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Salt Spring woman recalls close ties with Trudeau 
By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Staff 

The death of Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau has jarred open a flood
gate of stories from a nation simul
taneously overwhelmed by grief 
and inspired by memories of 
Canada's flamboyant political 
icon. 

One such story originates here 
on Salt Spring and is told by an 87-
year-old island woman who met 
Trudeau when they were studying 
at the University of Montreal in the 
early 1940s. 

While millions of people in 
Canada have been indirectly 
touched by the former Canadian 
leader, Alice Bibeau Tester says 
she has remai ned in contact with 
Trudeau pers9nally for the past 58 
years. 

From her tiny home in Ganges, 
the petite Quebe~oise speaks with 
animation as she recounts the 
Trudeau she encountered in her 
university days roaming their 
Montreal homeland. 

"He was a real hippie ," Tester 
told the Driftwood. "He sometimes 
came to university with one white 
and one green sock." 

Four-foot, six-inch Tester may 
be small , but she is a brave soul 
and a rivetting storyteller. She 
explained the kids would refer to 
Trudeau as "hippie boy" because 
he drove a motorcycle and was 
always "running around." While 
students would play crack the 
whip, 21-year-old Trudeau would 
look on and laugh, she said, but he 
was reserved and would never join 
the game. 

Following his death on 
September 28, Tester said she was 
asked to appear on television with 
Trudeau's eldest son Justin, a 
request that she refused. 

"Pierre would be chasing us 
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FAMILY FRIENDS: Among the Trudeau memorabilia in Alice 
Bibeau Tester's home is this framed Christmas card from the 
Trudeaus with the family members' signatures on the back. 

around with a poker stick if he 
knew all the fuss we were making 
about him," she said. "He was a 
very private person and he really 
respected the privacy of everybody. 
He was a good man. He was hard 
to know, but when you knew him, 
you knew he was a good man. And 
he was really working for what 
was right." 

When Tester left Quebec to find 
a nursing job on the west coast in 
1942, she and Trudeau made a pact 

to stay in touch at least once a year, 
an agreement which was honoured 
until his passing. 

"We stayed in touch over the 
years," she confirmed. "It was a 
good friendship ... When we saw 
each other, we'd give each other a 
squeeze but it was never like those 
big kisses they have today. You 
know, sometimes I think I've 
missed something!" 

With an equal degree of respect 
and humour, Tester has followed 

the steps of her university pal 
through his assorted accomplish
ments and hardships- both politi
cal and personal. 

"When he got to Ottawa (as a 
politician) he had his car, he had a 
large trunk and he had his luggage. 
That was all of his possessions and 
the house was so big," she laughed. 

Trudeau's sons were another 
area of interest the Salt Spring 
woman traced over the years. 

"He had to run the country and 
take care of his three boys and it 
was not easy," she acknowledged. 
"He loved his country and he 
raised his kids to love this country. 
You see every one of us, we should 
make Canada a better country." 

After the death of his youngest 
son Michel in an avalanche while 
skiing tw.o years ago, Trudeau con
fessed to Tester that he partly 
blamed himself for what happened. 

"He raised them to be brave -
to do everything the best they_ 
could do. And Pierre said that 
maybe he pushed them too much." 

While Tester admitted the young 
Trudeau was studious and eager to 
make a difference in the world, she 
never fathomed he would become 
prime minister of Canada from 
1968 to 1979 and againfrom 1980 
to 1984. Reflecting back to her first 
impression of her life-long friend, 
she mostly remembered his strong 
drive to learn about Canada, the 
constitution and national history. 

"He disputed the fact that 
Jacques Cartier discovered 
Canada," Tester recalled. "He 
always said 'I want to know. I want 
to know and I want to do things for 
my country."' 

"All the time he was studying 
and studying and studying. I guess 
he was planning his life but never 
told anyone." 

Although Tester and Trudeau 
were like-minded on subjects like 
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Show tickets available from: 
Acoustic Planet & 
Stuff n' Nonsense 

national bilingualism, individual 
freedom and a united Canada, they 
disagreed on other fronts . 

"He was very strong-minded. 
We were friends but the minute we 
talked religion, we fought like cats 
and dogs," she said. 

According to Tester, Trudeau 
was a devout Catholic while her 
1 0-year education at a Montreal 
convent between ages seven and 
17 left her disillusioned with orga
nized religion. 

"In Quebec, you had a church 
every five miles. If there were 
eight children, three would be 
nuns and the other five priests," the 
retired nurse said of growing up in 
Montreal during the 1920s and 
'30s. 

It was . widely known that 
Trudeau was a wealthy man who 
inherited a large sum of money 
early in his life. 

"He was a millionaire when his 
father died when he was 13," 
Tester said. "But he was never a 
man to spend foolishly or let the 
money go to his head. He raised 
his boys to know that people' are 
people. Money doesn't make a 
person." 

Tester said she had sporadic vis
its and telephone calls from the 
former prime minister over the 
span of their nearly six-decade 
friendship. 

Inside her small Ganges resi
dence, vases of flowers adorned 
the shelves and tables last week, a 
symbol of respect and mourning 
for one of Canada's great leaders 
and a treasured friend . 

Privy to a 1982 Christmas card 
showing Trudeau with his sons 
Michel, Sacha and Justin, Tester 
retrieved a bag of nostalgic items 
tucked away in a nearby closet. 
Aside from Trudeau's family snap 
shot, her memorabilia included a 
written salutation from Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien. 

Back in 1994, Chretien sent 
Tester a birthday certificate which 
read, "Heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes on the occasion of 
your 80th birthday." 

Although Tester has met with 
discrimination throughout her life
time with regard to her physical 
size, she was never dwarfed by 
Trudeau, who she repeatedl y 
described as a forthright, just and 
good man. 

"Pierre had not an inch of 
racism in his blood," she said. "He 
wanted bilingualism and he want
ed a united Canada." 

Wh a t last message would 
Trudeau be sending out to 
Canadian youth? 

Embrace the diversity of 
Canadian heritage and experience 
both the English and French lan
guages and cultures , Tester 
responded 

"Canadian boys and girls need 
to learn to love this country. They 
need to Jearn about the constitu
tion. They need to learn about the 
beginning of Canada, her roots and 
history. You can ' t like a person if 
you don ' t know her. And if you 
don ' t know your country, how can 
you like it?" 
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SPINNING A 
Y A R N : 
Members of the 
Weavers and 
Spinners Guild 
demonstrated 
f ibre-related 
activities at an 
ArtSpring event 
Th ursday. For 
more photo
graphs check 
out the Photo 
Gallery at The 
Driftwood web
s i t e 
http://www. 
gulfislands.net. 

Festival serves up great artists 
By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Staff 

The creative pulse of local artists 
is often accelerated by the stunning 
beauty of their natural surroundings, 
and the upcoming Salt Spring 
Island: Where Art and Nature Meet 
festival underlines that vital connec
tion. 

Two solid weeks brimming with 
non-stop entertainment, participatory 
events, art auction and delectable 
food for thought will thunder 
through ArtSpring theatre and 
gallery October 24 to November 5. 

Slated as a fundraiser for the Salt 
Spring Appeal with donations ulti
mately administered by The Land 
Conservancy of B.C. to protect and 
purchase local lands, the festival 
started out as an art sale but has 
since blossomed into a multi-faceted 
event of great proportions. 

'"The event has taken on a life of 
its own," said organizer and artist 
Sue Pratt, who called the two weeks 
at ArtSpring "a microcosm of our 

· community." 
A frenzy of e~citement and bustle 

of creative juices is permeating the 
pre-festival atmosphere, with sug
gestive themes like "sacred spaces" 
and "creative island people" pro
pelling art activists into forward 
motion. 

John Pottinger will nudge opening 
night along by introducing a panel of 
humour writers to the community 
during the Out to Launch literary 
presentation on Tuesday, October 
24. Irreverent humour is the thread 
woven throughout the evening of 
laughter which featureS well-known 
authors Briony Penn, Arthur Black 
and Jim Black. 

Bird enthusiast John Neville will 
take the helm on October 26 for an 
exciting sail through the world of 
bird harmonies . "He's quite an 
extraordinary birder;· said Pratt. "It 
will be a night of bird songs and 
slides and talking about birds of this 
region. Every one of the events has 
some theme about creativity and 
nature." 

High-profile environmental 
speaker and scientist David Suzuki 
visits the ArtSpring stage Friday 
night, a ticketed event which will 
cost $12 for the waged and $7 for 
the unwaged. The October 27 pres
entation will also see performer 
Susheela Dawne offer a song in hon
our of the people who have been 
arrested in connection with clear-cut 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

logging. 
· 'The issues I see on Salt Spring 

are a miniature view of the planet as 
a whole;' Suzuki told the Driftwood 
Monday. 

"Salt Spring is a finite place and 
the pressures of development and its 
demands become intense. For exam
ple, what do you do with your 
garbage when you live on an island? 
We live in a time where industrial 
leaders are telling us that economy is 
everything. I am going to show that 
this is a crazy bottom line to cling to 
and that nature must be incorporated 
into our survival." 

On the tails of Suzuki's night at 
ArtSpring, prolific nature photogra
pher Jonathan Grant will delve ever 
deeper into illustrating the link 
between art and nature on October 
28. A plan to tackle the philosophical 
relationship between photographer 
and equipment will unfold naturally 
in Grant's You Don't Take Pictures 
You Make Pictures presentation. 

''Cast awl!)' the idea that you buy a 
newfangled camera and take better 
pictures. We need to put the photog
rapher back into the equation ... Art 
is represented in nature repeatedly, 
that's where it starts. I go out into 
nature and try not to get in f!Ie way." 

Enhancing the slide-show/instruc
tive evening will be musician Peter 
Prince, performing a set of his own 
music with listeners encouraged to 
relax and enjoy a glass of wine with 
the show. 

All festival presentations held in 
the ArtSpring gallery are by donation 
and kick off at 7:30p.m. The only 
fixed entrance fees applied to 
ArtSpring theatre shows like David 
Suzuki's October 27 talk. 

A silent art auction runs through 
the whole two weeks, with potential 
buyers urged to keep the bids rolling 
at the gallery. 

Keep your eyes and ears tuned for 
next week's Driftwood outlining the 
remaining festivities in the works for 
Salt Spring Island: Where Art and 
Nature Meet. Pumpkin-carving fam
ily day, Robert Bateman, Bristol 
Foster and a final art sale led by 
mighty auctioneer Arvid Chalmers 
are among the selections running 
October 29 to November 5. 

''This festival is about looking at 
the grand picture . . . Let's wake up. 
Let's be proactive. The benefits will 
be far reaching if we can keep our 
eyes open to the bigger prize. If we 
can't do this on Salt Spring, where in 
the world can it happen?" Pratt said. 

Shari 
Ulrich 
performs at 
ArtSpring 
Saturday, 
October21 

8:00pm 

Multi-talented, two-time Juno winner Shari Ulrich 
performs vocals, violin, mandolin, dulcimer and 
piano in an evening of her original songs. Joining 
Shari will be Bill Runge (piano, soprano sax, flute, 
accordion) and Linda Kidder (bass, vocals). 

$16 adults/$14 student 

There's sometl!ing new at 

~J_ 
HniR n~c HOTEL 

Introducing: 
Lesley, esthetician 

Waxing, Manicures, Pedicures & Eyelash Tinting. 
Available Tuesday & Friday. 

Other appointments upon request. 

SKIN BASICS 
Turn Back the Clock! 

Visit our store and meet Elham 
formerly of Aveda, and receive 

a complimentary mini-facial and a free gift 
Saturday Oct. 21st 1 0-Spm 

SALTS PRING 

S9ADW6RK~ 
DOWNTOWN GANGES • 537-2701 

• Satellite coverage of games nightly 
• Wednesdays - promo & prize night starts Nov. 1/00 
• Canuck game tickets 
• Wednesday's are also WING NIGHT 
• Beginning Nov. 3/00, every 

Friday in the Lounge 
"Patrick's Mystery Buffet Lunch" 
hot buffet plus coffee or pop 
$8.95 includes tax 

11:30 am-1:00pm 
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Dancers depict Emily Carr's life 
As lush as an Emily Carr paint

ing, the Jennifer Mascall Dance 
Co. from Vancouver is presenting 
a multi-disciplinary performance 
event at ArtSpring on Friday night. 

Salt Spring's dance communi
ty is buzzing with anticipation 
about Brutal Telling, a dramatic 
depiction of the life of one of 
B.C.'s most celebrated artists. 

It features dancers Ann Cooper, 
Alasoun Payne and Desiree 
Dunbar - who all play Carr at 
some time during the show, along 
with other roles - slides of Emily 
Carr's work, narration and a strik
ing original soundscore. 

Mascall, its choreographer, 
stresses that Brutal Telling is also 
accessible and offers something 
for everyone. 

"It's provocative but available to 
people of all ages, so it's a family 
show," she said. "At the same time 
it shows (Carr's) strident and pecu
liar life. She has to deal with issues 
of racism . There's no nudity but 
she addresses going to a life draw
ing class when you're 18 and from 
Victoria; or being ashamed at a 
birthday party as a little girl 
because you did everything wrong 

But Brutal Telling does not 
dwell on Carr's negative experi
ences, added Mascall. Instead it 
illuminates· the struggle that led to 
creation of her very spiritual and 
universally uplifting paintings. 

PRIME-TIME: Salt Spring children are enthralled by a face
making, musically entertaining Rick Scott at an ArtSpring 
show on Saturday. The atmosphere of the event was 
enhanced by an anonymous purchase of 105 tickets that were 
handed out free to those who might not otherwise have been 
able tO attend. PhotosbyDerricklundy 

A Vancouver Sun review 
described Brutal Telling as "a bril
liant stream-of-consciousness per
formance work," and noted that 
Mascall, writer-director Penelope 
Stella and composer Veda Hille 
"have created an astounding syn
thesis of disciplines ... rich, seam
less and full of startling insight." 

Brutal Telling has been per
formed between 150 and 200 
times, and in such prestigious 
locales as festivals in Italy and 
Edinburgh, where audiences loved 
the show even if they were not 
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HEAD FOR 
DUNCAN THIS· WEEK, 

(we'll pay your ferry fare*) 

AND SHOP FOR YOUR CAR, 
VAN OR TRUCK THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 

Bow-Mel Chryslet at Country Gtocerl 
See all our new and used vehicles outside on the 

Country Grocer corner. Test drive the new 2001 models, 
and get your FREE PUMPKIN! 

- 0% Rnanclng on cettaln models 
- Dealer CASH to you - up to 13000 

- 150 grocery voucher bonus when you buy or lease 
Monday to Saturday 
October 16th • 21st 

10am • &pm 

*Car & driver, 
when you tafe a demo drive. 

bring this ad with you. 

• 748·8144 

familiar with the western Canadian 
context. 

The dance company is also 
doing a Gulf Islands Secondary 
presentation, and Mascall is lead
ing a workshop through Anna 
Haltrecht's dance studio on 

• Bratwurst and all the trimmings 
......................................... ............... $7.50 

• Karaoke sing·a·long after supper 

,?'''"""·\ Royal 
t 1 Canadian Legion Branch 92 

... -........ 
• SUNDAY DINNER 

azz 
••••••••••• 
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······················~····················· 



Logging .. -see and 
draft horses Max and Bart strut their stuff al;.131 Demetri Way, off 
.Beaver Point Road, on '!Iiursday, October 19, 1 p.m. 

• Coastal Waterbird Survey - a talk and sljde.show presented py 
Steppanie Hazlitt of .Sj~f( Studies Canada.· ,All ·Saints E!Y·the.· ·· · 
Fr,iclaY· October 20,7 Pc.:!p! lilfo: Naocy, 537·9~?· · · 

• World-famous Harte~ :crowns ·entertain tne crowd at the GIJI 
Islands Secondary SchoOl gymnasium when they take on the high 
school boys Scorpions t~am on Saturday, October 21 at 7 p.m., 
(Doors open at 6 for bl!st seats.) Advance. tickets $6 at Royal 
LePage .or from team members; $7 at the door. ' 

Di.sttict ''A" Farmers ~itutes AGM is at the Farme';s lnsiitute 'dn 
Saturday, October 21 . Meeting runs from 9:29·11 a.m., followed by 
a rJJ?rketing board p~nel from 11-noon; lunch· from noon to 1 p.m., 
and a keynote address on water quality and availability by Les Swain 
of the Ministry of Environment, Lands and ParksJrom 1·2 p.m. VISit 
to Gu~ Islands Spinning Mill is at 3 p.m. Gall Mike or Bev Byron at 
653-4450 if you want the l,amb .and beef barbecue lunch. 

• Sectmd Annual Salt Spring Island Apple Festival - Pick up;a: 
map and identification button at either Fulford Hall or Ganges Info 
Centre for $10 (benefits the island's organic apple co-op) and take a. 
self-guided tour of more than a 'dozen orchards, farms and ttleese::. 

on selected 
HORROR FILMS 
For the month 
of October 

producif;lli ope~tions, and enjoy the multi-faceted display at Fulford 
Hall. Sunday, October 22, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. •• 

• · Chongtul R~ from India gives two Tibetan Buddhism presen
tations atli~ Lloyd's beautiful ;~bam• at 190 F,leynolds Road on 
~~· . 22. lntr~ to Tibetan Bu~d~~ . and peacl! 
medrtat . 3:30·5:30.p.m .. .Potluck dinner lrOni ,5:30-7 p.m:, 
followed introduction lor people With some . experience In 
Buddhism from 7-9 p.m. SUggested donation $10 per sessiOn or $15 
for both.Jnfo: Judith at 537-9339: · 

• Workers Compensation Advocacy Program- hear Dan Barrett 
and Paul Me~arlane discuss the independent service for clients and 
couhse[lor~~: .AtSaltSpringpornmunity Services board room on i 
Wedneldiy; October 25, 1 p.m. free. Pre-register through Family · 
Place, 537-9176. · 

• Co-ops Work! is a free introductory workshop held every Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Learn about types of co-ops, hear about local 
groups which have received funding for co-ops, and discuss your 
ideas to see if a co-op would work for you. Call Romana Frey at 653· 
9~12 ·to register. ·'' · 

• Book Study. Group at the United Church runs Wednesdays until 
November 15, 1:30·3 p.m. Reclaiming Spirituality, by Diarmund 0 
Murchu, is being studied. Info: ~?-5812. 

mon OCT.23 wed OCT.2J 

• Hospital auxiliary meets • Breathing talk 
• Garden club meets 
• Workers comp talk 

sun OCT.29 

• Sunday Dinner Jazz 
• Jack-o-lantern contest 

• Breathklg: Everything You ·Aiways Wan 
' • Salty Wheels Square Dance Club dances at Central Hall on '· Afraid to Ask - a free talk by Dr: Brya · 

Thursdays from 7·9 p.m. For Info, call Angela Thomas, 653-9346. Seniors. Wednesday, October 25{2. p.m. 

Salt S I SPCA " EVERY WEEK 
• ..•. ····· •.. pr ng · .· holds an open house every Saturday below the 

; · ~:l~::c~~~~;at U1e BodYwo . . ~ve studio, ~1~1 • ?J~=~~~~= ~:~ ·~~~~~ 
McPhillips Avenue, on Mondays, 7-9 p.m. AU ages welcome. $2 
drop-in fee. • Nia Fitness Dance classes are at All 

• . Drop-in Floor Hotki!Y runs at Fulford HaH on Tuesdays. 7-9 p.m. Thursdays and Tuesdays at 5:15 p.m., an< 
$3 per adult. · · · • Yoga and Health classes, with Nadene Mj 

11:30 a.m.; 5·6:30 p.m.; Wednesdays fro 
7:30 p.m.: and Thursdays, 10-11 :30 a:m. 1/; 

• Flu shot clinic at Pharrnasave uptown on Wednesday, October 
18, 1-7 p.m. 

• Flu shots for seniors at the CAD heall.h unit on October 18, (see 
•seniors," below) • '·: .. 

• . Nia Fitness' Dance Open House feat~res a demonstration ancl 
' information about the Nia technique, barefoot fitness dance. At All 

Saints By-the-Sea on Saturday, October 21 , 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

537·9221 

• Salt Spring Centre regular yoga classes 
Levels with Laura from 4-5:30 p.m. Satur 
with centre staff, 9:30-11 a.m. Mondays: rJ 
runs from 9 to 10:30 a.m.; Seniors Yoga wit 
to noon (register through Parks and Rec); 
runs from 4:30-6 p.m. Wednesdays: :Joy 1 
from .11 a.m. to noon. For into: call the centl 

• Dance and Feldenkrais Classes with J 
Mondays at Cats Pajamas Studio. Felden · 

NOV. 2 4th thru DEl 
Plan now to join us in. celebrating a 2 
presenting the outstanding work of o 

You 'll be delighted with the quality & di 
creations offered in time for your Christn 

MAHON HALL • OPEN 1 OAM 
presented by the Gulf Island Commu 



ICT~ 25 

meets 
p talk 

sat OCT. 21 

• Shari Ulrich 
• Harlem Crowns 
• Manx and Roland 
• Milonga Tango Party 
• Core Inn Open Stage 
• Valdy 

tues OCT.31 

• Hallowe'en fun 

fri OCT. 27 

• David Suzuki 
• Roller-blading at Fulford 

Harlem Crowns 
the world-famous basketball troupe, 

challenge the GISS Scorpions at 
GISS on Saturday, 
October 21, 7pm 

"Proudly supporting our community" 

~~~· ~ ... ~ ~7r~ r~"'- '<l1:P"' 
~OQ~S W e never lower o u r s t a ndards. ,. 

Jus t our prices.TM 537-1.522 

2nd Annual 
Salt Spring Island Apple 

Festival 
Runs all over the island on 

Sunday, October 22, 9am • 5pm. Tickets and maps at Fulford Hall 
and Ganges Into Centre on festival d~y. 

"Proudly supporting our community" 

~ 'ftll\llft FOODS"'~ .. · ~ '<lJ:P"' 1:'0QoS W e never lo w er our standa rds . "' 
Just o ur prices .TM 5 3 7-1 5 22 

E, SEE SURROUNDING INFORMATION. 

FORLlENT 
High profile advertising space for rent. Long term or short term! 

Call Peter or Fiona 537·9933. 
(COLOUR IS AVAILABLE FOR ADDED IMPACT!) 

Elizabeth Buchanan. For kids ageq eight afid .Jl), atFab~: Mohdayj't 
October 23, 3:30-5 p.m. $13, iocttidiog supPlies. Register affables. 

ta Wanted to Know But Were 
~Bryan Dawson at SaH Spring 
p.m. 

Brenda Akennan run Mondays 
10:15to 11:15 a.m. $5 drop·il) 

Mqvemel}t. wns at !3. p.m. followed by dance. at 7:30. The danCE; 
class combines it stretch and strength warmup with chigh 'energy 
dancirig for top and fitness. Info: 5$7·5681. - -

• Norltl End F~ Spm~Cycle Classes run Mondays: 9:45·10:20 
am.i Tuesdays, 12:30'1, 5:15-6:15 and 6:30·7 p.m.; Wednesdays~ 
9:45·10:20 a.m.; Thursdays,12:.30·1, 6:30·7 p.m.; ·Fridays, 9:45· 
10:20 a.m.; 5:15-6:15 p.m.; Saturdays, 10·11 a.m. 

• The Toy Library is open arPortlock'-Pa~ portable iiJd.at aeav: r 
Point Hail on,-Tuesda,y, Octot!er 24 (and every otner Tuesc:lay} lr0f1l ., .• 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Info: Susanne; 653-9183 (south-arid branct)) ~rid .JO; .. , 
537-5453 (north-6nd branch). "·· · '·''·' _ ,,,,. ,,, .. ·'--"' · 

~t. AU Sa···ints .. By-the. -Sea Qn J"' and Saturdays at 9:30a.m. 
ene McCoy, run Tuesdays, 10· 
tys from 10·11:30a.m. and 6· 
r m. lnfo: 537-0822. 

. lasses are Thursdays: Mixed 
Saturdays: Free lntro to Yoga 
~ys: Mixed Levels with Celeste 
\ga with Celeste is from 11 a.m. 
Aec); and Level 1 with Kishori 
: -Joy of Yoga with Christine is 
) centre at 537-2326. 

ld~ ofM 
~~ ~aT~ 
DEC. 3rd 
g a 25 year tradition of 
k of our Island Guilds. 

& diversity of the artistic 
ristnzas mailing deadlines. 

lAM • 4PM DAILY 
mmunity Arts Council 

for tcimilies 
1 Kinder Crafts, for 3·5-yel!r-olds, runs at Fables on WednesdaYs. 

Oct<iber 18 and 25, from· 1·2 p.m. Will include cooking. sewing, 
story-crafts and Halloween crafts. $6. Register at Fables, 537-0028 . 

• Community Gathering ~ Yoga is the theme for the evening which 
.includes a light meal, discussion and activities lor people of all ages 
at the United Church. Thursday, October 19, 5:30·7 p.m. Phone 
537:5812 to reserve place. $4 suggested donation. 

• Hand-building Pottery ~ build and glaze a co~ or pinch pot. with 
teacher Kyrtsen Home at Fables. Saturday, October 21 and 28, 1·2 
p.m. $16, including supplies. Register at Fables. 

• Story Stjc:k$ - .~ake a story. stick and learn .storytelling basics with 

Monthly Plans 

from$24 

__.#-TELUS " 
A.,/· Mobility 

Approved Dealer 

~Energy 
~ 31!e!~?.~~M~I~tf:371 

• Gooey Science ~ make sacks full of creepy-slime fust in time lor 
Hallowe'en with teacher Erin Porter. Wednesday/ October 25, -3:90· 
4:30 p.m. $6. Register at fables. 

• Salt Spring Island Breastfeedlng Support Group meets on 
Wednesday, October 25 and the second and;fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at Family Place 1:30 p.m. Info: Lisa Law, 537·2213. 

EVERY WEEK: 
• West of the Moon ~ Story time. runs every Monday morning from 

10·11 a.m. -

• Storytime at the library with Jean Voaden is'at the Jibrary on 
Tue$days from 10 to 10:30. 

• Kindergym, a playtime for children aged 0-4, runs at ·Community 
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, every W~nesdi!Y mqmiQg 
between 9 and 10:30 a .m~ · "''' '' · .,,. ~· · '''"' ''' 

• Watercolour artist Jonathan Yardllty sbows recent portraits of 
Portugal, Spain and CanadaatMobys.through October, ' 

• DJana O.n showcases her oil paintifl9& at :r alon's, 

• Val Konig is exhibiting The Joy of Watercolour, a series of paintings, 
at Sweet Arts Cafe. · 

galleri~ 
~.~ 

1 Salt Spring Gallery of Fine ,:Arts presents Paintings, a new selec·~ 
lion .of work from 1984·200() by Diana Dean. ExhibUipn runs daily 
from noon to 5 p.m. until October 31 . . ' ··. 

• Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art is displaying Richard McKenzie's 
unique concrete bowls and. stands,.·suitable fat plants,' flowers, water 
gard,en pr di~lay. '~) 
~...,;;.:;_.~~ ~....--_.,..j 

Cold beer & wine now available. 
A great selection of local & imported 
beer & wines in our wine boutique 

653-4432 . 
.J'.. 
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Shari Ulrich joined by friends 
for Saturday show at ArtSpring 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

Shari Ulrich is the quintessential 
west coast musician. 

She's had fame both as a solo 
artist and with legendary groups 
such as Pied Pumkin, Valdy and the 
Hometown Band and UHF. But the 
notoriety is secondary to being able 
to write songs that matter, and liv
ing where and how she wants. 

It means Ulrich can do recording 
work from her home studio on 
Bowen Island, rather than in a rag
ing city, still keep up a busy per
formance and songwriting career, 
and be with her 10-year-old daugh
ter Julia as much as possible. 

The hartnony is reflected in her 
1999 CD called The View From 
Here, which reviewers agree is 
likely her best of five previous solo 
albums. 

Ulrich concurs. "Every writer 
thinks their most recent work is the 
best . . . " she told the Driftwood 
Friday. 

She still performs earlier hits,' 
so me of them written on Salt 
Spring between 1978-88, and will 
touch base in all of her nlini-eras 
when she performs at ArtSpring on 
Saturday night. Ulrich said she has 
fond memories from 10 years of 
living somewhat hermit-like on 
Salt Spring, where her songwriting 
tap flowed from a rented cabin and 
property on Churchill Road. 

Back then, she admits, she was 
conscious of writing songs with 
airplay in mind. Other composi
tions came more authentically 
"from the heart." 

"That's the only way lwrite 
now," she adds. -

While teaching songwriting 
workshops during the past decade, 
Ulrich has ·caught glimpses of an . 
earlier self in the traits of young 

writers - trying to be clever and 
being blessed with lots of "happy 
accidents." 

"I used to fly by the seat of my 
pants," she recalls. 

Whatever Ulrich tried, it certain
ly worked, resulting in a fleet of 
praise and diehard fans, first as part 
of the celebrated Pied Pumkin 
String Ensemble, then with Valdy 
and the Hometown Band, and as a 
solo artist. 

Among her Juno awards and 
nonlinations was a most pronlising 
female artist kudo in 1981. 

Since 1989 Ulrich has also been 
in the spotlight as part of the 
dynamo band UHF - contributing 
the "U'' along with Bill Henderson 
(another Salt Springer) and Roy 
Forbes. 

Besides maintaining that illustri
ous trio, the genial musician has 
also kept her friendships with Joe 
Mock and Rick Scott alive, relight
ing the spark of Pied Pumkin in 
1998 long after it galloped through 
the early '70s hippie folk genre. 

Ulrich recalls perfornling in the 
Activity Centre during the Pied 
Pumkin reunion tour in May of '99, 
and is eager to play this week for 
the first time at ArtSpring with two 
more favourite musician friends -
Linda Kidder and Bill Runge. 

Kidder plays bass and sings 
vocals, and has played with artists 
such as kd lang, Gary Fjellgaard, 
Michelle Wright and Ian Tyson. 

Runge is a top B.C. session play
er, composer and arranger, and has 
played with the likes of Jim 
Byrnes, Colin James, Natalie Cole 
and Bob Hope. 

He adds piano, soprano sax, flute 
and accordion sounds to the group. 

Tickets for the night are available 
through the ArtSpring box office: 
537-2102. 

s• CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

KEEPING THE WHEELS OF SALTSPRING TURNING 
• Designated inspection facility • Diesel repairs 
• Licensed mechanics • ALL makes & models 
• Praxair Depot • Speclalizing in import~ 

Robin Wood • Mike Reynolds • Finbar McMillan 
181 A BEDDIS. ROAD, SSI BC VBK 2J2 

537-4122 

WORKING FAMILIES DESERVE A LIVING WAGE 

BC's Minimum Wage goes up November 1, 2000. 

It's tough to make ends meet on the mini
mum wage. It's even harder for a family. 

That's why BC's minimum wage is going 
up to $7 .60 per hour, effective November 
1st. And it will go up again next year on 
November 1st to $8.00 per hour. 

- These increases will help today's families 
share more fully in our growing economy. 
Like our new child care programs, the min
imum wage increase is part of the provin
cial government's plan to provide better 
opportunities for today's families . 

For more information on the BC government's minimum wage increase, 
please call 1-800-663-3316. 

~ BRITISH 
~COLUMBIA 

CLOSING OUT 
SALE 

EVE'S ATTIC, GRACE PT. SQUARE 
OPEN THURS., FRI., & SAT I 11am • 5pm 

All items must ·be sold 
including racks, shelving, etc. 

Consignments must be picked up or forfeited. 
Store lot purchases welcomed. 

For further details contact: 
COLLEEN CRAIG 

(250) 383-4191 

8,000 

4,000 

3,000 

TARGET ...... sa,~oo 
Raised to date .... · .. $2,400 

"flowers by 

Arraf18em~nt" 
our arrangementJ 
are the key to a 

happy OCC(Mlonf" 

Beth Cherneff 
'J}[) LONG HARBOUR RD. 

537-9252 
we deliver •• 

Five only $75.00 
Island Residents $60, Oct. 15 - DeC. 15 

Dinner at 7, Cocktails at 6 pm 
Reservations 537-2362 I 800-661-9255 

$1 PER DINER GOES TO ARTSPRING'S STEINWAY! 

Tbered nothing Like a 
hrigbt dbiny 

new det of i~oried I 

DR. RICHARD 
HAYDEN 

I have always enjoyed 
"keeping in tune" with this 

wonderful island. 
The community piano 

has brought lots of 
superb entertainment to us all! 
-~{iJ~ 

~ S~f$r1!.m · 
FAURE & VNALDI 

DEC. 1, 2, 3 
at ArtSpring 537-2102 
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Student atnong _ 88 Keys $100 donors 
The 88 Keys fundraiser 

conti nu es to ascend the 
scale, with musical groups, 
supporters and young music 
students all chipping in to 
restore the community 
piano at ArtSpring. 

Friday's official tally was 
$2,400, which didn' t count 
fu nds being gathered by 
grou ps suc h as the Salt 

Brogan 

Brogan said he was supported by ArtSpring in his 
musical pursuits, and knew from playing the 
Steinway that it could be better. 

Brogan also observed that if the piano is in top 
shape, the island will be able to attract high-calibre 
musicians. 

"They want the best piano possible," said Brogan, 
about the ad hoc committee working to raise the 
funds. 

Spring Singers. The community choir is aiming to 
collect $500 from its members, and had easily raised 
about half of that at one practice, said treasurer Diane 
Mede. 

Although the $8,800 goal has not yet been reached, 
committee member Kodaly sa id Friday the 
Steiqway's repairs are almost ready to begin. 

It is hoped the major overhaul can be completed 
before virtuoso pianist Marc-Andre Hamelin per
forms at ArtSpring in December. Brogan already has 

. his ticket for that show. Alistair Brogan, 16, an accomplished piano student 
of Chris Kodaly, brought in $100 for the fund on his 
own volition. 

Donations to the piano restoration fund are being 
collected at ArtSpring. 

Famed Canadian poet takes podium 
Poet and literary icon John 

Newlove visits Salt ·Spring this 
week, with a rare reading set for 
All Saints By-the-Sea on 
Tuesday night. 

"It's quite an honour to have 
him," said Brian Brett, co
organizer of Salt Spring literary 
nights, last week. 

Brett believes the last time 
Newlove did a reading on the 
west coast was in 1986. 

In coming to the coast, 
Newlove returns to his inspira
tional home of the 1960s. 

Although he was born and 
raised in .Saskatchewan, and was 
first considered a poetic voice of 
the prairies, Newlove credits the 

environment of Vancouver and 
people he met there from 1960-
67 with spurring his first "seri
ous attempts" at verse. 

New love published 10 poetry 
volumes from 1962-72, includ
ing the Governor General 
Award-winning Lies in 1972. 

Canadian poets such as 
Margaret Atwood, Patrick Lane, 
Michael Ondaatje and AI Purdy 
have cited Newlove as a major 
writer and member of the 
"Canadian poetry Renaissance." 

.A maven of the English lan
guage, Newlove has been a 
McClelland and Stewart editor, 
and a "style master" for the fed
eral government. 

He was writer-in-residence at 
various institutions, including 
Loyola College and the 
University of Toronto . 

He a lso edited Canadian 
Poetry: the Modern Era (1977) 
and has earned awards such as 
the Saskatchewan Writers' Guild 
Founders Award in 1984, and 
the Literary Press Group Award 
in 1986. 

The October 24 event is spon
sored by Theatre Alive! and Salt 
Spring Celebration of Canadian 
Writers. As always, admission is 
free, with donations appreciated 
to ensure the literary series con
tinues. 

It begins at 8 p.m. 

Musical verve at Talon's~ on Friday 
Salt Spring's music scene 

wouldn't be the same without the 
injection of high-powered verve 
from its youth and Nanaimo 
singer-songwriter Allison Crowe, 
who are set to fire up Talon's 
Restaurant Friday. 

Opening for the leather-lunged 
Crowe are an array of exceptional 
Salt Spring musicians including 
pianist Amanda Arnott, the sym
biotic duo of Stacy Burke 
(vocals) and Alex Gay (guitar), 
with Kayla Schmah belting out 
vocals and fingering her keyboard 
alongside other surprise guests. 

control of her vocal range, intrin
sic soulfulness and an instinct for 
interpretation and intonation. 

The concert at Talon's is the 
songwriter's first return visit to 
Salt Spring after the overwhelm
ing response to her performance 
at the recent ArtSpring show fea
turing Tara MacLean and top 
young island artists Schmah and 

Megan Robinson. 
Doors open at 8:30 p.m. and 

the show starts at 9:30. A $3 
cover applies and unforgettable 
edibles will be available for those 
hungry for more than music. 
Advance tickets may be pur
chased at Talon's or through 
Adrian duPlessis at 537-1286. 

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

m · . $25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe • Test Annually! 

RESEARCH 

Headlining the Friday, October 
20 musical splash is vocalist and 
keyboardist Crowe buoyed by her 
leading bandmen - Dave Baird 
on upright and electric bass, and 

. · 10115-C McDonald Park Rd. 656 1334 Kevm Clevette on drums. Sidney, B.C. V8L 3X9 • 
The young Crowe has tight 

~-----------------------------------. 

2000· 
Explorer XLS 

• Power Windows 
• Power Locks 

• Air Conditioning 
• 4.0L V6 

• Running Boards 

Stock #00-358 

Cash Price 

$30,578 
or 

0.9°/o 
Financing up to 48 Months 

Teddy Bear~ Take-Out 

ACROSS 
1. Radar's favorite drink 
5. Help a hoodlum 
9. Stepped upon 

13. A Prayer for_ 
Meany (John Irving) 

14. Mountain lions 
16. Pearl Harbor's locale 
17. Peddle 
18. Juice variety 
19. "_Island with You" 

(2 wds.) 
20. Takes for granted 
22. Info in map inset 
24. Decorative vase 
25. Chesterfield, e.g. 
26. Hairpiece 
28. Indian tribal symbols 
31. Devout 
33. "_ More Night" 
34. Army doc 
36. Busy time in the 

cafeteria 
40. Florence's land 
42. Unlock, to Donne 
43. Friday wore one 
44. "It All Belongs __ " 

(Irving Berlin) 
(2wds.) 

45. Bike feature 
47. Lode load 
48. Paravane 
51. Inspected the 

facilities 

53. 'Producer Jack 
56. Like _ of bricks 

(2wds.) 
57. Exultant cry 
58. Autumn air's aura 
60. Firm foundation 
64. Country star 

McEntire 
66. Spill the_ 
68. Creator of Hamilton 

and Della 
69. Go by water 
70. Bird protected by law 
71. Couturier's 

connection 
· 72. Texas city 

73. Knighting results 
74. Bother (2 wds.) 

DOWN 
1. PBS science series 
2. Female sheep 
3. Female chickens 
4. Persuade 
5. Soothe 
6. Broke open suddenly 
7. Ostrich's kin 
8. Jail cell, slangily 
9. Never_ Late 

10. Incurred (2 wds.) 
11. Chicago airport 
12. Author Dominick 
15. Take care of (2 wds.) 

21. Santa Claus kisser 
of song 

23. ·_ Do Something 
to Me" 

27. Milit school 
28. Hop_! (2 wds.) 
29. Toward (2 wds.) 
30. Miami Hurricanes, 

e.g. 
31. Hamelin musician 
32. Like some doughnuts 
35. Lummox 
37. Stench 
38. Monster 
39. Lack 
41. Author Uris 
43. Type of bank or 

brother 
46. Certifies 
49. Rating for Retton 
50. Pawnees, e.g. 
52. Impending ~aos 
53. More inferior 
54. Full steam 
55. 1997 role for Chris 

O'Donnell 
56. General slain by 

Joab 
59. Classifies, informally 
61. Nabisco favorite 
62. Clothed 
63. _Sabe 
65. In the manner of 
67. Onassis's nickname 
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Forty years ago 
• Well-known watercolour flower 

painter Emily Sartain was sched
uled for a one-woman show at St. 
George's Hall (now across the road 
from All Saints.) A flower painter 
of exceptional distinction, Sartain's 
two presentations were sponsored 
by the Women's Auxiliary to the 
Lady Minto Gulflslands Hospital. 

• Nearly 150 people gorged 
themselves on Thanksgiving fixings 
at the downstairs hall of Ganges 
United Church. Tables were taste
fully decorated with lovely autumn 
blooms in shades of gold and 
bronze provided by Mrs. W. 
LeFevre. 

Thirty five years ago 
• The new government building 

containing provincial government 
offices and the court house was 
officially opened by Premier 
W.A.C. Bennett. Other government 
dignitaries and officials in atten
dance included the H.onourable 
W.N. Chant, Minister of Public 
Works, who was also one of the 
speakers. It was reported the Lower 
Ganges Road edifice - replete 
with magistrate's office, witnesses 
waiting room etc. - gave the dis
tinct and forceful impression of dig
ni ty and utility which could not be 
matched by any other building on 
the island. 

Thirty years ago 
A municipality covering all of 

the Gulf Islands could be run eco
nomically, but separate corporations 
fo r Salt Spring and the Outer 
Islands would leave a big deficit, 
sa id the Salt Spring Island 
Community Planning Commission. 
Although the commission said an 
island municipality was feasible, it 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

(250) 360-7426 
ICC 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 

~fun~oTL 
COMMUNITY 

Call Martie Kelsey 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community. 

537-5261 .. 

W:§~COME.,.. . ·w.~~~~~ 
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Auxiliary hosted flower painter 
cited one barrier to incorporation as 
the cost of welfare services. At the 
time, municipalities were required 
to pay a total of 20 per cent of 
provincial welfare costs, whether 
one or 2,000 welfare recipients lived 
in their res~tive area. 

Twenry five years ago 
• Salt Spring Islanders were ask

ing themselves the old familiar 
question of what constitutes an 
unidentified flying object (UFO). 
That was the case after J. G. Reid of 
Vesuvius reported seeing a UFO in 
his vicinity. It was travelling very 
fast across the sky, he reported, 
from west to east. 

• Parlez-vous franc;ais? A short
age of B.C. paper brought a surplus 

DOWN THE 
YEARS 

of French-written milk cartons to 
the province. The terms for various 
grades of French milk posed a threat 
to anglophone dairy lovers who 
were advised to brush up on their 
French. 

Twenty years af(o 
• A petition was filed in the 

Supreme Court of British Columbia 
to set aside the order of the 
Pollution Control Board requiring 
the cqnstruction of a proposed $4 
million sewer treatment facility in 

Ganges. 
• Mail to the island was temporar

il y halted after postal workers 
refused to cross a pick~t line organ
ized by the Public Service Alliance 
of Canada. 

Fifteen years ago 
• Health and traffic hazards , 

odour and noise were cited as rea
sons to oppbse a solid waste transfer 
station in downtown Ganges. A 
petition was being circulated against 
the proposal. 

Ten years ago 
• A traditional ceremony on 

Mount Tuam marked the start of a 
six-month retreat for eight students 

Here's our preseription 
for a ... 

HEALTHIER HOME! 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

of Buddhism. The retreat was a trial 
before a longer 39-month retreat 
would begin on the heels of the 
shorter one. Approximately 40 peo
ple attended the ceremony, includ
ing friends and families of partici
pating retreat members. 

Five years ago 
The Union of B.C . 

Municipalities announced its 
approval for a proposal which 
would allow the Islands Trust to 
take over local subdivision approval 
from the Ministry of Transportation 
and Highways. 

• Salt Spring police seized 76 
mature pot plants and 3,586 grams 
of bagged marijuana from a Beaver 
Point home with a street value of 
$80,000. 

Air-Care is a total coating system designed for painting 
in occupied areas where minimum disruption of the 
normal work or recreational routine is desired. It is the 
ideal selection for any interior painting where 
odors, VOC's, solvent contamination or other 
environmental issues are involved. 

ISOBOARD STRAW BOARD 
The use of non-toxic isocyanate resins in the manufac turing process, 
combined with straw fibres , gives ISOBOARD superior properties of 
moisture swell , elasticity, internal emissions. Sturdy, yet lightweight. 
Weighs an average of 10 percent less than traditional engineered boards. 

8~'~' 
Sheet 

FINISHING ... A~ ..-
BUILDING SUPPUES! 

• Moisture nt 
• High Degree of Stability 

• 
• Minimal Fibre Swelling 
• Environmentally Responsible 


