
The best way to gain the upper hand
with cantankerous deck boards is to use
something called a Bo wrench. It's a
hand-held mechanism that anchors to a
floor joist, allowing you to use a levered
arm to easily force reluctant boards into
place, holding them there while you drive
home deck screws or nails.

that's a poor way to work, especially on
large decks. Small errors get worse as you
work your way around the structure setting that all-important floor frame in
place.
A homemade water level is a simple,
cheap and accurate alternative. Attach a
112-inch by 12-inch-long piece of clear
vinyl tubing to each end of a garden hose
(using male and female repair couplings)
then fill the hose completely with water
so you can see the level at each hose end.
And since water always seeks its own
level, you'll always have two perfect reference points to guide your building work.
This even works around comers, something no fancy laser level can do. A couple of dowels stuffed into the ends of the
Water level
No matter how durable and corrosion- clear vinyl tubes keeps most of the water
resistant your deck is, it'll still look bad from spilling out as you move the hose.
Keep a small funnel and jug of water on
and perform poorly if it's not level.
Although you could try establishing hand for topping up.
level building lines with a , . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
four-foot spirit level sitting
on the edge of a plank,

More storage in your kitchen
Reorganize and create ic place for each and spices and oils in proxmore storage with these every thing.
Once imity to the prep area.
you've done so, you'll For easy retrieval,
simple suggestions:
1.
Think logically. be more likely to put plates are generally
Group
like
items things back where they stored in the upper cabtogether
for
easy belong and less likely to inets nearest the sink or
retrieval. Store linens lose or unknowingly dishwasher; but to help
youngsters set the
and large serving pieces duplicate items.
6. Most of us have a table, consider drawer
near the dinner tablebut outside of the work "junk" drawer - and storage.
there's no reason to get
8. Assign everything
core.
2. Annex the back of a rid of it. Just add a plas- else a space based on
closet to create built-in tic basket organizer to frequency of use. Store
storage for an adjacent hold your things. You extra place settings
room. A shallow cabi- can easily pull the con- used only for special
net wedged between tainer out on a regular occasions in the dining
the wall studs can serve basis and weed out the room or elsewhere to
as an extra kitchen cup- things you no longer avoid taking up valuboard or a family-room need.
able kitchen space.
7. Save steps by plac- Stow cleaning supplies
bookcase.
3. Equip your cabi- ing items closest to below the sink unless
nets with features that their point of use. Store you have young chilmaximize storage. For cups and glasses near dren. Put holiday or
deep cabinets, install the sink or refrigerator. entertaining items in
pull-out shelves or bas- Place pots and pans the back of cabinets,
kets that use up all of near the stove, and put selecting an upper or
the space; for tall shelf
spaces, use stacking~===~==============~
platforms. Corner cabinets-classic
space
wasters -should be fitted with lazy Susans or
with what cabinet manufacturers call "threefourths circle-shape"
shelves.
4.
Measure the
length, width, and
height of your most frequently used pots,
pans, bowls, appliances, and utensils. Pay
close attention to how
measurements change
when particular items
are grouped or stacked
for storage. This will
help you gauge what
you can store cozily
• Pleated Sh ades • Wood Blinds • Roller Shades • Draperies
without
cramming
kitchen cabinets, drawCountry
(250) 537-4014
ers, and shelves.
AT
GRACE
POINT
SQUARE
5. Designate a specif-

Sharon's

BX-SERIES
Sale Pricing Starting at

$12,995·00
or $195· 00/month*
(BX1500D with 48" mower)

Home

lower cabinet location
based on each item's
weight.
9. Keep only kitchen
items in the kitchen.
Don't let other household items clutter your
kitchen space.
10. Build your cabinet space up-not out.
Add plastic baskets and
build up vertically
(rather than spreading
items out, as most of us
do) to create more
space in the pantry and
cabinets.

Slegg's...for the best price
and the best advice!

• MORE FLOORING • MORE LIGHTING
• MORE EAVES • MORE FENCING

*
Ganges . *.·· ·
J?lOor Cove . · ·

.::,t::

WE COVER
YOUR FLOORS
Area Rugs - a world class selection
right here on Salt Spring

Accessories -floor maintenance
supplies & entry mats
122 Lower Ganges Ad Ph: 537-9112 Fax: 537-4474 I Email: gangesfloors@saltspring.com

You could win a BX 15000 !
Your Official Kubota Contest

1
1

ENTRY FORM

:

Taxes, PDf & freight extra

_ _ Qi!y/town:
Postal Code:

I
I
I
I

_______________~..I
Tel: bus.(

To qualify you must answer this

skill testing question: 4x10+2+8= _ __
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Cosmetic renovati.o n
can help increase
value of your home
Does $10,000 worth of renovations increase the
value of a home by $10,000?
Not necessarily. On average, cosmetic renovations,
such as paint and new flooring, will bring back the
highest return on renovation costs. These basic and
common renovations change the overall appearance
of homes, making them more appealing to the market.
Renovations such as new window coverings, light
fixtures and other small decorative items usually bring
back a much lower return on costs. Generally, a typical
buyer is not willing to pay for the cost of these minor
decorative items.
You get the most bang for your buck when your renovations are neutral yet modernize and renew the
overall appearance of the home.

Gulf Islands
Optical

Built-in furnish·i ngs need
some careful planning
Builders of Craftsman and architecture. Poorly designed good rapport with (or are
Prairie architectural styles were built-ins detract not only from referred to) a remodelling coninstrumental in popularizing the look of a room but also from tractor, don't automatically
built-ins. They advocated no- the value of the home. Choose assume that he or she can build a
frills design and wanted every- your builder carefully.
china cabinet with the same skill
thing in a house to be useful. So
When looking for someone to as building a wall or installing
if there was a need for book- design or build what you want, kitchen cabinets. Ask to see samshelves, the architects reasoned, ask friends and neighbours for ples or photos and request referwhy not just build them in? references. If you already have a ences before you commit.
If you think your living room would function better with a builtin or two, plan carefully
before you commission
them. Consider the following: Look over your
budget. Built-ins aren't
cheap, but since they
stay with the house,
they appreciate in
value. Think of them as
an investment, unlike
freestanding furniture
that begins to depreciate as soon as you buy
it.
Consider what would
really make the room
more comfortable and
easier to live in. Do you
want more storage for
CDs, books, videos, or
toys? Or is display
space for collectibles
- FULL OF VIM & VINEGAR what you need? Or a
desk, a bar, or a quiet
corner?
Assess your current
furniture and make a
Specializing in Maintenance and Management of
list of the furnishings
you think would meet
Country Estates and Private Residences.
your needs. If you wish
Fully bonded & insured
you had an entertainment centre, for exam• Intensive ceiling to
• Furniture
ple, instead of going
floor cleaning
• Special projects
out and buying one,
•
Corners
sketch out what you
Special Spring
• Cupboards
want and talk to a carpenter or interior
• Baseboards
Cleaning Offer
designer. You might be
• Vents
surprised at what can
OFF reg. price
• Storage areas
become a built-in.
we go the extra
Don't overlook the
• Heaters
mile tor you!
importance of style.
Furniture isn't a builtin simply because
someone nails it to a
http://saltspring .gulfislands.com/mama
.------::-----,
wall.
A built-in should pick
Sears Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout Cleaning
SEARS
Up to 20% off for all Home Makin' Mamas Customers
up details of the home,
Expert steam cleaning of carpets and upholstery
such as the trim and
HomeCentrar
Book your discount special through the Mamas today!
the molding, and add ~"

#1 House Cleaning Service
on the Island

20%

537-1325

SPRING

2 ~ 1SALE

prescription glasses,
selected frames
50% off selected sunglasses
Open Tuesday - Friday 1Oam - Spm
Located at the Lancer Building • 537-2648

1730A Fulford-Ganges Rd.
Owner: Jason Fraser I Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm

Products available:

Rate per yard:

.s1o
Pit Run ..... .
..$13
3/4 Road Mulch
1-1/2 Drain Rock unwashed .s15
Oversized Rock unwashed .$11
.$31
3/4" Crush Drain .....
.$31
3/8" Crush (with fines)
.$13
Big Boulders
.$17
Blasted Rock
Fill .....................s4
Prices in effect 'til Jan. 31, 2004
• Other products also available
• 12 yard trucks can be arranged
• Minimum $10 charge
• PST & GST extra

Look after driveway,
protect investment
Your driveway is an
important investment
that requires regular
maintenance and care. If
it's subjected to harmful
conditions, such as harsh
winter weather, de-icing
salts and oil and gas leaks,
you should consider
applying a sealer to preserve and protect your
investment.
Most hardware and
home
improvement
stores offer a variety of
sealers created for concrete or asphalt driveways.
When selecting a sealer,
be sure to choose a product designed specifically
for your driveway surface.
To apply protective sealer to your driveway, follow
these simple do-it-yourself instructions:
• Clean the driveway.
Use dishwasher detergent
and water to remove gas
and oil stains. Dirt, weeds
and rocks must be extracted from all cracks. The use
of a pressure-washer is
your best option to thoroughly clean your driveway. Allow the surface
adequate time to dry.
• Repair cracks. Cracks
in your driveway and the
products to fill those
cracks come in all shapes
and sizes. To repair small-

Chainsaws

light, easy to use

starting at

$279.95

STIHL®
Dependable
Honda
Lawn mowers
starting at

$399.00
HONDA
er cracks you can use filler
that comes in a can or a
dispenser similar to a
caulking gun. Larger
cracks could require a
cold patch material
packed tightly into the
hole. Allow filler materials
adequate time to dry.
• Apply sealer. Stir the
sealer thoroughly, then
pour, brush or spray the
protective coating on the
driveway. Keep in mind
that some sealer manufacturers recommend a
light misting of water on
the surface as the sealer is
applied. Use a push

broom, brush, roller or
squeegee to spread the
sealer. Allow the sealer 24
hours to dry. For best
results, you should apply
at least two coats of sealer
every two to three years.
Remember, this project
should be performed
when the temperature is
at least 55 degrees F and
no rain is expected within
36hours.
Once your driveway is
coated with a sealer, stains
are easier to clean and
cracks caused by severe
weather are less likely to
occur.

Make sure your garden
is safe for children
For children, the family's yard is The Great
Outdoors. It's here that
they scrutinize ants and
pick dandelions. They
may also enjoy the
refreshing chill of a
wading pool on a hot
summer day or a family
barbecue on the patio.
Because the outside of a
home is full of hazards,
it's important to eliminate as many threats as
possible.
• Tools: Axes, drills
and awls stored on pegboards in the garage are
not out of children's
reach if there's a way
(milk boxes, ladders) for
them to reach the forbidden items. Be sure
tools are not reachable.
Always keep ladders on
their side so kids aren't
tempted to scale them.
• Gardening materials
and
home-improvement
supplies:
Household
poisons
such as antifreeze, paint
thinner, turpentine and
liquid plant fertilizer are
often stored in garages
and sheds. Keep these
items out of children's
reach, either on high
shelves or in a locked
storage area. Mr. Yuk or
skull-and-crossbones
st.ickers can remind
even kids too young to
read that the contents
are off-limits. Never
keep poisons in drinking glasses, juice bottles

or soda bottles.
• Grills: A grill's greatest heat is often at the
level of a young child's
head, so be sure to keep
children away from the
heat source not only
while cooking but also
for several hours after as
the unit cools. If one
adult is cooking at the
grill, another should be
supervising the kids.
• Garage door: The
best way to avoid garage
injuries is to make the
garage off-limits to kids.
To prevent the garage
do or from crushing a
child, invest in a model
featuring a device that

will immediately open
the door if it detects
resistance - such as a
child's body - between
the bottom of the door
and the ground.
• Wading pools: Kids
turn downright gleeful
when they're splashing
in a pool with even just
a few inches of water in
it. Don't run inside to
the get the camera,
though. It's critical to
never leave children
unattended in any
amount of water. When
you're done using a
kiddy pool, always
empty it and store it
overturned.

Slegg's for the best
selection on Salt Spring!

• MORE TOOLS • MORE LUMBER
• MORE DECKING • MORE WINDOWS

starting at
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STIHL®
Powerful4 Stroke
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Tips for making your home more secure
Older Canadians, more than any
other segment of the population, are
increasingly being targeted by criminals. The daily press is full of reports
of seniors being scammed - their
savings accounts emptied by phony
bank inspectors. Or they may be
duped into paying large amounts of
cash up-front for services or goods
which never get delivered.
But incre;:tsingly, 50-plussers are
becoming the target of other crimes
such as break-ins, battering ... even
rape. Much can be done to protect
ourselves, our families, homes and
possessions from a determined - and
often creative - criminal element. All
you have to do is learn to harden the
target.

The home security survival
guide
Much can be done to make your
home a harder target for criminals to
crack.

• Trimming shrubs and hedges will
prevent them ftom being used as
cover for burglars or anyone intent
on assault.
• Use electronic timers to switch
outside lights on, particularly if you
plan on being away until nightfall.
• Timers should also be added to
indoor lights. Select rooms that you
use most often, and set timers so
lights are switched on and off at different times - take a few moments
noting your own regular routines for
greater authenticity.
• Motion or sound detectors can
activate alarms and exterior lights,
and are an inexpensive deterrent to
would-be burglars. Also, check with
your local hydro company about
having a streetlight attached to a
nearby utility pole.
• Most burglaries involve a door replace any flimsy outside doors with
sturdier metal models, and add
deadbolts. Sliding patio doors can be

secured by placing a metal or wooden rod along the runner.
• An automatic garage door opener
will allow easier access (for you, not
the crooks), allowing you to tuck
yourself away inside your car before
heading out ... and preventing anyone from pouncing upon you when
you return.
• All windows should have strong
interior locks added.
• Add a peep hole to all exterior
doors- this will allow you to identify
callers without having to open the
door.
• An answering machine or voice
mail service is a good (and relatively
cheap) investment. Messages should
be straightforward and not too
detailed - leave just your phone
number, nothing more. Indicate
you're busy elsewhere in the house,
and "can't come to the phone right
now."
If you're a woman living alone, ask

Concrete has many uses
in projects around home
Concrete is great for
projects around the
house. It's a blend of
sand, crushed stone and
Portland cement, the
active ingredient. Water
triggers a chemical hardening reaction, a process
that takes several hours to
begin and several weeks
to complete.
Concrete poured into
homemade forms makes
great steps, walkways,
curbs and door sills. You
don't need fancy materials to make your own
forms, either, just exterior-grade plywood, construction-grade lumber
and some linseed oil
brushed on to the wood.
All building supply outlets stock concrete mix in
paper bags, the ideal
option for jobs requiring
no more than three or
four wheelbarrow loads
of material. Just add
water, mix and away you
go.
The only drawback is
cost. You'll pay much
more per unit of bagged
concrete than you will for
the same amount of any
other type. Mixing is best
done right in your wheelbarrow, using a garden
hoe or shovel to blend in
the water.
The
mix-it-yourself
option is the next step up.
Use it for jobs needing up
to a dozen wheelbarrow
loads of concrete. You'll
need bags of Portland
cement, along with
trucked-in sand and
crushed stone in a 1-2-4

blend. If you're going this
route, mixing by hand
isn't practical because the
quantities are too large.
You'll need to lay your
hands on a gas or electric
cement mixer from a
friend or rent -all outlet.
Buying an inexpensive
mixer is an option too.
Ready-mixed, truckdelivered concrete is the
heavy-duty approach.
Besides saving labour,
ordering ready-mix also
means
you'll
enjoy
options you can't get with
bagged powder or sitemixed product.
One of the best is reinforcing fibre. For a few
bucks more per cubic
metre, you get synthetic

a male friend or relative to record a
message for you (it also doesn't hurt
to have a dog barking somewhere in
the background) .
• Look into having a security system added to your arsenal of antithievery gadgets (surveys show that
homes without alarms make up 75
per cent of break-in targets).
These vary in cost and features weigh your needs against your budget, and get as many quotes as possible before making a commitment. Topof-the-line systems will trigger a call to
a central monitoring service, which in
turn will alert police and neighbours
that a break-in is in progress.
• Neighbours are an invaluable
resource. Get to know them, and
inform them if you plan on being away
from home for extended periods of
time. Neighbours can also help by
collecting newspapers, mowing the
grass, and generally keeping an eye
on things.

dream kitchen

fibres blended with the
concrete that make it
stronger. Uke thousands
of miniature strands of
reinforcing rod, these
fibres increase the tensile
strength of concrete with
no extra fuss on your part.
Can fibre replace traditional metal reinforcement? Opinions vary, but
some experts favour
adding both fibre and
metal. It's a small price to
pay for the guarantee of
top-grade
durability.
Another
ready-mix
option is air entrainment
-the incorporation of tiny
air bubbles into the mix
to improve resistance to
flaking and crumbling in
freezing temperatures.

Experts with
summer barbeque and winter heating
Shop where there
is more of everything!

• MORE CONCRETE • MORE INSULATION
• MORE DECKING • MORE LUMBER
160 Burnside Road East
Victoria, B.C.
250-382-5421 (phone) I 250-382-5441 (fax)

Pool and Spa Maintenance

~
The Best in Water Analysis,
Products and Expertise.
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NATIONAL
SPA & POOL INSTITUTE

How to maximize your bedroom storage
Use these tips and ideas to reorganize your closet and maximize
storage in the bedroom.
1. The first step in getting your
existing closets back in shape is to
pare down. You probably have the
space you really need in there; it's
just that the shelves, racks, and other
spaces are filled with clutter from the
last time it was cleared. Empty out
the entire closet - and ask yourself
whether you really need that sweater
you haven't worn in two years. You'll
be able to minimize your storable
items dramatically. After paring
down, consider having a yard sale.

your closet or adding freestanding
closets, hanging rods, and more,
you'll want to plan your hanging
storage using these average measurements as a guide:
• Long dresses: allow for 69"
of hanging space
• Robes : allow for 52"
• Dresses: allow for 45 "
• Pants (cuff hang): allow for
44"
• Men's suits: allow for 38"
• Skirts: allow for 35"
• Women's suits: allow for 29"
• Blouses, shirts: allow for
28"

2. Whether you're doing built-ins in

• Pants (double hung): allow

for 20 ".
3. Double your storage in even the
narrowest of closets by adding two
tiers of hanging rods. Add hooks on
either side of the closet's walls for
hanging robes, nightgowns, and
even handbags.
4. Don't forget untapped space
potential. The area under your bed is
a great place to utilize. Purchase
inexpensive plastic containers that
will easily slide under your bed.
Depending on your bed, look for
sturdy, see-through containers about
six to seven inches in height.
5. Get creative - use everyday items

in new ways. Ice trays make great
storage containers for jewellery and
even sewing supplies. Empty plastic
milk containers (cut off to a desired
height) work well for storing items
you'll keep in cabinets, including
spice packets, pens, trial-size products, and more.
6. If closet space is at a premium in
your home make a closet. Create a
curtained closet along a wall. Take a
half-inch copper conduit pipe, shape
with a conduit bender, paint it white,
and then hang from the ceiling using
hook bolts. Add fabric panels with
clip-on rings to slide along the pipe.
Create interior storage with a wire
storage system mounted to the wall.

I come and see my
.!.'end of the skid"
~PECIALS!

For a free estimate or consultation
on your new horne or renovation contact

KAREN SHERGOLD
Decorating Consultant

CERAMIC TILE
from

$1 .99 SQ. FT.

LAMINATE
from

$1.79 SQ. FT.

HARDWOOD
from $3 •99 SQ. FT.
CARPET
from

99¢ SQ. FT.

GREAT SPRING
CLEARANCE
PRICES!

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!
Save 200/o off the newsstand price
with a subscription to one of Canada's best newspapers.

250-537-9933
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A springtime home maintenance guide
Preserve your home's
value and avoid major
repairs by performing
regular
maintenance
tasks each season. Spring
is the time to get your
landscape
ready to
bloom and ready yourself
for
outdoor
home
improvement projects.
• Repair winter damage. Look for sagging
gutters, loose window
frames or siding, deteriorating concrete or brickwork, missing roof shingles, or water damage
under eaves or soffits.
Schedule
repairs
promptly.
• Yard work. Clear
away fallen branches and
leaves. Use a mulching
mower to spread clippings evenly over the
lawn and fertilize naturally. Loosen the soil
around perennials; plant
annuals or a vegetable
garden. Prune shrubs
and trees.
• Patch and paint.
Check exterior walls for
holes or cracks; patch
and paint as necessary.
• Fans and air conditioners. Clean fan blades
using mild soapy water.
Check the central airconditioning unit for debris
and obstructions; vacuum the main condenser
coil on top of the unit.
Check the operating condition of window airconditioning
units;
remove and wash filters

in mild soapy water.
• Turn on outdoor
water supply. Hook up
the garden hose and
inspect it for cracks or
leaks. Replace old washers.
• Clean windows.
Wash windows, screens,
and windowsills; repair
any winter damage.
• Check exhaust fans
and vents. Make sure all
exhaust fans and vents
are clean and clear.
Remove lint buildup
from the clothes dryer
vent.
• Remove winter ashes.
Sweep ashes into your

fireplace's ash pit or into
a dustpan. Clean and
lightly oil fireplace tools.
Remove ashes from
wood-burning
stoves
and inspect all moving
parts and gaskets to
make sure they seal tightly.
• Condition your deck.
Hammer in any loose
nails, or replace them
with galvanized deck
screws. Replace any broken boards or rails. Rent
a power washer to clean
dirt and mildew from the
wood, then apply an allweather sealer or stain.
Set up patio furniture.

• Check fences and
pool. Repair any broken
fence boards and paint or
seal them as needed.
Clean the pool if it has
been covered all winter.
• Spring cleaning. Dust
walls and ceilings to
remove cobwebs and
wash any grimy areas.
Dust or wash registers.
Wash window curtains or
remove drapes for dry
cleaning. Clean rugs and
carpeting. Dust and polish wood or laminate
floors. Polish woodwork.
Clean the garage and
bring out the garden
tools and lawn mower.

537 •2167 Sheila & Pam
(OR BRING IT IN)
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Sharon's Country Home
AT GRACE POINT SQUARE

"
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Open: Monday • Friday Bam • 5pm I Saturday 1Dam • 4pm

Jeff says:
"French Country starts with
inspired by the earth, sea
sky. It's the essence of
natural comfort with a
little savoir faire."

Visit our store to experience
French Country Style & Enter to
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Find the right person
and avoid disaster
A little legwork goes a tee competence, but
long way in the process unions do require
of hiring a repair per- members to go through
son. Find a profession- a course of training
al: A good repair per- (from apprentice to
son can mean the dif- journeyman) and many
ference between a associations require
trouble-free
project members to meet perand an unforgettable formance standards.
disaster. Don't just hire
• Ask for an estimate.
the first person who Always get a written
returns
your
call. estimate of the job to
Whether you're looking be done, including the
for a general handy- amount of time it will
man or a specialty con- take to complete the
tractor, it's wise to do a project, how you are to
little legwork in order be billed, cost of mateto find the best and rials, and any other
most reliable talent.
fees. Billing practices
• Ask friends, neigh- vary from hourly to flat
bours, and co-workers fee, and depend on the
for recommendations. nature of the work. In
The best litmus test is general, hourly billing
whether they would is more cost-effective
use the repair person for short-term projor company again. If ects.
• Ask about materiyou can, check with
your home's previous als. Depending on the
owners; they may have work, it may be more
a list of names to work cost-effective for you
from. Always check the to provide the materireferences of anyone als necessary for the
you're considering and job. While contractors
trust your gut instincts, usually get materials at
a discount, that distoo.
• Ask for credentials. count isn't always
If you are hiring a gen- passed on to you. If the
eral repair person, be project is small, such
sure they are bonded as replacing a door or
and carry worker's installing ceiling fans,
compensation insur- you may get a better
ance. Membership in a deal yourself at the
trade association or local building supply
union doesn't guaran- store.

• Ask about permits.
Be sure any work you
have done on your
house conforms to
local building codes.
This is required by law
in most jurisdictions,
and violations can
mean a potentially
costly run-in with the
building
inspector
when you go to sell.
• Ask for a written
guarantee.
• Ask how the work
will be done. Find out
how decisions will be
made during the project,
and be available to participate by telephone or
on-site. Ask about start
and stop times in case
you need to be there to
unlock doors. Alert
neighbours if your work
is going to be noisy or
long-term, and check
local codes to be sure
you meet noise and
clean-up guidelines.
• Ask about payment.
Never agree to prepay
for a job or put down a
deposit. Agree to a payment schedule in writing
(if the project has more
than one phase) before the
work begins.
• Ask for ideas. The better the repair person, the
more creative they will be
at solving tricky repair
problems. Ask for their
solutions up-front.
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Do-it-yourself window trimmings
You do not have to know how to
sew in order to create a multitude of
simple and inexpensive treatments
for your windows.
It's summer time! Let in the sunlight! Research studies have shown
that people's moods are affected by
the weather. Perhaps that is one of
the reasons why today's window stylists are displaying lighter window
treatments. Following are some creative and simple ideas on how to create unique window treatments without breaking the bank.
Silk garlands come with many
leaves and flower variations. You can
buy them with plain leaves or embellished with flowers that can easily be
coordinated with the colours in your
room. A standard size kitchen window often requires only two garlands. Wrap the garlands loosely
around your curtain rod and you
have a simple, natural looking window treatment.
One of the best places to purchase
garlands is at craft stores. They often
go on sale at the same time as all of
the silk flowers, sometimes for as
much as 33 per cent off. If you are not
in a rush to decorate your windows,

check your newspapers and shop
around for a good sale.
Another interesting choice for window treatments are the use of twig
grapevines. These are very inexpensive and create a charming, rustic
atmosphere. The grapevine often
comes in a roll. Simply cut the roll
open (being careful not to cut
through the twisted strands of
grapevine) and carefully wind loosely
around your curtain rod.
You can leave the grapevine as the
sole window treatment, or embellish
by randomly placing silk flowers into
the vines. Raffia bows (or any rustic
bow) also work well.
Hang a pre-made and decorated
swag directly over your window. The
most economical way to do this is to
measure the width of your window
and purchase a swag of approximately the same length. Then, you can
pull your. entire room together by
using three or four colours in the
room's colour scheme and select
dried or silk flowers to decorate the
swag. This produces a more "custom"
appearance, as you are selecting your
own colours, plus saves money when
you do the arrangement yourself.

Hang the swag directly over your
curtain rod, within a couple of inches. Many people move into homes
where there are already existing
mini-blinds or vertical blinds on the
windows. Often these would not
have been your choice for a window
covering, but with prices for window treatments as high as they are,
it is difficult to justify changing
them.
The best part of these easy and
inexpensive window treatments, if
you ever tire of them, is that you
only have to remove them and hang
them elsewhere in your home.
A great way to "customize" existing vertical blinds is by the use of
wallpaper borders. Select colours
and a pattern that coordinates with
your room. Home improvement
stores are an excellent source for
borders. Borders are often categorized in large notebooks, by pattern
and colours.
Stores usually allow you to sign
out the books so that you can go
home and confirm that the colours
and pattern that you have selected
work for you, before you place the
order.

Experts highly recommend the
self-adhesive borders. The borders
come in a roll (one roll will be more
than adequate for the project and
usually costs less than $25). The
rolls work like stickers. Simply
unroll, cut and stick onto your
valance.
There are many options available
for the application of the border.
You may decide to apply the border
directly onto the valance, or perhaps cut out patterns from the border and randomly place onto the
valance.
Use your imagination! Have fun
cropping the design and placing it
where you feel it works best. When
the project has been completed,
you have perked up your drab verticals without spending a fortune
to replace them and have given
your room a custom look!
Don't throw away any unused
border. You may decide to customize more of your room . Think
about adding cut out border
pieces to lampshades, over archways or on decorative wooden
shelving. The possibilities are endless!

Handy tips for selling your home
A million people will
sell their homes this
year, and what a
depressing experience it
can be. It all starts with
great optimism when
the agent you have chosen does the first viewing and declares that you
have a lovely home
worth lO per cent more
than you expected. It
ends with exhilaration
when someone finally
agrees to your price and
signs the offer to purchase. It's the inbetween
stage where the fun
often sags a little.
The first potential
buyer arrives late; the
second criticizes your
colour scheme; the third
couple has a fight in
your bathroom; the
fourth asks if you would
consider 30 per cent less;
the fifth never turns up.
At this point, you realize the wisdom of your
agent's advice in suggesting that it would be
to your best advantage if
he or she showed the
property and you got on
with your life. You
should accept
this
advice for three reasons.
One, of course you can
show it because you
know all of its virtues,
but you might act like an
emotional mother hen
and ruin a potential sale.
Two, you are more
likely to have a fit of
honesty and point out
small details like a damp
patch in the bathroom
or the window you just
repaired. And three, the

agent is paid a commission to do it, does it day
and night and is always
very good at their job.
What you can do best
when you are selling
your house is prepare it
so that, in agents' lingo,
it presents well. Make it
look as if someone could
move into it immediately without having to do
anything. This does not
mean spending a lot of
money on a new kitchen
and bathroom, as the
next owner will probably
change them, even if
they are brand new.
If needed, a fresh coat
of neutral-colour paint
doesn't hurt; however, it
doesn't mean repainting
perfectly good walls, as
the next owners will

change that, too. It does
mean doing repairs that
most people put off fot
months: changing anything that looks neglected or unbecoming The
best way to know what
these are (besides asking
your agent) is to ask a
friend to be a buyer and
come in with a critical
eye. It is a very chastening experience.
You wouldn't believe
how many people don't
clean up: last night's TV
snack in the den, dirty
laundry in the bathrooms, dishes in the
kitchen sink. This happens a lot, and buyers
don't like it.
Get the smell right.
The buyers' eyes have
said yes, but now the

nose must agree. Place
fresh flowers everywhere. Floral-scented
vapour rings on the
lamps,
aromatic
essences
sprayed
throughout the house,
lavender polish on the
furniture and scented
candles are de rigueur.
Fresh ground coffee or
fresh bread in the kitchen
is arguably more welcoming than grilled salmon,
or old socks in the bedrooms and cigarette
smoke in the livingroom.
No one knows exactly
why one property is chosen over another, but the
number of people who
say, . "I liked it, but it
smelled wrong somehow," is too high to dismiss.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG

AT G.V.M.
and our Garden Centre
is growing...
•:• Clay Pots •!• Seeds
•!• Soil •!• Fertilizers
•!• Hanging Baskets
•:• Shrubs
•!• Rose Bushes
•!• Bedding Plants
•!• Basket Stutters
and much much more
OPEN EVERYDAY
SAM- 9PM

Proud to be part
great community

Fungi/Mold Testing

t Testing
ndoor Air Quality Testing

Y Food Analysis
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Courier: 2062 West Henry Ave.,
Mail: P.O. Box 2103, Sidney, B.C. VBL 3S6 I Tel: (250) 656-1334 Fax: (250} 656-0443
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Look after your hardwood floors
Hardwood floors are a favourite
option for almost every room in the
home, including the kitchen. Their
growing popularity is due in part to
their tough, yet easy-care finishes.
Whether your floors have just been
installed or have been in place for
years, here are some suggestions to
help keep your wood floors looking
like new.

Grit, Dirt and Gravel
Grit, dirt and gravel act like sandpaper on a hardwood floor; as they are
tracked through the house, they can
scratch the finish. To avoid this type of
damage, place a doormat outside and
a walk-off mat or area rug inside all
entryways. Have family members and
visitors wipe off their shoes on these
mats before walkirig onto the wood
floor. Be sure to vacuum or shake out
the mats regularly.
To eliminate tracked-in dirt that
does find its way into the house, vacu-

urn your hardwood floors regularly
with a vacuum sweeper. Do not use a
beater bar head or attachments
intended for use on carpet. Never use
household dust treatments. These
may dull the finish or cause your floor
to become slick.

Spills and Sticky Spots
Wipe up liquid and food spills
immediately before they dry, using a
damp cloth or paper towel. For a more
thorough cleaning, use only cleaning
products recommended by your
floor's manufacturer. Never use water
or oil soap-type products to mop or
clean your hardwood floor. Be sure to
thoroughly sweep or vacuum the floor
before applying any type of cleaning
product.

Take Caution with Cleaners
Use caution when choosing general
floor cleaners, especially the new aliin-one spray-and-mop systems. Some

Be ready to turn up heat
When winter comes and
chillier temperatures set
in, it's time to consider
some of the ways to add
warmth to your house.
Electricity has become
the most important
source of home heating,
and the most popular
form of electric heating is
the one with baseboard
heaters. The heaters are
controlled independently
by thermostats in each
room, which are either
installed on walls or
attached to the individual
heaters.
However, baseboard
heaters don't circulate the
air well, which tends to
cause an accumulation of
hot air along the ceiling.
And, unlike a central hotair system, electric baseboard heaters don't offer
ventilation or filtration
possibilities.
If necessary, ask your
electrician for more information about electric
baseboard heaters.

Fireplaces
Another source of heat
may be the fireplace,
although it offers much
more than just the
warmth you feel on your
skin. It offers a warm
ambience - a homey
touch added to a room.
Fireplaces have become
very popular again. More
and more new houses are
being built with fireplaces

because
of
buyers' boxes may be built right
demands.
on the floor of new homes
Along
with
the and be installed in any
increased popularity of type of wall.
fireplaces, there is an everThe ready-made firebox
increasing choice of fire- can be installed by placing
place models and acces- it against an inside wall
sories to go along. Items and building in a surround
which increase energy (the tile or brick that surefficiency, such as heat cir- rounds the mouth of the
culators (which maximize fireplace), or by embedthe fireplace's heat output ding it into an exterior wall
through convection cur- and boxing it in from the
rents), glass doors and outside.
inserts are popular afterThe chimney pipe can
sale items. Other energy- run up an outside wall or
saving options include through the surround to
extra insulation for the the roof. (Note that if you
firebox, ducts that vent have to build a new chimheat from the firebox to ney, you won't get all your
your room, and a forced- money back in added
air system to circulate value, if you're doing the
heat
job purely with resale benefits in mind.)
The most efficient firePre-fab models
Prefab models are the places use triple-walled,
latest in fireplaces. With rather than double-walled
the factory-built unit you venting pipe. The extra
can get all the charm of a wall helps insulate your
custom fireplace, without home from cold air that
the cost of brick-by-brick enters the pipe when the
construction. Factory- fireplace is not being used
Many energy-conscious
built fireplaces are ideal
for remodellers because owners are turning to new
they're designed to safely glass-enclosed fireplaces
fit next to your walls with that don't waste energy
minimal clearance from and have vents that can be
used for heating.
combustible materials.
The cost of fireplace
One type of prefab fireplace that is popular is the installation depends on
zero-clearance fireplace. the method and materials
Unlike the traditional used. Before buying,
masonry fireplace, zero- building and fire codes
clearance fireplaces need should be checked, since
no concrete footings. not every model meets
These lightweight metal every code.

ONE TON
OF PELLETS

($199.00)
2 CORDS
OF WOOD

($300.00)

of these cleaning tools may contain
solvents that are potentially damaging
to your floor's finish. Others may dispense too much cleaner, which could
mar the floor, particularly if the finish
is worn in places. When it comes to
cleaning, it's always best to follow the
flooring manufacturer's recommendations rather than risk voiding a warranty if, over time, these products
damage the floor finish or the wood
itself.

Tips on Furniture and Pets
Here are some additional tips to protect your floor's surface:
Round-head chair glides and narrow
wheels on furniture legs can permanently scratch or dent your hardwood
floor. There are a variety of felt protectors and furniture coasters available
that help reduce this type of damage.
Use these under all table and chair
legs. If you must have casters on the
floor, make sure they are at least one

inch in width. For extremely heavy
items like pianos, use weight eups to
evenly distribute the weight at each
leg.
Pets offer special challenges, but
there are steps you can take to minimize any potential damage. Pets with
long nails can scratch and dull your
floor's finish, requiring additional
maintenance. Keep your pet's nails
trimmed, no matter how large or small
it is. Also, make sure your pets are
properly housebroken. Pet urine, if
not wiped up immediately, will leave a
black stain that will not sand out.

Touch up Kits
Even if you have the best care and
maintenance regimen, accidents can
happen. Many manufacturers offer
touch-up kits and fillers that let the
homeowner easily repair scratches,
gouges, burns and other minor damage that may occur over the life of the
floor.

Thomas Brainerd

THEE SERVICE
MAXIMIZING VIEW &

LIGHT

thinning • topping • dangerous tree removal
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

CALL 537-1681
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Save major projects for the summer
Summer is the season
for undertaking major
home
improvement
. projects and tending
your
ever-changing
landscape.
• Maintain lawn and
garden tools. Sharpen
blades, change oil, and
replace filters on the
lawn mower. Make sure
weed trimmers are in
good condition. Oil garden tools and sharpen
blades.
• Inspect locks on
doors and windows.
Make sure your home is
safe and secure. Oil any
testy locks and install a
home security system if
desired.
Consider
installing outdoor lighting to increase security.
• Inspect for termites
and
other
pests.
Inspect the basement
or crawl space, eaves,
and attic for termites,
carpenter ants, and
other wood pests. If you
see signs of wood damage, call a professional
exterminator.
Look
under the eaves for
wasp or hornet nests.
Handle wasp or hornet
nests with care and call
in a professional if necessary.
• Primp patios and
porches. Clean the barbecue and hose down
brick or concrete patio
surfaces. Replace any
broken bricks; patch
concrete cracks. Wash
outdoor or screened-in
porch floors. Plant
annuals in pots, or
replant
existing
planters. Oil patio

SEED GERANIUMS
REG. $1.19

SALE

doors. Bring out patio
or porch furniture.
• Complete painting projects. If you're
painting your house
yourself, rent a power
washer and wash
your house first.
Scrape off crumbling
paint, smooth rough
areas with sandpaper,
and fill in damaged
areas with wood
putty. Choose the
best paint you can
afford. Schedule interior painting projects,
too; warm temperatures allow for ventilation and quick drying times.
• Build or repair
fences. Repair any
damaged areas of
existing fencing and
refinish as necessary.
If you're building a
new fence, get at least
three bids and look
carefully
at
the
increasing variety of
fencing
materials.
Make sure your fence
abides by local codes
and doesn't encroach
on
neighbouring
properties.
• Inspect siding.
Check siding and
trim around windows
and doors for holes,
dents, and gaps.
Repair with wood
filler or according to
manufacturer's instructions. If your home's
siding needs to be
replaced entirely, summer is the best time for
this one- to two-week
project.
• Replace your roof. If

SELECTED
LILACS

89¢ea. 2Q

0
0
/ 0FF

Slegg's.. .for the best price
and the best advice!
• MORE FLOORING • MORE LIGHTING
• MORE EAVES • MORE FENCING

.. .

you need a new root
have it installed during
summer's warm, dry
weather. Consider fireresistant roof material
if you live in an area
prone to wildfire and
your current roof is not
fireproof.

GREAT SELECTION
OF BEAUTIFUL

3 1/2" Annuals

• Repair and seal
driveways. Renew the
surface
of asphalt
driveways with sealer.
Repair damage to concrete driveways as soon
as possible (this project
may require a professional).

Spring Renovating?
Need new doors, screen doors or cabinets?
Buying local can be affordable. Custom Sizes.

KLASSEN
Cabinetry & Millwork
Quality built, environmentally friendly
kitchens o doors o windows o furniture
architectural millwork

·.
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More to a good roof than meets the eye
A successful roofing job takes
effort and knowledge.
Asphalt shingles are the most popular residential roofing material in
Canada b ecause they look good and
are reasonably priced. Installing
them also seems simple enough. But
the truth is there's more to a good
asphalt shingle job th an meets the
eye.

Mandatory drip edge
Since most people are smart
enough to stay off ladders when it
starts to rain, it's not common
knowledge that water rarely flows
entirely downhill off a house.
Wind and capillary action regularly
drive moisture up and under cracks
of all kinds, especially along roof
edges. And when water gets under
the edges of shingles along the eaves,
the trapped moisture can keep roof
boards moist for days after the su n
comes out.
This is why edges are the first part
of roofs to rot. But for a tiny fraction
of the cost of any roofing job, you
can p ro tect against rotten roof
boards with strips of aluminum
called drip edge. Th is L-shaped sheet
metal p roduct is made to go all
around the edges of a roof before
shingles are applied. They cap the
edges of roof boards, directing water
down towards the eavestrough.

Good connections
. Even with drip edge in place, it's
common for water to sneak behind
eavestroughing when it's not
installed high enough to slip under
the drip edge's lower flange. Here's a
fix:
Using a sharp utility knife, score a
line along the back edge of some
extra strips of drip edge, right where
the long flange meets the short one.
Bend the metal along this line and
it'll break off cleanly, giving you a flat
strip of factory-finished aluminum.
Slip the top of this strip under the
drip edge's lower flange, and let the
bottom edge overlap the eavestrough, resting on the anchors that
hold it to the house. Now every drop
of water will get where it's supposed
to go.

Closed valleys are best
In roofing lingo, a valley is that
place where two parts of a roof intersect at an angle, forming a kind of
trough that collects more than its
sh are of water. It's a vulnerable
region, often the first to spring a leak
and the hardest to fix afterwards.
But most of this infamous reputation is due to the way valleys are traditionally shingled. The usual
approach is to cut the shingles short
on each side of the valley, exposing
sheet metal or granulated flashing

down the middle.
The truth is, closed valleys go
down faster, and are a better-looking, more durable option. By weaving asphalt shingles over the same
metal or granulated valley flashing
you'd normally apply, you'll gain an
extra layer of protection, without the
hassle of cutting all those shingles
along a straight line on each side of
the valley. It looks a lot better, too.

Tube tar
Tar is part of the roofer's arsenal,
but it's not so great when it's packed
in traditional metal cans. It's hard to
get out, even harder to apply neatly,
and soon dries out after the lid's
been opened. That's why roofing tar
in caulking tubes is so much better.
You can squirt a bead exactly
where it's needed, getting into cracks
that would be impossible to fill any
other way. It also only costs a few
dollars a tube.
Even still, no asphalt shingle job
should rely on tar to be waterproof.
Cracks in tar will form in just a
few years, admitting water if
there's nothing else to keep it out.
Think of tar only as roofers ' adhesive, not a waterproofer. Use it to
hold down the edges of cut shingles that might flap up in the wind,
or pieces of flashing that would
otherwise require leak-promoting
nails.

Small renovation work.
Additions - Alterations - Sun Decks.

"PEEBO"
The Unicorn

No hassle guarantee with materials and labor

Power washing. Painting by Journeyman Painters
• John Paul 537-2732 • Fax 537-2722 • Cell 537-6204

Spring home improvement safety tips
Whether you're clipping,
cutting, mulching or
mowing, chances are
you'll be using motorized
equipment or tools for
your spring cleaning, lawn
and garden maintenance
or home improvement
projects. While powerful
electric or gasoline motors
with whirling metal blades
or grinding razor-sharp
teeth make many household chores easier, they
can also make them dangerous.
In the United States,
approximately 78,000 people make hospital visits
each year because of lawn
mower mishaps; an estimated 84,000 victims are
treated in emergency
rooms after power saw
accidents and more than
90,000 injuries occur with
lawn and garden equipment.
Here, then are some
safety precautions to follow when using lawn and
garden equipment and
power saws:

Lawn Mowers
• Before operating your
mower, make sure you
read the owner's manual
thoroughly, noting all safety and operating instructions. Learn the controls
well enough to stop the
machine quickly in an
emergency.
• If you have a gasolinefueled mowe~ store the
gas in a safety can. Fill the
mower outside, away from
possible ignition sources.
Before starting the mower,
be sure it is on level
ground and disengage all
clutches.
• Always start the mower
outdoors. Never operate
the mower where carbon
monoxide can collect,
such as in a closed garage,
storage shed or basement.
• Electrically powered
lawn mowers should not
be used on wet grass. Use
an
extension
cord
designed for the outdoors
and rated for the power
needs of your mower. To
reduce the risk of cutting
the cord while you're
mowing, start mowing in
the area nearest the electrical outlet, then mow
away from the outlet so
the power cord will be
behind you.
• Make sure all safety
guards are in place and
keep the mower's blades
sharp. If you do hit a foreign object or have a
mower malfunction, turn
off the mower and disconnect the power cord before
inspecting for damage.
• Keep your hands and
feet away from the
mower's blades. Never
reach under the mower
while it's in operation, and
make all adjustments with
the motor off.
• Safe footwear is important, especially with walkbehind mowers. Your
shoes should provide
good traction to reduce
slipping and have sturdy
soles to resist punctures.
Never work barefoot, in
sandals or in canvas shoes.
• Never leave a lawn

mower on while unattended. Curious children,
eager to help, may get
injured.

Lawn & Garden Tools

receptacles in all outdoor outlets. Test
your GFCis monthly.
• Never carry an
appliance by the
cord. Always grasp
the plug - not the
wire, before removing a cord from a
receptacle.

• Before using any appliance or tool, read and follow the manufacturer's
use and care instructions.
• Before each use,
inspect power tools and . Power Saws
electric garden appliances
· A blade guard is a
for frayed power cords and necessity. Buy a saw
cracked or broken casings. with the guard you
If the product is damaged, feel most comfortdon't use it or attempt to able using, and keep
repair it yourself. Return it on at all times.
the product or have a Some types, such as
qualified repair shop sabre saws, cannot
be designed with a
examine it.
• Keep your clothing, guard; be especially
hands and feet away from careful to avoid contact
cutting blades at all times. with the blade. Before
Never wear jewellery operating saws with
when working with tools. guards, make sure they
Always wear safety glasses. are in place and working
• Pay attention to warn- properly.
• Make sure the power
ing markings. Don't allow
tools to get wet unless they saw is off before plugare labelled immersible. ging it in. When you are
When using tools outside, finished, turn off the
make sure they are appro- motor. Make sure the
blade is stopped and
priate for outdoor use.
before
• Use only properly rated unplugged
outdoor extension cords cleaning around the
with outdoor electrical saw.
• Always wait for the
tools. Make sure power
tool or garden appliance is saw blade to stop before
off before plugging it in. pulling away from a cut
avoid kickback.
Keep the cord away from to
Kickback can occur
heat, oil and sharp edges.
• Unplug all portable when the blade jams or
electrically
operated binds in the wood and
power tools when not in throws the saw toward
use. These tools contain the operator (portable
electricity even when power saws) or the
turned off but still plugged wood toward the operator (stationary equipin.
• Use and store power ment).
tools and garden appli• While operating the
ances away from water saw, keep the cord away
sources to avoid electric from the cutting area
shock. Never use power and position it so that it
tools and appliances in the will not be caught on
the work piece.
rain.
• Have a qualified tech• Make sure you use
nician install ground fault the right saw for the
circuit interrupter (GFCD task. For example, don't
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Mark Fettis
Insured
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use a circular saw for
cutting tree limbs or
logs. A chain saw is the
appropriate tool in this
case.
• A properly sharpened saw blade provides
better and safer performance. Sharp blades
minimize stalling and
kickback. Saw blades
that are chipped, bent,
or damaged should be
discarded immediately.
• Use clamps or a vise
to hold work in place.
• Keep children away
from the work area and
equipment at all times.
• Use rubber or other
non-slip
matting
around the work area to
prevent trips and falls.
Keep the floor clean.
• Don't wear watches,
bracelets and long
sleeves while cutting.
They can get caught in
the saw's moving parts.
• If you need to use an
extension cord with
your saw, make sure it's
in good condition and is
heavy enough to carry
the current your product will draw.

------------ .
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Interior
Design
Planning & concept
Floorplans, layout

Comfort, style
& well being

•

•

Floor, wall & window
treatments, lighting

Global & local
experience & resources

•

•

Colour,
textiles,
Detailing,
Accents

•

Patio & garden

Salt Spring Island
ph/fax: (250)

653-2006

S

Custom
finishings,
millwork &
furniture

Also outdoor living
spaces

SARA
HUMPHRIES

Vancouver

ph: (604)

922-7940
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Sheet Metal Ltd.
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HOW TO COPE WITH
RISING ENERGY COSTS.

INSTALL GEOTHERMAL
Jilti

Stop paying more for fuel oil, LP
or natural gas. A energy efficient
ECONAR GeoSource Heat
Pump can save you money on
your heating and cooling bills.
An ECONAR GeoSource Heat
Pump uses a small amount of
electricity to extract the earth's
stored energy. Never again
worry about the rising costs of
LP or natural gas.

. ..

..Hogan
____________
Chimney Sweep_____~.
250-653-4411

1

Start saving money
on your heating and
cooling bills today.

Standard Equipment The John Deere
Total Support Package.
• The industry's best parts distribution system
• The most extensive and best trained dealer
network in the country
• Technical support always on standby
• Factory-trained technicians
www . econar.com

'7he Leader in ColdC/imate TM
Geothermal Technology"

Henry Van Unen

538·0100
HEATING • VENTILATION

H.R.V:S • FLASHINGS
165 Eagle Ridge Drive,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K9
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Choosing windows

New paint gives
home a fa eel ift
Have you taken a look
• Take a putty knife and
• If the temperature is
at the coat of paint being look for blistering and above 21 degrees Celsius,
worn by your home? cracking paint. Keep an it's best to paint in shaded
Chances are it could use a eye out for loose siding, areas in order to prevent
pick-me-up. There are a exposed nailheads, gaps, the paint from drying too
number of clearly-visible cracks, or missing caulk- quickly and leaving lap
signs that indicate when ing.
marks.
it's time to shed the old
• When you're ready to
• Spills should be
coat for a new one.
paint, finish one course cleaned up as quickly as
. Age is only one of the or section without inter- they occur and all paint
reasons why a surface ruption. Stopping in the applicators, clothes and
should be repainted. middle of a surface ere- skin should be cleaned
Moisture, poor prepara- ates a lap mark that's eas- before the paint has a
tion, faulty painting tech- ily seen. The idea is chance to dry.
niques and bad paint can always to maintain a wet
Before exterior paint
drastically reduce the life edge that can be blended products are purchased,
of a finish - sometimes with newly-applied paint. the following elements
to as little as one year.
• Paint with the flat of should be considered: the
And if the problem isn't the brush, not the side. type of primer that
corrected before the And don't jab at comers should be used; the paint
repainting is done, it will or holes; you could ruin colours you wish for the
invariably show up again the bristles.
kind of paint or dye you
- ruining that second
• Choose a time of day should use; the amount
paint job as well.
when sunlight is not of paint you will need for
the job; special tools or
Here are some symp- beating down.
toms to look for when
• Use a smaller brush to materials that will be
evaluating your home as do the trim. Masking tape needed to prepare the
a candidate for repaint- or a metal paint shield surface; the type of appliing:
should protect glass and · cators best for the job;
• Peeling. Paint that painted surfaces, but and the products needed
has peeled away or blis- keep a wipe cloth handy, to clean up.
tered has either been dampened in the correct
Painting may be timeused without a primer, solvent, to remove drips consuming, but it's a
was slapped on over a before they dry.
cost-effective improveglossy finish, was applied
• New wood should be ment to make to your
on a wet surface, or was painted as soon as possi- home- one that will crepushed off the surface by ble after installation to ate a favourable first
water that found its way prevent deterioration of impresssion for any
in from beneath the coat. the surface.
potential buyer.
• Cracking. This develops with time into scaling . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
and is generally caused
by using brittle paint or
painting
without
a
primer. The coat cracks
when the wood expands
and contracts, allowing
moisture to get behind
the coating and lift it off.
• Wrinkling. This can
be caused by paint that
was too thick when
Shop where you
applied.
When you get ready to
can talk shop!
paint, bear in mind that
preparation work is nec• MORE NAILS • MORE ELECTRICAL
essary- work that may be
• MORE TOOLS • MORE PLUMBING
more difficult and time-

consuming
the
painting
itself.than
But don't
take shortcuts. Even the
best paint won't adhere
to a surface that's not
willing to accept it.
A fP.w
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There can be many questions for someone considering buying new windows, or
replacing old ones. From decisions on the
type ofwindow framing materials to reviewing manufacturer warranties, homeowners
have lots of research to do when deciding
which windows to place in their homes.
Since the lifespan of windows is generally 20
years, it's worth the investment of time and
effort before the home is constructed to
make certain you select windows you can
happily live with for a long time.
Wmdows are a huge investment and a
vital part of the construction of any home.
Time and research is needed to match the
characteristics of the chosen window with a
homeowner's lifestyle, budget and comfort
level
l. Analyze your lifestyle. Ifyou want the
easiest-to-maintain windows, then select
vinyl. lf you love the look of wood windows, but don't want the maintenance
hassles of caring for them, research your
options of having woodgrain laminate
over vinyl. Also, consider tilt-in windows
for easy cleaning of the glass.
2. Research window manufacturers.
Select reputable companies that offer solid,
comprehensive warranties to provide you
with long term peace of mind in case
something ever happens to your windows. Make sure the company's warranty
covers the frame, sash and insulating
glass units of the window.
3. Educate yourself on energy efficiency. Thicker glass, gas-filled units and double-paned windows will help cut down
on heating and cooling costs from the
first day you move into the home. .
4. Consider glass options. Not all glass
is the same. Just as you have choices on
Low E or gas-filled glass to maximize
energy efficiency in your home, you also
have choices on the type of glass.
Selections include clear, tempered, tinted
(generally available in bronze or grey) or
obscure glass.
S.l.ookatyourgeography.lfyouliveinan

area prone to severe storms, near a golf
course or in a noisy or high-traffic area, then
impact-resistant glass is a smart investment
Wmdows with this glass are extremely difficult to penetrate, and the glass helps reduce
noise infiltration by more than 40 per cent
This glass is also a sensible way to enhance
the security of a home and to reduce the
penetration of damaging ultraviolet rays.
6. Review grid options. Many builders suggest standard white colonial grid patterns.
However, window manufacturers offer
everything from bevel-cut glass to brass to
dark zinc as grid options. Also look at grid
styles to complement your home. A perimeter grid style ideally suits an arts-and-crafts or
prairie-style home, whereas a no-grid style
might be best for capturing mountain or
lakefront views.
7. Consider privacy issues. Ifyour home is
close to neighbours or if you want more privacyin the bathroom, ask your builder about
acrylic block window inserts that obscure
views into the home butallowinnaturalsunlight
8. "Test drive'' a window. Before you have
an entire house filled with a specific window; go to a dealer showroom or model
home to take a closer look at it Make certain the unit opens and closes easily. See if
the hardware is easy to operate and makes
you feel secure. Look for windows that you
can easily imagine yourself operating for the

next 20 years.
9. look at the construction of the windows. While you're "test driving" the window; look carefully at the construction.
Quality windows should not appear sloppy
or carelessly made. Select window manufacturers that show pride in the construction of
the window and then you can proudly display the window in your own home.
10. Project into the future. Ibrty-five-year-old
homeowrHs will be in their ID; belbre theirwinchvs nre:l to be rep1aarl While it maybe easyto
open double-hung windoM;~ msy-to-operate rnmk casement windows may be gentler
on the body as it ages.

SAVE $100.
Present this ad to one of our estimators and save $100
off the cost of your driveway or parking lot.
VALID UNTIL MAY 31, 2003

Are you covered?

Here is some advice for
effective spring cleaning
Spring means new
beginnings. Now that hopefully
your
income taxes are filed,
resist the urge to flop on
the couch. Get started,
instead, on spring cleaning. Enlist the entire family. After all, they helped
make the mess.
When it's spring, we
feel a lightness and airiness and we want to have
the same feeling in our
home. In winter, we feel
bogged down by clutter;
in spring, the clutter
must go. For some people, sprin g cleaning
means washing walls
and curtains. For others,
it's a matter of transferring winter coats and
boots to a basement
.d oset and hauling up the
lighter wear.
And for many, spring is
an ideal time to clean the
cupboards. Empty them,
wash them, discard what
you don't need. Same
goes for those lone socks
you've been collecting.
You might as well toss
them out - or let the kids
use them to make hand
puppets. It's also high
time to return those beer
and soft drink bottles
that have been gathering
dust in the back room.
Speaking of dust attach a damp cloth to
the end of a broom handle. Now the kids are
armed to attack dustbunnies lurking in hard
to reach spots, like
behind the refrigerator,
stove and bookshelves.
For that real spring
feeling, clean the windows, pull up the coco
matting from the outside
stairs, give the balcony a
good sweeping and
install the clothesline.
Once the house is shipshape, the kids can help
you organize for garage
sale season. Have them

divide stuff into neat
piles - kitchen items,
clothing, toys, books and
CDs. Use adhesive labels
to indicate prices - this
will h elp reduce haggling
on garage sale day.
As the day approaches,
try to convince neighhours and friends to join
forces. The more stuff
you've got to sell, the
more customers you're
likely to attract. Get the
kids to make colourful
signs and tack them up
around the neighborhood.

Garage sale tips
• Sales pick up when
items are attractively displayed. Clothes won't sell
unless they're hanging
properly on racks. If you
set it up pretty like a little
shop, things sell better
and you get better prices.
• What sells best at
garage sales: Designer
clothes, costume jewellery, evening bags, toys,
crystal, silver, and liquor
bottle~ that are only part
empty.

• If all goes well, you
stand to earn a pile of
money at your garage
sale. Why not put some
to good use? Ask the kids
to suggest their favourite
charity, then donate a
portion of your profits to
that organization.
• Let your children sell
lemonade, soda or some
other beverage. They'll
make a little money, and
your shoppers will linger
a bit longer.
• Be prepared for shoppers who'll ask to use
your bathroom or have a
private place to try on
clothes.
• If you want to dicker,
post a sign saying "Make
an Offer." If not, post a
sign saying "Prices Firm
As Marked."
• Launder clothes,
clean everything, and
make whatever repairs
you can. If something is
broken, put a sticker on it
saying "Doesn't Work."
• Insist on a nonrefundable deposit from
anyone who asks you to
hold an item.

When you're buying
home insurance protection, make sure you get
what you really need genuine protection. A
standard policy may not
do the job for you so go
through all the details with
your insurance representative before you sign.
Here are some key points
to watch for:
• Replacement value.
Make sure your coverage
provides for replacement
value in the event of loss.
That means the insurance
company will give you the
money you need to
replace that stolen 1V or
your burned furniture. If
your policy only covers the
depreciated value of an
item, you'll receive only a
fraction of what it will cost
to buy a new one.
• Payment limits. Most
insurance
companies
have preset limits as to
how much they will pay on
the replacement value of
home and contents. Make
sure that you can live with
any
limitations.
Remember to include the
taxes that would be
payable on replaced items.
• Personal injury liability.
The coverage will protect
you in the event someone
is injured while on your
property. But make sure
you also have protection if
you or a family member
damages another person's
property or you accidentally injure another player
with your golf cart.
Consider at least $1 million in protection. It's not
that expensive to get even
more coverage, if you
deem it necessary.
• Water damage. Flood
and water damage may
not be covered under your
basic policy. You may be
able to obtain protection
against losses arising from
a backed-up sewer, a failed
sump pump, septic tank

leakage, eavestroughing it generates) needs protecfailure, rising water, etc. tion too. You can insure
However, such coverage your rental income if, folmay not be available in all lowing an accident, your
areas, and the premiums tenants are unable to live
will vary depending on the in the rental property. You
flood history of the area can even extend such covand the location of your erage to include the conhome.
tents of the rental
• Boats and sporting dwelling.
equipment. You may
• Home business.
need extra coverage for Home business owners
your motorboat or small have special needs. You
sailboat, and their related can obtain special coveraccessories (dinghies, out- age that protects homeboard motors, trailers, and based business property,
equipment), if their values valuable papers and
exceed basic policy limits. records, even accounts
You can also insure that receivable. This coverage
pricey Peugeot racing can also insure against
bicycle against loss or some of the extra expenses
damage.
incurred to keep the busi• Jewellery and furs. ness running.
You'll require a special
• Earthqu a kes.
rider for this coverage. Generally excluded in
Proof of value will have to base policies, coverage
be submitted in the form for earthquake damage is
of an appraisal, which will available at an extra cost.
add to the cost of obtain- The option is particularly
ing this protection.
attractive if you live in
• Rental property. If a areas like B.C. or Quebec,
rental property is part of where earthquakes are
your investment strategy, much more likely than in
it (and the income stream the rest of Can ada.
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