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By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Staff .. 

While no one. is slinging snow
balls at local JJM road workers 
directly, a blizzard of public safety 
concern is swirling around the upper 
echelons of JJM Maintenance 's 
management regarding their level of 
road service on local highways. 

The private company - under 
contract with the Ministry of 
Transportation and Highways since 
1996 - appears to have dropped a 
ball while juggling a seven-week
long workers' strike and a flurry of 

NEWS BEAT 

Weather catches JJM off guard 
bad weather. 

In spite of the fact the strike ended 
Monday morning, local emergency 
services workers say Salt Springers 
fell victim to inadequate snow 
removal and mismanagement of 
equipment services since the first 
snowfall hit the island Thursday. 

The slow start on salting and 
sanding, mixed with frozen ground 
cover from below-zero temperatures 

earlier in the week, meant the snow 
quickly froze and turned to ice. 
Another substantial dump of snow 
on Friday night/Saturday morning 
exacerbated the situation. 

While JJM president Tom 
Johnson said the strike did nothing 
to impede his commitment to the 
performance of essential services 
obligations under the Labour 
Relations Board, a minimal crew 

force was deployed prior to the first 
hint of snow on Thursday afternoon. 

''They got behind initially on the 
first fall . We didn't have enough 
people on the first call out. It's 
unfortunate but the call procedure 
may have caused some problems 
down the road. We are now endeav
ouring to correct the situation," said 
Norm Bennett, regional director for 
the highways ministry. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Johnson indicated his company 
adheres to Highways' rules for car
rying out essential services. "We are 
bound to a ruling that says snow 
plowing, salting and sanding were 
deemed to be essential services and 
when there was a forecast of weath
er we would dispatch workers to 
deal with it." 

But even with two-to-three local 
men working around-the-clock 
beginning at around noon on 
Thursday, vehicles could be seen 

WEATHER A3 

Ferry worker dragged by car PARC offers reward 
for toilet conviction An elderly female driver 

s truck and dragged a B .C . 
Ferries deckhand while loading 
the Queen of Cumberland at 
Village Bay on Mayne Island 
early Monday morning. 

The worker was caught in an 
open door of the moving vehicle 
and dragged 40 feet until the car 
crashed into the rear barrier of 
the ferry. 

"He was shook up pretty bad, 
but not injured, and taken to 
Saanich Peninsula Hospital," 
said B .C. Ferries communica
tions coordinator Steve 
Nussbaum at Swartz Bay. 

Nussbaum said the deckhand 

On the cover 
A high-quality collection of art

work from Sandra Locke's stu
dents at Gulf Islands Sercondary 
School made selection of this 
year's Driftwood Christmas edition 
cover art a difficult task. 

But rising to the top of the pile 
was Grade 11 _student Asya Starn's 
colourful portrayal of a gift-giving 
Christmas elf. The art, as seen on 
the front cover of this week's 
Driftwood,' was selected for its 
bright, cheerful colour and clear, 

. precise lines. 
As winner of the contest, Starn 

will receive a cash prize. 
Receiving honourable mentions 

- and featured on Page B 1 - was 
artwork by Grade 11 students 
Chris Voller and Maraysha Jones, 
and Grade 12 students Ara 
Matheson and Mikaela 
Heydemann. 

HOW TO 
REACH 

us 
Use the telephone extension 
number of the person you 
wish to reach for calls during 
office hours, and after hours 
for faster access to our voice 
mail system. 

French, Claudia ...... 202 
Law, Michele .. ...... 201 
Lundy, Susan ........ 209 
McCully, Peter . .. .... 215 
Richards, Alice ....... 200 
Richards, Tony . ; . .... 201 
Sjuberg, Gail ........ . 210 
Sullivan, Lorraine . .. .206 
Walls, Fiona ........ . 211 
Wilde, Anastacia . . ... 208 

Office hours: 8-5, Mon-Fri 
Phone 250-537-9933 
Fax: 250-537-2613 

email: 
driftwood@gulfislands.net 

Website: 
http:/ /www.gulfis1ands.net 

Mail: 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2V3 

YOU R COMMUNITY N~WSPAPER SINCE. 1960 

had asked the driver to pull for
ward, at which time she inadver
tently put her car in reverse and 
stepped on the accelerator. "I 
think the woman froze with her 
foot down on the pedal," he said. 

Another deckhand was forced 
to leap out of the speeding vehi
cle's path and incurred bruises 
but no serious injuries. 

Both B.C. Ferries crew mem
bers have been given a couple of 
days off to recover from the 
shock of the accident, said 
Nussbaum. 

Upon arrival at Swartz Bay, 
welders were on site to repair 
damage done to the ferry's rear 

barrier and wrapped up the job 
in less than two hours. 

The Queen of Cumberland 
resumed service at 10:20 a.m. 
for its non-stop crossing to 
Sturdy Bay on Galiano Island. 

Meanwhile, the 8:35 a .m. 
Queen of Cumberland sailing to 
Otter Bay was cancelled while 
repairs were underway. The 
Bowen Queen was diverted to 
Otter Bay for a 10:30 a.m. run to 
make up for the missed departure. 

"Impact to service was mini
mal," said Nussbaum. "There 
was some inconvenience and 
delay but everyone got where 
they were going." 

Centennial Park is without public washroom service following the 
destruction of the men's and women's handicapped toilets Friday. 

The men's toilet was blown up sometime between ll a.m. and 3:30 
p.m., when Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission (PARC) employee 
Martin Milner found it destroyed. 

He locked the bathrooms at 4:30 p.m. and then at 6 p.m. the second 
exploded toilet was found by PARC worker Brad White. 

"It was spread from wall to wall," said Carin Perrins, PARC's acting 
administrator. 

She said the toilets cost in the neighbourhood of $500 to $600. 
Perrins added that it was surprising no one heard the explosions. 
Anyone with information about these incidents should call Salt Spring 

RCMP at 537-5555 and quote file #2000-28-20. 
PARC is offering a reward of $1,000 leading to the arrest and convic

tion of people involved with the major washroom vandalism. 

I 40 GIFTS FOR UNDER $5 
GIFT BASKETS MADE TO ORDER 

I FREE GIFT WRAP 

DOWNTOWN GANGES • 537-2701 
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THE CAR THAT COULD .. . WITH A LITTLE 
HELP: Youth near Cranberry Road help 

motorists up Ganges Hill as a snow strom hit 
Salt Spring Thursday night. Photo byDerrick l undy 

WEATHER: Wreaks havoc on roads 
From Page A2 

slip-sliding through Ganges in a 
frantic rush to get home before road 
conditions worsened. 

The fact that most Salt Spring 
drivers are inexperienced in snow 
and ice situations added to the 
volatile mix of unpredictable vari
ables. One car jackknifed in the mid
dle of Lower Ganges Road near the 
golf course after snow hit the ground 
on Thursday, forcing RCMP to shut 
the road for about 30 minutes. 

Vesuvius Road was closed for a 
short time between Sunset and Chu 
An for the same reason on Thursday. 

Steeper side roads which serve as 
secondary arteries for island traffic 
like Stewart, Charlesworth and 
Reynolds roads and Fort Street were 
not salted prior to the snowfall and 
quickly turned into dangerous skat
ing rinks for unaware motorists. 

"This has been a fairly severe 
storm and we have been into the full 
pool of our employees who have 
been working long hours since the 
storm started. There has been no 
effort on our part to call less people 
than needed," the JJM president stat~ 
ed. 

Local foreman John Charlton was 
not called in for duty over the week
end due to the strike, he said. 

Currently one grader and three 
ploughs/sand trucks are being used 
to depack and clear Salt Spring 
roads. 

'There is not enough equipment," 
said assistant fire chief Erling 
Jorgensen on Monday. "A lot of 
JJM's equipment that has been taken 
out of service here is being used 
elsewhere. They shift equipment' 
around for the other, better paying 
jobs. So the road maintenance takes 
a beating." 

Johnson said levels of equipment 
on Salt Spring have been the same 
for years and are considered ade-

Leaves Vane. Airport 
7:30am 
11:30 am 
3:30pm 

Leaves Ganges and 
the Gulf Islands 

8:00am 
12:00 pm 
4:00pm 

quate by JJM standards for handling 
snowfall in normal circumstances. 
"The equipment has always been 
there." 

Under JJM's contract, school bus 
and ferry access routes are first pri
orities, with secondary arid minor 
roads left for last. According to 
Highways, the company is allowed 
48 hours from the end of the last 
snowfall to completely clear all 
roads in their area. 

But as of Tuesday afternoon, not 
all side roads were cleared. 

Another rainfall on Monday night 
wreaked havoc on workers and, to 
make matters worSt'(, JJM has 
incurrea tHree. a<.i'cfdi?nts to i'heir 
equ!prfit!ih f')ncTu9ing"gne'Mohday 
afternoon on Eod Str¢et.'- "Peo-ple : 
have to be patient and realize that we 
can't endanger people's. (wo rkers' )' 
lives," stressed Bennett. 

The JJM sand truck lost control 
while clearing and as of press time 
was still out of commission. 

But it's not only JJM crews who 
have battled accidents while trying 

- to perform their duties. 
A tow truck dri-ver with four

wheel-drive capacity crashed into 
the cement barrier at the hairpin cor
ner on Charlesworth Road while 
responding to a-call on Friday night. 
An angry Drew Clarke said his truck 
skated o·n the ice and he veered to 
avoid blocking another car coming 
up the steep incline toward him. 

Damages to his vehicle are esti
mated at $1,800 and he intends to 
sue JJM Maintenance, who he called 
in "dereliction" of duty. "We're 
looking at criffiinalliability and neg
ligence. Strike or no strike the public ' 
safety cannot be endangered," he 
said. "We had a much better degree 
of service before privatization and 
sand and salt are two of the most 
available things on the planet." 

Jorgensen described JJM road ser
vice as "nil to non-existent." He said 
the Salt Spring fire department was 
required to forego two emergency 
calls because of potential risk to fire
fighters' lives. "We have a number of 
roads we are concerned with. You 
can get up but getting down you take 
your life into your own hands." 

When emergency services 
become more of a liability than an 
asset and public safety is jeopar
dized, Jorgensen said, it's serious 
business. 

"We can end up being part of the 
problem by being in an accident." 
Jorgensen made attempts to contact 
JJM yards-in' Duncan and locally 
througffouCttie days ~pf sri6w,' riin 
and,ice. Ovef the weekend, he final
ly mana'ged to flag down a lo~al 
truck and express concerns about 
steep roads directly with the driver. 

'The guys here are great. They are 
doing the best they can. They bend 
over backwards. They try to help but 
are limited by management, the dol
lar and cutbacks." 

. Gordon Wright, 76, called the 
Driftwood Monday saying he had 
been home-bound since Thursday. 

"I've lived here for 25 years and 
this is about the worse that I've ever 
seen," he said. 

"Hillcrest is a sheet of ice. It's 
turned into a wonderful place for 
toboggans but is dreadful for the rest 
of us." 

Since Friday the local JJM phone 
line has been busy, off-the-hook or a 

· recorded message has re-routed peo
ple through a Victoria dispatch. 

"I think JJM got a little over
whelmed on the first day and wasn't 
prepared for it," said RCMP 

· Sergeant Paul Darbyshire. "But it's 
not all negative. Their dispatcher in 
Langford was really helpful and 
courteous and did the best he could." 
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HARBOUR AIR SEAPLANES 
537-5525 
1•800•665•0212 

"Your local airline for over 16 years " 
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A Christmas gift like no other 
By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Staff 

A special gift can change a life 
forever. 

While most people are hustling 
about to purchase that just-so item, 
one Salt Spring woman has given up 
a kidney to save her niece from dial
ysis. 

The ultimate Christmas present 
came just in the nick of time, says 
34-year-old Renee, who has been 
suffering with progressive renal fail
ure for five years. 

Since the successful transplant of 
the healthy kidney two weeks ago at 
St. Paul's' Hospital in Vancouver, 
Renee has seen her life force revital
ized 100-fold. 

'This is the greatest Christmas I 
have ever tmd. I feel just great," she 
said. "I am very fortunate because I 
was just on the edge, right on the 
cusp of having to start dialysis." 

Both Renee and her Salt Spring 
aunt hopped on a wing of angel's 
luck, having obtained an unanticipat
ed-but-welcome early transplant 
date following an impromptu can
cellation on a scheduled surgery. 

"Fate worked in my favour and 
we got the December 4 date. It was 
very lucky because I don't think I 
would have made it until February 
12," she confessed. 

Before the operation turned her 
life around, Renee was afflicted by 
symptoms of depleted energy, stom
ach sickness, anemia and low 
hemoglobin counts. She describes 
renal failure as "having sludge in my 
blood for five years." 

Her aunt and Salt Spring resident 
-:- who wishes to remain anony
mous - made the enormous deci
sion to donate one of her kidneys 
after learning the serious implica
tions of Renee's devastating and life
threatening cOndition last spring. 

"Her kidneys were scarred, which 
is the end of'the line for kidneys 
when that happens," the donor 
explained. "I was still only begin
ning to get a sense of the urgency. I 
still didn't realize how much of a dif
ference it would make. You don't 
want to wait until she is on death's 
door. You want to get there before 
dialysis becomes necessary because 
it is not something that restores peo
ple back to riormal health." 

Dialysis is a medical procedure 
whereby a patient is hooked to a 
machine while blood· is drawn out of 
the body and filtered through a sys
tem of molecule separation. In B.C. 
alone, said Renee , there are some 
500 people waiting for kidney trans
plants (with an average seven-year 

waiting period), each facing the 
prospect of dialysis if a kidney is not 
forthcoming. 

But even if a donor steps up to the 
plate, it doesn't necessarily mean 
they'll make it to home base. From 
start to finish, the transplant process 
involved a lot of paperwork and took 
about six months. 

"Just because I said yes didn't 
mean it was a done deal" recalled 
Renee's aunt. "Once your blood type 
and compatibility is determined, 
they set you up with a team of peo
ple and you go though numerous 
interviews and medical check ups." 

Since the surgery, Renee's blood 
count and overall health has been 
monitored almost daily. The elated 
family team attributes the successful 
outcome to the excellent and thor
ough planning by medical personnel 
and an informed, willing donor. 

"In our case the success rate is 
much higher," they said. "It's a much 
more optimal situation when you've 
got the patient and the donor and the 
surgeon all ready to go and every
thing is planned." 

While both parties have experi
enced some natural fears and mis
givings, they wholeheartedly agree 

- the family bond has been strength
ened. 

'Three days after the surgery my 
niece walked into the room and was 
totally radiant looking;' said the Salt 
Spring aunt. "I was so elated it was 
just incredible, like a miracle walk
ing in. She was the prettiest thing I 
had ever seen. For me, the experi
ence was similar to having a baby 
because I have children and I know 
what that miracle is and I know the 
value of another life and what that 
means to me." 

Giving a vital organ is a visible 
manifestation of great care and love, 
she said, · something ·many people 
experience- oot may not have such -a 
dramatic chance to show. 

"There is no doubt in either of us 
now that we care, we appreciate and 
we value each other. You might say 
that it made the love between us 
more open and I would say it's a 
beautiful thing." 

The surgeries themselves lasted 
three or four hours. For the donor, 
surgery is slightly more complicated 
because the kidney must be cut out 
and extracted from a definitive loca
tion. On the other hand, placing the 
kidney in the recipient is simpler 
because doctors have more options. 

'The medical staff was amazing;' 
said Renee's aunt. "I never expected 
a surgeon to be so nice. 1hey were 
all warm and friendly human beings 

and were aware of the value of what 
they were doing." 

'The last two weeks have been 
liberating," enthused Renee. Bridled 
by years of eating and activity 
restrictions, she relishes her new
found freedom to "order anything 
off the menu" with dietary abandon. 

Deeply in love and scheduled to 
marry the man of her dreams next 
October, Renee - who holds a 
Ph.D. in psychology - will be 
acing her last exam for licensing as a 
psychologist this April. 

In the meantime, anti-rejection 
drugs are helping her body adjust to 
the new kidney transplant by partial
ly suppressing the immune system. 

"It's natural for the body to fight 
the transplant because it's foreign," 
Renee said. "Doctors are working on 
the art of finding the right level of 
drugs for me and that's why they 
monitor so much in the beginning." 

On the subject of beginnings, 
Renee expressed there are virtually 
no words to capture the profound 
appreciation she feels toward her 
aunt, who handed her this phenome
nal second chance to pursue a vigor
ous life. 

''I'm very grateful and continue to 
be amazed by the generosity and 
bravery that she has shown in doing 
this for me. I can~t say enough to 
thank her. It's thrilling for me to be 
able to be normal again." 

As for Renee's Salt Spring rela
tive, the life-enhancing Christmas 
gift is an open acknowledgment of 
the value of life and reaffirms the 
preciousness of friends and family. 
"It was an opportunity for me to give 
a gift that was truly needed," she 
said. "I was able to give her a life 
that she would not have known if a 
donor hadn't stepped forward." 

The proud kidney donor encour
ages others to follow suit. 

'l w~t people to be in.formed, so 
-that if they have the chance they 
will go out and do the same thing. 
If the opportunity comes, grab it! 
And everyone should fill out the 
donor cards on their driver 's 
licence." 

With only a few days before 
Christmas and while others are out 
trying to please loved ones with gra
cious gifts, Renee is taking in the 
simple pleasures of health and wis- 
dom. 

"It's made me feel very thankful 
for the fortune that I have. I find that 
I just want to appreciate what I have 
here now and not worry about all the 
little problems that people stress 
about. I just want to focus on the 
positive things:' 

ome 
for the 

olidaps 
Wishing you a beautiful holiday by the fireside, surrounded by our 

loved ones, embraced by the warmth and wonder of the season. 

We wish you the very best for the new year, and we look forward to 
serving you in the future. 

~CREEK HousE REALTY LTD. 
(250) 537-5553 e-mail: creekhouse@saltspring.com 

North America toll free l-888-608-5553 Fax: (250) 537-4288 
lf\4 Fnlfonl-GanQ.esRoad. Salt Soring Island, B_,___._..,_C._._.. V..!._!,!8c!:'K~!.!8~--~---
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NEED IT! 
••• RENT IT! 

AT THE 

Shebib faces 
sign charges 

Salt Spring resident David Shebib 
is in Victoria Provincial Court today 
(Wednesday) to face charges related 
to his damaging a huge Liberal Party 
election sign in Saanich in November. 

Rl::~llll. 
e 

In a press release, Shebib describes 
himself as "a long-time octivist against 
poverty, hunger, injustice and environ
mental degradation;' and said he has 
run for public office seven times on a 
"don't vote, the elections are a fraud" 
platform. 

538-0388 

Shebib said he wants a "one-to-one 
session with the judge on video 
where a full and open discussion can 
occur." 

• WATER DISTILLERS • WATER COOLERS 
• SHOWER & FILTER SYSTEMS 

• GUARANTEED COMPLETE ARSENIC REMOVAL 

NATURE'S OWN WATER LTD. 

"Distillation Provides the Purest Water Available~ 
H. Diamond in Fit For Life 

Call Anytime 
1-877-480-6648 

water.tester@home.com 

~~lAR B~AR 
WATER DISTILLERS 

The world's most 
respected 

Water Distiller 
protecting 

your family's health 

from Roy, Marie, Troy, Kevan and Geoff! 
Have a safe and Happy Holiday! 

Do you know what 
taxes I fees may 

SECURITIES INC. 

GIVE ME A CALL 
Martin J. Hoogerdyk apply? 
~ 
CFP. 

l the best of the 
Holiday Season! 

May the New Year bring 
Health and Happiness 

CLOSED DEC. 22 TIL 
MONDAY JAN. 8 

AT FULFORD HARBOUR 
Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 

sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment· Ltd. 
DEC 0150 8.2 24 0555 11 .2 
20 0550 6.9 SE 1030 9.5 
WE 1230 11.2 1425 10.5 

2000 3.6 2210 1.6 

21 0320 8.9 25 0635 11 .5 
TH 0700 8.2 MO 1125 9.5 

1300 10.8 1455 10.2 
2035 2.6 2245 1.3 

22 0425 9.8 26 0710 11.5 
FR 0815 8.9 TU 1215 9.5 

1325 10.8 1525 10.2 
2105 2.0 2320 1.3 

23 0515 10.5 27 
SA 0925 9.2 WE 

1355 10.5 
2140 1.6 
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Repairs 
cancel 
ferry 

An unscheduled repair to the 
Queen of Nanaimo this week 
has meant cancellation of nor
mal service between Long 
Harbour, the Outer Gulf 
Islands and Tsawwassen. 

Instead of the regular sched
ule, the 70-vehicle Bowen 
Queen is providing supple
mentary shuttle service from 
Long Harbour through the 
Outer Gulf Islands to Swartz 
Bay, where travellers can 
transfer on a through-fare to 
Tsawwassen. 

The job to repair a small oil 
leak began Monday and is 
expected to be complete in 
time for the resumption of nor
mal service on Friday. 

Call the B.C. Ferries office 
at 653-4245 for schedule 
specifics. 

No reservations can be made 
on the supplementary sailings. 

Passengers heading to the 
Gulf Islands from Tsawwassen 
will be routed through Swartz 
Bay. 

' 

FOOD DRIVE: Salt Spring paramedics get more than they 
bargained for as Jade and Matraya Baker jump into the food 
bank box set up outside of Thirfty Foods. Staffing the annual 
fund raiser were Rob Howland and Sidney Brannan. PhotobyoerrickLundy 

Impaired charge nets driving suspension 
Donald Brien Foerster pleaded 

guilty to impaired driving and was 
sentenced accordingly in Ganges 
Provincial Court December 12. 

Court heard that Foerster had left 
his mother's home while severely 
intoxicated and headed for the 
Harbour House-Hotel to sleep. An 
off-duty police officer saw Foerster's 
Cherokee Jeep swerving noticeably 
and alerted an on-duty officer. 

Crown counsel Nicholas Lang 
said police found Foerster with a 
strong odour of liquor on his 

breath, a flushed face and blood
shot eyes. 

Two breathalyzer samples were 
obtained by RCMP indicating 
readings of .270 and .260 taken 15 
minutes apart. 

Foerster's defence lawyer, Jim 
Pasuta, offered three letters of ref
erence and told the court his client 
was suffering fa111ily problems 
which led to his excessive drinking 
that night. The judge was unmoved 
by the implication that Foerster is a 
social drinker and in no uncertain 

terms told him that he had a serious 
drinking problem. 

'The average person would have 
been falling down dead drunk at 
readings of 0.2," Harvey said . 
Foerster was sentenced to a 12-
month driving suspension and 
fined the minimum $600. 

• No show Marc Lay Warner, 
who had been issued a public inter
est warrant in a November 14 
courtroom, was handed a stiffer 
unendorsed warrant based on 
breaking and entering charges. 

SLEGG LUMBER 
804 Fulford-Gan~es Rd. 537-4978 

Adams on the move 
The long-time staff anchor of the Ganges Islands Trust office is heading 

to a new position in the spring. 
Linda Adams, regional planning coordinator, will be taking over the 

Trust-wide position known as the manager of Trust area programs, replac
ing Robyn Addison who is retiring. 

While the position is currently based in Victoria, it will move to the Salt 
Spring office. 

As manager of Trust area programs, Adams will work on longer-term 
policy and research projects. 

One of Addison's most recent tasks was the Public Lands Strategy deal
ing with Trust island Crown lands. 

Adams said the change is contingent on a replacement being found for 
her current job. 

Relief from a staff shortage in the Ganges office may also be in sight, 
with interviews for a planning position taking place earlier this week. 

--· 

End of Season 

STOREWIDE 
SALE 

20°/0°50°/o 
Off Sale Items 

On both floors 

ON NOW! 

MOUATS 

CLOTHING 
Co. 

We're open 

BOXING DAY 
December 26 

STOREWIDE 
BARGAINS 

start at 1 0:00 am 
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Societal changes diminish service organizations 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 
Second of Two Parts 

It's lunch hour Wednesday and 
the people sitting around the confer
ence table at the Harbour House 
Hotel are bucking a national trend. 

While service organizations 
worldwide are watching member
ships age and decline, Salt Spring's 
chapter of the Rotary Club has actu
ally grown, now sitting at about 34 
members. 

"That number is up from a year 
ago," says Rotary president John 
Neville, who describes the organi
zation as a "vibrant club." 

Furthermore, "the membership is 
getting younger" - a direction he 
attributes to the club's variety of 
interests. 

Rotary's work with exchange stu
dents, for example, attracts younger 
families to the ranks. The organiza
tion also helps fund the DARE pro
gram - which brings drug and 
alcohol education to school children 
- and has created Rotary Park next 
to Thrifty Foods in Ganges. 

But another factor contributing 
to its success may be the time of 
day the club meets. Every 
Wednesday, members gather during 
the lunch hour for business, food 
and a speaker. (They also gather 
periodically for work parties.) 

The lunch-time meetings make 
the club accessible to working peo
ple, Neville says, stressing that the 
club still hopes to attract more 
younger people, more self
employed volunteers and more 
women. 

While the "healthy" Rotary Club 
continues to need more hands, other 
service clubs on Salt Spring are 
becoming alarmed as they watch 
their numbers age and diminish. 

For Denyse Erdos, president of 
the local lODE chapter, her club's 
afternoon meeting time could be 
part of the problem. She recognizes 
the difficulty this creates for work-

ing women. 
But like the Rotary Club, the 

lODE benefits younger community 
members, which should, according 
to Neville's theory, attract younger 
women to its ranks. 

On Salt Spring, the lODE has 
purchased books for schools, donat
ed money for school bus hatches, 
and helped finance school bands 
and field trips. In addition to mak
ing school-based donations, the club 
benefits Girl Guides of Canada, the 
scouting organization and gymnas
tics program. It also aids 
Greenwoods, Lady Minto Hospital 
and the Transition House. 

In looking at the Rotary Club's 
success in drawing new members, 
Erdos sees a fundamental difference 
in the types of volunteers the two 
clubs attract. 

The Rotary Club has historically 
been a "working people's" group, 
while women-based clubs such as 
the lODE have traditionally drawn 
on non-working or retired women. 

And today, women of all ages 
have less time available than ever. 

This is true for one 52-year-old 
Salt Spring woman who notes, 
"Volunteering is just not feasible 
when you're working full-time." 

Like many island women of the 
same age, this mother of three adult 
children works Monday to Friday at 
a 9-to-5-type job. She also belongs 
to the island's genealogy club and 
quilts for a hobby. 

"Both take up time," she points 
out. "And most volunteerism is 
needed during the day when I 
work." 

But she did volunteer during her 
full-time mom years - she helped 
out in the schools and with Scouts 
- and she expects it will be part of 
her future. She sees herself joining a 
service organization like the hospi
tal auxiliary when she retires. 

On Salt Spring and elsewhere, the 
wealth of special interest groups 
may also be pulling people away 

from volunteerism. 
Just under 130 clubs, associations 

and societies are listed in the Salt 
Spring Lions Directory. This is in 
addition to the 10 service clubs, 13 
churches and religious groups, six 
community halls (all run by volun
teers) and major volunteer organiza
tions such as the fire department 
and library. 

Clubs and groups on Salt Spring 
cover a huge variety of interests 
from sports, theatre, arts, music and 
crafts to social justice-type organi
zations such as the Voice of Women, 
SWOVA and the Gulf Islands 
Women's Resource Network, not to 
mention animal-based volunteer 
groups such as the Island Natural 
Care Wildlife Centre and the SPCA. 

But even some of the interest 
groups are suffering from a lack of 
younger members. 

Gerry Layard, who is with the 
local branch of the Canadian 
Federation of University Women, 
says that despite the group's success 
- it has attracted over 70 members 
in its four years of existence - the 
great proportion of members are 
over60. 

"Anyone below that age is work
ing," Layard points out. 

She believes that on Salt Spring, 
some people tend to become 

' involved in too many things and 
then, needing to slow down, drop 
out of everything. 

Others may have moved to the 
island with the specific intention of 
embracing a quieter lifestyle. 

But if societal changes have 
pulled women from the service 
group ranks, what about the men 
who are also not joining up? 

Lions president Alan Coombes 
- who in his late 50s is one of the 
club's younger membe·rs -
believes young men (and women) 
are so financially stressed, they need 
to work harder now than in the past. 

Stressing that his opinions are his 
own and not the Lions Club's, 

Middle school PE program honoured 
A letter from Prime Minister Jean 

Chretien, an award certificate and a 
banner to hang in the gymnasium are 
all part of a package recently 
bestowed on Salt Spring Island 
Middle School (SIMS). 

The reason? It's the school's physi
cal education program, which met 
stringent requirements for receiving 
the Platinum School Recognition 
Award for Quality Daily Physical 
Education (QDPE) from a national 
health organization for the last school 
year. 

Only four per cent of schools in 

UNICORN 
CONSTRUCTION 

JOHN PAUL 
PAINTING 

537-2732 CELL: 537-6204 

Canada qualified for the award, 
which is presented annually by the 
Canadian Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance. 

SIMS teacher Ken Cameron 
explained that qualifications included 
having 120 minutes per week of 

physica~ education instruction, an 
intramural program at lunchtime, and 
after-school sports opportunities. 

Cameron confirmed the high level 
of physical activity has continued this 
year, with 150 students - about half 
of the SIMS population - signed up 
to play basketball after school. 

Cj:C4~vft.~~f---._J ~~ 
We are wishing you an 

abundance of joy and happiness 
this Christmas 

From all of us at 

BARRY, McLEAN 
&SACKER 

Certified General Accountants 
Linda, Catherine, Edith, Pat, Fred and Linda S. 

Coombes says, "It used to be that 
dad worked and mom stayed home. 
Now there's no earthly way one of 
the parents can do it all ... And by 
the time they finish a hard day at the 
office and get home, they're too 
exhausted for anything else." 

Coombes has hit on an important 
point. On Salt Spring especially, 
many people are forced to work at 
more than one job, keeping their 
hands in several "pots" to make a 
living. Also, many people here are 
self-employed, whether it be in a 
home-based business or a contract
ing position. 

In looking back on his life, 
Coombes believes he had more dis
posable income as a young man 
starting out in the workforce than 
when he retired as a ferry captain. 

"Men are working harder than 
ever today," he says, adding that 
fewer today are protected by unions. 

But to lose service clubs would 
be a disaster here and everywhere, 
Coombes adds. 

He estimates service organiza
tions on Salt Spring contribute over 
a quarter mjllion dollars of money 
and time to the community. 

"If the Lions fold, there won't be 
the support of the parks, the Hydro 
field, Crofton brook, Pioneer Village 
.. . It would be disastrous." 

He believes many things on Salt 
Spring - even those less visible to 
the eye - are "quietly being taken 
care of by volunteers." 

He says, "If all that disappears, 
the community will be much, much 
poorer." 

(!) Mrs. Clean 
1[9 ;I t;i •~·~r!t'Wtl! :r!t:••:afl 

0
.., drop off quilts, 

0 . $15 ONE TRIPLE LOAD 
l':'fs.~~~~~~ blankets & pillows 

Wash, dried & folded 

19 Gasoline Alley behind PetroCan 
FROM BAM DAILY • 537-4133 

' we'll treat your pooch to a FREE DOG BISCUIT! 
Fill out a ballot to win one of 3 great prizes! 

1. Dog's goody prize pack (value $75.00) 
2. Tub of dog biscuits 
3. $25.00 gift certificate for grooming ~ 

Get 500 Petro-Points just for signing up - FREE! ~ 
GANGES PETRO-CAN 537·9333 

0 BC FERRIES Schedule 

CROSSING TIME: 20 MINUTES 

YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY 
• 7:00am u 4:00pm 
x 8:00am 5:00pm 

9:00am 6:00pm 
10:00 am 7:00pm 
11:30 am 8:30pm 

n 12:30 pm 9:30pm 
1:30pm +10:30 pm 
3:00pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR'S DAY 
Vesuvius Bay - Crofton 

The first 3 & the last 3 round trips of 
the day will be cancelled. Dangerous 

Cargo sailing are cancelled on 
Christmas Day & New Year's Day. 

LEAVE CROFTON 
*7:30am 4:30pm 
8:30am 5:30pm 

#9:30am 6:30pm 
11:00 am 8:00pm 

12:00 noon 9:00pm 
1:00pm 10:00 pm 
2:15pm +11:00 pm 
3:30pm 

u Wed. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers 
n The Mon. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 

1 Mon., Wed. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 
• Daily except Saturdays. 'Daily except Saturdays & Sundays. + Saturdays only. x Dai ly except Sundays. 

Flareside 
100,000km, 

$10,782.00 
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PRETTY AS A POINSETTlA PICTURE: From left Elizabeth, Kirstti 
and Rachel Baker check out the Christmas p·oinsettias and other 
decorations at Foxglove Farm and Garden Supply. The sisters 
are on Salt Spring visiting Ma (Agnes) Baker. PhotobyDerrickLundy 

Ferries issues a reminder 
that Christmas service cut 

Islanders planning to travel off Salt Spring on Christmas or New Year's 
Day are reminded that service is cut on those days. 

Between Vesuvius and Crofton, the first three and last three round trips 
of the day .will be cancelled, as are dangerous cargo sailings. 

On the same days between Fulford Harbour and Swartz Bay, the 6:20 
and 7:10a.m. sailings are cancelled. Service begins with the 8 a.m. depar
ture from Fulford Harbour. 

Travellers between Long Harbour, the Outer Islands and Tsawwassen 
should pay heed to changes as well. Christmas Day and New Years Day 
services is based on a regular Monday schedule. December 24 and 
December 31 service is based on a Sunday schedule. Service begins with 
the 6:30a.m. departure from Long Harbour. 

3 LATE NIGHTS ! 
One special night for each member of your family: 

~ Pee.· !1 Mot\t1 s ,Night 
~ Pee. 1.1. Kidl s Night 
~ t1ec. 1J t1adl s Night 

tO?o off 
ZO?o off 
ZO?. off 

CUiscouttts are available frotM 5:30- 7:00> 

NEW~SBEAT 

McKenzie takes board chair again 
May McKenzie will again chair the 

Gulf Islands School Board for another 
year following the trustees' internal 
elections December 13. 

Garth Hendren becomes vice-chair
man, with Charles Hingston the 
board's rep on the B.C. School 
Trustees' Association, Susanne 
Middleditch the alternate and Russ 
Searle is the B.C. Public School 
Employers' Association representa
tive. 

McKenzie was first elected board 
chairwoman in December 1997. 

In other school board news: 
• When Galiano Island 's school 

wants to raise some funds, it calls in 
the big guns. 

Galiano trustee Bonnie 
MacGillivray reported that interna
tionally acclaimed author Margaret 
Atwood helped raise more than 
$1,000 for the school by donating the 
door proceeds of a packed community 
hall reading in November, and $7 
from each copy of A Blind Assassin 

~0 

DR. CORY 
SEEBACH 
Dental Office 

& 
SANDRA J: 
FERGUSON, 
· Dental Hygienist 

has moved to a 
new location 

as of 
DEC.21,2000 

#4·105 Rainbow Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, 

537·4691 
(across from the School Board office) 

SCHOOL 
BOARD 

BRIEFS 
sold, with the amount still climbing. 

Of the reading itself MacGillivray 
said, "It was a riot. She obviously felt 
really comfortable with our communi
ty:' 

• The Gulf Islands district also 
proved it's on the cutting edge when it 
comes to developing a computer pro
gram for individualized education 
plans used for special needs students. 

Fernwood teacher and computer 
wizard John Cameron has created the 
detailed system which uses 
FilemakerPro on the oldest to newest 
computers. 

Cameron demonstrated how it 
works for the school board last 
Wednesday, along with invited guests 

from the education ministry and 
neighbouring school districts . Pat 
Ross, mid and northern Vancouver 
Island field services coordinator from 
the education ministry, praised 
Cameron for his "outstanding work." 

"I think what you're doing is really 
minimizing (teachers' paperwork
loads) so they have more time to work 
with the kids," said Ross. 

• The board will write a letter to the 
provincial government demanding 
restoration of funding for the B.C. 
Coalition of Parents Advisory 
Councils, following the suggestion of 
trustee Russ Searle. 

• Mayne trustee May McKenzie 
reported that Mayne school students 
in grades 3-5 mimicked the federal 
election November 27 and quickly 
formed a government. 

Their first item of business was to 
pass Bill 1, which proposed "watch
ing a movie provided by the hon
ourable member from Toronto, and 
eating popcorn and chips." 

Salt Spring Books 
wishes you a joyous 

heart, a peaceful mind and 
a home full of love this 

holiday season. 

Open 
8:30am • 7:00pm 

December 
19th 7 23rd 

104 McPhillips Ave. 
Phone 537-2812 
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A small wish 

I f we could have but one wish for Christmas it would be this: 
· peace and goodwill among islanders. Look back at events of 

the past year- or in any number of years, if you wish - and 
you will discover that our history is punctuated by conflicts 
between opposing interests. The issues that spark these conflicts 
are few. Environmental concerns lie behind the majority of them, 
which is little wonder considering the magnificence of the setting 
in which we live. 

But on an international scale our conflicts seem puny and, while 
they certainly are not inconsequential, they pale next to war in the 
Balkans or racial intolerance in Europe. They appear awfully 
minor next to the bitterness between Israelis and Palestinians, and 
do not compare with some of the butchery seen in central Africa. 

Yet our disagreements are real. 
Different people hold different views on different subjects, all 

because of the fact we are products of our individual and different 
environments. 

How boring we would be if we shared the same views on every 
topic that came up. But how peaceful life could be! 

Everything that's good about the islands is evident at Christmas, 
when the spirit of peace and goodwill prevails over the anger and 
rhetoric spawned by our disagreements. 

We can never agree on every issue that comes up, but if the 
debate were conducted with the spirit of civility that accompanies 
the Christmas season, we might more quickly reach a consensus, 
or at least identify some common ground. 

We would argue too that life is too short to allow ourselves to 
become overly obsessed with matters dear to our hearts. Passion is 
a good thing, but narrow and intolerant obsession is surely a life
shortening debility. 

We would not be the first to criticize the Christmas spirit for its 
failure to extend into the rest of the year. But to harbour such an 
expectation would be naive. 

Instead we might consider the merits of trying hard to appreciate 
and understand opposing viewpoints, and adopting a tolerant atti
tude to those with whom we disagree. 

How about it, Santa? 

Mov.ing from 'what I can do' to 'what I could do' 
BY RON HAWKINS 

I have asked Robert Macdonald, 
president ofTexada Land Corporation, 
to consider making a paradigm shift. 

I have appealed to him to broaden 
his horizons, his world view. He holds 
legal title to land with rights and privi
leges under the law to operate as he 
chooses. It would 

VIEW 
appear he chooses 
to convert his land 
to cash as quickly 
as possible. 

Would he con- . POINT 
sider living . less 
from a "what I can 
do" position and 
more from a "what I could do" per
spective? 

We live in a "me/now" society, lack
ing an "us/ future" vision. 'This is a 
challenge and Mr. Macdonald is not 
alone. However, he is in a very privi
leged minority, i.e. wealthy and pow
erful in comparison with most, hence 
has so much more to let go of. 

There are times when editing 
a newspaper poses multiple 
challenges. Actually, that's the 
case just about every week, but 
sometimes there are more diffi
cult decisions to be made than 
the usual fare. Sometimes there 
are issues that lead to more than 
casual internal emotional strug
gles, as the editor wrestles with 
the details in an effort to do the 
right thing. 

Often they involve human 
conflict, and you know that 
whatever you decide someone 
is going to be unhappy about 
what they subsequently read in 
the newspaper. But the editor 
wants to send the paper to press 
comfortable in the knowledge 
that the right decision has been 
made, that what she has pub
lished will serve the public 
interest and no other. 

That says something about 

John F. Kennedy said, ':.\sk not 
what your country can do for you, 
rather what you can do for your coun
try:' 

Albert Einstein (I am paraphrasing), 
said, "If I had one wish it would be for 
an island in this world where a gentle, 
compassionate, peaceful people could 

co-exist with 
Earth. How we 
have desecrated 
that vision." 

Do we have to 
destroy ourselves 
before we realize 
we have erred? 
Surviving the 

everyday tragedies and assaults of our 
world sooner or later gives pause for 
the morality of our conduct, our sheer 
egocentric audacity to assume that 
each of us is the centre of life. 

Aldo Leopold said, "Ethics rest 
upon the premise that the individual is 
a member of a community. The land 
ethic simply enlarges the boundaries 

of the community to include soils, 
waters, plants and animals, or collec
tively, the land." 

Our collective model has strayed 
almost 180 degrees from the original 
democratic idea of "the common 
good." Nowadays individual rights 
often usurp collective interests, just as 
corporate profit tends to take prece
dence over human or local interests. 
The objective appears to be money 
over people, money over the environ
ment The irony is, and we are so 
flawed by greed, that without people 
and a livable environment, money is 
nothing. 

If you look at a map of the forest 
cover of the entire B.C. coast you will 
see that there are only small fragments 
of it which have never been logged, 
which helps explain why severe-slope, 
inaccessible heli-logging is going on. 
The fact is that in the last 150 years we 
have removed almost all the timber 
that took thousands of years to grow. 
Yes, I know, "but the market says this 

is what it's worth and if I don't cut it 
someone else will." 

We won't experience a cut rate like 
this again, ever, unless we are prepared 
to wait a thousand years, and hope that 
the soils and microfauna haven't 
washed away, that forest species suc
cession will allow such a re-establish
ment, that global warming isn't suffi
ciently exacerbated by such an 
absence of mature trees to allow 
humanity continued existence in an 
environment to which we are adapted. 

Timber mills are closing for lack of 
wood, and with them jobs. 
Clearcutting has destroyed ecosystems 
and jobs. Never mind tomorrow. 
Never mind a more reserved, inclu
sive, self-sustaining approach. 
Scramble for a seat folks, 'cause when 
they're gone, they're gone. 

It seems that governments vacillate 
between placating unions and business 
while ignoring or afraid to defend the 
very capacity and quality of resources 
to continue providing for us. Our 

Weighing perception and fairness 
the dilemma that 
confronted Susan 
Lundy last week, 
though I didn't 
know it when I saw 
her slumped over 
the production 

TONY 
RICHARDS 

room light table, 
head in hands. 

My initial thought was that there 
was something far more serious 
afoot than a thorny matter of edito
rial integrity. Has someone died, I 
wondered. Has there been an acci
dent? 

Susan removed her hands from 
her face and I began downgrading 
the severity of the situation. Maybe 
the family dog's been run over . .. 
. I ceased speculating and got to the 
heart of the matter. 

"What's wrong?" I asked. 

The reply was quick and to the 
point. 'They both won." 

Now when you've known some
one a long time you can conduct a 
lot of communication without real
ly saying a lot. So let me elaborate 
on what she meant: The results 
were back from the judges in the 
annual Christmas story contest. 

This is not just any story contest, 
it is the Driftwood's story contest, 
although the judging is done else
where. And the winners weren't 
just any winners, they were 

Susan's daughters. Both of them. 
Out of only nine winners in total. 

I felt her pain. 
Newspaper editors, like politi

cians, are very conscious of per
ceptions. Perceptions can grow 
from the smallest and the most 
unpromising-looking seed. And 
they'll flourish with the least 
amount of fertilizer. 

A newspaper treasures its credi
bility, an asset that creates a bond 
of trust with its readers. 

A perception that a newspaper is 
not fair and even-handed risks los
ing that trust. 

And when the editor's daughters 
both win awards in the newspa
per's own story contest, there are 
plenty of reasons to be concerned 
about the growth of a perception, 
even if it isn' t justified. 

Father, give us this day our daily bread 
We live in an era which many of the 

world's brightest minds regard as in 
critical condition for Earth and the 
family of life. Now is our best chance 
to think beyond ourselves, to consider 
the young and less privileged who will 
inherit the world we leave. 

I ask Mr. Macdonald to think about 
this. Think about the need for re
designing the nature of private and 
public relationships. I invite him, 
implore him to consider integrating 
more of "the common good'' in his 
values and actions. 

I envisage a time where we all 
(CEOs, shareholders, employees, con
tractors and customers alike) take a 
more socially responsible, multi-bot
tom-lined approach to our collective 
well-being. 

We share a common, limited and 
precious space. A paradigm shift for 
all. 

The writer is a Salt Spring resident. 

So we discussed the matter at 
some length, though not for the 
first time. 'This has come up before, 
yet we always feel it necessary to 
rehash the decision just in case 
we've made the wrong one. 

In the end the conclusion, 
which was initially mine, was to 
go with the judges' choice. 
Hand-picked by columnist Alex 
Mitchell, the judges carry out 
their duties with dedication and 
care and make their decision 
without any contact with news
paper staff. 

To disqualify Susan's daugh
ters from the contest would sim
ply be unfair to them. It stands to 
reason that they would be good 
writers. So should we penalize 
them for who they are? 

The judges' decision stands, 
until next year at least, when 
maybe we'll go through it all 
again. 
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We asked: What should Santa Claus give to Salt Spring for Christmas? 

Chris Spencer 
A big stage in Ganges because 
we don't have one. 

Pandora Morgan 
A rec centre because it would 
be nice to swim and skate with
out freezing. 

Letters to the Editor 
Don't accost me 

If you should see an elderly lady 
wearing a white, pseudo-lynx, 
man-made, artificial fur coat, say 
"hello" by all means but do not 
accost me and ask how many ani
mals were killed to make it. The 
answer is not one! 

My son is the Gulf Islands 
Veterinary Clinic surgeon, and he 
and I have spent most of our lives 
rescuing and caring for animals 
and I'm not about to start killing 
them. 

You may be interested in a little 
bit of the history of that coat. When 
I was with the Humane Society in 
Ontario we held a big rally and I 
bought that coat to model with 
some other ladies to prove you 
could save money, look dressy, and 
still stay warm and comfortable in 
a man-made coat. So please, let me 
wear mine in peace. 
JOAN MILTON, 
Ganges 

Sign of relief 
For years a natural spring has 

been seeping through the asphalt at 
the foot of Fort Street hill. In win
ter conditions, black ice formed 
and made it treacherous to use the 
hill. 

Many of us have had close calls 

and it was only a matter of time 
before a serious accident occurred. 

Then along came JJM in 
November and the job was done 
right with the result that no black 
ice has formed. 

A collective sigh of relief from the 
folks using the hill. So we all give a 
big thank you to JJM and the 
Ministry of Highways, Langford and 
to the crew who did the work. Merry 
Christmas to all of you from all of us. 
BARBARA DEARING, 
Victoria Street 

Avian questions 
I have mo~ questions for Bob, 

the Birdathon man, one of our most 
knowledgeable environmentalists. 

Question: Does the Audobon 
Society and the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy support such a 
fundraiser? The Waterbird Watch? 
The Island Wildlife Natural Care 
Centre? 

Question: If ArtSpring is a spon
sor, do its board members practise 
ethical environmental guidelines 
regarding wild bird habitat? 

Question: Should all monies 
raised in this manner not go to the 
wild ones? 

I am an ArtSpring supporter and 
'donor. 
ANNE HUMPHRIES, 
Bay Ridge Place 

Max Nelson 
A skateboard park because 
there are so many skaters and 
not a very good park. 

Trees' plea 
Psalm for a frightened tree, 
A broken string to be. 
Dear Mother Lord, 
I beg you for your help, they are 

everywhere, cutting everything 
around them, leaving horrendous 
scars three feet deep every where 
they go. How many seconds have I 
got to live? 

I can't "stand" watching this hor
ror show. You know we have done 
nothing wrong. 

In their heart, they seem deeply 
convinced that we (the trees) are 
guilty of being their source of 
income, completely blind to the 
basic fact that we are their source 
of life. We are their earth mates. 

The population is no longer smil
ing while driving down Lee's Hill. 
We must look like absolute sh- up 
here! 

My enemy is getting nearer. I 
saw a few deer, confused, fighting 
their way in search of a new territo
ry. 

The canvas of silence necessary 
to allow the precious songbirds to 
express their deep love and appre
ciation for the beauty of their sur
roundings is currently destroyed by 
the loud noises of starving chain
saw engines, ending decades of 
growth in only a few seconds. 

Briony Penn 
12 orcas leaping, 11 otters sliding, 
10 woodpeckers pecking, 9 grebes 
a swimming, 8 deer a jumping, 7 
frogs a croakin ', 6 newts a crawl
in ',five golden eye .... 

I know I will die, I would not 
dare ask you to save me dear 
Mother Lord but please, I beg you 
for the chance to witness before I 
go, to see from my lovely branches, 
a people, a nation take a stand in 
the face of this chaotic nonsense. 
(More reading for Texada owners: 
Psalm 119 33-38). 

A gold string has spoken in the 
face of horror. 
CHRIS PAUL-TATONETII, 
Salt Spring Island 

Thrift thanks 
Christmas greetings and special 

thanks to all Lady Minto Hospital 
Auxiliary volunteers who give so 
generously of their time to help res
idents and patients at Greenwoods, 
Extended Care and the hospital. 

Those who keep the hospital 
showcase filled with attractive knit
ting, sewing and crafts; those look
ing after flowers and magazines, 
and the hard-working volunteers at 
the Thrift Shop. 

Thank you to all who donate 
merchandise, as well as our faithful 
customers. Without you we would 
not be able to fulfill our mandate of 
purchasing special equipment for 
Lady Minto Hospital and 
Greenwoods. 

We take this opportunity to let 
you know that the Thrift Shop will 

Santa Claus 
Happiness and good cheer. 

be closed from Thursday, 
December· 21, re-opening on 
Wednesday, January 3, 2001. 
Please do not leave any donations 
outside the building during this 
time. Thank you for your co-opera
tion. 

Wishing you all a happy holiday 
season and prosperous 2001: 
THE EXECUTIVE, 
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 
Society 

One happy 
islander . 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 
Merry Christmas! A happy and 

healthy New Year! 
Unity thread strained, Canada is 

still whole. The best country on this 
Earth. . 

Here, the very best part of 
Canada, definitely unique and pre
cious. Hope we can hold it as such. 
Time is running out. 

And as Tiny Tim said, "God 
bless us all, everyone!" 

Here's to 2001. Lift the eggnog 
high! Look out your picture win
dows and sigh, "Thank God!" 
CHARLES CROSBY, 
Stewart Road 

MORE LEITERS A 10 

Group covets independent nation status for Salt Spring 
By ROBERT McGINN 

The Sustainable Salt Spring 
Island Coalition is a group of 
people who believe that a sus
tainable Salt Spring Island must 
happen if our beautiful island is 
to survive as the special place 
that it has always been and, for 
now, still is. 

We are convinced that the time 
to be patient has come and gone 
and it is time to take matters into 
our own hands. Where we have 
gone further than many groups 
who are also concerned about 
direction of growth and develop
ment is that we believe an inde
pendent political entity which is 
completely autonomous is not 
only preferable, but necessary, to 
ensure a sustainable community. 

This decision comes from the 
conclusion that decision-making 
for vital issues that affect our 
quality of life on a day-to-day 
basis has been gradually, over the 
years, transferred to provincial 
and federal jurisdictions to the 
point where we now have very 

IN 
DEPTH 

little control over decisions that 
are being made to shape our 
future. Such decisions involve 
critical issues like health care, 
education, environmental protec
tion, community development, 
social programs, law and order, 
and many others. They are being 
made for the most part by a mis
managed bureaucracy that does 
not and cannot clearly under
stand the needs or desires of our 
unique island community. 

Much of the apathy regarding 
government and feelings of per
sonal disempowerment stem 
from a sense that we as individu
als can do very little about how 
we are governed. However, if 
communities are given, or take 
back, the power to make signifi
cant decisions at a local level, 

these feelings of control, vitality, 
and meaningful direction will 
quickly return. 

This has already been docu
mented in many island nations 
around the world. Examples 
include The Cayman Islands, the 
Turks and Caicos Islands, the 
Channel Islands and the Cook 
Islands. 

The Sustainable Salt Spring 
Coalition is committed to regain
ing lost political control. We 
believe that our community of 
I 0,000-15,000 people can not 
only govern itself, but will do so, 
in a way that is far superior to 
our present condition of govern
ment from Ottawa or Victoria, 
and it is our goal to make a pro
posal that will also convince the 
majority of islanders that this is 
possible. 

Unless we as Salt Spring 
Islanders take personal responsi
bility and administer our island 
ourselves, on a community level, 
we will not get the result that 
islanders want and deserve. If we 

cannot solve the above problems 
right here on our small island 
then what hope does the rest of 
the world have of doing so? 

Sustainability is not just about 
fish populations and forests. It is 
also about a quality of life that 
does not deteriorate, a continuing 
diversity of community, and 
future opportunity for our young 
people to live and work on Salt 
Spring Island. 

We are quickly running out of 
time and there is only a limited 
window of opportunity to pre- . 
serve the unique physical, cultur
al, and spiritual essence of our 
island before it is gone, perhaps 
forever. 

The coalition has no political 
agenda beyond local control of 
decision-making and the estab
lishment of an autonomous polit
ical entity. 

We are committed to educating 
people about the advantage of 
autonomy but only so Salt Spring 
Islanders can create the commu
nity they desire. Whether the 

final result is a republic, princi
pality, or an undefined island 
nation is not important. What is 
important is that we take back 
the power and decision-making 
that should rightly be in our com
munity. 

We feel that if we can accom
plish this we will not only benefit 
ourselves, but we may become a 
model that could help people all 
over the world achieve sustain
ability. 

Please assist us in either of the 
following ways: 

1. Forward this to your friends 
and neighbours on Salt Spring 
and invite them to submit their e
mail address so they can learn 
more about The Sustainable Salt 
Spring Coalition and follow us as 
we grow and develop. 

2. Help us towards this goal by 
actively participating in making 
it a reality. 

The writer is a member of the 
Sustainable Salt Spring 
Coalition. 
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T-SHIRTS 
GALORE: High 
school peer 
tutord, from left, 
Emily Hickford, 
Aria Hillis,Raizy 
Marmorstein 
and Jenn 
Keating gather 
with T-Shirts 
which they are 
sending to a 
small town in 
Honduras. Funds 
from sale of the 
Ti-shirts will ben
efit a small boy, 
who has been 
sponsored for 
five years by the 
GISS Life Skills 
department. 
Contributions to 
help paty 
postage are 
gratefully 
accepted and 
can be dropped 
off at the school 
board office. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

More letters 

No joke 
There I was, hopefully ready to 

render needed assistance to 
motorists in trouble. 

I have built a tow truck with 
more modern equipment than my 
big old blue; this has occupied my 
spare time and eaten all my cash 
for the last two years. 

Last week I was finally shaking 
down the new rig and clearing up 
unforeseen problems. I knew we 
were "in for weather" and I wanted 
to be ready to go. Which I was. 

Be that as it may, the one thing I 
cannot cope with is roads and 
especially hills that have not been 
properly prepared for snowfall 
prior to its falling. 

Charlesworth Road was its evil 
self on Friday night and stayed that 
way right through the weekend. To 
my customers who were affected 
personally and were then unable to 
get me to respond, I most sincere
ly apologize. 

To JJM, know this, you will be 
getting the bill for damages done 
to my tow truck on Friday night at 
9:30 p.m. on Charlesworth. The 
damage to the barrier at the tum at 
the bottom of the hairpin - "Hells 
Run" I think I'll cal! it from now 
on - tells the tale, as does the 
front fnime and bumper of my new 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

(250) 360·7426 
ICC 

truck (and rear axle). 
Credit is due to the crew that 

rebuilt that barrier a couple of 
years ago. It will now need repair. 

Done properly, our hills are, or 
used to be, safe in winter. At 4 p.m. 
Friday, a highway truck threw a 
sprinkle of .sand and salt on 
Charlesworth/Mount Belcher 
Heights. It was effective until 
about 8 p.m. By 9:30 my commu
nity was without any hope of fire 
and ambulance protection. And 
one tow truck driver was nearly 
killed trying to respond to a fire
man with a truck off the road on 
the Arnell Park corner on Stewart 
Road. 

I went out against my better 
judgment. The roads nearly got 
me. I carried on to Stewart Road 
after the crash. How I didn't wind 
up on my roof on Mount Baker 
Crescent I don't know. Stewart 
Road was an ice sheet, there was 
no way to help the fireman and I 
crept home to Mount Belcher 
anticipating a second crash at any 
moment. 

Knowing Charlesworth's "lust 
for life," I chose to go up Don Ore 
and cut through to Charlesworth 
via Larry and Leslie Quesnel's. I 
made it to the first driveway up 
Don Ore and the truck spent the 

night in the ditch outside Kevin 
and Wendy Vine's house, just shy 
of their driveway. Sorry folks. 

I do not think the public is well 
served by privatization of roads, in 
fact I think it borders on criminal 
negligence to take the public 's 
money and then leave them in dan
ger for days at a time. Strike or not. 
You cannot endanger the safety of 
the public like this. It is absolutely 
intolerable. 

Of course, with privatization 
there is no incentive for work to be 
done, is there? Think of all the 
·extra money saved (i.e. in the 
pocket) by not prepping our roads, 

When we are already paying for 
the job to be done, think then about 
how much extra you will also pay 
next year for your ICBC policies. 

When JJM cheats us on what 
we've paid for, it costs us in extra 
car repairs and accident claims and 
injury settlements. 

"Just Joking Maintenance 
Corp." will be getting the bill for 
my damages. What a rotten trick to 
hold back our money when we 
needed it. 

I feel sorry for our island ro:.ld 
crew, who do not deserve the 
bll;}me. 
DREW CLARKE, 
Salt Sprin,g 

!CHRISTMAS 
,SHOE -IN, 
Hope it's a Christmas 

you'll go head over heels for! 
® 

GANGES 

Villagt · Cobbltr 
.,... Located in the Trading Co. Building 
:;::-· Fulford-Ganges Road 

537-5015 
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL AT 

&A:ea~~a/i 

$599 
SMOKEDTURKEYWRAP 
Low fat smoked turkey, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, lettuce, bacon, sundried 
tomato tortilla. Served up with 
pumpkin soup! 

~-~ 
WINTER HOURS: 9:00am- 4:00pm Tues. --Sat 

DOCKSIDE at MOUAT'S MALL • 537-5747 

537-9112 

Pr-ivate investment advice 
Professional attention 

Local service 

Norbert Schlenker, CFA 
Investment Advisor 

537-1654 

BMO ~ Nesbitt Burns• 
W'Prlntt(llt:niOivlslon 

May you enjoy a glad and 
glorious Yuletide season. 

We have truly valued your 
kind support this y ear. 

Thank you to aU. 

Arlene 

120 Lower Ganges Road 

Please note we will be 

Two excellent retail premises in the 
Jessie Toynbee building, in the heart of town. 

UNITB: 

• available May 1, 2001 (or sooner) 
• approximately 2,016 square feet 

• air conditioned 

• very bright & sunny 

• built-in vault (good working order) 
• very well maintained building - quality tenants 

• excellent landscaping 

• customer parking 

• terrific exposure- across from tourist Info. Centre 

• long-term lease available 

Ideal for bank, trust company, brokerage, major retailer, jeweller, art gallery, etc. 

UNITC: 

• available now 
• approximately 1,000 square feet 

• windows on two sides 
• fronts a covered walkway on one side 

• great exposure - across from Tourist Info. Centre 
• paved customer parking 

• well maintained building - quality tenants 
• excellent landscaping 
• long-term occupancy 

Ideal location for retail store, art gallery or other similar business. 

CONTACT: KEVIN BELL 
Mouat's Trading Co., (250) 537-5593 



· SALTSPRING 
STORE .HOURS 

. THROUGH THE 
HOLIDAY SEASON: 
· • Through to Dec. 23--

regular hours Sam - 8pm 
• Sunday Dec. 24 ... close at 6pm 

• Monday Dec. 25 ... CLOSED 
• Tuesday Dec. 26 ... CLOSED 

• Sunday Dec. 31 ... close at 6pm 
• Monday, Jan. l ... CLOSED 

SERVICE, QUALITY, SELECTION 

~ ... 

We 

joy. 

The North End Fitness 
Christmas Pit IJCit1 

Two Months Full Membership! 
Five Spin Aerobics Classes! 
ISO Minutes of Suntanning! 

Computerized Body Composition Assessment! 
Two Personal Training Sessions to get you Started! 

(Reg $170.00!) 

The North End Fitness Special Gift Package 

537-5217 

WEEK'S 
MOVIES 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 2o 
6:00PM 

0 Artificial Lies (1994,Suspense) A rich 
young woman seeks help after she is 
charged with the murder of her analyst. 
Jack Wagner, Daphne Zuniga ( 1 h30) 
W Le grand serpent du monde 
(1998,Drama) An interpretation of an inci
dent in Jack Kerouac's "On the Road". 
Murray Head, Zoe Laraverse (1 h45) 

8:00PM 
U (]J ***A Christmas Story 
(1983,Family) Chronicles a little boy's 
efforts to receive an air rifle for Christmas in 
the 1940s. Peter Billingsley, Darren 
McGavin (2h) 
m® How to Marry a Billionaire: A 
Christmas Tale (2000,Comedy) Three sin
gle friends decides to give up on love and 
marry for money. John Stamos, Joshua 
Malina(2h) 

8:30PM 
fB CID **The Bodyguard 
(1992,Suspense) A singer-turned-actress 
fails in love with her bodyguard while being 
stalked by a fan. Kevin Costner, Whitney 
Houston (2h45) 

9:00PM 
0 Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1999,Action) 
A doctor in Hong Kong accidentally gets 
involved in an illegal drug seiling organiza
tion. Adam Baldwin, Chang Tseng (2h) 
0 C1) *** Home for Christmas 
(1990,Drama) A six~year-old girl asks Santa 
to bring her a grandfather for Christmas. 
Mickey Rooney, Simon Richards (2h) • 

9:30PM 
ffi ***Lorenzo's Oil (1992,True)The 
parents of a boy struck with a deadly dis
ease are fighting to save him. Susan 
Sarandon, Nick Notte (2h30) 

10:00 PM 
W **** Parade (1974,Action) 
Director Jacques Tati mimics circus acts. 
Jacques Tati, Karl Kossmayer (1 h45) 

11 :00PM 
0 Dead by Dawn (1998,Suspense) An 
old friend is seduced into a murderous web 
by a scheming wealthy couple. Shannon 
Tweed, Bill Ferrell (2h) 

11 :30PM 
U ffi **A Rather English Marriage 
(1998,Comedy) The unlikely friendship 
between two widowers is threatened by the 
arrival of a woman. Tom Courtenay, Albert 
Finney (2h30) 

11:45PM 
W ***Germinal (1993,Drama) 
Impoverished coal miner fuels his villagers' 
rebellion against their desolate lives. Gerard 
Depardieu, Miou-Miou (2h45) 

THURSDAY, DEc 21 
6:00PM 

0 Perpetrators of the Crime 
(i999,Comedy) A trio of bumbling universi
ty schemers kidnap the wrong woman dur
ing spring break. Tori Spelling, William B. 
Davis (1h30) 

6:30PM 
W ***A Christmas Carol 
(1938,Drama) A miserly old man changes 
his ways after he is taught a lesson in chari
ty. Reginald Owen, Gene Lockhart (1 h15) 

8:00PM 
U C2J *** A Christmas Carol 
(1984,Drama) A miserly old man is visited 
by three spirits on Christmas Eve. George 
C. Scott, Nigel Davenport (2h) 
0 The Curve (1997,Suspense) 
Roommates look to take advantage of an 
obscure suicide clause to boost their marks. 
Matthew Lillard, Micharl Vartan (1 h30) 
0 C1J D CIJ m (g) ** HomeAione2 
- Lost in New York (1992,Comedy) Boy 
named Kevin finds himself separated from 
his family in New York City at 
Christmastime. Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci 
(2h) 

9:00PM 
ffi The Ultimate Christmas Present 
(2000,Comedy) Two twelve-year old gi rls 
stumble upon a mysterious device that cre
ates weather. Peter Scolari, Bill Fagerbakke 
(1h30) 

9:30 PM 
0 Tail Lights Fade (1999,Drama) A cou
ple races across Canada in a bid to get the 
woman's brother off a drug charge. Breckin 
Meyer, Tanya Allen (1 h30) 

10:00 PM 
W *** O.Henry's Full House 
(1952,Biography) Five directors pay 
homage to O.Henry with five of his best 
short stories. Fred Allen. Anne Baxter (2h) 

10:30 PM 
ffi Address Unknown (1995,Drama) A 
fifteen year old boy receives a letter from his 
dead father. Kyle Howard, Jona Stewart 
(1h30) 

YOUR WEEKLY PULL·OUT TV GUIDE 
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True North Satellites 
537-6055 

• Sales • Installations • Service • 
Free Property Site Surveys! 

WHAT'S ON TV 

WE'VE GOT THE RIGHT SATELLITE 
. SYSTEM FOR YOU! 

store demonstration of both systems at Radio Shack. You compare picture quality, sound, programming etc. and decide what suits 

Ask us for details on pricing specials, program credits, etc. 
Bigger really is better, ask us why 

QSI ELECTRONICS RADIO SHACK ASC 1 162 Fulford Ga 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

11 :00PM 
0 Delivered (1998,Suspense) A pizza 
delivery man with a healthy imagination is 
framed for the crimes of a murderer. David 
Strickland, Ron Eldard (2h) 

FRIDAY DEC 22 
6:00PM 

0 **The Matrix (1999,Action) A com
puter hacker learns that his entire reality is 
only a figment of his imagination. Keanu 
Reeves, Laurence Fishburne (2h30) 

8:00PM 
O@f£)~ Home Alone 3 
(1997,Comedy) A little boy defends against 
terrorists who have hidden microchip in toy 
car. Alex D. Linz, Olek Krupa (2h) 
fD (12) **The Frisco Kid 
(1979,Western) A Rabbi must brave the 
wild West to reach the congregation he is to 
lead. Harrison Ford, Penny Peyser (2h) 

8:30PM 
0 Eye of the Beholder (1999,Suspense) 
A government surveillance expert becomes 
obsessed with a female serial killer. Ewan 
McGregor, Ashley Judd (2h) 

9:00PM 
ffi *** A Christmas Story 
(1983,Family) Chronicles a little boy's 
efforts to receive an air rifle for Christmas in 
the 1940s. Peter Billingsley, Darren 
McGavin (1h35) 

9:45PM 
ill Monlque (1970,Drama) An unfulfilled 
husband and wife turn to their young au pair 
for enlightenment. Sibyl/a Kay, Joan Alcorn 
(1h35) 

10:00 PM 
0 (I) **** I Remember Mama 
(1948,Drama) Chronicles the life of a 
Norwegian family in San Francisco at the 
turn of the century. Irene Dunne, Oscar 
Homolka (2h15) 

10:30 PM 
0 Stir of Echoes (1999,Suspense) A 
man's hunt for a spirit's body puts his family 
in grave danger. Kevin Bacon, 11/eana 
Douglas (1 h45) 

10:35 PM 
ffi On the Second Day of Christmas 
(1997,Comedy) A guard falls in love with 
the women he caught pickpocketing. Mary 
Stuart Masterson, Mark Ruffalo (1 h25) 

11 :30PM 
0 (2) ***Miracle on 34th Street 
(1994,Drama) Santa tries to instill belief in a 
skeptical child and her struggling mother. 
Lord Richard Attenborough, Elizabeth 
Perkins (2h30) 
ill *** Fr.tz the Cat (1972,Animated) 
An imaginative look at the radical '70s. Judy 
Engles, Skip Hannant (1 h30) 

sATURDAY, DEC 23 
6:00PM 

0 Down to You (1999,Romance) A 
young man finds the girl of his dreams only 
to find th<;~t she is not read for commitment. 
Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia Stiles (1 h30) 

8:00PM 
0 Galaxy Quest (1999,Comedy) Actors 
are unwittingly enlisted to go into space to 
help stop a predatory threat. Tim Allen, 
§igourney Weaver (2h) 
0 (!) *** Mr. Holland's Opus 
(1995,Drama) A musician takes a teaching 
job and finds his true calling in inspiring 
young minds. Richard Dreyfuss, Olympia 
Dukakis (3h) 
0 (liD **** Little Women 
(1994,Romance) Chronicles the lives of 
four sisters and their daily toils during the 
Civil War. Winona Ryder, Susan Sarandon 
(3h) 
fJ)(ll) ***Crossing Delancey 
(1988,Romance) A grandmother plays 
matchmaker with the help of a marriage 
broker. Amy Irving, Peter Rief!ert (2h) 
fi) (12) ****The Commitments 
(1991,Musical) Seeking escape from their 
working class existence, a group of 
Dubliners form a soul band. Robert Arkins, 
Angeline Ball (2h30) 

9:00PM 
ill ***In the Nick of Time 
(1991 ,Drama) Santa Claus has seven days 
to find a successor after his elves miscalcu
late his reign. Lloyd Bridges, Michael Tucker 
(1h30) 

9:1 5PM 
i9 ***Serial (1980,Comedy) Father of 
family obsessed with fads distances himself 
from families idiocies. Martin Mull, Tuesday 
Weld(1h40) 

10:00 PM 
0 Mickey Blue Eyes (1999,Comedy) 
The manager of a struggling New York auc
tion house gets in over his head with the 
mob. Hugh Grant, James Caan (2h) 

10:30 PM 
ffi ** A Mom for Christmas 
(1990,Drama) A lonely girl wishes a beauti· 
lui department store mannequin to life to 
replace her mom. Olivia Newton-John, 
Doug Sheehan (1 h30) 

11:15PM 
(9 ***Boxcar Bertha 
(1972,Romance) A farm girl finds love and 
adventure fighting the railroad with a union 
organizer. Barbara Hershey, John Carradine 
(1h35) 

SUNDAY DEC 24 
6:00PM 

(9 **** Ben-Hur (1959,Epic) When a 
man is enslaved by a Roman friend , he 
regains his freedom and thirsts for revenge. 
Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins (3h40) 
fi)(fl) The Day My Parents Ran Away 
(1993,Comedy) A 16 year-Old rebel has 
complete control over his parents until the 
day they run away. Matt Frewer, Blair Brown 
(2h) 

6:30PM 
0 ** I'll Be Home for Christmas 
(1998,Family) A conniving college student 
tries desperately to get home in time for 
Christmas dinner. Jonathan Taylor Thomas, 
Jessica Biel (1 h30) 

7:00PM 
0(2] ****It's a Wonderful Life 
(1946,Drama) An angel shows a suicidal 
banker how important he has been to the 
lives of others. James Stewart, Donna Reed 
(3h) 
0 (liD Alice in Wonderland 
(1999,Fantasy) A young girl goes through a 
looking glass and enters a mysterious, 
magical new world. Whoopi Goldberg, Ben 
Kingsley (2h) 
U@ ***The Santa Clause 
(1994,Comedy) A divorced father mends 
with his son after fate transforms him into 
Santa. Tim Allen, Judge Reinhold (2h) 

8:00PM 
0 Stuart Little (1999,Family) A family is 
turned upside down when they adopt a talk
ing orphaned mouse named Stuart. Hugh 
Laurie, Geena Davis (1 h30) 
fJ)(fl) ***Paradise (1991,Drama) A 
young boy spends the summer with a cou
ple having marital problems. Melanie 
Griffith, Don Johnson{2h) 
f£)~ ***Miracle on-34th Street 
(1994,Drama) Santa tries to instill belief in a 
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Give a Lasting Gift 
this Christmas! ~ 

( 



Great Gift Ideas 
at the 

~r£at ~angts ~ook (1to. 
Fine old and nearly-new books 

i~i: .., 

105 McPhillips Ave. 
538-0025 .. 

Start a Family Tradition 
With holiday books you'lllook forward to reading 

year after year. 

112 Hereford Avenue 
537- 0028 

Open until 8:00 pm all this week PL{!S 
Sunday, Christmas Eve 10 -- 4 pm 

~TUCKING 
cJTUFFERS! 
• Makitq, 14 pee. Shorty 

Finder/Driver Set 
.. ....... .... . · .... $12.49 

• 25 ft. MaxSteel-----! 
Stanley Tape .... s19.98 

• 12 pee. Bungy Cords · 
asst. " " " " " " .. $11.89 

• Freud 71/4" Diablo 24 
Tooth Saw Blade . .. s16.99 ----' 

SLEGG LUMBER 
804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 537-4978 

.,.. 

WE ALSO CARRY 

• Tags I Cards 
• Tissue Paper 

• Xmas Bags • Gift Boxes 
• Ribbons I Bows 

• Flat Wrap 
• Rolled Wrap 

• Adhesive Tape 
5pcepack 

DOLLAR STORE 
plus a · whole lot more! 

GANGr;'S VILLAGr;' MALL • OPr;'N 7 DAYS A Wr;'r;'K • 537-2480 

I 
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Give o Losting Gift 
this Christmas! ~ 



THERMAL 
SOCKS 

WORK 
SOCKS 
pkg ota 
HAPPY FOOT, 
DRESS SOC 
pkg of3 

"Creekhouse" rJ , 
152 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

1
!:

1 
;rc · .U\' 

'$ }~ 537-2999 IIIDIJZIIIl frlthe~·-

Buttons, 
JANUARY SALE up to $10 OFF reg. grooming 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE NOW! 

Bark Ave. Groomin 

oil and 
watercolours 
featuring HELEN K. WIEBE 

®17salt Spring Gems & Art Gallery 
~~RACE POINT SQUARE 537-4222 

askets 
STARriNG AT $30.()() 

PHONE OUR 
FLORAL DEPARTMENT 

TO ORDER 

537·1522 

f~,· ·~'VOWME TWO 
, 2 BOOKSTORE ~ 
W'.1 .1 4 \ll41t, t.'t ."'kt.~n,~:£ 3 I I .9.1 I FS •1 I.; S'S J t I .1 :S'S"1 

Give Volumes ofJoy . 
this Chris-tmas! * 

-~ 
• SOUL MOUNTAIN · Gao Xingjan $41.50 

• SCARLET FEATHER · Maeve Binchy $24.95 
• HARRY POTTER CALENDARS! 

Lots of calenders to choose from! 

* . . 
. A Very Merry Christmas To All! 

... DOCKSIDE MOUATS MALL 537-9223 

11 .' l t 

ALL SUMMER CLOTHES · . . . 
. ,,, shirts, skirts, shorts. • • • •••• • 20·61f/o OFF 
GOLF e'AGs . . ... .. : . .... .. . • 25°/o OFF 
WINTER~WEARJACCESSORIES .,...20!»/o ofF 
NEW ARRIVALS ••..•• • PAY NO 'TAXES 

MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS AS· V(ELLI 

Hours: 9am- 4pm, 7 days a week I 537-2121 
Season 's Greetings 

from staff & members of SS Golf & Country Club 



FINISHING ... AwL 
~ 

BUILDING SUPPUIS! 

By giving their 
computer an upgrade 
to run their 
favorite software! 

• Videocards 
• Expanded Memory 
• Upgrade Processors 

AND ALL THE 
LATEST SOFTWARE! 

W\CH'\ }' W\OI"e g i ft ideas at : 

bi~Ae d ~aeon na+~A~a s 
128 LOWER GANG ES RD. 537-5510 

• OPEN TIL 7:00 WED. - SAT. 
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 9:30 - 4:00 

CHECK OUT OUR BOXING DAY BLOWOUT 

• Keyless chuck 
• 2 batteries 
• Electric brake 



LAURIEIS Recycling t Waste ServijL~~" 
Waste & Recycling Tuesday through Saturday 
Sam • Spm Next to Ganges Village Market 

DROP·OFF: 

PICK·UP: Commercial & Residential 
Large clean-ups & recycling CALL 653·9279 

An island family serving Islanders since 1861 

skeptical child and her struggling mother. 
Lord Richard Attenborough, Elizabeth 
Perkins (2h) 

9:00PM 
D (1§) * Bean (1997,Comedy) A bum
bling London museum guard accompanies 
a famous painting to Los Angeles. Rowan 
Atkinson, Sandra Oh (2h) 
0 aJOClfl ****A Christmas 
Carol (1951 ;Fantasy) A miserly old man is 
visited by three spirits on Christmas Eve. 
Alastair Sim, Jack Warner (2h) 
ill*** A Christmas Carol 
(1938,Drama) A miserly old man changes 
his ways alter he is taught a lesson in chari
ty R!!!Jinald Owen, Gene Lockhart ( 1 h15) 
fB(11J Mrs. Santa Claus (1996,Famlly) 
December 1910, Mrs. Santa Claus has 
designed a new route for delivering toys. 
Angela Lansbury. Michael Jeter(2h) 

9:30PM 
0 Man on the Moon (1999,Biogrsphy) A 
film about the life and career of the eccen
tric avant guard comedian, Andy Kaufman. 
Jim Carrey, Courtney Love {2h) 

10:15PM 
ill **The Christmas Star 
(1986,Drama) Con man's holiday spirit is 
renewed when two children believe he is 
Santa Claus. Ed Asner, Jim Metzler ( 1 h45) 

11 :30PM 
0 American Beauty (1999,Drama) A 
man quits his job, smokes drugs, ignores 
his wife and flirts with his daughters friend. 
Kevin Spacey. Annette Benning (2h) 

MONDAY1 DEe 25 
6:00PM 

eJ ****The Wizard of Oz 
(1939,Fantasy) A tornado carries a young 
girl to a magical land where she encounters 
wonders. Judy Garland, Frank Morgan (2h) 
fiD~ Jane Eyre (1997,Drama) A woman 
overcomes a wretched childhood only to 
see her happiness shattered by scandal. 
Samantha Morton, Ciaran Hinds (2h) 

7:00PM 
ill *** A Christmas Story 
(1983,Famlly) Chronicles a little boy's 
efforts to receive an air rifle for Christmas in 
the 1940s. Peter Billingsley. Darren 
McGavin (1 h35) 

8:00PM 
0 The Green Mile (1999,Drama) Death
row guards at a penitentiary are faced with 
a moral dilemma regarding a prisoner. Tom 
Hanks, David Morse (3h15) 
D (1§) **** It's a Wonderful Life 
(1946,Drama) An angel shows a suicidal 
banker how important he has been to the 
lives of others. James Stewart, Donna Reed 
(3h) 
eJ **** Easter Parade 
(1948,Musical) A man finds love as he tries 
to turn a chorus girl into a star to upstage 
his ex-partner. Ann Miller, Fred Astaire (2h) 
fD (12) * A Connecticut Yankee In King 
Arthur's Court (1989,Adventure) A young 
girl ends up in medieval England where she 
has many adventures. Rene Auberjonois, · 
Michael Gross (2h) 

9:00PM 
U(H) *** Fluke (1995,Fantasy) A 
man is killed in a mysterious car accident 
and reincarnated as a dog named Fluke. 
Maithew Modine, Nancy Travis (2h) 
OCID Catch a Falling Star 
(1999,Romance) Hollywood star flees spot
light and finds true love in a !jmall town. 
Sela Ward, John Slattery (2h) 
ill The Ultimate Christmas Present 
(2000,Comedy) Two twelve-year old girls 
stumble upon a mysterious device that cre
ates weather. Peter Scolari, Bill Fagerbakke 
(1h30) 

10:00 PM 
eJ **The Shoes of the Fisherman 
(1968,Drama) A former political prisoner 
tries to fend off an atomic war and starva
tion. Anthony Quinn, Laurance Olivier 
(2h40) 
fiD~ Jane Eyre (1997,Drama) A woman 
overcomes a wretched childhood only to 
see her happiness shattered by scandal. 
Samantha Morton, Ciaran Hinds (2h) 

10:30 PM 
ill** A Mom for Christmas 
(1990,Drama) A lonely girl wishes a beauti
ful department store mannequin to life to 
replace her mom. Olivia Newton-John, 
Doug Sheehan (1 h30) 

10:40 PM 
0(2) *** Emma (1996,Drama) A 
headstrong young woman makes a habit of 
playing matchmaker for others. Gwyneth 
Paltrow. Jeremy Northam (2h30) 

11 :15PM 
0 **The Matrix (1999,Action) A com
puter hacker learns that his entire reality is 
only a figment of his imagination. Keanu 
Reeves, Laurence Fishburne (2h15) 

11:30PM 
0 aJ *** Little Women 
(1949,Drama) Four sisters try to find matu
rity and romance while growing up during 
the Civil War. June Allyson, Margaret 
O'Brien (2h30) 

TUESDAY. DEC 26 
6:00PM 

U The 13th Warrior (1999,Action) An 
Arabian poet is enlisted to help a band of 
Vikings rid their village of a scourge. 
Antonio Banderas, Diane Venora (2h) 
eJ ***Jailhouse Rock(1957,Muslcal) 
A man in jail for manslaughter learns to sing 
and play the guitar, and becomes a suc
cess. Elvis Presley. Judy Tyler (1 h45) 

8:00PM 
0 Gun Shy (Drama) An undercover DEA 
agent joins a group therapy session and 
meets a kooky nurse. Liam Neeson, Sandra 
Bullock(2h) 
eJ **Follow that Dream 
(1961 ,Musical) A country boy's family 
moves to the Florida Coast to set up a 
homestead. Elvis Presley. Anne Helm (2h) 
fi)(ll) Chameleon II: Death Match 
(1999,Action) A top secret agent takes on 
a powerful criminal who has pulled off a 
hostage takeover. Bobbie Phillips, Casey 
Stemaszko (2h) 

9:00PM 
ill **** Ben-Hur (1959,Epic) When a 
man is enslaved by a Roman fnend, he 
regains his freedom and thirsts for revenge. 
Cf)arlton Heston, Jack Hawkins (3h30) 

10:00 PM 
eJ ** Kid Galahad (1962,Musical) A 
young pugilist, fresh out of the army, makes 
a name for himself in the ring . Elvis Presley. 
Qig Young (1 h45) 
0 * Forces of Nature (1999,Romance) 
A man falls head over heals in love with a 
free-spirited woman, en route to his wed
ding. Ben Affleck, Sandra Bullock ( 1 h45) 

11 :45PM 
0 The Curve (1997,Suspense) 
Roommates look to take advantage of an 
obscure suicide clause to boost their marks. 
Matthew Lillard, Micharl Vartan (1 h30) 
eJ **Wild In the Country 
(1961,Muslcal) The rehabilitation of a gifted 
rural boy is taken on by a woman psychia
trist. Elvis Presley. Hope Lange (2h15) 

/ -

./ 

.,.J 
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wed DEC.20 

• The Best Christmas 
Ever, SIMS, 7 p.m. 

• Christmas at Salt 
Spring Elementary 
School, 7 p.m. 

• Christmas With 
Scrooge, ArtSpring, 7 
p.m. 

thurs DEC.2l fri DEC. 22 

• ArtSpring Sing-along, 7 p.m. • Core Inn Open Stage, 
• The Best Christmas . 7 p.m. 

Ever, SIMS, 3:3017:30 • Flautist Ted Hickford, 
• SS Elementary Choir, ISCU 3 Mouat's Parking Lot, ' p.m. 

12:45 • Rose's Cafe Open 
• Local Trust Committee Stage, 8-11 p.m. 

meets, _Lions Hall, 1 :15 • Christmas With 
• Bingo, Meaden Hall, 7 Scrooge, ArtSpring, 7 

p.m. 
• Community Gathering p.m. 

potluck, United Church, 
5:30 

• Christmas With • Christmas·Eve church 
Scrooge, ArtSpring, 2 services 
and 7 p.m. 

• Dave Roland and 
guests, Harbour House 
Hotel, 9 p.m. 

mon DEC.25 

• Christmas Day 

• Rose's Cafe 
Community Christmas 
Dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

• Vesuvius Inn Boxing 
Day Bash with Three 
Chord Sloth and Gary 
Preston, 7 p.m. 

Last Minute Shopping? 
Start your Christmas Shopping 

by checking t our 

TRAVEL GIFT CERTIFICATES 

· r:~~~~~ .................... s25.00 
U\I~UlBE, Great as a stocking stuffer! 

Pacific Travel Ltd. www.unlglobepaclfictravelsaltsprmg.com 537· 5523 

IDE 
starting on page A13 

This calendar is a reader service designed to highlight community 
events on Salt Spring Island. To have your event listed here please call 

537-9933, fax 537-2613 or email: news@gulfislands.net 
the Driftwood by noon Monday preceding publication. 

wed DEC.21 thurs DEC.28 fri DEC.29 sat DEC.30 sun DEC.31 mon JAN.1 

• Community Gathering, • Rose's Cafe Open 

Shaft 
Gone in 

60 Seconds 
* large selection of new releases * vcr rentals * video games & machines * open 7 days a week 

United Church, 5:30 Stage, 8-11 p.m. 
(activities) 

THE PLACE TO BE 
FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE! 

DANCING TILL EARLY A.M. 
TO THE 

156C fulford Ganges Rd., 
(next to Work World) 537 4477 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. • 

Island Star: .The Sequel 
537-8334 

atGVM IRapettats 

• Moby's New Year's 
Bash with Sweet 
Potato 

• Legion New Year with 
Triple-Shot 

• Polar Bear Swim, 
Vesuvius Bay, 1 p.m. 
(registration between 
12:30 and 1.) Theme 
is Dr. Seuss. 

• Island restaurants host 
special NYE dinners 

• Fulford Inn New Year's 
Eve with the 
Escapegoats 

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 
Tues. only $5 all seats- Adults $7 

Students $6/ Seniors $5 
Kids under 14 $4 

Sun. & Mon. cinemaniac rewards 

Wednesday & Thursday 7:00pm 
Friday & Saturday 7:00pm & 9:00pm 

Sunday - CLOSED 
Monday - CLOSED Merry Xmas! 

Tuesday 7:00pm Boxing Day 



2 for1 ~ 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL ;;;::t;T E L us· 
2 prepaid cell phone cards Mob; 1; t y 

for the price of 1 
Approved Dealer 

Energy 
Options Ltd 

• The Best Christmas Ever- a play 
performed by Salt Spring Island 
Middle School students in the 
school's gymnasium. Wednesday
Thursday, December 20.21 , 7 p.m. 
on the 20th and 3:30 and 7:30 on 
the 21st. $4 adults, $2 children. 

• Salt Spring Elementary School 
presents Christmas stories in dra
matic form at the school on 
Wednesday, December 20, 7 p.m. 

• Christmas With Scrooge - a Salt 
Spring tradition - opens 
Wednesday, December 20 with a 
dress rehearsal preview at 
ArtSpring, 7 p.m. (special $5 price) 
and then Friday, December 22, 7 
p.m. Saturday, December 23, 2 
and 7 p.m. Tickets $14/$7 through 
ArtSpring. 

nuic 
• Salt Spring Elementary Choir 

sings in Mouat's parking lot on 
Thursday, December 21 at 12:45 
p.m. Join them! (Event will be post
poned to the next day in case of 
blizzard or major downpour.) 

• Sing-Along Christmas at 
ArtSpring - sing favourite carols 
with your neighbours. Thursday, 
December 21, 7 p.m. Free admis
sion with a food bank contribution. 

• Ted Hickford performs on flute at 
Island Savings Credit Union on 
'Friday, December 22, 3 p.m. 

• C~re Inn Open Stage for musi
cians, poets and more, on Friday, 
December 22, 7 p.m. Sign-up 
sheets at the Core Inn or the GISS 
counselling office. Info: Christina 
537-5309. 

• Dave Roland and special guests 
play at the Harbour House on 
Saturday, December 23, 9 p.m. 

• Vesuvius Inn Boxing Day Bash -
Join Three Chord Sloth with special 
guest Gary Preston for some 
extraordinary blues. Tuesday, 
December 26, 7 p.m. 

EVERY WEEK: 

• Tango group meets at Lions Hall 
on Wednesdays, 8 p.m., and on 
Mondays through December, 7:30 
p.m. Info: 537-2707. 

• Fridays - Rose's Cafe Open 
Stage- begins at 8 p.m. 

• Saturdays - Alfresco Restaurant 
- Barrington Perry plays piano 
starting at 6 p.m. 

• Saturdays and Sundays -
Harbour House Bistro - Pianist 
Murray Anderson performs at 

• Sundays - Fulford Inn - The 
Other Brothers play from 6 to 9 
p.m. 

lneetill!iS 
• Salt Spring Island Local Trust 

Committee meets at Lions Hall on 
Thursday, December 21 . An infor
mal question-and-answer session 
begins at 1:15 p.m., running up to 
45 minutes, followed by the regular 
business agenda. 

activities 
• Community Gathering at United 

Church invites everyone to join 
them for a potluck dinner before car
olling at the ArtSpring sing-along, 
Thursday, December 21 , 5:30-6:30 
p.m. 

• Bingo at Meaden Hall runs 
Thursday, December 21, 7 p.m. 
(Early bird games at 6:30.) 

EVERY WEEK: 

NOTE: Through the Christmas holi~ 
days, check with group leaders to 
see if the activity schedule has 
changed. 

• Salty Wheels Square Dance Club 
dances at Central Hall on 
Thursdays from 7-9 p.m. For info, 
call Angela Thomas, 653-9346. 

• Co-ops Work! is a free introductory 
workshop held every Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Learn about 
types of co-ops, hear about local 
groups which have receiyed funding 
for co-ops, and discuss \your ideas 
to see if a co-op would work for you. 
Call Romana Frey at 653-9312 to 
register. 

• Salt Spring SPCA holds an open 
house every Saturday below the 
vet clinic from 2 to 4 p.m. 

• Vipassana Meditation group 
meets Mondays at the Barn on 
Reynolds Road, 7:30-9 p.m. 

• Drop-in Floor Hockey runs at 
Fulford Hall on Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. 
$3 per adult. 

forheallh 
EVERY WEEK 

Note: Check with activity leaders re 
holiday schedules. 

• Beginner Step fitness classes 
with Brenda Akerman run Mondays 
and Wednesdays at All Saints from 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m. $5 drop-in or 
$35 for a book of 1 0. 

• Salt Spring Centre regular yoga 
classes are Thursdays: Mixed 

with !,.aura from 4-5:30 p.m. 
Saturdays: Free Intra to Yoga with 
centre staff, 9:30-11 a.m. Mondays: 

· Mixed Levels with Celeste runs from 
9 to 10:30 a.m.; Seniors Yoga with 
Celeste is from 11 a.m. to noon 
(register through Parks and Rec); 
and Level 1 with Kishori runs from 
4:30-6 p.m. Wednesdays: Joy of 
Yoga with Christine is from 11 a.m. 
to noon. For info, call the centre at 
537-2326. 

• Dance and Feldenkrais Classes 
with Anna Haltrecht are held 
Mondays at Cats Pajamas Studio. 
Feldenkrais: Awareness Through 
Movement, runs at 6 p.m. followed 
by dance at 7:30. The dance class 
combines a stretch and strength 
warmup with high energy dancing 
for fun and fitness: Info: 537-5681 . 

• North End Fitness Spin Cycle 
Classes run Mondays: 9:45-10:20 
a.m.; Tuesdays, 12:30-1 , 5:15-6:15 
and 6:30-7 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
9:45-10:20 a.m.; Thursdays, 12:30-
1, 6:30-7 p.m.; Fridays, 9:45-10:20 
a.m.; 5:15-6:15 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10-11 a.m. 

for fanilies 
• Sing-along Christmas at 

ArtSpring, see "music," above. 
Thursday, December 21 . 

• The Best Christmas Ever- a SIMS 
play, Wednesday-Thursday, 
December 20-21. See "stage," above. 

• Salt Spring Elementary School's 
Christmas event, Wednesday, 
December 20. See "stage," above. 

• Christmas With Scrooge -
Wednesday, December 20, Friday, 
December 22 and Saturday, 
December 23. See "stage," above. 

EVERY WEEK: 

NOTE: Check with the organizers 
for the following activities' holi
day schedule. 

• Storytime at the library with Jean 
Voaden is on Tuesdays from 1 0 to 
10:30. 

• Kindergym, a playtime for children 
aged 0-4, runs at Community 
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay 
Road, every Wednesday morning 
between 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

• Storytime at Fables Cottage runs 
every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
There will be a special guest reader 
every Friday. 

• Family Place drop-in hours are 
Monday through Wednesday, 9:30 
a.m. to noon. Info: Family Place, 

. 537-9176. Counselling by appoint-

• Walk in Mouat Park takes place 
each Thursday at 10 a.m., rain or 
shine. Sponsored by Family Place. 

• Rug Huggers, a potluck and dis
cussion group for parents and 
babies aged one and under is held 
at Family Place from 11 :30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Info: 537-9176. 

• Fairytales and Myths with Shauna 
Grylls runs on Fridays from 3 to 4 
p.m. at the library. Appropriate for 
children aged six through nine. 

• Roller:bl~ding to music on Fridays 
at Fulford Hall, 7'30-9:30. 

for youth 
EVERY WEEK: 

NOTE: Check with organizers for 
holiday schedule. 

• Kings Lane Open Stage for per
formers of all ages on Wednesday 
nights from 6-9 p.m. Book a spot at 
537-2054, or just show up. 

• Cosmic Bowling at Kings Lane 
Recreation on Friday nights, 9 p.m. 
to midnight. It's the latest craze from 
the city! Bring your own COs. Food 
and drinks available. Book a lane by 
calling 537-2054. 

• Roller-blading to music every 
Friday at Fulford Hall, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

for•iols ' 
EVERY WEEK: 

NOTE: Check with organizers for 
holiday schedule. 

• Thursday lunches run every week 
at Salt Spring Seniors. Served at 
noon, cost is $3.50. Reserve in 
advance by noon on Wednesday by 
calling Salt Spring Seniors Services 
Society at 537.-4604. 

• Bingo for seniors in the OAP end 
of Fulford Hall, every Friday from 2 
to4 p.m. 

• Seniors Sing-along at Salt Spring 
Seniors takes place every 
Thursday at 2 p.m. 

Four programs run this week on 
Salt Spring TV, cable Channel12 on 
Monday, December 25 at 7 p.m. A 
presentation made by Robert 
Bateman and Bristol Foster on 
November 1 at the Where Art and 
Nature Meet festival is featured, 
along with a video short called 
Pumpkins and Other Tales, which 
contains footage from the October 
29 storytelling/jack-o-lantern-carv
ing day in the festival. 

pro
grams from earlier this year will be 
repeated: Bean Discovery, which 
follows a group of enthusiastic and 
imaginative students from Phoenix 
Elementary on an organic farm 
adventure at Dan Jason's Salt 
Spring Seeds; and Riparian 
Discovery - join two youngsters, 
Emma Rimer and Laura Stewart, as 
they explore island streams. 

ci111na 
• The Grinch - Held over! Jim 

Carrey stars as the Grinch in Dr. 
Seuss' classic story about that 
party-poooper who is out to spoil 
the yuletide for the residents of 
Whoville. Carrey is very funny and 
the sets, costumes and action make 
this a potential holiday classic. A 
definite must see! Fun for all ages! 

a1s& ...... , ••. 
• Michael Aronoff is showing 

Connected, a selection of abstract 
acrylics on canvas at Moby's Pub 
through December. 

• Susan Pratt is showing a sensual 
landscape of the male body and 
other works at the Salt Spring 

· Bodyworks Collective studio in 
Creekside through December. .. 

• Celebration - an exhibition of 
recent artworks by the Alliance of 
Salt Spring Artists is in the lobby 
areas of ArtSpring. 

• Jack Avison is showing a retro
spective of watercolour paintings at 
Salt Spring Roasting Co. in Ganges. 

• Grace Sevy is cur~ently exhi_biting 
her photocollage artwork on the 
walls at Greenwoods. 

• Diana Dean showcases . her oil 
paintings at Talon's. 

• Salt Spring Island Weavers and 
Spinners Guild meets Thursdays 
at ArtSpring from 1 0:30 to noon, 
offering programs, workshops, 
study groups, equipment rentals, 
library and problem solving. Info: Pat 
Davidson, 653-4750. 

galla•'iac: 
• Jill Louise Campbell Fine Art 

Gallery - a showcase of water
colours and mixed media featuring 
Salt Spring, France, Italy and the 
Southwest. Hot mulled cider warms 
up visitors on Saturdays and 
Sundays through to Christmas . 

'¥HE HMS GANGES LOUNGE ttl IN BISTRO We'refillingupforChristmas ' · THE Dinner · book your reservation 
J" now. 5pm & lpm seatmgs 

~~ ~dad & Spedat ~ 
SATURDAY DEC. 16@ 9pm-12am 
WEDNESDAYS· are Hockey Promo & Wing Night 

"win tickets to a Canucks Game" 
Beer and wine off sales available 

Christmas Day 
in the lounge 12pm - Spm 

NEW YEARS EVE 
IN THE WHEELHOUSE 

with "Auntie Kate" 
Tickets $20 per person 

includes mid nile snack & bubbly 
available now @ fronl desk 

DECEMBER 28, 29, 30 & 31st 
TABLE D'HOTE 

starters: •spinach Salad I •french Onion Soup 
ENTREES - choice of: 

1. Filet Mignon Tomedos Rossini (filet mignon on a crouton 
with pepper pate & topped with demi-glace) 

2. Chicken Picatta (chicken breast dipped in egg & topped 
with our famous tomato sauce) 

3. Salmon Beaufort lfilet of salmon, poached & topped with 
4 tiger prawns & a creamy brandy sauce) 

All entrees include a vegetable medley & 
choice of rice or potatoes 

DESSERT: Chocolate Mousse or Strawberry Shortcake 

$19.95 +tax per person I served after Spm 

/ftC ,So kp~r1f- Off Ck t;y.if.vrc/rC ,So aC Ck 

HARBOUR HOUSE • 537·5571 

/ 

.,. 
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ART 

High school musicians 
entertain at ArtSpring 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

They don't exactly need to 
slather on the wrinkle cream just 
yet, but Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) musicians exuded 
maturity beyond their pre-adult 
years in their concert at 
ArtSpring last Wednesday. 

If only one word could 
describe the event, it would have 
to be "sophisticated," especially 
when it came to the depth of 
material played by the two jazz 
bands. They were miles beyond 
the junction to easy street with 
this stuff! 

Also revealing strP-aks of 
adventurousness was the fact that 
players such as Aubrey Zacharias 
and Edward Perkins had recently 
switched to other instruments 
(trombone and bass guitar, 
respectively) to fill in the gaps 
for the Jazz 9/10 group, and 
Grade 10 student and highly 
capable soloist Phil Wurr seemed 
to play a different instrument 
every time he came on stage. 

That Grade 12 student Sandy 
Curtis took the baton to lead the 
Grade 9-12 concert band for its 
first number also hints at the kind 
of growing experience these stu
dents are getting at GISS under 
music program director Bruce 
Smith. 

(Emily Hickford was also cred
ited on the program, a1ong with 
Curtis, as a "wonderful" teaching 
assistant.) 

Then there was guest vocalist 
Elyse Cleland, whose golden
honeyed voice is gloriously suit
ed to blues and jazz genres. 
Unfortunately, we couldn't hear 
her too well over the band at 

· times in the first piece with the 
younger jazz group, but everyone 
did a masterful job of keeping the 
slow song's pace just right. 

The concert band also took on 
challenging material, such as 
Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture 
and Hymn (from Saving Private 
Ryan), with each section in turn 
carrying the ball and triumphing 
over some really challenging pas
sages. Harmony among the trum
pet players in Hymn seemed 
channelled straight from Heaven. 

Proving that the music pro
gram doesn't stop growing at 
GISS, a group of guitar students 
who have been in a class since 
September took the stage, with 
Roger Guedes, Colin Bath, Darcy 

Ruddy and Jamie Smith doing 
mini solos in the Prelude in A 
minor. (The Grade 9110 jazz band 
was also new this year.) 

The kids had fun with the 
evening's token nod to 
Christmas, with "Phil and Will" 
expertly messing up Jingle Bells 
before deciding on Deck the 
Halls and having the Grade 11112 
Jazz Band enter the theatre 
through the upper doors to per
form the Christmas piece from 
the stairs. 

The senior group continued the 
exploration of sophisticated jazz 
music with Everyday I Have the 
Blues, Madelyne's Song, where 
Tegan Adams' solo parts shone 
through, and the particularly 
intense A Night in Tunisia . 
People expecting a night of light 
student entertainment may have 
been lost at this point. 

There were too many soloists 
to mention each one - but I 
have to note how much fun Phil 
Albert appeared to have when he 
held the spotlight with his trum
pet. 

MCs Tangle Caron and Jani 
Janzen were also clearly enjoying 
themselves. 

The Lab Band put the top spin 
on technical wizardry with its 
execution of Rocks In My Bed, 
joined again by soloist Cleland. 

Taking a page from Acoustic 
Planet recital stage management, 
changing of chairs, music stands 
and instruments was disguised 
behind the curtain as one or two 
musicians entertained with every
thing from original compositions 
to bluegrass classics. 

Fiddler Jack Roland and gui
tarist Billie Woods switched the 
evening's gears entirely with 
their short spacer and had the 
crowd clapping in time. 

Two songs and an encore from 
the choir was the perfect way to 
end the concert. After their sharp 
and sweet version of Sing a Song 
of Sixpence, that nursery rhyme 
will never be heard the same way 
again. It's actually a tongue
twister! The odds seemed high 
that someone would trip, but this 
disciplined troupe pulled off a 
flawless coupe. 

Both GISS choir and band 
groups garnered high praise in 
music festivals last spring. 
Judging by last week's perfor
mances, they should do the same 
again in 2001. 

q£ CVe.nwi#s N 
presents 

OUR ANNUAL BOXING DAY 
BASH 

with 

Three Ch6rd Sloth 
and special guest 

GARY PRESTON 
7pm Tuesday Dec. 26th· 

537-2312 

ENT 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

PHIL AND WILL SHOW: Phil 
Wurr (left) and Will Roland 
laughed it up with a halting 
Jingle Bells on a pretty serious 
night of music from Gulf Islands 
Secondary School students. 
Photo by Oerrkk Lundy 

5" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
DOWNSPOUTS 

SOFFITS 
FASCIA COVERS 
GUTTER GUARDS 

PHONE 

250.537.1501 

~er the past year we have had 
the privile8e to serve many new and old 
friends. 

Your thou8hts and wishes, your passions 
and deli3hts are the special sentiments 
we translate into our floral desi8ns. 

~nkyou and 
feliz Navidad 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

SALE 
Christmas and Early Moving Sale 

10% -50% OFF 
selected items 

STONE VVALRUS 

GALLERY 
visit our website 

www.stonewalrusgallery.com 

122 LOWER GANGES RD. • 537-9896 • OPEN MON.-SAT 10AM- SPM 
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Christmas stories played back by theatrical troupe 
By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Staff 

The Salt Spring Playback Troupe 
Christmas event may have been 
minus a few members on Saturday, 
but the white flakes and chilly 
weather did little to freeze the 
hearts of those in attendance. 

Known for its intrinsic ability to 
delve inside of the outside truth, 
Playback's four-actor team reflect
ed through attentive movement, 
sound and music, a variety of com
munity-members' Christmas sto
nes. 

Upon arrival, the handful of par
ticipants - both audience and 
players - were encouraged to 
infuse the United Church with spo
ken words and imagery relating to 
the holidays. 

From the anticipation of culinary 
delights like fruitcake, stuffing and 
raspberry wine, to the denial of 
subterranean rivers of loneliness, 
confusion and pent-up rage, the 
theatre company set out to reflect a 
drop of the community Christmas 
pool in each played-out experience. 

Christmas Day. 
While each of Saturday's partici

pants inherited a unique realization 
that night, the Salt Spring Playback 
Troupe helped me to understand 
why Christmas has notoriously 
been like lighting a match on the 
outskirts of a scorched-dry forest, 
driving down Stewart Road with 
no brakes after a snowstorm or 
putting 100 tigers in a 10-by-10 
shed and expecting a miracle. 

But along with the others and in 
spite of my history, I found myself 
laughing through the sheer crazy
making of it all and shirking the 
always-tempting cynicism to fully 
embrace the core lesson. 

Which is? 
Suffer what there is to suffer and 

enjoy what there is to enjoy. 
That's life, that's Christmas, 

that's all folks. And that's certainly 
all I've got to pull out of my bag of 
words for now. 

With the kaleidoscope of clash
ing and subjective realities that 
tend to unleash themselves around 
the gift-giving season, it didn't take 
long to sunnise thai no two human 
beings perceive Christmas alike. 
Even those in the same family or at 
the same party may opt for a differ
ent take on what happened, who 
gave what to whom and what, if 
anything, it all means. 

PLAY IT AGAIN: Getting The Christmas Story 
Straight with Salt Spring Playback Theatre's 
members Alan Caplan, Martin Thorn, Petra 
Klein and Sharon Marmorstein. The actors 

kicked up some holiday dust at Saturday's 
Christmas-themed event held at the United 
Church. 

Blessings to the playback team, 
the brave guests, playback-messen
ger Robert Osborne for transport
ing his beyond-this-world wisdom 
to Salt Spring, my mother for giv
ing me birth, and finally the 
Driftwood clan for inviting me to 
the innocuous-but-rousing game of 
Christmas bo'wling preceding 
Playback Theatre. 

Through stories of near death, 
grandma's world-class shortbread, 
drunken boyfriends, a young boy's 
exhilaration of igloos and caribou, 
Saturday's group observed the hon
est revelation of personal and 
sometimes sorrowful accounts of 
Christmas' ups and downs. 

"Could we just skip over 
ChristmaS this year?" was the title 
given one humorous story, the re
enacted tale of a young woman 
about to be married. Embarking on 
an adventurous journey by ship for 
post-holiday merriment, she is 
loathe to spend the days prior to 
boarding her freedom boat with 
family members and the traditional 
Christmas affair. 

Another courageous woman told 
the story of her ailing, hospital
bound mother allowed home for 
Christmas. The woman was only a 

girl of 11 at the time, and she and the troupe's "playbacking" 
recalled no one had confided the skills, I was able to unravel a 
truth of her mother's fatal condi- heretofore insurmountable chunk 
tion. of my family fabric; flashing back 

As the troupe played back the through scattered memories to 
story, they captured the dilemma of grasp why I react to Christmas and 
a youngster trying to cope with the accompanying fanfare with 
normal feelings of elation at open- knee-jerk distrustfulness and 
ing Christmas gifts, juxtaposed apprehension. 
against the look of pain in her Watching the playing-off of sib
mother's eyes, which dug like a lings against each other, the super
dagger into her heart. ficial attempt to glue a broken faro-

The• child knew intuitively. from · . ily back together for one day, the 
the seriousness in her mother's mixture of a genuine intention to 
face, as did we, the witnesses of give of ourselves and the sordid 
this childhood snapshot, that this propensity to shatter each other's 
would be one of their last dreams and sabotage happiness 
Christmas' spent alive together. was intense. 

The cataclysmic power of play- I could feel the slew of tumul-
back theatre and its potential for tuous years riddled with unre
reconciliation with the past and solved and unmet needs, and the 
subsequent transformation of the accumulated damage that had 
future was vibrantly available to all scarred my family's ability to love 
those who wished to glimpse its each other or achieve abiding 
presence Saturday night. peace, which played itself out her-

Through my own storytelling rifically and uncontrollably on 

'1'm 86 yeard oLd, but you hare 
made me feeL young again!" 

-YOUR COMMUNITY STEINWAY 

We wish to thank the organizations and individuals who so generously contributed to 
the 88 Key Fundraiser. With their support $8600.00 was raised, the major restoration 
of the piano is now complete and a new piano bench has been purchased. BRAVO! 

Individuals and organizations contributing to the Steinway Renovation fund: 

Alistair Brogan Toni Gainor Allen & Joan McConnell Christine Torgrirnson 
Susan Brown Robert & Patricia Gorman John & Pip Moore Manson & Mary Toynbee 

Denis Browne & Pat Daniel Maria & Roland Graham Eugene Nesmith Adney & Gwenyth Tuttle 
Pat & Grace Byrne Elmar & Linde Heimbach Alex & Victoria Olchowecki Ganges Garment Company 

Joanne & Tom Cartwright John & Alicia Herbert Harold & Gladys Page Salt Spring Music Guild 
TillyCrawl~y Connie Holmes Marion Patterson Johann Strauss Foundation 

Mary Crickmore Bob & Nairn Howe Donna Regen -
Roy & Cathy Cronin Erica !bing & Gundrin Hancock Carol Reiner 

Salt Spring Concert Band 

Bradley & Geoff Cronin Nancy James Denis & Susan Russell 
H. Hazenboom Construction 

Jean Elder Robert Jones Dennis Seward G/ Community Arts Foundation 

Julie Elizabeth Wendy Kaye Lorna Simpson Salt Spring Singers 

Noni & Jim Fogarty Muriel Leask AnkeSmeele Cantus Singers 

Louise Foulis Ken and Jill Lee Denny & Rita Thomas Nailcai Gallery 

Barbara Freitas Betty Maryon Mark & Debbi Toole Women of Note 

Thank you & Season's Greetings from the piano committee members: Paul Gravett, Nancy James, Chris Kodaly, Ken Lee & Irish Nobile. 

~ 
----._ 

Photo by Anastada Wilde 

2001 
The New Years 
· ·Eve 

$ Oance 
• Door prizes 

• Gift baskets worth $30.00 
• Special Beverages 
• Fabulous Dinner 

***************** 
Tickets now on sale $25.00 per person 

MEADEN HALL, ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

r WITH 

''SwEET POTATO'' ' 
NO COVER CHARGE 

~ Dancing 
~ Late Night Menu 
~ Party Favours 

:,r 

:r 
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Hylands 
delivers 
'riveting' 
reading 
By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Staff 

Vivid images of a child's 
Christmas in Wales were made 
memorable on Friday by a riveting 
reading of the Dylan Thomas clas
sic. 

Actor Scott Hylands presented 
the poem on the ArtSpring stage 
after several performances earlier 
in the day at local schools. 

The only fault with Hylands ' 
otherwise stellar performance was 
the slip he made in referring to 
Wales as part of England. 
Audience response was loud and 
immediate, and Hylands quickly 
corrected himself. 

We soon forgave hirr:, as the 
half-hour recitation of A Child 's 
Christmas in Wales kept us spell
bound. I'm not much for readings. 
I prefer reading to myself than 
having others read to me. 

So I made the most of the tea 
and scones that came with the 
price of admission, determined to 
get my money's worth. I needn't 
have been so miserly - and over 
four bucks, at that. 

Hylands gave us more than our 
money's worth with a skilful read
ing that truly set the stage for the 
Christmas season. 

If one hadn't been feeling the 
spirit of Christmas before Friday, 
the tales of the cats, the fire, the 
uncles and the aunts certainly 
would have brought it on. 

This performance, staged late 
Friday afternoon along with 
refreshments and music by Terry 
Warbey before the show, was an 
excellent idea. The turnout wasn't 
large, but then many islanders had 
been left stranded by the snow or 

were fearful of freezing tempera
tures and the second predicted del
uge of the white stuff. 

I hope something similar - if 
not exactly the same - can be pre
sented again next Christmas or 
even annually. 

FolkLife Festival applications due 
Gulf Islands craftspeople, 

sidewalk artists and merchants 
are invited to apply for a spot at 
the huge 30th annual Northwest 

. Folklife Festival in Seattle. 
The festival attracts more than 

200,000 people, making it among 
the region's signature events and 
one of fhe largest free festivals in 
the U .S . 

Next year it will be held from 
May 25-28 at Seattle Center. 

Applications have the follow
ing deadlines. 

tions. 
For information and applica

tions, call (206) 684-7300, e-mail 

folklife@nwfolklife.org or see 
the Northwest Folklife website at 
www.nwfolklife.org. 

For crafts, January 22, 2001; 
the Uncommon Market , 
January 23; Music Emporium, 
January 30; and Sidewalk 
Artists (children's performers), 
February 8. 

The Northwest Folklife organi
zation celebrates the vitality of 
folk, ethnic and traditional arts 
for present and future genera-

Teddy Bear~ Take-Out 
BOTTOM OF GANGES HILL • 537-2578 

-~loilg <!&rutt:roA~ ,_ ...... ·} ·· ttL Art"''Sprl· ·' f @~ •• ' IIi ~ 

··.: ~,l;:;;,: ·: . -~/ !i;;:~ ~· · " 
C(iJfl,S. joi. IJ.· ?th~·whole D~c~rnb~r ~1. 7:00 prn 

:.· .,· • . 'c<·· . i\ 0J •.•.• ~-l"' I 

c'Oftt~ulfty)"Jor an evening 
.....-..,> "'~· >··',// /~"''-'>:<·.:::··:>1;-., 

of rfi(ls .. •' ,rf~~d~ing<a"n d 
)<.. t' .... "''"" ,../> 

Christm . st.reats. ,.?.·. 
Sing a Songlig; Christmas Joys 

Fa-la-la {la-la, Ia-Ia-Ia-Ia 
Mother, father, girls and boys 

Fa-/a-/a-/a-/a, Ia-Ia-Ia-Ia 
Come to ArtSpring this December 

Fa-/a-/a-/a-/a, /a-la-/a-/a 
Music, fun, a night to remember 

Admission free with a contribution to the food bank. 

A TALE FOR THE TELLING: Renowned Salt Spring actor Scott 
Hylands performs Dylan Thomas' A Child's Christmas in Wales 
at ArtSpring on Friday. Photo byDerrdlundy 

RICK'S GULF ISLAND PLUMBING 
537-2929 

Rick, Derek & Lorraine 
hope their customers have a safe and · 
happy holiday, and they look forward to 

helping them in the New Year. 

I extend my warmest wishes 
to you for a joyous Season. 
I feel privileged to have you 

as my customers. 
LANA 

Jtf lofu.ers 
& ~in.e 

t.NEtv YEAR'S 
~DINNER at 

Sunday, December 31, 2000 
Enjoy the sounds of Barrington Perry on piano 

CHOICE OF APPETIZER: ~ 
Fruits of the Sea in Puff Pastry 

fresh mussels, swimming scallops, prawns, 
salmon, baby lobster in Chardonnay and fresh basil sauce. 

Oriental Salmon Cakes 
with cucumber, lemon and ginger sauce 

Baked Phyllo Pastry 
stuffed with shiitake mushrooms, wild rice, pecans and brie, 

served with fresh herb and roasted garlic aioli 

CHOICE OF ENTREE: 
Live Atlantic Lobster 

with papaya and champagne sauce, saffron risotto 

Fillet of Beef Tenderloin Medallions 
with tawny port demiglace 

Pesto-crusted Lamb Strip Loin 
with fresh rosemary. dijon mustard and Cinzano sauce 

Gnocchi Quattro Formaggi 
light potato dumplings in four cheese sauce 

CHOICE OF DESSERT: 
Tiramisu · our specialty 

Blackberry Creme Brulee I Belgian Chocolate Truffle Torte 
~ 

• Tea or Coffee Q :. ~ 

~ $40 per person J~ 
0 Reservations recommended: Spm - 9pm Cl' 

v L'o.. 537-5979 •• ~ 
• v vO~ •• C • 
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Community carol sing all ready 
with some surprises at ArtSpring 

While ArtSpring hasn't been 
around long enough to qualify for 
"tradition" status, the first of its 
events to reach that realm will no 
doubt be the annual Christmas 
community carol sing. 

The first one was held at 
ArtSpring's official open house 
party weekend in early December 
of 1998, even though the facility 
was, not rented until February of 
the next year. 

Last year's version was a stand
ing-room-only choir and communi
ty fest, and, Tbursday '.s .third.annuaL 

· Sing-along Christmas at ArtSpring 
promises to continue the wave of 
good feelings. 

~ The family event will feature five 
choirs, the Bandemonium Brass 
Quintet, Mahaka Shira as winner of 
the Driftwood Christmas songwrit
ing contest, audience singing of 
several carols - including the 
Hallelujah Chorus as a finale -
and some secret treats. 

"I think it would be safe to say 
there will be some surprises," said 

Shirley Bunyan, multiple choir 
leader and accompanist who is 
organizing the event along with 
Richard Moses of the ArtSpring · 
board and the quintet, with Jill 
Tarswell doing the stage manage
ment. 

Performing groups are the 
Fernwood Elementary and Salt 
Spring Island Middle School 
choirs, the United Church and Lost 
Chord seniors choir, and Cantus 
Early Music Singers. Anke Smeele 
will also sing Panis Angelicus as a 
solo. r.<"' -, ..,- :#1 ~; ~ 

Quintet members include Moses, 
Dawn Hage, Murray Hunter, 
Simon Millerd and Gary Dunn. 
They will accompany the mass 
singing of choirs from the 
Driftwood songbook, with Hage 
providing a descant through the 
piccolo trumpet. 

"The thing that makes the night 
so popular is that people really love 
to get together and sing familiar 
carols," observed Moses. 

From the ArtSpring board's point 

of view, this is one of two annual 
free events it ·wants to give to the 
community, the other one being 
held on Canada Day. 

Anyone with scores of the 
Hallelujah Chorus should bring 
them along. 

Copies of An Island Christmas, 
which contains the carol lyrics, wilt 
be available at ArtSpring. 

A special part of last year's event 
was the final public performance of 
Mary Williamson, who delivered 
comedy wearing a stunning Santa 
Claus dress. 

While host Vaughn Fulford 
might have a hard time topping 
Williamson's costume, it's proba
bly safe to assume Fulford may 
have a few tricks up his sleeve. 

While the music starts at 7 
p.m. on December 21, Bunyan 
recommends people get to 
ArtSpring by 6:30 to ensure they 
have a seat. 

Admission is donation of a non
perishable food item for the Salt 
Spring Food Bank. 

Book gift benefits SS Appeal fund 
For people thinking of ways 

to benefit the Salt Spring 
Appeal fund while giving a 
knock-out Christmas gift, Great 
Gange~ Book Co. has the 
answer. 

Shop owner Sabine Swierenga 
has acquired several copies of a 
stunning, large-format, limited 
edition art book called The 
Fletcher Challenge Canada 
Collection. 

Published in 199 I, it contains 
fine reproductions of the work 
of 31 Canadian artists, includ
ing the likes of Alex Colville, 
E.J. Hughes, Toni Onley, Mary 
Pratt and Robert Davidson. 

Swierenga is selling the books 
for only $65 - when first 
released in 1991 they sold for 
$150. 

At least $50 will be donated 
to the Salt Spring Appeal. 

Swierenga notes the irony of 
how the book sale proceeds gen
erated by pulp and paper com
pany Fletcher Challenge will be 
returned "to the trees ." 

The book is on display at the 
store at 105 McPhillips Avenue. 

Another local, socially-con
scious gift-giving idea is to 
donate to .The Land 
Conservancy of B.C. in the 
name of the gift receiver. Salt 

Spring Appeal funds are collect
ed under the conservancy's ban-

ner. Call them at (250) 479-
8053. 

-\) Christmas with fJ 

.Salt::. .Sp..-'-"-9' s ~k...-'-.st~as 

t..-acl'-.t'-.o"- vv'-.tk. f""- Cl"-cl 

"-ost:.alr:r'-.a fo..- t:.k.e e"-1:.'-...-e fa~a'4. 

~ JY••~ 
Tickets ~ q/~7 

December 20, 7:oo p.m. .specte~L P...-~ce! 4j;5 
December 22, 7:oo p.m. 

December 2 3, 2:oo p.m. & 7:oo p.m. 

call the ArtSpring Box Office for tickets 
537-2102 

KC ON THE WAY: KC Kelly set Talons Restaurant afire last 
Wednesday when he held his a release party for his new CD 
Way. Kelly is now off to the States for a while. PhotobyDerricklundy 

~ 
HniR A~C HOTEL 

ASK ABDUl 
OUR ••• 

BAD HAIR DAY 
• Gift Certificates 
• Stocking Stoffers 

Book now for your 
New Years Eve 

hair appointment 

MANICURES • PEDICURES 
IN THE 

HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL 
(side entrance) 537-4404 
9am-Spm Tuesday-Saturday 

Hastings House 
RELAIS & CHATEAUX 

cJoin us for the OColzdaps 

December 25 serving Traditional Christmas Dinner 

December 26 open for Boxing Day Dinner 

c}(ew ~ears ~ve 
O::Vinner 

followed by an evening with Deb Toole 

We wish you warm and wonderful holidays. 

Hastings House 
will be closed January 2nd to March 15th. 

We look forward to serving you 
in 2001. 

160 UPPER GANGES RD., SALT SPRING ISLAND 

1-800-661-9255 • 250-537-2362 

_.-

,., _ 
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PANCAKES 
AND SANTA: 
Santa and his 
helpers dish out a 
bit of Iovin' with 
bags of candy and 
oranges at Fulford 
Hall's annual 
Breakfast with 
Santa. The event, 
which took place 
Sunday morning at 
the hall, served up 
pancakes, juice and 
sausages to about 
100 adults and chil
dren. A visit from 
Old Saint Nick 
topped off the 
activity. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Ministry accepts application 
to expand violence program 

A few months into its elevated 
form as a federally-funded, 
"national demonstration project," 
Women and Violence: Education 
is Prevention is steaming along 
in School District #64. 

Project coordinator Lynda 
Laushway told the school board 
last Wednesday that the feedback 
has been great so far, with stu
dents excited and the teachers 
expressing strong support. 

"We've had tremendous coop
, eration from teachers and admin
istrators for making it happen," 
said Laushway. 

Women and Violence: 
Education is· Prevention was a 
successful pilot project run coop
eratively by SWOVA Research 
Society .and the Gulf Islands 
School District. 

An application to continue and 
expand the project was accepted 
by the federal justice ministry, 
with $654,900 in funding 
approved by the National Crime 
Prevention Centre for both the 
project itself and a separate 
research component to determine 
its effectiveness. 

Islander Judi Stevenson, who 
is heading up the research wing, 
also addressed the board. She 
explained that it was "a distinct 
requirement" of the justice min
istry that the research arm be 

housed separately and entirely 
independent of the main project. 
Therefore, she is working under 
the Salt Spring Community 
Services Society umbrella. 

Laushway said students in 
grades 7, 8, 9 and 11 will receive 
14 one-hour educational sessions 
related to violence prevention in 
this school year. 

Parent Marilyn Marshall asked 
presenters when Grade 10 and 12 
students would receive the pro
gram. 

Laushway said it was deter
mined in the pilot project that 
grades 7-9 were the most impor
tant years to receive the training, 
with a senior year deemed more 
apprqpriate to gauge the effec
tiveness. 

Laushway stressed the "cutting 
edge" nature of the project, espe
cially in its use of high school 
students to co-facilitate the work. 

She also reported that with 
"minimal Internet advertising," 
the workbook Freedom From 
Fear, created by teens with the 
help of adult facilitators, has 
been in great demand, with 
copies sold in every Canadian 
province, New Zealand and 
Australia. They are being pur
chased by school districts, uni
versities, health societies and 
similar groups. 

"People are struggling all over 
Canada to do something about 
violence prevention .... " she 
said. 

The only snag encountered to 
date is how to deliver the pro
gram to Outer Islands students in 
a financially feasible way. 

Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic 
Wishes all our "friends" and their owners 

:itappy :ftolidays 
Please note these Holiday changes 

. . 
Monday Dec. 25 - CLOSED 

26-CLOSED 

PHONE 537-5334 (REGULAR HRS. & AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES) 

GULF ISLANDS DRIF1WOOD 

CAR & LIGHT TRUCK 

lt'5 time to get all 5pruced up for 5ome holiday merrymaking. We hope our 
service 5Ui~ed you well thi5 year, and we wi5h you a wonderful holiday. 

From Linda, Carol, Frank, Ivy, Jeremy, Karla, Mary Anne, Pat 

SALT SPRING--
Linen & Drycleaners Ltd. 

116 Hereford Ave., Ganges, 537-2241 

1. Raindrops, Raindrops• 
Falling on the ground 

Seasons Greetings 
Good friends all around 

1,2,3,4,5. Chorus: 
We're having a Groove Time 

A swingin' an' swell time 
No worries, be well time 

We'll sing a song, and play a tune .... 

2. Lighting candles 
Warming up the town 

Yuletide hay rides 
Clip,clop, goes the sound 

2. Chorus 

3. Fires burning 
Chestnuts roasted brown 

Midnight, moonlight 
Mistletoe abounds 

3. Chorus 
4. Chorus 

5. Chorus .. .. al Coda .. .. 

6. Coda .... We'll sing a song, and play a tune .... 
We'll sing a song ............................ .. 
................................. and play a tune. 

• if it snows, substit~te snowflakes, snowflakes 

- Published by the Driftwood and ArtSpring -
- By Permission of Copyright Owner -

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 
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What's new 
in business? 
By ROMANA FREY 
Driftwood Contributor 

Looking for Salt Spring Island 
businesses on line? www.gulfis
lands.com hosts an extensive num
ber of business websites under the 
following categories: computer ser
vices, real estate, shopping, ser
vices, construction, as well as food, 
drink and farms. A health and well
ness directory, wedding services 
directory and where to stay accom
modations guide can be accessed 
from: 

www.gulfislands.net. 

ON THE 
STREET 
Then there's www.saltspring

market.com, which has links to 
over 100 local artisan sites, plus 
links to crafts, farmers, growers 
and food. You can even order a 
Preserve and Protect Calendar 
online through a secure site! 

If you're looking for a complete 
listing of Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce members, 
go to www.saltspringisland.bc.ca. 

• LifeCall is a personal emergen
cy response system that provides 
immediate, event-specific assis
tance for the chronically ill, physi
cally challenged, or those living 
alone. Angie Mills is a local repre
sentative of Helio Enterprises, 
which is an agent of LifeCall. For 
more information, call 537-4798 or 
e-mail: 

angelinamills@ hotmail.com. 
• Dr. Cory Seebach has moved 

to a new location -under a new 
n'ame - Oceanview Dental Qinic. 

The part-time island dentist, who 
purchased Dr. Peter Braun's busi
nbss over two years ago, can now 
be found at #5-104 Rainbow Road, 
across from the school board office. 

Seebach practises on Salt Spring 
four days per month with a main 
focus on full-mouth restoration and 
cosmetic dentistry. He also works 
full-time in Campbell River where 
he lives. 

His local staff includes hygienist 
Sandra Fergusen, currently work
ing one to two days per week, 
office manager and dental assistant 
Marianne Banman, and recep
tionist Rosalind Drebert. 

The office can be reached at 537-
4691. 

• Salt Spring Island is getting a 
reputation as a very co-operative 
community! We're home to the 
Growing Circle Food Co-op, the 
Salt Spring Island Organic Apple 
Co-op, the Gulf Island Spinning 
Mill Co-op, and the Salt Spring 
Island Fibre Studio Co-op. 

Several new community co-ops 
are emerging, including a trans
portation/tourism co-op, a market
ing co-op for the Fulford area, and 
a home services co-op. Interested? 
Call Romana Frey at 653-9312 or 
e-mail to RomanaFrey@aol.com. 

If you've recently started a busi
ness, added a product line or new 
service, hired staff, launched a 
website, or won an award, we'd 
like to share the good news! 

Romana Frey can be reached at 
653-9312 or e-mail 
RomanaFrey@aol.com. 

N E w·s B-EAT 

ARTIST AT WORK: Salt Spring artist Adrien Town creates 
beautiful artwork as she sells her wares at the Last Minute 
Christmas Craft Faire held last weekend at Mahon Hall. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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AUNTED 
BO KSHOP 

Buys, Sells and 
- n~~ -Appraises "'"~ ··
quality used books 

in all subjects 
• 

(250) 656-8805 

PREFABRICATED 
HOMES~· & COTTAGES 

"THE VALDEZ" 

Introducing 
the New 

"Island Series" 
• "Do-it-yourself" Building Kits 
• Flexible Designs 
• Delivered to site, by road or 

water, anywhere in BC 
Quality precision assembled 
components for easy 
construction 

PACIFIC 
HOMES 
Call 1-800-667-3511 
www.pacific-homes.com 

19486-601h Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 8E5 3730 Trans. Can. Hwy., Cobble Hill, BC VOR 1 LO 
Tel: (604) 534-0656 Fax: (604) 534·4990 Tel: (250) 743·5584 Fax: (250) 

Get the Best Picture & Sound Available 
from your System 

• Free Site Survey 
• Professional Guaranteed Installation 
• 8 Years Custom Installation Experience 

{@uantum Systems Design Ltd. 
Custom Audio & Video 
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KEEPING THE WHEELS OF SALTSPRING TURNING SINCE 1975 
• Designated inspection facility • Diesel repairs 
• Licensed mechanics • ALL makes & models 
• Praxair Depot • SPeCializing in imports 
Robin Wood • Mike Reynolds 

181 A BEDDIS ROAD, SSI BC VBK 2J2 
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f!lhank You 
to all our customers 
for their support over the past year. 

Have a happy & safe holiday 
season & we look forward 
to seeing you in the New Year. 

MEN • WOMEN • KIDS 
Grace Point Square 537-8999 
Monday-Saturday lOam - 5pm 

r-------- -.--• 
I ·,.,~ SSI Directory 
I 

The Lions Club will soon begin work on the 
2001-2_002 issue of the SSI Directory 

I 
I 

I BUSINESS LISTINGS PERSONAL LISTINGS I 
I 

If you are in our current Directory 
you will automatically receive a 

I 
renewal package early in January. 
Please call us with your new 

1 
address if you haye moved. 

. NEW ADVERTISER? If you are I nqt in our cyrrent Directory but 
would like to advertise in tl;le ne~t 

I edition, please call us at 537-2000 
or email: lionsdirectory@salt-

1 spring.com and leave us your 
name, address & phone number 

I requesting our Advertiser 
Information package. You will 

I 
receive the package in early 
January. .. ____ ~ 

If the answer is yes to any of the ~ 
following questions: 
• You are not in the current 

Directory but wish to be in the I 
next one, 

• Your phone# is not in your name I 
but you want to be listed, 
You live on Salt Spring but don't 
have a phone and wish to be list- I 
ed s6 people can find you, 

• . You "have a phone # you wish to I 
be unlisted, 

It's time to send · in the completed 

1 yellow card located in your current 
directory, or look for the black 
boxes which will be located at the I 
Post Office, Bank of Montreal, 
Thrifty Foods or GYM, fill out a 
card and drop it in the black box. I 

We'll take it from there! .I -----
• BRITISH 

COLUMBIA 

Ministry of 
Transportation 
and Highways 

Advance Public Notice 
Load · Restrictions 

Pursuant to Section 23 of the Highway Act, Notice is 
hereby given that load restrictions may be placed, on 
short notice in the near future, on all highways in the 
following Highway Districts: South, Central and North 
island. Restrictions will be imposed in each district 
individually, as conditions warrant. 

The restrictions will limit vehicles to 1 00%, 70% or 50% 
of legal axle' weight, as allowed under the regulations 
pursuant to the Commercial Transportation Act. All term 
overload permits will be invalid for the duration of the 
restrictions. The public, and trucking and transportation 
companies, should govern themselves accordingly. 

Your cooperation in-adhering to the above regulations will 
be appreciated. 

Brian Barker 
Manager, Regional Operations & Maintenance 
Vancouver Island Region 

December 2000 
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HIGH ROLLERS: From left, early Davenport, Megan Henry 
and birthday girl Shannon Davenport roll their bowling balls at 
Kings Lane Receation. The bowling party coincided with the 
highly SUCCeSSfUl Weekend b0Wiath0n. PhotobyDerrk klundy 

Michael Byron 
Electric #38235 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
RENOVATIONS 

SERVICE UPGRADES 
SERVICE CALLS 

Ph:537-9825 
email: tbyron@saltspring.com 

Add 
colour. 
for 

PO 
Call Peter 
or Fiona 
and ask 
about 
our 
discount 
colour 
rates 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 

High 
bowlers
named 

High scores in Kings Lane 
bowling league play last week 
were: 

Tuesday morning seniors: 
Ken Robinson, 200; Rita 
Brown, 210; Cliff Jory, 209. 

Special Olympics: Gloria 
Dale, 166, 176; Kathy Kean, 
145; Terry Swing, 161; Stuart 
Elliott, 181, 239; Mahjor Bains, 
147, 181, 245; Sharon Way, 
165, 183; Jimmy Beck, 140, 
170; Mahjor Bains 181; Maggie 
Ready, 151; Jesse Maron, 185 . 

Golf Ladies: Chris Locke, 
214 

Circus League: Ron 
Cunningham, 222, 209; Lance 
Leask, 223; Ben Cooper, 207; 
Brian Radford, 206; Peter 
Brodie, 202. 

BOWLATHON: From left, Amanda Dodds, Chip Chipman and 
Pauline Bath survey the remarkable crop of canned goods {plus 
$200 cash) donated to the food bank via the weekend 
bowlathon at King's Lane Recreation. The event will be a go 
next year: Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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2531 BEACON AVE. . Ll_j 
"Sidney By The Sea" 

BOOElESS EYE a: fO.JNO 
*Marinalmt~eaU ~ . 00 I PREVIOUSLY FROZEN size 125·175 

~~n ~oast 6.35 kg L.uulb 

FROZEN FOODS 
DELNOR 
Small Peas 1kg pkg 
SARA LEE 
Apple Pie s249 pkg 
NIAGARA 
Orange Juice 341mttin 

*Sprite 
*Canada Dry 

Ginger Ale 

+dep.gg¢ 
2Lbtl 

SAVE UP TO $1.00 

~/ 
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GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

GRE TI N G S 

FROM ALL OF US! .. . 

·' -. 


